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This  volume,  continuing  the  third  division  —  Prop- 
erty Rights  and  Remedies  —  contains  the  titles  Real 
Property,  Easements,  Landlord  and  Tenant,  Fixtures, 
Watercourses,  Nuisances,  Mortgages,  Liens,  Descent 
and  Distribution,  Wills,  and  the  first  part  of  the  title 
Remedies  and  Procedure,  viz..  Arbitration  and  Award. 
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§  2678.    Real  Property  Defined.-The  old  definition  of 
real  property  is  that  which  n.ay  be  held  by  tenu'      o. 
.1  1  pass  at  the  death  of  the  possessor  to  the  heir,  and  not 
to  us  executor-  a  more  modern,  and  at  the  san.e  time  apt 
definition  is  contained  in  the  single  word"  immovable  '- 


sJn^:^^;^''''-'''^'^'^-  f^y;    clothing,   household    furniture 

•^  "  The  leading  essential  quality  of  the  tr^on  'Tlf^''''  ^''^  «=";!  to  MUn^ 

personal   property   iu    all  systems   o  Ses-  tl  e^?ee    ^M  "''" '"''"''r'"''  ''« 

junsprudence  -  that    which      serves  mrti'rn  .?  ,T        ^  be  enjoyed  in  a..y 

"■ore   nearly  than   anything    eult.  f'*  "^".'"M  l*!^^'.*"'     ^enee    thoy  are 


".ore   nearly  than   anything'   else    to  Eioviblf  ^'h^'f"''!    ^'"'^   *''">-"« 

mark  the  meaning  and  to  distint/uioh  "!°"*'''''-     -^'''s  fundamental  division 

pergonal   from   refl^roper  ; -!^'f3"'ft^  «' l^^«Pjty  "'to  imn.ovables  and  n.ov^ 

>no  wlity.  Things  real,  like  lands    rees  one     '„         ^'T'^          '""'*  "'*'''""^ 

a.ul  houses,  have  a  Hxed  locali  y;  they  seP  ^rate  se^  nH  ^  '^''  ''"  ,""'*  '^■"'  ^ 

are    immovable,    so     to    speak      B.ie  ,Z*  n          '^.=^^l"''"'''l'''-'=' has  been 

.a.e.,.„„„ai;,„.t  „  i^.  >^  ss"'„<"ii;':l«;i"  S"."'Zi 
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Another  element  in  real  property  is  the  duration  of  the 
time  of  enjoyment;  it  must  last  for  an  indefinite  term. 
An  estate  in  lands  other  than  one  forever  or  for  life  fell 
short  of  a  freehold,  even  though  it  were  for  a  thousand 
years.*  Therelbre  leases  for  years  were  called  chattels 
real.  Real  property,  in  the  common  law,  includes  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments.  By  "land"  is  meant  the 
surface  of  the  earth  and  everything  under  it  or  over  it.' 
"Tenement"  is  a  word  of  greater  extent  than  "land,"  and 
signifies  everything  of  a  permanent  nature  that  may  be 
holden  by  a  tenure,'  whether  it  be  of  a  substantial  and 


■0. 


*  personal '  in  the  English  tongue  is  to 
the  same  eS'ect.  And  here  we  may 
observe  how  frequently  things  which 
were  originally  immovable  become, 
through  the  operations  of  nature  or  by 
the  art  of  man,  movable  so  as  to  change 
from  real  to  personal  property;  and  oa 
tiic  other  hand,  how  tilings  once  mov- 
able, or  personal  property,  acquire  the 
characteristics  and  become  subject  to 
the  law  of  real  property.  Thus  a  tree  is 
real  property  so  long  as  it  stands  in  its 
native  soil;  but  cut  that  tree  down,  and 
make  a  pile  of  wood,  and  you  may 
subject  it  to  the  laws  of  personal 
property;  use  tiiatwood  in  making  a 
chair  or  a  table,  or  deposit  it  in  your 
neighbor's  cellar  for  fuel,  and  it  is 
unquestionably  personal  property.  A 
mineral  or  metal  in  the  earth  is  real 
property,  but  dig  out  the  precious  sub- 
stance, and  you  have  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise which  is  personal  property. 
There  is  the  orchard  with  its  hanging 
fruit;  and  here  is  the  gathered  fruit 
ready  for  sale  in  the  market.  The  act 
of  complete  severance,  then,  is  com- 
monly what  changes  property  from 
real  to  personal,  from  immovable  to 
movable;  although  the  thing  itself 
which  we  carry  from  place  to  place 
may  not  be  the  result  of  a  mere  sev- 
erance, like  fruits,  vegetables,  hewn 
trees,  and  coal,  but  the  result  of  a 
severance  followed  by  other  acts  of 
workmanship,  as  in  the  case  of  money 
wrought  up  from  gold  and  silver  ore, 
furniture  from  trees,  and  necklaces  from 
precious  stones  once  imbedded  in  the 
ground.     Tersoual  property  may   b« 


changed  into  real  property  likewise; 
as  in  the  very  common  instance  where 
one  takes  building-stones,  bricks,  and 
mortar,  —  all  personal  property,  —  and 
fashions  them  into  a  house,  which  be- 
comes, as  it  were,  incorporated  with  the 
soil,  and  is  subject  to  the  rules  which 
regulate  real  property.  And  yet,  once 
more,  that  same  house  may  in  the  lapse 
of  time  be  pulled  down,  and  the  build- 
ing materials  may  then  be  sold  as  such, 
and  acquire  again  the  characteristics 
of  personal  property,  whatever  the  ar- 
ticle be  styled  in  its  various  modifica- 
tions. Therefore  a  thing  may  be  first 
real,  then  personal,  then  real  again;  and 
indeed,  the  changes  may  go  on  indefi- 
nitely so  long  as  the  thing  itself  lasts. 
Nor  is  its  identity  necessarily  lost  ia 
this  process,  uor  need  a  great  variety 
of  names  be  applied  to  an  original 
substance  undergoing  the  transmuta- 
tion; since  a  growing  tree  might  first 
be  takea  from  a  nursery,  next  pass 
for  sale  in  the  market  as  personal 
property,  and  lastly  be  transplanted 
and  grow  up  in  a  new  soil,  where  the 
law  would  regard  the  tree  as  part  of 
the  soil  itself ' :  1  Schouler  ou  Personal 
Property,  sees.  3,  4. 
'  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 

B6C*  6. 

^  2  iila.  Com.  17,  18;  Broom's  Legal 
Maxims,  395,  398;  Green  v,  Arm- 
strong, 1  Denio,  554;  Mott  v.  Palmer,  1 
N.  Y.  5C9;  Auburn  etc.  Road  Co.  v, 
Douglass,  9  N.  Y.  444. 

3  Co.  Lit.  6  a;  2  Bla.  Com.  17;  Sacket 
V.  Wheatoo,  17  Pick.  103. 
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sensible  kind,  as  lands  or  houses,'  or  of  an  unsubstantial, 
ideal  kind,  as  ollices,  rents,  commons,  ami  the  like.' 
"Hereditament"  is  a  term  of  still  greater  extent,  and  com- 
prehends not  only  lands  and  tenements,  but  whatever 
may  be  inherited.* 

§  2679.    Corporeal  and  Incorporeal  Hereditaments. — 

Tiie  common  law  likewise  divided  real  property  into  cor- 
poreal and  incorporeal;  the  latter  being  said  to  lie  in 
grant,  the  former  in  livery.*  Corporeal  hereditaments 
embrace  such  things  as  can  be  seen  or  handled  by  the 
body,  such  as  laud  and  water."  Incorporeal  hereditaments 
are  rights  existing  only  in  the  mind,  though  they  apper- 
tain to  real  estate.  They  are  "  rights  issuing  out  of  a  thing 
corfjorate,  or  concerning,  or  annexed  to,  or  exercisable 
within  the  same,""  such  as  an  ollice  out  of  land,  rents, 
estovers,  rights  of  way  or  common,  easements,  or  licenses, 
or  any  other  right  or  profit  granted  out  of  land.^ 


§  2680.  Houses  and  Buildings.  —  All  houses  and  build- 
ings standing  on  it  are  a  part  of  the  "land,"  and  pass 
under  that  term.*  They  become,  even  when  erected  on 
the  land  by  a  person  not  the  owner  of  the  land,  a  part 
of  the  realty.'  But  buildings  erected  by  one  person  upon 
the  land  of  another  with  the  hitter's  consent,  express  or 

'  Co.  Lit.  6  a;   Sacket  v.  Wheaton,  Am.  Dec.  23G;    Sudbury  r.  Jones,  8 

17  Pick.  105.  Cush.    IS'J;  Loring  v.   Hacon,  4  Mass. 

-Co,  Lit.  Ga;  2Bla.  Coin.  17;  Sacket  570;  Doe  v.   Burt,    1  Term  Rep.   701; 

f.  Wiusuon,  17  Pick.  lOS.  Otis  v.  Smith,  'J  Pick.  293;    Mott  r. 

•M    I'rvston    on   Estates,    12,    1.3;    1  Palmer,  1  N.  Y.  oO-i;   Ford  y.  (Job!), -Ji) 

Inst,  ti;  2  lila.    Com.    17;  Canheld  v.  N.  Y.  ;544;  Re  id  v.  Kirk,  12  Rich.  .-)4; 

Ft. I'll,  'Js  Barb.  3.'}().  Huebschmann    v.  McHenry,  29  Wis, 

*  2  Bl.i.  Com.  17;  Williams  on  Real  G.").");  Liysky  v.  Borgmanu,  52  Wis,  25l); 

Pre.  leity,  II,  239.  38  Am.   Rep.  735;  (Jilliam  v.   Bird,   8 

'  2  lila.  Com.  18,  21;  Co.  Lit.  19,  20;  Ired.  280;  49  Am.  Dec.  329. 
Caldwell  V.  Fulton,  31  Pa.  St.  475;  72         »  Washburnr.  Sproat,  IG  Mass.  449; 

Am.   Dec.  7G0;    Sudbury  v.  Jones,   8  West  r.  Stewart,  7  Pa.  St.  122;  Cooper 

Cush.  189.  V.  Adams,  G  Cush.  87;  Leland  v.  Gas- 

"2  Jila.  Com.  18-21.  sett,  17  Vt.  403;  Ritehmeyer  w,  Morss, 

'  2  Bla.  Com.  21.     See  Easements,  5  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  44;  4  Abb.  App.  55; 

Ways,  etc.,  po-tt.  3  Keyes,  349;  Bouuey  v,  Foas,  G2  Me. 

K'o,   Lit.    4   a;    2    Bla.    Com.    17;  248. 
Coombs  V.  Jordou,  2  Bland,  284;    22 
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implied,  are  tlio  property  of  tlie  former,*  who  may  main- 
lain  trover  or  replevin  for  tliein  against  the  owner  of 
the  huul.^  Where  one  enters  into  possession  of  laml 
under  a  contract  for  future  purchase,  i)aying  no  rent, 
and  erects  substantial  buildings  and  machinery  for  the 
prosecution  of  his  business,  and  fails  to  fullill  the  con- 
tract and  acquire  the  title,  the  erections  are  really,  and 
cannot  be  brought  within  a  chattel  mortgage  of  them  by 
the  vendee.^ 

Illustuatio.ns. — A  railroad  having  a  decree  for  the  condem- 
nation of  land,  erected  thereon  a  dei)ot  without  the  owner's 
knowledge,  and  subsequently  tlie  decree  was  declared  void. 
Jleld,  that  the  depot  became  a  part  of  the  realty,  even  though 
it  was  on  posts,  and  could  have  been  easily  moved:  Hunt  v. 
Ji.  R.  Co.,  70  Mo.  115.  A  frame  l)uilding,  with  sills  resting  in 
some  places  on  the  ground,  at  others  on  posts  set  into  the 
ground,  and  on  railroad  ties  and  stones,  with  a  roof  made  of 
brush,  was  used  in  connection  with  an  adjoining  dwelling  and 
saloon  as  a  dance-hall.  Held,  a  part  of  the  realty:  Lipsky  v. 
Jiorgmann,  52  Wis.  256;  38  Am.  Rep.  735.  The  owner  of  land 
grants  the  right  to  add  a  second  story  to  a  building,  the 
grantee  "to  have  and  own  said  second  story"  for  his  use  per- 
petually. Held,  that  the  latter  has  no  proprietary  interest  in 
the  corpus  of  the  land:  Thorn  v.  Wilson,  110  Ind.  325;  59  Am. 
Rep.  209. 

§2681.  Trees,  Crops,  Fruit,  etc.  —  Trees  while  they 
are  standing,  fruit  so  long  as  it  is  hanging  to  the  trees, 
and  crops  until  they  are  gathered,  are  things  immovable,  or 
real  estate,  because  they  are  attached  to  the  ground.*    But 

»Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H..  429;  75     114;  Wriglit  v.  Barrett,   13  Pick.  44; 


Am.  Dec.  IDo;  Sudbury  v.  Jouca,  8 
Cush.  184;  Harris  v.  Gillingham,  6 
N.  II.  9;  23  Am.  Dec.  701;  Hartwell 
V.  Kelly,  117  Mass.  235;  Curtis  v. 
Iloyt,  19  Conn.  154;  Central  Branch 
11.  R.  Co.  r.  Fritz,  20  Kan.  430;  27 
Am.  Rep.  175. 

i*  Osgood  V.  Howard,  6  Me.  452;  20 
Am.  Dec.  322. 

*  Hinkley  and  Egery  Iron  Co.  v. 
Black,  70  Me.  473;  35  Am.  Rep.  346. 
See  Title  Fixtures. 

*  1  Sclionler  on  Personal  Property, 
«ec.  100;  Warren  v.  Leland,  2  liarb. 
613;   McGregor  v.  Brown,  10  N.   Y. 


Green  v.  Armstrong,  1  Deaio,  .")50; 
Williamson  v.  Steele,  3  Lea,  527;  'M 
Am.  Rep.  G52;  Bennett  ;;.  Suutt,  IS 
Barl).  347;  Jones  v.  Flint,  10  Ad.  & 
E.  753;  Bank  v.  Gary,  1  liarl).  542; 
Vorebeck  v.  Roe,  50  Barb.  :iU2;  Kins- 
man u  Kinsman,  1  Root,  ISO;  1  Am. 
Dec.  37;  Goodyear  v.  Vosburgb,  .Si) 
How.  Pr.  377;  Oslmrn  v.  Rabo,  07  III. 
108.  A  sale  of  a  certain  number  (if 
timber-trees  growing  upon  land  to  be 
chosen  by  the  vendee  passes  an  inter- 
est which  may  be  assigned  Ijofore  an 
election  is  made:  McCoy  v.  Herbert,  9 
Leigh,  548;  33  Am.  Deo.  250. 
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when  the  trees  are  cut  down,  or  the  grass  is  cut,  or  Ihe 
fruit  or  crops  are  gathered,  they  become  movjiblcs,  or  chat- 
tels personal,  because  they  are  no  longer  attached  to  the 
soil.'  When  the  severance  takes  place,  either  by  the  act 
of  God,  as  by  tempest,  or  by  the  tenants'  wrongful  act,  or 
by  a  trespasser,  it  becomes  personal  property,  and  belongs 
to  liim  who  lias  the  first  estate  of  inheritance,  and  he 
may  bring  trover  for  it.'  Corn,  ripe  but  standing  uncut 
in  the  field,  passes  by  deed  of  the  freehold.''     Unharvested 


'  1  Sehouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  100;  Joliiisou  v.  IJarber.  5  (Jiliii. 
4'J.');  .")0  Am.  l)vc.  4IG. 

■  Hewick  V.   Whittield,   ?,  P.   Wm.s. 
•JiiS;    Mowas  V.    Wart,  3  Wend.   104; 
liiock    V.    Smith,   14  Ark.  431.     In  a 
recent  English  case  (In  re  Ainslie,  2'2 
CtMit.  L.  J.  378)  several  severe  storms 
lii(ll)lown  down  and  shaken  a  number 
of  trees  on  the  testator's  estate,  which, 
at  the  date  of  the  fleath  of  the  testa- 
tor, were  either  prone  or  blown  out  of 
tlie  perpendicular,  and   were  more  or 
IcMS    attached    to    tlie    ground    by  a 
greater    or    les.s    proportion   of   tlieir 
roots.       The    questiitu   wa.i,  whether 
tlie.-ie   trees  were    realty  to  go  to  the 
fluvisee,  or  personalty  to  go  to  the  ex- 
ecutois.     The  trial  judi;e  held  that  all 
the  trees   blown  down  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  they  could  not  grow  as  trees 
usually  grow  were    severed,    and    be 
lougeil  to    the    executors;     that    tlie 
in'ooird.s    of    the    trees    which    were 
.•simply  lifted,  and  would  have  to  be 
cut  lor  the  sake  of  allowing  the  other 
trues   lo   urow  properly,  and  for   the 
j  propir  cultivation  of    the  estate,  be- 
i  lougcd  to  the  devi.see.     On  appeal  this 
hvaa  held  wrong.    The  only  question  to 
jcdiisiiliM',  said  the  court  of  appeal,  was 
nvhinhcr  or  not  the  trees  were  affixed 
Ito  tlic  .soil;    if    they  were,  they  were 
Jrialty,   if  not,  they  were   pi^rsonalty. 
■The    J^onl    Chancellor    said:      "If   a 
Ithiug   were    li.xed   to   the  ground   so 
iliat  iu  tlie  ordinary  course  of  things 
ou  \voulil  have  to  apply  some   new 
iii'cs  to  remove  it  from  tlie    ground, 
lii-u  it  Would  be  fixed  to  the  ground, 
[f  the  roots  Were  broken  in  the  soil  so 
lat  the   tree    and  its    roots    were  in 
pruth  and  in  fact  severed  from  each 
Dther,   although  some  of  the  brokeu 


parts  of  the  tree  still  remaincMl  cov- 
ered with  earth,  I  should  tliink  it 
Would  be  in  truth  and  in  fact  severed, 
although  to  the  casual  observer  it 
Would  seem  to  have  some  of  the  roots 
tixed  in  the  ground.  So  with  refer- 
ence to  what  one  calls  the  roots,  sub- 
stantially, one  can  understand  what 
the  root  of  a  tree  is;  but  of  course  you 
may  refine  upon  that  word  until  you 
make  every  minute  filament  that 
grows  from  the  tree  a  root.  If  I  were 
sitting  as  a  judge  of  fact,  I  should  say 
that  if  the  only  connection  between 
the  soil  and  the  root  was  the  minute 
filament,  the  tree  was  not  fixed  to  the 
soil  at  all.  But  beyond  that,  I  de- 
cline to  attempt  to  draw  the  inter- 
mediate line  which  Mr.  Cookson 
invited  us  to  draw  between  something 
that  is  not  tixed  to  the  soil  and  some- 
thing that  looks  like  it,  and  which 
may  one  of  these  days  become 
fixed  to  the  soil.  I  do  not  know  how 
to  do  that.  The  broad  proposition  is, 
that  if  the  tree  is  severed,  it  belongs 
to  the  executors,  but  if  the  tree 
is  not  severed,  it  belongs  to  the 
inheritance.  That  is  the  only  direc- 
tion that  I  will  acquiesce  in  giving. 
Now,  I  am  quite  unable  to  accept 
wiiat  the  learned  judge  below  has 
said,  even  as  a  criterion.  A  tree  may 
grow,  not  in  the  way  that  trees  ordi- 
narily grow,  and  yet  be  as  firmly  fixed 
in  the  soil  as  ever  it  was  in  the  course 
of  its  tree-life.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
tree  may  be  absolutely  dead,  and  yet 
undoubtedly  form  part  of  the  soil. 
The  question  of  the  life  of  the  tree 
becomes  immaterial." 

="  Tripp  V.  Hasceig,  20  Mich.  254;  4 
Am.  Kep.  388. 
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crops  go  to  the  deviseo  of  the  hiiul,  luid  not  to  the  execu- 
tor, but  us  against  the  heirs  at  hiw,  they  go  to  the  execu- 
tor.' Where  timbers,  posts,  and  a  round  log  were  cut  on 
tlje  land  lor  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  fence  and  a  gran- 
ary there,  but  the  idea  was  abandoned,  it  was  held  that 
these  articles  did  not  pass  by  a  deed  of  the  land.''  Grow- 
ing croj)s  planted  by  the  owner  are  \  part  of  the  realty,  and 
a  sale  of  the  land  carries  them  to  the  purchaser,'  and  this, 
notwithstanding  a  parol  reservation  of  them  by  the  gran- 
tor.'* The  growing  crops  pass  to  the  purchaser  on  an  ex- 
ecution sale  of  the  land.''  Crops  planted  after  an  action  of 
ejectment  is  commenced  belong  to  the  one  recovering 
possession.'  Not  so,  however,  if  the  crops  are  harvested 
before  judgment.^  Crops  sowed  on  land  by  one  having 
no  ownership  therein,  nor  having  permission  from  the 
owner  of  the  land,  belong  to  the  latter.*  Wine-plants 
growing  upon  land,  as  between  landlord  and  tenant,  are 
personal  property,  and  a  mortgage  of  them  by  the  tenant 
gives  the  mortgagee  by  foreclosure  and  sale  the  same  right 
to  remove  them  that  the  tenant  had  as  against  the  land- 
lord." A  grant  by  the  owner  of  land  of  all  the  trees  grow- 
ing thereon  to  another  and  his  heirs,  with  free  liberty  to 
cut  and  carry  them  away  at  pleasure,  forever,  conveys  an 


*  Dennet  r.  Hopkiiisnn,  GtJ  Me.  350. 
IS  Am.  Kep.  2'27;  .Smith  r.  IWliam,  2 
DeV.  E.j.  4'JO;  25  Am.  Due.  7-_'l. 

U'ook?).  Whiting,  IG  111.  4S0. 

=*  Foote  V.  ('olviii,  3  Johns.  '22'2:  3 
Am.  Dec.  478;  Bunisidu  /•.  Wuight- 
mau,  y  Watt",  47;  overruling  Smith  i\ 
Johnston,  1  I'enr.  &  W.  471;  21  Am. 
Dec.  404;  Kittreilge  r.  Woods,  3  N. 
H.  503;  14  Am.  Dec.  393;  Tiiiip  v. 
Hasceig,  20  Mich.  254;  4  Am.  Kep. 
388. 

*  Gibbons  r.  Dillingham,  10  Ark.  9; 
50  Am.  Dec.  233;  Austin  v.  Sawyer,  9 
Cow.  39;  Wintermute  r.  Light,  40 
Barb.  278.  Contra,  Backenstoss  v. 
Stabler,  33  I'a.  St.  251;  75  Am.  Dec. 
592. 

*  Bittinger  v.  Baker,  29  Pa.  St.  0(5; 
70  Am.  Dec.  154;  Porche  t:  Bodin,  28 
La.  Ann.  701 ;    Brittain  r.   McKay,   1 


Ired.  265;  35  Am.  Dec.  738;  Howell 
V.  Scbenck,  24  N.  J.  L.  89;  Siierman  i: 
Willett,  42  N.  Y.  140;  Lane  v.  King, 
8  Wend.  584;  24  Am.  Dec.  105;  Crews 
V.  Pendleton,  1  Leigh,  297;  19  Am. 
Dec.  750.  And  an  injunction  lies  to 
protect  the  interest  of  the  purchaser 
at  a  foreclosure  sale  before  it  has  been 
confirmed  as  against  the  execution 
sued  out  by  creditors  of  the  mortgage; 
Crews  V.  Pendleton,  1  Leigh,  297;  19 
Am.  Dec.  751.  Co/i<n/ in  Ohio:  Houts 
V.  Showaller,  12  Ohio  St.  124;  Cassily 
V.  Rho.les,  12  Ohio,  88. 

«  McLean  r.  Bovee,  24  Wis.  295;  1 
Am.  Kep.  1S5. 

'  Page  V.  Fowler,  39CaL  412;  2  Am. 
Rep.  402. 

*■  Freeman  v.  McLennan,  26  Kan.  151. 

'•'  Wintermute  v.  Light,  46  Barb. 
278. 
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estate  of  inlieritance  in  the  trees,  witli  a  riglit  in  the  soil 
neccs.sary  for  tlieir  support  and  growth,  wliilo  the  fee  in 
tlio  soil  itself  renuiins  in  the  grantor.'  Crops  planted  hy 
the  owner  of  the  soil,  if  mature,  and  to  he  gathered  imme- 
diately, may  ho  sold  hy  him  as  personalty;^  and  the  fact 
tliat  the  crop  was  still  growing,  and  immature,  makes  no 
difrercnce.'''  Trees  and  shruhs,in  land  demised  to  he  used 
as  a  nursery  garden,  are  personal  chattels,  as  hetween  the 
lessor  and  the  lessee  and  his  assigns,  and  may  he  severed 
and  removed.* 

§  2682.  Emblements. — The  doctrine  of  cmhlements  is 
the  right  of  a  tenant  to  enter  and  carry  away  after  his 
tenancy  has  terminated  such  annual  products  of  the  land 
as  have  resulted  from  his  labor.^  This  privilege  is  allowed 
to  tenants  for  life,  at  will,  or  from  year  to  year,  on  account 
of  the  uncertainty  of  their  estates,  and  to  encourage  hus- 
])andry.'  The  right  to  emblements  includes  the  right 
to  tlie  land  to  cultivate  and  harvest  them.'  Emblements 
can  he  claimed  in  respect  only  of  such  crops  which  ordi- 
nuiily  repay  the  labor  by  which  they  are  produced  within 

'  Growing  timber  trees  excepted  by  blemcnta  ujioa  land  not  devi.sed  are 
the  grantor  in  a  conveyance  of  the  fee  personal  a.sset8,  and  as  such  belong 
iiier.'il  and  not  personal  estate,  and  to  the  executor:  Bradshaw  v.  Ellis,  2 
the  firm  tor  in  such  a  case  has  only  a 
lil'ij  estate  in  the  trees,  unless  the  res- 
ei  vatiou  be  to  him  and  to  his  heirs, 
hut  hin  estate  is  not  only  in  the  trees, 
hut  also  in  so  much  of  the  soil  as  is 
necessary  to  sustain  them,  and  the 
I'rantee  cannot  terminate  such  estate 


Dev.    &    B.    E<i.    20;    32    Am.    Dec. 
686. 

*>  Co.  Lit.  55b;  1  Bouvier's  Diet.  52.3; 
Chandler  v.  Thurston,  10  Pick.  205; 
^Vintermute  v.  Light,  46  Barb.  278; 
Pfanner  v.  Sturmer,  40  How.  Pr.  401; 
Stewart  v.  Doughty,  9  Johns.  112; 
by  a  notice  to  the  grantor  to  remove  Hunt  r.  Watkins,  1  Humph.  498;  Bit- 
the  trees:  Knotts  v.  Hydrick,  12  Rich,  linger  v.  Baker,  29  Pa.  St.  66;  70  Am. 
314;  Clap  v.  Draper,  4  Mass.  266;  3  Dec.  154.  So  as  to  one  who  is  let  into 
Am.  Dec.  215. 

-  I'aikor  V.  Stainland,  1 1  East,  .362; 
Kvaiis  *•.  Roberts,  5  Barn.  &  C.  829. 

Monesu  Flint,  10  Ad.  &  El.  753; 
All-tin  \\  Sawyer,  9  Cow.  42;  Crad- 
ilntk  V.  lliddlc-iberger,  2  Dana,  206. 

*Milhrr.  B,.ker,  1  Met.  27;  Whit- 
niarsli  c.  Walker,  1  Met.  SI 3;  Coombs 
r.  Jonlon,  3  Bland,  284;  22  Am. 
Dec.  236. 

'Stewart?'.  Douiihty,  9  Johns.  121; 
Reitf  V.  Reitf,  64  Pa.   St.   134.     Em- 


possession  under  a  parol  contract  to 
purchase:  Harris  v.  Frink,  49  N.  Y. 
24;  10  Am.  Ptep.  318.  But  the  doc- 
trine does  not  apply  to  a  person  culti- 
vating public  lands,  and  a  purchaser 
of  the  United  States  is  entitled  to  all 
crops  grf)wing  upon  the  land  at  the 
time:  Boyer  v.  Williams,  5  Mo.  335; 
32  Am.  Dec.  324. 

'  1  Washburn  on  Real  Property,  sec. 
102;  Humphries  n.  Humphries,  3  Ired. 
362. 
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tlio  year  in  which  tlio  hibor  is  expended.  Tlius  tlie  fol- 
lowing—  hceuuso  tliey  yiehl  an  annual  prolit  j)ro(hu'e(l 
by  labor  —  arc  tho  subject  of  oniblenients,  viz.:  Beans, 
corn,  flax,  hemp,  melons,  pease,  i)olatoos,  tares,  hops,' 
avtificial  j^rasses  which  aro  annually  renewed.'  But  tho 
fullowinj;,  for  tho  same  reason,  aro  not  eniblements,  viz.: 
Grass,  clover,  fruit-trees,  timber-trees.'  Tho  crop  must 
bo  one  which  grows,  not  spontaneously,  but  by  the  indus- 
try of  num.*  It  must  have  been  actually  planttul  durim,^ 
tho  time  of  the  tenant;  by  merely  preparing  tho  ground, 
ho  gains  no  right  over  crops  planted  subsequently.'  Jt 
must  be  the  very  crop  which  was  growing  at  tho  end  of 
tho  term;  one  sprung  up  afterwards  will  not  bo  subject 
to  tho  right.®  Tlio  estate  must  have  terminated  unex- 
pectedly by  tho  act  of  God  or  of  the  grantor;  the  tenant 
is  not  allowed  to  take  the  crops,  where  ho  knew  before 
planting  them  that  tho  estate  would  tenninato  before 
they  were  ripened.'  But  more  than  a  century  ago,  in 
England,  in  a  leading  case,  a  custom  that  a  tenant, 
whether  by  parol  or  deed,  shall  have  the  way-going  crop 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term,  if  not  repugnant  to  the 
lease,  was  held  good.*  A  similar  custom  has  been  judi- 
cially  recognized  in   this  country."     In  Pennsylvania  it 

'  1  Wii.slibuni  on  Real  Prcpurty,  sec.         '  1  Holioul'T  on  Peraoniil    rroporty, 

10'2;  Evans  v.  Rohorts,  5  liarn.   &  0.  sec.  100;   1    Waslilmru  on  Roal  Prop. 

S',i'2;  1  Scliouler  on  Poi'sonal  Pro^jurty,  erty.suc.  10;<;  4  Willianisoii  Executors, 

860.  10.J.  C7:{;  4  Koiit't;  Com.  T.i,   110;  Cliesley 

^  1  Sclionler  on  Porsonal  Property,  v.  Wulcii,  'M  Mu.    100;  Whitmar.sli  v. 

sec.  10').  Ciiltiiig,     10   Johns.    ;W0:    Duliun    v. 

^  1  W'asliliurn  on  Pical  Pri>[>i  r  .',  sec.  Colfax,  10  N.  J.  L.  1"J8.    Where  [irem- 

]0l';    Co.    J^it.   ooli;  Ru:ll'  r.    ii 'ill',  04  ia':-*  are  rented   for  a  year,   with    the 

Pa.    St.    KM.       Rut    trees    \v!;ieli    are  piivili';^o    of    tli.ee    aiMitional    years, 

plauteil    by    a    Mur«er_v -laaii,     to    he  ami  the  land  is  soM,   ami  tlie  lessee 

taki'U   up   and   sold    as   young    ti'ees,  voluiitai'ily  leaves  before  the  oxiiira- 

may  he  euiblements:   Peuton   u.   Rob-  tion  of  the  lirst  year,  he  ia  not  entitled, 

ert,   '2    East,    8S;    Miller   v.    B.ikor,    1  in  tlie  absence  of    any  agreement   or 

Met.  127.  custom,   to  the  j;ro\ving  crops  of  rye 

*  (Vraves  v.  Weld,  2  Nev.  &  M.  725;  and  wheat:    Dircks  v.  Jirant,   50  Md. 
1  Willi  uiis  on  Executors,  7S2,  783.  500. 

*  1  Washburn  oil  Real  Property,  sec.         "  Wiirglesworth  v.  Dallisoii,  1  Doug. 
103;  Stewart  i\  Uouglity,  0  .Johns.  lOS;  201. 

Price  V.  Pickett,  21  Ala.  741.  *  Lawsou  on  Usages  and   Customs, 

»  Graves  v.  Weld,  5  Baru.  &  Adol.     208;   Sliaw   v.    Rownian,    91    Pa.    St. 
105;  2  Nev.  &  xM.  725.  414. 
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IS  tlio  fol- 
prodlH't'il 
/,.:    Beans, 
en,   hops,' 
But  tho 
lonts,  viz.: 
crop  muHt 
the  iiulus- 
^cd  durini,' 
10  ground, 
ontly.*     Jt 
bo  end  of 
1)0  subject 
itcd  unex- 
tlie  tenant 
new  before 
uto    before 
ry  ago,  in 
a   tenant, 
oing  erop 
nt  to  the 
een  judi- 
ylvania  it 

hal   rroijorty, 
II   Kuiil  rrop- 

1(111  KXL'Clltoi'S, 

1 10;  Chosley 
Ivhitiiiarsli  v. 
lO;  Del  11  III  V. 
IWliL'fo  preiii- 
;ir,  witli  tlio 
|tii)iial  years, 
1(1  the  lessee 
the  ('.\[iira- 
iKit  entitled, 
Igreeiiieiit  or 
jcrops  of  rye 
ant,   50  Mil. 

i.soii,  1  Doug. 

11(1   Customs, 
91    ra.    St. 


WM  early  recognized.'  In  Delaware  it  was  held  that  the 
uuy-going  tenant  is  entitled,  by  the  custom  of  the  state, 
to  tho  wheat  crop;  not  so,  however,  as  to  the  oat  crop,' 
though  it  seems  that  an  incoming  tenant  may  enter  to 
till  his  ice-hou.se,  ''necessity  and  custom"  requiring  it, 
"as  much  as  that  the  way-goijig  tenant  shall  return  to 
reap  his  wheat  crop.'"  Tho  English  custom  has  been 
followed  in  New  Jersey,*  Ohio,'"'  and  Maryland;'  but  not 
in  Virginia,^  nor  in  Canada."  Thcreforo  tho  tenant  may 
dispose  of  tho  way-going  crop  as  ho  may  of  any  article  of 
personal  property."  Where  the  tenant  voluntarily  abau- 
(lousor  forfeits  possession  to  tho  premises,  he  has  no  right 
to  emblements.'" 

Irj.rsTiv'ATioNs.  —  PlaintifT,  under  a  verbal  contract  of  pnr- 
cliuso,  entered  upon  dettMuhmt's  land  and  sowed  crops,  with 
(left'tulant's  consent.  Afterwards  defendant  refused  to  com- 
plete sale,  and  ejected  phnntifl".  Held,  that  plaintitT  was  enti- 
tled to  the  crops:  Jfurris  v.  Frink,  41)  N.  Y.  24;  10  Am.  Rep. 
olS.  A  tenant,  under  a  lease  for  an  indefinite  period,  but 
which  was  terminated  September  1,  1873,  having  sowed  a  croj) 
iit'uats  in  November,  1872,  and  harvested  it  in  June,  1873,  had 
plowed  in  the  stubldo  in  the  latter  month,  and  the  crop  was 
[irowing  when  he  left,  in  Novemher,  1873.  JfcJd,  that  he  could 
not  afterwards  enter  and  harvest  that  crop:  IlctuJerson  v.  Card- 
Krll,  U  Baxt.  389;  40  Am.  Rep.  93.  A  testator  dcv'ised  to  his 
wife  a  life  interest  in  his  real  estate.  The  wife  leased  the 
property;  at  her  death  a  crop  of  grass  was  standing  ready  for 
cutting.     Held,  that  the  grass  was  not  enildenients,  and  wei»t 


'  Stulz  V.  Dickey,  '.  Biun.  'JS.';  (i  Am. 
Doi'.  41 1 ;  iailiiit.;.s  /•.  NaKJe,  -J  Watts  k 
S.  '2-2;  Hitiys  v.  Brown,  2  Si,rt,'.  &  K.  11; 
Ci.iik  V.  tiarvoy,  54  i'a.  St.  M-*;  Crai;,' 
r.  Dal(\  1  Watt.s  i\:  8.  50'.);  :{7  Am.  Dee! 
477;  For.sythe  v.  Trice,  8  Watts,  'JS'2; 
:U  Am.  Doc.  405;  Hunter  r.  .Jones,  3 
liicwst.  ;}70;  Coiul'urt  v.  JJuaean,  1 
Mile.s,  >J-i). 

-  'iVnipleman  v.  Biddle,  1  Harr. 
(D.l.)  5'J3. 

-State  V.  McClay,  1  Harr.  (Del.) 
52(). 

*  Van  Doren  v.  Everitt,  5  N.  .1.  L. 
400;  8  Am.  Dee.  Ulu;  Howell  v. 
Seiionck,  '21  N.  J.  L.  89;  Society  v. 
ilai^ht,  1  N.  J.  E(i.  393. 


"  Fo.ster  V.  Itoliin.son,  0  Oliio  St.  90. 

0  Dor.sey  r.  KauK-,  7  Uill  .V  J.  :<-Jl. 

^  llarri.s  v.  Carson,  7  Leigh,  (i.'i'J;  30 
Am.  i'uc.  510;  Mason  c.  Moyers,  '2 
Koh.  (Va.)  (lOli.  And  see  Keiley  v. 
Todd,  I  W.  Va.  197. 

•^  Burrowed  v,  Caines,  2  U.  C.  Q.  B. 
'J8S. 

»  Shaw  V.  Bowman,  91  Pa.  St.  414. 

"  Debon  V.  Colfax,  10  N.  J.  L.  i'JS; 
Bulwer  v.  Buluer,  '2  l!arn.  &  Adol. 
470;  Hawkins  v.  Skegg,  10  Humjih. 
31;  Gee  v.  Young,  Hayw.  (X.  C.) 
17;  ^^'llip^)lc  v.  Foote,  '2  Johns.  41S; 
3  Am.  Dec.  442;  Pfanner  v.  Sturtner, 
40  How.  Pr.  401;  Whitmarsh  v.  Cut- 
ting, 10  Johns.  300. 
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to  the  executors  of  the  testator:  /.V// v.  Heiff,  64  Pa.  St.  134. 
I'laintiff  eniercd  upon  lands  in  the  sprinji;.  under  a  parol  lease 
for  two  years,  with  tiie  privilege  of  harvesting  a  crop  of  wheat, 
to  be  sown  in  the  second  fall,  and  not  rii)en  until  tlie  ex))ira- 
tion  of  the  two  years.  In  the  second  su miner  the  owner  con- 
tracted to  sell  the  premises  to  the  defendant,  who  had  notice 
of  the  plaintiff's  rights.  Before  receiving  his  deed,  the  defend- 
ant notitied  the  plaintiff  to  (juit  at  the  end  of  the  second  year. 
Sul)se(|ii(!ntly  the  plaintifF  sowed  the  (n-op  of  wheat,  and  the 
defendant  a))propriated  it.  Jfeld,  that  defendant  was  liable  for 
the  conversion,  notice  to  quit  by  the  vendee  being  ineffectual: 
Jlreiler  v.  Sayre,  70  N.  Y.  .180;  26  Am.  Hep.  567.  A  ])erson  in 
])()S8e.ssion  of  lar-d  under  claim  of  title,  but  against  whom  an 
attion  was  pending  to  recover  it,  let  it  to  a  tenant,  who,  with 
notice  of  the  action,  entered  and  sowed  croj)s.  Judgment  was 
recovered  against  the  lessor,  and  he  surrendered  poss(,'Ssion. 
Ift'ld,  tliat  tiie  tenant  was  not  entitled  to  the  crops:  Rowdl  v. 
Klein,  44  Ind.  290;  15  Am.  Rep.  235. 


§  2683.  Mines  and  Minerals.  —  The  owner  of  land  is 
entitled  to  all  the  minerals  which  are  in  it;  for  all  min- 
erals which  arc  "  in  place,"  or  in  other  words,  unsovereJ 
from  the  soil,  are  a  part  of  the  freehold,  and  are  real 
estate.'  But  minerals  are  capable  of  a  possession  distinct 
from  that  of  the  surface,  and  may  form  a  separate  cor- 
poreal hereditament,  and  the  subject  of  a  distinct  inheri- 
tance. The  title  of  the  soil,  as  such,  including  the  surface, 
may  be  vested  in  one  person,  and  that  of  the  mines  and 
minerals  in  it  in  another.^  Unopened  beds  or  veins  of 
minerals  may  be  demised  as  though  they  wore  separate 
pieces  of  land.'  It  is  only  when  the  minerals  are  sev- 
ered from  the  soil  that  they  become  personal  chattels, 
and  it  is  only  where  the   right  to  dig  or  to  mine  them 


'  2  Bla.  Com.  18;  Townley  v.  Gib- 
son, 2  Term  Rep.  TOo;  Grey  v.  Nor- 
tliumberlainl,  17  Ves.  i'S'J;  Bourne  v. 
Taylor,  10  East,  205;  Kier  v.  Peter- 
^ioii,  41  Pa.  St.  H(J2;  Adams  r.  15ri;;gs 
Iron  Co.,  7  Cush.  ;^()1;  Caklwull  r. 
Fulton,  31  Pa.  St.  475;  72  Am.  iJuc. 
7tH);  IJrown  v.  lieeclior,  120  Pa.  St. 
5i)0. 

■*  Adams  r.  Briggs  Iron  Co.,  7  Cush. 


361;  Green  v.  Putnam,  8  Cush.  21; 
Canfield  v.  For.l,  28  Barb.  S.SG;  Harris 
V.  Kydini;,  5  Meos.  &  W.  60;  Arnold 
V.  Stevens,  24  Pick.  106;  35  Am.  Dec. 
305;  Hartwell  v.  Camman,  10  N.  J. 
E(l.  12S;  64  Am.  Dec.  448;  Caldwell  v. 
Copeland,  37  Pa.  St.  427;  78  Am.  Dec. 
436. 

^  Massot  r.   Moses,  3   S.  C.  168;  16 
Am.  llep.  6i)7. 
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is  not  exclusive  that  it  may  be  classed  as  an  incorporeal 
riglit  or  casement  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  license.* 

"Mining  claim"  is  the  name  given  to  that  portion  of 
the  public  mineral  land  which  the  miiicr  takes  up  and 
holds  in  accordance  with  mining  laws,  local  and  statutory, 
for  n\ining  j)urposes,  and  the  term  includes  the  vein 
specilically  located,  all  the  surface  ground  located  on  each 
side  of  it,  and  all  other  veins  or  lodes  having  their  apex 


inside 


th 


e  suriace  lines 


Wl 


lere  a  miner 


giv 


es  ui 


us 


ckiiin,  and  goes  away  without  any  intention  of  repossess- 
ing it,  an  abandonment  takes  place,  and  it  is  open  to 
location  by  the  first  comer.  No  subsequent  sale  l)y  the 
j'oniier  locator,  after  other  rights  have  intervened,  will 


convey  any 


riirht  or  title. 


Ti. LUSTRATIONS.  —  A  granted  to  B  the  right  to  enter  ujwn  his 
land,  and  to  mine  and  remove  coal  and  otlier  minirals  there- 
from "during  the  continuance  of  the  agreement,"  and  to  erect 
all  needful  buildings  for  that  ])urpose,  paying  to  A  a  certain 
])rico  per  ton  for  the  minerals  taken;  and  it  was  agrecMJ  that  B 
should  have  the  right  to  cease  mining  and  to  remove  his  l)uild- 
iiiif  at  any  time.  Ifcld,  that  B  took  an  estate  at  will,  determi- 
iialilc  at  the  will  of  either  party:  Knu/ht  \.  Indiana  Coal  and 
Iron  Co.,  47  Ind.  105;  17  Am.  Kep.  G92. 


§2684.     Grants  of  Minerals — Construction  of.  —  The 

express  grant  uf  all  the  minerals  or  mineral  rights  in  a 
tract  of  land  necessarily  implies  the  right  to  work  them 
by  penetrating  the  surface  of  the  soil  for  the  minerals, 
and  by  using  such  means  and  instrumentalities  for  the 
purpose  of  mining  and  removing  them  as  may  be  reasoii- 


'  IJainhridge  on  Mines,  Am.  ed.,  *.3, 
*'20l;  Massot  v.  Moses,  .3  S.  (J.  108;  16 
Am.  Hep.  01)7;  Caldwell  v.  Fulton,  31 
I'a.  St.  475;  72  Am.  Dec.  760;  Mel- 
ton V.  Lambard,  51  Cal.  2.58;  Ryck- 
iiiiui  >:  Gillis,  57  N.  Y.  68;  15  Am. 
itrlP.  464. 

_  -  Mount  Diub'o  Mill  Co.  v.  Callison, 
5  Saw.  439.  ^x  vein,  lode,  or  ledge, 
within  the  federal  statutes,  is  a  min- 
eral body  of  rock  witli  defined  boun- 
daries  in   the    general    mass   of    the 


mountain.  The  top  or  apex  of  a  vein  is 
the  highest  point  where  it  approaches 
nearest  to  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and 
where  it  is  broken  on  its  edge,  so  as  to 
appear  to  be  the  beginning  or  end  of 
tlie  vein.  If  a  vein,  at  its  liighest 
point  turns  over  auil  pursues  its  course 
downwards,  tlien  such  point  is  merely 
a  swell  in  the  mineral  matter,  and  not 
a  true  apex:  Stevens  v.  Williams,  1 
MeCrary,  210. 

"  Derry  v.  Ross,  5  Col.  295. 
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able  ill  the  light  of  modern  inventions  and  of  the  im- 
provements in  the  arts  and  sciences,  but  without  injury 
to  the  support  of  the  surface  or  superincumbent  soil  in 
its  natural  state.  All  the  necessary  means  of  obtaining 
the  minerals  follow  the  grant.*  "  The  right  to  work  mines 
is  so  inseparable  from  the  grant  of  them  that  it  has  been 
expressly  decided,  not  only  that  the  right  to  enter  and 
work  mines  is  necessarily  incident  to  the  grant  of  mines, 
without  any  express  authority  for  that  purpose,  but  that 
this  power  cannot  be  restrained  by  a  special  power  given 
in  the  affirmative,  which  would  authorize  more  acts  than 
would  be  implied  by  law,  but  which  will  in  no  wise  exclude 
the  full  operation  of  the  law."^  This  right  is  not  limited 
by  a  special  grant  of  certain  timber  and  water  privileges, 
and  of  the  right  of  way  to  and  from  the  mines.'  The 
grantee  can  enter  and  penetrate  the  surface  and  use  all 
the  instrumentalities  necessary  to  successfully  prosecute 
the  working  of  the  mine.''  But  this  implied  right  of  the 
grantee  will  warrant  nothing  beyond  what  is  strictly 
necessary  for  the  convenient  working  of  the  minerals.  It 
will  allow  no  use  of  the  surface,  no  deposit  upon  it,  to  a 
greater  extent  or  for  a  longer  duration  than  will  be  neces- 
sary, and  no  attendance  upon  the  land  of  unnecessary 
persons."  But  where  one  grants  the  surface  of  laud,  and 
reserves  the  mines  beneath,  the  implied  right  of  sup[)ort 
to  the  surface,  which  passes  with  said  grant,  may,  by  apt 
words  in  a  deed,  be  excepted  from  said  grant,  and  where 
such  exception  has  been  made,  the  grantor,  or  those  claini- 

1  1  Shep.  Touch.  80;  Marvin  r.  Min-  v.  ReynoMs,  2:5  Pa.  St.  100;  Clark  v. 

ing  Co.,  55  N.  Y.  o.'iS;   14  Am.   Kep.  Duval,  ir)Cal.  S.");  Baiiibridgo  on  Mines, 

3'2-2;   Chest.   Co.  v.  Lucas,   ll'_'  Mass.  [il;  Railroa^l  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  Ala. 

424;  Adams  -c-.  Briggs  Co.,  7  Cash.  Siil ;  524.    A.i  to  subjacent  support,  sucpo,-./, 

Crauch  v.  Puryear,  1  Raud.  25S:  Wil-  EusL'meiits. 

liamat'.  Gibson,  27  Cent.  L.J.  40S;  Row-  '^  Hainbridge  on  Mines,  .34,  35. 

botham  v.  Wilson,  8  H.  L.   Cas.   ,S48;  ^  Williams  v.  Gibson,  27  Cent.  L.  J, 

Wilms  V.  Jess,  04  111.  404;  34  Am.  Rep.  49S  (Ala.,  May  30,  1SS8). 

242;  Collier    on    Mines,    58;    Doud  r.  ♦  Rogers  r.  Taylor,  1  Hurl.  &  N.  700; 

Kingscote,  G  Mees.  &  W.  104;   Rogers  Hext  c.  (Jill,  L.  R.  7  Ch.  App.  (WO. 

V,  Taylor,  1  Hurl.   &,  N.  70l'>;  Elliot  v.  ^  Marvin    v.    Iron    Mining    Co.,    55 

R.  K.  Co.,  10  H.  L.  Cas.  333;  Turner  N.  Y.  538;  14  Am.  Rep.  322. 
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ing  through  him,  may  mine  all  the  coal,  even  though  by 
such  mining  the  surface  should  fall  in.^  A  grant  fur  a 
terra  of  years  of  the  exclusive  right  to  search  for,  take, 
sell,  and  dispose  of,  to  the  grantee's  use,  all  phosphates 
found  during  the  term  in  a  designated  tract  of  land,  is  a 
demise  of  the  beds  or  veins  of  phosphates  contained  in 
the  land.^  A  conveyance  of  a  tract  of  land  with  "the  full 
right,  title,  and  privilege  of  digging  and  taking  away 
stone-coal  to  any  extent"  the  grantee  might  think  proper, 
from  under  an  adjoining  tract  owned  by  the  grantor,  is  a 
conveyance  of  the  entire  ownership  of  the  coal  in  place 
beneath  the  adjoining  tract.'  When  a  grantor  gave  a 
deed  in  which  was  reserved  "the  entire  privilege  of  all 
ore  on  said  premises,"  with  permission  to  enter  upon  said 
premises  to  mine,  clean,  and  take  away  the  same  without 
let  or  hindrance  from  the  grantee,  it  was  held  that  the 
reservation  was  an  exception,  and  that,  as  a  consequence, 
the  fee  of  the  reserved  mineral  remained  in  the  vendor.* 
The  term  "minerals,"  in  a  grant  or  in  a  reservation  in 
a  deed  of  land,  is  construed  in  its  popular  sense.*  Every. 
thing,  except  the  surface  which  is  used  for  agricultural 
purposes,  passes,  whether  gravel,  marble,  or  merely  fire- 
clay.*     China-clay    is   included    in    the    word    "miner- 


1  Scranton  v.  Phillips,  94  Pa.  St.  15. 

2  Massot  ?'.  Moses,  3  S.  C.  1G8;  16 
Am.  Rep.  G97. 

^  Caldwell  V.  Fulton,  31  Pa.  St.  475; 
72  Am.  Deo.  7G0. 

*  Tiiompson  r.  Mattern,  115  Pa.  St. 
501;  Wliitakoru.  Brown,  •IC)  Pa.  St.  11)7. 

^  Cib.son  /•,  Tyson,  5  Watts,  34. 

«  .MiiUaiul  R.  R.  <,'o.  v.  Choukloy, 
L.  K.  4  E<i.  19.  In  HartwcU  v.  C.nn- 
uiiui,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  PJS,  04  Am.  Deo. 
44S,  the  court  say:  "]5y  the  use  of  the 
tiTiua  'mines'  and  'minerals,'  it  is 
clear  the  grantor  did  not  intend  to  in- 
clude everything  embraced  in  the 
mineral  kingdom,  as  distinguished  from 
what  belongs  to  the  animal  or  vege- 
table kingdoms.  If  he  did,  he  parted 
with  the  soil  itself.  Such  a  construc- 
tion would   be  inconsistent  witli  and 


grant.  Nor  can  I  see  any  more  pro- 
priety in  conHning  the  n>eaning  of  tlie 
term  used  to  any  one  of  tlio  suboi-dinate 
divisions  into  which  tlie  mineral  king- 
dom has  been  subdivideil  by  chemists, 
eitlier  earthy,  mutallie,  saline,  or  lii- 
tuniinous  mim-i'als.  Hy  liia  liill,  the 
complainant  endeavors  to  confine  the 
terms  to  a  more  restricted  sense  or 
delinition  than  either  one  of  these 
subordiii.ites;  for  lie  claims  a  constrne- 
tion  should  be  put  \\])<ni  the  words  by 
the  aiil  of  circumstances  surrounding 
the  parties  and  relating  to  the  sul)jeet- 
matter  of  the  grant  at  the  time  the 
grant  was  made;  and  by  a  construction 
thus  derived,  he  confines  the  terms  not 
to  the  metallic  ores,  but,  more  liniited 

still,  to  copper  ore  alone if  the 

terms  'mines'  and  'minerals,'  used  ia 


repuguaut  to  th*  whole  tenor  of  the     the  deed,  could,  by  any  fair  construe- 
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als."*  So  are  stones  cut  from  quarries,'  and  paint-stone.' 
Extrinsic  evidence  is  inadmissible  to  show  that  by  grant 
of  mines  and  minerals  the  grantor  intended  to  confine 
the  grant  to  a  right  to  take  copper  ore  only.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  grantee  acquired  the  riglit  of  mining  and 
removing  at  pleasure  coal  and  otlier  mineral  from  under  the 
surface  of  certain  land,  the  surface  of  which  belonged  to  the 
grantor.  The  grantee  entered  upon  the  surface  of  the  land, 
sunk  a  shaft,  built  a  barn,  stables,  bhicksmith-shop,  and  made 
a  pond  or  reservoir  to  receive  water  for  running  his  machinery. 
He  was  careful  to  occupy  no  more  of  the  surface  than  was  neces- 
sary in  the  successful  prosecution  of  his  business.  Held,  that 
although  the  grantee  of  the  minerals  owned  no  portion  -^f  the 
surface  of  the  land,  he  had  a  right  to  occupy  part  of  tlie  surface 
and  sink  a  shaft,  and  erect  hoisting  machinery  at  a  convenient 
place:  Wardell  v.  Wdtson,  93  ]Mo.  107.  A  deed  conveyed  a  lot 
in  fee-simple,  "also  the  right  of  digging  for  coal  under  the  ad- 
joining land  lying  east  of  said  lot,"  with  habendum  correspond- 
ing (though  reserving  a  certain  right  of  ferry),  and  covenants 
of  warranty  of  the  lot  conveyed,  "with  the  right  of  digging  for 
coal  as  aforesaid."  Held,  to  convey  an  absolute  property  in  tlie 
coal,  and  an  exclusive  right  to  mine  and  remove  the  same:  List 


tion,  be  confined  to  metallic  substances, 
the  question  involved  would  be  of  easy 
solution;  for  the  metallic  property 
found  in  this  paint-stone  is  so  small 
that  for  the  purpose  of  extracting  the 
metal  it  is  of  no  value.  But  I  do  not 
think  the  terms  should  be  confined  to 
tlie  metals  or  to  metallic  ores.  1  cannot 
doubt  if  a  strata  of  salt,  or  even  a  bed 
of  coal,  had  been  found,  they  would 
have  passed  under  this  grant.  Can 
this  stone-paint,  then,  be  fairly  and 
naturally  embraced  in  tlie  term  '  min- 
eral '  ?  It  is  a  body  which  is  destitute 
of  organization,  and  which  naturally 
exists  within  the  earth.  It  is  below 
the  surface,  distinct  from  tlie  ordinary 
earth.  It  is  in  strata,  and  is  worked 
by  the  ordinary  means  of  mining.  And 
althouj^h  Professor  Doremus  says  that 
it  is  not  in  veins,  but  in  strata,  and 
tiiat  he  would  not  call  the  mode  of  ex- 
traoting  it  mining,  yet  this  test  of  liis 
would  exclude  salt  from  the  class  of 
minerals;  foraalt,  too,  is  found  in  strata, 
and  not  in  veins,  and  is  obtained  by 
shafts,  and  by  the  same  mode  of  opera- 
tion by  which  this  material  is  extracted 


from  the  earth.  It  is  valuable  for  its 
mineral  properties,  and  by  a  cheap  and 
easy  process  of  grinding  is  converted 
into  a  merchantable  article,  adapted 
to  the  mecluinical  and  ornamental  arts. 
It  is  embraced  in  the  definition  given 
by  men  of  science  to  the  term  '  mineral. ' 
In  Bakewell's  Mineralogy,  page  7,  it  is 
said:  'The  term  "minerals,"  in  common 
life,  is  generally  applied  to  denote  sub- 
stances dug  out  of  the  earth  or  ob- 
tained from  mines.'  In  Cleavcland's 
Mineralogy,  page  1,  the  definition  is 
given  thus:  '  Minerals  are  those  bodies 
which  are  destitute  of  organizatim, 
and  which  naturally  exist  within  th> 
earth  or  at  its  surface.'  My  conclusion 
is,  that  this  paint-stone  passed  by  the 
grant,  and  that  the  <lefeii(lani;s  have  a 
right  to  excavate  and  remove  it,  and  to 
convert  it  to  their  own  use." 

-  Hext  V.  Gill,  L.  R.  7  €h.  App.  G99. 

'^  Mieklethwait  v.  Winter,  5  Eng.  L. 
&  Eq.  5l'6. 

=»  Hartwell  v.  Camman,  10  N.  J.  Eq. 
12S;  04  Am.  Dec.  448. 

*  Hartwell  v.  Camman,  10  N.  J.  Eq. 
128;  04  Am.  Dec.  448. 
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V.  Cotts,  4  W.  Va.  543.  Land  was  leased  for  tlie  sole  purpose  of 
mining  and  taking  therefrom  carbon  oil.  Held,  thai  the  tenant 
was  not  accountable  to  the  landlord  for  the  value  of  natural 
gas,  which  issued  by  its  own  force  from  the  oil-well  sunk  by  the 
tenant,  and  which  was  by  him  conducted  in  pipes  beyond  tlie 
leased  premises,  and  appropriated  to  his  own  use:  Wood  County 
Petroleuvi  Co.  v.  West  Virginia  Transp.  Co.,  28  W.  Va.  210;  hi 
Am.  Rep.  G59.  A  leased  to  B  all  good  No.  1  fire-clay  on  A's 
land  for  a  term  of  years,  B  to  mitiu  or  pay  for  not  less  tlian 
two  thousand  tons  each  year,  and  to  pay  twenty-five  cents 
monthly  for  each  ton  taken  away.  Held,  that  this  was  not  a 
lease  of  the  land  itself,  but  of  a  right  to  mine;  that  if  the  quan- 
tity named  was  in  the  land,  B  was  bound  to  pay  for  it;  and  that 
the  burden  of  proof  was  on  B  to  show  that  it  was  not  in  the 
land:  Scioto  Fire  Brick  Co.  v.  Pond,  38  Ohio  St.  65. 

§  2685.  Gold  and  Silver  Mines. — In  England,  mines  of 
gold  and  silver,  by  the  royal  prerogative,  belong  to  the 
crown,  though  found  in  the  land  of  an  individual  pro]trie- 
tor.^  In  an  early  case  in  California  it  was  held  that  the 
state  was  sole  owner,  by  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  of  all 
the  gold  and  silver  mines  on  public  lands  within  its  lim- 
its, to  the  exclusion  of  the  United  States.*  This  doctrine, 
however,  was  short-lived,  and  it  is  now  settled  that  the 
ownership  of  such  mines  is  incident  to  the  ownership  of 
the  soil,  and  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  government 
as  an  incident  of  sovereignty.^  They  pass  by  a  grant  oi 
the  land,  unless  expressly  reserved  in  the  grant;*  and  this 
applies  to  the  case  of  patentees  claiming  under  the  United 
States,  in  respect  to  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States 
within  the  limits  of  California.^  The  statutes  of  New 
York  reserve  to  the  state  all  gold  and  silver  mines,  per- 
mitting the  discoverers  of  such  mines  to  enjoy  their  pro- 
duce for  twenty-one  years  only;  and  the  right  >»  extended 

'  1  Bla.  Com.  294;  Rogina  v.   Nor-  «  Moore  v.  Smaw,   J?   Cal.   199;  79 

thuiiiberland,  1  Plow.  ',U0.  Am.  Dec.  1'23;  Ah  H«e  v.  Crippen,  11) 

^  Hicks  V.  Bell,  :i  Cal.  '219.    See  note  Cal.  •191. 

toMcCliiitock  V.  Brydeu,  5  Cal.  97,  in  ♦Moore  v.  Smaw,   17  Cal.   199;  79 

C3  Am.  Dec.  91-110,  for  an  exliaiistive  Am.  Due.  I'Jo. 

di.scussion  of   the   law  of   the   Pacitic  •''  Moore   r.   Smaw,   17   Cal.    199;  79 

status  couceroiug  uiiuing  lor  gold  aud  Am.  Dec.  123. 
eilver. 
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to  all  mines  of  other  metals  found  in  lands  of  persons  not 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  also  to  all  mines  of 
other  metals  on  lands  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  the 
ore  of  which  contains  less  than  two  thirds  in  value  of 
copper,  tin,  iron,  or  lead.* 


§  2686.  Ris-hts  and  Liabi.Hties  as  to. — A  covenant  to 
work  a  mine  with  diligence  runs  with  the  land,^  and  is 
implied  in  a  lease  for  a  royalty.^  Equity  will  not  specifi- 
cally enforce  an  agreement  to  work  a  mine,^  nor  will  it 
relieve  from  a  forfeiture  for  a  breach  of  such  a  covenant.^ 
The  lessee  is  not  bound  to  work  at  a  loss,®  though  the 
b'lr'^' -1  is  on  him  to  show  that  there  is  no  minable  quan- 
*i'  r^'e  lessee  is  not  bound  to  work  continuously,  or 

to  pioauce  more  than  the  minimum  required.*  If  an 
ey^'^ss  of  production  in  one  year  may  be  applied  to  a  defi- 
ciency *n  c>,.  .,1'  years,  it  may  be  applied  to  subsequent 
years,  and  extinguish  the  whole  obligation.^  The  quan- 
tity to  be  mined  must  be  ascertained  and  paid  for  in  the 
mode  prescribed  in  the  lease."  If  the  lessor  is  to  select  a 
place  of  working,  neither  he  nor  his  grantee  can  change 


'  1  Rev.  Stats.,  p.  28 1,  sees.  1,  4. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
95. 

"  Brainerd  r.  Arnold,  27  Conn.  627; 
Peters  v.  Phillips,  C3  Iowa.  ojO;  Wat- 
son V.  O'Hern,  6  Watts,  oO'i. 

♦  Kock's  Appeal,  93  Pa.  St.  4.34. 

*AIunroe  v.  Armstrong,  90  J'a.  St. 
307;  Kinsman  v.  Jackson,  42  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  558. 

6  Walker  r.  Tucker,  70  111.  527; 
Ciii'l  r.  Granger  Coal  Co.,  (it)  Iowa, 
5I!>;  Cook  v.  Andrews,  Sli  Oliio  St. 
174;  Fire  Brick  Co.  v.  Pond,  3S  Ohio 
St.  0.");  Jones  v.  Shears,  7  Car.  & 
P.  .340;  Newton  v.  Nock,  43  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  197.  Sue  Eaton  v.  Wilcox,  4 
Hun,  01;  Quarrington  i'.  Arthur, 
10  Moes.  &  W.  335.  The  lessee  may 
bind  liimself  stringently  to  work  the 
mine  at  all  event.s,  even  at  a  loss: 
Jervis  v.  Tonikinson,  1  Hurl.  &  N.  195; 
Morria  v.  Suiith,  3  Doug.  279.    And  he 


is  bound  to  procure  materials  for  work- 
ing from  other  premises,  if  necessary 
to  make  the  mine  available:  Foley  v. 
Addenbrooke,  13  Mees.  &  W.  174. 
When  the  lease  stipulates  to  mine  a 
speciKc  quantity  of  ore,  or  pay  a  stip- 
ulated rent,  non-existence  of  the  ore 
is  no  defense  to  rent:  Wiiarton  v. 
Stoutenburgh,  4G  N.  J.  L.  151;  Gil- 
more  2>.  Ontario  Iron  Co.,  22  Hun,  391; 
8C  N.  Y.  455. 

'  Gilmore  v.  Ontario  Iron  Co.,  22 
Hun,  391;  SO  N.  Y.  455;  Cook  v.  An- 
drews, 3()  Ohio  St.  174;  Fire  Brick  Co. 
V.  Pond,  38  Oliio  St.  05. 

•^  Mclntyre  v,   Mclntyre  Coal  Co., 


105  N.  Y.  204 

'  Mclntyre  v, 
105  N.  Y.  204. 
'*•  Gilmore   v. 


Mclntyre  Coal  Co., 


Ontario  Iron  Co.,  22 
Hun,  391;  80  N.  Y.  455;  Tod  v.  Stani- 
baugh,  37  Ohio  St.  469. 
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a  place  once  selected.'  The  lessor  is  liahle  for  a  trespass 
of  the  lessee  in  mining  under  adjoining  property  pur- 
suant to  the  lease,''  and  cannot  treat  the  losseo  as  a  tres- 
passer for  accidentally  working  across  an  imaginary  line, 
if  he  does  not  ]>rutect  himself  by  covenant.^  Where  one, 
in  mining  coal,  encroaches  on  hind  adjoining  his  own, 
hut  inadvertently,  equity,  in  fixing  damages,  will  give  only 
the  value  of  the  mineral  in  situ  hefore  the  trcs[)ass,  and 
the  measure  of  the  incidental  injury  to  the  land.'* 

Miners  have  authority  to  prescrihe  rules  governing  the 
acquisition  and  divesture  of  titles  to  mining  claims  and 
their  extent,  subject  only  to  the  general  laws  of  the  state.' 

§2687.  Money. —  Money  is  frequently  treated  as  real 
estate.^  Thus  on  the  death  of  one  who  has  insured  his 
house  against  fire,  the  insurance  money  will  go  to  his 
heirs  as  real  estate.^  The  word  "money,"  in  a  will,  has 
been  held  to  pass  the  testator's  estate,  both  real  and  per- 
sonal.* 

§  2688.  Money— The  Doctrine  of  Equitable  Conver- 
sion.— In  accordance  with  the  maxim  that  equity  looks 
on  that  as  done  which  ought  to  have  been  done,  money 
by  deed  covenanted  or  by  will  directed  to  be  laid  out  in 
land  is  treated  as  already  land,  in  equity,  from  the  mo- 
ment that  the  deed  and  will  respectively  take  effect.^ 
"Nothing  is  better  established  than  this  principle,  that 
money  directed  to  be  employed  in  the  purchase  of  land, 
and  land  directed  to  be  sold  and  turned  into  money,  are 
to  be  considered  as  that  species  of  property  into  which 
they  are  directed  to  be  converted,  and  this,  in  whatever 

'  Smith  V.  Palmer,  13  N.  Y.  Week. 
Pig.  '-'01. 

''  DuiiJas  V.  Muhlenberg,  35  Pa.  St. 
351. 

^  Freck  v.  Locust  Mountain  Coal  and 
Iron  (.'c,  86  Pa.  St.  318. 

'  Coal  Creek  Mining  etc.  Co.  v. 
Moses,  15  Lea,  300;  54  Am.  Rep.  4^5. 


Am.  Dec.  574;  Flaherty  v.  Gwinn,  1 
Dak.  509. 

"  Houghton  V.  Hapguod,  13  Pick. 
154. 

'  Wyman  v.  Wyman,  26  N.  Y.  253. 

8  In  re  Miller,  48  Cal.  165;  17  Am. 
Rep.  4L'2. 

"  Foreman  v.  Foreman,  7  Barb.  215; 


1^ 


P 


English  y.  Johnson,  J  7  Cal.  107,  73    Craig  v.  Leslie,  3  Wheat.  663. 
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mniincr  tlie  dircrtion  is  j^ivon,  wliotlior  by  will,  or  by 
contract,  or  in  marriajro  articles,  or  nuirria,i^e  settlenu'ut, 
or  otherwise,  and  whether  the  money  is  actually  paid  or 
only  covenanted  to  be  i)aid."*  Money  directed  to  bo 
turned  into  land  descends  to  the  heir,^  and  land  directed 
to  be  converted  into  money  goes  to  the  personal  rej)re- 
sentativcs.'  An  heir's  interest  in  the  land  of  his  fatber  is 
an  interest  in  realty,  even  after  an  order  of  probate  to  sell 
tbe  same,  until  the  sale  has  taken  place;  and  no  parol 
agreement  can  convert  it  into  personalty  so  as  to  affect  the 
lien  of  a  third  person.*  Conversion  into  real  of  personal 
estate,  necessary  to  perfect  improvements  of  an  intestate's 
real  estate,  does  not  take  place  where  the  improvements 
were  not  intended  to  be  made  as  an  investment,  but 
merely  incident  to  an  object  which  ceased  to  exist  upon 
the  death  of  the  intestate.^  Money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  an  infant's  real  estate  is  treated  as  realty  in  equity,  for 
the  purpose  of  distribution,  where  the  sale  is  made  by  the 
infant's  guardian,  under  an  order  of  court,  with  the  object 
of  reinvesting  the  proceeds  in  other  real  estate.*  Where 
executors  exercise  a  power  to  sell  land,  there  is  an  equi- 
table  conversion,  and  the  testator  having  directed  a  divis- 
ion of  the  proceeds,  they  are  to  be  divided  as  personalty.^ 
A  provision  in  a  will  that,  upon  the  occurrence  of  a  cer- 
tain  event,  the  executors  shall  sell  the  real  estate,  but  that 
a  son  may  take  it,  if  he  chooses,  at  an  appraisal,  works  a 
conversion.^ 

'  Fletcher  v.  Asliburner,  1   Smith's  318;    Tayloe    v.   Johnson,    63    N.    C 

Lead.  Cas.   8i>8;  Tazewell  v.  Smith,  I  381. 

Rand.  313;  10  Am.  Dec.  533;  Burr  v.  =>  Ashby   v.   Palmer,    1    Mer.    29fi: 

Simm,  1  Whart.  2.52;  29  Am.  Dec.  48;  Elliott  v.  Fisher,   12  Sim.  505;  In  re 

Kane  v.  Gott,  24  Wend.  G41;  35  Am.  Dohson,  11  Phila.  81. 

Dec.  641;  Smilie  r.  Biffle,  2  Pa.  St.  52;  *  Wither's  Appeal,   14  Serg.   &  II. 

44  Am.  Dec.  156;  Baker  w.  Copenbarger,  185;  16  Am.  Dec.  488. 

15  111.   103;  58  Am.  Dec.  600;   Loril-  *  Gray  v.  Hawkins,  8  Ohio  St.  44<); 

lard  V.  Coster,  5  Paige,    172;  Drake  v.  72  Am.  Dec.  600. 

Pell,  3  Edw.  Ch.  251;  Tuner  v.  Davis,  «  Collins  v.  Champ,  15  B.  Men.  US; 

41  Ark.  270;  Ford  v.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  61  Am.  Dec.  179. 

5  Am.  St.  Rep.  117.  •  Kouvalinka  v.  Geibel,  40  N.  J.  Eq. 

"  Seudamore    v.   Scudamore,    Prec.  443. 

Ch.  543;  Hawley  v.  James,  6  Paige,  ^  pyig'g  Appeal,  102  Pa.  St.  317. 
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The   direction  to  convert  cither  money  into  land,  or 
land  into  money,  must  bo  imperative;  for  if  the  direction 
to  convert  be  merely  optional,  the  j)roperty  will  bo  con- 
sidered as  real  or  personal,  according  to  the  actual  con- 
dition in  which  it  is  found. ^     Where  a  will  directs,  not 
that  land  shall  be  sold,  but  that  it  may  be  sold  if  the 
devisee  chooses,  there  is  no  conversion.*     Where  a  power 
to  sell  requires  the  consent  of  parties  interested,  there  is 
no  equitable  conversion  until  the  consent  is  given.     So 
where  the  sale  is  dependent  on  a  contingency,  there  is 
no  conversion  until  the  happening  of  the  contingency.' 
N(;vertheless,  where  it  is  clear  that  a  testator,  whatever 
may  be  the  language  he  has  used,  intended  that  a  con- 
version should  take  place  at  all  events,  equity,  holding 
the  doctrine  that  the  intent  rather  than  the  form  is  to  be 
considered,  will  direct  that  the  property  should  be  con- 
verted in  accordance  with  the  testator's  wishes.*     Subject 
to  the  general  principle  that  the  terms  of  each  particular 
instrument  must  guide  in  the  construction  and  effect  of 
that  instrument,^  the  rule  is,  that,  in  regard  to  wills,  con- 
version takes  place  as  from  the  death  of  the  testator,*  and 
as  to  deeds  or  other  instruments  inter  vivos,  that  it  takes 
place  as  from  the  date  of  execution.'     Where  a  conver- 
sion is  directed  or  agreed  upon,  whether  by  will  or  by 
settlement,  or  other  instrument  inter  vivos,  whether  of 
money  into  land   or  of  land  into  money,  if  the  objects 
and  purposes  for  which  that   conversion   was  intended 
jhave  totally  failed   before  the  instrument  directing  the 
[conversion  comes  into  operation,  no  conversion  will  take 

'  Snell's  Equity,  170;  Peterson's  Ap-  Am.  Rep.  S.'jO;  Dodge  v.  Williams,  46 

S"    Pill,  8S  Pa.  8t.  397;  Hood  )'.  Hood,  85  Wis.  70;  Thornton  v.  Hawley,  10  Ves. 

I.  Y.  .-itJl;  Hobaon  v.   Hale,  95  N.  Y.  129;  Hancox  v.  Wall,  28  Hun,  214. 

|588;    Shaw   v.   Chambers,    48    Mich.  "  Ward  v.  Arch,  15  Sim.  389. 

1355.  «  Beauclerk  v.    Mead,   2  Atk.    167; 

^Taylor   v.   Maris,   90  N.    C.   619;  Fisher  v.  Banta,  66  N.  Y.  4G8;  Jones 

|Huiit's  Appeal,  105  Pa.  St.  128.  v.   Caldwell,  97  Pa.   St.  42;  Cook  v. 

=  Keller  v.  Harper,  64  Md.  74;  Ev-  Cook,  20  N.  J.  Eq.  375;  Brothers  v. 

IS   V.   Kingsberry,  2  Rand.  120;  14  Cartwright,  2  Jones  Eq.  113;  64  Am. 

m.  Dec.  779.  Dec.  503. 

•  Power  V.  Cassidy,  79  N.  Y.  602;  35  '  Sneira  Equity,  171. 
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place,  but  the  property  so  directed  or  agreed  to  be  con- 
verted will  remain  in  its  original  state,  or  rather,  will 
result  to  the  testator  or  settlor  with  its  original  form  un- 
changed.' Where  the  conversion  partially  fails,  there  is 
a  distinction  between  the  case  of  a  will  and  the  case  of  a 
deed.  In  the  case  of  conversion  directed  by  will,  if  there 
has  been  any  partial  failure  of  the  purposes  for  which 
the  conversion  has  been  directed,  to  that  extent  it  will 
result  to  the  testator's  representatives,  real  or  pcrrfonal, 
who  would  have  been  entitled  to  take  it  had  no  conver- 
sion been  directed.*  But  when  by  an  instrument  inter 
vivos  realty  is  directed  to  be  converted  into  personalty,' 
or  personalty  into  realty,*  for  certain  specified  purposes 
or  objects,  and  a  part  of  those  purposes  or  objects  fail, 
the  property  to  that  extent  results  to  the  settlor,  and 
through  him,  if  it  is  land,  directed  to  be  converted  into 
money,  it  goes  to  his  personal  representatives,®  and  if  it 
is  money  directed  to  be  converted  into  land,  it  goes  to 
his  heir;^  and  its  subsequent  further  devolution,  if  any, 
will  depend  upon  its  actual  character  at  the  time  that 
further  devolution  arises.'^ 

Where  real  estate  is  devised  on  trust  to  sell  and  pay 
the  proceeds  to  A,  by  virtue  of  the  direction,  A  becomes 
absolutely  entitled  from  the  moment  of  the  testator's  death 
to  the  property  as  personalty,  whether  an  actual  sale  has 
taken  place  or  not.  But  A  has  a  right  to  elect  in  what 
form  he  will  take  the  property.  He  has  a  right  to  tell  the 
trustees,  "I  prefer  the  land  instead  of  the  purchase-money 
of  the  land."     And  according  to  his  election,  the  property 


'  Snell's  Equity,  179;  Slocura  v.  Slo- 
cum,  4  Eihv.  Ch.  61.3;  Morrow  v. 
Breiizier,  2  Rawle,  184;  McCarty  v. 
Deniing,  4  Lans.  440;  Clarke  v. 
Franklin,  4  Kay  &  J.  257. 

a  Snell's  K(juity,  188. 

»  Clarke  v.  Franklin,  4  Kay  &  J.  263. 

♦  See  Pulteney  v.  Darlington,  1 
Brown  Ch.  223;  Lechmere  v.  Lech- 
mere,  Caa.  t.  Talb.  80. 


6  Griffith  V.  Ricketts,  7  Hare, 
299. 

*  Wheldale  v.  Partridge,  8  Ves. 
236. 

'  Snell's  Equity,  188.  The  surplus 
remaining  after  the  sale  of  partner.shi[) 
land,  for  the  settlement  of  the  part- 
nership estate,  is,  in  equity,  land,  and 
not  meuey:  Martin  t>.  Morris,  62  Wis. 
418. 
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will  vest  in  him,  as  land  or  as  money.  This,  in  cqnity,  is 
called  reconversion.'  A  slii^lit  expression  of  intent  will 
be  considered  sndieiont  to  show  an  election  by  parties  of 
lawful  ago  to  take  lands  and  prevent  the  actual  conversion 
thereof  into  personalty,  as  direct(Ml  in  a  will,  provided  the 
rii^hts  of  others  are  not  alfected  thereby.  No  positive  act 
is  required  therefor.''  One  dealing  with  land  as  land 
cannot  afterwards  bo  heard  to  contend  that  it  is  personalty, 
the  option  of  a  coivorsion  having  been  conferred,  and 
clearly  not  having  been  oxercised.''' 

Illusti{ATIons.  —  D.'s  land  was  pold  for  partition,  in  a  parti- 
tion suit.  One  third  of  the  jtrocecnis  was  set  apart  for  D.'s 
widow.  D.'s  adult  unmarried  duughter,  A.,  was  a  party  to  the 
suit.  Afterwards  she  married,  and  died  without  issue.  Jfeld, 
that  her  share,  as  to  lier  luishand's  rights  therein,  was  realty, 
and  not  personalty,  she  never  iiaving  elected  that  it  should  ho 
personalty:  Turner  v.  DaiVHon,  8U  Vu.  (S41.  A  testator,  in  his 
will,  said:  *'I  desire  all  my  other  estate,  real,  personal,  or  mixed, 
shall,  as  soon  after  my  decease  as  j)ractical)le,  he  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  arising  therefrom  he  invested  in  first  honds  and  mort- 
fiigcs."  Held,  a  direetion  to  sell,  and  an  e(piitiil)le  conversion: 
J^hiladelphia^s  Appeal,  112  Pa.  St.  470.  A  provision  in  a  will 
ilirecting  that  the  testator's  real  estate  he  sold  and  converted 
into  money  when  his  youtigest  child  came  of  age  or  married, 
held,  to  create  an  cquitahle  conversion  of  the  realty  into  per- 
sonalty, though  not  to  take  effect  till  the  realty  can  he  sold: 
Masticy  v.  Modawell,  73  Ala.  421. 

§  2689.  Heir-looms.  —  In  England  what  are  known  as 
"heir-looms,"  though  chattels,  are  treated  as  realty,  and 
descend  to  the  heir.^  They  consist  of  such  things  as  can- 
not be  taken  away  without  injury  to  the  inheritanc(;;''  as, 
for  example,  a  horn  by  which  tenure  the  estate  ib  hold;" 


'  Sneli's  Equity,  190;  Proctor  v. 
Furuljtu,  1  Ireil.  Eq.  W.i;  30  Am.  Dec. 
;U;  lliiuiKih  V.  Swaruer,  3  Watts  &  S. 
ii-.'i;  88  Atn.  Dec.  754.  Where  the  sairie 
persons  receive  the  bequest,  whether 
it  reinuiii  in  the  form  of  realty,  or  he 
Bold  Huil  converted  into  money,  those  sec.  94 
per.siiiis  may  elect  to  take  either.  No  *  2  Bla.  Com.  427. 
other  person  cau  have  any  iuterest  in        *  Pusey  v.  Pusey,  1  Vern.  273. 


the  question:  Beadle  v.  Beadle,  2  Mc- 
Crary,  586. 

^  Prentice  v.  Janssen,  79  N.  Y. 
478. 

3  .Sterr's  Estate,  13  Phila.  2.39. 

*  1  8chouler  on  Personal  I'roperty, 


i 
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or  public  (locmnonts  of  a  i)ecr;'  or  (l(M>r  in  a  parlv,  firilios 
in  11  pond,  i!il)l»its  in  warron,  or  doves  in  a  dovc-lioutiu;' 
or  tho  ancient  j(3\vtds  of  the  crown;"''  or  charters,  court 
rolls,  deeds,  and  other  eviflonces  of  tlio  land,  toi^etlier 
with  tho  chests  and  boxes  containing  thoni;*  or  laiuily 
j»ictures.*    But  this  branch  of  property  ju  of  not  i  ini- 

])ortanco  in  tho  Unitod  States,  and  has  received  no  atten- 
tion from  our  courts.* 

§  2690.  Water.  —  Water  is  a  real  property,  and  a  cor- 
poreal liore<litanient,  not  an  casement.^  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, capable  of  being  sued  for  by  the  name  of  water,  but 
the  suit  must  be  brought  for  the  land  that  lies  at  the 
bottom  covered  with  water.* 


§  2691.  Other  Kinds  of  Reilty. — Manure  made  in  the 
course  of  husbandry  upon  a  farm  is  so  attached  to  and 
connected  with  the  realty  that,  in  the  absence  of  y  ex- 
press stipulation  to  the  contrary,  it  passes  as  apj  uant 
to  the  realty."  The  rule  is  applicable  between  vendor  and 
vendee,'"  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,"  and  landlord  and 
tenant."  The  fact  that  a  farm  is  used  as  a  "milk-farm," 
and  not  strictly  for  agricultural  purposes  in  the  general 
sense  of  that  term,  does  not  vary  the  rule.^^     But  where 


'  Upton  V,  Lord  Fcrriss,  5  Vea, 
80G. 

•^  Co.  Lit.  8j  Ford  v.  Tyuto,  2  Johns, 
fr  H.  150. 

a  Co.  Lit.  18. 

♦  2  Bla.  Com.  428. 

^  Liford's  Case,  1 1  Coke,  50. 

*  1  Scliouler  ou  Tersoual  Property, 
sees.  1)5,  99. 

'  Cary  v.  Daniels,  5  Met.  2.36.  See 
j)0^<,  Titlu  Waters  and  Watercourses. 
As  to  ico,  see  supra,  Personal  Prop- 
erty —  Ice. 

f  2  Bla.  Coin.  18;  Green  v.  Arm- 
strong, 1  Deuio.  554;  Mitchell  v. 
Warner,  5  Conn.  497. 

9  Kittredge  v.  Woods,  .3  N.  H.  503; 
14  Am.   Dec.   393;   Uaslein  v.   Lock- 


wood,  37  Conn.  500;  9  Am.  Rep.  350; 
Hill  V.  De  Rochemont,  48  N.  H.  88; 
Fay  t).  Muzzey,  13  Gray,  53;  74  Am. 
Dec.  619.  But  see  Ruckman  v.  Out- 
water,  28  N.  J.  L.  581. 

*"  Kittredge  v.  Woods,  3  N.  H.  503; 
14  Am.  Dec.  393;  Goodrich  v.  Jones, 
2  Hill,  142. 

"  Chase  v.  Wingate,  68  Me.  204; 
Am.  Rep.  36;  Vehue  v.  Mosher, 
Me.  469. 

'»  Daniels  v.  Pond,  21  Pick.  367;  32 
Am.  Dec.  269;  Lassell  ?».  Reed,  (i  Me. 
222;  Middlebrook  v.  Cor  win,  15  Wend. 
167;  Lewis  v.  Jones,  17  Pa.  8t.  262;  5.") 
Aui.  Dec.  550. 

'^  Walu  V.  Connor,  5  Pa.  L.  J.  Rep. 
164. 
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the  manure  is  made  from  produce  obtained  elscwliore 
lliiin  on  the  land,  or  if  the  lands  are  not  a;TricuUural,  as 
in  the  case  of  livery-stables,  the  manure  so  nuide  is  per- 
sonal property,  and  may  bo  removed  by  the  tenant  at  the 
close  of  his  term.'  Manure  not  nnido  in  the  course  of 
lins])andry,  but  made  in  the  business  of  raising  hogs  not 
fed  upon  the  products  ol  the  land,  and  the  manure  being 
mixed  with  loam  drawn  from  other  lands,  is  no  part  of 
the  realty.''  So  manure  i  ly  be  lemovable  by  custom,  as 
in  the  case  of  a  way-going  rop.^  Sea-weed  which  has 
been  thrown  upon  land  by  the  sea  is  considered  an  accre- 
tion, and  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  soil.'*  Shares  in 
stock  of  corporations  were  formerly  treated  as  real  estate.* 
But  they  are  now,  both  by  decision  and  legislation,  re- 
garded as  personal  property."  Pews  in  churches  are  a 
S})ecie3  of  real  property.^  Tiie  road  oed,  rails,  and  right 
of  way  of  a  railroad  are  real  property.*  So  is  the  prop- 
erty of  an  aqueduct  company,  consisting  of  ponds,  s[»rings, 
a  reservoir,  and  pipes."  So  are  ore  rights,  where  severed 
from  the  land,  and  owned  by  tenants  in  common.'"  Slabs, 
sawdust,  shaving,  and  other  refuse  used  to  fill  up  low  or 


'  Carroll  v.  Newton,  17  How.  Pr. 
ISil;  Noedham  v.  Alli.son,  24  N.  H. 
;<.w;  t'lirey  r.  I'.isliop,  48  N.  II.  140; 
L'n.ftor  i:  Gilson,  49  N.  II.  02; 
l.ii.is.'ll  r.  Reed,  0  Me.  222;  Daniels  r. 
Pond,  21  Pick.  307;  32  Am.  Dec.  209. 
See  Kuekman  v.  Outwater,  28  N.  J.  L. 
5SI. 

■'  Snow  V.  Perkins,  60  N.  H.  493;  49 
Am.  Ucp.  333. 

^  Siiiiiliwick  V.  p]llison,  2  Ircd.  320; 
38  Aui.  Dec.  097;  Sanders  v.  Ellington; 
77  N.  C.  255. 

*  Kiiians  r.Turnbnll.  2  Johns.  313;  3 
Am.  Deo.  427.  See  Waters  and  Water- 
cour.ses,  pnnt. 

'  Weekley  v.  Weekley,  2  Younge  & 
C.  2iSl,  note;  Buckeridge  ?>.  Ingraham, 
2  Ves.  i;52;  Drybiitter  v.  Bartholomew, 
2  P.  Wms.  127;  Meason's  Estate,  4 
Watts,  341;  Price  v.  Price,  6  Dana, 
107;  Howe  v.  Starkweather,  17  Mass. 


240;  Welles  v.  Cowles,  2  Conn. 
507. 

"  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  9;  Jolms  t».  .lolins,  1  Ohio  St.  35U; 
HuMlzitiL;er  ?•.  Pliiladelpliia  Coal  Co., 
11  I'liila.'  009;  Ashton  r.  Langdale,  4 
De  Cex  &  S.  402;  Arnold  v.  Kui/yles, 
1  R.  I.  105;  GrilHth  »\  Watson,  19  Kan. 
23;  (Jilpin  v.  Howell,  5  Pa.  St.  41;  45 
Am.  Dec.  720;  Union  Bank  v.  State,  9 
Yerg.  490;  Ishaui  v.  Iron  Co.,  19  Vt. 
2:i0;  Edwards  v.  Hall,  0  Do  Gu.x,  M.  & 
G.  74;  Bradley  v.  Hold.sworth,  3  Mees. 
&  W.  422;  Tippetts  r.  Walker,  4  Mass. 
59."j:  Bligh  v.  Brent,  2  Youngo  &  0.  294; 
Blake  v.  Jones,  1  Bail.  Eq.  141;  21 
Am.  Dec.  530. 

'  See  ante,  Religious  Corporations. 

8  Hart  V.  R.  U.  c;o.,  7  Mo.  App.  440. 

»  Willard  v.  Pike,  59  Vt.  202. 

"  Hartford  etc.  Ore  Co.  v.  Millar,  41 
Conn.  112. 
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marshy  ground  are  realty,  but  slabs  and  pieces  of  lumber 
suitable  for  fire-wood,  piled  upon  land,  and  intended  to 
be  used  and  removed  as  fire-wood,  are  personalty.*  Saw- 
mills and  grist-mills  are  not  necessarily  real  estate. 
Whether  they  are  or  not  depends  on  circumstances  and 
on  the  intentions  of  the  parties.'' 


>  Jenkins  r.  McCurdy,  48  Wis.  628j 
33  Am.  Kep.  841. 


«  Price  V.  Malott,  85  Ind.  266. 


4390 


4391 


TITLE    TO    IlKAL    PROPERTY.       §§  2692,  2G93 


CHAPTER  CXXIX. 


TITLE  TO  REAL  PROPERTY. 


§  2692.  Title  in  general. 

§  2ti93.  Title  by  accessioo. 

§  2694.  Escheat. 

§  2695.  Eminent  domain. 

§  2696.  Public  grant  or  patent. 

§  2697.  Pre-emption. 

§  2698.  Land  warrant  or  certificate. 

§  2699.  Conveyance. 

§  2700.  Prescription — Adverse  possession. 

§  2701.  Estoppel. 

§  2702.  Judicial  sale. 

§  2692.  Title  in  General. — Title  is  the  means  whereby 
the  owner  of  lands  or  other  real  property'  has  the  just 
and  legal  possession  and  enjoyment  of  it.'  Title  is  ac- 
quired either  by  descent  or  purchase;  the  former  covering 
the  single  case  of  inheritance  of  property  by  operation  of 
law,'  and  the  latter  including  every  mode  of  acquisition 
known  to  the  law,  except  that  by  which  a  person,  upon 
the  death  of  his  ancestor,  acquires  his  estate  by  right  of 
representation  as  his  heir  at  law.*  But  title  passes  by 
descent,  and  not  by  purchase,  the  former  being  the  worthier 
title,  where  the  same  quantity  and  quality  of  estate  is  de- 
vised that  the  devisee  would  have  acquired  by  descent.' 
A  more  modern  division  of  the  subject  is  made  when  we 
say  that  title  may  be  acquired  by  occupancy,  accession, 
transfer,  will,  or  succession.* 

§  2693.  By  Accession.  —  Title  to  real  property  may  be 
acquired  by  accession.  Instances  of  this  kind  of  title  are 
present  in  the  right  to  accretions  and  to  alluvion  on  rivers 


'  As  to  title  or  property  in  chattels, 
see  ante,  Title  Personal  Property. 
■'  2  Bla.  Com.  175;  Co.  Lit.  345  b. 
3  Donahue's  Estate,  36  Cal.  329. 
♦  2  Bla.  Com.  201.     As  to  title  by  de- 


scent and  will,  see  post,  Titles  Descent, 
Wills. 

*  Gilpin  V.  HolHngsworth,  3  Md.  190; 
56  Am.  Dec.  737. 

"  See  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1000. 
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or  other  waters;^  or  in  the  right  which  the  hindlord  has 
in  the  fixtures  phiced  upon  his  land  during  his  term  hy  a 
tenant.* 


§2694.  By  Escheat.  —  Where  a  person  dies  intestate, 
leaving  real  property,  and  no  heir  or  person  entitled  to 
take  it  by  descent,  it  escheats  (subject  to  the  payment  of 
his  debts  and  costs  of  administration)  U  the  stale.^  But 
the  state  takes,  not  as  heir,  but  because  tiiere  are  no  heirs.* 
An  interest  in  remainder  cannot  be  escheated  until  the 
expiration  of  the  life  estates.®  An  estate  held  in  trust 
may  be  escheated  when  the  trust  has  expired,  and  tlie 
trustee  has  no  further  active  duties  to  perform.*  Though 
it  is  held  in  some  cases  that  the  lands  of  one  dying  intes- 
tate and  without  heirs  vest  at  once  in  the  state,'  yet 
usually  a  process  known  as  an  **  inquest  of  office,"  or 
"office  found,"  must  be  instituted  and  carried  on  in  the 
name  of  the  state  to  complete  its  title.*  An  inquisition  of 
escheat  should  find  that  the  person  died  seised,  as  well  as 
the  fact  that  he  died  without  heirs,  devisees,  or  known 
kindred.®  Otherwise  it  is  a  nullity,  and  a  transcript  of 
such  finding  is  not  a  lien  on  the  lands  of  him  in  whose 
hands  the  estate  is  found  to  be.'"  The  statutes  of  most  of 
the  states  provide  that  when  an  heir  or  other  person  en- 
titled is  found,  he  may  claim  the  estate  or  its  proceeds  at 


'  See  poMf,  Title  Watercouraes. 

*  See  ].M/it,  Title  Lamllonl  and  Ten- 
ant. 

'  1  Stinisoii's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  llol;  IJdo  v.  Bates,  (3  Hlackt.  5."{t"{; 
Bent  V.  St.  Vrain,  [iO  Mo.  "JCiS.  In 
Vermont  and  Rliode  Islaiul  it  goes  to 
the  town  in  wliicli  it  lies;  in  lUinoi.s  to 
the  county;  in  Kansas  to  tlie  county 
whore  administration  'w,  liail.  The 
proceeds  of  the  estate  go  to  the  school 
fund  in  several  states:  1  Stiinson's 
American  Statute  Law,  sec.  \]i>',\. 

*  State  V.  Ames,  "JH  La,  Ann.  til). 

*  Coinmonwealtii  v.  Naile,  S8  Pa.  St. 
429.  CoiUra,  Peojjle  v.  Coukliu,  2  Hill, 
67. 


*"  Commonwealth  v.  Naile,  8S  Pa.  St. 
42'.). 

'  Sands  ,■.  Lyn.lliam,  27  Gratt.  295; 
21  Am.  Kep.  'MS;  llolliman  v.  Peebles, 
1  Tex.  l)7;<;  Farrar  v.  Dean,  24  Miss. 
](');  and  see  nt)te  in  29  Am.  Dec, 
2;{4. 

•^  2  Wasldiurn  on  Real  Property, 
444.  See  French  r.  Com.,  5  Jjcigh, 
012;  27  Am.  Dec.  OK};  Com.  v.  Hite,  (i 
Leinh.  DSS:  29  Am.  Dec.  220,  and 
note  2:52-2:15. 

*  Matter  of  Desilver,  5  Rawle,  111; 
28  Am.  Dec.  045. 

'^  Ramsey's  Appeal,  2  Watts,  228;  27 
Am.  Dec.  302. 
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any  time  without  limitution.'  There  is  a  presumption  of 
law  that  every  person  dying  leaves  heirs.  This  presump- 
tion must  be  rebutted  by  one  who  would  claim  under  an 
alleged  escheat.^  A  title  subsequently  acquired  by  the 
state  by  escheat  from  an  elder  patentee  will  not  inure  to 
the  benefit  of  a  junior  patentee.  The  commonwealth  may 
convey  this  title  to  another,  who  will  have  all  the  rights 
of  the  elder  patentee.^ 

Illustrations.  —  An  antenuptial  contract  gave  the  wife  every- 
tliing  on  her  husband's  death  without  issue.  The  luislmnd  died 
without  issue,  seised  of  mortgaged  land.  The  mortgage  was 
foreclosed,  and  there  was  a  surplus.  The  wife  died  intestate  and 
without  heirs.  Held,  that  tliis  surplus  belonged  to  the  state: 
Johnston  v.  Sjncer,  107  N.  Y.  185. 

§  2695.  By  Eminent  Domain. — Title  to  real  property 
may  also  be  derived  by  the  state,  or  its  agents  acting 
through  its  power  of  eminent  domain.* 

§  2696.  By  Public  Grant  or  Patent.  —  The  title  to 
property  held  by  an  individual  may  be  acquired  by  pub- 
lie  grant.*^  The  grant  may  be  made  by  an  act  of  the  legis- 
lature," or  by  a  treaty.''  The  grant  from  the  state  takes 
elleet  from  its  date,  and  not  from  the  time  of  its  delivery.* 
The  public  grant  may  likewise  be  evidenced  by  an  in- 
strument called  a  patent,  which,  when  regularly  and 
properly  issued,  invests  the  l^arty  with  a  complete  peifect 
title.*  A  patent  is  of  itself  presum2)tivo  evidence  that  tlie 
previous  proceedings  have  been  regular.'**     In  an  action 

M  Stiiiisou's  American  Statute  Law,  Co.,  H  Ni'b.   'M'i;  Kiitk^ld  r.  Permit,  8 

Bcc.  115+.  K.  JI.  51-2;  31  Am.  I  >ec.  'J07. 

-  North  Carolina  Uiiivorsity  v.  Har-  '  Stocktdii    v.    ^Villianis,     1     Doug, 

risnii,  ilO  N.  C.  3S5;  Bank  v.  Trustt'es,  (Midi.)  faCi. 

8:{  Ky.  'JI'l.  "  Kx  parte   Kiilitman,  3   Rich.  Eq. 

•*  Eliiidiulorff  I'.  Carmichael,  3  Litt.  257;  .">.")  Am.  Dec.  ti4"J. 

472;  14  Am.  Dec.  S7.  "2  Washhuru  on  Real  Property,  5'JG; 

*  See    jin.st,    Division   V.,    Constitu-  Boatner  v.  Ventress,  8  Martin,  N.  ii., 

tidiial  Law.  U4t;  '20  Am.  Dec.  '200. 

'^  2  Washburn    on    Real    Property,  '"  Harry  r.  (iambic,  8  Mo.  88;  Strini;er 

525.  V.  Young,   3  Pet.   320;    Boardmau'  v. 

"2  Washlmrn  on  Real  Property,  5'25;  Reed,  0  Pet.  328;  Winter  v.  Bromme- 

Boatiier  v.  Ventress,  8  Martin,  N.  S.,  liii,  18  How.  87;  Dodsoa  v.  Cocke,  3 

C44;  '20  Am.  Dec.  '2GG;  Koenig  t:  R.  R.  Am.  Dec.  755. 


§  2(396 


REAL    PROPEKTY. 


4394 


for  ejectment  the  patent  is  itself  evidence  of  title,  which 
it  is  incumbent  upon  the  defendant  to  rebut.^  The  patent 
is  conclusive  evidence  of  the  validity  of  the  original  grant, 
and  of  its  recognition  and  confirmation,  and  of  the  survey 
and  its  conformity  with  the  confirmation,  and  of  the  relin- 
quishment to  the  patentee  of  the  title  in  the  government.'' 
Unless  fraud  or  mistake  appear  on  its  face,  the  patent  is 
not  void,  but  voidable  only,  even  where  it  has  been  issued 
fraudulently.*     It  cannot  be  impeached  collaterally.* 

The  action  of  the  land  officers  in  the  land  department 
of  the  general  government  in  issuing  a  patent  for  any  of 
the  public  land  subject  to  sale  by  pre-emption,  or  other- 
wise, in  the  absence  of  fraud  or  imposition,  is  conclusive 
of  the  legal  title,  in  all  courts,  and  in  all  forms  of  judicial 
proceedings,  where  the  legal  title  must  control.*  J3ut  an 
error  committed  by  those  officers  in  a  matter  of  law  may 


J  Bagnell  v.  Broderick,  13  Pet.  436; 
Hill  V.  Miller,  36  Mo.  182;  Steiiier  v, 
Coxe,  4  Pa.  St.  'IS. 

2  Smith  V.  Winton,  1  Over.  230;  3 
Am.  Dec.  755;  Dodsoii  r.  Cocke,  1 
Over.  314;  3  Am.  Dec.  757;  Parki- 
8on  V.  Bracken,  1  Pinn.  174;  39  Am. 
Dec.  21(6;  Jenkins  v.  Gibson,  3  La. 
Ann.  203. 

'  Jackson  v.  Lawton,  10  Johns.  23; 
6  Am.  Dec.  311.  Fraud  or  other  ir- 
regularity must  appear  on  the  face  of 
the  patent,  to  render  it  void  in  a  court 
of  law.  When  the  fraud  or  other  de- 
fect arises  on  circumstances  dehors  the 
patent,  it  is  voidable  only  in  a  suit  in 
equity:  State  v.  Bachelder,  5  Minn. 
223;  80  Am.  Dec.  411. 

*  Sykes  v.  McRory,  10  Ga.  465;  54 
Am.  Dec.  402;  Jackson  v.  Hart,  12 
Johns.  77;  7  Am.  Dec.  280;  Norvell  v. 
Camm,  6  Muuf.  233;  8  Am.  Dec.  742; 
Overton  t;.  Campbell,  5  Hayw.  (Tenn.) 
165;  y  Am.  Dec.  780;  State  v.  Bach- 
elder, 5  Minn.  223;  80  Am.  Dec.  410; 
Sherman  v.  Buick,  93  U.  S.  209;  Boggs 
V.  Merced  Mining  Co.,  14  CaJ.  365;  St. 
Louis  etc.  Co.  v.  Green,  4  McCrary, 
232;  Wells  v.  Francis,  7  Col.  396;  Gib- 
son v.  Chouteau,  13  Wall.  92;  St.  Louis 
etc.    Co.    V.    Kempf,    104   U.  S.    036; 


Turner  v.  Donnelly,  70  Cal.  507; 
Parks  etc.  Co.  v.  Kerr,  3  Utah,  235; 
(Jarter  v.  S|)eucur,  4  How.  42;  34  Am. 
Dec.  107;  Lassly  v.  Fontaine,  4  Hen. 
&  M.  146;  4  Am.  Dec.  510;  Chever  v. 
Horner,  11  Col.  68;  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
217.  But  a  patent  on  its  face  void  be- 
cause issued  under  acts  repealed  may 
be  attacked  collaterally:  Schweuke  v. 
Union  Depot  &  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Col.  512; 
so  may  a  patent  for  land  already  dis- 
posed of  by  the  government:  Man- 
tle V.  Noyes,  5  Mont.  274;  Silver  Bow 
Mining  etc.  Co.  v.  Clark,  5  Mont.  378; 
Hit-tuk-ho-mi  v.  Watts,  7  Smedes  & 
M.  363;  45  Am.  Dec.  308. 

°  Boatner  r.  Ventress,  8  Martin,  N. 
S.,  644;  20  Am.  Dec.  266;  Johnson  v. 
Towsley,  13  Wall.  72;  Garland  v. 
Wynn,  20  How.  6;  Moore  v.  Robbing, 
96  U.  S.  535;  Powers  v.  Leith,  53  Cal. 
712;  Lament  v.  Stimson,  3  Wis.  545; 
62  Am.  Dec.  696;  Boyce  v.  Dunn,  29 
Mich.  146;  Stater.  Bachelder,  7  Minn. 
121;  80  Am.  Dec.  410;  Shepley  v. 
Cowan,  91  U.  S.  340;  Quinby  v.  Con- 
Ian,  104  U.  S.  426;  Henry  v.  Welch, 
4  La.  547;  23  Am.  Dec.  490;  Lewis  v. 
Lewis,  9  Mo.  182;  43  Am.  Dec.  540: 
Vance  v.  Burbank,  101  U.  S.  514. 
State  V.  Smelting  Co.,  106  U.  S.  417; 
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be  corrected  by  the  courts,  and  the  proper  relief  granted.* 
And  a  patent  is  not  evidence  of  title  where  it  is  issued 
without  authority  of  law,  or  by  an  officer  not  authorized 
to  grant  it,''  or  where  it  is  issued  fraudulently  to  fictitious 
grantees,'  or  to  a  deceased  person/  The  land  officers  or 
the  executive  cannot  recall  or  cancel  a  patent  for  lands 
which  has  been  duly  issued,  delivered,  and  accepted,  or 
issue  another  one  upon  the  same  lands.  If  the  patent 
issued  ought  to  be  rescinded,  e.  g.,  because  procured  by 
fraud,  the  remedy  is  by  a  bill  in  equity  in  the  name  of 
the  government.®  An  order  of  the  executive  correcting 
a  grant  after  the  rights  of  third  parties  have  intervened 
is  inoperative  and  void.®  Courts  of  equity  have  power  to 
"eforni  or  correct  patents,  or  to  cancel  them  in  case  of 
fraud,  accident,  or  mistake.'  So  one  who  receives  a  pat- 
ent to  which  another  is  entitled  may  be  declared  a  trustee 
of  it  for  the  latter.' 


'Johnson  v.  Towsley.  13  Wall.  72; 
Wanen  v.  Van  Brunt,  19  Wall.  046; 
Slu'iiloy  V.  Cowan,  91  U.  S.  33U;  Dan- 
fortli  r.  Morrical,  84  III.  45(5;  liird  v. 
Ward,  1  Mo.  398;  1.3  Am.  Dec.  507; 
Hess  r.  Bolinger,  48  Cal.  349;  Quiiiby 
V.  Conlau,  104  U.  S.  420. 

•'  Tfxld  V.  Fisher,  26  Tex.  237;  Mc- 
Gairahan  v.  New  Idria  Co.,  49  Cal. 
332;  Alexander  v.  Greenup,  1  Muuf. 
134;  4  Am.  Dec.  541. 

"  United  States  v.  Coal  Co.,  18  Fed. 
Rep.  273;  United  States  v.  White,  17 
Fed.  Rep.  561;  Thomas  i;.  Wyatt,  31 
Mo.  188;  77  Am.  Dec.  640;  25  i\lo. 
24;  09  Am.   Dec.  446. 

♦(ialloway  v.  Finley,  12  Pet.  2G4. 
See  Trnnble  v.  Boothby,  14  Ohio,  109; 
45  Ami.  Dec.  526. 

'  .Moore  V.  Robbins,  90  U.  S.  530; 
Biekiifll  V.  CoHHtock,   113  U.  S.  149. 

"Svkes  V.  McRory,  10  Ga.  465;  54 
Am.  Dec.  402. 

Mohnson  r.  Towsley.  13  Wall.  72; 
United  States  v.  Tiiroekmorton,  98  U. 
S,  01;  Moore  v.  Robbins,  96  U.  S.  530; 
Blissdii  V.  Curry,  35  Iowa,  72;  Tison 
?'.  Yawn,  15  Ga.  491;  00  An:.  Dec. 
708.  See  Walker  v.  Wells,  17  Ga. 
547;  03  Am.  Dec.  252.  The  United 
States  has  the  same  remedy  in  euuity 


to  set  aside  or  annul  a  patent  for  land 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  in  procuring 
its  issue  which  an  individual  would 
have  in  regard  to  his  own  deed  pro- 
cured under  similar  circunistaiices: 
United  States  v.  Rose,  24  Fed.  Rep. 
196. 

8  Stark  w.  Mather,  Walk.  (Miss.)  181 ; 
12  Am.  Dec.  553;  Heenen  v.  Wood,  16 
La.  Ann.  263;  Garland  v,  Wynn,  20 
How.  8;  Lytle  v.  Arkansas,  22  How. 
203;  Shepley  v.  Cowan,  91  U.  S.  340; 
•Johnson  v.  Towsley,  13  Wall.  72;  Ste- 
phenson v.  Smith,  7  Mo.  610;  Estrada  w. 
Murphy,  19  Cal.  272;  Aulick  v.  Colvin 
6  B.  Mon.  289;  43  Am.  Dec,  164; 
Lewis  V.  Lewis,  9  Mo.  1S2;  43  Am.  Dec. 
540;  Groves  v.  Fulsome,  16  Mo.  543; 
57  Am.  Dec.  247;  Carman  v.  Johnson, 
20  Mo.  108;  61  Am.  Dec.  593;  Hayner 
V.  Stanley,  8  Saw.  214;  Wheat  v. 
Owens,  15  Tux.  241;  05  Am.  Deo.  164. 
The  addition  of  the  word  "trustee" 
to  the  patentee's  name,  without  men- 
tion of  any  trust  on  which  he  is  to 
hold  the  land,  does  not  prevent  the 
legal  title  from  passing  by  the  pat- 
entee's conveyance:  Cowell  v.  Colo- 
rado Springs  Co.,  100  U.  S.  55.  To 
r.liari,'e  the  holder  of  a  patent  as  a 
trustee,  it  is  not  enough  to  show  that 
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In  sales  of  hind  by  the  United  States,  the  law  gives  the 
right,  and  the  patent  is  considered,  not  the  title  itself,  but 
the  evidence  by  which  it  is  shown  that  the  prerequisites  to  a 
legal  sale  have  been  complied  with/  But  the  issuance  of 
the  patent  vests  the  legal  title  in  the  patentee.  Until  the 
patent  is  issued  the  party  is  not  invested  with  a  comi)lete 
perfect  title.^  The  record  of  a  United  States  patent  for 
land  in  the  government  office  at  Wasiiington  has  the  same 
force  as  the  patent,^  Connrmation  of  a  title  by  act  of 
Congress  is  equivalent  to  a  patent,  and  can  only  bo  de- 
feated by  a  prior  title  out  of  the  government.'*  Grants  by 
the  government  are  construed  favorably  for  the  grantor, 
and  pass  nothing  by  implication."  But  a  patent  should 
be  so  construed  as  to  reconcile  all  its  parts,  and  to  give 
effect  to  every  word  in  it,  if  possible.®  United  States  pat- 
ents pass  to  the  i)atentee  all  interest  of  the  United  States, 
whatever  it  may  have  been,  in  everything  connected  with 
the  soil, — everything  which  is  embraced  within  the  term 


the  patent  slidiild  not  have  been  issued 
to  him;  it  must  also  appear  that  it 
shouhl  have  bt'eu  awanled  to  the 
plaintiff:  Buliall  v.  Dilla,  114  U.  8. 
47. 

'  Goodlet  V.  Stnithson,  T)  Port.  24."); 
30  Am.  Dec.  Hfil;  Siuginer  /•.  ra<l- 
dock,  31  Ark.  o"Jl.  He  who  has  made 
an  entry  and  lias  received  a  certiliuate 
is  vested  with  tlie  ecpiitahle  estate  in 
the  lands,  wliicli  becomes  a  jierfect  lc<ral 
estate  upon  the  issuance  to  him  of  the 
patent,  the  final  act  by  wliicli  the  gov- 
ernnicut  parts  with  its  intirest.  Trior 
to  the  is.-uance  of  tlic  patent  the  ]iur- 
chaser  could  sell  and  cunvey  tiie  land 
as  completely  as  he  can  afterwards. 
The  patent  is  simply  l)L'tter  evidence 
of  liis  right  to  do  so:  liagiiell  v.  Krod- 
erick,  i;{  Pet.   450;  Carroll  r.  Satlbrd, 

3  How.  4U();  Frisbie  v.  Wiiitiuiy,  'J 
Wall.  187;  Hutchings  y.  Low,  1,")  Wall. 
SS;  Dickinson  v.  Brown,  U  Smedes  & 
M.  130;  Sweatt  v.  Corcoran,  37  Miss. 
51G;  Forbes  r.  Hall,  34  111.  107.  Un- 
til the  patent  issues,  the  legal  estate  is 
in  the  government:  Hronson  v.  Kukuk, 

4  Ddl.  41)0;  Le  Bean  r.  Armitage,  40 
Mo.   138.     And  ejectmcut    cannot  be 


maintained  upon  an  entry  in  a  lauil 
office;  it  will  only  lie  upon  a  patent: 
Hooper  V.  Scheimer,  23  How.  *23;'5. 

■''  Roads  V.  Synunes,  1  Olno,  'J>1;  13 
Am.  Dec.  0-1 ;  Teschemaclier  v.  Tiionip- 
son,  18  Cal.  11;  70  Am.  Dec.  liVJ;  Mc- 
Afee ('.  Keirn,  7  Smedes  &  M.  780;  45 
Am.  Dec.  331.  It  is  conclusive  against 
all  whose  rights  commence  subse- 
(juentlv  to  its  date:  Hoofnagle  v.  Aw- 
derson^  7  Wheat.  iil'J. 

^  Samls  V.  Davis,  40  Mich.  14. 

*  Boatner  r.  Walker,  1 1  La.  oSl';  .30 
Am.  Dec.  7-3;  Jack -on  r.  Stanley,  10 
Joiins.  133;  0  Am.  Dec.  310;  .Jackson 
r.  Astor,  1  I'inn.  137;  30  Am.  Dec. 
USI. 

^  Wilcoxon  r.  McGhee,  12  111.  381 ; 
54  Am.  Dec.  409;  Hagan  v.  Campbell, 
8  Port.  9;  Miners'  Bank  v.  United 
States,  1  (ireene,  553;  McManus  r. 
Carmicliael,  3  Iowa,  1;  (Green's  Kstate, 
4  Md.  Ch.  349;  Townscnd  i\  Brown, 
24  N.  J.  L.  80.  Cotitnt,  Middletou  r. 
Pritchard,  3  Scam.  510;  38  Am.  Dec. 
112. 

"  Budd  V.  Brooke,  3  Gdl,  198;  43 
Am.  Dec.  321;  Alexanders.  Lively,  5 
T.  B.  Mou.  159;  17  Am.  Dec.  50. 
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Mich.  14. 
1 1  La.  58-2;  30 
.   Stanley,  10 
;^1«);  Jackson 
ay  Am.  Doc. 

ie,  12  111.  381; 
u  V.  Cainphell, 
ink  V.  United 
;    McM;inns  r. 

ecu's  Kstate, 
3nil  t\    lii'owii, 

Middletou  r. 

88  Am.  Dec. 

Gill,  198;    43 
|er  ('.  Lively,  5 
Dec.  50. 


"land."*  This  includes  all  improvements,  and  crops  grow- 
ing thereon,  whether  severed  or  unsevered.''  But  title 
derived  from  the  government  is  no  better  than  title  from 
an  individual  owning  the  fee,  and  is  governed  by  the  same 
riilo.s.^  A  patent  of  the  United  States  to  ceded  lands 
formerly  belonging  to  another  government  is  not  only 
the  deed  of  the  United  States,  but  is  a  solemn  record  of 
tlie  action  and  judgment  of  the  government  with  respect 
to  the  validity  of  the  title  of  the  claimant  existing  at  the 
date  of  the  cession.*  Congress  has  absolute  power  over 
the  disposal  of  the  public  domain.  No  state  legislation 
can  interfere  with  this  subject.'  But  the  moment  the  pat- 
ent is  issued  and  the  title  secured  to  the  purchaser,  the 
land  enters  into  the  general  mass  of  the  property  of  the 
state,  relieved  from  all  control  of  the  federal  government." 
Acceptance  of  a  patent  for  lands  is  essential  to  its  taking 
etlect.  But  acceptance  is  presumed,  in  the  absence  of  ex- 
press dissent,  where  no  personal  obligations  are  imposed 
on  the  grantee;  and  is  presumed  from  the  time  when  the 
patent  is  placed  in  condition  for  acceptance.^  And  deliv- 
ery of  the  patent  for  public  land  is  not  essential  to  its 
validity.* 

§2697.  By  Pre-emption.  —  Title  to  land  may  be  ac- 
quired by  pre-emption,  which  is  a  right  secured  by  law 
to  bona  fide  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  giving  them  a 

'  Rogers  v.  Brent,  5  Gilm.  573;  50 
Am.  Dec.  423;  Tyniannus  v.  Williams, 
7  Humph.  80;  40  Am.  Dec.  69. 

*  Teseliemacher  v.  Thompson,  18 
Cal.  1);  79  Am.  Dec.  151. 

*  Farrington  v.  Wilson,  29  Wis.  383; 
Union  Mill  Co.  v.  Ferric,  2  Saw.  170; 
Bromsell  v.  Kukuk,  3  Dill.  490;  State 
V.  Bacheldur,  5  Minn.  223;  80  Am. 
Dec.  411. 

^  State  V.  Bachelder, 
80  Am.  Dec.  411. 

'  Leroy  v.    Jamison, 
Fazcnde  v.   Morgan,  31  La.  Ann.  549; 
Mackinnon  v.  Barnes,  6G  Barb.  91. 

**  Houghton  V.  Hardenberg,  53  Cal. 
181;  Cruz  u.  Martinez,  53  Cal.  239. 


'  Moore  v.  Smaw,  17  Cal.  199;  79 
Am.  Dec.  123;  Sawyer  v.  Cox,  63  111. 
130.  But  not  timber  cut  thereon 
prior  to  his  purchase:  Wincher  v. 
Slu-ewsl.ury,  2.Scam.  283;  35  Am.  Dec. 
108.  A  patent  for  agricultural  lands 
does  not  pass  title  to  known  deposits  of 
precious  metals:  Gold  Hill  Quartz 
Min.  Co.  V.  Ish,  5  Or.  104. 

-'  Floyd  r._Kicks,  14  Ark.  286;  58 
Am.  Dec.  374.  An  ollicial  survey  of 
government  lands  prevails  over  a 
private  survey:  Billingsley  v.  Bates, 
30  Ala.  376;  68  Am.  Dec.  126;  or  a 
suh.serpient  survey  after  the  patent  is 
is.iued:  Slack  v.  Orillion,  13  La.  56;  33 
Am.  Dec.  551. 


5   Minn.  223; 
3    Saw.    369; 
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prelerence  over  others  in  the  purchase  of  such  land.'  A 
mere  entry  by  a  settler  upon  land,  with  continued  occu- 
pancy and  improvement  thereof,  gives  no  vested  interest 
in  it,^  His  settlement  protects  him  from  intrusion  or 
purchase  by  others,  but  confers  no  right  against  the 
government.'  The  land  continues  subject  to  the  absolute 
disposing  power  of  Congress  until  the  settler  has  made 
the  required  proof  of  settlement  and  improvement,  and 
has  paid  the  purchase-money/  State  courts  have  no 
jurisdiction  in  regard  to  pre-emption  of  public  lands, 
unless  the  case  is  affected  with  fraud  or  trust.'  Where 
an  act  of  Congress  vests  the  officers  of  the  government 
with  absolute  discretion  in  determining  the  rights  of 
claimants  of  land,  the  courts  cannot  interfere.  But 
where  a  contest  arises  after  titles  have  emanated,  the 
courts  must  determine  the  validity  of  the  titles,  and  de- 
cide upon  the  legality  of  the  acts  of  the  officers.^  A  pre- 
emptor  has  no  title  or  estate  in  the  land  which  he  can 
sell  or  encumber;^  nor  is  a  pre-emption  right  an  estate 
of  which  a  widow  can  be  endowed,*  but  it  may  descend 

'  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  259;  Whitney    v.    Friable,    9  Wall.     18!); 

Bruner  v.  Maiilove,  3  Scam.  339;  3(j  Villey  v.  Janeau,  35   La.    Ann.    54'_'; 

Am.   Dec.  551;  Shepley  ?>.  Cowan,  91  Yosemite  Valley  Case,   15  Wall.    77; 

U.  S.  330.     To  constitute  this  right,  Gib-son  v.  Hutchins,  12  La.  Ann.  545; 

a  personal  settlement  by  the. claimant  68  Am.  Dec.  772. 

upon  tlie  land  is  necessary,  followed  *  Brown   v.   Throckmorton,    11    111. 

by  occupancy  of  the  land  <as  the  home  529;  Busch  v.  Donohne,  31  Mich.  4S:2; 

of  the  settler,  the  erection  of  a  dwell-  Grand  Gulf   R.   R.    Co.    v.   Bryan,  8 

ing-house  thereon,  and  the  cultivation  Smedes  &  M.  268;   Hutton  v.  Frisbio, 

and  improvement  of  the  land:  Kelly  37  Cal.  475;  Bower  ?\   Iligbee,  9  Mo. 

V.  Wallace.  14  Minn.  236;  Hosmer  v.  261;  Whitney  r.  Frisbie,  9  Wall.  KS9, 

Diiggan,  .56  Cal.  257;  Hosmer  r.  Wal-  195;  Yosemite  Valley  Case,  15  Wall. 

lace,  97  U.  8.  575;  (iambroU  v.  Steele,  77;    Henry  v.  Welch,  4  La.  647;   23 

58  Tex.  582.     One  is  entitled  to  only  Am.  Dec.  490. 

one    pre-emption   right:    Baldwin    v.  •'' Lewis  y.  Lewis,  9  Mo.  182;  13  Am. 

Stark,  107  U.  S.  463.     And  he  cannot  Dec.  541. 

intrude  upon  lands  in  the  actual  pos-  *  Perry  v.  O'Hanlon,  11  Mo.  585;  49 

session  of  others:   Davis  v.  Scott,  56  Am.  Dec.  100. 

Cal.  165;  Treuouth  v.  U.  S.,  100  U.  S.  '  Craig  v.  Tappan,  2  Sand.  Oh.   78; 

251;    Kendall  v.  Waters,  68  Cal.  26;  McElyea  v.   Hayter,  2  Port.   148;   27 

Bird  j;.  Ward,  1  Mo.  .398;  13  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Deo.  645;   Uatcliff  w.  Bridger,   1 

506.     Nor  can  one  enter  land  in  the  Rob.    (La.)    57;    36    Am.    Dec.    (183; 

name  of  another:  Higgins  v.  Higgins,  Stevens  v.  Hays,  1  Ind.  247;  48  Am. 

55  Mo.  346.  Dec.  359;    Kellom  v.  Easley,    1   DUl. 

«  Whitney  v.  Frisbie,  9  W.Ul.  189.  281. 

*  Colemau  v.   Allen,    75    Mo.    332;  ''  Davenport  v.  Farrar,  2  111.  314. 
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to  his  heirs.*     But  contracts  made  by  actual  settlers  on 
the  public  lands,  concerning  their  possessory  rights,  and 
concerning  the  title  to  be  acquired  in  future  from  the 
United  States,  are,  unless  forbidden  by  some  positive  law, 
valid  as  between  the  parties.^    And  after  the  issue  of 
a  patent,  assignments  and  transfers  of  the  pre-emption 
right  will  not,  be  inquired  into.*     When  the  purchase- 
money  has  been  paid,  and  the  receipt  of  the  proper  land- 
officer  has  been  given  to  the  purchaser,  he  obtains  a  vested 
right  in  the  land.*   Where  the  pre-emptor  has  done  every- 
thing in  his  power  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
an  act  of  Congress  which    iixes  a  liuiit  to  the   period 
within  which  he  may  avail  himself  of  the  IxMiefit  of  the 
act  in  which  the  limitation  is  made,  the  delay  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  government,  by  which  he  is  prevented  from 
obtaining  his  certificate  of  pre-emption  within  the  time 
limited,  will  not  defeat  his  riglit,  but  the  certificate  may 
be  granted  to  him   after  the  expiration  of  the  time  so 
limited  by  law.®     The  validity  of  a  certificate  of  pre-emp- 
tion may  be  impeached  in  ejectment  brought  by  the  pre- 
emptor  against  a  party  in  possession  under  the  authority 
of  the  United   States,  by  evidence  of  fraud  and  collusion 
between  the  pre-emptor   and  the   officers   granting  the 
certificate,  the  latter  knowing  the  land  not  to  be  subject 
to  pre-emption.'     The  legal  representative  of  one  who 
had  settled  on  land  in  anticipation  of  the  time  when  it 
would  be  opened  for  pre-emption,  and  lived  and  died  on 
it,  may,  upon  pre-emption  becoming  possible,  have  the 
title  to  such  land  made  complete  in  him,  and  his  rights 
cannot  be  affected  by  a  stranger  who  meantime  occupies 
the  land  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  him.''     An  entry  of 
public  land  gives  no  title  to  timber  cut  and  lying  upon  it 

1  Johnson  v.  Collins,  12  Ala.  322.  ^  Perry  v.  O'Hanlon,   11   Mo.   585; 

2  Lamb  v.  Davenport,  18  Wall.  .307.  49  Am.  Dec.  100. 
'Morganr.Curtenius,  4  McLean, 3(56.  *  Jamison  r.  Beaubien,  3  Scam.  113; 
*  Frisbie  v.  Whitney,  9  Wall.   187;  3G  Am.  Dec.  534. 

Nelson  V.  Sima,  23  Misa.  383;  57  Am.         "  Quiun   v.    Chapman,    111    U.    S. 
Dec.  145.  445. 
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at  the  time  the  entry  is  made'  A  prc-emptor  plaiiling  a 
crop  whicli  matures  after  his  prcj-emption  riu;ht  oxpircs, 
because  of  his  faihiro  to  pureharfo  during  tlio  time  allowed 
liim  hy  law,  nuiy  be  dispossessed  of  it  by  one  who,  after 
tlic  expiration  of  the  right,  purchases  from  the  govern- 
ment.'' 

^  2698.  By  Land  Warrant  or  Certificate.  —  In  some  of 
the  states  where  there  are  still  unoccupied  public  lands,  the 
statutes  give  power  to  the  proper  officers  to  sell  the  lands. 
On  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  purchase-money  a 
certificate  or  warrant  is  issued  to  the  purchaser,  to  be 
followed  by  a  deed  when  full  payment  is  made.^  Until 
the  deed  is  issued  the  fee  remains  in  the  state.*  But 
these  certificates  are  not  mere  chattels;  they  are  an  in- 
choate title  to  land;  they  are  assignable,  and  descend  to 
the  heirs  of  their  owner.*  A  certificate  of  purchase  of 
public  lands  issued  by  the  register  and  receiver  does  not 
constitute  evidence  of  title.  Such  certificate  is  evidence 
that  the  applicant  was  then  in  possession,  and  that  he 
had  cultivated  the  land  in  the  time  and  manner  required 
by  law.*  When  the  law  gives  preference  in  the  purchase 
of  government  land  to  a  particular  person,  and  he  in  the 
exercise  of  his  right  pays  the  money,  and  receives  from 
the  public  officer  a  receipt  for  it  and  a  certificate  that  he 
is  entitled  to  purchase,  the  sale  is  complete,  although  the 
evidence  of  it  cannot  be  made  out  in  a  prescribed  form.'' 
A  certificate  of  purchase  from  a  United  States  land-office 
issued  prior  to  a  patent  conveys  the  absolute  title,  and  a 
patent  subsequently  acquired  relates  back  to  the  date  of 

1  Keeton  v.   Audsley,  19  Mo.   302;  sec.    1110;    Reeder  v.   Barr,  4   Ohio, 

61  Am.  Dec.  561.  458;  Brush  d.  Ware,  15  Pet.  93;  Ross 

•^  Rasor  v.  Quails,  4  Blackf.  28G;  30  v.  Early,  39  Tox.  390.     After  its  loca- 

Ani.  iJec.  658.  tion,  a  land  certificate  becomes  a  chat- 

'  1  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  tel  real,  title  to  which  cannot  pass  by 

sec.  1110.  parol:  Hearne  v.  Gillett,  62  Tex.  2.3. 

*  1  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  "  Guidry  v.  Woods,  19  La.  334;  36 

see.  1110;  Carman  v.  Johnson,  20  Mo.  Am.  Dec.  677. 

108;  61  Am.  Dec.  593.  '  Kittridgen.Breaud,  4Rob.{La.)79; 

'  1  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  39  Am.  Dec.  513. 
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said  certificate.*  An  entry  upon  land  under  a  land- 
warrant  can  be  made  only  in  the  name  of  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  issued,  or  in  the  name  of  his  assignee.*  The 
assignee  of  a  land-warrant  fraudulently  procured  from 
the  government  has  no  higher  legal  rights  than  the 
warrantee;'  and  the  government,  though  the  warrant  be 
regular  on  its  face,  is  not  estopped  to  deny  its  validity, 
although  it  be  in  the  hands  of  an  assignee  for  value,  and 
without  notice.*  The  proprietors  of  a  land-warrant  may 
pursue  it  into  the  hands  of  assignees  and  purchasers  for 
valuable  consideration  having  notice  of  their  claim  be- 
fore they  acquired  legal  title  to  the  land.*  A  state  patent 
purporting  to  convey  title  which  is  void  upon  its  face, 
us  where  the  state  had  no  authority  to  convey,  may  be 
collaterally  attacked  in  an  action  of  ejectment.  A  patent 
issued  by  virtue  of  an  unconstitutional  act  is  void  upon 
its  face.' 

§  2699.  By  Conveyan'je. — The  most  frequent  method 
of  acquiring  title  to  real  estate  is  by  a  conveyance  by 
way  of  deed.^ 

§  2700.    Title  by  Prescription  —  Adverse   Possession. 

—  Title  by  prescription  is  founded  on  the  presumption 
that  he  who  has  had  a  quiet  and  uninterrupted  posses- 
sion of  a  thing  for  a  long  period  of  years  is  supposed  to 
have  a  just  right,  without  which  he  could  not  have  been 
sutfered  to  continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  it,  or  that  there 
has  been  a  grant  or  conveyance  or  agreement  giving  him 
the  right  which  by  lapse  of  time  has  been  lost.*    The 


'  Cavender  v.  Smith,  3  G.  Greene, 
349;  ill!  Am.  Dec.  54L 
-tJaltv.  Galloway,  4  Pet.  3.32. 

*  JJionson  V.  Keokuk,  3  Dill.  490. 

*  Broiisou  V.  Keokuk,  3  Dill.  4l"0. 

*  Patrick  V.  Marshall,  2  Bibb,  41;  4 
i  Am.  Deo.  070. 

« Winter  V.  Jones,  10  Ga.   190;  54 
[Am.  Dec.  379. 

'  See  ante,  Title  Contracts  — Deeds. 
276 


*  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  221;  Coolidge  w. 
Learue.l,  8  Pick.  503;  llicard  v.  Wil- 
liams, 7  Wlieat.  109;  Perley  v.  Lang- 
ley,  7  N.  H.  233;  Mitchell  v.  Walker, 
2  Aiken,  266;  16  Am.  Dec.  710;  Fitz- 
hugh  V.  Croghan,  2  J.  J.  Marsh.  429; 
19  Am.  Dec.  139;  University  of  Ver- 
mont V.  Reynolds,  3  Vt.  542;  23  Am. 
Dec.  234;  Casey  v.  Iiiloes,  1  dill,  430; 
39  Am.  Dec.  659;  Gathiugs  v.  Williams, 
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time  requisite  to  raise  the  presumption  and  to  give  a  ti- 
tle by  proscription  is  fixed  in  most  of  the  states  ut  twenty 
years,  tliough  in  some  it  is  shorter  and  in  some  longer.' 
Prescription  applies  more  generally  to  in  jorporeal  hercdi- 
taments,''  but  it  may  also  apply  to  lands.'  A  right  acquired 
by  prescrii)tion  is  as  perfect  as  one  acquired  by  grant.* 

Title  is  also  acquired  by  adverse  occupation,  i.  e.,  the 
actual  occupation  of  land  as  one's  own.*  Adverse  posses- 
sion for  the  statutory  time  gives  a  good  title.' 


I 


6  Ired.  487;  44  Am.  Doc.  49;  Wallace 
V.  Maxwell,  lOIrml.  110;  Gl  Am.  Dec. 
380;  McCulloch  v.  Wall,  4  Rich.  OS; 
53  Am.  Dec.  715;  Warren  v.  Jackson- 
ville, 15  III.  23G;  58  Am.  Dec.  610; 
McCoy  V.  Morrow,  18  III.  519;  08  Am. 
Dec.  578;  Legtr  v.  Doyle,  11  Rich. 
109;  70  Am.  Dec  240;  MoArthur  v. 
Carrie,  32  Ala.  75;  70  Am.  Dec.  529; 
Hieatt  r.  Morris,  10  Ohio  St.  523;  78 
Am.  Dec.  280;  Klein  v.  Gehruiig,  1'5 
Tex.  233;  78  Am.  Dec.  505;  Conger  v. 
Weaver,  fi  Cal.  548;  G5  Am.  Dec.  528. 
Tiiero  is  no  presumiition  of  a  grant 
from  the  state:  State  v.  Pacific  Uuauo 
Co.,  22  S.  C.  50.^ 

'  See  SliiiiHon's  American  Statute 
Law,  aec.  120;  Webher  ?>.  Chapman, 
42  N.  H.  320;  80  Am.  Dec.  111.  In 
Penn.sylvaiiia,  Louisiana,  and  Tennes- 
see, it  ia  seven  years  in  some  casea;  in 
Colorailo,  five;  in  Mississippi,  it  iaten; 
in  New  Jersey,  sixty  in  some  cases, 
thirty  in  others:  See  1  Stiiiison's 
American  Statute  Law,  see.  120. 

^  Nee  pout,  KasuiinMits;  Million  v, 
Riley,    1  Dana,  3511;  25  Am.  Dee.  149. 

'■'  Kieard  r.  Wiiliaiiis,  7  Whi'jit.  107; 
Melvin  v.  rroi)rift()rs,  10  I'lek.  137; 
Deery  v.  Cr:iy,  5  Wall.  79.'5. 

*  Weed  r.  Keenau,  CO  Vt.  74;  G  Am. 
St.  Rep.  93. 

^Sumner  v.  Mnrpliy,  2  Tlill  (S.  C), 
4SS;  27  Am.  Dec.  397;  Wall  v.  Shiud- 
ler,  47  Mo.  2S2. 

«(>rube  V.  Wells,  34  Iowa,  14S; 
Musick  V.  Barney,  49  Mo.  4.")S;  (Jayetty 
V.  Bethuue,  14  Mass.  53;  7  Am.  Dec. 
188;  Branch  v.  Doauo,  17  Comi.  402; 
Chaltin  v.  Malonu,  9  B.  Mon.  49(5;  50 
Am.  Dec.  525;  (larrett  v.  Jackson,  20 
Pa.  St.  331;  Muushower  w.  Patton,  10 
Serg.  &  R.  334:  13  Am.  Dec.  078; 
Camp  V.  Camp,  5  Conn.  291;  13  Am. 


Dec.  60;  Ferguson  v.  Kennedy,  Pock, 
321;  14  Am.  Dec.  701;SUuley  v.  Earl, 
5  Lit.  2S1;  14  Am.  Dec.  06;  Crockett 
V.  La.shbrook,  5  T.  B.  Men.  531;  17 
Am.  Doc.  98;  La  Frontbois  v.  Jackson, 
8  Cow.  589;  18  Am.  Dec.  403;  Varick 
V.  Jackson,  2  Wend.  166;  19  Am.  Deo. 
571;  Parteo  r.  Badget,  4  Yerg.  174; 
20  Am.  Dec.  220;  Uuiou  Canal  Co.  v. 
Younjr,  1  Whart.  410;  30  Am.  Dec. 
212;  Wallace  r.  Hannum,  1  Humph. 
443;  34  Am.  Dec.  659;  Wright  v. 
Criner,  9  Wattsi,  172;  36  Am.  Dec.  108; 
Watson  V.  (ire^'g,  10  Watts,  289;  30 
Am.  Dec.  176;  IJrown  v.  MeKiiimy,  9 
Watts,  505;  30  Am.  Dec.  139;  Berthe- 
lomy  V.  Johnson,  3  B.  Mon.  90;  38 
Am.  Dec.  179;  Farrow  ».  Edmundson, 
4  B.  Mon.  005;  41  Am.  Dec.  250; 
Maeklot  v.  Dul.reuil,  9  Mo.  473;  43 
Am.  Dec.  550;  Patterson  v.  Reigle,  4 
Pa.  St.  201;  45  Am.  Dec.  084;  Pitts r. 
BuUard,  3  Ga.  5;  40  Am.  Dec.  40,'); 
Moody  t;.  Fleming,  4Ga.  115;  48  Am, 
Dee.  210;  Conyera  v.  Kenan,  4  Ga, 
3()S;  48  Am.  Dee.  226;  Alexander  v. 
Walter,  8  Gill,  239;  50  Am.  Dee.  088; 
Stevenson  v.  McReary,  12  Smedus  & 
M.  9;  51  Am.  Dee.  102;  Williams  v. 
Harrell,  8  Ired.  E(i.  123;  55  Am.  Deo. 
442;  .Siearns  v.  llendmvass,  9  Cush. 
497;  57  Am.  Dec.  (lii;  S:;  niptlur  e. 
Rol)erts,  18  Pa  St 
000;  Armsti-, 


59  Am.   1 
wards,  16 
Slump  V. 
Dec.  300;  i,     ' 
1;  65  Am.  Dou 
(Jar/a,    15  Tex 


^'^;  57  Aim    Dee. 

'•        ■>teau,  5  .M<i.  'J.")l'); 
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140    Smith    ik  De  Li 
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Holmes  V.  Gay,  0  Bush,  47;  Den  v. 
Wright,  7  N.  J.  L.  175;  11  Am.  Dec. 
540;  Bansman  v.  Kelly,  38  Mian.  197; 
8  Am.  St.  Rep.  601. 
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Am. 


Dec.    40.') 


115;  48  Am. 
Keiiaii,  4  Ga. 
J6;  Alexander  c. 
lo  Am.  Dec.  OSS; 
\y,  12  Sniedea  & 
1102;  Williams  f. 
[;3;  55  Am.  Dec. 
9  Gush. 
iMvUer  r. 


,:i;  57 
Itean,  ;> 


Dee. 

5  Md.  250: 


■urklialter  '•   Kd- 

1)  Am.  D       744; 

d.  201;  »>i  Aui. 

Wood,  15  Tex. 

th   V.  De  La 

Dec.  147; 


iiiii 


n  V. 


sli,   47;  De 
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But  the  possession  must  have  boon  open,  peaccahle,  ex- 
clusive, contiuucd,  and  notorious.'  To  constitute  adverse 
possession,  it  is  necessary  the  party  must  claim  tho  prop- 
erty as  his  own.'  Possession  is  not  adverse  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  claim  to  the  entire  title.  The  possessor  must 
not  recognize  a  higher  title  as  vested  in  another  person.' 
One  entering,  not  adversely,  but  expressly  or  legally,  in 
subservience  to  owner's  title,  cannot  be  permitted  to  treat 
his  subsequent  continued  possession  as  adverse;  but 
before  the  statute  commences  to  run  in  his  favor,  the 
privity  between  him  and  the  owner  must  have  been  dis- 
owned and  severed  by  some  unequivocal  act.*  What  con- 
stitutes adverse  possession  depends  upon  the  nature  and 
situation  of  the  property,  and  the  uses  to  which  it  can  be 
applied,  or  to  wliich  the  owner  or  claimant  may  choose 
to  apply  it.'  Neither  actual  occupation,  cultivation,  nor 
residence  are  necessary  to  constitute  actual  adverse  pos- 
session, when  the  property  is  so  situated  as  not  to  admit 
of  any  permanent  useful  improvement,  and  the  continued 
claim  of  the  party  has  been  evidenced  by  public  acts  of 
ownership  such  as  he  would  exercise  over  property  which 


'  Salle  V.  Primm,  H  Mo.  529;  Rhodes 
r.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  304;  84  Am. 
Doc.  0:!l;  Lawton  r.  Rivers.  2  Mc- 
Ciinl,  445;  13  Am.  Dee.  741;  AVard  v. 
Warren,  ^2  N.  Y.  21)5;  Jackson  v. 
liurtou,  1  Wend.  341;  Connor  v.  8nl- 
livaii,  40C(inn.  20;  10  Am.  Rep.  10; 
i'liiluy  V.  Aiipleyard,  S  Ad.  &  K.  Kil; 
Wiiislow  »•.  \Vinslow,  52  Ind.  8;  (iil- 
li.-iue  r.  .ImuM,  20  Te.x.  243;  Arring- 
tiin  V.  Liscom,  .34  Cal.  305;  94  Am. 
l>.'c.  72J;  Wilsi.n  (-.  Hi'ury,  40  Win. 
5111;  ]!:iiley  i-.  Irhy,  2  Nott  &  MeC. 
34;!;  ID  Am.  Dec.  009;  Trotter  v.  Cas- 
si'ly;  .">  A.  K.  Marsh.  liOu;  13  Am.  Dec. 
181!;  Smith  V.  Hosmer.  7  N.  H.  430; 
28  Am.  Dec.  354;  Riehart  v.  Scott,  7 
Watts,  400;  32  Am.  Dec.  779;  Wafer 
V.  Pratt,  1  Rob.  41;  36  Am.  Dec.  681; 
H  liloy  V.  Carleton,  12  N.  H.  9;  .37  Am. 
1  '.  190;  Irvine  v.  McRao,  5  Humph. 
1;  42  Am.  Dec.  408;  School  Dist.  v. 
Jkuiou,  31  Me.  381;  52  Am.  Dec. 
1 618;  Morrison  v.  Kelly,  22  III.  610;  74 


Am.  Dec.  169;  Thomaa  v.  Rahh,  45 
Mo.  384;  Laramore  v.  Minisli,  43  Ga. 
282;  Unwman  v.  Lee,  4S  ^i().  3.35; 
Fuirate  r.  I'lcrce,  49  Mo.  -141;  TliomiJ- 
Kou  r.  Pioelif,  44  Cal.  .50S;  Winn  r. 
Ai.eh's.  •'-  K;in.  85;  57  Am.  Rop.  1.39; 
111.  Ctiit.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  lidiigtiUMi,  120 
111.  233;  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  aSI ;  Cock  v. 
Clinton,  04  Mich.  309;  8  Am.  St.  Re]). 
810;  l^vans  0.  Templeton,  0*  Tex.  375; 
5  Am.  St.  Rep.  71.  See  'iof</,  Ease- 
ments. 

■■' Snodij;ra.ss  v.  Andre\.s,  30  Misn. 
472;  04  Am.  Dec.  109. 

^  Jackson  ?'.  Johnson,  ."  Ci^w.  74;  15 
Am.  Dec.  433. 

*  Bannon  v.  Brandon,  .'j4  I'a.  St. 
203;  75  Am.  Dec.  655. 

"Royall  V.  Li.sle,  15  Cia.  .545;  0!) 
Am.  Dec.  712.  The  aetnal  occupancy 
may  he  by  acts  suitable  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  land,  whether  by  resident^., 
cultivation,  or  mining:  Bell  v.  Deuion, 
56  Ala.  444. 
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he  clijlmed  in  his  own  right,  and  would  not  exercise  over 
property  which  he  did  not  claim.'  To  constitute  adverse 
possession,  there  need  not  he  fence,  huildiiig,  or  otlicr 
improvement  made,  but  visible  aiid  notorious  acts  of 
ownership  exercised  over  the  premises  in  controversy  for 
the  statutory  time  are  sufficient.'^ 

The  law  presumes  that  where  title  is  shown,  the  true 
owner  is  in  possession  until  adverse  possession  is  proved 
to  begin;'  and  It  does  not  begin  until  an  actual  entry  is 
made,  accompanied  by  a  claim  of  title  hostile  to  that  of 
the  true  owner.*  In  order  to  make  it  a  bar,  strict  proof 
is  necessary  that  it  was  hostile  in  its  inception,  and  had 
continued  so  for  the  requisite  period;"  for  a  possession 
originally  adverse  may  be  converted  into  a  friendly  pos- 
session by  an  agreement  to  hold  under  the  person  having 
right."  Possession  ceases  to  be  ads'erse  where  the  owner 
of  land  for  a  valuai^le  consideration  agrees  with  the 
holder  that  suit  for  possession  shall  not  be  brought  dur- 
ing tlic  lifetime  of  either.'^  But  an  agreement  not  legally 
biiiding  cannot  change  an  adverse  into  a  friendly  posses- 
sion.^ Actual  possession  of  a  part  of  the  land  under  a 
claim  for  the  whole  tract  is  a  sutficient  adverse  posses- 
sion of  the  whole."     But  adverse  possession  of  a  disseisor, 


'  Ford  V.  Wilson,  35  Miss.  490;  72 
Am.  Dec.  1.38. 

Ul..yall  V.  Lisle,  15  0  545;  60 
Am.  Dec.  712. 

Jackson  v.  Sharp,  9  Johns.  163; 
G  Am.  Dec.  627;  Miner?'.  Mayor  etc., 
5  .Tuiins  i&  S.  171;  Carson  v.  Burnet,  1 
Uev   it  IJ.  546;  .^Z  Am.  Dec.  143. 

*  Jackson  v.  Parker,  3  Johns.  Ch. 
124;  Miner  v.  Mayor  etc.,  5  Jones  & 
S.  171;  Thomas  v.  BabL,  45  Mo.  384; 
Heed  ').  Bullock,  Litt.  Sel.  Cas.  510; 
12  A..'..  Dec.  345. 

°  JacU.son  V.  Waters,  12  Johns.  365; 
Ruii^'  r.  Shouberger,  2  Watts,  6(5;  26 
Am.  Doc.  95;  Gay  v.  MolUt,  2  Bibh, 
507;  5  Am.  Dec.  633. 

"  Gay  V.  Mollit,  2  Bibb,  506;  5  Am. 
Dec.  633. 

•  Dietiick  v.  Noel,  42  Ohio,  IS;  :i 
Am.  llep.  7S.S. 


8  Daniel :-.  Ellis,  1  A.  K.  Marsh.  60; 
10  Am.  Dec.  707. 

9  Taylor  w.  Buckner,  2  A.  K.  Mar.«li. 
18;  12  Am.  Dec.  354,  anil  note  35  T; 
Daniel  v.  Ellis,  1  A.  K.  Marsh.  60;  ]'^ 
Am.  Dec.  707;  Carson  v.  Burnett,  1  Dev. 
&  B.  546;  30  Am.  Dec.  143;  Jones  v. 
Perry,  10  Yerg.  59;  30  Am.  Dec.  430; 
Crowell  V.  Bebee,  10  Vt.  33;  32  Am.  Dec; 
172;  Overton  v.  Davisson,  1  Gratt.  211. 
42  Am.  Dec.  544;  Altemiis  ".  Loul^,  4Pa. 
8t.  254;  45  Am.  Dec.  0^8;  McOoliiian 
V.  Wilkes,  3  Strob.  465;  51  Am.  D<c. 
637;  Finlay  v.  (.'ook,  54  Barb.  9;  Fu- 
gate  '•.  I'eirce.  49  Mo.  441;  Humphriis 
V.  llotiniiin,  '33  Ohio  St.  395.  See 
Heavner  v.  Mor!,'an,  30  W.  Va.  335;  S 
Ain.  St.  Rep.  55.  Possession  is  suf- 
tioient  where  a  party  witli  his  teuaiits 
has  Docupieil  and  resided  upon  tlie 
legal  sulidivisiou  of  laud  described  in 
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or  of  one  who  enters  or  retains  possession  by  wrong,  can- 
not extend  beyond  the  limits  of  his  actual  occupancy;  he 
cannot  resort  to  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the  tract  upon 
which  he  enters.*  The  adverse  possession  of  a  disseisor 
includes  only  lands  actually  occupied  by  him  by  inclos- 
ures  and  improvements.^ 

There  is  no  constructive  possession  where  there  is  no 
claim  of  right  or  color  of  title.'  An  entry  is  by  color  of 
title  when  it  is  made  under  a  bona  fide,  and  not  pretended, 
claim  to  title.''  Possession  which  is  the  result  of  ignorance, 
inadvertence,  raisapprehension,  or  mistake  will  not  work 
a  disseisin.  It  is  the  intention  to  claim  title  wnich  makes 
the  possession  of  the  holder  adverse."*  The  tacking  of 
successive  possessions  is  permitted  in  order  to  raise  a  title 
by  adverse  enjoyment.^  But  several  successive  posses- 
sions cannot  be  "  tacked  "  to  make  a  continuous  adverse 
possession,  where  there  is  no  privity  of  estate  or  connec- 
tion of  title  between  the  parties  successfully  entering  on 
the  land.'  The  presumption  is  in  favor  of  a  possession 
in  subordination  to  the  title  of  the  true  owner;  an  ad- 
verse possession  must  be  strictly  proved.®     Adverse  pos- 


his  patent  for  the  period,  although 
such  party  has  subdivided  the  land 
iuto  town  lots.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
he  should  resitle  upon  every  part  and 
parcel  of  the  land:  Williams  v.  Hal- 
laiice,  23  111.  1<J3;  74  Am.  ')ec.  187. 
But  possession  of  two  tracts  jf  laud 
adjoining  the  one  in  dispute  or  seven 
years  is  not  such  possession  of  tlu! 
latter  tract  as  will  give  the  party  in 
possession  a  good  title  under  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  although  the  three 
tracts  were  conveyed  by  one  deed  as 
separately  described:  Loftin  v.  Cobb, 
1  Junes,  406;  62  Am.  Dec.  173. 

'  iSt.  Louis  V.  Gorman,  29  Mo.  593; 
77  Am.  Deo.  586. 

^  Hall  V.  Powel,  4  Serg.  &  R.  45(i; 
8  Am.  Dec.  723;  Jackson  v.  Woodruff, 
1  Cow.  276;  13  Am.  Doc.  525. 

^  Riley  u.  Jameson,  3  N.  H.  23;  14 
Am.  Doc.  325;  Wells  v.  Jackson  Mt'g. 
Co.,  4SN.  H.  4!tl;  Crispen  r.  Hauna- 
vea,    50    Mo.    536;    Colviu    v.     Laud 


Ass'n,  23  Neb.  75;  8  Am.  St.  Rep. 
114.  Color  of  title  is  that  which  in 
appearance  is  title,  but  which  in  real- 
ity is  no  title:  Edgerton  v.  Bird,  6  Wis. 
527;  70  An'.  Dec.  473.  Whether  an 
adversary  possession  undera  clain  of 
title  be  under  a  good  or  bad,  a  legal 
or  an  equitable,  title,  is  inunaterial: 
Shanks  v.  Lancaster,  5  Gratt.  110;  50 
Am.  Dec.  108. 

*  Green  v.  Kellum,  23  Pa.  St.  254; 
02  Am.  Dec.  332. 

°  Riley  v.  Griffin,  16  Ga.  141;  60 
Am.  Dec.  726. 

«Innist>.  Miller,  10  Mart.  2S0:  13 
Am.  Dec.  330,  and  note  331;  Beal  v. 
Brook,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  2:^2;  23  Am. 
Dec.  401. 

'  Melvin  I'.  Proprietors,  5  Met.  15; 
38  Am.  Dec.  385;  Pegues  v.  Warlev, 
14  S.  C.  ISO;  Hammond  v.  Crosby,  68 
Ga.  767. 

"J.icksonr.  Sharp,  9  Johns.  Ki!!;  6 
Am.   Dec.  267;    Den  v.  Webb,  4  Duv. 
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session  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury.*  Where  the 
possession  is  sliown  to  be  adverse  to  the  true  owner,  it 
need  not  be  adverse  to  the  wliole  world.^  Possession 
taken  under  a  contract  of  purchase  is  not  adverse,^  until 
full  payment  has  been  made  according  to  its  terms.'*  Pos- 
session obtained  by  buying  the  claim  of  a  vendee  who  is 
in  possession  under  an  executory  contract  to  purchase  is 
not  adverse  to  the  vendor,  but  is  a  continuation  of  his  pos- 
session;' nor  a  possession  originating  under  a  mistake 
as  to  boundaries."  Possession  under  an  entry  originally 
made  in  a  fiduciary  capacity,  to  become  adverse,  must  be 
evidenced  by  some  decisive  act  or  declaration.^  The  pos- 
session of  a  cestui  que  trust  becomes  adverse  when  the 
legal  title  is  conveyed  in  violation  of  the  trust.*  A  son 
may  liold  adversely  to  his  parent,  but  the  character  of  the 
possession  is  a  question  for  the  jury.'  One  who  enters  on 
land  under  a  deed  from  a  husband  does  not  enter  adversely 
to  the  husband's  right,  and  hence  the  statute  will  not 
commence  running  against  the  wife  until  the  husband's 
death. ^'^    A  tenant  cannot  set  up  his  possession  as  adverse 


•JflO;  25  Am.  Dec.  711;  Rung  v.  Shone- 
Ijuryer,  2  Watts,  23;  26  Am.  Dee.  Uo; 
Smith  V.  Hosmer,  7  N.  H.  436;  28 
Am.  Dec.  354;  Pownal  v.  Taylor,  10 
Leigh,  172;  34  Am.  Dec.  725;  Stamper 
r.  (irifllii,  20  Ga.  312;  65  Am.  Dec. 
628;  \Vt  iver  r.  Wildon,  48  111.  125; 
Schwalli);ick  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  69  Wis.  292; 
2  Am.  St.  Rep.  740;  Pa>;e  v.  Hrauch, 
97  N.  C.  97;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  281. 

'  Beverly  v.  Burke,  9  Ga.  440;  54 
Am.  Dec.  351;  Webb  v.  Richarddon, 
42  Vt.  465;  Huiitingtoa  v.  Allen,  44 
Mis.s.  654. 

■■'  Liddoat;.  Hodnett,  22  Fla.  442. 

»  Browning  v.  Estes,  3  Tex.  462;  49 
Am.  Dec.  760.  But  after  conveyance 
the  vendee  may  take  advantage  of 
such  possession  in  order  to  establish 
adverse  possession:  Valentine  v. 
Cooley,  Meigs,  613;  33  Am.  Dec.  107. 

♦Drew  V.  Towle,  SON.  H.  531;  64 
Am.  Dec.  309. 

"  r>ual  V.  Brook,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  232; 
23  Am.  Dec.  401. 


«  Howard  v.  Reedy,  29  Ga.  152;  74 
Am.  Dec.  58;  Mills  v.  Penny,  74  Iowa, 
122;  7  Am.  St  Rep.  474.  Contra, 
Te.x  V.  Pllug.  24  Neb.  665;  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  231.  That  the  land  was  held 
through  a  mistake  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  boundaries  will  not  destroy  the 
adverse  character  of  the  holding,  if  the 
party  has  occupied  and  received  the 
rents  and  profits  as  his  own:  French  n. 
Pearce,  8  Conn.  439;  21  Am.  Dec. 
6S0. 

'  Martini'.  Jackson,  27  Pa.  St.  504; 
07  Am.  Dec.  489. 

•^  Scott  V.  (Jallagher,  14  Serg.  &  R. 
3.33;  16  Am.  Dee.  508. 

8  Roberts  v.  Roberts,  2  McCord,  208; 
13  Am.  Dec.  721. 

'"  Culler  V.  Motzer,  13  Serg.  &  R. 
356;  15  Am.  Dec.  605.  A  widow  to 
\.'hom  dower  has  been  assigned  can- 
not acquire  an  adverse  possession  as 
against  the  heir:  Malloy  v,  Bruden,  Si) 
N.  C.  261. 
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to  his  landlord  while  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
continues.*  And  no  disseisin  of  the  tenant  of  a  particular 
estate,  and  occupation  under  it,  however  long  continued, 
will  affect  the  right  of  the  reversioner.''  To  constitute 
adverse  possession,  the  tenant  must  either  remain  per- 
manently upon  the  land,  or  else  occupy  it  in  such  a  way 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  true  owner  not 
only  as  to  who  the  adverse  claimant  is,  but  also  that  it  is 
I  his  purpose  to  keep  the  owner  out  of  his  land.' 
M  An  entry  after  the  recording  of  a  deed  cannot  relate 
*  back  to  the  time  the  deed  bears  date  so  as  to  make  an 
adverse  possession  from  such  date.*  No  adverse  posses- 
sion can  originate  against  an  estate  until  administration 
is  granted  thereon."  The  presumption  of  a  grant  from  ad- 
verse user  does  not  exist  where  the  person  against  whom 
the  presumption  must  operate  was  at  the  expiration  of 
the  twenty  years  incapable  of  making  a  grant.®  No  pre- 
sumption of  a  deed  or  grant  arises  against  remaindermen 
or  reversioners  by  an  adverse  possession  of  twenty  years 
or  more  during  the  continuance  of  a  particular  estate.' 
Possession  of  one  having  a  right  of  possession  under  one 
title,  but  claiming  under  another,  the  latter  being  a-^verse, 
the  former  not,  is  deemed  to  be  a  possession  under  the  ti- 
tle which  is  not  adverse.*  One  w^ho,  under  a  deed  purport- 
ing to  convey  in  severalty,  enters  upon  the  possession  of 
land,  holds  it  adversely  to  the  whole  world,  though  his 
grantor  held  as  a  tenant  in  common  with  others."  A 
party  having  actual  prior  possession  may  recover  posses- 


»Cainpl)ell  v.  Shipley,  41  Me.  81; 
Jackson  v.  Davis,  5  Cow.  123;  15  Am. 
Dec.  4.")!;  Jackson  v.  Harsen,  7  Cow. 
32.S;  17  Am.  Dec.  517;  Peoples.  Trin- 
ity Church,  22  N.  Y.  44.  See  ante, 
Landlord  and  Tenant. 

"  Milkr  V.  Ewing,  6  Gush.  34;  Jack- 
son ?•.  Sohoonmaker,  4  Johns.  390; 
Salmon  v.  Davis,  29  Mo.  176. 

^  Deuham  v.  Holeman,  26  Ga.  182; 
71  Am.  Deo.  198. 


*  Jackson  v.  Andrews,  7  Wend.  152; 
22  Am.  Dec.  574. 

*  Miller  v.  Surls,  19  Ga.  331;  65  Am. 
Dec.  592. 

6  Watkina  v.  Peck,  13  N.  H,  360; 
40  Am.  Dec.  156. 

'  McCorry  v.  King,  3  Humph.  267; 
39  Am.  Dec.  165. 

»  Nichols  V.  Reynolds,  1 R.  I.  30;  36 
Am.  Dec.  238. 

»  Culler  V.  Motzer,  18  Serg.  &  R. 
366;  15  Am.  Dec.  604. 
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sion  from  a  second  possessor  when  both  claim  only  by 
possession,  and  the  suit  is  between  the  two  parties  only.' 

§2701.  By  Estoppel. — Title  maybe  acquired  by  estoppel, 
— estoppel  being  where  a  man  is  concluded  byhisowu  act 
or  deed  to  show  the  truth.^  It  is  a  rule  of  law  that  a  man 
shall  always  be  estopped  by  his  own  deed,  and  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  aver  or  prove  anything  contrary  to  that 
which  he  has  once  solemnly  alleged  under  seal.'  If,  there- 
fore, it  is  manifest  on  the  face  of  the  conveyance,  either 
by  recital,  admission,  covenant,  or  in  any  other  way,  that 
the  parties  actually  intended  to  cojivey  and  receive  tlie 
identical  estate  and  interest  which  is  the  subject-matter 
pur[)orting  to  be  conveyed  by  the  instrument,  they  shall 
be  held  estopped  from  denying  the  operation  of  the  deed 
according  to  its  manifest  intent.*  So  where  a  person 
conveys  land  which  he  does  not  own,  and  afterwards  he 
obtains  title  to  it,  he  will  be  estopped  from  setting  it  up 
against  his  grantee,  or  any  person  claiming  under  him,* 


'  Humphreys  v.  McCall,  9  Cal.  59;  70 
Am.  Dec.  Ii21. 

^  Piper  V.  Hoard,  107  N.  Y.  73;  1 
Am.  kit.  Rep.  789. 

'*  Douglass  V.  Scott,  5  Ohio,  199;  Doe 
V.  Dowilall,  3  Houst.  3(39;  11  Am. 
Rep.  757;  Sinclair  v.  Jackson,  8  Cow. 
580;  Clark  r.  Baker,  14  Cal.  (312;  7G 
Am.  Dec.  449;  Taylor  v.  Sangrain,  1 
Mo.  App.  311'. 

*  Byrne  v.  Morehouse,  22  111.  G03; 
Deuii  V.  Cornell,  3  Johns.  Cas.  50(5; 
Atlantic  Dock  Co.  v.  Leavitt,  54  N.  Y. 
35;  13  Am.  Rep.  550;  Root  v.  Crack, 
7  Pa.  St.  380;  Jefferson  v.  Howell,  1 
Houst.  183;  Stow  v.  Wyse,  7  Conn. 
214;  18  Am.  Dec.  99;  Fredericks  v. 
Davis,  3  Mont.  251;  McCusker  r.  Mc- 
Evey,  9  R.  I.  528;  11  Am.  Rep.  295; 
Reynolds  v.  Cook,  83  Va.  817;  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  317. 

^  Brown  v.  McCormick,  C  Watts,  GO; 
31  Ant.  Dec.  450;  note  to  Trull  v. 
Eastman,  3  Met.  121,  iu  37  Am.  Dec. 
129;  Bank  v.  Mersereau,  3  Barh. 
5-J8;  49  Am.  Dec.  189;  Hlanchard  v. 
Ellis,  1  Gray,  195;  01  Am.  Deo.  417. 


A  conveyance  by  an  heir  apparent  es- 
tops him  I'roni  recovering  the  property 
when  it  subsequently  descends  to  him: 
McPlierson  v.  Cuidiff,  11  Serg.  &  R. 
422;  14  Am.  Dec.  042.  Title  acquireil 
by  one  who  has  previously  conveyeel 
with  warranty  immediately  vests  iu 
his  grantee,  his  heirs  or  assigns:  Bank 
of  Ucieay.  Mersereau,  3  Barb.  Ch.  528; 
49  Am.  Dec.  189.  A  conveyance  by 
one  co-tenant  to  another  for  tiie  pur- 
poses of  partition,  with  a  special  cove- 
nant of  warranty,  will  estop  the  gran  tor 
from  asserting  a  title  acquired  subse- 
quent to  the  conveyance,  and  based  on 
a  ta.x  sale  made  prior  thereto:  VVd- 
liams  V.  Ciray,  3  Greenl.  207;  14  Am. 
Dec.  234.  At  common  law  after-ac- 
quired title  did  not  inure  to  the  benefit 
of  grantee,  where  tlus  conveyance  was 
by  bargain  and  sale,  or  by  lease  aiul 
release  unaccompanied  witli  covenants 
of  warranty.  The  Calilornia  act  con- 
cerning conveyance  changes  rule  of 
coininon  law  as  to  effect  ol  duetls  upon 
8ub.iequently  acquired  interests  ot  the 
grantor,  and  gives  them  au  operatiuu 
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and  the  estoppel  of  the  grantor  to  deny  the  grantee's  title 
arising  from  his  deed  extends  to  all  persons  who  claim 
from  or  under  the  grantor  by  title  acquired  subsequent 
to  the  grant,  whether  by  deed  or  otherwise.'  But  a  ven- 
dor of  land  is  not  estopped  to  assert  title  subsequently 
acquired,  unless  by  doing  so  he  is  obliged  to  deny  or  con- 
tradict some  fact  alleged  in  his  former  conveyance;''  and 
to  pass  an  estate  by  estoppel,  the  party  must  have  power 
to  pass  it  by  a  direct  conveyance.^ 

There  is  also  an  equitable  estoppel  or  estoppel  in  pais, 
where  a  person,  by  his  conduct  or  words,  has  induced 
others  to  act.  To  create  an  equitable  esto[)[)ol,  the  person 
sought  to  be  estopped  must  do  some  act  or  make  some 
admission  to  influence  the  conduct  of  another,  which  act 
or  admission  is  inconsistent  with  the  claim  he  pro^joses 
now  to  make;  and  the  other  party  must  have  acted  on 
the  strength  of  such  act  or  admission.''  And  the  first 
party  must  know,  or  have  sufhcieut  reason  to  believe, 
that  the  other  will  place  himself  in  a  different  position, 
or  subject  himself  to  additional  injury  in  consequence  of 
the  action  or  representation.^     Thus  if  a  man  having  a 

equivalent  to  the  most  expressive  cove-  316;  32  Am.  Dec.  635;  Barham  v,  Tur- 
uant  of  warranty:  Clark  v.  Baker,  14-  bevillt,  1  Swan,  437;  57  Am.  Dec. 
Cal.  012;  76  Am.  Dec.  449.  Subsequent  782;  Smith  v.  Alariner,  5  Wis.  551; 
title  acquired  by  the  grantor  under  a  68  An.  Dec.  73;  Penn  d.  Heisey,  19111. 
quitclaim  deed  does  not  inure  to  the  295^  68  Am.  Dec.  597;  Seymour  v. 
lieuetit  of  the  grantee:  Tdlotson  v.  Lewis,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  438;  78  Am.  Dec. 
Kennedy,  5  Ala.  407;  39  Am.  Dec.  330.      108;  Waters's  Appeal,  35  Pa.  St   523; 

'Gilliam  v.  Bird,  8  Ired.  280;  49  78  Am.  Dee.  354;  Drew  v.  Kimball,  43 
Am.  Dec.  379;  McWilliams  v.  Kisly,  N.  11.  282;  80  Am.  Dec.  163.  Toconsti- 
2  Serg.  &  K.  507;  7  Am.  Dec.  654;  tute  estoppel  »i  pti/.s,  there  must  be, — 
Mcliee  V.  Wallis,  57  Miss.  638;  34  1.  An  admis.sion  inconsistent  with  the 
Am.  Rep.  484;  Doe  v.  Dugan,  8  Ohio,  evidence  proposed  to  be  given,  or  the 
87;  31  Am.  Dec.  432.  claim  offered  to  be  set  up;  2.   An  ac- 

^  Partridge  v.  Patten,  33  Me.  483;  tiun  by  the  adverse  party  upon  such 
54  Am.  Dec.  633.  admi-ision;  3.   An  injury  to  lum  by  al- 

•*  Ddugal  y.  Pryer,  3  Mo.  40;  22  Am.  lowing  the  admission  to  be  disproved: 
Dec.  458. 

*  Now  York  Rubber  Co.  v.  Rothery, 
107  N.  Y.  310;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  822. 

*  Wheaton  v.  North  Britisli  and  M. 
Ins.  Co.,  76  Cal.  415;  9  Am.  St.  Rep. 
210;  Brett,  L.  J.,  in  Carr  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
L.  R.  10  Com.  P.  307;  Town  v.  Need- 
ham,  3  Paige,  545;  24  Am.  Dec.  246; 
L'Auiourcux  V,  Vaudenburgh,  7  Paige, 


Taylor  v.  Zepp,  14  Mo.  482;  55  Am. 
Dec.  113.  To  constitute  estoppel  in 
p<ii,%  it  nmst  appear  that  the  ileclara- 
tions  or  acts  relied  on  iuHueiued  the 
party's  conduct:  Malloney  v.  Horan, 
49  N.  Y.  Ill;  10  Am.  Rep.  335;  Titus 
V.  Morse,  40  Me.  348;  63  Am.  Dec.  665; 
AloxaiMer  ?-.  Kerr,  2  Rawle,  83;  19 
Am.  Deo.  617. 
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title  to  an  estate  which  is  offered  for  sale,  and  knowing 
his  title,  stands  by  and  encourages  the  sale,  or  does  not 
forbid  it,  and  thereby  another  person  is  induced  to  pur- 
chase the  estate,  the  former,  so  standing  by,  will  be 
bound  by  the  sale.'  So  if  one  man  encourages  another 
to  settle  on  land  and  expend  his  money  in  improving  it, 
he  who  offers  the  inducement  shall  not  afterwards  allege 
anything  against  the  settler's  title.^  So  if  the  owner  of 
land  intentionally  leads  the  public  to  believe  that  he  has 
dedicated  it  to  public  use,  he  will  be  estopped  from  con- 
tradicting the  dedication,  to  the  prejudice  of  those  whom 
he  may  have  misled.' 

But  to  apply  the  doctrine  of  equitable  estoppel,  there 
must  be  some  intended  deception  in  the  conduct  or  dec- 
larations of  the  party  to  be  estopped,  or  such  gross  neg- 
ligence on  his  part  as  to  amount  to  constructive  fraud.* 


1  Sherrill  v.  Sherrill,  73  N.  C.  8; 
Gray  v.  Bartlett,  20  Pick.  193;  32  Am. 
Dec.  208;  Eiigle  v.  Burns,  5  Call,  463; 
2  Am.  Dec.  593;  Briukerh'iflf  v.  Lans- 
ing, 4  Johns.  Ch.  65;  8  Am.  Dec.  538; 
Henderson  v.  Overton,  2  Yerg.  394; 
24  Am.  Dec.  492;  Crest  v.  Jack,  3 
Watts,  238;  27  Am.  Dec.  353;  Daiiley 
V.  Rector,  10  Ark.  211;  50  Am.  Dec. 
242;  Blaucliard  v.  Allen,  5  La.  Ann. 
367;  52  Am.  Dec.  594;  Ooiletfroy  v. 
Caldwell,  2  Cal.  489;  56  Am.  Dec.  360; 
Sanderson  r.  Ballance,  2  Jones  Eq. 
322;  67  Am.  Dec.  218;  Bryan  v.  Rami- 
rez, 8  Cal.  461;  68  Am.  Dec.  340; 
Workman  v.  Guthrie,  29  Pa.  St.  495; 
72  Am.  Dec.  654;  Guflfey  );.  O'Reilly, 
88  Mo.  4!  8;  57  Am.  Rep.  424.  A 
person  ignorant  of  his  claim  to  prop- 
erty is  not  estopped  from  sul)sL(^ueurly 
asserting  it,  although  he  stamls  by 
and  sees  the  property  sold  as  that  ot 
another:  Morrison  v.  Caldwell,  5  T. 
B.  Mon.  426;  17  Am.  Dec.  84.  A 
person  is  not  estopped,  who,  having 
title  to  land  depeudmg  upon  the  con- 
striicliou  of  a  wdl,  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  his  rights,  stands  by  and  sees 
another  layout  money  and  make  large 
investments  in  the  property,  and  does 
not  give  notice  of  his  claim:  Tongue 
V.  Nutwell,  17  Md.  212;  79  Am.  Dec. 
649. 


2  McKelvey  v.  Trubey,  4  Watts  & 
S.  323;  Henderson  v.  Overton,  2  Yerg. 
394;  24  Am.  Dec.  492;  Irwin  v.  Nixon, 
11  Pa.  St.  419;  51  Am.  Dec.  559;  Mc- 
Kelway  v.  Armour,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  115; 
64  Am.  Dec.  445;  Rutherford  v.  Tracy, 
48  Mo.  325;  8  Am.  Rep.  104. 

^  Hobbs  V.  Lowell,  19  Pick.  405;  31 
Am.  Dec.  145;  State  v.  Trask,  6  Vt. 
3.55;  27  Am.  Dec.  5.54;  Noyes  l\  Ward, 
19  Conn.  250;  Boyce  v.  Kalbaugh,  47 
M.l.  334;  28  Am.  Rep.  464;  Gilliam 
V.  Bird,  Sired.  280;  49  Am.  Dec.  379. 

*  Treuton  Banking  Co.  v.  Duncan, 
86  N.  Y,  221;  VVatkius  y.  Peck,  13  N. 
H.  360;  40  Am.  Due.  156;  McAffery 
V,  Conovor,  7  Ohio  St.  99;  70  Am. 
Dec.  57;  Beauplaiul  w.  McKeeu,  28  Pa. 
St.  124;  70  Am.  Dec.  1!5;  Odliii  v. 
Gove,  41  N.  li.  465;  77  Am.  Dec.  773; 
Brant  v.  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  93  U.  S. 
326;  Thayer  u.  Bacon,  3  Allen.  163; 
80  Am.  Dec.  59.  "In  all  this  class  of 
cases,"  says  Story,  "  the  doctrine  pru- 
ceeils  upon  the  ground  of  constructive 
fraud  or  of  gross  negligence,  which  in 
ett'uct  implies  frauu.  And,  therefore, 
when  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
repel  any  such  inference,  although 
there  may  be  some  degree  of  negli- 
gence, yet  courts  of  equity  will  not 
grant  relief.  It  has  been  accordingly 
laid  down  by  a  very  learned    judge 
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And  two  things,  it  is  said,  must  concur  to  create  an  estop- 
pel by  whicli  an  owner  may  be  deprived  of  his  property, 
by  the  act  of  a  tliird  person,  without  his  assent:  1.  The 
owner  must  clothe  the  person  assuming  to  dispose  of  the 
property  with  the  apparent  title  to  or  authority  to  dispose 
of  it;  and  2.  The  person  alleging  the  estoppel  must  have 
acted  and  parted  with  value  upon  the  faith  of  such  ap- 
parent ownership  or  authority,  so  that  he  will  be  the  loser 
if  the  appearances  to  which  he  trusted  are  not  real.' 
Where,  in  a  dispute  concerning  boundaries,  one  of  tiie  par- 
ties admits  and  yields  to  the  claim  of  the  other  through  mis- 
take, and  without  con.^ideration,  he  will  not  be  estopped 
from  asserting  his  right  upon  discovering  the  mis- 
take.* 
A  party  who  at  the  trial  argues  that  a  certain  deed  vests 


that  the  case!*  on  this  subject  go  to 
this  result  only:  that  there  must  be 
positive  fraud  or  concealment,  or  neg- 
gligence  so  gross  as  to  amount  to  con- 
siiuctive  fraud":  1  Story's  Eq.  Jur. 
391.  To  the  same  purport  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  adjudged  cases.  Thus 
it  is  said  by  the  supreme  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania that  "the  primary  ground 
of  the  doctrine  is,  that  it  would  be  a 
fraud  in  a  party  to  assert  what  his 
previous  conduct  had  denied,  when  on 
the  faith  of  that  denial  others  have 
acted.  The  element  of  fraud  is  essen- 
tial, either  in  the  intention  of  the  party 
estojiped,  or  in  the  effect  of  the  evi- 
dence which  he  attempts  to  sot  up  ": 
Hill  V.  Epley,  31  Pa.  St.  334;  Hen- 
Bhawt>.  Bissell,  IS  Wall.  271;  Biddle 
Bog;4s  V.  Merced  Mining  Co.,  14  Cal. 
SOS;  Davis  v.  Davis,  2G  Cal.  23;  85 
Am.  Dec.  157;  Commonwealth  v. 
Moltz,  10  Pa.  St.  .531;  Copuland  y.  Cope- 
laud,  28  Me.  539;  Uelaplaine  v.  Hitch- 
cock, 6  Hill,  14;  Hawes  v.  Marchant, 
1  Curt.  130;  Zuchtmann  v.  Roberts, 
109  iMass.  53;  12  Am.  Rep.  663.  And 
it  would  seem  that  to  the  enforcement 
of  an  estoppel  of  this  character  with 
respect  to  the  title  of  property,  such 
as  will  prevent  a  party  from  asserting 
his  leyal  rights,  and  the  effect  of  which 


will  be  to  transfer  the  enjoyment  of 
the  property  to  another,  the  intention 
to  deceive  and  mislead,  or  negligence 
so  gross  as  to  be  culpable,  should  be 
clearly  established:  Id. 

'  Bernard  v.  Campbell,  55  N.  Y. 
456;  14  Am.  Rep.  289.  It  is  also 
essential,  for  its  application  with  re- 
spect to  the  title  of  real  property,  that 
the  party  claiming  to  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  conduct  or  declara- 
tions of  another  to  his  injury  was 
hiinself  not  only  destitute  of  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  state  of  the  title, 
but  also  of  any  convenient  and  avail- 
able means  of  acquiring  such  know- 
edge.  He  must  not  be  guilty  of 
laches.  Where  the  condition  of  the 
title  is  known  to  both  parties,  or  both 
have  the  same  means  of  ascertaining 
the  truth,  there  can  be  no  estoppel: 
Crest  V.  Jack,  3  Watts,  240;  27  Am. 
Dec.  353;  Knouff  r.  Thompson,  16  Pa. 
St.  361;  Brant  v.  Virginia  Coal  Co., 
93  U.  S.  326;  Trenton  Banking  Co. 
V.  Duncan,  86  N.  Y.  221;  Odlin  v. 
Gove,  41  N.  H.  465;  77  Am.  Dec.  773; 
Tongue  v.  Nutwell,  17  Md.  212;  79 
Am.  Dec.  649. 

^  Stuart  V.  Luddington,  1  Rand.  403; 
10  Am.  Dec.  650. 
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title  in  him  is  not  precluded  either  by  way  of  estoppel  or 
presumption  from  insisting  that  another  deed  shown  in 
evidence  or  presumed  did  so  vest  it.*  A  remainderman 
is  not  estopped  by  the  silence  of  tlie  tenant  for  life  when 
remarks  are  made  in  his  presence  in  disparagement  of 
his  title.*  And  the  state — the  sovereign  power  —  is  not 
estopped  by  its  grants.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  tenant  by  the  curtesy  conveyed  the  land 
in  fee,  with  full  covenants  of  warranty,  and  afterwards  died, 
leaving  assets  equal  to  the  land.  Held,  that  his  children 
were  not  estopped  hy  the  deed  to  assert  their  title  to  the  land 
by  inheritance  from  the  mother:  Russ  v.  Alpaugh,  118  Mass. 
3G9;  19  Am.  Rep.  464.  M.  made  a  deed  purporting  to  con- 
vey land,  to  which  he  had  no  title,  to  defendiint,  with  cove- 
nants of  warranty  against  all  persons  claiming  under  him. 
Afterwards  M.  acquired  title  to  the  land,  and  mortgaged  it 
to  H.,  under  whom  plaintiff  claimed.  In  ejectment,  held, 
that  plaintiff  was  estopped  to  say  that  M.  was  not  seised  at 
the  time  of  the  first  conveyance,  and  could  therefore  not 
recover:  Potts  v.  Dowdall,  3  Iloust.  369;  11  Am.  Rep.  757. 
Defendant,  having  an  equitable  interest  in  one  half  of  a  lot 
of  land,  was  present  when  the  lot  was  offered  for  sale  at  auc- 
tion, but  gave  no  notice  of  his  claim,  and  entered  the  list  of 
bidders.  Held,  that  he  was  estopped  from  afterwards  asserting 
his  title  against  the  purchaser:  Rice  v.  Bunce,  49  Mo.  231;  8 
Am.  Rep.  129.  A  lessee  for  999  years  conveyed  the  premises  as 
in  fee-simple.  Held,  that  the  grantee  was  not  estopped  to  show, 
as  against  his  grantor's  widow's  claim  of  dower,  that  the  grantor 
had  but  a  leasehold  estate:  Whitmire  v.  Wright,  22  S.  C.  446; 
53  Am.  Rep.  725.  Parents  executed  and  delivered  a  deed  of 
premises  to  their  child  of  six  years.  When  the  child  became 
sixteen,  the  parents  executed  a  conveyance  of  the  same  prem- 
ises, with  other  real  estate,  to  S.,  in  trust,  upon  which  he  made 
large  advances  of  money.  To  this  conveyance  the  name  of  the 
mother  was  signed,  by  the  child,  at  her  request.  Held,  that 
the  child  was  not  thereby  estopped  from  claiming  title  to  the 
premises  under  the  previous  deed,  no  fraudulent  intention  being 
proved:    Spencer  v.  Carr,  45  N.  Y.  406;  6  Am.  Rep.  112. 


*  Hurley  v,  Morgan,  1  Dev.  &  B.  425; 
28  Am.  Dec.  579. 

^  McGregor  v.  Wait,  10  Gray,  72; 
69  Am.  Deo.  305. 

»  Taylor  v.  fcJhufforJ,  4  Ilawka,  116; 


15  Am.  Dec.  512;  Wallace  v.  Maxwell, 
lOlred.  110;  51  Am.  Dec.  380.  JJiit 
soo, Proprietors  of  Enfield  v.  Permit,  5 
N.  H.  280i  20  Am.  Dec.  580. 
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§  2702.  By  Judicial  Sale.-Tl,e  title  to  land  may  be 
acquired  by  a  judicial  sale  of  the  property  under  execii- 
ticm  on  a  judgment  or  under  the  power  of  the  state  to 
sell  for  unpaid  taxes.'  The  doctrine  of  adverse  possession 
does  not  apply  to  judicial  sales.^ 

J^See  post,  Part  V..  Coustitutional    ^^ffigh  j^  Nclms.   14  Ala.  350;  48 
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§  2744.  Keversions. 

§  2745.  Executory  devises  —  The  different  classes  of. 

§  2740.  lUustnitions  of  exeuutury  devises. 

§  2747.  Must  not  creatu  a  perpetuity. 

§  2748.  Powers  —  Defiued  and  classified. 

§  2749.  How  created. 

§  2750.  Who  may  execute  powers. 

§  2751.  Powers,  how  executed  —  Form. 

§  2752.  Powers,  how  construed  —  What  is  a  good  execution. 

§  2753.  Appointments  set  aside  for  fraud. 

§  2754.  Defective  execution  of  powers  —  Relief. 

§  2755.  Powers  by  statute. 
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§  2758.  Conditions  precedent. 
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§  2772.  Equitable  relief  against  forfeiture. 

§  2703.  Meaning  of  "Estate." — In  its  widest  significa- 
tion, the  word  "estate"  includes  both  real  and  personal 
property.*  Sometimes,  used  in  a  more  restricted  sense, 
the  word  "estate"  is  used  to  denote  land,  and  land  only.^ 
But  in  the  law  of  real  property  it  is  used  to  denote  tlie 
degree,  quantity,  nature,  and  extent  of  interest  which  a 
person  has  in  real  property.^  An  estate  in  land  is,  there- 
fore, the  interest  which  the  owner  has  therein.* 

V.    Poucher,    5 


1  KelloL'cr  V.  Blair,  6  Met.  322;  Bul- 
lard  V.  GiiO'e,  20  Johns.  252;  Keiiiion 
V.  Mi;K()l)ertd,  1  Wasli.  90;  1  Am.  Due. 
428;  Laing  v.  Barbour,  119  Mass.  523; 
Lambert  v.  Paiue,  3  Cranch.  97;  Lloyd 
V.  Lloyd,  L.  R.  7  Eq.  Cas.  458;  Hawlis- 
worth  V.  Hawksworth,  27  Beav.  1; 
Doe  V.  Evans,  9  Ad.  &  E.  719;  O'Toole 
V.  Brown,  3  El.  &  B.  572. 


*  Van    Rensselaer 
Denio,  40. 

»  Co.  Lit.  345;  1  Preston  on  Estates, 
7,  20;  Walsingbam's  Case,  Plow.  5.'>5; 
Estate  of  Coleman,  21  N.  Y.  Daily 
Reg.,  No.  03. 

*Co.  Lit.  345;  2  Bla.  Com.  103; 
Van  Rensselaer  v.  Poucher,  5  Denio, 
40. 
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^2704.  The  Different  Kinds  of  "Estates."— Estates 
in  laiul  nro  distiiiguishud  from  each  other  according  to 
tlieir  quantity  or  quality;  the  former  referring  to  the  time 
of  the  interest,  the  latter  to  the  manner  of  the  enjoy- 
ment.* They  are  either  freehold  or  less  than  freehold; 
the  former  being  those  which  are  to  last  for  the  owner's 
life  or  longer,  the  latter  those  wliich  are  to  last  simply  for 
a  term  of  years.''  Freehold  estates  of  inheritance  are 
divided  into  those  absolute,  or  in  fee-simple,  and  those 
limited.* 

§  2705.  Estate  in  Fee-simple. — An  estate  in  foe-simple 
is  the  largest  and  highest  interest  which  one  can  have  in 
lands.*  A  fee-simple  is  where  lands  are  given  to  a  man 
and  his  heirs  forever,  absolutely  and  simply,  without  men- 
tioning what  heirs,  but  referring  that  to.  his  own  pleasure, 
or  to  the  disposition  of  the  law.*  One  may  have  a  fee- 
simple  in  any  kind  of  hereditaments,  corporeal  or  incor- 
poreal." 

§  2706.  How  Created. — At  common  law  the  word 
"heirs"  is  essential  in  the  conveyance,  in  order  to  create 
an  estate  in  fee-simple,  and  no  other  word  or  expression 
is  sufficient  for  the  purpose."  Thus  the  following  have 
been  held  not  to  convey  a  fee:  "To  J.  M.  and  his  genera- 
tion, to  endure  so  long  as  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  run."^ 
But  the  following  have  been  held  to  carry  a  fee,  viz.:  As 


'  2  Bla.  Com.  103;  1  Preston  on  Es- 
tates, 21. 

»Id. 

»  2  Bla.  Com.  104. 

*  2  Bla.  Com.  105,  106;  Co.  Lit.  1. 

»  2  Bla.  Com.  104,  100. 

•2  Bla.  Com.  100. 

'  Co.  Lit.  8  b;  Hollinrrsworth  v. 
McDoiiaUl,  2  Har.  &  J.  'IliO;  3  Am. 
Deo.  i)i');  Jackson  v.  Myers,  3  Johns. 
388;  3  Am.  Dec.  504;  Clearwater  v. 
liose,  1  Blackf.  137;  Patterson  v. 
Moore,  15  Ark.  222;  Buffum  v.  Hutch- 
inson, 1  Allen,  58;  Gray  v.  Packer,  4 


Watts  &  S.  17;  Rector  v.  Wangh,  17 
Mo.  13;  57  Am.  Dec.  251;  Bachelor  v, 
Whitaker,  88  N.  C.  :«0;  Mercier  v. 
R.  R.  Co..  54  Mo.  500;  Mattocks  v. 
Brown,  103  Pa.  St.  16.  In  Indiana,  us 
at  common  law,  a  deed  to  A  "aiul 
hur  present  heirs"  does  not  vest  tlie 
fee  ill  A:  Fountain  County  Coal  and 
Mining  Co.  v.  Becklelieinier,  102  Ind. 
70;  52  Am.  Rep.  045.  But  this  rule 
has  been  changed  in  many  states  by 
statute. 

"  Foster  V.  Joice,  3  Wash.   C.  C. 
498. 
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V.  Waugh,  17 

^1;  Bachelor  v, 

IsO;  Mercier  v. 

i;  Mattocks  v. 

In  Indiana,  as 
kd  to  A  "and 
Is  not  vest  the 
Tiinty  Coal  and 
liiiior,  102  Ind. 
1  But  this  rule 
kany  states  by 

Wash.   C.  C. 


of  land.'"  The  mere  fact  that  an  exi»ress  estate  for  life 
ill  the  same  subject  had  b(!Oii  limited  to  the  same  person 
is  not  sudicient  to  prevent  the  siibse(iuent  words  from 
carrying  the  fee."  Generally  u  larger  (>state  will  not  be 
implied  where  a  smaller  one  is  expressly  granted.  TFonce 
a  power  of  disposition  annexed  to  an  express  estate  for 
life  will  not  be  construed  as  enlarging  the  latter  into  a 
foe,  unless  the  power  bo  necessarily  inconsistent  with  an 
estate  for  life  only.^  Whore  words  of  inheritance  appear 
only  in  one  jiart  of  a  deed,  whi(di  is  inartificially  worded, 
but  the  intention  to  pass  a  fee  appears  from  the  entire 
instrument,  it  will  bo  so  construed.*  An  estate  granted 
to  a  trustee  by  deed  will  bo  construed  to  bo  a  fee  without 
the  use  of  the  word  "heirs,"  if  such  appears  to  be  the 
intention.'  An  equitable  estate  in  fee  may  be  declared 
without  the  use  of  the  word  "heirs,"  if  an  intention  to 
pass  such  estate  can  be  gathered  from  the  instrument."* 
A  conveyance  of  land  to  a  corporation  is  presumably  a 
conveyance  in  fee,  although  the  corporation  is  chartered 
for  a  term  of  years."  Where  land  is  conveyed  to  a  cor- 
poration and  its  "successors,"  a  fee  passes.^* 

But  in  the  case  of  a  devise,  the  strict  rule  of  the  com- 
mon law  is  not  followed,  the  intention  of  the  testator 
being  carried  out,  where  it  can  be  ascertained  from  the 


'  Arms  r.  Burt,  1  Vt.  303;  18  Am. 
Dec.  (jSO. 

■^Pooser  V.  Tyler,   1   McCord  Ch. 
18. 

'  True  V.  Nicholls.  2  Duvall,  547. 

'Tipton  V.  La  Rose,  27  Ind.  484; 
Chatfco  V.  Dodge,  2  Hoot,  205. 

"  Fash  V.  Bh.ke,  38  111.  363. 

•  Geyer  v.  VVeutzel,  08  Pa.  St.  84. 
277 


'  Wetter  v.  Walker,  C2  Ga.  142. 

8  Hicks  V.  Bulhick,  lUJ  N.  C.  104. 

*  Mackall  v.  Richards,  1  Mackey, 
444. 

'•  Holmes  V.  Holmes,  86  N.  C.  205. 

^'  Asheville  Division  v.  Aston,  92 
N.  C.  578. 

'■'  8t(irr's  Agr'l  School  v.  Whitney,  64 
Conn.  342. 
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language  used  by  him/  and  words  of  perpetuity  or  in- 
heritance are  not  essential.''  Thus  the  following  words  in 
a  will  have  Leon  held  t'*  pass  a  fee:  "  All  my  real  and  per- 
sonal estate";^  "I  devise  my  lands";*  "all  my  property  of 
every  description";*  to  "my  dauijhter,  A,  and  her  heir  or 
heirs  born  of  her  body,"  to  **  have  and  enjoy  the  estate  I 
have  heretofore  given  her,  freely  and  clearly,  forever";® 
"all  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  which  I  may  d^e 
seised  and  possessed,  after  payment  of  all  my  just  debts"  ;^ 
"  for  and  during  his  natural  life,  with  the  right  to  dispose 
of  the  same  as  he  shall  think  proper"  ;*  "  for  her  own  in- 
dividual purposes  and  property,  to  have  for  her  benefit, 
to  enable  her  to  support  her  three  infant  children";"  "to 
my  sons.  A,  B,  aad  C,  when  they  arrive  at  age,  and  to  my 
daughter,  and  if  she  depart   this  life,  I  leave  it  to  the 


1  Casaell  v.  Cooke,  8  Serg.  &  R.  2G8; 
11  Am.  Dec.  611;  .Tacksou  v.  Housell, 
17  Johns.  281;  Sergent  v.  Towne,  10 
Mass.  300;  Webb  r.  Herring,  1  Rolle, 
390;  Goodtitle  v.  Otway,  2  Wils.  7; 
Newkirk  v.  Newkirk,  2  Caines,  345; 
Mayo  V.  Carriiigton,  4  Call,  472;  2 
Am.  Dec.  580;  Myers  i».  Myi-rs,  2  Mc- 
CoriiCh.  214;  IG  Am.  Dec.  (548;  Mer- 
rittw.  Abendroth,  24  Hun.  218;  Wood 
V.  Hills,  19  Pa.  St.  513;  Mably  v. 
Stainback,  1  Mart.  (N.  C.)  75;  1  Am. 
Dec.  545;  Turbett  v.  Tiirbett,  3 
Yeates,  187;  2  Am.  Dec.  30t);  Jackson 
V.  Merrill,  C  Johus.  185;  5  Am.  Dec. 
213;  Jacksdn  v.  Dclaiioy,  13  Johns. 
53G;  7  Am.  Dec.  404;  Doe  v.  Hurrell, 
5  Bara.  &  Abl.  21 ;  Lloyd  v.  Lloyd, 
L.  R.  7  Eq.  Cas.  458;  Nichols  v. 
Butcher,  18  Ves.  195;  Roe  v.  Wright, 
7  East,  268. 

^  Peyton  v.  Smith,  4  McCord,  476; 
17  Am.  Dec.  758;  Zimmerman  *.'. 
Anders,  6  Watts  &  S.  218;  40  Am. 
Dec.  552;  Jenkins  v.  Clument,  1  Harp. 
Eq.  72;  14  Am.  Dt-o.  698;  Pattison  v. 
Doe,  7  Ind.  282;  Lindsiiy  v.  Mct^r 
mack,  2  A.  K.  Mar.ili.  229;  12  Am. 
Deo.  387;  ilusscU  v.  Eldiii,  15  Me. 
193;  Jacksoii  v.  B;>'>cock,  12  Johns. 
389;  Fox  v.  Phelps,  17  Wend.  .'illS; 
Dunlapw.  Crawford,  2  McCord  Ch.  171; 
Johnson  r.  Johnson,  1  Munt.  519;  Hall 
V.  Coodwyu,  4  McCord,  442;  Scanlau 


V,  Porter,  1  Bail.  427;  Cordy  v.  Adams, 
1  How.  439;  Tatum  v.  McLellan, 
50  Miss.  1;  Lincoln  v.  Lincoln,  107 
Mass.  590;  Baldwin  v.  Bean,  59 
Me.  481;  Breckenridge  v.  Denny,  8 
Bush,  523;  Waterman  v.  Greene,  12 
R.  I.  483;  Patterson  v.  Nixon,  79  Ind. 
251;  Edwards  v.  Barnard,  84  Pa.  St. 
184;  Howard  v.  Caruse,  109  U.  S.  725; 
Wliite  V.  Crenshaw,  5  Mackey,  113; 
60  Am.  Rep.  370;  Robinson  v.  Ran- 
dolph, 21  Fla.  029;  58  Am,  Rep.  092; 
Lyon  «.  Marsh,  116  Mass.  232;  War- 
ner V.  Willard,  54  Conn.  470;  Harper 
V.  Bleau,  3  Watts,  471;  27  Am.  Dec. 
367;  Schriver  v.  .Meyers,  19  Pa.  St. 
87;  57  Am.  Dec.  034;  IJell  Co.  v.  Alo.x- 
auder,  22  Tex.  350;  73  Am.  Dec.  209; 
Canedy  v.  Jones,  19  S.  C.  297;  45  Am. 
Rep.  777.  By  statute,  in  same  states, 
a  devise  of  lands  conveys  the  entire 
c!state,  unless  tl'.j  contrary  i'ltent  ap- 
jiea-  :  King  v.  Miller,  11  Lea,  O.'i.f; 
liell  Co.  V.  Alexander,  22  Tex.  ooO; 
73  Am.  Dec.  209. 

^  Godfrey  v.    Humphrey,    18   Pick. 
537;  29  Am.  Dec.  021. 

*  Suiith  V.  Berry,  8  Ohio,  3G5. 

6  Piatt  V.  Sinton,  37  Ohio  St.  353. 
"  Houn.slea  ?;.  Hand,  21  Hun,  251. 
'  Baldwin  v.  Bean,  59  Me.  481. 

*  Cummiugs    v.     Shaw,    108    Mass. 
159. 

*  Davis  V.  Bawoum,  10  Heisk.  406. 
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longest  liver  to  have  all"  ;*  "as  to  my  worldly  goods,  I 
devise  to  my  wife,  A,  all  and  singular  my  goods  and  effects, 
both  real  and  personal,  of  what  kind  soever,  after  my 
debts  and  funeral  expenses  are  paid";'*  "I  give  and  be- 
queath to  my  daughter  a  tract  of  land  called  F." "'  Where 
there  is  a  devise  to  one,  in  express  terms,  for  life,  and 
then  over,  without  words  to  indicate  the  extent  of  the 
devise  over,  the  latter  devise  carries  a  fee.*  A  de- 
vise to  one  "  on  condition  that  he  pay "  testator's 
debts  gives  a  fee  by  implication.*  A  devise  with  power 
to  convey  carries  a  fee.*^  A  devise  to  one  "  in  fee-simple 
for  life"  passes  an  estate  in  fee.'  A  general  devise, 
coupled  with  a  power  of  sale  or  disposal,  passes  the  fee, 
even  if  there  is  a  devise  of  the  remain  .sr,  and  especially 
when  the  remainder  is  described  as  what  remains."  A 
devise  of  land  to  certain  persons,  "  to  enjoy  and  hold  the 
same  as  tenants  in  common,"  and  which  gives  no  right, 
nor  use,  possession,  or  enjoyment  thereof  to  any  other 
person  or  persons,  vests  a  fee-simple  in  said  devisees.^  A 
fte  given  in  the  first  part  of  a  will  may  be  so  restrained 
by  subsequent  words     s  to  convert  it  into  a  life  estate.'" 

§  2707.  Power  of  Alienation — Restrictions  as  to  Aliena- 
tion.—  One  of  the  most  important  incidents  cf  an  estate 
in  fee-simple  at  the  common  law  is  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion," and  therefore  a  condition  agaiii  .t  alienation  gener- 
erully  attached  to  the  creation  of  a  fee-simple  estate  is 
void  '-     But  a  partial  restriction  is  valid;  such  as,  for  ex- 


'  Deveiiish  v.  Smith,  1  Har.  & 
McH.  US. 

-  Feiguson  v.  Zepp,  4  Wash.  C.  C. 
645. 

^  WiiK'heater  v.  Tilghman,  1  Har.  & 
McH.  -io-l. 

*  Wliite  V,  Crenshaw,  5  Mackey,  113; 
CO  Ain.  Kep.  370;  French  v.  Campbell, 
2  Mackey,  321. 


'  McAllister  v.  Tate,  11  Rich.  509; 
73  Am.  Dec.  119. 

*  State  ('.  Smith,  52  Conn.  557. 

»  Crosky  v.  Dodds,  87  Pa.  St.  .359. 

'«  Urich's  Appeal,  8G  Pa.  St.  38G;  27 
Am.  Rop.  707. 

'1  Co.  Lit.  223  a. 

''^  McVVilliams  v.  Nisley,  2  Serg.  St 
R.  513;  7  Am.  Dec.  t)54;  Kail  v.  Tufts, 


lo  Heisk.  406. 


'  Heard  v.  Horton,  1  Denio,  65;  43  18    Pick.    455;    Blackatoue    Bank    «. 

Am.  Dl'c.  059.  Davis,  21  Pick.  42;  32  Am.  Doc.  241; 

"Doer.  Howland,  8  Cow.  277;    18  Wii^kcr  r.    Vincent,    19   Pa.   St.   369; 

Am.  Deo.  445;  Uazel  v.  Hogau,  47  Mo.  Mamllebaum  o.  McDonnell,  29  Mich. 

277.  78;   18  Am.  Rep.  61;   De  Peyater  v. 
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ample,  a  prohibition  of  alienation  for  a  particular  time 
or  to  a  particular  person/ 

§  2708.  Fee  in  Abeyance.  —  A  fee  is  said  to  be  in  abey- 
ance when  it  is  not  at  the  time  vested  in  any  one,  but  is 
in  expectation;  as  where  a  clergyman  holding  a  fee  re- 
signs or  dies,  and  his  successor  has  not  been  api)ointed.^ 
At  common  law  a  fee  could  not  be  in  abeyance  except  in 
cases  of  necessity.''  Thus  the  first  estates  of  freehold  can- 
not be  in  abeyance  by  the  act  of  the  owner;*  hence,  at 
common  law,  an  estate  of  freehold  cannot  be  created  1  y 
deed  to  commence  in  futiiro,^  except  by  way  of  rem  inuer.'^ 
But  it  has  been  laid  down  that  the  maxim  that  a  fee  can- 
not be  in  abeyance  is  a  maxim  of  the  common  law  that 
"  rests  upon  reasons  that  now  have  no  existence,  and  is 
not  now  of  universal  application."^  An  estate  in  abeyance 
may  be  barred  or  destroyed  by  a  legislative  enactment.* 

§  2709.  Seisin.  —  Seisin  imports  the  having  of  an  esti.  i,e 
of  freehold  or  inheritance  in  lands  or  tenements,®  and  the 
owner  of  such  an  estate  is  said  to  be  seised  of  it.'"  Seisin 
is  of  two  kinds,  —  in  fact   or  in  deed,  and  in  law;   the 


Michael,  6  N.  Y.  467;  57  Am.  Dec. 
470;  Smith  v.  Slarr,  3  Whart.  02;  'M 
Am.  Dec.  498-  Pace  v.  Pace,  7H  N.  C. 
Ill);  Jones  V.  Bacon,  (iS  -Me.  34;  28 
Am.  Kep.  1 ;  Oamphell  v.  Beaumont, 
91  N.  Y.  4G4;  Turner  v.  Savings  Inst., 
76  Me.  527;  Murray  v.  Oreen,  64  Cal. 
368;  Case  r.  Dwire,  60  Iowa,  442; 
Doehler's  Appeal,  64  Pa.  St.  9. 

1  Mc\Villiams?>,  Nisley,  2  Surg.  &  R. 
513;  7  Am.  Dec.  634;  McCtillough  v. 
Gilmore,  11  Pa.  St.  370;  Hawley  v. 
Northampton,  8  Mass.  37;  5  Am.  Dec. 
66;  Turner  r.  Johnson,  7  Dana,  438; 
Stewart  v.  Braily,  3  Bush,  623.  And 
see  pout,  Conditiuus  and  Coveuauta  iu 
Dee.  Is. 

^  Co.  Lit.  342;  Pawlet  v.  Clark,  9 
Cranch,  293;  Terrett  v.  Taylor,  9 
Cranch,  43;  Westoa  v.  Hunt,  2  Mass. 
500. 

"  Williams  on  Real  Property,  250; 
Fcitrne  on  Remaiiiiler.s,  351;  Uoiiavan 
V.  Pitcher,  51  Ala.  411;  25  Am.  Kop. 


634;    Moers  v.   White,  6  Johns.  Ch. 
360. 

*  Hob.  153;  1  Preston  on  Estate,, 
216;  2  Bla.  Com.  165;  Jackson  v. 
Diinsbagli,  1  Joiins.  Cas.  91.  Tills 
rule  has  been  abolished  or  qualiticd 
by  .«i*^:itute  in  many  of  the  states.  See 
1  N.  r.  Rev.  Stats.  723,  724;  Gor- 
ham  V.  Daniels,  23  Vt.  600;  Bell  r. 
Scannon,  15  N.  H.  381;  41  Am  Dec.  706. 

^  2  Bla.  Com.  165;  1  Preston  on 
Estates,  220;  Singleton  v.  lireniar,  4 
McCord,  12;  17  Am.  Dec.  699. 

*  Co.  Lit.  49;  1  Atkinson  on  Con- 
veyancing, 11. 

'  Strong,  J.,  in  Wallaoh  v.  Vau 
Riswick,  92  U.  S.  202. 

"  Orndotf  V.  Turman,  2  Leigh,  200; 
21  Am.  Dec.  608. 

*  Slater  r.  Rawson,  6  Met.  444;  Fitz- 
hugh  r.  Croghan,  2  J.  J.  Marsh.  4i;9;  li) 
Am.  Dec.  139. 

'^  Towle  V.  Ayer,  8  N.  H.  58;  Van 
Rensselaer  v.  Poacher,  6  Deuio,  35. 
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former  being  the  actual  possession  of  a  freehold,  the  latter 
the  right  to  the  possession.'  Livery  of  seisin,  i.  e.,  the 
formal  delivery  of  a  twig  or  a  turf  as  part  of  the  land  con- 
veyed, was  essential  at  common  law  to  vest  the  title  in 
the  feoffee;  but  this  ceremony  was  never  adopted  in  the 
United  States,  where  a  conveyance  by  deed  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  recorded  is  equivalent  to  an  entry  on  the  land 
and  the  actual  seisin.^  According  to  the  modern  author- 
ities, there  is  no  difference  between  seisin  and  possession.' 

§  2710.  Disseisin.  —  Disseisin  is  an  entry  into  the  lands 
or  tenements  of  another,  accompanied  with  expulsion,  or 
ouster,  of  such  other  from  the  freehold.*  Disseisin  is  an 
estate  gained  by  wrong  and  injury,  therein  diflPoring  from 
dispossession,  which  may  be  by  right  or  wrong."  "Accord- 
ing to  the  modern  authorities,  there  seems  to  be  no  legal 
(lillerence  between  th^'  words  'seisin'  and  'possession,' 
i.Hhough  there  is  a  difference  between  the  words  'dis- 
seisin' and  'dispossession';  the  former  meaning  an  es- 
tate gained  by  WTong  and  injury,  whereas  the  latter  may 
be  by  right  or  by  wrong;  the  former  denoting  an  ouster  of 
the  disseisin,  or  some  act  equivalent  to  it,  whereas  by  the 
latter  no  such  act  is  implieu."®  The  elements  of  actual 
disseisin  are  the  fact  of  entering  and  the  intention  to 
usurp  possession.'     Disseisin  is;  always  a   tortious    act;® 


'  Co.  Lit.  293  a;  Vandcrheyden  v. 
Ciandall,  2  Deuio,  9;  1  N.  Y.  491;  Du- 
ramlo  v.  iJuraudi),  32  Barb.  527. 

^  Goodwin  V.  Hubbard,  !5  Mass.  214; 
Wurd  V.  Fuller,  15  Pick.  185;  McKee 
V.  Pfout,  3  Dall.  489;  Jackson  v.  Uowe, 
14  .lolius.  400;  Green  v.  Chelsea,  24 
I'uk.  71;  Green  v.  Liter,  8   Craueh, 

0>)(| 

"  .Slater  v.  Rawson,  6  Met.  444. 

'  .Smith  V.  Burtis,  6  Johns.  197;  5 
Am.  Dec;.  218;  People  v.  Van  Kens- 
pilaer,  S  Barb.  189;  Jackson  ?•.  Rogers,  1 
Joliiis.  Cas.  .".3;  Glarke  r.  Mel'lurc,  10 
(^ritt.  305;  Ewiuj;  r.  Burnet,  11  Pet. 
41;  Towlo  V.  Ayer.  S  N,  H.  00;  Mc- 
Call  V,  McNeely,  3  Waits,  71.     Liitry 


under  hostile  title,  though  suc'i  title  is 
voiil,  is  a  disseisin:  Melvin  v  Propri- 
etors, 5  Met.  15;  38  Am.  Dec.  3St. 

^  Co.  Lit.  153;  L>oe  v,  Thompson,  5 
Cow.  371. 

•*  Slater  v.  Rawson,  6  Met.  444; 
Kennebec  Purchase  v.  Labi  Tee,  2 
Grecnl.  275;  11  Am.  Dec.  79. 

'  Robertson  r.  Robertson.  2  B.  Mon. 
235;  .S8  Am.  Deo.  148;  Smth  t.  P>urtis, 
0  Johns.  197;  5  Am.  Dec.  218;  Grant 
V.  Fowler,  39  N.  H.  101;  Maj;ee  r.  Ma- 
gee,  37  Miss.  152;  Wiggins  u.  Hollev, 
11  Ind.  2. 

**  Doe  V.  Thompson,  5  Cow.  371; 
Bradstreet  v.  Huntiugtoa,  6  I'et. 
401. 
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yet  one  may  become  a  disseisor,  though  entering  peace- 
ably under  a  void  deed/  or  by  fraud ;'^  and  tlie  intention 
to  disseise  may,  under  some  circumstances,  bo  imputed  to 
those  who  by  the  general  rules  of  law  are,  in  ordinary 
caseSj  not  bound  by  an  exercise  of  the  will.'  To  constitute 
actual  disseisin  there  must  be  an  unequivocal  act  of 
ownership,  open,  known,  exclusive,  adverse,  and  uninter- 
rupted."*  A  disseisor  has  good  possession  against  eve.-'y- 
body  but  the  true  owner."  A  disseisin  in  fact  divests  tlie 
seisin  of  the  original  owner,  and  deprives  him  of  all  right 
in  relation  to  the  land,  except  the  right  of  entry  and  of 
propel ty,  which  may  be  further  reduced  to  a  mere  right 
of  action,  and  displaces  all  estates  dependin,-^  on  the  origi- 
nal seisin."  A  disseisee  having  right  of  entry  may  convey 
title  as  freely  as  if  there  had  been  no  disseisin.^  But  the 
ov/ner  of  land  cannot  convey  it  to  a  third  person  while  it 
is  in  the  adverse  possession  of  another;  but  he  may  con- 
vey it  to  the  disseisor.*  A  disseisor  purchasing  from  a 
co-tenant  cannot  be  ousted  by  a  co-tenant  until  he  com- 
mits some  disseisin  of  the  plaintiff."  A  demandant  in  a 
writ  of  right  may  recover  under  title  by  disseisin  unless 
the  tenant  can  show  a  better  title.*"  Where  one  tenant  in 
common  conveys  the  common  estate  with  covenants  of 
seisin  and  warranty,  an  entry  ond  exclusive  holding  by 
the  grantee  amounts  to  a  disseisin  of  the  co-tenant.'* 

'  Prailstreet  v.  HiuitiiiL^ton,  5   Pet.  Dana,  25;  Calhoun  v.  Cook,  9  Pa.  St. 

401;    AUyu  v.   Mather,   I)    Conn.    lU;  2-_>(J;   Little  v.   lAhhy,  2    Me.  242;    11 

Small  y.  Proctor,  l.'j  Mass.  41)5;  Whit-  Am.   Doc.   08-    Kennebec  Purchase  i\ 

uey  V.  French,  25  Vt.  COI}.  iSpringcr,  4  Mas:^.  410;  3  Am.  Dec.  227. 

'' Pradstreet  v.  Huutiugtoii,  5  Pet.  'tjlreen  v.  Kellum,  23  Pa.  St.  254; 

401.  02  Am.  Dee.  3.;2. 

*  Thus  an  infant  or  a ye/»ecouc)'/ may  '' Varick  f.  Jackson,  2  Wend.  100; 
be  a  tlisseisor:   1  Roll.  Alir.  05S;  iirad-  PJ  Am.  Dec.  571. 

street  I'.  Huntington,  5  Pet.  401.  '  Pr.ut   v.   Pierce,  36    Me.  448;    5S 

*  Taylorw.  Horde,  1  Burr.  1 10;  Slater     Am.  Dee.  758. 

t'.  Jepher.son,  0  Cush.  12i>;  .lohu.son  Vr  "  Schwartz  v.  Kuhn,  10  Me.  274;  25 

Bean,     111)     Mass.    271;     J.iek.-ion    v.  Am.  Dec.  23'J. 

Sehoonmaker,  2  Ji)hns.  2)40;   I'reueh  v.  "  Hou.se   v.    Fuller,   13    Vt.   Kiu;  37 

Pearce,  «  Conn.  440;  21  xun.  Dec.  OSO;  Am.  Dec.  588. 

Clarke    v.    MtClure,    10    Gratt.    3U5;  '>- Hunt  v.  Hunt,  3  Met.  175,  37  Am. 

Lane  v.  Gould,    10  liarh.  254;  Col)urn  Dec,  ISO. 

V.    Hollis,    3    .\let.    125;    Winliii'oii  v.  "  Kittredge  v.  Proprietors,  17  Pii;k< 

Beusou,  31  Mo.  381;  Joned  v.  Cliilos,  2  240;  28  Am.  Dec.  2'JO. 
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§  2711.  Tenure  in  the  United  Ctates. — Tenure,  i.  e., 
the  mode  by  which  an  estate  in  lands  is  held,  is  different 
in  tliis  country  from  wliat  it  is  in  England.  In  the  latter 
king<]oni  all  lands  are  held  either  immediately  or  medi- 
ately of  the  crown,  in  consideration  of  certain  services  or 
burdens  to  be  performed  by  the  holder.'  In  this  country, 
before  the  Revolution,  every  acre  of  land,  it  has  been  said 
by  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  was  held  me- 
diately or  immediately  by  grants  from  the  crown.^  But 
with  the  Kevolution  all  feudal  burdens  were  at  an  end,'' 
and  now,  although  all  titles  to  land  in  this  country  have 
arisen  either  from  a  grant  from  the  crown,  from  the 
United  States,  or  from  a  state,^  yet  the  owner  in  foe  in 
this  country  is  an  absolute  owner.*  In  Connecticut, 
Georgia,  Kentuck}^  Now  Jersey,  and  New  York,  it  is 
expressly  enacted  by  statute  that  all  lands  are  allodial; 
and  all  feudal  tenures  are,  in  Connecticut,  Georgia,  and 
New  York,  expressly  abolished."  The  fee  in  unsold  lands 
is  either  in  the  federal  or  state  governments.  The  Indians 
have  only  a  right  of  use,  which,  howevei,  cannot  be  di- 
vested, except  by  purchase  or  war.'' 

The  discovery  of  lands  in  the  American  continent,  fol- 
lowed by  actual  possession,  gave  title  lu  tne  government  by 
whose  subjects  or  by  whose  authority  such  discovery  was 
made,  not  only  against  other  European  governments,  but 
against  the  native  Indian  tribes.  While  the  different 
nations  of  Europe  respected  the  rights  of  the  natives  as 
occupants,  they  all  asserted  the  ultimate  dominion  and 
title  to  be  in  themselves,^  the  title  of  the  Indians  being 


'  '2  nU.  Com.  105. 

■^Clu-sholiu  V.  (JcM.r.L'i-.,  '2  D.-ill.  470; 
Tolsun  ?',  Maiiior,  85  X.  V.  2.35. 

^  4  Kent's  Com.  '21;  1  Story  ou 
Constitution,  IGO;  Coruoll  v.  Lamb, 
2  Cow.  652. 

■•  Jackson  v,  Irigraliam,  4  Johns. 
lO:?;  Jackson  V.  Hail,  12  Johns.  77;  3 
Kent's  Com.  307;  Sullivan  v.  McIjuii- 
aua,  2  Towa,  437;  05  Am.  Die.  7S0. 

"4  Kent's  Com.  3;  (Jornell  v.  Lamb, 
2  Cuw.  052;   De    IVystur   t>,   Michael, 


6  N.  Y.  4G7;  57  Am.  Dec.  470:  Brad- 
ley r.  Dwi^ht,  02  How.  Pr.  .SiMl;  .M;ii-,- 
thows  V.  Ward,  10  Cill  &  J.  44:'.;  Wal- 
laiu  V.  Harmstail,  44  I'a.  St.  50U. 

•"  1  Stimson's  Amei-iean  Statute  Law, 
sec.  1100.  So  in  Louisiana:  Xii£U(^s  i'. 
Bujac,  7  La.  Ann.  4'.tS. 

'  (iodfrey  v.  Beudsloy,  2  McLoan, 
412. 

'  Ijri'aux  r.  .Tohas,  4  La.  Ann.  141; 
50  .\  I  .  Dec.  555. 
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regarded  by  the  Euro[»pan  and  American  governments 
as  a  mere  possessory  right.' 

§  2712.  Estates-tail.  —  An  estate-tail  is  an  estate  lim- 
ited to  some  particular  heirs  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is 
granted,  and  not  to  his  lieirs  generally.''  An  estate-tail  is 
cither  general  or  special.^  The  former  is  where  lands  and 
teneni(iiits  are  given  to  a  man  and  the  heirs  of  his  body 
generally;*  the  latter  is  where  the  gift  is  restrained  to 
certain  heirs  of  'he  donee's  body,  exclusive  of  others.^ 
Thus  if  the  gift  ue  to  one,  and  the  heirs  of  his  body  be- 
gotten, it  is  an  estate  in  tail  general,  because  the  donee's 
issue  in  general  by  any  marriage  is,  in  successive  order, 
capable  of  inlieriting  tiio  estate-tail;®  but  if  the  gift  be  to 
a  man  and  the  heirs  of  his  body  on  M.,  his  present  wife, 
to  be  begotten,  it  is  an  estate  in  tail  special,  the  issue  of 
the  donee  by  any  other  wife  being  excluded.''  Estates, 
both  in  general  and  special  tail,  may  either  be  in  tail  male 
or  tail  female.*  In  case  of  an  entail  male,  the  heirs  female 
are  not  inheritable;'-*  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  the  heirs 
male  inheritable  in  case  of  a  gift  in  tail  female.'"  There- 
fore, if  the  donee  in  tail  male  has  'ssue  a  daughter,  Avho 
has  issue  a  son,  this  son  cannot  inherit  the  estate,  because 
lie  cannot  deduce  his  descent  wholly  by  heirs  male."  So 
if  a  man  have  two  estates-tail,  the  one  in  tail  male,  the 
other  in  tail  female,  and  has  issue  a  daughter,  who  has 
issue  a  son,  tlais  son  cannot  succeed  to  either  of  the  es- 
tates, for  the  reason  that  he  cannot  deduce  his  descent 
wholly  either  in  the  male  or  the  female  line.'^    To  create  an 

'  Strother  v.  Cathoy,  1  Murph.  162;  ^  o  Bla.  Com.  lU. 

3  Am.  Dec.  GS3.  •  Co.   Lit.  '25;  1  Greenl.   Cruise,  70, 

■^  Wi^hc  r.  Thayer,  1  Gray,  287.  71;    Ifullmrt    v.    Eiiicrsoii,    10    Mass. 

^2  Bli^.  Com.  113;  ButKr  i\  lluestia,  241:  lienial  v.  Eenial,  3  Myliie  &  C. 

68  111.  .V4;  18  Am.  Rli).  58!),  51)2.  551). 

*  2  l>;™.  Com,  113;  1  Greeul.  Cruise,  '*  1  Crecnl.  Cruise,  70,  71. 

70.  "  2  Bla.  Com.  114;  llulburt  v.  Eiucr- 

^  2  Bli.  Com.  113,  1 14.  soa,  Iti  Mass.  241. 

6  2  Kla.  Com.  113;  1  Greeul.  Cruise,  ■-  Co.  Lit.  25  b;  2  Bla.  Com.  114;  1 

70;  Cv^  Lit.  2(5  h.  Greenl.  Cruise,  71;  Williams  ou  lieal 

"  2   lila.   Com.   113,  114;    1    Greeul.  I'loperty,  30. 
t-iui.-ie,  70. 
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estate-tail,  the  limitation  must  be  to  tlie  heirs  of  the  body 
of  the  grantee  or  donee,  though  in  wills  greater  latitude 
is  allowed,  where  the  intent  of  the  testator  is  clear.'  The 
words  "natural  heirs,"  and  "heirs  of  the  body,"  in  a  will, 
are  considered  of  the  same  legal  import.''  Any  species  of 
property  of  a  real  nature  may  be  entailed,  whetlier  cor- 
poreal or  incorporoal;  but  not  personal  chattels.^  When- 
ever the  words  of  a  bequest,  if  ap]ilied  to  realty,  would 
create  an  estate-tail,  if  applied  to  personalty,  they  vest  the 
entire  interest  in  the  first  taker.''  The  rights  of  the 
tenant  in  tail  are  many.  He  may  commit  every  kind  of 
waote  upon  the  premises;  as  by  felling  trees,  pulling  down 
houses,  etc.^  But  he  must  exercise  the  power  during  his 
life;^  and  if  he  sells  trees  growing  on  the  land,  the  vendee 
must  cut  them  down  during  the  life  of  the  vendor,  or  they 
will  descend  with  the  land  to  the  heir.^  The  tenant  in 
tail  is  entitled  to  all  deeds  and  muniments  belonging  to 
the  lands,®  and  chancery  will  compel  their  delivery  over 
to  him;"  and  he  is  not  bound  to  pay  off  outstanding 
charges  or  encumbrances  affecting  the  estate,'"  though  he 
is  bound  in  some  cases  to  keep  down  the  interest."  The 
doctrine  of  merger  has  no  application  to  estates-tail,'"  so 
that  one  may  have  at  the  same  time,  and  in  his  own  right, 
botii  an  estate-tail  and  the  immediate  reversion  in  fee- 
simple  in  tlie  same  land.'^ 

Though  introduced  into  this  country  before  the  Revo- 
lution, estates-tail  were  barred  whenever  it  was  required 


*  Lifonl's  Case,  11  Rep.  50  a. 

'  Liford's    Case,    11    llei).    50   a; 


'  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  2G. 

2  Smith  V.  Peudell,  li)  Conn.  107;  48 

Am.  Dec.  14(1.  Greeiil.  Cruise,  74. 

•*  Unono  on  Real  Property,  sec.  27.  '^  1  Greenl.   Cruise,  75;    Harrington 

*  ."■•iioarnian  /•.  Aujiel,  1  Bail.  E(i.  .'551;  v.  Price,  3  Jjarn.  &  Adol.  170. 

21?  Am.  Dec.  ItJiJ;   Duncan  »■.  Martin,  "Jones  v.  Morjian,  1  Brown  Cli.  206. 

7  YiiLT.  51il;  27  Am.  Dec.  525;  lloach  '"  Wliarton  v.  Wharton,  2  Vcrn.  ;{; 

V.  Miinin,  1  H-.irr.  (Del.)  54S;  27  Am.  Partri.lge  v.  Dorsey,  3  Uar.  &  J.  302. 

DtT.  74(j.  "  1  (heenl.  Cruise,  7t). 

"  lldes  V.  Petit,   Plow.  25!);  2  Bla.  ''^  Roew.  Boldwere,  uTerni  Rep.  110; 

Ciiui.    115,    IIG;   Jcrvis    v.    Briituu,  2  \Yiscot's  Case,  2  Rep.  Gl  a. 

Vcni.  251;  Attorney-* rcneral  v.  Duke  '^  Wiscot's    Case,    2    liep.   Gl    a;    1 

ot  Marlborough,  3  Madd.  4"JS.  Grccnl.  Cruise,  75. 
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by  the  old  forms  of  a  fine  or  a  common  recovery.*  In  a 
number  of  the  states  and  territories  cstutes-tuil  are  abso- 
lutely abolished,  and  a  grant  or  a  devise  in  tail  creates  an 
estate  in  fee-simple.  These  states  are  Alabama,  Califor- 
nia, Dakota,  Florida,  Georgia,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Michi- 
gan, Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  York,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Wisconsin.^  In  California,  Dakota,  Indiana, 
Michigan,  and  New  York,  any  remainder  on  what  would 
be  at  common  law  an  estate-tail  is  valid  as  a  contingent 
limitation  upon  a  fee,  and  takes  effect  on  the  death  of  the 
first  taker  if  he  leaves  no  issue  at  death.'^  In  Georgia, 
where  an  estate-tail  would  be  implied  at  common  law,  a 
life  estate  is  created  in  the  first  taker,  with  remainder 
over  in  fee  to  his  children  and  their  descendants,  and  if 
there  are  none,  the  remuindor  over  takes  effect  accordinj: 
to  its  terms. ^  In  Mississippi,  any  person  may  convey  or 
devise  lands  to  a  succession  of  donees'then  living,  not  ex- 
ceeding two,  and  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  remain- 
derman, and  in  default  thereof,  to  the  right  heirs  of  the 
donor  in  fee-simple.^  In  Kentucky,  West  Virginia,  and 
Virginia,  a  remainder  over  after  an  estate-tail  is  only 
valid  if  it  would  be  valid  if  limited  upon  a  fee-simple.' 
In  some  states  estates-tail  are  nuulu  life  estates  in  the  i\v<t 
donee,  with  remainder  in  fee-simple  absolute;  in  Arkan- 
sas, Colorado,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Vermont,  to  the  per- 
son to  whom  the  estate  would  pass  at  common  law  at  tJK^ 
death  of  the  first  donee;  in  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  and 
Oiiio,  to  the  children  of  the  first  donee  as  tenant  in  com- 
mon, or  children  of  those  deceased  by  representation.^  In 
New  Jersey,  the  widow  of  the  donee  has  dower  and  the  hus- 


i  McGregor  v.  Comstock,  17  N.  Y. 
1(V2;  Jackson  v.  Van  Zaudu,  12  Jolina. 
]()'.»;  Partridge  n.  Dorsey,  3  Har.  &  J. 
30-_';  Lyle  v.  Riithanla,  9  Serg.  &  R. 
3:-10;  Allyn  v.  Matlier,  9  Conn.  Ill; 
Hawloy  V.  Noi-thainpton,  8  Mass.  'Si; 
Deuuett  v.  Dennett,  40  N.  H.  uOJ. 


'  1  Stiinsoa'a  American  Statute  Law, 
aec.  1313. 

*U. 
Md. 
Md. 
Md. 
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band  curtesy.*  la  several  states  the  tail  is  good  if  the 
estate  be  not  conveyed;  but  the  grantee  lias  power  to  con- 
vey it  by  an  ordinary  deed  in  Delaware,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Rhode  Island,  or  by  will 
in  Rhode  Island.^  In  twelve  states  and  territories — Idaho, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Washing'on,  Wy- 
oming—  the  statutes  are  silent  on  the  subject,  and  the 
common-law  estate  would  seem  to  be  in  force.' 

§  2713.  Estates  for  Life.  — An  estate  for  life  is  a  free- 
hold estate,  not  of  inheritance,  but  confined  to  the  life  or 
lives  of  some  particular  person  or  persons,  or  to  the  hap- 
pening of  some  uncertain  event.''  A  devise  and  bequest 
in  such  general  terms  as,  standing  alone,  would  give  the 
fee,  will  be  deemed  to  give  only  an  estate  for  life,  where 
the  intention  so  to  limit  them  clearly  appears  from  the 
Avill,  taken  as  a  whole.^  A  power  of  sale  attached  to  an 
express  life  estate  will  not  enlarge  it  into  a  fee.*  General 
devises,  with  power  of  disposition,  carry  the  entire  estate. 
Devises  for  life,  with  power  of  disposition,  carry  only  the 
life  estate,  with  the  power  of  disposition  annexed.^  A 
gift  of  the  proceeds  of  real  estate  for  life  is  a  devise  of 
tlio  real  estate  itself  for  life.*  The  gift  of  the  perpetual 
income  of  real  estate  is  a  gift  of  the  fee;  a  gift  of  the 
income  for  life  is  a  gift  of  a  life  estate.'  A  gift  or  bequest 
of  personal  property  for  life,  with  unlimited  power  of  dis- 
position superadded,  creates  an  absolute  interest.'*'  Where 
an  estate  in  fee  is  clearly  given,  and  a  subsequent  clause 
directs  that  it  be  secured  to  the  devisee  by  the  ejLCCutors, 
the  estate  is  not  cut  down  to  a  life  estate." 

'  1  Stiiusoa's  American  Statute  Law,  14  R.  L  625;  Reindersj;.  Koppelmann, 

sec.  1313.  68  Mo.  482;  30  Am.  Hep.  802. 

■'  LI,  '  Bouesch  v.  Clark,  4'J  M.l.  497. 

'  Id.  *  Wilsoa  V.  McKeelian,   53  Pa.  St. 

*1  Greenl.  Cruise,  101;  Humphrey  79. 
V.  Foster,  13  Gratt.  053.  **  Sampson  v.  Randall,  72  Me.  101). 

»  Corby  v.  Corby,  fS5  Mo.  371.  »"  Davis  i\  llicliardsou,  10  Yeru'.  UiiO; 

"IMui  V.  Nimnally,   36    Mi.ss.   358;  31  Am.  \)rc.  581. 
Rhode  island  Hospital  v.  Com    Bank,         '^  Wicker  v.  ilay,  118  III.  472. 
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Tlio  following  expressions  have  been  lield  to  carry  only 
a  lifu  estate:  A  grant  to  K.,  "his  legal  representatives  and 
assigns,  forever";*  a  conveyance  of  land  to  A  alone,  and 
not  to  A  and  his  heirs;'  a  devise  of  an  interest  snbject  to 
be  terminated  by  the  devisee's  ceasing  to  occupy  the 
promises;'  a  gift  to  the  testator's  wife  of  all  his  estate,  "to 
her  use  and  benefit  for  and  during  her  natural  life,  and 
at  her  death,  whatever  may  be  left  after  paying  all  my 
debts,  to  be  equally  divided";*  where  a  testatrix  gave  the 
residue  of  her  estate  to  her  niece  R.,  adding,  "  and  my 
will  is  that  at  the  death  of  R.  the  amount  given  to  her 
shall  go  to  her  children."* 

Imajstuations.  —  A  testator  bequeathed  and  devised  property 
to  liis  wife,  ''with  the  right  to  use,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
the  same,  and  the  income  and  increase  thereof,  according  to 
her  own  will  and  pleasure,  during  her  lift'tinie.  And  so  much 
of  said  estate,  with  the  increase,  incomo,  and  proceeds  thereof, 
as  might  remain  unexpended  and  undisposed  of  hy  her  at  her 
decease,"  he  gave  to  others.  IleJd^  that  the  wife  took  only  a 
life  estate:  SlHart  v.  Walker,  72  Me.  14G;  89  Am.  Hep.  ;Ul/  A 
testator  devised  lands  to  his  grandson  James,  ''to  hold  during 
his  life-time,"  and  if  he  should  have  heirs,  "to  them,  or  any  of 
them  that  he  may  tliink  projjer,"  and  if  lie  should  die  without 
issue,  "for  the  land  to  be  eijually  divided  among  all  my  grand- 
children." At  the  testator's  death,  James  was  unmarried,  but 
he  afterwards  married  and  had  children.  At  the  date  of  the 
will  the  testater  had  other  grandchildren.  Held,  that  James 
took  only  a  life  estate,  and  the  remainder  vested  in  his  children 
in  fee:  Patrick  v.  Morehead,  85  N.  C.  62;  39  Am.  Rep.  684.  A 
testator  gave  and  bequeathed  to  his  wifo  "the  farm  on  which 
we  now  reside,  situate,"  etc.,  "  also,  all  my  personal  property  of 
every  description,  so  long  as  she  remains  my  widow;  at  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  the  whole,  or  whatever  remains,  to  descend 
to  my  daughter."  Held,  that  the  widow  took  only  a  life  estate 
in  the  real,  as  well  as  in  the  personal,  property,  and  that  the 
daughter  took  a  vested  remainder  in  both:  Green  \.  Ilcivitt,  d~ 
111.  113;  37  Am.  Rep.  102.  A  will  contained  the  following 
clause:  "To  my  beloved  wife,  P.  (so  long  as  she  remains  my 
widow),  I  give  all  the  income  of  the  home  farm  on  which  I  now 


'  Kearney  v.  Macomb,  IG  N.  J.  Eq. 
189. 

^  Hunter  v.  Bryan,  5  iluiiipli.  47. 


3  Wilmarth  v.  Bridges,  1 1 3  Mass.  407. 

*  Pool  i:   Pool,  10  Lua,  48(3. 

*  lioUister  v.  Shaw,  4(i  Conn.  248. 
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live,  containing  two  hundred  acres,  more  or  loss,  with  all  the 
tenements  iind  appurtenances  helonging  thereto,  togi'tlier  with 
all  the  products  arising  therefrom;  also  the  mansion-hous(!  in 
wliich  I  live,  together  witii  all  belonging  to  it,  and  all  that  is  in 
it  or  ahout  it,  1  give  to  my  beloved  wife,  I'.,  the  same  to  be  iiers 
and  to  belong  to  her  forciver."  Jhid,  that  the  widow  took  an 
estate  in  the  realty  for  life  and  widowhood,  and  an  absolute  es- 
tate in  the  personal  jiroperty:  Conpi'.r  v.  I'miiic,  92  l*a.  St.  251;  .'57 
Am.  Ivep.  (iSl.  A  testator  devised  his  whole  estate'  to  his  wife, 
"to  have  and  to  hold  or  to  disposi;  of  ho  much  of  the  same  as 
she  may  need  or  wish  to  us<>  during  her  lif(.'time,"  and  pro- 
viil(;d  that  "after  her  death,  if  there  is  anything  left,"  it  should 
be  dividi'd  in  a  speeilied  way.  Held,  that  the  widow's  power 
of  disposal  was  absolute,  and  not  limited  to  her  lift;  estate,  but 
coulil  onlv  be  excrtdsed  in  case  and  to  the  extent  of  her  need: 
Jlcmlrrtinnv.  BInckhura.  lUl  111.  227;  44  Am.  Hep.  7.S().  A  tes- 
tator gave  to  his  wife  certain  realty  in  ease  she  should  survive 
his  daughter  and  her  children,  and  provided  that  if  the  daugh- 
ter survived  the  wife  and  died  without  issue,  she  might  devise 
to  whom  she  pleased,  but  that  if  she  left  chirdren  they  should 
take  it.  Held,  that  the  daughter's  estate  was  a  life  estate:  Til- 
lett  V.  Aydlett,  9.'j  N.  C.  15.  A  devised  land  to  his  three  daugh- 
ters, B,  C,  and  D,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  with  a  proviso  that  if 
1)  remained  unmarried  and  made  no  disposition  of  her  estate 
by  will,  her  share  should  at  her  death  be  divided  equally  among 
her  surviving  sisters.  Jfcld,  that  D  took  only  a  life  estate:  Can- 
tine  V.  Brown,  4G  N.  J.  L.  599. 

§  2714.  Estates  pur  Auter  Vie.  —  Where  the  estate  is 
for  the  life  of  another  person,  it  is  termed  an  estate  pur 
auter  vie,  and  he  by  whose  life  it  is  held  is  styled  cestfd 
que  vie?  It  is  the  lowest  species  of  freehold,  and  is  es- 
teemed of  less  value  than  an  estate  for  a  man's  own  life.'^ 
By  the  California  code  an  estate  pur  auter  vie  is  a  free- 
hold.^ 

§  2715.  Rights,  Powers,  and  Liabilities  of  Tenant  for 
Lil'e. — A  tenant  for  lifo  is  entitled  to  estovers,  that  is,  wood 
for  fuel  and  fencing  from  the  land,  and  he  may  cut  down 
trees  for  this  purpose,  but  not  to  sell  the  wood,  or  to  build 
houses,  or  to  repair  them.*    So  a  tenant  for  lifo  is  en''''ed 

'  Co.  Lit.  42  a;  2  Bl;v  Com.  258.  ♦  Miles  v.  Miles,  32  N.  H.  14<,  and 

«  2  Bla.  Com.  120;  4  Keut's  Com.  2G.     see  iiolo  to  thid  in  04  Am.   Dec.   'Ml- 
»  Civ.  Code,  sec.  70(i.  370;  Doiduy  v.  Moore,  100  N.  C.  41. 
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to  emblements.*  He  is  entitled  to  work  quarries  or  mines 
already  opened  on  the  land  before  tlie  commencenient  of 
his  life  estate,  and  he  may  cut  timber  in  process  of  clear- 
ing land,  or  for  other  purposes  required  in  tlie  reasonable 
cultivation  or  repair  of  the  premises.''  He  has  the  abso- 
lute ownership  of  the  income  and  increase  of  the  estate, 
with  full  power  to  use  such  articles  as  are  necessary  for 
his  own  fire  and  food,  or  as  food  for  the  stock.'  A  life 
estate  in  personal  property  gives  the  donee  the  right  to 
consume  the  same  where  it  cannot  be  used  without  con- 
suming it,  or  to  wear  it  out  where  it  cannot  be  used  with- 
out so  doing.*  A  tenant  for  life  of  certain  rooms  of  a  house 
may  let  such  rooms  and  retain  the  money  received  as 
rent;'  and  a  devise  of  certain  rooms  for  life,  and  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  wood  for  fuel,  entitles  the  legatee  to  sell 
the  wood  or  to  remove  and  burn  it  elsewhere.*  A  life- 
tenant  has  power  to  alienate  his  whole  estate  or  any  in- 
terest less  than  his  own,  unless  restrained  by  condition.^ 
A  conveyance  of  a  life  estate  must  be  by  deed.^  The  ten- 
ant for  life  must  pay  the  interest  accruing  upon  existing 
encumbrances  during  his  term;'  and  also  taxes  and  the  or- 
dinary expenses  of  managing  the  property.'"  But  he  is  not 
bound  to  pay  off  an  encumbrance  charged  on  the  inheri- 
tance;" and  if  compelled  to  do  so,  he  becomes  a  creditor 


*  See  ante.  Emblements;  Bradley 
V.  Bailey,  66  Couii.  374;  7  Am.  St. 
Rop.  316. 

"  Lyna'a  Appeal,  31  Pa.  St.  44;  72 
Am.  iJeo.  721;  Sayera  v.  Huskiiiijou, 
110  Fa.  St.  473. 

"  Gorham  v.  Billings,  77  Me.  386. 

*  German  v.  German,  27  Pa.  St.  116; 
67  Am.  Dec.  451. 

"  VViggin  V.  VViggin,  43  N.  H.  561; 
80  Am.  Deo.  VJ'2. 

«  Wiggiu  V.  Wiggin,  43  N.  H.  561; 
80  Am.  Dec.  192. 

'  1  Crreenl.  Cruise,  108;  Jackson  v. 
Van  Hoesen,  4  Cow.  325;  Miles  v. 
Milus,  32  N.  H.  147;  64  Am.  Dec.  MS. 
But  no  community  of  tenure  exi-stu 
between  a  tenant  for  life  and  the  re- 


maindermen. Hence  the  latter  are 
not  bound  by  the  former's  leases: 
Coaklcy  v.  Chamberlain,  8  Abb.  Pr., 
N.  S.,  37. 

»  Stewart  v.  Clark,  13  Met.  79;  Peo- 
ple r.  Gillis,  24VVenil.  201. 

•  Penrhyn  v.  Hughes,  5  Ves.  93; 
Moseley  v.  Marshall,  22  N.  Y.  200; 
Tliomas  V.  Thomas,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  356; 
Barnum  v.  Barrium,  42  M<1.  251. 

'•  Peirce  v.  Burroughs,  58  N.  H.  302; 
Clark  V.  Middlesworth,  82  lad.  240; 
Reyburn  v.  Wallace,  93  Mo.  326. 

"  House  V.  House,  10  Paige,  158; 
Moseley  v.  Marshall,  27  Barb.  42;  22 
N.  Y.  200;  Warley  v.  VVarloy,  1  Bail. 
397;  Barnum  v.  Baruum,  42  Md. 
251. 
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of  the  estate  for  the  amount  so  paid.'  He  is  bound  to 
keep  in  repair  the  improvements  which  are  upon  it  at 
tlie  time  it  comes  into  his  possession,  except  where  tlie 
same  are  destroyed  by  the  act  of  God.''  A  remainder- 
man cannot  recover  mesne  profits  accrued  during  the 
life  estate,  nor  can  the  life  tenant  recover  compensation 
for  improvemenis  made  during  its  existence.'  The  court 
may  require  security  from  the  donee  for  life,  that  the 
property  shall  be  forthcoming  intact  at  the  expiration  of 
the  life  estate  in  a  case  of  real  danger.* 

§  2716.  How  Terminated.  —  An  estate  for  life  termi- 
nates upon  the  death  of  the  tenant  for  life,  or  on  that  of 
the  person  for  whose  life  it  is  granted.*  The  absence  of 
the  tenant  for  life  from  the  state  for  the  space  of  seven 
years,*  without  being  heard  from,  furnishes  ground  for 
presuming  him  to  be  dead,  and  the  next  succeeding  owner 
may  enter  upon  the  estate.'  If  the  estate  be  made  to  de- 
pend upon  a  future  contingency,  a*^  if  it  be  given  to  a 
woman  during  her  widowhood,*  or  to  a  man  and  a  woman 
during  coverture,  or  as  long  as  the  grantee"  shall  dwell  in 
a  particular  house,*  in  any  such  case  the  grantee  takes  an 
estate  for  life,  determinable  upon  the  happening  of  the 
event  on  which  the  contingency  depended."*  A  lease  with- 
out special  limitation,  made  by  a  tenant  for  life,  will  be 
construed  as  an  estate  for  the  life  of  the  lessor;'*  for  if  it 


'  Moseley  v.  Marshall,  27  Barb.  42; 
22  N.  Y.  200. 

»  Miller  v.  Shields,  55  Ind.  71. 

^  Pass  V.  McLendoa,  62  Miss.  580. 

♦  Sampson  v.  Kaiidall,  72  Me.  109. 

"  Williams  v.  Castou,  1  Strob.  130. 

«Sue  1  N.  Y.  Rev.  Stats.,  p.  749, 
sen.  0;  Eagle's  Case,  3  Abb.  Pr.  218, 
'J-JO;  McCartee  v.  Camel,  1  Barb.  Ch. 
455,  4G2;  Commouwealth  v.  Thomp- 
son, 0  Allen,  691;  83  Am.  Dec.  563; 
Ni-wmau  V.  Jenkins,  10  Pick.  515; 
Clarke  v.  Cummings,  5  Barb.  339; 
j  Spencer  v.  lioper,  13  Ired.  333. 

'  \Vi)ods    V.    Woods,    2    Bay,    476; 


Gerry  v.  Post,  13  How.  Pr.  118;  Clark 
V.  Owens,  18  N.  Y.  434. 

*  Walsh  V.  Matthews,  11  Mo.  131; 
Dale  V.  Dale,  13  Pa.  St.  446;  Rose- 
boom  V.  Van  Vechten,  6  Denio,  414; 
Craig  V.  Watts,  8  Watts,  41)8. 

»  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  102;  Co.  Lit.  42  a; 
Jackson  v.  Myers,  3  Johns.  388;  3 
Am.  Dec.  504. 

'» Co.  Lit.  42  a;  4  Kent's  Com.  26; 
Hurd  V.  Cashing,  7  Pick.  169;  Couk  v, 
Bisbee,  18  Pick.  527;  People  v.  Gillis, 
24  Wend.  2Ul. 

"  Jackson  v.  Van  Hoesen,  4  Cow. 
325. 
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should  1)0  a  lease  for  the  life  of  the  lessee,  it  would  be  a 
wrong  to  him  in  reversion.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  will  was  as  follows:  "It  is  my  will  and 
order  tliat  my  beloved  wife,  A,  shall  be  master  of  my  estate,  botli 
real  and  personal,  so  long  as  she  shall  remain  my  widow,  snb- 
jeet  to  the  payment  of"  legacies.  JFchl,  that  the  wife  of  the 
testator  took  a  life  estate  in  all  the  real  and  personal  estate  of 
the  testator,  subject  to  be  defeated  by  her  marriage:  liecinUlce 
V.  Bciirddec,  5  liarb.  824.  A  devised  certain  lands  to  his  wife, 
for  the  purpo.se  of  maintaining  herself  and  her  children;  di- 
rected that  she  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  land  and  take 
the  protits  thereof  during  her  natural  life,  and  devised  tlie  re- 
mainder in  fee,  on  her  decease,  to  the  child.  Hold,  that  her 
life  estate  was  not  divested  by  the  death  of  the  child:  Bvjdow 
v.  Burr,  4  Ohio,  358. 

§  2717.  Forfeiture  of  Estate. — Estates  for  life  may  at 
common  law  be  forfeited  because  of  certain  acts  done  by 
the  tenant;''  as  where  he  undertakes  to  convey  by  feoff- 
ment, with  livery,  a  greater  estate  or  interest  than  ho 
himself  owns.'  So  if  the  tenant  for  life  levied  a  fine,  or 
suffered  u  common  recovery,  a  forfeiture  was  thereby  in- 
curred.'* But  in  this  country  it  is  generally  held  that  a 
feoffment  does  not  create  a  forfeiture,  the  grant  being 
held  valid  as  far  as  it  could  go,  and  void  for  the  rest.^ 
In  a  number  of  states  —  Alabama,  California,  Dakota, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Massachusetts,  Maine,  Min- 
nesota, Michigan,  Mississippi,  New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  Oregon,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia,  Wisconsin, 
Wyoming — it  is  provided  by  statute  that  no  conveyance 
by  a  tenant  for  life  or  years  shall  work  a  forfeiture,  but 
it  shall  pass  to  the  grantee  all  the  interest  which  the  ten- 
ant could  lawfully  convey.' 

§  2718.  Merger  of  Estates. — Where  a  greater  estate 
and  a  less  coincide  and  meet  in  one  and  the  same  per- 


'  Co.  Lit.  42  b. 
»  Co.  Lit.  2ol. 

•  1  Greeal.  Cruise,  103. 
♦Id. 

*  Kiigers  V.  Moore,  11  Conn.  n,".'{;  4 
Keut'tj  Com.  lUo;  ijleveua  v.  WiuiiLip, 


1  Pick.  318;  11  Am.  Dec.  178;  Ro-isoel 
V.  J.irvis,  ]."»  Wis.  571;  Hurtl  v.  Cash- 
ing, 7  Pick.  1G9;  Moore  v.  Luce,  29 
Pa.  St.  2\i'A;  Tl  Am.  Dec.  G29. 

"  Stiinsuu'a  Auiericau  iStalute  Law, 
sec.  14U2. 
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son,  without  any  intermediate  estate,  the  less  is  said  to 
be  merged;  that  is,  sunk  or  drowned  in  tlie  greater.' 
But  both  must  be  owned  not  only  by  the  same  person  but 
in  the  same  right.'  In  equity  the  question  of  merger  is 
held  to  be  one  of  intention  of  the  parties;'  though  merger 
it  is  said  is  not  favored  in  equity.*  Where  the  mortgagor 
pays  off  the  mortgage  and  takes  an  assignment  to  hiniself, 
the  mortgage  is  merged  in  the  leading  title  and  becomes 
extinguished.'  An  estate  for  years  becomes  merged  in 
fee  when  the  fee  ia  acquired  by  the  tenant  for  years.' 
Where  a  tenant  for  life  acquires  the  absolute  property  or 
inheritance  of  the  lands,  his  estate  becomes  merged,  or 
drowned,  in  the  fee-simple.'  So  an  estate  pur  aufcr  vie 
will  merge  in  an  estate  for  a  man's  own  life.'  When 
equitable  and  legal  estates  unite  in  the  same  person,  the 
equitable  is  merged  in  the  legal  estate,  and  ceases  to  be 
recognized  in  equity,  but  in  order  to  merge,  the  equitable 
must  be  co-extensive  with  the  legal  estate.'  Equity  will 
not  apply  the  doctrine  of  merger  where  the  intention  or 
just  interest  of  the  parties  require  the  encumbrance  to  be 
kept  alive."  Where  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  the 
party  in  whom  the  interests  are  united  whether  the  charge 
should  subsist,  it  will  sink,  but  where  it  is  to  his  interest 
that  it  should  be  kept  on  foot,  the  court,  in  the  absence  of 
an  expressed  intention,  will  so  decree." 

The  contract  to  convey  is  generally  merged  in  the  con- 
veyance; but  there  may  be  incidental  covenants  that  are 
not  so  merged.*'    An  oral  agreement  by  the  vendor  of  real 


'  2  Bla.  Com.  177;  James  v.  Morey, 
2  Cow.  24G;  14  Am.  Dec.  475;  Alleay. 
Anderson,  44  Ind.  325;  Fox  v.  Long, 
8  Bush,  551. 

'  Pool  V.  Harris,  29  Ga.  374;  74  Am. 
Dec.  68. 

•  Jamea  v.  Morey,  2  Cow.  246;  14 
Am.  Dec.  475. 

'  Dougherty  v.  Jack,  5  Watts,  456; 
30  Am.  Dec.  335. 

'  Gardner  v.  Astor,  3  Johns.  Ch.  63; 
8  Am.  Dec.  455;  Freeman  t>.  Paul,  3 
Me.  2G0;  14  Am.  Dec.  2.37. 
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•  Carroll  ».  Ballance,  26  111.  9;  79 
Am.  Dec.  354. 

'  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  104;  Allen  v.  An- 
derson, 44  Ind.  395;  Cary  v.  Warner, 
63  Me.  571;  Fox  v.  Long,  8  Bush,  551. 

•  1  (Jreenl.  Cruise.  104. 

•  Millard  v.  McMullan,  5  Hud,  572; 
68  N.  Y.  345. 

'•  Moore  v.  Luce,  29  Pa.  St.  260;  72 
Am.  Dec.  629. 

1'  Fowler  v.  Fay,  62  111.  375. 

»»  Colvin  V.  Schell,  1  Grant  Cas.  228. 
A  executed  bis  uote  to  secure  a  debt 
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estate,  made  before  the  execution  of  the  deed,  to  procure 
for  the  vendt'o  jui  outstanding  title  to  the  hind  conveyed, 
is  merged  in  the  covenants  of  the  deed.*  A  note  not 
negotiable  does  not  merge  a  pre-existing  demand,  in  con- 
sideration of  which  it  was  given.'  Where,  in  a  contract 
for  the  sale  of  land,  there  is  a  covenant  to  indemnify  the 
vendee  against  all  costs,  charges,  damages,  etc.,  and  the 
vendee  retains  possession  of  this  contract,  and  no  such 
covenant  is  contained  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  it  is  not 
extinguished,  nor  merged  by  the  deed.' 

§  2719.  Estates  in  Joint  Tenancy. — An  estate  in  joint 
tenancy  occurred,  at  common  law,  where  lands  or  tene- 
ments were  granted  to  two  or  more  persons  to  hold  in 
fee-simple,  fee-tail,  for  life,  for  years,  or  at  will.'*  All  the 
persons  named  in  the  ii  trument  as  grantees  take  a  joint 
estate,  and  are  called  joint  tenants.*  An  equal  interest  is 
created  in  all  the  persons  who  take  under  the  grant;*  and 
a  grant  which  defines  the  interest  which  each  is  to  take 
does  not  create  a  joint  tenancy,  but  a  tenancy  in  common.^ 
An  estate  in  joint  tenancy  cannot  arise  by  the  act  of  the 
law;  it  can  be  created  only  by  the  act  of  the  parties,  as  by 
purchase  or  grant.*  Joint  tenants  have  one  and  the  same 
interest,  accruing  by  one  and  the  same  conveyance,  com- 
mencing at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  held  by  one  and 
the  same  undivided  possession."  Trustees  whose  joint 
action  is  evidently  contemplated  take  as  joint  tenants,  and 
not  as  tenants  in  common.*"    In  case  of  a  devise  to  bus- 


due  B,  and  before  it  came  due  exe- 
cuted to  C  a  deed  of  trust,  to  secure 
the  same  debt.  Held,  that  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deed  of  trust  operated 
to  ch.ange  a  simple  contract  into  a 
specialty,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the 
trust  estate:  Berry  v.  Bacon,  28  Miss. 
318. 

»  Coleman  v.  Hart,  25  Ind.  256. 

'  Greenwood  v.  Curtis,  4  Mass.  93;  6 
Mass.  .371. 

»  Cox  V.  Henry,  32  Pa.  St.  18. 

*  2  Bla.  Com.  180;  1  Greeal.  Cruise, 


829;  Hamman  v.  Towers,  3  Har.  &  J. 
147;  5  Am.  Dec.  427. 

•  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  829. 

•  Co.  Lit.  180  I);  Coster  v.  Lorillard, 
14  Wend.  336;  Shiels  v.  Stark,  14  Ga. 
429. 

'  Craig  V.  Taylor,  6  B.  Mon.  427. 
»  2  Bla.  Com.  180. 

•  2  Bla.  Com.  180;  Overton  v.  Lacy, 
6B.  Mon.  13;  17  Am.  Dec.  HI;  Rich- 
ardson V.  Miller,  48  Miss.  31. 

'•  Franklin  Savings  Institution  v. 
People's  Savings  Bauk,  14  B.  I.  632. 
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band  and  wife,  the  devisees  at  common  law  are  joint 
tenants,  the  survivor  taking  the  whole  estate;  and  the  rule 
is  the  same  under  a  statute  abolishing  joint  tenancy.*  As 
it  respects  unity  of  interest,  one  joint  tenant  cannot  be 
entitled  to  one  period  of  duration  or  quantity  of  interest, 
and  the  other  to  a  different  one."  Tlius  one  cannot  be 
tenant  for  life  and  the  other  for  years,  nor  can  one  be 
tenant  in  fee  and  the  other  in  tail.'  Unity  of  title  re- 
quires that  the  estate  of  joint  tenants  must  be  created  by 
the  same  act  or  instrument,  whether  legal  or  illegal,  as  by 
one  and  the  same  grant,  or  by  one  and  the  same  disseisin.* 
And  unity  of  time  requires  that  the  estate  be  vested  in  all 
tlie  joint  tenants  at  the  same  period,  as  well  as  by  the 
same  title.'  In  respect  to  unity  of  possession,  joint  tenants 
are  said  to  be  seised  per  my  et  per  tout;  that  is,  each  of 
them  has  the  entire  possession,  as  well  of  every  part  as  of 
the  whole.^  Two  corporations  cannot  hold  land  as  joint 
tenants.^ 

§2720     Joint  Tenancies  not  Favored  —  Abolished  by 

Statute.  —Joint  tenancies  are  not  favored  by  the  courts.* 
Therefore,  where  it  appears,  either  by  the  words  of  a  will 
or  gift,  or  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  that  it  was  the 
donor's  intention  that  the  estate  should  be  divided,  it  will 
be  construed  to  be  a  tenancy  in  common,  and  not  a  joint 
tenancy.®  In  most  of  the  states  it  is  expressly  provided 
by  statute  that  every  estate  granted  or  devised  to  two  or 
more  persons  is  to  be  deemed  a  tenancy  in  common,  un- 
less a  different  tenure  is  clearly  expressed  or  implied  in 


•  Hall  V.  Stephens,  63  Mo.  670;  27 
Am.  Rep.  302. 

"  2  Bla.  Com.  181. 
» Co.  Lit.  188. 

•  2  Hla.  Com.  181. 

•  Co,  Lit.  188;  IGreenl.  Cruise,  834; 
2  Bla.  Com.  181. 

"  2  Bla.  Com.  182;  Overton  v.  Lacy, 
6T.  B.  Mon.  13;  17  Am.  Dec.  HI. 
'  De  VVittv.  San  Francisco,  2  Cal.  289. 


•  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  350; 
Westcott  V.  Caily,  5  Johns.  Ch.  .3.34;  9 
Am.  Dec.  .307.  Joint  tenancy  does 
not  exist  in  Ohio:  (Sergeant  r.  Stein- 
berger,  2  Ohio,  305;  15  Am.  Dec.  653; 
Mile?  V.  Fisher,  10  Ohio,  1;  36  Am. 
Dec.  61. 

«  Martin  v.  Smith,  6  Binn.  16;  6 
Am.  Dec.  395. 
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tho  instrument  creating  the  estate/  and,  except  in  several 
of  the  states,  where  the  conveyance  is  made  to  two  or  more 
as  trustees.' 


§  2721.    Incidents  of  Joint  Tenancy  —  Survivorship.  — 

Upon  the  death  of  one  joint  tenant,  his  interest  passes  to 
the  survivors,  and  at  length  to  the  last  survivor,  and  does 
not  go  to  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  the  deceased  joint 
tenant.  This,  the  jus  accrescendi,  or  right  of  survivorship, 
is  the  most  important  incident  of  an  estate  in  joint  ten- 
ancy.' An  entry  or  re-entry  made  hy  one  joint  tenant  is 
as  effectual  as  if  it  were  the  act  of  all;*  and  the  occupation 
by  one  is  prima  facie  an  occupation  hy  all.'  Joint  tenants 
must  join  in  an  action  for  the  possession  of  land  jointly 
held;'  and  one  can  neither  sue  nor  be  sued  alone,  in  re- 
spect to  the  joint  estate,  if  advantage  be  properly  taken  of 
the  omission  to  join  his  co-tenants.^  Either  joint  tenant 
may  convey  his  share  of  the  estate  to  a  co-tenant  or  to  a 
stranger,*  but  a  devise  of  his  share  would  be  inoperative, 
since  the  right  of  survivorship  would  take  precedence  of 
the  devise.'  Nor  can  one  joint  tenant  bind  his  co-tenant 
by  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  joint  estate,  without  prior 
authority  from  his  co-tenant,  or  by  his  subsequent  ratifi- 
cation of  the  contract.*"  Whether  one  joint  tenant  may 
convey  his  interest  iu  the  joint  estate  by  metes  and 
bounds  is  a  question  on  which  the  authorities  differ,  some 


^  See  1  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  1371;  Sander  v.  Morrison,  7 
T.  B.  Men.  54;  18  Am.  Dec.  161. 

*  I  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  1371.  And  see  Higbee  v.  Rice,  5 
Mass.  344;  4  Am.  Dec.  ()3. 

»  2  Bla.  Com.  183,  184;  Overton  v. 
Lacy,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  13;  17  Am.  Dec. 
111.  This  incident  is  abolished  by 
statute  in  many  of  the  states:  See  § 
2720,  ante;  Bryan  v.  Everett,  21  Ga. 
401;  6b  Am.  Dec.  464.  It  was  never 
recognized  by  the  courts  of  Connecti- 
cut: Phelps  V.  Jepson,  1  Root,  48;  1 
Am.  Dec.  33. 

*  2  Bla.  Com.  182. 


•  Ford  V.  Grey,  6  Mod.  44;  Small  v. 
Cliflford,  38  Me.  213. 

•  Dewey  v.  Lambier,  7  Cal.  347. 

T  2  Bla.  Com.  182;  1  Wms.  Saund. 
291  f;  Webster  v.  Vandeventer,  6 
Gray,  428.  Compare  Mitchell  v.  Tar- 
butt.  5  Term  Rep.  651. 

•  Rector  v.  Waugh,  17  Mo.  13;  57 
Am.  Dec.  251;  Shaw  v.  Hearsey,  5 
Mass.  522;  Denne  v.  Judgo,  11  East, 
288;  Gates  v.  Salmon,  35  Cal.  588;  95 
Am.  Dec.  139. 

»  Co.  Lit.  185  b;  1  Washburn  on 
Real  Property,  412;  Duncan  v.  Forrer, 
6  Binn.  193. 

M  Hanks  v.  Enloe,  33  Tex.  624. 
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holding  that  he  can,*  others  that  he  cannot,  so  as  to  hind 
the  other.'  A  mortf^ago  executed  hy  two  of  three  joint 
tenants  is  a  severance  of  the  joint  tenancy.' 

§2722.  Estates  in  Ooparcenary.  —  At  common  law, 
where  a  man  dies  seised  of  an  inheritance,  and  his  next 
lieirs  are  two  or  more  females,  or  their  representatives, 
the  estate  descends  to  them  jointly,  and  they  are  called 
coparceners.*  All  the  p  irceners  together  make  hut  one 
heir,  and  have  but  one  estate  among  them.*  Coparceners, 
like  joint  tenants,  have  t'le  same  unities  of  interest,  title, 
and  possession.'  But  thore  is  no  survivorship  incident 
to  this  estate,'  and  coparceners  always  claim  by  descent, 
while  joint  tenants  alwa}S  claim  by  purchase.'  The  es- 
tate may  be  dissolved  by  the  alienation  of  one  coparcener 
to  a  stranger,*  by  partition,'"  or  by  the  whole  at  last  de- 
scending to  one  of  the  coparceners."  One  purchasing 
the  interest  of  coparceners  before  partition  takes  only  an 
inchoate  title  to  the  lot  afterwards  acquired  by  partition; 
he  takes  subject  to  equities  existing  at  the  time  between 
the  heirs  whose  interest  he  has  purchased  and  third  par- 
ties.** In  several  states,  estates  in  coparcenary  are  by 
statute  abolished,  and  in  all  cases  where  two  or  more  per- 
sons are  entitled  to  an  inheritance  by  descent,  they  take 
as  tenants  in  common."  In  other  states,  again,  it  is  pro- 
vided by  statute  that  all  estates  shall  descend  in  "  par- 


1  Gates  r.  Salmon,  35  Cal.  570:  95 
Am.  Dl'C.  1.39;  Treon  v.  Eiiieriek,  6 
Ohio,  391;  Barnhart  v.  Campbell,  50 
Mo.  597;  Reiuicker  v.  Smith,  2  Har. 
&  J.  421. 

■'  Porter  v.  Hill,  9  Mass.  34;  6  Am. 
Dec.  2l';  Vanium  v.  Abbot,  12  Mass. 
474;  7  Am.  Dec.  87. 

^  Simpson  v.  Ammons,  I  Binn.  175; 
2  Am.  Dec.  425. 

•2  Bla.  Com.  188. 

'  2  Hla.  Com.  188;  Burton  on  Real 
Property,  sec.  316;  Hoffar  v.  Dement, 
5  Gill,  i'M;  4(j  Am.  Due.  ()28. 

"1  Greeul.  Cruise,  859,  860.     See 


Gill  V.  Fauntleroy,  8  B.  Mon.  177; 
Manchester  v.  Doildritlge,  3  Incl.  300. 

'  Co.  Lit.  164;  4  Kent's  Com.  364. 

«2Bla.  Com.  188. 

» 1  Greenl.  Cruise,  862;  Co.  Lit. 
175  a. 

'*•  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  803;  Burton  on 
Real  Property,  sec.  318;  see  VVildyw. 
Barney,  31  Miss.  652. 

"  2  Bla.  Com.  191. 

J*  Flynn  v.  Herye,  4  Mo.  App.  360. 

"  Alabama,  (ieorgia,  Imliana,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Oregon,  Rhode  Island:  See  1  Stimscu'a 
American  Statute  Law,  see.  1375. 
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ceniiry."*  In  this  counlry,  —  for  in  the  United  States 
hind  descends  to  all  the  children,  whether  male  or  I'eniale, 
eiinally,  —  in  states  where  no  provision  is  made  l;y  f^tat- 
ute,  the  heirs  would  seem  to  take  hy  coparcenaiy,  if  of 
the  female  sex,  and  possibly,  also,  if  of  both  sexes.* 

§2723.  Tenancies  in  Common. — A  tenancy  in  com- 
mon arises  where  two  or  niore  j)ersons  hold  lands  or 
tenements  in  fee-simple,  or  for  term  of  life  or  ycai's,  by 
several  and  distinct  titles,  and  occupy  the  same  lands  and 
tenements  in  common.'  Unity  of  right  of  jiossession 
merely  is  all  that  is  re(piired  between  tenants  in  com- 
mon,'* They  may  have  several  and  distinct  estates  in 
their  several  portions;  herein  dillering  from  joint  ten- 
ants.* Tenancy  in  common  is  created  by  deed,  or  by  the 
destruction  of  an  estate  in  joint  tenancy,  or  in  coparcenary, 
or  it  may  be  created  by  descent.*  Tenancy  in  common  is 
crea' 3d  by  will  by  all  expressions  importing  division  by 
equal  and  unequal  shares,  or  referring  to  the  devisees  as 
owners  of  respective  or  distinct  interests,  and  even  by 
words  denoting  equality.'  Grantees  are  tenants  in  com- 
mon, where  the  deeds  under  which  they  claim  cover  the 
same  land,  bear  the  same  date,  are  founded  upon  surveys 
recorded  and  certified  on  the  same  day,  and  purport  to 
have  been  made  upon  warrants  issued  upon  the  same 
day.*  A  conveyance  of  a  moiety  of  a  piece  of  land  in 
"quantity  and  quality"  creates  an  estate  in  common  be- 
tween the  grantor  and  grantee.'     So  a  grantor  becomes 

'  Delaware,     Arkansas,     Colorado,  Spencer  v.  Austin,  38  Vt.   258;  Ber- 
Floritlii,     Kentucky,    Missouri,    Oiiio,  neeker  v.  Miller,  40  Mo.  473. 
Virginia,    West   Virginia,    Wyoming:  ^  Hoone  on  Real  Property,  see,  357. 
See  1  fStiniaou'a  American  Statute  Law,  There  is  no  presumption  tliat  tliu  in- 
sec.  1375.  terests  of  tenants  in  common  are  equal: 

'■'  1  Stimson's  ATierican  Statute  Law,  Campaii  r.  Campau,  44  Mich.  31. 

sec.    1375;    P;'.U.erson  v.   Lanning,    10  *  Hall  v,  Page,  4  Ga.  4'J8;  48  Am. 


De 


235. 


Watts,  I3i^;  30  Am.  Dec.    154;  Camp- 
bell V.  Wallace,  12  N.  H.  3G2;  37  Am.  '  Gilpin    v.   HoUingsworth,   3  Md. 
Dec.  '219.  190;  50  Am.  Dec.  737. 

=•  1  (ireenl.  Cruise,  868.  **  Young  v.  De  Bruhl,  11  Rich.  638; 

*  Story  V.  Saunders,  8  Humph.  G03;  73  Am.  Dec.  l'.>7. 

Putuam    V.    Ritchie,    6    Paige,    3*J8;  *  Adams  v.   Froth  ingham,  3  Mass. 

352;  3  Am.  Dec.  151. 
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iMich.  31. 
4'2S;  iS  Am. 

Iworth,   3  Mil- 

11  Rich.  63S; 
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tenant  in  common  witli  one  to  wlioin  be  bas  conveyed 
"one  luilf  of  my  lot."'  A  devise  to  A  and  B  "jointly, 
their  lieir.s  and  assigns,  forever,"  creates  u  tenancy  in 
common,^  So  docii  ix  <levise  of  land  "to  bo  eciually  di- 
vided."^ So  dues  u  devise  of  land  to  A,  B,  and  C,  "to 
tbeni  and  their  heirs,  for  their  use,  improvement,  and 
equal  emolument  during  their  natural  lives,  and  after 
their  decease  to  the  heirs  of  D."*  There  is  no  survivor- 
ship among  tenants  in  common;  on  the  death  of  one,  his 
interest  passes  to  his  heirs.* 

In  general,  the  seisin  or  tlie  possession  of  one  ten- 
ant in  common  is  deemed  to  bo  the  pos'^ession  of  all.* 
But  if  one  ousts  the  other,  or  denies  his  tenure,  his  pijsses- 
sion  becon^es  adverse,''  or  if  the  circumstances  show  an. 
intent  on  his  part  to  hold  adversely.*     A  tenant  in  coin- 


>  Lick  V.  O'Doiinell,  3  Cal.  59;  58 
Am.  Ihc.  3S3. 

•■<  Davis  V.  Smith.  4  Har.  (Del.)  68. 

8Bri.-cou  V.  Mi(}o(!,  '2  J.  .J.  Marsh. 
370;  Seiily  v.  Liiuroiis,  1  Dcs.uis.  £([. 
137;  Drayton  v.  Driiytoii,  1  Desaus. 
E<i.  324;  Hunch  v.  Hurst,  3  Dusaus. 
Eq.  273;  5  Am.  Due.  5.")1. 

♦  Caiupboll  V.  Rawihm,  18  N.  Y.  412. 

'  1  (rreeul.  Cruise,  8(i'J;  liurtoii  on 
Real  Property,  sec.  38;  Putnam  v. 
Ritcliie,  (J  I'aigc,  3'.»0. 

•■  Coleman  ?'.  Hutchcnaon,  3  Bibb, 
209;  6  Am.  Dee.  049;  Lodge  v.  Patter- 
son, 3  Watts,  74;  27  Am.  Dec.  335; 
Thompson  y.  »\lawliinney,  17  Ala.  3(52; 
52  Am.  Dec.  17(5;  Jacksou  v.  Tibbits, 
9  Cow.  241 ;  Vaughan  r.  Bacon,  15  Me. 
455;  33  Am.  Dec.  028;  Jolinson  v. 
Toulmin,  18  Ala.  50;  52  Aiu.  Dec. 
212;  Catlin  v.  Kidder,  7  Vt.  12; 
Thomas  r.  Hatch,  3  Sum.  170;  Small 
V.  CliflFord,  38  Me.  213;  Tiiorutou  r. 
York  Bank,  45  Me.  158;  Brown  r. 
Wood,  17  Mass.  08;  Marcy  v.  Stone, 
8  Cush.  4;  54  Am.  Dee.  730;  Pool  v. 
Morris,  29  (ia.  374;  74  Am.  Dec.  08; 
Page  V.  Branch,  97  N.  C.  97;  2  Am. 
St.  Rep.  281;  Cook  v.  Clinton,  04 
Mich.    309;    8    Am.    St.    Rep.    810. 


co-tenants:  Ward  i'.  Warren,  82  N.  Y. 
205. 

'  Young  w.  Adams,  14  B.  Mou.  127; 
58  Am.  Dec.  O.'i-l;  (lossoiii  v.  Donald- 
son, 18  B.  -Mon.  230;  08  Am.  Dec. 
723;  Coleman  v.  Cleineiits,  23  Cal. 
245;  Harpeuding  v.  DutL'li  (.'liurdi,  10 
Pet.  455;  Willisou  v.  WatUiiis,  3  Pot. 
51;  Hart  v.  <iri-g,  10  Watts,  185; 
.30  Am.  Dec.  100;  Baird  v.  Baird,  1 
Dev.  &  B.  h:<[.  524;  31  Am.  Dee.  399; 
Newell  V.  Woodrutf,  .SO  Conn.  498. 

"  Pliillips  V.  (Jiegu,  10  Watts,  158; 
36  Am.  Dec.  158;  Colburn  v.  Mason, 
25  Me.  434;  43  Am.  \)w.  292;  Alex- 
ander V.  Kennedy,  19  Tex.  488;  70 
Am.  Dec.  358;  (iillaspie  i>.  0-iburn,  3 
A.  K.  Marsh.  77;  13  Am.  Dec.  l.'JO; 
Oglesby  Ji.  Hollister,  70  Cal.  130;  9  Am, 
St.  Kep.  177;  Kuttor  c.  Small,  08  .\U1, 
133;  0  Am.  St.  Rep.  431;  Unger  v. 
Mooney,  03  Cal.  080;  49  Am.  Rep. 
100,  the  court  saying:  "The  possession 
of  one  tenant  in  common  is  the  posses- 
sion of  his  co-tenant.  Such  possession 
by  cue  tenant  has  no  element  of  hos- 
tility to  the  right  of  his  co  tenant. 
The  co-tenant  out  of  po.s.session  is  not 
informed  by  such  possession  that  it 
has   any  adverse    character.     Such    a 


Where  one  tenant  in  common  has  tlie  possession  uniler  claim  of  title  adverse 

charge  of  the  commcm  property  for  all  to  tlie  co-tenant,  Li.t  not  manifested  to 

the  others,  his  knowledge  of  an  ease-  him  by  the  conduct  ot  the  possessor  of 

meat  therein  is  the  knowledge  of  his  a  character  to  uuUt'y  the  co-tenant  of 
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iiion,  to  show  an  ouster  of  his  co-tenant,  must  show  acts 
of  po-st'ssion  inconsistent  with  an<l  exclusive  of  tjjo 
rights  of  such  co-tenunt,  and  such  as  would  amount  to  an 
ouster  lic'tweon  landlord  and  tenant,  and  knowledge  on 
the  part  ol"  his  co-tenant,  of  his  claim  of  exclusive  owner- 
ship.' Jle  has  the  right  to  assume  that  the  poss(^^sion  of 
his  co-tenant  is  his  possession,  until  informed  to  the  con- 
trary, either  hy  express  notice,  or  by  acts  and  declarations 
which  may  he  equivalent  to  notice.*  Exclusive  possession 
by  one  tenant  in  common,  and  receipt  of  the  rents  and 
l^rofits,  of  the  common  land,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  is 


its  ailvorse  nntiire,  in  not  Huiricient  to 
sot  till!  ijt.'itiitu  in  operatii>n  im  butwucii 
toiiiiiits  in  coiniiinri.  Tliu  co-ti-nunt 
must  in  Home  way  l>o  notilieil  of  tlio 
(iilvei'so  litikliiig  in  i>r»lei'  to  i)e  I'rejii- 
tlicL'd  by  it.  Tlii.s  ni'iy  bu  by  actiul 
notice,  or  l»y  auts  or  (lecliiriitioii.s  so 
open  iiiiil  notiirioiis  tluit  it  may  be  in- 
furreil  that  tlie  co  tc-nant  liatl  kiiowl- 
eilye  of  tlu'in.  Tiiis  rule  and  tlie  rea- 
80I.  on  wbicli  it  is  fnunileil  is  well 
stated  in  Millir  r.  Myers,  40  Cal.  5H'J, 
rel'errinj4  to  tin'  tenant  out  of  posses- 
sion, in  tlu'se  wonls:  *liut  until  lie  has 
notiee,  either  actu.il  or  constructive,  iu 
some  form,  that  the  possession  of  lua 
co-tenant  has  lieef>nie  hostile,  it  will  bo 
deemed  in  law  to  have  l)uen  amicable 
notwithstanding  tlie  tenant  in  posses- 
sion may  in  fact  have  been  holding  ad- 
versely. If  the  rule  were  otherwise, 
the  teniint  out  of  possession  might  be 
disseised  and  lose  his  remedy  by  the 
bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations 
without  notice  that  the  possession  of 
his  co-tenant  hail  become  hostile.  To 
avoid  this  injustice,  the  law  deems 
the  possession  to  have  continued  ami- 
cable until  the  tenant  out  of  possession 
lias  in  some  method  been  notitied  that 
it  has  become  hostile.'  The  adverse 
character  of  the  possession  must  in 
every  case  be  manilested  to  the  owner. 
The  owner  must  be  notified  in  some 
way  that  the  possession  is  hostile  to  his 
claim,  or  the  statute  does  not  operate 
on  his  right:  8ce  remarks  in  opinion 
in  Thompson  v.  Pioche,  44  Cal.  517; 
Fort  Hampton  v.  Kirk,  84  N.  Y.  '2J0; 
3S  Am.  Uep.  50.j;  Culver  v.  Rhodes, 
87  N.  Y.  354;  AbeU  v.  Harris,  11  Gill 


&  J.  371,  per  Dorsey,  J.  As  was 
said  in  the  case  cited  from  84  N. 
Y.,  per  Anilrews,  J.,  the  object  of 
the  statute  defining  the  acts  essential 
to  constitute  an  adverse  possession  is, 
that  the  real  owner  may  by  uiie(|uiv- 
ocal  acts  of  the  disseisor  have  notice 
of  the  hostile  claim,  and  be  thei'  oy 
called  upon  to  assert  his  legal  title.' 
Hence  an  open  and  notorious  occu- 
pation with  hostile  intent  is  a  neces- 
sary constituent  of  an  adverse  posses- 
sion; neither  a  hostile  intent  without 
such  occupation,  nor  such  occupa- 
tion without  hostile  intent,  is  sulQ- 
cient.  The  case  of  tenants  in  coniinoa 
is  no  exception  to  tliis  rule.  The  evi- 
dence required  is  of  a  ditlerent  char- 
acter from  the  legal  character  of  the 
tenure,  tenants  in  common  being 
seized  per  my  et  per  tout,  and  the 
actual  occupation  of  one  tenant  of  the 
entire  tract  having  no  element  of  hoa- 
tility  to  his  co-tenant.  iSuch  occupa- 
tion, with  user  of  the  land  for  hua- 
bandry,  or  of  any  kind,  is  reconcilable 
with  right,  and  in  harmony  with  the 
legal  aspects  of  the  tenure.  Hence 
there  must  be  some  conduct  of  the  oc- 
cupying tenant  evidenced  by  act  or 
declarations,  or  both,  in  its  miture  and 
essence  hostile  to  the  title  of  the  ten- 
ant nut  of  possession,  and  imparting 
knowledge  of  such  liostility  to  the 
latter  to  affect  his  right:  Portis  v.  Hill, 
3  Tex.  278." 

'  Chandler  v.  Ricker,  49  Vt.  128; 
Squires  v.  Clark,  17  Kan.  84;  Ball  v. 
Palmer,  81  III.  370. 

'  Aguirre  v.  Alexander,  58  Cal.  21. 
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not  sufTiclont  to  croato  a  legal  presumption  of  tho  actual 
ouster  of  a  co-tenant.'     Ikit  ouster  by  one  tenant  of  Ills 
co-tenant  may  l)0  inferred  from  circumstances,'^  and  is  a 
question  of  fact  for  tho  jury.'     A(;tual  notice  is  not  neces- 
sary, however,  before  tbo  possession  of  ono  joint  teinmt 
or  tenant  in  common  can  be  considered  as  adverse  to  his 
co-tenant.    Circumstancoa  from  wliich  such  co-tenant  can 
infer  that  it  is  adverse  will  be  sulUcient.''     Tho  assertion 
of  the  entire  ownership   by  one   tenant   in   common   to 
work  ouster  of  co-tenants  must  ].e  made  or  communicated 
to  the  latter  when  it  consists  of  a  mere  verbal  declaration; 
but  when  the  act  is  of  such  a  nature  as  will  be  presumed 
to  be  noticed  by  persons  oi  ordinary  diligence  in  attend- 
ing to  their  own  interests,  and  is   >f  liuch  an  uncipiivocal 
character  as  not  to  bo  easily  niisundorstood,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary that  positive  notice  should   be  given  to   the  co- 
tenants,  or  that  they  have  actual  knowledge,*    Where  one 
co-tenant  conveys  the  whole  estate,  and  tho  grantee  re- 
cords tho  deeds,  and  enters  into  open  and  notorious  pos- 
session, claiming  title  to  the  entire  estate,  this  will  amount 
to  a  desseisin   by  such  grantee  of  the  other  co-l(;nants.' 
Where  a  tenant  in  common  conveys  the  whole  land  to  a 
third  person,  and  the  grantee  records  the  deed,  and  enters 
under  it,  makes  valuable  improvements,  pays  tho  taxes, 
and  receives  the  rents  and  prolits,  without  oll'ering  to  ac- 
count, the  co-tenant  is  chargeable  with  actual  notice,  and 
tho  possession  is  ed'ectual  against  him.^    A  tenant  in  com- 
mon is  ousted  by  a  co-tenant  when  tho  latter  will  not 
suffer  him  to  enter  and  occupy.* 

'  Bolton  V.  Hamilton,  2  Watts  &  S.  *  WarfieM  v.   Lin.k'll,  :<u   Mo.   272; 

294;  'M  Am.  Dec.  uUi).  77  Ain.  Dee.  lil.");  raekanl  v.  Jolinaou, 

'■•Mereaitii  v.  Andres,  7  Ired.  5;  45  57  fal.  180. 

Am.   Deo.    504;    Harmon  v.  Jame.s,   7  "  I'arker  v.  Proprietors,  3  Met.  91; 

Sniedes  &  M.  Ill;  45  Am.  Dec.  "Jdii.  37  Am.  Dee.  I'Jl. 

'  Harmon  v.  James,  7  Smedes  &  M.  '  Uiiger  c.  Mooney,  •03  Cal.  5SG;  49 

111;  45  Am.  Dee.  '2i)ii.  Am.  R<.p.  100. 

*  Lodge  V.   Patterson,  3  Watts,  74;  *  Nonij  v.  JSullivan,  47  Couu.  474. 
27  Am.  Dec.  335. 
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Tenancy  in  common  can  only  be  destroyed  by  uniting 
all  the  titles  in  one  holder  or  by  partition.' 

§  2724.     Actions  b'^tween  Tenants  in  Common. — One 

tciiunt  in  common  may  sue  his  co-tenant  for  ejectment 
where  he  lias  been  ousted  of  his  share  of  the  estate,*  but 
not  until  then.'  So  he  may  sue  him  in  trespass  or  trover 
where  there  has  been  a  total  destruction  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  tenancy,  or  some  part  of  it,  or  a  total  denial 
of  the  plaintiff's  right;*  he  may  sue  him  for  mesne  prof- 
its;® for  waste;'  for  his  half  of  the  purchase-money  of  the 
common  estate;^  for  his  share  of  taxes  paid  by  him  on 
the  entire  tract;^  for  his  share  of  insurance  money  on 
property  destroyed;'  or  for  hii  share  of  the  rents  and 
profits  received  by  his  co-tenant."*     One  tenant  in  com- 

'  Sullivan  v.  McLenans,  2  Iowa,  437;  143;  Lucas  v.  Hardin,  3  Dov.  398;  24 

65  Am.  Dec.  ISO.  Am.  Dec.  266;   Porter  v.   Hooper,  13 

■'  Peaceable    v.    Read,    1    East,   568;  Me.  25;  29  Am.   Dec.  480;   Hcrrin  v. 

Halford   V.    Tctheiow,   2   Jones,   393;  Eaton,  13  Me.  193;  29  Am.  Dec.  499; 

Noble  ('.  MoFarl.mil,  51  111.  226;  Beth-.  Welch  v.  Clari*,  12  Vt.  681;  36  Am. 

ell  V.  McC'ool.  46  Ind.  303;  Norris  v.  Dec.  368;  Sanborn  v.  Morrell,  15  Vt. 

Sullivan.  47  Conn.  474;  Gale  f.  Hines,  700;   40    Am.    Dec.    701;    Warren    v. 

17  Fla.  778;  Uiiiv.  of  Vt.  v.  Reynolds,  Allen,  1  Pinn.  479;  44  Am.  Dec.  406; 
3  Vt.  542;  23  Am.  Dec.  234;  Thomas  Guyther  v.  Pettijohn,  6  Ired.  388;  45 
V,  Garvin,  4  Dev.  223;  25  Am.  Dec.  Am.  Dec.  499;  Lowe  r.  Miller,  3  Gratt. 
708;  Hutchinson  v.  CUn^e,  39  Me.  508;  205;  46Am.i.  Dec.  189;  Agnew  u.  John- 
63  Am.  Dec.  645;  Jones  v.  De  Lassus,  son,  17  Pa.  St.  373;  55  Am.  Dec.  565; 
84  Mo.  541.  Or  trespa-is  (/'«(/■?  c/(nw(/m  Rooks  w.  Moore,  Busb.  1;  57  Am.  Dec. 
f'reyif.:  Harman  r.  Gartnian,  Harp.  430;  569;  Roddy  v.  Cox,  29  Ga.  298;  74  Am. 

18  Am.  Rep.  656.     Vontra,  Duncan  v.  Dec.  64. 

Sylvester,   13  Me.  417:   29  Am.   Dec.  °  Critchfield  v.  Humbert,  39  Pa.  St. 

512;  Anders  v.  Mereditli,  4  Dev.  &  B.  427;   SO  Am.  Dec.  533;   Goodtitle  v. 

Eq.    199;   34  Am.    Dec.   376;   Wait  v.  Tombs,  3  Wils.   118;  Bennett  v.  Bul- 

Richardsou,  33  Vt.  190;  78  Am.  Dec.  lock,  35  Pa.  St.  367;  Cook  v.  Webb, 

622.  21  Minn.  428;  Camp  v.  Homesley,  11 

"  Lawton  v.  Adams,  29  Ga.  273;  74  Ired.  211. 

Am.  1  ec.  59.  *  Hancock   v.   Day,   1   Mc.Mull.   Eq. 

•  Tubl)s?-.  Richardson,  6  Vt.  442;  27  69;  36  Am.  Dec.  293;  Maxwell  r.  Max- 
Am.   Dec.   570;    Booth   v.    Adams,    11  well,  31   Me.    184;  50  Am.   Doc.   657. 
Vt.  156;  .34   Am.  Dec.  680;  McGill  u.  Contra,  Darden   v.  Cowper,  7   Jones, 
Ash,  7  Pa.  St.  397;  Erwin  r.  Olmsted,  210;  75  Am.  Dec.  461. 
7  Cow.  229;  Tliompson  »•.  Gerrisli,  57  '  Coles   v.  Coles,   15   Johns.   159;   8 


N.  H.  85;  Murray  i\  Hall,  7  Com.  B. 
441;  Silloway   v.  Brown,  12  Allen,  37; 


Am.  Dec.  231. 

"  Eads  V.  Retherford,  114  Ind.  273; 


Cubitt    I'.  Porter,  8   Barn.   &  C.   268;    5  Am.  St.  Rep.  611. 


Bennett   v.    Bullock,  35    Pa.    St.   364; 

Filbert  v.  llotl',  42  Pa.  St.  97;  82  Am. 

Dec.    493;    Madilox    r.    (ioddard,    15 

Me.  218;  33  Am.  Doc.  604;  Gibson  v.    St.  Rep.  288, 

Vaughau,  2   Bail.  389;   23  Am.  Deo. 


»Stark3  V.  Sikes,  8  Gray,  609;  69 
Am.  Dec.  270. 
'•  Kudson  V.  Coe,  79  Me.  83;  1  Am. 
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Dev.  398;  24 
V.   Hooper,  13 
ISO;  Herrin  v. 
Aui.  Dee.  499; 
.  (5S1;  30  Am. 
lonell,  15  Vt. 
I;    Warren    v. 
Am.  Dec.  406; 
;  Ired.  38S;  43 
,liUer,  3Uratt. 
Vuiiew  V.  John- 
Am.  Dec.  505; 
;  57  Am.  Dec. 
ta.  '298;  74  Am. 

Lrt,  39  Pa.  St. 
1;  GooiUitle  V. 
loiiiiett  V.  Bul- 
p.n-k  V.  Webb, 
Hoinesley,  U 

McMuU.  Eq. 
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vui.  Deo.  057. 
tl.er,  7   Joues, 

I  Johns.  159;  8 

114  Iml.  273; 

lOray,  609;  69 
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mon  may  maintain  an  action  against  liis  co-tenant  for 
diverting  the  water  from  their  common  mill  for  separate 
purposes.^  He  may  sue  his  co-tenant  to  recover  the  hit- 
ter's proportion  of  moneys  paid  by  the  former  to  remove 
an  encumbrance  on  their 


property  which  they  had  as- 
sumed on  their  purchase  thereof.' 


He  may  sue   his  co- 


tenant  for  flowing  the  land  owned  in  common  by  means 
of  a  dam  erected  upon  other  land.'  He  may  distrain  for 
rent  where  he  has  leased  to  his  co-tenant.^  He  may  main- 
tain trover  against  his  co-tenant  for  using  hay  owned  by 
them  as  such  tenants,  but  not  for  selling  it.*  A  tenant  in 
common  who  sells  growing  timber  and  receives  payment 
therefor  is  liable  to  his  co-tenant.*  Where  a  mill  owned 
in  common  was  burned  through  the  negligence  of  one  of 
the  tenants  in  common,  it  was  held  that  his  co-tenants 
might  maintain  a  joint  action  on  the  case  against  him 
therefor.' 

If  one  tenant  in  common  exclusively  occupies  the 
whole  or  more  than  his  share  of  the  common  estate,  he 
is  liable  to  account  to  his  co-tenant  for  rents  and  profits 
in  an  action  of  account.^  But  if  he  occupies  the  same 
common  property,  he  is  not  liable  to  his  co-tenant  for 
rents  and  profits  of  the  land  received  by  him,  unless  he 
receivecf  more  than  his  share;'  aliter,  if  he  disseises  his 

'Pillsburyt*.  Moore,  44  Me.  ;o4;  C9  296;   Moses  v.  Ross,  41   Me.  .300;  66 

Am.  Dec.  91.  ^  Am.  Dec.  'J");  Huff  r.  MeDoiiakl,  22 

^Dickinson  v.  Williams,   11   Cush.  Ga.   13?.;  08  Am.  Dec.   1S7;   Izard  v. 

258;  59  Am.  Dec.  142.  Bo.liiie,  11  N.  J.  E(i.  403;  09  Am.  Dec. 

^  O.liorne  v.  Lyford,  9  N.  H.  502;  32  595;  Knowles  i>.  Harris,  5  R.  I.  402; 

Am.  Dec.  387.  73  Am.  Dec.  77;  Early  v.  Friend,   16 

♦  Luther  v.  Arnold,  8  Rich.  24;  62  Gratt.  21;  78  Am.  Dee.  649;  Edsail  v. 
Am.  Dec.  422.  Merrill,  37  N.  J.  Eq.  114;  Pear.soii  v. 

*  Lewis  V.  Clark,  59  Vt.  363.  Ciirleton,  18  S.  C.  47;  Tyner?-.  Feiincr, 
"Miller  v.  Miller,  7  Pick.    1.33;    19     4  Lea,  409;  Buckelew  «.  Snedeker,  27 

Am.   Dec.  265;   Shepard  v.   Piatt,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  82;  Bird  «.  Bir.l,  15  Fh.  424; 

Minn.  119.  21  Am.  R«p.  290;  Hayden  v.  Merrill, 

'  Chesley  v.  Thompson,  3  N.  H.  9;  44  Vt.  330;  8  Am.  Rep.  372. 

14  Am.  Dec.  .325.  »  Keisel  v.  Earnest,  21   Pa.  St.  90; 

"  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  300;  Calhoan  v.   Curtis,   4   Met.    413;    38 

Puckett  V.  Smith,  5  Strob.  20;  53  Am.  Am.  Dec.  3S0;  Chambers  v.  Chambers, 

Dec.  080:  Smith  v.  Wiley,  22  Ala.  390;  3  Hawks,  232,  and  note  in  14  Am.  Dec. 

58  Am.  Dec.  202;  Tarleton  r  Goldth-  587;  Peck  v.  Carpenter,   7  Gray,  283; 

waite,   23    Ala.   346;    58    Am.    Dec.  66  Am.  Dec.  477;  Ruseboum  v.  Ruse- 
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co-tenant,  and  ousts  him  of  the  possession.*  The  occupa- 
tion of  one  tenant  in  common  is,  at  common  law,  but  the 
exercise  of  his  legal  right,  so  long  as  he  does  not  exclude 
his  co-tenant.  His  cultivation  and  improvement  are 
made  at  his  own  risk;  if  they  result  in  loss,  he  cannot 
call  upon  his  co-tenant  for  contribution;  and  if  they  pro- 
duce a  profit,  his  co-tenant  is  not  entitled  to  share  in 
them.  The  co-tenant  can,  at  any  moment,  enter  into 
equal  enjoyment  of  his  possession,  and  his  neglect  to  do 
so  may  be  regarded  as  an  assent  to  the  sole  occupation  of 
the  other."  The  fact  that  one  tenant  in  common  has  had 
the  entire  occupancy  of  the  common  estate,  and  his  co- 
tenants  have  not  occupied  it,  gives  no  right  of  action 
against  him  for  the  value  of  the  use  of  their  interests.' 
One  tenant  in  common  cannot  sue  another  to  recover 
documents  relating  to  the  joint  estate.*  He  cannot  main- 
tain replevin  against  his  joint  tenant,"*  nor  forcible  entry 
and  unlawful  detainer."  Tenants  in  common  cannot  be 
sued  jointly  in  an  action  of  account  by  their  co-tenants, 
where  each  of  the  deTendants  received  portions  of  the 
profits  severally.^  And  assumpsit  will  not  lie  by  a  tenant 
in  common  against  his  companion  to  recover  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  common  property,  in  the  absence 
of  an  express  contract  to  pay  rent.* 


§  2725.  Actions  by  or  against  Strangers.  —  At  com- 
mon law,  tenants  in  common  must  sever  in  real  actions; 
but  in  actions  for  injury  to  the  estate,  they  must  join,  for 


boom,  15  Hun,  301);  Hause  v.  Hause, 
29  Miini.  '252;  Booth  r.  Adams,  11  Vt. 
150;  34  Am.  Dec.  (iSO;  Hamhy  v. 
Wall,  48  Ark.  135;  3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
218. 

'  Sears  v.  Sellen,  28  Iowa,  501. 

»  Pico  V.  Columbet,  12  Cal.  414;  73 
Am.  Dec.  550. 

»  Eveits  V.  Beacli,  31  Mich.  13G;  18 
Am.  Rup.  IGl). 

*  Cluwus  i;.  Uawley,  12  Johns.  481. 


'  PulHamr.  Burlingame,  81  Mo.  Ill; 
Hill  V.  Seager,  3  Utah,  :;79. 

"  Lick  V.  O'Douuell,  3  Cal.  59;  58 
Am.  Dec.  383. 

'  McPhersoii  v.  McPherson,  11  Ired. 
391;  53  Am.  Dec.  417. 

"  Crow  V.  Mark,  52  111.  3.32;  Kline 
V.  Jacobs,  68  Pa.  St.  57;  Chambers  v. 
Chambers,  3  Hawks,  232;  14  Am. 
Dec.  585. 
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the  damages  belong  to  them  jointly.*  And  tenants  in 
common  of  personalty  must  join  in  an  action  to  recover  it.'' 
"Tenants  in  common  cannot  join  or  be  joined  in  real 
or  mixed  actions,  unless  in  the  case  where  some  entire  or 
indivisible  thing  is  to  be  recovered."'  But  where  the  ten- 
ants in  common  are  not  jointly  interested  in  the  damages, 
the  remedy  may  be  by  a  several  action  *  So  where  the 
other  tenants  refuse  to  join,  and  they  are  non-residents.' 
A  tenant  in  common  who  has  an  interest  in  the  property 
which  entitles  him  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  entire  estate 
can  maintain  ejectment  against  all  persons  but  his  co- 
tenants  and  parties  claiming  under  them.*  They  are  not 
obliged  to  join  in  an  action  against  their  grantor  for  a 
breach  of  the  covenants  of  warranty  in  his  deed.^ 
A  tenant  in  common,  without  joining  his  co-tenant  in 
the  action,  may  recover  of  a  purchaser  the  price  of  his 
undivided  part  of  the  common  property.'  Tenants  in 
common  may  sever  their  actions,  where  they  lease  prop- 
erty and  reserve  separate  portions  to  each.'  But  they 
may  maintain  a  joint  action  to  recover  rent  due  on  a 
lease  of  the  common  property  which  contains  a  covei..,.it 
to  pay  rent  to  the  lessors  jointly,  although  by  a  memo- 
randum annexed  to  the  lease,  and  forming  part  of  it,  it 
is  agreed  that  one  half  of  the  rent  be  paid  to  each  of  the 
lessors  separately.*"  Where  there  is  no  express  demise  of 
land  by  tenants  in  common,  they  may  join  in  an  action 
for  use  and  occupation,  and  on  the  death  of  one  of  them 


'  May  V.  Parker,  12  Pick.  34;  22 
Am.  Dec.  39.*};  Dawsoa  v.  Mills,  32 
Pa.  St.  3()2;  Stevenson  r.  CoflFerin,  20 
N.  H.  150;  CoviUand  v.  Tanner,  7 
Cal.  38;  llines  v.  Frautham,  27  Ala. 
359. 

■^  Clapp  V.  Pawtucket  Inst.,  15  R.  I. 
48i*;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  915. 

*  Milled  in  V.  Rogers,  5  Cow.  188;  15 
Am.  Deo.  4G4;  Southard  v.  Hill,  44 
Me.  92;  69  Am.  Dec.  85.  Aliter  in 
same  states:  Hillhouse  v.  Mix,  1 
Koot,  24ti;  1  Am.  Deo.  41. 


♦Lothrop  V.  Arnold,  25  Me.  136; 
Longfel!  w  v.  Quimby,  29  Me.  196. 

*  Peck  V.  McLean,  36  Minn.  228;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  665. 

*  Brown  v.  Warren,  10  Nev.  228; 
Thames  v.  Jones,  97  N.  C.  121. 

'  Lamb  v.  Danforth,  59  Me.  322;  8 
Am.  Rep.  420. 

«  Lyman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  N.  H.  384. 

» Lahy  r.  Holland,  8  Gill,  445;  50 
Am.  Dec.  705. 

'•  Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  Dec.  65. 
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after  suit  broiifrht,  tho  survivor  may  ropover  the  cntiro 
(lainnges  for  tlio  use.'  A  tenant  in  coniinon  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  trespass  on  the  estate.^  A  joint  tenant, 
or  tenant  in  common,  bringing  an  action  for  the  whole 
tract,  and  failing  to  establish  his  right  to  more  than  a 
part  of  it,  may  have  judgment  for  that  part.' 

§  2726.    Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Tenants  in  Common. 

— A  tenant  in  common  may  manage  his  estate  in  any  way 
he  pleases,  provided  he  does  not  injure  his  co-tenants.* 
One  tenant  in  common  is  liable  to  another  for  the  cost  of 
such  repairs  as  were  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  the 
property  from   falling  into  decay.'     But  one  tenant  in 


«  Col)l)  r.  Kidd,  19  Blatclif.  560. 

*  LoiigfoUow  V.  Qiiimhy,  29  Me.  196; 
48  Ain.  Dec.  51';');  Hoilyes  v.  Hoal,  80 
Me.  '281;  0  Am.  St.  Rep.  199. 

»  MeFadilen  v.  Haley,  2  Bay,  457; 
1  Am.  Dec.  ()S3. 

*  Pealxuly  v.  Minot,  24  Pick  329. 

*  Beatty  v.  Bor.lwell,  91  Pa.  St.  438; 
AlcxaiuleV  v.  Ellison,  79  Ky.  148; 
Percy  r.  Millauiton,  (3  Martin,  N.  S., 
016;  17  Am.  Dec.  196;  (iwinueth  r. 
Thompson,  9  Pick.  31;  19  Am.  Dec. 
350;  Gooilunow  t'.  Ewer,  16  Cal.  461; 
76  Am.  Dec.  540.  But  iu  the  case  of 
necessary  repairs,  there  must  he  a 
previous  request  to  join  in  making 
them,  and  a  refusal  so  to  do,  or  no  ac- 
tion can  he  sustained:  Mumford  v. 
Brown,  6  Cow.  475;  16  Am.  Dec.  440; 
Crest  I'.  Jack,  3  Watts,  238;  27  Am. 
Dec.  353;  Doane  v.  Badger,  12  Mass. 
65;  Calvert  v.  Aldrich,  99  Mass.  74; 
96  Am.  Dec.  693;  Thurston  v.  Dickin- 
son, 2  Rich.  P^(^.  317;  46  Am.  Dec.  56. 
"At  the  common  liiw,  if  there  are  two 
tenants  iu  common,  or  joint  tenants,  of 
a  house  or  mill,  and  it  should  fall  into 
decay,  and  one  is  willing  to  repair,  and 
the  other  is  not,  he  that  is  willing  to 
repair  shall  have  a  writ  de  refiaratione 
/iiricmlti,  for  owners  are  hound,  pro 
l)Otio  iiuhlico,  to  maintain  houses  and 
mills,  wiiicharu  for  the  habitation  and 
use  of  man:  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  sec.  1235. 
Chancellor  Kent  says:  'One  joint  ten- 
ant, or  tenant  in  common,  can  compel 
the  others  to  unite  iu  the  expense  of 


necessary  reparations  to  a  house  or  mill 
belonging  to  them,  though  the  rule  is 
limited  to  those  parts  of  the  common 
property,  and  does  not  apply  t».  fences 
inclosing  wood  or  arable  land*:  4 
Kent's  Com.  370.  See  also  Anderson 
V.  Greble,  1  Ashm.  136;  Adams's 
Equity,  267;  1  Washburn  on  Real 
Property,  421.  Whether  the  writ  de 
rejtaratione  J'acienda  could  now  be  re- 
sorted to  to  compel  a  recusant  tenant 
to  unit''  in  making  needed  repairs,  we 
need  i.ot  deciile.  We  only  refer  to  the 
subject  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  common  law  recognized  the  legal 
ol  il  igation  of  each  tenant  to  bear  his  j  ust 
proportion  of  the  necessary  reparation 
of  liouses  on  the  common  estate,  when 
one  or  more  desired  that  sucii  repairs 
should  be  made.  That  there  should 
be  an  obligation  enforceable  in  some 
form  seems  to  be  necessary  to  prevent 
injustice  and  wrong,  and  to  grow  out 
of  the  relation  in  which  the  parties 
stand  to  each  other  with  respect  to 
the  common  estate.  Whatever  injure? 
or  benetits  one  co-tenant  is  an  injury 
or  benefit  to  all  the  others.  If  one 
makes  repairs,  the  others  receive  a 
part  of  the  benetits,  and  they  ought 
not  to  be  permitted,  by  refusing  to 
unite  in  making  necessary  repairs,  to 
compel  their  co-tenant  to  bear  the 
whole  expense,  or  to  allow  his  interest 
to  suffer  because  they  are  reckless  of 
their  own":  Alexander  v.  Ellison,  79 
Ky.  148.    A  tenant  in  couunou  is  lia- 
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common  cannot  go  on  and  make  exix-nsive  and  vahiahle 
iniprovcmentH,  wliich  are  not  re|»airrf  in  the  strict  sense 
of  that  t(*rin,  and  make  his  co-tenant  liahlo  for  any  part 
of  the  same,  in  the  uhsenco  of  an  express  or  implied  con- 
tract to  pay  therefor.'  If  one  tenant  in  common,  with 
authority  to  improve  the  projterty,  <h)es  so  in  good  faith,  ho 
cannot  he  hehl  responsihle  to  the  other  for  errors  of 
judgment  in  making  the  improvements,  hut  will  he  en- 
titled to  contrihution.*  But  one  co-tenant  cannot  maintain 
an  action  against  liis  co-tenants  for  los^  sustained  through 
want  of  repairs,  when  he  himself  has  refused  to  unite 
with  them  in  making  repairs  necessary  to  the  use  of  the 
property.' 

Where    tenants  in   common  liave  occupied  the  same 
property  to  the  exclusion  of  a  co-tenant,  they  are  entitled, 
in  an  accounting  for  the  rents  and  profits,  not  only  to  a 
credit  for  their  expenses  and  services  actually  rendered 
in  operations   upon   the  common    property  which   have 
made  it  of  great  vaUie,  but  also  for  expenses  and  for  labor 
and  services  rendered  in  endeavoring  to  make  it  valuable, 
though  unsuccessfully,  they  having  acted  bona  fide,  and 
only  with  a  view  of  increasing  the  value  of  the  property.* 
Where  one  tenant  in  common  enters  upon  the  common 
estate,  which  yields  no  profit,  and  so  improves  it  as  to 
make  it  productive,  he  is  entitled  to  all  the  profits  pro- 
duced by  reason  of  such  improvements,  to  the  exclusion 
of  his  co-tenant.*     He  is  not  chargeable,  on  accounting, 
with  the  rental  value  of  the  improvements,  but  only  with 

ble  to  his  co-tenant  for  repairs  that  are  Menard,  1  Gilm.  39;  41  Am.  Dec.  161; 

absolut  ly  necessary   to    houses   and  Kidder  w.  Rixford,  16  Vt.  109;  42  Am. 

mills  alieiidy  erected  and   in  being,  Dec.  504;  Thurston   v.   Dickinson,  2 

which  fall   into  decay,  but  the  rule  Rich.  Eq.  317;  46  Am.  Dec.  56. 
does  not  apply  to  woodland  or  arable        *  Reeil  v.  Jones,  8  Wis.  421. 
land:    Beaty  u.  Bordwell,  91  Pa.  St.         » Stallings    v.    Corbett,    2    Speers, 

438.  613;  42  Am.  Dec.  388. 

'  Taylor  v.  Biil.lwin,  10  Barb.  682;        ♦  Ruflfners  v.  Lewis,  7  Leigh,   720; 

Walter  v.  Gretiiw.iod,  29  Minn.  87;  30  Am.  Dec.  51.3. 
Crest  V.  Jack,  3  Watts,  238;  27  Am.         "  Nelson  v.  Clay,  7  J.  J.  Marah.  138; 

Dec.  353;  Hancc.ek  v.  Day,  1  McMuU.  23  Am.  Dec.  387. 
Eq.  69;  36  Am.  Dec.  293;  LouvaUe  v. 
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the  rental  value  of  the  land.*  Where  a  co-tenant  is 
obliged  to  redeem  the  whole  estate  in  order  to  relieve  his 
own  share  from  encumbrance,  he  has  a  right  to  retain 
the  share  of  his  co-tenant  as  security  for  the  repayment 
of  the  amount  equitably  chargeable  to  it.  And  until  such 
reimbursement  has  been  made  to  the  co-tenant  who  re- 
deemed, the  delinquent  co-tenant  cannot  maintain  an  ac- 
tion against  liim  for  the  recovery  of  the  land.'  It  is  obli- 
gatory upon  each  co-tenant  to  keep  the  taxes  paid,  and  if 
one  pays  them  all,  he  is  entitled  to  be  reimbursed,  with  in- 
terest.' A  tenant  in  common  who  is  debarred  by  his  co- 
tenants  from  enjoyment  of  the  premises  owned  in  common 
has  a  right  to  take  peaceable  possession  thereof,  although 
such  possession  is  acquired  by  stealth,  but  without  tumult 
or  a  breach  of  the  peace.*  A  tenant  in  common  is  not  per- 
mitted, even  after  partition  made,  to  purchase  in  a  supe- 
rior outstanding  claim  for  his  own  exclusive  benefit,  and 
much  less  to  use  it  for  the  expulsion  of  his  co-tenant.* 
Such  a  purchase  is  considered  in  equity  as  inuring  to 
the  benefit  of  all  the  co-tenants,  though  the  purchaser  is 
entitled  to  contribution.*  At  the  same  time,  however, 
the  other  must  exercise  reasonable  diligence  in  making 
his  election  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of  such  pur- 

*  Annely  v.  De  Saussure,  26  N.  0. 
497;  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  725. 

="  Watkiiis  V.  Eaton,  30  Me.  529;  50 
Am.  Dec.  6:{7. 

»  Goodenow  v.  Ewer,  16  Cal.  461;  76 
Am.  Dec.  540;  Morgan  r.  Herrick,  21 
111.  481;  Oliver  v.  Montgomery,  39 
Iowa,  601. 

*  Wood  V.  Phillips,  43  N.  Y.  152. 
»  Rector  v.  Wangh,  17  Mo.   13;  57 

Am.  Dec.  251;  Venabler.  Beauchamp, 
3  Dana,  321;  28  Am.  Dec.  74,  and 
note  83-86;  Davis  v.  King,  87  Pa.  St. 
261;  Swinburne  v.  Swinburne,  28  N. 
Y.  568;  Titaworth  r.  Stont,  49  111.  78; 
95  Am.  Due.  577;  Funk  v.  Newcomer, 
10  Md.  301;  Weaver  v.  Wible,  25  Pa. 
St.  270;  64  Am.  Dec.  696;  Tisdale  v. 
Tisdale,  2Siieed,  5i»6;  64  Am.  Dec.  775. 

*  Sneed  v.  Athertoii,  6  Dana,  276; 
32  Am.  Dec.  70;  Kothwell  v.  Dewees, 


2  Black,  613;  Mandeville  v.  Solomon, 
39  Cal.  125;  Lloyd  v.  Lynch,  28  Pa. 
St.  419;  70  Am.  Dec.  137;  Brittin  v. 
Handy,  20  Ark.  381;  73  Am.  Dec.  497; 
Roberts  v.  Thorn,  25  Tex.  728;  78  Am. 
Dec.  552;  G-entry  v.  Gentry,  1  Sneed,  87; 
60  Am.  Dec.  ?37:  Fi-entz  v.  Klgtch,  28 
Wis.  3! 2;  i  9.iuv,i  v.  King,  22  Gratt. 
414;  Wh'  i.  V-  •  Suiter,  '>6  Minn.  103; 
.1  Am.  ot  lAf  .  '>o6.  A  tax  title  can- 
not be-  acf  ei  by  one  co-tenant 
against  hia  tsnants,  but  he  holds  it 
in  trust  for  tiieni;  Smith  v.  Smith,  68 
Iowa,  608;  Weare  v.  Van  Meter,  42 
Iowa,  128;  20  Am.  Rep.  616;  Minturv. 
Durham,  13  Or.  470.  Nor  can  he  ac- 
quire tiie  right  of  homestead  in  govern- 
ment land  of  which  he  is  in  possession 
for  himself  and  his  co-tenants:  Rein- 
hart  I'.  Bradshaw,  19  Nev.  255;  3  Am. 
St.  Rep.  886. 
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chase.  Unless  he  elect  within  a  reasonable  time,  and 
contribute,  or  olFer  to  contribute,  his  ratio  of  the  consid- 
eration actually  paid,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have  repudi- 
ated the  transaction  and  abandoned  its  benefits.'  A 
purchase  made  by  one  not  then  a  co-tenant  does  not 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  those  with  whom  he  afterwards 
becomes  a  co-tenant.' 

The  undivided  interest  of  a  tenant  in  common  of  cliat- 
tels  may  be  seized  and  sold  under  attachment,  if  the 
property  is  severable;  and  if  the  tenant's  share  is  exempt 
from  such  seizure,  he  may  maintain  his  action  alone  to 
vindicate  his  exemption  rights.' 

§  2727.     Right  of  Tenant  in  Common  to  Convey. — One 

tenant  in  common  may  demise  or  convey  his  undivided 
share,  but  no  more,  of  the  common  estate,*  and  tbe  pur- 
chaser thereupon  takes  the  place  of  the  grantor,  and 
holds  as  tenant  in  common  with  the  other  tenants.^  A 
deed  of  one  tenant  in  common  cannot  affect  the  title  or 
interest  of  his  co-tenant,  whatever  title  such  deed  may 
purport  to  convey.®  He  can  only  lease  his  individual 
share,  unless  he  has  authority  from  his  co-tenants.'  Ac- 
cording to  the  weight  of  authority,  one  tenant  in  common 
cannot,  as  against  the  rights  of  his  associates,  convey  his 
share  in  any  particular  part  of  the  estate  held  in  common 
by  metes  and  bounds.*     In  some  states,  however,  it  is 

'  Mandeville  u.  Solomon,  39  Cal.  125.     property:    Ruppe    v.    Steinbach,    48 

■  Siieed's  Heirs  v.  Atherton,  6  Dana,     Mich.  4(J5. 

Titi;  32  Am.  Dec.  70.  '"  Adams  v.   Frothinghani,   3  Mass. 

■Newton  v.   Howe  ind   Drury,   29    352;  3  Am.  Dec.  151;  In  re  Prentiss,  7 

Wis.  oM;  U  Am.  Rep.  tilG.  Ohio,  pt.  2.  129;  30  Am.  Dec.  203;  Dain 

*  I'.utler  V.  Roys,  25   Mich.  53;    12    v.  Cowing,  22  Me.  347;  39  Am.  Dec. 

Am.  Rep.  218;    Luther  v.  Arnold,  8    585;  Sewell  v.  Holland,  61  Ga.  (iOS. 

Rich.  24;  Shepardaon  v.  Rowland,  28        **  Bigelow  v.  Toplitf,  25  Vt.  273;  60 

Am.    Dec.  2G4;  Rlood  v.  Goodrich,  9 
Wend.  08;  24  Am.  Dec.  121. 

'  Mussey  v.  Holt,  24  N.  H.  248;  55 
Am.  Dec.  234;  McKinley  v.  Peters, 
111  Pa.  St.  283;  Tainter  v.  Cole,  120 
Mass.  162. 

Deniiison  v.  Foster,  9  Ohio,   126; 


Wid.  ]0S;  DiUoM  V.  Brown,  11  Gray, 
IT!);  71  Am.  Dec.  700;  Vaughan  v. 
Cravens,  1  Head,  108;  73  Am.  Dec. 
lliS.  Alitcr  as  to  a  mortgage:  Marks 
c.  Sewell,  120  Mass.  174.  A  tenant 
ia  common  can  mortgage  his  interest 
to  Secure  Ins  individual  indebtednes-s, 
unless  the  leal  estate  is  partnership    34  Am.  Dec.  429;  Smith  v.  Benson,  9 
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held  that  he  may  convey  his  sliare  in  a  particular  part  of 
the  estate.*  It  has  been  held  that  one  tenant  in  common 
of  separate  and  distinct  parcek  of  land  may  convey  all 
his  undivided  interest  in  the  whole  of  any  one  of  the  dis- 
tinct parcels,  and  his  deed  will  be  valid  and  etfectual 
against  his  co-tenants;*  and  that  if  an  inheritance  con- 
sists of  several  distinct  freeholds,  a  tenant  in  common 
may  convey  his  undivided  interest  in  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  and  it  may  be  sold  on  execution,  without  reference 
to  any  of  the  other  parcels.'  If  all  the  tenants  in  com- 
mon of  a  tract  of  land  give  conveyances  at  different 
times,  by  metes  and  bounds,  to  the  same  person,  of  the 
same  part  of  the  land,  the  conveyances  taken  together 
pass  the  title.  And  the  same  principle  applies  where  the 
several  interests  of  tenants  in  common  in  a  part  of  the 
land  held  in  common  are  taken,  at  different  times,  by 
compulsory  proceedings,  for  public  use.* 

§  2728.  Partition  —  In  General.  —  Partition  is  the  al- 
lotment to  each  of  two  or  more  joint  owners  of  real  prop- 
erty of  his  share  in  severalty.'  Proceedings  in  partition 
are  proceedings  inrem;^  and  such  actions,  like  all  real 


Vt.  138;  31  Am.  Dec.  614;  Bartlet  v. 
Harlow,  12  Mass.  .348;  Smith  v. 
Knight,  20  N.  H.  9;  Good  v.  Coombs, 
28  Tex.  .34;  Duncan  v.  Sylvester,  24 
Me.  482;  41  Am.  Dec.  400;  Boggess 
V.  Mereilith,  IG  W.  Va.  1;  Mattox  v. 
Hightshue,  39  Ind.  95;  Boston  etc. 
Co.  V.  Condit,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  .394;  Gris- 
wold  V.  Johnson,  5  Conn.  3G3;  Crocker 
V.  Tiffany,  9  R.  I.  505;  Taiuter  v.  Cole, 
120  Mass.  162;  Ballou  v.  Hale,  47 
N.  H.  347;  93  Am.  Dec.  438;  Jewett ». 
Stockton,  3  Yerg.  492;  24  Am.  Dec. 
594;  Hutcliinson  v.  Chase,  39  Me.  50S; 
63  Am.  Dec.  645;  Marshall  v.  Truin- 
hall,  28  Conn.  183;  73  Am.  Dec.  6()7; 
Whitton  V.  Whitton,  38  N.  H.  127; 
75  Am.  Dec.  163;  Phillips  v.  Tudor,  10 
Gray,  78;  69  Am.  Dec.  306.  But  such 
a  conveyance  will  operate  as  an  estop- 
pel against  him  and  those  clainiing 
under   him:    Varaam   v.    Abbot,   12 


Mass.  474;  7  Am.  Dec.  87.  Generally 
the  deed  of  a  part  of  the  common  prop- 
erty by  metes  and  bounds,  by  one  of 
several  tenants,  is  voidable  only  Ijy 
the  co-tenants,  or  some  one  of  them, 
and  ia  valid  against  all  other  persons: 
Nichols  V.  Smith, '22  Pick.  319. 

'  Barnhart  v.  Campbell,  50  Mo.  597; 
Reinecker  v.  Smith,  2  Har.  &  J.  421; 
Treon  v.  Emerick,  6  Ohio,  391;  Canin- 
ran  v.  Thurmond,  56  Tex.  22;  Good- 
win V.  Keney,  49  Conn.  563. 

»  Primin  v.  Walker,  38  Mo.  94. 

'Butler  V.  Roys,  25  Mich.  53;  li 
Am.  Hep.  218. 

♦  Stevens  v.  Norfolk,  46  Conn.  227. 

»2Bouvier's  Inst.  410,  411;  2  Bla. 
Com.  323;  Freeman  on  Cotenancy  and 
Partition,  sees.  393  et  seq. 

« Corwithe  v.  Griffing,  21  Barb,  U; 
Pillshury  v.  Dugao,  9  Ohio,  117;  '^i 
Am.  Deo.  427. 


4450 

part  of 
1  mm  oil 
vey  all 
he  dis- 
trectuiil 
ce  con- 
omniou 
more  of 
jference 
in  com- 
Sifferent 
I,  of  the 
together 
here  the 
rt  of  the 
imes,  by 

18  the  al- 
eal  prop- 
partition 
all  real 

Generally 
Diiunon  prop- 
rt^  by  one  of 
ble  only  l>y 
,ne  of  them, 
her  persous: 

319. 

50  Mo.  597; 

■ar.  &  J-  'i-l; 
391;  Ciuno- 
22;  Gooil- 
63. 

Mo.  94. 
dich.  53;  12 

Conu.  227. 
r  411;  2  Bla. 
lotenancy  and 

'21  Barb.  U; 


4451 


ESTATES    IN    REAL   TROPEUTY. 


§  2729 


actions,  are  local.'     It  is  an  adversary  suit,  in  which  the 
title  may  be  contested." 

§2729.  Voluntary  Partition. —  Partition  is  voluntary 
where  it  is  made  by  the  parties  themselves,  a''  by  con- 
veying or  releasing  to  each  other  their  respett've  es- 
tates. When  persons  owning  lands  in  common  execute 
mutual  deeds  of  bargain  and  sale  and  release,  in  consid- 
eration of  one  dollar,  and  an  agreement  to  divide,  the 
conveyances  operate  as  deeds  of  partition.'  If  each  of 
two  tenants  in  common  execute  to  the  other  conveyances, 
—  one  of  the  north  half  of  the  land  held  in  common,  and 
the  other  of  the  south  half, — the  partition  is  binding  upon 
them.*  Wuere  joint  tenants  divide  land  by  deeds,  follow- 
ing an  old  survey,  the  accuracy  of  which  neither  knows 
anything  about,  the  partition  is  valid,  notwithstanding 
the  division  may  have  been  unequal,  there  being  no  fraud 
or  misrepresentation.*  Where  land  is  divided  between  ten- 
ants in  common, and  each  accepts  his  part,  takes  possession, 
and  makes  improvements,  it  is  a  good  partition,  although 
there  be  no  judgment  of  a  court.*  But  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser without  notice  of  an  undivided  interest  in  land  is 
not  bound  by  a  parol  agreement  for  partition  made  by 
the  tenants  in  common.^  So  if  there  are  owners  who 
are  not  personally  present,  and  do  not  participate  in  such 
consert,  or  who  are  not  legally  represented  in  the  transac- 
tion, and  whose  interests  or  just  rights  may  be  injuri- 
ously affected  or  lost  thereby,  such  persons  may  seek 
redress  in  equity.*  A  minor  to  whom  a  tract  of  hind  has 
been  devised  is  not  bound  by  a  partition  made  by  other 
devisees  of  the  same  testator  of  land  devised  to  them,  and 


'  Brown  v.  McMullen,  1  Nott  & 
McC.  252;  Bonner,  Petitioner,  4  Mass. 
122. 

^Brownell  v.  Bradley,  16  Vt.  105; 
42  Am.  Dec.  498. 

'  Dawson  v.  Lawrence,  13  Ohio,  543; 
42  Am.  Dec.  210. 

*  Eaton  t>.  Tallmadge,  24  Wis.  217. 


^  Jones  V.  Carter,  4  Hen.  &  M. 
184. 

6  Welchel  v.  Thompson,  39  Ga.  559; 
99  Am.  Dec.  470;  Hubbard  v.  Rioart, 
3  Vt.  207;  23  Am.  Dec.  198. 

'  Gates  V.  Salmon,  46  Cal.  361. 

*  De  Louis  v.  Meek,  2  G.  Greene,  55; 
50  Am.  Dec.  491. 
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of  his  land,  by  which  a  portion  of  both  tracts  is  set  off  to 
liim,  although  upon  attaining  majority  ho  exercised  acts 
of  ownership  over  the  part  so  set  olF  to  him.'  Where  a  par- 
tition  of  land  is  made  between  several  by  deed  without 
covenants,  and  there  is  an  encumbrance  on  the  portion 
assigned  to  one,  for  the  discharge  of  which  he  is  com- 
pelled to  pay  money,  he  may  call  on  the  others  for  con- 
tribution.'' Partition,  to  be  effectual,  need  not  be  made 
upon  the  land,  but  the  same  may  be  made  on  a  map,  al- 
though the  lines  there  traced  merely  existed  in  the  mind. 
Actual  separation  of  parts  is  not  necessary,  and  the  acts  of 
the  co-owners  allotting  to  one  and  another  a  portion  of 
joint  property  which  each  is  e  ititled  to,  and  which  each 
enjoys  without  interruption,  are  sufficient.'  Where  a  tract 
of  land  held  in  common  has  been  subdivided  into  lots, 
and  one  of  the  lots  has  long  been  known  and  called  by 
the  name  of  one  of  the  tenants  in  common,  and  there  is 
no  evidence  of  any  subsequent  claim  of  a  tenancy  in 
common,  it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  there  has  been  a 
partition,  and  that  such  lot  was  set  off  to  him  whose  name 
it  bears.*  Partition  made  by  deeds  of  release  between  the 
grantee  of  a  tenant  in  common  and  co-tenants  is  valid 
when  it  is  in  the  power  of  any  co-tenant  to  compel  a 
partition  by  legal  proceeding.*  An  attempted  deed  of 
partition  not  signed  by  some  of  those  named  therein  as 
tenants  in  common  is  void." 

§  2730.  Written  Agreements  for  Partition. — A  written 
agreement  for  a  partition  will  be  regarded  in  equity  as 
an  actual  partition.'  Such  an  agreement  will  be  liber- 
ally construed,*  and  it  will  be  enforced  by  the  court,  and 
an  allowance  made  where  there  is  a  difference  in  value.' 


'  Hemmich  v.  High,  2  Watts,  159; 
27  Am.  Dec.  295. 

»  Dugaa  V.  HoUins,  4  Md.  Ch.  139. 

'  Cuinptoa  V.  Mathews,  3  La.  128; 
22  Am.  Dec.  167. 

♦  .Jackson  v.  Miller,  6  Wend.  228; 
21  Am.  Dec.  316, 


» Staples  V.  Bradley,  23  Conn.  167; 
eo  Am.  Dec.  631. 

*  Eiiieric  v,  Alvarado,  64  Cal.  529. 

'  Masterson  v.  Fiunigan,  2  R.  I.  316. 
^  Moore  V.  Eagles,  1  Murpli.  .'i02. 

*  Norwood  V.  Norwood,  4  Uar.  &  J. 
112;  Cuates  v.  Street,  2  Ashui.  12. 
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A  fair  partition  of  land,  followed  by  a  judicial  sale  of  the 
share  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  a  proper  ap})lication  of 
the  proceeds,  will  sever  the  possession,  notwithstanding 
the  owners  of  one  moiety  are  minors;'  and  an  agree- 
ment for  partition  entered  into  by  parties  who  are  all 
sui  juris  will  bo  valid  and  binding  witiiout  the  sanction 
of  the  court.'^  So  where  proceedings  for  partition  are 
discontinued,  a  voluntary  partition  made  by  the  parties 
while  the  proceedings  wero  pending  is  binding.'  But  an 
unfair  partition  by  agrooment  is  not  binding  on  an 
infant,  though  he  exercise  acts  of  ownership  after  he  be- 
comes of  age.* 

§  2731.  Parol  Agreements  for  Partition. — An  unexe- 
cuted parol  agreement  for  a  partition  of  land  is  not 
binding.'  A  parol  agreement  for  partition  of  land,  of  such 
a  character  that  possession  thereunder  cannot  follow,  is 
void.'  But  where  tenants  in  common  of  land,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  separate  interests  of  each,  agree  by  parol 
to  a  division,  and  each  takes  possession  of  the  share 
allotted  to  him,  such  partition  is  binding  on  the  parties,' 
notwithstanding  they  are  femes  covert  or  minors,  if  the 
partition  is  made  with  the  acquiescence  of  their  hus- 
bands or  guardians,*  or  if  acquiesced  in  and  confirmed 


>  Williiir.l  V.  Williar.l,  5G  Pa.  St.  119. 

*  Boinpart  v.  Roderiuau,  24  Mo.  385. 
'  Folgur  V.  Mitcliell,  3  Pick.  396. 

*  HeiaiiiiLh  v.  High,  2  Watts,  159; 
27  Am.  Dec.  295. 

*  Wooilbeck  r.'wiMers,  IS  Cal.  131; 
Slice  V.  Derrick,  2  Rich.  027;  Siiivcly 
V.  Luce,  1  Watts,  69. 

*  Laiitennaii  v.  Williams,  55  Cal.  60. 
'  Coles »».  Wooaiiig,  2  Pat.  &  H.  189; 

Jackson  V.  Harder,  4  Johns.  202;  4  Am. 
Duo.  2()2;  Mount  v.  Morton,  20  Barb. 
l-J.'i;  Kl.ert  v.  Woods,  1  Biim.  216;  2 
Ami.  Due.  436;  Rider  v.  Maul,  46  Pa. 
St.  376;  Stuart «.  Baker,  17  Tex.  417; 
Word  V.  Fleet,  36  N.  Y.  499;  93  Am. 
Due.  528,  and  cases  cited;  Buzzell  v. 
Gallagher,  28  Wis.  (578;  Long's  Ap- 
ptiai,  77  Pa.  St.  151;  Shupard  v.  Rinks, 


78  111.  188;  Dement  w.  Williams,  44 
Tex.  158;  Haughenhaugh  v.  Honakl, 
3  Brev.  97;  5  Am.  Dec.  548;  Ryerss  v. 
Wlieeler,  25  Wend.  434;  37  Am.  Dec. 
243;  Brown  v.  Wlieeler,  17  Conn.  .345; 
44  Am.  Dec.  550;  Grimesv.  Butts,  65111. 
347;  Moore  v,  Kerr.  46Ind.  468;  Par- 
ker V.  Spencer,  61  Tex.  155;  Gates  v. 
Salmon,  46  Cal.  361 ;  Pomroy  0.  Taylor, 
Brayt.  174;  Kuniiemore  r.  Keunemore, 
26  S.  C.  251 ;  Bruce  v.  Osgood,  11. '1  Ind. 
8()0;  Nave  v.  Smith,  95  Mo.  596;  6  Am. 
St.  Rup.  79;  Whittaker  v.  AUday,  71 
Tex.  6ii3.  A  parol  partition  can  be 
made  of  lauds  Jield  in  common  by  an 
equital)le  title:  Maul  v.  Rider,  51  Pa. 
St.  377. 

>*  Calhoun    v.    Hay.-i,  8  Watts  &  S. 
127;    42  Am.  Dec.  275;  Darlington's 
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by  such  heir  after  coming  of  age'  A  jtnrol  pintition, 
valid  betwoeii  the  parties  to  it,  may  bo  ratiliud  by  the 
other  parties  intorosted.'  But  in  some  states  parol  par- 
titions are  void,  as  within  the  statute  of  frauds.' 

§  2732.  Involuntary  Partition  —  Jurisdiction  of  Equity. 
—  Equity  has  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  law  to  order 
partition.  The  common-law  remedy  by  writ  of  partition 
was  at  an  early  period  found  inadequate  and  incomplete, 
on  account  of  the  various  and  complicated  interests 
which  in  process  of  time  arose  out  of  or  attached  to  the 
ownership  of  real  estate.  Moreover,  courts  of  law  were 
content  merely  to  declare  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and 
were  incapable  of  efTectuating  the  petition  by  directing  the 
execution  of  mutual  conveyances.  For  these  reasons,  and 
because  of  the  necessity  of  the  discovery  of  titles,  the  difK- 
culty  of  making  the  appropriate  and  indispensable  com- 
pensatory adjustments,  the  peculiar  remedial  processes  of 
courts  of  equity,  and  their  ability  to  clear  away  all  inter- 
mediate obstructions  against  complete  justice,  —  the  latter 
courts  assumed  a  gei  eral  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
courts  of  law  in  all  cases  of  partition.  And  in  so  doing 
they  usually  followed  the  analogies  of  the  law,  and  de- 
creed partition  in  such  cases  as  the  courts  of  law  recog- 
nized as  fit  for  their  interference.  But  courts  of  equity 
were  not  therefore  to  be  understood  as  limiting  their 
jurisdiction  in  partition  to  cases  cognizable  or  relievablc 
at  law;  for  there  was  no  doubt  that  they  might  interfere 


Appeal,  13  Pa.  St.  4.10;  McConnell  v. 
Ciircy,  48  I'li.  St.  .S-if);  Hardy  v.  Sum- 
mers, 10  Gill  &  J.  31G;  'M  Am.  Doc. 
1U7;  Bryan  v.  Stump,  8  Uiatt.  2-U;  60 
Am.  Dec.  131). 

'  Lynch  v.  Baxter,  4  Tex.  431;  51 
Am.  Dec.  73.1. 

••'  Dow  V.  Jewell,  18  N.  H.  340;  45 
Am.  Dec.  372. 

»  Porter  v.  Perkins,  5  Mass.  233;  4 
Am.  Dec.  52;  Porter  o.  Hill,  9  Mass. 
34;  6  Am.  Dec.  22;  Perkiusi;.  Pitts,  11 


Ma.s3.  125;  Gratz  r.  Gratz,  4  Rawlo, 
411;  Wood  V.  (Jriflin,  4()  N.  H.  2;}0; 
Hallou  (..  Hale,  47  N.  H.  Ml;  93  Am. 
Dec.  4.'i8;  Deii  v.  Lt)ng.-jtreet,  IS  N.  J. 
L.  405.  But  if  it  is  fullov/ud  by 
twenty  years'  continuous,  adverai', 
exclusive  possession  by  each  of  their 
respective  shares  in  severalty,  sucii 
possession  will  operate  as  a  bar  to  tlu; 
claim  of  either  upon  the  other  for  the 
share  so  occupied:  John  v.  Sabattis, 
(JU  .\le.  473. 
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ill  cases  wlicro  a  partilinn  would  not  he  at  law,  —  as,  for 
instance,  where  an  equit;il»It'  title  was  set  up,  —  and  e([uity 
has  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  suits  for  the  partition  of  ])er- 
sonal  property,  oven  though  defendant  denies  plaintifl's 
title."  The  statutory  regulations  for  partition  of  land  do 
not  take  away  the  original  jurisdiction  of  chancery,'  nor 
does  a  provision  by  a  testator  foi*  the  partition  of  his  estate 
"  by  five  judicious  and  impartial  freeholders  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  appointed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  said  state 
according  to  law."*  Partition  in  equity  is  a  matter  of 
right,  and  not  of  discretion,  in  all  cases  where  the  com- 
plainant is  entitled  to  partition  at  law,  and  can  show  a 
clear  legal  title.'  A  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere 
with  proceedings  for  partition  commenced  at  law,  unless 
such  interference  becomes  necessary  to  protect  some  party 
thereto  from  fraud  or  wrong,  or  to  secure  to  him  some 
clear  right  which  the  law  tribunal  cannot  secure."  In 
order  to  obtain  partition  in  equity,  the  legal  title  must  bo 
clear  and  undisputed.'  If  the  complainant  have  no  ac- 
tual or  constructive  possession,  and  the  lands  are  held 
adversely,  and  the  title  is  doubtful  or  suspicious,  the  bill 
should  either  be  dismissed,  or  the  proceeding  stayed  until 
the  complainant  establishes  his  title  at  law.     If  the  title 

»  SnoU's Equity,  860.505;  Padbiokw.  101  111.  242;  Tliayer  ';.  Lane,  Harr. 
Sliiebls,  57  Miss.  .'540;  Bteller  r.  IJul-  (.Micb.)247;  Din.Uiuf.  Tiiiirod,  1  De- 
bit, 3  A.  K.  Marsh.  280;  ]:<  Am.  I>ee.  sans.  Eq.  KW;  H(ii)i)er  v.  Fisher,  2 
1()1;  Hall  V.  Pideock,  21  N.  J.  Ei[.  Head,  253;  Castlemau  v.  Veiteh,  li 
:n4;  llowey  w.  Going's,   13  111.  <I5;  54  Kaiid.  51)8. 

Am.  Dec.    427;  Story's  Eq.  .Inr.,  sec.  Uiodfrcy  u.  White,  GO  Mich.  44?.;  1 

1)40;  lia.xter   v.    Kii<  wies,    I    Ves.  Sr.  Am.  St.  l\.p.  537. 

4'.U;  Smith   r.  Smith,    10   I'.tii;.',   470;  »  Pattoii  »».  Wagner,  1!)  Arl<.  2:n. 

liaiiey     V.     Sis.s(.a,     1     11.     1.      2.S3 ;  *  Marsliall  y.  llencli,  3  Del.  Cli.  231). 

(ireeiiup   r.   Sewell,    18  111.  53;  Ken-  *  Wiseley   r.  Findlay,  3   Rand,  .'itil; 

ncdy  V.  Kcnmdy,  43  Pa.  St.    113;  82  15  Am.   Dec.  712. 

Am.    Dec.    574;  Hartshorne  /•.  Harts-  '"  Hall   v.    Pitldock,    21    N.    J.    E(i. 

home,    2    N.  J.    Kq.  341);  Whitten  w.  311. 

\Vhittcn,  30  N.   H.   332;  Sinimom-  v.  '  Hassam   v.   Day,  39  Miss.  302;  77 

Hendricks,    8   Ired.    Eq.    85;  55  Am.  Am.    Dec.  G84;  WhiUock  v.  Hale,  10 

Dlc.  431);  Rutherford  w.  Jones,  14  Ga.  Humph.    04;  Albergottie   v.    Clia[dni, 

.VJl;    00    Am.    Dec.    055;    Wriirht    v.  10  Ricli.  Eq.  42{};  Siiearer  v.  Winston, 

-Marsh,    2    G.   Greene,  94;  Doniiell  r.  33  Mi.ss.   140;  Maxwell   v.  Maxwell,  S 

.M.iteer,    7     Ired.    Eq.  94;     Severton  Ired.    Ivj.    25;  Howey   w.   Goings,    1.3 

i:  Waters,  7  Cold.  20;Breitr.  Yeaton,  III.  05;  54  Am.  Dec.  427. 
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be  an  equitable  one,  or  parti}'  equitable  and  partly  legal, 
the  court  of  equity  may  try  the  title;  ami  it  may  do  so 
•when  the  title  is  of  a  legal  character,  where  a  fair  and  per- 
fect *rial  at  law  cannot  be  had.*  Partition  of  lands  held 
adversely  or  under  a  disputed  title  can  be  had  in  chan- 
cery onl}'  where  they  are  unoccupied,  and  where  there  is 
merely  that  possession  in  law  which  is  connected  with 
the  title  so  that  there  is  no  adequate  remedy  at  law.''  It 
is  competent  to  try  title  in  an  action  of  partiiion.'  Courts 
cannot  by  judgment  or  decree  pass  title  to  land  situate  in 
a  foreign  country,  and  therefore  a  court  of  one  state  has 
no  jurisdiction  to  decree  a  partition  of  lands  lying  in 
another  state.* 


§  2733.  Statutory  Jurisdiction.  —  Tlio  methods  of 
partition  are,  in  most  of  the  states,  laid  down  by  statu- 
tory enactments  which,  in  some  jurisdictions,  have,  and 
in  some  have  not,  superseded  the  remedy  by  bill  in 
equity."'  The  jurisdiction  of  chancery  in  proceedings  for 
partition,  when  any  of  the  defendants  an^  non-rcoident, 
depends  entirely  upon  statute,  which  must  be  strictly 
construed.  All  the  pj-eliminary  requisitions  must  be 
strictly  complied  with,  and  the  necessary  facts  to  confer 
jurisdiction  must  appear  affirmatively  of  record."     Notice 


•Hoffman  v.  Beard,  22  Mich.  59; 
Phelps  V.  Green,  3  Jolins.  Gh.  202;Coxe 
V.  Smith,  4  Johns.  Ch.  271 :  raiiipljoll  v. 
Lowe,  yMd.  500; (jliAin.  Dec.  3Si);Clapp 
»;.  Broiniighani,  t)  Cow.  5150;  Adams  t'. 
Iron  Co.,  24  Conn.  230:  Lambert 
«.'.  Bliimentlial,  2G  Mo.  471;  Jenkins  v. 
Van  Sclia;ik,  3  Pai<re,  242;  Ohert  v. 
Obert,  12  N.  J.  l<:fi.  4J3;  Shearer 
V.  Winst(m,  33  Mi^ss.  149;  Chapin  v. 
Sears,  18  Fed.  Kep.  814;  Huuk  v.  Mc- 
Coinas,  ;t8  Ind.  400;  Wright  v.  Jones, 
lO")  I>,i.  17;  Brazee  v.  S-hoHeld,  2 
Wabii.  209;  McCall  v.  Carpenter,  IS 
How.  297;  Horton  v.  Sledge,  29  Ala. 
478;  AValker  v.  Lafltn,  20  111.  472; 
Foust  V.  Moorman,  2  Ind.  17;  Man- 
ners V.  Manners,  2  N.  J.  Eq.  liS4;  35 
Am.    Dec.    512;   Dewitt  v.  Ackerman, 


17  N.  J.  Eq.  215;  Hay  v.  Estell,  18  N. 
J.  Eq.  251;  Obert  v.  Obert,  10  N.  J. 
Eq.  98;  Wilkin  v.  Wilk.n,  1  Johns. 
Ch.  Ill;  Moore  v.  Gordon.  44  Ark. 
334;  Ramsay  r.  Bell,  3  Ired.  Eq.  209; 
42  Am.  Dec.  103. 

^  Bjers  i\  l)anley,27  Ark.  77;  Chap- 
lin r.  Holme.s,  27  Ark.  414. 

'Morenhout  t\  Higuera,  32  Cal.  289; 
BoUo  V.  Navarro,  33  Cal.  459;  Ormoiul 
V.  Martin,  37  Ala.  598;  Ala.  Sel.  Cas. 
520;  Gritfiny.  Grillin,  33Ga.  107;  God- 
frey?'. Godfri'V,  17  Ind.  C;79  Am.  Dec. 
448;  Fry  v.  Tayiie,  82  Va.  759. 

*  Johnson  r.  Kinibro,  3  Head,  557; 
75  Am.  Dec.  781. 

''  Bi.spliam's  Equity,  sec.  488;  Smith 
V.  Smith,  10  Piii;4o,  470. 

«  riatt  f.  StLwart,  10  Mich.  260. 
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must  be  given  in  case  of  partition  among  heirs  and  devi- 
sees to  all  who  do  not  join  in  the  petition,  or  tlicy  will 
not  be  bound  by  the  acts  of  the  court.*  A  statute  requir- 
ing that,  before  a  partition  of  land  can  be  had  among 
hoirs,  written  notice  thereof  must  be  given  to  all  persons 
interested  therein,  and  that  the  service  of  such  notice 
sliall  be  proved  by  affidavit,  must  be  strictly  pursued.'' 

§  2734.  Who  may  have  Partition. — Tenants  in  com- 
mon have  a  right  to  apply  for  partition,^  So  have  joint 
tenants*  and  coparceners;^  the  owner  of  a  life  interest  in  an 
undivided  part;®  a  tenant  for  years;'  one  not  in  actual  pos- 


'  Viok  V.  Vicksbnrg,  1  How.  (Miss.) 
379;  :U  Am.  Dec.  IGO. 

''  Nowby  V.  Perkins,  1  Dana,  440;  25 
Am.  Dec.  161. 

^  ll;uiaoii  V.  Willard,  12  Me.  142;  28 
Am.  Dec.  1G2;  Sii.ith  v.  Smith,  10 
Pi'igi',  470;  Campbell  v.  Lowe,  9  Mil. 
nOi»:  (i()  Am.  Dec.  .'5:^9;  Scovil  c.  Keii- 
iiecly,  14  C.tiin.  349;  WilliiTspunu  r. 
]tui)l;ip,  Hiirp.  390;  Potter /•.Wh. ■tier, 
13  .MMs.i.  504;  Krailshaw  v.  L'allagliaii, 
8  Jdlm.s.  558;  Holmes  v.  Holmes,  2 
Jones  Eq.  334;  Dounell  v.  Mateer,  7 
l;8il.  Kq.  94;  Higginhottom  v.  Hhort, 
2;')  Mi^a.  100;  57  Am.  Dec.  198.  An 
agieement  made  between  co-heir.s  does 
nut  preclude  a  partition  at  any  time 
on  tile  part  of  heirs  not  joined  in  tlie 
.iLtreement:  Helms  v.  Mynatt,  0  Cold. 
215.  One  tenant  in  common  of  laud 
li  O'liiig  his  share  under  a  deed  from 
his  CO- tenant  is  not  harr^^ '  from  having 
partition  by  a  condition  in  tlie  deed 
that  the  grant'se  shall  not  dispo.se  of 
the  premises,  or  permit  them  to  be 
occupied  by  any  person  but  himself, 
during  the  life  of  the  grantor:  Whit- 
ney r.  Kendall,  63  N.  H.  200.  Diit  if 
the  property  is  held  under  a  will  which 
pri  sriibei  the  time  when  a  <livision 
luay  be  had,  partition  cannot  be  nuiile 
at  an  earlier  day;  Hill  v.  Jones,  ()5 
Ala.  214.  Where  the  owner  of  land 
conveyed  an  undiviiled  share  of  it  by 
\varraiity  deed  which  contained,  after 
tlie  description,  and  before  the  /tahi'ii- 
(hiiii,  this  clause,  "to  remain  in  eoiii- 
iiiou  and  undivided,"  it  was  held  that 


the  clause  was  neither  a  condition  nor 
a  covenant,  and  that  the  vendor  was 
not  estopped  to  sue  his  grantee  for 
partition:  Spaulding  v.  Woodward,  53 
N.  H.  573;  16  Am.  Rep.  392.  But  a 
tenant  in  common,  and  out  of  posses- 
sion, must  establish  his  title  in  an 
action  of  ejectment  before  he  can  have 
partition  against  one  in  possession,  and 
holding  aiiversely  to  him:  1/anibert  j;. 
Hlumenthal,  26  .Mo.  471;  Jenkins  v. 
Van  .ScliacK,  3  Paige,  242;  IJrock  v. 
Eastman,  28  Vt.  658;  67  Am.  Dec. 
733.  Partition  cannot  be  had  in  one 
suit  of  several  tracts  by  a  tenant  in 
common  of  all  where  the  ownership 
therein,  other  than  his,  is  vested  in 
persons  who  have  between  themselves 
no  common  interest  in  the  separate 
tracts:  In  re  Prentiss,  7  Ohio,  pt.  2, 129; 
30  Am.  Dec.  203.  It  will  not  be  de- 
creed betwe ju  a  tenant  in  common  of 
the  whole  and  the  owner  in  severalty 
of  part:  Soutter  v.  Atwood,  34  Me. 
1.53;  56  Am.  Dec.  647.  The  distinc- 
tion betwjeu  joint  tenancy,  tenancy 
in  common,  and  estate  in  coparcenary 
has  been  abolished  in  Texas,  and  the 
tenants  are  there  trtatcd  all  alike 
simply  as  "part  owner.s,"  and  are  all 
alike  entitled  to  compulsory  partition: 
lloss  V.  Armstrong,  25  Tex.  Sup.  354; 
78  Am.  Dec.  575. 

♦  Holme*  V.  Holmes,  2  Jones  Eq.  334. 

''  I'livvis  V.  Wilson,  5  Jones,  22;  69 
Am.  Dec'.  773. 

«  Sliaw  V.  Beers,  84  Ind.  .'«28. 

'  Mussey  v.  Sanborn,  15  Mass.   166. 


§2734 


REAL   PROPERTY. 


4458 


session,  but  entitled  to  immediate  possession;*  an  infant;' 
one  liolding  only  an  equitable  title;'  a  partner  in  part- 
nership land;*  the  grantee  of  right  of  dower  in  the  land;* 
a  tenant  by  the  curtesy  initiate;"  the  owners  of  an  equity  of 
redemption  before  entry  by  the  mortgagee  and  possession 
taken  under  his  mortgage;^  the  guardian  of  a  minor  who 
is  a  tenant  in  common  with  adults;®  one  who  purchases 
the  interest  of  a  devisee  of  real  estate;'  a  widow  devisee 
of  a  life  estate  in  her  son's  undivided  interest  as  devisee 
of  one  half  of  his  father's  land;'"  a  lessee  of  lands  the  re- 
version in  fee  of  which  is  in  tenants  in  common  upon 
purchasing  a  part  of  the  reversion."  A  judgment  or  a 
mortgage  or  a  lien  against  one  tenant  in  common  does 
not  prevent  a  partition,  either  at  his  instance  or  at  that 
of  another  of  the  tenants.*^ 

But  the  following  cannot  have  partition,  viz.:  Tenants 
not  having  the  seisin,  but  only  the  reversion  or  remainder;" 


'  Scarboroucli  v.  Smith,  18  Kan.  399; 
Woiumack  r.  Whitmore,  58  Mo.  448; 
Nichols  V.  Nichols,  28  Vt.  228;  67  Am. 
Dec.  C99.  Actual  corporeal  seisiu  is 
not  necessary  to  enable  a  tenant  in 
coinniou  to  maintain  a  suit  for  parti- 
tion; constructive  seisin  is  suffiuient, 
unless  there  is  proof  of  an  ouster: 
Barnai'tl  v.  Pope,  14  Mass.  434;  7  Am. 
Dec.  225. 

»  Shiillr.  Kennon,  12In(l.  34;  Thorn- 
ton V.  Thornton,  27  Mo.  302;  72  Am. 
Dec.  2()G. 

=•  Willing  V.  Brown,  7  Serg.  &  R. 
4G7;  W.lch  v.  AnUersfin,  28  Mo.  2U.S. 

♦  Hiiglics  V.  Devlin,  23  C:il.  .501 ;  Can- 
tield  r.  Furil,  28  BarU.  33(1;  Daiivers  ?•. 
Dorrity,  14  Ahb.  Pr.  20S.  Though 
the  piupoaes  of  the  parliitTsliip  liiive 
not  been  acconipli.shud:  ( 'ullins  />.  Diok- 
iiis..n,  1  Hawy.  (N.  C.)  240.  But  not 
prior  to  a  settleiiit'iit  of  the  partfier.sliip 
accounts:  Baird  v.  Baird,  1  Dov.  &  B. 
524;  31  Aui.  Due.  .399. 

•^  Morgan  v.  Staley,  11  Oliio,  389. 

«  Otley  ?'.  McAlpine,  2  Gratt.  343; 
Rik.M-  V.  Darke,  4  Edw.  Ch.  (i()8. 

"  Upham  V.  Bradley,  17  Me.  423; 
("olton  V.  Smith,  11  Pi.;k.  311;  22  Am. 
Dec.  375;  Call  t:  Barker,  12  Me.  320. 


*  Zirkle  v.  McCue,  26  Gratt.  517. 

» De  Caston  v.  Barny,  18  Cal.  96; 
Stewart's  Appeal,  56  Pa.  St.  241. 

'•  Ackley  v.   Dygert,  33  Barb.  17C. 

>'  Hill  V.  Reno,  112  111.  154;  54  Am. 
Rep.  223. 

'-  McCandless  v.  Mackey,  98  Pa.  St. 
489;  Longwell  v.  Bently,  23  Pa.  St. 
103;  Bavington  v.  Clarke,  2  Peur.  & 
W.  115;  21  Am.  Dec.  432. 

'^  Brownell  ?•.  Brownell,  19  Wend. 
367;  Striker  v.  Mott,  2  Paige,  .387;  22 
Am.  Dec.  046;  Niolmls  r.  Nichols,  2S 
Vt.  22S:  (57  Am.  Die.  t;'.l9;  Brown  v. 
Brown,  8  N.  H.  93;  Hughes  r.  Hughes, 
(hi  How.  Pr.  408;  Wood  r.  Suuu',  91 
N.  C.  93;  49  Am.  K.;p.  6.39;  O.sboiuo 
V.  .Mull,  91  N.  C.  203.  When  one 
person  has  an  interest  in  reversion  or 
remainder,  Jind  another  a  life  estate 
or  a  lease  for  years,  tlie  former  cannot 
have  partition  witliout  the  conciiiTcnoe 
of  the  latter:  Fleet  r.  Dorland,  II  How, 
Pr.  489;  lliinncwcll  o.  Taylor,  ii  Cush. 
472.  Contra,  Blakely  v.  Cal.lcr,  13 
How.  Pr.  476;  Bradsiiaw  r.  Callaghan, 
8  Jolins.  558.  But  a  tenant  f(U'  years 
is  entitled  to  partition  as  again;;t  a 
party  wlio  holds  tlie  other  part  of  the 
premises   in  fee:  Mussey  v.  Sauboru, 
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one  having  only  a  right  of  entry;*  one  having  no  inter- 
est in  the  land  except  as  a  guardian  of  an  infant  owner;* 
a  grantee   of  an    undivided    interest  whose    grantor    re- 
tains the  use  of  the   premises  for  his   life,  and  is  still 
living;*  a  purchaser  from  a  person  having  no  title  in  the 
land  itself,  but  only  in  the  proceeds  of  sale  under  a  will;* 
a  tenant  in  dower;"  the  administrator  of  an  insolvent  es- 
tate;" a  mortgagor  of  an  undivided  part  of  a  lot  of  land, 
the  residue  whereof  belongs  to  the  mortgagee  in  fee-simple 
absolute;^  a  judgment  creditor  who  levies  his  execution  on 
real  estate  of  the  debtor  held  in  common  with  others  be- 
fore the  debtor's  right  of  redemption  has  expired,*     Devi- 
sees cannot  have  partition  of  the  present  interest  in  the 
land  devised,  where  it  is  vested  in  the  executors,  in  trust, 
to  pay  them  the  rents  and  profits;'  nor  of  a  future  con- 
tingent estate  in  land  which  it  is  not  certain  will  belong 
to  them  on  the  termination  of  a  particular  estate  vested  in 
the  executors.*"     Heirs  are  not  entitled  to  partition  among 
themselves  while  the  lien  of  the  administrator  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  intestate's  debts  remains  upon  the  land;  nor 
can  they,  until  the  lien  is  satisfied,  convey  the  land  so  as 
to  entitle  their  grantee  to  immediate  possession.'^    Where 
a  tenant  in  common  of  land  has  granted  a  right  to  dig 
ores  therein,  the  grantee  is  not  entitled  to  a  partition  as 
against  the  other  owners.'^    The  court  has  no  jurisdiction 


15  Mass.  155.  Partition  can  be  made 
butwoon  reniaindernien  subject  to  the 
lite  estate:  Smith  v.  Gaines,  38  N.  J. 
Eq.  G.5.  A  tenant  in  fee  of  a  tract  of 
\m\A  subject  to  a  lite  estate  in  an  un- 
divided half  of  the  land  can  liave  par- 
tition against  the  life  tenant:  xVIleii  v. 
Li'obey,  140  Mass.  82.  Under  its  chan- 
cery powers,  the  supreme  court  of 
Rhode  Island  may  make  partition  of 
realty  between  tenants  in  fee  and  ten- 
ants for  years:  Calland  v.  Couway,  14 
R.  I.  9. 

'  IJrock  V.  Eastman,  28  Vt.  C.j8;  67 
Am.  Deo.  7.34.  But  see  Miller  v.  Den- 
nett, 6  N.  H.  lO'J;  Rozier  v.  Gntlith, 
31  Mo.  174. 


2  Bowles  V.  Me  Allen,  16  Til.  30. 

3  Nichols  V.  Nichols,  28  Vt.  228;  67 
Am.  Dec.  G'J'.t. 

*  Barton  i\  Cannon,  7  Baxt.  ."98. 
»  Coles  V.  Coles,  15  .Johns.  320. 

«  Na.son  V.  Wdlanl,  2  Ma.ss.  478. 
'  Bra<lley  v.  Fuller,  23  Pick.  1. 
8  Phelps  r.  Palmer,  15  Gray,  499;  77 
Am.  Dec.  378. 

*  Striker  y.  Mott,  2  Paige,  387;  22 
Am.  Dec.  046. 

'«'  Striker  v.  Mott,  2  Paige,  387;  22 
Am.  Dec.  046. 

"  Hubbard  v.  Ricart,  3  Vt.  207;  23 
Am.  Dec.  l'J8. 

'■i  Boston  etc.  Co.  v.  Condit,  19  N.  J 
Eq.  394. 
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to  order  partition  of  laiuls  between  heirs  of  a  father  where 
the  petition  alleges  that  one  heir  is  alive,  and  that  the 
mother  is  pregnant  by  the  father.'  To  maintain  parti- 
tion, it  is  not  sufficient  to  show  title  in  severalty  to  a  dis- 
tinct portion.*  Where  the  applicants  hold  the  whole  of 
the  land  of  which  partition  is  prayed,  their  petition  does 
not  lie.' 

§  2735.     Of  What  Property  may  Partition  be  Made.  — 

There  may  be  partition  of  standing  timber;*  of  a  mill  and 
mill  privilege;"  of  land  devised  to  two  on  condition  that 
they  improve  it;*  of  partnership  property;'  of  the  property 
of  a  lunatic;*  of  personal  property  generally;®  of  the  right 
to  a  water-power.'"  But  it  has  been  held  that  the  following 
were  not  the  subjects  of  partition,  viz.:  A  saw-mill,  mill- 
yard,  pond,  and  mill  utensils;"  buildings  held  in  common 
standing  on  land  to  which  their  owners  claim  no  title; ''^ 
land  valuable  only  as  an  ore-bed;''  realty  owned  in  sever- 
alty;" a  homestead  right;"  mines  in  land,  when  opened;'^ 
or  lands  containing  mineral  deposits,  where  the  location, 
extent,  and  value  of  the  deposits  cannot  be  ascertained;" 
an  estate  in  remainder;"  lands,  the  title  to  which  is  in 
dispute,  unless  they  are  not  in  actual  possession;"  a  re- 


'  Gillespie  v.  Nabors,  59  Ala.  441; 
31  Am.  Rep.  20. 

'  Russell  V.  Beasley,  72  Ala.  190. 
"  Swett  V.  Busscy,  7  Mass.  503. 

*  Steedmaa  v.  Weeks,  2  Strob.  Eq. 
145;  49  Am.  Dec.  GOO. 

"  Hansen  v.  Willard,  12  Me.  142;  28 
Am.  Dec.  162. 

« Richardson  v.  Merrill,  '21  Me.  47. 
'  Hughes  V.  Devlin,  '23  Cal.  501. 

*  y  now  den  v.  Dunlavey,  11  Pa.  St. 
522. 

» Marshall  v.  Crow,  29  Ala.  278; 
Irwin  1).  King,  6  Ired.  219;  Stecdinan 
r.  Weuits.  2  Strob.  Eq.  145;  4!)  Am. 
Dec.  GiiO;  Turney  v.  Stubhins,  'J8  Burb. 
•J'JO;  e'onover  r.  Earl,  20  Iowa,  107. 
('')nt,rii,  (iiulgell  v.  Mead,  8  Mo.  53; 
40xVin.  Dec' 120. 

"»  Uoan  V.  Metcalf.  46  Iowa,  120. 


'2  Rice  V.  Freeland,  12  Cush.  170. 

"  Conant  v.  Smith,  1  Aiken,  67;  15 
Am.  Deo.  669.  And  see  Coleman  v. 
Coleman,  19  Pa.  St.  100;  57  Am.  Dec. 
641. 

'*  Johnson  v.  Moser,  72  Iowa,  523. 

'*  Trotter  v.  Trotter,  31  Ark.  145. 

•«  Lenfers  v.  Henke,  73  111.  405;  24 
Am.  Rep.  263. 

»'Kemblei;.Kemble,44N.J.  Eq.454. 

'"  Wood  V.  rfugg,  91  N.  C.  93;  4i) 
Am.  Rjp.  639.  A  liter  in  Tennessee: 
Bierce  v.  James,  87  Tenii.  583. 

'"  London  v.  Overby,  40  Ark.  153. 
In  a  partition  suit  the  title  is  not  med- 
dled witli,  but  the  plaintilf  must  sliou' 
a  elear  legal  title;  hence  if  he  prays  a 
settleuient  of  boundary  and  a  decree 
for  the  delivery  of  land  in  the  defend- 
ant's po.ssession,  it  is  not  a  proper  ease 


Brown  V.  Turnei',   1  Aiken,  67;  15     for  partition  in  equity:  Stuart  r.  Coal- 


Am.  Dec.  696. 


ter,  4  Rand.  74;  15  Am.   Dec.  731. 
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versionary  interest  in  land  covered  by  a  license  held  by 
one  of  the  tenants  in  common;'  lands  which  they  have 
devoted  to  a  parlieular  use,  which  use  enters  into  the  con- 
sideration of  the  contract  creating  it;'^  lands  lying  in  an- 
other state.'  There  cannot  be  a  partition  of  different 
tracts  of  land  in  one  proceeding  unless  the  tracts  are  all 
owned  by  the  same  persons.*  Partition  will  not  be  ordered 
of  land  in  which  the  defendant  alleges  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  an  estate  for  the  life  of  another,  and  an  equal  share 
with  the  defendant  in  a  contingent  remainder  therein.' 
The  doctrine  that  partition  cannot  be  had  while  the  de- 
fendant is  holding  the  premises  adversely  does  not  apply 
when  plaintiff's  title  is  only  an  equitable  one.' 

§  2736.  Who  must  be  Defendants.  —  All  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  real  j-  -perty  sought  to  be  divided  should  be 
made  parties  to  the  proceedings  for  partition,  either  as 
[)Iaintiffs  or  defendants;^  otherwise,  they  will  not  be  bound 
by  the  judgment  or  decree.^  Thus  remaindermen  are 
necessary  parties  to  a  partition  suit;'  and  reversioners;^" 
and  mortgagees;"  and  infants;"  and  the  purchaser  of  a 
mortgagor's  interest  in  land  at  an  execution  sale."  And  the 


1  Baldwin  v.  Aldrich,  34  Vt.  52G;  80 
Am.  Dec.  695. 

''  Appeal  of  Latshaw,  112  Pa.  St. 
142;  y  Am.  St.  Rep.  76. 

^  Wimer  v.  Wimer,  82  Va.  890. 

*  Kitchen  v.  Sheets,  1  Ind.  138; 
Hnnnewell  v.  Taylor,  3  Gray,  111; 
Biownell  v.  Bradley,  16  Vt.  105;  42 
Am.  Dec.  498. 

"Simpson  v.  Wallace,  83  N.  C. 
477. 

"  Dameron  v.  Jameson,  71  Mo.  97. 

'  Batterton  v.  Chiles,  12  B.  Mon. 
."48;  54  Am.  Dec.  530;  Burhans  v, 
Hiirlians,  2  Barb.  Ch.  398;  Kester  v. 
8t;irk,  19  111.  328;  Bogardus  v.  Parker. 
7  How.  Pr.  .305;  Harlan  v.  Stout,  22 
Iiul.  488;  Candy  v.  Stradley,  1  Del. 
Cli.  113;  Knapp  v.  Hiingerford,  7 
Hun,  588;  Newl)y  v.  Perkins,  I  Dana, 
441);  25  Am.  Dec.  160;  Harman  v. 
Killey,  14  Ohio,   502;  45  Am.    Dec. 


552;  Braker  v.  Deverenx,  8  Paige,  513; 
Sullivan  V.  Sullivan,  66  N.  Y.  37; 
Barney  v.  Baltimore,  6  Wall.  280; 
Lancaster  v.  Seay,  6  Rich.  Eq.  Ill; 
Hill  V.  Den,  54  Cal.  6. 

»  Cook  V.  Allen,  2  Mass.  462;  Har- 
lan V.  Stout,  22  Ind.  488;  Munroe  v. 
Luke,  19  Piek.  39;  Foxcroft  v.  Barnes, 
29  Me.  128;  Purvis  v.  Wilson,  5  Jones, 
22;  69  Am.  Dec.  773. 

•Bell  w.  Adams,  81  N.  C.  118. 

'•  Boolr.  Mix,  17  Wend.  119;  31  Am. 
Dec.  285;  Moore  v.  Appleby,  36  llun, 
368. 

"  Looinis  V.  Riley,  24  111.  307,'  Lewis 
V.  Atkinson,  15  Iowa,  361;  83  Am. 
Dec.  417;  Whitton  v.  W'hitton,  38  N. 
H.  127;  75  Am.  Dec.  164. 

'•^  Binks  v.  Binks,  7  Baxt.  353;  Tin- 
dal  V.  Drake.  51  Ala.  574. 

'^  De  la  Vega  v.  League,  64  Tex. 
205. 
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wife  of  a  tenant  in  common  may  be  made  defendant  in  an 
action  by  him  for  partition.'  Persons  wlio  hold  encum- 
brances  upon  the  separate  undivided  sliares  need  not  be 
made  parties.*  So  before  assignment  of  dower  the  widow 
need  not  be  made  a  party  to  an  action  for  the  partition  of 
the  estate  in  which  she  claims  dower.'  But  though  all 
who  are  interested  in  the  land  must  bo  made  parties,  yet 
plaintiff  can  obtain  partition  of  his  interest,  though  parti- 
tion may  not  be  made  of  the  several  interests  of  his  co- 
tenants.*  A  petition  for  partition  of  several  tracts  against 
several  defendants,  all  of  whom,  are  not  interested  in  all  the 
tracts,  is  bad  for  misjoinder,  and  will  be  dismissed  on  mo- 
tion of  one  of  the  defendants."  The  real  owners  of  land 
sought  to  be  partitioned  may  come  in  and  resist  the  de- 
mandant's claim  for  partition,  although  he  may  have  misde- 
scribed  them  in  his  petition.'  If  an  owner  of  an  undivided 
interest  in  real  estate  devise  his  interest  in  part  of  the 
land  to  one,  and  in  another  part  to  another,  both  devisees 
are  proper  parties  to  a  bill  for  partition.'  Judgment  in  par- 
tition will  bind  one  who  claims  title,  unless  he  previously 
comes  in  and  sets  up  his  claim,  if  he  has  any.  To  demur 
is  insufficient.*  The  grantee  of  one  of  several  heirs  whose 
deed  has  not  been  recorded  is  not  entitled  to  notice  of 
partition  proceedings.'  An  administrator  cannot  be  made 
a  party  to  a  petition  for  partition  on  the  death  of  his  in- 
testate.'" 


^  Rosekrans  v.  White,  7  Lans. 
4Sb. 

'■'  Boring  v.  Nash,  1  Ves.  &  B.  551; 
Low  V.  Holmea,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  148; 
Sebringw.  Mesereu,  9  Cow.  341;  Towa- 
aheiid  v.  Townshend,  1  Abh.  N.  C.  81; 
Long's  Appeal,  77  Pa.  St.  151;  Thurs- 
ton V.  Miake,  32  Md.  574. 

»  Power  V.  Power,  7  Watts,  205; 
Tanner  v.  Niles,  1  Barb.  560;  Gordon 
V.  Steiiing,  13  How.  Pr.  405. 

*  Glasscock  v.  Hughes,  55  Tex.  461. 
Any  person  having  an  undivided  inter- 
est in  real  estate  may  commence  an 
action   for  partition  without  joining 


others  as  plaintiffs.  They  may  be 
made  defendants:  Sample  v.  Sample, 
34  Kan.  73. 

"  Browuell  v.  Bradley,  16  Vt.  105; 
42  Am.  Dec.  498. 

0  Harman  v.  Kelley,  14  Ohio,  502; 
45  Am.  Dec.  553. 

'  Whittonw.  Whitton,  38  N.  H.  127; 
75  Am.  Dec.  163. 

«  Godfrey  v.  Godfrey,  17  Ind.  6;  79 
Am.  Dec.  448. 

»  .Merklein  v.  Trapnell,  34  Pa.  St. 
42;  75  Am.  Dec.  G:U. 

'*'  Richards  v.  Riuharda,  136  Mass. 
126. 
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§  2737.  Mode  of  Decreeing  Partition.  —  At  common 
law,  when  individual  property  was  owned  by  joint  ten- 
ants, and  the  tenants  could  not  agree  upon  a  joint  use 
of  it,  the  remedy  was  to  allow  each  owner  to  use  it  alter- 
nately; as  in  the  case  of  a  piscary,  one  to  have  one 
draught,  and  the  other  the  second;  or  of  a  mill,  one  to 
use  it  one  day,  and  the  otiier  the  second.'  And  at  first, 
when  the  chancellor's  aid  was  invoked,  he  decreed  a  use 
of  the  property,  in  accordance  with  the  rule  laid  down  by 
Lord  Coke.*  This  is  an  inadequate  remedy,  rendered  so 
by  the  caprices  of  weather  and  many  other  casualties. 
Besides  being  likely  to  produce  inequalities,  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  aggravate  the  evil  that  partition  is  intended  to 
cure;  it  leaves  the  property  in  possession  of  the  joint 
owners  to  be  the  subject  of  protracted  dispute,  whereas 
by  a  sale  and  partition  each  has  his  own  to  do  with  as  he 
pleases.  Hence,  in  modern  times,  the  courts  will  decree 
a  sale  and  division  of  the  proceeds,'  especially  where  a  par- 
tition, from  the  nature  of  the  property,  cannot  be  made.* 
And  the  court  will  order  a  sale  of  the  property,  although 
it  is  capable  of  being  equally  divided,  if  such  division  will 
greatly  depreciate  its  value.*  It  is  no  objection  to  a  sale 
that  it  will  result  in  a  reduced  income,  or  that  one  of  the 
interests  is  owned  by  a  wife  in  fee,  with  curtesy  by  her 

'  1  Uo.  Lit.,  Thomas's  ed.,  795.  not  partible,  that  they  may  be  assigned 

^  2  Daniell's  Chancery  Pleading  and  or  sold:    Baldwin  v.  Aldrich,  34  Vt. 

Practice,  4th  ed.,    1157.     A  court  of  52G;  80  Am.  Dec.  695.     One  dissatis- 

equity  may,  in  partition  of  numerous  fied  with   the  appraisement  by  com- 

liits,  if  necessary,  appoint  a  receiver  inissioners  may  bring  the  property  to  a 

to  rent  out  the  property  in  whole  or  sale  by  securing  and  making  a  bid  of- 

iu  part,  and  pay  the  runt  over  to  the  fering  a  material  advance  in  price  over 

co-tenants,  according  to  their  respec-  sucli  appraised  value:  Moore  v.   Wil- 

tive  rights,  or  may  order  the  lots  to  be  liamsou,   10  Rich.   Eq.   323;   73  Am. 

held  and  enjoyed  by  one  for  a  certain  Due.  93. 

ItMigtli  of  time,  and  then  by  the  others  *  Higginbottom  v.    Short,  25   Miss. 

successively:  Rutherford  v.  Jones,   14  100;     57    Am.    Dec.     198;    Potter  v. 

(ja.  521;  (30  Am.  Dec.  655.  Wheeler,   13  Mass.  504;  Lucas  v.  Pe- 

^  Prather  t>.  Davis,    13  Bush,    372;  ters,  45  Ind.  313;  Steedman  v.  Weeks, 

Tinney  v.  Stebbins,  28  Barb.  200.     A  2  Strob.  Eq.  145;   49  Am.   Dec.  660; 

plea  that  premises  are  not  partible  is  Grimes  v.  Little,  56  Ga.  649;  Ruther- 

110  sufficient  defense   to  petition  for  ford  u.  Jones,  14  Ga.  521;  60  Am.  Dec. 

partition,  which   prays   not  only   for  655;  GoEes  v.  Gassie,  40  La,  Ann.  360. 

partition,  but  that  if  the  promises  are  ^  Branecombv.  Gillian,  55  Iowa,  235. 
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husband,  as  the  court  can  protect  the  interests  of  })otli  in 
the  money  realized  by  the  sale.'  But  the  discretionary 
power  of  the  court  to  vacate  a  sale  will  not  be  exercised 
when  the  rights  o{  bona  fide  purchasers  who  are  not  made 
parties  to  the  motion  have  intervened.''  An  order  of  sale 
expires  with  the  term  at  which  the  sale  should  have  been 
made.'  When  the  real  estate  cannot  be  divided,  it  may 
be  decreed  to  the  partitioner  at  a  valuation.*  If  a  sale  of 
the  land  is  necessary,  the  court  has  power  to  adjust  and 
secure  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
whether  such  rights  be  legal  or  equitable.*  If  the  bill 
pray  for  general  relief,  the  decree  may  direct  an  account 
of  the  rents  and  profits." 

If  the  estate  consists  of  distinct  kinds  of  property,  a 
part  of  each  kind  should  be  assigned  in  severalty,  if  this 
can  be  done  without  impairing  the  value  of  the  estate.^ 
If  the  common  estate  consists  of  several  parcels,  the  entire 
share  of  one  tenant  in  common  applying  for  partition 
may  be  set  off,  if  practicable,  leaving  the  residue  un- 
divided.* In  a  division  of  land  among  co-tenants,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  each  should  receive  of  the  several 
parcels  held;  it  is  sufficient  that  the  part  of  each  is 
of  equal  value,  though  made  up  of  entire  tracts.'  Im- 
provements should  be  awarded  to  the  tenant  who  made 
them,  without  any  allowance  against  them  for  the  increase 
in  the  value  of  the  land  caused  thereby."*  But  improve- 
ments are  not  allowed  for  according  to  their  cost,  but 


*  Johnson  v.  Olmstead,  49  Conn.  509. 
But  see  Bragj^  v.  Lyon,  93  N.  C.  151; 
Parka  v.  Silur,  76  N.  0.  191. 

■•'  Prior  V.  Prior,  41  Hun,  G13. 
»  Carson  v.  Hughes,  90  Mo.  173. 

*  Dewar  v.  Spence,  2  Whart.  211; 
30  Am.  Dec.  241;  Stanuard  v.  Sperry, 
56  Conn.  541. 

*  Milligan  v.  Poole,  35  Incl.  64; 
Gregory  v.  Gregory,  69  N.  C.  522. 

*  Huinplirey  v.  Foster,  l.SGratt.  (j')'i. 
T  Hay  V.  Estell,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  133. 

*  Gordon  v.  Pearson,  1  Mass.  323; 
Hagar  v.  VViawall,  10  Pick.  152. 


»  Hart  V.  Hawkins,  3  Bibb,  502;  6 
Am.  Dec.  667. 

"»  Nelson  v.  Clay,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  138; 
23  Am.  Dec.  387;  Scale  v.  Soto,  35 
Cal.  102;  Louvalle  v.  Menard,  1  Gilm. 
39;  41  Am.  Dec.  161;  Howey  o.  Goings, 
13  111.  95;  54  Am.  D.'c.  427;  Buck  v. 
Martin,  21  S.  C.  590;  53  Am.  Kep. 
702;  Ford  v.  Knapp,  102  N.  Y.  135; 
55  Am.  Rep.  782;  Collet  v.  Hemler- 
suii,  SON.  C.  3.37;  Sarhach  v.  Newell, 
2S  Kan.  642;  Kinsoy's  Appeal,  113  Pa. 
St.  119;  67  Am.  Rep.  444. 
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according  to  the  value  which  they  have  imparted  to  the 
premises.'  A  touiint  in  common  who  makes  improve- 
ments on  lands,  believing  himself  the  sole  owner,  should, 
it  weenis,  on  parlition,  be  allotted  that  portion  of  the  land 
on  which  tho  imitrovements  are,  or  be  compensated  there- 
for if  such  allot  1 II t-nt  cannot  be  made  with  due  regard  to 
the  riglits  of  his  co-tenants.'  And  he  should  not  be 
charged  with  thu  rent  of  them.'  And  a  court  of  equity  has 
no  i)Ower  to  cause  improvements  to  be  made  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  pa  It  owners,  and  against  the  will  of  one  of 
them.*  If  one  of  the  tenants  in  common  has  rightfully 
paid  money  for  taxes,  or  to  relieve  the  premises  of  a  legal 
encumbrance  resting  on  the  entire  interest  of  all,  the 
others  should  be  required  to  contribute  their  just  propor- 
tion of  the  same.'^  A  crop  growing  on  the  property  of  each 
co-tenant  at  ilw  time  of  partition  becomes  thereafter  the 
property  of  eacli  in  severalty.* 

iLLUSTR.vno.Ns.  — ThtM'e  had  been  two  partitions,  and  on  final 
judgment  the  former  was  re-established,  and  it  then  appeared 
that  the  distributees  under  the  second  and  rejected  partition 
had  alienated  or  sold  a  portion  of  the  property.  Held,  that  the 
distributees  under  the  second  partition  should  give  an  equiva- 
lent to  the  distributees  under  the  first  partition  for  the  property 
60  alienated  or  sold:  Dunvian  v.  Hartwell,  9  Tex.  495;  GO  Am. 
Dec.  176.  On  a  bill  in  equity  for  partition  between  two  tenants 
in  common,  the  estate  of  one  being  unencumbered,  and  that  of 
the  other  being  subject  to  various  mortgages,  covering  the  mort- 
gagor's undivided  interest  in  various  parcels,  held,  that  a  decree 
of  partition  could  not  extend  any  mortgage  to  property  not  de- 
scribed and  included  in  such  mortgage.  Held  farther,  tliat  the 
aggregate  parcels  covered  by  each  single  mortgage  of  the  one 
tenant  in  common  must,  for  purposes  of  partition,  be  considered 
as  one  separate  estate:  Green  v.  Arnold,  11  R.  I.  364;  23  Am. 
Rep.  466. 


'  Moore  v.  Williamson,  10  Rich. 
Eq.  323;  73  Am.  Deo.  93;  Patrick  v. 
Marshall,  2  Bibb,  41;  4  Am.  Dec. 
670. 

^Robinson  v.    McDonald,   11   Tex. 
3S5;  62  Am.  Dec.  480;  Kurtz  v.  Hit- 
ner,  55  HI.  514. 
280 


»  Johnson  v.  Pulot,  24  S.  C.  254;  5S 
Am.  Rep.  253. 

*  Field  u.  Leiter,  117  111.  413. 

0  Illinois  L.  &  L.  Co.  v.  Bonner,  75  111. 
315. 

«  Calhoun  V.  Curtis,  4  Met.  134;  38 
Am.  Dec.  380. 
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§  2738.    Requisites  and  Euect  of  Judgment  or  Decree. 

—  A  judgiiicnt  or  decreu  uwurding  partition  must  set 
forth  the  estuto  and  interest  of  each  party,'  and  point  out 
the  manner  in  which  the  partition  shall  he  made.''  And 
a  simple  order  that  "  partition  be  awarded"  is  void.^  The 
dilference  between  a  judgment  and  writ  of  partition  at 
common  law,  and  a  partition  by  decree  in  chancery,  as  it 
affects  the  title,  is,  that  the  former  operates  by  way  of  de- 
livery of  possession  and  estoppel,  while  in  the  latter  the 
transfer  of  title  can  be  elfected  only  by  the  execution  of 
conveyances  between  the  parties  which  may  be  decreed 
by  the  court  and  compelled  by  attachment.  In  some  of 
the  states  of  the  Union,  tlse  chancery  courts  have  been 
authorized  to  make  such  conveyances  by  commissioners, 
or  it  has  been  enacted  that  the  decree  itself  shall  operate 
as  such  conveyance.  But  where,  in  a  partition  in  equity, 
no  such  decree  for  conveyance  has  been  made,  and  no  such 
statute  exists,  the  proceeding  is  incomplete;  and  while  it 
may  be  effectual  as  a  division  and  allotment  of  the  prop- 
erty,  no  title  passes,  and  that  remains  as  it  was  before.' 
A  decree  of  partition  establishes  the  title  and  concludes 
the  parties.*  It  is  notice  to  purchasers  of  the  land  em- 
braced in  the  shares.*  It  cannot  be  attacked  collaterally:' 
but  a  decree  of  partition  bad  in  part  is  bad  as  to  the 
whole.*  It  imports  a  seisin  of  the  lands  by  the  parties.^ 
But  an  original  bill  may  be  filed  to  impeach  a  judgment 

»  Ledbetter   v.    Gash,    8  Ired.   402;    434;  Colton  w.  Smith.  11  Pick.  311;  22 
Kilgour  V.  Orawfoi-a,  51  111.  249;  Tibba 
V.  Allen,  27  111.  119. 

•''  Harrell  i\  Harrell,  12  La.  Ann.  549; 
Young  V.  Fro.st,  1  Md.  377. 

»  Greenup  v.  Sewell,  18  111.  53.    And 
see  Til)b3  V.  Allen,  27  111.  119. 


Am.  Dec.  275;  Jenkins  v.  Fabey,  73 
N.  Y.  355;  Christy  v.  Spring  Valley 
Co.,  68  Cal.  73;  Bobb  v.  Graham,  il) 
Mo.  200. 

^  Richards  v.  Rote,  68  Pa.  St.  25;;; 
Wilson^);.  Smith,  22  Gratt.  493;   Mar- 
*  Gay   V.    Poupart,   106    U.    S.   079;     shall   v,    McLean,  3   G.  tiruone,   '.>{j',]; 
Nicely  v.  Boyles,  4  Humpli.    177;   40     Word  w.  Dourthett,  44  Tox.  305. 


Am.  Dec.  038;  Wade  v.  Dciay.  50 
Cal.  370;  Crane  v.  Kimmer,  77  lad. 
215;  Harlan  v.  Langham,  09  Pa.  .St. 
235;  Boiling  V.  Seel,  70  Va.  487;  Allen 
V.  Gault,  27  Pa.  St.  473;  67  Am.  Doc. 
485. 

-■  Mills  V.  Withuringtou,  2  Dev.  &  B. 


'  Wright  V.  Marsh,  2  G.  (u'cene,  'M; 
Murklein  v.  Tiapnell,  34  Pa.  St.  42; 
75  Am.  Dec.  034;  Grassmeyer  v.  Bn'- 
son,  18  Tex.  753;  70  Am.  Dec.  'SOJ: 
Stark  V.  Carroll,  00  Tux.  393. 

^  Corwithe  v.  Griffiug,  21  Barb.  9. 

•  Greealeat  t;.  R,  R.  Co.,  37  lluii,4lJ0. 
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in  partition  for  fraud.'  A  purchaser  at  acliancory  sale  ac- 
quires no  title  to  the  estate  until  confirmation  of  the  sale. 
He  is  not  liahlo  in  the  interim  to  any  loss  or  injury  that 
may  happen  to  the  estate,  and  may,  on  proper  grounds, 
refuse  to  execute  the  purchase.  Before  confirmation  of 
the  sale,  biddings  may  be  opened  on  an  offer  to  advance 
the  price  in  a  sum  deemed  adequate,  supported  by  other 
reasons  in  favor  of  the  application.  He  becomes  the 
owner  of  the  estate  after  confirmation,  is  subject  to  any 
loss  or  injury  it  may  sustain,  and  is  bound  to  execute  the 
terms  of  his  contract.  After  confirmation  of  sale,  his  title 
will  not  be  disturbed  by  opening  biddings  upon  an  offer 
of  an  advance  in  price,  however  large,  except  in  case  of 
fraud,  accident,  mistake,  or  the  existence  of  some  relation 
of  trust  between  the  parties.^  He  takes  the  land  discharged 
from  the  lien  of  a  judgment  rendered  after  the  order  of 
sale,  although  the  judgment  creditor  may  have  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  appropriated  upon  dw^  application  to  the 
court  to  the  payment  of  the  judgment.* 

§2739.  Effect  of  Partition  Deed.  — A  deed  of  par- 
tition merely  fixes  the  boundaries,  and  does  not  affect 
the  title  of  the  parties.''  Where  partition  has  been  made 
by  law,  each  partitioner  becomes  the  warrantor  of  the 
other  to  the  extent  of  the  portion  allotted  to  him,  whether 
there  be  an  express  warranty  in  the  deed  or  not.*  And 
since  a  warrantor  is  barred  or  estopped  to  claim  against 
his  own  warranty,  no  party  to  a  partition  can  be  permitted 
to  assert  an  adverse  title  for  the  purpose  of  ousting  an- 
other party  from  his  portion  allotted  to  him  by  the  same 


'  De  Louis  v.  Meek,  2  G.  Greene,  55; 
■iOAiu.  Dec.  491. 

''  Houston  r.  Aycock,  5  Sneed,  406; 
"3  Am.  Dec.  131. 

'  Cradlebaugh  v.  Pritchett,  8  Ohio 
St.  GW;  72  Am.  Dec.  Gil. 

'Uoundie  v.  Water  Works,  7  Pa. 
St,  Sa.-i. 

MValker  v.  Hall,  15  Ohio  St.  .362; 
86  Am.   Dec.   482;    Venable  v.  Beau- 


champ,  3  Dana,  321;  28  Am.  Dec.  74. 
There  ia  an  implied  warranty  that  in 
case  of  an  eviction  from  any  portion 
by  paramount  title,  the  party  evicted 
shall  have  a  right  of  contribution 
against  the  other  for  the  loss  sustained; 
and  this  remedy  exists  against  alienees, 
though  not  in  their  favor:  Sawyers  v. 
Cator,  8  Humph.  256;  47  Am.  Dec. 
608. 
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partition.*  There  is  an  implied  warranty  of  title  in  a  par- 
tition between  tenants  in  common  who  derive  their  estate 
by  descent,*  but  not  whore  the  tenancy  has  been  created 
by  will'  Where  co-tenants  divide  land  by  giving  quit- 
claim deeds  to  each  other  of  a  portion  thereof,  if  the  title 
to  the  part  conveyed  to  either  afterwards  fails,  he  must, 
in  the  absence  of  any  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  other,  bear 
the  loss  himself.*  Tenants  in  common  making  mutual 
deeds  of  bargain,  sale,  and  release,  expressing  nominal 
considerations,  do  not  thereby  acquire  or  lose  any  title, 
but  obtain  defined  boundaries  to  the  land  they  previously 
held  in  common.' 


§  2740.  Estates  in  Remainder. — Estates  in  remainder 
and  reversion  are  estates  in  expectancy;  the  former  bein^^ 
created  by  the  act  of  the  parties,  the  latter  by  the  act  of 
the  law.'  A  remainder  is  a  remnant  of  an  estate  in  lands 
or  tenements  expectant  on  a  particular  estate  created  to- 
gether with  the  same  at  one  time.''  It  is  an  estate  limited 
to  commence  in  possession  at  a  future  day,  on  the  deter- 
mination, by  lapse  of  time  or  otherwise,  of  a  precedent 
estate  created  at  the  same  time.*  When  a  future  estate, 
other  than  a  reversion,  is  dependent  on  a  precedent  estate, 
it  may  be  called  a  remainder,  and  may  be  created  and 
transferred  bv  that  name.®  Thus  where  a  man  seised  of 
lands  in  fee-simi>le  grants  them  to  A  for  twenty  years, 
and  after  the  dotci  nination  of  that  term  to  B  and  his 


1  Venable  v.  Beavi^ha  up,  3  Dana, 
321;  28  Am.  Dec.  74. 

*  Patterson  v.  Laiining,  10  Watts, 
135;  3B  Am.  Dec.  154;  Feather  v. 
Strohoecker,  3  Penr.  &  W.  505;  24 
Am.  Dec.  342.  The  common  law  im- 
plied uo  warranty  when  partition  was 
made  between  joint  tenants  and  ten- 
ants in  common:  Rector  v.  VVaugh, 
17  Mo.  13;  57  Am.  Doc.  251. 

»  Weiser  v.  VVeiser,  5  Watts,  279;  30 
Am.  Dec.  313. 

*  Buiirdsley  v.  Knight,  10  Vt.  185; 
33  Am.  Dec.  193. 


'  Dawson  v.  Lawrence,  13  Ohio, 
543;  42  Am.  Dec.  2!1. 

«2  131a.  Com.  103;  4  Kent's  Com. 
197. 

'  Fearne  on  Remedies,  1),  12;  Say. 
ward  V.  Sayward,  7  Me.  210;  22  Am. 
Dec.  191;  2  Washburn  ou  Ileal  Prcip- 
erty,  222;  4  Kent's  Com.  197;  2  Bin. 
Coin.  103.  In  construing  a  devise  in 
remainder  to  be  a  fee,  it  is  of  weijilit 
that  there  is.no  limitation  over:  llii- 
ber's  Appeal,  80  Pa.  St.  .348. 

«  1  N.  Y.  Rev.  Statd.,  p.  723,  sec.  10. 

•Cul.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  709. 
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licirs  forever,  A  is  tenant  for  twenty  years,  with  remain- 
der to  B  in  fee.     An  estate  for  years  is  created  or  carved 
out  of  the  fee,  and  given  to  A,  and  the  residue  or  remain- 
der of  the  estate  is   given  to    B.'     Tiiere  may   be  any 
number  of  reiuainders  over,  one  after  the  other,  as  in 
tiie  case  of  a  grant  to  A  for  years,  remainder  to  B  for 
life,  remainder  to  C    in    tail,  remainder   to    D   in    fee.* 
Therefore,  where  the  whole  fee  is  first  limited,  there  can 
be,  strictly  speaking,  no  reniainder  over.'     A  contingent 
icmainder  in  fee  may  be  created  on  a  prior  remainder  in 
fee,  to  take  effect  in  the  event  that  the  persons  to  whom 
tlie  first  remainder  is  limited  die  under  the  ago  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  upon  any  other  contingency  by  which  the 
estate  of  such  persons   may  bo  determined  before  they 
attain  majority.*     The  particular  estate  must  be  created 
by  one  and  the  same  deed  or  instrument  which  creates 
the  remainder;*  and  therefore  an  estate  for  life  given  by 
one  deed  will  not  support  a  remainder  given  by  another." 
But  a  particular  estate  may  be  created  by  a  will,  and  the 
rt'iiuiinder  by  a  codicil,  and  vice  veraa.''     A  remainder  can- 
not be  limited  upon  a  conditional  fee.'     A  remainder  in 
personalty  created  by  oral  gift  is  inoperative  and  void.' 

§  2741.  Vested  and  Contingent  Remainders.  —  A  re- 
mainder is  either  vested  or  contingent.  It  is  vested 
when  there  is  some  person  in  esse,  known  and  ascertained, 
who  would  have  an  immediate  right  to  take  and  enjoy 
the  estate  upon  the  ceasing  of  the  intermediate  or  pre- 
cedent estate."    The  person  entitled  to  such  an  estate,  i.  e., 

'  2  Bla.  Com.  163,  164.  «  Moore  v.  Parker.  Ld.  Raym.  .37;  4 

■'•i  Kuiit'3  Com.   198;  Williams  on  Mod.  310;  4'Keiit's  Com.  •2\± 

Real  Proiierty,  208.  '  Hayes  v.  Foordo,  2  W.  Black.  698; 

^  .Saywanl  r.  Sayward,  7   Me.  210;  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  750,  note. 

22  Am.  Dec.  I'Jl;  Jackson  v.  Delancey,  ^  Deas  v.  Horrv.  2  Hill  Cii.  244. 

13  Johns  530;  7  Am.  Dee.  40:i.  •  Ragsdale  v.  Norwood,  38  Ala.  21; 

■•  Cal.  Civ.  CcKle,  sec.  772.     See  Say-  79  Am.  Dec.  79. 

ward  ?).  Saywiira,  7  Mo.  210;  22  Am.  '•4  Kent's  Com.  202;  Moore  v.  Lit- 

Dec.  191.     .So,  ai,o,  by  the  statutes  of  tel,  41  .\.  Y.  72:  Croxall  v.  .Shererd,  5 

Dakota,  Gooi.liui,  nud  N'ew  York.  Wall.  2l>S.    An  estate  is  vested  it  there 

*  IGreeul.  Cruise,  7iJJ;  Co.  Lit.  49  a.  is  a  present  right  to  future   possea- 
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the  remainderman,  has  an  estate  in  preesenii  to  take  effect 
infuturo.  When  the  estate  in  remainder  is  vested,  he  is 
"seised"  of  it.*  A  remainder  is  contingent  when  it  is 
limited  to  take  effect  on  an  event  which  may  never  hap- 
pen, or  which  may  not  happen  till  after  the  preceding 
particular  estate  ends,  or  is  limited  to  a  person  not  in 
esse  or  not  ascertained.'  Contingent  remainders  are 
divided  by  Bluckstone  into  two  classes,  viz.,  those  limited 
to  take  effect  to  a  dubious  or  uncertain  person,  and  those 
limited  to  take  effect  upon  a  dubious  and  uncertain  event.* 
An  instance  of  the  first  class  is  where  a  remainder  is 
limited  to  the  first  son  of  B,  who  has  no  son  then  born; 
this  is  a  contingent  remainder,  for  it  is  uncertain  whether 
B  will  have  a  son,  or  not.  So  if  an  estate  be  limited  to 
two  for  life,  remainder  to  the  survivor  of  them  in  fee,  the 
remainder  is  contingent,  because  it  is  uncertain  which  of 
them  will  be  the  survivor.  An  instance  of  the  second 
class  is  where  land  is  given  to  A  for  life,  and  in  case  B 
survives  him,  then  with  remainder  to  B  in  fee.  Here  B 
is  a  person  certain,  but  the  remainder  depends  upon  an 
uncertain  event,  viz.,  that  he  will  survive  A.*  At  common 
law,  the  remainder  must  vest  either  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  particular  estate,  or  at  the  very  instant  of  its 
determination.  Nevertheless  an  infant  en  ventre  sa  mere 
was  held  by  the  courts  to  be  in  esse  within  this  rule.*  In 
several  of  the  states  it  is  declared  by  statute  that  no  con- 

sion,  though  that  right  may  be  de-  See  2  Bla.  Com.  169;    4  Kent's  Com. 

feated  by  some  future  event,  contingent  206;  Brown  i'.  Lawrence,  3  Cush.  397; 

or  certain.     An  unpossessed  estate  is  Moore  v.  Lyons,  25  Wend.  144::  Thoin- 

vested  if  it  is  certain  to  take  effect  in  son    v.     Ludin^ton,     104    Mass.     I'JH; 

possession  by  continuiuEf  longer  than  Prico  v.  Hall,  L.  R.  5.  Eq.  .^'JD;  Smith 

the  precedent  estate.     Any  ailditional  v.  Rice,  130  Mass.  441.      Courts  lean 

contingency  destroys  its  vested  cliar-  toward  construing  remaindera  vested 

acter:    Mauderson  v.   Lukens,  23  Pa.  ratiier  than  contingent:    Dan  v.  Dem- 

St.  31;  62  Am.  Dec.  313.     An  interest  orest,   21  N.  J.  L.    525;   Manderson  ?;. 

may  be  none  the  less  vested  because  Lukins,  23  Pa.  St.   31;    62  Am.   Dec. 

subject  to  be  defeated  by  the  happen-  312;    Chew's  Appeal,  37  Pa.  St.  23; 

iug  of  a  contingency:  Lenz   v.   Pres-  Young  v.  Stoner,  37  Pa.  St.  105. 

cott,  144  Mass.  505.  »2  Bla.  Com.   160. 

1  Jenkins  v.  Fahey,  73  N.  Y.  363.  ♦2  Bla.  Com.   170. 

»  Williamson  v.  Field,  2    Sand.  Ch.  »  4  Keut'a  Com.  247. 
552;  Leslie  v.  Marshall,  31  Barb.  564. 
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tingent  remainder  shall  be  defeated  by  the  determination 
of  the  precedent  estate  before  the  happening  of  the  con- 
tingency, but  it  will  take  effect  at  any  time  after  such  ter- 
mination.'    At  common  law,  a  freehold   contingent  re- 
mainder cannot  be  limited  on  an  estate  for  years,  or  any 
other  particular  estate  less  than  freehold.^     It  is  not,  how- 
ever, necessary  that  such  preceding  estate  continue  in  the 
actual  seisin  of  its  rightful  tenant;  it  is  sufficient  if  there 
subsists  a  right  of  entry  at  the  time  the  reniaiuder  should 
vest.'     A  contingent  remainder  for  years  does  not  require 
a  preceding  freehold  to  support  it,  since  no  seisin  passes 
out  of  the  grantor  when  he  creates  it.*     And  whore  the 
legal  esUite  is  in  trustees,  there  is  no  necessity  for  any 
preceding  particular  estate  of  freehold  to  sup[*()rt  contin- 
gent remainders,  because  the  legal  estate  in  the  general 
trustees  will  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose.*     In  several  of 
the  states,  by  statute,  a  remainder,  vested  or  contingent, 
may  be  created  expectant  on  the  determination  of  a  term 
of  years.*     But  the  contingency  must  occur  within  the 
rule  against  perpetuities,  or  upon  the  termination  of  the 
terra  of    years.'      A   contingent    remainder   cannot    be 
created  on  a  term  of  years,  unless  the  nature  of  the  con- 
tiugencyon  which  it  is  limited  is  such  that  the  remainder 
must  vest  in  interest  during  the  continuance  or  at  the 
termination  of  lives  in  being  at  the  creation  of  such  re- 
mainder.^    In  several  states,  by  statute,  no  estate  for  life 
can  be  limited  as  a  remainder  on  a  term  of  years,  except 
to  a  person  in  being  at  the  creation  of  such  estate.®     The 
event  on  which  the  remainder  is  limited  must  not  operate 


'  California,  Dakota,  Minnesot--, 
Michigan,  N^w  York,  ami  Wisconsin. 

-  2  Bla.  I'o-.n,  171;  1  Greeiil.  Cruise, 
745. 

^  1  Greenl,  Cruise,  749. 

*  L  earneouUeiiiedies,  285;  1  Groenl. 
Cruise,  748.  See  Corbet  v.  Stoau,  T. 
Kayni.     ..  >. 

'  Hopkins  V,  Hopkins,  1  Ves.  Sr. 
2GS;    1  Atk.  581;  Daviea  v.  Bush,  1 


McClel.  &  Y.  82;  Gale  v.  Gale,  2  Cox, 

i;}i). 

''Indiana,  California,  Dakota,  Michi- 
gan, New  York,  Tennessee,  and  Wis- 
consin. 

'  California,  Dakota,  Minnesota, 
Michigan,  New  York,  and  Wisconsin. 

"  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  778. 

"  California,  New  York,  Michigan, 
Wiscuusiu,  and  Miuuesuta. 
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so  as  to  al)nMgo,  defeat,  or  (lelormiiie  the  particular 
<'.-tate.^  P>ut  this  n\h  is  abolislied  in  California  ami  New 
York,  where  a  reinaiiider  may  be  limited  on  acontin<;«iicy 
which,  in  case  it  should  happen,  will  operate  to  abridge 
or  determine  the  precedent  estate;  and  every  such  remain- 
der is  to  be  deemed  a  conditional  limitation."  The  event 
upon  which  the  contingency  rests  jnust  be  a  legal  one.^ 
So  at  common  law  the  event  must  be  witliin  a  common 
possibility,  such  as  the  death  of  a  person,  or  death  with- 
out issue,  or  coverture,  and  the  like;^  and  if  it  extend 
bi-yond  such  a  possibility,  a  limitation  thereon  in  the  way 
of  remainder  would  be  void  at  common  law.*  Thus  an 
estate  made  to  A  for  life,  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  1>,  i> 
good;  for,  by  common  possibility,  ]>  may  die  before  A, 
and  the  remainder  then  immediately  vests  in  his  heir, 
who  will  be  entitled  to  the  land  on  the  death  of  A."  But 
a  remainder  to  the  right  heirs  of  B,  when  there  is  no  such 
person  as  B  in  esse,  would  be  void,  as  being  too  remote." 

,^2742.  Remainders  —  How  Defeated.  —  At  common 
law  the  remainder  is  defeated,  when  contingent,  if  the 
preceding  estate  is  determined  before  the  contingency 
happens.*  But  a  person  who  has  merely  a  trust  estate 
<'annot,  by  any  mode  of  conveyance,  destroy  a  contingent 
remainder  expectant  on  his  e.-la(e.  The  legal  estate 
being  in  his  trustees,  there  remains  a  right  of  entry  in 
them  wliieh  will  support  the  remain. !ors.'  A  contingent 
remainder  to  take  eil'ect  on  the  diath  of  a  married 
woman  who  is  tenant  for  life  may  be  defeated  by  a  feoff- 


'  I  Greeiil.  Cnii.-e,  737. 
■^  fill.  (.'iv.   Code,   sec.   778;  1   N.  Y. 
Rev.  Si  ills,  7-5,  sio.  '27. 


S(i 


M'linliiilcy  r.    Case,    2    H.p.    .')l    b;     Bl.i Com.  l("i'J,  ]7(), 


Hiiy   t'.    Coventry,    3   Torm   Rf|). 
"  (-■holiiil.'y's  Case,   2    R>'p.  51  !>;    '2 


Blo'hvi'll  r.  E.iwards,  Cm.  Khz.  5(J9. 

■*  (•Ii..liiilfy'3  Casu,  2  K.[i.  51  1.; 
Mayor  etc.  v.  Alfonl,  Cro.  Car.  f)7t>. 
And  see  <,'(ile  v.  Sewell,  2  H.  L.  Cas. 
ISO;  4  Dili.  &  Wal.sh,  27;  Dennett  v. 
1'  iiiiett.   40  N.  11.503;    Bni.Unell  v. 

.'..  Mia,    1    E.l.st,  ■ioj. 


•2  I'.li.  Com.  170:  1  Grceiil.  Ciiii.<e, 
I'M.  .See  Jackson  r.  Hrowii,  l.SWciid. 
4:<7. 

'  See  niite.  lUit  this  rule,  as  we 
Iko'h  ,<eiii,  lias  been  allownl  in  some 
titati-;  by  .statute. 

*  1  Gixeiil.  Cruise,  777. 
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mrnl  with  livery  of  seisin  by  husband  and  wife.'  A 
quitchiini  deed  from  a  contingent  remainderman  to  the 
tenant  in  tail  in  possession  enlarges  the  latter's  estate  to 
a  fee-simple.^  Where  a  tenant  for  life  obtains,  under 
proceedings  in  partition  in  wliich  the  remainder  is  not 
represented,  tlie  interests  in  fee  of  other  owners  in  the 
estate,  upon  payment  to  tliem  of  their  share  of  the 
valuation  of  the  j)roperty,  and  thereupon  receives  a  deed 
purjiorting  to  convey,  in  addition  to  the  interests  wliich 
lio  has  acquired  by  purchase,  the  fee  in  wliich  he  liolds 
the  particular  estate,  the  remainder  is  not  determined, 
but  goes  upon  his  dcatli  to  the  persons  entitled.' 

§2743.  Rule  in  Shelley's  Case.— Where  lands  are 
granted  or  given  by  devise  or  otlierwise  to  one  for  life, 
and  i.rterwards  to  his  heirs,  or  tlie  heirs  of  his  body,  these 
lattt-r  words  are  to  be  taken  as  words  of  limitation,  and 
not  of  purchase;  and,  consequently,  the  first  taker  has  an 
estate  in  fee-simple  or  fee-tail,  as  the  case  may  be.  Tliis 
is  k'.iown  as  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case,*  and  is  the 
common  law  of  many  of  the  states.^  But  in  Alabama, 
California,  Dakota,  Connecticut,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Mississippi, 
Xfw  York,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West  Virginia,  Wiscon- 
sin, the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  has  been  abolished;  and 
where  an  estate  is  limited,  either  by  deed  or  will,"  to  a 
person,  and  remainder  to  his  heirs,  the  heirs  of  his  body, 

'  M.EIwee  ,;.  Wheeler,     10    S.    C.     Pec.  31 1:  Tolk  v.  Paris,  9  Yerg.  209- 
Miutl,  >•  PeuJell,  19  Cou.i.  107;  48     4.:  I,.,l.  1.S.5;  Butler  v.  Hue.tis,  GS  111 

"l     :"■   h"'        «  n,  •     .-TO.,  •'••■^=    -^   '^'"-    '^^T-    581.;    Thmnas   „. 

],       ;';."•  '^"-'"''  ^  ^'"°'  ^^'  ^^  '^'"-     i''^'^'i"«-  ■^'  -^I'l  ■*■>'••:  lirooks  .,  Kvetts. 

aJ  I'le::  '^ir^::2;  :''Li^:  i  ii'i!,^^ ''''  "•  ^-'^-  --^^  ^--  ^- 

il     .*>•;•••  V-\'''-  '■■    '  '^'-"■■''     ^"'^""''    tl'o   statute  exton.ls   oulv   to 
Kely  r.  M. ».,•<■,  5  OJuo,  4t)t;  lU  Am.     ute  ]..«•,  sec.  HOli. 
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or  liis  issue,  he  takes  a  life  estate  only,  and  the  person  or 
persons  who  shall  at  his  death  be  such  heir  or  heirs 
take  a  contingent  remainder  by  purchase.'  Where  it  is 
apparent  that  the  testator  used  the  word  "heirs"  in  the 
sense  of  "children,"  the  rule  in  Shelley's  case  will  not  be 
permitted  to  defeat  the  intent.' 

§  2744.  Reversions. — A  reversion  is  the  residue  of  an 
estate  left  by  operation  of  law  in  the  grantor  or  his  suc- 
cessors, or  in  the  successors  of  a  testator,  commencing  in 
possession  on  the  determination  of  a  particular  estate 
granted  or  devised.'  A  reversion,  in  its  legal  significa- 
tion, is  applicable  only  to  an  estate  which  remains  in  tbr> 
grantor  and  his  heirs,  and  which  is  to  take  effect  in  pos- 
session upon  the  determination  by  its  own  limitation  of 
an  outstanding  particular  estate,  an  estate  for  life  or 
years.  A  right  to  enter  and  resume  the  possession  for 
the  breach  of  a  condition  is  not  a  reversion.*  In  a  gen- 
eral devise  of  lands  without  limitation  or  restriction,  tlie 
reversion  will  not  pass  under  a  general  residuary  clause, 
but  descends  to  the  heir.* 


§  2745.  Executory  Devises — The  Different  Classes  of. 
— An  executory  devise  is  a  limitation  of  a  future  estate 
or  interest  in  land  which,  by  the  rules  of  law,  would  be 
void  if  by  deed.^  "Although  the  law  will  not  recognize 
a  remainder  to  take  effect  after  the  expiration  of  a  fee, 
yet  by  way  of  indulgence  to  a  man's  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, conformably  to  the  liberal  intention  of  the  statutes 
of  wills  and  in  favor  of  devisors,  when  otherwise  the 
words  of  a  will  would  be  void,  it  permits,  under  certain 
restrictions,  a  fee  or  other  estate  to  bo  submitted  as  an 

'  See  1  Stimson'a  American  Statute  ^ration,   12  How.  Pr.   1;   1  Al)b.    Pr. 

Law,  sec.  1400.  4G(). 

^  Millettw.  Ford,  109  Ind.  150.  '  K.-nnori   v.    McRolRTts,    I    Wash. 

3  Cal^  Civ.   VudL-,   see.   7ti8;    2  Bla.  (Va  )  >)(j;  1  Am.  l)w..  4'-".). 

Coin.  175.  •■'  Kiciiar(lsi>ii  v.  Noycs,  2  Mass.  50; 

*  i'liuuaix  V.  Coiimii.ssiouers  of  Emi-  3  Am.  Dec.  Ii3, 
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alternative  in  the  place  of  a  fee  before  limited,  provided  the 
substitution  be  to  take  place  within  a  reasonable  period 
of  time.  Devises  of  this  nature  are  called  executory  be- 
cause the  estates  thereby  limited  to  take  place  have  no 
present  existence  in  consideration  of  law,  but  merely  a 
capacity  of  existence  and  being  executed,  taking  effect 
when  tiie  contingency  upon  which  they  are  limited 
occurs."^  Executory  devises  are  of  two  kinds:  1.  A  sub- 
stitution of  one  fee  for  another  which  fails,  or  in  other 
words,  where  an  estate  is  given  by  will  to  one,  but  upon 
some  future  event  that  estate  is  determined,  and  the 
estate  thereupon  is  to  go  to  another;^  2.  Where  the  es- 
tate is  limited  to  commence  in  faturo.  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  common  law.'  As  an  executory  devise  was 
allowed  only  to  give  effect  to  the  intent  of  a  testator, 
when  such  intent  would  otherwise  liave  wholly  failed  as 
not  being  conformable  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  in 
regard  to  the  transmission  of  real  property,  it  has  been 
adopted  as  a  fixed  and  settled  rule  that  whenever  a  future 
interest  in  lands  is  so  devised  that,  conformably  to  the 
rules  of  law,  it  can  take  effect  as  a  remainder,  it  shall  be 
construed  to  be  a  remainder,  and  not  an  executory  devise.* 
To  make  an  executory  devise  good  to  a  second  legatee,  the 
gift  to  the  first  taker  must  be  restricted  to  a  life  interest. 


'  Ricliardsnii  v.  Noyes,  2  Mass.  fid; 
3  Am.  DiL'.  3;J;  llawlcy  v.  Nor- 
tliaiiipton,  y  M.LSK.  3;  5  Am.  Doc.  Oil; 
Aiiiit.'rsdti  V.  Jackson,  10  .loluis.  'M'2; 
b  Am.  Dec.  330.  A  valid  executory 
devise  cannot,  at  coiiimoii  law,  l>e 
liniiteil  after  a  fee,  upon  the  cuiitiii- 
gency  nf  the  lumexeinition  of  an  .ibso- 
Into  [Kiwer  of  disjiiLsuidti  v(;.st<."l  in  the 
fii'.-.t  i.iker,  and  ,-ucli  a  limitathwi  i.ver 
is  void.  An  absolute  jiower  ol  (li.sjio- 
sition  annexed  to  a  pnujai-y  devise  m 
fee  is  deemed  conelnsive  of  the  e.xist- 
enee  in  the  deviaet?  of  an  ahsolute  es- 
tate: Van  Home  r.  (\un[.ljell,  100  N. 
Y.  "JST;  r)3  Am.  Keii.   100. 

''  Kieiiaidson  v.  N'oyo.s,  2  Mass.  5(5; 
3  Am.  De<!.  33;  Niylitin;4ale  r.  Bnirell, 
16  i'ick.  111.     An  ustate  in  tee,  lim- 


ited by  will,  after  an  estate-tail,  is  a 
remaiTidor,  and  not  an  executory  de- 
vise:  Hall/'.  I'riest,  0  (iray,  IS. 

-'  Kieliardson  v.  Noyos,  2  Mass.  50; 
3  Am.  Dec.  33;  >iiglitiiij,falc  v.  ISuirell, 
15  I'lek.  Ill;  IJeard  v.  liowan,  1  .\lc- 
Ijcan.   \',\'y. 

Mioocii  V.  Martin,  1  Harr.  (Del.) 
548;  27  Am.  Dec.  740;  Purefoy  v. 
Rollers,  2  Wins.  .'-Jaund.  3S8;  Doe  v. 
Moruiii,  3  Term  Rep.  703;  Wolfe  lu 
\'an  Nostrand,  2  >i.  Y.  4;i(i;  .lolmsoix 
V.  Valentine,  4  Sand.  30;  Willis  v. 
Bcecher.  3  Wash.  C.  C.  3GSt;  Mander- 
son  V.  Lukcns,  23  Pa.  St.  31;  02  Am. 
Dec.  312;  llawley  v.  Northampton,  8 
Mass.  3;  5  Am.  Dec.  00;  Nightingale 
V,  liurrell,  15  Pick.  110. 
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or  must  be  something  less  than  an  absoUite  gift.  If  an 
absolute  right  of  property  is  given  to  the  first  taker,  a 
limitation  over  is  void/  Charging  the  estate  with  the 
payment  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  devisees  does  not 
prevent  its  limitation  over  by  way  of  executory  devi.se.- 
An  executory  devise  may  be  limited  to  take  ell'eot  after 
several  intervening  estates,  either  vested  or  contingent, 
if  the  final  contingency  upon  which  it  is  to  vest  be  not 
too  remote;  that  is,  it  must  happen,  if  at  all,  within  a  life 
or  lives  in  being,  and  a  competent  time  afterwards.^ 
Executory  devises,  and  all  possibilities  coupled  with  an 
interest,  where  the  person  to  take  is  ascertained  and  in 
esse,  may  be  assigned  or  devised,  and  are  transmissible 
to  tlie  .  L-entatives  of  the  devisee,  if  he  dies  before  the 
contii  ,  ■  happens;*  and  when  the  contingency  does 
hai')pen,  they  vest  in  the  representative  of  the  real  or  per- 
sonal tola'"  as  "  ^  case  may  be.*  But  it  is  otherwise  if 
the  person  who  is  .'.o  take  is  not  ascertained.'  An  exec- 
utory devise  cannot  be  prevented  or  destroyed  by  any 
alteration  in  the  estate,  out  of  which  or  after  which  it  is 
limited.'  Where  an  executory  devise  is  void  for  remote- 
ness, or  any  other  cause,  the  prior  devise  will  be  absolute.* 


§  2746.  Illustrations  of.  —  Thus  the  following  are  in- 
stances of  valid  executory  devises,  viz.:  A  devise  to  A  and 
his  heirs,  provided  that  if  he  die  within  age,  then  the 


'  Slaughter  v.  Slaughter,  23  Ark. 
356;  79  Am.  Dec.  111. 

*  Jackson  v.  Staats,  II  Johns.  337; 
6  Am.  Dec.  376. 

»  Lovett  V.  Lovett,  10  Phila.  537. 

*Goo(ltitle  V.  Wood,  Willi's,  211; 
Jones  V.  Rowe,  .S  Tonn  Kep.  S8; 
Goodriglit  V.  Searle,  7  Wils.  2!);  Good- 
title  V.  Wliite,  15  East,  174:  Turetoy 
V.  Kogur.s,  2  Wnis.  8;iunil.  ."{SS;  lliiU  v. 
Itohinson,  3  Jones  Eq.  348;  Kean  v. 
UofiLcker,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  103;  2i>  Am. 
Dec.  336. 

"  Pinlniry  v.  Elkin,  1  P.  Wms.  503; 
Kean  v.  Hoffecker,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  103; 


29  Am.  Dec.  336.  And  see  Edwards  v. 
Viirick,  5  Denio,  682;  Lewis  v.  Smith, 
1  Ired.  145. 

«  Kean  v.  HoflFeckcr,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
103;  29  Am.  Die.  .336. 

'  Holmes  V.  Williams,  1  Root,  .S35; 
1  Am.  Dec.  49;  Poli.st).  Brown,  Oo.Jac. 
590:  Hullnck  v.  Bennett,  24  L.  J.,  N. 
S.,  397;  31  Eri.c  L.  &  Eq.  4(i3;  Boyd 
V.  Bmi^liam,  4  Pa.  St.  102;  Jackson  v. 
Rollins,  16  Jolins.  537;  Proprietors 
<te.  V.  (iraiit,  3  driiy,  150;  Downing  v. 
Whcrin,  li»  N.  H.  9;  49  Am.  Dec    139. 

"  Drummoud  v.  Drummoud,  26  N.  J. 
]:q.  234. 
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land  should  remain  to  B  ajid  his  heirs;'  where  A  devised 
lands  to  B  in  ice,  to  commence  and  take  effect  at  the  end 
of  six  months  after  the  testator's  death;^  a  devise  to  an 
infant,  when  ho  should  be  born;"  a  devise  of  a  remainder 
after  a  fee;*  a  devise  of  a  remainder  without  a  particular 
estate  to  precede  and  support  it;*  the  limiting  over  of  a 
t.rin  of  years  after  the  expiration  of  a  life  estate  in  the 
same;';  a  .levise  to  A  '<and  his  family,  if  he  should  have 
one  "  ;'  a  devise  to  a  wife  "  during  her  natural  life,  and  at 
her  decease  to  be  left  to"  the  testator's  son.» 

§  2747.     Must  not  Create  a    Perpetuity.  —  A  settled 
rule  HI   regard  to  an   executory  devise   to   prevent   this 
mode  of  devising  from  being  resorted  to  as  a  means  of 
creating  a  perpetuity  is  that  it  must  vest  within  the  com- 
l.:.:^s  of  a  life  or  lives  in  being  at  the  time  the  devise  takes 
eilect,  that  is,  at  the  death  of  the  testator,  and  twentv-one 
years  and  the  fraction  of  a  year  after;  otherwise,  such  ex- 
ecufory  devise  is  wholly  vouU     And  in  the  application  of 
this  rule,  regard  is  had,  not  to  any  event  which  has  taken 
place  after  the  death  of  the  testator,  but  the  question  is, 
whether  by  possibility  the  estate  is  so  limited  upon  a 
contingency  that  it  may  remain  more  than  the  allowed 
period  before  the  contingent  interest  will  become  vested, 
and  if  It  can,  it  is  not  a  good  executory  devise^"     But 
when  a  limitation  is  made  to  take  effect  on  the  happen- 
n),i;  of  either  of  two  events,  one  of  which  is  too  remote 
but  the  other  is  not,  it  will  be  allowed  to  take  effect  on 
the  happening  of  the  latter  event.'^     An  executory  devise 


'Nightingale  v.  Biirrcll,    15   Pick. 

n^larker.  Smith,  1  Lutw.  7'JS. 
'.'<  (Jrceiil.  Cruise,  4(;8. 
'Nightingale  v.   Buncll,    15  Pick. 

•'2RIa.  Com.  17:?. 
^^2  lila.  Com.    173;  4  Kent'a  Com. 

■  Floiiruoy  v.  Johnson,   7  B.   Mon. 

uJj. 


»  Farley  v.  Gilmer,   12  Ala.   141;  46 
Atu.  Doc.  249. 
J  Nightingale  v.  Burrell,   15   Pick. 

^^^»  Nightingale  v.  Burrell,  15   Pick. 

"  I  o  itrhead  r.  Phclp3,  2  W.  Black. 
/04;  Minter  v.  Wraith,  i;?  Sim  (!•>. 
iM-era  v.  Chullis,  7  H.  L.  Cas.' 5i^\ 
ArmstrotiK  v.  Armstronir,  U  B.  Mon. 
-i'i.i;  l^owler  v.  D^yixu,  20  Barb.  236. 
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to  take  effect  on  iiultfinite  fiiiluro  of  issue  is  void,  because 
the  contingeney  on  which  it  is  to  take  phioe  is  too  remote.' 
But  an  executory  devise  to  take  cU'eet  at  the  death  of  the 
devisee,  if  there  is  no  issue  of  his  living  ut  that  time,  is 
a  good  executory  devise,'^     So  a  devise  over,  if  the  first 
taker  "should  die  \\iihout  issue  at  his  decease,"  is  good 
as  an  executory  devise,  as  it  does  not  import  an  indefinite 
failure  of  issue.'     A  limitation  by  way  of  executory  de- 
vise, which  may  possibly  not  take  etFe'  ■-  within  the  term 
of  a  life  or  lives  in  being  at  the  death  of  the  testator,  and 
twenty-one  years,  or  in  case  of  a  child  en  ventre  sa  mere, 
twenty-one  years  and  nine  months  afterward,  is  void  as 
being  too  remote,  and  tending  to  create  a  perpetuity.*     A 
contingent  limitation  over  upon  the  death  of  all  the  tes- 
tator's three  children  under  twenty-two,  without   issue, 
where  the  estate   is  first  limited  to  those  children,  the 
shares  of  any  who  should  die  without  issue  before  attain- 
ing twenty-two  to  go  to  the  survivor  or  survivors,  is  too 
remote,  and  therefore  void.*      A  contingent    limitation 
made  to  depend  upon  the  dying  of  a  person  unmarried, 
and  without  children,  is  not  too  remote  under  the  Virginia 
statute,  and  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  contingent  limitation 
made  to  depend  on  an  indefinite  failure  of  issue  or  chil- 
dren, but  must  be  regarded  as  confined  to  the  time  of  the 
death  of  the  person,  or  the  statutory  period  of  ten  months 
thereafter.'     A  devise  which  is  subject  to  a  conditional 
limitation  void  for  remoteness  vests  in  the  first  taker  an 
absolute  title.'     When  the  gift  is  to  A  and  his  issue,  or  to 
A  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  and  the  limitation  over  is 
upon  an  indefinite  faihire,  the  estate  vests  absolutely  in 
the  first  taker.     But  when  the  limitation  over  is  upon  a 


'  Bull  ?•.  Scaminon,  15  N.  U.  381;  41 
Am.  Dec.  70ti. 

■•'  D(j\viiing  V.  VVherrin,  19  N.  H.  9; 
49  Am.  Dec.  139. 

=*  Heard  v.  liorton,  1  Denio,  1G5;  43 
Am.  Dec.  6.")i). 

*  Brattle  Stuiare  Church  ii.  Grant,  3 
Gray,  142;  G3  Am.  Dec.  725. 


*  Woo.l  V.  Wood,  5  Tiiigti,  590;  28 
Am.  Dec.  451. 

"  Schuk/  V.  Scliultz,  10  Clratt,  .358; 
60  Am.  Due.  335. 

'  Brattle  Square  (.'Imrch  v,  Graut,  3 
Gray,  142;  G3  Am.  Dec.  725. 
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(lofiiiito,  not  an  indefinite,  failnro  of  issue,  tlio  first  legatco 
takes  an  estate  i'or  life  only,  and  tlio  limitation  over  is 
good.' 

§  2748.    Powers  —  Defined  and  Classified.  —  A  power  is 
an  "authority  enabling  a  person  to  dispose,  through  the 
medium  of  the  statute  of  uses,  of  an  interest  vested  either 
in  himself  or  in  another  person."  ^     a  power,  technically 
speaking,  is  not  an  estate,  but  is  a  mere  authority.'     The 
one  who  confers  the  power  is  called  the  donor;  the  one 
who  executes  it,  the  appointor  or  donee;  and  the  one  in 
whose  favor  it  is  executed,  the  appointee.*     Powers  are 
either  general  or  particular;  the  former  are  such  as  are 
to  b(*  exercised  in  favor  of  any  one  whom  the  appointor 
may  choose;  the  latter,  those  which  are  to  be  exercised  in 
favor  only  of  particular  persons    or   objects.'     A   power 
general  in  terms  will  not  be  cut  down  to  a  particular 
power,  unless  an  intent  to  do  so  is  apparent  from  the  in- 
strument  conferring   the  power."     A   power    is  deemed 
general  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  the  estate,  after  ap- 
pointment, to   the   claims  of   the  appointor's  creditors, 
whenever  the  donee  may   appoint  to  whom  he   pleases' 
although  he  can   appoint    only   by   deed  or  will  to  take 
cfTcct  at  his  death,  and    cannot  appoint  to  any  use   in 
his  lifetime.^     Powers  are  also  divided  into  those  which 
relate  to  the  land,  and  those  which  are  simply  collateral 
to  it.     The  former  are  again  subdivided  into  powers  ap- 
pendant  or  appurtenant,  and  powers  in  gross.     A  power 
ai.pendant  or  appurtenant  is  one  which  the  donee  of  the 
pou-er  is  authorized  to  execute  out  of  the  estate  limited 

• 'I^a;;;:' iw'lr"' ''  ^- '-  ^^-  r"-  ^  ^-'-  ^a^.  i;  2  a^.  doc.  os,. 


101;  7S  Am.  Dec.  l>0. 
•  4  Kent's    Com.    316 


A  power  authorizing  an  alienati. 


M  Kent's    Com.    316-    Sn.rrlen    nn     r  t'V""'  ''"'"""^  »«  a»  'il'enatio,,  in 

.;,;.,..  -»•„,.„„  ^^?-  ^^^^i^^j^rriLnii 

ill     11        ^,       ,  llun,  108. 


^  Buri,■i^ll  r.  Clough,  52  N.  H.  207: 
J. 5  Am.  ll.[).  23. 
*4  KiMits  Com.  316. 

^Thuuips.m  (..  (I.irwood,   3  Whart. 
28/;  31  Am.  Deo.  i>02;  Borguu  v.  lieu- 


36 

ofi7  ^l".'"!^'^"",  ""•   G'^wood,  3  Whart. 
287;  M  Am.  Doc.  502. 

'Johnson  V   (Juahiug,  15  N.  H.  21)8: 
41  Am.  Dec.  OW. 
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to   liim;  as,  for    iti^laiico,  whore  a  tenniit   for  life   lias  a 
power  of  making  leases  in  possession,     A  power  in  gross 
is  one  wliieli  does  not  attach  on  the  interest  of  the  party, 
but  which  enables  him  to  create  i  '>,  interest  intlepcndent 
of  his  own.'     Where  an  express  estate  for  life  is  given  by 
will,  and  a  power  of  disposition   is  afterwards  conferred, 
the  devisee  takes  but  a  life  estate,  with  a  power  of  disi)o. 
sition,  and   if  no  disposition   is  made,  the   reversion  will 
go  to  the  heirs  of  the  devisor.     But   if  there  is  no  pre- 
vious devise  of  a  life  estate,  but  a  simple  power  of  dis{)o- 
sition  is  given,  then  the  devisee  takes  an  absolute  estate. 
And   this  rule  applies  to  both  real  and   personal  estate.' 
Where  a  person  takes  by  execution  of  a  power,  he  takes 
under  the  authority  of  the  power  equally  as  if  the  power 
and  its  execution   had  been  incorporated  in  one  instru- 
ment.^    A  power  of  disj)Osal  by  will  does  not  enlarge  an 
interest  in   the   donee  of  the  power  beyond   what  is  ex- 
pressly   limited.^     Property    appointed   under   a  general 
power  forms  assets  in  equity  for  the  payment  of  the  ap- 
pointor's debts,  in  preference  to  all  claims  upon  him  by 
volunteers,  either  as  legatees  or  appointees.* 

§  2749.  How  Created.  —  Powers  may  be  created  by 
deed  or  by  will,  by  grant  or  by  reservation.*  A  general 
power  to  sell,  lease,  etc.,  given  to  stranger  in  a  deed  to 
grantor's  children  is  void,  and  a  sale  under  such  a  power 
is  of  no  effect.'  In  construing  a  power,  the  intention  of 
the  parties  is  to  govern,  but  that  intention  is  to  be 
gathered  from  the  instrument  itself,  though  a  reference 
may  sometimes  be  had  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  given.*     But  a  particular  intent  will  be  made  to 


*  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  475;  4  Kent's 
Com.  8 Hi;  2  Washburu  oa  Real  Prop- 
erty, 'M)5. 

'^  Riihy  V.  Barnett,  12  Mo.  .3;  4;> 
Am.  Dec.  11.3. 

"  Dodlittle  ().  Lewis,  7  Johns.  Ch. 
45 J  11  Am.  Dec.  3U0. 


*  Ward  V.  Amory,  1  Curt.  419. 

"  Leif^h  V.  .Simtii,  3  Ired.  Eq.  44*2; 
4-2  Ami.  Dec.  182. 

M  K<Mit'a  Com.  319. 

■  Smith  V.  [Smith,  1  Jones,  ]";");  fi'J 
Airi.  Dec.  5SI. 

*  Capal  V.  McMillan,  8  Port.  l'J7. 
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vickl  to  tho  general  intent,  where  tliey  are  inconsistont 
with  each  other.'  The  whole  scope  and  tenor  of  a  con- 
veyance in  trust  ini])lying  a  power  to  sell,  the  power  will 
be  (leeini'd  to  exist,  irrespective  of  any  particular  form  of 
words  Uiied  or  omitted.^ 

i^  2750.  Who  may  Execute  Powers.  —  P]very  person 
having  tho  cai)acity  to  dispose  of  an  estate  actually  vested 
in  liiniseir  may  execute  a  power  over  land.'*  An  infant 
mav  execute  a  power  simply  collateral,'*  and  a  married 
wdiiKiii  may  execute  any  kind  of  power*  without  her  hus- 
l.aiid's  consent,  and  whether  it  was  given  to  her  before  or 
after  marriage.*  Where  two  or  more  persons  are  named 
us  donees,  all  must  ordinarily  join  in  the  execution  of  tlie 
power,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressed.'  When  the  power 
niven  lo  several  j>or«ons  is  a  mere  naked  power  to  sell, 
not  coupled  with  an  interest,  it  must  be  executed  by  all," 
anil  (loi'S  not  survive;'  but  wlien  tho  power  is  coupled 
with  an  interest,  it  may  be  executed  by  the  survivor.'" 
Tiie  j)o\ver,  when  coupled  with  a  trust,  cannot  be  delegated, 
unless  so  authorized  by  its  terms." 

^2751.  Powers,  how  Executed  —  Form. — Where  the 
mode  of  executing  a  power  is  not  prescribed,  it  may  bo 
done  by  deed,  by  will,  or  by  writing  not  under  seal."* 
Wiiere,  on  the  other  hand,  the  form  of  executing  the 
power  is  prescribed  by  the  donor,  that  mode  must  be 
strictly  followed."     Conditions  annexed  to  the  exercise  of 

'  I'l'  live  V.    Van   Lear,    5    Mtl.   85;  Franklin  v.  Osgood,   14  Johns.  f)53;  2 

Bartl-tt  t:  Sutliurlaii<l,  'J4  Miss.   3'J5;  Jolina.    C'li.    li);   Taintur  r.   Clark,    J:{ 

^Vll.slil.  r.  Troiii),  7  Jolins.  Ch.  25.  Met.    225;    lirassey   r.    Clialmei  ■>,    IG 

■'  (  h.iiy  r.  Greene.  115  111.  591.  Beav.  231. 

'  4  iviut's  Coin.  324.  '•  Franklin  v.  Osgood,  14  Jolm.s.  ijy.i; 

*  t  Kent's  Com.  324.  Peter  v.  Beverly,  io  I'et.  5t)4. 

'4  K.nt's  Com.  .•{•J4.  "  Tainter   r.    Clark.    13    Met.    22fi: 

"2  (ireunl.    Cruise,    485;   4   Kent's  Bergcr    v.    Dufi",    4    Johns.    Ch.    3tJS; 

Com.  o24.  Hood  V.  Hoden,  82  Va.  588.     See  ante, 

'Co.   Lit.    112  h;   2  Washburn  ou  Division    1.,    Trineipal   and   Agent  — 

Real  Property,  322.  Delegation  of  Authority. 

'  Alitir   wliere  one   has  renounced:  '^  4  Kent's  Com.  320. 

Ex  ii.irte  Bailey,  IT)  R.  L  OU.  "  Morrison  ?-.  McMillan,  4Litt.  210; 

•i'eter    v.    Beverly,    10    Pet.    564;  14  Am.  Dec.  115. 
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a  power  mn«it  lie  'trictly  complictl  with.'     A  power  to  sell, 
t  ither  in  a  will  <>r  a  (lnw,  to  be  exercised  on  the  liaj-pen- 
iwr  of  a  j.;,rt:.-ular  event,  cannot    h^   lawfully  exercised 
until    that    fv. ut    happens.'     Tho«e  who   claim    under  a 
contingent  jiuwer  of  .-ale  in  a  will  niust  show  tliat   th-- 
jiuwer  was  well  executed,  and  that   the  contingency  hap- 
pened;   and  it   i.-   fur  the  jury  to  d<cido  whether  it 
jiened  or  not.^     A  power  to  ajipoint   by  deed  cannot   l>e 
executed  by  will,  nor  vice  versa.*     If  a  power  is  required 
to  be  exercised   bv  a  writincr,  ''under  hand  and  seal,  at- 
tested  bv  witnesses,"  it  is  sufficient  that  witnesses  actuallv 
attested  it,  though  not  stated  to  be  so  done  in  an  attesta- 
tion clause.*     The  power  of  disposition  after  a  life  estate 
may  be  executed   by  deed   as  well   as  by  will.     In   such 
case,  whether  the  deed  is  an  execution  of  the  power,  or 
merely  a  conveyance  of  the  life  intrrc-t,  is  a  question  of 
intention.^     A  mortgage  is  an  execution  of  a  power    to 
a]ipoint  by  deed  or  will,  or  by  any  writing  in  the  na^'re 
of  a  will  or  other  instrument  under  hand  and  seal 
cuted  in  the  presence  of  two  credible  witnesses.^    A  j"u,.  .r 
of   appointment  is   not    executed   unless  some  stejis  are 
taken,  or  some  acts  done  with  this  sole  and  definite  in- 
tention, which  must  be  such  as  are  j)ro[ierly  referalde  to 
the  power.*     The  old    English  rule,  which  regarded  the 
appointment    as  a  good  execution  of  the  power  only  in 
three  cases,  —  viz.:    1.  Where  there  was  a  reference  to  the 
power  in  the  will  of  the  donee;  or  2.  Where  there  was  a 
reference  to  the  property  covered  by  the  power  in  the  wul 
of  the  donee;    or  3.   Where  the  instrument  would  be  iii- 
operative  without  the  aid  of  the  power,  —  is  rejected  in  ih> 

'  Bakewcll  r.  OgJen,  2   Bush.  CG.';  ■'  Vmcent  v.  Bishop  of  Sodur,  it  Ex. 

riev eland  v.  Boeruiii.  27  B-irl).  -lirZ.  GS3. 

''  Ervine's  Appeal,  IG  Pa.  6t.  -Joo;  bo  ^  Heiie-ch  v.  Chrk,  49  M.l.  497. 

Am.  Dec.  499.  •  Laacaster  r.  Di.lan.  1   lUwK-.  'jni: 

^  Steveaa  t>.  Winship,  1    Pick.  31 S;  IS  Am.   1>.'C.  625;   Steilel  r.   Cl.uk,  .' 

11  Am.  Dec.  179.  Baxt.  406. 

«  L»:irluigtou  t>.  Pulteny.  Cowp.  '2t>0;  "  M.uhell  v.   Denson,  29   Ala.   3.7; 

Bn:!ii!ii  '•.  ,'^!uiih,  CLevta  E^.  '6'6;   34  05  Am.  i'ec.  403, 
Am.  \Ju^.  o'J'J. 
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coiHitv  n?  too  narrow,'  where  it  is  mauifi  .«tly  the  intention 
of  thJ  party  to  execute  the  jtower.*  Wiiere  proja-rty  has 
U'i'u  devised  by  will  to  one  for  lif-",  with  power  to  di-i»ose 
of  l>v  will,  or  otherwise,  before  his  death,  the  only  thing 
to  be  regarded,  in  determining  whether  the  disposal  made 
is  a  ,-utiicient  execution  of  the  power  conferred,  is  the 
ouestion  of  the  intention  of  the  donee  of  the  power  as 
^hu\vn  by  the  language  of  the  will  or  by  evidence  oUundt.^ 
The  intent  to  api>oint,  although  not  expressly  declare-!, 
iiiav  be  determined  by  the  l  ::=  and  directions  made,  and 
if  iheir  purpose  be  to  execute  tlie  power,  the  instrument 
nui^t  be  regarded  as  an  execution.*  A  power  maybe  exe- 
cuted, thougii  not  referreil  to  by  the  will  disj»osing  of  the 
jiioi'crty,  wliere  there  is  nothing  for  the  will  to  act  on 
except  in  execution  of  the  power.*  A  power  to  dispo.se  of 
tl.e  proceeds  of  a  sale  of  laud  may  be  e.\-cuted  by  dispos- 
ing of  the  land  itself.*  But  where  the  maker  lias  an  estate 
which  will  pass  without  executing  the  power,  and  the  in- 
slrunient  is  silent  on  that  point,  the  law  will  pl•e^ume 
that  he  intended  to  convey  sucli  estate,  and  no  more/ 
Tiius  where  A's  will  makes  no  reference  to  a  power  or  to 
the  -ul'ject  of  the  j)Ower,  and  it  appears  that  A  had  other 
prnpi-riy,  and  his  will  will  be  operative  without  the  aid 
>ji  the  power,  it  will  not  be  regarded  as  an  execution  of 
tht'  jHiwer."  The  execution  of  a  power  will  not  be  pre- 
?ui:.ed  from  the  fact  that  the  bequests  in  a  will  exceed  the 
te.«iaiur's  estate."  A  j»M\ver  to  eunvey  lands  in  fee  is  well 
executed  by  a  warranty  deed  upon  lull  consideration,  al- 
iljuugh  it  does  not  refer  to  the  will  in  which  the  power  is 

'  Funk  r.  Ejcloston.  92  111.  51.=>;  ?A  "  Cathey  r.  Cathey,  9  Humph.  470; 

An..  iUp   l.SO;  ii.ivr.  Mavtr,  ^  Walls,  4'.1  Am.  Dec.    715;  Tbouiad  v.  buyJer, 

iV-i:  ;U  Aui.  Dec.  453;  lii,od  v.  HoJcu,  43  Hun.  14. 

8-'  \.i.  i)^^.  '  H.,y>i  r.  Satt«rwhit«,  10  S.  C.  45. 

•  I'ease  r.    Iron   Co..    49    Mn.   124;  •  Pi-ase  r.    I'llot  Kwh  Inm  l'....  49 

hniNaiow   r.  WiMe,  03   Ta.  .>t.    17U;  Mo.   124;  Huliister  r.  i»haw,  46  Coau. 

taUijiSell  r.  J.>liu,«ou.  t>5  M.).  4:!9.  24*.). 

■  Fuiik  r.  K_.:lc5Wu,  y2  111.  :>15:  S4  '  Patterson  r.  Wilson,  04  Ml.  19.J. 

A!u   U-j.   Ki...  »  liiiij^hain't    Appeal,    64     Pa.     au 

'  Biakc- 1'.  Hawkins,  9d  U.  S.  ol5.  345. 
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contained.'  Where  a  power  is  created  by  deed  empower- 
ing a  husband  to  appoint  to  whom  the  hind  shall  bo 
conveyed,  and  iu  ease  of  his  death  before  his  wife,  em- 
powering her  to  do  it,  there  must  be  an  actual  appoint- 
ment in  the  mode  indicated,  and  not  merely  an  intention 
in  the  husband  iu  order  to  defeat  the  wife's  right  of  ap- 
pointment.'' 

Illustratioxs. — A  deed  declared  that  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment contained  in  it  should    be  executt'd   by  writing,   under 
hand  and  seal,  in  tl.o  nature  of  a  last  will  and  testamt  nt.  and 
duly  attested  by  two  or  more  witnesses,  and  it  was  in  writing, 
and  in  the  presence  of  two  witnesses,  but  not  under  seal.    Held, 
not  a  good  execution  of  the  power:  In  re  Pc^tper,  1  Pars.  Sel. 
Cas.  4oG.    A  will  giving  a  lif?  estate  to  tiie  wife  contained  these 
words:  "I  further  will  and        ucst  that  at  her  death  she  makes 
such  a  disfjosition  of  it  a     '  iie  thinks  best."     Held,  that  such, 
power  couUl  not  be  executed  by  a  conveyance  by  deed,  but  only 
by  an  appointment  by  will:  Porter  v.   Thomas,  23  Ga.  4G7.     A 
conveyed  in  trust  all  her  property,  real  and  personal,  for  her  own 
use  during  her  life,  and  to  such  uses  afterwards  as  she  should 
appoint  by  will.     Her  will  made  no  reference  in  t  Tins  to  the 
trust  or  power,  but  it  was  apparent  that  she  intenued  to  devise 
the  trust  property.     HehJ,  tliat  the  will  should  be  deemed   an 
execution  of  the  power,  both  as  to  the  real  and  personal  estate: 
Huiion  v.  Benkard,  92  N.  Y.  295.     The  trustee,  having  a  power 
to  sell  lands  with  the  assent  in  writing  of  the  first  cestui  que  trust 
for  life,  but  no  interest  whatever  in  the  proj)erty,  joins  with  her 
and.  her  children,  subsequent  c.et<tiii  que  trust  for  life,  in  a  convey- 
ance of  the  property,  on  valuable  consideration,  with  covenants 
of  warranty;  this  is  a  good  execution  of  the  power,  although  the 
conveyance  does  not  mention  or  refer  to  it:  (niidrat  v.  Gtis  Co., 
82  Ala.  596;  60  Am.  Uep.  769.     A  hfe  tenant  under  a  will  had 
power  thereby  to  convey  a  fee-simple.    Held,  that  her  deed  con- 
veying a  fee  would  be  construed  to  be  in  the  exercise  of  that 
power:  Baird  v.  Boucher,  60  Miss.  326.    A  deed  purported  to  con- 
vey a  fee,  which  the  grantor  could  only  convey  by  virtue  of  a  cer- 
tain power  in  her  hu&band's  will,  and  containing  a  warranty  of 
the  title  conveyed.     Held,  to  show  an  intent  of  the  grantor  to 
execute  the  power  conferred  by  the  will:    Yates  v.  Clark,  56  Miss. 
212.     A  gold  watch  and  other  articles  had  come  to  a  testatrix 
under  the  will  of  iier  husband,  and  she  had  no  power  to  be- 
queath them  except  in  executi.)!)  of  the  power  given  her  by 

'  South   I'.  South,  91   Ind.  221;  46        ^  Haslon  v.  Ke.in.  N.  C.  Term  Rep 
Am.  Kcp.  o'Jl.  27S»;  7  Am.  Dec.  71^. 
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that  will.  Hrhl,  that  her  bequeathing  thereof  manifested  an 
intention  to  execute  that  power:  Funk  v.  Eggleston,  92  III.  515; 
84  Am.  Rep.  lo(j.  A  testator  devised  the  whole  of  his  estate 
to  his  wife  during  her  life,  and  afterwards  to  be  equally  divided 
between  whoever  his  wife  should  think  proper  to  make  her  heir 
or  heirs,  and  the  testator's  brother.  The  wife  died  without 
inakinti  any  appointment.  It  was  held  that  she  took  a  fee-sim- 
pjo  in  tiie  moiety  which  descended  after  her  death  to  her  heir 
at  law:  Sheruicr  v.  Shenner,  1  Wash.  (Va.)  2GG;  1  Am.  Dec. 
•KU. 

i<  2752.    Powers,  how  Construed — What  is  a  Good  Exe- 
cution.— Tiie  intention  of  the  person  creating  it  is  the 
test,  and  governs  the  construction  to  be  given  it.*     Where 
a  party  has  power  tu  appoint  a  fee,  if  there  are  no  words 
of  j)0titive  restriction,  a  less  estate  may  be  appointed.' 
A  |i  .wer  to  M.  to  appoint  "among"  certain  persons,  and 
"'  .  such  proj)ortions  as  M.  may  appoint,"  anthorizes  M. 
to  exclude  some  of  such  persons.'     A  power  to  borrow 
money  and  grant  a  mortgage  to  secure  it,  in  order  to  pay 
tiie  debts  for  which  the  trust  estate  is  liable,  authorizes  a 
mortgage  to  such  creditors  themselves.*     A  power  to  dis- 
pose of  proj)orty  embraces  all  powers  necessary  to  effect 
the  dispositit)n.''     A  power  of  appointment  to  children 
does  not  embrace  grandcbildren.*     A  power  to  a  trustee 
"to  invest  and  change  the  investment  of  said  moiety,  and 
for  that  ]uirpose  to  sell,  convey,  and  dispose  thereof,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  often  as  he  may  think  proper,"  gives 
no  power  to  mortgage.^     A  pov^-er  "  to  grant  and  convey 
the  said  premises,  ....  and  for  such  estate  and  estates 
and  interest"  as  the  grantor  might  by  will  direct,  in- 
cludes the  right  to  create  a  trust  and  to  direct  a  sale  of 
the  promises.^     A  power  "  to  sell  and  convey  "  does  not 

'  rciiioioy   V.    Partington,    3    Term         ^  Rinnan  v.  Guernsey,  G4  How.  Pr. 
][i  \t.  (ill.);  ,)auk.s()ii  V.  Vuo.lur,  11  Joiui.i.     2i>'A. 

^"•',.     ,  ,  "I  ruse   r.    McKee,   2  Head,    1;    73 

-  iJiitlor  V.   Huestis,  OS  111.  r)'.t4;  18     Am    \Kc.    ISD. 
Am.  llci..  581).  .  WiUon  V.  Maryland  Life  Ins.  Co., 
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confer  a  power  to  mortgage.'  And  a  power  to  "sell"  for  a 
specific  sum  meaiiti  a  cash  sale,  and  not  one  for  approved 
notes.'^ 

A  power  to  sell  land  can  only  be  exercised  in  the  man- 
ner  and  for  the  precise  purpose  declared  and  intended 
by  the  donor;  when  the  pur]>ose  becomes  wholly  unat- 
tainable, the  power  ceases;  and  this  is  so,  although  the 
purpose  is  defeated  by  tlie  voluntary  act  of  the  person 
for  whose  benefit  tlie  power  was  created.'  Under  a  power 
to  sell  land  without  warranty,  a  sale  with  warranty  is 
void.^  A  power  to  sell  a  mill  and  other  improvements 
authorizes  a  sale  of  the  water  rights  attached  to  the 
mill.*  A  power  to  "sell"  or  to  "sell  and  dispose"  of  an 
estate  gives  no  right  to  mortgage  it;"  nor  does  a  power 
given  to  sell  the  trust  property  and  reinvest  on  the  same 
limitations  and  trusts.'  But  authority  to  manage  and 
control  the  estate  in  his  discretion,  and  "sell,  exchange, 
and  dispose"  of  it,  includes  the  j»ower  to  mortgage.'  A 
"power  to  sell  and  exchange"  gives  a  power  to  jiartition.^ 
A  power  to  "sell"  does  not  give  power  to  exchange.'"  A 
power  to  "sell"  includes  a  power  to  convey."  A  power 
in  a  creditor  to  sell  his  debtor's  land  in  order  to  obtain 
funds  wherewith  to  pay  the  indebtedness  due  to  himself 
must  be  exercised  by  sale  of  the  land  to  third  persons." 
A  general  power  to  appoint  a  fund  among  chihlren  in 
such  proportions  as  shall  be  thought  fit  enables  the  gift 

'Bl. 


I.,  PriiKMiial  ami  Agent 

'  Ives  V.  Davenp(trt,  '.)  Hill.  .TS. 

*  Hutzelr.  Barl.tr,  Git  X.  Y.  1. 

•  Dullet     V.     WiiitiRT,     1     C'lieves, 
213. 
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*  Faulk  V.  Da^llioll,  62  Tox.  (142;  50 
Am.  R.'p.  5-12. 

•  I'lielp.s  V.  ITarri.s,  101  U    S.  .S70. 
'•City  of   ClfVi'laiid  r.  State   Biiik. 

10  niii.'i  St.  2llS:  Tavl.ir  r.  ( lallowav, 


'McDonald  v.  Bear  River  etc.  Co.,  1  Oin,),  2:;2;   18  Am,  !).■(•    t.O.'i 

13  Cal.  220.  i'  V.il.'ntitie  t'.  I'lpcr,  22  I'l.-k.  S.');  ::;i 

•Stiikest;.  I'ayiip.  nS  Miss.  OU;  .3S  Am.  K-c.  715. 

Am.    Ilep.    ;U():    Hirscliinaii    r.    Kn.-  )'  lin-l.s  v.  EnyKd,  4  Ark.  280;  :\S 

shcard,  T'J  Ky.  258.     Uinler  a  j)u\v«jr  to  Am.  Drc.  37. 
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of  particular  interests,  and  the  apportionment  of  such 
interests  at  discretion;  as,  for  instance,  an   interest   for 
life  may  be  given  to  one  child  in  a  particular  share,  and 
the  capital  of  the  same  share  may  be  limited  to  another 
child,  or  a  share  may  even  be  limited  to  a  child  upon  a 
contingency.     The  distribution  need  not  be  made  in  gross 
sums.*     The  presumption   that  a  power  of  appointment 
has  been  legally  exercised  exists  in  favor  of  innocent  pur- 
chasers or  meritorious  claimants.^     A  power  to  sell  prop- 
erty to  pay  the  debts  of  the  trustor  given  in  a  deed  of 
trust  is  an  absolute  power  as  to  purchasers,  and  they  are 
not  obliged  to  show  that  ihere  were  debts  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  sale,  in  order  to  acquire  a  good  title.'     Ap- 
pointments of  a  wife  in  conformity  with  the  power  con- 
ferred upon  her  are  not  void  because  others  invalid  are 
included   in    her    will.     Those   in   accordance   with   the 
power  will  be  sustained,  others  will  be  rejected.* 

Illustrations.  — A  testator  gave  land  to  his  wife  for  her  life 
for  her  maintenance,  "  but  not  to  sell  the  same,  the  said  real 
estate  to  go  to  A  at  her  death,  if  any  remains."  IhJd,  that  she 
had  no  power  of  disposition:  Birmingham  v,  Lesnn,  76  Me.  482. 
A's  will,  appointing  his  wife  executrix,  provided  that  "all  the 
rt-st  of  my  real  estate  ....  be  held  and  controlled  by  my  wife 
during  lier  lifetime;  ....  it  is  my  will  that  mv  wife  shall  have 
full  and  entire  control  of  all  my  effects,  of  whatever  kind." 
//('/'/,  that  Uie  executrix  had  no  power  of  sale:  Hakestmiv  v. 
Jialcf'tmw,  70  Ga.  8UG.  A  will  devised  ))r(){)ertv  to  a  certain 
trustee  and  his  personal  representatives,  to  hold' for  the  use  of 
the  testator's  son  during  his  life,  and  for  the  use  of  his  children 
after  his  death,  with  power  to  the  trustee,  hut  not  to  his  repre- 
sentatives, to  h'Mse.  Held,  that  a  lease  for  ninetv-nine  vears 
renewable  fonver,  was  not  void:  Coll  ins  v.  F(dcy,\vS  Md*.  158; 
52  Am.  Rep.  oO").  A  will  directed  the  executors'to  operate  cer- 
tain factories,  wliich  constituted  a  part  of  the  residuum  devised 
to  them  in  trust  during  the  limitation,  or  so  long  within  that 
l>enod  asm  their  discretion  could  bo  done  without  injury  to  the 
mtercsts  of  the  estate.     Held,  that  this  did  not  imply  a  power  to 

^oi-iil  ml^fiO-.""''''''''''  ^^  ^-  ^-  .-\^^''"!^""«  "•  Ot^y.  8  Hinnph.  5G:f; 

\.      ,    ,,'  47  Am.  Dec.  6:^:i 

Mu's.all  r    Slq.hens,  8  Humph,         'Cn.se  v.    .\lcKee.   2  Head.    1;    73 

L.'.';  4/  Am.  Uc  .  001,  Am.  Dec.  186.  .^.    '^ 
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pell  before  tlie  expiration  of  tiio  period  limited,  but  oidy  gave  a 
discretion  to  suspend  liiisincss:  Dnviiivfj  v.  MarshnU,  1  Abb. 
Aj)p.  52o.  A  testator  directed  his  estate  to  be  sold  l)y  the  ex- 
ecutors at  sncli  time,  in  such  manner,  and  on  sueh  conditions 
as,  in  their  judgment,  should  be  best  for  those  interested,  if  an 
equal,  valid,  and  satisfactory  division  could  not  otliiTwise  be 
made.  Held,  that  the  judgment  of  the  executors,  if  made  in 
good  faith,  was  conclusive  as  to  the  necessity  for  a  sale:  JJunner 
V.  Storm,  1  Sand.  357. 

§2753.     Appointments    Set  Aside   for  Fraud.  —  "No 
jioint  is  better  establisl)0(l  than  that  a  person  having  a 
power  of  appointment  must  exercise  it  bona  fide  for  the 
end  designed,  otherwise  it  is  corrupt  and  void.'"    Wliile 
equity  will  not  control  the  exercise  of  a  real  discretion 
given  to  the  donee,  yet  it  will  set  aside  a  fraudulent  ap- 
pointment made  under  color  of  such  discreticm.'^     Where 
a  parent,  having  a  power  of  appointment  among  his  chil- 
dren, appoints  to  one  or  more  of  them,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  others,  upon  a  bargain   for  his  own    advantage, 
equity  will  relieve  against  the  appointment,  on  the  ground 
of  fraud,  as  where  there  is  a  secret  understanding:  that  the 
child  should  assign  a  part  of  tlie  fund  to  a  stranger,'*  or 
the  father's  debtors.*     So  if  a  parent,  having  a  power  to 
raise  portions  for  children,  and  even  to  fix  the  time  when 
they  are  to  be  raised,  appoints  to  a  child  during  infancy, 
and  while  not  in  want  of  a  ]>ortion,  especially  if  the  death 
of  the  child  at  the  time  of  llie  !ipj)ointment  is  expected, 
jie  will  not  be  allowed,  on  the  chiM's  death,  to  derive  any 
benefit  from  the  appointment  as  the  personal  representa- 
tive of  that  child.*     So  a  conveyance  to  a  child,  that  he 

'  Conts  V.   Ai'kwortli,   L.   R.  8  Y.  \.  tin,  2  Dov.  &  B. 'J74:  Fronty  r.  Fronty, 

558;  C'lUi^e  v.   McKi^e,   2  Jload.    I;  7:{  1    Hail.    Ivj.   f)!?;  Crusu  v.    McKee,  "'j 

Am.    Dfc.   ISO;  ]Vi)i.(t'.^  Appr,,!,   J-JO  JIimiI,  1;  Hi  Am.  Ii.'r    18G. 
Pa.  St.  'S.iJ;  0  Am.  «t.  Kep.  70'J.  ^  Daiilniiiy  r.  < '.i.'kl.iirn,  1  Mer.  (i'-'li. 

^Poiiieroy'.s  Eq.  Jur.,  .see.  !)2();  Lip-         ♦  FaniuT    r.    M.iiiin,    2    Sim.    .'.O'.': 

Eincott  r.  Ki<ly\vay,  10  N.  J.  E>].   Kil;  (\arvrr  v.  liicliani,  1    J)e  (;ex,  F.  &  J. 

.ii.iiliiiuton  V.  AluuMon,  IVA  Conn.  4S1;  f.4.S;  .Salmou  v.  (jil.h^,   3  Du  Oex  &  S 

AVilliaiti.s's    Apja'al,    73    Pa.   St.    '21'.);  ;HA. 

(iraef  v.  De  Tuik,  44  Pa.  St.  .''-'7:  Jack-         ->  Hincliitihroke  v.  Seymour,  1  Brown 

son  ?).  Veedcr,    II   JiAw.a.  l(i!i;  .M<'lviii  Cli.    .Sllf);    Wrllcly   r.   Mmriiii^^toii,    'J 

r.    Melviii,   (I   M.l.    T.H;    llayiu'-.wuith  Kay  .V  J.    14:i:  U-mdi  v.  Trooii]  L.  K 

V.  Ci>x,    Harp.  Ivj.  117;  (.'loail  c.  .Mar-  ^i  Cli.  Div.  421). 
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injiy  liave  sufficient  property  to  become  bail  for  the  father, 
tlie  appointor,  and  to  become  security  for  tlie  father's 
(.le])ts,  with  the  understanding  that  the  land  is  to  be  re- 
convoyed,  is  not  such  an  appointment  in  good  faith  as  will 
defeat  tlie  remainders.*  But  a  power  of  disposition  of  prop- 
erty in  the  testator's  widow,  wholly  unlimited  as  to  bene- 
ficiaries, may  bo  exercised  in  favor  of  her  second  husband.'^ 
That  the  exercise  of  a  limited  power  given  by  will  in  re- 
spect to  one  half  of  the  property  was  illusory  or  collusive 
would  not  make  void  the  exercise  of  an  unlimited  power 
as  lo  tlie  other  half,  it  not  apj)earing  that  the  latter  power 
Mould  have  boon  diflerently  exercised  if  the  former  had 
not  been  perverted. '^ 

§  2754.    Defective   Execution   of  Powers  —  Relief.  — 

While  tlie  non-execution  of  a  power  will  not  be  aided  in 
equity,*  the  defective  execution  of  a  power  will  be,^  and 
equity  will  enjoin  one  from  taking  an  inequitable  advan- 
tage of  the  defect."  Where  there  is  a  defective  execution 
of  a  jiower,  it  makes  no  dillbronce,  so  far  as  regards  eqni- 
tablo  relief,  whether  the  error  came  bv  a  mistake  of  law 
or  a  mistake  of  fact.^  Equitv  cannot  relieve  against  de- 
foots  in  tlie  execution  of  a  statutory  power  by  dispensing 
with  or  supplying  any  of  the  formalities  required  for  the 
legal  execution  thereof,*' as  against  the  omission  of  the 
word  "inheritance,"  essential,  under  the  statute,  to  a 
married  woman's   relin(piis]iment    of   her   title  to  land." 

'  Bostick  V.  Winton,   1   Snco.l,  r.-J4;     Benson,   29   Ala.    327;   Go   Am.    Dec. 
Ciusc  r.  McKoe,   2  Uo;ul.   ];  73  Am.     403. 

^'^.'v'*^^''     1,    .     ..  ..  "Lines  V.   Danlon,  5  Fla.  51 ;  Wil- 

;  New  r.  1  otts,  55  (^a.  420.  kiiisoi.  ,-.  Getty,  13  Iowa,  j.w;  SI  Am. 

ISew  r.  l\,tt.s   o.KIa.  420.  Dec.    428;    ll.,war.l    r.    (.'ariu-nter,    11 

^  A  run.  lei    V.   I'lniin.tt   2  Vern.   60;  M,l.   2.V.»;  L,ppiue.,tt  v.   St.,ke.,  G  N. 

Lull   ,.    \ar,ly,   1    \e.s.  Jr.   272:  Pom-  J.  K,,.  P22;   llarmuii  ,•.  Battle,  1  Dev. 

cniy  .s  h(i.  Jur.,  sees.  i)0(),  S.34.    Ivniity  &  K.  Ivj.  213 

will  not  aul  an  ..xocutiun  of  poucr  (If  "  Mntnal  Life  Ins.  Co.  r.  Kverett.  40 

apiiomtment  lielJby  i.iicwho  intcmleil  N.  J.  Ivj    345 

to  tx.cnte  It,  iMit  lailL-,1  to  do  so  be-  ''  Lovc.  r.  sierra  Nevada  etc.  Mining 

'-:nis,i   eiToneoii.,ly  a.lvisc.l   l.y   lier  at-  Co.,  32  Cal.  (WJ;  i)l  Am    iK-c    G0'> 

lornry    tliat    U    was    iinneo  .s.^ary    to  *•  SmiHn-.  B.iwe-s  :^S  M.l.  4t(3   " 

cxennse   iL.      J  us  is    not   a  .lelertive  »  W.liiama  v.  Cu.ld,  2ij  S.  C.  213-  4 

execution   of   the   power:    .MiwhcU   v.  Am.  Si.  Kcp   714 
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So  want  of  power  to  convey  cannot  be  supplied  in  chan- 
cery.    Thus   if  executors    convey  without   power,  their 
conveyance    cannot   be   aided   in    equity.*      The    defects 
which  a  court  will  aid  are  those  which  are  not  of  the  very 
essence  and  substance  of  the  power.     Thus  a  defect  by 
executing  the  power  by  will,  when  it  is  required  to  be  by 
deed  or  other  instrument  inter  vivos,  will  be  aided;*  but 
not  vice  versa,  for  if  the  power  is  required  to  ])e  executed 
only  by  will,  and  it  is  executed  by  an  absolute  and  irrevo- 
cable deed,  no  relief  will  be  granted.'    Nor  will  equity  aid 
where  the  power  is  executed  without  the  consent  of  par- 
ties who  are  required  to  consent  to  it,^  unless  when  their 
consent  has  become  immaterial  or  impossible  to  obtain. 
But  equity  will  supply  such  defects  as  the  want  of  a  seal, 
or  of  witnesses,  or  of  a  signature,  or  defects  in  the  lim- 
itations  of  the   property.*     And    the  court  will  relieve 
against  the  defective  execution  of  a  power  only  in  favor 
of  certain  persons  who  are  regarded  by  a  court  of  equity 
with  peculiar  favor,  and  where  there  are  no  opposing 
equities  in  the  case.     The  aid  of  equity  will  be  afforded 
to  a  purchaser,®  which  term  includes  a  mortgagee  and  a 
lessee;'  to  a  creditor;^  to  a  wife;'  to  a  legitimate  child,'" 
for  wives  and  children  are  in  some  degree  considered  as 
creditors  by  nature;"  and  to  a  charity."^    But  it  has  been 
decided  that  a  defective  execution  will  not  be  aided  in 
favor  of  Die  donee  of  the  power, ''^  nor  of  a  husband,"  nor  of 
a  natural  child,'"  nor  of  a  grandciiild,'®  nor  of  remote  relu- 


'  Tieinaa  v.  Beam,  2  Ohio,  .383;  15 
Am.  I>cc.  557. 

'  TiiUut  V.  Toilet,  1  Smith's  Lead. 
Ciu.  254. 

!*  Rei.l  *'.  Shergohl,  10  Ves.  ,370. 

*  .Siii'll's  Iviiiity,  .3(15. 

°  tJelieuck  v.  KlUngwoud,  .3  Eilw. 
Ch.  175. 

"  Fothergill  v.  Fothergill,  2  rreem. 
257. 

'  15,  \er  V.  Hill,  2Ch.  21S;  liei.l  v. 
Sliei--i,lil,   10  Ves.  .370. 

"  Pi.llanl  V.  Greeiivil.  1  f/h.  ('as.  Cii. 
10;  WiliiUd  V.  liuliiied,  U  .Mod.  4S5. 


'  Ivir!  (if  Darliiigtoa  v.  Piiltrticy, 
('ii\v[>.  -Ctl;  Ciitl'ord  V.  Burliiij^tDii,  'J 
V(  Til.  'M'J. 

'"  Sarlh  V.  Blaiifrey,  Gill).  K>i.  ItUi; 
SiiecJ  r.  Siieed,  Ainb.  04;  Bniee  i: 
linico,  ],.  U.  11  Kq.  371. 

"  Hirvey  ?'.  Ilervey,  1  Atk.  5t)l. 

'^  limes  ('.  Saycr,  7  liari',  ;)77;  3 
Mii'ii.  I't  (!.  ('5;);  Attoniev  (jcaeial  (;. 
bihlhorp.  2  lluss.  4  M.  107. 

'•'  Klli.son  r.  VAViaon,  G  Yes.  (J5G. 

•*  Watt  I'.  Watt,  3  Ves.  244. 

'■'  'rudm-  V.  Aiisnii,  2  Ves.  Sr.  582. 

"'  Walts  V.  BuUas,  I  P.  Wins.  GO. 
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tions  or  volunteers.*     But  the  non-execution  of  a  power 
coupled  with  a  trust  will  be  aided  in  equity." 

^  2755.     Powers  by  Statutes.-— In  Dakota,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  New  York,  and  Wisconsin,  powers  as  they  ex- 
ist at  common  law  are  expressly  abolished  by  statute,  and 
in  thoir  place  a  power  is  defined  to  be  an  authority  to  do 
some  act  in  relation  to  lands,  or  the  creation  of  estates 
therein,  or  of  charges  thereon  which  the  owner,  granting 
or  reserving  such  power,  might  himself  lawfully  perform; 
and  they  classify  powers  as  general  or  sjiecial,  and  benefi- 
cial or  in  trust.     A  power  is  general  when  it  authorizes  a 
conveyance,  devise,  or  charge  in  fee  to  any  person  what- 
ever.    It  is  special  when  the  appointee  is  designated,  or 
a  lessor  interest  than  a  fee  is  authorized  to  be  conveyed. 
It  is  beneficial  when  no  person  other  than  the  grantee  is 
interested.     A  general  power  is  in  trust  when  some  desig- 
nated third  person  is  to  be  benefited  by  the  execution, 
wholly  or  in  part.     A  s{)ecial  power  is  in  trust  when  it 
authorizes  dispositions  only  to  some  person  or  class  other 
than  the  grantee  of  the  power,  or  for  the  benefit  of  such 
person  or  class.     Every  power  is  absolute  by  which  the 
donee  can   in  his  lifetime  dispose  of  his  entire  fee   for 
his  own    benefit.     The  statutes    prescribe   the    mode    of 
creation  of  such  powers,  their  execution,  revocation,  and 
eilect.^     Powers  conferred  by  statute  can  be  constructively 
enlarged  only  in  conformity  with  the  principles  govern- 
ing legal  construction,  and  because  something  is  imported 
into  tlic  statute  by  a  necessary,  or  at  least  reasonable,  iin- 
j)lication.     When  a  subject-matter  is  named,  all  things 
(iiiectly  appertaining  to  it  are  included  by  necessary  im- 
plication.    So  when  an  act  is  required  to  be  performed, 
whatever  constitules  a  necessary  or  ordinary  means  to  tlio 
performance  of  such  act  is,  in  like  manner,  included.     The 

•  ymith  V.  Asliton,  1  Froein.  309.  »  See    1    Stiinsoirs   Americau   Stat- 

'  J'omeroy's     Kcj.    Jar.,     s.ic.     83.1;     ute  Law,  seed.  1051  et  seu. 
\>  itlicrs  i;.  Yeadoii,  1  llieh.  Eij.  .324. 
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question  in  all  these  eases  is,  not  whether  the  matter  of 
implication  will  add  to  the  elHciency  of  what  is  conferre<l 
in  terms,  hut  whetlier,  without  such  matter,  the  statute 
will  he  wholly  or  in  part  inoperative.' 

§  2756.  How  Extinguished.  — Powers  relating'  to  land 
or  collateral  to  it  are  extinguished  hy  a  complete  execu- 
tion of  them.''  So  when  the  purpose  for  which  a  power 
was  created  has  heen  accomplished  or  hecomes  impossi- 
])le,  the  power  itself  ceases.^  A  power  relating  to  land  is 
extinguished  hy  a  total  alienation  of  the  estate.*  But  a  con- 
veyance of  a  part  of  the  land  is  an  extinguishment  of  the 
power  as  to  that  part  only,  and  the  power  remains  as  to 
the  residue.*  A  power  given  to  one  having  a  particular 
estate  in  the  land  is  merged  or  extinguished  by  his  ac- 
quiring the  fee.* 

§  2757.    Estates    upon    Condition— In   General.— An 

estate  u{)on  condition  is  one  "  which  may  be  created,  en- 
larged, or  defeated  by  the  happening  or  not  happening  of 
some  contingent  event."'  Conditions  are  either  express 
or  implied,®  present  or  subsequent.'  A  condition  may  be 
annexed  to  any  ppecies  of  estate  or  interest  in  real  prop- 
erty, whether  an  estate  in  fee,  in  tail,  for  life,  or  years,  in 
any  lands  or  tenements.'"  A  condition  must  he  created 
and  annexed  to  the  estate  at  the  time  of  making  it;"  and 
if  a  condition  is  made  by  a  separate  deed,  it  must  be  sealed 
and  delivered  at  the  same  time  with  the  principal  deed.'- 
But  things  executory,  as  rents,  leases,  etc.,  may  be  re- 
strained by  conditions  annexed  to  them  by  consent  of 
both  parties,  after  the  execution  of  the  instruments  of  con- 


»  State  V.  Charleston,  1  S.  C.  30. 

'■' '2  (ireeiil.  Cruise,  f)?!). 

^  SiM\  th  r.  Taylor,  L>1   III.  2%. 

♦  4  Kc'iit's  Coin.  :i47;  Ex  parte  El- 
liott, 0  Whurt.  524;  34  Am.  Dec. 
573. 

"  2  (Ireenl.  Criii.sn.  578. 

*  Jiooue  on  Itual   I'lupurty,  sec.  196. 


'  4  Keiit'.sCom.  121;  1  Washburn  <.n 
Real  Property,  445. 

"4  Kent's  Coin.  121. 

•  8ee  ]>o>it. 

'"  J  Co.  Lit.  201  a;  2  Bla.  Com.  15-J; 
1  (iri'cnl.  Cruise,  4(58. 

"  I  (ireenl.  Cruise,  4G8. 

'^  Rogers  V.  Sebastian,  21  Ark.  440. 
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veyancc.*  Where  a  conveyance  is  made  upon  a  condition, 
the  condition  expressed  in  the  deed  must  be  conclusively 
presumed,  in  the  absence  of  fraud,  accident,  or  mistake, 
to  be  the  only  condition."  And  though  an  estate  may  be 
made  to  depend  upon  one  of  two  or  more  alternative  con- 
tingencies, tlie  general  rule  is,  that  when  an  estate  depends 
U])on  u  double  contingency,  both  must  concur.' 

§  2758.     Conditions  Precedent.  —  Conditions  precedent 
are  sucli  as  must  happen  or  be  performed  before  the  es- 
tate can  vest  or  be  enlarged.*     No  form  of  words  will  con- 
stitute a  condition  precedent,  when  the  intention  to  be 
collected  from  every  part  of  the  instrument  clearly  indi- 
cates a  ditlerent  purpose.®     Whether  a  condition  is  prece- 
dent or  subsequenc  depends  npon  the  intention  of  the 
parties  as  shown  by  the  construction  of  the  whole  instru- 
ment.®    If  the  act  or  condition  required  does  not  necessa- 
rily precede  the  vesting  of  the  estate,  but  may  accompany 
or  follow  it,  and  if  the  act  may  as  well  be  done  after  as  before 
the  vesting  of  the  estate,  or  if,  from  the  nature  of  the  act 
to  bo  performed  and  the  time  required  for  its  perform- 
ance, it  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  parties  that  the 
estate  shall  vest  and  the  grantee  perform  the  act  after 
taking  possession,  the  condition  is  subsequent.^     A  con- 
dition in  a  deed  "that  this  deed  is  to  have  effect  and  be 
operative  only  upon   the  express   condition  and   under- 
standing" that  the  railroad  conveyed  be  completed  within 
a  certain  time,  and  a  transfer  by  the  vendee  of  its  capital 
stock  equal  to  the  paid-up  stock  of  the  vendor,  is  not  a 
condition  subsequent.^    So  where  a  testator  gave  land  to  A 

'  1  Oreeiil.  Cruise,  408. 
-  Dmibar  v.  Sticklur,  45  Iowa,  384. 
5  Plielps   V.   Bates,  54   Coiiu.    11;    1 
Am.  St.  Rop.  {)2. 

*  Moore  V.  Sandcra,  15  S.  C.  440; 
Van  Home  v.  Dorrauce,  2  Dull.  'A\l'; 
Bustwick  V.  Hess,  80  111.  i:i8;  Taylor 
V.  BiiUeii,  G  Cow.  G'J7;  Moakeley  v. 
Kigp;s,  19  Johns.  71;  10  Am.  Dec,  19li. 

*  Surk  V.  Suiiley,  '25  Me.  201. 


•  Sheppard  v.  Thomaa,  26  Ark.  017; 
UnderhiU  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Barb.  45.-); 
Gardiner  v.  Corson,  15  Mass.  500; 
Finlay  v.  King,  3  Pet.  34G;  Rotjan  v. 
Walker,  1  Wis.  527. 

'_  Un.lerhill  v.  K.  R.  Co.,  20  Barb. 
455;  Bell  County  v.  Ale.xauder,  22 
Tex.  3.50;  73  Am.  Dec.  201). 

*  Temiessue  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  73  Ala.  420. 
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"  upon  the  express  coiiditioti  "  tliat  A  pay  to  B  seven 
hundred  dollars  before  tlic  lirst  day  of  Ajiril  after  testator's 
decease,  thi.s  was  held  not  a  condition  [trecedent.* 

As  the  estate  does  not  vest,  wlien  (le]»t'ndent  upon  a 
condition  precedent,  until  the  performance  of  tlie  con- 
dition, and  therefore,  if  the  condition  is  not  strictly 
performed,  or  if  it  is  unlawful  or  impossible  in  per. 
fornnmce,  the  dependent  estate  fails,  the  grant  or  de- 
vise becomes  wholly  void,  and  no  estate  vests.'  Where 
tlie  condition  precedent  is  copulative,  consisting  of  several 
branches,  the  entire  condition  must  bo  performed  before 
the  estate  can  vest;^  The  grantee  in  a  conditional  deed, 
if  he  refuses  or  neglects  to  perform  all  the  conditions 
upon  which  his  title  depends,  forfeits  his  estate  none  the 
less  because  he  may  have  paid  some  portion  of  its  value. 
The  estate  reverts  to  the  grantor  as  a  matter  of  legal 
right;  and  if  he  sees  fit  to  enter  for  the  breach  of  con- 
dition, and  to  claim  a  forfeiture,  the  estate  reverts  to  him 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  without  regard  to  the  part 
performance  or  outlays  which  the  conditional  grantee 
may  have  made  on  account  of  it.* 

Where  a  deed  contains  a  provision  that  it  is  not  to  take 
effect  and  operate  as  a  conveyance  until  the  grantor's  de- 
cease, and  not  then  if  the  grantee  does  not  survive  him, 
but  if  the  grantee  do  survive,  it  is  to  convey  the  premises 
in  fee-simple,  with  words  approj)riate  and  consistent  with 
this  provision  in  the  Jiabeudum  and  covenants,  it  will  i)C 
upheld  as  creating  a  feoll'ment  to  commence  in  futuru, 
and  will  give  the  estate  in  fee-simple  to  the  grantee  on 
the  happening  of  the  contingency  named,  the  execution 
and  record  of  the  deed  operating  in  the  same  manner  as 
a  livery  of  seisin  at  the  grantor's  decease.     Such  a  deed 

'  Casey  ».  Casey,  55  Vt.  518.  744.     Con/ra,  Jones  t>.  Brainblet,  2  111. 

'•'  Van    Horn  v.    Dorrance,   2  Dall.  276. 

317;  Marten  r.  Ballon,   1.*}  Barl).   119;  "Van    Horn   v.   Dorrance,  2    Dull. 

Taylor  (•.  Mason,  9  Wlieiit.  3'JJ;  MizuU  317. 

V.  Burnett,  4  Jouea,  249;  09  Am.  Dec.  •  llowell  v.  Jewett,  71  Me.  408. 
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iri  something  more  than  a  devise  in  a  will;  it  conveys  to 

the  granti-e  a  conting(>nt  right  which,  unlike  the  interest 

of  a  devisee   in  the   lifetime  of  the  testator,  cannot   be 

;        taken  from  him.* 

I  Ilm'strations.  —  A  devipe  of  an  estate  is  made  to  the  eons 

of  thf^  testator,  "they  jointly  and  severally  paying"  to  his 
(hni^^htors  a  certain  sum  within  a  specified  time.  Held,  a  con- 
dition precedent  upon  the  payment  of  the  money  within  the 
tinii"  limited:  Wheeler  v.  Walker,  2  Conn.  196;  7  Am.  Dec.  265. 
A  devise  re<iuire8  that  the  devisee  sliDuld  remain  witii  the  tes- 
tator and  his  wife  during  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  sur- 
vivor. Held,  a  condition  precedent,  which,  being  unperformed, 
])revents  the  estate  from  vesting  iu  him:  Den  v.  AJeaaenger,  33 
N.  J.  L.  499. 

§  2759.  Conditions  Subsequent — In  General.  —  A  con- 
dition subse(iuent  is  one  that  operates  upon  an  estate 
already  vested,  and  renders  it  liable  to  be  defeated.* 
Where  there  is  a  general  devise  in  words  importing  a 
present  interest,  in  a  will  making  no  other  disposition  of 
the  property,  on  a  cohdition  which  may  be  performed  at 
any  time,  the  condition  !&  jubsequent.^  A  condition  sub- 
seijuent  cannot  be  attached  to  a  deed  by  means  of  parol 
evidence.*  A  deed  of  land  upon  condition  subsequent 
conveys  the  fee  with  all  its  qualities  of  transmission.  The 
condition  has  no  effect  to  limit  the  title  until  it  becomes 
operative  to  defeat  it.*  The  following  have  been  held  to 
be  conditions  subsequent,  viz.:  A  condition  in  a  deed  that, 
after  the  grantor's  death,  the  grantee  should  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  to  a  third  person;'  a  condition  that  the  grantee 
"shall  allow  all  people  to  pass  and  repass,  to  ti.>^h,  fowl, 
and  hunt,"  etc.,  on  the  granted  premises;'  a  conveyance 
of  a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad,  the  consideration  of 
which  is  its  maintenance  and  the  maintenance  of  a  depot 

>  Abl.ott  V.  Holway,  72  Me.  298.  »  Shattuck  v.    Hastings,    99    Mass. 

'  Moinpliis   etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Neigh-  23. 
bors  T)!  Mi^)3.  412.  «Weinreich».Weiureich,  ISMo.  App. 

''  Fiiilay  r.  King,  3  Pet.  .346.  3G4. 

M;  ilvi-ston  Uo.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pfeuf-        «  Parsoaa  v.  Miller,  15  Wend.  564. 
fer,  50  Tex.  Oli. 
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on  land  adjoining';'  a  di'od  contaiiiitic;  (lio  (daiirio  "pro- 
vided ahvayri,  and  this  dt'od  ia  upon   tho  express  condi- 
tion,"  that  a  certain  system  of  drainage  bo  kept  up  l>y 
the  grantee;'  a  condition  that  the  grantee  shall  maintain 
and  support    the  grantor  and   tiie  grantor's  wife  during 
tho  tcrni.s  of  their  natui-al  lives;'  a  devise  of  land  "  Tor  (he 
])urposo  of  building  a  schoul-houso  for  the  uso  of  a  seh(»ol, 
provided   it  be  built"  at  a  oertain  place;*  a  bequest  to  a 
religious  society  on  condition  that  within  tlireo  years  it 
shall  erect  a  chapel;*  u  ik'od  to  land  uj)on  condition  that 
the  grantee,  within    a  specilled  time,  shall  build  a  house 
thereon,  or  the  grant  be  defeated."     But  the  contrary  has 
been  held  of  the  following:  A  devise  to  A,  "  in  con,«idera- 
tion  "  of  testator  being  taken  good  care  of  and  well  treatcil 
by  A  for   tho  remainder  of  testator's   life;"   «■  devise,  in 
terms,  "  to  my  wife,  in    lieu  of  dower,   after  paying   my 
just  debts,  and  she  paying  the  items  to  other  i»artics  men- 
tioned, in  ...  .  the  house,"  etc.;*  a  recital  that  the  land 
should  be  used  for  a  certain  special  use,  and  none  other;" 
a  clause  in  a  deed,  stating  that  it  is  made  on  the  express 
stipulation    that    a   dwelling-house    of    not    less    than    a 
certain  value  shall  be  i)ut  upon  the  land  within  a  certain 
time;'"  an  agreement  by  the  grantee  in  a  deed,  forming 
part  of  the  consideration  therefor,  to  assume  and    pay  a 
mortgage  i)reviously  executed  on  the  land   by  the  gran- 
tor;" a  grant  of  land  for  a  consideration  to  a  trustee  upon 
trust  that   lie  "shall  at  all   times    permit  all  the   Mhitt; 
religious  societies  of  Christians  and  the  members  of  su(  h 
societies  to  use  the  land  as  a   common   burying  :,ioi. 
and  for  no  other  purpose";*^  a  grant  of  hm  .ich  ha- 

iCIevelandetc.  K.  R.  Co.  r.  Colmiii,  "  O'lJiim   v.  V            ,  "J4  Mo.  'X'y. 

91    Iml.  557.      Hut  see  I5>rkley    ii.  11.  Am    St,  R,  p.  .'?(). 

11.   ('...,  :V.i   Fed.  Ili'i).  T'J-l.  '  Martin  o.  iMiut.n,  Kil  M     s.  M7. 

■'  iliuiiiuoinl   V.    li.  U.  Co.,  15  S.  C.  "  Laiuiiian  r.  Dralios,  I'J  \i!l).  1(CJ. 

10.  »  Ual.-y  V.  Uinatilla  C^uiuty,  1.')  Ur. 

» Thoiiia^  7-.  Reooril,  47  Me.  500;  74  17-';  :i  Am.  St.  Koj).  14'J. 

Am.  Dec.  .')U0.  '"  Stouu  v.  iloii^litoii,  i:.;i  Mass.  17o. 

*  Hayduu    V.    Stoughton,    5     Tick.  "  Martin  c.  Splivalo,  (ilM 'al.  (il  1. 
628.                          .  1^  IJroNv.,  V.  C  ildwcll,  2a  VV.  Va.  1S7; 

*  Tapjjan'a  Appeal,  52  Conn.  412.  48  Am.  Rep.  370. 
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boon  used  ns  a  Imrying-placo  to  a  town,  "for  n  burying- 
placo  forever,"  in  consideration  of  love  and  ulfection, 
"and  divers  other  valuahlo  considerations";'  in  a  con- 
veyance of  land  to  a  religious  cori>oration,  the  words  "for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  u  church  thereon  only,"  follow- 
ing the  description  of  the  {)roj)erty;-  the  words,  "  it  being 
expressly  understood  by  the  parties  that  the  said  tract  or 
parcel  of  land  is  not  to  bo  put  to  any  other  use  than  that 
of  a  depot  square,"  inserted  in  a  conveyance  in  fee-sim- 
ple iiuiue<liately  after  the  description  of  the  land.' 

lr,r.rsTKATi()NS.  —  A  deed  conveyed  a  leasehold  and  personal 
estate  upon  the  terms  that  the  indenture  is  to  be  void  if  the 
grantee,  his  executors  or  assigns,  should  omit  to  pay  certain 
dehts.  Jfrld,  not  a  m()rtgaj];e,  but  a  eonv(>yancc  upon  condition 
siihsiMjiient,  to  be  avoided  by  proof  of  tlie  omission  to  pay  the 
del.ts:  llnjlhnrp  v.  Nenle,  7  Gill  &  J.  l.'i;  2t)  Am.  Dec.  5'.>5.  M. 
devised  his  farm  to  his  wife  for  life,  "  the  said  real  estate  to  go 
to  J.  M.  at  her  tl(\ith,  if  any  remains,  providing  J.  M.  main- 
tains and  pri>vides  for  her  docenti}'  from  the  proceeds  of  tho 
t'arm,or  otherwise;  and  providing  the  said  J.  M.  fails  to  provide 
for  her,  then  she  is  empowered  to  call  on  selectmen  to  provide 
tor  her  in  her  own  hou.ie."  Held,  that  J.  M.  took  on  condition 
suhseipient:  Hlrminijham  v.  Lesnn,  77  Me.  494.  A  and  wife 
made  a  deed  to  B,  "and  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  after  the 
lite  estate  uf  the  grantors,  as  well  for,  and  in  consideration  of, 
the  natural  love  and  affection"  for  IJ,  "as  for  the  better  sup- 
port and  n)aintenance  of  him,  the  said  "  A.  Ifdd,  that  it  was 
ii(;t  a  condition  subsequent  that  li  should  thereafter  maintain 
and  support  tlie  grantors:  Risky  v.  McNlcce,  71  Ind.  484. 

S  2760.  Conditions,  how  Created  —  Form  of  Words 
not  Material.  —  No  particular  form  of  words  is  necessary 
to  create  a  condition,*  the  intention  of  the  parties  being 
the  test.^  When  it  is  clear  that  technical  words  have  been 
used  to  express  ideas  difl'ereut  from  their  technical  signi- 


'  Rawsnn  r.    Sclinol  District,  7  Al- 
len, I 'J.");  S;?  A. II.  Doc.  67U. 

-  [''arnliaiii  v.    Tlioiiip.^on,  34   Minn. 
3;n :  !')!  Am.  Ui'p.  51). 

riioniton  V.  TraniiiU!ll,  39  Ga.  202. 

'  .^hi'ppard  r.  Thomas,  *J()  Ark.  (517; 

Woniiaii  V.  Tea>,'ar(leu,  '2  Oliio  St.  380. 

*  Collins    V.    LavcUo,   44   Vt.    230; 

^2 


K[uscnpal  City  Mission  v.  Appleton, 
117  Mas.s.  32G;  Krantz  v,  McKiiight, 
61  Pa.  St.  232;  vSauiulers  v.  Hams,  44 
N.  Y.  2.-)3;  Walker  v.  Douglas.  70  111. 
44,");  Skinner  t'.  Sliepard,  130  Mass. 
180;  Soliier  v.  Cliurch,  109  Mass.  1; 
Urideihill  V.  R.  li.  Co..  20  Barb.  455; 
Kogau  V.  Walker,  1  Wis.  527. 
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fication,  courts  will  always  construe  them  according  to 
such  intent.^  The  use  ol"  technical  words  which  in  them- 
selves impoi't  conditions  v,j11  ordinarily  he  held  to  create 
the  same;  for  technical  words  are  presumed  to  be  used  iu 
their  legal  sense,  unless  there  is  a  plain  intent  to  the  con- 
trary .'^  The  terms  "provided  however/'  "uj-on  the  ex- 
press condition,"  etc.,  have  always  been  held  sulVicient  t^ 
create  an  estate  upon  condition;  unless  the  context  or 
something  in  the  deed  tends  to  negative  this  idea;  whilt.- 
the  words  "if,"  "if  it  shall  so  happen,"  or  other  equiva- 
lent expressions,  when  relating  to  conditions  depending 
on  contingencies,  have  been  taken  and  held  to  operate  in 
the  same  manner.^  Land  granted  to  a  person  "  on  con- 
dition," or  "provided  always,"  or  "if  it  shall  so  haj)- 
])en,"  or  "so  that  he  pay  to  another  a  specific  sum  within 
a  specified  time,"  vests  a  conditional  estate  in  tlie  grantee/ 
The  addition  of  a  clause  for  re-entry  or  forfeiture  is  gen- 
erally decisive  evidence  of  its  being  a  condition.*  But  it 
is  held  that  this  clause  is  not  necessarv  if  the  character 
of  the  condition  is  otherwise  established;  for  forfeiture 
follows  a  condition  subsequent,  upon  its  breacli,  l)y  oj K-ra- 
tion of  law;®  yet  the  presence  or  absence  of  this  clause  ha- 
an  important  bearing  upon  tlie  question  whether  th.- 
recital  constitutes  a  condition  or  a  covenant,  and  may  1" 
considered  with  other  matters  in  determining  it."  A  cnv*  - 
nant  or  condition  may  be  created  by  tlie  same  wur.l>; 
and  when  a  covenant  i'\  rorm  is  followed  by  a  clause  r.f 

'  Cent.  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Bt-al,  47  CA.  *  RiU'^hawe  >:  SjpenciT,  1  Vi>v  Sr.  14  7 
1.31;    Churchill    v.    Kc-amer,   8   Uiish,         '  EiiKr.soii  r.  .Sunpsdu,  4:i  N.  H.  47" ; 

250.  S2  Am.  IVc    liiS;    <.\)lliiis    v.    .Mm  , 

'Butler  r.  Huestis,  6S  111.  594;  L'.3  I't  Conn,  L'4'2;  Thomas  /•.  Hicnl,  47 
Am.  R.'p.  oSD;  FniiK'e's  Ustiite,  75  r,i.  M<-  :>(X):  74  Am.  Deo.  5iM(;  I'luml.  . 
8t.  •J-.'U;  DfKayr.  Irviiig.o  Dtnio,  (".ti".;  Tublis,  41  X.  Y.  44-.';  Civt-U  r.  C..!.. 
K-iiiscnjcil  Mwsion  r.  Applftou,  117  .'^pMn^zs  Co.,  3  Cul.  >•_';  A. lams  i-.  Liu- 
Mass.  o-JG.  dL-ii.  5  .\l.i.  Api>.   l'J7. 

^  •-'  \Va.shl>urn  on  Real  Rroperty,  .■^;         ^Jackson    v.    Allen,    3   Cnw.    C-Ji; 

4  Kent's    Com.  I'J'J;  Soliier  i:   Triuity  Gray  i:  Blaiiohard,  8  I'u-k,  2S4. 
Church,  lUlt  Mass.  1;  Hammoud  v.  R.         ''  Hartuiu'  r.  \\'it:e,  rvj  Wis.  285. 
R.  Co.,  15  S.  C.  10;    Hooper  v.   Cum-         «  Hartun^   v.    Witte,   .")<»  \Vi>.   •_"^'. 

ininjs,  45  Me.   359;  Gibcrt  v.  i\uler,  Parm<  he    r.    ]{.  R.    Co.,   6   N.  Y.  &U. 

35  N.  Y.  1U5.  Chai.m  e.  iiarris,  6  AUeu,  694. 
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forfeiture,  it  ^'ill  be  construed  a  comlition.'  Where  tho 
[irant  is  expressly  made  "on  condition,"  and  there  are  no 
words  controlling  or  modifying  it,  or  which  negative  in 
any  way  the  force  of  these  words,  they  will,  even  in  a 
recital,  be  construed  as  a  condition.-  "Where  the  recital, 
thouj;h  not  using  the  word  "condition  "  at  all,  yet  clearly 
shows  that  the  performance  or  non-performance  of  the  act 
named  is  the  only  consideration  or  inducement  for  the 
deL'd,  it  should  ordinarilv  be  construed  a  condition.' 

i  2761.  Conditions  Subsequent  not  Favored.  — Condi- 
tions subsequent,  because  they  tend  to  defeat  estates,  and 
because  forfeitures  are  not  to  be  extended,  are  not  favored 
by  the  courts,*  and  will  always  be  construed  s'  ictly  as 
against  the  grantor,  and  liberally  in  favor  of  the  grantee.* 
The  words  must  not  onlv  be  such  as  of  themselves  im- 
port  a  condition,  but  must  be  so  connected  with  the  grant 
in  the  deed  as  to  qualify  or  restrain  it.'  Only  upon  clear 
evidence  of  fraud,  accident,  or  mistake,  will  the  court 
permit  a  contemjioraneous  condition  to  be  ingrafted  on  a 
deed."  But  however  injudicious  conditions  annexed  to  a 
gift  may  be,  if  they  are  unanil)iguous,  and  not  unlawful, 
they  may  not  be  rejected.*     In  a  leading  case,^  it  is  said: 

'  M-re  r.  Pitts.  53  N.  Y.  S5;  Gray         *  Hoyt  v.   Kimball.  40   N.    H.   322; 

r.  Blaiiehur.l,  8    I'lik.    2i>4;    Aver   r.  M..ore  >:   Pitts,  53  N.   Y.  So;  Dur.vt-a 

ilinery.  14  Allen,  6'J.  v.  Mayor.  62  N.  Y.   502;  (;:i.ll.errv  r. 

-  Sj.  rry  v.    P..ii.i.  5  Ohi(\   .SSO;    24  Shfiilur.l,  27   Mi.^s.  2o3;  W.hi  iworth 

Am.    I»ec.    21tt;:    Cowill     v.    Colorailo  r.  P;ivne.  74  N.  Y.   1%;  .SO  Am.  Kep. 

t^l.rmgsCn.,    l(M)  U.  S.   5.');    Chi]   nun  21i!>;  "(Ikim   r.   l>;ivis.   35  Ma.   2Ub;    6 

V.  I'ni.'tf..  ij7  Me.  PAS;  Kach  v.   U  <k  Am.  hf\>.  :}S'.»;  NicoU  v.  K.  R.  Co.,  12 

IsLiu.l.  ii;  U.  .S.  G'.i;;.  X.  Y.    lai;  Hi.uper  r.   Cummiiiizs.  45 

IniMiniiohs  Railroad  C.  r.  Hoo.l.  M...  .",5i»;  Hr;'  Lstreet  r.  Clark.  2rPick. 

Gi)  Iii.l.  "iMI;  Au,«tiiir.  Caiubri.l^-eport,  3»",t;  Stiaron  Iron  Co.  r.  Erie.  41  Pa  St 

''  l''^'^-  -15.  S41;  Wheeler  r.  Walker,  2  Coiin.  2(>0; 

'  ■.Vaij;    r.    Wells.    11    \.    Y.    ol.';  7  Am.  Rep.  2G4;  WiNon  r.  (Jalt,  IS  111 

Pahi.er  v.  Foni.   70  111.    HX!;  Warner  4:il ;  .><..utiiarar.  R.  R.  Co.,  2(i  N  .1  L  13 
".    K.-niutt.  31   *'..nn.   47S:    Taylor  r.         >  I^il.eree  r.    Carleton,   53  Me.  211; 

>  itton.  1.)  (la.  103;  00  Am.  I>er.  GS2;  Em'^r.ori  r.  .^Jimpson.  43  N    H   475-  ^•' 

\\  hitt,.n  r.  Wnitton.  TxS  N.  H.  127;  75  A;m.  Dec.  IGS;  Southard  v.  h.  R.  Co.? 

Am.  l).e.  li;3;  l?rother.i  i:   McCurdv,  2ii  X.  J.  L    13 

■M  Pa.  .St.  41.7;  7S  Am.  I  tec.  3SS:  KmeT-         •  E  i.st  Line  etc.  R  R.  Co.  f.  Garrett. 

S..U  r.  .simp-ou,  43  N.  II.  475;  M)  Am.  52  Te.\,  133. 
V.y}'-  l'^\-  ^^'-'"  '■    ^1""""^'".  55  Wis.         ■•  In  re  Cole.  3  Demarest,  203 
b.i,:  I'.Mle-i  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  73  Iowa,  o2&;         »  Whitton  r.  Whitton,  3S  N.  H.  127; 

5  Am.  t5t.  Ke^.  baO.  75  Am.  Dec.  1G3. 
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"The   party  wlio  claims  a  title  derived   from  the  non- 
performance of  a  condition  subsequent  is  bound  to  show 
his  title  complete    and    perfect.      No  presumptions   are 
ordinarily  to  be  made  in  his  favor;'  if  he  has  defeated  or 
prevented  the  perforn.ance  by  any  act  or  omission  of  his 
own,  he  must  fail.     He  must,  therefore,  show  that  he  has 
done  all  that  he  is  bound  to  do  to  entitle  himself  to  the 
performance  of  the  condition.'^     Generally,  the  party  who 
is  bound  to  perform  a  condition  must  do  it  at  his  peril, 
and  the  other  party  is  not  bound  to  do  anything;  but  if, 
by  the  terms  of  the  condition,  it  is  made  the  dut}'  of  the 
party  to  do  any  act  before  the  condition  is  to  be  per- 
formed,—  as   to   give   notice   of  any  fact,  or  to   make  a 
demand,  or  the  like,  —  and  he  fails  to  do  it,  the  condi- 
tion  is   not   broken.     And   if,  in   pleading  in   any  such 
case,  the  party  fails  to  aver  the  j)erformance  of  such  act, 
with  the  time,  place,  etc.,  when  these  are  material,  his 
title  will  be  deficient.^     In  many  cases,  there  is  nothing 
in  the  terms  of  the  condition  which   requires  the  party 
who  claims  the  benefit  of  it  to  do  anything;  and  yet  the 
law  implies,  from  the  nature  of  the  contract  itself,  that 
certain  things  must  be  done  by  him  before  the  condi- 
tion is  broken,  because  it  would  otherwise  be  out  of  the 
power  of  the  other  party  to  perform  it;  and  in  such  cases 
the  effect  of  a  neglect  to  do  anything  thus  implied  is  the 
same  as  if  it  was  expressed.*     The  act  implied  must  be 
done,  and  its  performance  alleged   and   proved,  or  the 
party  can  take  no  advantage  of  the  supposed  breach  of 
the  condition.'     And  it  is  in  this  view  that  the  questions 
of  notice  and  request  are  material  in  this  case.     As  to 
the  first  of  these,  the  law  implies  that  the  parties  mu<t 
have  agreed  or  intended  that  notice  should  be  given  by 

'  Livingston  v.  Tompkins,  4  Johns,  tit.  Coiwlition,  10,  11;  Gould's  PI,  c    t, 

Ch.  41");   8  Am.  Doc.    ')'.)S;   4  Keat'a  sec.  M;  Birka  r.  Trippot,  1  S.iiiiia.  'X). 

Com.  i:{0;  2  Cru.  Dit?.  3;'),  sec.  51).  note  2. 

•'  2  Cru.  Di«.  33,  sec.  2G;  Com.  Dig.,         ♦  Watson  r.  Walker,  23  N.  H.  491. 
tit.  Comlitii.n,  L,  4-9.  "(JmiM's     I'i.adiii,',    c.    4,    ^-oo,    lo; 

»  Com.  Dig.,  tit.  Pleader,  C,  69,  73;  Arclil)old"3  Civil  Pleading,  102. 
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the  party  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  condition  of  every 
fact  necessary  for  the  other  party  to  know,  to  enable  him 
to  perform  the  condition,  and  of  every  matcial  circum- 
stance connected  with  it  which  is  within  his  peculiar 
and  personal  knowledge,  or  which  depends  on  his  choice, 
so  that  the  other  party  has  no  means,  or  no  reasonable 
means,  to  arrive  at  that  knowledge,  except  from  the 
party  himself.  But  where  the  condition  depends  on  any 
act  of  a  third  person,  no  notice  is  implied,  and  the  party 
who  is  bound  to  perform  is  bound  to  take  notice  of  such 
act.  In  the  class  of  cases  where  the  perfornmnce  of  the 
condition  depends  on  anything  to  be  done  by  the  party 
entitled  to  the  performance  to  or  with  any  third  person, 
who  is  distinctly  named  or  designated,  or  by  any  such 
third  person  to  or  with  him,  though  it  is  apparent  that 
what  is  done  is  more  properly  and  particularly  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  plaintiff,  yet,  because  the  defendant 
may  obtain  knowledge  of  it  otherwise  than  from  him, 
notice  is  not  required  to  be  given  nor  averred;  for  the 
party  who  is  bound  must  take  notice  of  it  at  his  peril."* 

§  2762.    Doubtful  Conditions  Construed  as  Covenants. 

—  Therefore  where  the  language  is  doubtful,  the  courts 
will  endeavor  to  construe  it  as  a  covenant,  rather  than  as 
a  condition."  Covenants  do  not  require  any  particular  or 
technical  words  to  create  them.^  Whatever  shows  the  in- 
tent of  the  parties  to  bir.d  themselves  to  the  performance 
of  a  stipulation  may  be  deemed  a  covenant,  without  reo-ard 


'  Dix  V.  Flanders,  1  N.  H.  427;  Wat- 
poii  r.  Walker,  '2:i  N.  ][.  41)1;  Lent »;. 
]  v.  lei  ford,  10  Mass.  2.'i8;  G  Am.  Dec. 
lli»;  Hol)arti).  Hdliard,  II  I'ick.  144; 
FarwiU  V.  Smith,  lL>  I'ick.  87;  Clouyh 
r.  Ilotliiiaii,  i")  Wfiid.  r)0();  KiiiR  f. 
ll<illand,  5  Teiiu  Hep.  GiM;  Ciitler  v. 
SoiUli.Tii,  1  Saiiiid.  11(5,  note  2;  Iloil.s- 
(lii  V.  liarridyc,  'J  .Saiiud.  (12  a.  iiotu  4. 
See  al.-io  Viii.  Abr.,  tit.  Condi iioii,  A 
(d);  U  (d);  tit.  Noiiro,  1  ,".;  Cum. 
Dig.,    tit.    Condition,    L,    6-10;    tit. 


Pleader,  C,  73-75;  Archbold's  Civil 
Pleading,  102-104,  where  the  ancient 
cases  are  colleeted. 

^  Board  of  Edncation  r.  Trustees,  G3 
111.  204;  Wheeler  v.  Daseond),  3  Cnsh. 
285;  Hoyt  v.  Kindjall,  4'J  N.  H.  ;!22; 
(rallaher  v.  Herbert,  117  111.  1G(I; 
Pownal  r.  Taylor,  10  Leii^h,  172;  34 
Am.  l)ec.  725. 

^Meyers  r.  Burns,  33  Barb.  401; 
Neweoini)  r.  Presbrey,  8  Mot.  4UG; 
Davia  v.  Lyuiau,  6  Coun.  252. 
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to  the  form  of  expression.*  Whore  a  recital,  altliou^l) 
importing  a  condition,  does  not  expressly  and  in  toruis 
declare  so,  and  provides  only  for  the  performance  of  some 
act,  or  imposes  some  bnrden  or  duty  upon  the  grantee,  but 
does  not  stipulate  for  a  re-entry  or  declare  a  fDrfeiturc, 
the  recital  will  be  construed  as  a  covenant.^  Though  the 
restriction  may  be  in  the  most  positive  and  emphatic 
terms,  if  it  clearly  imports  an  agreement,  and  does  not 
provide  for  re-entry  or  forfeiture,  it  is  always  to  be  con- 
strued as  a  covenant,  and  not  as  a  condition.'^  Where  the 
recital,  although  importing  a  condition,  provides  for  its 
breach  a  penalty  or  com])ensation  other  than  forfeiture, 
the  recital  should  be  construed  as  a  covenant.* 


§  2763.  Conditional  Limitations.  —  A  conditional  lim- 
itation is  defined  to  be  a  limitation  which  vests  an  in- 
terest in  the  estate  granted  in  some  third  person  on  a 
condition,  or  upon  an  event  which  may  or  may  not 
happen.*  An  estate  on  condition  leaves  in  the  grantor  a 
vested  right,  which,  by  its  very  nature,  is  reserved  to  him 
as  a  present  existing  interest,  transmissible  to  his  lieirs;** 
while  a  limitation  passes  the  whole  interest  of  the  gran- 
tor at  once,  and  creates  an  estate  to  arise  and  vest  in  a 
third  person  on  a  future  uncertain  contingency.' 

Illustrations.  — A  testator  gave  property  to  a  dauglitcr,  and 
provided  that  in  case  of  the  daughter's  death  "  witliout  issue"' 
the  property  was  to  go  to  certain  persons  named,  tiie  devise 
over  ■'  to  depend  upon  the  coiitingeiu'v  of  tny  daughter  dyiiiu' 
without  issue."     Tlie  daugliter  survived   the  testatrix.     JIcH. 

1  Taylor  r.   Preston,  79  I'a.  St.  ilM'r,         '  Proprietors  r.  (Jrant,  .3  (!ray,  I4;i; 

Hallott  r.  Wylie,   '.i  ,1011113.44;  'A  .\iii.  Oiilliii.l    v.    li.iwi'ii,    115    liid.    1,')0;  7 

l)ec.  457;  Bull  '•.  Follett,  5  Cow.  I7U.  Am.  .St.  Kt'i).  4'J(). 

■^C(.ii,uer   I'.    R.  K.  Co.,  Ifj   111.   :ilili;         "  Diitlaml  r.  Howcn,  ll.'i  Tml.  150;  7 

Tlionitoii   I'.   TriuniiinU,    oit    (J.i.    •_'()•.';  Am.  St.  llf|..  4'_'0;  I'roitrictor.-i  r.  ( ir.iii', 

Ratidall  ('.  LatlKiiii,  .S(i  Coim.   4.3;    La-  ItCr.iy,    147.     C(»iiiiiaru  Curiifliti.s    .. 

beree  r.  Carletoii.  5:KMc.  L'l;!.  Ivin.i,    I'ti  N.   .1.    L.   ,SS();   Nic.,11   r.    K 

»  FulK'r  V.  Ames,  4.>  Vt.  401);  Thorn-  11.  Co.,  I 'J  N.  Y.  KW;  Hooper  v.  Ciin,- 

ton  V.  Trammtll,  ."W  (in.  'JO'J;  Anthony  mini,'s,  45  .Me.  'A5'J. 
V.  Stephens,  4(i  (U.  241.  '•  Proprietors  t'.  (rrant,  3  Dray,  147; 

*  Hoard  of  Education  v.  Trustee.^  ('.3  Porlint'Lou'a  Case,  10  Rep.  4ii. 
111.  2U4;  Hartuug  v.  VVitte,  5U  Wis.  26J. 
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that  she  took  a  conditional  fee:  In  re  New  Yorl  etc.  R.  /?.  Co., 
lOo  N.  Y.  <S9.  A  fund  is  bequeathed  to  trustees  to  be  paid  to 
A  upon  lior  majority  or  marriage,  if  she  shall  have  been  raised 
and  educated  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  but  if  slie  "is  not 
educated  in  a  Catholic  seminary  or  school,  or  raised  as  a  Ro- 
man Catliolic,  in  the  faith  of  tiie  Roman  Catholic  Church,"  then 
to  testator's  daughters.  //(^?f/,  a  conditional  limitation:  Magee 
V.  OWcil.  h)  S.  C.  170;  45  Am.  Rep.  765.  A  testator  directed 
that  the  rents  of  certain  property  should  be  applied  to  the  sup- 
port of  a  certain  charity,  and  that  if  otherwise  applied,  the 
pi'opertv  should  revert  to  his  estate.  Held,  not  a  condition, 
l)Ut  a  conditional  limitation:  Theological  Education  Society  v. 
Attorney-General,  135  Mass.  285. 

§  2764.  Restrictions  as  to  Use  of  Property  or  Prem- 
ises.—Partial  restrictions  as  to  the  use  to  be  made  of  the 
property  are  legal  and  valid.'  A  condition  is  valid,  that 
all  buildings  erected  on  the  land  shall  be  set  back  a  cer- 
tain distance  from  the  street.^  So  the  following  condi- 
tions are  valid:  That  tlie  grantees  should  keep  a  saw-mill 
and  grist-mill  doing  business  on  the  premises;^  that  the 
property  should  not  be  used  for  any  except  educational, 
religious,  and  other  public  purposes.*  Where  a  deed  or 
lease  contains  a  covenant  not  to  carry  on  certain  trades 
on,  or  not  to  make  a  certain  use  of,  the  premises,  an  as- 
signee with  notice  is  bound  like  a  party  to  the  covenant.* 
The  condition  will  follow  them  into  the  hands  of  sub- 
sequent purchasers  with  notice,  and  may  be  enforced  by 
injunction.®  A  stipulation  in  a  deed  of  conveyance 
whereby  the  grantee,  in  part  consideration  for  the  con- 
veyance, agrees  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  the 


'  riuml)  V.  Tul.Us,  41  N.  Y.  442. 

•^  Liiizee  r.  Mixer,  101  Mmh.  512; 
Skimiur  v.  SlKiiar.l,  ];>0  M^is.i.  180; 
Sanborn  v.  llico,  129  M.iss.  i!S7;  Ham- 
leu  r.  W.Tner,  144  Mas^,  'AM.  Such 
a  j'c'striptioii  refers  to  the  street  as  ex- 
isting,' at  the  time  the  restriction  is 
impused,  and  not  to  it  as  aubaequently 
altered  hy  i)ulili<.'  authority:  Tohey  v. 
Moore,  I. SO  M;iss.  448.  A  restriction 
th:it  no  building  should  be  erei'tcd 
tlicreou  within  ten  feet  of  the  street 


is  not  violated  by  the  erection  of  a 
brick  wall  six  feet  liigh,  wicii  a  co[.)- 
iii!^  one  foot  high,  to  bo  useil  as  a  fuiit'o 
or  wall  on  the  line  of  the  street: 
Nowell  V.  Boston  Academy  of  Ni>tre 
Dame,  l.SO  Mass.  2011. 

^  Spiirry  r.    Pond,   5  Ohio,   387;    24 
Am.  Dec.  2%. 

♦  Warner  v.  Bennett,  31  Conn.  408. 

*  Richards  v.  llevett,  2G  Week.  Rep. 
166. 

«  Webb  V.  Robbing,  77  Ala.  176. 
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premises  conveyoil  shall  not  be  used  or  occupied  as  a  hotel 
so  long  as  certain  other  property  owned  by  the  grantor 
shall  be  used  for  that  purpose,  binds  both  the  grantee 
and  all  claiming  under  him,  and  may,  in  equity,  be  en- 
forced by  injunction.*  A  grantee  under  a  conveyance 
with  a  rorstrietion  that  none  but  a  dwelling-house  shall  be 
erected  on  the  premises,  and  that  the  "building,  when 
erected,  is  not  to  be  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  any  offensive  trade  or  calling  whatever,"  cannot  use  a 
part  of  a  dwelling  so  erected  as  a  grocery  store.'^  Carry- 
ing on  coal-yard  is  a  business  oifensive  to  the  neighbor- 
hood within  the  meaning  of  a  covenant  in  a  deed  against 
erecting  or  carrying  on  upon  the  premises  any  livery- 
stable,  slaughter-house,  tallow-chandlery,  smith's  forge, 
furnace,  etc.,  or  any  other  manufactory,  trade,  or  business 
whatsoever  which  should  or  might  be  "in  anywise  offen- 
sive to  the  neighboring  inhabitants."'  A  condition  that 
land  shall  be  used  only  for  "  court-house  purposes,"  is  not 
broken  by  a  failure  to  inclose  it  wholly,  or  by  allowing 
hitching-posts  and  a  temporary  structure  for  posting  bills 
to  be  put  up  on  the  uninclosed  portion.*  A  condition 
"  to  have  and  to  hold  for  the  use  of  said  religious  Society 
of  Friends  so  long  as  it  may  be  needed  for  meeting  pur- 
})Oses,  then  said  premises  to  fall  back  to  the  original 
tract,"  is  not  broken  by  removal  of  the  church  property 
to  adjacent  land,  where  the  premises  were  still  to  be  used 
in  connection  with  meetings  of  the  society.^ 

Where  the  covenant  was,  not  to  carry  on  any  trade, 
business,  or  calling  whatever  on  the  premises  conveyed, 
it  was  held  that  using  the  house  for  a  girls'  school  was  a 

'  Stines  v.  Donnan,  25  Ohio  St.  .'iSO.  slwlltend  to  disturl)  tlif>  quiet  or  coin- 

^  Doit  v.   fJarr.iliaii,  101  .Mass.   b'.il;  fml  of  tlie  nui^^lilmrliood  ":    Tobey  r. 

3   Am.   lli-p.     3'JS.       But  tlio    .sale   of  Moore.  I'M  .Mas-j.  4J8. 

j;ro<'urie,s  ami  provisions  i.-s  not  witiiiu  ^  JJarrow   v.    Ualuird,  8  Paigi',  ;{.')1 : 

a  restriction  foriiiililinj^    tlie  use  oi  a  35  Am.  ]>fc.  71.'<. 

luiililing  for  the  trailu  oi  a  b  '.tciicr,  or  *  lluiiry  r.  Etowah  County,  77  Al:i. 

fur  any  "nauseous    or  oti'cnsive  trade  C3S. 

V.  hatsocvcr,"  or  fur  a  purpose   "  wliicii  ''  Carter  v.  Branson,  71)  Ind.  1-i. 
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brencli.'     Where  the  words  were,  "  any  trade  or  business 
whatsoever,"  a  boys'  school    was    decifled    to   be  within 
them.''    To  use  a  liouso  as  a  private   lunatic  asylum  was 
not  a  breach  of  the  covenant,  where  the  words  "trade  or 
business"  were  explained  by  an  enumeration  of  particular 
trades,  and  by  the  general  words  "  or  any  offensive  trade," 
showing  that  only  trades  conducted  by  buying  and  selling 
were  meant.^     Where  the  lessee  was  not  to  carry  on  any 
])ub]ic  trade  or  business  whatsoever,  and  tlie  house  was  to 
be  used  as  a    private    dwelling-house  only,  it  was   held 
that  using  the  house  as  a  school  could  not  bo  said  to  be 
using  it  as  a  private  dwelling-house  only.*     Where  a  deed 
contained  a  covenant  not  to  use  any  building  erected  on 
the  land  "  otherwise  than  as   and  for  a  private  residence 
only,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  trade,"  the  court  granted 
an  injunction  restraining  the  erection  of  a  building  to 
be  used  as  a  school  or  home  for  orphan  daughters  of  mis- 
sionaries, holding  that  the  words  "not  for  any  purpose  of 
trade,"   were  words  of   addition,  and   not  of  limitation.' 
Conditions  to  use  the  pr^misps  solely  for  a  railroad  depot, 
not  to  use  other  premises  within  a  mile  for  similar  pur- 
poses, not  to  erect  any  public-house,  nor  any  other  build- 
ing, except  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  a  railroad  depot, 
and   for   accommodating,   victualing,    and    lodging    pas- 
sengers and  others,  and   for  the  sole  accommodation  of 
the  railroad  comi)any,  are  not  broken  by  selling  refresh- 
ments  and  lodging  passengers  on  the  premises;^  nor  by 
permitting  merchants  in  the  village  to  load  and  unload 
their  own  goods,  upon  their  own  premises,  on  the  line  of 
the  road  ;   nor  by  a  transfer,  under  authority  of  an  act 
of  the  legislature,   to    another  company;    nor  by  an  ex- 
tension of  the  road  beyond  its  original   terminus,  at  the 

1  Kompr.  SoluT,  1  Smii.,  N.  S..r)17.         »  Ocnnau   r.    CliRpman,     20  Week 

^  l)cie  V.   Kitlinu',  1   -Nhnile  &  S.  'Jj.  Rrp,   I4'.». 

3  l).„. ,..  iJir.l,  '2  A, I.  k  K.  nil.  '■  SoutlKird  r.  11.  K.  Co.,  20  N  J.  L 

*  Wickeuilen  v.  Webster,  0  El.  &  B.  13, 
3S7. 
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time  of  the  deed,  by  the  second  company.*  Where,  on  a 
IcMse  of  a  piiblio-houso,  the  lessee  covenanted  with  the 
plaintiff  lo  purchase  all  the  beer  which  should  be  con- 
sumed upon  the  premises  from  the  j)laintilf,  the  court 
rul('<l  that  an  assignee  was  bound  in  equity  by  the  cove- 
nant in  the  lease,  but  that  such  covenant  was  conditional 
on  the  fuilillment  of  an  implied  covenant  to  supply  good 
beer,  and  that  evidence  to  show  a  breach  of  this  implied 
covenant  on  the  plaintill's'  part  was  admissible.^  "Where 
land  was  conveyed  subject  to  a  restriction  in  the  deed  as 
to  the  carrying  on  of  certain  business  on  the  premises, 
unless  the  grantor,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  should  sell  other 
land  in  the  same  village  without  such  restriction,  a  con- 
voviince,  without  such  restriction,  by  another  grantee  from 
the  same  grantor,  of  a  lot  in  the  same  village,  the  grant 
to  him  having  contained  the  same  restriction,  was  held 
not  within  the  exception,  and  did  not  relieve  from  the 
conditio!!  of  the  deed..' 

Illustrations. —  Plaintiff  conveyed  to  W.  land  by  warranty 
deed,  signed  only  by  j)laintitf.  The  deed  contained  a  covenant 
on  behalf  of  W.  and  his  heirs  and  assigns  that  they  would  not 
erect  upon  tiie  land  any  distillery.  A  portion  of  the  land  came 
into  possession  of  defendants  through  various  conveyances. 
Defendants' deed  did  not  contain  the  covenant  against  building 
a  distillery,  and  they  subsequently  erected  one.  Ilrhl,  that  an 
action  would  lie  by  plaintifl'  to  restrain  defendants  from  using 
the  distillery.  The  covenant  bound  W.  and  his  assigns,  al- 
though he  did  not  sign  the  deed  from  plaintiff  to  him:  Atlnutir 
Dock  Co.  V.  Leavitt,  54  N.  Y.  oo;  lo  Am.  Hep.  55G.  A  removal 
of  a  depot  from  a  lot  conveyed  to  tlu;  company  "in  considi'ra- 
tion  of  the  permanent  location  and  construction  of  the  depot" 
thereon,  held,  a  reversion  of  tin;  lot  to  the  grantor:  IitiUn- 
tvipolis  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hood,  GG  Ind.  560.  A  deed  contaiiK  il 
the  condition  that  "no  buildings  which  may  be  erected  on  said 
lot  shall  be  less  than  three  stories  in  height,  exclusive  of  the 
basement  and  attic,  nor  have  exterior  walls  of  any  other  ma- 
terial than  brick,  stone,  or  iron,  nor  he  used  or  occupied  for  any 
other  purpose  or  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  dwelling-house  for 


13. 


1  Soutlianl  i;.  R.  R.  Co.,  2G  N.  J.  L. 


'  T.ukerr.  Dennis,  26  Week.  Rep.  167. 
»  riumb  V.  Tubba,  41  N.  Y.  442. 


450G 


4507 


ESTATES    IN    IlKAL    niOI'KRTy. 


§  27G5 


ere,  on  a 
with   the 

he  con- 
he  court 
tlie  covc- 
[ulitional 
ply  good 

inij>lio<l 
W  lie  re 
3  deed  as 
)reinises, 
lell  otlior 
n,  a  eon- 
tee  from 
lie  grant 
was  held 
rom   tlie 


warranty 
covenant 
'ould  not 
md  came 
/eyaiices. 
building 
,  that  an 
)ni  using 
<igns,  al- 
Afliintir 
rcnioviil 
jnsidcra- 
3  depot" 
':    Jiidia- 
ontiiined 
1  on  said 
t'e  of  the 
ther  nia- 
.1  for  any 
[louse  for 

:.Rcp.  1G7. 
Y,  44-'. 


tlip  term  of  twenty  years"  from  a  certain  day.  IlchJ,  that  the 
limitatiim  of  time  applied  oidy  to  the  mode  of  use  and  oecupa- 
tion,  and  not  to  tin;  height  of  the  buildings  or  the  materials  of 
the  outer  walls:  KccniiKj  v.  Ai/Hufj,  12(5  Mass.  404.  A  deed 
conveyed  land  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  a  street  only,  the 
title  to  revert  if  the  land  should  be  used  for  any  other  purpose. 
An  intruder  obstructed  the  street  for  ten  months,  and  the  owner 
claimed  a  forfeiture.  Jleld,  that  the  title  was  not  forfeited  under 
the  condition:  Carpenlrr  v.  G ruber,  GG  Tex.  4G5.  Land  was 
conveyed  with  the  restriction  that  no  building  should  be  erected 
"within  twenty  feet  of  C.  Street."  Tlie  front  wall  of  a  build- 
ing erected  was  twenty  feet  from  C.  Street,  but  a  part  of  the 
roof  and  a  dormer  window  were  less  than  twenty  feet  from  C. 
Street.  Held,  a  violation  of  the  restriction:  Bagnall  v.  Dariex, 
IK)  Mass.  7G.  A.  the  owner  of  land,  conveyed  it  to  C,  "its  suc- 
cessors and  assigns,"  to  be  used  for  seiiool  purposes  only.  C 
subsequently  sold  the  land,  and  A  entered  for  condition  broken. 
Held,  tluit  the  terms  of  the  grant  authorized  the  sale:  Tni/lnr  v. 
1)1)1  ford,  o7  Ohio  St.  262.  A  deed  conveying  premises  for  church 
jiur[)oses  provideil  that  the  seats  in  the  church  should  be  forever 
free;  "  if  the  seats  of  the  church  ....  shall  he  rented  or  sold, 
then"  the  premises  should  revert  to  the  grantor  or  her  heirs. 
Tlie  church  was  sold  for  the  debts  of  the  society  under  an  order 
of  court.  Held,  no  breach  of  the  condition:  Woodicorth  v.  Pm/ne^ 
74  N.  Y.  196;  30  Am.  Rep.  298.  A  lease  described  the  prem- 
ises, consisting  of  five  acres,  by  metes  and  bounds,  and  con- 
chided  as  follows:  "Containing  a  certain  steam  saw-mill, 
dwelling-house,"  etc.,  with  the  privilege  of  using  all  the  tindx-r 
on  the  premises,  but  restricting  the  use  of  the  valuable  tind)er 
to  mill  purposes  or  the  improvement  of  the  premises.  Held, 
not  to  restrict  the  use  of  the  premises  to  mill  purposes:  Iveed  v. 
Lewis,  74  Ind.  433;  39  Am.  Rep.  b8. 

§  27G5.  As  to  Intoxicating  Liquors.  —  A  condition  that 
the  grantee  shall  not  uso  or  sutler  the  premises  to  be 
used  for  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
thereon  is  valid.'  So  is  a  condition  that  intoxicating 
liiiuors  should  never  be  manufactured,  sold,  or  otherwise 
disposed  of  as  a  beverage  in  any  place  of  public  resort  on 
the  premises.^     Where  a  condition  was,  that  the  grantee 

1  Plumb  V.  Tubhs,   41   N.   Y.   442;  N.  Y.  35;  13  Am.  Rep.  556;  Smith  v. 

to  hns  Mfg.  Co.  V    Marcy,  25  Coim.  Barrie,  5G    Mich.   314;   5(5  Am.    Rep. 

24-';    OBriea   v.    Wetherill,    14    Kan.  391. 

OIC;  Cowell  w  SprinirsCo.,  100  U.  S.  MVatrons  v.   Allen,  57  Mich.   362i 

uo;  Atlautic  Duck  Co.  v.  Leavitt,  54  58  Am.  Rep.  363;  Cowull  v.  Colorado 
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sliall  not  soil  liquor  on  tiie  lan'l,  unle??  tlie  cr.mtor  shall 
petniit  it  to  bt-  .i'-no  in  the  same  place,  a  sale  of  a  glas*  >>i 
li-jiii.r  upon  another  1  it  conveyed  by  the  grantor,  in  lii; 
pr-.-f'-nce,  au'l  without  objection  by  him,  wa:  hvld  not  a 
"permission"  by  hi.n  within  the  condition.' 

.i'  2766.  Other  Restrictions  Valid —A  .^rrant  of  land 
upMi  condition  tliat  the  ;_'rantoe  -liall  settle  th».'re>''n  a 
specific  number  of  families  within  a  speciiie  1  tin.e  is  a 
gooi]  conditi'in  sub;cquent,  and  its  breach  r>rftdts  tlie 
e.-tate.'  So  tliv  f.dlowing  conditions  have  been  hvld  valid: 
A  condition  that  the  land  shall  be  u«ed  for  a  cemetery:" 
a  condition  the  ?aid  K.  ".-hall  maintain  mvself  and  mv 
wife  during  t>ur  natural  liv- -"■;*  a  condition  annexed  to  a 
cuuvevance  in  fee  for  re--, 


Springs  C'-"  .  1'>D  U.  .^.  ;'o.  the  court 
Eiviiij:  "Tiie  vah  iity  <.•/  ti:e  i-.'D'iitioa 
is  a>»Ai!ed  by  tiie  def-.'ii  i  tn:  as  re[''Jg- 
n.tiit  to  the  estate  couveyeJ.  Hia 
C'inrention  is.  thnt  as  tlie  grant:!i^' 
v.jrds  of  the  lieeJ  purpart  to  trAiisfer 
the  land,  and  the  entire  interest  of 
tiie  company  thorein,  he  fx.k  :l.e 
pr. 'perty  in  a' 'S^ 'lute  owuersliip,  with 
l;l>erty  to  use  it  m  any  lawful  iiiaiit.er 
wiiicii  he  m  ^'ht  choi'se.  With  such 
use  the  conditKJn  is  inconsistent,  and 
he  therefore  insists  that  it  is  repng- 
n»nt  to  the  estate  ^rante  i.  But  tne 
atiswer  is.  that  the  tivn-.-r  of  pr-'j^erty 
has  a  '■ight  to  ■ii-pose  of  it  with  a 
limited  restriction  ci:  its  use.  h.iwever 
niuch  the  restrictic^n  may  aricct  the 
v:ilae  or  the  natiire  of  ti^e  estate.  Ke- 
pn.-nant  conditions  are  tliose  which 
t-cnd  to  the  utter  suiivers.fia  of  the 
e-tate:  such  as  proliibit  entirely  the 
alienation  or  use  of  the  pr./j>erty. 
C":i'i;t:on3  v'iuch  prohibit  its  al.en.i- 
ti'in  to  partcular  pers-ns,  or  for  a 
l.initvd  p'.Tiod,  or  Its  subjection  to 
p:«rticii!ar  uses,  are  not  subver-ive  of 
the  estate;  th'-y  do  not  destroy  or 
l.niit  itj  alienrtile  or  iuherital  le  ci.ar- 
acter:  ^hep.  Touch.  12^,  lai.  The 
r--port*  are  full  of  cases  wiiere  con  ii- 
f..i:is  iuip.'sing  restrictions  up.m  tne 
uses  to  which  p.'i''-erty  cinvt-yed  in 
Ice  u.ay  L»e  ■. ul-'z-.u-a  tiave   ;j^ta  up- 


iry  (if  the  grantor  on   non- 

hel  i.  In  this  way  siau^hter-honses. 
s..ap-:actories,  distilleries,  livery- 
st:\bies,  tanneries,  an  i  machine-sh.  p?. 
have.  Ill  a  multitude  of  instan*.*^,  been 
excluded  from  particular  b-calit:e«, 
v^nich,  thus  frcrd  from  unpleasant 
sights,  noxious  vap'ors,  or  di?iurb;Lj; 
n.ises,  have  beci'ine  desirable  a^ 
places  for  re-i  icnces  of  families.  To 
L..1  i  that  C'^n  jiii<.as  for  their  exclu- 
sion from  premises  conveyed  are  in- 
cperative  w^uld  defeat  nnn;er'''Us 
arrar..'ement^  in  our  large  cities  for  the 
health  and  com'ort  of  wiiole  neighi'or- 
h<'»>is.  The  coii'iitiou  in  the  dt-ed  of 
the  phintitf  aga.nst  the  manufacture 
'■r  tiie  s-rtle  of  ;i.t-<..xic-atii.g  liquors  as  a 
beverage,  at  any  plice  of  public  res.Tt 
on  tne  prc:i:ista,  was  not  subversive 
of  the  estate  convevi-d.  It  left  the 
estate  alienaljle  and  inherit-able,  an  i 
free  to  be  sub;.-cte  i  to  otlier  usrs.  I* 
was  n-'t  unlawful  nor  against  pull. 
p'licy,  I'Ut  on  the  contr.iry.  it  wa- 
i!nj>.'sed  in  the  interest  of  publu 
L--- dth  and  morality." 

'  riumb  r.  TubbV.  41  N*.  Y.  44-: 

•  Chapman     r.     I'.n.Tre,     67     Mc 
19v 

•  Brnnctt  r.  Culver,  i'l  N.  Y.  250. 

•  T;...m-.s  ■<:  lU  .vri.  47  Me.  '»K):  7-i 
A-n.  I'ec.  .xni  Blake  r.  B..ike.  .'■■ 
^V:i.  o'J-2;  L>Ci  ng  ».  bvl.iiii,  6o  Wi*. 
•" '  1 
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jMvment  of  rent;'  a  comlitiou  in  a  deeJ  conveying  a  fee 
ihiit  ihe  conveyance  i?  to  be  void  upon  failure  to  pay  the 
purchase-money;*  a  condition  tliat  the  grantee  shall  save 
the  grantor  harmless  from  certain  debts;*  a  condition  that 
the  grantee  shall  pay  tlie  yearly  interest  on  a  certain 
sum.  until  the  covenants  bet'ore  mentioned  are  comj-lied 
with:'  a  condition  that  the  land  shall  revtrt  unless  within 
a  certain  time  the  town  shall  erect  theiC'^i  a  certain 
luilding  proper  ior  municij'al  j-urposes,  inclu'iinga  "pub- 
lic hall";*  a  con-lition  in  a  conveyance  to  a  roa-l  corj-ura- 
tiou  that  they  should  reasonably  maintain  their  road:''  a 
condition  that  none  of  the  property  shall  be  given,  j^aid, 
or  lent  to  the  devisee,  a  nephew's  father;"  a  condition  that 
a  so;i  is  not  to  make  any  changes  in  the  property  without 
!jis  father's  consent,  and  not  to  contract  any  debt  that  might 
involve  it,  and  to  divide  it,  wiih  his  father's  other  prop- 
erty, nj'un  his  father's  death,  with  his  lather's  other  t-liil- 
dren;-  a  condition  that  a  bequest  i?  to  be  paid  to  a  grand- 
:''>:\  on  his  arrival  at  thirty  years  of  age,  if  he  has  learned 
u  useful  trade,  business,  or  profession,  and  is  of  good  moral 
character,  all  of  which  the  executors  are  to  determine;'  a 
condition  that  in  no  case  is  the  general  conference  of  the 
M-ih'..di=t  Episcopal  Church  to  have  any  right  in  said 
premises  and  building,  or  take  any  control  or  direction  of 
the  same;"'  a  condition  that  if  any  or  either  of  my  children 
shall  enter  a  caveat  against  this  mv  will,  he  or  thev  shall 
p..y  '-xpvnjes  of  both  sides;"  a  devise  of  a  tract  of  land  to 
a  son  of  a  testator,  "  if  he  be  living  and  returns  to  the 
C'Vjniv  of  Oraniie.'*'* 


•  Vaa  Keasselaer  r.  Bin,  19  X.  Y. 
lOJ. 

'  Tiylor  r  Sutton,  15  Ga.  Iu3;  i.X) 
A:n.  Dc?.  GyJ. 

»  M>cn.s-t!i  .S:ate  Bmk  r.  H,\*f.nr:8, 


*  C^jmelius   r.   Iv:ii5,    20   N.    J.    Lu 
o.  0. 

■  In  re  Hohrr.an.  ST  Hun.  '250. 

*  \V;  -..a  V.  W.U'i).  !>j  ]:,  i    47'2. 

*  \N  tu-:er   r   Morru,  06  \Wa.  3o6; 


1  C>.'U^'.  ..M  ch.,  •.>•.':.:  41  A  a.  l>ce.  otj;  57  Am.  K-rj..  27S. 

M.cnigin  .<tate  li.iak  r.  Hdinmoud,  1  ^M.una  ,-.  R.oharls.  16  Grav.  SOO 

L'..r;u'.  (M.ch.i  527.  "  H..  i  r.  Ho.t,  42  N.  J.  K-i'Sn^;  :0 

«  t,  .rt*r  r.  Chiulron.  21   A'a    72.  Am.  K-  p.  4.3. 

*  C;:i.'ke  r.    l].-..okn..la,  Si   Mo.   i^J3;  •'  Rccves  r.  Ciaij,  1  Wios.  L.  No.  1: 

51  Aai.  Fvcp.  2-iJ.  203. 
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Illustrations.  —  A  testatrix,  living'  in  the  family  of  B,  wills 
as  follows:  "1  will  that,  loath  to  oH'ciid   l>y  tin-  word   'pay'  the 
prntToUH   t'l'i-'liiiLrs  of  my   iVicinls,  whose  kiiidin'ssfs  to  me  have 
hfi'ii  many  and  loii^,'  contiiiiird,  etc.,  to   15  and  his  wife"  a  cer- 
tain lot  of  land.     )/(/(/,  a  conditional  devise,  forfeited  by  ll's 
rommencinfi;  a  suit  for  lioard  of  the  ti'statrix,  and  that  the  <'on- 
tlition  did  not  all'ect  a  residuary  he(|uest  in  the  same  will:    //'//»- 
(jood  V.  Ifi)vtililnn,  L'2  Pick.  4S().     After  a  devise  to  another  for 
life,  land  is  devised  to  one  in  fee,  j)rovid(Hl   that  he  pay  the  h'^'a- 
C'ies  fiiven  hy  the  will,  and  thi^  le^'acicH  are  <lirected  to  he  paid 
by  the  devisee,  his  heirs,  executors,  etc.,  on  his  or  their  eoniinj^ 
into  |)ossessi()n.     Ilrld,  that  the  payment  of  the  legaoiits   is  a 
c'onditit)n  of  the  devi.se,  and  upon  the  refusal  of  the  devisee  or 
his  lieins  to  aecei)t  the  devise,  and  pay  the  lejiacies,  the  land 
descends  to  tlie  testator's  heirs,  ehargeahle  in  equity,  however, 
with  i)ayment  of  the  legacies:  Birdxnll  v.  Jlrtrh-K,  1  I'aige,  32; 
ItJ  Am.  Dec.  392.     Land   was    purchased   for  the  ])ur|>ose  of 
erecting  a  hotel  hy  an  association,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  in- 
dividual meinhers  in  undivided  eluires,  uj)on  condition  tliat  the 
premises  should  be  lield  by  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in 
common  witli  each  other,  without  partition  or  division.     Held, 
that  the  condition  was  not  invalid,  and  that  the  parties  claindng 
under  the  deeds  were  estoi)ped  from  demanding  partition:  JIunt 
V.  Wright,  47  N.  H.  300;  03  Am.  Dec.  451. 

§2767.     What   Conditions  are  Void  — In  General.— 

Conditions  are  void  which  are  impossible  or  unlawful.* 
Under  this  rule  the  following;  conditions  have  been  held 
invalid,  viz.:  Conditions  in  general  restraint  of  marriage;* 
a  condition  annexed  to  a  devise  to  a  married  woman,  that 
she  shall  not  live  with  hor  husband ;'  a  contlition  attached 
to  a  devise  to  a  son,  that  he  shall  not  live  with  or  contrib- 
ute anything  to  the  support  of  his  wife;*  a  condition 
that  the  land  shall  not  be  subject  to  attachment  or  levy 
on  execution.*     So  conditions  subsequent  are  void  which 


'  Wliitney  v.  Sjioncer,  4  Cow.  .SO; 
Pcojile  etc.  V.  Sofit'ty  etc.,  1  Paine, 
G.VJ;  Hughes  v.  Eilwanls,  9  Whoat. 
4'.»:^;  .Mitchel  V.  Reynokls,  1  ^P.  Wina. 
IbSl;  Harvey  t>.  Aston,  1  Atk.  .SGI. 

^  See  nnffi,  ■Division,  I.,  Huslwnd 
ami  Wife;  Randall  v.  Marhlo,  G'J  Me. 


in  restraint  of  niarnatio,  and  is  valid: 
Siunniit  v.  Ydunt,  lO'.l  Ind.  .')0G. 

'■'  Ciinrad  r.  Long,  'Xi  Midi.  78. 

'  In  re  Putter,  li  Deniarest,  1(»8. 

"  Mlackstone  lJ;ink  v.  D.ivis,  'Jl  Pick. 
42;  .S-JAni.  Dec.  'J41;  MeClearyr.  Kllis, 
54  Jowa,   :U1;    'M  Am.    Rei).  L'Oa;   De 


310;  -M  Am.  Rep.  281.  A  devi>se  to  I'ey.slcr  r.  .Miclia.d,  G  N.  Y.  4(17;  57  Am. 
the  testator's  widow,  "ao  long  as  .she  Dec.  47U;  Walker  r.  Vincent,  ID  I'.a. 
remaius  my  widow,"  is  not  a  condition    St.  309;  Hall  v.  Tufts,  18  Pick.  455. 
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arc  ropii,<;iiant  to  tlio  oslato  ;;ranto(l  or  devised,*  If  the 
IciiiH  of  a  devise  empower  tht>  devisee  to  dispose  of  tlie 
properly,  a  limitation  over  is  void  for  repii^Miaiicy.'  So 
u  devisee  (o  one's  cdiildren,  "  in  case  they  inhahit  the  town 
of  II.,"  has  heon  h(dd  void  as  repu,i,niant  to  the  estate 
given;*'  so  has  a  condition  annexed  to  a  devise,  that  the 
])erson  who  may  have  the  rigid,  is  to  procure  an  act  of 
the  li^gislature  for  tiie  cliange  of  ids  name,  "tog<dher  with 
his  talving  an  oatli,  hefore  lie  lias  possession,  tliat  he  will 
not  make  any  change  during  his  life,"  in  the  will,  rela- 
tive to  the  real  estate;*  so  has  a  condition  that  the  legatee 
shall  not  dispute  or  contest  the  will,  on  [»enalty  of  forfeit- 
ing his  legacy,  unless  the  testator  provides  that  the  legacy 
shall  go  to  anotluir  person  on  hreach  of  the  condition.* 

Tlm'stuatio.n's.  —A  testatrix  gnvo  her  whole  estate  to  her 
pon,  and  in  nnolhor  clause  directed  that  if  her  son  should  die 
witliout  leaving  a  will,  tiien  the  whole  estate  ehould  goto  her 
grandehildrt'ti.  Held,  that  the  condition  was  repugnant  to  the 
estate  in  fee  granted  to  her  son,  and  was  void:  Moore  v.  Sanders, 
15  S.  C.  '140;  40  Am.  Kcp.  TO.}.  A  brother  gratuitously  deeded 
to  his  two  sisters  a  leasehold  property,  to  hold  the  same  as 
tenants  in  common  for  hoth  lives,  with  remainder  to  the  sur- 
vivor for  life,  or  so  long  as  hoth  should  remain  unmarried, 
and  from  and  after  the  marriage  of  either,  then  to  the  one  re- 
maining unmarried  for  life.  Held,  not  invalid  as  in  restraint 
of  marriage:  Arthur  v.  Cole,  56  Md.  1(H);  40  Am.  Kep.  40<).  A 
testator  deelared  the  provision  made  for  his  son  i)y  his  will  to 
1)0  upon  th(!  condition  that  he  should  not  marry  a  daughter  of 
A.  J.  Cameron,  of  R,  There  were  two  persons  residing  at  R. 
named  A.  J.  CaiiKTon.  one  of  whom  had  a  daughter,  to  whom 
the  soil  of  the  testator  was,  at  the  time  of  the  will,  engaged  to 
1,'e  married;  the  other  of  whom  had  no  daughters.     Ileld,  that 


JUit  a  cruiilitioii  in  a  devise  of  a  life  in- 
terest, that  it  sliill  I'Hiise  on  judgiiu-'nt 
agiiinst  deviseo  being  rocnveretl  in  a 
onditor's  suit  instituted  to  reaeh  it, 
and  tliat  tlie  exeeuturs  shall  thereafter 
apiiiy  thi:  income  to  the  sujuiort  of  the 
devisee's  family,  is  not  re[)ngnant  to 
the  estate  devised,  nor  conti-ary  to 
l)id)lie  policy,  and  is  valid,  and  a  ered- 
tor  cannot  reach  such  interest,  unless 
the  iucomo  exceeds  what  is  necessary 


for  sujiport:  Brainhall  p.  Ferris,  14 
K.  Y.  H;  67  Am.  Dec.  113. 

'  llona  V.  Meier,  47  Iowa,  C07;  29 
Am.  Uep.  4i):<. 

'  Rona  V.  Meier,  47  Iowa,  607;  29 
Am.  Rep.  4l);i. 

*  Newkerk  v.  Ncwkerk,  2  Caincs, 
345. 

*  Tavlor  v.  Mason,  9  Wheat.  325. 

'  Mallet  V.  Smith,  ti  Rich.  Eq.  12; 
60  Am.  Dtjc.  107. 
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the  condition  was  not  void,  but  tho  son,  b}'  contracting;  tli(>  pm- 
hibitcd  marriage,  forfeited  the  estate:  (Jmydon  v.  Grayduu,  2;{ 
N.  J.  Eq.  22t). 

§  2768.  As  to  Alienation. — A  condition  in  a  grant  in 
fee  tiiat  the  grantee  shall  not  alien  is  void.*  Thus  the 
following  conditions  have  been  held  invalid,  viz.:  A  con- 
dition  that  the  grantee  shall  not  alienate  tlie  land,  or  that 
it  shall  not  be  sold  for  his  debts;'*  a  condition  that  the 
grantee  shall  not  alien,  or  that  he  shall  pay  a  sum  of 
money  to  the  grantor  upon  alienation;^  a  condition  re- 
quiring a  devisee  to  i)ay  a  sun)  of  money  U])on  aliening 
the  estate,*  a  restriction  upon  a  devisee  in  fee  that  he 
should  not  dispose  of  the  estate  during  a  period  named,' 
or  until  his  son  comes  of  age.''  The  rule,  however,  is  not. 
infringed  by  providing  in  a  deed  to  several  that  the  estate 
shall  not  be  subject  to  partition,  as  the  right  of  alienation 
still  remains;^  nor  to  grants  from  the  United  f^tates,  which, 
under  the  constitution,  may  imjiose  any  restiietion;^  :ior 
to  a  deed  of  a  pew  in  a  chuich  pursuant  to  a  by-law  of  the 
society.^  A  condition  in  partial  restraint  of  alienation, 
as  that  tho  grantee  shall  not  alienate  for  a  particular  time 
or  to  a  particular  person  or  j)ersons.  is  good.'"    The  alien- 

'  Bbickstoiie  Rank  v.  Davis,  '2\  Pirk.  417;  Brothers  v.  McCiirdy,  3C  Pa.  St. 

■!'J;    :V_>   Am.    I-»oc.   '2-l\;    Co.    i.it.   -JOo;  407;  7S  Am.  Doc.  :JSS. 

Bramlon    v.    R<>l)in.son,    IS    Vi.s.    4'J1»;  ^  De    Peyst.T   v.    .Micliarl,   G  N.    V. 

Gailberry  v.  iSliepiard,  '21  Mi.-;.s.   '2iC;  4(J7;  57  Am.  Deo.  470.      Hut  soe  .lark- 

McWilliains    ".    Ni.sly,   'J    Scij,'.   k   R.  son  v.   Scliutz,    IS  Julms.  174;  9  Am. 

5i;i:  7  Am.  i»on.  (i.')4:  Doihlcr's  Aii(ifal,  J)<^c.    1!».'). 

64  Pa.  St.  ()•_•:{;  Rodilonl  --.  Hn.kiii.m,  *  Kiii^r  >\  Riirchell,  Anil).  .S79. 

Iti.Tur.  211.';   lOKni;.   L.  \  Iv|.  ti4;   M(-  •  .Mainllthaiini      r.      McDouull.     'J9 

C'loai-y  I'.  KUis,  .>l  Jowa,  .'jll;  :)7  Ain.  Mich.  7<S;   18  Am.  Hep.  01. 

Rep     20."i;  Do    Povstur  r.  Micli.u'l,   (i  •- Roo.st  \cit  v.    'riiurman,   1    Johns. 

N.    Y.   407;   57    Am.    Deo.  470.     "A  Ch. 'J'JO. 

conilition  or  rostriction   whioli   would  '  Hunt  -    Wrigli<;,  47  N.  H.  390;  9,'i 

8Us|i"nil  all  power  of  alionation  for  a  ,\m.  Prr   4."il. 

sin-lo  (lay  i,i  inconsistent  with   the  es-  "^  Farrin^ion    v.    Wilson,     2'J     Wi-. 

tati;  granted,  unrea.-ional>U',  and  vmd":  3S;{. 

Muidltdmum   V.   .McDoiiell,  1".)   Mich.  »  Fn'n.-li    v.    Old    South    Soc,    lii:i 

7.S;   IS  Am.   Rep.  01.     See  note  to  Do  Mass.  47',». 

Peystcr  v.    Mioiiail,  ia  57  Am.   Dec  '"  D.-    Peyster  v.   Mi. •had.  (5  N.  V 

4R-47'.>.  4i;7;    57    Am.    Dec.    470;    Hlackston,' 

'  .MeCleary  »•.   Eilis,   5t    Iow:i,   .'1'];  liink  >:    Divi.s,   '21    Pick.   4-.';  :i'J   .\u, 

37  Am.    R  p.  'JO.'t;   Vor-iier  r.  \'oiin  ;-  ht^.     'j\\-    Atwater    r.    Ai\\.,;.r.     M 

bloo.l,  Uua.  Kii.  C'as.  'JlIO;  L'4  Am.  i'  .-.  I>,j.tv.   iJ.JO;    yaiithwick  r.  Jordan,    IJ 
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36  Ta.  St. 

1,  6  N.  V. 
L  si'e  Jack- 
74;   9   Am. 

370. 
Douull,     'JO 

1,      1      Julius. 

ir.  3or.:  !i:{ 

2'J    \Vi.. 

Sue,     Hi' 
1,  (5  X    V 
t-_':  ;i-'  .\iii 

l\V,..T.       M 

Jordan,    l.'i 


ation  of  a  separate  cquitahle  estate  may  be  restrained  dur- 
ing the  grantee's  coverture,  and  it  is  no  ol>jeetion  to  the 
validity  of  tlio  re.-^triction  that  it  was  made  while  she  was 
unmarried.'  A  condition  in  a  will  that  a  certain  farm 
"fall  into  possession  of  AV.,  laying  this  injunction  and 
prohibition,  not  to  leave  the  same  to  any  but  the  legitimate 
heirs  of  W.'s  family  at  AV.'s  death,"  is  a  void  condition.^ 
But  a  devise  of  the  income  from  property,  to  cease  on  the 
insolvency  or  bankruptcy  of  the  devisee,  is  good.' 

Illustrations. — Lands  were  devised  to  the  testator's  sons, 
subject  to  the  right  of  the  testator's  widow  to  one  third  of  the 
reTits  and  profits  during  widowliood,  and  upon  condition  that 
the  devisees  shall  not  sell  within  a  speciticd  time,  nor  mort- 
gage or  encunilKT  the  lands.  HrJd,  that  the  device  is  absolute, 
and  the  conditions  are  void:  Andersonv.  Cary,  o()  (^hio  St.  5U6; 
38  Am.  Kcp.  ()U2,  A  testator  devised  land  to  his  children  and 
their  "licirt;"  hy  sei)arate  clauses.  By  a  suK  equent  clause,  he 
declared  that  none  of  his  children  should  have  a  right  to  sell 
or  eiicuinlxT  thi-  lands,  hut  "the  lands  shall  remain  free  for 
tlieir  children  or  iieirs,  and  they,  my  said  children,  shall  have 
the  use.  income,  and  profit  of  tlie  said  lands  and  farms  during 
their  lifetime."  V>y  still  later  clause,  he  gave  them  the  power  to 
dispose  of  tiieir  interests  "  hy  will  as  aforesaid."  Held,  that  the 
testator's  cliildren  'ouk  hut  life  estates:  Urich's  AppeuL  86  Pa. 
.St.  O'Sli;  27  .\m.  lo>j».  7(r  A  testatrix,  after  he<iueathing  lega- 
cies to  her  several  child  i,  directed  that  "the  balance  of  niy 
estate  be  equally  divided  among  the  heirs  of  my  hody,"  and 
closed  the  will  with  the  direction  that  "the  portion  that  goes  to  my 
S()MS  I  give  to  the  licirs  of  their  hodies,  and  herel-y  a^)point  each 
of  my  sons  tru.^tees,  without  bond,  of  his  respective  portion.'' 
Held,  that,  the  two  clauses  heing  in  confiic'  v.iie  latter  must  pre- 
vail, and  tlie  alisolute  estate  devised  by  the  former  was  anmdled 
by  till?  latter,  an<l  converted  into  a  trust  estate  for  the  henefit  of 
die  grandchildren:  ricrcc  v.  liidley,  1  Baxt.  145;  25  Am.  Kep. 
709. 

§  2769.     Performance  of  Conditions.  — Any  person  who 
ia>  an  interest  in  the  condition  or  the  estate  has  a  right 

Mn.^s.    113;    Lnm.lon   v.    TiiLrram,    28         '  Robinson  r.  rtandulph,  21  Fla.  (529- 
lii.l.    .?<>():  ^M.W  illi;mis   V.    Nisloy,    2     58  Am.  Koit.  C'.CJ. 

\i'?.'  1^    H"    ^'''v,"    -^"'-    '^''■'■'    ^"'^'*J         '■■  MoCuIlougli  R  Ciilinore,  11  Pa.  St. 
-M.Cullouyli    V.   (Jilmoro,    11    Pa.    «t.     370. 

'^'^'  •  Nichola  v.  Eaton,  <J1  U.  S.  704. 
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to  perform  the  condition.*     Wliero  no  time  is  fixed  for 
tlie   pert'orniauce   of  a  condition,  it   must  be   performed 
eitlier  (Liring  the  life  of  the  person  in  wliose  favor  it  13 
reserved,  or  within  a  reasonable  and  convenient  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  circumstances  of  the  case;^  but  if  such  per- 
son dies  without  performing  it,  the  right  will  not  descend 
to  his  heir,"'  though  it  is  otherwise  where  a  particular  time 
is  a}>pointed  for  the  performance/     A  condition  in  a  de- 
vise to  keep  a  liouse  in  good  repair  is  broken  by  omitting 
to  rebuild  the  house  within  a  reasonable  time  if  destroyed 
by  fire,*     Wliere  a  deed  is  made  by  a  father  to  his  son  in 
consideration  of  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  grantee  to 
maintain  the  grantor  and  pay  his  debts,  on  condition  that 
if  he  fails  to  do  so  the  grantor  shall  have  a  right  of  re- 
entry, the  grantee  may  insist  on  liaving  the  justice  of  an 
alleged  debt  of  the  grantor  established  before  paying  it; 
but  if  he  refuses  to  pay  after  it  has  been  established  by 
a  board  of  arbitrators,  there  is  a  breach  of  the  covenant 
and  condition  in  the  deed.®     An  estate  by  deed,  defeasi- 
ble if  the  grantee  die  with  children  living,  is  saved  if  one 
child  survives.' 

Ii,rrPTRATio\s. —  A  devise  of  real  eptato  was  upon  the  condi- 
tion tliat  the  devisee  should  remove  to  aiid  reside  upon  the 
land,  and  make  it  his  permanent  home,  with  remainder  over 
in  easf  of  breach  of  the  condition.     Held,  that  the  removal  of 


*  Simonda  v.  Simonds,  3  Met.  558; 
Vcriiioiit  r.  Society,  2  Paine,  .'J4S;  Wil- 
son V.  Wilsmi,  i}S  .Nle.  18,  (il  Am.  J>ec. 
2-7.  A  (uiKlilion  in  a  deed  for  the 
EL-piiort  of  tlu'  grantor  <lniinL;  liis  life 
niay  i)e  performed  l)y  anotlicr  th m  the 
•irui'ee,  nnless  it  he  expressly  stipn- 
lateil  that  tiie  support  shall  he  fur- 
nished hy  the  grantee  iiersonally:  Jos- 
l\u  r.  Parlin,  54  Vt.  (JJO;  Wd.son  v. 
Wilson,  ;<!>  Me.  18;  (il  Am.  Dec.  227. 
An  interest  was  given  to  each  one  of  a 
class  of  persons  severally,  uiioii  a  cou- 
dition  tliat  they  respt'Ctively  relea.se  a 
joint  claim  against  the  testator.  Held, 
that  cai'h  individual  was  to  perform 
the  condition  for  himself,  and  further, 
that  a  forfeiture  aruuig  from  a  aoa- 


performance  of  the  condition  fell  into 
the  iiiidispused  of  snr|dus:  Duulap  v. 
Inj^ram,  4  .loncs  Ivj.   ITS. 

-  i'iiilay  ?).  Kin^',  .S  IVt.  374;  P.oss 
V.  Tninain,  2  Met.  4'.».");  ilaniilton  v. 
Elli(.tt,  5  Serg.  k  K.  :{7.');  Itayden  r. 
Stouuhton,  r>  Pick.  ;VJ<S;  Wheeler  r. 
\V,ili<cr,  2  Tonn.  IKti;  7  Am.  Dec.  2()4; 
Mead  V.  IJullaid,  7  Wall.  2H0.  IVr 
formaiu'e  may  he  presumed  from  lapse 
of  time:   Vox  r.   I'iulps,  17  VVeiid.  3'j:i. 

*  I  (lieenl.  Cruise,  VXi. 
«M,uksr.  .Marks,  I  Ahr.  Cas.  E-plOi'.. 
"  Tilden  ('.  Tddeii,  i;{  Cray,  iO.X 

•  .lackson  V.  Tii[)ping,  1  U'ead.  388; 
19  Am.  Dec.  515. 

'  I'lerson  f.  Arniatroug,  i  Iowa,  282; 
63  Am.  Dec.  440. 


4514 


4515 


ESTATES    IN    REAL    PROPEKTY. 


§  2770 


:ed  for 
formed 
ir  it  is 
me,  ac- 
ch  pcr- 
lescend 
ir  time 
1  a  de- 
nitting 
stroyed 
son  ill 
,11  tec  fo 
on  that 
;  of  re- 
e  of  an 
^'ing  it; 
bed  by 
)venant 
defeasi- 
1  if  one 


e  condi- 
poii  the 
Icr  over 
loval  of 

fell  into 
Duuhip  V. 

374;  Ross 

iiiiltoti  t', 
i;iyiieii  r. 

hec'er    ('. 

Dec.  'JtU; 
I'M).  \\-r- 
roin  liipsL' 

uJiil.  3i):(. 

,3.  E<i.lOt'.. 
■,  lO.i. 
I'eml.  388; 

Iowa,  282; 


the  devipoe  to  the  lands  within  the  time  specified,  and  hia  rosi- 
dence  tht/von  with  the  honn  fide  intention  of  making  it  his  per- 
manent home,  fulfilled  and  forever  discharged  the  condition, 
and  vested  the  title  entirely  in  him.  His  subsequent  removal 
from  the  premises  did  not  (lefeat  the  title:  Brundarje  v.  Domet^fic 
etc.  i^fimnnnry  Soc,  60  Barb.  204.  A  devise  was  of  all  the  tes- 
tator's property  to  O.,  "after  his  mother  shall  cease  to  be  my 
widow,  providing  he  shall  live  on  the  place,  and  carry  it  on  till 
that  time  in  a  workmanlike  manner."  Ifrld,  that  the  devisee 
loses  all  his  rights  if,  during  the  time  his  mother  remains  tl)e 
testator's  widow,  he  voluntarily  quits  the  place  and  neglects  to 
carrv  it  on:  Marston  v.  Mdiston,  47  Me.  495. 

§  2770.    When  Performance  Excused  or  Waived.  — The 

performance  of  the  condition  is  excused  where  perform- 
ance becomes  impossible,'  or  is  prohibited  by  law,^  or  the 
]iarty  to  be  benefited  by  the  condition  refuses  to  accept 
{irrformance,^  or  has  rendered  it  impossil)le  or  unneces- 
sary.^ rerformance  may  be  waived  by  the  party  who  is 
to  have  the  benefit  of  a  condition.*  Acts  which  are  in- 
consistent with  the  <]aim  of  forfeiture  are  held  to  be  snffi- 
cieit  evidence  of  such  waiver,"  though  it  is  otherwise  as 
to  a  more  silent  acquiescence.^  And  where  the  condition 
is  once  performed  or  waived,  it  is  gone  forever,  and  the 
grantee  cannot  enter  for  a  subsequent  breach.^  A  con- 
dition may  be  broken,  entitling  the  grantor  to  claim  a 
forfeiture,  yet  if  he  afterward  accept  a  performance,  he 
will  be  hold  to  have  waived  the  forfeiture.®  Where  the 
grantor  is  in  possession  at  the  time  of  condition  broken, 

>  Vanhomer.  Dorranof,  2D,ill.  317;  EnficUl   Co.  r.    R.    R.    Co.,    7   Conn. 

Merrill  >:  Kmery,   10  Tick.   507.     See  45. 

Ln^'litL'i's  ( 'ase,  5  Riji. 'Jl ;  Ooiiner  c.  "Andrews  v.    Sentcr,    32   M'\    'JD-l; 

Y'liiiii;,   lis  Ala.   X'v;   Mhilj-   r.    I'otter,  Sharon  Ii-.m  Co.  r.  Eric,  11  I'a.  Si    lUl. 

J.T)    Mass.    l!45;  .rftr.Tsuirvillc  .-to.    K.  '  M.-rnlifld    v.     Cohleiiili,    4    (Jusli. 

R.  ('...  c.  Harbour,  S'.»  I nd.   .^75.  184;    Jackson   v.    Chrysler,    1    Joiuis. 

'  Aii;il('.sea  V.    C'huroh    Wardens,    6  Caa.  1'2(). 

Q-  H    114.  1-1   (ireenl.   Cruise,  495;  Di.kov    •. 

^J.uk.son  r.  Crafts,   IS  .Johns.    110.  MuColloiigh,  2  Watts  &  .«.    I(M»;   f.ud- 

♦  .h.nos  r.  ]{.  R.  1',..,  14  W.  Va.  514;  low  »•.  R.  II.  Co.,  1'2  Rirl;.  440;  .South- 
Cape  F.'.ir  ete.  R.  R.  (',.    /■.  Wdcov,.  7  ard  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  'Jti  N.  J.  L.  i:{. 
Jori.'.s.  4S1;  7S  Am.  D.'c,  'JiJO;   Klkhart  U'halker  r.  Clmlker,  1  Conn.    7S>;  6 
Cor.  Works  ('.  Ellis,  ll.'Und.  'J15.  Am.  Di-c.   200;  Jackson  t>.  Clirysler,  I 

'  Bailey  r.  Hoinan,   3   Bing.    N.   C.  .lohns.    Cas.   12G;  Coon  v.  Breckett,  2 

915;   Farloy  v.   Farley,    14  lud.    331;  N.  ii.  1C3, 
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he  waives  the  forfeitiiro  if  lie  makes  no  express  claim  *o 
hold  for  condition  broken.'  Where  land  is  conveyed 
with  certain  restrictions  on  tiie  power  of  alienation,  and 
the  grantee  aliens  in  violation  thereof,  but  by  subsequent 
events  such  restrictions  are  at  end,  his  heirs  are  estopped 
from  contesting  the  validity  of  the  conveyance.^  A  for- 
feiture will  not  be  enforced  where  the  language  of  the 
grant  makes  it  doubtful  whether  the  condition  claimed  to 
exist  was  created  by  the  language  of  the  grant,  es])ecially 
where  the  grantor's  conduct  for  a  long  period  of  time 
has  been  at  variance  with  his  claim  of  right  to  enforce  a 
forfeiture.^  If  the  coiuiition  subsequent  is  void  or  im- 
possible of  performance,  the  grantee  takes  an  absolute  es- 
tate free  from  the  condition.'* 

iLT.rsTHATioNS. —  V  tpstator  in  Pennsylvan'a  left  lands  to 
his  luirs  in  Germany,  "jirovidod  they  transmitted  to  his  exec- 
utors, witliin  six  years  of  liis  death,  {)roofs  of  tlieir  l)eing  alive." 
The  proofs  were  made  out  ])efore  tlie  six  years  expired,  l)nt 
were  not  delivered  till  after,  owinp  to  inevitabl*^  accident. 
HehU  a  suilicient  compliance:  Kiujlcfried  v.  Woelpnrt,  1  Veates, 
41.  Lots  were  sold  at  auction  from  a  tract  of  land.  One  of 
the  terms  of  sale  was  lluit  a  strip  between  the  lots  should  he 
used  for  a  railroad  oidy.  The  deeds  conveyed  the  fee  to  the 
njid<lle  of  the  strip,  subject  to  tlie  said  restriction  and  ease- 
ment. The  project  of  a  railroad  was  afterwards  abandoned. 
IMore  tlinn  twenty  years  afterwards,  an  owner  of  one  lot  sought 
to  compel  the  removal  of  a  building  from  that  part  of  the  strip 
on  tlie  lot  of  another  owner.  Ifehl,  that  ttie  suit  could  not  he 
mair-.tained,  tlie  re.striction  no  longer  existing,  and  defendant 
having  tlie  right  to  use  his  land  as  he  saw  tit:  linixia  v.  Patter, 
lo.')  Mass.  245.  I),  conveyed  to  V.  an  undivitled  third  of  a  lot 
of  land  on  condition  that  V.  agreed  to  recover  p()SSe.«,sioii  of  the 
lot  at  his  own  expense,  and  V.  employed  an  attorney  to  conduct 
the  case.  Afterwards,  on  motion  of  1).,  against  the  will  of  V., 
another  attorney  was  substituted,  who  disnii>sed  the  action  and 


507 


'  Williinlr.  Henry,  2N.  H.  120.  Am.    H.o.   24!;  Martin  r.   lUllou,    I.' 

"  McWilliains  v.  Ni.sley,  2  Serg.  &  R.     liail).  ll^'J:  I'liitcl  .States  w.  Arredoi 

;  7  .\iii.    Doc.  {j'A. 

I'lUNic  V.  New  Voi-k,  0()  X.  Y.  4" 


0    I'l.t.    74.">;    liiuk.s'lal."    r.    Klaii 


:iO 


Ml^.S.    t'i'.U;    TavlcJF    ?'.     .Suttnli,     ) ,")    (ia. 


Anlrr^.i!!  r.  Carv.  ;it)  Oliio  .St.  .".Uti;     ](«;    m   .^rii.    It-c.    (iS-j-    Nnni 


niiiry 


38  Am.   H'|).   t)()2;  Moore   /•.  Sainlcrs,     Carter,  f)  J(ine.i  E4.  'MO;  1^  \in. 

].j  .s.  C.  440;  4(1  Am.  Kip.  70;<;  Black-     'J.SI.       Alitn-  as   to  coiulitioua   prece- 

Btoue  Bank  v.  Davis,  21   Pick.  42;  32     .leut:     See  tuitt,  g  27J6. 
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commenced  another,  in  which  he  recovered  the  land.  JLld, 
that  thi.s  action  on  D.'s  i»art  prevented  its  pertbrniance  liy  Y., 
anil  excused  the  nou-perfunnance:  Houyhtoii  v.  btede,  b'6  Cal. 
421. 

§  2771,     Enforcement  of  Condition  —  And  by  Whom. — 

Upon  breach  of  the  condition,  the  party  who  has  a  right 
to  enforce    it   becomes  at  once  entitled  to  the  estate   to 
which  it  was  annexed.'     But  before  there  can  be  a  forfeit- 
ure of  an  estate  held  on  condition  subsequent,  there  must 
be  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  persons  entitled  to  insist 
u]Hni  its  performance,  and  a  refusal  on   the   part  of  the 
person  in  whom  the  title  is  vested,  whether  the  condition 
consist  in  the  payment  of  money  or  the   {)erformance  of 
some  other  act.^     So  where  the  condition    is  broken,  the 
estate  does  not  ipso  facto  revert,  but  reiiuires  an  entry,  or 
some  action   equivalent   thereto,  by   the   grantor,  or  the 
third  {)orson,  who   was  to   take  the  estate   by   limitation 
over,  in  order  that  the  estate  in  the  grantee  be  defeated.* 
But  if  the  grantor  or  the  party  entitled  to  the  benetit  of 
tlie  condition  is  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  land,  an 
entry  is  unnecessarv.*     Conditions  subsequent  beincr  for 
the  benefit  only  of  the  grantor  and  his  h  'irs,  they  only 

'IGicenl.    Cruise,    504;    Wod.lruflF  tract   Co.,   9     Bn  ih,    202;    Osiiood  v 

V.  Water  Co.,  10  N.  J.  E.j.  4S7;  KUia  Ahhott.    C-S     M,.     -;]■     TliomiiH.n    v 

V.   Klkliait  Car  Works,   y?  liul.   247.  Thoii.i.son,  9   liid.    .'J-j:};  (JS  Am.    J)ec! 

Land  dcdcd  fora  cou.sileratio»  to  aid  li.SS;    Adams  r.    LiudtU,   5    Mo.    Apn' 

in   establishing    an   academy   reverted  lit7;     Berryman     r.     Seiiumaker       (if 

by   noii-u.ser.      Hebl.    that  it  revuried  Tex.    312;    Sp.drord  i\   True    W.i    Me 

+'-    tho.se    who   contribute  1    the    land,  2s:{;    54  Am.      Dec.    G21;    O'Hneii    /•" 

not  to  him  who  .sold   it  and  received  \\'agner,  i)4  Mo.  y.S;  4   Am.   Nt     Kcp" 

Ijay  in   ip.irt    from    sulwcnbcrs  to  the  :{(i2.     A    clan.se    reserving    a  ri^lit    of 

academy     fund:       Clark     v.     Chelsea  re-entrv  for    f.)rfeUure     is    not^neces- 

Academ>,oti  Vt    7:U.  sary  to    the    vali.liiy   of    a  conditum- 

Lindsey  v.    Lindsey,  45   Ind.   5.")2;  Jackson  ;•.    Allen,   [i   Cow.    220      The 

C(.ry  r  Cory,  8ii  Ind.  5U7.  right    of  entry  in  case    the    conditi.m 

I'l    n"'"'"  /.';    n^''"*;''',    -^    "*•     ''^•'•'=  "'"'"''^  '•«   l'>-..l<en  at  a  future    time  u 

.        .il'J     1  ^        •  M;' n'-  ' ''=  *^ -H'.'-  ""^   '^^     a,ssignal.le    interest:     liethle- 

'"•.,.,-'-•  V"''7;  '■•  -  j"'^'"''' .-^^  ^^-  l'^'"'  '••   Anni«,  40   .N.  H.  34;  77    Am. 

n.  _JJ;   ,,  Am.  Dec.  aW;  Lincoln  etc.  Dec.   700. 

r.  Dnimmond,  5  Ma.s.s.   321;  Smith  v.         *  Frost  w.  Kutler,   7  OreenI    •>•',-.•  '••> 

r    '"T'lV   2  Vo-i   ^^"'  ^"'•''  "•   ^^-  ^-  ^"'-   '^^'"-    '•'•♦;  -^•''^•"«    '••    ^''•<*  Kn:b 

v'"h    .--■    ;         '      f"-''''T.  '\^V^ry'  ^  <-'"i'l"-'-  ^o..  4  Hughes,  .'-kS'.I:  U  I'.rieu  ,-. 

n'  {^-  •*';:  •^;;"'1""'^  '••  l^-  K.   Co.,2t;  Wagner,  U  Mo.  ya,  4   Am.  St.   Ken. 

IS.  J.  Li.  I. i;  Kcimerw.  American  Con-  302.  '^ 
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can  take  advantage  of  tlieir  ]>veaeli.'  A  stranger  cannot 
take  advantage  of  the  breacii  of  a  condition  in  a  deed.' 
Tlius  in  a  conveyance  uj)on  condition  that  the  grantee 
and  lii.s  heirs  maintain  the  gi'antitr's  idiot  son  for  life,  if 
ujion  refusal  of  the  heirs  to  su{»[H)rt  such  idiot,  a  stranger 
maintains  him,  he  cannot  inecjuity  make  his  claim  there- 
for a  charge  on  the  land  in  the  hands  of  the  heirs.' 

§  2772.  Equitable  Relief  against  Forfeitures.  —  Eijuity 
will  in  some  cases  re'ieve  where  a  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  breac  .  of  a  condition.*  But  these  cases 
are  those  only  "where  payment  of  moiiey  is  a  comj^lete 
compensation,  and  will  put  the  party  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  he  would  have  been  if  there  had  been  no  breach."* 
Tiius  equity  will  relieve  against  the  forfeiture  of  a  leas(3 
for  non-payment  of  rent  on  the  lessee  paying  what  is  due, 
that  being  a  mere  monev  demand.^  But  where  the 
grantor,  or  the  landlord,  or  liis  heirs,  could  not  by  any 
payment  of  money  be  put  into  the  same  situation  as  he 
was  entitled  to  be  under  the  covenant,  equity  will  not  re- 
lieve, as  where  the  forfeiture  is  incurred  by  the  grantee's 
or  tenant's  aliening  or  assigning  a  tcm;^  or  by  his  ne- 


•  4  Kent's  Com.  122;  Orayr.  Blanch- 
ard,  b  Pick.  '.'Si;  NkIk.U  c.  R.  li  To., 
12  N.  Y.  131;  Huoper  v.  Cuinmmgs, 
45  Me.  359;  Veriiiout  v.  .S<Kii:iy  ror 
the  Projiagatioii  of  tlie  (iospel,  2 
PaiuL',  o4J;  UinU'rliill  v.  IL  K  «  o, ,  2U 
Barlt.   45 J;  CoiJuland  v.    Lu^iciaiiJ,  S9 

■*  Norris  r.  Milner,  20  (ia.  5(53; 
Dewey  r.  Williains,  40  N.  H,  2-.'2;  77 
Am.  Dec.  70S;  Cross  v.  Car.-on,  8 
Bhickt.  133;  Biickalew  v.  Estell,  5 
Cal.  )0S;  Smith  i:  Braiiiian,  13  Cal. 
107;  Boycr  )•.  Tressler,  IS  Iml.  200; 
li.ui^iir  r.  Wansu,  34  Me.  324;  50 
Am.  l)ec.  058. 

'  ( 'ro.ss  I'.  Careon,  8  Blackf.  13S;  44 
Am.  bei'.  742. 

•  Hayvvaril  v.  Aiii^t-l,  1  Vern.  222; 
P  ipliam  V.  Ii»tm{i!fM,  i  Verii.  6.i; 
Bctklehtuu  0.  Auuu,  40  N.  H.  ^;  77 


Am.  D.'C.  700;  Lnokett  r.  White.  10 
(ill!  .^  J.  4S(l:  Ciy  Bank  r.  .'^mith,  3 
(i ill  it  J.  205;  Bacilli  »•.  Huntington,  14 
Coiiii.  y2.  E-pcciaily  wiiere  the  ne- 
gh'Ct  ajijicars  to  have  arisen  thriiii.,;h 
Miaiivorteutc,  aiul  no  seiions  injiuy 
ha^  I'leii  done;  Henry  r.  Tnjipcr,  29 
Vt.  'M>S. 

'  Paiie  IV  Bt-nnetl,  2  tiitf.  117;  (irecn 
r.  Biulges.  ■»  .Sim.  00;  Woodman  v. 
Blake,  2  Vera.  222;  H.nry  r.  Tiqii.er, 
20  Vt  35S;  Walkt-r/-  Wiieeler,  2  Conn. 
'2W:  >toue  .  Kihs,  y  t'u^<li.  05:  tdin- 
klee  r.  .A.iaiiiJi,  20  Vt  415;  50  Am.  I»ec. 
44;  C'lrptnMjrc  Westcott,  4  \i.  I.  22.>. 

"Suiuh  .  Parks,  10  Mud.  3s3;  Hill 
V.  Barclay.  10  Ves.  405;  IS  Vt-.M.  .".0; 
Atkliu  r' t'liil.,oi),  11  Met.  112;  Han- 
Cock  r.  t-kdlon,  ()<ir.iv,  52. 

•  Hid  •.  liirclav,  IS'Vea.  50;  Wafer 
V.  Moc*io,  9  Mod.  112. 


!1 


^m 


4518 


4519 


ESTATES    IN    REAL   PROPERTY". 


§  2772 


glecting  to  repair'  or  insure  the  premises;'  or  by  exercis- 
ing a  forloM'kii  trade  thereon,' and  the  like.*  Iviuity  will, 
however,  require  the  covenantee  to  be  satislitMl  with  a 
substantial  jiertVirniance  on  the  part  of  the  covenantor, 
where  tlio  nature  of  the  covenant  admits  of  such  j)erform- 
ance.  But  if  the  contract  be  such  that  the  court  cannot 
secure  its  suhstantial  performance,  or  where  it  is  of  the 
very  es.-eiice  of  th:.  contract  that  it  should  be  strictly 
performed  (in  which  case,  tiie  strict  performance  is  mat- 
ter of  substance,  and  not  of  form  merely),  equity  will  not 
relieve  against  a  forfeiture  for  non-performance.* 

'  Pill  '•.  P.aivln-,  IS  Ves.  56.  24;    Wailman    r.    Calcraft.    10    Ves. 

'  Kolf.j  V.  Hams.  2  i'rice.  206,  note;     67. 
Gtccw  r.  Bri,li;fs,  4  Sim.  'Ji;.  ^  Hill   v.  Barclay,   lt>   Ves.  402;    18 

'  MiiflitT    /•.    Fouiuilmg    Hd.spital,  1     Ves.   62;    Grf^crv   '•.  AVil-mi,  i>   Han-, 
Ves.  &  B.  hs^.  6S.S:   Nokes  r.  C/iI.lmii.   S    l>it\v.   OSl; 

67t5:  C'luft 


De. 


cark'tt  r.  l)enii.tt,  1>  Moil.  22;     Bainfonl  v.  Creasv,  3  (Jitl". 


Lovat  V.  Lvrd  Kauela^ii,  3  Ves.  &  B.     V.  Goldaiiiid,  24  Beav.  312. 
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EASEMENTS. 

§2773.  Easements  —  Defined. 

§  2774.  EaHuinents  illustrated. 

§  2775.     How  acqiiireil  —  By  grant. 

§  2770.  By  preacriptiou. 

§  2777.  By  ileilication. 

§  2778.  ConstrucUon  of  eiisoments —  Extent  ot 

§  2779.  How  extinguished  —  By  act  of  Uod. 

§  27S0.  By  operation  of  law. 

§  2781.  By  act  of  party. 

§  27S2.  Obstructions  to  easements  —  Remedies. 

§  27M.3.  Wlio  may  sue  ami  l)e  sued. 

§2784.  Easement  of  liylit  and  air  —  Ancient  lights. 

§  2785.  Kei. loving  lateral  support  of  land. 

§  2780.  Contributory  nei^ligence. 

§  2787.  Subjacent  support  —  Mines  and  mining. 

§  2788.  Damages. 

§  2789.  Party-walls  —  In  general. 

§  2790.  Rights  and  liaiiilities  of  parties. 

§2791.  Contribution  between  parties. 

§  2792.  Ri;i;ljts  of  way  —  Private  ways. 

§  2793.  Ways  by  grant  or  prescription. 

§  2794.  Ways  by  necessity. 

§  2795.  Rights  and  liabilities  of  parties. 

§2773.  Easements  — Defined.  — An  easement  is  the 
riglit  of  making  use  of  the  hind  of  others,  whether  it  be 
that  of  the  public  or  of  individuals,  to  some  profit,  benefit, 
or  beneficial  use,  not  inconsistent  with  a  general  right  of 
property  in  the  owner.*     Tiicrefore  in  tlie  case  of  an     ^se- 

'  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  R.  R.     Cal.  135;  City  of  Dubnqne  v.  Ma...ney, 
Co.,   10  Pick.  525;  Cave  v.  Crafts,  53    9  Iowa,  451;  74  Am.  Dec.  359;  Ritger 
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ment^there  are  two  distinct  tenements;  namely,  the  domi- 
nant, to  which  the  riglit  belongs,  and  the  servient,  upon 
which  tlie  o1»lic>;ation  rests.'  The  owner  of  land  cannot 
have  an  easomcnt  in  his  own  estate  in  fee.^  Easements, 
though  imposed  upon  corporeal  property,  confer  no  right 
to  a  participation  in  the  profits  arising  from  such  prop- 
erty.^ Herein  they  are  to  be  distinguished  from  profits 
a  prendre,  wliich  consist  of  a  right  to  take  the  fruit  or 
products  of  the  land,  or  the  materials  which  compose  it.* 
An   easement   differs   from  a  license  in  these   respects: 

1.  Tlie  latter  may  be  created  by  parol,*  the  former  can 
onl.    i.  ;  or'^ated  by  writing  or  acquired  by  prescription;" 

2.  Tho    ."t!;er  is  a  mere  authority  without  any  interest;' 

3.  Tluj  laiier  is  revocable  at  the  will  of  the  licensor,  and 
is  not  L  sigoable,^  the  former  is  an  estate  which  cannot  be 
defeat^nl  by  the  grantor,  and  is  assignable.'  The  grantee 
of  the  servient  estate  takes  subject  to  the  easement.'"  But 
easements  generally  impose  no  obligations  upon  tiiose 
whose  lands  are  in  servitude  to  do  anything  for  their  pro- 
tection." 


§  2774.    Easements  Illustrated. — A  very  common  ease- 
ment, for  example,  is  the  right  to  pass  or  repass  over  the 


V.  Parker,  8  Cnsh.  145;  45  Am.  Deo. 
744;  Atkins  v.  Hoardmau,  2  Met.  457; 
57  Am.  Dec.  lUl. 

'  Dark  v.  Johnston,  55  Pa.  St.  164; 
93  Am.  Dec.  7H'2;  Wagner  v.  Hanna, 
38  Cal.  11(5;  9l»  Am.  Dec.  .i54;  Child 
V.  Chapi.el,  9  N.  Y.  246;  Wolf  v. 
Frost,  4  Sand.  Ch.  89;  Meek  v.  Breck- 
euridge,  29  Ohio  St.  1542. 

•■<  Uitger  V.  Parker,  8  Cush.  145;  54 
Am.  Dec.  744;  St.  Louis  Bridge  (.'o.  v, 
Curtis,  103111.410;  Mabie  r.  Mattison, 
17  Wis.  1;  Murphy  v.  Welch,  128 
Mass.  489. 

*  Hewlins  i».  Shippam,  5  Barn.  &,  C. 
221;  Wolfe  v.  Frost,  4  Sand.  Ch.  72; 
Wagner  v.  Hauna,  38  Cal.  IIG;  99 
Am.  Dec.  354;  Howeii  v.  Team,  0  Rich. 
298;  GO  Am.  Dec.  127. 

*  Wateia  v.  Lilley,  4  Pick.  145;  16 


Am.  Dec.  333;  Hill  v.  Lord,  48  Me. 
99;  Huir  V.  MeCauley,  53  Pa.  St.  209; 
91  Am.  Dec.  203;  Tiuicum  Fishing  Co. 
V.  Carter,  61  Pa.  St.  37;  100  Am.  Dec. 
597;  Pierce  v.  Keatcr,  70  N.  Y.  419; 
26  Am.  Kep.  612. 

^  See  ante,  Title  Licenses. 

*  See  next  section;  Hazelton  v.  Put- 
nam, 3  Piuu.  107;  54  Am.  Dec.  158. 

'  See  nvte.  Title  Licenses;  Dolittle  t, 
Eddy,  7  Barb.  74. 

^  See  ante.  Title  Licenses;  Forbes  v. 
Balenseper,  74  111.  183. 

»  Rowbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  El.  &  B. 
123;  Wallis  v.  Harrison,  4  Mees.  &  W. 
538;  Van  Ohlen  v.  Van  Ohlen,  56  111. 
628. 

'•  Hair  v.  Downing,  96  N.  C.  172. 

"  Prescott  V.  Williams,  5  Met.  429; 
39  Am.  Dec.  688 
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Innd  of  another,'  or  to  maintain  a  building  or  landing  ou 
it,'^  or  tiiat  tt  railroad  shall  continue  to  stop  with  their  ears 
at  a  particular  place  adjacent  to  the  i)roporty  as  a  perma- 
nent arrangement.''  So  besides  a  right  of  way  for  persons 
or  vehicles,  one  may  have  an  easement  to  carry  water- 
pipes,  gas,  steam,  etc.,  or  for  drains,  and  for  any  purpose 
whatsoever,  for  which  one  mi^^ht  have  occasion  to  make 
use  of  a  passage  across  his  neighbor's  land  for  the  greater 
or  more  convenient  enjoyment  of  his  own.*  Contracts 
controlling  the  use  that  may  be  made  of  a  particular  lot, 
or  the  manner  in  which  it  is  built  ujion,  establish  rights 
in  the  nature  of  easements  which  may  be  enforced  in 
equity  at  the  instance  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  for  the 
benefit  of  which  they  are  established.'  So  the  proprietor 
of  a  town  plat  may,  in  his  deeds,  restrict  the  use  of  the 
premises,  or  the  character  of  the  buildings  that  may  be 
erected  thereon,  or  the  location  of  buildings;*  such  as 
that  a  business  regarded  as  offensive  shall  never  be  per- 
mitted on  the  premises;'  or  that  the  buildings  ^shall  be 
constructed  a  certain  distance  from  the  streety;*  or  that 
no  intoxicating  liquors  shall  ever  be  sold  on  the  premises.' 
All  the  purchasers  from  such  a  proprietor  have  an  ease- 
ment in  this  respect  which  they  may  enforce  by  injunc- 
tion." 

§2775.    How  Acquired — By  Grant.  —  An   easement 
can  be  acquired  only  by  grant;  for  even  an  easement  by 


'  See  po.4,  Ways. 

«  MeMahon  v.  "Williams,  79  Ala.  288; 
Voitrhis  ('.  Burcharil,  55  N.  Y.  98. 

'  Pitkia  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Barb.  Ch. 
221. 

*  Cooley  on  Torts,  370;  Green  v. 
Collins,  Sli  N.  Y.  246;  40  Am.  Rep. 
531;  S:imlerlin  r.  Baxter,  70  Va.  299; 
44  Am.  Ht!i).  105;  McPlierson  i\  Acker, 
Mc.\.  &  .Mack.  150;  48  Am.  Rep.  749. 

'  Hills  V.  Miller,  S  Paige,  254;  24 
Am.  Deo.  218;  (iibert  r.  Petelcr,  38 
B:irl).  4SS;  Trustees  etc.  v  Cowiii,  4 
Paige,  510;  27  Aui.  Deo.  80;  Wliituey 


V.  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Gray,  359;  71  Am. 
Dec.  715. 

*  Grogan  v.  Haywanl,  6  Saw.  408. 

'  Kemp  V.  Sdher,  1  .Sim.,  N.  S.,  517; 
Barrow  v.  Richard,  8  Paige,  351;  35 
Am.  Dec.  713. 

*  HiibbcU  V.  Warren,  8  Allen,  173; 
Herrick  r.  Marshall,  (iO  Me.  4.'i5. 

"  W,itr..us  V.  Allen,  57  Mich.  362; 
58  Am.  Rep.  .303. 

">  Mann  v.  Stephens,  15  Sim.  .377; 
High  on  Injunerioiis,  sec.  547;  Brewer 
r.  Slarshall.  19  N.  J.  Ecj.  539,  543;  97 
Am,  Dec.  079. 
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proscription  is  presumed  to  be  founderl  on  a  grant.* 
Being  an  interest  in  land,  it  can  be  acquired  and  released 
only  by  deed.'  The  grant  of  an  easement  need  not  be  in 
express  words;  for  upon  a  conveyance  of  land  all  its  inci- 
dents and  appurtenances  pass  with  it.'  The  grant  of  the 
principal  thing  carries  with  it  everything  necessary  to 
its  beneficial  enjoyment  which  the  grantor  has  power  to 
convey.*  The  easement  may  also  be  by  reservation  in  a 
deed;  that  is,  by  the  deed  narrowing  and  limiting  what 
would  otherwise  pass  by  the  general  words  of  the  grant." 
So  an  exception  out  of  a  grant  includes  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  the  thing  excepted.®  A  reserva- 
tion of  an  easement  by  the  grantor  is  implied  only  where 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  land 
retained.^  So  an  easement  may  be  created  by  reservation, 
as  in  the  case  of  a  grant  of  land  bounding  on  or  near  a 
pond  and  stream,  reserving  the  mill  and  water  privilege, 
which  is  a  reservation  of  the  right  of  flowing  those  lands, 
so  fjxr  as  is  necessary  or  convenient,  or  so  far  as  it  has 
been  usual  to  flow  them  for  that  purpose.*    But  easements 


•  Rowbotham  v.  Wilson,  8  H.  K 
Cas.  3G'2;  Adams  v.  Andrews,  15  Q.  B. 
284;  Lol)dell  v.  Hall,  .3  Nev.  507;  Fuhr 
V.  Dean,  20  Mo.  11(5;  69  Am.  Dec.  4S4; 
Cook  V.  Pridgen,  45  Ga.  ;J31;  12  Am. 
Rep.  582;  Garland  v.  Furber,  47  N.  H. 
304;  Wisenian  v.  Luoksiuger,  84  N.Y. 
31;  38  Am.  Rep.  479;  Strickler  v. 
Todd,  10  Serg.  &  R.  69;  13  Am.  Dec. 
640;  Wallace  v.  Hamstad,  44  Pa.  St. 
490;  Wynn  v.  Garland,  19  Ark.  23;  08 
Am.  Dec.  190;  Thompson  r.  Gregory, 
4  Johns.  81;  4  Am.  Dec.  255;  Hntf  v. 
McCauley,  53  Pa.  St.  206;  91  Am. 
Dec.  203;  Morse  v.  Copeland,  2  Gray, 
302.  A  tenant  in  common  cannot 
create  an  easement  by  grant;  Crippen 
i>.  Morss,  49  N.  Y.  63. 

*  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dcj.  399;  Pitkin  v.  K.  R.  Co..  2 
Barb.  Ch.  221;  47  Am.  Dec.  320;  Ward 
V.  B'arwell,  0  Col.  00.  Or  by  estoppel: 
Ha  risoQ  v.  Boring,  44  Tex.  255. 

^  Huttemeier  v.  Albro,  2  Bosw.  546; 
18  N.  Y.  48;  Berry  v.  Billings,  44  Ma. 


416;  69  Am.  Dec.  107;  Hall  v.  Law- 
rence, 2  R.  I.  218;  57  Am.  Dec.  715; 
Morgan  v.  Mason,  20  Oliio,  401;  55 
Am.  Deo.  404;  Gayetty  v.  Bethune, 
14  Mass.  49;  7  Am.  Dec.  188.  Provided 
they  are  known  and  visil)le:  Simmons 
V.  Cloonan,  81  N.  Y.  557;  Butterworth 
V.  Crawford,  46  N.  Y.  349;  7  Am.  Rep. 
352. 

*  Hammond  v.  Woodman,  41  Me. 
177;  66  Am.  Dec.  219;  Hathorn  v. 
Sfcinson,  10  Me.  224;  25  Am.  Dec.  228; 
Prescott  V.  Williams,  5  Met.  429;  39 
Am.  Dec.  688;  Lamar  v.  Booth,  oO 
Miss.  410;  Jackson  v.  Truliiiiger,  9 
Or.  393;  Seymour  v.  Lewis,  13  N.  J. 
Eq.  439;  78  Am.  Dec.  108;  Wdson  v. 
Hunter,  14  Wis.  083;  80  Am.  Dec.  795. 

*  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dec.  399. 

« Allen  V.  Scott,  21  Pick.  25;  .32 
Am.  Dec.  238. 

'  Burden  v.  Stein,  27  Ala.  104;  02 
Am.  Dec.  758. 

8  Pettee  v.  Hawes,  13  Pick.  323. 
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which  will  pass  by  implication  in  a  grant  will  not  be  im- 
plied by  a  reservation.*  Thus  where  the  owner  of  land 
conveys  away  a  portion  of  his  premises,  a  part  of  which 
at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  is  flowed  by  a  mill-dam 
belonging  to  him,  and  makes  no  reservation  of  the  right 
to  continue  to  flow  the  land,  he  loses  the  right,  and  cannot 
set  up  an  implied  reservation.' 

§  2776.  By  Prescription.  —  Easements  are  also  acquired 
by  prescription;  by  long  possession  raising  a  presumption 
of  an  old  grant  lost  or  withheld.'  And  a  grantee  of  an 
easement  for  a  specific  purpose  may  use  it  for  a  different 
purpose,  and  thereby  obtain  a  right  by  prescription  to  the 
whole  extent  of  his  user.*  The  possession  or  use  neces- 
sary to  confer  a  title  by  prescription  must  be  long,  con- 
tinuous, peaceable,  open,  by  the  knowledge  and  tacit 
consent  and  without  the  express  permission  of  the  true 
owner."  But  it  is  held  that,  to  constitute  an  easement  by 
prescription,  is  not  essential  that  the  user  should  have  been 
with  the  actual  knowledge  of  the  owner  of  the  servient 
tenement.  Where  tl-e  user  has  been  for  the  requisite 
time  open,  notorious,  visible,  uninterrupted,  undisputed, 
and  under  claim  of  right  adverse  to  such  owner,  he  is 
charged  with  notice,  and  his  acquiescence  is  implied.'  In 
early  times  the  use  must  have  extended  beyond  the  mem- 


»  Burr  ».  Mills,  21  Wend.  290. 

»  Burr  V.  Mills,  21  Wend.  290. 

» Powell  V.  Bagg,  8  Gray,  443;  69  Am. 
Dec.  262;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Mason, 
397;  Tracy  v.  Atherton,  36  Vt.  503; 
Campbell  v.  Wilson,  3  East,  294; 
Hillary  v.  Waller,  12  Ves.  239;  Wal- 
lace V.  Fletcher,  30  N.  H.  446;  Sher- 
wood V.  Burr,  4  Day,  244;  4  Am.  Deo. 
211;  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9  Serg.  &  R. 
26;  1 1  Am.  Dec.  658;  Melvin  v.  Whit- 
ing, 10  Pick.  295;  20  Am.  Dec.  524; 
Mills  V.  Hall,  9  Wend.  315;  24  Am. 
Dec.  160;  French  v.  Marsten,  24  N. 
H.  440;  57  Am.  Dec.  294;  Nicholls  v. 
Wentworth,  100  N.  Y.  455. 

♦  Wlieatley  v.  Chriaman,  24  Pa.  St 
298;  64  Am.  Deo.  657. 


» Powell  V.  Bagg,  8  Gray,  441 ;  69 
Dec.  262;  Parker  v.  Foote,  19  Wend. 
309;  Wheeler  v.  Clark,  58  N.  Y.  267; 
Campbell  v.  West,  44  Cal.  646;  Wil- 
liams V.  James,  L.  R.  2  Com.  P.  581; 
Haag  V.  Delorme,  30  Wis.  591 ;  Gayetty 
V.  Bethune,  14  Mass.  49;  7  Am.  Dec. 
188;  Johnson  v.  Jordan,  2  Met.  234; 
37  Am.  Dec.  85;  Kirchner??.  R.  R.  Co., 
67  Ga.  760;  Lchigli  Valley  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
McFarlan,  .30  N.  J.  E-i.  180;  Richartr. 
Scott,  7  Watts,  460;  32  Am.  Dec.  779. 
See  Bird  v.  Smith,  5  Watts,  434;  34 
Am.  Dec.  483. 

«  Ward  V.  Warren,  82  N.  Y.  265; 
Reimer  v.  Stuber,  20  Pa.  St.  458;  59 
Am.  Deo.  744. 
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ory  of  man,'  but  the  modern  rule,  derivcfl  by  analogy  from 
the  limitation  prescribed  by  statute  for  actions  of  eject- 
ment, is,  that  an  enjoyment,  as  above  described,  for  the 
terra  of  twenty  years,  raises  a  legal  presumption  that  the 
right  was  originally  acquired  by  title.*  And  an  easement 
may  exist  by  custom.' 

§  2777.  By  Dedication. — Tho  public,  as  distinguished 
from  individuals,  can  at  common  law  acquire  an  easement 
in  the  lands  of  another  only  by  dedication*  Dedica- 
tion is,  therefore,  an  act  by  which  the  owner  of  the  fee 
gives  to  the  public,  for  some  proper  object,  an  easement 
in  his  lands.*  As  a  rule,  all  kinds  of  easements  and  rights 
to  the  enjoyment  of  land,  whether  of  use  or  of  pleasure, 
which  may  be  acquired  by  an  individual  by  grant  or  pre- 
scription, may  also  be  acquired  by  he  public  by  actual 
dedication.' 

§  2778.    Construction    of    Easements  —  Extent    of.  — 

Where  an  easement  is  granted  by  deed  without  fixed  and 
definite  limits,  the  practical  location  and  use  of  such  way 
or  easement  by  the  grantee  under  his  deed,  acquiesced  in 
by  the  grantor  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  for  a  long 
time  subsequent  thereto,  operate  as  an  assignment  of  the 
right,  and  are  deemed  to  be  that  which  was  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  deed,  and  are  the  same  in  legal  effect 
as  if  it  had  been  fully  described  by  the  term's  of  the 


^  Edson  V.  Munsell,  10  Allen,  560; 
Mayor  v.  Horner,  Cowp.  109;  Ameri- 
can Co.  V.  Bradford,  27  Cal.  3G7. 

»  Coe  V.  VVolcottville  Mfg.  Co.,  35 
Conn.  175;  Hoy  v.  Sterrett,  2  Watts, 
330;  27  Am.  Dec.  313;  Ricard  v.  Wil- 
liams, 7  Wheat.  110;  Bright  r.  Walker, 
1  Cromp.  M.  &  R.  217;  Parker  v. 
Foote,  19  Wend.  309;  Manier  v. 
Myers,  4  B.  Mon.  514;  Lehigh  Valley 
R.  R.  Co.  t>.  McFarlan,  43  N.  J.  L. 
004. 

*  See  Lawson's  Usages  and  Customs, 
ol. 

*  Post  V.   Fearsall,  22  Wend.   444; 


Curtis  V.  Keesler,  14  Barb.  551;  War- 
ren V.  Jacksonville,  15  111.  236. 

*  Curtis  V.  Keesler,  14  Barb.  521; 
Rives  V.  Dudley,  3  Jones  £q.  126;  67 
Am.  Dec.  231. 

•Post  V.  Pearsall,  22  Wend.  482; 
Mowry  v.  City  of  Providence,  10  R.  I. 
52.  And  see  Blundell  v.  Caterall,  5 
Barn.  &  Aid.  268;  Gould  v.  Boston, 
120  Mass.  302;  Rowan  v.  Portland,  8 
B.  Mon.  232;  Hoadley  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco, 50  Cal.  265;  Price  v.  Pliinfielil, 
40  N.  J.  L.  608;  Mankato?-.  Willard,  13 
Minn.  23;  97  Am.  Dec.  208;  Boyce  v. 
Kalbaugb,  47  Md.  334;  28  Am.  Rep.  464. 
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grant.'  Under  a  grant  of  the  use  of  water  for  a  certain 
purpose,  with  a  prohibition  against  certain  other  uses 
.-pocilied,  the  grantee  may  use  it  for  anj  purpose  not  pro- 
liibited."  But  whore  an  easement  is  particularly  located 
aiul  described  in  the  grant,  it  is  limited  to  the  defined 
locality  and  to  the  defined  purpose.  The  owner  of  the 
dominant  tenement  cannot  change  it  for  convenience  or 
necessity,  and  any  substantial  change  in  place  or  manner 
of  enjoyment  will  be  restrained  by  injunction.'  An  ease- 
.ent  cannot  be  subsequently  altered  or  enlarged  for  uses 
not  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  grant.^  Where, 
under  a  grant  of  a  right  to  lay  water-pipe  across  lands, 
witliout  specifying  the  place  or  size  of  pipe,  after  the 
grantee  has  laid  the  pipe,  the  easement  cannot  thereafter 
be  exercised  in  any  other  place,  nor  the  size  of  the  pipe 
increased.'  Under  an  easement  by  prescription  of  an 
aqueduct  and  reservojr,  the  land-owner,  in  improving 
Ills  grounds,  may  change  the  form  of  the  cover  of  the 
reservoir,  doing  no  injury  to  the  proprietor.*  Under  a 
reservation  in  a  deed  of|  the  right  to  "a  supply  of  spring 
water  by  means  of  a  hydraulic  ram,  wheel,  or  other  pro- 
cess of  forcing  water,"  the  party  entitled  may  substitute 
a  wind-mill  for  a  wheel  previously  used.' 

§  2779.  Easements  —  How  Extinguished  —  By  Act  of 
God.  —  An  easement  may  be  extinguished  by  the  act  of 
God,*  though  it  has  been  held  that  an  easement  in  an 
alley  is  not  lost  by  the  destruction  of  the  houses  for  the 
benefit  of  which  the  easement  was  created.'     Where  an 


'  Bannon  v.  Angler,  2  Allen,  128. 

2  Iszard  v.  May's  Landing  Water- 
power  Co.,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  511. 

^  Juqni  V.  Johnson,  27  N.  J  Eq.  526, 
55'J;  Einans  v.  Turnbull,  2  .Johns.  313; 
3  Am.  Dec.  427.  A  grant  of  the  "riglit 
of  drainage  "  does  not  include  the  right 
to  pass  house-sewage  through  the  drain: 
Wetinore  v.  Fiske,  15  R.  I.  354. 

*  Carty  v.  Shields,  6  Week.  Not 
Cas.  241. 
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»Outhank  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  71  N.  Y. 
194;  27  Am.  Rep.  35. 

«  Olcott  V.  Thompson,  59  N.  H.  154; 
47  Am.  Rep.  184. 

'  Richardson  v.  Clements,  8',)  Pa.  St. 
503;  33  Am.  Rep.  784. 

*  Taylor  ».  Hampton,  4  MeCord,  96| 
17  Am.  Dec.  710. 

*  Chew  V.  Cook,  39  N.  J.  Eq.  396. 
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easement  is  extinguished  by  the  act  of  God,  it  may  subse- 
quently revive,  as  where  a  spring  dries  up  and  afterwards 
flows  again;  but  wliere  it  is  exlinguished  by  the  act  of 
the  party,  it  is  lost  forever.' 

§  2780.  By  Operation  of  Law.  —  An  easement  may  bo 
extinguished  by  operation  of  law.*  If  the  servient  and 
dominant  estates  become  united  in  the  same  owner,  the 
easement  is  extinguished  by  unity  of  title  and  possession, 
and  cannot  afterwards  La  claimed  without  a  new  grant.' 
But  in  order  to  operate  as  an  extinguishment,  the  estates 
thus  united  must  be  respectively  equal  in  duration,  and 
not  liable  to  be  again  disjoined  by  the  act  of  the  law.*  If 
a  person  holds  one  estate  in  severalty,  and  only  a  frac- 
tional  part  of  the  other,  as  a  leasehold  for  999  years,  the 
easement  is  not  extinguished.'  One  having  an  easement 
over  certain  lands  to  reach  a  parcel  of  his  real  property 
is  not  obliged  to  surrender  such  right  on  becoming  the 
owner  of  other  realty  over  which  he  might  pass  to  the 
first-mentioned  land.*  So  an  easement  is  not  extinguished 
by  the  unity  of  title  in  the  dominant  and  servient  estates 
in  the  same  person,  where  it  is  essential  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  estate,  as  in  case  of  an  easement  of  drainage,  unless 
while  the  estates  are  united  the  easement  is  actually  sev- 
ered.' So  a  right  of  way  appurtenant  is  not  extinguished 
by  merger  in  the  mortgagee  taking  possession  of  the 
dominant  and  servient  estates  under  separate  mortgages 
for  the  purpose  of  foreclosure,  but  conveying  one  of  the 


'  Taylor  v.  Hampton,  4  McCord,  96; 
17  Am  Dec.  710. 

*  Taylor  v.  Hampton,  4  McCord,  96; 
17  Am.  Dec.  710. 

»  Colomaii's  Appeal,  62  Pa.  St.  274; 
McAllister  v.  Doaue,  76  N.  C.  57; 
Screven  v.  Gregoire,  8  Rich.  158;  64 
Am.  Dec.  747;  Howell  v.  Estea,  71  Tex. 
690;  Mottw.Mott,  15N.  Y.Sup.Ct.474; 
Ritger  v.  Parker,  8  Gusk.  147;  54  Am. 
Dec.  744;  Plympton  v.  Converse,  42 
Vt.  712;  Atwaterv.  Bodfish,  11  Gray, 
150;   VVarreu  v.  Beaka,  54  Me.  276; 


Livingston  v.  Ten  Brock,  16  Johns.  14; 
8  Am.  Doc.  287. 

*  Ritger  v.  Parker,  8  Cush.  147;  ^J 
Am.  Dec.  744;  Bradley  Fish  Co.  v.  I  >u  1- 
ley,  37  Conn.  K^6;  Ivimey  v.  Stouktr, 
L.  R.  1  Ch.  396;  Pearce  v.  McClcna- 
ghau,  5  Rich.  178;  55  Am.  Dec.  710. 

"  Atlanta  Mills  v.  Mastm,  120  Mass. 
244;  Dority  v.  Dunning,  78  Me.  3S1. 

"Zell  V.  Univ.  Soc,  119  Pa.  St. 
390;  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  054. 

'  Ferguson  v.  VVitaell,  5  Rich.  2S0; 
67  Am.  Dec.  744. 
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estates  before  foreclosure.'  And  where  a  person  holds 
land  by  a  defective  title,  and  an  ease  nent  in  the  same 
land  by  a  valid  title,  the  easement  is  net  extinguished  by 
unity  of  possession.'  An  owner  of  an  easement  does  not 
by  asserting  a  right  to  the  fee  of  the  servient  estate,  and 
by  taking  possession  thereof,  destroy  his  right  to  the  ease- 
ment.' The  division  of  the  dominant  estate  does  not  de- 
stroy the  easement;  and  the  owner  or  assignee  of  any 
portion  of  that  estate  may  claim  the  right  so  far  as  it  is 
applicable  to  his  part,  provided  the  right  can  be  enjoyed 
as  to  the  separate  parcels  without  any  additional  charge 
or  burden  to  the  proprietor  of  the  servient  tenement.* 
Where  the  particular  purpose  for  which  tie  easement  was 
granted  has  been  served,  the  easement  becomes  extin- 
guished.* A  right  of  way  to  certain  buildings  is  lost  by 
the  laying  out  and  construction  of  a  highway  over  the 
site  of  such  buildings."  An  easement  of  an  open  dock 
and  common  passage-way  for  water-craft  is  lost  by  the 
laying  out  of  a  street  and  filling  up  the  dock  by  the  city 
under  statutory  authority.'  Easements  which  are  appar- 
ent and  continuous,  and  which  are  technically  extinguished 
by  unity  of  title,  and  are  allowed  to  remain  undisturbed, 
revive  upon  severance.' 

§  2781.  By  Act  of  Party. — An  easement  may  be  lost  or 
determined  by  the  positive  act  of  the  party  himself.'  An 
easement  cannot  be  extinguished  or  renounced  by  a  parol 
agreement  between  the  owner  of  the  dominant  and  the 

■  Ritger  v.  Parker,  8  Gush.  145;  54 
Am.  Dec.  744. 

» Tyler  v.  Hammond,  11  Pick.  193. 

'White's  Bank  v.  Nichols,  64  N.  Y. 
65. 

♦  Hilla  V.  Miller,  3  Paige,  254;  24 
Am.  Dec.  219;  Farnum  v.  Piatt,  8 
Pick.  339;  19  Am.  Dec.  330. 

'  Nat.  etc.  Co.  v.  Donald,  4  Hurl. 
&  N.  8;  Chase  v.  Sutton  Mfg.  Co.,  4 
Cush.  152.  But  see  Atlanta  Mills  v. 
Mason,  120  Mass.  244. 

*  Hancock  «.   Weatworth,   5  Met. 


446.  But  the  entry  of  a  town  site  and 
the  conveyance  of  the  probate  judge 
do  not  cut  o£f  a  pre-existing  right  to 
the  use  of  an  alley:  Ashby  v.  Uall,  119 
U.  S.  526. 

'  Central  Wharf  etc.  Co.  ».  India 
Wharf,  123  Mass.  567. 

«  Hurlburt  v.  Firth,  10  Phila.  135; 
Riefer  v.  Inikoff,  26  Pa.  St.  438;  In 
re  Bull,  15  R.  I.  534. 

•  Lawrence  v.  Obee,  3  Camp.  514; 
Vogler  V.  Geiss,  51  Md.  407;  Crain  v. 
Fox,  16  Barb.  184. 
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servient  tenement,*  except  where  a  parol  license,  granted 
by  the  owner  of  the  dominant  tenement,  is  executed  by 
the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement.'  An  agreement  made 
by  a  lessee  for  years  to  abandon  an  easement  belonging 
to  the  estate  does  not  bind  the  reversioner,  unless  he  is  u 
party  to  it,  or  it  is  made  with  his  knowledge  and  acqui- 
escence.' So  an  easement  may  be  extinguished  by  a 
release.*  It  may  be  lost  by  encroachment.'  Actual  ob- 
struction of  a  private  right  of  way,  as  by  inclosing  aiul 
cultivating  it  for  ten  years,  extinguishes  the  right  thereto.* 
And  it  may  be  lost  by  abandonment.^  But  to  amount  to 
an  abandonment  of  an  easement  without  a  release  by  the 
owner  of  the  dominant  tenement,  the  proof  must  show, — 

1.  That  the  acts  relied  upon  were  voluntarily  done  by  the 
owner  of  the  dominant  tenement,  or  by  his  express  authority; 

2.  That  such  party  was  the  owner  of  the  inheritance,  and 
had  authority  to  bind  the  estate  by  his  grant  or  release; 

3.  That  the  acts  are  of  so  decisive  and  conclusive  a  char- 
acter as  to  indicate  and  prove  his  intention  to  abandon 
the  easement."  Whether  an  easement  has  been  abandoned 
depends  on  intention,  which  is  a  question  of  fact.* 
Abandonment  of  a  right  of  way  is  more  readily  presumed 
where  the  easement  is  granted  for  the  public  benefit  than 
where  it  is  held  for  private  use.  Thus  non-user  of  a  street 
railroad  more  than  ten  years  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
abandonment,  so  that  the  state  could  grant  it  to  another 
corporation.*"     Where  a  party  accepts  a  conveyance  con- 


1  Dyer  v.  Sanford.  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dec.  39y. 

*  Morse  v.  Copeland,  2  Gray,  302. 

*  Glenn  ».  Davia,  35  Md.  '206;  6  Am. 
Rep.  389. 

«  C»>leman'8  Appeal,  62  Pa.  St.  274; 
Pope  V.  Uevereux,  5  Gray,  409;  Ham- 
ilcoii  V.  Farrar,  1*28  Mass.  492;  Rector 
V.  Mack,  93  N.  Y.  4S8;  45  Aip.  Rep. 
i2iiO;  Dyer  v.  Sauford,  9  U.i.  395;  43 
Ain.  Deo.  399. 

^  Kllioit  V.  Rhett,  5  Rich.  405;  57 
Am.  Dec.  750. 

"  Boweii  1).  Team,  6  Rich.  298;  60 
Am.  Dec.  127. 


'  Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Met.  14;  Par- 
kins V.  Dunham,  3  8trob.  ^24;  Louis- 
ville etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Covington,  2 
Bush,  532;  Cawry  v.  Andrews,  12;} 
Mass.  155;  Dver  v.  Sanfonl,  9  M<'t. 
395;  43  Am.  Dec.  399;  Pope  v.  Uev- 
ereux, 5  Gray,  409;  Queen  v.  Clioilev, 
12  Ad.  &  K.,  N.  S.,  515;  Moore  V. 
Rawson,  3  Barn.  &  C  332;  Vogler  a. 
Geisa,  51  Md.  407. 

*  Dyer  v.  Sauford,  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dec.  399. 

»  Poison  V.  Ingram,  22  S.  C.  541. 

»•  Heudersou  ».  R.  R.  Co.,  21  fei 
Rep.  358. 
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taining  an  express  reservation  of  an  easement  for  the 
benefit  of  an  adjoining  liouse,  he  and  those  claiming  in 
privity  of  estate  with  him  are  precluded  from  setting  up 
a  prior  abandonment  of  such  easement  to  their  predecessor 
in  interest.'  The  easement  may  be  lost  by  non-user.'  In 
the  case  of  private  ways,  non-user  for  twenty  years  affords 
conclusive  presumption  that  the  right  to  them  never  ex- 
isted or  has  been  extinguished  in  favor  of  some  adverse 
right.'  But  where  the  right  is  claimed  by  deed,  mere 
non-user  for  any  length  of  time  will  not  impair  or  de- 
feat it.*  The  non-user,  to  have  that  efTect,  must  be  in 
consequence  of  something  which  is  adverse  to  the  user  on 
tlie  part  of  the  owner  of  the  servient  estate,  and  continued 
for  the  period  of  prescription.'  So  long  as  the  conduct 
and  situation  of  the  parties  are  consistent  with  the  Written 
title  under  which  they  claim,  they  will  be  presumed  to 
hold  under  it  and  according  to  its  terms.'  So  it  may  be 
determined  by  any  act  of  the  party  incompatible  there- 
with.^ The  owner  of  the  dominant  estate  may  make  such 
changes  in  the  use  and  condition  thereof  as  to  renounce 
the  easement;*  and  this  may  be  relied  on  by  the  owner 
of  the  servient  estate  as  an  abandonment."  A  mere  abuse 
of  the  right,  such  as  using  a  way  for  a  purpose  not  in- 
cluded in  the  right,  is  only  a  trespass,  and  the  right  re- 
mains.     But   where  a  way  had   been   laid   out  for  the 


'  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dec.  399. 

^  Jennison  v.  Walker,  11  Gray,  425; 
Farrar  v.  Cooper,  34  Me.  400;  White 
t>.  Crawford,  10  Mass.  183;  I'illsbury 
r.  Moore,  44  Me.  154;  C9  Am.  Dec.  91; 
Wilder  V.  St.  Paul,  12  Miim.  208; 
CliiiiuUer  t>.  Jamacia  Pond  etc.  Co., 
I'.'j  Miiss.  544;  Thompson  v.  Myers,  34 
I.a.  Aim.  615.  But  non-user  ia  only 
f  lima  facie  evidence  of  an  intention  to 
aliaiulou:  Pratt  v.  Sweetzer,  68  Me. 
344. 

'  Webber  V.  Chapman,  42  N.  H.  326; 
80  Am.  Dec.  111. 

*  Arnold  V.  Stevens,  24  Pick.  106; 
35  Am.  Dec.  3U5;  Londt^inlyckv.  Ander- 
tou,  59  Uow.  Pr.  1;  Kiehle  v.  Haw- 


lings,  38  N.  J.  L.  20;  Eddy  v.  Chace.  140 
Mass.  471;  Tyler  v.  Cooper,  47  Hun, 
94. 

'  Jewett  V.  Jewett,  16  Barb.  150; 
Farrar  v.  Cooper,  34  Me.  400;  Cliandler 
V.  Jamacia  Pond,  125  Mass.  544;  Ban- 
non  V.  Angier,  2  Allen,  128;  Hall  v. 
McCaughey,  51  Pa.  St.  43;  Nitzell  v. 
Paschall,  3  Rawle,  76;  Pope  v.  O'Hara, 
48  N.  Y.  446;  Snell  v.  Levitt,  39  Hun, 
227. 

«  Doe  V.  Butler,  3  Wend.  149. 

'  Boone  on  Real  Property,  147. 

*  Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Met.  395;  43 
Am.  Dec.  399. 

•Jones  V.  Tapling,  11  Com.  B.,  N. 
S.,  283;  Garritt  v.  Sharp,  3  Ad.  &  £. 
325. 
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common  use  of  lots  bounded  on  it,  nud  A,  the  owner  of 
otjo  of  these  h>ts,  hud  apiiioiUMaled  to  his  own  uhc  the  pint 
of  the  Wiiy  opporiito  his  U)t,  it  wu.  hehl  that  A  hud  aban- 
doned hid  easement,  and  couUl  not  maintain  an  aetion 
ay:ainst  the  owner  of  another  of  tho  lots  for  obstruetinj; 
tho  way.'  A  ri<,'ht  of  way  is  not  extinguished  by  its 
owner's  habitual  use  of  another,  equally  convenient,  unless 
there  is  an  intentional  abandonment  of  the  ibrmer.' 

g  2782.    Obstructions  to  Easements— Remedies.  —  Any 

obstruction  to  au  easement,  any  encroachment  upon  it, 
or  any  disturbanco  of  the  soil,  or  of  (hat  by  means  of 
which  tho  easement  is  enjoyed,  is  an  actionable  wrong, 
provided  danuige  is  caused  by  it.'  But  a  previous  re- 
quest to  remove  the  disturbance  is  essential.*  And  the 
plaintiff  must  remove  an  obstruction  to  the  enjoyment  of 
an  easement  existing  on  his  own  land,  or  sliow  his  readi- 
ness to  do  so  before  he  can  maintain  an  action  against  an- 
otljer  for  disturbing  such  easement.'  Where  the  injury  is 
not  su.'^ceptible  of  being  adequately  compensated  by  dam- 
ages at  law,  equity  will  interfere  by  injunction,  either  to 
restrain  the  continuance  of  the  wrong,"  or  to  prevent  the 
commission  of  a  threatened  injury.'  The  owner  of  the 
easement  has  a  right,  also,  to  enter  the  land  and  abate 
the  obstruction  himself.'  In  so  doing,  he  does  not  lose 
his  right  to  recover  by  action  the  damages  he  may  have 

»  Steere  v.  Tiffany,  13  R.  I.  668.  ♦  Elliott  v.  Rhett,  5  Rich.  405;  57 

*  Ja.iiiicia  Poiul  etc.  Corp.  v.  Chan-  Am.  Dec.  750. 

dler,  121  Muss.  3.  «  Elliott  v.  Uhett,  6  Rich.  405;  57 

'Couley  on  Torts,  371;   Parker  t>.  Am.  Dec.  750. 

GriswoUl,  17  Coiiu.  288;  42  Am.  Dec.  «  Burwell  v.  Hobson,  12  Gratt.  322; 

739;  Munroe  v.  Stickney,  48  Me.  402;  65  Am.  Dec.  247;  Ackormau  v.  Don- 

Clitionl  0.  Hoare,  L.  R.  0  Com.  P.  302;  cou  Co.,  16  Wis.  154;  Corning  v.  Tmy 

9  Eiig.  R.  44<J;  Aynsley  r.  Glover,  L.  Factory,  40  N.  Y.   192;  Muirilield  t-. 

R.  18  Eq.  544;  11  Eng.  R.  521;  Jack-  Lonihard,  13  Allen,  16;  DO  Am.  Dec. 

son  V.  New  Castle,  33  Law  J.,  N.  S.,  172;  Wood  v.  .Saumlers,  L.  R.  10  Cli. 

698;    Bliss    v.    Kennedy,   43   HI.    74;  582;  14  Eiig.  R.  805. 

Burnliatn  w.  Keinptoii,  44  N.  H.  79;  '  Ingraiiiiin  v.  Dunnell.  5  Met.  IIS: 

Chatlield    v.    Wilson,    27    Vt.    670;  Mott  v.  Schoolhred,  L.  R.  20  Eq.  22; 

Gilmore  v.  Driscoll,  122  Mass.  199;  23  13  Eng.  R.  5S2. 

Am.  Rep.  312;  Sainp-ion  v.  Hodiliiiott,  "  Aniiek  i\  Tliarp,  13  Gratt.  504;  li' 

1  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  590;  Baer  V.  Martin,  Am.    Dec.    7S7;    <;iv;it    F^Us   Co.    '• 

8  Blackf.  317.  Worstor,   15  N.   11.  412;   llutcliinsou 
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sustained  up  to  tho  tiino  of  sucli  uhatcmont.'  But  in 
al)aling  uii  obstruction  {\\o  owner  must  uct  in  a  careful 
manner,  doing  no  unnoees.sary  injury;'  if  lie  does  not, 
ho  forfeits  his  right,  and  becomes  a  trespasser.' 

§2783.    Who  may  Sue  and  be  Sued. —Whoever  is 

owner  of  the  dominant  tenement  at  the  time  an  easement 
is  disturbed,  or  has  any  interest  therein  which  entitles 
him  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  easement,  may  maintain  an 
action  for  the  injury;*  and  where  the  dominant  tenement 
is  under  lease,  the  reversioner  may  also  sue,  if  tho  injury  is 
Olio  that  affects  his  rights  as  reversioner.'  biiit  may  be 
brought  against  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement  if  the 
injury  was  done  by  him  or  with  his  permission;  and  if  it 
consists  in  an  obstruction  or  encroachiuent  whioli  is 
continued  Iv  his  successor  in  the  title,  the  lattot  mav  be 
held  responsible  if  he  fails  to  remove  it  within  a  reason- 
able time  after  notice."  If  the  party  from  whom  an  as- 
signee purchases  cannot  complain  of  an  alleged  misuser 
of  an  easement,  the  assignee  cannot,  as  he  stands  in  the 
shoes  of  him  from  whom  he  purchased.' 

§  2784.  Easement  of  Light  and  Air— Ancient  Lights. 
—  The  English  doctrine  of  ancient  lights,  i.  e.,  a  right  by 
prescription  to  the  light  which  enters  one's  windows  over 

V.  Granger,  13  Vt.  386;  Adams  i;.  Bar-  43  Am.  Dec.  2U5;  Davies  v.  Williams, 

ney,  '25  Vt.  225;  Ballard  v.  Butler,  30  16  Q.  B.  546. 

Me.  94;  Jewell  v.  Gardiner,  12  Mass.  *  Hastings    v.   Livermore,    7  Gray, 

311';  Ulii;a  v.  Forsyth,  37  Pa.  St.  503;  194;   Stanford  v.   Lyon,  37  N.  J.  L. 

78  Ain.  Dec.  441;  McCord  v.  High,  24  426;  18  Am.  Rep.  736. 

Inwii,  348;  Perry  v.  Fitzhowe,  «  Q.  B.  "  Kidgill  v.  Moor,   9  Com.  B.   364; 

757.  Queen's  College  v.   Hallett,    14  East, 

'  White  V.  Chapin,  102  Mass.  138;  4Si);  liattidhill  v.   Reed,    18  Com.   B. 

Tate  V.  Parish,  7  B.  Mon.  .328.  696;  Brown  v.  Boweu.  30  N.  Y.  519; 

^Morrison  v.  Howe,  120  Mass.  571;  86  Am.  Dec.  406;  Tinsinan  v.  R.  R. 

Amick  r.  Tliarp,  13Gratt.  564;  67  Am.  Co.,  25  N.  J.   L.  255;  64  Am.  Dec. 

Due.  787;  Burling  v.  Read,   11  Q.  B.  415. 

'.101;  Roberts  v.  Rose,  L.  R.  1  Ex.  82;  •  Woodman  v.   Tufts,  9  N.  H.   88; 

Tiitiiill  V.  Scott,  43  Vt.  525;  5  Am.  Thornton    v.    Smith,     11    Minn.    15; 

Uep.  301.  Grigsby  v.   Clear  Lake,  40  Cal.  396; 

^  Ganley  e.  Looney,    14  Allen,  40;  Dodge  v.  Stacy,  39  Vt.  558;  Caldwell 

Dyer  v.  Depui,  5  Whart.  584;  Wright  v.  Gale,  11  Mich.  77. 

V.  .Moore,  38  Ala.  599;  82  Am.  Dec.  '  Norfleet  v.   Cromwell,    70  N.    C. 

731;  Heath  v.  Williams,  25  Me.  209;  634;  16  Am.  Rep.  787. 
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the  lands  of  another  is  not  (except  in  one  or  two  states') 
recognized  in  this  country,  and  therefore,  in  the  United 
States,  no  prescriptive  right  to  have  *he  light  and  air  enter 
the  windows  of  a  building  laterally  over  the  land  of  an- 
other can  be  acquired,  and  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
or  implied  grant,  an  adjoining  owner  may  build  upon  his 
own  land  so  as  to  completely  shut  out  the  light  of  his 
neighbor's  windows  opening  upon  his  land,  and  no  action 
can  be  maintained  therefor.^  But  the  right  to  light  and 
air  may  be  acquired  by  express  grant  or  covenant.*     An 


'  Louisiana.  — Durant  v.  Riildel,  12 
La.  Ami.  746;  Cluria  v.  Tieriian,  15 
La.  Ann.  Slti.  The  rule  in  this  state 
Heeins  tu  1)e  as  follows:  The  right  to 
place  windDwa  in  a  party-wall,  or  in  a 
division  wall,  may  bu  acquired  by  ten 
years'  uninterrupted  possession;  but 
that  right,  so  acquired,  is  subject  to 
tlie  right  of  the  owner  of  the  adjoin- 
ing estate  to  build  on  his  own  ground 
a  wall  or  house,  and  thereby  com- 
pletely obstruct  light  and  air.  The 
right  to  prevent  the  owner  of  an  ad- 
joining estate  from  erecting  any  such 
obstructions  can  only  be  acquired  by 
title. 

Illinois.  — In  the  early  case  of  Garber 
V.  Grabel,  Ifi  111.  217.  But  the  doc- 
trine of  this  case  was  repudiated  in 
Guest  V.  Reynolds,  6S  111.  478;  18 
Am.  Rep.  570. 

Ntw  Jersey.  — The  English  doctrine 
is  adopted  in  several  early  cases  in 
this  state:  Robeson  i\  Pitteuger,  2 
N.  J.  Eq.  57;  .32  Am.  Dec.  412;  Plum 
V.  Canal  Co.,  10  N.  J.  Eq.  256;  King 
V.  Miller,  8  N.  J.  Eq.  559;  55  Am. 
Dec.  246;  Barnett  v.  .Johnson,  15  N. 
J.  Eq.  4SI;  Bechtel  ».  Carslakc,  11  N. 
J.  Eq.  500.  See  Sutphen  v.  Therkelson, 
38  N.  J.  Eq.  .318.  But  it  is  repu- 
diated in  Hayden  r.  Dutoher,  31  N.  J. 
El).  217.  An  action  does  not  lie  in 
New  Jersey  for  obstructing  a  view: 
ilarwood  v.  Tompkins,  24  N.  J.  L. 
42.">. 

Neu)  York.  —  The  English  doctrine 
was  recognized  in  an  early  case  in  this 
state:  Mahan  v.  Brown,  13  Wend. 
261;  28  Am.  Dec.  461  (1835).  But  this 
case  ia  not  uow  law:    See  next  note. 


Delaware.  —  Clawson  v.  Primrose, 
4  Del.  Ch.  64.3. 

•^  Ward  V.  Neal,37  >  la.  500;  Parker  r. 
V.  Foote,  H)  Wend.  3Ut);  Doyle  w.  Lord, 
C4  N.  Y.  4.30;  21  Am.  Rep.  620;  Doyle 
V.  Lord,  30  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  421;  Mahan 
V.  Brown,  13  Wend.  261;  28  Am.  Dee. 
461;  Radcliflf  v.  Mayor,  4  N.  Y.  200; 
53  Am.  Dec.  357;  Myers  v.  Geinmel,  10 
Barb.  537;  Rogers  v.  Sawin,  10  Gray, 
376;  Carrig  v.  Dee,  14  Grayi  583; 
Randall  V.  Sanderson,  111  Mass.  114; 
Keats  V.  Hugo,  115  Mass.  204;  15  Am. 
Rep.  SO;  Junks  v.  Williams,  115  Mass. 
217;  Cherry  V.  Stern,  11  Md.  1;  Powell 
V.  Sims,  5W.  Va.  1;  13  Am.  Rep.  629; 
Keiper  v.  Klein,  51  Ind.  310;  Mullen 
V.  Strieker,  19  Ohio  St.  1.35;  2  Am. 
Rep.  379;  Napier  v.  Bulwinkle,  5  Rieh. 
312;  Klein  v.  Gehring,  25  Tex.  Supp. 
2.32;  78  Am.  Dec.  565;  Story  v.  Odni, 
12  Ma.ss.  157;  7  Am.  Dec.  46;  Pierre 
V.  Fernald,  26  Me.  436;  46  Am.  Dec. 
573;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  i\  '1  ruliinger,  3 
Or.  1;  Morrison  v.  Manpiardt,  24 
Iowa,  63;  92  Am.  Dec.  444;  Hoy  r. 
Sterrett,  2  Watts,  331;  27  Am.  Dec. 
313;  Stein  v.  Hanck,  56  Ind.  05;  2(1 
Am.  Rep.  10;  Ray  v.  Sweeney,  14 
Bush,  1;  29  Am.  Kep.  388;  Lapere  r. 
Luckey,  23  Kan.  534;  33  Am.  Rep. 
196;  Housel  v.  Conant,  12  111.  App. 
259;  Greene  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  65  How. 
Pr.  154. 

a  Mahan  v.  Brown,  13  Wend.  2(;:J: 
28  Am.  Dee.  461;  Parker  v.  Foote,  J  J 
Wend.  309;  Keats  v.  Hugo,  115  Mass. 
216;  15  Am.  Rep.  80;  Brooks  t-.  Rey- 
nolds, 106  Mass.  3);  Hills  v.  Miller,  3 
Paige,  254;  24  Am.  Dec.  218;  James 
V.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1;  6  Am.  Rep.  3U0; 
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eassment  to  light  and  air  may  also  be  acquired  by  im- 
plied grant/  though  this  is  denied  in  some  states.* 

The  right  rests,  nevertheless,  in  all  the  cases  upon  the 
ground  of  necessity,  and  not  of  mere  convenience.*  No 
grant  of  light  and  air  will  be  implied  beyond  what  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  premises 
conveyed.*  The  doctrine  may  be  stated  thus:  That  where 
one,  being  the  owner  of  land,  erects  a  house  thereon  with 
windows  opening  upon  his  vacant  land  adjoining,  and 
sells  the  house,  reserving  the  adjoining  lot,  this  does  not 
create  an  easement  in  the  purchaser  of  the  house  to  have 
the  light  and  air  come  through  those  windows,  unless  the 
easement  is  necessary  to  supply  the  building  with  light, 
and  to  its  comfortable  enjoyment.'  A  person  selling  a 
house  which  opens  out  upon  a  vacant  lot,  also  belonging 
to  him,  will  be  estopped  from  making  an  erection  upon 
the  lot  that  would  obstruct  the  passage  of  light  and  air  to 
the  dwelling.**  But  it  is  essential  that  the  windows  which  it 
is  sought  to  protect  should  be  necessary  to  the  admission 
of  sufficient  light  and  air  for  the  reasonable  enjoyment  of 
the  building  conveyed,  and  that  a  sufficient  amount  of 


Dyer  v.  Sanford,  9  Met.  395;  43  Am. 
Dec.  399;  Royce  v.  Guggenheim,  106 
Mass.  201;  8  Am.  Rep.  322;  United 
.States  V.  Appleton,  1  Sum.  49'J; 
Thurston  ».  Miuke,  32  Md.  487;  Lamp- 
man  r.  Milks,  21  N.  Y.  505;.^^;»rriaon 
V.  Marquardt,  24  Iowa,  35;  92  Am. 
Dec.  444;  Powell  v.  Sims,  5  VV.  Va.  1; 
13  Am.  Rep.  629;  Turner  v.  Thomp- 
son, 58  Ga.  268;  24  Am.  Dec.  297; 
Pope  V.  Bell,  37  N.  J.  Eq.  495. 

'  Janes  v.  Jenkins,  34  Md.  1 ;  6  Am. 
Rep.  300;  Maynard  v.  Esher,  17  Pa. 
St.  2'22;  United  States  v.  Apploton,  1 
Sum.  492;  Story  v.  Odin,  12  Mass. 
157;  7  Am.  Dec.  46;  Oregon  Iron  Co. 
V.  Tiullinger,  3  Or.  1. 

^  Keats  ».  Hugo,  115  Mass.  204;  15 
Ami.  Rep.  80;  Shii)man  v.  Beer^,  2 
Alil>.  N.  C.  435;  Havenstick  v.  Sipe, 
3:{  I'a.  St.  308;  Doyle  v.  Lord,  64  N. 
Y.  432;  21  Am.  Rep.  629;  Johnson  v. 
O^jpenheim,  55  N.  Y.  293;  Mullen  v. 


Strieker,  19  Ohio  St.  135;  2  Am.  Rep. 
.379;  Keifer  v.  Klein,  51  lud.  216; 
Randall  v.  Sanderson,  111  Mass. 
114. 

3  Powell  V.  Sims,  5  W.  Va.  1;  13 
Am.  Rep.  629;  White  v.  Bradley,  66 
Me.  254;  Rennyson's  Appeal,  94  Pa. 
St.  147;  39  Am.  Rep.  777;  Mullen  v. 
Strieker,  19  Ohio  St.  135;  2  Am.  Rep. 
379. 

*  Rennyson's  Appeal,  94  Pa.  St.  147; 
39  Am.  Rep.  777;  Powell  v.  Sims,  5 
W.  Va.  1;  13  Am.  Rup.  629. 

"White  V.  Bradley,  66  Me.  254; 
Rennyson's  Appeal,  94  Pa.  St  147;  39 
Am.  Rep.  777;  Paine  v.  Boston,  4 
Allen,  169;  Biddle  v.  Ash,  2  Asiiin. 
211;  Napier  v.  Bulwiukle,  2  Rich.  312; 
Brooks  V.  Reynolds,  106  Mass.  31; 
Canig  V.  Dee,  14  Gray,  583;  Cherry  v. 
Stein,  11  Md.  1;  Keats  v.  Hugo,  115 
Mass.  "04;  15  Am.  Rep.  80. 

•  Maynard  v.  Eaher,  17  Pa.  St.  222. 
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light  and  air  could  not  be  derived  from  other  windows 
then  existing,  or  which  could  elsewhere  be  opened  in  the 
building  at  a  reasonable  expense,  to  render  the  rooms  rea- 
sonably useful  and  enjoyable.^  Enjoyment  of  light  and 
air  from  a  private  alley  does  not  give  the  right  to  have 
the  owner  compelled  to  keep  it  open.^  Where  two  estates 
are  conveyed  at  the  same  time  to  different  purchasers,  no 
easement  is  acquired  in  favor  of  either  estate  for  the  pas- 
sage of  light  and  air.'  As  between  landlord  and  tenant, 
the  rule  is  ditferent  from  the  case  of  premises  conveyed. 
If  the  landlord  lets  prejnises  with  windows  opening  upon 
an  adjoining  lot  owned  by  him,  which  are  necessary  to 
furnish  light  and  air  for  such  premises,  there  is  an  im- 
plied covenant  on  his  part  that  he  will  make  no  erection 
upon  the  adjoining  premises,  during  the  term,  that  shall 
so  darken  such  windows  that  the  beneficial  enjoyment  of 
the  premises  shall  be  prevented.*  But  if  the  windows 
obstructed  were  not  necessary  for  the  beneficial  enjoy- 
ment of  the  premises  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were 
rented,  the  erection  is  not  a  nuisance  nor  an  interference 
with  the  tenant's  rights.* 

The  access  of  air  to  the  chimneys  of  a  building  can- 


>  Turrter  v.  Thompson,  58  Ga.  268; 
24  Am.  Rep.  497;  Powell  v.  Sims,  5 
W.  Va.  1;  13  Am.  Rep.  &29;  Clarke  v. 
Clarke,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  App.  IG. 

^  Dexter  v.  Tree,  117  111.  532. 

»  Maynanl  v.  Eshlur,  17  Pa.  Sfc.  222; 
Collier  V.  Pierce,  7  Gray,  18;  ti  Am. 
Dec.  453. 

*  Doyle  V.  Lord,  64  N.  Y.  432;  21 
Am.  Rep.  629.  Auil  such  an  act  will 
amount  to  an  ciction:  Rnyci!  v.  Giig- 
geiiheim,  106  Mass.  201;  8  Am.  Hop. 
322. 

■•  Palmer  v.  Wetmore,  2  Saml.  31 6. 
In  anotlier  case  in  New  York,  the 
ilufendant  leased  to  the  plaintiff  a 
dwelling-house  opening  out  upon  a 
vacant  lot,  also  helonging  to  him,  over 
which  the  light  and  air  had  been  ac- 
customed to  come  to  the  house.  While 
the  tenant  was  iu  possession  of  the 
premises,    the    dofoudant    erected    a 


building  upon  this  vacant  lot,  occupy- 
ing the  whole  apace  between  the  lot 
and  the  dwelling,  and  darkening  all 
the  windows  on  that  sitle  of  the  house. 
The  court  held  that  this  was  not  an 
actionable  injury,  and  was  not  in  der- 
ogation of  the  defendant's  grant,  be- 
cau-se  the  law  docs  not  attach  a  right 
of  enjoyment  of  light  as  an  incident  to 
the  occupation  of  a  house,  unless  it 
exists  in  the  form  of  dedication  to 
group.s  or  collections  of  houses  so  as  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  a  public  ease- 
ment. But  the  court  considered  that 
if  houses  were  erected  around  a  court, 
with  an  open  space  for  light  and  air, 
with  a  common  entrance,  and  open  for 
all  the  tenants,  that  this  would  be 
In^ld  as  a  dedication  for  the  benelit  of 
all  the  teuauta:  Myera  v.  Gennnel,  10 
Barb.  537. 
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not,  even  in  England,  be  claimed  by  prescription,  or  as  a 
natural  right.*  One  will  not  be  restrained  by  injunction 
from  putting  a  window  in  his  wall.  The  remedy  is  to 
build  up  opposite  the  window.*  A  private  dwelling-house 
may  not  be  declared  a  nuisance  by  authority  of  the  legis- 
lature, simply  because  it  may  injure  adjoining  property 
by  cutting  off  the  breeze  from  and  the  view  of  the  sja.* 

§  2785.  Removing  Lateral  Support  of  Land. — An 
owner  of  land  has  a  right  to  lateral  support  from  the 
soil  of  his  neighbor  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve the  soil  on  his  own  land  in  its  natural  state,  and 
whoever  makes  excavations  on  his  own  lands  must  do 
so  without  endangering  that  right  of  his  neighbor.* 
There  is  no  absolute  right  to  the  support  of  the  adjoin- 
ing lands;  the  adjoining  owner  may  withdraw  the  sup- 
port, and  no  action  lies  if  no  damage  ensues.  If  the 
party's  soil  remains  intact,  the  adjoining  owner  may 
excavate  to  the  very  extremity  of  the  boundary  line,  and 
no  action  will  lie  therefor.*  So  one  may  recover  damages 
for  an  injury  to  his  soil  by  removing  the  lateral  support 
of  it,  although  its  subsidence  was  caused  by  the  weight 
of  adjacent  buildings  belonging  to  another  proprietor.' 
But  this  obligation  is  limited  to  the  support  of  the  land 
in  its  natural  condition;  and  if  the  neighbor's  land  is 
weighted  with  buildings,  or  other  burdens,  the  owner 
of  the  servient  tenement,  in   removing  lateral  support, 


'  Bryant  v.  Lefever,  L.  R.  4  Com. 
P.  Div.  172;  27  Week.  Rep.  592. 

» Shell  V.  Kemmerer,  13  Phila.  502. 

'  Quintini  v.  Board  of  Aldermen,  04 
Miss.  483;  60  Am.  Rep.  62. 

*  Thurston  w.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220; 


Marshall,  19  Barb.  3S0;  21  Barl-.  417; 
Lasala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige,  KiO;  25 
Ain.  Dec.  524;  Shafer  v  Wilson,  44 
Md.  268;  Busby  v.  Hdltliaus,  4(i  Mo. 
161;  Foley  v.  Wyeth,  2  Allen,  l.Sl;  79 
Am.  Dec.  771;  Maurer  v.  Lussuin,  65 


7  Am.  Dec.  57;  Chariess  v.  Rankin,  22    111.  484;  Guest w.  Reynolds,  USUI.  47S; 


Mo.  560;  66  Am.  Dec.  642;  Boothbyr. 
R.  R.  Co.,  51  Me.  318;  Huniplirics  v. 
Brogdon,  12  Q.  B.  739;  McGuire  v. 
Grant,  25  N.  J.  L.  357;  67  Am.  Dec. 
49;  Richardson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  465; 
60  Am.  Dec.  283;  Stevenson  v.  Wal- 
lace, 27Gratt.  77;  Quincy  v.  Jones,  76 


m.  231;  20  Am.  Rep.  243;  Farraud  v.    Am.  Deo.  771. 


18  Aiu.  Rup.  570;  Baltimore  etc  K.  R. 
Co.  V.  Reaiiey,  4'.!  Md.  117;  Hcud  v. 
Murphy,  37  Vt.  99;  86  Am.  Due.  693; 
Acton  V.  Nolan,  63  Cal.  269. 

*  Cases  in  last  note;  Lasala  v.  Hol- 
brook, 4  Paige,  169;  25  Am.  Dec.  n"J4. 

"Foley  V.  Wyeth,  2  Allen,  131;  79 
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can  be  held  responsible  only  for  such  consequences  as 
would  have  followed  if  the  land  had  not  been  thus 
weighted.'  A  person,  on  buihling  a  house  contiguous 
and  adjoining  to  the  house  of  another,  may  lawfully  sink 
the  foundation  of  his  house  below  the  foundation  of  his 
neighbor's,  and  is  not  liable  for  any  consequential  dam- 
age, provided  he  has  used  due  care  and  diligence  to  pre- 
vent any  injury  to  the  house  of  the  other.*  The  rule  is, 
that  if  A  digs  so  near  the  land  of  B  that  it  falls  into  his 
pit,  together  with  the  buildings  and  other  improvements 
thereon,  B  may  recover  damages  of  A  for  the  actual  loss 
of  and  injury  to  his  soil,  but  not  for  any  injury  to  the 
superimposed  improvements,  althougli  the  soil  would 
have  fallen  without  the  additional  weight  of  such  im- 
provements.' 

But  the  right  to  lateral  support  weighted  by  buildings 
may  be  acquired  by  prescription,*  or  by  an  implied  cove- 
nant, as  where  the  adjoining  lands  were  formerly  the 
property  of  a  common  owner,®  or  where  several  buildings, 
built  by  a  common  owner,  so  as  to  support  each  other, 
have  been  afterwards  sold  to  different  vendees.*     The  fact 


'  Tunstall  v.  Christian,  80  Va.  1;  56 
Am.  Kep.  581;  Moody  w.  McClelland, 
3i)  Ala.  45;  84  Am.  Dec.  770;  Thurston 
V.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  7  Am.  Dec. 
57;  Panton  v.  Holland,  17  Johns.  92; 
8  Am.  Dec.  369;  Lasala  v.  Holbrook, 
4  Paige,  169;  25  Am.  Dec.  524;  O'Con- 
nor w.  Pittaburg,  18 Pa.  St.  187;  VVyatt 
V.  Harrison,  3  Barn.  &  Adol.  871;  Par- 
tridge V.  Scott,  3  Mees.  &  W.  220; 
Backhouse  v.  Bonoini,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  502; 
Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B.  739; 
Qiiiucy  V.  Jones,  76  111.  231 :  20  Am. 
llcp.  243;  Cincinnati  v.  Penny,  21 
Ohio  St.  4i)9;  8  Am.  Rep.  73;  McGuire 
r.  (Irant,  25  N.  J.  L.  386;  67  Am.  Dec. 
49;  Charless  v.  Riinkin,  22  Mo.  566; 
66  Am.  Dec.  642;  Busliby  v.  Holthaus, 
46  Mo.  161;  Foley  i-.  Wyeth,  2  Allen, 
131;  79  Am.  Dec.  771;  Richardson  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  465;  60  Am.  Dec.  283; 
Gilmore  v.  DriHCoU,  122  Mass.  ri9; 
23  Am.  Rep.  312;  Winn  v.  Abeles,  35 
Kau.  85;  57  Am.  Re|>.  138;  Kichart  v. 


Scott,  7  Watts,  460;  32  Am.  Dec. 
779. 

■■'  Panton  v.  Holland,  17  Johns.  92; 
8  Am.  Dec.  369. 

^  Gilmore  v.  Driscoll,  122  Mass.  199; 
23  Am.  Rep.  312. 

*  Washburn  on  Easements,  547; 
Story  I'.  Odin,  12  Mass.  157;  7  Am. 
Dec.  46;  Lasala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige, 
161;  25  Am.  Dec.  524;  Qiiincy  v. 
Jones.  76111.  231;  20  Am.  Rep.  243; 
Stevenson  v.  Wallace,  27  Gratt.  77; 
Richart  v.  Scott,  7  Watts,  460;  32  Am. 
Dec.  779;  Charless  v.  Rankin,  22  Mo. 
666;  66  Am.  Dec.  642.  Vontm,  Mitchell 
V.  Mayor,  49  Ga.  19;  15  Am.  Rep.  669. 

*  Harris  v,  Ryding,  5  Mees.  &  W. 
60;  McGuire  v.  Grant,  2.")  N.  J.  L. 
356;  67  Am.  Dec.  49;  Sievenson  v. 
Wallace,  27  Gratt.  77;  Riciiards  v. 
Rose,  9  Ex.  218;  Gayford  v.  Nicholls, 
y  Ex.  702. 

"  Ricliarda  v.  Rose,  9  Ex.  218;  23  L, 
J.  Ex.  3. 
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that  houses  have  been  built  on  the  land  does  not  take 
away  from  the  owner  his  right  to  so  much  lateral  supjtort 
as  would  have  sustained  the  soil  in  its  natural  condition. 
If  his  soil  would  have  sunk  in  consequence  of  the  excava- 
tion without  the  superincumbent  weight  of  the  house,  he 
is  entitled  to  damages  for  the  injury  to  his  soil  or  to  the 
foundations  of  his  house.'  But  the  right  to  lateral  sup- 
port not  being  an  absolute  right,  its  infringement  is  not 
a  cause  of  action  without  appreciable  damage.  Therefore, 
where  A  dug  a  w^ell  near  B's  land,  which  sank  in  conse- 
quence, and  a  building  erected  on  it  within  twenty  years 
fell,  and  it  was  proved  that  if  the  building  had  not  been 
on  B's  land,  the  land  would  have  sank,  but  the  damage 
would  have  been  inappreciable,  it  was  held  that  B  had  no 
right  of  action  against  A."  Where  one  conveyed  land  to 
a  railroad  company  "  for  material  ....  to  the  uses  and 
purposes  of  said  railroad,  and  for  no  other  or  different 
purpose,"  and  the  removal  of  the  material  deprived  other 
land  of  its  lateral  support,  so  that  it  fell  down  some  years 
afterwards,  it  was  held  that  he  was  estopped  by  his  deed 
from  recovering  damages.'  But  in  removing  lateral  sup- 
port, even  where  he  has  a  right  to  do  so,  the  party  so  re- 
moving it  must  use  due  care,  and  if  by  his  negligence  he 
inflicts  unnecessary  damage,  he  is  responsible  therefor.* 


'  Brown  v.  Robins,  4  Hurl,  k  N. 
186;  26  L.  J.  Ex.  250;  Strayan  v. 
Kiiowles,  G  Hurl.  &  N.  454;  30  L.  J. 
Ex.  102;  Stevenson  v.  Wallace,  27 
Gratt.  77;  Hunt  v.  Peake,  John.  705; 
H  liner  o.  Knowles,  6  Hurl.  &  N.  459; 
Wyatt »'.  Harrison,  Barn.  &  Adol.  871. 

'  Smith  V.  Thackrali,  L.  R.  1  Com. 
P.  5()4;  1  Har.  &  R.  615;  Bonomi  v. 
Bukhouse,  S  H.  L.  Cas.  503;  .34 
L.  J.  Q.  B.  181.  In  Foley  v.  VVyeth, 
2  AUun,  131,  79  Am.  Dec.  771,  tlie 
court  say:  "Whether,  if  tlie  pressure 
of  tiie  weiglit  of  artificial  structures 
wliicii  the  owner  has  placed  upun  his 
own  laml  for  a  lawful  purpose  and  in 
its  reasonable  use  contrihutes  to  cause 
a  slide  or  crumbling  away  of  hi.«  soil 
into  a  pit  excavated  iu  au  adjoiuiug 


close  by  another  proprietor,  this  will 
deprive  him  of  the  right  to  remunera- 
tion for  the  injury  sustained,  may  be 
considered  to  be  at  least  open  to  de- 
nial." 

»  Ludlow  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Hun,  239. 

*  Washburn  on  Easements,  437; 
Panton  v.  Holland,  17  Johns.  92;  8 
Am.  Dec.  3(i9;  Stevenson  i>.  Wallace,  27 
Gratt.  77,  89;  Dixon  v.  Wilkinson,  2 
McAr.  425;  Dodd  v.  Holme,  1  Ad. 
&  E.  493;  Davis  o.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Sc.tb 
N.  R.  74;  1  Man.  &  G.  799;  2  Eug. 
Ry.  &  C.  Cas.  .30S;  1  Drink.  I;  Lukin 
V.  Godsill.  Peake  All.  Cas.  15;  Tiower 
V.  Cliii  Iwick,  3  Bing.  N.  C.  334;. Austin 
I'.  K.  R.  Co.,  25  N.  Y.  334;  B.H.tiibv  v. 
R.  U.  Co  ,  51  Me.  318;  Shafer  v.  Wd- 
son,  44  Md.  208,  280;  Balumure  etc. 
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He  must  give  notice  of  his  intention,  so  that  the  owner 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  provide  against  any  threat- 
ened danger.*  The  care  which  he  must  exercise,  it  is  held, 
is  not  the  care  which  he  would  exercise  were  both  build- 
ings his  own,  but  ordinary  care  only.^  He  is  not  obliged 
to  shore  up  his  neighbor's  house.'  Where  the  owner  is 
not  entitled  as  of  right  to  support  for  his  house,  it  is  a 
good  defense  that  the  excavation  was  made  by  an  inde- 
pendent contractor.*  The  mere  fact  that  the  walls  of 
plaintiff's  house  cracked  on  account  of  the  excavation  is 
not  evidence  of  negligence  in  making  it.*  An  injunction 
to  prevent  the  threatened  injury  as  well  as  an  action  for 
damages  will  lie,*  although  the  pecuniary  damage  threat- 
ened is  slight,  and  may  be  easily  compensated  in  dam- 
ages.' One  quarrying  on  a  hill-slope  will  be  enjoined 
from  removing  the  lateral  support  to  his  neighbor's  land, 
unless  he  shall  protect  such  land  by  a  substan  al  stone 
wall.'  But  equity  will  not  enjoin  a  land-owner  from 
making  excavations  on  his  land,  when  no  serious  injury 
to  the  adjoining  realty  is  imminent,  and  when  there  is 
nothing  peculiar  in  the  situation  and  circumstances  of 
such  realty." 

Illustrations. — The  plaintiff  erected  a  valuable  residence 
upon  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  on  a  lot  adjoining  the  defendant's, 
He  took  the  precaution  to  lay  his  foundation  wall  sixteen  feet 


R.  R.  Co.  V.  Reaney,  42  Md.  117;  Fo- 
ley  V.  Wyeth,  2  Allen,  131;  79  Am. 
Dec.  771;  Quincy  v.  Jones,  76  III.  231, 
241;  20  Am.  Rep.  243;  Charless  v. 
Rankin,  22  Mo.  666;  66  Am.  Dec.  642; 
Walters  v.  Pfeil,  1  Moody  &  M.  364; 
S brieve  v.  Stokes,  8  B.  Mon.  453;  4S 
Am.  Dec.  401;  McGuire  v.  Grant,  25 
N.  J.  L.  .356;  67  Am.  Dec.  49;  Meyer 
V.  Hobbs,  57  Ala.  175;  29  Am.  Rep.  719. 
>Wyley  Canal  Co.  v.  Bradley,  7 
East,  368;  Massey  v.  Goyder,  4  Car.  & 
P.  161;  Shriever  v.  Stokes,  8  B.  Mon. 
453;  48  Am.  Dec.  401;  Brown  t>. 
Werner;  40  Md.  15;  Rickart  v.  Scott, 
7  Watts,  460;  Shafer  v.  Wilson,  44 
Mil.  268;  Lasala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige, 
169;  25  Am.  Dec.  524. 


»3  Kent's  Com.  437;  Charless  v. 
Rankin,  22  Mo.  566;  66  Am.  Dec.  642. 

'  Peyton  v.  Governors,  4  Man.  &  R. 
625;  9  Barn.  &  C.  725. 

*Gayford  v.  NichoUs,  3  Es.  702. 
Aliter  where  the  owner  ■A'aa  i'-'-'tl-sJ 
to  support:  Stevenson  v.  V/  .w;.  2':' 
Gratt.  77.  See  ante,  Divm'.r  .  'so 
Master  and  Servant — In',cj.  li-mt 
Contractor. 

•  Ward  V.  Andrews,  3  Mo.  A^,,,.  'J.'JU. 

•  Farrand  v.  Marshall,  19  Barb.  380: 
21  Barb.  409;  Hunt  v.  Peake,  John. 
705. 

'  Trowbridge  v.  True,  52  Conn.  190; 
52  Am.  Rep.  579. 

«  Wier's  Appeal,  81*  Pa.  St.  20.3. 

•  McMaugh  V.  Burke,  12  R.  I.  499. 
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])clow  the  surface.  After  his  building  was  completed,  the  de- 
fendant entered  upon  his  lot  and  made  an  excavation  thirty- 
two  feet  deep,  cracking  the  foundation  walls  of  the  plaintiff's 
house,  and  rendering  them  so  insecure  that  he  was  compelled 
to  take  his  house  down.  Held,  that  there  could  be  no  recovery: 
Thurnton  v.  Hancock,  12  Mass.  220;  7  Am.  Dec.  57.  The  plain- 
tiffs had  erected  a  large  and  costly  church  upon  a  lot  in  New 
York  City  adjoining  the  defendant's,  and  the  defendant,  to  lay 
the  foundation  walls  of  a  new  building  that  he  was  about  to 
erect,  began  to  excavate  to  the  depth  of  several  feet  below  the 
walls  of  the  church,  which  endangered  the  safety  of  the  church. 
On  hearing,  the  court  dissolved  the  injunction,  on  the  ground 
that  the  defendant  had  a  right  to  make  the  excavation,  and  the 
plaintiflFs  had  no  redress:  Lasala  v.  Holbrook,  4  Paige,  169;  25 
Am.  Dec.  524. 

§  2786.  Contributory  Negligence.  —  Where  the  owner 
of  the  injured  buildings,  after  notice  by  the  adjacent  owner 
that  he  intends  to  make  an  excavation  or  alteration  in 
his  land  or  buildings,  takes  no  means  to  prevent  the 
injury  or  protect  his  property,  he  will  be  guilty  of  contribu- 
tory negligence,  which  will  bar  his  recovery  of  damages;* 
unless  it  should  appear  that  the  injury  was  inflicted  reck- 
lessly, or  could,  nevertheless,  by  using  due  care,  have 
been  avoided  by  the  defendant.^  The  doctrine  of  contrib- 
utory negligence  does  not  apply  where  the  owner  of  the 
building  injured  is  entitled,  on  the  ground  of  prescrip- 
tion or  of  implied  grant,  to  support  both  for  his  land  and 
his  building.  In  such  a  case,  it  has  been  held  erroneous 
to  instruct  the  jury  that  it  devolved  upon  the  plaintiff  to 
protect  her  building  by  providing  herself  other  sup- 
ports, and  that  the  defendant  was  not  liable  if  the  plain- 
tiff had  knowledge  of  the  danger,  and  could  have  averted 
it  by  prompt  action.  In  such  a  case,  the  fact  that  the 
building  of  the  dominant  tenement  is  negligently  con- 
structed does  not  constitute  a  bar,  but  is  admissible  in 
mitigation  of  damages.' 

'  Thompson    on    Negligence,    279;  Am.  Dec.  642;  Dodd  v.  Holme,  3  Nev. 

Rickart  v.  Scott,  7  Watts,  400.  &  M.  739;  1  Ad.  &  E.  493. 

*  Walters  v.  Pfiel,  Moody  &  M.  364;        »  Stevenson  v.  Wallace,   27   Gratt. 

Charless  v.  Haakin,  22  Mo.  5G6;    66  77. 
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§  2787.     Subjacent   Support  —  Mines   and  Mining.  — 

Where  one  man  owns  the  surface  of  land,  and  auotlier 
the  subsurface  for  the  purpose  of  mining,  the  owner  of  tlie 
surface  is  entitled  to  support  not  only  for  his  land,  but  for 
the  buildings  on  it.  If  the  subsurface  owner  removes  the 
support,  he  is  liable  in  damages,  quite  irrespective  of  tho 
question  of  negligence  in  doing  so,  or  of  the  fact  that  ho 
worked  his  mine  in  a  careful  and  customary  manner." 
One  who  conveys  land  to  another,  reserving  the  right  to 
remove  the  underlying  coal,  is  bound  to  exercise  ordinary 
care  in  the  removal,  and  if  necessary,  to  leave  pillars  or 
ribs  of  coal  to  support  the  surface  of  the  soil,  although  the 
reservation  exempted  him  from  any  liability  for  injury  to 
the  surface  of  the  land  by  reason  of  the  mining  opera- 
tions.* Where  the  owner  of  land  conveys  it  in  fee,  reserv- 
ing the  coal,  and  afterwards  conveys  the  coal  to  another, 
the  latter  is  liable  to  the  grantee  for  subsidence  of  the  soil 


'  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  12  Q.  B. 
737;  Brown  v.  Robins,  4  Hurl.  &  N. 
18o;  "IS  L.  J.  Ex.  250;  Rogers  v.  Tay- 
lor, 2  Hurl  it  N.  828;  27  L.  J.  Ex. 
n.'i;  Joiie-s  V.  Wagner,  G6  Pa.  St.  429; 
5  Am.  Rep.   'ASo;    Horner  v.  Watson, 

79  fa.  St.  242;  21  Am.  Rep.  55;  Zinc 
Co.  V.  Frankliiiite  Co.,  13  N.  J.  L. 
342;  Hilton  v.  Lord  Granville,  5  Q.  B. 
701.  In  Wilms  V.  Jess,  94  111.  464, 
34  Am.  Rep.  242,  the  court  say: 
"  Where  the  surface  of  land  belongs 
to  one,  and  the  mineral  to  another,  uo 
evidence  of  title  appearing  to  regulate 
or  qualify  their  rights  of  enjoyment, 
the  owner  of  the  minerals  cannot  re- 
move them  without  leaving  support 
autficient  to  maintain  the  surface  in 
its  natural  state:  Humphries  v.  Brog- 
den, 12  Q.  B.  743;  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5 
Mees.  &  W.  60;    Smart  v.  Morton,  5 

El.   &  B.  30 The  rule   is  well 

settled,  when  one  owning  the  whole 
fee  grants  the  minerals,  resicrving  the 
surface  to  himself,  his  grantee  is  enti- 
tled only  to  so  much  of  the  minerals  as 
he  can  get  without  injury  to  tlie  super- 
incuiulient  soil:  Coleman?;.  Chadwick, 

80  Fa  St.  8);  21  Am.  Rep.  93;  H(.r- 
ner  v.  Watson,  79  Pa.  St.  212;  2!  Am. 
Kep.  55;  Jouua  v.  Waguer,  6u  Pa.  iSt. 


429;  5  Am.  Rep.  385;  Harris  v.  Ryd- 
ing, 5  Mees.  &  W.  00;  Zinc  Co.  v, 
Frauklinite    Co.,    13   N.  J.  Eq.    342; 

Smart  v.  Morton.  5  El.  &  B.  30 

But  it  is  contended  this  obligation  to 
protect  the  superincumbent  soil  only 
extends  to  the  soil  in  its  natural  state, 
and  that  no  obligation  rests  on  the 
owner  of  the  subjacent  strata  to 
support  additional  buildings,  in  the 
absence  of  express  stipulation  to  that 
eflfect.  This  is  doubtless  true;  but 
'the  mere  presence  of  a  building  or 
other  structure  upon  the  surface  does 
not  prevent  a  recovery  for  injuries  to 
the  surface,  unless  it  is  shown  that 
the  su1)sidence  would  not  have  oc- 
curred except  for  the  presence  of  the 
building.  Where  the  injury  would 
have  resulted  from  the  act  if  no  build- 
ing existud  upon  the  surface,  the  act 
creating  the  subsidence  is  wrongful, 
and  renders  the  owners  of  tiie  miiie:j 
liable  for  all  damages  that  result  tlure- 
from,  as  well  to  the  building  as  to  tlio 
la:id  itself:  Wood  on  Nuisances,  sec. 
61)1;  Brown  v.  Robins,  4  Hurl.  &  N, 
18(5;  Hameri'.  Kuowles,  G  Hurl.  &  N. 
4oi)," 

^  Living=iton  v.  Moingona  Coal  Co., 
49  Iowa,  8J9;  31  Am.  Rep.  150. 
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by  the  mining  of  the  coal,  although  the  mining  was  care- 
fully done/  The  reservation  in  a  deed  of  land  of  the 
minerals  which  may  be  found  therein  implies  the  right 
to  penetrate  the  surface  for  the  minerals,  and  to  use  such 
means  in  mining  and  removing  them  as  are  necessary; 
but  the  means  used  must  be  necessarv,  as  distinguishec 
from  convenient  or  reasonable,  and  the  surface  owner  is 
entitled  to  subjacent  support  for  the  soil  in  its  natural 
state.*  The  grantee  of  minerals  beneath  the  surface  i? 
not  liable  to  the  owner  of  the  surface  for  the  loss  ol" 
springs  occasioned  by  the  ordinary  working  of  the  mine." 
The  doctrine  of  lateral  support  does  not  apply  as  between 
owners  of  adjoining  gold-mining  claims,  where  the  pro- 
cess of  working  is  tc  tear  down  the  soil  and  wash  it.*  The 
original  digging  away  the  soil  does  not  create  the  right  of 
action,  but  the  actual  injury;  therefore,  even  though  the 
injury  was  not  the  result  until  several  years  after  the  re- 
moval of  support,  an  action  lies  for  the  injury,  as  the 
causj  of  action  only  accrues  when  the  injury  begins.' 
The  owner  of  the  surface  must,  in  like  manner,  do  no  act 
which  will  interfere  with  the  use  of  his  estate  by  the 
owner  of  the  mine.  In  draining  his  land,  the  owner  of 
the  surface  will  be  liable  if  he  floods  the  mine.*     So  if  he 


'  Carlin  v.  Chappel,  101  Pa.  St.  348; 
47  Am.  Rep.  7'-'2. 

'  Marvin  v.  lire  water  Iron  Mining 
Co..  55  N.  Y.  538;  14  Am.  Rep.  .322. 
In  Brown  v.  Torrence,  88  Pa.  St.  180, 
a  grantor  having  sold  the  surface  of 
laud  to  one,  and  theunderlying  coal  to 
another,  the  former  grantee  sued  the 
latter  for  damage  caused  by  the  sub- 
liideuce  of  his  land,  and  the  following 
instruction  was  sustained:  "That 
it'  the  jury  believe,  from  the  evidence, 
that  defendants'  intestate  mined  the 
coal  under  plaintiff's  land,  and  re- 
moved the  same  without  leaving  prop- 
er and  sufficient  ribs  or  pillars  to 
support  the  surface,  or,  in  lieu  of  riba 
aud  pillars,  set  up  posts  or  other  sup- 
ports of  insufficient  number  aud 
slrength  to  support  said  surface,  in 
cou^equence  of  which  said  surface 
28o 


fell  in,  cracked,  and  sunk,  to  the  dam- 
age thereof  and  of  the  other  property 
of  plaintitf,  then  the  plaintifl'  is  enti- 
tled to  a  verdict  for  such  damages  as 
the  jury  believe  from  the  evidence  he 
has  sustained,  not  only  in  the  injury 
to  land  actually  fallen,  sunken,  or 
cracked,  but  the  efTect  thereof  upon 
the  whole  of  plaintiflF's  land." 

»  Coleman  t».  Chadwick,  80  Pa.  St. 
81;  21  Am.  Rep.  93. 

*  Hendricks  v.  Spring  Valley  Mining 
and  Irrigation  Co.,  58  Cal.  lUO;  41 
Am.  Rep.  257. 

*  Ludlow  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Lans.  128; 
Marvin  ?'.  Brewster  Iron  Co.,  55  N. 
Y.  538;  14  Am.  Rep.  322. 

6  Bagnall  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Hurl.  4;  N. 
423;  Elliott  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  H.  L.  Cas. 
333. 
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builds  a  reservoir,  and  collects  and  keeps  large  quantities 
of  water  therein,  he  is  bound  to  keep  it  in  at  his  peril, 
and  if  it  escapes  and  flows  down  into  the  mine,  he  would 
be  answerable  for  all  the  consequences.* 


§  2788.  Damages. — Where  there  are  no  buildings,  the 
measure  of  damages  for  an  injury  to  support  is  the 
diminution  in  value  of  the  land,  and  not  the  expense  of 
restoring  it  to  its  former  condition  by  means  of  a  wall,  or 
in  any  other  manner.'  Where  the  injury  is  to  buildings 
as  well  as  to  soil,  the  "rule  of  damages  should  be  the 
amount  of  money  required  to  rebuild  the  plaintiff's  house 
as  it  was  before  the  fall,  and  the  value  of  the  house  thrown 
down  and  the  time  necessarily  taken  to  rebuild  it,  with 
the  interest  on  those  amounts  from  the  time  when  the 
house  fell  until  the  present  time."'  Where  the  buildings 
were  used  for  business  purposes,  loss  of  profits  should  be 
added.*  When  a  person  has  conveyed  the  minerals  lying 
under  his  land,  reserving  the  surface,  and,  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  mines,  the  surface  is  injured,  the  surface  owner 
is  entitled  to  recover  for  the  injury  to  the  land,  without 
any  reference  to  the  diminished  value  thereof  by  reason 
of  the  sale  of  the  minerals.*  Where  another  injury  may 
occur,  as  where  the  excavation  may  do  additional  damage 
in  the  future,  damages  are  only  allowed  up  to  the  date  of 
the  action;"  and  for  a  new  injury  another  action  may  be 
brought,'  in  which  latter  suit  exemplary  damages  may  be 
given,  to  compel  a  cessation  of  the  injury.'    Where,  how- 


1  Fletcher  v.  Rylands,  L.  R.  1  Ex. 
265;  Oahill  v.  Eastmau,  18  Miua.  324; 
10  Am.  Rep.  184. 

'  McGuire  v.  Grant,  25  N.  J.  L.  356; 
67  Am.  Dec.  49. 

^  Charlesa  v.  Rankin,  22  Mo.  560; 
66  Am.  Dec.  642;  Hide  v.  Thornbor- 
(lUi^h,  6  Car.  &  K.  250;  Shriovew.  Stokes, 
8  B.  Mou.  453;  48  Am.  Dec.  401. 

*  Uamer  v.  Knowlos,  6  1:1  url.  &  N. 
459. 


*  Mordue  v.  Durham,  L.  R.  8  Com.  P. 
336. 

"  Holmes  v.  Wilson,  10  Ad.  &  E. 
503;  Battishill  v.  Reed,  18  Com.  B. 
696. 

■  Shadwell  v.  Hutchinson,  4  Car.  & 
P.  333;  Thompson  v.  Gibson,  7  Mees, 
&  W.  457. 

'  Shadwell  v.  Hutchinson,  4  Car.  & 
P.  333. 
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ever,  the  surface  is  entirely  destroyed,  the  entire  damage 
may  bo  assessed  in  one  action.* 

Illustrations.  —  A,  the  owner  of  lands  in  feo,  granted  to  B 
"the  sole  right  to  dig,  mine,  use;,  or  sell  clay  situated  on"  such 
]iiiul,and  also  the  right  to  dig  and  mine  coal  on  the  same  land. 
Afterwards  he  granted  to  C  the  right  to  have,  hold,  and  possess 
all  the  coal,  iron,  lead,  and  all  other  productions,  vegetahle  and 
mineral,  "  under  the  surface,  except  ihe  clay  and  stone  hereto- 
fore let"  to  B.  The  assignee  of  B,  in  nnning  under  a  mine 
dug  hy  the  assignee  of  C,  neglected  to  left  /e  sullicient  supports 
for  the  mine  overhead,  which  sank  and  destroyed  the  upper 
mine.  Held,  that  the  owner  of  the  lower  mine  was  liable  in 
damages  to  the  owner  of  the  upper:  Yandea  v.  Wright,  66  Ind. 
319;  ^'2  Am.  Rep.  109.  By  a  decree  in  partition,  the  surface  of 
an  estate  containing  a  coal  deposit  was  severed  from  the  under- 
lying mineral,  and  the  parts  were  allotted  to  different  heirs 
without  limitation.  Held,  that  the  mineral  owner  was  liable 
to  the  surface  owner  for  injury  to  buildings,  etc.,  upon  the  sur- 
face, caused  by  not  leaving  proper  supports  in  mining  the  coal. 
In  such  a  case,  all  the  coal  belongs  to  the  mineral  owner;  but 
the  maxim.  Sic  utere  tno  ut  alienum  non  Isedas,  applies:  Jones  v. 
Wagner,  66  Pa.  St.  429;  5  Am.  Rep.  385.  Defendant  conveyed 
by  warranty  deed  to  plaintiff''s  grantor  certain  lands,  reserving 
the  right  to  enter  upon  a  portion  thereof,  and  to  dig  and  take 
therefrom  the  clay  and  sand  that  might  be  found  thereon  fit 
for  brick-making.  In  an  action  to  restrain  defendant  from 
removing  so  much  of  the  clay  and  sand  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  portion  described  as  were  necessary  to  support  the  ad- 
joining land,  held,  that  defendant's  right,  arising  from  a  reser- 
vation, covered  the  entire  portion  described,  and  that  plaintiff 
was  not  entitled  to  relief:  Rychnan  v.  Gillia,  bl  N.  Y.  68;  15 
Arn.  Rep.  464,  470.  The  owner  of  a  coal  mine,  in  working  it, 
removed  the  ribs  of  coal,  which  supported  the  roof,  by  reason 
whereof  the  surface  sank,  and  surface-water  flowed  into  the 
mine,  and  thence  into  the  mine  of  an  adjoining  owner.  Heldy 
that  the  former  was  liable  to  the  latter  for  the  damage,  though 
he  had  worked  according  to  the  usages  of  miners,  and  without 
negligence:  Horner  v.  Watson,  79  Pa.  St.  242;  21  Am.  Rep.  55. 
The  owner  of  land  conveyed  the  coal  beneath  the  surface,  "and 
all  the  privileges  necessary  for  the  convenient  working  of  said 
coal,  ....  and  all  rights  and  privileges  incident  or  usually 
appurtenant  to  the  working  and  using  of  coal  mines."     Held^ 

'  Troy  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  H.  101 ;  55    49  Am.  Dec.  474;  Blunt t>.  McCormiok, 
Am.  Dec.   177;    Aiioiiyinous,   4   Dall.     3  Denio,  283. 
147;  Thayer  v.  Brooks,   17  Ohio,  461); 
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thnt  tlio  prantco  oonM  not  remove  tlio  Burfnco  pupport,  and  tliat 
evidence  of  ii  custom  to  tlio  contrary  wuh  tiot  ndiuisbiblo:  Cole- 
vmn  V.  Cluidwick,  80  I'u.  St.  81;  21  Am.  Rep.  93. 

§  2709.  Party-walls  —  In  General.  —  Party-walls  are 
walls  between  two  estates  which  are  used  for  theircoiumou 
beiiedt  in  supi)orting  the  timbers  used  in  the  construction 
of  contiguous  houses.'  Party-walls  exist  by  statute,  by 
grant,  or  by  prescription.^  If  one  lot-owner  erects  a  build- 
ing upon  the  extremity  of  his  land,  the  walls  of  whicdi  are 
entirely  within  his  own  domain,  an  adjoining  owner  can- 
not use  the  wall  to  support  his  timbers  without  rendering 
himself  liable  as  a  trespasser.  But  if  he  fastens  his  tim- 
bers in  the  wall  by  the  consent  of  the  owner,  and  main- 
tains them  there  uninterruptedly  for  twenty  years,  or  the 
usual  statutory  period,  the  wall  becomes  charged  with  the 
servitude  of  support  as  a  party-wall,  and  to  that  extent 
the  owner  loses  his  absolute  and  entire  control  over  the 
wall.'  So  where  the  owners  of  adjoining  lots  by  mutual 
consent  construct  a  wall  partly  on  the  land  of  each  for 
the  common  support  of  both  buildings,  and  it  is  so  used 
for  the  prescriptive  or  statutory  period,  it  becomes  a  party- 
wall.*  Where  the  owner  of  adjoining  lots  erects  two  or 
more  buildings  on  them  with  walls  T")artly  on  each  lot  for 
their  common  support,  a  conveyance  by  him  of  each  lot 
conveys  with  the  building  an  easement  for  its  support  by 


*  Washburn  ojj  Real  Property,  334, 
579;  List  v.  Horubrook,  2  VV.  Va.  310; 
Fettretch  v.  Leamy,  9  Bosw.  510.  A 
party-wall  ia  a  solid  wall;  one  built 
with  openings  for  windows  is  not:  Van- 
eyckel  V.  Tryon.  6  Phila.  401 ;  St.  Joha 
V.  Sweeney,  5S)  How.  Pr.  175. 

'■'  For  tlie  statutes  of  several  of  the 
states  as  to  party-walls,  see  Stiinson'a 
American  Statute  Law,  2170.  An  old 
Willi  may  be  deemed  a  party-wall;  this 
may  be  presumed,  either  from  some 
agreement  to  that  effect,  or  from  ita 
being  built  upon  the  Ime  of  the  two 
lots  for  that  purpose  by  the  respective 
owners:  Schile  v.  Brukhahus,  8\)  N.  Y, 


614.  See  Roberts  v.  Bye,  30  Pa.  St. 
375;  72  Am.  Dec.  710. 

»  McConnell  v.  Kibbe,  33  111.  175;  85 
Am.  Dec.  265;  Wood  on  Nuisances, 
220;  E)io  V.  Del  Veccliio,  4  Duur.  .'i.S; 
Webster  v.  Stevens,  5  Duer,  553;  Vol- 
mer's  Appeal,  Gl  Pa.  St.  118;  Burton 
V.  Moffitt,  3  Or.  20. 

♦  Richards  v.  Rose,  9  Ex.  218;  Part- 
ridge V.  (iilbert,  15  N.  Y.  (!0I ;  GO  Am. 
Dec.  G.32;  Schile  v.  Brokhalius,  80  N. 
Y.  G14;  Eno  v.  De  Vecchio,  4  Duer, 
53;  Phillips  v,  Boardmun,  14  Allen, 
147;  Dauenhauerv.Deviue, 61Tex.480; 
32  Am.  Rep.  027. 
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the  wall,  and  tho  wall  is  a  party-wall.'  Where  a  wdl  of  a 
house  stands  wholly  upon  the  land  of  another,  and  is  es- 
sential to  the  support  of  the  house,  the  latter  cannot 
romo/e  or  impair  it,  both  owners  having  bought  from 
the  common  owner,  and  with  knowledge  of  the  situation 
of  the  wall.''  Whether  a  structure  is  a  party-wall  is  a 
(picstion  of  fact,  and  not  of  law.'  It  may  be  a  party-wall 
to  tho  common  height  of  both  buildings,  and  coase  to  bo 
such  for  the  rest  of  its  height.''  A  wall  which  is  on  the 
dividing  line  at  the  bottom,  but  not  perpendicular,  and  is 
wholly  upon  the  estate  of  one  owner  at  the  top,  may  still 
be  a  party-wall.'  The  land  covered  by  a  party-wall  re- 
mains the  several  property  of  the  owner  of  each  half,  yet 
the  title  of  each  owner  is  qualified  by  the  easement  to 
which  the  other  is  entitled;'  and  in  all  cases  where  such 
an  easement  exists,  neither  owner  nor  occupant  can  inter- 
fere with  the  wall  to  the  detriment  of  the  other  without 
his  assent.' 

§  2790.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Parties.— Either 
party  may  make  any  use  of  a  party-wall  which  he  may 
require,  either  by  deepening  the  foundation  or  increas- 
ing the  thickness  or  height,*  so  far  as  it  can  be  done 
without  injury  to  the  other."  But  the  party  making  the 
change,  when  not  required  for  purposes  of  repair,  is  ab- 


Webster  r.  Stevens,  5  Duer,  553; 
Giles  V.  Dugro,  1  Duer,  3H1;  Eno  v. 
Del  Vecchio,  4  Duer,  5.'J;  Partiicl{,'e  v. 
Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  UOl;  G9  Am.  Dec. 
m'2. 

■  Henry  v.  Koch,  80  Ky.  391;  44 
Am.  Rep.  484. 

■' C'niiipbell  r.  Mesier,  4  Johns.  Ch. 
3:?t;  8  Am.  Dec.  570;  Schile  v.  Brok- 
iKiiuis,  SO  N.  Y.  614;  2  Hill,  148. 

<  Cuhitt  V.  Porter,  8  B;irn.  &  C.  257; 
Mdtts  V.  Hawkins,  5  Taunt.  20. 

•'  G()r<l(»n  V.  Milne,  10  Phila.  15. 

''  Webster  v.  Stevens,  5  Duer,  553; 
Brooks  V.  Curtis,  50  N.  Y.  6:50;  10 
Am.  Rc'p.  545;  ShurroJ  v.  Cisco,  4 
Saud.  480. 


'  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y.  601; 
69  Am.  Dec.  632;  Webster  v.  Stevens, 
5  Duer,  553. 

»  Matts  V.  Hawkins,  5  Taunt.  20; 
Brooks  V.  Curtis,  50  N.  Y.  6:^9;  10  Am. 
Rep.  545;  Phillips  v.  BoarJman,  4  Al- 
len, 147;  Hicattu.  Morri.s,  10  Ohio  St. 
523;  Dauenliauer  v.  Devine,  51  Tox.  480; 
32  Am.  Hep.  627;  Aiidrae  v.  Hasel- 
tine,  58  Wis.  395;  46  Am.  Rep. 
635. 

•  Bradbee  r.  Christ's  Hospital,  4 
Man.  &  (t.  761;  Dowling  v.  Henuings, 
20  .Md.  179;  83  Am.  Dec.  545;  Gorliam 
V.  Gniss,  li*5  Mass.  232;  28  Am.  Rep. 
224;  Brooks  v.  Curtis,  50  N.  Y.  639; 
10  Am.  Rep.  545. 
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solutely  responsible  for  any  damage  it  occasions.*  The 
right  of  adjoining  owners  to  support  of  a  party-wall  ia 
that  of  tenants  in  common.*  While  it  is  the  duty  of  one 
erecting  a  party-wall  to  make  it  of  sufficient  strength  to 
support  another  building  similar  to  one  of  which  it  forms 
a  part,  yet  he  is  not  bound  to  make  it  strong  enough  to 
support  any  kind  of  building  which  may  be  erected  by 
the  adjoining  proprietor.^  So  there  is  no  implied  obli- 
gation between  owners  of  distinct  parts  of  a  building, 
which  will  enable  either  to  maintain  an  action  against 
the  other  for  mere  refusal  and  neglect  to  repair  his  tene- 
ment, whereby  the  plaintiff's  part  is  injured.*  Where, 
after  erecting  a  party-wall  between  two  lots,  the  owner 
conveys  one  of  them,  such  conveyance,  unless  there  are 
express  words  of  reservation,  conveys  the  right  to  use  the 
party-wall.®  Where  an  agreement  concerning  a  party- 
wall  does  not  expressly  bind  subsequent  grantees,  they 
are  not  bound.'  But  a  person  purchasing  a  lot  of  land 
with  full  notice  of  the  rights  of  the  adjoining  owners 
cannot  avail  himself  of  the  use  of  the  party-wall  without 
compliance  with  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  built  under 
their  covenants  with  his  grantor.^ 


§  2791.  Contribution  between  Parties. — At  common 
law  the  owner  of  land  cannot  compel  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  premises  to  build  a  party-wall,  nor  can  either 
demand  contribution  from  the  other  for  a  wall  erected  in 


•  Maxwell  v.  East  River  Bank,  3 
Bosw.  144,  the  court  saying:  "When 
the  owners  of  adjoining  lota  agree,  al- 
though verbally,  that  each  will  erect  a 
building  or  storj  on  his  own  lot,  and 
that  the  dividing  wall  shall  be  a  party- 
wall,  and  be  used  to  support  the  beams 
and  roof  of  each  building,  and  they 
build  according  to  such  agreement,  and 
with  a  view  to  execute  it,  neither  can 
remove  or  do  anything  to  impair  the 
stability  of  efficiency  of  such  wall,  so 
long  at  least  as  the  buildings  continue 
to  subserve,  in  every  substantial  re- 


spect, the  uses  for  which  they  were 
erected." 

^  Montgomery  t>.  Masonic  Hill,  70  Ga. 
38;  Bennett  v.  Seligman,  32  Mich,  500. 

»  Gilbert  v.  Woodruff,  40  Iowa,  320. 

*  Pierce  v.  Dyer,  109  Mass.  374;  12 
Am.  Rep.  716. 

''  Goldschuiid  v.  Starring,  5  Mackey„ 
582. 

"  Weeks  v.  McMillan,  13  Daly,  139; 
Hart  V.  Lyon,  90  N.  Y.  603. 

'  Standish  v.  Lawrence,  111  Mass. 
Ill;  Sharp  v.  Cheatham,  88  Mo.  493; 
57  Am.  Rep.  433. 
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whole  or  in  part  on  the  land  of  such  otlier  person,  nor  for 
any  incidental  benefit  the  latter  may  derive  from  a  wall 
erected  upon  the  land  of  the  builder.*  The  easement 
ends  with  the  destruction  of  that  in  which  it  existed,  and 
in  the  absence  of  a  binding  covenant  between  the  parties, 
or  running  with  the  land,  neither  party  can  be  compelled 
to  rebuild  it,  or  to  contribute  toward  the  expense  thereof 
if  it  is  rebuilt  by  the  other.^  When  the  wall  becomes 
ruinous,  and  in  such  a  state  of  decay  as  to  be  virtually  a 
nuisance,  the  easement  is  ended;  and  while  either  party 
may  rebuild  at  his  own  expense,  he  cannot  compel  the 
other  party  to  contribute  thereto.'  In  case  a  party-wall 
is  destroyed  by  fire,  there  is  no  implied  obligation  to  con- 
tribute toward  rebuilding  it.*  Where  houses  having  a 
party-wall  are  accidently  destroyed  by  fire,  leaving  the 
wall  standing,  tlie  easement  in  the  wall  ceases,  and  either 
owner  may  dispose  as  he  pleases  of  the  part  on  his  ground.* 
A  parol  agreement  by  the  owner  of  the  adjoining  land  to 
pay  for  the  part  of  the  wall  set  upon  his  land  does  not  run 
with  the  land  nor  bind  his  grantee.' 

§  2792.  Rights  of  Way— Private  Ways.— A  right  of 
way  over  the  land  of  another  is  an  incorporeal  heredita- 
ment, and  may  arise  from  a  grant,  from  necessity,  or  from 
prescription.^    A  way  is  either  gross  or  appendant.     A 


•  Urman  v.  Day,  5  Fla.  385;  List  v. 
Honilirook,  2  W.  Va.  340;  Bisquay  v. 
Juimulot,  10  Ala.  245;  44  Am,  Dec. 
•iSlj;  8herred  v.  Cisco,  4  Sand.  480; 
McCord  V.  Harris,  18  111.  App.  439; 
Preiss  v.  Parker,  b'  Ala.  500;  Abra- 
hams V.  Krautler,  24  Mo.  69;  66  Am. 
Dec.  C98. 

^  Glen  V.  Davis,  35  Md.  208;  6  Am. 
Rup.  389;  Poiitz  r.  Browu,  5  N.  Y. 
Leg.  Obs.  19;  Webster  v.  Stevens,  5 
DuLT,  553;  Daniel  v.  North,  11  East, 
372;  Partridge  v.  Gilbert,  15  N.  Y, 
001;  69  Am,  Dec.  632;  Hoifman  v. 
Kuhn,  57  Miss.  750;  34  Am.  Rep.  491; 
Aiitomarchi  v.  Eussell,  63  Ala.  386; 
35  Am.  Rep.  40. 


*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  234. 

*  Antomarchi's  Ex'r  v.  Russell,  63 
Ala.  356;  35  Am.  Rep.  40. 

*  Hotfmau  v.  Kuhn,  57  Miss.  746; 
34  Am.  Rep.  491. 

"List  V.  Hornbrook,  2  W.  Va. 
346. 

'  2  Black,  36;  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2 
McCord,  445;  13  Am.  Dec.  741;  Der- 
rieksou  V.  Springer,  5  Harr.  (Del.)  21. 
One  may  have  a  private  easement  in  a 
public  highway:  Ross  v.  Thompsdn, 
78  Ind.  yo.  In  Pennsylvania,  a  pri- 
vate road  must  have  for  its  principal 
terminus  the  plantation  or  dwelling  of 
the  petitioner:  Kilbuck  v.  Private 
Road,  77  Pa.  St  39. 
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way  in  gross  is  one  that  is  attached  to  the  person  or  ap- 
purtenant to  land/  and  a  way  appendant  is  one  that  is 
incident  to  the  estate  of  the  person  claiming  it,  and  has  a 
terminus  thereon.  A  way  in  gross,  being  personal,  can- 
not be  transferred,^  but  a  way  appendant  is  an  incident 
of  the  estate,  and  passes  as  an  appurtenance  by  grant;' 
and  the  latter  is  appurtenant  to  every  parcel  into  which 
the  estate  may  be  divided,*  no  matter  how  small.'  A  right 
of  way  appendant  to  an  estate  can  only  be  used  for  pur- 
poses connected  with  that  estate,  and  a  right  of  way  in 
gross  can  only  be  enjoyed  by  the  person  in  whom  it  ex- 
ists." Of  what  kind  the  grant  is,  must  be  determined 
from  the  grant  itself,  and  not  by  matters  aliunde.'' 

§  2793.     Ways  by  Grant  or  Prescription.  —  A  way  by 

grant  is  made  by  deed,  and  is  no  stronger  by  length  of 
time.*  If  the  deed  be  lost  or  destroyed,  the  right  may  bo 
established  by  secondary  evidence.'  A  grant  of  a  right  of 
way,  not  of  necessity,  over  other  land  of  the  grantor  is  not 
to  be  inferred  from  language  not  clearly  showing  such  in- 
tention.^" The  right  must  be  used  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  grant,"  and  is  subject  to  its  restrictions.*^  A  right 
of  way  granted  without  limit  of  use  may  be  used  for  any 
purpose  to  which  the  land  thereby  accommodated  may  be 


»  Garrison  V.  Rudd,  19  111.  558;  Boat- 
man V.  Lasley,  23  Ohio  St.  614;  White 
V.  Crawford,  10  Mass.  183. 

''  Waahbum  on  Easements,  232;  Al- 
ley V.  Carleton,  29  Tex.  77;  94  Am. 
Dec.  260;  Sauxey  v.  Hunger,  42  Ind. 
44;  Leonard  v.  White,  7  Mass.  6;  6 
Am.  Dec.  19. 

'  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  L.  R.  8  Ch. 
App.  050;  Lido  v.  Hadley,  30  Ala.  627; 
76  Am.  Dec.  338. 

*  Wliitney  v.  Lee,  1  Allen,  198;  79 
Am.  Deo.  727;  Fox  r.  Union  Sugar 
K'jfinery,  109  Mass.  21)8. 

■■  Watson  V.  Bioren,  1  Serg.  &  R. 
227;  7  Am.  Dec.  617. 

"  Ackroyd  v.  Smith,  10  Com.  B. 
104. 

'  Wagner  v.  Hanna,  38  Cal.  Ill;  99 
Am.  Dec.  354.     A  grant  will  not  be 


E resumed  to  be  in  gross  where  it  can 
e  construed  to  be  appurtenant:  Louis- 
ville etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Koelle,  104  HI. 
455.  The  use  of  the  words  "heirs  or 
assigns"  is  not  essential  to  make  a 
right  of  way  appurtenant:  KarmuUer 
V.  Krotz,  18  Iowa,  352. 

*  Sanxey  v.  Hunger,  42  Ind.  44; 
Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  McCord,  445;  Hi 
Am.  Dec.  741. 

•  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  McCord,  445; 
13  Am.  Dec.  741. 

'"  Regan  V.  Boston  Gas  Light  Co.,  lo7 
Mass.  .•!?. 

"  Atwaterv.  Bodfish,  11  Grav,  l.'i': 
French  v.  Marston,  24  N.  H.  440;  r,', 
Am.  Dee.  294;  32  N.  H.  316;  Kirk- 
ham  V.  Sharp,  1  Whart.  323;  29  Am. 
Dec.  57. 

"  Garraty  v.  Duffy,  7  R.  L  476. 
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naturally  and  reasonably  devoted.^  But  a  right  of  way 
for  all  purposes  is  not  restricted  to  one  purpose  because 
the  owner  thereof  has  had  occasion  for  a  long  series  of 
years  to  use  it  for  that  purpose  only.*  The  way  may  be 
inclosed  by  the  owner  of  the  land  with  gates  or  bars, 
unless  it  is  expressed  to  be  an  open  way,  or  unless  such 
inclosure  is  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  for  which  it 
Avas  granted.'  But  if  the  way  had  been  laid  out  before 
the  grant,  it  will  pass  in  the  condition  it  was  when  con- 
veyed, and  if  it  was  then  open,  the  grantor  would  have  no 
right  to  set  up  gates  or  bars  at  its  entrance.*  Unless  re- 
stricted by  the  terms  of  the  grant,  the  owner  of  the  land 
may  do  any  act  that  does  not  impair  the  right  of  passage 
over  the  way  granted,  or  interfere  with  its  free  use  by  the 
person  to  whom  the  right  is  granted.®  A  private  right  of 
way  may  be  acquired  by  prescription,  even  across  a  rail- 
road track.*  The  use  must  have  been  under  circum- 
stances indicating  that  it  is  claimed  as  a  right,  and  not 
merely  as  a  privilege.'  Neither  acts  of  courtesy  nor 
convenience  can  give  one  a  right  of  way  over  another's 
land.**  An  unexplained  use  for  twenty  years  is  presumed 
to  have  been  under  a  claim  of  right,  and  adverse.  The 
burden  of  proving  a  permissive  use  is  on  the  owner  of  the 
land.®  To  entitle  a  person  to  a  right  of  way  by  prescrip- 
tion, he  must  show  an  uninterrupted  adverse  user  for  the 
requisite  length  of  time,"  and  that  he  has  always  used  the 


>  Abbott  V.  Butler,  59  N.  H.  317; 
McConnell  v.  Rathbun,  46  Mich.  303; 
Brown  j;.  Meady,  10  Me.  391;  25  Am. 
Doc.  218. 

•■'  Holt  V.  Sargent,  15  Gray,  97. 

Miiirland  v.  Furber,  47  N.  H.  304; 
Hou[ie3  V.  Akleraon,  22  Iowa,  102; 
.MaxNvuU  V.  McAtee,  9  B.  Mou.  20;  48 
Am.  Dec.  409. 

•  Wolch  V.  Wilcox,  101  Mass.  163; 
100  Ain.   Dec.  U.S. 

'  .Scliwoerer  t\  Boylston  Market,  99 
Miss.  285;  Makeinaii  v.  Tall)ot,  31  N. 
Y.  '.Wili;  88  Am.  Dec.  275;  Beau  v. 
Coleman,  44  N.  H.  539. 

•^Cay  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  141  Mass.  407. 


T  Hall  V.  McLeod,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  98; 
74  Am.  Dec.  400;  DeeiHeld  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  144  Mass.  325;  Warren  v.  Jack- 
sonville, 15  111.  230;  58  Am.  Dec.  Oil. 

«  Turnlmll  v.  Rivers,  3  McCoid,  131; 
15  Am.  Dec.  022;  Witter  v.  Harvey,  1 
McCord,  07;  10  Am.  Dec.  050. 

»  Cox  V.  Forrest,  00  Md.  74. 

'*  Derriger  v.  Spriiii^er,  5  Harr. 
(Dol.)  21;  Hill  I).  Cro.sby,  2  Pick.  400; 
13  Am.  Uec.  448;  Rowland  v.  Wolfe, 
1  Bail.  50;  19  Am.  Dec.  0.")';  Wonall 
V.  Rhoads,  2  Whart.  427;  30  Am.  Dec. 
274;  8tuyvesaut  v.  Wood  rut!',  21  N.  J. 
L.  133;  47  Am.  Dec.  150;  Blake  v. 
Everett,    1   Allen,   24S;    Campbell  v, 
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same  without  change  or  variation.'  If  the  user  relied 
upon  has  been  interrupted,  he  must  show  that  such  inter- 
ruptions were  consistent  with  tlie  title  claimed  by  him.^ 
So  the  user  must  be  of  a  way  certain;  no  right  of  way  can 
be  gained  by  passing  over  the  land  in  any  place  and  in 
all  directions.'  The  public  may  acquire  a  prescriptive 
right  to  use  a  way  as  well  as  a  single  individual.*  The 
right  is  commensurate  with  and  is  measured  by  the  use.^ 

§  2794.  Ways  by  Necessity. — A  right  of  way  by  neces- 
sity arises  where  tlie  owner  of  several  parcels  of  land  con- 
veys one  which  is  so  surrounded  by  the  others  that  the 
onl}'  way  to  reach  it  is  through  them.*  A  way  of  neces- 
sity must  grow  out  of  a  grant  or  change  of  ownership.  It 
cannot  exist  where  neither  the  party  claiming  it,  nor  the 
owner  of  the  land  over  which  it  is  claimed,  nor  the  pre- 
decessor of  either,  was  ever  seised  at  the  same  time  of 
both  tracts.^  If  a  grantor  reserves  the  parcel  surrounded 
by  others  for  himself,  he  is  entitled  to  a  way  to  it  of  neces- 
sity.'     But  the  necessity  must  have  existed  when  the  land 


Wilson,  3  East,  294;  Tracey  v.  Ather- 
ton,  36  Vt.  503;  Kiier's  Private  Road, 
73  Pa.  St.  109;  Barker  v.  Clark,  4  N. 
H.  380;  17  Am.  Dec.  428. 

^  Lawtou  i;.  Rivera,  2  McCord,  445; 
13  Am.  Dec.  741;  Barnes  v.  Haynes, 
13  Gray,  188;  74  Am.  Dec.  629. 

•^  I'uryear  v.  Clements,  53  Ga.  233; 
PliniiJiou  V.  Converse,  42  Vt.  712. 

^  Jones  t>.  Pereival,  5  Pick.  485;  16 
Am.  Dec.  415;  Aaron  v.  Guruee,  68 
(ia.  528;  Turnl)ulli>.  Rivers,  3  McCord, 
131;  15  Am.  Dec.  022.  fciee  Cheney  v. 
O'Brien,  09  Cal.  199. 

*  Ricluirdaou  v.  Pond,  15  Gray,  387; 
Smith  r.  State,  23  N.  J.  L.  712;  Wood 
V.  Hurd,  34  N.  J.  L.  67;  Danforth  v. 
Durell,  8  Allen,  242, 

"  Smith  V.  Wiggin,  52  N.  H.  112; 
Richardson  v.  Pond,  15  Gray,  387. 

«  Nichols  V.  Luce,  24  Pick.  102;  35 
Am.  Dec.  302;  Hall  v.  McLeod,  2 
Met.  (ivy.)  98;  74  Am.  Dec.  400; 
Worrall  v.  Rhoads,  2  Wliart.  427;  30 
Am.  Dec.  274;  Bass  v.  Edwards,  126 
Mass.    445;    Collma    v.   Prentice,   15 


Conn.  39;  38  Am.  Dec.  61;  White  v. 
Leeson,  5  Hurl.  &  N.  53;  Marshall  v. 
Trund)ull,  28  Conn.  183;  73  Am.  Dec. 
667;  Trask  v.  Patterson,  29  Me.  499; 
Tracy  v.  Atherton,  35  Vt.  52;  82  Am. 
Dec.  021 ;  Taylor  v.  Waimaky,  55  Cal, 
350;  McTavish  v.  Carroll,  7  Md.  .352; 
61  Am.  Dec.  353;  Brown  v.  Burken- 
meyer,  9  Dana,  159;  33  Am.  Dec.  541; 
Snyder  v.  Warford,  11  Mo.  513;  49 
Am.  Dec.  94;  Hetfold  v.  Baum,  13 
Ired.  394;  57  Am.  Dec.  563;  Kindwll 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  27  N.  H.  448;  59  Am. 
Dec.  387;  Pingree  v.  McDutfie,  50  N. 
11.  300;  Wiswell  v.  Miuogue,  57  Vt. 
010;  Wilson  v.  Jarrard,  59  Cal.  55. 

'  Woodworth  w.  Raymond,  51  Conn. 
70. 

*  Houton  V.  Fearson,  8  Term  liup. 
50;  Pingree  v.  McDulfie,  56  N.  ii. 
300;  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  McCuni, 
445;  13  Am.  Dec.  741;  City  of  London 
V.  Riggs,  L.  R.  13 Ch.  Div.  798;  Biinlou 
V.  Stein,  29  Ala.  104;  02  Am.  Dec.  751); 
Briyham  r.  Smith,  4  Gi-ay,  297;  04 
Am.  Dec.  76.     "If  I  have  four  tields, 
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was  conveyed.  If  the  owner,  by  his  own  act,  has  deprived 
himself  of  a  way  existing  over  his  own  land  when  the 
conveyance  was  made,  he  cannot  thereafter  claim  a  way 
by  necessity  over  the  land  of  his  grantor.'  On  a  grant  of 
land  wholly  surrounding  a  close,  the  implied  grant  of  a 
right  of  way  by  the  grantee  to  the  grantor  to  enable  him 
to  get  to  the  reserved  or  expected  or  inclosed  close  is 
not  a  grant  of  a  general  right  of  way  for  all  purposes,  but 
only  a  grant  of  a  right  of  way  for  the  purpose  of  the  en- 
joyment of  the  reserved  or  excepted  close  in  its  then 
state.**  If  a  part  of  a  person's  land  is  levied  on  or  set  off 
on  execution  so  as  to  leave  him  no  way  to  and  from  the 
other  portion  of  his  premises,  the  law  gives  him  a  way 
over  the  land  levied  upon;'  and  if  the  creditor  in  whose 
favor  the  land  is  set  off  has  no  other  mode  of  access  to  and 
from  the  land  so  set  off  to  him,  he  takes  a  way  by  neces- 
sity over  the  debtor's  land.*  Where  the  real  estate  of  a 
deceased  person  is  divided  among  his  heirs  by  proceed- 
ings in  the  probate  court,  a  right  of  way  of  necessity  may 
be  implied  from  one  part  to  another,  and  where  appur- 
tenant to  a  part  set  off  for  dower,  it  does  not  cease  with 
the  widow's  death,  but  passes  to  a  grantee  or  purchaser.^ 

and  grant  away  two   of    them  over  the  reserved  land  with   houses,  and 

which  I  have  been  accustumeil  to  pass,  call  on   his  grantee  to  allow  him  to 

tiie  law  will  presume  I  reserve  a  right  make  a  wide  metaled  road  up  to  it. 

of  way  to  those  which  I  retain;   but  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair  meaning 

what  right?    The  same  as  existed  be-  of  a  way   of   necessity.     I    think   it 

fore?   No;    the    old    right    is    extin-  must  be  limited  by  the  necessity  at  the 

guifihed,  and  the  new  way  arises  out  time  of  the  grant,  and  that  the  man 

ol  tlie  necessity  of  the  thing  ";  Holmes  who  does  not  take  the  pains  to  secure 

V.  (ioriug,  2  Bmg.  76.  the  actual  grant  of  a  right  of  way  for 

'  Leonard  r.  Leonard,  2  Allen,  543.  all  purposes  is  not  entitled  to  Iiu  put 

'^  Mayor  v.  Kiggs,  L.  R.  13  Uh.  Div.  in  a  better  position  than  to  be  able  to 

798,  tlie  master  of  the  rolls  saying:  enjoy  that  which  he  had  at  the  time 

"If  you  imply  more,  you  reserve  to  the  grant  was  made." 

him  not  only  that  which  enables  him  "*  I'eruam  r.   Wead,  2  Mas.s.   203;  3 

to  enjoy  the  thing  he  has  reserved  as  Am.  Deo.    43;  Russell  v.  Jackson,   2 

it  is,  but  that  which  enables  him  to  Pick.   578;    Schmidt    v.    Quinn,    136 

enjoy  it  in  the  same  way,  ana  to  the  Mass.  575. 

same  extent  as  if  he  reserved  a  gen-  *  Taylor  v.  Townsend,  8  Mass.  411; 

eral  right  of  way   for  all  purposes;  5  Am.  Dec.   107;   Wheeler  v.  dl.iey, 

that  is.  as  in  the  case  I  have  before  35  How.  Pr.  139. 

me,  a  man  who  reserves  two  acres  of  ''  Goodal  v.  Godfrey,  53  Vt.  219:  38 

arable  land  in  the  middle  of  a  largo  Am.  Rep.  671;  Cheswell  v.  Chapman, 

piece  of  laud  is  to  be  entitled  to  cover  36  N.  U.  14;  75  Am.  Deo.  158. 
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A  mortgagee  of  a  lot  with  house  and  appurtenances 
resting  partly  on  another  strip  of  land  owned  by  the 
mortgagor,  and  fenced  in  with  the  mo/tgaged  lot,  but  not 
described  in  the  mortgage,  takes  on  foreclosure  an  ease- 
ment to  the  use  of  so  much  of  said  strip  as  is  reasonably 
necessary.' 

In  order  to  establish  a  right  of  way  by  necessHy,  noth- 
ing is  required  but  to  show  the  necessity.'  Neither  time 
nor  occupation  are  necessary,  and  although  the  right  may 
never  have  been  enjoyed,  yet  its  existence  will  be  co-ex- 
tensive with  the  necessity.'  The  right  of  locating  a  way 
of  necessity  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the  land  in  the  first 
instance,  but  the  owner  of  the  easement  may  select  the 
place,  if  the  other  party  refuses  so  to  do.*  A  person 
may,  in  some  cases,  have  two  ways  by  necessity,  as  where 
one  way  cannot  be  used  to  get  to  and  from  different  por- 
tions of  the  land  because  of  a  natural  and  impassable 
barrier.^  Mere  convenience  or  inconvenience  does  not 
give  a  right  of  way  by  necessity;  there  must  be  an  ac- 
tual necessity.®  But  a  reasonable  necessity  is  sufficient; 
there  need  not  be  an  absolute  necessity.'  The  fact  that  it 
is  more  convenient  for  the  grantee  to  use  a  certain  way 
will  not  give  him  an  easement  therein  by  necessity,  if  he 


'  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Patterson,  103  Ind.  582;  53 
Am.  Rep.  550. 

■••  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  McCord,  445; 
13  Am.  Dec.  741. 

*  Sanxay  i;.  Hunger,  42  Ind.  44; 
Derricksou  v.  Springer,  5  Harr.  (Del. ) 
21. 

*  Smiles  v.  Hastings,  24  Barb.  44; 
Russell  V.  Jackson,  2  Pick.  578. 

*  Nichols  V.  Luce,  24  Pick.  105;  35 
Am.  Dec.  302. 

«  McDonald  u.  Lindall,  3  Rawle,  492; 
Grant  v.  Chase,  17  Mass.  443;  9  Am. 
Dec.  101;  Nichols  v.  Luce,  24  Pick. 
105;  35  Am.  Dec.  303;  Abbott  v. 
Stevviirtstown,  47  N.  H.  230;  Staple  v. 
Heydon,  6  Mod.  1;  Holmes  v.  Seely, 
10  Wend.  507;  Screven  v.  Greyorie,  8 
Rich.  153;  64  Am.  Dec.  747;  Gayetty 


V.  Bethune,  14  Mass.  49;  7  Am.  Dec, 
188;  Alley  v.  Carletoii,  29  Tex.  78;  94 
Am.  Dec.  260;  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2 
McCord,  445;  13  Am.  Dec.  741;  New 
York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Co.  v. 
Milnor,  1  Barb.  Ch.  353;  Collins  v. 
Prentice,  15  Conn.  39;  38  Am.  Dee. 
61;  City  of  Hamilton  i>.  Morrison,  18 
U.  C.  C.  P.  224;  Holmes  v.  Goring,  2 
Bing.  76;  Stuyvesant  v.  Woodruti',  24 
N.  J.  L.  133;  47  Am.  Dec.  157. 

'  Lawton  v.  Rivers,  2  McCord,  445; 
13  Am.  Dec.  741;  Dillman  «.  Hotfniaii, 
38  Wi.s.  575;  O'Rorke  v.  Smitli,  11 
R.  I.  264;  23  Am.  Rep.  440;  Biowu  v. 
Berry,  6  Cold.  98;  PottingiU  v.  Porter, 
8  Allen,  6;  85  Am.  Dec.  671;  Oliver 
V.  Pitman,  98  Mass.  50;  HoUeubeok 
V.  McDonald,  112  Mass.  250. 
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can  get  to  and  from  his  premises  over  bis  own  land.* 
And  if  the  grantor  has  provided  a  way  of  access  for  ordi- 
nary purposes,  a  way  by  necessity  does  not  exist  because 
it  is  not  sufficient  for  all  purposes.^  It  only  exists  when 
the  person  claiming  it  has  no  other  means  of  passing 
from  his  premises,"^  and  it  ceases  when  the  owner  acquires 
another  right  of  way  over  his  own  land  to  the  highway, 
or  the  necessity  for  it  in  any  other  way  ceases.*  A  riglit 
of  way  can  only  be  raised  out  of  the  land  granted  or  re- 
served by  the  grantor,  and  never  out  of  the  land  of  a 
stranger.®  One  can  have  no  right  of  way  by  necessity 
over  the  land  of  another  to  connect  different  parts  of  a 
tract  of  land  belonging  to  himself.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  building  contained  two  stores  below  and 
a  hall  above,  which  was  used  independently,  and  to  which  the 
only  mode  of  access  was  by  a  stairway  in  the  south  store.  The 
owner  of  the  building  conveyed  the  stores  to  difl'erent  persons, 
no  mention  being  made  of  the  hall  and  stairway.  The  gran- 
tees became  tenants  in  conmion  in  the  hall.  Held,  that  the 
owner  of  the  north  store  had  the  right  to  use  the  stairway  in 
tlie  south  store:  Galloway  v.  Bniiesteel,  35  Wis.  79;  56  Am.  Rep. 
61G.  The  plaintiff  leased  to  defendant  a  portion  of  a  building, 
reserving  a  part  to  which  there  was  access  without  going  through 
the  part  leased.  Held,  that  plaintiff  had  no  implied  right  of 
way  to  the  part  reserved  through  defendant's  premises:  Ramirez 
V.  McCormick,  4  Cal.  245. 

§  2795.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Parties. — A  right 
of  way  is  so  far  appurtenant  to  the  land  that  it  passes 
with  the  land  to  a  grantee.^  But  the  title  to  the  soil  is 
in  the  owner  of  the  land,  and  he  may  maintain  trespass 

♦Baker  v.  Crosby,  9  Gray,  421; 
Viall  V.  Carpenter,  14  Gray,  ]'2G;  Og- 
den  V.  Grove,  .3S  Pa.  St.  4S7;  New 
York  Ins.  Co.  v.  Miliior,  1  Batb.  Ch. 
353;  Carey  r.  Rae,  58  Cal.  159. 

'Oliver  I/.  Hook,  47  Md.  301. 

•  Cooper  V.  Maupiu,  6  Mo.  C24;  35 
Am.  Deo.  45(j. 

'  Wis.^er  V.  Hershey,  23  Pa.  St.  3.33; 
Taylor  v.  Wamaky,  55  Cal.  350;  ISim- 
moud  V.  iSiuei),  4  Keyed,  153. 


>  Ogden  ».  Grove,  38  Pa.  St.  487; 
Outerl>ridge  v.  Plielps,  58  How.  Pr. 
77;  45  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  555;  .Motes  v. 
Bates,  74  Ala.  374;  Burns  v.  Gallagher, 
62  .Md.  4G-2. 

■'  Haskell  V.  Wright,  22  N.J.  Eq.  .389. 

'  Gayetty  ?.'.  Beliume,  14  Mass.  49; 
7  Am  Dec.  18S;  Plitt  v.  Cox,  43  Pa. 
St.  48ij;  Wissler  v.  Hershey,  23  Pa. 
St.  3;{3;  Pernani  v.  Wead,  2  Mass. 
20.3;  3  Am.  Dec.  43;  HxLnes  r.  Seely, 
111  Wend.  507;  Simmoud  v.  Siueti,  4 
Keyed,  153. 
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against  persons  using  it  without  right,*  or  ejectment 
against  thoae  making  erections  upon  or  over  it.^  A  right 
of  way  appurtenant  to  land  is  appurtenant  to  the  whole 
and  to  every  part  of  it,  and  if  such  land  be  divided  and 
conveyed  in  separate  parcels,  a  right  of  way  thereby 
passes  to  each  of  the  grantees.'  The  owner  of  the  land 
must  do  no  act  upon  the  land  adjoining  the  way  that 
impairs  its  usefulness  or  interferes  with  the  passage  over 
it/  He  may  make  any  reasonable  or  ordinary  use  of  the 
adjacent  land,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  obstruct  the 
passage  over  it.'  He  may  erect  gates  across  the  way,  if 
they  do  not  interfere  with  the  reasonable  and  proper  en- 
joyment  of  it;'  or  he  may  pave  or  repair  the  way,'  or  erect 
a  building  over  it,  or  cover  it  in  by  a  roof.'  Where  the 
easement  is,  that  a  passage-way  shall  be  kept  open  and 
maintained  of  a  certain  width,  bay-windows  over  the  pas- 
sage-way from  houses  on  the  side  are  an  obstruction.' 

The  same  legal  rights  apply  to  subterranean  ways  as  to 
surface-ways,  and  the  owner  of  coal-lands  through  which 
another  has  a  right  of  way  may  cross  that  way  by  an 
entry  if  he  does  not  substantially  interfere  with  the  use 
thereof.^"  Any  act  of  the  land-owner  obstructing  or  hin- 
dering the  right  of  the  person  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable; 
as  where  he  digs  a  drain  in  it,  or  makes  insecure  erec- 
tions on  it  or  openings,"  or  if  he  closes  up  the  way  en- 


^  HoUenbeck  v.  Rowley,  8  Allen, 
476. 

*  Codman  v.  Evans,  5  Allen,  308;  81 
Am.  Dec.  748. 

*  Underwood  v.  Caney,  1  Cush.  285; 
Watson  V.  Brown,  1  Serg.  &  R.  227. 

*  Van  O'Linda  v.  Lothrop,  21  Pick. 
292;  32  Am.  Dec.  261;  Richardaon  v. 
Pond,  15  Gray,  387. 

°  Underwood  v.  Caney,  1  Cush.  292; 
Van  O'Linda  v.  Lothrop,  21  Pick.  292; 
32  Am.  Dec.  261;  Schwerer  v.  Boyla- 
ton  Market,  99  Mass.  285;  Tilmea  v. 
Marsh,  67  Pa.  St.  557;  Bakenian  v. 
Talbot,  31  N.  Y.  366;  88  Am.  Dec. 
275;  Huson  v.  Young,  4  Lans.  63; 
McTavish  v.  Carroll,  7  Md.  352;  61 
Am.  Dec.  353. 


« Baker  v.  Frick,  45  Md.  337;  24 
Am.  Rep.  506;  Barnwell  v.  Magratli, 
1  McMull.  174;  36  Am.  Dec.  254. 
But  see  Dickinson  v.  Whiting,  141 
Mass.  414. 

'  Brown  v.  Stone,  10  Gray,  61;  69 
Am.  Dec.  303;  McMillan  v.  Crouiu, 
57  How.  Pr.  69. 

®  Adkins  v.  Bordman,  2  Met.  457; 
37  Am.  Dec.  101;  Sutton  v.  Groll,  42 
N.  J.  Eq.  213. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Williams,  140 
Mass.  329;  54  Am.  Rup.  468. 

'•  Pomeroy  v.  Buckeye  Salt  Co.,  37 
Ohio  St.  520. 

"  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  454;  4 
Am.  Dec.  159;  Corby  ».  Hill,  4  Com. 
B.,  N.  S.,  556. 
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tirely.'  And  in  general,  any  interference  with  a  private 
way,  by  the  land-owner  or  any  other  person,  that  nuiteri- 
;illy  interferes  with  its  convenient  use,  or  by  the  owner  of 
tlie  right  of  way,  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable.''  Proof  of 
s[>e(ial  damage  is  not  required.'  The  party  who  has  the 
right  of  way  is  bound  to  keep  it  in  repair;  the  land-owner 
is  not;*  and  the  former,  because  the  old  track  is  impassable, 
has  no  right  to  go  over  other  lands.*  But  if  the  land- 
owner obstructs  the  way,  the  owner  of  the  right  may  re- 
move them,"  or  he  may  pass  over  adjoining  land  of  the 
same  owner.'  An  impassable  obstruction  of  a  private 
way  by  prescription  by  the  land-owner  may  justify  the 
owner  of  the  way  in  deviating  from  it,  and  going  over  an- 
other part  of  the  land." 

Where  a  right  of  way  is  vested  in  several  persons,  for 
the  benefit  of  several  tenements,  neither  of  the  persons  in 
whom  the  right  exists  has  a  right  to  more  than  a  reason- 
able use  of  the  way,  and  any  obstruction  thereof  by  one  to 
the  detriment  of  the  others  is  a  nuisance,  and  actionable.' 
If  the  acts  of  several  persons  together,  though  not  done 
jointly  or  in  concert,  operate  as  a  nuisance  to  a  way,  when 
the  acts  of  either  alone  would  not  operate  as  an  appreci- 
able injury,  an  action  may  be  maintained  in  equity  against 
all  of  them  in  favor  of  one  who  is  injured  by  the  aggrega- 
tion of  their  acts.*"    The  measure  of  damages  for  obstruct- 


'  Kent  V.  Judkins,  53  Me.  162;  87 
Am.  Dec.  544. 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  180. 

» Williams  v.  Esliug,  4  Pa.  St.  486; 
45  Am.  Dec.  710. 

*  Wyiikoop  V.  Binger.  12  Johns.  222; 
Walker  v.  Pierce,  38  Vt.  95. 

-  Williams  v.  Satford,  7  Barb.  309; 
Boyce  V.  Brown,  7  Barb.  80. 

'■  Boyce  v.  Brown,  7  Barb.  80.  One 
piissiiig  over  a  road  obstructed  by 
movable  bars  does  not  become  a  tres- 
passer ab  initio  by  his  neglect  to  re- 
place the  bars,  but  is  liable  in  case  for 
tlie  injury  arising  from  such  neglect: 
Hiiiks  y.  Hinks,  46  Me.  423. 

'  Ba.ss  V.  Edwards,   126  Mass.  445; 


Leonard  v.  Leonard,  2  Allen,  543; 
Faruum  v.  Piatt,  8  Pick.  339;  19  Am. 
Dec.  330. 

"  Haley  v.^  Colcord,  69  N.  H.  7;  47 
Am.  Rep.  176. 

«  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  L.  R.  8  Ch. 
650. 

'»  Thorpe  v.  Brumfitt,  L.  R.  8  Ch. 
GoO,  the  court  saying:  "The  plaintiff 
only  claims  a  right  of  way.  He  does 
not  claim  to  be  entitled  to  the  soil  or 
to  prevent  the  owner  of  the  soil  from 
exercising  over  it  any  rights  which  do 
not  derogate  from  his  grant.  The 
plaintiff  caimot  complain  unless  he  can 
prove  an  obstruction  which  injures 
him.     The  case  is  not  like  one  of  tres- 
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ing  a  wny  ie  the  plaintifT's  injury  sustnincd  by  loss  of  tho 
use  of  the  entire  way;  the  mere  value  of  the  way  up  to 
some  further  obstruction  is  not  the  proper  rule.* 

Ir.Li'sTRATioNS.  —  The  plaintiff  had  a  right  of  way  over  tlio 
lands  of  the  defendant  for  hauling  merchandise  to  his  store,  and 
had  hoisting  apparatus  arranged  for  talking  the  goods  into  tho 
Btore.  Held,  that  the  defendant  was  liable  for  all  damages  that 
resulted  from  the  erection  of  a  building  ove"  tho  way  that  cut 
off  these  facilities:  Richardson  v.  Pond,  15  Giuy,  387.  A  granted 
to  1j  a  right  of  way  to  be  held  bo  long  as  B  should  occupy  tho 
building  for  the  grocery  business  then  carried  on  by  him.  B 
failed,  and  a  corporation  purchased  B's  stock  and  employed  him 
as  chief  manager  in  the  grocery  business.  Held,  that  the  right 
of  way  ceased  to  exist  on  B's  failure:  Hall  v.  Armstrong ,  53 
Conn.  554. 


pnss  in  wln'ch  a  recovery  can  bo  had  if 
no  damage  is  proved.  Nothing  can  be 
niiiuli  more  injurious  to  the  owner  of 
an  inn  tlian  that  the  way  to  his  yard 
ehouKl  bo  constantly  obstructed  by  the 
loadingand  unloadinfjof  heavy  wagons. 
It  is  said  that  the  plaintiff  alleges  an 
obstruction  caused  by  several  persons, 
acting  independently  of  each  other,  and 
does  not  aliow  what  share  each  had  in 
cauiingit.  Itisprobablyimpossible  for 
a  person  in  the  plaintiff's  position  to 
show  this.  Nor  do  I  think  it  necessary 
tiiat  he  should  show  it.  The  amount 
of  obstruction  caused  by  any  one  of 
thuui  might  not,  if  it  stood  aloue,  give 


gronn<^  fir  any  complaint,  though  the 
amount  caused  by  all  of  them  may  be 
a  serious  injury.  Suppose  one  person 
leaves  a  wlicelbarrow  standing  on  a 
way,  that  may  not  cause  any  apprtici- 
able  inconvenience,  but  if  a  hundred 
do  so,  that  may  cause  a  serious  incon- 
venience which  a  person  entitled  to 
the  use  of  the  way  has  a  right  to  pre- 
vent; and  it  is  no  defense  to  any  one 
among  the  hundred  to  say  that  what 
he  does  of  itself  causes  no  damage  to 
the  complainant." 

»  Rogers  v.  Stewart,  6  Vt.  215;  26 
Am.  Deo.  29S. 
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§  2873.  Notice  by  tenant. 

§  2S74.  Who  not  entitled  to  —  in  general. 

§  2875.  Length  of  notice. 

§  287G.  Requisites  of  notice. 

§  2877.  Waiver  of  notice. 

§  2878.  Eviction. 

§  2879.  Partial  eviction. 

§  2880.  Daniagas,  measure  of  —  In  general. 

§  2881.  Ejectment  —  Between  landlord  and  tenant — Who  liable  and  who  not. 

§  2882.  Who  may  bring  action  —  Who  may  not. 

§  2883.  Ejectment  by  third  person. 

§  2884.  Recovery  of  mesne  profits. 

§  2SS3.  Summary  proceedings  to  recover  possession  —  In  general. 

§  2886.  When  maintainable  and  by  whom. 

§  2887.  When  not  maintainable. 

§  2888.  Procedure. 

§  2889.  Dispossession  — Restitution. 


§  2796.  Estates  for  Years  —  Term  of. — An  estate  for 
years  is  an  interest  in  lauds  and  tenements  for  a  deter- 
minate time.'  It  may  be  for  less  than  a  year,^  or  for  any 
definite  number  of  years,  no  matter  how  great.'  A  pei*- 
petual  lease  may  be  created  by  a  grant  in  fee,  reserving 
an  annual  rent,  or  by  a  lease  to  continue  so  long  as  the 
tenant  shall  continue  to  pay  the  rent  and  perform  the 
covenants.*  In  some  states,  leases  for  moi'e  than  twelve, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  years  are  prohibited.'  An  estate  for 
years  is  a  chattel  real,  or  personal  estate.'  It  doe.s  not 
pass  to  the  heir  on  the  death  of  the  owner,  but  vests  in 
the  executor,  or  goes  to  the  administrator  as  personal 
Bsiate.^  But  a  very  long  lease,  as  one  for  999  years,  has 
been  said  to  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes  "  a  fee  clogged 


'  2  Bla.  Com.  141 ;  4  Kent's  Com.  85. 

»  2  Bla.  Com.  139;  Co.  Lit.  54  b. 

»  Co.  Lit.  46  a. 

♦Tyler  v.  Herdom,  46  Barb.  437; 
Van  Rensselaer  v.  Hays,  19  N.  Y.  68; 
75  Am.  Dec.  278. 

^  Alabama,  20;  Maryland,  15;  Cali- 
fornia, 20;  Dakota,  20;  Clark  v.  Barnes, 
70  X.  Y.  301;  32  Am.  p.  306;  Odell 
V.  Durant,  62  N.  Y.  524.  See  1  Stim- 
sou's  American  Statute  Law,  1.341. 

« Brewster  v.  Hill,  1  N.  H.  350;  Os- 


borne V.  Humphrey,  7  Conn.  335;  Bis- 
bee  V.  Hall,  3  Ohio,  405;  Ex  parte 
Gay,  5  Mass.  419;  Montague  v.  Smith, 
13  Mass.  396;  Chapman  v.  Gray,  15 
Mass.  437. 

•  Pugsley  V.  Aikin,  11  N.  Y.  498; 
Chapman  t>.  Gray,  15  Mass.  439.  A  lease 
for  ninety-nine  years  is  of  no  higher 
dignity  tlian  a  lease  or  term  for  one 
year;  both  are  mere  chattels,  and  go 
to  the  administrator:  Dillingham  v. 
Jenkins,  7  Smedes  &  M.  479. 
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with  a  ground  rent." '  An  estate  for  years  is  created  by 
act  of  the  parties  by  contract,  express  or  implied;  gen- 
erally by  a  deed  called  a  lease.* 

Illustrations. —  In  1750,  A  made  a  lease  to  B,  his  heira 
and  assigns,  agreeing  that  he  and  they  might  hold  the  premises 
as  long  as  he  and  they  should  think  proper,  after  the  specified 
term  of  one  hundred  years  had  expired,  at  a  yearly  rent  of 
three  pounds.  Held,  that  this  was  a  perpetual  lease  at  the  will 
of  the  lessee:  Effinger  v.  Lewis,  32  Pa.  St.  367. 

§  2797.  Relation  of  Landlord  and  Tenant  —  How 
Created.  —  The  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  is  created 
by  a  contract,  express  or  implied,  between  the  parties,  for 
the  possession  of  the  property  by  the  latter,  and  the  reser- 
vation to  the  former  of  some  reversionary  interest  therein.' 
The  relation  can  only  exist  by  virtue  of  some  express  or 
implied  contract.*  The  reservation  of  rent  will  consti- 
tute a  lease,  yet  rent  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  a  lease 
or  a  tenancy,®  for  the  recompense  may  consist  of  a  gross 

»  Libby  v.  Libby,  2  Me.  242;  11  Am. 
Dec.  68. 

'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  1. 

*  Little  V.  Libby,  2  Me.  242;  11  Am. 
Dec.  68;  Crim  v.  Nelms,  78  Ala.  604; 
Strausa  v.  Harrison,  79  Ala.  .S24;  Bell 
V.  Ellis,  1  Stew.  &  P.  294;  Shumake 
V.  Nelms,  25  Ala.  126;  Weaver  v. 
Jones,  24  Ala.  5:40.  Fielder  v.  Childs, 
73  Ala.  567;  Stringfellows  v.  Curry  ,°c 
Co.,  76  Ala.  394;  Fitzgerald  v.  Beebe, 
7  Ark.  305;  46  Am.  Dec.  285;  Byrd  y. 
Chase,  10  Ark.  602;  Thurston  v. 
Hinds,  8  Ark.  118;  Sampson  v.  Schaef- 
fer,  3  Cal.  196;  O'Connor  v.  Corbitt, 
3  Cal.  370;  Ramirez  v.  Murray,  5  Cal. 
222;  Hathaway  w.  Ryan,  35  Cal.  ISSj 
Emerson  v.  Weeks,  58  Cal.  439;  Red- 
den V.  Barker,  4  Harr.  (Del  )  179; 
Jackson  v.  Mowry,  30  Ga.  143;  Little- 
ton V.  Wynn,  31  Ga.  583. 

*  Osborne  v.  Humphrey,  7  Conn. 
340;  Hooten  v.  Holt,  139  .Mass.  54; 
Folden  V.  State,  13  Neb.  328;  Johnson 
V.  Hoffman,  53  Mo.  504;  Hunt  v.  Corn- 
stock,  15  Wend.  667;  Mitchell  v. 
Com.,  37  Pa.  St.  187;  Morgan  v.  U. 
S.,  14  Ct.  of  CI.  319;  State  v.  Page,  1 
Spear,  408,   429;   40  Am.   Dec.  608; 


'  Montague  v.  Smith,  13  Mass.  396; 
Murdock  v.  Reed,  1  Disn.  274.  And 
see  Arms  v.  Burt,  1  Vt.  303;  Stevens 
V.  Dewing,  2  Vt.  41 1 ;  Adams  v.  Buck- 
lin,  7  Pick.  121;  Alexander  v.  War- 
rance,  17  Mo.  228;  Farley  w.  Craig,  11 
N.  J.  L.  262;  Wartenby  v.  Moran,  3 
Call,  491;  Scott  v.  Lunt,  7  Pet.  596; 
Van  Rensselaer  v.  Hays,  19  N.  Y.  68; 
75  Am.  Dec.  278;  Wallace  v.  Harm- 
stad,  44  Pa.  St.  492;  Wortiiington  v. 
Hewes,  19  Ohio  St.  66;  Loring  v.  Me- 
lendy,  11  Ohio,  355,  the  court  saying: 
"  To  withdraw  permanent  leasehold 
estates  from  their  anomalous  position 
between  chattels  and  realty,  and  by 
calling  them  what  in  truth  they  are, 
lands,  we  relieve  them  from  all  doubt 
as  to  the  principles  and  laws  which 
shall  control  them,  and  assign  to  them 
a  certain  and  fixed  place  in  the  law. 
A  permanent  leasehold  estate  is  not  a 
chattel,  but  is,  in  truth,  land  carrying 
tiie  fee.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  es- 
tate, and  so  it  has  been  considered  and 
treated  in  the  legislation  of  our  state. 
We  therefore  declare  that  permanant 
leasehold  estates  are  lands,  subject  to 
all  the  rules  and  laws  which  attach  to 
laud  for  all  purposes." 
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sum/  or  of  any  consideration  or  advantage  moving  to  the 
lessor.*  It  is  essential  that  the  contract  be  legal,  otherwise 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  is  not  constituted.'  The 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  has  been  held  to  exist  in 
the  following  cases,  viz.:  Where  a  purchaser,  under  a  con- 
tract of  title,  enters  into  possession;*  where  one  enters 
under  a  lease  from  the  tenant.*  So  where  a  grantor  re- 
mains in  possession  of  the  premises  after  the  conveyance, 
the  presumption  is,  that  he  is  in  rightfully,  and  as  tenant 
of  the  grantee.*  The  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
does  not  exist  between  the  vendor  and  vendee  of  land;' 
nor  between  the  tenant  of  a  mortgagor  and  the  assignee 
of  a  mortgagee;*  nor  by  permission  by  the  owner,  to  one 
entering  and  holding  afterwards  adversely,  to  continue  in 
possession;'  nor  by  the  use  of  an  unimproved  bank  of  a 
river  in  mooring  rafts;'"  nor  upon  vacant  lands;"  nor  be- 
tween one  tenant  in  common  and  the  other  co-tenants, 
where  the  one  occupies  the  common  estate  in  his  own 
right,  and  without  contract,  express  or  implied,  with  his 
co-tenants;**  nor  where  one  merely  makes  an  arrangement 
to  and  does  occupy  jointly  with  another  who  has  been 


Steele  v.  Steele,  2  Tex.  App.  345; 
Jones  V.  Shay,  50  Cal.  508;  Godfrey  v. 
Walker,  42  Ga.  562;  Floyd  v.  Floyd, 
4  Rich.  28;  McKissack  v.  BuUington. 
37  Miss.  535;  Strickland  v.  Hudson, 
55  Miss.  235;  Herrell  v.  Sizeland,  82 
III.  457. 

'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
2. 

» Mitchell  V.  Com.,  37  Pa.  St.  187. 

'Crim  V.  Nelms,  78  Ala.  604; 
Strauss  V.  Harrison,  79  Ala.  324;  Mil- 
ton V.  Haden,  32  Ala.  30;  70  Am.  Dec. 
523;  Folsom  v.  Perrin,  2  Cal.  603;  El 
Dorado  Co.  v.  Davison,  30  Cal.  521; 
Uhlig  V.  Garrison,  2  Dak.  71;  Trib- 
ble  t'.  Anderson,  63  Ga.  31;  Mcintosh 
r.  Lee,  57  Iowa,  356;  Capper  v.  Sibley, 
fi5  Iowa,  754;  Rawlston  r.  Brady,  20 
Ga.  449;  Kathman  v.  Walters,  22  La. 
Ann.  64;  Dyer  r.  Curtis,  72  Me.  181; 
Simpson  v.  Wood,  105  Mass.  263; 
Sherman  v.  Wilder,  106  Mass.  537. 


*  Stansbury  v.  Taggart,  3  McLean, 
457;  Kirk  v.  Taylor,  8  B.  Mon.  264; 
Powell  V.  Hadden,  21  Ala.  745.  Aliter 
as  to  a  verbal  contract:  James  v.  Pat* 
terson,  1  Swan,  309;  55  Am.  Dec.  737. 
And  see  Stone  v.  Sprague,  20  Barb. 
509;  Dolittle  v.  Eddy,  7  Barb.  74. 

0  Schilling  v.  Holmes,  23  Cal.  227. 
See  Lucas  V.  Brooks,  18  Wall.  436. 

*  Sherburne  v.  Jones,  20  Me.  70. 

»  Watkins  v.  Holman,  16  Pet.  25. 
See  Nobles  v.  McCarty,  61  Miss.  456. 
Where  a  tenant,  during  the  term  of  a 
lease,  exercises  his  option  of  purchas- 
ing, he  is  no  longer  a  tenant,  but  a 
vendee:  Knerrv.  Bradley,  105  Pa.  St. 
190. 

*  Jackson  v.  Rowland,  6  Wend. 
666. 

*  Jackson  v.  Tyler,  2  Johns.  444. 
>•  Hall  V.  Jacobs,  7  Bush,  595. 

"  Turner  v.  Ferguson,  39  Tex.  605. 
"  Bird  V.  Earle,  15  Fla.  447. 


§  2798 


LANDLORD   AND   TENANT. 


4568 


left  in  possession  of  premises  originally  taken  by  virtue 
of  a  lease  to  him  and  another;'  nor  on  a  deed  of  land  in 
fee,  with  a  clause  that  the  grantor  should  retain  the  pos- 
session until  a  certain  time;'  nor  on  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  land  on  installments,  with  the  condition  that  if 
the  first  installment  was  not  paid,  the  purchaser  should 
pay  a  stipulated  amount  as  rent.'  Whether  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  exists  is  a  question  of  fact;* 
whether  the  evidence  proves  a  tenancy  is  one  of  law.' 

§  2798.  Implied  Tenancy. — A  tenancy  is,  in  general, 
implied  where  one  person  occupies  the  land  of  another 
by  his  permission."  It  may  be  implied,  also,  from  tl  e 
acts  and  conduct  of  the  parties.'  A  tenancy  proved  to 
have  once  existed  is  presumed,  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
to  the  contrary,  to  continue  as  long  as  the  tenant  remains 
in  possession.'    But  a  tenancy  will  not  be  implied  from 


»  Carver  v.  Palmer,  33  Mich.  342. 

•  Sims  V.  Humphrey,  4  Denio,  185. 
»  Oxford  V.  FoihI,  67  Ga.  362. 

«  Caldwell  V.  Center,  30  Cal.  539;  89 
Am.  Dec.  131;  Franklin  Tel.  Co.  v. 
Pewtross,  43  Conn.  167;  Linahan  v. 
Barr,  41  Conn.  471;  Doe  v.  Gray,  2 
Houst.  135;  Rawley  v.  Brown,  71  N. 
Y.  85;  Bank*.  Getchell,  59  N.  H.  281; 
State  V.  Hayes,  59  N.  H.  450;  Wel- 
come V.  Labrute,  63  N.  H.  124;  Nat. 
Oil  Refining  Co.  v.  Bush,  88  Pa.  St. 
835;  Chamberlain  v.  Donohue,  41  Vt. 
57;  Cunningham  v.  Holton,  65  Me.  33. 

"  Howard's  Lessee  v.  Carpenter,  22 
Md.  10;  Reed  v.  Todd,  1  Harr.  (Del.) 
138. 

•  Raineyr.  Capps,  22  Ala.  288;  Oakes 
V.  Oakes,  Itilll.  106;  Chambers  v.  Ross, 
25  N.  J.  L.  293;  Sutton  v.  Mandeville, 
1  Munf.  407;  4  Am.  Dec.  649;  Sargent 
r.  Ashe,  23  Me.  201 ;  Ferine  o.  Hankin- 
Bon,  11  N.  J.  L.  183;  Sterrett  v.  Wright, 
27  Pa.  St.  259;  Vetter's  Appeal,  99  Pa. 
St.  52;  Henwood  v.  Cheesernan,  3  Serg. 
&  R.  500;  Herrell  v.  Sizeland,  81  III. 
457;  Cressler  v.  VVdliams,  801nd.  366; 
Howard  v.  Ransom,  2  Aiken,  252; 
Health  Dept.  v.  Police  Dept.,  41  N.  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.  323;  Hunt  v.  Comstock,  15 


Wend.  665;  Anderson  v.  Prindle,  23 
Wend.  616;  Marqnart  v.  Lafarge,  5 
Duer,  559;  Farrow  v.  Edmundson,  4 
B.  Men.  605;  41  Am.  Deo.  250;  Harlan 
V.  Emery,  46  Iowa,  538;  Snedeker  v. 
Powell,  32  Kan.  396;  Hulett  v.  Nu- 
gent,  71  Mo.  132;  McKissick  v.  Bull- 
ington,  37  Miss.  535;  Boudette  v. 
Pierce,  50  Vt.  212;  Towery  v.  Hender- 
son, 60  Tex.  291 ;  Ellsworth  v.  Hale,  33 
Ark.  633;  Cobb  v.  Kidd,  19  Blatchf. 
560;  Wilcox  v.  Wilburn,  15  R.  I.  434; 
Mills  w.  U.  S.,  17  Ct.  of  CI.  79. 

'  Ladd  V.  Riggle,  6  Heisk.  620;  Har- 
din  V.  Pulley,  79  Ala.  381;  Bates  v. 
Ridgway,  48  Ala.  611;  Rainey  v. 
Capps,  22  Ala.  288;  Waugh  v.  Ridg- 
way,  42  Ala.  368;  Doe  v.  Gray,  2 
Houst.  135;  Cunningham  v.  Holton,  55 
Me.  33;  Ballentine  v.  McDowell,  2 
Scam.  28;  McNair  w.  Schwartz,  16111. 
24;  Greenup  v.  Vernor,  16  111.  26; 
Dunn  V.  Trustees,  39  III.  578;  Jackson 
V.  Mowry,  30  Ga.  143;  Littleton  v. 
Wynn,  31  Ga.  583;  Larnedv.  Hudson, 
60  N.  Y.  102;  Gustin  v.  Burnham,  34 
Mich.  511;  Watson  v.  Biainerd,  33  Vt. 
83. 

*  Wheelock  r.  Warsehaner,  21  Cal. 
316. 
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occupancy  alone;*  a  fortiori,  where  it  may  be  referred  to 
another  cause;'^  nor  will  it  be  implied  where  the  occupier 
does  not  recognize  the  owner's  title,'  or  where  the  owner 
has  repudiated  the  relation.*  The  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant  does  not  exist  by  implication  between  a  land- 
lord and  a  sheriff  who  suffers  goods  to  remain  in  the 
tenant's  possession  after  levy;'  nor  between  the  purchaser 
of  a  house  as  a  chattel  and  the  vendor  who  claims  the 
land;'  nor  where  an  execution  defendant  remains  in 
possession  after  a  sheriflF's  sale/ 

§  2799.    Holding  over  after  Expiration  of  Term. — 

If  a  tenant  for  one  or  more  years  holds  over  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  the  owner  of  the  premises  may  treat 
him  either  as  a  trespasser  or  as  a  tenant  for  another  year, 
upon  the  terms  of  tlie  prior  lease,  so  far  as  applicable,* 
and  he  is  liable  for  the  damage  thereby  sustained  by  the 
landlord."  An  overholding  tenant  is  presumed  to  hold 
for  the  term  and  subject  to  all    the    covenants    of  the 


'  Executors  of  Smith  r.  Houston,  16 
Ala.  Ill;  Weaver  v.  Jones,  24  Ala. 
420;  Cook  v.  Norton,  48  111.  20;  Nance 
V.  Alexander,  49  Ind.  516;  Blanchard 
V.  Davidson,  7  La.  Ann.  654;  Fisk  v. 
Morse,  7  Rob.  (La.)  279;  Jordan  v. 
Mead,  19  La.  Ann.  101;  Rich  v.  Bolton, 
46  Vt.  84;  14  Am.  Rep.  615;  Wilcher 
V.  Robertsop,  78  Va.  602;  Williams  v. 
Deriar,  31  Mo.  13;  Edmonson  v.  Kite, 
43  Mo.  176;  Richmond  etc.  Road  Co. 
V.  Rogers,  7  Bush,  532;  Hall  v.  Jacobs, 
7  Bush,  595;  Stewart  v.  Fitch,  31 
N.  J.  L.  17;  Knight  v.  Quigley,  2 
Camp.  504;  Hyde  v.  Moakes,  5  Car. 
&  P.  42;  Levy  v.  Lewis,  6  Com.  B., 
N.  S.,  766:  Sullivan  v.  Jones,  3  Car. 
&  P.  579;  Doe  v.  PuUen,  2  Biug.  N.  C. 
749;  Doe  v.  Cartwright,  3  Barn.  & 
Aid.  326. 

''  Russell  V.  Erwin's  Adm'r,  38  Ala. 
44:  Bell  v.  Ellis's  Heirs,  I  Stew.  &  P. 
294;  Straus  v.  Harrison,  79  Ala.  .S24; 
Brookhaven  v.  Baggett,  61  Miss.  383; 
Barns  v.  Shinholdter,  14  Ga.  131; 
Powell  V.  De  Hart,  55  Ind,  94;  Scott 
V.  Hudson,  86  Ind.  286;  Goldsberry  v) 
Bishop,   2  Duvall,   144;  Suowdea  v. 


McKinney,  7  B.  Mon.  259;  Leonard 
V.  Kingman,  1.36  Mass.  123;  Wales  v. 
Chase,  130  Mass.  538;  Mayo  r.  Shat- 
tuck,  14  Pick.  525;  State  v.  Page,  1 
Spear,  498;  Victory  v.  Stroud,  15  Tex. 
373. 

'Butler  V.  Cowles,  4  Ohio,  213;  19 
Am.  Dec.  612;  Douglass  v.  Geiler,  32 
Kan.  500;  Carlisle  v.  McCall,  1  Hilt. 
399;  Krug  ?\  Davis,  101  Ind.  75;  Ack- 
erman  v.  Lyman,  20  Wis.  454. 

*Greton  v.  Smith,  33  N.  Y.  245; 
Pendergast  v.  Young,  21  N.  H.  234. 

"  Hamilton  v.  Hamilton,  25  N.  J.  L. 
544. 

«  Furlong  v.  Garrett,  44  Wis.  111. 

»  Griffin  v.  Rochester,  96  Ind.  545. 

•Schuyler  v.  Smith,  51  N.  Y.  309; 
10  Am.  Rep.  609;  Bennock  v.  Whip- 
plo,  12  Me.  346;  28  Am.  Dec.  187; 
De  Young  v.  Buchanan,  10  Gill  &  J. 
149;  32  Am.  Dec.  156;  Hemphill  v. 
Flynn,  2  Pa.  St.  144;  Kerr  v.  Sim- 
mons, 8  Mo.  App,  431 ;  Clinton  Wire 
Cloth  Co.  V.  Gardner,  99  111.  IjI;  Dan- 
iels V.  Logan,  47  Iowa,  395.  But  see 
Smith  V.  AUt,  7  Daly,  492. 

>  Stoddard  v.  Waters,  30  Ark.  166. 
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expired  lease;*  but  no  such  agreement  can  be  implied 
where  the  lease  contains  collateral  stipulations  which 
could  not  be  performed  in  the  second  year.*  To  warrant 
a  landlord  in  claiming  that,  by  continuing  in  occupation  of 
the  premises  beyond  expiration  of  the  year,  the  tenant  has 
made  himself  liable  for  another  year's  rent  at  tlie  same 
rate,  either  the  circumstances  must  warrant  an  inference 
that  the  tenant  acquiesced  in  the  rent,  or  he  must  have 
been  in  fault  in  holdinc^:  over.'  Thus  where  the  tenant 
determined  and  endeavored  to  remove,  and  was  prevented 
by  neglect  of  duty  by  the  landlord,  it  was  held  that  the 
rule  did  not  apply.*  So  where  a  tenant's  holding  over 
wjis  hi  rler  to  take  certain  new  premises  of  the  land- 
loiv\  >''  ere  he  held  over  by  merely  allowing  certain 

chatiulb  to  remain  on  the  premises  after  the  expiration  of 
the  I'^-m  for  the  convenience  of  the  incoming  tenant.' 
Where  a  i.  lanu  .a  told  that  if  he  holds  over  it  must  be 
as  a  tenant  from  month  to  month,  and  not  for  a  year,  no 
contract  to  Ihe  contrary  can  be  implied.'^  Where  a  lease 
does  not  provide  for  re-entry  on  breach  of  condition,  and 

jment   that  a  failure 


agi 


'  Vrooman  v.  McKaig,  4  Md.  450; 
59  Am.  Dec.  85;  Hurd  v.  Whitsitt, 
4  Col.  77;  Miller  v.  Ridgely,  19  111. 
App.  30G;  Crommelin  v.  Thiesa,  31 
Ala.  412;  70  Am.  Dec.  499;  Quinette 
V.  Carpenter,  35  Mo.  502;  De  Young  v. 
Buchanan,  10  Gill  &  J.  149;  32  Am. 
Dec.  156;  Brewer  v,  Knapp,  1  Pick. 
332;  Ellis  v.  Paige,  1  Pick.  43;  Moore 
V.  Beasley,  3  Ohio,  294;  Phillips  v. 
Monges,  4  Whart.  226;  Diller  v.  Rob- 
erta,  13  Serg.  &  R.  60;  15  Am.  Dec. 
578;  Laguerenne  v.  Dougherty,  35  Pa. 
St.  45;  Dorrill  v.  Stevens,  4  McCord, 
59;  Fronty  r.  Wood,  2  Hill,  367;  Baker 
V.  Root,  4  McLean,  572;  Ames  v. 
Schuesler,  14  Ala.  600;  Schilling  v. 
Holmes,  23  Cal.  227;  Rothschild 
V.  Williamson,  83  Ind.  387:  Brinley  v. 
Walcott,  10  Heisk.  82.  If  a  tenant 
who  has  occupied  and  paid  rent  an- 
nually holds  over  into  a  new  year,  it 
is  evidence  of  a  new  demise  for  a  year: 
Hoof  V.  Ladd,  1  Cranch  C.  C.  167;  Har> 


perfo 


kins  V.  Pope,  10  Ala.  493;  Bacon  v. 
Brown,  9  Conn.  334;  4  Am.  Dec.  640. 
A  tenant  under  a  lease  for  three  years 
with  a  privilege  of  five  more,  holding 
over,  is  bound  for  the  full  further 
term  of  five  years:  Montgomery  v. 
Commissioners  of  Hamilton  County, 
76  Ind.  362;  40  Am.  Rep.  250;  Ters- 
tegge  V.  Benevolent  Society,  92  Ind. 
82;  47  Am.  Rep.  135. 

»  Diller  v.  Roberts,  13  Serg.  &  R. 
60;  15  Am.  Dec.  578.  And  see  Du- 
buque w.  Miller,  11  Iowa,  583. 

"  Cairo  etc.  R.  R.  C^o.  v.  Wiggin's 
Ferry  Co.,  82  111.  230;  Neumister  v. 
Palmer,  8  Mo.  App.  491;  Hollis  v. 
Burns,  100  Pa.  St.  206;  45  Am.  Rep. 
379;  Withnellv.  Palmer,  17  Mo.  App. 
667. 

*  Smith  V.  Allt,  4  Abb.  N.  C.  205. 

» Wilcox  V.  Raddin,  7  111.  App. 
594. 

«  Lore  V.  Pierson,  10  Daly,  272. 

'  Shipman  v.  Mitchell,  64  Tex.  174. 
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operate  as  a  forfeiture  or  termination  of  the  lease,  the 
tenant  does  not  "  hold  over  "  contrary  to  the  terms  of  the 
lease.'  The  right  (when  the  tenant  holds  over)  of  the  les- 
sor to  elect  to  continue  the  tenancy  is  not  affected  by  the 
fact  that  the  tenant  has  refused  to  renew  the  lease,  and 
has  given  the  lessor  notice  that  he  has  hired  other  prem- 
ises.* A  demand  of  rent  of  a  tenant  holding  over  does 
not  convert  his  tenancy  into  one  from  year  to  year.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  tenant  under  a  lease  for  five  years,  rent 
payable  monthly,  held  over  three  days,  and  on  the  third  <hiy 
notified  the  landlord  in  writing  that  he  would  surrender  at  tlie 
expiration  of  that  month,  and  paid  the  month's  rent,  leaving 
tlie  keys  on  a  table  in  the  landlord's  ofhce,  the  landlord  accept- 
ing the  rent,  but  refusing  to  receive  the  keys.  Held,  tliat  the 
landlord  might  treat  him  as  tenant  for  the  rest  of  that  year,  on 
the  former  terms:  Tolle  v.  Orth,  75  Ind.  298;  39  Am.  Rep.  147. 

§  2800.  Letting  on  Shares. — It  is  held  in  a  large  num- 
ber of  cases  that  a  letting  of  land  on  shares  is  not  a  lease, 
and  that,  as  to  the  crops  raised,  the  owner  of  the  land 
and  the  cropper  are  merely  tenants  in  common.*  This  is 
so,  even  where  the  letting  is  for  more  than  a  single  year,* 
and  although  the  owner  of  the  land  agrees  to  pay  tlie 

69  Am.  Dec.  505;  Smyth  v.  Tankers- 
kley,  20  Ala.  212;  56  Am.  Dec.  193; 
Smith  V.  Rice,  56  Ala.  417;  Putnam 
V.  Wise,  1  Hill,  234;  and  see  note  to 
this  case  in  37  Am.  Dec.  3\^-'^2^i; 
Brown  v.  Lincoln,  47  N.  H.  46S; 
Baughman  v.  Reed,  75  Cal.  319;  7 
Am.  St.  Rep.  170;  Connell  v.  Rich- 
mond, 55  Conn.  401.  Even  though 
the  technical  terms  of  a  lease  are  used: 
Chandler  v.  Thurston,  10  Pick.  205; 
Taylor  v.  Bradley,  .39  N.  Y.  129;  100 
Am.  Dec.  415;  Griswold  v.  Cook,  46 
Conn.  198.  A  lease  of  land  to  be 
worked  on  shares  with  the  lessor's  im- 
plements is  not  assignable:  Randall  v. 
Chubb,  46  Mich.  311;  41  Am.  Rep. 
165;  Jeter  v.  Penn,  28  La.  Ann.  230; 
26  Am.  Rep.  98.  He  cannot  transfer 
his  share  to  a  third  person  before  a  di- 
vision of  the  crop  is  made:  McNeeley 
V.  Hart,  10  Ired.  63;  51  Am.  Dec.  377. 
» Taylor  v.  Bradley,  39  N.  Y.  129, 
135;  100  Am.  Dec.  416. 


»  Pickard  v.  Kleis,  56  Mich.  604. 

2  Schuyler  v.  Smith,  51  N.  Y.  309;  10 
Am.  Rep.  609;  Wolfe  v.  Wolfe,  69  Ala. 
549;  44  Am.  Rep.  526. 

"Condon  V.  Barr,  47  N.  J.  L.  113; 
54  Am.  Rep.  121. 

'  Brown  v.  Coats,  56  Ala.  439;  Hay- 
wood V.  Rogers,  73  N.  C.  320;  Neal  v. 
Bellamy,  73  N.  C.  384;  Chase  v.  Mc- 
Donnell, 24  111.  236;  Caswell  r.  Districh, 
15  Wend.  379;  Bradish  r.  Sohenck,  8 
Johns.  152;  Lowe  v.  Miller,  3  Gratt. 
205;  46  Am.  Dec.  188;  Williams  v. 
ClL:aver,  4  Houst.  453;  Guest  v.  Op- 
dyke,  31  N.  J.  L.  554;  Aiken  v.  Smith, 
21  Vt.  181;  Williams  v.  Nolan,  ,34  Ala. 
167;  Befnel  v.  Hovious,  17  Cal.  546; 
79  Am.  Dec.  147;  Henderson  v.  Allen, 
23  Cal.  521 ;  De  Mott  v.  Hagerman,  8 
Cow.  220;  18  Am.  Dec.  443;  Fiquet  v. 
Alli-son,  12  Mich.  330;  86  Am.  Dec.  54; 
Harris  v.  Frink,  49  N.  Y.  24;  10  Am. 
Rep.  318;  Decker  v.  Decker,  17  Hun, 
13;  Daniels  v.  Brown,  34  N.  H.  454; 
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cropper  for  one  half  the  grain  produced.*  But  in  other 
cases  it  has  been  lield  that  a  letting  of  the  land  for  a  year 
will  constitute  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  although 
the  former  is  to  receive  a  share  of  the  crops  for  the  use  of 
the  land.^  The  difference  between  a  tenant  and  a  cropper 
is,  that  a  tenant  has  an  estate  in  the  land  for  the  term,  and 
consequently  he  has  a  right  of  property  in  the  crops; 
until  a  division,  the  right  of  property  and  of  possession 
in  the  whole  is  the  tenant's.'  And  he  may  sue  even  the 
landlord  for  a  trespass  on  the  land,*  or  maintain  replevin 
for  the  crop.'  A  cropper  has  no  estate  in  the  land;  and 
although  he  has  the  possession  of  the  crop,  it  is  the  pos- 
session of  a  servant  only,  and  is  in  law  that  of  the  land- 
lord.' A  landlord  leasing  land  on  shares  has  a  lien  upon 
or  a  property  in  the  growing  crop  until  the  rent  reserved 
is  satisfied,''  and  it  is  not  subject  to  a  judgment  against  the 


»  Wilber  r.  Sisson,  53  Barb.  258;  54 
N.  Y.  121;  Tanner  v.  Hilla,  44  Barb. 
428. 

»  Jeter  v.  Penn,  28  La.  Ann.  230;  26 
Am.  Rei).  98;  Brown  v.  Jaquette,  94 
Pa.  St.  113;  39  Am.  Rep.  770;  Alwood 
V.  Ruckman,  21  111.  200;  Birmingham 
V.  Rogers,  46  Ark.  254;  WoodruflF  v, 
Adams,  5  Blackf.  317;  35  Am.  Dec. 
122;  Hoskius  v.  Rhodes,  1  Gill  &  J. 
266;  Strain  v.  Gardner,  61  Wis.  174. 
See  Esdon  v.  Colburn,  28  Vt.  631;  67 
Am.  Dec.  7.30.  "In  general,  the  ques- 
tion of  possession  will  determine  the 
matter.  Take  the  case  where  the  ten- 
ant moves  onto  the  farm,  and  occupies 
and  controls  it  exclusively  as  if  it  were 
his  for  the  time  being,  and  is  by  the 
agreement  so  to  occupy  it  for  the 
year,  it  would  be  deemed  to  be  in  his 
exclusive  possession,  and  it  would  be 
held  to  be  a  lease  of  the  farm  for 
the  year,  although  the  rent  was  to  be 
paid  in  a  part  of  the  crops,  the  amount 
of  which  was  to  be  determined  by  the 
amount  of  the  crops  raised,  when  the 
tenant  would  be  held  to  be  the  exclu- 
sive owner  of  the  crop  until  the  stipu- 
lated rent  was  set  oflf  to  the  landlord. 
On  the  otlier  hand,  in  a  case  wliere  the 
owner  of  the  farm  resided  upon  it,  and 
continued  to  exercise  control  over  it 
as  the  owner,  and  allows  another  to 


cultivate  a  crop  upon  a  part,  or  even 
the  whole  of  it,  and  is  to  receive  a  por- 
tion of  the  crop  as  his  compensation 
for  the  use  of  the  land,  we  should  not 
presume  a  tenancy,  nor  hold  the  per- 
son who  cultivates  it  to  be  in  the  ex- 
clusive possession  of  the  portion  which 
he  cultivates,  and  the  parties  would 
be  tenants  in  common  of  the  crops": 
Alwood  V.  Ruckman,  21  111.  200. 

*  Cornell  v.  Dean,  105  Mass.  435; 
Harrison  v.  Ricks,  71  N.  C.  7;  La- 
throp  V.  Rogers,  1  lud.  554.  If  the 
lessor  of  a  farm  agrees  with  A  to  cul- 
tivate crops  on  shares,  A  has  no  estate 
in  the  land  as  against  the  lessor:  Mc- 
Laughlin V.  Kennedy,  49  N.  J.  L.  519. 
Where  one  cultivates  another's  farm, 
using  the  teams,  implements,  etc.,  of 
the  farm-owner,  no  presumption  arises 
as  to  the  character  of  the  occupation, 
or  as  to  the  right  of  either  to  the 
crops:  Rawley  v.  Brown,  71  N.  Y. 
85. 

*  Front  V.  Hardin,  56  Ind»  165;  26 
Am.  Rep.  18.  But  see  Hershell  ?>. 
Bushnell,  37  Conn.  36,  where  both  the 
parties  resided  on  the  premises. 

*  Cunningham  v.  Baker,  84  Ind.  597. 
«  Harrison  v.  Ricks,  71  N.  C.  7. 

'  Case  V.  Hart,  11  Ohio,  364;  38  Am. 
Dec.  735;  Gray  v.  Stevens,  28  Vt.  1; 
65  Am.  Deo.  216, 
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tenant.*  The  landlord  is  entitled  to  demand  for  rent  such 
portion  of  the  crop  raised  as  his  share  would  amount  to 
if  proper  industry  had  heen  hestowed  in  cultivating  the 
land.*  But  the  promisee  is  not  an  insurer  against  had 
weather.'*  The  agreement  of  the  lessee  to  pay  "half  of 
all  profits  from  the  farm  "  means  one  half  of  the  products, 
and  not  one  half  of  the  net  protlts.*  The  tenant  under  a 
cropping  lease  deprives  himself  of  all  claim  to  a  crop  which 
he  has  planted,  where,  without  fault  on  the  part  of  the 
landlord,  he  repudiates  the  agreement,  and  voluntarily 
abandons  the  premises.  In  such  case,  the  crop  becomes 
a  part  of  the  land,  and  goes  with  it.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  contract  for  working  a  farm  on  shares 
provided  that  one  party  should  have  one  third  of  all  "crops 
grown  upon  the  above-named  farm  for  one  year."  Held,  that 
the  limitation  was  applicable  to  the  growth  of  the  crop;  and 
should  be  construed  to  mean  crops  of  one  year's  growth,  and  not 
over,  and  not  crops  maturing  within  one  year  from  the  date  of 
the  agreement:  Armstrong  v.  Bicknell^  2  Lans.  216. 

§  2801.  Lease  Defined— Agreement  for  Lease — Action 
for  Breach  of  Agreement  for  Lease.  —  A  lease  is  a  contract 
for  the  possession  and  profits  of  lands  and  tenements  with 
a  recompense  of  rent  or  other  income.*  It  is  a  demise  or 
letting  of  land  unto  another  for  a  less  time  than  the  lessor 
has  in  it.'  The  person  letting  the  land  is  called  the  lessor, 
or  landlord;  the  person  to  whom  the  lease  is  made  is  called 
the  lessee,  or  tenant.'  A  writing  giving  the  privilege  of 
flowing  lands  for  a  certain  term  is  a  lease.'  "  It  is  some- 
times a  question  whether  the  instrument  amounts  to  a 
lease,  or  is  merely  a  contract  for  a  lease.     It  is  always  a 


1  Durdin  w.  Hill,  75  Ga.  228;  58  Am. 
Rep.  467;  Brazier  v.  Ansley,  11  Ired. 
12;  51  Ain.  Dec.  408. 

2  Wheat  V.  Watson,  57  Ala.  681. 

'  Brown  «.  Owen,  94  Ind.  31.  See 
Smally  v.  Cortes,  37  Vt.  486. 

*  Richmond  v,  Connell,  55  Conn.  403. 
'  Kiplinger  v.  Green,  61  Mich.  340; 

1  Am.  St.  Rep.  584. 

*  Jackson  v.  Harsen,  7  Cow.  323;  17 


Am.  Dec.  517.  Reservation  of  rent  is 
not  necessary  to  the  creation  of  a  lease 
for  years:  State  r.  Page,  1  Spear,  408; 
40  Am.  Dec.  608. 

'  Hall  V.  Benner,  1  Penr.  &  W.  402; 
21  Am.  Dec.  394. 

*  Jackson  v.  Harsen,  7  Cow.  323;  17 
Am.  Dec.  517. 

•Smith  V.  Simons,  1  Boot,  318;  1 
Am.  Dec.  48. 
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question  of  intention,  and  though  an  agreement  may  on 
one  part  of  it  purport  to  be  a  lease,  yet  if,  from  the  wliole 
instrument  taken  and  compared  together,  it  clearly  ap- 
pears to  have  been  intended  to  be  a  mere  executory  agree- 
ment for  a  future  lease,  the  intention  shall  prevail.  So  a 
contrary  conclusion  is  drawn  when  the  intention,  from 
the  instrument,  appears  to  create  a  subsisting  term,  though 
it  contemplated  a  mere  formal  lease  to  be  made."  *  The 
form  of  words  used  is  of  no  consequence;  and  it  is  not 
necessary  that  the  term  "lease"  should  be  used.  What- 
ever is  equivalent  will  be  equally  available,  if  the  words 
assume  the  form  of  a  license,  covenant,  or  agreement,  and 
the  other  requisites  of  a  lease  are  present.'^  Words  of 
present  demise  will  not  control  if  the  intention  appears 
to  make  a  future  lease;'  and  on  the  other  hand,  a  mere 
provision  for  a  future  lease  will  not  control  words  clearly 
intended  to  create  a  present  demise;*  nor  will  executory 
words  of  agreement  preclude  a  present  leasing.'  A  writ- 
ten authority  to  a  person  to  give  a  lease  to  another  on  the 


'  4  Kent's  Com.  105;  Jackson  v. 
Kissellirack,  10  Johna.  33(i;  6  Am. 
Dec.  341;  Jacksun  v.  Delacroix,  2 
Wend.  437;  Stanley  v.  Brunswick 
Hotel  Co.,  13  Me.  51;  29  Am.  Dec. 
485;  Potter  v.  Mercer,  53  Cal.  667; 
Gritlin  v.  Kinaely,  75  111.  41 1 ;  Bacon 
V.  Bowiloiii,  22  Pick.  401 ;  Jackson  v. 
Clarke,  3  Johns.  424;  Thornton  v. 
Payne,  5  Johns.  77;  Poole  v.  Bentley, 
2  Camp.  286;  State  v.  Page,  1  Spear, 
408;  40  Am.  Dec.  608;  Baxter  v. 
Brown,  2  W.  Black.  973;  Doe  v.  Pow- 
ell, 8  Scott  N.  R.  700;  Perring  v. 
Brooke,  1  Moody  &  R.  510;  Hallett  v. 
Wylie,  3  Johns.  44;  3  Am.  Dec.  457; 
Hurlbut  V.  Post,  1  Bosw.  28;  People  v. 
Kelsey,  38  Barb.  269;  Kelhy  v.  Gas 
Light  Co.,  102  Mass.  392;  Gartside  v. 
Outley,  58  111.  211;  11  Am.  Rep.  59; 
Christie's  Appeal,  85  Pa.  St.  463;  Hoi- 
ley  V.  Young,  66  Me.  520;  Andrino  v. 
Marin,  92  111.  40.  Where  the  con- 
tract was  held  to  be  a  lease:  Buell  v. 
Cook,  4  Conn.  238;  McGrath  v.  Bos- 
ton, 103  Mass.  369;  Withaus  o.  Star- 


ris.  12  Daly,  22G;  Brookhaven  v.  Bag- 
gett,  61  Miss.  883;  Harrison  v.  Palmer, 
76  Ala.  157,  where  it  was  held  simply 
an  agreement  for  a  lease. 

»  Moore  v.  Miller,  8  Pa.  St.  272. 

'  Jackson  v.  Delacroix,  2  Wend.  433; 
Jackson  v.  Moncrief,  5  Wend.  26; 
Tempest  v.  Rawling,  13  East,  18; 
Taylor  v.  Caldwell,  3  Best  &  S.  8-J6; 
Morgan  v.  Powell,  8  Jur.  1123;  Good- 
title  V.  Way,  1  Term  Rep.  75;  Morgan 
V.  Bissell,  3  Taunt.  72;  Perring  v. 
Brook,  7  Car.  &  P.  360. 

*  Jenkins  r.  Eldridge,  3  Story,  S25; 
Jackson  v.  Kisselbrack,  10  Jolins.  336; 
6  Am.  Dec.  341;  Jackson  v.  Van  Hoe- 
sen,  4  Cow.  325;  Warman  v.  Faithful, 
5  Barn.  &  Adol.  1042;  Barry  v.  Nu- 
gent, 5  Term  Rep.  165;  Baxter  v. 
Brown,  2  W.  Black.  973;  Wilson  v. 
Chisholm,  4  Car.  &  P.  474;  Pearce  v. 
Cheslyn,  5  Nev.  &  M.  652. 

*  Jenkins  v.  Eldridge,  3  Story,  .325; 
Emmons  i'.  Kiger,  23  Ind.  483;  Muu- 
son  V.  Wray,  7  Blackf.  403;  Doe  v, 
Richards,  4  lud.  374. 
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terms  hcfnro  offered  in  writing  by  him  is  not  a  lease.' 
A  complete  lease  merges  all  previous  negotiations, 
whether  oral  or  written.'  A  mere  agreement  for  a  fu- 
ture lease  does  not  give  a  right  of  possession,'  or  create 
a  tenancy/  and  is  not  a  consideration  for  an  actual  rent- 
ing.' 

Although  equity  will  in  most  cases  decree  specific  per- 
formance of  an  agreement  to  give  a  lease,"  either  party 
has  also  a  right  of  action  for  damages  for  breach  of  the 
agreement.^  The  action  will  not  lie  upon  a  mere  pro- 
posal for  a  lease,*  nor  upon  r.  parol  agreement  therefor," 
unless  it  is  partly  performed,***  or  the  property  lies  unten- 
anted, or  expenditure  is  incurred  as  the  result  of  its 
breach;"  nor  upon  a  refusal  to  execute  a  lease  which  im- 
poses terms  and  conditions  not  agreed  to,  and  not  imposed 
by  law."'  It  is  a  good  defense  that  the  plaintiff  has  no 
title,  and  no  power  to  make  the  lease.*'  It  is  no  defense 
that  the  rent  agreed  upon  was  not  paid  or  tendered,  if 
greater  rent  was  demanded;"  nor  that  the  lessor  tried  to 
relet  the  premises  after  the  refusal  of  the  tenant  to  take 
them." 

In  a  suit  by  the  lessor,  the  measure  of  damage  is  the 
rent  for  the  term,  less  what  he  may  have  received  from 
others.'"     Where  the  suit  is  by  the  lessee,  the  measure  of 


>  Davis  V.  Thompson,  13  Me.  209. 
'' Phillbrook  v.  Emawiler,   92  Ind. 
590. 

*  Harrison  v.  Palmer,  76  Ala.  157; 
Billings  V.  Canney,  57  Mich.  425; 
Becker  v.  De  Forest,  1  Sweeny,  528; 
Neppach  v.  Jordan,  15  Or.  308. 

♦  Weld  V.  Traip,  80  Mass.  3.30;  Pot- 
ter V.  Mercer,  53  Cal.  6(57;  Billings  v. 
Canney,  57  Mich.  425. 

"Tillman  v.  Fuller,  13  Mich.  113. 

'  Stiea)ite,  Title  Contrauts — Specific 
Performance. 

'  Milkman  v.  Ordway,  106  Mass. 
2.32;  Cocking  v.  Ward,  1  Com.  B. 
858. 

^  Foster  v.  Rowland,  7  Hurl.  &  N. 
103. 


•  Townsend  v.  Townsend,  6  Met. 
319;  Union  Banking  Co.  v.  Gittinga, 
45  Md.  181. 

'•  Steel  V.  Payne,  42  Ga.  207;  Deisher 
V.  Stein,  34  Kan.  39. 

"  Sausser  v.  Steinmetz,  88  Pa.  St. 
324;  McCaflferty  v.  Griswold,  99  Pa. 
St.  270. 

'•'  Uayden  v.  Lucas,  18  Mo.  A  up. 
325. 

'^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  seo. 
12. 

"  Murphy  v.  Service,  2  Tex.  App. 
sec.  749. 

'*  Kerland  v.  Wolf,  3  Cinn.  Law  Bull. 
114. 

16  Cleveland  v.  Bryant,  16  S.  0. 
634. 
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damngos  is  his  actual  loss  from  the  breach.*     But  specu- 
lative or  contingent  prolits  are  not  recoverable.' 

§  2802.  Who  may  be  Lessor — And  Lessee.  —  Any  person 
having  caj)acity  to  make  a  contract  may  be  a  lessor.*  An 
executor  or  administrator  may  be  lessor  of  lands  in  which 
the  deceased  owned  a  term  for  years;*  so  trustees  v 
have  the  legal  fee  in  lands  may  grant  leases;*  and  corpo- 
rations have  power  ii  grant  leases,  unless  specially  re- 
stricted by  law.'  A  tenant  for  life  can  make  a  lease,  but 
not  to  continue  beyond  his  own  estate;'  and  a  mortgagor 
can  lease  the  mortgaged  premises.*  Joint  tenants,  co- 
parceners, and  tenants  in  common  may  lease  their  undi- 
vided interests,  either  jointly  or  severally.'  Any  person 
may  be  a  lessee;  for  a  lease  is  presumed  to  be  beneficial 
to  the  person  who  takes  it.'" 

§  2803.     Form  of.  —  As  a  general  rule,  leases  for  years 
must  be  in  writing,  and  they  are  usually  sealed  as  well     ' 
signed."     But  it  is  well  settled  that  a  valid  lease  of  la 
for  years  may  be  made  by  a  writing  not  under  seal.'"    Ai- 


'  Stanly  v.  Hotel  Corporation,  13 
Mo.  51;  '29  Am.  Dec.  485;  Adair  v. 
Boglo,  20  Iowa,  238;  Chic.  &  R.  I.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Ward,  1(5  111.  522;  Giles  v. 
O'Toole,  4  Barb.  261;  Menard  v.  Ste- 
vens, 44  Jones  &  S.  515;  Hoy  v.  Gron- 
able,  34  Pa.  St.  9;  75  Am.  Deo.  628; 
Garsed  v.  Turner,  71  Pa.  St.  54;  Sans- 
Ber  V.  Steinmetz,  88  Pa.  St.  324;  Mc- 
Cafferty  v.  Griswold,  99  Pa.  St.  270; 
Williams  v.  Oliphant,  3  Ind.  271; 
Wrigiit  V.  Calls,  8  Com.  B.  160. 

*  Chambers  v.  Brown,  69  Iowa,  213; 
Giles  V.  O'Toole,  4  Barb.  261;  Rhodes 
V.  Baird,  16  Ohio  St.  573. 

'  See  a)ite,  Division  I.,  as  to  infants, 
insane  persons,  married  women,  etc., 
and  Title  Contracts,  Division  III. 

*  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  392;  compare 
Simpson  v.  Gutteridge,  1  Madd.  616; 
Bank  of  Hamilton  r.  Dudley,  2  Pet. 
492;  George  v.  Baker,  3  Allen,  326; 
Doe  1'.  Sturges,  7  Taunt.  217. 

*  Sinclair  v.  Jackson,  8  Cow.  548; 
Cox  V.  Walker,  26  Me.  504;  Greason 


V.  Keteltas,  17  N.  Y.  491.  And  see 
Malpas  V.  Ackland,  3  Russ.  273. 

'  See  ante,  Division  I.,  Corpora- 
tions. 

'  Story  V.  Johnson,  2  Younge  &  C. 
686.  See  Horsey  v.  Horsey,  4  Harr. 
(Del.)  517;  Doe  v.  Morse,  1  Barn.  & 
Adol.  365. 

"  Gibson  v.  Farley,  16  Mass.  280; 
Hutchinson  v.  Dearing,  20  Ala.  798; 
Rawson  v.  Eicke,  7  Ad.  &  K.  451. 

»  Mussey  v.  Holt,  24  N.  H.  248;  55 
Am.  Dec.  234. 

"  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  398. 

"  Crommelin  v.  Thiess,  31  Ala.  412; 
70  Am.  Dec.  499;  Brewer  v,  Knapp,  1 
Pick.  335;  Den  v.  Johnson,  15  N.  J. 
L.  116;  Allen  v.  Jaquish,  21  Wend. 
635;  Sharp  v.  Mayor  etc.,  40  Barb.  256; 
Stillman  v.  Harvey,  47  Conn.  26;  Hunt 
V.  Hazleton,  5  N.  H.  216;  20  Am.  Dec. 
675;  Kiersted  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  69  N.  Y. 
343;  25  Am.  Rep.  199. 

*^  University  etc.  v.  Joslyn,  21  Vt. 
62;  Dea  v.  Johnson,  16  N.  J.  L.  116; 
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though  a  lease  of  real  fstato  need  not  be  under  seal,  yet 
where  it  is  so  made,  an  indorsement  on  the  back  of  sudi 
lease,  made  afterwuvila,  and  signed  by  the  lessor  for  the 
rc'(hietion  of  the  rent  provided  for  in  the  lease,  cannot 
vary  tlie  terms  of  tlie  lease.*  The  words  "demise,  lease, 
and  to  farm  let"  are  the  proper  ones  to  constitute  a  lease;'^ 
but  any  oiher  words  whicli  show  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  one  shall  divest  himself  of  the  possession, 
and  the  other  come  into  it  for  a  certain  time,  whatever 
bo  the  form,  will,  in  coustrueLiun  of  law,  be  sufficient.' 
lu  construing  a  lease,  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  to 
bo  gathered  from  the  whole  instrument,  and  from  their 
concurrent  or  subsequent  acts.* 

§  2804.  Acceptance  Necessary. — An  acceptance  of  the 
lease  by  the  lessee  is  necessary  to  bind  him.*  But  a  lease 
honeficial  to  the  lessee  may  be  presumed  t  >  be  accepted.' 
It  is  not  necessary  to  the  validity  of  a  lease  that  the  lessee 
should  alfix  his  seal  thereto.  His  acceptance  is  shown 
by  claiming  and  occupying  under  it  and  paying  rent.' 

§  2805.  When  Lease  Begins. — An  estate  for  years  may 
be  created  to  commence  in  futuro.*  But  a  lease  must  have 
a  certain  beginning,  or  be  capable  of  being  made  certain 
by  reference   to  some  event   or  contingency  that  must 


Nicv.ll  V.  Burke,  8  Abb.  N.  C.  213; 
78  N.  Y.  580.  See  supra,  Title  Con- 
tracts, Statute  of  Frauds. 

'  Loach  V.  Farnum,  90  111.  368. 

»  Jackson  i'.  Delacroix,  2  Wend.  438. 

'  Upper  App.  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  83 
Va.  si  9;  Micliie  v.  Lawrence,  5  Rand. 
571;  Jackson  v.  Delacroix,  2  Wend. 
4S8;  People  v.  Kelsey,  38  Barb.  269; 
Putnam  V.  Wise,  1  Hill,  234;  37  Am. 
Dec.  309;  Krider  v.  Latferty,  1  Wliart. 
303;  Waller  v.  Morgan,  18  B.  Mon. 
i:W;  Doe  v.  Beujamia,  9  Ad.  &  E.  650; 
Bond  V.  Roshiug,  1  El.  B.  &  E.  371; 
Moore  v.  Millar,  8  Pa.  St.  272;  Weed 
V.  Crocker,  13  Gray,  219. 

♦People  V.  Gillis,  24  Wend.  201; 
Jenkins  ?•.  Eldredge,  3  Story,  325;  Id- 
diugs  V.  Nagle,  3  Watts  &  S.  24;  Doe 
287 


V.  Powell,  8  Scott  N.  R.  687;  7  Man. 
&  G.  980;  Banker  v.  Braker,  9  Abb. 
N.  C.  411;  Osborn  v.  Farwell,  87  111. 
89;  29  Am.  Rep.  47. 

'Camp  V.  Camp,  5  Conn.  299;  la 
Am.  Dec.  60;  Jackson  v.  Diuilap,  1 
Johns.  Cas.  114;  1  Am.  Dec.  100; 
Hedge  v.  Drew,  12  Pick.  141:  22  Am. 
Dec.  416;  Stephens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20 
Barb.  338. 

•Jackson  v.  Bodle,  20  Johns.  184; 
Spencer  v.  Carr,  45  N.  Y.  410;  6  Am. 
Rep.  112;  Merrills  v.  Swift,  18  Conn. 
257;  46  Am.  Dec.  315;  Thome  v.  San 
Francisco,  4  Cal.  127;  Camp  v.  Camp, 
5  Conn.  299;  13  Am.  Dec.  60. 

'  Wharf  and  Lighter  Co.  v.  Simpson, 
77  Cal.  286. 

>  1  Greeul.  Cruise,  226. 
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happen.*  If  made  to  begin  from  an  impossible  date,  it 
will  take  effect  from  delivery;''  if  from  an  uncertain  date, 
as  where  the  month  but  not  the  year  is  mentioned,  it  is 
void.'  A  lease  ordinarily  takes  effect  from  the  time  of  its 
delivery.*  A  tenancy  under  a  verbal  lease  commences 
from  the  day  when  the  tenant  takes  possession  under  it.^ 
A  tenancy  created  by  acceptance  of  rent  from  a  tenant 
holding  over  will  be  held  to  commence  on  the  same  day 
of  the  year  as  the  original  lease.®  A  lease  of  a  building 
in  course  of  construction  begins  on  its  completion.^  A 
lease  from  a  certain  day  does  not  include  that  day.*  A 
lease  for  a  term  of  years      from  the  first  day  of  July," 

begins  on  the  2d  of  Ju  y  "     A  lease,  "from  day  of 

,  A.  D.  1856,  for  and  during  and  until  the  full  end 


and  term  of  eighteen  months,"  runs  from  the  last  day  of 
the  year  1856.'°  A  tenant  for  years  is  not  said  to  be  seised 
of  the  lands,  and  a  mere  delivery  of  a  lease  f.r  years  does 
not  vest  any  estate  in  the  lessee,  but  only  gives  him  a 
right  of  entry  on  the  land."  The  interest  which  he  ac- 
quires by  the  delivery  of  the  lease,  and  before  an  actual 
entry,  is  called  an  interesse  terminif^^  or  a  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  a  term  at  a  future  time."  But  when  the  lessee 
has  actually  entered,  the  estate  becomes  vested  in  him, 
and  he  is  then  said  to  be  possessed,  not  properly  of  the 
land,  but  of  the  term  for  years,  the  seisin  of  the  freehoM 
still  remaining  in  the  lessor."  In  case  of  the  lessee's 
death  before  entry,  the  right  to  enter  passes  to  his  execu- 
tors or  administrators.** 


I 


» Child  V.  Boylie,  Cro.  Jac.  459; 
Goodright  v.  Richardson,  3  Term  Rup. 
462. 

^  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  .378;  Styles  u. 
Wardle,  4  Barn.  &  0.  908;  Trustees 
etc.  V.  Robinson,  Wright,  436. 

"  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  378;  Moore  v. 
Hussey,  Hob.  18. 

♦  Do  Ponde  v.  Olmstead,  5  Daly,  398; 
Chung  You  V.  Hop  Chong,  1 1  Or.  '.',20. 

"  Kemp  V.  Derrett,  3  Camp.  511. 

*  Doe  V.  Samuel,  6  £sp.  174. 


'  Billings  V.  Canney,  57  Mich.  42J; 
Clarke  v.  Spaulding,  20  N.  H.  313. 

*  Doe  V.  Smyth,  Anth.  179. 

•  Atkins  V.  Sleeper,  7  Allen,  487. 
1"  Huffman  v.  MoDaniel,  1  Or.  '259. 
"  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  '224.   And  see  Doe 

V.  Walker,  5  Barn.  &  C.  111. 

"  See  Williams  on  Real  Property, 
329;   1  Greenl.  Cruise,  2'25. 

•»  Co.  Lit.  46  b;  4  Kent's  Com.  97. 

'*  1  Greenl.  Cruise,  224. 

»  Co.  Lit.  46  b. 
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It  is  the  lessor's  duty  to  have  the  lease  expressed  in 
clear  terms.  If  it  is  left  doubtful  whether  the  lease  is  to 
terminate  on  the  1st  or  31st  of  a  certain  month,  the  lessee 
may  elect  which  of  the  two  dates  it  shall  end  on.^  A  lease 
from  the  first  day  of  April,  for  one  year,  expires  March  31st, 
succeeding." 

§  2806.    What  Passes  by  Lease —  A.ppurtexiaiiees.  — By 

the  lease  of  a  building  everything  which  belongs  to  it,  or 
is  used  with  it,  and  which  is  reasonably  essential  to  its 
enjoyment,  passes  as  incident  to  the  principal  thing  and 
as  a  part  of  it,  unless  especially  reserved.'  A  lease  of  a 
"builuliig"  conveys  the  land  under  the  eaves.*  A  lease  of 
a  "  •  '.'e"  includes  the  land  under  it  and  to  the  middle  of 
a  private  way  in  the  rear,  the  fee  of  which  is  in  the  lessor,' 
and  likewise  the  iron  grating  in  front  of  a  city  building 
which  protects  the  windows  of  and  admits  light  and  air 
to  the  basement.*  The  tenant  may  use  sign-boards  cus- 
tomarily used  by  former  tenants,^  and  his  right  to  put  up 
signs  is  limited  by  what  is  customary  and  reasonable.* 
The  reasonable  use  by  the  tenant  of  outside  walls  for  post- 
ing bills  and  notices  cannot  be  interfered  with  by  the 
lessor;*  but  if  the  lease  does  not  provide  therefor,  the 
lessee  of  part  of  a  building  has  no  exclusive  right  to  a 


*  Murrell  v.  Lyon,  30  La.  Ann.,  pt. 

1,  255. 

''  Marys  v.  Anderson,  2  Grant  Cas. 
446;  24  Pa.  St.  272. 

^  Riddle  V.  Littletield,  53  N.  H.  503; 
16  Am.  Rep.  388. 

*  Sherman  v.  Williams,  113  Mass. 
481;  18  Am.  Rep.  522. 

•'  Hooper  v.  Farnsworth,  128  Mass. 
487. 

"  Spies  V.  Uamm,  54  How.  Pr.  293. 
See  Stock  well  v.  Hunter,  11  Met.  448; 
45  Am.  Dec.  220.  Where  a  plat- 
form covering  the  outlet  to  cellar  steps 
was  not  mentioned  in  a  lease  of  a  part 
of  the  cellar,  and  its  use  was  not 
necessary  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the 
leased  premises,  it  was  held  that  the 
teuant   could  not    claim  it:    Hill  v. 


Shultz,  40  N.  J.  Eq.  164.  So  where 
a  building  was  described  in  a  leaso 
thereof  by  its  number  on  E.  Street,  it 
was  held  that  upper  rooms  in  an  ad- 
joining building  belonging  to  the 
lessor,  reached  from  M.  Street,  were 
not  embraced  in  the  lease,  although, 
on  the  lower  floor,  the  rooms  in  both 
buildings  had  been  thrown  together  by 
a  removal  of  the  partition  wall  between 
them:  Houghton  v.  Moore,  141  Mass. 
437. 

'  Francis  v.  Hayward,  L.  R.  20  Ch. 
Div.  773. 

"  Bennett  V.  Seligman,  32  Mich. 
500. 

»  Riddle  V.  Littlefield,  52  N.  H.  503; 
16  Am.  Rep.  388;  Baldwin  v.  Morgan, 
43  Hun,  365, 
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particular  place  for  his  sign/  A  lease  of  the  "first  floor 
in  a  building"  includes  the  outside  of  the  front  wall  of 
that  part  of  the  building,  with  the  right  to  use  and  enjoy 
the  same.'' 

A  tenant  is  entitled  to  the  crops  growing  on  the  prem- 
ises at  the  beginning  of  his  tenancy.'  A  lessee  of  land 
bounded  by  the  "present  bank  of  a  stream'  is  entitled  to 
the  accretions  formed  during  his  term  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  a  grantee.*  A  landlord  has  no  right  to  remove  a 
fence  on  land  leased  to  his  tenant.'  A  lease  conveys  no 
right  to  a  private  way,  though  it  may  adjoin  the  prem- 
ises.* The  general  principle  that  a  lease  of  land  carries 
with  it  the  mines  upon  the  land  applies  only  where  the 
contract  relates  to  the  land  generally',  without  exception 
or  reservation.^  A  lease  of  a  lot  with  "appurtenances" 
gives  the  lessee  no  right  to  use  other  lands  of  the  lessor, 
except  when  indispensable  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  for- 
mer;^ nor  can  it  be  otherwise  shown  by  parol  evidence.' 
Thus  it  has  been  held  that  in  a  lease  of  a  hotel  the  word 
"appurtenances"  did  not  include  an  iron  kettle  for  heat- 
ing water  situated  on  the  lessor's  adjacent  lot  not  included 
in  the  lease,  and  not  indispensable  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  hotel,  though  used  by  the  lessor  in  connection  therc- 
with.^» 

The  word  "furniture,"  in  a  lease  of  "a  hotel,  with  the 
furniture  therein,"  includes  that  which  furnislies  or  with 
which  anything  is  furnished  or  supplied;  whatever  must 
be  supplied  to  a  house,  a  room,  or  the  like,  to  make  it 
habitable,  convenient,  or  agreeable;  goods,  vessels,  utcn- 
sils,  and  other  appendages  necessary  or  convejiient  for 


»  Pevey  v.  Skinner,  116  Mass.  129; 
Knoefel  v.  Ins.  Co.,  48  How.  Pr.  208, 
Sue  Snyder  v.  Heisberg,  11  Pliila.  2UJ. 

''  Lowull  V.  Strahau,  145  Mass.  1;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  422. 

*  iMartiu  v.  Knapp,  57  Iowa,  336. 

*Ct)l)b  V.  Lavalie,  89  111.  331;  31 
Am.  Rep.  91. 

°  State  V.  Piper,  89  N.  C.  551. 


•  Taylor  w.  Bailey,  Writjht,  640. 

'  Sliuw  V.  Wallace,  2j  N.  J.  L. 
453. 

»  Barrett  r.  Bell,  82  Mo.  1 10;  52 
Am.  Rep.  361. 

»  Hall  V.  Bonner,  1  Penr.  &  \V.  4U2; 
21  Am.  Dec.  395. 

'•  Barrett  v.  Boll,  82  Mo.  110;  52 
Am.  Rep.  361. 
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Wright,  640. 
25    N.    J.    L. 

|82   Mo.   110;   o2 

Irenr.  &  W.  402; 

l82  Mo.  110;  52 


housekeeping;  whatever  is  added  to  the  interior  of  a  house 
or  apartment  for  use  or  convenience.*  But  parol  evidence 
is  not  admissible  to  show  that  the  words  "said  house  to 
he  furnished  with  gas,"  in  a  lease,  meant  that  the  landlord 
should  furnish  fixtures,  and  not  gas.** 

§  2807.    Tenant  cannot  Dispute  Landlord's  Title.  —A 

tenant,  or  one  entering  directly  under  him,  is  not  allowed 
to  dispute  the  title  of  his  landlord,  or  those  succeeding  to 
the  interest  of  his  landlord.'     The  tenant  must  first  sur- 


1  Boll  V.  Gelding,  27  Ind.  17.3. 

■'■  Thorpe  v.  Suj,'hi,  33  Ala.  .330. 

*  Springs  v.  Sclicuck,  'J'J  N.  C.  551; 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  552;  Lucas  v.  Brooks, 
18  Wall.  43(j;  Lunsford  v.  Turner,  5 
J.  J.  Marsh.  104;  20  Am.  Dee.  248; 
Bertram  v.  Cook,  32  Mich.  518;  Ar- 
nold V.  Woodard,  4  Cold.  249;  Rogers 
r.  Boyntoii,  57  Ala.  501 ;  Savings  Bank 
i'.  Plialeii,  12  R.  I.  495;  Brahm  i\  Jersey 
City  Forye  Co.,  38  N.  J.  L.  74;  Mat- 
tis  V.  Robinson,  1  Neb.  3;  Brenner  v. 
Bigelow,  8  Kan.  497;  Frazer  tu  Robin- 
son, 42  Miss.  121;  Clarke  v.  Clarke,  51 
Ala.  498;  Cook  v.  Creswell,  44  Md. 
681;  Dolaaey  v.  Fox,  2  Com.  B.,  N.  S., 
7()8;  Balls  v.  VVestwood,  2  Camp.  11; 
Stott  V.  Rutherford,  92  U.  S.  107; 
Lewis  V.  Adams,  61  Ga.  559;  Ronald- 
son  V.  Tabor,  43  Ga.  230;  Rose  v.  Da- 
vis, 11  Cal.  135;  Earle  w.  Hale,  31  Ark. 
470;  Hardy  v.  Akerly,  57  Barb.  148; 
Jones  V.  Dove,  7  Or.  4(57;  Bedford  v. 
Kelly.  61  Pa.  St.  491;  People  v.  Angel, 
61  How.  Pr.  157;  Rogers  v.  Waller,  4 
Hayw.  (Tenn.)  205;  9  Am.  Dec.  758; 
Jackson  v.  Miller,  6  Wend.  228;  21 
Am.  Dec.  316;  Jackson  w.  Rowland,  6 
Wend.  666;  22  Am.  Dec.  557;  VVin- 
fiton  V.  Franklin  Academy,  28  Miss. 
118;  61  Am.  Dec.  540;  Young  v.  Smith, 
28  Mo.  65;  75  Ain.  Dec.  109;  Chambers 
r.  I'leak,  6  Dana,  426;  32  Am.  Dec.  78; 
Tillotson  V.  Kennedy,  5  Ala.  407;  39 
Ami.  Dee.  330;  VVhaley  r.  Whaley,  1 
Spiar,  22r;  41  Am.  Dec.  594;  Farrow 
V.  Kdinondson,  4  B.  Mon.  605;  41  Am. 
1).  c.  250;  Rigg  v.  Cook,  4  Gilm.  336; 
4()  Am.  Dec.  402;  Sims  v.  Glazincr,  14 
All.  695;  J.8  Am.  Doc.  120;  Bank  of 
Utica  V.  Mersereau,  3  Barb.  Ch.  528; 
49  Am.  Dec.  189;  Hoen  v.  Simmons,  1 
Cal.  119;  62  Am.  Dec.  291;  Giveas  v. 


Mullinax,  4  Rich.  590;  55  Am.  Dec. 
706;  Emerick  v.  Taverner,  9  Gratt. 
220;  58  Am.  Dec.  217;  Vrooman  v. 
McKaig,  4  Md.  450;  59  Am.  Dec.  85; 
Arnold  v.  Woodward,  4  Col.  249; 
Caldwell  V.  Smith,  77  Ala.  157;  King 
V.  Boiling,  77  Ala.  594;  Loring  v.  Har- 
mon, 84  Mo.  123;  Standly  v.  Stephens, 
66  Cal.  541;  Mandlin  v.  Cox,  67  Cal. 
387;  Blantin  «.  Whitaker,  11  Humph. 
313;  Lalaillarde  v.  Santa  Barbara  Gas 
Co.,  58  Cal.  4.  And  the  rule  applies 
even  where  the  tenant  was  in  posses- 
sion before  the  making  of  the  rent 
contract:  Richardson  v.  Harvey,  37 
Ga.  224;  Gleaton  v.  Gleaton,  37  Ga. 
6.50;  McConnell  v.  Bowdry,  4  T.  B. 
Mon.  392;  Patterson  v.  Hansel,  4 
Bush,  654;  Hockenbury  v.  Snider,  2 
Watts  &  S.  240;  Thayer  v.  Soc.  of 
of  United  Brethren,  20  Pa.  St.  60. 
A  leasee,  when  sued  for  rent,  cannot 
deny  that  his  lessor,  a  de  facto  cor- 
poration, was  a  corporation  de.  jure, 
or  that  it  had  not  the  power  to  exe- 
cute the  lease:  Oregonian  R'y  Co.  v. 
Oregon  R'y  &  Nav.  Co.,  27  Fed.  Rep. 
277.  One  who  has  taken  a  lease  of 
public  grounds  from  a  municipal  cor- 
poration is  estopped  to  deny  its  right 
or  power  to  make  it:  Helena  v.  Turner, 
36  Ark.  577.  Or  its  title:  Hatch  r. 
Pendergast,  15  Md.  251.  A  lessee 
obtaining  a  lease  from  an  agent  cannot, 
after  enjoyment  of  the  term,  deny  the 
title  of  his  lessor  or  the  authority  of 
the  agent  before  he  restores  possession: ' 
Bailey  V.  Kilburn,  10  Met.  176;  43  Am. 
Dec.  423.  In  ejectment  by  a  landlord 
against  his  tenant,  who  holds  over  after 
the  term  has  expired,  the  former  may 
rely  on  the  lease,  and  need  show  no 
other  title:  Mattoz  v.  Uelm,  5  Litt. 
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render  possession  to  the  landlord;^  and  this  estoppel  ex- 
tends to  all  persons  succeeding  to  the  premises  through 
or  under  the  first  tenant.'^  Tliis  rule  has  been  held  to 
apply  to  a  tenant  who  has  entered  and  is  in  possession 
under  a  written  unsealed  lease;'  to  one  who,  at  the  time 
under  a  disability  to  contract,  enters  upon  land  by  per- 
mission of  another  claiming  and  acknowledged  to  be  the 
owner.'*  So  where  one  abandons  his  right  to  occupy 
under  contract  of  purchase,  and  continues  to  occupy.' 
A  tenant,  however  he  originally  entered  into  possession, 
is,  by  his  subsequent  recognition  of  his  tenancy,  estopped 
to  deny  his  landlord's  title."  Where  a  tenant  admits  the 
fact  of  tenancy,  it  is  immaterial,  as  between  them,  from 
what  source  the  landlord  derived  his  title.'  Although  a 
landlord's  title  may  be  bad,  his  tenant  cannot  dispute  it 
so  long  as  the  true  owner  permits  the  tenant's  occupa- 
tion.* One  who  has  paid  rent  for  land  claimed  by  the 
lessor,  and  has  peaceably  enjoyed  the  full  term,  cannot 
recover  the  rent  from  the  lessor,  although  the  lessor  has 
been  ejected,  or  has  voluntarily  surrendered  to  a  superior 
title.* 

But  the  rule  does  not  apply  where  the  acceptance  of  the 
lease  was  induced  by  fraud,  mistake,  misrepresentation, 
or  duress.*"     And  the  tenant  may  show  that  the  relation 

185;  15  Am.  Dec.  64.     A  tenant  who    Am.  Dec.  71;  Lewis  v.  Adams,  61  Ga. 


disuluiiiis  his  landlord's  title  and  asserts 
title  in  himself  in  an  action  at  law, 
cannot,  when  deteated  in  that  action, 
afterwards  obtain,  in  a  courc  of  equity, 
compensation  for  his  improvements: 
McQueen  v.  Chouteau,  20  Mo.  222;  64 
Am.  Uec.  178. 

'  Mattis  t>.  Robinson,  1  Neb.  3;  Pate 
V.  Turner,  94  N.  C.  47;  Bryan  v.  Win- 
born,  43  Ark.  28.  A  leaving  of  pos- 
session by  a  tenant  for  a  tew  days, 
without  notice  to  the  landlord,  and 
then  resuming   it  again   by  collusion 


559.  A  widow  in  possession,  as  sucli, 
of  lands  occupied  by  her  husband  in 
his  life  is  bound  by  an  estoppel  which 
bound  him:  Bufferlow  v.  Newsom,  1 
Dev.  208;  17  Am.  Dec.  5G5;  Uorliaiii 
V.  Brenon,  2  Dev.  174;  Love  v.  Den- 
nis, Harp.  70. 

*  Morrison  v.  Bassett,  26  Minn.  235. 

*  Wilson  V.  James,  79  N.  C.  349. 

'  Henderson  v.  Miller,  53  Mich.  590. 
«  Tyler  v.  Davis,  61  Tex.  074. 
'  James  v.  Russell,  92  N.  C.  194. 
"  Providence  County  Savings  Bank 


with  a  tliird  person,  is  a  surrender  of    v.  Phalen,  12  R.  I.  495, 


possession:   Littleton  v.    Clayton,    77 
Ala.  571. 

■•'  Jones  V,  Dove,  7  Or.  467;  Stewart 


•  Dwiniiell   v.  Brown,    65  Ga.   43S; 
,38  Am.  Rep.  792. 

'»  Hall  V.  Benner,  1  Penr.  &  W.  402; 


V.  Roderick,  4   Watts  &  S.   188;    39    21  Am.  Dec.  395;  Aldersoa  v.  Miller, 
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has  been  dissolved,  and  may  then  controvert  the  title  of 
the  landlord.'  After  the  termination  of  the  tenancy,  a 
tenant  may  purchase  and  assert  an  adverse  title  against 
the  landlord;''  and  his  previous  tenancy  is  no  bar  to  his 
recovery.'  A  lessee  is  not,  by  a  covenant  to  pay  rent, 
estopped,  in  an  action  for  the  rent,  to  show  that  the  les- 
sor's estate  ended  before  the  rent  accrued.*  So  where  the 
title  of  the  landlord  is  divested  by  his  own  act,  or  by  op- 
eration of  law,  or  it  is  judicially  pronounced  insufficient 
for  his  security,  he  may  dispute  it,®  as  where  the  tenant 
is  evicted.* 

A  tenant  sued  for  rent  may  set  up  a  title  acquired  by 
pur'ihase  under  an  encumbrance  prior  to  his  landlord's 
title.^  A  lessee  of  a  mortgagor  is  not  estopped  by  the  lease 
from  disputing  the  lessor's  title,  where,  subsequent  to  the 
lease,  he  becomes  assignee  of  the  mortgage.*  Where  a 
tenant  has  a  mortgage  on  the  leased  premises  conditioned 


n,    65  Ga.   438; 


15  Gratt.  279;  Pentz  v.  Kuester,  41 
Mo.  447;  Miller  v.  McBrier,  14  Serg. 
&  R.  382;  Evans  v.  Bidwell,  76  Pa. 
St.  497;  Baskia  v.  Seechrist,  6  Pa.  St. 
163;  Gleiin  v.  Rise,  6  Watts,  44; 
Brown  v.  Dysinger,  1  Rawle,  408; 
Gravenor  v.  Woodhouse,  1  Bing.  38; 
De  Wolf  V.  Martin,  12  R.  I.  533;  Jack- 
son V.  Cuerden,  2  Johns.  Gas.  355; 
Swift  V.  Dean,  11  Vt.  323;  34  Am. 
Dec.  693;  Johnson  v.  Chealey,  43  Cal. 
305;  Givins  v.  Mullinax,  4  Rich.  570; 
55  Am.  Dec.  706;  Tison  v.  Yawn,  15 
Ga.  491;  t)0  Am.  Dec.  708;  Cain  v. 
Guion,  3(5  Ala.  168;  Pearce  v.  Nix,  34 
Ala.  183;  Wiggin  v.  Wiggin,  58  N. 
H.  235.  The  payment  of  rent  by  one 
in  possession  of  real  estate  does  not 
estop  him  from  showing  the  true  char- 
acter in  which  he  holds  the  premises: 
Shelton  v.  Carroll,  16  Ala.  148;  Wil- 
lurn  V.  Whitfield,  44  Ga.  51.  But 
where  one  is  induced  by  fraud  to 
take  a  lease,  and  retains  possession 
after  discovering  the  fraud,  he  cannot 
afterwards  contest  its  validity:  Morey 
».  Pierce,  14  111.  App.  91. 

'Camp  V.  Camp,  5  Conn.  291;  13 
Am.  Dec.  60;  Bigler  v,  Furman,  58 
Barb.  545;  Wild  v.  Serpel,   10  Gratt. 


415;  Giles  v.  Elsworth,  10  Md.  333; 
Carpenter  o,  Thompson,  3  N.  H.  204; 
14  Am.  Dec.  348;  Jackson  v.  Rowland, 
6  Wend.  666;  22  Am.  Dec.  557;  Heath 
V.  Williams,  25  Me.  209;  43  Am.  Dec. 
265.  A  tenant,  on  surrendering  his 
lease,  and  taking  one  from  an  adverse 
claimant,  may  dispute  the  title  of  his 
former  landlord:  Boyer  v.  Smith,  3 
Watts  449. 

*  Gable  v.  Wetherholt,  116  111.  313; 
56  Am.  Rep.  774. 

« Smith  V.  Mundy,  18  Ala.  182;  52 
Am.  Dec.  221. 

*  Lamson  v.  Clarkson,  113  Mass. 
348;  18  Am.  Rep.  498. 

*  Lunsford  v.  Turner,  5  J.  J.  Marsh. 
104;  20  Am.  Dec.  248;  Bettison  v. 
Budd,  17  Ark.  546;  65  Am.  Dec.  442; 
Chambers  v.  Pleak,  6  Dana,  426;  32 
Am.  Dec.  78. 

*  Fowler  v.  Cravens,  3  J.  J.  Marsh. 
428;  20  Am.  Dec.  153;  Foster  v.  Mor- 
ris, 3  A.  K.  Marsh.  609;  13  Am.  Dec. 
205;  Gove  t».  Stevens,  1  Dana,  301;  25 
Am.  Dec.  141. 

'  Carson  v.  Crigler,  9  111.  App.  83. 
8  Niles  V.  Rausford,  1  Mich.  338;  51 
Am.  Deo.  95. 
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for  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  on  the  day  of  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  and  the  mortgage  is  not  paid  when 
due,  the  tenant  may  make  title  under  his  mortgage  with- 
out first  yielding  and  surrendering  the  possession  to  the 
lessor,  and  a  subsequent  tender  by  the  mortgagor  will  not 
terminate  the  tenant's  estate.'  A  tenant  in  possession 
under  a  lease  for  years  purchasing  a  judgment  which  is 
an  encumbrance  on  the  leasehold,  not  for  profit,  but  to 
l)rotect  his  possession,  may  lawfully  offset  the  amount 
which  he  has  paid  for  the  same  against  the  rent.^  A  ten- 
ant in  possession  may  purchase  his  landlord's  title  at  a 
tax  sale  thereof,  which  purchase  will  extinguish  the  land- 
lord's title,  and  merge  the  lease  in  his  fee.'  So  a  tenant 
may  acquire  his  lessor's  title  by  a  purchase  on  execution 
against  the  lessor,  or  by  redeeming  the  premises  after  an 
execution  sale.*  A  tenant  under  no  obligation  to  pay 
taxes  on  the  demised  premises  may  acquire  a  valid  title  to 
the  premises  on  a  tax  sale  during  the  term,  and  thereby 
defeat  his  landlord's  claim  for  subsequently  accruing  rent.* 
But  a  tenant  stands  in  a  position  of  trust  and  confidence 
to  his  landlord;  and  if  he  aids  in  procuring  the  sheriff"'s 
sale  of  his  landlord's  property  by  preventing  the  landlord 
having  any  notice,  such  sale  will  not  inure  to  the  tenant's 
advantage.*  So  where  the  tenant  is  under  an  obligation  to 
pay  the  taxes,  he  cannot  acquire  title  at  a  tax  sale  made 
in  his  own  name.^  The  doctrine  of  estoppel  between 
landlord  and  tenant  has  no  application  to  a  constructive 
relation,  but  only  to  the  actual  relation  created  by  cou- 


'  Shields  v.  Lozear,  34  N.  J.  L.  496; 
3  Am,  Rep.  256. 

•'  Thrall  v.  Hotel  Co.,  5  Neb.  295;  25 
Am.  Rexj.  488. 

"  Ferguson  v.  Etter,  21  Ark.  160;  76 
Am.  Due.  361. 

*Nelli3  V.  Lathrop,  22  Wend.  121; 
34  Am.  Dec.  285;  iVlurrell  v.  Roberts, 
11  Ired.  424;  53  Am.  Dec.  419;  Cam- 
h;y  V.  Sautield,  10  Tex.  546;  60  Am. 
Dec.  219;  Pickett  v.  Ferguaou,  45  Ark. 


177;  55  Am.  Rep.  545.  Contra,  in  the 
case  of  an  absent  lessor:  L^iusman  v. 
Drahos,  10  Neb.  172;  35  Am.  Rep. 
468. 

°  Weichsblbaum  v.  Curlett,  20  Kan. 
709;  27  Am.  Rap.  204. 

«  Matthew's  Appeal,  104  Pa.  St.  444. 

'Blake  v.  Howe,  1  Aiken,  30li;  15 
Am.  Duo.  681,  and  see  note  6S4-()'.tO; 
Haskell  v.  Putnam,  104  Pa.  St.  414; 
Cauthers  v.  Weaver,  7  Kan.  110. 
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tract;'  nor  where  the  lessor  has  never  taken  or  been  put 
in  possession.^  And  as  against  a  stranger,  a  tenant  is 
not  estopped  from  setting  up  title  in  himself  adverse  to 
his  landlord.'  So  a  lessor  having  no  interest,  title,  or 
possession,  or  right  of  possession,  cannot  make  a  valid 
lease  to  another  in  possession,  and  the  doctrine  of  estop- 
pel is  inapplicable.*  Accepting  a  lease  for  part  of  a  tract 
does  not  estop  the  tenant  from  denying  the  landlord's 
title  to  the  residue  of  the  tract.'  The  rule  is  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  lessor,  and  may  be  waived  by  him.® 

Illustrations.  —  Defendant,  who  was  in  po.'^session  as  ten- 
ant in  common  of  certain  real  estate,  agreed  by  parol  to  pay 
rent  to  C.  for  an  undivided  share  therein  not  owned  by  defend- 
ant, and  claimed  by  C.  After  paying  rent  for  several  years, 
defendant  disclaimed  tenancy  under  C.,  and  refused  to  longer 
pay  rent.  Held,  that  defendant  was  not  estopped  from  denying 
the  title  of  C:  Fuller  v.  Sweet,  30  Mich.  237;  18  Am.  Rep.  122. 
Under  an  execution  against  defendant,  lands  in  which  he  had 
a  right  of  homestead  were  sold.  Subsequently,  he  took  a  lease 
of  such  lands  from  the  purchaser,  and  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  thereof  continued  in  possession.  Ilekl,  that  he  was  not 
estopped  from  claiming  homestead  in  the  lands,  but  could  not 
Bet  up  that  defense  to  an  action  by  his  landlord  to  recover  pos- 
session thereof:  Abbott  v.  Cromartie,  72  N.  C.  292;  21  Am.  Rep. 
457.  A  had  a  lease  for  a  year,  with  a  right  of  renewal.  He 
suhlet  to  B,  contrary  to  the  covenants  in  his  lease,  beginning  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  A  did  not  obtain  a  renewal  of  his  lease. 
Held,  that  B,  after  occupying,  was  estopped  to  deny  A's  title. 
Fordyce  v.  Young,  39  Ark.  135.  A  purchaser  of  lands,  in  posses- 
sion under  an  agreement  for  title,  leased  them.  Subsequently, 
the  owner  of  the  legal  title  died,  having  devised  the  land  to  the 
tenant.  Held,  that  the  tenant  could  not  set  up  the  devise  in  an 
action  against  him  for  rent:  Hatch  v.  Bullock,  57  N.  H.  15.  One 
in  possession  by  tenant  released  the  latter  before  his  term 
expired,  and  leased  to  another,  who  entered,  but  afterwards 
tendered  the  keys  to  the  lessor's  agent,  and  abandoned  the 
premises.    Held,  an  occupancy  under  the  lease;  and  the  tenant 


'  James  v.  Patterson,  1  Swan,  309; 
B.5  Am.  Dec.  737;  JJaker  v.  Hale,  6 
Baxt.  4G. 

'  iJist.  of  Columbia  v.  Johnson,  1 
Mackey,  51;  Tewk.shiiry  v.  Magraff, 
S3  t'al.  237;  Franklin  v.  Meriiia,  35 
Cal.  558;  95  Am.  Deo.  129. 


»  Cole  V.  Maxfielcl,  13  Minn.  235. 

♦  Hall  V.  Banner,  1  Peur.  &  \V.  402; 
21  Am.  Doc.  394. 

''  Petlerick  v.  Searle,  5  Scrg.  &  R. 
23(i. 

«  Wood  V.  Chambers,  3  Rich.  150. 
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could  not  thereafter  impeach  his  landlord's  title:  Howard  v. 
Murphy,  23  Pa,  St.  173.  A  tenant  in  possession  under  a  lease 
purchased  the  premises  at  a  foreclosure  sale,  without  yielding 
up  possession  or  notifying  his  landlord.  Held,  that  the  pre- 
sumption was  that  he  purchased  to  protect  his  possession,  and 
that  the  landlord  might  redeem:  Lnusman  v.  Drnhoa,  10  Neh. 
172;  35  Am.  Rep.  468.  A  tenant's  landlord  died,  and  the  ten- 
ant, erroneously  supposing  that  plaintifl'  thus  became  the  owner 
of  the  premises,  agreed  by  parol  to  pay  rent  thereafter  to  plain- 
tiff. Held,  in  a  suit  for  the  rent,  that  the  tenant  was  not  es- 
topped to  show  that  his  promise  to  plaintiff  was  based  upon  a 
mistake,  and  that,  in  fact,  another  was  the  owner  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  entitled  to  the  rent:  Fetterson  v.  Sweet,  13  111.  App. 
255. 


§  2808.  Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Tenant  for  Years.— 
The  lessee  has  a  right  to  the  property  leased  during  the 
lease  paramount  to  any  right  of  the  lessor  or  his  creditors, 
and  in  the  enjoyment  of  this  right  they  cannot  disturb  or 
take  the  property  out  of  his  possession.^  The  landlord  has 
neither  actual  nor  constructive  possession  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  lease,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  tres- 
pass.'* He  has  no  such  interest  in  the  growing  crops  of 
his  tenant  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  an  action  against 
one  who  injures  the  crop,"  or  to  make  them  the  subject  of  a 
valid  mortgrge.*  Where  the  tenant  has  expressly  cove- 
nanted to  repair,  he  has  a  right  to  maintain  an  action 
against  a  stranger  committing  waste  for  injuries  done  to 
the  freehold,  but  such  right  of  action  does  not  accrue  in 
favor  of  a  tenant  until  he  has  paid  or  satisfied  his  landlord, 
or  repaired  the  premises.^  After  the  expiration  of  his 
lease,  and  his  removal  from  the  leased  premises,  he  has  a 
right  to  reasonable  ingress  upon  the  land,  in  order  to  re- 
move his  property.^     He  has  no  right  to  make  any  altera- 


1  Smith  V.  Niles,  20  Vt.  315;  49  Am. 
Dec.  783.  As  to  the  rights  to  emble- 
ments and  other  rights,  see  Title  Eeal 
Property. 

^  Gibbons  v.  Dillingham,  10  Ark.  9; 
50  Am.  Dec.  233;  Moody  r.  King,  74 
Me.  41)7.  But  see  Ilinton  v.  McNeil, 
6  Ohio,  509;  24  Am.  Deo.  316. 


»  Drake  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Iowa,  59. 

*  Broughton  v.  Powell,  52  Ala.  12j. 

*  California  Dry  Dock  Co.  v.  Ariii- 
Btrong,  8  Saw.  523;  17  Fed.  Rep.  21G. 

«  Daniels  v.  Brown,  34  N.  H.  454; 
69  Am.  Dec.  505.  But  a  tenant  is  not 
entitled  to  remain  in  possession  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  for  the  pur- 
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tion  in  the  demised  premises  during  the  continuance  of 
the  lease.* 

§  2809.  Tenancy  at  Will.  — An  estate  at  will  is  an  es- 
tate in  lands  terminable  at  the  will  of  the  parties.^  All 
interests  in  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  lands  for  uncertain 
and  indefinite  terms  are  leases  at  will.'  The  tenancy 
mayai'ise  by  implication,  as  well  as  by  express  words;*  aa 
where  one  enters  upon  land  by  permission  of  the  owner 
for  an  indefinite  period,  even  without  the  reservation  of 
any  rent,  he  is,  by  implication  of  law,  a  tenant  at  will.® 
The  tenancy  may  be  created  by  an  occupation  under  a 
lease  or  deed  which  is  void,®  or  under  a  contract  with  the 
owner  for  a  purchase  not  yet  completed.'  So  one  let 
into  possession  under  an  agreement  that  a  lease  shall  be 
executed,  but  in  the  mean  time  he  shall  enjoy  the  prem- 
ises on  the  terms  of  the  lease,  becomes  immediately  a 
tenant  at  will;*  or  an  occupant  of  land  under  a   parol 

♦  Jackson  v.  Bradt,  2  Caines,  169; 
Rex  V.  Fillongley,  1  Term  Rep.  458; 
Doe  V.  Cox,  11  Q.  B.  122;  Say  v.  Stod- 
dard, 27  Ohio  St.  478;  Elliott  v.  Stone, 
1  Gray,  571. 

^  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  13  R.  I.  467; 
Burns  v.  Bryant,  31  N.  Y.  453;  Sara- 
field  V.  Healy,  50  Bar)).  245;  Larned 
V.  Hudson,  60 N.  Y.  102;  Jones  v.  Shay, 
50  Cal.  508;  Wright  v.  Roberts,  52 
Wis.  161;  Ball  r.  CuUimore,  2  Cromp. 
M.  &  R.  120;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H. 
429;  75  Am.  Dec.  195. 

•*  Doe  V.  Steiinett,  2  Esp.  717;  Ezclle 
V.  Parker,  41  Miss.  520;  l)erm».  Fcarn- 
side,  1  Wils.  176;  Huysur  v.  Chase,  13 
Mich.  9S. 

'  Proprietors  etc.  v.  MoFarlaud,  12 
Mass.  325;  Jackson  r.  ililler,  7  Cow. 
747;  Jones  v.  Jones,  2  Rich.  542;  Glas- 
cock V.  Robards,  14  Mo.  350;  5.1  Am. 
Dec.  108;  Dean  v.  Comstock,  32  111. 
180;  Risely  D.  Ryle,  11  Mees.  &  W.  16; 
Manchester  r.  Doddridge,  3  lacl.  360; 
Patterson  v.  Stoddard,  47  Me.  355;  74 
Am.  Dec.  490;  Love  v.  Edmoudstuu,  1 
Ired.  152. 

f  Anderson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  El.  &  E. 
614;  Manchester  v.  Doddridge,  3  Ind. 
360;  Dunue  v.  Trustees,  39  111.  578. 


l)ose  of  removing  his  goods:  Witt  v. 
New  York,  5  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  248.  And 
a  tenant  who  is  expelled  for  the  breach 
of  a  condition  of  his  lease  caui>ot  re- 
turn and  enter  upon  the  land  for  the 
purpose  of  harvesting  the  crops  when 
ripe,  although  they  were  planted  by 
hiia  before  he  was  expelled:  Hunter  v. 
Jones,  7  Phila.  233. 

'  Kaiser  w.  New  Orleans,  17  La.  Ann. 
178. 

^  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  121. 

*  Cheever  v.  Pearson,  16  Pick.  271; 
Gould  V.  Thompson,  4  Mot.  224; 
Leavitt  v.  Leavitt.  47  N.  H.  329;  Doe 
r.  Baker,  4  Dcv.  220;  25  Am.  Dec.  706; 
Richf.  Bolton,  46  Vt.  84;  14  Am.  Rep. 
615;  Ashley  v.  Warner,  11  Gray,  43; 
Webb  V.  Seekins,  62  VVis.  26;  Doe  v. 
Richards,  4  Ind.  374.  A  letting  on 
a  verbal  agreement  of  the  occupant 
to  pay  rent  while  he  remains  in  pos- 
session constitutes  a  tenancy  at  will: 
Goodenow  v.  Allen,  68  Me.  .308.  So 
does  a  verbal  lease  of  real  estate  at  an 
annual  rent:  Withers  v,  Larrabee,  48 
Me.  570.  An  occupant  of  public  lands 
is  a  tenant  at  will  of  the  government: 
Duncan  v.  Potts,  5  Stew.  &  P.  82;  24 
Am.  Dec.  766. 
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license.*  A  tenant  at  will  has  no  estate  in  the  land,  and 
cannot  transfer  the  possession  to  another,  or  make  any 
lawful  contract  regarding  such  possession.'  Upon  the 
termination  of  his  tenancy,  ho  has  the  right  of  ingress, 
egress,  and  regress,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  his  goods  and  personal  property.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  granted  to  B  the  right  to  enter  upon  his 
land,  and  to  mine  and  remove  coal  and  other  minerals  there- 
from "during  the  continuance  of  the  agreement,"  and  to  erect 
all  needful  buildings  for  that  purpose,  paying  to  A  a  certain 
price  per  ton  for  the  minerals  taken;  and  it  was  agreed  that  B 
should  have  the  right  to  cease  mining  and  to  remove  his 
building  at  any  time.  Held,  that  B  took  an  estate  at  will, 
determinable  at  the  will  of  either  party:  Knight  v.  Indiana 
Coal  Co.,  47  Ind.  105;  17  Am.  Rep.  692.  Pending  appeal  by 
execution  defendants,  where  property  had  been  ordered  sold 
under  special  execution,  plaintifl"  suffered  them  to  remain  in 
possession.  Held,  tenants  at  will:  Munson  v.  Plummer,  59 
Iowa,  120.  B  owned  a  landing-place.  A  sent  to  B  a  verbal 
message,  asking  upon  what  terms  he  could  pile  wood  there, 
and  B  sent  word  that  he  could  do  so  for  six  cents  per  cord. 
A  therefore  began  to  pile  wood  there,  B  not  objecting.  Held, 
that  A  became  B's  tenant  at  will:  Duley  v.  Kelley,  74  %le.  556. 

§  2810.  Tenancy  at  Will — How  Determined. — A  ten- 
ancy at  will  is  determinable  at  the  pleasure  of  either 
party.*  The  tenancy  will  terminate  on  the  death  of  either 
the  lessor  or  lessee;'  or  by  the  desertion  of  the  premises 
by  the  latter;'  or  if  the  lessee  assigns  over  the  land  to 
another,'  or  commits  an  act  of  waste.®     It  is  determined 


; 


1  Allen  V.  Mansfield,  82  Mo.  688; 
Jones  V.  Shay,  50  Cal.  508;  Lamed  v. 
Hudson,  60  N.  Y.  10. 

*  Doak  V.  Domlsoii'a  Lessee,  2  Yerg. 
249;  24  Am.  Uec.  485;  Cunuinghain 
V.  Holton,  55  Me.  33. 

8  Ft.lsoni  r.  Moore,  19  Me.  252. 

*  Price  V.  Price,  2  Maiile  &  S.  464; 
9  Biug.  350;  Locke  v.  Matthews,  13 
Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  753;  Doe  v.  Richards, 
4  Ind.  374;  Knight  v.  Indiana  Coal 
etc.  Co.,  47  Ind.  105;  17  Am.  Rep. 
697.  An  abandonment  by  a  tenant  at 
will  is  to  be  considered  an  abandon- 
ment to  the  landlord  or  his  grantee: 


Warner  v.  Page,  4  Vt.  291;  24  Am. 
Dec.  607. 

*  Howard  v.  Merriam,  5  Cush.  563; 
Robie  V.  Smith,  21  Me.  114;  James  v. 
Dean,  11  Ves.  3'Jl;  Cody  ».  Quarter- 
main,  12  Ga.  400;  Rising  v.  Staniiard, 
17  Mass.  282;  Ellis  v.  Paige,  1  Pick, 
43;  Toy  v.  McKay,  70  Cal.  445. 

«  Say  V.  Stoddard,  27  Ohio  St.  478; 
Chandler  v.  Tlmrston,  10  Pick.  205. 

'  Cunningham  v,  Holton,  55  Me.  33; 
Cooper  V.  Adams,  6  Cush.  87. 

»  Daniels  v.  Pond,  21  Pick.  367;  32 
Am.  Dec.  269. 
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by  a  sale  or  alienation  of  the  property.'  So  any  act  of 
ownership  exercised  by  the  lessor  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  existence  of  the  estate  will  operate  as  a  deter- 
mination of  it.''  Any  act  done  upon  the  land  by  him  in 
assertion  of  his  title  to  the  possession  determines  the 
tenancy  at  will." 

§  2811.    Tenancies  from  Year  to  Year  Favored.  —  The 

courts  favor  tenancies  from  year  to  year,  ratiier  than  at 
will,  and  a  holding  over  by  the  tenant  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  may  become  a  tenancy  from  year  to 
year.*  And  at  the  present  time  tenancies  for  an  indefi- 
nite period  are  generally  regarded  as  tenancies  from 
year  to  year.* 

§  2812.  Tenancy  by  Sufferance. — A  tenant  at  suffer- 
ance is  one  who  holds  over  by  wrong,  after  the  deter- 
mination of  his  interest,  having  no  estate,  but  a  naked 
possession  only,  and  standing  in  no  privity  lo  the  land- 
lord.' An  estate  at  sufferai."  >  is  an  estate  created,  not  by 
the  consent,  but  by  the  laches,  of  the  owner.  It  seems  to 
follow  that,  without  laches,  on  the  part  of  the  owner  or 
landlord,  there  can  be  no  estate  at  sufferance.^  The  fol- 
lowing are  examples  of  tenancies  by  sufferance,  viz.:  A 
tenant  pur  auter  vie,  who  continues  in  possession  after 
the  death  of  the  cestui  que  vie;'  a  tenant  for  years  hold- 


»  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H.  429;  75 
Am.  Dec.  19.");  EUy  v.  Buker,  50  Me. 
3-'5;  79  Am.  Dec.  GIG. 

••'  Doirell  ?'.  Jol.nson,  17  Pick.  263; 
■\Val.luii  V.  Bodley,  14  Pet.  1G2;  Holly 
V.  Brown,  14  C'oiiti.  25.");  Curtis  n, 
(liilviii,  1  Allen,  215;  KtUy  v.  Waite, 
12  Met.  300;  Pollen  v.  Brewer,  7  Com. 
B.,N.  S.,  371. 

"  Bill  V.  CuUimore,  2  Cromp.  M.  & 
R.  120. 

*  IJoone  on  Real  Property,  124. 

Dickson  V.  Hngliis,  1  lilackf.  421; 
Ridgely  V.  Stilwell,  25  Mo.  570;  Don 
r.  Dr.ike,  14  N.  J.  L.  u'2'A;  Sttffens  v. 
Karl,  G  iiep.  402;  Bradley  v.  Covel,  4 


Cow.  350;  Garrett  v.  Clark,  5  Or.  464; 
Lesley  v.  Randolph,  4  Rawle,  12;{; 
Logan  V.  Herron,  8  Serg.  &  R.  459; 
Thomaa  v.  Wright,  9  Sorg.  &  R.  89. 

«  Whaley  v.  Wlialey,  1  Spear,  2-'5; 
40  Am.  Dec.  594;  Wilde  v.  Cuntillon, 
1  Johns.  Cas.  123;  Jackson  v.  Paik- 
hnrst,  5  Johns.  128;  Russell  v.  Faltyan, 
34  N.  H.  218;  Doe  v.  Hull,  2  Dowl.  & 
R.  38.  (See  Smith  v.  LittleKeld,  5J  N. 
Y.  539;  Bacon  v.  Bacon,  9  Conn.  334; 
Rising  ().  StannnI,  17  M.isa.  2t)2. 

'Rowan  V.  Lytle.  11  Wend.  GI7. 

*  2  Co.  Lit.  57  b.  And  see  Rowan  v. 
Lytle,  II  Wend.  G17;  Liviugatou  ». 
Tuuuer,  12  Barb.  4S4. 
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ing  over  after  the  expiration  of  his  term;*  a  tenant  at 
will  continuing  in  possession  after  the  will  is  determined 
by  the  death  of  the  lessor;*  a  person  selling  lands,  agree- 
ing to  deliver  them  up  to  the  grantee  on  a  certain  day, 
but  continuing  in  possession  after  that  day;"  a  mortgagor 
remaining  in  possession  after  a  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
premises  on  foreclosure;*  where  a  lease  for  years  is  made 
by  parol,  and  the  lessee  agrees  to  quit  within  the  terra  if 
the  demised  premises  shall  be  sold,  and  if  he  holds  over 
after  a  sale.'  A  tenancy  by  sufferance  is  determined  at 
any  time  by  the  entry  of  the  landlord,*  unless  the  stat- 
ute requires  notice  to  be  given/  So  the  tenancy  is  de- 
termined by  a  conveyance  by  the  tenant;'  or  by  the  death 
of  the  landlord.'"* 

§  2813.  Lodgings  and  Apartments  —  Rights  and  Lia- 
bilities.—  Where  a  room  or  rooms  in  a  house  or  building 
are  leased  to  a  person,  the  owner  retaining  no  control  or 
dominion  over  them,  the  former  becomes  a  tenant  of  the 
room  or  rooms.'**  And  this  is  so,  although  he  may  have 
no  exclusive  control  of  the  outer  entrance,"  or  notwith- 


'  Jackson  o,  Parkhurst,  5  Johns. 
128;  Jackson  v.  McLuod,  12  Johns. 
182;  Mollis  v.  Pool,  3  Met.  350. 

''  Co.  Lit.  67  b;  Benedict  v.  Morse, 
10  Met.  223. 

8  Wood  V.  Hyatt,  4  Johns.  312;  4 
Johns.  150. 

'  Kinsley  v.  Ames,  2  Met.  29. 

»  Hollis  V.  Pool,  3  Met.  350. 

«  Hauxhurst  v.  Lobree,  38  Cal.  563; 
Uridias  v.  Morrell,  25  Cal.  35;  Moore 
V.  Morrow,  28  Cal.  552;  Joy  v.  Mc- 
Kay, 70  Cal.  445;  Reed  v.  Reed,  48 
Me.  388;  Esty  v.  Baker,  50  Me.  325; 
7t>  Am.  Dec.  616;  Howard  v.  Carpen- 
ter, 22  Md.  10;  Kinsley  v.  Ames,  2 
Met.  2i);  Hollis  v.  Pool,  3  Met.  350; 
Jackson  v.  McLeod,  12  Johns.  182; 
Meadull  V.  Hall,  13  Bush,  231;  Jack- 
son V.  Parkhurst,  5  Johns.  128;  Rowan 
V.  Lytle,  11  Wend.  616;  Smith  v.  Lit- 
tletitjld,  51  N.  Y.  541;  Meier  w.  Thie- 
mann, 15  Mo.  App.  307;  Evans r.  Reed, 
5  Gray,  308;  Den  v.  Adams,  12  N.  J. 
L.  99;  Emerick  v.  Taverner,  9  Gratt. 


220,  58  Am.  Dec.  217;  Mason  v.  Gray, 
36  Vt.  311,  312;  Stanbury  v.  Dean, 
Brayt.  166;  Atkinson  v.  Burt,  1  Aikon, 
329;  Babcock  v.  Kennedy,  1  Vt.  457; 
18  Am.  Dec.  695;  Lyman  v.  Mower, 
6  Vt.  .345;  Stedman  v.  Gassett,  18  Vt. 
346;  Lull  v.  Matthews,  19  Vt.  322; 
Pierce  v.  Brown,  24  Vt.  165;  Hem- 
ming V.  Brett,  Har.  &  W.  3;  Wallis  v. 
Delman,  29  L.  J.  Ex.  276;  Doe  v. 
Turner,  7  Mees.  &  W.  225;  Doo 
V.  Maisey,  8  Barn.  &  C.  767;  Doe  v. 
Lawder,  1  Stark.  308. 

'  See  poM. 

8  Proctor  V.  Towes,  1 1 "  111.  38;  Mc- 
Cann  v.  Rathbone,  8  T^ 

"  Joy  V.  McKay,  '.  .  45. 

'»  Porter  v.  Mern  .4  Mass.  5.34; 
White  V.  Maynard,  1  Mass.  2"'3;  15 
Am.  Rep.  28;  Swam  n.  Mi/uer,  8 
Gray,  182;  69  Am.  Dec.  244;  \\  Ison  v. 
Martin,  1  Deaio,  602;  Gould  v.  School 
Dist.SMinn.  427. 

-'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
45. 
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standing  there  may  be  restrictions  as  to  the  use  of  the 
lirt'inises.'  But  where  one  occupies  a  room  or  ai)artmcnt 
ill  a  house  without  any  exclusive  control  over  it,  ho  is  a 
lodger,  and  not  a  tenant.*  Neither  a  lodger  nor  a  lessee 
of  apartments  has  any  interest  in  the  land,'  except  such 
as  is  necessary  for  the  enjoyment  of  apartments  rented.^ 
Yet  if  there  are  clear  terms  of  demise,  there  may  be  a 
tenancy  of  real  estate  in  one  or  more  rooms,*  The  rooms 
of  a  lodger  are  not  protected  against  a  forcible  entry  by 
an  officer;"  whereas  a  lessee  of  apartments  cannot  be 
forcibly  entered  upon,  though  the  outer  door  is  peaceably 
entered/  As  to  rent,  a  lodger  is  liable  only  upon  his  con- 
tract.* A  lodger  is  liable  for  rent  for  the  period  of  actual 
occupation,  though  compelled  to  leave  by  misconduct  of 
his  landlord."  One  who  contracts  for  board  and  rooms, 
with  deduction  for  absence,  cannot,  when  leaving  the 
rooms  entirely,  claim  the  benefit  of  the  deduction.'"  A 
contract  for  rooms  and  board  at  a  specified  price  for  each 
is  entire,  and  after  the  party  leaves  on  account  of  a  ne- 
glect to  furnish  the  board,  he  is  not  liable  for  the  rooms." 
An  engagement  of  desk-room  at  a  fixed  rent,  followed  by 


'  Porter  v.  Merrill,  124  Mass.  5.34. 

'^  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  66;  Cochrane  v.  Tuttle,  75  111. 
3G1;  Lee  D.  Gansel,  Cowp.  1;  Fludier 
V.  Lonibe,  Cas.  temp.  Hardw.  307; 
Dnl)3on  V.  Jones,  5  Man.  &  G.  112; 
Davis  V.  Wadington,  7  Man.  &  G.  85; 
Wansey  t;.  Perkins,  7  Man,  &  G.  151; 
Monks  V.  Dykes,  4  Mees.  &  VV.  567; 
Miiiith  V,  Lancaster,  L.  R.  5  Com.  P. 
'J4G;  Brown  v.  McGowan,  L.  R.  5  Com. 
P.  230;  Hartley  v.  B.anks,  5  Com.  B., 
N.  S.,  40;  Riddle  v.  Welden,  5  Wheat, 
i);  Jones  v.  Webber,  1  D.  Chip.  215; 
Theological  Inst.  v.  Barbour,  4  Gray, 
3J'J. 


45. 


♦  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 


^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 


45. 

'  Lee  V.  Gansel,  Cowp.  1. 

•  Swain  v.  Mizner,  8  Gray,  182;  69 
Am.  Dec.  244 

•*  Guar  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
46.  See  Porter  v.  Merrill,  124  Mass. 
534. 

*  Kirkman  i>.  Jervis,  7  Dowl.  Pr.  678. 
A  tenant  may  leave  an  apartment-house 
without  liability  for  future  rent,  wliere 
tiie  steam  heat  which  the  lessor  agreed 
to  furnish  is  insufficient,  the  elevator 
service  insufhcient,  and  the  flues  so 

•*  McMillan  v.  Solomon,  42  Ala.  356;    defective  that  the  apartment  is  often 
94  Am.  Dec.  6.54;    Alexander  v.  Dor-     filled  with  dense  smoke:    Lawrence  v, 
sey,  12  Ga.  12;  56  Am.  Dec.  443;  Ains-     Burrell,  17  Abb.  N.  C.  312. 
vortli  V.  Ritt,   38  Cal.  89;    Shawmut        ^*  Wetmore  v.  Jafifray,  9  Hun,  140. 
Nat.  i?  ink  v.  Boston,  118  Mass.  125;        "Wilson  v.  Martin,   1  Denio,  602. 
>Stoi;k\    Av.  Hunter,  11  Met.  448;  45    See  Shalliea  v.  Wilcox,  4    Thomp.   & 
Am.  l>ec.  220;  White w.  Maynard,  111    C.  591. 
Mass.  250;  15  Am.  Rep.  28. 
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some  acts  of  occupation,  will  create  a  liability  for  occupa- 
tion, though  no  railing  is  made  nor  sign  put  up;^  but  the 
mere  cleaning  of  rooms  by  one  who  thinks  of  renting  will 
not  constitute  a  renting,  unless  done  as  an  act  of  posses- 
sion.* A  tenant  of  rooms  may  decorate  the  outside  v;ails 
with  his  business  signs.'  There  is  no  presumption  from 
a  general  hiring  of  lodgings  or  furnished  apartments  that 
it  is  to  continue  for  a  year.*  When  the  hiring  is  for  a 
weekly  rent,  it  may  b3  determined  without  notice  at  tho 
end  of  any  week,'^  though  notice  to  quit  must  be  given  if 
agreed  upon,*  or  if  required  by  usage.' 

§  2814.  Rent  —  In  General.  — Rent  is  the  return  made 
'")y  the  tenant  for  the  land  which  he  occupies;  the  price 
or  purchase-money  for  the  ownership  of  the  term.*  The 
acceptance  of  a  lease  binds  the  recipient  to  pay  rent, 
though  he  has  not  signed  th?  instrument.'  So  one  who 
enters  on  property  with  knowledge  of  the  price  asked 
must  pay  it,  although  he  said  he  would  not.'"  But  where 
land  is  occupied  by  a  person  not  the  owner,  in  such  man- 
ner and  under  such  circumstances  that  a  contract  to  pay 
rant  cannot,  in  law,  be  implied,  rent  for  such  occupancy 
cannot  be  recovered  in  the  absence  of  an  express  contract 
to  pay  it."  A  written  acknowledgment  that  one  occupies 
land  as  the  tenant  of  another  raises  no  presumption  of 
law  tliat  he  promises  to  p^/  rent.'*  Where  there  is  a  writ- 
ten lease,  by  the  conditions  of  which  no  rent  is  due,  none 
can  be  recovered  for  tiie  occupation,  though  the  defendant 


>  Franklia  Tel.  Co.  v.  Pewtress,  43 
Conn.  107. 

^  Lewis  V.  Havens,  40  Conn.  3G7. 

*  Hiiltlwin  V.  Morpan,  4H  lliui,  355; 
Lowell  V.  Straiiiin,  145  Mass.  1. 

*  WiUoa   V.  Abbott,  4  Dovvl.  &  R. 
G04. 

"  Huffell  V.  Armistoad,  7  Car.  &.  P. 
66. 

"  Peacock  v.  RuflFan,  6  Esp.  4. 

'  llutf>;ll  V.  Armistea.l,  7  Car  &  P.  50. 

•2  Greeul.   Ctuiae,   7-;   MoUoe  v. 


Gibson,  1  B.  Mon.  105;  Fowler  r.  Bott, 
0  Mass.  07;  (Stone  v.  Patterson,  19 
Pick.  470;  31  Am.  Dec.  15ti;  Coiistaii- 
tine  P.  Waile,  1  Sweeny.  239. 

"  McFarlaiie  y.  Williams,  107  111.  33. 

'"  Tliompsou  V.  Sanborn,  52  Mich. 
141. 

"  Mitcliell  r.  Pendleton,  21  Ohio  St. 
cat;  Miildletou  V.  Middlotou,  35  N.  J. 
Eq    141. 

'^  StralTnrd  County  Savings  Bank  v. 
GcLchull,  59  N.  11.  2!iL 
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may  have  had  some  beneficial  enjoyment,  and  did  not 
give  up  the  premises,  upon  non-performance  of  the  con- 
dition by  the  lessor,  at  the  day.*  So  if  an  agreement  or 
understanding  existed  that  the  tenant  was  to  repair  in  lieu 
of  paying  rent,  no  claim  for  rent  can  be  maintained.'  So 
reiit  cannot  be  claimed  for  the  use  of  premises  occupied 
under  a  gratuitous  license.^  Rent  must  be  certain,  or 
capable  of  being  reduced  to  a  certainty.*  At  common 
law  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  issue  out  of  the  land 
or  thing  itself."  But  rent  may  be  reserved  in  a  certain 
portion  of  the  products  or  in  labor.*  So  rent  may  issuo 
not  only  from  land  and  tenements  corporeal,  but  also  from 
the  personal  property  necessary  for  their  proper  enjoy- 
ment.' Property  in  products  in  which  rent  is  made  pay- 
able does  not  pass  to  the  landlord  until  severed  and  set 
apart  for  him  or  delivered  to  him  by  the  tenant.*  If  the 
landlord  sells  the  land,  the  vendee  becomes  entitled  to 
tliat  proportion  of  the  grain  growing  at  the  time  of  the 
conveyance  which  the  landlord  would  have  been  entitled 
to  had  he  not  conveyed."  Where  a  lessee  agrees  to  pay 
forty  dollars  a  3'ear  in  specific  articles,  at  an  agreed  price, 
as  rent  for  premises,  if  he  tenders  the  articles  at  the  time 
agreed  upon,  the  lessor  is  bound  to  take  them  at  the  stipu- 
lated price;  but  if  the  lessee  fails  altogether  to  deliver  the 


'  Epping  V.  Devanny,  28  Ga.  422. 
'  Sherwin  v.  Laslier,  9  111.  App.  22V 


*  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  72. 

«  Ream  v.  Haniish,  45  Pa.  St.  376; 

'  Loague  v.  Memphis,  7  Lea,  67;  Butterfield  ».  Baker,  5  Pick.  622;  Kier 
Strickland  v.  Hudson,  55  Miss.  235.         r.  Peterson,  41  Pa.  St.  357;  Smalley  v. 

*  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  72;  Smith  r.  Corliss,  37  Vt.  486;  Buskirk  v.  Cleve- 
Tyler,  2  Hill,  648;  Cross  v.  Tome,  14  land.  41  Barb.  610;  Dockham  v.  Parker, 
M>1.  "47;  Bowzer  v.  Scott,  8  Blackf.  9  Me.  137;  23  Am,  Dec.  5-17;  Johnson 
3G;  Smith  v.  Cohon,  10  Johns.  91;  v.  Smith,  3  Peur.  &  W.  490;  24  Am. 
JDutclier  v.  Culver,  24  Minn.  548;  Dec.  339;  Lilley  v.  Fifty  Associates, 
Smith  V.  Ankrim,  13  Serg.  &  R.  39.  101  Mass.  432;  McGee  v.  Gibson,  1  B. 
Rent  is  certain  which  can  be  reduced    Mou.  105. 


to  a  certainty  by  computation:  Dutcher 
V.   Culver,   24   Minn.  584;   Brooks  i;. 


'  Vetter's  Appeal,  99  Pa.  St.  52. 
*  Dockliam  v.   Parker,   9   Me.    1.37; 


Ciiimingham,  47  Miss.   108.     A  lease  23  Am.  Dec.  547;  Chicago  etc.  R.  R. 

piDviiled  that  the  rent  to  be  paid  was  Co.  v.  Linard,  94   Ind.  319;  48  Am. 

§1, 518.84,   "subject   to  any  errors  in  Rep.  155;  Deaver  v.  Rice,  4  Dev,  &  B. 

th>i  Kguring  hereto  attached."     Held,  431;  34  Am.  Dec.  389;  In  re  Wait,  7 

not  void  for  uncertainty  as  to    the  Pick.  100;  19  Am.  Dec.  262. 

amount:  McFarlane  v.  Williams,  107  •  Jolitison  r.  Smith,  3  Penr.  &  W. 

HI.  33.  496;  24  Am.  Deo.  339. 

au 
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articles,  the  standard  of  the  damages  to  the  lessor  is  the 
forty  dollars  agreed  upon  by  them  in  the  contract.^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  agreed  to  hire  a  building,  to  be  finished 
off  and  furnished  by  the  lessor,  who  drew  the  lease,  but  who 
omitted  to  recite  this,  and  A,  not  noticing  the  omission,  signed 
the  lease,  but  refused  to  take  the  property  on  the  lessor's  re- 
fusal to  finish  and  furnish.  Held,  that  an  action  on  the  lease 
for  rent  was  not  maintainable:  Wymanv.  Sperbeck,  66  Wis.  495. 
A  lessor  of  land  engaged  to  put  thereon  sufficient  stable-room 
for  three  span  of  horses,  to  furnish  sufficient  crib  and  bin  room, 
to  break  the  prairie  sod  that  was  unbroken  on  said  land  in  sea- 
son to  be  planted  in  corn,  to  dig  a  stock-well,  and  to  have  the 
farm  fenced.  Held,  that  these  were  conditions  precedent,  to  be 
performed  before  rent  could  be  recovered:  Baird  v.  Evans,  20 
111.  29.  Rent  was  to  be  paid  in  certain  articles,  the  prices  of 
which  were  specified  in  the  lease.  Held,  that  if  the  lessee  ten- 
dered the  articles  at  the  day,  the  rent  was  paid,  notwithstanding 
the  real  value  was  much  greater  or  less  than  that  agreed  upon: 
Heywood  v.  Hey  wood,  42  Me.  229;  66  Am.  Dec.  277. 

§  2815.  When  Payable.  —  Where  the  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  rent  is  not  fixed  by  agreement  or  custom,  it  is  not 
payable  until  the  end  of  the  term.*  The  time  of  payment 
must  be  determined  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country 
where  the  premises  are  situate,  where  the  contract  is  to 
be  performed,  and  the  landlord  lives.'  Under  a  lease  for 
years  from  a  specified  day,  rent  conditioned  to  be  payable 
quarterly  on  certain  days  is  not  due  until  after  midnight 
of  such  days.*  Where  a  lease,  conditioned  to  be  forfeited 
for  non-payment  of  rent,  provides  no  place  for  payment, 
payment  must  be  demanded  by  the  landlord  of  the  tenant, 


■  Heywood  v.  Heywood,  42  Me.  229; 
66  Am.  Dec.  277. 

^  Garvey  v.  Dobyns,  8  Mo.  213; 
Ridgley  v.  Stillwell,  27  Mo.  128; 
Perry  v.  Al.lrich,  13  N.  H.  343;  38 
Am.  Dec.  493;  Gibbons  v.  Thompson, 
21  Minn.  398;  Boyd  v.  McCombs,  4 
Pa.  St.  146;  Hopkins  v.  Helmore,  8 
All.  &  E.  463;  Menough's  Appeal,  5 
Watta  &  S.  432;  Duryee  v.  Turner,  20 
Mo.  App.  34;  Dixon  v.  Nicoll^  39  III. 
372;  89  Am.  Dec.  312.     If  rent  be  pay- 


able quarterly,  nothing  is  due  until  the 
time  stipulated  for  payment  arrives; 
Fitchburg  Corp.  v.  Meivin,  15  Miss. 
268;  Wood  v.  Partridge,  11  Mass.  488. 
In  case  of  a  holding  over,  rent  is  pay- 
able at  the  same  intervals  as  uiultr 
the  original  holding:  Vegely  v.  Robin' 
son,  20  Mo.  App.  199. 

*  Calhoun  v.  Atchison,  4  Bush,  201; 
96  Am.  Dec.  299. 

♦  Ordway   v.  Remington,   12  R.   I. 
319;  34  Am.  Rep.  646. 


4594 


4595 


LANDLORD    AND   TENANT. 


§  2816 


3sor  is  the 
ict.' 

be  finished 
se,  hut  who 
sion,  signed 

lessor's  re- 
m  the  lease 
6(i  Wis.  495. 

stable-room 
id  bin  room, 

land  in  sea- 

to  have  the 
cedent,  to  be 
V.  Evans,  20 
ihe  prices  of 
le  lessee  ten- 
withstanding 
agreed  upon: 
7. 

for  the  pay- 
om,  it  is  not 
of  payment 
the  country 
ntract  is  to 
r  a  lease  for 

be  payahle 
jer  midnight 

be  forfeited 
[or  payment, 
f  the  tenant, 

Ig  is  due  until  the 

payment  arrive:;; 

lelvin,  15  Mi-^s, 

te,  11  Mass.  4S:S. 

fver,  rent  is  piy- 

Itervals  aa  umkr 

Tegely  v.  Robin- ' 

Ion,  4  Bush,  201; 

igton,   12  R.  1- 


on  the  premises,  just  before  sunset  on  the  specified  day.* 
Rent  payahle  in  advance  on  a  certain  day  may  be  paid 
at  any  time  during  that  day.^  No  demand  of  the  rent  on 
the  day  it  falls  due  is  necessary  to  entitle  the  landlord  to 
maintain  an  action  therefor.'  A  custom  to  pay  rent  in 
advance  cannot  be  applied  to  an  express  covenant  to  pay 
quarterly.*  If  the  lessee  has  paid  the  rent  of  the  term  in 
advance,  he  will  not  be  liable  to  pay  the  same  again  to  an 
assignee  of  the  reversion.®  A  lessor's  verbal  agreement 
with  his  tenant  to  change,  for  a  new  consideration,  the 
time  of  paying  the  rent,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
the  month,  is  valid.*  A  landlord  taking  the  negotiable 
note  of  his  tenant  for  rent  may  not  distrain  or  sue  for  the 
rent  until  the  maturity  and  non-payment  of  the  note.'' 
Where  rent  is  payable  in  produce,  it  is  due  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  crops  are  gathered.' 

§  2816.  Double  Rent.— By  statute  in  several  states,  a 
tenant  holding  over  without  right  is  liable  for  double 
rent.'  And  the  lease  may  stipulate  for  double  rent  if  the 
lessee  holds  over  or  breaks  its  covenants.*"  The  right  to 
double  rent  is  waived  by  a  subsequent  contract  extending 
the  tenancy;"  or  by  accepting  single  rent.'''  A  written 
proposition  to  a  tenant,  in  anticipation  of  the  end  of  his 
term,  to  charge  in  future  an  increased  rent  for  the  prem- 
ises, commits  the  tenant  to  <5uch  increase  if  he  holds  over.** 


1  Jenkins  v.  Jenkins,  63  Ind.  415; 

30  Am.  Rep.  229. 

•■'  Sherlock  r.  Thayer,  4  Mich.  355; 
66  Am.  Dec.  539;  Giles  v,  Comstock, 
4  N.  Y.  270;  53  Am.  Dec.  .374.  And 
if  the  tenant  is  evicted  on  that  day,  he 
is  not  bound  to  pay  it:  Smith  v. 
Shepard,  15  Pick.  147;  25  Am.  Dec. 
432. 

3  Clarke  v.  Charter,  128  Mass.  483. 

♦  Mitchell  V.  Weller,  1  Jur.  622. 

=■  Stone  V.  Patterson,  19  Pick.  476; 

31  Am.  Dec.  150. 

•*  Wilgus  V.  Whitehead,  89  Pa.  St. 
131. 


'  Hornbrooks  v.  Lucas,  24  W.  Va. 
493;  49  Am.  Rep.  277. 

*  Brown  v.  Adams,  35  Tex.  447; 
Lamberton  v.  Stouffer,  55  Pa.  St.  276; 
Toler  V.  Seabrook,  39  Ga.  14. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  132. 

'*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  1.32. 

"  Lodand  v.  Emory,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
297. 

'■'  Wilgus  V.  Lewis,  8  Mo.  App. 
336. 

^^  Reithman  v.  Brandenburg,  7  Col. 
480. 


;§  2817,  2818   landloud  and  tenant. 


4596 


§  2817.  Action  for  Rent — Debt  and  Covenant. — At 
common  law  an  action  of  debt  lies  for  rent  due.'  Where 
the  lease  contains  a  covenant  by  the  lessee  to  pay  the  rent, 
an  action  of  covenant  may  be  brought  thereon.''  Rent  is 
recoverable  in  equity  where  the  remedy  has  become  diffi- 
cult or  doubtful  at  law,  or  where  there  is  a  perplexity  or 
uncertainty  as  to  the  title  or  the  extent  of  the  defendant's 
responsibility.' 

§  2818.     Action  for  Rent — Use  and  Occupation.  -An 

action  of  assumpsit  for  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  land 
by  permission  of  the  plaintiff  lies  only  on  a  promise,  either 
express  or  implied,  to  pay  rent.*  It  will  lie  against  a 
lessee  by  deed  who  holds  over  after  the  expiration  of  his 
term,  or  after  notice  to  quit.'  So  an  action  for  use  and 
occupation  may  be  maintained  by  a  landlord  against  a 
tenant  who  leaves  the  premises  without  giving  due  notice 
of  his  intention  to  quit."  So  assumpsit  will  lie  for  use  and 
occui)ation  on  an  express  promise  to  pay  a  certain  rent,  or 
on  a  general  promise  to  pay  the  landlord  to  his  satisfaction.' 
To  support  this  action,  "  something  in  the  nature  of  a 
demise  must  be  shown,  or  some  evidence  given  to  establish 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant.     That  relation  can 

only  grow  out  of  contract The  contract  need  not 

be  technically  formal,  but  there  must  at  least  be  a  per- 
missive occupation  by  the  tenant.  Occupation  by  the 
tenant  with  the  assent  of  the  landlord  is  indispensable  to 


'  Duppa  V.  Mayo,  1  Saiin<l.  281.  De- 
mand is  necessary:  McMurphy  r. 
Minot,  4  N.  H.  251. 

"  2  Greeiil.  Cruise,  94. 

'  Livingston  ti.  Livingston,  4  Johns. 
Ch.  287;  8  Am.  Dec.  502. 

♦  Gunii  V.  Scovil,  4  Day,  228;  4  Am. 
Dec.  208;  Crouch  v.  Briles,  7  J.  J. 
Marsh.  255;  23  Am.  Dec.  404;  Sutton 
V.  Mandeville,  1  Munf.  407;  4  Am. 
Dec.  549;  Warner  v.  Hale,  05  III.  3i)5; 
Swasey  v.  Little,  7  Pick.  21)0;  Boston 
V.  Biuuey,  11  Jfick.  1;  22  Aui.  Dec. 


35.3;  Fitzgerald  v.  Beebe,  7  Ark.  .305; 
and  see  note  to  this  case  in  40  Airi. 
Dec,  289.  290;  Barron  v.  Mar.sh,  0.3 
N.  H.  107;  Swift  v.  Lumber  Co.,  04 
N.  H.  53. 

»  Abeel  v.  RadclifiF,  13  Johns.  297;  7 
Am.  Dec.  377;  Hogsett  v.  Ellis,  17 
Mich.  351;  Hidden  i;.  Jordan,  57  Cal. 
184. 

•^  Walker  v.  Fnrbush,  11  Cush.  30:5; 
59  Am.  Dec.  148. 

'  Eppe^  V.  Cole,  4  Ilea.  &  M.  ICl;  4 
Am.  Dec.  512i 


4596 


459- 


LANDLOKD    AND    TENANT. 


§  2818 


lant. — At 
»  Where 
yihe  rent, 
'  Rent  is 
some  (lifR- 
•plexity  or 
tfendant's 


tion.-An 

jf  the  hind 
nise,  either 

against  a 
tion  of  his 
'or  use  and 
I  against  a 

due  notice 
for  use  and 
ain  rent,  or 
atisfaction.' 

ature  of  a 

0  establish 
elation  can 

need  not 
be  a  per- 
ion   by  the 
jensable  to 

be,  7  Ark.  305; 
;a»e  in  415  Ain. 

1  I).  Marsh,  03 
iUinljer  Co.,  04 

3  Johns.  297;  7 
!tt  0.  Il.\V\^,  17 
Ionian,  57  t'al. 

11  Cash.  3G;'.; 

sa.  &  M.  ICI:  4 


the  maintenance  of  the  action."*  "Almost  any  evidence 
which  shows  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  to  exist 
between  the  parties  will  support  this  action.  It  is  not 
necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  an  express  contract 
with  the  tenant  when  he  took  possession,  or  any  particular 
reservation  of  rent,  nor  that  the  tenant  had  once  paid  rent; 
for  an  understanding  to  that  effect  will  be  implied  in  all 
caseswhereapermissiveholding  is  established. '"*  Whether 
a  promise  to  pay  rent  is  to  be  implied  from  occupation  and 
other  circumstances  is  a  question  of  fact.' 

An  action  for  use  and  occupation  will  lie  only  where 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  exists  between  the 
parties.*  Use  and  occupation  will  not  lie  against  a  tres- 
passer;' nor  where  the  possession  is  adverse;'  nor  where 
the  defendant's  entry  was  tortious;'  nor  on  a  mere  occu- 


1  Central  MiUa  Co.  v.  Hart,  124 
Muss.  1'23;  Gunn  v.  Scovil,  4  Day, 
228;  4  Am.  Dec.  208. 

^  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  055;  Gunn  v.  Scovil,  4  Day,  228; 
4  Am.  Dec.  208;  Estep  v.  Estep,  23 
Ind.  114;  Stockett  v.  Watkins,  2  Gill 
&  J.  326;  20  Am.  Dec.  438;  Crouch  v. 
Briles,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  257;  23  Am. 
Dec.  404;  La  Farge  v.  Park,  1  Edm. 
Sel.  Cas.  223;  Chambers  v.  Ross,  25 
N.  J.  L.  293;  Dickson  v.  Moffitt,  5  Col. 
114;  McNairy  v.  Paine,  9  Humph. 
533;  Grove  v.  Barclay,  100  Pa.  St.  155; 
Horton  v.  Cooley,  135  Mass.  587; 
Little  V.  Martin,  3  Weud.  219;  20  Am. 
Dec.  689. 

^  Welcome  v.  Labontee,  63  N.  H. 
124. 

*  2  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
8th  ed.,  sec.  636;  Wood  on  Landlord 
and  Tenant,  948:  Abbott's  Trial  Evi- 
dence, 351;  Aull  Sav.  Bank  v.  Aull, 
80  Mo.  201;  Hood  w.  Mathias.  21  Mo. 
308,  313;  Carpenter  v.  United  States, 
17  Wall.  489;  Boston  v.  Binney,  11 
Pick.  1;  22  Am.  Dec.  353;  Mayo  v. 
Fli!tchur,  14  Pick.  525;  Holmes  v, 
Williams,  16  Minn.  104;  OFallon  v. 
Boisiiienn,  3  Mo.  405;  20  Am.  Dec. 
GTS;  Hutton  v.  Powers,  38  Mo.  350; 
Cohen  V.  Kyler,  27  Mo.  122;  Acker- 
niau  V.  Lyman,  20  Wis.  54;  De  Pere 
Co.  V.  Ruyueu,  65  Wis.  271;  Bancroft 


V.  Wardvk'ell,  13  Johns.  490;  7  Am. 
Dec.  390;  Smith  v.  Stewart,  6  Johns. 
49;  5  Am.  Dec.  186;  Edmonson  v.  Kite, 
43  Mo.  178;  E^spy  v.  Feiiton,  5  Or.  423; 
Lankford  v.  Green,  52  Ala.  103;  Mc- 
Closkey  v.  Miller,  72  Pa.  St.  154;  Fol- 
som  V.  Carli,  6  Minn.  420;  80  Am.  Dec. 
456;  De  Young  v.  Buchanan,  10  Gill  & 
J.  149;  32  Am.  Dec.  150;  Hoflar  v. 
Dement,  5  (Jill,  132;  46  Am.  Deo.  628; 
Centre  MilU  Co.  v.  Hart,  124  Mass. 
123;  lledden  v.  Barker,  4  Harr.  (Del.) 
179;  Williams  v.  Hollis,  19  Ga.  313; 
Dudding  V.  Hill,  15  111.  61;  McNair  v. 
Schwartz,  16  111.  24;  Newby  i>.  Vestal, 
6  Ind.  412;  Scales  v.  Anderson,  26 
Miss.  94;  Brewer  v.  Craig,  18  N.  J.  L. 
214;  Stewart  v.  Fitch,  31  N.  J.  L.  17; 
Hall  V.  Southmayd,  16  Barb.  32;  Coit 
V.  Flaner,  4  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  140;  La 
Farge  v.  Park,  1  Edm.  Sel.  Cas.  223. 

*  Hurley  v.  Lamoreaux,  29  Minn. 
138;  Fallon  v.  Boismean,  3  Mo.  405;  26 
Am.  Dec.  678. 

•  Inman  v.  Morris,  63  Miss.  ,347; 
Stringfellow  v.  Curry,  76  Ala.  394;  Pres- 
ton I'.  Hawley,  101  111.  580;  Kinkcad 
V.  United  States,  18  Ct.  of  CI.  504. 

'  Name  v.  Alexander,  49  Ind.  516; 
McCloskey  v.  Miller,  72  Pa.  St.  151; 
Turner  v.  Coal  Co.,  5  Ex.  939;  Acker- 
man  V.  Lyman,  20  Wis.  454;  Hurd  v. 
Miller,  2  Hilt.  540;  Tew  r.  Jones,  13 
Mees.  &  W.  12;  Smith  v.  Houcitou,  16 
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pation  by  the  defendant,  where  no  permission  by  the 
plaintiff  nor  recognition  of  his  title  is  shown;*  nor  after 
a  recovery  in  ejectment  to  recover  rents  and  profits  ac- 
cruing after  the  date  of  the  demise  in  the  declaration;^ 
nor  where  a  party  enters  into  possession  of  premises  un- 
der an  agreement  to  purchase,  if  the  purchase  is  not  con- 
summated., through  the  fault  of  the  vendor;^  nor  when  the 
rent  reserved  is  to  be  paid  in  specific  articles,  and  the 
contract  of  lease  does  not  fix  their  value,  nor  furnish  a 
rule  by  which  it  may  be  ascertained  by  mere  calculation.* 
Where  there  is  a  lease  under  seal,  an  action  for  use  and 
occupation  will  not  lie  either  against  the  lessee  or  his 
assignee;*  nor  for  rent  accruing  under  a  written  lease, 
before  its  termination.'  Where  it  is  sought  to  hold  a 
trespasser,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  .land-owner  to 
show  that  such  person,  after  entering  upon  the  premises 
as  a  trespasser,  became  a  tenant;^  and  the  action  will 
not  lie  against  a  person  who  has  come  into  ])ossession  as 
a  purchaser  from  the  owner.* 

§  2819.  Distress.  —  At  common  law,  when  the  rent  is 
in  arrear,  the  lessor  may  enter  on  the  land,  seize  any  per- 
sonal chattels  to  be  found  there,  and  sell  them  for  the 
payment  of  the  rent  due.  This  proceeding  is  denominated 
a  distress.'  In  some  of  the  states  the  remedy  by  distress 
has  been  expressly  abolished  by  statute,*"  while  in  nearly 
all  it  has  fallen  into  disuse,  the  remedy  by  attachment 


Ala.  Ill;  Hurley  v.  Lamoreaux,  29 
Minn.  138;  Hathaway  w.  Ryan,  35  Cal. 
188;  Murdock  v.  Brooks.  38  Cal.  5i)lj; 
Holmes  V.  Williams,  16  Minn.  1G4; 
Mayo  V.  Fletcher,  4  Pick.  5'2o;  Boston 
V.  Binney,  11  Pick.  1;  22  Am.  Dec. 
353;  2  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
8th  ed.,  sec.  GSli;  Alibott's  Trial  Evi- 
dence, 3.")!. 

1  Eastman  v.  Howard,  30  Me.  58;  50 
Am.  Dec.  Oil. 

»  Butler  V.  Cowles,  4  Chic,  205;  19 
Am.  Dec.  613. 

8  Dwight  V.  Cutler,  3  Mich.  560;  64 
Am.  Dec.  105. 


*  Eastland  v.  Sparks,  22  Ala.  607: 
Oswald  c.  GodbaM,  '20  Ala.  81 1. 

^  Kinstead  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  09  N.  Y.  343; 
25  Am.  Dec.  197;  Hansen  «.  Meyer,  81 
111.  .321 ;  25  Am.  Rep.  282;  Stniley  v. 
McLauthin,  138  Mass.  .363. 

«  (ia.^'e  V.  Smith,  U  Me.  406;  Blume 
V.  McClurken,  10  Watts,  380. 

'  Dixon  1'.  Ahern,  19  Nev.  422. 

"  Bancroft  v.  Wardwell,  1 3  Johns. 
489;  7  Am.  Dee.  390. 

»  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  88. 

'"  Alaliama,  Mississippi,  New  York, 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, Utah:  1  Stimsou's  Ameriuau 
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and  the  statutory  lien  of  the  landlord  taking  its  place/ 
At  common  law  all  movable  chattels  (with  few  exceptions) 
found  upon  the  demised  premises,  whether  belonging  to 
the  tenant,  or  under-tenant,  or  a  stranger,  are  liable  to  be 
distrained.'^  But  in  the  United  States  the  courts  have 
always  been  averse  to  the  right  of  distraining  goods  not 
tlie  property  of  the  tenant,'  and  hold  that  where  the  ten- 
ant, in  the  course  of  his  business,  is  necessarily  put  in 
possession  of  the  property  of  those  with  whom  he  deals, 
or  of  those  who  employ  him,  such  property,  although  on 
the  demised  premises,  is  not  liable  to  distress  for  rent  due 
thereon  from  the  tenant.*  Thus  unfinished  cloth  at  a 
fulling-mill  is  exempt  from  distress  if  it  is  the  proper  y 
of  a  stranger;'  so  goods  deposited  in  a  warehouse  to  bo 
taken  care  of  were  held  not  liable  to  be  distrained;"  ?.o  of 
goods  deposited  with  a  pawn-broker,  although  pledged  for 
more  than  a  year;^  and  goods  held  by  an  agent  for  sale 
on  commission;*  or  a  horse  sent  to  a  livery-stable  to  be 


Statute  Law,  sec.  2031.  The  right  of 
distress  having  heen  abolished  by 
statute,  the  lamllord'a  lien  on  the  ten- 
ant's property  on  the  demised  premises 
no  longer  exists:  Ebling  v.  Uusson,  54 
N.  Y.  «up.  Ct.  377. 

1  1  Stinison's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2031.  See  Uerr  r.  Johnson,  11 
Col.  3y3. 

'■'  Gorton  t>.  Falkner,  4  Term  Rep. 
565;  Giles  v.  Ebsworth,  10  Md.  333; 
Kennedy  v,  Lange,  50  Md.  91;  Harvie 
V.  Wickham,  6  Leigh,  2.S6;  Stevens  v. 
Lodge,  7  Blackf.  594;  Karns  v.  Mc- 
Kiiuiey,  74  Pa.  St.  387;  Kleber  v. 
Ward,  88  Pa.  St.  93;  Conuah  v.  Hale, 
23  Wend.  462. 

^  McCreery  v.  Clafflin,  37  Md.  435; 
11  Am.  Kep.  542;  Youngblood  v. 
Lowry,  2  MeOord,  39;  13  Am.  Dec. 
Cl»8;  iiriggs  v.  Large,  30  Pa.  St.  287; 
Stone  V.  Alatthews,  7  Hill,  428;  Brown 
V.  Sims,  17  Serg.  &  R.  138;  and  see 
note  in  17  Am.  Dec.  458-461. 

*  Karns  v.  McKinney,  74  Pa.  St.  390. 

=  Hoskins  v.  Paul,  9  N.  J.  L.  110;  17 
Am.  Deo.  455.  See  Adams  v,  Grane,  1 
Cromp.  &  M.  380;  Brown  v.  Shevill,  2 
Ad.  &  K  138. 


6  Miles  V.  Furber,  L.  R.  8  Q.  B.  77. 
See  Brown  v.  Sims,  17  Serg.  &  R.  138. 

'  Swire  v.  Leach,  18  Com.  B.,  N.  S., 
479. 

*  Howe  Sewing  Machine  Co.  v.  Sloan, 
87  Pa.  St.  438;  30  Am.  Rep.  376;  Mc- 
Creery V.  ClalHin,  37  Md.  435;  11  Am. 
Rep.  542.  In  Howe  Macliine  Co.  v. 
Sloan,  87  Pa.  St.  438,  30  Am.  Rep. 
376,  the  court  say:  "The  rule  of  the 
conmion  law  that  the  goods  of  a  stran- 
ger on  demised  premises  are  subject  to 
the  distress  of  the  landlord  has  yielded, 
and  must  continue  to  give  way,  to  the 
growing  necessities  of  trade  and  busi- 
ness. As  Chief  Justice  Gibson  has 
said,  'There  is  little  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  exceptions  will,  in  the  end, 
eat  out  the  rule.'  It  is  not  a  subject 
upon  which  it  would  be  wise  to  draw 
refined  distinctions.  It  was  settled  in 
Brown  V.  Sims,  17  Serg.  &  R.  138,  that 
goods  on  storage  were  exempt,  thtmgh 
the  business  of  the  tenant  was  not  ex- 
clusively that  of  a  warehouseman. 
Certainly  a  man  may  safely  intrust 
his  cattle  to  a  farmer  to  agist,  who 
raises  his  own  beasts  for  the  drove  or 
the  market.     Nor  is  there  any  reason 
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fed  and  cared  for.*  The  requisites  of  a  valid  distress  are, 
that  there  shall  have  been  an  actual  demise  or  letting  of 
the  premises,  and  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
exist  between  the  parties;'  that  there  be  a  reversion  in 
the  landlord;'  that  the  rent  be  certain  or  capable  of  being 
made  certain;*  and  that  the  rent  shall  be  due;'  and  that 
there  shall  be  a  reservation  of  a  certain  rent.'  A  distress 
must  be  made  on  the  premises,'  and  for  the  purpose  of 
seizure,  the  landlord  may  open  the  outer  door  in  the 
ordinary  way,  but  he  has  no  authority  to  break  open 
forcibly  a  door  which  is  barred  or  bolted.*  Having 
entered  through  an  open  door,  he  may,  however,  break 
an  inner  door." 


§  2820.  Landlord's  Lien  — In  a  number  of  states,  stat- 
utes have  been  passed  giving  landlords  a  lien  upon  the 
tenant's  goods,  or  upon  the  crops  growing  or  grown  upon 
the  demised  premises,  to  secure  the  payment  of  rent.'" 


why  a  similar  principle  should  not  be 
ap[)lied  to  the  case  of  goods  intrusted 
to  an  agent  to  be  sold  on  commission. 
It  is  notoriously  the  usa^e  for  mer- 
chants not  holding  themselves  out  as 
commission  merchants  to  receive  and 
sell  goods  in  that  way.  In  the  par- 
ticular case  before  us,  it  would  seem 
reasonable  to  infer  that  the  products 
of  sewing-machine  companies,  the 
machines  themselves,  being  known  by 
the  name  of  the  manufactures,  are 
usually  sold  by  their  agents  on  com- 
mission. There  was  enough  to  put 
the  landlord  on  inquiry,  if  notice  was 
necessary.  The  broad  principle  which 
governs  the  case  has  been  succinctly 
and  happily  expressed  by  Mercur,  J., 
in  Karns  o.  McKinney,  74  Pa.  St.  390: 
'The  principle,'  he  says,  'covering 
these  cases  during  the  tenancy,  except 
when  the  goods  are  in  the  custody  of 
the  law,  is  this:  where  the  tenant,  in 
the  course  of  his  business,  is  necessa- 
rily put  iu  possession  of  the  property  of 
tliose  with  whom  he  deals,  or  of  those 
wiio  employ  him,  such  property,  al- 
though ou  the  demised  premises,  is  not 
liable  to  distress  for  runt  due  thereon 
fjom  the  tenant."" 


'  Youngblood  v.  Lowry,  2  McCord, 
39;  13  Am.  Dec.  698. 

*  Smith  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
188;  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
r,Gl,  563;  Hill  v.  Stocking,  6  Hill, 
277. 

"  Preece  v.  Corrie,  5  Bing.  24;  Pres- 
cott  V.  De  Forest,  16  Johns.  159;  Lich- 
tenthaler  v.  Thompson,  13  Serg.  &  R. 
157;  15  Am.  Dec.  584. 

*  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
861. 

*  Bailey  v.  Wright,  3  McCord,  484. 
And  see  note  to  Lichtenthaler  v. 
Thompson,  13  Serg.  &  R.  157,  in  15 
Am.  Dec.  584-588. 

«  Diller  v.  Roberts,  13  Serg.  &  R.  60; 
15  Am.  Dec.  578. 

'  Grace  v.  Sliively,  12  Serg.  &  R. 
217;  Cliristnian  v.  Floyd,  9  Wend. 
340;  Martin  v.  Black,  9  Paige,  641;  38 
Am.  Dec.  574. 

*  Ryan  v.  Shilcock,  15  Jur.  1200; 
Williams  v.  Spencer,  5  Johns.  352. 

*  Williams  v.  Spencer,  5  Johns. 
352. 

'"  1  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2034  et  scq.  Sue  Hailden  v. 
Knickerbocker,  70  111.  077;  1^2  Am. 
Kup.  80;  iuid  Title  Liens. 
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§  2821.  Apportionment  of  Rent.  —  Where  there  is  a  sev- 
erance of  the  reversion,  either  by  the  act  of  tlie  parlies  or 
of  the  law,  the  rent  follows,  and  is  apportioned;*  that  is, 
it  becomes  payable  to  the  several  grantees  or  assignees 
pro  rata,  according  to  the  relative  values  of  their  respect- 
ive portions.*  The  assignee  of  a  reversion  is  entitled  to 
the  rent  falling  due  after  the  assignment,  where  there  is 
no  reservation  of  the  rent,  as  rent  is  incident  to  the  rever- 
sion and  passes  with  it.'  Aj)portionment  of  rent  may  be 
made  between  the  landlord  and  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's 
sale,  and  such  lanalord  cannot  collect  rent  accruing  after 
the  sale.*  So  rent  is  apportionable  where  the  tenant  be- 
comes owner  of  part  of  the  premises  under  an  execution 
sale  against  the  lessor.*  Where  the  rent  reserved  in  a 
lease  is  a  sum  of  money  payable  annually,  if  the  lessee 
surrenders  a  part  of  the  land  to  the  lessor,  the  rent  for  the 
remainder  is  not  extinguished,  but  apportioned.*  Where 
a  tenant  for  life  leases  the  estate  for  a  term  of  years  at  a 
yearly  rent,  and  dies  before  one  of  the  rent  days,  the  rent 
cannot  be  apportioned,  and  the  tenant  may  quit  free  of 
rent  from  the  last  rent  day;  but  if  he  remains,  and  the  re- 
versioner acquiesces,  the  latter  may  recover  for  his  use  and 
occupation  from  the  lessor's  death.''  An  apportionment 
of  the  rent  by  the  landlord  to  different  j)ersons  cannot 
be  made  without  the  tenant's  consent.*     A  lessor  cannot 


1  Co.  Lit.  147  b;  2  Greenl.  Cruise, 
117;  Linton  v.  Hart,  25  Pa.  St.  193; 
64  Am.  Dec.  091.  Rent  falling  due 
before  the  death  of  the  laiidl.n-d  is  as- 
sets of  his  estate;  rent  falling  due 
after  his  death  descends  to  his  lii-irs  as 
iiutidout  to  the  reversion:  Rowan  v. 
Riley,  0  Baxt.  67. 

-  Junes  r.  Felch,  3  Bosw.  03;  Crosby 
r.  Lnop,  13  111.  625;  Colo  v.  P.ittersou, 
2.')  Wend.  450;  Newall  v.  Wright,  3 
Mass.  1:58;  3  Am.  J)cc.  98;  Reed  v. 
Ward,  22  Pa.  St.  144;  Russell  v. 
Allen,  2  Allen,  42;  Martin  v.  Martin, 
T  Ml.  308;  61  Am.  Dec.  304.  The 
apportioumeut  must  be  according  to 


value,  and  not  quantity  or  nnml)er  of 
acres:  \'an  Rensselaer  v.  Gallup,  5 
Dcnio,  4.'54. 

^ixMartm  v.  Martin,  7  Md.  308;  61 
Am.  Dec.  364;  Worthington  v.  Cole, 
50  Md.  51. 

*  Moore  v.  Turpin,  1  Spear,  32;  40 
Am.  Dec.  589. 

"Nellis  V.  Lathrop,  22  Wend.  121; 
34  Am.  Dec.  285. 

6  Eiirniau  r.  Mayer,  57  Md.  612. 

'  Hoa,i:Iand  v.  Crum,  113  111.  365; 
55  Am.  Rep.  424. 

8  Bliss  V.  Collins,  5  Barn.  &  Aid. 
870;  Ryerson  v.  Quackeubush,  20  N. 
J.  L.  254.    At  common  law,  reut  pay- 
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apportion  rent  under  a  lease  at  an  annual  rent  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  recover  rent  for  part  of  a  year,  where,  under  a 
proviso  in  the  lease,  he  terminates  the  tenancy  before  the 
end  of  a  rent  year  by  a  sale  of  the  premises,  if  the  lease  does 
not  provide  for  such  apportionment/  Rent  cannot  be  aj)- 
portioned  where  a  tenant  pur  auter  vie  leases  for  tlie  life  of 
the  cestui  que  vie,  the  rent  being  payable  annually,  and  the 
cestui  que  vie  dying  before  the  expiration  of  the  year.'^ 
"Where  real  and  personal  property  are  leased  by  a  single 
instrument  for  an  amount  in  gross,  and  the  personalty  is 
a  substantial  part  of  the  property  leased,  its  destruction 
without  the  fault  of  the  lessee,  by  lire  or  otherwise,  en- 
titles the  lessee  to  an  apportionment  of  the  rent.'*  An 
apportionment  will  be  made  at  the  instance  of  a  tenant, 
where  a  part  of  the  premises  is  taken  for  public  use;  as 
where  a  public  street  is  opened  through  the  demised 
premises.*  So  where  the  lease  was  of  a  saw-mill  and  one 
room  in  an  adjoining  factory,  and  both  were  destroyed  by 
fire,  it  was  held  that  the  tenant  was  discharged  from  rent 
for  the  room,  but  not  for  the  saw-mill.* 


§  2822.  Destruction  of  Premises.  —  At  common  law, 
the  express  promise  to  pay  rent  for  the  whole  term  is  not 
affected  by  the  destruction  of  the  premises,  before  the  end 
of  the  term,  by  fire  or  otlier  casualty,  or  their  being  taken 
possession  of  by  a  public  enemy,  unless  there  is  an  ex- 
press provision  in  the  lease  suspending  or  ending  the 
liability  in  such  case.®     A  clause  in  a  lease  excluding  the 


able  on  a  specified  day  could  not  be  ap- 
portioned as  to  a  part  of  the  time; 
Perry  v.  Aldrich,  13  N.  H.  343;  38 
Am.  Dec.  493. 

!  Zule  V.  Ziile,  24  Wend.  76;  35  Am. 
Dec.  600. 

^  Perry  v.  Aldrich,  13  N.  H.  343;  38 
Am.  Dec.  493. 

»  Whitaker  v.  Hawley,  25  Kan.  674; 
37  Am.  Rep.  277. 

*  Cuthljert  v.  Kuhn,  3  Whart.  357; 
31  Am.  Dec.  513. 


*  Womack  v.  McQuarry,  28  lad.  103; 
92  Am.  Dec.  306. 

**  Uear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  99;  Laugher  v.  Glenn,  37  Minn.  4; 
Pollard  i>.  Shauffer,  1  Dall.  210;  1  Am. 
Dec.  239;  Hallett  v.  Wylie,  3  Joims. 
44;  3  Am.  Dec.  457;  Linn  v.  Ross,  10 
Oliio,  412;  .S6  Am.  Dec.  95.  Or  by  the 
building  falling  down:  Davis  v.  Smith, 
15  Mo.  467.  The  liability  of  a  lessee 
to  pay  rent  subsists,  notwithstanding 
the  leasehold  has   been  appropriated 
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liability  of  the  tenant  to  restore  the  house  in  case  of  fire 
does  not  relieve  him  from  paying  rent  in  case  of  destruc- 
tion by  fire.*  In  the  absence  of  an  express  stipulation  to 
tlie  contrary,  a  lessee  cannot  claim  &  pro  rata  return  of  the 
rent  paid  in  advance,  on  account  of  a  partial  destruction 
by  fire,  during  the  term,  of  the  leased  buildings.''  But  in 
several  states  the  hard  rule  of  the  common  law  has  been 
altered  by  statute.*  This  rule  has  been  so  modified  by 
statute  in  New  York  as  to  give  the  tenant  the  option  of 
surrendering  possession  of  premises  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  declaring  his  lease  at  an  end.  He  continues  answer- 
able under  his  lease,  however,  until  he  exercises  his  option 
and  effects  a  full  and  absolute  surrender  of  the  premises. 
If  the  landlord  rebuilds  premises  after  their  destruction 
by  fire,  the  tenant  has  the  right  to  enter  upon  the  prem- 
ises and  hold  them,  including  the  new  structures,  to  the 
end  of  the  term.  But  the  landlord  has  no  right  to  enter 
upon  leased  premises  injured  by  fire,  for  the  purpose  of 
rebuilding,  without  the  assent  of  the  tenant,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  covenant  to  rebuild.*  In  a  recent  case  it  is 
held  that  where  there  is  a  substantial  destruction  of  the 
subject-matter,  out  of  which  rent  is  reserved,  in  a  lease 
for  years,  by  an  act  of  God,  or  of  public  enemies,  the 
tenant  may  elect  to  rescind,  and  on  surrendering  all 
benefit  thereunder,  shall  be  discharged  from  the  payment 
of  rent.  If  the  tenant  be  deprived  of  the  beneficial  en- 
joyment of  the  leased  premises  according  to  the  intent  of 


for  a  street:  Foote  v.  City  of  Cincin- 
nati, 11  Oliio,  408;  38  Am.  Dec.  737. 
Oil  a  lease  of  lauds,  with  the  right  of 
quarrying  stone,  the  destruction  of  a 
liniu-kilii  on  the  lauds  does  not  relieve 
from  liability  to  pay  rent,  altliough 
the  kiln  was  the  principal  inducement 
and  tlie  principal  source  of  profits: 
Warren  v.  Wagner,  75  Ala.  188;  51 
Am.  Hep.  446. 

'  Beach  v.  Parish,  4  Cal.  339. 

'' Chamberlaiu  v.  Godfrey,  50  Ala. 
630. 


*  1  Stinisons  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  20()2.  The  New  Jersey 
statute  providing  that  if  buildings  on 
leased  premised  are  burned,  without 
the  fault  of  the  lessee,  the  rent  stops 
until  the  lessor  repairs,  wan  held  not  to 
protect  a  lessee  who  maintains  a  lire 
in  a  baru  in  a  stove,  the  pipe  of  which 
passes  through  the  barn-roof:  Dorr  v. 
Harkness,  49  N.  J.  L.  571;  60  Am. 
Kep.  O.IO. 

*  Smith  V.  Kerr,  108  N.  Y.  31;  2 
Am.  iSt.  Hep.  3G2. 
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the  lease,  that  is  a  destruction  of  thosuLject-in.'itter  of  the 
leuso  within  tiio  meaning  of  those  terms  as  heroin  used, 
whether  there  he  a  pliysical  destruction  of  the  premises 
or  not.  To  complete  the  defense,  the  tenant  must  show 
that  he  rescinded  the  contract  hy  a  surrender,  or  offer  to 
surrender,  of  all  benefit  therein  which  remained  to  liim.' 
Where  it  is  stipulated  in  a  lease  that  if  the  property 
should  be  burned  down  the  rent  should  cease,  the  hap- 
pening of  the  contingency  determines  the  lease,  and  the 
lessor  will  be  entitled  to  possession.''  On  the  lease  of  a 
building  merely,  or  of  apartments  therein,  their  destruc- 
tion will  wholly  end  the  lease.'  A  condition  in  a  lease 
which  exonerates  the  lessees  from  payment  of  rent  in 
case  a  building  becomes  untenantable  by  fire  applies 
only  to  the  entire  building,  and  not  a  portion  thereof.* 
So  partial  injury  of  a  building  by  fire,  so  as  to  render 
part  of  it  uninhabitable  until  repaired,  does  not  author- 
ize the  tenant  to  terminate  a  lease  thereof  which  provides 
"that  if  the  premises  shall  be  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
payment  of  rent  and  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
shall  cease  at  the  election  of  either  party."'  A  provision 
that  in  the  event  of  the  destruction  of  the  premises, 
and  their  being  rendered  uninhabitable,  an  abatement 
of  rent  shall  be  allowed,  entitles  the  tenant  to  recover 
back  a  proportionate  part  of  the  rent  paid  in  advance." 


'  Coogan  V.  Parker,  2  S.  C.  255;  16 
Am.  Rep.  6."i9. 

^  Buschinau  v.  Wilson,  29  Mil.  55.3. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  47;  Winton  v.  Cornish,  5  Oliio, 
477;  McMillan  v.  Solomon,  42  Ala. 
',)7)6;  Kerr  v.  Merchants'  Exchange,  .S 
Edw.  Ch.  316;  Graves  v.  Burdan,  215 
N.  Y.  4'J8;  29  Barb.  109;  Harrington 
V.  Watson,  11  Or.  UIJ;  50  Am.  Ruit. 
4()-5;  Alexander  v.  Doraey,  12  Ga.  12; 
50  Am.  Doe.  44.*^.  And  in  case  the 
lessor  rebiiil.Is  the  house,  the  lessee  is 
not  entitled  to  it  for  the  remainder  of 
his  term,  although  he  has  paid  the 
rent  in  advance  for  his  full  term: 
Stuckwell  V.  Hunter,  11  Met.  448;  45 


Am.  Dec,  220.  A  re-entry  by  the 
owner  of  the  building  for  the  purpf)se 
of  rebuilding  is  no  eviction  of  such 
lessee  so  as  to  defeat  an  action  for 
rent:  Alexander  v.  Dorsey,  12  Ga.  12; 
50  Am.  Dec.  443. 

*  Kip  V.  Merwin,  34  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct. 
531 ;  52  N.  Y.  542. 

6  Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  Dec.  65;  Vanderpool  v.  Smith,  '2 
l^aly,  135;  Conn.  Ins.  Co.  v.  United 
States,  21  Ct.  of  CI.  195. 

«Rich  V.  Smith,  121  Mass.  32S. 
And  see  Cary  v.  Whiting,  118  Mass. 
363.  But  the  tenant  cannot  recover 
rent  subsequently  paid  even  under  pro- 
test: Regau  V.  Baldwin,  126  Mass.  485. 
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But  under  such  a  provision  the  lessee  is  not  entitled 
to  an  abatement  of  rent,  in  case  of  injury  to  the  prom- 
ises resulting  from  the  neglect  of  the  hmdlord  to  repair 
adjoining  tenements,  nor  without  proving  that  the 
premises  were  so  rendered  unfit  for  use  or  liabitation.' 
And  the  provision  is  waived  by  the  tenant  if  ho  con- 
tinues in  possession  after  the  fire,  using  the  remaining 
buildings  for  the  purpose  contempUitod  by  the  lease;  nor 
is  it  necessary  that  the  lessor,  before  he  can  claim  that 
such  stipulation  has  been  waived,  should  have  demanded 
the  surrender  of  the  premises.'  But  the  fact  that  the 
toniint  or  a  subtenant  continues  to  occupy  a  portion  of 
the  premises  after  a  fire  is  not  of  itself  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  premises  are  tenantable.  Evidence  of 
the  circumstances  which  induced  the  tenant  to  remain  is 
proper.*  Where  the  lease  binds  the  lessee  to  insure  the 
personalty  in  a  specified  amount  for  the  benefit  of  the 
lessor,  and  he  fulfills  this  covenant,  the  lessee  is  relieved 
by  destruction  of  all  the  leased  property  by  fire  from  the 
subsequent  payment  of  any  rent,  although  he  has  cove- 
nanted to  keep  the  premises  in  repair.*  Where  on  a  re- 
lease of  the  premises  the  lessor  engages,  by  parol,  to  insert 
in  the  lease  a  provision  that  the  rent  should  cease  if  the 
promises  were  casually  burned,  which  provision  is  inad- 
vertently omitted,  an  injunction  will  lie  on  behalf  of  the 
lessee  to  restrain  the  lessor  from  proceeding  at  law  to 
recover  the  rent  subsequent  to  the  burning  of  the  prem- 
ises.' 

A  tenant  is  not  liable,  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
agreement,  for  the  accidental  destruction  by  fire  of  the 
buildings  occupied.'  A  tenant  of  part  of  a  building,  the 
other  part  of  which  is  occupied  by  his  landlord,  and  in 

MVellesv.  Castles,  3  Gray,  323.  »  Gates  v.  Green.  4  raijre,  3.")5;  27 

'('luiiihurlaiuw.  Goilfiey.  i)OAla.530.  Am.    Doc.   08;    Wood  t>.   iiubboU,    10 

»  Kip  /..  Murwin,  52  N.  Y.  512.  N.  Y.  470. 

MViiit.i'xcr    It.     H.ivvley,    25    Kau.         "  Waiuicott    V.     Silvera,    13    lad. 

m-,  37  Am.  llep.  277.  497. 
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both  parts  of  wliich  there  are  chattels  of  the  landlord,  is 
liable  for  the  accidental  destruction  of  the  landlord's  part 
and  its  contents  by  fire  caused  by  his  negligence  in  heat- 
ing his  own  part;  but  he  is  not  liable  for  the  destruction 
of  his  own  part,  unless  he  was  recklessly  negligent;  and 
as  to  the  landlord's  chattels  in  his  own  part,  it  depends 
upon  the  nature  of  the  bailment.^ 

Illustrations. — There  was  a  condition  in  a  lease  of  land 
and  a  hotel-building  to  use  the  same  for  hotel  purposes.  Held, 
broken  by  a  failure  to  rebuild  after  a  fire  within  the  term:  Allen 
V.  Hmve,  105  Mass.  241.  A  mill  and  premises  were  leased,  and 
the  lessee  covenanted  to  leave  it  in  repair,  and  the  mill,  during 
the  lease,  is  carried  off  by  ice.  Held,  that  the  lessee  was  bound 
to  pay  the  rent  and  to  perform  the  covenants,  including  the 
covenant  to  repair:  Ross  v.  Overton,  3  Call,  309;  2  Am.  Dec. 
552.  The  lessee  of  a  room  in  a  block  covenanted  to  keep  the 
premises  in  good  repair,  but  if  the  premises  were  destroyed,  the 
lease  was  to  become  void.  A  building  was  thereafter  erected 
on  an  adjoining  lot  by  third  persons,  whereby  the  demised 
premises  were  to  a  great  extent  cut  off  from  light  and  ventila- 
tion, and  rendered  damp  and  unhealthy,  but  were  capable  of 
being  made  tenantable  by  repairs.  Held,  that  the  lessee  was 
not  authorized  to  abandon  the  lease  and  refuse  payment  of 
rent,  either  under  the  contract,  or  under  a  statute  providing  that 
where  leased  buildings  shall  be  destroyed  or  be  so  injured  by 
the  elements,  or  any  other  cause,  as  to  be  unfit  for  occupancy, 
the  liability  for  rent  shall  cease:  Hillard  v.  Coal  Co.,  41  Ohio 
St.  662;  52  Am.  Rerj.  99. 

§2823.  Conditions  in  Leases — In  General.  —  Condi- 
tions are  qualifications  annexed  to  the  estate  of  the  lessee, 
whereby  it  may  be  defeated  or  avoided.^  A  lessor  may 
annex  any  condition  he  pleases  at  the  time  of  the  grant, 
provided  it  is  not  illegal,  unreasonable,  or  against  public 
policy.'  But  a  reservation,  exception,  or  condition  in  a 
lease,  repugnant  to  the  estate  previously  described  in  the 
granting  or  habendum  clause  of  the  instrument,  is  void.* 
To  create  a  good  ccidition  upon  which  a  term  granted  by 

'  Lothrop  V.  Thayer,  138  Mass.  400;  '  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  102. 
62  Am.  Rep.  286.  *  Pynchon  v.  Stearus,  11    Met.  312; 

'^  liooue  ou  Real  rroperty,  sec.  102.     45  Am.  Dec.  211, 


i 


460G 


4607 


LANDLORD   AND   TENANT. 


§  2824 


[idlord,  is 
Drd's  part 
e  ill  heat- 
jstructiou 
gent;  and 
t  depends 

Lse  of  land 
ses.     Held, 
;erm:  Allen 
leased,  and 
nill,  during 
was  bound 
3iuding  the 
2  Am.  Dec. 
to  keep  the 
stroyed,  the 
iter  erected 
,he  demised 
and  ventila- 
e  capable  of 
e  lessee  was 
payment  of 
Qviding  that 
injured  by 
occupancy, 
41  Ohio 


^ 


.  —  Condi- 

the  lessee, 

llessor  may 

the  grant, 

inst  public 

llition  in  a 

bed  in  the 

lit,  is  void.* 

[granted  by 

Lerty,  sec.  102. 
11    Met.  312; 


a  lease  shall  end  before  it  expires  by  lapse  of  time,  a  right 
to  re-enter  on  breach  must  be  expressly  reserved.'  In 
the  absence  of  an  express  stipulation  that  the  lessor  may 
re-enter  for  breach  of  a  mere  covenant,  his  only  remedy 
therefor  is  an  action  for  damages.  Otherwise  as  to  a 
breach  of  condition.*  Whether  particular  words  in  a 
lease  amount  to  a  condition  or  a  covenant  is  a  matter  of 
construction.'^  A  lessor  may  generally  waive  the  condi- 
tions of  a  written  lease  without  any  consideration  there- 
for.* Conditions  against  underletting  or  assigning  the 
demised  premises  without  the  lessor's  consent  are  inserted 
solely  for  his  benefit,  and  can  only  be  taken  advantage  of, 
if  broken,  by  him  or  his  assigns.* 

§  2824.  Covenants  in  Leases  —  In  General  —  Implied 
Covenants. —  A  covenant  is  an  agreement  under  seal  to 
do  or  not  to  do  a  certain  thing."  No  particular  form  of 
words  is  required.'  Covenants  in  leases  are  either  ex- 
press or  implied.®  Implied  covenants  are  such  as  arise 
by  construction  from  the  use  of  certain  words  or  forms  of 
expression.  The  covenan  usually  implied  on  the  part 
of  the  grantor  are,  that  lie  has  a  title,  and  therefore  a 
right  to  make  a  lease;®  that,  in  consideration  of  the  rent 
to  be  paid  him,  the  lessee  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  the 
possession  by  the  lessor,  or  those  cTaimii;;  under  him, 
during  the  term  of  the  lease;*"  that  the  premises  shall  be 


'  Vanatta  v.  Brewer,  32  N.  J.  Eq. 
268. 
•■'  Johnson  V.  Giirley,  52  Tex.  222. 
'  La'igloy  V.  Rdss,  55  Mich.  103. 

*  Hteveiia  v.  Taylor,  58  Iowa,  064. 

*  Shumway  D.   Collins,  6  (iray,  227. 

*  Sampson  v.  Eusterhy,  6  Bing.  644; 
Randall  v.  Lynch,  12  East,  182. 

'  (icar  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
82.  And  see  ante,  Contracts  —  Con- 
tracts under  Seal. 

•■  On  a  lease  by  a  guardian  there  are 
no  iinplicd  covenants:  Webster  v. 
Conley,  46  III.  13;  92  Am.  Dec.  2.34. 

'  Sticoter  V.  Streeter,  43  III.  155; 
Gazzulo  V.  Chambers,  73  III.  75;  Ber- 


rington  v.  Casey,  78  III.  317;  Signiund 
V.  Howard  Bank  of  Baltimore,  29  Md. 
324;  Hamilton  f.  Wriyht,  28  Mo.  199; 
Crouch  V.  Fowle,  9  N.  H.  219;  32  Am. 
Dec.  350;  Grannis  v.  Clark,  8  Cow. 
30;  Barney  v.  Keith,  4  Wend.  502; 
Tone  I'.  Brace,  11  Paige,  566;  affirming 
Clarke,  503.  And  see  Mavor  etc.  of 
N.  Y.  V.  Mabie,  13  N.  Y.  151;  04  Am. 
Dec.  538;  Coddington  v.  Dunham,  35 
N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  412;  People  v.  Gedney, 
10  Hun,  151. 

'*  Abrams  v.  Watson,  59  Ala.  524; 
Pickett  V.  Ferguson,  45  Ark.  177;  55 
Am.  Rep.  545;  Field  v.  Herrick,  10 
III.   App.   591;   Streeter   v.    Streeter, 
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open  to  the  entry  of  the  lessee.*  On  the  part  of  the  lessee, 
the  covenants  implied  are,  to  pay  rent,  to  take  proper  cai'j 
of  the  property',  and  not  commit  waste;^  to  make  neces- 
sary repairs,  ordinary  wear  and  tear  and  accidental  in- 
juries accepted.'  There  is  no  implied  covenant  in  a  leuso 
of  a  huikling  for  a  particular  use  that  it  is  suitable  for 
that  use,  or  that  it  is  safe  and  well  built;*  nor  in  a  lease 
of  a  dwelling,  that  it  is  fit  for  habitation;*  nor  that  the 
landlord  will  repair,^  or  keep  the  premises  in  a  tenantable 
condition;^  nor  that  the  lessor  may  re-enter  for  a  disor- 
derly use  of  the  premises;*  nor  that  the  lessor  warrants 
against  the  acts  of  strangers."  When  ex})ress  covenants 
are  made,  the  law  will  imply  none  upon  the  same  sub- 
ject;'" but  an   implied  covenant  may  be  qualified  by  an 

43  111.  155;  Berriii<;toii  ?■.  Casey,  78  III.  But  the  implied  covenant  does  not  l»iud 

:U7;    Avory   v.    Douiiherty,    102   Ind.  tlie  lessor  to  put  the  lessee  in  posyes- 

44H;  b'2  Aim.  lli^p.  GSO;  Dexter  r.  Man-  sioii:  Gazzolo  v.  Chambers,  73  ill.  75. 
Ky,  4  Cusii.    14;  Bauyhor  r.  Wilkins,         -  Nave  y.  Berry,  22  Ala.  382;  Hughes 

Hi  .\ld.  35;  77  Am.  Dec.  279;  Sigmuud  v.  Valentine,  24  Mo.  App.  C37;  Walker 

V.  Howard  Bank  of  Baltimore,  29  Md.  v.  Tucker,  70  111.  527. 


324;  Crouch  r-.  Fowle,  9  N.  H.  210; 
32  Am.  Dec.  350;  Tone  v.  Brace,  II 
Paige,  50(1;  Vann  v.  Rouse,  94  N.  Y. 
401;  LyiK'h  v.  Onondaga  Salt  Co,  04 
Barb.  658;  Mack  v.  Patchiii,  42  N.  Y. 
107;  1  Am.  Iv-p.  500;  aihrming  29 
How.  Pr.  -JO:  McCleary  v.  Edwards,  27 
Birb.  2:i9;  Boreel  v.  Lawton,  90  N.  Y. 
293;  43  Am.  Rep.  1/0;  Coddinutou  v. 
Dunham,  35  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  412;  Peo- 
ple V.  Gcdncy,  10  Uun,  151;  Ttiuo  v. 
Brace,  8  Paige,  597;  Mayor  v.  Mabie, 
13  N.  Y.  151;  (54  Am.  Dec.  53S;  Ver- 
nam  v.  Su.ith.  15  N.  Y.  327;  Burr  v. 
Stcntoii,  43  N.  Y.  402;  Holder  v.  Tay- 
lor, Hob.  12  a;  Ludwcll  /'.  Newman, 
G  Icrm  Rep.  4.'i8;  Adams  v.  Giluicy,  0 
Bing.    050;    I'dstou   v.   Jones,    2   Ircd. 


5  Walker  v.  Tucker,  70  111.  527; 
Hughes  r.  Valentine,  24  Mo.  App.  037; 
United  States  v.  Bostwick,  94  U.  S.  53. 

•  Lil)bey  r.  Toltord,  48  Me.  310;  77 
Am.  Dec.  227;  Jatfe  r  Harteau,  50 
N.  Y.  398;  15  Am.  Rep.  438.  An.l 
see  Clark  v.  Babcock,  23  Mich.  104; 
Edwarils  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Hun,  035. 

"  Foster  v.  Peyser,  9  Cush.  242;  57 
Am.  Dec.  43.  A  lease  of  an  unfinished 
building  implies  that  it  shall  be  Hnishcd 
lit  for  use:  Lafargo  v.  Maustield,  31 
Barb.  345. 

«  See  j/o.s«,  §  2828  a. 

'Id. 

^  Miller  v.  Foreman,  37  N.  J.  L.  55. 

»  See  post,  i  2827. 

10  Hiird  r.  Smith.  5  Col.  233;  Macder 


Eq.   350;  38  Am.   Dec.  0S3;   Edwanls    r.  Carondelet,  20  Mo.  1 12;  Vanderkurr 


V.  Perkins,  7  Or.  149;  Maulc  r.  Ash- 
mead,  20  Pa.  St.  482;  Ross  v.  Dysart, 
33  Pa.  St.  4.")2;  El  Ired  v.  Leahy,  31 
\Vi.i.  54();  Owens  v.  Wight,  5  Mc- 
C'rary,  042;  Brookhaven  ,«.  Baggot, 
CI  .Miss.  38.3. 

'  King  I'.  Reynolds,  07  Ala.  229;  42 
Am.    Hep.    157;  Bcrrington   v.   Casey, 
7.S  HI.  317;   IJethell  ;-.  BedicU,  54  1^.  ' 
42S;   H'M'izberg  ?'.  Beiseidia ;';,  04  Tex. 
1202;  Knapp  v.  Marlboro,  29  Vt.  2«2. 


%i,  Vanderkarr,  II  Johns.  122;  Lyncli 
V.  Onondaga  Salt  Co.,  04  Barl).  5.")S; 
Burr  V.  Slenton,  43  N.  Y.  402;  T.;oker 
V.  (irotenke:n))er,  1  Cin.  Re[).  88; 
O'Connor  n.  Mempliis,  7  Lea,  21;>;  Por- 
ter V.  Drew,  L.  R.  5  C.  P.  D.  14;i; 
Messent  v.  Reynolds,  3  Com.  B.  Hit; 
Merrill  v.  Frame,  4  Taunt.  329;  Lino 
?•.  SceplieiHon.  4  Bing.  N.  C.  (i7S; 
Nuke's  Case,  4  Coke,  80  b;  Webb  v. 
Piuniiiier,  2  Baru.  &  Aid.  750. 
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express  covenant,*  and  may  subsist,  if  not  contradictory 
to  the  express  covenaiu.^  Equity  will  never  imply  a  cove- 
nant in  restraint  of  a  beneficial  use  of  property.^ 

§  2825.  What  Covenants  Run  with  Land.  —  Covenants 
are  also  either  real  or  personal.  Ileal  covenants  are  such  as 
run  with  the  land,  and  the  performance  or  non-performance 
of  which  affect  the  value,  nature,  or  quality  of  the  prem- 
ises. Such  covenants  are  binding  upon  the  assignee  by 
privity  of  estate.'*  Personal  covenants  are  such  as  have 
no  relation  to  the  land;  they  are  mere  personal  obliga- 
tions, and  are  binding  upon  the  person  making  them 
alone.*  A  covenant  for  the  benefit  of  an  estate  runs  with 
tlie  land,  and  extends  to  the  assignee,  though  not  named; 
l  i'>e  assignee,  though  not  named,  is  liable  for  the  pcr- 
fo'-mance  of  every  duty  issuing  out  of  or  directly  relating 
to  the  land."  A  covenant  relating  wholly  to  matters  col- 
iiiteril  to  the  land  demised  is  personal,  and  cannot  be 
made  0  bind  assigns,  +hough  named.'  But  if  a  collateral 
covenant  affecting  premises  not  demised  requires  some- 
thing to  be  done  or  omitted  which  respects  the  premises 

be  considered  as  running  with  the 
land,  or  merely  a  personal  or  coUatiiral 
cove  lant,  ia  not  alfected  by  a  statute 
giving  to  the  assignee  of  a  lease  the 
same  remedy  which  U'ssee  might  have 
had  against  lessor:  Norman  v.  Wells, 
17  Wend.  136. 

'Howard  Co.  v.  Water  Lot  Co.,  53 
Ga.  689;  Jones  v.  Smith,  14  Ohio,  6(0; 
Poage  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Mo.  A; -p. 
199. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
84. 

'  Gibson  V.  Holden,  115  111.  199;  56 
Am.  Rep.  146;  Conover  v.  Smith,  17 
N.  J.  Eq.  51;  86  Am.  Dec.  247.  A 
covenant  in  a  lease  of  a  lot  in  a  town 
by  the  owner  of  the  latter  thr.t  tlie 
lessee  shall  have  the  exclusive  right  to 
keep  a  store  in  the  tcnvn  for  a  period 
of  ten  years  is  not  binding  up;>!>  per- 
sons leasing  other  lots  in  the  same 
town  from  such  owner,  altiiough  tliey 
have  notice  thereuf:  Taylor  t\  Owen, 
2  Blackf.  301;  20  Am,  Uwc.  115. 


1  Kent  V.  Welch,  7  Johns.  258;  5 
A">.  Deo.  206;  Sumner  v.  Williams,  8 
Mass.  201;  5  Atn.  Dec.  83;  Merrill  v. 
Fivune,  4  Taunt.  329;  Crouch  v.  Fowle, 
y  N.  H.  219;  .32  Am.  Dec.  350. 

Ulates  V.  ("aldwell,  7  Mass.  68; 
Cliristine  v.  Whitehill,  16  Serg.  &  R. 
;t8;  Morris  v.  Harris,  9  Gill,  19;  Mut- 
ton r.  Warren,  1  Mees.  &  W.  466. 

•*  Brugmau  v.  Noyes,  6  Wis.  1. 

•Lillian  V.  Naglee,  9  Cal.  602;  70 
Am.  Dec.  678;  Roche r.  UUnian,  104  lU. 
11;  Sclieidt  V.  Belz,  4  111.  App.  431; 
Wlieeler  v.  Schad,  7  Nev.  204;  Nesbit 
V.  Nesbit,  1  Lam.  &  N.  324;  Camp  v. 
Seott,  47  Conn.  306;  Allen  v.  Wooley, 
1  Blackf.  148;  Hurd  v.  Curtis,  19  Pick. 
4.VJ;  Plymouth  v.  Carver,  10  Pick.  183; 
Taylor  r.  Owen,  2  Blackf.  .301 ;  20  Am. 
Deo.  115;  Demarest  t\  Willard,  8  Cow. 
200;  Tallman  v.  Coffinan,  4  N.  Y.  134; 
CoUiiuhia  College  v.  Lynch,  47  How. 
Tr.  273;  Jones's  Adm'x  v.  >Smith,  14 
Ohio,  000;  Wooliscroft  v.  Norton,  15 
Wis.  198.     Whether  a  covenant  is  to 
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demised,  it  runs  with  the  land.^  Covenants  relating  to  a 
thing  not  in  esse,  to  be  done  upon  the  hind,  bind  the  as- 
signee if  named,  otherwise  not.^  Hence  it  has  been  hekl 
that  a  covenant  to  pay  for  improvements  does  not  run 
with  the  hind  if  the  assigns  are  not  named.'  Generally, 
all  implied  covenants  run  with  tlie  land.  As  an  assignee 
of  a  lease  is  bound  by  the  covenant  running  with  the  land, 
he  is  also  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  as  are  beneficial 
to  him;  such  as  to  renew,  to  repair,  for  quiet  enjoyment, 
and  for  further  assurance.* 

A  covenant  to  pay  taxes  and  assessments  runs  with  the 
land,*  and  l^inds  the  assignees  of  the  terra.®  So  does  a 
covenant  to  insure;^  to  reside  on  the  premises;*  to  repair, 
or  to  deliver  up  in  good  condition;^  for  quiet  enjoyment;'" 
to  pay  rent;"  to  improve  or  build;"''  not  to  assign  or  under- 
let;*'  for  further  assurance;**  for  quiet  enjoyment;'*   in 


'  Poage  r.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Mo.  App. 
199. 

«  Hansen  v.  Meyer,  81  111.  321;  25 
Am.  Rep.  282;  Talinan  v.  Coffin,  4  N. 
Y.  134;  Coffin  v.  Talman,  8  N.  Y.  4()u; 
Thompson  v.  Rose,  8  Cow,  266.  See 
Giffd  V.  Gile,  7  Mo.  76;  Grey  v.  Cuth- 
bertson,  4  Doug.  351;  Spencer's  Case, 
5  Coke,  16;  Doughty  v.  Bowman,  11 
Q.  B.  444;  Greenaway  ?>.  Hart,  14 
Com.  B.  340;  Bailey  v.  Wells,  3  Wils. 
27,  28;  Thomas  v.  Haywarel,  L.  R.  4  Ex. 
311;  Mayor  v.  Pattison,  10  East,  135. 

•*  Gardner  v.  Watson,  18  111.  App. 
386;  Hansen  i-.  Meyer,  81  111.  321;  25 
Am.  Rep.  282;  Thompson  v.  Rose,  8 
Cow.  266;  Coffin  v.  Talman,  8  N.  Y. 
465;  Bream  v.  Dickenson,  2  Humph. 
126;  Cronin  v.  Watkius,  1  Teun.  Ch. 
125;  Grey  v.  Cuthbertson,  4  Doug. 
351.  Contra,  Conover  v.  Smith,  17  N. 
J.  Eq.  52;  86  Am.  Dec.  247. 

♦  Wheeler  v.  Earle,  5  Cush.  31:  51 
Am.  Dec.  41. 

^  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  260. 

^  Post  V.  Kearney,  1  Sand.  105;  2 
N.  Y.  394;  51  Am.  Rep.  303;  Astor  v. 
Miller,  2  Paige,  68;  State  v.  Martin, 
14  Lea,  92;  52  Am.  Rep.  167. 

'  Doe  V.  Peck,  1  Baru.  &  Adol. 
428. 


*  Doe  V.  Lockwor.rl,  8  East,  185; 
Tatem  v.  Chaplin,  2  H.  Black.  133. 

"  Dean  of  Windsor's  Case,  5  Rep.  24; 
Demarest  v.  Willard,  8  Cow.  206;  Pol- 
lard V.  Shaffer,  1  Dall.  210;  1  Am. 
Rep.  239;  Allen  v.  Culver,  3  Denio, 
284;  Shelby  v.  Hearne,  5  Yers,'.  512. 

'•  Markland  v.  Crump,  1  Dev.  &  B. 
94;  Sheltou  v.  Codman.  3  Cush.  3 IS. 

"Graves  v.  Porter,  11  Barb,  uifj; 
Jacques  v.  Short,  20  Barb.  269;  Hu'st 
V.  Rodney,  1  Wash.  C.  C.  375;  1  low- 
land V.  Coffin,  12  Pick.  125.  .St, 
.Noonan  v.  Orton,  4  Wis.  342:  Hunt 
V.  Dauforth,  2  Curt.  592- 

'^  Harris  v.  Go.slin,  3  Harr.  (Del.) 
383;  Thomas  v.  Vonkapff.  6  Gill  &  .1. 
372;  Gamhart  v.  Finney,  40  Mo.  4 1!»; 
Conover  v.  Smith,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  51;  Ni 
Am.  Dec.  247. 

'^  Brolaskey  v.  Hood,  6  Phila.  193. 

"  Bennett  o.  Waller,  23  111.  97;  Roe 
V.  Haley,  12  East,  464;  Middlemore  c 
Goodliall,  Cro.  Car.  oO'.i;  Kinuilmi  v. 
Nottle,  4  Maule  &  S.  53;  King  v. 
Jone.s,  5  Tauut.  418.  , 

'^  Dearing  v.  Hall,  2  Stew.  &  P.  24;i;  I 
Scheidt  ?-.  iieiz,  4  111.  App.  431;  Hiath 
V.  VVhidden,  24  Me.  3S3;  Shell  en  r. 
Codm.m,  3  Cush.  31S:  Hamill.ii  r. 
Wright,  28  Mo.  199;  Carter  v.  Ulu- 
niaa,  23  N.   J.    L.    260;    Suydam  i; 
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respect  to  the  manner  of  use  or  occupation  of  the  premi.scs;* 
for  a  renewal  of  the  k>a.^e;^  to  pay  for  iniprovemonts;''  to  give 
an  option  to  purchase;'*  to  share  ?a  excess  of  profits  from 
assigning  or  subletting;^  to  supply  water  for  a  house;"  to 
maintain  a  fence;'  to  give  a  right  of  passage;*  to  prosecute 
milling  with  diligence;^  to  surrender  the  premises  at  the 
cud  of  the  term  in  good  repair/"  or  with  improvements 
thereon;"  to  remove  all  rubbish  and  spalls;'^  that  rent 
shall  be  a  lien  upon  crops  or  improvements  of  the  lessee;" 
to  grind  grain  toll  free;'"*  a  surety's  guaranty  of  rent;''  to 


Jone.s,  10  Wend.  180;  25  Am.  Dec. 
.m2;  Hunt  V.  Amidon,  4  Hill,  345;  40 
Am.  Dec.  283;  1  Sinitli's  Leail.  Ca.s., 
4tli  ed.,  46;  Martin  v.  Baker,  5  Blackf. 
232;  Markland  v.  Crump,  1  Dev.  &  B. 
y4;  27  Am.  Dec.  230;  Lewis  v.  Camp- 
hell,  8  Tauut.  715;  3  Moo.  35,  51; 
Campl)ell  r.  Lewis,  3  Barn.  &  Aid. 
39-';  Noke  v.  Awder,  Cro.  Eliz.  373, 
431). 

'  McDaniel  v.  Callam,  75  Ala.  327* 
Callam  v.  McDauiul,  72  Ala.  96; 
Wheeler  v.  Earle,  5  Cusli.  31;  51  Am. 
Dec.  41;  Barron  v.  lliehards,  3  Edw. 
Ch.  96;  De  Forest  v.  Bryne,  1  Hilt. 
4.'?;  St.  Andrew's  Ch.  App.,  67  Pa.  St. 
512;  Hooper  v.  Clark,  8  Best  &  S.  150; 
Tatem  v.  Chaplin,  2  H.  Black.  133; 
Cocksonw.  Cock,  Cro.  Jac.  125;  M;iyor 
V.  Pattison,  10  East,  130;  Wilkinson 
V.  Rogers,  2  De  Gex,  J.  &  S.  62;  Ner- 
val V.  Pascoe,  10  Jur.,  N.  S.,  792. 

•■'  Robinson  v.  Perry,  21  Ga.  183;  68 
Am.  i)pc.  455;  Sutherland  v.  Good- 
iiow,  108  111.  528;  48  Am.  Rep.  56; 
Mossy  V.  Mead,  2  La.  161;  Leppla  v. 
Maekey,  31  Minn.  75;  Blackmore  v. 
Buardiiian,  28  Mo.  420;  Biggot  v.  Ma- 
sou,  1  Paige,  412;  Wilkinson  v.  Pettit, 
47  Barb.  2.'}0;  Barclay  v.  Steamship 
Co.,  0  I'hila.  558;  Noonan  v.  Orton,  4 
Wis.  335.  Or  to  procure  a  renewal: 
»Sini[isou  V.  Clayton,  4  Bing.  N.  C. 
758. 

'  Frederick  v.  Callahan,  40  Iowa, 
311;  Stockettt'.  Howard,  34  Md.  121; 
Flagu  r.  Dow,  99  Mass.  18;  Couover 
r.  Smith,  17  N.J.  Eq.  52;  86  Am. 
Dec.  247;  Lametti  v.  Anderson,  6  Cow. 
3U2;  AudiTson  v.  Ammonott,  9  Lea,  1; 
Ecke  r.  Futzer,  65  Wis.  55;  Hunt  v, 
Daiilorth,  2  Curt.  592;  Mansell  v.  Nor- 


ton, L.  R.  22  Ch.  Div.  769;  Gorton  v. 
(In.'t^ory,  3  Hest  &  S.  90,  99. 

'  L:iffan  r.  Na-lee,  9  Cal.  662;  70 
Am.  Dec.  t)78;  Rol)in3on  v.  Perry,  21 
Ga.  183;  68  Am.  Dec.  455;  Maughlin 
V.  Perry,  35  Md.  352;  Kerr  v.  Day,  14 
Pa.  St.  112;  53  Am.  Dec.  526;  Napier 
V.  Darlington,  70  Pa.  St.  64;  Corson 
V.  Mulvauy,  49  Pa.  St.  88;  88  Am. 
Dec.  485;  Hagar  v.  Buck,  44  Vt.  285; 
8  Am.  Rep.  368;  Willard  v.  Taylor,  8 
Wall.  557.  But  see  Elder  v.  Robin- 
son, 19  Pa.  St.  364;  Winton's  Appeal, 
111  Pa.  St.  387. 

*  Constantine  v.  Wa!;c,  1  Sweeny, 
239. 

^  Jourdain  v.  Wilson,  i  Barn.  &  Aid. 
266. 

'  Bronson  v.  Coffin,  108  Mass.  175; 
11   Am.  Rep.  33u;  unSy  v.  R.  R.  Co., 

2  Hilt.  496;  Kellogg  v.  Robinson,  6 
Vt.  276;  27  Am.  Dec.  550. 

»  West  V.  T.  Co.  V.  0.  R.  P.  L.  Co., 
22  W.  Va.  600;  Cole's  Case,  1  Salk. 
196;  Bush  V.  Calis,  1  Show.  380. 

»  Bradford  Oil  Co.  v.  Blair,  113  Pa. 
St.  83;  57  Am.  Rep.  442. 

">  Hayes  v.  N.  Y.  G.  M.  Co.,  2  Col. 
273;  Scheldt  v.  Belz,  4  111.  App.  431; 
Shelby  v.  Hcarne,  6  Yerg.  512;  Mar- 
tyn  r.  Clue,  18  Q.  B.  661;  Demarest 
V.  Willard,  8  Cow.  206;  Myers  v. 
Burns,  33  Barb.  401;   Harris  v.  Goslin, 

3  Harr.  (Del.)  340;  Payne  v.  Haine,  16 
Mees.  &  W.  541. 

"  Coburn  V.  Goodall,  72  Cal.  498. 

''■*  Coppinger  v.  Armstrong,  5  III. 
App.  (537. 

'*  Doty  V.  Heth,  52  Miss.  530;  Web- 
ster r.  Nichols,  104  111.  KiO. 

•*  Dunbar  i'.  Jumper,  2  Ycates,  74. 

i»  Allen  V.  Culver,  3  Denio,  284. 
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sell  the  fixtures  of  the  tenant;'  not  to  erect  any  building 
in  front  of  the  demised  premises;''  not  to  sell  or  dispose 
of  any  wood  or  timber  off  and  from  the  demised  premises, 
without  permission  in  writing  from  the  landlord;'  or  to 
plant  a  certain  number  of  trees  on  the  demised  premises, 
and  to  replace  those  which  decay  or  are  destroyed,  so  as 
always  to  preserve  the  given  number  during  the  term.* 

But  it  has  been  held  that  the  following  covenants  do 
not  run  with  the  Ian  ^  viz.:  A  stipulation  that  if  premises 
are  offered  for  sale,  ti.  e  lessee  shall  have  the  option  of  pur- 
chasing on  as  favorable  terms  as  they  shall  be  offered  to 
any  other  person;'  a  covenant  to  pay  part  of  the  cost  of 
a  party-wall;*  not  to  darken  the  windows  of  hotel  prop- 
erty;' not  to  permit  a  mill  to  be  erected  on  other  prem- 
ises;* to  erect  cattle-guards; °  to  appoint  an  arbitrator;'* 
to  pay  a  debt  not  in  the  nature  of  rent;"  a  covenant 
against  encumbrances;"  to  give  a  right  to  draw  water;" 
to  pass  toll  free;"  not  to  increase  rent,  or  not  to  give  no- 
tice to  quit;'"  to  s'""rrender  chattels  included  in  the  lease;'" 
to  pay  the  price  received  from  products  of  a  farm  until 
rent  is  thereby  paid;"  to  pay  the  tenant  part  of  oil  pro- 
duced during  the  term,  in  consideration  of  a  surrender  of 
the  lease.'*  Where  a  written  lease  does  not  in  terms  bind 
the  lessor's  assigns,  the  lessee  cannot  maintain  an  action 
against  a  grantee  of  the  premises  from  the  lessor  for 
breach  of  a  coven;ant  on  the  part  of  the  lessor  to  put  iu 

•  Hayes  v.   New  York  etc.  Co.,   2        '"■'  Kellotrg  v.    Malin,    62    Mo.  420; 
Col.  273.  Wooabuni   r.    Reii.sliaw,   82  Mo.    l'J7; 

^  Trustees  v.  Coweii,  4  Paige,  510;     C.irter  v.    Dtiiih am,  2.S  N.  J.    L.  'iUJ; 
"         '  Heath  v.  Uhuldeii,  24  Me.  383. 

'•^  W'lieejiuok    V.    Tliayer,    10    Pick. 
G8. 

'*  Morse  V.  Garner,  1  Strob.  514;  47 
Am.  Dec   .'iOo. 

'•'  U..l»;rtd  V.  Tregaski?.   38   L.   T., 
N.  S.,  17(i. 

'"  All  1)    V.    Culvor,    3    Denlo,    2S4; 
Spencers  (^a-^e,  o  Coke,  16. 

"  liarber  v.  Marble,  2  Tlionip.  &  C. 
114. 

"*  Gear  ou  Laudlord  and  Teuuut,  sec. 
84. 


27  Am.  Dec.  80. 

"  Verplaiick    v.  Wright,    23  Wen.l. 
606;  Clarke?;.  Cummings,  5  Harb.  339. 

*  Hlcecker  '.  Smith,    13  \\\'iu\.  530. 

*  Killer  V.  L.)liin.s()n,  ID  Pa.  St.  361. 
'  (jlear  ou  LiUidlurd  and  Tenant,  sec. 

84. 

'  Thnrston  v.  Mnrkie.  32  M.l.  487. 

*  llaisha  v.  Kei.i.  4.')  N.  V.  415. 

*  look  V.  11.  K.  Co.,  36  Wis.  45. 
'"  (ii-ey  r.  Cuthliertson,  4  Dong.  .■!51. 
"  Dolpii   /..  White,     \\1   N.    V'.    -JJJ; 

Ma.iua  y.  r.,L)gers,  109  Pa,.  St.  319. 
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fixtures.*  A  covenant  by  a  lessor  to  pay  for  any  improve- 
ments, if  there  should  be  any  left  on  the  land  by  the 
lessee  at  the  termination  of  the  lease,  there  being  no  cove- 
nant by  the  lessee  to  make  improvements,  is  not  a  cove- 
nant running  with  the  land,  but  personal  merely,  and 
does  not  bind  the  assignee  of  the  reversion.'' 

§  2826.  "Usual"  or  "Ordinary"  Covenants  in  Leases 
— What  Covenants  not  Implied.  — The  usual  covenants  to 
be  found  in  a  lease  for  any  term  of  years  at  the  present 
day  are  these:  On  the  part  of  the  lessor, —  covenants  for 
quiet  enjoyment,  against  encumbrances,  for  further  as- 
surance, to  repair,  to  renew  the  lease,  and  to  pay  taxes 
and  assessments;^  on  the  part  of  the  lessee  the  usual 
covenants  are, — to  pay  rent,  to  repair,  to  pay  taxes  and 
assessments,  and  insure,  not  to  assign,  to  reside  on  the 
premises,  to  build  after  a  certain  pattern,  not  to  use  the 
premises  for  certain  purposes,  for  particular  modes  of 
cultivation,  and  to  redeliver  fixtures.*  A  parol  agree- 
ment to  execute  a  lease  for  one  year  at  a  stated  rental, 
payable  in  monthly  installments,  is  not  broken  by  a 
refusal  to  execute  a  lease  which  imposes  terms  and  con- 
ditions not  imposed  by  the  law,  and  of  which  no  men- 
tion was  made  in  the  agreement.®  An  agreement  that  the 
"usual  covenants"  shall  be  inserted  in  a  lease  does  not  in- 
clude a  covenant  not  to  assign;*  nor  that  the  lessee  shall 
personally  occupy  the  premises,  or  will  not  cultivate  the 
land  by  agents  or  servants.' 

§  2827.     The  Lessor's  Covenants— Covenant  for  Quiet 
Enjoyment.  —  The  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  is  im- 

'  Hansen  v.   Meyer,  81   111.  321;  25  *  Hayden  v.   Lucas,    18   Mo.    App. 

Am.  Kep.  2S2.  325. 

^BieaiiiD.  Dickenson,  2 Humph.  126.  "  Buckland  i;.  rajiillon,  L.  R.  1  Eq. 

^  1  .Scliouler  on  Pcroonal  i'lopeity,  477;  Haniji.sliire  v.  Wickens,  ;^8  L.  T., 

Bee.  2'J.  N.  S.,  40S. 

'  1  Sohouler  on  reraoual  Property,  '  Clank  v.  Clark,  49  Cal.  5SG. 
sec.  2y, 
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plicJ  in  every  lease;'  and  if  it  is  broken,  the  landlorc 
must  indemnify  the  tenant  against  losses  resulting  fron 
the  breach.'  It  implies  that  the  demised  premises  shal 
be  open  to  entry  by  the  lessee  at  the  time  fixed  foi 
taking  possession,'  and  that  the  lessee  shall  have  the  fre< 
and  peaceable  enjoyment  of  the  premises  during  th( 
term,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  make  use  thereof  for  th( 
purposes  for  which  they  are  intended,  without  any  inter 
ruption  or  disturbance  by  the  lessor,*  But  it  is  no 
broken  until  eviction,  herein  differing  from  a  covenan 
of  seisin.*  So  it  is  broken  if  the  lessee  is  preventec 
from  entering  by  a  person  who  had  title  at  the  date  o 
the  lease.*  The  erection  by  authority  of  the  lessor  of  j 
wall  upon  land  under  the  eaves  of  a  leased  building  is  i 
breach  of  the  covenant.'  A  recovery  in  an  action  o 
trespass  brought  by  a  prior  lessee  against  a  subsequen 
lessee  of  the  same  land  is  a  sufficient  eviction  to  consti 
tute  a  breach  of  the  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  con 
tained  in  the  subsequent  lease,  although  the  action  wa 
not  commenced  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  prio 


^  1  Schonler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  30;  Mack  v.  Patciiin,  42  N.  Y. 
167;  1  Am.  Rep.  506;  Baiiglier  v.  Wil- 
kius,  16  Md.  35;  77  Am.  Dec.  271); 
Boreel  v.  Lawton,  90  N.  Y.  293;  43 
Am.  Rep.  170;  Fields.  Herrick,  10 111. 
App.  519.  An  express  covenant  iu  a 
lease  to  aid  the  lessee  in  keeping  pos- 
session of  the  premises  excludes  the 
implied  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment: 
O'Connors.  Memphis,  7  Lea,  218. 

^  See  cases  in  List  note.  In  case  of 
entry  upon  the  demised  premises  by 
the  lessor  during  the  term,  the  lessee's 
remedy  is  at  law  for  breach  of  cove- 
nant, not  in  equity  for  an  accoiint- 
insjt:  Owens  v.  Wight,  IS  Fed.  Kep. 
8(J5;  5  McCrary,  CA'^.  "Demise,"  in  a 
lease  for  years,  implies  a  covenant  of 
power  in  the  lessor  to  give  the  lease: 
Grannis  v.  Clark,  8  Cow.  36;  Sumner 
V.  Williams,  8  Mass.  201.  "Grant," 
in  a  lease  for  years,  is  a  warranty  of 
the  lessor's  title:  Grannis  v.  Clark,  8 


Cow.  36.  The  word  "lease"  implie 
a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment:  Maul 
V.  Ashmea<l,  20  Pa.  St.  482.  Aliter  i 
a  lease  for  life:  Black  v.  Gilmore, 
Leigh,  446;  33  Am.  Dec.  253.  A  cov 
euant  that  the  lessee  shall  hold  an( 
occupy  the  demised  premises  for 
certain  time  amounts  to  a  genera 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment  durin 
the  term:  Ellis  v.  Welch,  6  Mass.  24G 
4  Am.  Dec.  122. 

8  King  V.  Reynolds,  67  Ala.  229;  4'. 
Am.  Rep.  157. 

*  Dexter  v.  Maidey,  4  Cush.  14. 

*  Hayes  v.  FerL'uson,  15  Lea,  1; 
Am.  Rep.  .398;  Real  v.  Hollister, 
Neb.  112;  Anderson  v.  Buchanan, 
Neb.  272. 

«  Stott  V.  Rutherford,  92  U.  S.  107 
Grannis  v.  Clark,  8  Cow.  36;  (Jardnc 
V.  Ketellas,  3  Hill,  330;  38  Am.  IK 
637. 

'  Sherman  v.  Williams,  113   Alass 
481;  18  Am.  Rep.  522. 
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lease.'     But  the  covenant,  whether  exprcssscd  or  implied, 
only  means  that  the  tenant  shall  not  be  evicted  or  dis- 
turbed by  good  title  in  the  possession  of  the  demised 
premises,  or  some  part  thereof;  it  does  not  mean  that  the 
tenant  shall  bo  guaranteed  from  all  molestation  or  dam- 
age from  the  wrongful  acts  of  strangers  having  no  right 
or  title  to  the  demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof;*  or, 
for  example,  the  removal  of  a  party-wall  by  an  adjoining 
owner."     And  a  mere  fugitive  trespass  by  a  landlord  on 
the  leased  property  does  not  constitute  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment;*    nor    the  location   of   a 
public  way  over  the  land.*     The  express  covenant  for 
quiet  enjoyment  continues  to  the  end  of  the  term,*  and 
is  not  discharged  by  the  acceptance  of  a  renewed  lease 
taken  in  pursuance  of  a  covenant  to  renew;'  but  the  im- 
plied covenant  ceases  with  the  estate  of  the  lessor,  though 
the  term  be  not  expired.*     It  does  not  cover  injuries  oc- 
curring before  the  demise.'     A  grantee  cannot  sue  his 
grantor   upon    his    covenants    for    quiet    enjoyment   on 
account  of  the  eviction  of  his  lessee,  until  he  has  first 
satisfied   the  lessee   upon   his  own  covenant.'"     Where  a 
lease  contains  an  express  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment, 
no  further  or  other  covenant  in  respect  to  enjoyment 
will  be  implied.'* 


'  McAlcster  ?•.  Landers,  70  Cal.  79. 

niooie  i:  Wiber,  71  Pa.  St.  429;  10 
Am.  Iti'i).  70S;  Baugher  v.  Wilkins,  16 
Mil.  35;  77  Am.  l)ec.  279;  Gardner  v. 
Kc'teltas,  3  Hill,  330;  38  Am.  Dec.  (J37; 
Siu'gct  r.  Arighi,  11  Smedes  &  M.  87; 
4'.IAni.  Dee.  4();  Abrains  ?i.  Watson,  59 
Ala.  521;  Siiodgrass  o.  Reynolds,  79 
Ala.  452;  King  v.  Reynolds,  ()7  Ala. 
221);  42  Atii.  Rep.  107;  Gazzolo  v. 
Cliamliers,  73  111.  75;  Sigmund  v. 
lit.wai'il  Bank  of  lialtimore,  29  Md. 
M2+;  Trull  V.  (;rall^e^,  8  N.  Y.  115; 
iMcId  V.  Herrick,  14  111.  App.  181; 
Kiinhall  V.  Grand  Lodge,  131  Mass. 
5'J 

'  Barns  v.  Wilson,  116  Pa.  St.  303. 

'  Avery  v.  Dougherty,  102  Ind.  443. 
Bi'iauso  a  lesser  a^jpreliends  a  hren-h 
01  the  coveiiiut  for  quiet  eiijoyineut 


he  cannot  withhold  rent  due:  Pickett 
V.  B'erguson,  45  Ark.  177;  55  Am.  Rep. 
545. 

'  Ellis  V.  Welch,  6  Mass.  24G;  4  Am. 
Dec.  122. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
92. 

'  Lord  V.  Vreeland,  15  Abb.  Pr.  122. 

*  Adams  v.  Gibney,  6  Bing.  (556.  If 
a  landlord  leases  premises,  agreeing 
to  deliver  possession  on  a  certain  day, 
his  covenant  does  not  extend  beyond 
the  day.  If,  after  the  day,  a  trespasser 
withholds  possession,  the  landlord  is 
not  liable:  Ilertzberg  u.  Beisenbach,  04 
Tex.  2()2. 

"  Anderson  v.  Oppenheimer,  L.  R.  5 
Q.  B.  602. 

'9  Baxter  v.  Ryerss,  13  Barb.  267. 

"  Burr  V.  Stenton,  43  N.  Y.  462. 
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Illustrations.  —  Aloase  onibracod  a  building  built  of  wood, 
the  sides  being  only  lathed  and  plastered.  Alongside  of  it  was 
a  brick  building,  built  entirely  on  another  lot,  owned  by  an- 
other person.  Tlio  owner  of  the  brick  building  removed  it, 
leaving  the  wooden  building  unprotected  from  the  weather  on 
that  side,  in  consequence  of  which  the  lessee's  goods  and  stock 
in  trade  were  injured.  Hel(},  that  the  tenant  had  no  right  of 
action  against  the  landlord  for  permitting  the  brick  building 
to  be  torn  down:  Moore  v.  Weher,  71  Pa.  St.  429;  10  Am.  Hep. 
708.  An  undivided  half  of  leased  land  was  sold  during  the 
term  under  a  judgment  prior  to  the  lease.  Held,  that  the 
lessee  could  recover  from  his  lessor,  under  the  covenant  of 
quiet  enjoyment,  so  much  of  the  rent,  as  he  was  obliged  to  pay 
to  the  purchaser:  Kane  v.  Mink,  64  Iowa,  84.  A  lease  con- 
tained a  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment,  was  for  a  term  of  thret; 
years,  with  the  privilege  of  two  more,  if  the  lessor  did  not 
dispose  of  the  demised  premises  before  the  expiration  of  the 
three  years,  and  the  lessor  not  having  sold  the  premises  at  the 
end  of  the  three  years,  the  lessee  elected  to  keep  them  for  two 
years  more.  Held,  that  the  covenant  took  effect  for  the  full 
term  of  five  years:  LevUzky  v.  Canning,  33  Cal.  299.  Tiie 
lessor  permitted  rooms  irbove  those  occupied  by  the  lessee  as  a 
lawyer's  office  to  be  used  for  the  business  of  printing,  which 
disturbed  the  lessee  and  compelled  him  sometimes  to  leave  his 
office,  and  broke  the  ceilings,  and  damaged  his  furniture  and 
books  by  leakage,  but  he  did  not  surrender  possession.  Held, 
that  he  could  not  set  off  the  damage  against  the  rent:  Boreel  v. 
Lawto..,  90  N.  Y.  293;  43  Am.  Rep.  170. 

§2828.  Covenant  to  Repair.  —  No  covenant  on  the 
part  of  a  landlord  to  repair  the  demised  premises  is  im- 
plied in  a  lease;^  nor  to  rebuild  in  case  of  their  destruc- 

'  Brewster  v.  De  Fremery,  33  Cal. 
.341;  Estep  v.  Estep,  2;)  Ind.  114; 
Fowleri).  Bott,  6Mass.  03;  Sherwood?). 
SuainaiJ,  2  Bosw.  127;  Post  v.  Vetter,  2 
E.  D.  Smith,  248;  McCarty  v.  Ely,  4 
E.  D.  Smith,  375;  City  Council  v. 
Moorheail,  2  Rich.  430;  Brown  l-.  Bur- 
riiigton,  SG  Vt.  40;  Kramer  v.  Cook, 
7  (iray,  553;  Clancy  v.  Byrne,  50  N. 
Y.  120;  15  Am.  Rep.  391;  McAlpin  d. 
Powell,  70  N.  Y.  126;  20  Am.  Rep. 
555;  Morse  v.  Muddix,  17  Mo.  509; 
Cowell  V.  Lumley,  .S9  Cal.  Jol;  2  Am. 
Hep.  430;  Mumford  v.  Brown,  C  Cow. 
475;  10  Am.  Dec.  440;  Krueger  v. 
I'eiTant,  29  Minn.  385;  43  Am.  Rep. 
223;  Weiusteiue  v.  Harrisou,  00  Tex. 


546;  Rogan  v.  Dockery,  23  Mo.  App. 
313;  Hughes  v.  Vanstone,  24  Mo.  App. 
637.  It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for 
rent  that  the  leased  premises  had  hu- 
come  dilapidated  and  unsafe,  in  the 
absence  of  an  express  undertaking  on 
the  part  of  the  landlord  to  keep  tlieiii 
in  repair:  Biirnes  v.  Fuch.s,  28  Mo. 
App.  279.  But  see  West  Side  Bank 
V.  Nowton,  57  How.  Pr.  152.  But 
legislation  in  some  of  the  states  has 
altered  "the  old  and  harsh  rule  as  to 
require  the  landlord  to  keep  his  prem- 
ises in  repair  or  lose  his  tenant ":  1 
Scliouler  on  Personal  Property,  sec. 
30.  Thus  in  California,  the  lesiuir  of  a 
building  intended  for  the  oecupatiou 
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tion  by  fire.'  If  the  landlord,  after  tlio  Icnso  is  ontprcd 
into,  promises  to  mnko  them,  the  promise  is  without  coii- 
siderntion,  and  will  not  support  an  action.'  Where  the 
terms  of  a  lease  nre  in  writing,  it  cannot  bo  shown  by 
parol  that  the  landlord,  at  the  time  of  executing  it,  prom- 
ised to  repair.^  Voluntary  repairs  by  a  landlord  raise  no 
presumption  of  a  contract  to  repair.*  A  covenant  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  repairs  is  not  acovenant  to  make  repairs.' 
A  covenant  to  "make  all  necessary  repairs  "  binds  the 
landlord  to  restore  the  premises  to  their  original  condi- 
tion for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  leased.®  And 
where  no  time  is  specified  when  such  repairs  shall  be 
made,  the  law  will  presume  that  they  are  to  be  made  in  a 
reasonable  time.^  The  landlord  is  only  required  to  exor- 
cise reasonable  diligence  in  ascertaining  what  repairs  are 
necessary,  and  in  making  such  repairs  as  due  inspection 
would  show  to  be  proper.  He  does  not  by  his  contract 
guarantee  that  the  premises  will  never  in  fact  be  out  of 
repair.*  The  lessor  is  entitled  to  notice  that  the  building 
is  out  of  repair,  unless  it  appears  that  he  knew  it.'     So 


of  human  beings  must,  in  the  ahaence 
of  an  agreement  to  the  contrary,  put 
it  into  a  comlition  lit  for  sucli  occu- 
pation, and  repair  all  subsequent  di- 
lapidations thereof  which  render  it 
uiitunautalde,  except  such  as  are 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  ten- 
ant. If,  within  a  rea.sonable  time  after 
notice  to  the  lessor  of  dilapidations 
whicii  he  ought  to  repair,  he  neglects 
to  do  so,  the  lessee  may  repair  the 
same  himself,  wliere  the  costs  of  .such 
repairs  do  nor  require  an  expenditure 
greater  than  one  month's  rent  of  the 
premises,  and  doduct  the  expenses  of 
sucli  repairs  from  the  rent,  or  the 
Itis.see  may  vacate  the  premises,  in 
which  case  he  sliall  be  discharged  from 
fiirtliur  payment  of  rent,  or  perform- 
ance of  other  conditions:  Cal.  Civ. 
Code,  sees.  l'J42,  11)4:}.  So  in  Geor- 
gia: Lewis  V.  Chi.sliolm,  08  Ga.  40. 
J5\it  this  statute  does  not  extend  to 
patent  defects  known  alike  to  l)oth 
parties  at  the  time  when  tlie  premises 


are  oflfered  for  rent:  Driver  v.  Max- 
well, 50  Ga.   11. 

'  Cowell  V.  Lumley,  89  Cal.  151;  2 
Am.  Rep.  430;  Sudth  v.  Kerr,  108  N.  Y. 
31;  2  Am.  St.  Hep.  3(52. 

^  Libboy  V.  Toltord,  48  Me.  310;  97 
Am.  Dec.  229;  Gottsbergcr  v.  Ilad- 
way,  2  Hdt,  342;  Eblin  v.  Milkr,  78 
Ky.  371.  }3ut  see  Oettinger  v.  Levy, 
4  PI  D.  Smith,  2SS. 

"Clevesw.  VVdlougld)V,  7  Hill,  83. 

♦  Moore  v.  Weber,  71  Pa.  St.  429. 

^  Lomis  V.  Ruetter,  9  Watts,  510. 

«  Ward  V.  Kelsey,  38  N.  Y.  80;  97 
Am.  Dec.  773;  Bissell  r.  Lloyd,  100 
111.  214;  Myers  v.  Burns,  3.3  liaib.  401 ; 
35  N.  Y.  209.  A  landlord's  covenant 
to  repair  is  a  continuing  covenant, 
liable  to  successive  breaches,  for  each 
of  which,  as  they  occur,  tenant  may 
sue:  Block  I).  Elmer,  54  Ind.  544. 

'  Lunu  V.  Gage,  37  111.  19;  87  Am. 
Dec.  233. 

"  Frank  v.  Conradi,  50  N.  .1.  L.  23. 

'  Thomas  v.  Kingslaud,  12  Daly,  315. 
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wlien  certain  repairs  are  agreed  to  be  done  "during  the 
tenancy,"  no  certain  time  being  indicated,  a  notice  to 
l)erforni  from  the  tenant  is  requisite  to  put  the  landlord 
in  default/  But  a  lessee  may  maintain  an  action  on  a 
covenant  of  his  lessor  to  repair,  without  previous  notice 
to  him  of  want  of  repair;  if  the  lease  contains  a  covenant 
that  the  lessor  may  enter  "  to  view  and  make  improve- 
ments."* The  reservation  of  the  right  to  enter  and  make 
repairs  during  certain  months  does  not  authorize  an  entry 
to  make  them  at  any  other  time.  In  the  absence  of  such 
a  reservation,  the  landlord  has  no  such  right  of  entry, 
though  the  repairs  are  necessary  from  the  unsafe  condi- 
tion of  the  building.'* 

The  lessee,  at  common  law,  is  not  released  from  paying 
rent,  nor  can  he  abandon  the  premises,  because  the  land- 
lord fails  to  make  repairs;  his  remedy  is  to  sue  him  for  a 
breach  of  the  covenant.*  But  the  tensint,  in  case  of  a 
breach  of  the  covenant,  may  make  the  repairs,  and 
charge  the  expense  to  the  landlord;  but  he  is  not  bound 
so  to  do,  and  may  recover,  as  damages  for  the  breach, 
the  value  of  the  use  of  any  portion  of  the  premises  dur- 
ing the  time  it  is  rendered  untenantable  because  of  fail- 
ure to  make  the  repairs.*^  A  lessor  who  covenants  to  keep 
the  leased  premises  in  good  repair  and  condition  cannot, 
in  an  action  for  damages  for  breach  of  such  condition, 
excuse  his  non-performance  of  the  contract  by  proof  of 
the  lessee's  negligence  and  want  of  care;  the  lessee's  fail- 
ure to  exercise  due  care  to  prevent  injury  to  himself  by 
the  lessor's  neglect  can  be  considered  by  the  jury  only  in 


1  Gerzebek  v.  Lord,  33  N.  J .  L.  240. 

'  Hay  (leu  v.  Bradley,  0  (iray,  425; 
G6  Am.  Dec.  421. 

•*  (Joubel  V.  Hough,  26  Mian.  252. 

*  Speeklea  v.  Sax,  1  E.  D.  Smith, 
253;  Tibbets  v.  Percey,  24  Barb.  39. 
If  a  lease  does  not  provide  that  reirJ 
shall  be  suspended  while  the  lessor 
is  rei>airiug,  a  reductiou  cannot  be 
claimed:  McL'leuahau  v.  Naw  York, 
1U2  N.  Y.  75. 


6  Hexter  v.  Knox,  63  N.  Y.  5G1;  .S9 
N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  109.  Where  a  tenant 
had  the  right  under  lease  to  make  the 
necessary  repairs,  and  deduct  the 
expense  from  the  rent,  he  was  nut 
allowed  to  claim  a  compensation  by 
way  of  damages  because  the  premises 
were  not  kept  in  repair,  having  given 
the  lessor  no  notice  of  any  want  of  re- 
pairs: Wolcott  V.  SuUivau,  6  Paige, 
117. 
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reduction  of  damages.*  Equity  will  not  enforce  specific 
performance  of  a  lessor's  covenant  in  a  lease  to  repair 
damages  by  fire.''  One  who  leases  property  with  a  con- 
dition that  certain  improvements  are  to  be  made  in  lieu 
of  rent  is  not  responsible  for  the  debts  of  his  tenant  con- 
tracted in  making  such  improvements.' 

Illustrations.  —  Plaintiff  occupied  tlie  lower  portion  of  a 
house,  and  another  tenant  the  upper  portion.  The  roof  and 
upper  story  having  been  destroyed  by  lire,  in  an  action  by 
plaintiff  against  tlie  landlord  the  judge  charged  the  jury  that 
it  was  the  landlord's  duty  to  proceed  with  diligence,  after  the 
fire,  to  put  on  the  roof,  and  that  he  was  liable  for  damages 
to  plaintitl'  caused  by  delay.  Held,  error,  there  being  no  ex- 
press covenant  to  repair:  Doupe  v.  Geniu,  45  N.  Y.  119;  6  Am. 
Hep.  47.  A  lessor  covenanted,  upon  notice,  to  make  all  neces- 
sary repairt.  upon  the  outside  of  the  buildings.  There  were 
mutual  covenants  that  if  the  buildings  should  be  destroyed  by 
fire,  either  party,  upon  notice  to  the  other,  might  terminate  the 
lease.  During  tlie  term  a  stable  was  burned.  The  lessee  de- 
manded tliat  it  should  be  rebuilt.  The  lessor  refused  to  rebuild. 
Neither  party  gave  notice  to  terminate  the  lease.  Held,  that 
the  lessor  was  liable  for  breach  of  covenant:  Crocker  v.  Hill,  61 
N.  H.  345;  60  Am.  Rep.  322.  A  agreed  to  rent  a  building  from 
B  for  one  year  from  a  future  day,  if  B  would  put  in  certain  re- 
pairs. No  time  was  specified  for  the  completion  of  such  re- 
pairs. A  took  possession  on  the  day,  but  shortly  moved  out  for 
want  of  the  repairs.  Held,  that  tlie  completion  of  the  repairs 
on  the  first  day  of  the  term,  or  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
it,  constituted  a  condition  precedent  to  the  rent:  Barnes  v. 
Strohecker,  17  Ga.  340.  A  lessor  covenanted  to  put  the  fences 
on  a  farm  in  good  repair  for  his  tenant,  and,  after  repairing 
the  same,  the  farm  was  accepted  by  the  tenant  without  ol)- 
jection.  Held,  that  the  latter  was  estopped  by  such  acceptance 
from  afterwards  claiming  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  cove- 
nant:  Williamaon  v.  Millery  55  Iowa,  86. 

§  2829.  Liability  of  Landlord  for  Injuries  to  Tenant. 
— A  tenant  has  no  remedy  against  a  landlord  for  injury 
from  the  defective  condition  of  the  premises,  or  from  suf- 
fering the  premises  to  get  out  of  repair,  unless  the  land- 
lord has  agreed  to  keep  them  in  repair.*     A  complaint  by 


>  Flynn  v.  Trask,  11  Allen,  650. 
'  Beok  V.  Allisou,  56  N.  Y.  306;  15 
Am.  Rep.  43U. 


*  Jones  V.  O'Farrel,  1  Nev,  354. 

♦  Kahu  V.  Love,  3  Or.  206;  Mumford 
V.    Brown,  G  Cow.   475;  Hi  Am.    JJec. 
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a  tenant  against  a  landlord  for  damages  sustained  through 
the  unsafe  condition  of  the  building  must  state  facts 
affirmatively  which  show  it  was  the  duty  of  the  landlord 
to  make  repairs.'  But  one  who  builds  and  leases  liouses 
is  bound  to  construct  them  in  a  proper  manner,  and  with 
good  materials  and  competent  workmen,  and  neither  good 
faith  nor  even  the  best  faith  will  relieve  him  from  liability 
for  injuries  resulting  from  failure  to  do  so.^  And  the 
lessor  is  liable  if  the  lessee  is  injured  through  concealed 
and  dangerous  defects,  known  to  the  lessor,  and  which  a 
careful  examination  of  the  premises  by  the  lessee  would 
not  discover.'  And  a  landlord  letting  a  house,  knowing 
it  to  be  unsafe,  but  concealing  the  fact  from  the  tenant, 
is  liable  if  the  tenant  is  injured  by  the  defect.*  So  if  one, 
in  letting  the  upper  stories  of  his  building,  represents  the 
floors  to  be  strong  enough  for  certain  uses,  knowing  the 
fact  to  be  otherwise,  and  the  lessee  carelessly  and  negli- 
gently overloads  the  floors,  so  that  they  break  through, 
the  injured  tenant  of  the  lower  story  may  maintain  an 
action  against  both.*  The  owner  of  a  tenement-house 
owes  to  tenants  of  apartments  therein,  and  to  strangers 
rightfully  on  the  premises,  the  duty  of  keeping  the  stair- 
ways and  hall-ways  in  safe  repair.'  The  landlord  of  a 
building  is  liable  for  injury  to  the  goods  of  a  subtenant 
by  water,  which  the  janitor,  in  the  employ  of  the  landlord, 


440;  Howard  t».  Doolittle,  3  Duer,  »64; 
Jirewster  v.  De  Fremery,  33  Cal.  341; 
Sherwood  v.  Seaman,  2  Bosw.  127; 
Doupe  V.  Genin,  45  N.  Y.  119;  6  Am. 
Rep.  47;  37  How.  Pr.  5;  1  Sweeny, 
25;  Joyce  v.  De  Giverville,  2  Mo,  App. 
59G;  Mendel  v.  Fink,  8  111.  App.  378; 
Loupe  V.  Wood,  51  Cal.  58G;  Kabiis  v. 
Frost,  50  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  72;  Spellman 
V.  Banuigan,  30  Hun,  174;  Little  v. 
^IcAndrus,  29  Mo.  App.  332;  Simons  ». 
Seward,  54  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  40G.  But 
see  Eagle  v.  Swayze,  2  Daly,  140. 

'  Kalm  V.  Love,  3  Or.  20(3. 

»Car«on  v.  Godley,  20  Pa.  St.  Ill; 
67  Am.  Dec.  404;  Godluy  v.  Hagerty, 
20  Pa.  St.  387;  59  Am.  Dec.  731. 


'  Cowen  V.  Sunderland,  145  Mass. 
363;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  469. 

•  Coke  V.  Gutkese,  80  Ky.  598;  44 
Am.  Rep.  499. 

*  Brunswick-Balko-CoUender  Co.  v. 
Rees,  69  Wis.  442;  2  Am.  St.  Rep. 
748. 

«  Donohue  v.  Kendall,  15  N.  Y.  Sup. 
Ct.  38G;  Looney  v.  McLean,  129  Mass. 
33;  37  Am.  Rep.  295;  Sawyer  v.  McGil- 
licuddy,  81  Me.  318;  10  Am.  St.  Rep. 
260.  But  see,  contra,  Words  v.  Cotton, 
Co.,  134  Mass.  357;  45  Am.  Rep.  344; 
Purcell  V.  English,  86  Ind.  34;  44  Am. 
Rep.  255;  Bowe  t*.  Huukiug,  135 
Mass.  380;  44  Am.  Rep.  471. 
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negligently  permits  to  escape  from  a  wash-basin  in  the 
building.^  A  landlord  operating  an  elevator  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  tenants  is  bound  to  exercise  due  care  for  their 
safety,  and  is  liable  to  tliein  for  the  negligence  of  his  em- 
ployees in  operating  the  elevator.^  So  where  one  rents 
the  lower  stores  of  a  building,  and  the  landlord  retains 
control  of  the  upper  ones,  the  latter  is  liable  for  injury  to 
the  tenant  caused  by  the  want  of  repair  of  the  roof  or 
upper  stories,  or  their  negligent  use.'  If  the  landlord,  in 
making  repairs,  neglects  to  use  ordinary  skill,  and  thereby 
causes  a  personal  injury  to  the  tenant,  he  is  liable  there- 
for, although  his  undertaking  to  make  the  repairs  was 
gratuitous  and  by  the  tenant's  solicitation.*  But  a  land- 
lord who  employs  a  workman  is  not  liable  to  the  tenant 
for  damages  resulting  from  defective  work  when  there  is 
no  evidence  to  show  that  the  man  selected  was  not  a  com- 
petent workman.*  In  suit  for  rent,  the  tenant  cannot  set 
up  that  he  has  sustained  damage  in  the  death  cf  a  member 
of  his  family,  which  he  alleges  was  due  to  the  lessor's 
neglect  to  repair  and  improve  the  premises,  as  contracted 
in  the  lease.*  And  in  a  recent  case  in  Massachusetts,  it 
is  held  that  a  lessee  who  sustains  personal  injuries  occa- 
sioned by  the  defective  condition  of  the  building  cannot 
maintain  an  action  of  tort  against  the  lessor,  founded 
upon  a  breach  by  the  lessor  of  an  agreement  to  repair  the 
building  witliiu  a  reasonable  time.' 


'  Pike  r.  Brittan,  71  Cal.  150;  60 
Am.  Rep.  527. 

» Tou-sey  V.  Roberts,  114  N.  Y.  312; 
11  Am.  St.  Rep.  055. 

» Tcolo  V.  Beckett,  67  Me.  544;  24 
Am.  Rep.  54;  Guthiiiaii  v.  Castleberry, 
41)  Ga.  '21'J;  Friedeiiberg  v.  Jones,  G3 
Ga.  Ul'i;  Junes  v.  Friedeiiberg,  Gli  Ga. 
605;  42  Am.  Rep.  86:  Marsball  v. 
Cohen,  44  (Ja.  4S'J;  9  Am.  Rep.  170; 
Gbckauf  o.  M  lurer,  75  111.  2S<J;  20  Am. 
Kep.  I'SS;  Center  v.  Davis,  ao  (;a.  210. 

*  (iill  V.  Mid.Uetou,  1U5  Maaa.  ill; 
7  Am.  Rep.  54it, 


» Meany  v.  Abbott,  6  Phila.  25f»; 
Morton  V.  Tliurbur,  85  N.  Y.  650. 
But  see  Wortliingtoii  v.  Parker,  11 
Daly,  645.  A  peroon  HMkinj?  repairs 
upon  demised  premises  by  tliM  land- 
lord's dircclion  is  liable  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  negligence  to  the  ser- 
vant of  the  tenant:  Lanii)arter  v. 
AVallbaum,  45  ill.  414;  <J2  Am.  Dec. 
225. 

*"  Collins  V.  Karatopsky,  36  Ark. 
316. 

'  TutMe  V.  Gilbert  Mfg.  Co.,  145 
Mass.  iO'J. 
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Illustrations.  —  Under  the  immodiate  supervision  of  a  ten- 
ant who  had  been  occupying  a  etcre,  tlie  landlord  repaired  the 
Hooring,  and  the  tenant  rented  for  a  term,  agreeing  that  no 
repairs  fhould  be  required  of  the  landlord.  Tlie  flooring  gave 
way  under  a  heavy  load.  Held,  that  the  tenant  could  not  set 
off  the  damages  against  the  rent:  Bosworth  v.  Thomas,  67  Ga. 
640.  A  landlord  covenanted  to  make  certain  repairs  before  a 
certain  date,  but  failed  to  do  so.  Afterwards,  an  accident  re- 
sulted, which  would  have  been  avoided  had  the  repairs  been 
made,  and  the  tenant  was  obliged  to  pay  damages  to  the  third 
person,  who  sustained  injury.  Beldy  that  the  tenant  could  not 
recover  the  amount  so  paid  from  liis  landlord:  Sparks  v.  Bassett, 
49  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  270.  A  local  building  act  required  fire-est  ipes 
on  buildings  where  more  than  a  certain  number  of  operatives 
were  employed,  and  imposed  a  penalty  for  a  violation  of  the 
law,  and  also  provided  for  an  injunction.  Held,  that  an  oper- 
ative employed  in  such  a  building  having  no  fire-escape  could 
not  maintain  an  action  against  the  owner  for  an  injury  sustained 
because  he  was  compelled  to  jump  from  the  building:  Grant  v. 
Slater  Mill  and  Power  Co.   14  R.  I.  380. 


§  2830.  Warranty,  Implied  and  Express,  as  to  Condi- 
tion of  House.  — There  is,  as  a  rule,  no  implied  covenant 
that  the  premises  are  or  will  remain  in  a  teuautable  con- 
dition;* or  are  reasonably  fit  for  habitation;*  or  are  fit 
or  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  are  intended 
to  be  used,'  or  are  expressly  designed  for.'*  Consequently, 
their  unfitness  for  such  a  purpose  will  not  justify  the  ten- 
ant in  abandoning  the  premises,  and  on  such  grounds 
making  defense  to  an  action  for  rent,  unless  there  has 
been  a  fraudulent  misrepresentation  or  concealment  by 
the  lessor  as  to  the  state  or  condition  of  the  premises,  or 
the  premises  are  uninhabitable  by  reason  of  some  wrong- 
ful act  or  default  of  the  lessor.*  The  maxim  caveat  emptor 
applies  to    the  letting  of  houses,  and  the  lessor  is  not 


*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  99;  Foster  v.  Peyser,  9  Cush.  242; 
57  Am.  Deo.  43. 

"  Foster  v.  Peyser,  9  Cush.  242;  57 
Am.  Dec.  43;  Lucm  v.  Coulter,  104 
111.  81. 

*  Wilkinson  v.  Clauson,  29  Minn.  91; 
Clark  V.  Babcock,  23  Mich.  104;  Mur- 


rell  V.  Jackson,  33  La.  Ann.  134; 
Murray  v.  Albertson,  50  N.  J.  L.  167; 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  787. 

♦Samuel  v.  Scott,  13  Phila.  64; 
Koosevelt  v.  Abbott,  2  Robt.  156. 

*  Murray  v.  Albertson,  60  N.  J.  L. 
167;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  787. 


4622 


4G23 


LANDLOUD  AND  TENANT. 


2S30 


of  a  ten- 
»airecl  the 
;  that  no 
ring  gave 
d  not  set 
18,  67  Ga. 
3  before  a 
cident  re- 
)air8  been 
•  the  third 
could  not 
V.  Bassett, 
re-esc  ipes 
operatives 
iion  of  the 
t  an  oper- 
cape  could 
r  sustained 
::  Grant  v. 


to  Condi- 
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Ann.    134; 
In.  J.  L.  167; 

Phila.   64; 
lobt.  156. 
I,  50  N.  J.  L. 


bound  to  disclose  defects  in  the  premises;'  ond  the  laud- 
lord  is  exempted  from  liability  for  injuries  caused  by  such 
defects  in  the  building,  in  the  absence  of  warranty,  fraud, 
deceit,  or  misrepresentation.'  There  is  no  implied  war- 
ranty on  the  lease  of  a  store  or  warehouse  that  it  is  safe, 
well  built,  or  fit  for  any  particular  purpose.'  A  represen- 
tation that  a  house  is  new  and  in  perfect  order  is  not  a 
warranty  that  it  shall  continue  habitable;*  a  representation 
that  a  building  is  "good,  strong,  and  substantial,  and  fit 
for  the  hatters'  business,"  is  not  a  warranty  that  it  is  not 
leaky.*  Where  a  statute  provides  that  tenement-houses 
shall  be  provided  with  fire-escapes,  the  landlord  is  liable 
for  damages  caused  by  an  omission  to  provide  them." 

Illustrations.  —  A  statute  required  all  buildings  in  a  city 
to  be  provided  with  ladders  and  fire-escapes,  and  a  house  which 
A  rented  of  B,  and  in  which  he  and  his  family  resided,  was  not 
80  provided,  and  A's  wife  was  burned  to  death.  Held,  that  B 
was  liabb  to  A  in  damages,  and  that  A  was  not  guilty  of  con- 


'  McGIashan  v.  Tallinailge,  37  Barb. 
313;  Smith  v.  Kinkaid,  1  111.  App.  020; 
Davis  V.  Pinith,  15  Mo.  467;  (Joulson 
V.  Whiting,  14  Abb.  N.  C.  60;  Mum- 
ford  V.  Brown,  6  Cow.  475;  16  Am. 
Due.  440;  L;bbey  v.  Tolford,  48  Me. 
310;  77  Am.  Dec.  229;  Bowe  v.  Hunk- 
ing,  135  Mass.  380;  46  Am.  Rep. 
471. 

'■'  Davidson  v.  Fischer,  11  Col.  583; 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  267. 

»  Dutton  I'.  Gerrish,  9  Cush.  89;  55 
Am.  Dec.  45;  Libbey  v,  Tolford,  48 
Me.  310;  77  Am.  Dec.  229.  But  see 
Wliittle  V.  Webster,  55  Ga.  180. 

*  Fowler  v.  Stevens,  49  N.  Y.  Sup. 
Ct.  479. 

*  JSchermerhorn  v.  Gouge,  13  Abb. 
Pr.  315. 

«  Willy  V.  Mulledy,  78  N.  Y.  310;  34 
Am.  Rep.  536;  the  court  saying: 
"  Here  was,  then,  an  absolute  duty  im- 
posed upon  the  defendant  by  statute 
to  provide  a  fire-escape,  and  tlie  duty 
was  imposed  for  the  sole  benefit  of  the 
tenants  of  the  house,  so  that  thoy 
would  have  a  mode  of  escape  in  the 
i-ase  of  a  fire.  For  a  breach  of  this 
duty  causing  damage,  it  cannot  be 
duubted  that  the  tenants  have  a  rem- 


edy. It  is  a  general  rule  that  when- 
ever one  owes  another  a  duty,  whetiier 
such  duty  be  imposed  by  voluntary 
contract  or  by  statute,  a  breach  of 
such  duty  causing  damage  gives  a 
cause  of  action.  Duty  and  right  are 
correlative;  and  where  a  duty  is  im- 
posed, there  must  be  a  right  to  have 
it  performed.  When  a  statute  imposes 
a  duty  upon  a  public  officer,  it  is  well 
settled  that  any  person  having  a  spe- 
cial interest  in  the  performance  thereof 
may  sue  for  a  breach  thereof  caus- 
ing him  damage,  and  the  same  is  true 
of  a  duty  imposed  by  sta<^nte  upon 
any  citizen:  Cooley  on  Torts,  0.")4; 
Hover  r.  iiarkhoif,  44  N.  Y.  113;  .let- 
ter V.  R  R.  Co.,  2  Abb.  App.  458; 
Heeney  v.  Sprajiue,  11  R.  1.  450; 
23  Am.  Rep.  502;  Couch  v.  Steele, 
3  El.  &  B.  402.  In  Comyn'a  Digest, 
title  Action  upon  Statute,  F,  it  is 
laid  down  as  the  rule  that  '  in  every 
case  where  a  statute  enacts  or  proliib- 
its  a  thing  for  the  benefit  of  a  person, 
he  shall  have  a  remedy  upon  the  same 
statute  for  the  thing  enacted  for  his 
advantage,  or  for  the  recompense  of  a 
wrong  done  him  contrary  to  the  said 
law.'^' 
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triV)utory  nopli{»onoo  in  reninining  in  the  house,  Iviiowing  thnt  it 
was  not  provided  with  a  fire-escape:  Willy  y.  Mulledyy  78  N.  Y. 
310;  34  Am.  liep.  53G. 

§  2831.  Furnished  Houses  or  Apartments.  —  In  Eng- 
land it  has  been  held  in  several  cases  that  on  the  letting 
of  a  furnirfhed  house  there  is  an  implied  warranty  tln^t 
the  [ivoinises  are  in  a  fit  state  for  habitation,  and  that  they 
are  not  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  likely  to  occasion  great 
discomfort  or  danger  to  health.*  Thus  where  the  house 
was  infested  with  bugs,*  and  where  the  drainage  was  so 
bad  as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  occupants,'  it  was 
licld  that  the  warranty  was  broken,  and  the  tenant  was 
justiOod  in  removing.  If  the  tenant  of  a  furnished  house 
agrees  to  put  it  into  good  repair,  the  implied  condition 
will,  it  seems,  be  excluded  so  far  as  regards  unfitness  for 
habitation  arising  from  dilapidation.  But  an  agreement 
by  the  tenant  merely  to  keep  the  house  in  repair  will  not 
affect  the  implied  condition.*  In  a  Massachusetts  case 
Chief  Justice  Shaw  intimated  that  where  "furnished  rooms 
in  a  lodging-house  are  let  for  parlor,  bedroom,  and  the 
like,  fur  a  particular  season  of  the  year,  a  warranty  may 
be  implied  that  the  rooms  are  properly  furnished  and 
suitably  fitted  for  such  particular  use.""  But  in  a  recent 
case  in  New  Jersey  the  premises  rented  consisted  of  a  house, 
with  the  furniture  in  it,  situate  at  a  seaside  resort.  The 
letting  was  for  a  term  of  five  months,  and  by  a  lease  under 
seal.    The  tenant  abandoned  the  premises,  on  the  ground 


'  Campbell  v.  Wenlock,  4  Fost.  &  F, 
710.  Ill  8iiiith  V.  Marral>le,  II  Mees. 
&  \V.  5,  Loril  Al>inger  t<iM  tlie  jury 
that,  ill  order  to  fiiiil  for  tlie  tenant  of 
a  furiiislicil  lioufc,  in  an  action  against 
liiin  tor  use  aii<l  occupation,  thu  uui- 
Bancc,  ill  cons^equeiice  of  which  he  le- 
fuseil  to  occui)y,  must  ba  "so  intolcr- 
ahlc  as  to  render  it  iinpossiMe  that  he 
couM  livH  ill  the  liouse  with  any  rea- 
Boiialilu  comfort."  And  on  tlie  inotiou 
for  a  new  trial,  Parke,  H.,  said  tiiat 
"if  the  ^leuiiocd  aiu  eucamjjutud  willi 


a  nuisance  of  so  serious  a  nature  that 
110  person  can  reasonably  be  expected 
to  live  in  them,  the  tenant  is  at  libe<'ty 
to  throw  them  up."  Contra,  Fisher 
V.  Lighthall,  4  Mackey,  82;  64  Am. 
Hep.  l.'o8.     See  ante,  %  "2829. 

^  8mith  V.  Marrable,  1 1  Mees.  &  W.  5. 

»  Wilson  V.  Finch  Hattou,  L.  R.  2 
Ex.  I>iv.  33G, 

*  Wilson  V.  Finch  Hatton,  L.  R.  2 
Ex.  Div.  ;««. 

^  Diittoii  V.  Gerrish,  9  Cush.  89;  55 
Am.  Dcu.  45. 


4024 


4625 


LANDLORD   AND   TENANT. 


2832 


nj:;  tliat  it 
,  78  N.  Y. 

-In  Eng- 
lie  letting 
•unty  tlu!.t 
that  tliey 
lion  great 
the  house 
ge  was  so 
its,'  it  was 
2naut  was 
hed  house 
condition 
fitness  for 
agreement 
tir  will  not 
usetts  case 
jhed  rooms 
n,  and  the 
ranty  may 
ished   and 
n  a  recent 
of  a  house, 
Isort.     The 
lease  under 
lie  ground 

a  nature  that 
ly  be  expected 
lilt  is  at  hbe'-ty 
Contra,  Fisher 
,  82;  54  Am. 
l82'J. 
]  Mee8.&W.5. 

[itton,  L.  R.  2 
Cuah.  89;  55 


that  the  cellar  was  in  a  clamp  and  unhoaltliy  conrlition  by 
reason  of  water  that  wai  in  it.  It  was  held  that,  there 
being  no  false  representation  or  fraudulent  concealment 
by  the  los>^or,  the  tenant  could  not  set  up  the  unhealthy 
condition  of  the  cellar,  and  his  abandonment  of  the  prem- 
ises for  that  reason,  as  a  defense  to  an  action  for  rent.* 

§  2832.  Implied  Warrinty  as  to  Condition  of  House— 
As  to  Health. — It  is  held  in  some  cases  that  the  unhealthy 
condition  of  the  premisesi  at  the  time  of  renting,  or  be- 
coming so  during  occupancy,  is  a  constructive  eviction, 
and  ground  to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  rent.'' 
But  in  other  cases  this  doctrine  is  denied.*  Where  cer- 
tain defects  exist  that  are  likely  to  injuriously  aft'ect  the 
health  of  the  tenant  or  his  family,  it  is  the  landlord's  duty 
to  disclose  the  facts,  and  failing  to  do  so,  he  is  liable  to 
the  tenant  for  all  the  damages  resulting  to  the  tenant 
which  are  the  immediate  and  proximate  result  of  such 
failure.  There  is  a  strong  tendency  to  hold  that  the 
tenant  is  absolved  from  the  lease  (or  rent)  if  there  are 
latent  defects  in  the  premises,  or  causes  not  readily  dis- 


^  Murrivy  v.  Albertson,  50  N.  J.  L. 
167;  7  Am.  St.  Hep.  787. 

-  Crump  V.  Morrell,  12  Phila.  249; 
Bradley  v.  Gorcurie,  67  How.  Pr.  76; 
Smith  V.  Marrable,  1  Mees.  &  VV.  5; 
Edwards  r.  Hetherington,  7  Dowl.  & 
R.  117;  Collins  v.  Bairow,  1  Moody 
&  R.  1 12;  Salisbury  v.  Marshall,  4  Car. 
&  P.  05;  Cowie  v.  Goodwin,  9  Car.  & 
P.  378;  Gilliooley  v,  Washington,  4 
N.  Y.  217;  Gallagher  v.  Waring,  9 
Wend.  20;  Van  Bracklin  v.  Fonda,  12 
Johns.  468;  7  Am.  Dec.  .339;  Gray  v. 
C.)X,  4  Barn.  &  C.  108;  Laing  v.  Fidg- 
eon,  6  Taunt.  108;  Howard  v,  Hoey, 
'2;i  Wend.  350;  35  Am.  Dec.  572;  Pick- 
ering r.  Dawson,  4  Taun>.  779;  Jones 
r.  Bright,  5  Ring.  53.3.  This  is  so  by 
statute  ill  some  states.  But  a  buildins 
is  not  rendered  "untenantable  and 
uiitit  for  occupancy"  within  the  statute 
beL'aiise  of  unpleasant  and  unwhole- 
some odors,  the  origin  of  which  is  un- 
certain: Sutphin  V.  Seebas,  12  Daly, 
290 


139.  The  fact  that  the  tenant,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  is  forced  to 
move  from  the  house  l)ecause  of  gases 
and  odors  from  adjacent  premises 
does  not  absolve  him  from  inability  for 
the  rent  agreed  on:  Franklin  v.  Brown, 
53  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  474. 

*  2  Smith  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
262;  Woodfall  on  Landlord  and  '1  enant, 
493;  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  381;  1  Parsons  on  Contracts,  589; 
1  Washburn  on  Real  Property,  473; 
Hart  V.  Windsor,  12  Mees.  &  W.  68; 
Chappell  V.  Gregory,  34  Beav.  250; 
Carstairs  v.  Taylor,  L.  R.  6  Ex.  217; 
Clevesf.Willoughl)y,  7  Hill,  S3;  Royce 
V.  Guggenlieim,  106  Mass.  202:  8  Am. 
Rep.  322;  Elliott  v.  Aiken,  45  N.  H. 
36;  Alston  v.  Grant.  3  El.  &  B.  127; 
Leavitte  v.  Fletcher,  10  Allen,  121; 
Brewster  v.  De  Francey,  33  Cal.  341 ; 
Doupe  V.  Genine,  45  N.  Y.  119;  6 
Am.  Rep.  47;  2  Story  on  Contracts, 
422. 
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coverable  on  examination,  wliich  render  tlie  premises 
unlit  lor  oceupuney,  of  wliich  the  landlord  knew  and  did 
not  inform  the  tenant;  but  this  is  not  well  established, 
and  is  contrary  to  the  weight  of  authority.'  In  a  New 
York  case  the  court  held  that  it  was  a  good  defense  to  an 
action  for  rent  that  the  landlord  did  not  tell  the  tenant 
of  a  stench  in  the  house  which  he  knew  existed,  and  which 
subsequently  caused  the  tenant's  sickness;  saying  that 
"if  the  landlord  knew  of  any  cause  which  renders  the 
house  unhealthy,  he  must  disclose  it.  If  he  does  not,  it  is 
procuring  an  innocent  person  to  rent  a  house  ^vhich  he 
knows  is  unfit."*  Where,  however,  the  landlord,  to  in- 
duce the  tenant  to  take  the  house,  has  falsely  represented 
it  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  tenant  has  taken  it, 
relying  on  the  false  representations,  and  it  is  permeated 
by  sewer-gas,  and  the  tenant  is  obliged  to  abandon  it,  the 
landlord  cannot  recover  rent  after  the  abandonment,^  un- 
less thfi  tenant  knew  of  the  defect  when  he  took  the  house.* 
A  statement  by  the  landlord  that  the  plumbing  was  in 
good  order  will  be  deemed,  ordinarily,  the  mere  expression 
of  an  opinion.* 

It  has  been  held  a  good  defense  to  an  action  for  rent 
that  the  landlord  knew  that  the  house  had  formerly  been 
occupied  as  a  brothel,  and  concealed  that  fact  from  the 
tenant,  who  was  compelled  to  remove  in  consequence  of 
the  annoyance,  on  the  ground  of  fraudulent  concealment.^ 


'  Wood  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
624;  citing  Minor  v.  Sharon,  112 
Ma88.  477;  27  Am.  Rep.  1*22;  Wilson 
V.  Finch,  L.  R.  2  Ex.  Div.  236;  Eakin 
V.  Brown,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  30;  Wallace 
V.  Lent,  1  Daly,  481;  Staples  v.  Ander- 
son, 3  llobt.  327;  Meeksv.  Bawerman, 
1  Daly,  100.  And  see  Westlake  v. 
De  Graw,  25  Wend.  G(»7;  Robbins  v. 
Mount,  4  Robt.  553;  O'Brien  v.  Cadwell, 
59  Barb.  504;  Tleves  v.  Willoughby,  7 
Hill,  83;  Howard  v.  Doolittle,  3  Duer, 
464;  Scott  v.  Simons,  54  N.  H.  429. 

•■'  Wallace  V.  Lent,  1  Daly,  481.  And 
see  Sutton  v.  Temple,  12  Meea.  &  W. 
62. 


»  Jackson  v.  Odell,  12  Daly,  345;  14 
Abb.  N.  C.  42. 

«  McDonald  v.  Flamme,  13  Abb.  N.  C. 
45G. 

*  Coulson  t;.  Whiting,  12  Daly, 
408. 

«  Staples  V.  Anderson,  3  Robt.  327; 
Camfout  V.  Fowke,  6  Mees.  &  W.  359; 
Rhinelander  o.  Seaman,  13  Abb.  N.  C. 
455.  Contra,  Meeks  i\  Bowerman,  1 
Daly,  100.  If  a  tenant,  to  whom  the 
bad  repute  of  a  house  has  not  been 
disclosed,  continues  to  occupy  after 
ascertaining  the  fact,  he  must  pay 
rent:  Carhart  v.  Ryder,  11  Daly, 
101. 
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Where  the  owner  of  premises,  knowing  them  to  he  in- 
fected with  the  smal'-pox,  or  other  contagious  disease, 
leases  them  to  a  toiumt,  who,  ignorant  of  their  condition, 
occupies  the  j^rcmises,  wherehy  he  is  attacked  hy  the 
disease,  the  landlord  is  liahle  for  this  fraudulent  con- 
cealment.* Where  a  landlord,  having  discontinued  the 
use  of  gas  upon  a  portion  of  his  premises,  removed  the 
fixtures,  leaving  the  pipes  open,  and  afterwards  an  explo- 
sion took  place  upon  the  premises,  then  in  the  possession 
of  a  tenant,  caused  hy  a  tenant  of  another  portion  of  the 
building  introducing  gas  for  his  convenience,  and  by  the 
landlord's  permission,  the  latter  was  held  responsible  for 
the  ensuing  damages,  although  the  negligence  of  a  third 
party  concurred  in  the  accident.*  The  landlord  is  re- 
sponsible to  a  tenant  for  damages  arising  from  the  faulty 
construction  and  user  of  a  sewer  on  another  part  of  the 
premises  by  him,  although  the  sewer  was  made  previous 
to  the  beginning  of  the  tenancy.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  lease  stipulated  that  the  lessee  should 
not  use  the  premises  otherwise  than  as  a  dwelHng-house.  The 
lessee,  before  taking  the  lease,  proposed  to  institute  an  exam- 
ination concerning  drainage  and  plumbing,  but  was  deterred  by 
the  lessor's  false  and  fraudulent  representations  that  these  mat- 
ters were  all  riglit.  Hehf,  that  when  sued  for  rent,  the  lessee 
could  defend  by  showing  payments  for  plumbing,  etc.,  exceed- 
ing the  rent,  and  necessary  to  remedy  defects  in  the  drainage 
and  plumbing:    Wolfe  v.  Arro't,  lOi)  Pa.  St.  473. 

§  2833.  Covenant  to  Renew.  —  A  covenant  to  renew 
(which  is  never  implied)  must  be  definite,  precise,  and 
certain,  both  as  to  the  term  and  the  rent  to  be  paid.* 
Thus  an  agreement  to  renew,  "the  rent  to  be  proportioned 
to  the  valuation  of  said  premises  at  said  time,"  is  too 

>  Minor  v.  Sharon,  112  Mass.  477;  *  Pray  v.  Clark,  113  Mass.  286;  Cun- 

17  Am.  Rep.  127;  Cesar  v.  Kaiutz,  60  ningham  v.  Patee,  99  Mass.  283;  Nor- 

N.  Y.  229;  19  Am.  Rep.  1G4.  ton  v.  Snyder,  2  Hun,  82;  Brown  v. 

'  Kimmell  v.  Burfeind,  2  Daly,  155.  Parsons,    22    Mich.    24;    Morrison  v, 

'  Alston  V.  Grant,  3  El.  &   B.  128;  Rossignal.  5  Cal.  64;   Abeel   v.  Rad- 

Scott  V.  Simons,  54  N.  H.  426.  cliff,  13  Johaa.  296;  7  Am.  Dec.  377. 
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unrprtain  to  l)o  onfoivod.'  So  a  stipulation  in  tho  loaso 
of  a  store,  Cor  a  tiTin  certain,  that  tlio  lessee  is  to  "havo 
tho  preference  of  reiitiut;  said  property  so  long  thereafter 
ns  it  shall  bo  rented  for  a  store,"  is  void  for  uncertainty.' 
So  is  a  clause  that  at  tho  end  of  tho  term  l)uildin}j;s  shall 
be  taken  at  a  valuation,  or  tho  lessees  grant  a  new  lease 
for  a  specified  term,  "upon  such  terms  as  the  lessors,  their 
licirs,  etc.,  should  think  proper,  and  be  approved  of  by  the 
tenant."*  So  is  a  stipulation  that,  at  its  expiration,  the 
lessee  "shall  have  the  first  right  to  lease  the  said  premises 
for  the  next  succeeding  year  or  years."*  But  a  covenant 
that  tho  lessee  shall  be  entitled  to  a  renewal  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term,  provided  he  "  is  willing  to  give  as  much 
as  any  other  responsible  party  will  agree  to  give,"  fixes 
the  amount  of  rent  with  sufficient  certainty.*  Leases  with 
provisions  for  continued  renewals  are  not  favored,  as  they 
tend  to  create  perpetuities."  A  covenant  in  a  lease  pro 
viding  for  renewals  will  not  be  so  construed  as  to  create  a 
perpetuity.'  But  a  covenant  for  a  perpetual  renewal  of  a 
lease,  when  clearly  made,  will  be  enforced.'  In  Ohio  it 
has  been  held  that  after  assignment  of  his  interest,  a 
lessee,  under  a  lease  renewable  forever,  was  not  liable  on 
his  covenant  to  pay  rent." 

When  a  lessee  has  performed  the  conditions  which  en- 
title him  to  a  renewal  of  the  lease,  and  the  landlord  refuses 

*  Pray  v.  Clark,  113  Mass.  283.  of   the   estate   forbids  any  such   oon- 

*  Delaiihinutt    v.   Tiiomas,    45    Md.  struction.     For  all    substantial    pur- 
140.  poses  it  is  a  leasehold  estate  in  name 

*  Whitlock  V.  Duffield,  1  Hoff.  Ch.  and  in  form  only.     The  lessor  in  effect 
110;  20  Wend.  54.  parts  at  once  with  his  entire  estate  for 

*  Reed   v.  Campbell,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  a  stipulated  consideration   in  money, 
406.  payable  in  spccitied  installments,  and 

*  Arnot  V.  Alexander,  44  Mo.  25;  100  secured  by  a  lien  on  the  land;  and  the 
Am.  Dec.  252.  lessee  takes  the  entire  estate,  an  estate 

^  Rutgers  v.  Hunter,  6  Johns.  Ch.  of    inheritance,    subject  only   to   the 

215;  Hanker  t>.  Braker,  9  Abb.  N.  C.  payment    of    the    money.      In    form 

411;  Morrison  v.  Rossignal,  5  Cal.  64.  merely,  it  is  a  chattel;  it  is  in  fact  an 

'  Syma  v.  New  York,  105  N.  Y.  153.  estate  in  fee."     A  lease  for  years,  rent 

*  Blackmore   v,  Boardman,  28   Mo.  payable  annually,  with  perpetual  right 
420.  of  renewal,  does  not  divest  the  lessor 

*  Worthington  v.    Hewes,    19  Ohio  of  his  fee  in  the  premiaea:  Page  9, 
St.  66,  the  court  saying:  "The  nature  Eaty,  54  Me.  319. 


4628 


4620 


LANDLOUD    AND   TKNANT. 


g  2.S33 


0    ItMlSO 

I  'Muivo 
LTtuil'tur 
tiiinty.' 
}j;s  h1\u11 
«w  lease 
rs,  tljoir 
if  by  tl»o 
ion,  tlie 
iremises 
ovciumt 
aexpira- 
as  much 
ro,"  fixes 
iscs  with 
I,  as  they 
jase  pro 
3  create  a 
pwal  of  a 
Ohio  it 
,erest,  a 
iable  on 


rll 


ich  en- 
d  refuses 


such   con- 
;antial    pur- 
ate  in  name 
jsor  in  effect 
re  estate  for 
in  money, 
Iments,  and 
nd;  and  the 
te,  an  estate 
)niy  to  the 
In    form 
is  in  fact  an 
years,  rent 
petnal  right 
st  the  lessor 
les:  Page  «. 


to  ronow,  the  h'ssco  has  a  ri^lit  to  elect  wliothcr  \\o  will 
proceed  at  law  for  djiiiia^'rs,  or  in  (M|Mity  for  specilic!  per- 
foniianee.'  Where  the  lessor  will  not  comply  with  his 
covenant  of  renewal  on  a  vahnition,  hut  iwin  in  had  faith 
to  prevent  an  appraisal,  the  unexecuted  covenant  for  re- 
newal does  not,  at  law,  prevent  his  suin<^  for  use  and  occu- 
pat  ion,  or  brinj^ing  ejectment.  Hut  the  lessee  may  come 
into  equity  to  restrain  such  action.''  And  it  is  be<Mi  held 
that  ecpiity  need  not  cotnpel  an  arbitration,  but  may  re- 
ceive evidence  on  and  determine  the  question  of  value, 
and  compel  giving  a  lease  as  ici-eod."  Where  the  lessee 
hohls  over  by  consent  until  tiie  api>raisement  is  nuide 
and  the  new  lease  tendered,  he  is  only  liable  for  rent  at 
the  original  rate  until  su  n  appraisen.ent.*  The  word 
" renew,"  ea;  vi  termini,  imports  tiio  giving  a  new  le;ise 
like  the  old  one,  on  the  sanie  terms,  except  the  renewal 


it. 


Th 


it  b 


1( 


to   d( 


th 


lease, 
premises  lor  another  term,  ii  the  lessee  elects  to  take  a 
renewal.®  Under  such  a  lease,  the  lessee  is  required  to 
elect  during  the  first  term;  otherwise,  he  has  no  rights  as 
against  the  lessor.^  But  this  recpiirement  may  be  waivcjd 
by  the  landlord.*  Thus  an  acceptance  of  the  rent  after 
the  exi>iration  of  the  original  term  is  a  waiver  of  the 
right  to  a  notice.  The  lease  will  therefore  be  presumed 
to  be  renewed  if  the  tenant  holds  over^  and  the  landlord 
accepts  rent  after  the  original  term  has  expired."  The 
election  need  not  be  express  (in  the  absence  of  a  special 

'  Arnot  V.    Alexander,   44  Mo.   25;  Thiubaud    v.     Bank,     42    Ind.     212; 

100  Am.  Dec.  252.  Cioiglitou    v.    McKee,    7   Pliila.    :H24; 

''  Tsclieider  v.  Biddle,  4  Dill.  55.  Ryder  v.  Jeaiiy,  U.  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  M. 

'  Strohmaior  v.  Zeppeiifuld,  3  Mo.         '  Rciioud    v.    Daskham,    34    Conn. 

App.  42y.  512;  Thieliaud  v.  Bank,  42  Ind.  212. 

*  Ry.lor  V.  Jenny,  2  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  56.         "  Bradford  v.  Patten,  10i>  Mass.  153; 

*  Ciiniiiui^hain  v.    Patteo,  1)9  Mass.  Kramer  />.  Crook,  73  Mass.  550. 

248;  Creigliton  v.   McKee,   2  Brewst.         *  Woodcock   v.    Roberts,    0(5    Barb, 

383;  Austin  v.   Stevens,  38  Hun,  41;  498;  Schroedcr  t>.  Genieiiider,  10  Nev. 

Kanlct  r.  Cook,  44  N.  H.  512;  84  Am.  355;    Kramer  v.  Cook,  73  Mass.   5.10; 

Due.  92;  Banker  ?j.  Banker,  9  Abb.  N.  Bradford   v.    Patten,   108    Mass.    153; 

C.  411;  Mubelbriuk  r.  Pooler,  40  Hun,  Dolese  v.  Barbcrot,  9  La.  Ann.  352; 

5-J(!.  Tliiebaud  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  42  lud. 

« Hunter  v.    Silvers,    15    111.    174;  212. 
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form  required  by  the  lease),  but  may  be  inferred  from 
acts  u'ld  conduct.'  Whether  he  has  made  an  election  is  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  Jiry.''  And  having  elected,  he  may, 
at  tJie  option  of  the  landlord,  be  required  to  accept  a  new 
lease.''  If  the  tenant  merely  holds  over  without  notifying 
the  landlord  of  his  intention  to  take  another  term,  he  will 
not  thereby  obtain,  as  agaiiist  the  landlord,  any  right  in  the 
premises,  and  the  latter  then  has  the  option  wliether  to 
demand  the  premises  or  to  treat  the  lessee  as  still  tenant 
of  the  premises.*  By  holding  over,  the  tenant  elects  to 
take  the  premises  either  as  a  tenant  from  year  to  year, 
or  from  month  to  month,  as  the  case  may  be,  or  for  an- 
other term  under  the  lease,  oince  the  law  creates  a 
tenancy  from  year  to  year  only  in  the  absence  of  an 
agreenient,  the  holding  is  referred  to  the  contract,  and  he 
is  deemed  to  elect  to  take  the  premises  for  another  term.® 
Payment  of  rent  when  it  becomes  due,  and  performance 
of  other  covenants  of  a  lease,  under  which  a  tenant  is  in 
possession  of  leased  premises,  with  the  privilege  of  renew- 
ing the  lease  at  the  end  of  the  term,  are  conditions  pre- 
cedent to  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  renewal.®  An  election 
by  the  lessor  to  renew  a  lease  may  be  made  on  the  last 
day  of  the  term,  there  being  no  requirement  that  it  shall 
be  made  earlier.'  But  where  the  owner  of  the  leasehold 
interest  has  failed  to  obtain  a  renewal  within  the  term, 
according  to  the  literal  wording  of  the  covenant  for  re- 
newal, equity  will  relieve  him,  and  compel  the  owner  of 
the  reversion  to  execute  a  new  lease,  provided  the  appli- 
cation be  made  in  a  reasonable  time.*   A  covenant  on  the 


>  Clarke  v.  Merrill,  51  N.  H.  415; 
Ins.  etc.  Co.  v.  Mo.  Bank,  71  Mo.  58; 
Despard  v.  VValbridge,  15  N.  Y.  374. 

^  Bradford  v.  Patten,  108  Mass. 
153. 

»  Kelso  V.  Kelly,  1  Daly,  419. 

*  Uolese  V.  Barberot,  9  La.  Ann. 
352;  Tliiebaud  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  42 
lud.  212. 

»  Kelso  i>.  Kelly,  1  Daly,  419;  Clarke 


V.  Merrill,  51  N.  H,  415;  Woodcock  v. 
Roberts,  66  Barb.  498;  Kramer  v. 
Cook,  73  Mass.  550;  Ins.  etc.  Building 
Co.  V.  Mo.  Bank,  71  Mo.  68. 

•  Behrinan  v.  Barto,  54  Cal.  131. 

'  Darling  v.  Hoban,  53  Mich.  599. 

« iJanks  V.  Haskie,  45  Md.  207;  New 
York  Lite  Ins.  anil  Trust  Co.  v.  St. 
George' 1  Church,  64  How.  Pr.  511;  12 
Abb.  N.  C.  50. 
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part  of  the  lessor  for  a  new  lease  at  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  without  a  corresponding  covenant  on  the  part  of 
the  lessee  to  accept  it,  does  not  bind  the  lessee  to  accept.^ 
But  tluit  a  covenant  of  renewal  is  binding  only  upon  the 
lessor  does  not  preclude  the  lessee  from  his  option 
whetlier  to  accept  a  renewal  or  not,  in  the  absence  of  ex- 
press provisions  to  the  contrary.*  A  renewal  may  be 
claimed  by  the  tenant  under  an  independent  covenant 
in  the  lease  that  he  shall  have  one,  notwithstanding  the 
original  terra  has  not  yet  expired,  and  notwithstanding 
some  rent  remains  due  from  him  to  the  landlord  on  ac- 
count of  the  original  term.'  If  a  tenant  for  a  year,  with 
the  privilege  of  renewal  if  the  lessor  does  not  sell  the 
premises,  sublets  beyond  the  end  of  the  first  year,  such 
sublease  is  terminated  by  the  lessor's  sale  of  the  prem- 
ises.* 

But  a  lease  for  a  certain  term  with  a  privilege  to  the 
lessee  to  hold  for  a  longer  term  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  a  lease  with  a  covenant  for  renewal.  The  latter 
contemplates  the  execution  of  some  further  instrument 
by  the  lessor,  and  generally  by  both  lessor  and  lessee. 
But  where  the  providion  is  for  a  longer  term  under  the 
lease,  the  lease  itself  is  as  to  the  additional  term  a  lease 
de  futiiro  requiring  only  the  lapse  of  the  preceding  term 
and  the  election  of  the  lessee  to  become  a  lease  in  prse- 
scuti,^  In  case  of  such  a  lease,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
any  notice  of  the  election  shall  be  given  to  the  landlord.' 
His  continuance  in  occupation  of  the  premises  is  con- 
clusive.' If  the  tenant  elects  to  remain  at  all  after  the 
expiration   of  the   first   term,  he   will   be   held   to   have 

'  Bruce  i\  Fulton  Nat.  Bank,  79  N.  *  Chretien  v.   Doney,  1  N.  Y.  419; 

Y.  154;  '.io  Am.  Kep.  505.  Kramer  v.    Cook,   73   Mass.  550;  De- 

^  Bruce  V.  Fultou  Nat.  Bank,  16  Hun,  lasham  r.  Berry,  '20  Mich.  '292;  4  Am. 

G15:  79  N.  Y.  15*;  35  Am.  Rep.  505.  Rep.  392. 

=•  Tracy  v.  Ex.  Co.,  7  N.  Y.  472;  67  *'  Kramer  v.  Cook,  73  Mass.  550. 

Am.  Dec.  539.  '  Delasham  v.  Berry,  20  Mich.  293; 

'  ^utliciLuid  V.  Goodnow,   108  111.  4  Am.  Rep.  392. 
528;  4S  Am.  Rep.  btH). 
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elected  under  and  according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease,  which 
gives  him  no  riglit  to  elect  a  term  for  any  other  period  ex- 
cept the  o|>tional  term  therein  provided.*  Where  a  lessor 
agrees  with  a  lessee  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  term"  he 
shall  have  the  refusal  of  the  premises  for  another  year," 
the  lessor  is  bound  to  renew  the  lease  upon  the  same  terms 
as  the  previous  year.''  The  privilege  of  a  renewal  is  a 
vendible  interest,  so  far  as  third  persons  are  concerned.' 
So  where  it  was  the  custom  of  a  church  to  renew  its  leases, 
the  good-will,  or  privilege  of  renewal,  was  held  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  sale  by  the  lessee.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  lessee  conveyed  his  estate  during  a  por- 
tion of  his  term  by  deed,  reserving  a  rent  different  and  payable 
at  diO'ereiit  times  from  the  rent  reserved  in  the  original  lease, 
reserving  also  a  right  of  entry  on  non-payment  of  rent,  and 
providing  for  a  surrender  of  the  premises  to  him  at  the  end  of 
the  term,  but  also  providing  that  the  under-lessee  might,  at 
his  election,  have  an  extension  of  the  terra  until  the  end  of 
the  lessee's  original  term.  Ileldy  that  the  instrument  was  an 
under-lease,  and  not  an  assignment:  Collins  v.  HaHhrouck,  56 
N.  Y.  l.')7;  15  Am.  Rep.  407.  A  provision  in  a  lease  that  unless 
three  months'  notice  of  an  intention  to  terminate  it  is  given,  it 
shall  continue  in  force  for  another  term  of  one  year,  and  so  on 
indefinitely,  such  notice  to  be  given  three  months  before  the 
termination  of  any  one  year,  held,  not  to  be  a  mere  covenant 
for  renewal,  but  that,  upon  failure  to  give  such  notice,  the  lease 
would  continue  in  operation:  Diz  v.  Atkins,  130  Mass.  171.  A 
sealed  lease  for  a  certain  term  gave  to  the  lessee  the  privilege 
of  continuing  the  lease  for  two  years  more  at  an  increased  rent, 
on  giving  written  notice  at  a  specified  time.  The  lessee  did  not 
give  the  notice,  but  held  over  for  four  months,  paying  the  in- 
creased rent,  and  then  vacating  the  premises.  Held,  that  the 
prov'cion  as  to  the  notice  was  waived,  and  that  the  lessee  was 
liable  to  the  end  of  the  two  years:  Long  v.  Stafford,  108  N.  Y. 
274.  By  a  lease  the  buildings  erected  were  subject  to  forfeiture 
for  a  failure  to  pay  rent,  and  a  new  lease  made  such  conditions 
of  the  prior  lease  binding  as  were  not  changed  by  the  "  terms 
or  express  words  "  of  the  new  lease,  and  one  of  those  terms  mort- 

>  Delashain  v.  Berry,  20  Mich.  293;        »  Phyfe  v.  Wardell,  5  Paige,  268;  28 

4  Am.  Rup.  31)2.  Am.  Dec.  430;  Johnson's  Appeal,  115 

■'  McAcliio  V.  Callum,  86  N.  C.  419;  Pa.  St.  129;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  539. 
Tracy  v.  All)any  Exchange  Co.,  7  N.         *  Phyfe  v.  Wardell,  2  Edw.  (Jh.  47; 

Y.  472;  57  Am.  Dec.  539.  6  Paige,  2(iS;  28  Am.  Dec.  430. 
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gaged  the  buildinga  to  secuie  the  rent.  Held,  that  no  riglit  of 
furt'eituro  existed  under  the  new  lease:  Cheaihum  v.  Pliiikc,  1 
Tenn.  576.  A  lease  provided  for  tlie  "additional  tern)  of  one, 
two,  or  three  years  after  the  expiration  of  said  term  of  two 
years,  at  the  election  of  said  party  of  the  seeond  part."  Held, 
that  there  could  be  but  one  election,  whethi.'r  for  one,  two,  or 
three  years:  F(dley  v.  Ctiles,  29  Ind.  114.  A  lessor  covenanted 
that  the  lessee  should  have  "  the  refusal  of  the  preniiscs  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  for  three  years  longer."  Jicffore  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  lessee  requested  a  renewal  of  it  for 
three  years  longer,  at  the  same  rent;  the  hjssor  refused  to  re- 
new, unless  the  lessee  would  agree  to  pay  an  increased  rent. 
Afterwards,  the  lessee  took  from  the  lessor  a  new  h^ise,  for  one 
year,  at  an  increased  rent,  protesting,  at  the  same  tinx;,  against 
the  right  of  the  lessor  to  exact  an  increased  rent,  and  clain)ing 
to  reserve  his  right  of  action.  Held,  that  the  covenant  hound 
the  lessor  to  renew  the  lease  for  the  same  rent;  that  it  was 
violated  by  the  refusal  of  the  lessor;  and  that  the  acee|>tance, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  new  lease,  was  not  a  waiver  of 
the  covenant:  Tracy  v.  Albany  Exchange  Co.,  7  N.  Y.  472;  57  Am. 
Dec.  538.  A  covenant  in  a  lease  for  years  provided  for  the 
payment  of  double  rent  for  each  day  the  tenant  held  over  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term.  There  was  also  a  covenant  giving 
the  tenant  the  privilege  to  renew  for  a  further  term  at  the  same 
rent  as  in  the  first.  The  tenant  held  over  for  several  years, 
paying  the  old  rate  of  rent.  There  was  no  new  lease,  neither 
party  requiring  it.  Held,  that  the  tenant  must  be  taken  to  have 
held  under  the  covenant  for  renewal,  and  was  liable  as  lie  Would 
have  been  under  a  new  lease:  Insurance  and  Laio  Building  Co. 
V.  Missouri  Bank,  71  Mo.  58. 

§2834.  Covenant  against  Encumbrances.  —  The  cove- 
nant against  encumbrances  is  for  indemnity  to  the  lessee, 
supposing  some  one,  as  a  prior  mortgagee,  should  enforce 
his  rights,  under  an  encumbrance,  so  as  to  molest  the 
lessee  and  interfere  with  his  peaceable  possession.^  A 
covenant  against  encumbrances  is  broken  at  once  by  the 
existence  of  an  encumbrance,'^  but  a  covenant  against 
particular  encumbrances  is  not  broken  until  possession  is 
disturbed  under  them.^  It  is  broken  by  the  existence  of 
any  right  or  interest  in  the  land  which  diminishes  its 

'  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,         '  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
Bees.    :^18-:i-22;     4    Kent's  (Join.  74;  1     90. 
Schouler  on  Personal  Property,  sec.  30.         "  Anderson  v.  Knox,  20  Ala.  156. 
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value.'  But  it  is  not  broken  by  a  mere  equitable  claim;' 
nor  by  a  public  highway  in  actual  uso;"*  nor  by  a  notori- 
ous eiisonient  obviously  affecting  the  physical  condition 
of  the  land;*  nor  by  an  executory  agreement  for  a  future 
term.*  The  fact  that  the  lessee  knew  of  the  encumbrance 
is  no  defense." 

§  2835.  Covenant  for  Further  Assurance.  —  The  cove- 
nant for  further  assurance,  which  is  implied  in  the  cove- 
nant for  quiet  enjoyment,  binds  the  lessor  expressly  to 
perform  and  execute  all  such  further  reasonable  acts  and 
writings  as  may  be  needful  to  complete  the  transfer  of  the 
term  or  to  perfect  the  lessee's  title.^  Under  this  covenant 
the  lessor  will  be  required  to  convey  a  title  afterwards  pur- 
chased,^ or  to  remove  an  encumbrance.^  He  must  pro- 
cure the  instrument  of  further  assurance  to  be  drawn  and 
tendered  for  execution,'"  and  give  the  covenantor  a  reason- 
able time  to  consider."  The  covenant  inures  to  the  bene- 
fit of  a  sublessee." 


§  2836.  Ri^ht  of  Landlord  to  Re-enter. — When  a 
tenancy  is  legally  terminated,  the  la»'dlord  has  a  right  to 
peaceably  enter  the  premises  and  take  possession,'*  and 
he   may  remove  the  trespassing  tenant's  goods  to  a  con- 


*  Gear  on  Laiullonl  and  Tenant,  sec. 
90. 

^  Marl.le  v.  Scott,  41  111.  50. 

*  Scribuer  v.  Holmes,  IG  Incl.  142. 

*  Kutz  V.  McCuue,  22  Wis.  028;  99 
Am.  Dec.  85. 

*  Weld  V  Traip,  80  Mass.  330. 

«Dunntf.  White,  1  Ala.  045;  Gal- 
ium r.  Br.  Bank,  4  Ala.  21;  Hubbard 
V.  Nortow,  10  Conn.  431;  Snyder  v. 
Lane,  10  Ind.  424;  Neller  v.  Hiatt,  8 
Ind.  171;  Barlow  v.  McKinley,  24 
Iowa,  ('9;  Wdliani.son  v.  Hall,  62  Mo. 
405;  Kelloi,'g  v.  Ingursoll,  2  Mass.  97; 
Harlow  v.  Thomas,  15  Pick.  48;  Pritch- 
ard  V.  Atkinson,  3  N.  H.  335;  Rob- 
erts V.  Levy,  3  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  311. 

■  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Teuaut, 
sees.  323-320. 


*  Middlebury  College  v.  Cheney,  1 
Vt.  330. 

»  King  V.  Jones,  5  Taunt.  427. 

'0  Bennet's  Case,  Cro.  Eliz.  9;  8taf. 
ford  V.  Bottoriie,  Cro.  Eliz.  298;  Baker 
V.  Bulstrode,  1  Mod.  104. 

"  Millar  v.  Parsons,  9  Johns.  336; 
Sweitzer  v.  Hummel,  3  Serg.  &  R. 
228.  See  Mauser's  Case,  2  Coke,  3  a; 
Wolton  V.  Cook,  3  Dyer,  331  b; 
Symms  v.  Smith,  Cro.  Car.  299. 

'^  Middle  more  v.  Goodale,  Cro.  Car. 
503. 

'*  Stearns  v.  Sampson,  59  Me.  568;  8 
Am.  Rep.  442;  Sterling  v.  Warden,  51 
N.  H.  217;  12  Am.  Hep.  80;  Low  v. 
Elwell,  121  Mass.  309;  23  Am.  Rep. 
272;  Chealey  v.  Welch,  37  Me.  100. 
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venient  distance,  doing  them  no  unnecessary  damage.^ 
But  a  lessor  has  no  right  to  re-enter  on  the  land  leased, 
during  the  term,  though  the  land  be  vacant.^  So  where 
a  tenant  removes  from  the  leased  premises  during  his 
term,  the  landlord  is  not  authorized  to  re-enter  and  put 
another  in  possession.'  A  landlord  entitled  to  possession 
may  not  re-enter  during  the  tenant's  temporary  ahsonce, 
witiiout  a  legal  warrant,  and  hold  forcible  possession.^  A 
lessor  cannot  re-enter  on  the  ground  of  a  forfeiture  for 
the  non-payment  of  rent,  without  complying  strictly  with 
all  the  formalities  required  by  the  law.^  Where  a  tenant 
holds  over,  and  the  landlord  enters  by  force  and  turns 
him  out,  he  cannot  maintain  trespass  against  tlio  land- 
lord." A  tenant  can  bring  trespass  against  his  landlord 
for  forcibly  breaking  and  entering  the  leased  premises 
during  the  term/ 

§  2837.    The  Lessee's  Covenants— To   Pay  Rent. — A 

covenant  to  pay  rent  is  implied  in  a  lease,^  Nevertheless 
it  is  usually  inserted,  in  addition  to  the  usual  reservation 
of  rent."  In  the  absence  of  a  provision  therefor  in  the 
lease,  non-payment  of  rent  does  not  work  a  forfeiture.'" 
To  work  a  forfeiture  under  a  peri)etual  lease  for  non-pay- 
ment of  rent,  the  landlord  must  make  a  demand  on  the 
very  day  the  rent  becomes  due,  and  at  the  very  place 
where  it  is  jjayable."     But  no  demand  for  rent  is  neces- 

'  Whitney  v.  Swett,  22  N.  H.  10;  53  «  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Siuilh,  27  Barb. 

Am.   Due.    228;  Losch   v,    Pickett,  36  140;  Lynch   v.  Oiiomlaga   Suit  Co.,  64 

Kan.  216;  Weeks  w.  bly.  61  N.  H.  89.  Barb.  550;  Kimptou  v.  Walker,  9  Vt. 

-'  Brown  V.  Kite,  2  Over.  233;  Shan-  198. 

non  V.  Burr,  1  Hilt.  39.  *  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 

"  Chaiicey  v.  Smith,  25  W.  Va.  404;  sec.  31.     Where  a    sealed   h.use  stip- 

52  x\m.  Rep.  217.  ulates  for  a  certain  rent,  a  parol  agree- 

*  Mason    v.  Hawes,  52  Conn.  12;  52  ment    to    jjay  more    rent   cannot    be 

Am.  Rep.  553.  enforced,    although   made   because  of 

■"  Jackson  i:  Harrison,   17  Johns.  66  additional   expenses   incurred   by   the 

See  Renisen  /•.  Conklin,  18  Johns.  447.  lessor  in  putting  up  a  new  buildmg  oa 

"  Hyatt   V.  Wood,  4   Johns.    150;  4  the   land:    Smith    v.    Kerr,    33   Hun, 

Am.    Dec.    258;  Overdeer  v.   Lewis,  1  567. 

Watts  &  S.  90;  37  Am.  Dec.  440.  '"  Buckner    v.    Warren,     41     Ark. 

'  Barneycastle   v.  Walker,  92  N.  C.  532. 

198,  "  Willard  v.  Benton,  57  Vt.  286. 
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sary,  in  order  to  create  a  forfeiture,  where  a  lease  provides 
that  the  non-pay nient  without  demand  shall  determine 
the  lease.* 


§  2838.  To  Repair.  —  In  the  absence  of  any  covenant 
on  the  subject,  the  law  obliges  the  lessee  to  so  use  tlie 
premises  that  no  substantial  injury  shall  be  occasioned 
to  them.''  But  this  implied  obligation  is  not  to  repair 
generally,  but  to  so  use  the  property  as  to  make  repairs 
unnecessary  as  far  as  possible.  It  is,  in  effect,  only  a 
covenant  against  voluntary  waste.'  The  lessee  is  not 
obliged  to  make  good  the  ordinary  ravages  of  time,  or  of 
the  elements,  unless  he  has  expressly  agreed  to  do  so.* 
And  if  a  tenant  puts  repairs  on  the  premises  without 
the  consent  of'the  landlord,  he  cannot  charge  the  land- 
lord for  them.^  Where  the  lessee  covenants  to  keep  the 
premises  in  repair,  he  must  keep  them  wind  and  water 
tight,  and  put  oii  fair  and  tenantable  repairs.*  An  ex- 
press and  unconditional  covenant  to  repair  and  keep  in 
repair  binds  him  to  rebuild  in  case  of  destruction  by  fire 
or  otlier  accident;^  and  an  exception  in  a  covenant  to 
repair  of  damages  by  the  elements  or  the  act  of  God 
will  not  include  damages  to  which  human  agency  in  any 
way  contributed.^     Good  repair  is  a  relative  term,  and 


*  Sweeney  v.  Garrett,  2  Disn.  601. 

'■'  1  Sihoiiler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  3] ;  United  States  v.  Bostwick,  di 
U.  S.  o:i. 

3  Uniteil  States  w.  Bostwick,  94  U.  S. 
53.  If  thu  tenant  almndons  tlie  leased 
premises  in  a  ruinous  condition,  the 
result  of  damage  beyond  reasonable 
wear  and  toar,  he  violates  an  implied 
covenant;  (itMi.ni  r.  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 20  Ct.  ot  CI.  380. 

*  1  Sohoulur  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  31;  Johnson  f.  Dixon,  1  Daly,  I7S; 
Bald  V.  O'Brien,  12  Daly,  160;  Fash  v. 
Kavanaugh,  24  How.  Pr.  347.  But  see 
Long  r.  Fitzsiniinons,  1  Watts  &  S. 
530;  Ulrich  v.  McCahe,  1  Hilt.  251. 
It  is  the  duty  of  a  tenant  who  has 
leased  a  farm  ou  shares  to  keep  tiie 


fences  in  repair,  in  the  absence  of  a 
contrary  covenant:  Fentou  v.  Mont- 
gomery, 19  Mo.  App.  15G. 

*  Kline  v.  Jacobs,  68  Pa.  St.  57. 

•  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  31. 

'  Ross  V.  C  -  o:i,  3  Call,  309;  2  Am, 
Dec.  5n2;  t-  ... .:  >■  jLt,  18  Grate.  160; 
Schmidt  ,:.  ...:  ,.  i  McAr.  179;  Abby 
V.  Billnps,  6b  "i.'^b.  618;  72  Am.  Dec. 
143;  Hoy  v.  .It,  91  Pa.  St.  88;  36 
Am.  Rup.  6oi>;  Mc.iik  t'.  Noyi's,  1  Car. 
&  P.  265.  "Damages  by  the  ele- 
ments," in  a  covenant  to  repair,  in- 
cludes destruction  by  fire  without  the 
lessee's  fault:  Van  Wormer  v.  Crane, 
51  Mich.  363;  47  Am.  Rep.  582. 

8  Polack  V.  Pioche,  35  Cal.  416;  95 
Am.  Dec.  115. 
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varies  with  the  age  of  the  building,  the  purpose  for  which 
it  is  leased  and  occupied,  and  otlier  similar  circumstances.^ 
Such  a  covenant  does  not  bind  the  tenant  either  to  put 
or  leave  the  premises  in  better  repair  than  they  were  at 
the  date  of  the  covenant.*  A  covenant  to  keep  up  all 
repairs  does  not  bind  the  lessee  to  insure  against  natural 
wear  and  decaj',  but  only  to  do  ordinary  repairs.'  Per- 
fectly good  repair  only  requires  the  property  to  be  put  in 
as  good  condition  as  can  be  done  without  change  of  form 
or  material.*  A  lessee  of  a  wooden  building  covenanting 
to  rebuild  in  case  of  fire  is  released  by  the  enactment  of 
a  valid  ordinance  prohibiting  the  erection  of  a  wooden 
building." 

Illustrations. — A  lessee  covenanted  to  keep  a  gate  "in 
repair."  Some  one  unknown  carried  away  the  gate.  Held, 
that  the  lessee  was  bound  to  replace  it:  Bench  v.  Crnin,  2 
N.  Y.  80;  49  Am.  Dec.  369.  A  lease  stipulated  that  the  lessees 
should  take  the  premises  in  the  condition  they  were  then  in, 
and  that  whatever  work  the  lessees  should  need  and  desire 
should  be  done  by  them  at  their  own  expense.  Held,  that 
under  this  agreement  they  were  not  liable  for  work  done  by 
the  landlord  without  their  request:  Wicker  v.  Lewis,  40  111.  251. 
A  lessee  agreed  to  do  all  the  plumbing,  to  keep  the  sewer  con- 
nections in  repair,  etc.  Certain  repairs  of  this  nature  had 
been  ordered  by  the  board  of  health  before  the  lessee  took  his 
lease.  Held,  that  the  lessor,  having  made  these  repairs  as 
ordered,  could  recover  the  amount  from  the  lessee:  Hull  v. 
Bums,  17  Abb.  N.  C.  317.  The  lessee  covenanted  to  keep  the 
leased  building  in  good  repair  and  condition.  At  the  time  he 
took  possession  the  roof  and  steps  were  in  bad  condition.  The 
lessee  made  such  repairs  only  as  were  required  for  his  own 
comfort,  and  the  steps  became  rotten,  and  the  roof  leaked  so 
as  to  injure  the  walls.  After  the  lessee's  term  expired,  the 
lessor  had  the  roof  shingled,  gutter  repaired,  and  new  steps 
made.  Held,  that  these  were  repairs  within  the  covenant  of 
tlie  lease,  and  that  the  lessee  was  liable  for  the  expense  of 
making  them:  Green  v.  Eden,  2  Thomp.  &  C.  582.     A  lessee 

'  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property,  •  Harris  t>.  Coulbourn,  3  H.irr.  (Del.) 

sec.   31;    Flint    v.    Pierce,    11    R.    I.  338;  Ball  v.  Wyeth,  8  Allen,  275. 

57G;  White  v.  R.  R.    Co.,    17   Hun,  ♦  Ardeaco  Oil  Co.  v.  Richardson,  63 

98.  Pa.  St.  162. 

'  West    V.   Hart,    7    J.    J.   Marsh.  ^  (hordes  v.  MiUer,  39  Mich.  581;  33 

258.  Am.  Rep.  430. 
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was,  by  the  terms  of  his  lease,  to  have  the  use  of  the  premises 
for  fivo  years,  and  in  payment,  was  to  make  certain  repairs 
and  addiiions  complete  within  the  first  two  years;  and  in 
default  of  such  completion,  the  lessor  to  have  the  right  to 
enter  and  expul  the  lessee;  and  the  repairs  being  nearly,  but 
not  quite,  made  within  the  two  years  stipulated,  the  lessor 
expelled  the  lessee.  Helit,  that  the  lessee  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover, at  the  expiration  of  the  five  years,  for  labor  and  materials, 
if  the  real  value  of  his  repairs  exceeded  the  fair  value  of  his 
use  and  occupation  down  to  the  time  he  was  expelled:  Smith  v. 
Neiocastle,  48  N.  H.  70. 


§  2839.  As  to  Use  of  Premises. — In  the  absence  of  an 
express  covenant  on  the  subject,  the  tenant  has  a  right  to 
use  premises  for  any  lawful  purpose  he  pleases,  and  to 
carry  on  therein  any  trade  or  business  which  he  may 
desire.'  So  a  subtenant  may  carry  on  any  legitimate  and 
un harmful  business  he  chooses  which  is  not  prohibited 
by  the  original  lease.^  But  covenants  restricting  tiie  use 
of  the  premises  are  valid,  and  run  with  the  land."  In- 
junction will  lie  to  prevent  a  lessee  or  his  assignees  from 
converting  the  demised  premises  to  uses  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  lease,  or  making  material  altera- 
tions for  such  purposes.*  A  covenant  in  restraint  of  any 
beneficial  use  of  the  property  will  not  be  implied  from  a 
mere  provision  for  a  particular  use,  in  the  absence  of  re- 
strictive words;®  nor  will  a  covenant  forbidding  one  use 
of  the  premises  by  implication  forbid  a  different  use  not 


1  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
97;  Nave  r.  Berry,  22  Ala.  382.  Parol 
evidence  of  an  express  notice  by  the 
lessor  at  the  time  of  the  lease  against 
certain  uses  of  the  premises  is  admis- 
sible wl)en  the  lease  is  silent  as  to  such 
uses:  N.  O.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Darms,  30  La. 
Ann.  7(3(5. 

■^Taylor  v.  Owen,  2  Blackf.  301;  20 
Am.  Dec.  115. 

'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
97.  See  nnfe,  Title  Real  Property, 
§  2S39,  Covenants  as  to  Use  of  Prem- 
ises. 

*  Maddox  v.  White,  4  Md.  72;    and 


see  note  to  this  case  in  59  Am.  Dec. 
70-72;  Stewart  v.  Winters,  4  Sand. 
Ch.  587.  An  injunction  by  the  lessor 
restraining  a  lessee  from  the  use  of 
the  demised  premises  gives  him  a 
cause  of  action  against  his  lessor 
which  accrues  upon  the  service  of  tlie 
injunction,  and  not  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  injunction  suit:  Madox  v. 
Humphries,  24  Tex.  195. 

*  Brugman  v.  Noyes,  6  Wis.  1 ;  Reed 
».  Lewis,  74  Ind.  433;  39  Am.  Rep. 
88;  Burr  v.  Spencer,  26  Conn.  163;  68 
Am.  Dec.  379.  Contra,  Deforest  v. 
Bryae,  1  HUt.  46. 
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inconsistent  with  the  forbidden  use.'  A  demise  of  farm- 
ing lands  iini)lies  a  covenant  that  they  shall  be  used  as 
such,'  and  a  lease  of  a  mining  privilege  confers  no  rights 
to  use  the  land  for  any  purpose  except  as  incident  to  the 
mining  right.'  But  an  implied  contract  on  the  part  of  a 
lessee  to  make  brick  is  no^  created  by  the  Imse  of  a  brick- 
yard.* 

A  covenant  not  to  carry  on  any  trade  or  business  is 
broken  by  the  use  of  the  premises  as  a  private  hospital;' 
or  for  a  charity,  where  a  small  compensation  is  charged;" 
or  for  a  school;^  or  a  boarding-house;^  or  a  public-house.' 
A  covenant  not  to  exercise  the  trade  of  a  butcher  is 
broken  by  selling  meat,  though  the  animals  are  slaugh- 
tered elsewhere;'"  or  though  the  contract  of  sale  is  made 
off  of  the  premises,  if  the  meat  is  exposed  for  sale 
thereon."  A  covenant  not  to  occupy  as  a  jobber  is  broken 
by  the  occupancy  as  an  auctioneer.'*  A  covenant  to  keep 
the  premises  clean,  and  not  to  occupy  them  as  a  saloon  or 
a  meat  market,  forbids  their  use  for  any  foul  or  unclean 
occupation.''  One  who  hires  a  house  for  the  storage 
of  furniture,  and  in  violation  of  his  contract  places 
therein  other  heavy  articles,  by  which  the  destruction  of 
the  building  is  shown  to  have  been  caused,  is  liable  in 
damages.'*    The  use,  for  the  manufacture  of  caps,  of  prem- 


'  Simons  v.  Farren,  1  Bing.  N.  C. 
126;  Pease  v.  Coates,  L.  R.  2.Kq.  688; 
London  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Oarnett,  L. 
R.  9  Eq.  26;  Holt  v.  Collyer,  L.  R.  16 
Ch.  Div.  718;  Jones  v.  Bone,  L.  R.  9 
Eq.  674;  Hickman  v.  Isaacs,  4  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  285;  Jones  «.  Thorne,  1  Barn.  & 
C.  715;  Wilkinson  v,  Rogers,  2  De 
Gex.  J.  &  S.  62. 

•'  Walker  r.  Tucker.  70  111.  527. 

'  Harlow  v.  Lake  Superior  Iron  Co., 
36  Mich,  105;  Fire  Brick  Co.  v.  Pond, 
38  Oliio  St.  65.  See  Burr  v.  Spencer, 
26  Conn.  159;  68  Am.  Dec.  379;  Brain- 
ard  t.  Arnold,  27  Conn.  617. 

*  Smiley  v.  McLauthlin,  138  Mass. 
363. 

*  Bramwell  v.  Lacv,  L.  R.  10  Ch.  Div. 
691;  27  Week.  Rep.  463.     But  aliter 


as  to  a  private  lunatic  asylum:  Weth- 
erellr.  Bird,  2  Ad.  &  E.  161. 

«  Rolls  V.  Miller,  L.  R.  25  Ch.  Div. 
206;  L.  R.  27  Ch.  Div.  71. 

'  Wilkinson  v.  Webster,  6  El.  &  B. 
387;  Johnstone  v.  Hall,  2  Kay  &  J. 
414;  Kemp  v.  Sober,  J  Sim.,  N.  S., 
517;  Bish  v.  Keeling,  1  Maule  &  S. 
95. 

«  Gannett  v.  Albree,  103  Mass.  372. 

•  Bray  v.  Fogarty,  4  Ired.  Eq.  544. 

*°  Gaskell  v.  Spry,  1  Barn.  &  Aid. 
617. 

"  Davis  V.  Eslam,  Moody  &  M.  189. 

"  Steward  v.  Winters,  4  Sand.  Ch. 
587. 

"  Clementson  v.  Gleason,  36  Minn. 
102. 

>*  Brooks  V.  Clifton,  22  Ark.  54. 
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ises  leased  "  to  be  occupied  for  the  same  purposes  they 
now  are,"  and  whiclj  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  the 
lease  for  the  manufacture  of  carpet-bags,  is  not  an  altera- 
tion in  the  occupation.*  A  covenant  to  use  a  house  as  a 
private  house  only  is  not  broken  by  an  auction  sale  on 
the  prcinisos  ot  the  furniture  belonging  to  the  house.'  A 
covenant  to  use  the  premises  for  a  particular  purpose  is 
not  broken  by  a  partial  non-user.' 

A  lessee,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  to  that  effect, 
or  of  an  express  permission  from  his  lessor,  has  no  right 
to  make  alterations  in  the  demised  premises,  as,  for  ex- 
ample, taking  down  partitions.*  But  he  may  remove  an 
obstruction  injurious  to  his  use  of  the  premises.*  The 
erection,  on  the  sidewalk,  of  a  permanent  awning,  screwed 
to  the  house,  is  a  violation  of  a  covenant  not  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  house."  So  is  the  erection  of  buildings 
on  the  premises.'  Even  where  the  lease  authorizes  the 
lessee  to  make  inside  alterations  as  he  might  think  proper, 
provided  the  same  do  not  injure  the  premises,  while  the 
clause  authorizes  alterations  which  in  point  of  law,  and 
technically,  would  be  waste,  yet  they  must  be  such  acts 
only  as  are  unaccompanied  with  actual  injury  to  the 
premises;  and  the  acts  of  alteration  must  not  be  wanton 
and  capricious,  but  must  be  made  with  a  purpose  to  facil- 
itate the  transaction  of  the  lessee's  business."  Where,  for 
eight  years,  a  lessor  acquiesces  in  the  tenant's  use  of  the 
premises  as  an  apartment-house  by  accepting  rent  with- 
out objection,  it  is  then  too  late  to  insist  that  because  of 
such  use  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease  may  be  insisted  on.' 

Illustrations. — A  lease  contained  the  covenant  that  "in  case 
the  lessee  should  suffer  or  permit  more  than  one  family  to  every 
hundred  acres  to  reside  on,  use,  or  occupy  any  part  of  the  prem- 

*  Shumway  v.  Collins,  6  Gray,  227.  *  Trenor  v.   Jackson,  15  Abb.  Pr., 

»  Reeves   i?.  Cattell,  24  Week.  Rep.  N.  S.,  115. 

485.  '  Whitwell  v.  Harris,  106  Mass.  532. 

"  Croft  V.  Lumley,  6  H.  L.  Cas.  672.  *  Agate  v.  Lowenbein,  57  N.  Y.  604. 

«  Agate  V.  Lowenheiii,  57  N.  Y.  604.  »  Smith  v.  St.  Philip's  Cliurch,  107 

*>  Bryan  v.  French,  20  La.  Ana.  366.  N.  Y.  610. 
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ises,  the  lease  should  be  void,"  etc.  Held,  that  lotting  parts  of 
the  premises  to  persons  for  a  year  to  cultivate  for  shares  con- 
stituted such  persons  tenants;  and  there  being  more  than  one 
such  tenant  to  each  hundred  acres,  the  lease  became  thereby 
void:  Jackson  v.  Brorvnell,  1  Jolins.  267;  3  Am.  Dec.  326.  A 
provision  in  a  lease  of  a  room  in  a  Masonic  temple  was  against 
;vny  use  that  should  make  the  risk  from  fire  "above  ordinary  or 
ooinmon."  Held,  to  refer  to  the  eatiniate  of  risks  by  insurers,  and 
to  entitle  the  lessor  to  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  assignee  of 
the  lessee  from  introducing,-  a  caloric  engine  into  tiio  premises: 
Nova  etc.  Lodge  v.  White,  2  Oin.  Rep.  6.  A  lease  contained  a 
covenant  by  the  lessee  not  to  allow  any  house  on  the  land  de- 
mised to  be  used  as  a  *'  beer-shop."  The  lessee  carried  on  the 
trade  of  a  grocer  in  a  house  on  the  demised  premises  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother.  The  brother  took  out  an  excise  license 
to  sell  beer  at  the  house  by  retail,  to  be  consumed  off  the  prem- 
ises, and  did  so  sell  beer  there.  Held,  a  breach  of  the  covenant: 
Bishop  of  St.  Albana  v.  Battershy,  26  Week,  Rep.  679.  A  lessee 
covenanted  to  use  the  premises  only  to  keep  a  lager-beer  saloon, 
and  after  the  beginning  of  the  term  fitted  up  a  restaurant 
tliereon  at  considerable  expense,  and  with  no  objection  from  the 
lessor,  although  the  lessor's  representative  under  a  power  of 
attorney  knew  thereof.  Held,  that  the  covenant  must  be 
deemed  to  have  been  waived  in  that  regard:  Malley  v.  Thal- 
lieimer,  44  Conn.  41.  One  leased  a  mill  for  ten  years,  with 
option  to  purchase  it  within  three  years,  and  on  the  same  day 
executed  a  separate  agreement  not  to  use  it  for  making  packing- 
boxes,  except  for  certain  parties,  but  within  three  years  took  an 
absolute  conveyance  of  the  mill.  Held,  that  the  restriction 
upon  such  manufacture  terminated  with  the  lease:  Buffum  v. 
Breed,  116  Mass.  582. 

§  2840.  To  Pay  Taxes  and  Assessments. — The  cove- 
nant to  pay  taxes  and  assessments  will  be  implied  as 
against  the  lessor.*  But  the  law  treats  the  tenant  as  the 
person  primarily  liable  for  taxes  and  assessments  on  the 
premises,  and  the  tenant,  when  called  upon,  has  a  right  to 
pay  them,  making  them  a  charge  against  the  rent  due  or 
to  be  due.*  The  lessee  may  bind  himself  by  covenant  to 
pay  taxes,  assessments,  or  other  charges  on  the  property, 
but  his  liability  in  such  case  must  not  be  extended  beyond 

*  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property,  *  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 

■ec.  30;  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Ten-  sees.  lUl,  342;  1  Schouler  on  PersonU 

ant,  sees.  341,  .342.  Property,  sec.  30. 
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tho  roasonnblo  moaning  of  the  terms  employed.'  A  cov- 
enant to  puy  taxes,  in  u  lease  of  a  part  of  an  estate,  binds 
tlie  lessee  to  pay  a  proportional  part  of  taxes  assessed  to 
the  entire  estate.'  The  covenant  includes  such  assess- 
ments only  as  are  valid,  or  such  as  can  be  legally  enforced 
against  the  lessor,  or  against  the  property.'  But  it  in- 
cludes not  only  such  charges  as  may  be  imposed  by  laws 
then  in  force,  but  also  such  as  may  be  authorized  by  laws 
afterwards  enacted,*  and  likewise  taxes  for  the  last  year  of 
the  term,  if  assessed  before  the  expiration  of  the  lease, 
though  not  levied  till  after  that  day.*  A  covenant  to  pay 
"  all  taxes,  general  and  special,"  assessed  against  certain 
property,  prima  facie  includes  an  assessment  levied  on 
the  property  to  pay  for  the  reconstruction,  or  the  paving 
or  grading  of  an  adjoining  street.'  Assessments  for  pav- 
ing of  streets  are  not  embraced  in  "  taxes  and  other  pub- 
lic dues  in  any  manner  accruing."'  A  stipulation  in  a 
lease  of  city  lots  that  the  lessee  should  "  pay  all  assess- 
ments whatsoever  levied,"  etc.,  on  the  premises,  does  not 
bind  him  to  pay  state,  county,  and  city  taxes  for  general 
purposes.*    A  lessee  is  not  entitled   to  a  proportionate 

'  Trinity  Church  r.  Higgins,  48  N.  Mass.  187.     And  although  the  work 

Y.  532.  Compare  Sapsfordv.  Fletcher,  was  done  before  the  commencement 

4  Term  Bep.  611;  Garner  v.  Hannah,  of  their  term,  the  certificate    having 

6  Duer,  262;  Wall  v.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  been  issued  and  the  amount  thereof 

256;  64  Am.  Dec.  64;  Paul  v.  Chicker-  inserted  in  the  assessment  roll  during' 

ing,  117  Mass.   265;    Boone  on  Real  the  term:  Shepurdson  v,   Elmore,  19 

Property,    sec.  103;  Love  v.  Howard,  Wis.  424.     But  not,  it  seems,  where 

6  B.  I.  116;  Codman  v.  Johnson,  104  the  tax  is  novel  and  extraordinary  in 

Mass.  491;  Shepardson  V.  Elmore,  19  its  character,  and  could  not  have  been 


Wis.  424;  Jeffrey  v.   Neals,  L.  R.  6 
Com.  P.  240.     ~ 


in  the  contemplation  of  the  partius 
The  covenant  includes    when  the  covenant  was  made:    Love 

V.  Howard,  6  R.  L  116;  Second  Uni- 

versalist  Society  v.  Providence,  6  R.  I. 

235. 

^  Waterman  r.     Harkness,    2  Mo. 

Wilkinson  v.   Libbey,   1 


water  taxes:  Garner  v.  Hannah,  6  Duer, 
262;  Hackett  v.  Richards,  3  B.  D. 
Smith,  13. 

*  WaU  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  Deo.  65:  Codman  v.  Allen,  9  App.  494; 
Allen,  336.  The  lessor  may  prove  a  AUen,  376. 
usage  to  apportion  the  taxes  among  '  Thomas  v.  Hooker- Col ville  Pump 
the  different  tenants  according  to  the  Co.,  22  Mo.  App.  8;  Cassady  v.  Hani- 
amount  of  rent  paid  by  each:    Amory  mer,  62  Iowa,  369. 

V.  Melvin,  112  Mass.  83.  '  Boiling  r.  Stokes,  2  Leigh,  178;  21 

>  Clark  V.  Coolidge,  8  Ean.  189.  Am.  Deo.  606;  Twyoross  v.  R.  R.  Co., 

♦  Post  V.  Kearney,  2  N.  Y.  394;  61  10  Gray,  293. 

Am.  Dec.    303;    Kearney  v.   Post,    1  '  Stephani  v.  Catholic  Bishop,  2  Ill< 

Sand.  105;  Walker  v.  Whittemore,  112  App.  249. 
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return  of  taxes  paid  by  him  to  the  Itssor,  although  tho 
prcn\ise8  are  aftorwards,  and  during  the  year  for  which 
the  taxea  are  assessed,  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  lease 
thereby  terminated.'  So  a  sale  of  the  premises  by  tho 
lessor  after  the  term  has  been  brought  to  a  close  by  lire, 
and  upon  due  notice,  does  not  affect  the  lessee's  cove- 
nant.' Although  a  lessor  accepting  rent  after  the  failure 
of  the  lessee  to  pay  taxes  waives  his  right  to  claim  a  for- 
feiture for  such  failure,  the  continued  failure  to  pay  the 
taxes  within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  receipt  of  the  rent 
by  the  lessor  occasions  a  new  forfeiture.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  lease,  in  1874,  for  ten  years  stipulated  that 
the  lessee  should  pay  taxes  in  addition  to  rent.  During  the 
terra,  the  lessor  agreed  orally  that  if  the  lessee  would  pay  rent 
promptly,  he  would  assume  the  taxes.  Two  months  after  pay- 
ing the  taxes  for  1882,  the  lessor  notified  the  lessee  that  unless 
he  would  renew  the  lease,  he  would  be  called  upon  for  taxes  of 
that  year.  The  lessee  refused  to  renew.  Held,  that  he  was 
liable  to  the  lessor  for  taxes  of  1882:  Bowditch  v.  Chickeringf 
139  Mass.  283.  A  sale  was  made  of  the  tenant's  leasehold  in- 
terest by  virtue  of  a  warrant  for  collection  of  his  unpaid  resi- 
due of  an  assessment.  Held,  to  be  no  breach  of  his  covenant 
to  pay  the  taxes:  Goode  v.  Huehle,  23  Mich.  30. 

§  2841.  Oovenant  to  Insure. — A  covenant  to  insure  is 
never  implied,  but  must  be  expressed.*  And  an  agree- 
ment, in  a  lease  of  a  building,  to  insure  is  presumed  to 
mean  an  insurance  against  fire.'  The  covenant  is  broken 
by  the  tenant's  delaying  to  insure,  however  short  a  time.' 
The  neglect  of  the  lessee  to  procure  insurance  as  cove- 
nanted renders  him  liable  for  all  damages  sustained.' 
A  fire  policy  taken  by  the  lessor  in  his  own  behalf  does 
not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  a  tenant  who  is  bound  by 
covenant  to  rebuild;'  nor  is  the  realization  of  the  money 


1  Wood  V.  Bogle,  115  Mass.  30. 
'  Paul  V.  Chickering,  117  Mass.  266. 
'  Conger  v.  Duryee,  24  Hun,  617. 
*  Sehouler  on    Personal    Property, 
lec.  32. 
"  Rhone  v.  Oale,  12  Minn.  54. 


'  Dore  V.  Peck,  1  Barn.  &  Adol.  428; 
Gregory  v.  Wilson,  9  Hare,  683. 

'  Post,  §  2880,  Damages. 

•  Lovett  V.  United  States,  9  Ct.  of 
CI.  479;  Ely  v.  Ely,  80  lU.  532;  Leeda 
«.  Cheetham,  1  Sim.  146. 
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thereon  by  the  lessor  a  defense  to  an  express  covenant  by 
the  tenant  to  pay  rent.'  Under  a  lease  providing  that  the 
lessee  shall  keep  the  building  insured  "  by  policies,  in  the 
name  of  the  lessor,  or  assigned  to  her,"  equity  will  not 
decree  a  forfeiture,  where  the  policies  are  kept  in  the 
name  of  the  lessee,  but  will  regard  them  as  held  in  trust.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  lease  provided  that  the  lessee  should  pay 
all  extra  insurance  occasioned  by  any  use  to  which  he  might 
put  the  premises.  He  paid  a  certain  sura  to  the  lessoi  for  extra 
insurance  for  a  certain  year,  and  took  a  receipt "  in  full  settle- 
ment of  all  extra  insurance."  During  the  year  the  companies 
all  failed,  and  the  lessor  reinsured,  and  paid  a  further  sum  as 
extra  insurance.  Held,  that  the  lessee  was  not  liable  therefor: 
Quincy  v.  Carpenter,  135  Mass.  102.  A  lessee  for  a  term  of 
years  covenanted  to  keep  the  premises  insured  for  a  certain 
sum  during  the  term,  in  companies  approved  by  the  lessor,  the 
lease  to  be  forfeited  on  his  neglect.  Held,  that  the  lessee  might 
take  out  the  insurance  on  the  property  for  the  benefit  of  both 
lessor  and  lessee,  according  to  their  respective  interests,  and 
was  not  bound  to  renew  a  policy  previously  taken  out  by  the 
lessor  on  his  own  interest  merely:  Sherwood  v.  Harral,  39  Conn. 
333. 

§  2842.  To  Redeliver  Possession. — A  covenant  to  "re- 
deliver or  restore  the  property  in  the  same  condition  or 
plight"  (or  other  words  of  like  import)  do  not  bind 
the  tenant  to  rebuild,  iu  case  of  casual  consumption  by 
fire.  Such  a  covenant  amounts  to  an  a,ujreement  to  take 
ordinary,  reasonable  care  of  the  property,  according  to 
its  nature,  and  to  surrender  possession  at  the  expiration 
of  the  term.'  But  whatever  repairs  are  necessary  to  keep 
the  premises  in  such  condition  and  order  must  be  made 
by  the  lessee.*  A  covenant  to  deliver  the  premises,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term,  in  good,  tenantable  repair,  in 
every  respect,  binds  the  covenantor  to  restore  the  premises 


'  Busmana  v.  Ganster,  72  Pa.  St. 
285;  Magaw  v.  Lambert,  3  Pa.  St. 
444.  See  Kingabury  v.  Westfall,  61 
N.  Y.  356. 

'  Eberts  v.  Fisher,  54  Mich.  294. 

*  Levey  v.    Dyess,    51    Misa.    501;    Schmidt  v.  Petit,  I  McAr.  179 
Miller  v.  Morria,  55  Tex.  412;  40  Am.        *  Jaques  v.  Gould,  4  Ciub.  384. 


Deo.  814;  Ho'-ie'rh  v.  Anderson,  27 
Tex.  557;  78  Am.  Dec.  5:>9;  Moss  v. 
Old  Doiiiinioa  Iroa  Co.,  75  Va.  95; 
Moore  v.  Townseud,  33  N.  J.  L.  284; 
Hess  V.  Newcomber,  7  Md.  325.   Contra, 
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in  such  tenantable  condition,  without  reference  to  the 
condition  in  which  he  received  them.'  A  covenant  to 
surrender  the  demised  premises,  "and  all  the  improve- 
ments that  may  be  placed  thereon  by  the  said"  lessees, 
"and  all  of  which  are  to  be  surrendered  up  in  as  good 
state  and  condition  as  reasonable  use  and  wear  thereof 
will  permit,  damages  by  the  elements  excepted,"  embraces 
all  additions,  erections,  or  alterations  made  by  the  tenants 
during  the  term,  and  these  become  the  property  of  the 
lessors.^ 

§  2843.  Not  to  Assigpi  or  Sublet. — A  covenant  fre- 
quently inserted  in  leases  is  the  covenant  not  to  assign 
or  sublet  without  the  consent  of  the  lessor.'  Covenants  or 
conditions  in  restraint  of  alienation  in  leases  for  lives  or 
yf.ars  are  valid.  Nevertheless  such  covenants  are  not 
regarded  with  favor  by  the  courts,  and  will  be  construed 
strictly  against  the  lessor,  and  liberally  in  favor  of  the 
lessee.'  The  covenant  not  to  assign  is  not  broken  by 
underletting  the  premises;"  nor  by  a  deposit  of  the  lease 
as  security  for  a  debt;^  nor  a  devise  of  the  term;'  nor  by 
an  assignment  by  a  decree  in  bankruptcy;'  nor  by  a  sale 


1  Brashear  v.  Chandler,  6  T.  B.  Men. 
150.  But  see  (^  >pinger  v.  Armstrong, 
8  III.  App.  210.  Leaving  nine  horse- 
cart  ?oada  of  rubbish  on  the  demised 
premises  was  held  to  be  no  breach  of 
the  tenant's  agreement  peaceably  to 
yield  up,  etc.,  in  good,  tenantable  re- 
pair: Thorndike  v.  Burrage,  111  Mass. 
531. 

'  French  v.  New  York,  29  Barb. 
'6&',i;  New  York  v.  Exchange  etc.  Ins. 
Co.,  9Bo8W.  424;  New  Yorku.  Hamil- 
ton etc.  Ins.  Co.,  10  Bosw.  537. 

^  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  32. 

♦  De  Peyster  v.  Michael,  6  N.  Y. 
4G7;  57  Am.  Dec.  470;  Lear.  Hoague, 
1  Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas.,  sec.  G07. 

"Smith  V.  Putnam,  3  Pick.  223; 
Boyd  V.  Fraternity  Ass'n,  16  111.  App. 
574;  Livingston  v.  Stickles,  7  Uill,  253; 


8  Paige,  404;  Cooney  v.  Hayes,  40  Vt. 
478;  94  Am.  Dec.  425;  Bockover  v. 
Post,  25  N.  J.  L.  285. 

•Den  V.  Post,  25  N.  J.  L.  285; 
Spear  w.  Fuller,  8  N.  H.  174;  28  Am. 
Dec.  391;  Hargrave  v.  King,  5  Ired. 
Eq.  430;  McKildoe  v.  Darracott,  13 
Gratt.  278. 

'  Doev.  Hogg,  4Dowl.  &  R.  226;  Doe 
V.  Beavan,  2  Maule  &  S.  353;  Riggs 
V.  Pursell,  66  N.  Y.  193.  But  see 
Becker  v.  Werner,  98  Pa.  St.  555. 

«  Fox  V.  Swan,  Styles,  482. 

•  Miteherson  v.  Heu»on,  8  Term 
Rep.  57;  Yarnold  v.  Morehouse,  I 
Russ.  &  M.  364;  Jackson  v.  Corlis,  7 
Johns.  531.  But  alUer,  where  the 
covenant  expressly  covers  such  an 
assignment:  Boone  on  Real  Property, 
Beo.  102. 
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upon  execution;^  nor  by  a  void  assignment;'  nor  by  a 
mere  change  in  the  business  firm  of  the  lessees  incident 
tc  the  admission  of  a  new  partner  or  the  withdrawal  of 
an  old  one.'  Where  a  lease  is  made  to  one  and  his  as- 
signs, a  condition  against  assigning  is  repugnant  and 
void.*  An  assignment  has  been  held  not  a  breach  of  a 
covenant  not  to  let  or  underlet,*  and  the  lessee's  agree- 
ment to  allow  a  third  person  to  place  a  sign  upon  the 
outside  wall  of  a  leased  building,  for  a  certain  time,  in 
consideration  of  an  annual  payment,  creates  a  license 
merely,  and  is  not  a  breach  of  a  covenant  not  to  underlet 
any  part  of  the  premises."  The  lessor  may  waive  the 
condition.'  On  a  covenant  that  the  lessee  shall  not  assign 
without  the  consent  of  the  lessor,  such  license,  once  given, 
removes  the  restriction  forever." 


§  2844.  Assignment  of  Lease  —  Distingnished  from 
Sublease. — Unless  restrained  by  his  lease,  a  tenant  for 
years  may  assign  over  his  interest,  whether  the  term  is  in 
possession  or  is  to  commence  infuturo.'  To  constitute  an 
assignment,  the  entire  interest  of  the  lessee  in  all  the 
premises  included  in  the  assignment  must  pass  to  the  as- 
signee." Where  the  lessor  leases  a  part  of  the  premises 
to  another  for  the  remainder  of  his  term,  with  easements 
in  the  other  part,  this  is  an  under-lease,  and  not  an  assign- 
ment."   So  is  a  lease  by  the  lessee  for  the  unexpired  term 


1  Smith  V.  Putnam,  3  Pick.  223; 
Weil  V.  Raymond,  142  Mass.  206; 
Jackson  v.  Kipp,  3  Wend.  230; 
Munkwitz  v.  Uhlig,  64  Wis.  380. 

«  Doe  V.  Powell.  5  Barn.  &  C.  308. 

»  Roosevelt  v.  Hopkins,  .33  N.  Y.  81. 

*  Burton  on  Real  Property,  sec.  852; 
Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  102. 

*  Lynde  v.  Hough,  27  Barb.  415; 
But  see  Den  v.  Post,  25  N.  J.  L.  285. 

*  Lowell  V.  Strahan,  145  Mass.  1; 
1  Am.  St.  Rep.  422. 

'  Porter  v.  Merrell,  124  Mass.  634. 

*  Chipman  v.  Emeric,  5  Cal.  49;  63 
Am.  Dec.  80. 

•Robinson  ».    Perry,   21   Ga.   183; 


68  Am.  Dec.  455;  Roberts  v.  Oeis,  2 
Daly,  535;  Cooney  v.  Hayes,  40  Vt. 
478;  94  Am.  Dec.  425;  Garner  v. 
Byard,  23  Ga.  289;  68  Am.  Dec.  527; 
Crommelin  v.  Theiss,  31  Ala.  412;  70 
Anj.  Dec.  497;  Nave  v.  Berry,  22  Ala. 
383;  Gould  v.  Eagle  Creek  Dist.,  8 
Minn.  627;  Dworak  v.  Graves,  16  Neb. 
706. 

'•  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Gallup,  5  Denio, 
454;  Ind.  etc.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Ind. 
281;  Childs  v.  Clark,  3  Barb.  Ch.  52; 
49  Am.  Dec.  165.  See  Post  v.  Kear- 
ney, 2  N.  Y.  394;  51  Am.  Dec.  303. 

"  McNeil  t>.  Kendall,  128  Mass.  245; 
,35  Am.  Rep.  373. 
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at  a  larger  rent,  and  reserving  the  right  of  re-entry.* 
While  the  assignment  of  a  lease  carries  the  whole  interest 
in  the  term,  an  under-lease  still  reserves  to  the  lessee 
some  portion,  however  small,  of  that  interest.'  An  agree- 
ment whereby  a  lessee  sells  to  another  the  right  to  use 
and  possess  real  estate  as  long  as  the  lessee  could,  the 
rent  to  be  paid  to  the  latter,  and  he  to  pay  the  lessor,  is 
an  assignment  of  the  lease.'  If  he  parts  with  his  entire 
interest,  he  makes  a  complete  assignment;  if  he  transfers 
his  entire  interest  in  a  part  of  the  premises,  he  makes  an 
assignment  pro  tanto}  And  although  the  instrument  may 
be  in  form  a  sublease,  yet  if  it  conveys  tho  whole  estate, 
it  will  operate  as  an  assignment."  But  if  the  lessee  retains 
a  reversion  in  himself,  he  has  made  a  sublease." 


§  2845.  Assignment — Form  of — Rights  and  Liabilities 
of  Parties. — No  set  form  of  words  is  essential  to  effect  the 
transfer,  provided  only  that  the  intention  of  the  parties 
be  sufficiently  shown;'  nor  need  a  consideration  be  ex- 
pressed.' The  grant  of  bis  entire  estate  by  a  lessee 
amounts  to  an  assignment  of  the  lease,  whether  the  in- 
strument be  in  form  a  lease  or  in  terms  an  assignment.' 
Where  the  lease  is  required  by  the  statute  of  frauds  to  be 
by  deed  or  in  writing,  an  assignment  of  it  must  be  by  an 
instrument  of  as  high  a  character.^"  A  lessee  remains  lia- 
ble on  his  covenants  and  on  his  express  agreement  to  pay 
rent,  notwithstanding  he  may  have  assigned  his  lease  with 


1  Townsend  r.  Read,  15  Abb.  N.  C. 
285. 

*  I  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
Bee.  36. 

^  Indianapolis  etc.  Union  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  45  Ind.  281. 

*  Woodhull  V.  Rosenthal,  61  N.  Y. 
391. 

*  Bedford  v.  Terhune,  30  N.  Y.  457; 
86  Am.  Dec.  394;  McNeil  v.  Kendall, 
128  Mass.  245;  35  Am.  Rep.  373;  Par- 
menter  v.  Webber,  8  Taunt.  593;  Lang- 
fonl  V.  Selmes,  3  Kay  &  J.  229. 

« Woodhull  V.  Roaeathal,  61  N.  Y. 


391;  Collins  v.  Hasbrouck.  56  N.  Y. 
157;  15  Am.  Rep.  407;  Smiley  v.  Van 
Winkle,  6  Cal.  605;  Constantine  v. 
Wake,  1  Sweeny,  239;  Davis  v.  Morris, 
36  N.  Y.  569.  See  Martin  v.  O'Connor, 
43  Barb.  522. 

'  Parmenter  v.  Webber,  8  Taunt. 
593. 

«Peabody  v.  Fenton,  3  Barb.  Ch. 
451. 

•Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  101. 

'»  Hess  V.  Fox,  10  Wend.  437;  Bridg- 
man  v.  Tileston,  5  Allen,  371;  Brewer 
V.  Dyer,  7  Cush.  337. 
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the  lessor's  assent,'  and  the  lessor  has  accepted  rent  from 
the  assignee."  But  where  the  obligation  of  the  lessee  to 
pay  rent  is  only  that  which  is  implied  by  law  from  his 
occupation  of  the  premises,  his  assignment  of  the  lease 
and  surrender  of  possession  to  the  assignee  with  the 
assent  of  the  lessor  extinguishes  the  privity  of  estate 
between  the  lessor  and  lessee,  and  the  consequent  implied 
liability  of  the  lessee  to  pay  rent.'  And  the  assent  of  the 
lessor  to  such  assignment,  in  the  absence  of  anything 
appearing  to  the  contrary,  may  be  implied  from  his 
charging  the  rent  to  the  new  tenant  and  accepting  pay- 
ment thereof  from  him.*  A  lessee  can  recover  rent  from 
the  assignee  only  when  he  himself  has  paid  the  rent  to 
the  lessor.* 

An  assignee  of  a  lease,  by  accepting  the  assignment 
thereof,  takes  it  subject  to  all  the  covenants  running  with 
the  land  and  the  payment  of  the  rent  which  shall  there- 
after become  due.*  But  the  assignee  may  exonerate  him- 
self from  further  liability  by  assigning  to  another,  though 
the  latter  be  a  beggar,  provided  the  possession  be  relin- 
quished, and  the  assignment  not  colorable  merely/  Where 
one  not  the  lessee  of  premises  is  found  in  possession 
thereof,  the  presumption  is  that  he  holds  as  assignee  of 


'  Farrington  v.  Kimball,  126  Mass. 
313;  30  Am.  Rep.  680;  Fletcher  v.  Mc- 
Farlane,  12  Mass.  43;  House  v.  Burr, 
24  Barb.  525;  Port  v.  Jackson,  17 
Johns.  237;  Gordon  v.  George,  12  Ind. 
408;  Greenleaf  v.  Allen,  127  Mass.  248; 
Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64  Am. 
Dec.  64;  Oswald  v.  Fralenberg,  36 
Minn.  270;  Washington  Gas  Co.  t». 
Johnson,  123  Pa.  St.  676;  10  Am.  St. 
Kep.  553. 

» Lodge  V.  White,  30  Ohio  St.  569; 
27  Am.  Rep.  492;  Taylor  v.  De  Bus, 
31  Ohio  St.  468;  Sutliff  v.  Atwood,  15 
Ohio  St.  194;  Bailey  v.  Wells,  8  Wis. 
141;  76  Am.  Dec.  233;  Fisher  v.  Milli- 
ken,  8  Fa.  St.  Ill;  49  Am.  Dec.  497. 

*  Lodge  V.  White,  30  Ohio  St.  569; 
27  Am.  Rep.  492;  Harvey  v.  McGrew, 


44  Tex.  412;  Moale  v.  Tyson,  2  Har.  & 
M.  387;  Tate  v.  McCormick,  23  Hun, 
220. 

*  Lodge  V.  White,  30  Ohio  St.  569; 
27  Am.  Rep.  492. 

^  Farrington  v.  Kimball,  126  Mass. 
313;  30  Am.  Rep.  680. 

« Graves  v.  Porter,  11  Barb.  592; 
Cox  V.  Fenwick,  4  Bibb,  538;  McCor- 
mick V.  Young,  2  Dana,  294;  Blake  v. 
Sanderson,  1  Gray,  332;  Journedy  v. 
Brackley,  1  Hilt.  447;  Overman  v.  San- 
born, 27  Vt.  54;  Stewart  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
102  N.  Y.  601;  55  Am.  Rep.  844; 
Smith  V.  Briuker,  17  Mo.  148;  57  Am. 
Dec.  265. 

'  Childs  V.  Clark,  3  Barb.  Ch.  52;  49 
Am.  Dec.  164;  Johnson  v.  Sherman, 
15  Cal.  287;  76  Am.  Dec.  481. 
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the  lessee.'  Assignees  of  undivided  and  unequal  inter- 
ests in  a  lease  are  jointly  and  severally  liable  on  the  cove- 
nants to  repair  and  to  deliver  up  in  good  condition  at  the 
end  of  the  term.'  Where  several  persons  hold  the  entire 
interest  of  the  original  lessee  of  premises,  not  as  joint 
purchasers,  but  by  separate  deeds  of  assignment,  each  of 
them  an  undivided  interest,  they  are  not  jointly  liable 
to  the  lessor  for  the  whole  rent.  Each  assignee  is  sever- 
ally liable  for  a  part  only,  according  to  his  interest  in  the 
premises  as  compared  with  the  whole  interest  under 
the  lease.'  An  assignee  cannot  be  held  liable  for  rent 
for  a  breach  of  covenant  committed  before  he  became 
such.*  An  assignment  of  all  the  right,  title,  and  inter- 
est of  the  lessee  conveys  his  right  to  compensation  for 
new  erections  on  the  land  covenanted  by  the  lease  to  be 
paid  for  by  the  lessor;  for  such  a  covenant  runs  with  the 
land.'  The  assignment  of  a  lease  aa  collateral  security 
for  a  loan  does  not  entitle  the  assignee  to  the  possession 
of  the  demised  premises,  except  upon  a  breach  of  the 
agreement;  and  he  is  not  liable  to  the  reversioner  on  the 
ground  of  privity  of  contract,  but  by  privity  of  estate,  or 
the  actual  occupation  and  beneficial  enjoyment.'  A  lessee 
of  land  who  has  not  paid  the  rent  reserved  in  the  lease 
cannot  maintain  an  action  against  an  assignee  of  the  lease 
for  such  rent.''  An  estate  to  arise  in  future  cannot  be 
tacked  to  the  estate  of  a  lessee  who  has  assigned  his 
whole  term  so  as  to  create  a  reversion  in  him,  and  estab- 
lish the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  between  him  and 
the  assignee,  so  far  as  strictly  reversionary  rights  are  con- 


1  Ecker  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Mo.  App. 
22c.;  Eblin  «.  Fuylein,  2  Mo.  App. 
252. 

^  Cobu-n  V.  Goodall,  72  Cal.  498. 

»Babcock  V.  Scovilles,  56  111.  461; 
St.  Louis  Public  Schools  v.  Ina.  Co.,  6 
Mo.  App.  91. 

♦  Paul  V.  Norse,  8  Barn.  &  0.  486; 
Culbertson  v.  Irving,  4  Hurl.  &  N.  742; 
Harley  v.  King,  2  Crouip.  M.  &  R.  22; 


Johnson  v.  Sherman,  15  Cal.  287;  76 
Am.  Dec.  481;  Kain  v.  Hoxie,  2  Hilt. 
311;  Hintze  v.  Thomas,  7  Mii.  346; 
Patten  v.  Deshon,  1  Gray,  329;  John- 
ston V.  Bates,  48  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  180; 
Townshend  v.  Scholey,  39  Cal.  18. 

*  Hunt  V.  Danforth,  2  Curt.  592. 

«  Eugels  V.  McKinley,  5  Cal.  153. 

'  Farrington  v.  Kimball,  126  Mass. 
313;  30  Am.  Rep.  680. 
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cerned,  or  prevent  that  relation  from  existing  between 
the  assignee  and  the  original  landlord.* 

Illustuat'ons. — G.  covenanted  as  lessee  to  pay  rent  for  use 
and  occupation  of  "  premises  for  and  as  a  dry-goods  and  millin- 
ery store,"  and  that  no  assignment  or  underletting  without 
the  written  consent  of  the  lessor  should  be  valid.  G.  assigned 
the  lease  to  M.  with  such  consent,  and  M.,  with  the  like  consent, 
but  without  the  assent  or  knowledge  of  G.,  assigned  the  lease  to 
S.  for  use  and  occupation  as  a  dye-house  office.  Held,  that 
during  the  occupation  of  S.,  G.  was  released  from  liability  to 
pay  rent:  Fifty  Associates  v.  Grace,  125  Mass.  161;  28  Am.  Rep. 
218.  A  bought  a  lease  from  B  under  an  agreement  that  B 
should  refund  any  charge  that  A  should  be  put  to  by  reason  of 
his  purchase.  The  owner  of  the  freehold  recovered  against  him 
in  ejectment,  and  to  remain  in  possession  he  was  obliged  to 
take  a  new  lease  at  an  increased  rent.  Held,  that  B  was  liable 
for  the  increase:  Wray  v.  Lemon,  SI ^  Pa.  St.  273.  A  lease  for- 
bade assignment  without  the  lessor's  assent.  This  he  withheld, 
but  accepted  rent  from  the  lessee's  assignee,  made  repairs  and 
alterations  at  his  request,  and  finally  bought  personalty  of  him 
and  credited  the  price  on  the  rent.  Held,  that  rent  accruing 
after  the  assignment  could  not  be  collected  of  the  lessee:  Colton 
V.  Oorham,  72  Iowa,  324. 

§  2846.  Assignment  by  Operation  of  Law. — A  lease 
may  be  assigned  by  operation  of  law.  Thus  where  the 
lessee  becomes  bankrupt,  his  assignee  takes  the  leased 
premises  as  part  of  the  estate.^  By  the  sale  of  a  term  on 
execution,  the  purchaser  is  made  an  assignee."  At  com- 
mon law,  on  the  marriage  of  a  female  lessee,  the  term  is 
transferred  by  operation  of  law  to  her  husband.*  On  the 
death  of  a  lessee,  his  executor  or  administrator  is  liable 
as  assignee  of  the  leasehold  estate.* 

§  2847.  Right  to  Sublet— Rights  and  Liabilities.— A 
tenant  for  years  has  a  right  to  underlet  for  so  long  as  his 
interest  continues,  unless  restrained  therefrom  by  some 

» Stewart  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  102  N.  Y.  372;   Taylor  v.   Cole,   3   Term  Rep. 

601;  55  Am.  Rep.  844.  292. 

'  1  Schouler  oa  Personal  Property,  *  Co.  Lit.  44  b. 

sec.  35.  "  Trenieere  v.  Morison,  1  Bing.  N. 

■  Doe   V.   Jones,    9    Mees.    &    W.  C.  89;  James  v.  Dean,  11  Ves.  393. 
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covenant  or  condition  in  the  lease.'  A  tenant  under  a 
lease  containing  no  restrictions  against  subletting,  who 
has  been  evicted  and  been  prevented  by  his  landlord 
from  subletting,  whereby  he  might  have  recompensed 
himself  for  the  rent  paid,  may  maintain  an  action  for 
such  sum  against  his  landlord.*  But  equity  enjoined 
a  lessee  from  subletting,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  where 
the  lessee,  who  had  occupied  the  premises  during  a  former 
term  as  a  drug-store,  obtained  anew  lease,  at  the  instance 
of  the  sublessees,  for  the  purpose  of  subletting  the  prem- 
ises to  them  to  use  in  retailing  spirituous  liquors,  without 
informing  the  lessor  of  the  use  to  be  made  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  knowing  that  the  lessor  would  not  rent  them  for 
that  purpose.'  In  California  a  tenant  who  sublets  in 
violation  of  a  covenant  in  the  lease  terminates  it,  and 
after  three  days*  notice  to  quit,  may  be  sued  in  unlawful 
detainer.*  A  covenant  not  to  sublet  will  not  be  broken 
by  an  assignment;*  or  by  a  subdividing  of  the  premises 
for  the  separate  use  of  joint  lessees;"  or  by  taking  others 
into  possession  with  the  lessee;'  or  merely  putting  an- 
other in  possession;'  or  granting  a  license  or  right  of  way." 
There  is  no  privity  of  estate  between  the  original  lessor 
and  the  sublessee,  and  the  latter  is  not  liable  to  the 
former  for  the  rent  reserved  in  the  first  lease; '°  he  is 
liable  only  to  his  immediate  lessor  for  the  payment  of 


»  Pike  V.  Eyre,  9  Barn.  &  C.  909; 
JacksoQ  V.  Harrison,  17  Johns.  70; 
Den  V.  Post,  25  N.  J.  L.  285;  Roberts 
V.  Geis,  2  Daly,  535;  1  Schouler  on 
Personal  Property,  sec.  36;  Goldsmith 
r.  Wilson,  68  Iowa,  685. 

*  Rowbatham  v.  Pearce,  5  Del. 
135. 

*  Parkman  «.  Aicardi,  34  Ala.  393; 
73  Am.  Deo.  457. 

*  Bernero  v.  Allen,  68  Cal.  505, 
•Field  p.  Mills,  33  N.  J,  L.  254; 

Lynde  v.  Hough,  27  Barb.  415. 

*Boyd  V.  Fraternity  Ass'n,  16 
Brad.  App.  574. 

<  Schroeder  v.  King,  38  Conn.  79; 


Roosevelt  v.  Hopkins,  33  N.  Y.  81; 
Harerave  v.  King,  5  Ired.  Eq.  430; 
Boyd  V.  Fraternity  Ass'n,  16  111.  App. 
674. 

*  Church  V.  Brown,  15  Ves.  265; 
Williams  r.  Cheney,  3  Ves.  61. 

•  Pence  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  28  Minn.  488; 
Lowell  V.  Straban,  145  Mass,  1. 

'•  Jennings  w.  Alexander,  1  Hilt.  154; 
Dartmouth  College  v.  Clough,  8  N.  H. 
22;  McFarlan  v.  Watson,  3  N.  Y. 
286;  Amsby  v.  Woodward,  9  Dowl.  & 
R,  536;  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Prop- 
erty, sec,  36;  Fulton  v.  Stuart,  2 
Ohio,  215;  15  Am.  Dec.  642;  Giddingi 
V.  Felker,  79  Tex.  176. 
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rent  and  the  performance  of  covenants.*  Therefore  the 
under-lessee  cannot  be  sued  by  the  original  lessor  upon 
and  covenant  contained  in  the  lease,'  and  no  covenants 
entered  into  by  the  original  lessee  are  binding  upon  the 
under-tenant,  aUhough  they  may  be  covenants  running 
with  the  land,  such  as  to  pay  rent,  or  to  keep  in  repair.' 
A  sublessee's  remedy  for  damages  caused  by  the  defect- 
ive condition  of  premises  which  the  original  lessor  had 
agreed  to  keep  in  repair  is  against  his  immediate  lessor, 
and  not  against  the  original  lessor.*  The  landlord  is  under 
no  obligation  to  the  subtenant  to  keep  the  leased  premises 
in  repair,  and  is  therefore  not  liable  in  damages  for  in- 
juries to  the  property  of  the  subtenant  caused  by  the 
falling  of  the  building,  by  reason  of  the  defective  condi- 
tion of  its  walls,  where  the  subletting  and  occupancy 
under  it  was  without  the  knowledge,  notice,  or  assent  of 
the  landlord,  and  in  violation  of  a  covenant  not  to  sub- 
let.' 

§  2848.  Liability  of  Lessee  for  Acts  of  Subtenants.  — 
Where  there  is  a  demise  of  premises,  the  tenant  is  im- 
pliedly, if  not  expressly,  bound  to  deliver  up  possession 
on  the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  therefore,  if  his  under- 
tenants refuse  to  quit,  he  will  be  liable  to  his  landlord  for 
their  overholding,  as  well  as  for  the  costs  the  landlord 
may  incur  in  obtaining  the  clear  possession."  And  if  the 
landlord  lets  the  premises  in  reversion  to  another,  and 
has  to  pay  damages  by  reason  of  having  been  thus  pre- 
vented from  giving  possession,  the  tenant  is  liable  for 
damages  and  costs.'    A  lessee  cannot  have  the  lease  can- 


'  Harvey  v.  McGraw,  44  Tex.  412; 
Taylor  ou  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sees. 
IG,  108,  109;  Doe  v.  Bateman,  2  Barn. 
&  Adol.  1G8;  Doe  v.  Byron,  1  Com. 
B.  023;  Davia  v.  Morria,  36  N.  Y. 
669. 

''  Taylor  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sees.  IG,  108,  109. 

''  Alartiudale  on  Conveyancing,  sec. 
313. 


*  Quay  V.  Lucas,  25  Mo.  App.  4. 

*  Donaldson  v.  Wdson,  60  Mich.  86; 
1  Am.  St.  Rep.  487. 

*  Henderson  v.  Squire,  L.  R.  4  Q. 
B.  170;  38  L.  J.  Q.  B.  73;  Ibbs  v. 
Richardson,  9  Ad.  &  E.  849;  1  Perry 
&  D.  618;  Harding  v.  Crethorn,  1 
Esp.  57. 

'  Bramley  v.  Chesterson,  2  Com.  B., 
N.  S.,  592. 
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celedon  the  ground  of  another  being  in  possession  of  the 
premises,  the  fact  being  that  such  person  had  been  a  ten- 
ant, and  was  holding  over  without  right,  or  at  most,  upon 
a  verbal  agreement  to  execute  a  lease.^ 

§2849.  Assignment  by  Landlord. —The  lessor  may 
assign  or  convey  his  reversion.  Such  an  assignment 
must  be  by  deed,  as  his  reversion  is  an  incorporeal  here- 
ditament.' Rents  are  incident  to  the  reversion,  and 
when  the  estate  is  transferred,  go  to  the  assignee,  unless 
they  are  overdue,  or  are  secured  by  note.'  A  lessor  may 
grant  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  premises  out  of  which 
rent  issues,  and  the  lessee  will  be  bound  to  pay  the  whole 
or  a  proportionate  share  of  the  rent  to  the  grantee,  and 
the  latter  has  all  the  remedies  to  enforce  payment  which 
the  lessor  had.*  So  a  conveyance  of  the  reversion  carries 
the  crop  growing  upon  it.*  A  lessor  may  convey  the  rever- 
sion with  the  rent,  or,  retaining  the  reversion,  may  assign 
the  rent.*  A  landlord  who  has  assigned  the  rent  for  the 
payment  of  his  debt  may  at  any  time  pay  the  balance  of 
the  debt  and  regain  the  title  to  the  rent.'  The  landlord's 
estate  may  likewise  be  assigned  by  operation  of  law,  as  in 
the  case  of  his  death  or  bankruptcy.' 


»  Field  V.  Herriok.  101  111.  110. 

*  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
34.  A  lessor's  right  to  re-enter  leased 
premises  for  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease 
IS  not  assignable:  Trask  v.  Wheeler,  7 
Allen.  109. 

'  Wilcoxonr.  Donelly,  90  N.  C.  245; 
Millf'r  p.  Stagner,  3  B.  Men.  58;  38  Am. 
Dec.  178;  Alabama  etc.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Oli- 
ver, 78  Ala.  158;  Eiseley  v.  Spooner,  23 
Neb.  470;  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  128;  King  ». 
R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  226;  Stout  v.  Kean, 
3  Harr.  (Dei.)  82;  Dixon ».  Nichols,  39 
111.  872;  89  Am.  Dec.  312;  Gale  v. 
Edwards,  52  Me.  363.  A  purchaser 
of  leased  land  at  a  partition  sale  is 
entitled  to  the  unpaid  rents  which 
have  thereafter  accrued:  Stevenson  v. 
Hancock,  72  Mo.  612.  The  tenant  is 
not  released  from  liability  to  the  as- 
signor until  after  notice  from  the  ven- 


dee claiming  the  rent:  Gray  v.  Rogers, 
30  Mo.  258. 

*  Crosby  v.  Loop,  13  HI.  625. 

^  Burnside  v.  Weightman,  9  Watts, 
46. 

"  Perrin  v.  Lepper,  34  Mich.  292; 
Beal  V.  Boston  Car  Spring  Co.,  125 
Mass.  157;  28  Am.  Rep.  216.  An  as- 
signment, executed  on  August  3l8t, 
of  "all  rents  due  and  coming  due  to 
me,  until  October  Ist,"  from  the  tenant 
of  a  certain  estate  who  pays  his  rents 
on  the  first  day  of  each  month,  in- 
cludes the  rents  which  fall  due  on 
October  1st:  Kendall  v.  Kingslcy,  120 
Muss.  94. 

*  Hendershott  «.  Calhoun,  17  111. 
App.  163. 

*  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  35.  The  lessor's  heirs  who  suffer 
tenants  to  continue  their  occupation 
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§  2850.  Attornment— Payment  of  Rent  without  Notice. 
—  Formerly,  in  order  to  make  the  assignment,  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  the  tenant  should  attorn,  that  is,  recognize  the 
assignee  as  his  landlord.  Aa  attornment  is  a  continua- 
tion of  the  existing  lease  upon  the  same  conditions  in  all 
respects,  simply  putting  another  in  the  place  of  the  origi- 
nal landlord.  There  is  a  r  ew  tenancy  only  when  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  original  lease  are  departed 
from.'  A  tenant  has  a  right  to  attorn  to  one  who  has 
acquired  his  landlord's  title,  but  not  to  one  who  has  ac- 
quired a  title  hostile  to  the  landlord,  although  it  may  be 
a  better  title.'  This  formality  is  now  rendered  unne- 
cessary in  most  of  the  states,  the  landlord's  conveyance 
being  valid  without  the  attornment  of  the  tenant.'  But 
in  these  states  the  statutes  also  provide  that  a  payment 
of  rent  made  by  the  tenant  in  good  faith,  and  without 
notice  of  the  conveyance  to  his  original  landlord,  is  a 
good  and  valid  discharge.*  Payment  of  rent  in  advance 
is  good  as  against  the  vendee  of  the  leased  premises  with- 
out notice  of  the  payment.' 

§2861.  Covenants  as  to  Improvements.  —  A  tenant 
cannot  charge  the  landlord  for  improvements  put  upon 
the  property,  although  he  expected  to  buy  it,  and  although 
the  landlord  stood  by  and  witnessed  the  putting  on  of  the 
improvements.'  A  lessee  having  made  permanent  im- 
provements upon  demised  premises  under  a  covenant 
that  he  shall  be  repaid  their  value  may  seek  relief  in 
equity  or  at  law.'    Where  he  is  evicted  for  a  breach  of  a 


as  before  withont  questioning  the 
validity  of  their  title,  or  requiring  any 
change  of  terms,  must  be  considered 
as  having  consented  to  their  occupy- 
ing upon  the  terms  on  which  they  had 
entered  and  had  previously  occupied: 
King  V.  Woodruff,  23  Conn.  5C;  60 
Am.  Dec.  625. 

'  Austin  V.  Ahearne,  61  N.  Y.  6; 
Tilford  V.  Fleming,  64  Pa.  St.  300. 

»  Bailey  v.  Moore,  21  111.  165. 


*  1  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2008;  Burden  v.  Thayer,  3  Met. 
76;  37  Am.  Deo.  117. 

*  1  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2008. 

*  Stone  V.  Patterson,  19  Pick.  470; 
31  Am.  Dec.  156. 

•WooUeyp.  Osborne,  39  N.J.  Eq.  54. 

»  Conover  v.  Smith,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  51; 
86  Am.  Dec.  247;  Yeatman  v.  Clemens, 
6  Mo.  App.  210. 
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covenant  to  pay  rent,  ho  is  entitled  to  have  the  value  of 
repairs  made  by  him,  under  uii  agreement  that  the  cost 
thereof  should  be  applied  in  the  payment  of  the  rent, 
deducted  from  the  rent  due  at  the  time  of  the  eviction,  al- 
though the  lessor  has  never  approved  them,  nor  any  settle- 
ment been  made  as  to  their  value.'  A  landlord  who,  in 
consideration  of  improvements  and  repairs  made  by  the 
tenant,  promises  the  latter  that  he  shall  retain  possession 
of  the  premises  as  long  as  he  paid  a  stipulated  annual  rent, 
cannot  evict  the  tenant  without  accounting  for  the  im- ' 
provements."  Where  the  lessee  is  permitted  to  make  im- 
provements on  the  demised  premises  at  his  own  cost,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  the  lease  all  such  improvements  should 
remain  on  the  premises, the  lessor  paying  the  value  thereof, 
the  value  is  to  be  taken  as  of  the  time  of  the  expiration 
of  the  lease.'  Under  a  stipulation  giving  the  lessee  the 
right  at  the  end  of  the  lease  to  remove  buildings  erected 
during  the  term,  he  his  entitled  to  a  reasonable  time  in 
which  to  remove  them,  and  if  puch  removal  is  prevented 
by  an  act  of  the  lessor,  or  by  a  provision  of  the  lease,  or 
by  an  independent  contract  with  the  lessor,  the  right  will 
only  be  suspended,  and  will  revive  upon  the  removal  of 
the  obstruction.*  The  tenant  is  not  liable  for  such  ne- 
cessary damage  to  the  freehold  as  is  occasioned  by  remov- 
ing them  with  due  care.'  A  tenant  who  holds  a  lease, 
"with  all  the  privileges  belonging  thereto,  as  enjoyed  by  S. 
H.,"  is  not  bound  by  the  covenant  of  S.  H.  to  leave  all 
buildings  which  he  might  erect  during  his  tenancy."  A 
covenant  by  a  lessor  to  build  on  the  leased  premises  does 
not,  by  implication,   impose  on   him  the   obligation  to 


1  Fillebrown  r.  Hoar,  124  Mass.  580. 
An  agreement  in  a  lease  that  the  land- 
lord  will  pay  for  buildings  erected  by 
the  tenant  on  the  demised  premises, 
or  renew  the  lease,  does  not  affect  the 
right  of  the  landlord  to  dispossess  the 
tenant  for  non-payment  of  rent:  Paine 
V.  Trinity  Church,  7  Hun,  89. 


«  Oneal  v.  Orr,  5  Bush,  649. 

*  Berry  v.  Van  Winkle,  2  N.  J.  Eq. 
390. 

*  Cheatham  «.  Plinke,  1  Tenn.  Ch. 
676. 

»  Hunt  t>.  Potter,  47  Mich.  197. 

*  Ombony  v.  Jones,  19  N.  Y.  234. 
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rebuild  in  case  of  tlio  dostriictioii  of  the  building  by  fire 
during  the  tenancy.' 

Illustrations. — A  lease  provided  that  the  lessor  at  the  end 
of  tho  term  should  pay  for  iniproveinonts,  "provided  the  said 
premJHos  shall  not  be  relet  to  the  lessee."  The  tenant,  after 
the  term,  held  over,  paying  rent  monthly.  Hcld^  not  a  relet- 
ting: Moaeley  v.  Allen^  138  Muss.  81.  P.  covenanted  in  a  lease 
to  pay  for  certain  improvements  made  by  D.,  if  the  premises 
were  ''sold  within  three  years,"  otherwise  not.  P.  entered  into 
a  contract  to  sell  before  the  expiration  of  the  throe  years,  but 
did  not  execute  a  deed  until  thereafter.  Held^  that  the  prem- 
ises were  not  '*  sold  "  until  a  deed  was  delivered:  Stewart  v. 
Pier,  58  Iowa,  15.  A  covenant  was,  that  if,  at  the  expiration 
of  a  lease,  the  lessee  did  not  purchase  the  premises,  the  im- 
provements should  go  to  the  lessor;  the  lessee  did  agree  to  pur- 
chase, and  took  a  bond  for  title,  but  never  paid.  Held,  that  he 
had  never  purchased:  Merritt  v.  Judd,  14  Cal.  59.  A  lease  of  a 
dwelling-house  provided  that  if  the  lessor  should  by  notice 
sooner  terminate  the  lease,  the  lessee  should  be  paid  such  sum 
as  a  compensation  for  the  loss  he  might  "  by  such  abridgment 
of  the  term  sustain  in  consequence  of  expenditures  incurred 
by  the  lessee  in  fitting  up  the  premises,  and  expenses  incurred 
in  removing."  The  building  was  then  in  thorough  repair,  but 
the  lessee  made  some  changes  in  it,  and  furnished  it.  In  an 
action  brought  by  him  therefor  after  such  termination,  held, 
1.  That  the  words  "  fitting  up  the  premises  "  included  not  oidy 
the  fitting  up  of  the  building  and  premises  to  the  uses  of  the 
lessee,  but  the  fitting  of  his  furniture  to  the  building,  such  as 
carpets,  window-curtains,  etc.;  2.  That  the  measure  of  his  dam- 
ages was  the  loss  sustained  by  reason  of  his  having  incurred 
such  expenditures,  the  full  benefit  of  which  he  had  lost  by  the 
abridgment  of  his  lease,  and  not  the  entire  cost  of  fitting  up: 
Pratt  V.  Paine,  119  Mass.  439.  A  lease  provided  that  in  case 
the  lessee  should!!  take  down  and  remove  the  buildings  then  on 
the  land,  or  any  jart  thereof,  and  erect  upon  said  land,  in  place 
thereof,  a  sut-tfrntial  building,  that  at  the  expiration  of  his 
lease  he  shoiiid  be  paid  by  his  lessor  the  value  of  such  building 
so  erected  by  him.  Held,  that  the  lessee  could  not  claim  pay- 
ment for  improvements  made  to  the  building  already  on  the 
land,  although  the  nature  and  style  of  the  building  was  wholly 
changed:  Smith  v.  Cooley,  5  Daly,  401.  A  lease  of  a  lot  con- 
tained a  covenant  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the 
landlord  should  pay  the  tenant  the  appraised  value  of  a  dwell- 
ing-house to  be  erected  thereon  by  the  latter,  or  otherwise,  grant 

1  Cowell  r.  Lumley,  39  Cal.  151;  2  Am.  Rep.  430. 
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him  a  new  lease  for  a  like  term  at  a  rent  equal  to  povon  por 
cent  per  annum  on  the  api)rai-«od  value  of  tlio  lot.  Iffld,  that 
the  tenant  might  retain  possossion  of  the  i)rt'inisi'8  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  until  the  landlord  or  his  reprosentutives 
performed  such  covenant;  that  he  was  not  discharged  from  the 
j)iiyment  o^  rent  for  time  he  htld  over,  hut  hecutne  a  tenant 
t'niin  year  to  year,  ftuhjeet  to  the  terms  of  the  original  lease; 
and  that  the  landlord  was  subject  to  the  same  terms,  and  was 
not  entitled  to  rent  proportioned  to  the  increased  value  of  the 
premises:  Ilohvmn  v.  Altrams,  2  Duer,  435. 

§  2852.  Option  to  Purchase.  —  An  ngrccmont  to  give 
the  lessee  of  land  the  option  of  purchasing  it  may  bo 
enforced  by  him,  although  the  election  to  purchase  rests 
solely  with  him,  and  this  optional  right  may  be  trans- 
mitted by  him  to  his  vendee.  Tho  lessee  has  an  equi- 
table estate  in  the  land  under  his  contract  for  an  optional 
purchase,  which  passes  to  his  alienee,  vesting  him  with 
the  right  to  call  for  a  specific  execution  on  declaring  his 
election.  And  this  right  may  be  enforced  against  a 
second  purchaser  with  notice  from  the  original  vendor.' 
A  tenant  having,  by  his  lease,  the  privilege  of  purchas- 
ing the  premises,  remains,  until  such  privilege  has  been 
availed  of,  a  mere  tenant,  subject  to  the  same  obligations 
as  other  tenants,  and  answerable  for  any  waste  commit- 
ted by  him;  but  his  liability  to  suit  for  waste  is  sus- 
pended until  it  is  known  whether  or  not  he  will  avail 
himself  of  his  privilege.' 

§  2853.  Other  Covenants  and  Agreements. — A  cove- 
nant to  reside  on  the  premises  is  valid,  and  will  be 
enforced,'  but  is  fulfilled  by  the  occupancy  of  them  by  an 


'  Kerr  ».  Day,  14  Pa.  St.  1 12;  53  Am. 
Dec.  5'20:  DeRuttew.  MuUloon,  IGCal. 
505.  See  Callaghan  v.  Hawkes,  121 
Mass.  298;  Mason  v.  Payne,  47  Mo. 
617;  Schroeder  r.  Gtniender,  10  Nev. 
355;  Vrout  v.  Robey,  15  Wall.  471; 
Harding  v.  Gibbs,  125  111.  85;  8  Am. 
St.  Rep.  345;  Flynn  v.  Coal  Co.,  72 
Iowa,  738. 

"  Powell  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Or.  33;  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  251. 
292 


»  Doe  V.  Hawke,  2  East,  481 ;  Tatem 
V.  Chaplin,  2  H.  Black.  133;  Doe  v. 
Clarke,  8  East,  185;  Doe  v.  Carter,  8 
Term  Rep,  57,  300;  Ponsonbv  v. 
Adams,  2  Brown  Pari.  C.  13 1.  A  lease 
of  a  dwelling-house  to  a  woman  for 
life  containing  this  provision:  "But 
only  for  herself  to  occupy  for  a  resi- 
dence," and  providing  that  upon  any 
violation  of  its  covenants  the  lease 
should  thereby  terminate,  is  not  vie- 
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agent.*  The  lessor's  covenant  to  furnish  cows  fit  for 
dairying,  "number  not  limited,"  binds  him  to  slock  the 
land.^  A  covenant  by  the  lessor  to  supply  seed  is  broken 
by  not  furnishing  good  seed,  and  the  tenant  may  recover 
for  the  loss  sustained  by  him  from  the  breach.'  A  cove- 
nant to  pay  the  proportionate  part  of  the  expense  of 
heating  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  heating  appa- 
ratus and  its  appliances,  the  expense  of  repairing  them, 
nor  their  depreciation  in  value.*  A  covenant  that  the 
landlord  may,  in  a  certain  case,  evict  the  lessee's  tenant, 
and  then  relet  the  premises  in  behalf  of  the  lessee,  the 
latter  being  in  any  case  responsible  for  any  deficiency  in 
the  rent,  is  valid."  A  lessor  who  covenants  that  certain 
acts  to  be  done  by  him  on  the  leased  premises  shall  be 
without  damage  to  the  lessee  is  liable  for  damages  occa- 
sioned to  the  latter  by  reason  of  such  acts,  whether  the 
same  were  done  either  with  or  without  negligence  on  his 
part.* 


§  2854.  Dependent  and  Independent  Covenants.  — 
Covenants  are  either  dependent  or  independent;  and 
whether  they  are  the  one  or  the  other  depends  ordinarily 
on  the  intention  of  the  parties.'  As  a  rule,  courts  will 
construe  mutual  covenants  as  dependent,  where  a  con- 
trary intention  does  not  appear.'  If  mutually  covenanted 
acts  are  to  be  concurrently  done,  or  one  which  is  the  con- 
sideration for  the  other  is  to  precede  it,  they  are  depend- 
ent;'   but  if   the   acts  are  to  be  performed,  or   may  be 


lated  by  her  sab  equently  marrying 
a  husband,  who,  with  four  children, 
came  to  reside  with  her  upon  the  leased 
premises:  Schroeder  v.  King,  38  Conn. 
78. 

»  Clark  V.  Clark,  49  Cal.  586. 

«  Griffiths  V.  Henderson,  49  Cal.  566. 

»  Flick  t'.  Wetherbee,  20  Wis.  392. 

*  Stan  wood  v.  Comer,  118  Mass.  54. 
"  Hall  V.  Gould,  13  N.  Y.  127. 

*  Roussinet  v.  Rebout,  76  Cal.  454. 

*  Hill  ».  Bishop,  2  Ala.  320;    How- 


land  V,  Leach,  11  Pick.  154;  Lnnn  r. 
Gage,  37  111.  19;  87  Am.  Dec.  233. 

*  Abrahms  v.  Watson,  59  Ala.  5'J4; 
Mecum  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  111.  533; 
Clopton  V.  Bolton.  23  Miss.  78. 

» Grant  v.  Johnson,  6  N.  Y.  247: 
Dakia  v.  Williams,  11  Wend.  07; 
Parker  v.  Parmalee,  20  Johns.  loO. 
Honnsford  v.  Fisher,  Wright,  580; 
Day  V.  Essex  Bank,  13  Vt.  97;  ButUi 
V.  Manny,  52  Mo.  497;  Heine  v.  Truud- 
well,  72  Cal.  217. 
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performed,  at  difTcrent  times,  without  reference  to  preced- 
ence of  the  consideration,  the  covenants  are  independent,* 
and  one  is  not  to  be  construed  as  a  condition  precedent 
to  the  other  unless  plainly  expressed.'^  A  covenant  is 
generally  independent  where  it  goes  only  to  a  part  of  the 
consideration.'  The  following  covenants  have  been  held 
dependent  covenants,  viz.:  To  pay  wages  of  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  lessor;*  to  allow 
the  lessee  to  end  the  term  upon  the  performance  of  the 
covenants;'  to  pay  rent,  and  to  allow  enjoyment  of  the 
land;'  to  keep  a  house  in  repair  after  the  lessor  has  re- 
pairpd  it;'  to  repair  with  material  to  be  found  by  the 
lessor;'  to  make  improvements  with  the  approbation  of 
competent  surveyors  to  be  appointed  by  the  lessor.'  The 
following  covenants  have  been  held  independent,  viz.:  For 
quiet  enjoyment,  and  to  pay  rent  and  insure;"  that  the 
lessor  shall  repair  a  mill,  and  that  the  lessee  shall  not  run 
over  a  certain  speed;"  to  commence  by  a  certain  day  to 
operate  a  mine  upon  which  royalty  is  to  be  paid; "  to  give 


•  Front  St.  M.  &  O.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Butler,  50  Cal.  577;  Mullins  v.  Cabi- 
nen,  Minor,  21 ;  Craddock  v.  Aldridge, 
2  Bibl),  15;  Couch  v.  IiigersoU,  2  Pick. 
300;  Tileston  v.  Newell,  13  Mass.  410; 
Goodwin  v.  Holbrook,  4  Wend.  377; 
Barruso  v.  Madan,  2  Johns.  145;  Cun- 
ningham V.  Morell,  10  Johns.  203;  6 
Am.  Dec.  332;  Pordage  v.  Cole,  1 
Saund.  320  a;  Campbell  v.  Jones,  6 
Term  Rep.  571;  Heard  v.  Wadham,  1 
East,  629;  Terry  t>.  Dantze,  2  H.  Black. 
389. 

»  Front  Street  M.  &  0.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Butler,  50  Cal.  577;  Hilsendegen  v. 
Steich,  55  Mich.  468. 

'  When  a  covenant  goes  only  to  a 
part  of  the  consideration,  it  is  usually 
an  independent  covenant:  Chic.  L.  N. 
Co.  V.  Browne,  103  111.  317;  Nelson  v. 
Ow  m,  41  111.  18;  Obermyer  v.  Nichols, 
6Binn.  159;  6  Am.  Dec.  4.39;  Bennett 
V.  Pixl  ^ ,  7  Johns.  249;  Butler  v. 
Manny,  52  Mo.  506;  Smith  v.  Busby, 
15  Mo.  387;  57  Am.  Dec.  207;  Boone 
V.  Eyre,  1  H.  Black.  273;  Duke  of  St. 
Albaus  V.   Shore,    1   U.   Black.   270; 


Pordage  v.  Cole,  1  Saund.  320  b;  Bag- 
allay  V.  Pettit.  5  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  637; 
Carpenter  v.  Cress  well,  4  Bing.  409. 

*  Lawton  v.  Sutton,  9  Mees.  &  W. 
795. 

*  Porter  v.  Shepherd,  6  Term  Rep. 
6G5;  Friar  v.  Grey,  5  Ex.  584. 

®  Abrams  v.  Watson,  59  Ala.  524; 
Thompson  V.  Gray,  2  Stew.  &  P.  60. 

'  Slater  v.  Stone,  Cro.  Jac.  645; 
Hutchinson  v.  Reod,  4  Ex.  761 ;  Hunt 
V.  Bishop,  8  Ex.  675;  Neale  v.  Ritclitf, 
15  Q.  B.  916. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
85. 

*  Hunt ».  Bishop,  8  Ex.  675;  Coombe 
V.  Greene,  11  Mees.  &  W.  480. 

"  Dawson  v.  Dyer,  5  Barn.  &  Adol. 
584.  A  mere  agreement  by  a  tenant 
from  month  to  month  to  pay  rent  in 
advance  is  a  personal  covenant,  and 
not  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right 
of  possession:  Hilsendegen  v.  Scheich, 
55  Mich.  468. 

"  Hinckley  v.  Beckwith,  23  Wis. 
328 

"  Barker  v.  Dale,  3  Pittab.  Rep.  190. 
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an  option  to  purchase  up  to  a  certain  date,  though  the 
lease  ends  sooner,  by  a  fire; '  to  repair,  the  lessor  to  furnisli 
materials  upon  notice;^  to  work  for  a  certain  term,  the 
employer  to  furnish  a  house;'  to  allow  keeping  repairs 
out  of  rent,  and  to  do  them  to  the  approval  of  the 
lessor;*  to  pay  an  annuity,  and  to  assign  premises  to  Lo 
quietly  enjoyed;*  to  pay  rent  as  long  as  received  by  the  as- 
signee from  the  sublessee,  and  to  idemnify  the  lessee;*  to 
warrant  seaworthiness  of  a  boat  leased,  and  to  pay  ex- 
penses and  return  in  as  good  condition,  etc.;'  to  leave 
enough  compost  for  soil  at  the  end  of  the  term,  certain 
privileges  being  granted  during  the  term;'  and  that  the 
lessor  may  take  possession  at  his  option,  paying  compen- 
sation;' to  procure  extension  of  a  lease  for  a  proposed 
assignee,  who  may  annul  the  agreement  to  assign  if  mort- 
gage security  is  defective;*"  to  pay  rent  and  to  repair,"  or  to 
make  improvements,'^  or  to  furnish  seed,  rail-stuff,  and  fire- 
wood," or  not  to  lease  another  part  of  the  building  for  a 
saloon;"  to  grant  a  lease,  and  to  pay  money  by  install- 
ments  at  stated  times;"  to  do  work  to  be  left  to  the  super- 
intendence of  others; ''  to  supply  seed  and  to  pay  rent." 

§2855.  Waste  —  In  General. — Waste  is  a  lasting 
damage  to  the  reversion  caused  by  the  destruction  or 
material  alteration  of  such  things  on  the  land  as  are  not 


»  Edwards  v.  West,  L.  R.  7  Ch.  Div. 
858. 

» Tucker  v.  Lingos,  L.  R.  21  Ch. 
Div.  18. 

»  Betts  V.  Ferine,  14  Wend.  219. 

•  Dallman  v.  King,  4  Bing.  X.  C. 
105.  8ee  Stadhart  v.  Lee,  3  Best  & 
S.  364. 

^  Rose  V.  Poulton,  2  Barn.  &  Adol. 
822. 

"  Crossfield  v.  Morrison,  7  Com.  B. 
280. 

'  ClifiFord  v.  Smith,  4  Ind.  377. 

•  Dodd  V.  Inais,  Loflft,  56. 

•  Gardner  v.  Kennard,  12  Q.  B.  244. 
'•  PearsoU  v.  Frazer,  14  Barb.  564. 
1'  Lewis  V.    (Jhisholm,    68   Ga.    40; 

Allen  V.  Culver,  3  Denio,  284;  Tibbita 


V.  Percy,  24  Barb.  39;  Smith  v.  Wiley, 
1  Baxt.  419. 

»••<  Bryan  v.  Fisher,  3  Blackf.  3IG; 
Ellis  y.  McCormick,  1  Hilt,  im-, 
Gourdin  v.  Davis,  2  McConl,  514; 
Reed  v.  Seymour,  24  Minn.  273. 

'*  Benson  v.  Hobbs,  4  Har.  &  J.  2Si). 

'♦  Chic.  L.  News  Co.  v.  Browne,  lUiJ 
111.  317. 

'*  Manning  v.  Brown,  10  Me.  49; 
Freeland  v.  Mitchell,  8  Mo.  4s:; 
Champion  v.  White,  5  Cow.  509;  Wil- 
cox V.  Ten  Eyck,  5  Johns.  78;  Benson 
V.  Hobbs;  4  Har.  &  J.  285;  Baggailay 
V.  Pettit,  5  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  6X7. 

"  Cannock  v.  Jones,  3  Ex.  2'S'S;  Jones 
V.  Cannock,  5  Ex.  713. 

^'  Beuaoa  v.  Uobbs,  4  Har.  &  J.  2S3. 
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included  in  its  temporary  profits,  but  which  belong  to  the 
inheritance.*  In  order  to  constitute  waste,  it  is  essential 
that  the  act  of  the  tenant  should  be  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
heritance, or  to  those  entitled  to  the  reversion  or  remain- 
der.^ Independently  of  any  agreement,  the  law  impo.ses 
upon  every  tenant,  whether  for  life  or  for  years,  the  obliga- 
tion to  treat  the  premises  in  such  a  manner  that  no  substan- 
tial injury  shall  be  done  to  them,  so  that  they  may  revert  to 
the  lessor  at  the  end  of  the  term  unimpaired  by  any  will- 
ful or  negligent  conduct  on  his  part.'  Waste  is  either 
voluntary,  which  means  the  doing  of  a  positive  act  injuri- 
ous to  the  inheritance,  or  permissive,  which  means  an 
act  of  omission  which  results  in  a  similar  injury.*  Waste 
forfeits  the  part  of  premises  wasted,  but  by  a  destruction 
of  the  dwelling-house  the  whole  premises  are  forfeited.* 

§  2856.  Buildings  —  Repairs.  —  Waste  may  be  com- 
mitted by  pulling  down  buildings  or  permitting  them 
to  go  to  deca}';'  or  by  tearing  boards  from  buildings  and 
destroying  fences.^  The  tenant  has  no  right  to  make 
improvements  or  alterations  in  buildings  if  they  will 
permanently  change  the  nature  of  the  property  and 
prevent  him  from  restoring  it  substantially  as  he  received 
it.*  Even  a  stipulation  in  a  lease  that  the  lessee  "  may 
make  alterations  in  the  building  now  on  said  lands,  so  as 
to  adapt  it  to  other  business  than  that  of  a  livery-stable," 
does  not  confer  a  power  to  tear  down  and  destroy  such  a 
building,  even  though  he  should  erect  a  better  or  more 


'  Tudor's  Lead.  Caa.  Real  Prop.  90; 
Wilds  V.  Lay  ton,  1  Del.  Ch.  2215;  12 
Am.  Dec.  91.  An  action  may  be 
maintained  by  a  remainderman  or  re- 
versioner after  the  purchase  by  him  of 
a  particular  estate  for  waste  committed 
before:  Dupree  t>.  Dupree,  4  Jones, 
387;  69  Am.  Dec.  757. 

^  Pynchon  v.  Stearns,  II  Met.  304; 
45  Am.  Dec.  207. 

"Carlin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478;  6 
Am.  fc)t.  Rep.  467;  Powell  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
IG  Or.  33;  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  251. 


*  The  tenant  is  liable  to  the  landlord 
for  all  waste,  by  wliomsoever  com- 
mitted, having  his  right  of  action  over 
against  the  actual  wrong-doer:  Farrott 
V.  Barney,  2  Abb.  C.  C.  197. 

»  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  L  272;  53 
Am.  Dec.  622. 

*  Co.  Lit.  53  a;  2  Greenl.  Cruise, 
124,  126. 

'  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  L  272;  53 
Am.  Dec.  622. 

"  Agate  V.  Lowenbein,  57  N.  Y.  604; 
Winship  V.  Pitts,  3  Paige,  262. 
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expensive  one  in  its  place,  and  such  conduct  would  bo 
waste.*  It  is  not  waste  to  erect  a  new  building  upon  the 
premises,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  destroying  or 
materially  injuring  the  buildings  or  other  improvements 
already  existing  there.^  Erecting  new  houses  or  opening 
ways  on  premises  is  not  waste,  though  cellars  are  dug 
under  the  houses  and  drains  are  made  on  each  side  of  the 
way.''  If  a  house  is  in  a  ruinous  condition  when  the  ten- 
ant takes  possession,  it  is  not  waste  to  suffer  it  to  remain 
so,*  and  he  may  even  pull  it  down  if  it  be  dangerous  to  his 
cattle.®  And  although  a  tenant  must  use  ordinary  care  to 
prevent  buildings  going  to  decay,  he  is  not  bound  to  make 
extraordinary  expenditures  for  that  purpose "  and  he  may 
defer  repairs  until  they  shall  be  less  expensive,  if  no  per- 
manent injury  results.^  A  tenant  under  a  lease  with  a 
covenant  for  perpetual  renewal  may  be  restrained  from 
tearing  down  and  removing  a  dwelling-house  on  the 
premises  only  when  the  security  for  the  rent  would  be 
impaired  by  such  removal.* 

§  2857.  Cuttingf  Trees. — Felling  timber-trees  was  al- 
ways regarded  in  England  as  an  act  of  waste.*  But  in 
this  country,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  reason  of  the  Eng- 
lish rule  as  to  cutting  timber-trees  is  not  applicable. 
Therefore  it  has  been  held,  in  states  where  the  land  is 
new,  and  covered  with  forests,  that  the  tenant  may  fell 
part  of  the  wood  and  timber,  so  as  to  fit  the  land  for  cul- 
tivation, without  being  liable  for  waste;*"  but  he  cannot 


'  Davenport  v,  Magoon,  13  Or.  1;  57 
Am.  Rep.  1. 

»  VViiisliip  V.  Fitts,  3  Paige,  262. 

•Pyuchou  V.  Stearns,  11  Met.  304; 
45  Am.  Dec.  207. 

*  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272;  53 
Am.  Dec.  022. 

*  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272;  53 
Am.  Dec.  022. 

«  Wilson  V.  Edmonds,  24  N.  H.  517. 
'  Harvey  v.  Harvey,  41  Vt.  373. 

*  Crowe  V.  Wilson,  05  Md.  479;  57 
Am.  Rep.  343. 


•  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec. 
114. 

^^  Jackson  v.  Brownson,  7  Johns.  227; 
5  Am.  Dec.  258;  Ward  v.  Sheppard, 
2  Hayw.  (N.  C.)  2S3;  2  Am.  Dec.  GJu; 
McCuUough  V.  Irvine,  13  Pa.  St.  4:!S; 
Harder  v.  Harder,  20  Barb.  411; 
Drown  v.  Smith,  52  Me.  141;  Prollit 
V.  Henderson,  29  Mo.  327;  Mooie- 
liouse  V.  Cotheal,  22  N.  J.  L.  o-l; 
Fiudlay  v.  Smith,  0  Munf.  134;  8  Am. 
Dec.  733. 
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cut  down  all  the  wood  and  timber  so  as  permanently  to 
injure  the  inheritance.*  To  what  extent  he  may  do  so, 
without  waste,  is  a  question  for  the  jury.*  Where  a  lease 
requires  a  tenant  to  reduce  to  cultivation  uncleared  por- 
tions of  the  premises,  his  cutting  down  trees  on  those 
portions  will  not  be  enjoined  as  waste.*  It  is  not  waste 
for  the  tenant  to  cut  down  trees  under  twenty  years  old, 
although  timber-trees,  if  cut  seasonably  and  in  a  proper 
manner.*  So  he  may  cut  down  trees,  in  the  course  of 
proper  management,  in  order  to  permit  the  growth  of 
other  timber.*  And  in  short,  he  may  cut  down  all  trees 
which  will  not  be  timber,  and  are  not  trees  for  ornament 
or  the  protection  of  the  estate.'  Timber  cut  by  permis- 
sion in  clearing  his  land  belongs  to  the  tenant.' 

§2858.  In  Cultivation  of  Land. — At  common  law, the 
conversion  of  one  kind  of  land  into  another,  as  wood, 
meadow,  or  pasture  land  into  arable  land,  or  vice  versa, 
was  waste.'  But  in  this  country,  the  question  depends 
upon  whether  the  change  in  the  mode  of  culture  is  jus- 
tified by  good  husbandry'  and  the  usages  of  the  place.*" 

The  following  have  been  held  to  amount  to  waste,  viz.: 
The  impoverishment  of  fields  by  constant  tillage  from 
year  to  year;"  the  removal  from  the  premises  of  the  ma- 
nure made  thereon  in  the  course  of  husbandry;**  suffering 


'  Jackson  r.  Brownson,  7  Johns. 
227;  5  Am.  Dec.  258. 

'  Jackson  v.  Brownson,  7  Johns.  227; 
5  Am.  Dec.  258;  Harder  v.  Harder,  26 
Barb.  414;  Ward  v.  Sheppard,2Hayw. 
N.  C.  283;  2  Am.  Dec.  G25. 

«  McDaiiiel  v.  Callam,   75  Ala.   327. 

•  Duun  V.  Bryan,  7  Ired.  Eq.  143. 

'  Crockett  v.  Crockett,  2  Ohio  St. 
180. 

"Keelerr.  Eastman,  11  Vt.  293. 

'  Davis  V.  Gilliam,  5  Ired.  Eq.  311; 
Crockett ».  Crockett,  2  Ohio  St.   180. 

"Darcy  v.  Askwith,  Hob.  234; 
Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  117; 
CLiik  V.  Holden,  7  Gray,  8;  66  Am. 
Due.  450. 


•  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272; 
53  Am.  Dec.  621;  Lewis  v.  Jones,  17 
Pa.  St.  2G2;  55  Am.  Dec.  550;  Sarles 
V.  Sarles,  3  Sand.  Ch.  601;  Loomis  v. 
Wilbur,  6  Mason,  13;  Crockett  v. 
Crockett,  2  Ohio  St.  ISO;  Prolfit  v. 
Henderson,  29  Mo.  327. 

»•  Webster  v.  Webster,  33  N.  H.  25; 
66  Am.  Dee.  705;  Jones  v.  Whitehead,  1 
Para.  Sel.  Cas.  304;  Wilds  v.  Laytoii,  1 
Del.  Ch.  226;  12  Am.  Dec.  91 ;  Pynehon 
V.  Stearns,  11  Met.  304;  45  Am.  Dec. 
207;  Aughiubaugh  v,  CoppenhefTer,  55 
Pa.  St.  347. 

"  Sarles  v.  Sarles,  3  Sand.  Ch.  601. 

"  Lewis  V.  Jones,  1?  Pa.  St.  262;  55 
Am.  Dec.  550. 
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pastures  to  become  ovorgrovn  with  brush;*  and  where  a 
farm  is  let  as  a  dairy  farm,  clearing  woodland.' 

§  2859.  Taking  Clay  and  Minerals — Opening  Mines. 
—  It  is  waste  to  dig  for  gravel,  lime,  clay,  brick,  earth, 
stone,  or  the  like,  on  the  demised  premises,'  unless  such 
has  been  the  usual  mode  of  improving  the  land.*  But 
raising  the  surface  of  land  by  depositing  earth  thereon  is 
not.'  It  is  waste  to  open  land  to  search  for  mines,*  or  to 
open  new  mines,  unless  the  demise  includes  them.'  It  is 
not  waste  to  work  mines  that  are  open,  and  to  take  the 
profits  thereof.*  And  new  shafts  or  pits  may  be  opened 
in  order  to  follow  the  same  vein,'  and  the  tenant  may 
transfer  this  right  to  others.*"  So  if  there  is  an  existing 
salt- well  and  a  manufactory  of  salt  on  the  premises,  it  is 
no^  waste  to  dig  a  new  salt-well  in  connection  with  it." 
A  lea^e  o"  the  privilege  of  quarrying,  getting  out,  working, 
and  carrying  away  granite  stone  does  not  confer  the  right 
of  carrying  away  rubble-stone.*'^  But  a  liberty  to  a  te»:- 
ant  to  smelt  ore  includes  the  right  to  cut  down  timber  for 
that  purpose.*' 

Illustrations. — A  lease  provided  that  the  lessee  should 
"hold  the  same  and  enjoy  and  use  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  real  ownership  as  in  fee-simple,"  so  long  as  he  should  carry 
on  a  certain  iron-furnace,  and  that  he  should  pay  the  taxes, 
and  should  pay  a  royalty  to  the  lessor  for  every  ton  of  iron  ore 
dug  thereon;  but  gave  no  express  right  to  dig  either  iron  ore 


'  Clemence  v.  Steere,  1  R.  I.  272; 
53  Am.  Dec.  621;  Clark  v.  HoMen,  7 
Gray,  8;  66  Am.  Dec.  450;  Jackson  v. 
Andrews,  18  Johns.  431. 

*  McGregor  v.  Brown,  ION.  Y.  114. 
'  Livingston  v.  Reynolds,  2  Hill,  157; 

Smith  V.  Rome,  19  Ga.  89,  63  Am. 
Dec.  208. 

*  Huntley  v.  Russell,  13  Q.  B.  591. 

*  Pynchon  v.  Stearns,  11  Met,  304; 
45  Am.  Dec.  207. 

*  Boone  on  Real  Property,  sec.  116; 
Saunders's  Case,  5  Rep.  12;  Viner  v, 
Viiughn,  2  Beav.  466. 

'  0 wings    V.    Eiuery,   6  Gill,    260; 


United  States  v.  Gear,  3  How.  120; 
Irwin  V.  Covode,  24  Pa.  St.  162. 

»  Neel  t>.  Neel,  19  Pa.  St.  324;  Gaines 
V.  Green  Pond  etc.  Co.,  .33  N.  J.  Eq. 
603;  Elias  v.  Griffith,  L.  R.  8  Ch.  Div. 
521;  Stoughton  w.  1  M>,'h,  1  Taunt.  410. 

•Id.;  Billings  v.  Taylor,  10  Pick. 
460;  20  Am.  Dec.  533;  Findlay  v. 
Smith,  6  Munf.  134;  8  Am.  Dec.  73.S. 

"Kierw.  Peterson,  41  Pa.  St.  361; 
Irwin  V.  Covode,  24  Pa.  St.  162. 

"  Findlay  v.  Smith,  6  Munf.  134;  8 
Am.  Dec.  733. 

'^  Emery  v.  Owings,  6  Gill,  191. 

"  Wilson  V.  Smith,  5  Yerg.  379, 
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or  limestone.  Held,  that  he  might  quarry  limestone  on  the 
premises  for  the  use  of  the  furnace:  Watterson  v.  Reynolds,  95 
Pa.  St.  474;  40  Am.  Rep.  672.  A  landlord  leased  premises  for 
the  express  and  sole  purpose  of  mining  and  taking  carbon  oil 
therefrom  at  a  fixed  royalty.  The  tenant  opened  a  well  which 
produced  both  oil  and  hydro-carbon  gas,  the  latter  in  large 
quantities  issuing  by  its  own  force  from  the  well.  The  tenant 
separated  the  gas  from  the  oil,  and  by  pipes  conducted  it  beyond 
the  leased  premises,  where  he  sold  or  appropriated  it  to  his  own 
use.  Held,  that  the  tenant  was  not  accountable  to  the  landlord 
for  the  gas  or  its  value:  Wood  Co.  Petroleum  Co.  v.  Transp.  Co.,  28 
W.  Va.  210;  57  Am.  Rep.  659. 

§  2860.    Excusable  Waste— Act    of  God,   etc.  —  For 

waste  arising  from  the  act  of  God,  the  public  enemy,  or 
the  act  of  the  law,  the  tenant  is  not  responsible.'  But 
where  a  house  which  a  lessee  for  a  year  held  under  a  lease 
without  special  covenants  was  destroyed  by  an  armed 
mob,  which  the  lessee  had  reason  to  believe  would  attack 
the  house  on  account  of  his  using  the  same  for  the  pur- 
pose of  distributing  a  certain  newspaper,  it  was  held  that 
the  lessee  was  liable  for  waste.^ 

§2861.  Remedy  for  Waste  —  At  Law. — At  common 
law,  a  writ  of  waste  might  be  brought  by  him  who  had  the 
immediate  estate  of  inheritance  in  reversion  or  remainder 
against  the  tenant  for  life,  tenant  in  dower,  tenant  by  the 
curtesy,  or  tenant  for  years;  it  might  also  be  brought  by 
one  tenant  in  common  or  joint  tenant  against  another 
who  wasted  the  estate  held  in  common  or  joint  tenancy. 
Bat  it  did  not  lie  between  coparceners;  and  in  many  other 
cases,  also,  the  courts  of  law  had  no  effective  jurisdiction 
in  waste.^  In  this  country  the  action  for  waste  is  to  a 
great  extent  regulated  by  statute.*  To  sustain  the  ac- 
tion, the  plaintiff  must  have  title  to  the  land.*    But  it 


1,  191. 
ferg.  379. 


'  Wliite  V.  Wagner,  4  Har.  &  J.  373; 
7  Am.  Dec.  674. 

^  White  V.  Wagner,  4  Har.  &  J.  373; 
7  Am.  Dec.  fi7<). 

"Snell's  Equity,  493;  Miles  v. 
Miles,  32  N.  H.  147;  64  Am.  Dec. 
3G2. 


*  See  1  Stimson's  Aniericaa  Statute 
Law,  sec.  135. 

*  Hughlett  V.  Harris,  1  Del.  Ch.  349; 

12  Am.  Dec.  104;  Gillett  v.  Treganza, 

13  Wis.  472;  Whitney  v.  Morrow,  :i4 
W^is.  644;  London  v.  Wartield,  5  J.  J. 
Marsh.  196. 
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has  been  lielJ  that  a  trustee  may  sue/  also  a  cestui  que 
irust.^ 

§  2862.  Remedy  for  Waste  —  In  Equity.  —  The  remedy 
for  waste  aflbrded  by  courts  of  equity  is  more  complete. 
They  have  extended  their  relief  to  cases  where  the  reme- 
dies provided  in  the  courts  of  common  law  could  not  be 
made  to  apply;  and  to  cases  where  the  titles  of  the  parties 
were  purely  of  an  equitable  nature;  and  to  cases  where 
the  waste  was  what  is  commonly  termed  equitable  waste, 
meaning  acts  which  were  deemed  waste  only  in  courts  of 
equity;  and  to  cases  where  no  waste  had  been  actually 
committed,  but  was  only  meditated  or  apprehended.* 
Where  the  waste  is  trivial  and  of  small  extent,  equity  will 
not  interfere;*  and  the  mere  apprehension  that  waste  will 
be  committed  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  an  injunction.* 
The  aid  of  equity  is  also  restricted  to  cases  in  which  the 
title  is  clear  and  undisputed;'  and,  as  a  general  rule,  is 
never  granted  against  a  defendant  in  possession  claim- 
ing adversely  to  the  plaintiff.' 

§  2863.  Termination  of  Lease — By  Lapse  of  Time  or 
Agreement. — Where  there  is  a  lease  for  a  certain  fixed 
period,  the  tenancy  will  terminate  without  notice  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  time  or  the  happening  of  the  event 
by  which  it  is  limited.*    An  express  provision  that  the 


'  Woodman  v.  Good,  6  Watts  &  S. 
169. 

'■'  Wyant  v,  DieflFendafer,  2  Grant  Caa. 
334 

"Snell's  Equity,  494;  Story's  Eq. 
Jur.  91 '2;  Kane  v.  Viimlerliurgh,  1 
Johns.  Cli.  4;  Wilds  v.  Layton,  1  Del. 
Ch.  2-26;  12  Am.  Dec.  91;  Duvall  v. 
Waters,  1  Uland,  569;  18  Am.  Dec.  350; 
Smith  V.  City  Council,  19  Ga.  89;  03 
Am.  Dec.  298. 

*  Barry  v.  Barry,  1  Jacob  &  W.  631. 

'  Watson  V.  Hunter,  6  Johns.  Ch. 
169;  9  Am.  Dec.  295;  Hanson  v. 
Gardiner,  7  Ves.  307. 

'  Storm  V.  Mann,  4  Johns.  Cb.  21; 


Higgins  V.  Woodward,  1  Hopk.  Ch. 
342;  Tessier  v.  Wise,  3  Bland,  60; 
Hough  V.  Martin,  2  Dev.  &  B.  Eq.  .S7U; 
34  Am.  Dec.  403. 

'  Lansing  v.  Steam  Co.,  7  Johns.  Ch. 
162;  Pillaworth  v.  Hopton,  6  Vus. 
51. 

*  Jackson  u.  Parkhurst,  5  Johns.  I'JS; 
Bedford  v.  McElherron,  2  Serg.  &  Jl. 
47;  Ellis  v.  Paige,  1  Pick.  4S;  Lul- 
ford  V.  Barber,  1  Term  Rep.  86;  Ack- 
land  V.  Sutley,  9  Ad.  &  E.  879;  Rich 
V.  Keyser,  54  Pa.  St.  86;  Jackson  v. 
Brandt,  2  Caines,  169;  Chesley  r. 
Welch,  .37  Me.  106.  When  possession 
is  obtained  by  vendee  under  an  agruu- 
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lessor  may  terminate  the  lease  on  notice,  and  paying  for 
improvements,  does  not  exclude  hin  right,  upon  equitable 
grounds,  to  have  a  rescission  of  tlie  louse  for  breach  of 
the  lessee's  obligations.'  Where  one  gives  a  lease  reserv- 
ing the  right  to  terminate  it  by  a  sale  of  the  premises,  a 
sale  terminates  the  lease,  if  made  in  good  faith,  although 
for  a  nominal  consideration;  but  it  is  otherwise  if  the  sale 
is  a  sham  and  a  subterfuge.'  A  lease  of  land  "  for  the 
term  of  the  life"  of  the  lessee,  "and  the  life  of"  her  hus- 
band and  of  another  person  named,  is  not  terminated  by 
the  death  of  the  lessee.'  A  lease  given  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  land-owner  from  the  country,  by  an  agent 
having  authority  only  to  "take  charge  of  the  land  while 
he  was  gone,  and  make  it  pay  the  best  way  he  could,"  is 
terminable  by  the  land-owner  on  his  return.*  A  lease  to 
a  club  during  its  existence  "as  now  organized"  will  not 
be  terminated  by  the  incorporation  of  the  club."  A  lease 
for  "the  whole  time  that  the  lessee  may  be  postmaster" 
expires  with  the  expiration  of  the  commission  held  by 
him  at  the  time  of  execution  of  the  lease.* 

§  2864.  By  Merger. — If  a  term  for  years  becomes 
vested  in  the  person  who  is  seised  of  the  freehold,  the 
term  merges  in  the  freehold,  and  becomes  extinct.'  But 
the  rights  of  lessor  and  lessee  do  not  merge  upon  a  con- 
veyance by  the  former  to  the  latter,  if  the  former  has 
already  assigned  the  rents  for  a  specified  term,  and  the 
rights  of  his  assignee  are  reserved  in  the  conveyance.^ 
The  land  itself,  and  the  right  to  the  rent,  must  vest  in  the 
same  person.'    Where  a  lessee  after  subletting  assigns  to 


ment  to  convey,  notice  to  quit  when 
he  fails  to  comply  with  the  require- 
meuts  of  the  contract  is  unnecessary: 
Glascock  V.  Robards,  14  Mo.  350;  55 
Am.  Dec.  108. 

'  Kentucky  River  Nav.  Co.  r.  Com- 
monwealth, 13  Bush,  435. 

'  Dunn  V.  Jafifray,  3(j  Kan.  408;  Ela 
r.  Bankes,  37  Wis.  89. 

>  Flagg  V.  Badger,  58  Me.  258. 


*  Antoni  v.  Belknap,  102  Mass.  193. 
"  Alexander  v.  Tolleston  Club,  110 

111.  (55. 

BEaston  v.  Mitchell,  21  111.  App. 
189. 

'  4  Kent's  Com.  98;  Martin  v.  Searcy, 
3  Stew.  50;  20  Am.  Dec.  (54. 

8  Childs  V.  Clark,  3  Barb.  Ch.  52;  49 
Am.  Dec.  164. 

•  Phillips  V.  Bonsai,  2  Binn.  138. 
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the  lessor,  who  receives  from  the  sublessee  the  rent  re- 
served ill  the  sublease,  there  is  no  merger.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  lessee  sublet  the  leased  premises;  the 
sublessee  afterwards,  and  during  the  terra,  took  a  deed  of  the 
promises  in  fee-simple  from  the  owner,  and  an  assignment  of 
the  lease,  and  afterwards  sued  the  lessee  for  rent.  Held,  not 
maintainable:  Liebschutz  v.  Moore,  70  Ind.  142;  36  Am.  Rep, 
182.  A  loan  was  secured  by  mortgage  to  be  paid  in  five  years, 
interest  payable  annually;  at  the  same  time  a  lease  was  made 
of  the  same  premises  by  the  mortgagor  to  the  mortgagee  for  the 
same  period,  reserving  rent.  Held,  that  it  would  be  presun)ed 
that  the  mortgage  was  first  executed  and  that  such  mortgage 
did  not  bar  a  recovery  of  the  rent  due  on  the  lease:  Ncwcdl  v. 
Wright,  3  Mass.  138;  3  Am.  Dec.  98.  A  purchased  land  from 
a  lessor,  with  an  agreement  for  repurchase,  and  that  any  lease 
executed  by  A,  during  the  period  allowed  for  repurchase,  should 
be  recognized  as  valid  by  the  lessor  on  repurchase.  During 
said  period  A  executed  a  new  lease  to  the  original  lessee  before 
the  expiration  of  his  term.  Held,  that  the  acceptance  of  the 
new  lease  was  an  extinguishment  of  the  old,  notwithstanding  a 
provision  in  the  former  that  upon  repurchase  it  was  to  be  null 
and  void:  Otis  v.  McMillan,  70  Ala.  46. 

§  2865.  By  Surrrender.  —  A  tenancy  for  years  may  be 
determined  by  surrender.  Surrender  is  the  yielding  up 
of  an  estate  for  life  or  years  to  him  who  has  the  immediate 
estate  in  reversion.'*  A  surrender  to  a  landlord  is  effected 
either  by  words  manifesting  the  intention  of  the  lessee  to 
yield  up  his  estate,  or  by  operation  of  law,  where  the 
parties,  without  such  words,  do  some  act  which  implies 
that  they  both  agree  to  consider  the  surrender  as  made.' 
A  surrender  by  operation  of  law  takes  place  where  the 
owner  of  a  particular  estate  has  been  a  party  to  some  act 
the  validity  of  which  he  is  by  law  afterwards  estopped  from 
disputing,  and  which  would  not  be  valid  if  his  particular 
estate  had  continued  to  exist.*  The  surrender  must  be 
made  to  the  lessor  himself  or  to  the  party  legally  entitled 

1  Bailey  v.  Richardson,  66  Cal.  416.  Nelson  v.   Thompson,  23  Minn.  508; 

Miailey   v.    Wells,  8  Wis.  141;   76  Mitchell  v.  Blossom,  24  Mo.  App.  48; 

Am.  IJec.  233;  Grieder'a  Appeal,  5  Pa.  Witman  v.  Watry,  31  Wis.  038;  Biiilcy 

St.  422.  V.  Delaplaine,  1  Sand.  5. 

^Beall   V.    White,   94  U.   S.    382;  ^  Suiith  v.  Peudergast,  26  Minn.  31S. 
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under  him.'  A  surrender  of  a  lenso  requires  a  mutual 
agreement  between  the  lessor  and  original  lessee  tlmt 
the  lease  shall  terminate;  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  the 
agreement  should  be  express;  it  may  bo  inferred  from  the 
conduct  of  the  parties.*  Thus  where,  by  agreement  be- 
tween the  lessor  and  lessee,  the  latter  abandons  his  pos- 
session and  the  former  resumes  possession  of  the  premises, 
there  is  a  surrender  by  operation  of  law;'  or  where,  by  au 
oral  agreement  between  lessor,  lessee,  and  a  third  party, 
a  new  term  i  created  in  the  latter,  who  enters  and  pays 
rent.*  Removal  by  a  tenant,  and  giving  the  key  to  the 
landlord,  before  expiration  of  tlie  term,  does  not  neces- 
sarily amount  to  a  surrender  of  the  term.'  But  when  a 
landlord  takes  the  key  to  premises,  and  deals  with  it  as  if 
it  had  become  his  own,  the  act  is  sufficient  to  authorize  a 
jury  to  fi"d  that  the  landlord  intended  to  resume  posses- 
sion and  to  discharge  the  tenant  from  his  obligation  as 
lessee.* 

The  acceptance  of  a  new  lease  during  an  existing  lease 
is  a  surrender  by  operation  of  law.^  So  an  absolute  parol 
lease,  made  during  the  term  of  a  written  lease,  by  the 
landlord,  to  a  new  tenant,  with  the  consent  of  the  first 


1  Cornish  w.  Searell,  1  Moody  &R.  703; 
8  Best  &  S.  47  L  Two  gave  a  lease  for 
life  to  a  third;  and  he  afterwards  con- 
veyed his  interest  to  one  of  them. 
Held,  not  a  surrender  of  the  lease: 
Sperry  v.  Sperry,  8  N.  H.  477. 

»  Bedford  V.  Terhune,  SO  N.  Y.  453; 
8G  Am.  Dec.  394;  Hasscltine  v.  Scavey, 
16  Me.  212;  Dayton  v.  Craik,  26  Minn. 
133. 

»  Bedford  v.  Terhune,  30  N.  Y.  453; 
86  Am.  Dec.  394;  Coe  v.  Hobby,  72 
N.  Y.  141 ;  28  Am.  Rep.  120;  Amory  v. 
Kannoffsky,    117   Mass.  351;  19  Am. 


*  Wallace  v.  Kennelly,  47  N.  J.  L. 
242. 

*  Prentiss  v.  Warne,  10  Mo.  601; 
Townsend  v.  Albers,  3  E.  D.  Smith, 
560;  Lucy  v.  Wilkins,  33  Minn.  441; 
Morgan  v.  Smith,  70  N.  Y.  587;  Ladd 
V.  Smith,  6  Or.  316;  Thomas  v.  Nelson, 
69N.  Y.  118. 

"  Dos  Santos  v.  HoUinshead,  4  Phil. 
67;  Hegeman  v.  Mc Arthur,  1  £.  D. 
Smith,  147.  But  it  is  not  conclusive: 
Milling  V.  Beck' r  96  Pa.  St.  182. 
Nor  where  the  Uiidiiird  continues  to 
claim  the  rent:  Auer  v.  Peuu,  99  Pa. 


Rep.    416;    Phene  v.   Popplewell,    12    St.  370;  44  Am.  Rep.  114 


16  Minn.  318. 


Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  334;  Clemens  v. 
Broomtield,  19  Mo.  118;  Witman  v. 
Watry,  31  Wis.  638;  Mackeller  v. 
Sigler,  47  How.  Pr.  20;  Thomas  v. 
Cook,  2  Barn.  &  Aid.  119;  Davison 
V.  Gent,  1  Hurl.  &  N.  744;  Dodd  v. 
Acklom,  4  Man.  ft  G.  672;  Beall  v. 
Wiiite,  94  U.  S.  382. 


'  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  38;  Jungerman  v.  Bovee,  19  Cal. 
.354;  Enyeart  v.  Davis,  17  Neb.  228; 
Hoag  V.  Carpenter,  18  111.  App.  555; 
Van  Rensselaer  v.  Penniman,  6  Wend. 
669;  Liviugstoa  v.  Potta,  16  Johns. 
2b. 


§  2SG5 


LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 


4G70 


lessee,  amounts  to  a  surrender  of  the  first  lease.'  The 
statute  of  frauds  prohibits  the  surrender  of  terms  of  years 
or  other  interests  in  lands,  unless  by  deed,  note  in  writ- 
ing;, or  operation  of  law.  Hence  a  parol  surrender  is  not 
valid'  unless  the  parties  act  under  it,  in  which  case  it  is  a 
surrender  "by  act  or  operation  of  law,"  wl  '  '^  is  excepted 
from  the  statute  of  frauds.'  But  where  t  jase  is  for  a 
term  which  would  be  good  by  parol,  a  parol  surrender  is 
good.*  And  the  acceptance  of  a  new  parol  lease,  binding 
within  the  statute  of  frauds,  would  bo  a  surrender  in  law 
of  an  existing  sealed  lease  for  a  term.*  But  to  effect  the 
surrender  of  an  existing  lease  by  operation  of  law,  there 
must  be  a  new  lease  valid  and  effectual  in  law.  Therefore 
an  oral  agreement  for  a  term  longer  than  a  year  will  not 
operate  as  a  surrender  of  an  existing  written  lease."  A 
mere  erasure,  cancellation,  or  destruction  of  the  lease 
itself  is  not  a  sufficient  surrender,^  unless  done  by  the 
mutual  consent  of  the  lessor  and  lessee  for  '  e  purpose  of 
making  a  now  one.'     If  the  tenant  agrees  irchase  the 

premises  from  the  grantee  of  his  landlord,  and  until  con- 
veyance to  pay  rent,  it  is  held  to  be  a  surrender."  All 
rent  not  due  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  is  thereby  ex- 
tinguished, and  can  neither  be  distrained  for  nor  collected 
by  action.*"  The  surrender  of  leased  premises  by  the  ad- 
ministrator of  a  deceased  lessee  who  has  occupied  the 
premises  after  the  death  of  the  lessee,  and  its  acceptance 
by  the  lessor  without  any  reservation  of  or  agreement  for 
a  right  to  sue  the  administrator,  or  to  prove  against  the 
insolvent  estate  of  the  lessee,  terminates  all  liability  of 


I  Whitney  v.  Meyers,  1  Duor,  266; 
Logan  V.  Anderson,  2  Doug.  (Mich.) 
101;  Clemens  v.  BroomfieUl.  ly  Mo.  118. 

•^  Bailey  v.  Wells,  8  Wis.  141;  76 
Am.  Deo.  233;  Jackson  v.  Gardner,  8 
Johns.  404. 

*  Vandekar  v.  Reeves,  40  Hun,  430. 

♦  Kiester  v.  Miller,  25  Pa.  St.  481. 

'  Smith  r.  Niver,  2  Barb.  180;  Coe 
V.  Hobby,  72  N.  Y.  141;  28  Am.  Rep. 
120. 


8  Coe  V.  Hobby,  72  N.  Y.  141 ;  28  Am. 
Rep.  120. 

'  Ward  V.  Lnmley,  5  Hurl.  &  N.  88. 
See  Roe  v.  Conway,  74  N.  Y.  201. 

8  Baker  v.  Pratt,  15  111.  508. 

•  Deuison  v.  Wertz,  7  Serg.  &  R. 
372. 

I'Grieder's  Appeal,  5  Pa.  St.  422; 
Curtis  V.  Miller,  17  Barb.  479;  Bain  v. 
Clark,  10  Johns.  422. 
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the  administrator  or  of  tlio  estate  upon  the  covenants  of 
the  lease.'  The  surrender  of  a  term  does  not  oi)C'riilo  to 
(liseliarge  the  tenant  or  l)i3  sureties  from  rent  alreiuly 
accrued  and  become  payable,*  or  for  any  breach  of  his 
covenants  occurring  previous  to  its  date.'  Where  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  value  of  the  use  of  demised  premises 
id  impaired  by  a  surrender  of  a  portion  of  them,  the  land- 
lord may  recover  the  entire  rent  reserved,  notwithstand- 
ing such  partial  surrender.*  As  a  surrender  terminates 
completely  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  it  is  held 
at  common  law  that  a  lessee  who  has  underlet,  and  after- 
wards surrenders  to  the  lessor,  loses  thereupon  all  right  to 
hold  the  sublessee  to  his  covenants  and  to  collect  the 
rent  which  may  have  accrued,  while  he,  on  the  other 
hand,  cannot,  by  his  surrender,  destroy  the  estate  which 
the  sublessee  has  already  acquired.  This  anomaly  has 
been  changed  by  statute  in  some  states.' 

Illustrations. —  A  tenant,  after  commencing  to  cultivate  a 
crop,  left  the  country,  telling  the  landlord  to  take  charge  of  the 
crop,  finish  cultivating  it,  and  pay  himself  out  of  the  rent,  and 
the  landlord  re-entered.  Ileldy  a  surrender:  Shahan  v.  Jlerz- 
herg,  73  Ala.  59.  In  an  action  for  rent  upon  a  sealed  lease  for 
ten  years,  it  was  shown  that  after  three  years  the  parties  orally 
agreed  to  reduce  the  rent  one  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  that 
the  lessor  might  terminate  the  lease  by  three  months'  notice. 
The  agreement  for  reduction  was  made  pending  a  suit  for  rent. 
The  agreement  for  termination  was  subsequent  and  indepen- 
dent. Held,  1.  That  the  agreement,  if  valid,  was  not  a  new 
leasing,  but  a  mere  modification  as  to  certain  terms,  and  no 
intention  to  surrender  could  be  inferred ;  2.  That  the  agreement 
for  reduction  was  void  for  want  of  consideration,  neither  the 
payment  of  the  costs  in  the  pending  action,  for  which  defendant 
was  legally  liable,  nor  the  subsequent  agreement  for  termination, 
constituting  a  consideration:  Coe  v.  Hobby,  72  N.  Y.  141;  28 
Am.  Rep.  120.  A  lease  reserved  to  the  landlord  the  right  to 
relet,  if  the  premises  should  become  vacant,  and  apply  the 


» Deane  v.  Caldwell,  127  Mass.  242. 
'  McKensie  v.  Farrell,  4  Bosw.  192. 

*  Roe  V.  Conway,  74  N.  Y.  201. 

*  Smith    V.    Peudergast,    26    Minn. 
318. 


'  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec,  .*?8. 

*  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  38;  1  Stiniaon's  American  Statute 
Law,  Lease. 
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proceeds  of  the  reletting  to  the  rent  reserved.  A  surety,  on 
notice  from  the  tenant  that  he  could  not  pay  the  rent,  arranged 
with  the  landlord's  agent  that  he  should  let  them.  The  agent 
put  up  a  bill  and  agreed  to  a  letting  j  the  original  lessee  removed ; 
was  succeeded  by  a  new  tenant,  and  he  entered  and  paid  rent 
for  a  short  time.  Held,  not  a  surrender,  and  that  the  original 
tenant  and  the  surety  were  still  liable:  Ogden  v.  Rowe,  3  E.  D. 
Smith,  312.  Difficulties  arose  between  the  parties  to  a  certain 
lease,  and  an  arbitration  was  agreed  upon,  one  of  the  written 
stipulations  being  that  the  lease  should  be  surrendered,  and  the 
arbitrators  having,  among  other  things,  power  to  settle  the  com- 
pensation which  should  be  paid  for  such  surrender.  The  lease, 
accordingly,  was  delivered  up  to  the  arbitrators,  who  made  an 
award,  which  was  set  aside  as  void,  and  then  one  of  the  arbitra- 
tors died.  Held,  t^at  the  lease  was  surrendered,  and  that  no 
action  could  be  .  aintained  upon  its  covenants:  Harris  v. 
Hiscock,  91  N.  "*  .  340.  The  plaintiff,  having  leased  certain 
premises  to  the  deiendant,  with  the  right  of  retaking  possession 
if  the  rent  was  not  paid  when  due,  notified  one  in  possession 
under  the  lessee  to  pay  the  rent  for  a  certain  quarter  or  leave 
the  premises,  when  in  fact  the  defendant  had  already  paid  the 
rent  for  that  quarter;  and  thereupon  *  le  tenant  left  the  prem- 
ises and  neither  honor  the  defendant  occupied  them  afterwards. 
Held,  a  surrender  and  acceptance  which  released  defendant 
from  further  liability  to  pay  rent:  Patchin  v.  DicJcerman,  31 
Vt.  666.  A  lease  for  a  year  contained  a  covenant  that  the  ten- 
ant, at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  should  leave  the  premises  in 
as  good  repair  as  at  the  commencement  of  the  term.  Held, 
that  an  accepted  surrender  before  the  end  of  the  year  did  not  ex- 
tinguish the  covenant:  Snowhill  v  Beed,  49  N.  J.  L.  292;  60  Am. 
Rep,  615.  An  agent  of  the  owner  leased  to  defendant  by  a  lease 
under  seal;  defendant  sublet  it  to  M.,  and  the  agent  thereupon 
agreed  to  look  to  M.  for  the  rent  and  to  accept  a  surrender  of 
defendant's  lease;  defendant  gave  him  the  lease  and  took  a 
receipt  therefor.  Held,  in  an  action  against  defendant  for  the 
rent,  1.  That  the  agent  had  an  implied  power  to  accept  a  sur- 
render; and  2.  That  the  facts  amounted  to  a  surrender  by 
operation  of  law:  Amory  v.  KannoffsJcy,  117  Mass.  351;  19  Aiii. 
Rep.  416.  In  a  surrender  by  a  lessee  for  one  year,  it  was  agreed 
that  he  should  remain  liable  for  the  year's  rent,  and  that  the 
lessor  might  take  all  lawful  means  for  the  recovery  thereof, 
according  to  the  lease.  Held,  that  by  the  surrender  the  relatio'i 
of  the  landlord  and  tenant  ceased,  and  the  landlord  could  not 
distrain  for  the  rent,  but  his  remedy  was  on  the  special  agree- 
ment: Bain  v.  Clarke,  10  Johns.  424.  A  lessor,  in  consideration 
of  the  lessee's  assignment  to  him  of  under-leases  of  the  demised 
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premises,  accepted  a  surrender  of  the  original  lease  "  without 
prejudice"  to  the  under-leases.  Held,  that  he  might  recover 
rent  from  one  of  the  sublessees  accruing  after  the  assignment: 
Beal  V.  Car  Co.,  125  Mass.  157;  28  Am.  Rep.  216. 

§  2866.  By  Abandonment.  —  Where  the  tenant  aban- 
dons the  premises,  the  landlord  may  elect  to  leave  them 
vacant,  and  may,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  recover  the  rent 
for  the  entire  term.'  If  the  landlord  enters  and  takes 
possession  of  the  premises,  he  has  a  right  to  recover  the 
rent  due  up  to  that  time,  but  his  right  to  recover  subse- 
quently accruing  rent  under  the  lease  is  at  an  end.^  Hu 
may,  however,  enter  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  and  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  house  without  releasing  the  rent;^ 
taking  possession,  repairing,  and  advertising  the  house 
to  rent  are  all  acts  in  the  interest  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  tenant,  and  do  not  discharge  him  from  his  covenant 
to  pay  the  rent.*  The  landlord  is  not  bound  to  rent  the 
premises  to  others  for  the  benefit  of  the  tenant.*  And 
even  if  it  is  the  duty  of  a  landlord  whose  tenant  has 
abandoned  the  premises  during  the  term  to  diminish  the 
loss  as  much  as  may  be  by  reletting,  this  duty  does  not 
extend  to  requiring  him  to  let  to  a  tenant  offering,  whose 
business  would  permanently  injure  the  premises." 

§  2867.  By  Forfeiture.  —  At  common  law,  the  attempt 
of  a  tenant  for  years  to  create  a  greater  estate  than  he  had 
operated  as  a  forfeiture  of  his  estate.'  But  this  rule  is 
abolished  in  this  country,  such  a  conveyance  simply  pass- 


>  Schuisler  v.  Ames,  16  Ala.  73;  50 
Am.  Dec.  168;  Rice  v.  Dudley,  63 
Aki.  CS;  Keely  v.  Dunn,  42  Ala.  262; 
AVithers  v.  Larrabee,  48  Me.  70;  Rol- 
lins V.  Moody,  72  Me.  135.  The  aban- 
donment of  the  premisea  by  the 
tenant  is  a  restoration  of  the  occu- 
pancy of  the  landlord:  Krank  v. 
Nichols,  6  Mo.  App.  72.  An  aban- 
donment by  the  tenant  acquiesced  in 
by  the  landlord  dispenses  with  the 
necessity  for  notice  by  the  tenant: 
Vegely  v,  Robinson,  20  Mo.  App.  199. 
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*  Schuisler  v.  Ames,  16  Ala,  73;  50 
Am.  Dec.  168. 

-  Livermore  v.  Eddy,  33  Mo.  547; 
Milling  V.  Becker,  W  Pa.  St.  182;  lu 
re  Orue,  15  Phila.  489. 

♦  Breuckniann  v.  Twibill,  89  Pa.  St. 
58;  Livermore  v.  Eddy,  33  Mo.  547; 
Bdling  V.  Smith,  4  Houat.  113. 

"Milling   V.    Becker,    96    Pa.    St. 
182. 
'  Allen  t'.  Saunders,  6  Neb.  436. 
»  Co.  Lit.  251  b. 
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ing  the  title  and  estate  which  the  tenant  possesses.*  A 
tenant  for  years  may  forfeit  his  term  by  a  disaffirmance 
of  his  landlord's  title.''  But  "mere  words  of  denial  or 
disclaimer  never  worked  a  forfeiture.*"  A  forfeiture  also 
occurs  where  a  condition  has  been  broken  in  a  lease 
which  reserves  to  the  lessor  the  right  to  re-enter  there- 
upon and  take  possession  of  tht  premises.'*  A  breacli  of 
covenant  by  the  tenant  gives  the  landlord  no  right  to  re- 
enter, unless  there  is  a  stipulation  in  the  lease  that  such 
breach  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  tenant's  interest.' 
His  remedy  is  a  claim  for  damages."  The  acceptance  by 
the  landlord  of  subsequently  accruing  rent  is  a  waiver  of  a 
forfeiture/  unless  the  lessor  was  ignorant  of  it  at  the  time.^ 
A  forfeiture  of  a  lease  is  not  waived  in  consequence  of  the 
lessee's  holding  over.'  If  the  lessee  be  released  from  the 
performance  of  a  part  of  a  condition  annexed  to  the  grant, 
the  whole  condition  is  gone,  and  the  estate  is  held  free 
and  discharged  of  the  condition.*"  A  lease  containing  a 
condition  that  it  shall  cease  and  determine  and  become 
null  and  void  upon  non-payment  of  rent  or  other  default 
by  the  tenant,  whether  it  be  a  lease  for  life  or  for  years, 
does  not  become  absolutely  void  upon  a  default,  but 
though  void  as  to  the  lessee's  estate,  it  is  voidable  only 
as  to  the  lessor,  and  he  may  waive  the  forfeiture  and  con- 
tinue the  lease,  and  it  will  still  bind  the  lessee."  Under  a 
provision  in  a  lease  that,  in  case  of  breach  of  covenant, 


'  See  ante.  Title  Real  Property; 
GriffiQ  «.  Fellows,  81  Pa.  St.  114, 

» Bolton  V.  Landers,  27  Cal.  104; 
Newman  v.  Rutter,  8  Watts,  51;  Jack- 
Boii  V.  Vincent,  4  Wend.  633;  Duke  v. 
Harper,  6  Ycig.  280;  27  Am.  Dec.  462; 
Wilson  V.  Watkins,  3  Pet.  49;  Wall  v. 
Goodenough,  16  111.  415. 

*  De  Laacey  v.  Ganong,  9  N.  Y.  27; 
Montgomery  v.  Craig,  5  Dana,  101. 

*  1  Schouler  on  Personal  Property, 
sec.  .39. 

*  Den  V.  Post,  25  N.  J.  L.  285.  The 
failure  of  a  tenant  to  pay  rent  will  not 
work  a  forfeiture  of  his  estate,  unless 
it  is  so  expressed  in  the  lease  or  agree- 


ment: Brown  v.  Bragg,  22  Ind.  122; 
Gaskill  V.  Trainer,  3  Cal.  334. 

«  Spear  v.  Fuller,  8  N.  H.  174;  28 
Am.  Dec.  391. 

'  Gomber  v.  Hackett,  6  Wis.  323;  70 
Am.  Dec.  407;  McKildoe  v.  Darracott, 
13  Gratt.  278;  McGlynn  v.  Moore,  i;j 
Cal.  384;  Crouch  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Mo. 
App.  315;  Johnson  v.  Douglass,  73 
Mo.  168. 

^Jackson  v.  Brownson,  7  Johns. 
227;  5  Am.  Dec.  258. 

•  Calderwood  v.  Brooks,  28  Cal.  l")!. 

»  Dakin  v.  Williams,  17  Wend.  447 

''  Clark  V.  Jones,  1  Denio,  516;  43 
Am.  Dec.  706. 
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"the  term  shall  become  void  at  the  lessor's  option,"  a 
breach  will  not  work  a  forfeiture  without  some  act  on  the 
part  of  the  lessor  declaring  or  claiming  it.^  An  actual 
entry  should  be  made  for  condition  broken,  in  order  to 
complete  the  forfeiture  and  defeat  the  lease.''  Forfeiture 
clauses  will  be  restricted  as  far  as  possible.'  A  lessor  will 
not  be  allowed  to  enforce  a  forfeiture  for  non-payment  of 
rent,  where  the  lessee  makes  speedy  application  for  relief, 
tendering  the  amount  due.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  lease  contained  a  condition  for  re-entry 
in  case  the  lessee  should  underlet  without  the  written  consent  of 
the  lessor.     The  lessor  consented  to  an  under-lease  for  a  certain 
term,  less  than  the  original  term,  and  the  lessee  executed  an 
under-lease  for  such  term,  but  without  the  lessor's  knowledge 
inserted  a  condition  that  the  under-lessee  might,  at  his  election, 
have  an  extension  of  the  term  until  the  end  of  the  lessee's  original 
term.    The  lessor  accepted  rent  after  notice  of  the  condition 
for  the  extended  term,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  authorized  term. 
Held,  1.  That  the  lessor's  consent  did  not  cover  the  condition 
for  an  extended  term,  and  that  therefore  the  original  lease  was 
liable  to  forfeiture;   2.  That  the  lessor's  right  of  re-entry  ac- 
crued at  the  making  of  the  under-lease  containing  the  condition, 
and  not  at  the  beginning  of  the  extension,  and  that  therefore 
he  had  waived  the  forfeiture  by  the  acceptance  of  rent  after 
notice  of  the  condition  for  extension:  Collins  v.  Hasbrouck,  56 
N.  Y.  157;  15  Am.  Rep.  407.     By  the  terms  of  a  lease,  the 
lessee,  if  he  failed  to  pay  all  taxes  during  his  term,  was  to  forfeit 
all  the  improvements  made  by  him.     The  lessee  failed  to  pay 
Bonie  of  the  taxes  until  after  the  expiration  of  his  lease,  but 
before  the  entry  of  the  lessor  to  enforce  the  forfeiture.     Held, 
that  the  forfeiture  was  saved:  Planters'  Ins.  Co.y.  Diggs,  8  Baxt. 
563. 

§  2868.  By  Notice  to  Quit  — In  General.  —  The  rela- 
tion of  landlord  and  tenant  is  terminated  by  a  notice  to 
quit,  given  either  by  the  landlord  or  the  tenant,  in  a  legal 
manner,  and  under  the  proper  circumstances.  A  tenant 
notified  to  quit  may  treat  the  lease  as  ended.' 

'  Walker  r.  Engler,  30  Mo.  130.  >  Miller  v.  Havens,  51  Mich.  482. 

'  Doe  V.  Birch,  1  Mee8.  &  W.  402;  *  Horton   v.  New   York  Cent.    etc. 

Jonea  v.  Carter,  15  Mees.  &  W.  718;  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Abb.  N.  C.  30. 

Fifty  Associates  v.  Howlaml,  1 1   Met.  *  Conkling  v.  Tuttle,  52   Mich.  630. 
99;  Goruer  v.  Hannah,  15  Duer,  262. 
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§2869.  When  Notice  to  Quit  Required.  —  Tenants 
from  year  to  year  are  entitled  to  notice  to  quit.*  So  a 
notice  to  quit  is  necessary  to  terminate  a  tenancy  from 
montli  to  month.^  So  a  weekly  tenancy  requires  notice 
to  terminate  it.' 

At  common  law,  no  notice  was  necessary  to  terminate 
an  estate  at  will;  it  was  at  once  determined  by  any  act  of 
the  landlord  inconsistent  with  the  existence  of  the  estate.* 
This  doctrine  was  laid  down  in  many  of  the  earlier  cases 
in  this  country;*  and  such  seems  still  to  be  the  rule  of  the 
courts  in  Alabama,  Illinois,  Vermont,  and  perhaps  Ken- 


'  Stedman  v.  Mcintosh,  4  Ired.  291 ; 
42  Am.  Dec.  123;  Sullivan  v.  Cary,  17 
Cal.  SO;  Larkiu  v.  Avery,  23  Conn. 
304;  Herrell  v.  Sizeland,  81  111.  457; 
Jackson  v.  Hu(;lies,  1  Blackf.  421; 
Miller  v.  Shackleford,  4  Dana,  204; 
Morehead  v.  Watkyns,  6  B.  Mon.  228; 
Hall  V.  Myers,  43  Md.  446;  Ridgely 
V.  Stilwell,  25  Mo.  570;  Den  v.  Drake, 
14  N.  J.  L.  523;  Den  v.  Blair,  15  N. 
J,  L.  181;  Den  v.  Snowhill,  23  N.  J. 
L.  447;  Jackson  v.  Salmon,  4  Wend. 
327;  Bradley  v.  Covel,  4  Cow.  350; 
Jackson  v.  Miller,  7  Cow.  747;  Nichols 
V.  Williams,  8  Cow.  13;  People  v. 
Paulding,  22  Hun,  91;  Den  v.  Cox,  5 
Ired.  521;  Garrett  v.  Clark,  6  Or.  4(54; 
Lloyd  V.  Cozens,  2  Ashm.  131;  Brown 
V.  Vanhorn,  1  Binn.  ,334;  Fahnestock 
V.  Faustenauer,  6  Serg.  &  B.  174; 
Logan  V.  Herron,  8  Serg.  &  R.  459; 
Thomas  v.  Wright,  9  Serg.  &  R.  87; 
McDowell  V.  Simpson,  3  Watts,  129; 
27  Am.  Dec.  338;  Lesley  v.  Randolph, 
4  Rawle,  123;  Magaw  v.  Cannon,  3 
Watts,  139;  Godard  o.  R.  R.  Co.,  2 
Rich.  34U;  Floyd  v.  Floyd,  4  Rich.  23; 
Thurber  v.  Dwyer,  10  R.  I.  355; 
Hanchet  v.  Whitney,  1  Vt.  31 1 ;  Hall 
V.  Wadsworth,  28  Vt.  410;  Boudette 
V.  Pierce,  50  Vt.  212. 

»  Prickett  v.  Ritter,  16  III.  9G;  Seem 
t>.  McLues,  24  111.  192;  Dunne  v.  Schools, 
39  111.  508;  Creighton  v.  Sanders,  8 
Rep.,  N.  S.,  650;  Brownell  v.  Welch, 
91  111.  523;  Kinsey  v.  Minnick,  43 
Md.  112;  Gunn  v.  Sinclair,  52  Mo. 
327;  Steffens  v.  Earl,  40  N.  J.  L.  128; 
29  Am.  Rep.  214;  6  Rep.,  N.  S.,  402; 
Geiger  v.  Brauu,  6  Daly,  506;  Mathew- 


son  V.  Thompson,  12  R.  L  228.  A 
tenancy,  to  commence  on  the  first  da 
of  a  specified  month,  at  a  specified 
monthly  rent,  is  a  monthly  tenancy: 
Steffens  v.  Earl,  40  N.  J.  L.  128;  29 
Am.  Rep.  214.  Where,  after  a  lease 
for  one  year  has  expired,  a  new  luasu 
is  made  by  the  mouth,  the  landlord 
has  the  rigiit  to  terminate  the  lease  at 
the  end  of  any  mouth,  by  giving  the 
proper  notice:  Brownell  v.  Welch,  91 
111.  523. 

*  Finlayson  v.  Bayley,  5  Car.  &  P. 
67;  Jones  v.  Mills,  10  Com.  B.,  N.  S., 
788. 

*  Dimsdaler.  Ives,  2  Lev.  88;  James 
V.  Dean,  11  Ves.  383;  Turner  r.  Ben- 
nett, 9  Mecs.  &  W.  043;  Pollen  r. 
Brewer,  7  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  371;  Davies 
V.  Tiiomas,  6  Ex.  854. 

*  Dunne  v.  Schools,  39  III.  568;  Sul- 
livan V.  Enders,  3  Dana,  66;  Robie  v. 
Smith,  21  Me.  114;  Davis  v.  Thomp- 
Bon,  13  Me.  209;  Moore ».  Boyd,  24 
Me.  242;  Gordon  v.  Gilman,  48  Mu. 
473;  Withers  v.  Larrabee,  48  Me.  570; 
Reed  v.  Reed,  48  Me.  388;  Esty  v. 
Baker,  50  Mo.  325;  79  Am.  Dec.  010; 
Ellis  V.  Paige,  1  Pick.  43;  Hildreth  v. 
Conant,  10  Met.  298;  Benedict  v. 
Morse,  10  Met.  223;  Kelly  v.  Waite, 
12  Met.  300;  Cooper  v.  Adams,  G 
Cush.  87;  McFarland  v.  Chase,  7 
Gray,  462;  Curtis  v.  Galvin,  1  Allen, 
215;  Clark?).  Wheelock,.99  Mass.  14; 
Jackson  i\  Bradt,  2  Cal.  169;  Den  v. 
HowuU,  7  Ired.  496;  Chamberlin  t'. 
Donahue,  45  Vt.  50;  Uarriaoa  v.  Mid- 
dle tou,  11  Gratt.  627. 
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tucky.*  But  in  other  cases  the  courts,  regarding  a  tenancy 
at  will  as  constructively  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year,  hold 
notice  essential  to  determine  it;  ^  and  notice  is  likewise 
required  by  statute  now  in  many  of  the  states.' 

At  common  law,  a  tenant  at  sufferance  is  not  entitled  to 
notice  to  quit.*  As  between  vendor  and  vendee,  where 
the  vendee  has  been  let  into  possession  of  the  premises 
under  a  contract  of  purchase,  which  he  has  failed  to  com- 
ply with,  such  vendee  is  not  entitled  to  notice.*  But  by 
statute  in  some  states,  notice  to  quit  is  required  to  be 
given  to  a  tenant  at  sufferance.®  It  has  been  held  that  a 
tenant  from  year  to  year  holding  over  after  the  expira- 


'  Cook  V.  Cook,  28  Ala.  660;  Herrell 
V.  Sizeland,  8i  111.  457;  Rich  v.  Bolton, 
4G  Vt.  84;  14  Am.  Rep.  015;  Sullivaa 
V.  Enders,  3  Dana,  GG. 

'•'  Larkin  v.  Avery,  23  Conn.  .S04; 
Cody  V.  Qiiarterman,  12  Ga.  38G; 
Squires  v.  Hutf,  3  A.  K.  Marsh.  17; 
Phillips  V.  Covert,  7  Johns.  1;  Clark 
t>.  Smith,  25  Pa.  St.  137;  Dillon  v. 
Brown,  ll  Gray,  179;  71  Am.  Dec. 
701. 

*  See  1  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  2U51;  and  see  Semmes  v. 
United  States,  14  Ct.  of  CI.  493; 
Blum  r.  Robertson,  24  Cal.  127;  Fris- 
bie  V.  Price,  27  Cal.  253;  King  v.  Con- 
nolly, 51  Cal.  181;  Bonsall  v.  xMcKay, 
1  Houst.  520;  Cunningham  v.  Holton, 
55  Me.  33;  Thomas  v.  Steamship  Co., 
71  Me.  548;  Prescott  r.  Elm,  7  Cush. 
.340;  Sanford  v.  Harvey,  11  Cush.  93; 
Davis  V.  Murphy,  126  Mass.  143; 
Woodrow  r.  Michael,  13  Mich.  187; 
Murray  v.  Armstrong,  11  Mo.  209; 
Burns  v.  Bryant,  31  N.  Y.  453. 

*  Reed  v.  Reed,  48  Me.  388;  Allen 
V.  Carpenter,  15  Mich.  25;  Jaek.son  v. 
Parkhurst,  5  Johns.  128;  Jackson  v. 
Anderson,  12  Johns.  182;  Doe  v. 
Maisuy,  8  Barn.  &  C.  767;  Hauxhurst 
V.  Lobree,  38  Cal.  5G3;  Barlow  v.  Bell, 
4  liibb,  lOG;  Howard  v.  Carpenter,  22 
Ml.  10;  Kinsley  v.  Ames,  2  Met.  29; 
linllis  V.  Pool,  3  Met.  350;  Kelly  v. 
Wiite,  12  Met.  .300;  Evans  v.  Hoed,  5 
Gray,  308;  Stedman  v.  Garrett,  IS  Vt. 
34G;  Harrison  r.  Middletoii,  11  Gratt. 
6-27;  MoClung I'. Echols,  5\V.  Va.  204.  A 
tenant  holding  over  after  the  expiration 


of  a  month's  lease,  without  consent,  is 
not  entitled  to  a  notice  to  quit:  State 
r.  Moore,  41  N.  J.  L.  515. 

*  Den  V.  Webster,  18  Tenn.  512; 
Den  V.  Westbrook,  15  N.  J.  L.  371;  29 
Am.  Dee.  G92;  Van  Valkenburg  v. 
Bank,  23  N.  J.  L.  583;  Ross  v.  Van 
Aulen,  42  N.  J.  L.  49;  Chilton  v. 
Niblett,  22  Tenn.  404;  Glascock  v. 
Robards,  14  Mo.  350. 

*  One  month.  New  York,  Wisconsin, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Ala- 
bama, District  of  Columbia;  three 
montlis.  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Del- 
aware, Oregon,  Michigan;  seven  days, 
NewHampshire;  three  months,Nevada: 
See  Stimson's  Statute  Law,  sec.  2050. 
Construing  the  statute  of  Michigan,  the 
supreme  court  say,  in  one  case  (Benfey 
V.  Cougdon,  40  Mich.  283):  "  We  shall 
not  undertake  to  determine  in  this 
case  exactly  what  is  meant  by  the 
statute  above  referred  to,  in  giving  to 
tenants  at  sufferance  a  right  to  the 
same  notice  to  surrender  possession  as 
is  given  to  tenants  at  will;  but  we  do 
not  think  a  tenant  who  wrongfully 
holds  over  for  a  short  time  becomes 
immediately  entitled  to  such  notice, 
or  that  any  short  delay  in  commencing 
proceedings  against  him  can  confer  the 
right.  The  statute  evidently  intends 
a  case  of  a  holding  where  the  occupant 
has  some  equities  which  would  render 
it  unjust  tliat  he  be  required  to  sur- 
render immediate  possession;  but  he 
cannot  acquire  such  equities  by  a  mere 
wrongful  holding  over,  which  is  neither 
assented  to  nor  acciuiesced  in." 
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tion  of  his  term  without  the  permission  of  the  landlord 
was  not  a  tenant  at  sufferance  within  the  statute.'  But  a 
mortgagor  holding  over  after  foreclosure  is;*  so  is  a  tenant 
pur  auter  vie  holding  over  in  ignorance  of  the  termination 
of  his  estate.' 

§  2870.  Master  and  Servant.  —  Where  the  relation  of 
master  and  servant  exists  between  the  parties,  and  the 
servant  occupies  a  house  as  an  incident  to  his  employ- 
ment, he  is  not  entitled  to  notice  to  quit.*  Where  a 
farmer  employed  a  laborer  for  a  year  at  a  stipulated  price, 
and  agreed  to  furnish  him  a  house  at  so  much  per  month, 
the  court  held  that  upon  ceasing  to  labor,  his  tenancy  de- 
termined, being  nothing  more  than  a  tenancy  at  will,  and 
he  was  not  entitled  to  any  notice  to  quit.'  So  where  a 
workman  was  employed  by  the  month,  and  had  the  use  of 
a  house  for  himself  and  his  family  as  part  of  his  compen- 
sation, the  court  held  that  the  relation  between  them  was 
not  that  of  landlord  and  tenant,  but  of  master  and  ser- 
vant, and  that  no  notice  to  quit  was  necessary."  And 
where  one  was  employed  as  a  lock-tender,  and  as  a  part 
of  his  compensation  was  permitted  to  occupy  one  of  the 
dwelling-houses  of  the  company  adjoining  the  lock,  the 
court  held  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  three  months'  notice 
to  quit  required  by  statute.^  So  where  college-buildings, 
the  title  of  which  is  in  the  trustees,  are  partly  occupied 
for  college  purposes  by  the  students  and  teachers  of  the 

sary  or  better  performance  of  the 
service,  the  occupation  is  as  servant, 
not  as  tenant,  and  the  possesijinn  is 
that  of  the  master Tlie  ques- 
tion depends  on  the  nature  of  the 
holding,  whether  it  is  exclusive  and 
independent  of,  and  in  no  way  con- 
nected with,  the  service,  or  whether  it 
is  so  connected  or  is  necessary  for  its 
performance." 

"  McGee  v.  Gihson,  1  B.  Mon.  105. 

*  McQuade  v.  Emmons,  38  N.  J.  L. 
39S. 

'  Morris  Canal  Co.  v.  Mitchell,  31 
N.  J.  L.  100. 


'  Rowan  v.  Lytle,  11  Wend.  617. 
'  Allen  V.  Carpenter,  15   Mich.   25 
(by  a  divided  court). 

*  Livingston  v.  Tanner,  12  Barb.  481. 

♦  Haywood  v.  Miller,  3  Hill,  90; 
Doyle  )'.  Gibbs,  6  Lans.  180;  Coinstock 
V.  Dodge,  43  How.  Pr.  97;  King  v. 
Storck,  2  Taunt.  339;  Grosvenor  v. 
Henry,  27  Iowa,  269;  Jackson  v.  Sam- 
ple, 1  Johns.  Cas.  231;  Kerrains  v. 
People,  60  N.  Y.  221;  14  Am.  Rep. 
158;  the  court  saying:  "Where  the 
occupation  of  a  house  by  a  servant  is 
connected  with  the  service,  or  is  re- 
quired by  the  employer  for  the  neces- 
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college,  a  steward  who  occupies  another  part  of  these 
buildings,  without  showing  a  lease,  must  be  considered  as 
the  mere  servant  of  the  proprietors,  and  liable  to  be  ex- 
pelled by  force.'  A  Roman  Catholic  priest,  in  charge  at 
the  will  of  the  bishop,  and  occupying  a  dwelling-house 
belonging  to  the  church,  is  a  servant  within  this  rule, 
and  not  entitled  to  notice,  his  right  to  occupancy  ceasing 
with  his  service.* 

§  2871.  As  to  Assignees  and  Subtenants.  —  A  person 
coming  in  under  a  tenant  from  year  to  year  stands  in  the 
same  relation  to  the  lessor,  and  is  entitled  to  notice.' 
Where  a  railroad  company  enters  by  consent  on  a  strip  of 
land  and  builds  its  road,  ejectment  will  not  lie  against  its 
lessees  without  notice,  whether  treated  as  tenants  from 
year  to  year  or  at  will;*  and  where  tenancy  is  from  year 
to  year,  this  right  to  notice  is  not  affected  by  the  original 
lessee's  voluntarily  surrendering  up  his  interest  to  the 
original  lessor.'  But  where  a  tenant  at  will  underlets 
and  surrenders  possession  to  his  under-tenant,  and  the 
original  lessor  enters  into  a  written  lease  with  a  third 
person,  a  reasonable  notice  to  the  occupant,  to  enable  him 
to  move  his  effects,  is  all  that  is  necessary;'  and  if  the 
underletting  is  for  the  purpose  of  illegally  selling  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  ejectment  may  be  maintained  without 
notice."  When  the  lessor's  term  is  ended,  his  sublessee 
becomes  a  tenant  by  sufferance  to  the  original  lessor,  and 
notice  need  not  be  given.*  The  conventional  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant  is  essential;  it  is  not  sufficient  that 
defendant  became  a  tenant  by  operation  of  law.^  No  no- 
tice to  quit  is  necessary  to  be  given  by  a  purchaser  at  an 


'  Watson  V.  McEachin,  2  Jones, 
207. 

■'  Chatard  v.  O'Donovan,  80  Ind.  20; 
41  Am.  Rep.  782. 

'  Jackson  v.  Salmon,  4  Wend.  327. 

*  Chicago  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v,  Knox 
College,  34  111.  195. 


»  Mellor  V.  Watkins,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B. 
400. 

«  Clark  V.  Wheelock,  99  Mass.  14. 

'  Viescott  V.  Kyle,  103  Mass.  381. 

«  Evans  v.  Reed,  5  Gray,  308. 

»  Evertson  v.  Sutton,  5  Wend.  281; 
21  Am.  Dec.  217. 
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execution  sale  to  the  execution  defendant  or  his  assignee 
or  lessee,  as  there  is  no  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant 
existing.'  A  tenant  from  year  to  year  continuing  in  pos- 
session after  the  death  of  the  lessor  is  entitled  to  three 
months'  notice.'  So,  also,  if  a  tenant  from  year  to  year 
dies,  his  personal  representatives  have  the  same  interest 
in  the  laud,  and  are  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  no- 
tice.' 

§  2872.  Tenancy  for  Fixed  Term. — Where  the  tenancy 
is  for  a  fixed  and  certain  period,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  term  it  is  by  the  terms  of  the  lease  to  determine, 
the  tenant  is  not  entitled  to  notice  to  quit.*  So  where 
the  tenancy  is  until  the  happening  of  a  certain  event, 
upon  the  happening  of  the  contingency  no  notice  to  quit 
is  necessary.'  If  a  lease  is  given  for  a  term  co-extensive 
with  a  partnership,  the  lease  expires,  without  a  notice  to 
quit,  when  the  partnership  terminates.'  A  general  hiring 
of  a  pasture  for  one  season  terminates  by  its  own  terms; 
there  need  be  no  notice  that  the  stock-owner  will  not  want 
the  pasture  another  year.' 

Illustrations. — S.  hired  of  F.  a  room  with  steam-power, 
at  a  monthly  rent,  S.  to  have  the  power  as  long  as  F.  should 
"sp"  fit  to  let  him  have  it."  In  an  action  for  taking  away  the 
power,  held,  that  S.  was  not  entitled  to  a  month's  notice  be- 
fore its  discontinuance:  Shorey  v.  Farrell,  114  Mass.  441.  A 
landlord,  at  the  close  of  his  tenant's  term,  sent  him  a  written 


»  Smith  V.  Allen,  1  Blackf.  22;  Cole 
V.  Gill,  14  Iowa,  527;  Snowden  v. 
McKinuey,  7  B.  Mon.  258;  Locke  v. 
Coleman,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  12;  15  Am. 
Dec.  118. 

»  Den  V.  Snowhill,  23  N.  J.  L.  447. 

*  Doe  V.  Porber,  3  Term  Rep.  13; 
Parker  v.  Constable,  3  VVils.  25;  Gul- 
liver V.  Burr,  1  W.  Black.  59G;  Mackey 
V.  Mackretli,  4  Doug.  213. 

*  Stuilmau  V.  Mcintosh,  4  Ired.  291 ; 
42  Am.  Dec.  122;  Decker  w.  Adams,  12 
N.  J.  L.  99;  Allen  v.  Jaynish,  21 
Wend.  028;  Jackson  v.  Parkhurst,  5 
.lolina.  128;  Logan  v.  Herron,  8  >Serg. 
&  li.  4Ua;  Bedford  v.  McElherrou,  2 


Serg.  &  R.  49;  Lesley  v.  Randolph,  4 
Rawle,  126;  Boggs  v.  Black,  1  Binn. 
335;  Young  v.  Smith,  28  Mo.  65;  75 
Am.  Dec.  109;  Alborn  v.  Morgan,  77 
Ind.  184;  McClure  v.  McClure,  74 
Ind.  108;  Stockwell  v.  Marks,  17  Me. 
455;  35  Am.  Dec.  266;  Engels  v. 
Mitchell,  30  Minn.  122;  Canning  r. 
Fibush,  77  Cal.  196.  Rent  cannot  be 
raised  by  notice  under  the  statute, 
where  the  tenancy  is  for  a  fixed  i)eriod: 
Canning  V.  Fibush,  77  Cal.  196. 

"  Clark  V.  Rhoads,  79  Ind.  342. 

*  Rudsell  V.  McCartney,  21  Mo.  App. 
544. 

'  Fort  V.  McGrath,  7  111.  App.  302. 
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permit  to  remain  in  possession  for  two  years  longer,  free  of 
charge.  The  tenant  remained  without  notifying  the  landlord 
that  he  declined  the  terms.  Held,  that  the  tenant  must  be 
deemed  to  have  accepted  them,  and  could  be  dispossessed  with- 
out notice:  Hulett  v.  Nugent,  71  Mo.  131. 

§  2873.  Notice  by  Tenant.  —  In  tenancies  from  year  to 
year  the  giving  of  notice  is  mutual,  and  the  tenant  cannot 
leave  without  giving  the  same  notice  of  his  intention  that 
is  required  by  the  landlord  to  end  the  tenancy.^  A  ten- 
ant at  will  cannot  put  an  end  to  his  tenancy,  even  by 
assignment,  without  notice  to  the  lessor.' 

§2874.  Who  not  Entitled  to  — In  General.  —  Notice 
to  quit  is  based  on  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant, 
and  where  that  does  not  exist,  no  notice  to  quit  is  neces- 
sary.^ A  mortgagor  in  possession  is  not  entitled  to  notice 
to  quit,  as  he  is  "  at  most  a  tenant  at  sufferance,  and 
may  be  treated  either  as  a  tenant  or  trespasser,  at  the 
election  of  the  mortgagee."*  And  no  notice  to  quit  is 
necessary  where  one  has  taken  possession  under  an  ad- 
verse claim.*  So  where  the  tenant  going  into  possession 
of  the  premises  under  the  title  of  the  landlord  afterwards 
disclaims,  he  has  no  right  to  a  notice  to  quit.®     It  is  not 


^  Morehead  v.  Watkyns,  6  B.  Mon. 
228;  Currier  v.  Perley,  24  N.  H.  219; 
Hall  V.  Wadsworth,  28  Vt.  410. 

'^Pinhorn  v.  Souster,  8  Ex.  763; 
Whitney  v.  Gordon,  1  Cush.  266; 
Walker  v.  Furbush,  11  Cush.  366;  59 
Am.  Dec.  148;  Batchelder  v.  Batch- 
elder,  2  Allen,  105. 

^  Thackeray  v.  Cheeseman,  18  N.  J. 
L.  1,  li;  Haley  v.  Hickman's  Heirs,  Lit. 
Sel.  Cas.  206;  Chamberlin  v.  Donahue, 
4.j  Vt.  50,  55;  Kilburn  v.  Ritchie,  2 
(Jd.  145;  56  Am.  Dec.  320;  Den  v. 
Wulister,  10  Yerg.  512;  Eberwine  v, 
Codk,  74  Ind.  377;  Indianapolis  Mfg. 
(0.  V.  R.  R.  Co..  45  Ind.  281;  Meeker 
r.  Doe,  7  Blackf.  16D;  Jackson  v. 
French,  3  Wend.  .337;  20  Am.  Dec. 
61)'J. 

*  Den  V.  Wade,  20  N.  J.  L.  291,  294; 
Den  V.   Stockton,   12  N.  J.   L.    322; 


Piercer.  Brown,  24  Vt.  105,  171;  Allen 
V.  Carpenter,  15  Mich.  25,  34. 

*  Williams  v.  Hensley,  1  A.  K.  Marsh. 
181;  Williams  v.  Cash,  27  Ga.  507;  73 
Am.  Dec.  759;  Steinhauser  r.  Cook, 
50  Mich.  367. " 

•*  Bates  V.  Austin,  2  A.  K.  Marsh. 
270;  12  Am.  Dec.  395;  Ross  v.  Garri- 
son, 1  Dana,  36;  Tuttle  v.  Reynolds,  1 
Vt.  80;  Clapp  v.  Bcardsley,  1  Vt.  151 ; 
Chamberlin  v.  Donahue,  45  Vt.  50; 
Bolton  V.  Landers,  27  Cal.  104;  Smith 
V.  Shaw,  16  Cal.  88;  Woodward  v. 
Brown,  13  Pet.  1;  Willison  v.  Wat- 
kins.  3  Pet.  43,  48;  Stephens  v.  Brown, 
5(i  Mo.  23;  Kunzie  v.  Wixom,  30  Mich. 
384;  Fuller  v.  Sweet,  30  Mich.  237;  18 
Am.  Rc'p.  122;  Miller  v.  Shackluford, 
4  Dana,  278;  Enierick  v.  Tavener,  9 
Gratt.  220;  Harrison  r.  Middlcton,  11 
Gratt.  527;   Allen  v.  Paul,  24  Gratt. 
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necessary  to  give  uotico  to  quit  to  a  trespasser/  or  where 
the  (lefondant  is  a  mere  intruder,*  or  wiiere  the  entry  is 
wrongful  in  its  inception.'  Where  a  stranger  to  the 
owner,  on  his  behalf,  and  in  his  name,  makes  a  lease  of 
his  property,  and  the  lessee  has  entered  into  possession 
under  it,  such  lessee  is  not  entitled  to  any  notice  to  quit 
from  the  owner  of  the  premises.*  And  where  no  rent  had 
been  paid  for  twenty  years  before  action  brought,  it  was 
held  that  the  jury  had  a  right  to  presume  that  the  relation 
of  landlord  and  tenant  had  ceased,  and  that  no  notice  to 
quit  was  necessary.*  Where  the  tenant  held  over  for  two 
years,  but  without  recognition  from  his  landlord,  he  was 
held  not  to  be  entitled  to  notice  to  quit.®  In  Kentucky  it 
was  held  that  if  a  suit  for  the  possession  of  land  was  dis- 
missed for  the  want  of  notice,  in  a  subsequent  action  for 
the  same  premises,  the  former  suit  will  be  regarded  as  dis- 
pensing with  the  necessity  of  notice  to  terminate  the  tesi- 
ancy,  which  was  a  tenancy  from  year  to  year.^  Where  a 
landlord  sent  to  his  tenant,  already  in  possession  of  tlie 
premises,  written  permission  to  remain  two  years  longer, 
free  of  rent,  and  the  tenant  continued  in  possession,  without 
informing  the  landlord  that  he  declined  the  terms  offered, 
it  was  held  that  he  would  be  deemed  to  have  accepted 
them,  and  that  upon  the  expiration  of  the  term  he  could 
be  dispossessed  without  notice  to  quit."  Where  a  lease 
depends  upon  the  performance  of  certain  conditions,  or  is 
to  be  terminated  'on  the  happening  of  a  contingency,  the 

332;  Harrison  v.  Marshall,  4  Bil)l),  *  Chicacjo  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Knox 
524;  Deii  v.  Blair,  15  N.  J.  L.  181;  College,  H4  111.  195. 
McClauet;.  White,  5  Minn.  178;  Chil- 
ton j;.  Niblett,  22  Tenn.  404;  Lane  v. 
Osment,  9  Yerg.  80;  Siriith  v.  Sliaw, 
1(5  Cal.  88;  Jackson  v.  Freiicli,  3  Weuil. 
337;  20  Am.  Dee.  CU9;  Merainan  v. 
Caldwell,  8  B.  Mon.  32;  4G  Am.  Dec. 
537;  Sims  v.  Cooper,  106  Ind.  87. 

1  Meeker    v.    Doe,    7    Blaekf.    169; 
Gladwin  v.  Stebbina,  2  Cal.  103. 

*  VVorthington  i\  Etcheson,  5  Cranch 
C.   C.  302;  Lewis  v.  Kingo,  3  A.  K. 


*  Yellow  Jacket  Silver  Mining  Co. 
V.  Stevenson,  5  Nev.  224. 

*Crowther  v.  Lloyd,  31  N.  J.  L. 
395. 

«Den  V.  Snowhill,  23  N.  J.  L 
448. 

'  Cornelliaon  v,  Cornellison,  1  Bush, 
15.3. 

8Hulott  V.  Nugent,  71  Mo.  l."2. 
"The  writing,"  the  court  said,  "coiilil 
be  construed  as  a  notice  to  quit  attur 


■!■! 


I 


Marsh.  247;  Doe  v.  Bell,  8  Jones,  294.     the  expiration  of  the  two  yetu-a." 
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non-performance  of  the  conditions  or  the  happening  of 
the  contingent  event  determines  the  tenancy,  and  eject- 
ment will  lie  without  further  notice  to  quit/ 

§  2876.  Length  of  Notice.  —  At  common  law,  in  tenan- 
cies from  year  to  year,  the  notice  was  required  to  be  one 
half  of  the  term;  hence  six  months*  notice  is  essential.' 
In  the  case  of  tenancies  for  periods  running  less  than  a 
year,  a  different  rule  was  adopted.  By  analogy  the  rule 
requiring  a  six  months'  notice  in  tenancies  from  year  to 
year  would  only  make  necessary  a  half-month's  or  a  half- 
week's  notice  in  the  case  of  monthly  or  weekly  tenancies. 
But  this  analogy  was  not  observed.  Monthly  and  weekly 
tenancies  were  so  brief  that  it  was  considered  unwise  to 
require  merely  a  half-month's  notice  or  a  half-week's. 
Therefore,  in  the  case  of  tenancies  running  for  periods  of 
less  than  a  year,  the  notice  was  regulated  by  the  letting, 
and  was  equivalent  to  the  period.  Where  the  letting  was 
for  a  quartei;  it  was  necessary  to  give  a  quarter's  notice,' 
and  in  the  case  of  monthly  lettings,  a  monthly  notice,* 
while  in  the  case  of  weekly  tenancies  a  week's  notice  was 
essential.*  The  notice  must  terminate  with  the  current 
period  of  the  year,  month,  or  week  of  the  tenancy  as  the 
case  may  be."    Where  a  term  properly  ends  at  midnight  of 


>  Doe  V.  Miles,  1  Stark.  181;  Doe  v. 
Bluck,  8  Car.  &  P.  4«4;  HoUis  v.  Pool, 
3  Met.  350;  Creech  v.  Crockett,  5  Cusli. 
133;  Elliott  v.  Stone,  1  Gray,  571;  12 
Cush.  174;  Ashley  v.  Warner,  11  Gray, 
43;  Davis  v.  Murphy,  126  Mass.  143; 
Horner  v.  Leeds,  25  N.  J.  L.  106;  Al- 
len V.  Jaquish,  21  Wend.  628;  People 
V.  Shackno,  48  Barb.  551;  Garner  t>. 
Hannah,  6  Duer,  262;  Olcott  v.  Dun- 
klee,  16Vt.  478;  Uarrisoa  v.  Middleton, 
11  Gratt.  527. 

'  Kitchen  v.  Pridgen,  3  Jones,  49; 
64  Am.  Dec.  593;  Stedman  v.  Alclu- 
tosh,  4  Ired.  291;  42  Am.  Dec.  122; 
Right  V.  Darby,  1  Term  Rep.  59;  John- 
ston V.  Haddleston,  4  Barn.  &  C.  9'22; 
Parker  v.  Constable,  3  Wils.  25;  Gul- 
livar  V.  Burr,  1  W.  Black.  596;  Jack- 


son V.  Hughes,  1  Blackf.  421,  427; 
Hanchett  v.  Whitney,  2  Aiken,  241;  1 
Vt.  311;  Barlow  v.  Wainwright,  22 
Vt.  88;  52  Am.  Dec.  79;  Hall  i;.  Wads- 
worth,  28  Vt.  410;  Silsby  v.  Allen,  43 
Vt.  172;  Hall  v.  Myers,  43  Md.  449; 
Ross  V.  Garrison,  1  Dana,  36;  More- 
head  V.  Watkyns,  5  B.  Mon.  229;  Cur- 
rier  v.  Perley,  24  N.  H.  219,  224. 

"  Kemp  V.  Dorrett,  3  Camp.  510. 

*  Parry  v.  Hazel,  1  Esp.  94;  Peacock 
V.  RafiFan,  6  Esp.  4;  Doe  v.  Scott,  6 
Bing.  ,3()4;  Currier  v.  Perley,  24  N.  H. 
219,  224. 

"  Peacock  v.  Rafifan,  6  Esp.  4;  Camp- 
bell V.  Scott,  6  Bing.  362. 

6  Right  V.  Darby,  1  Term  Rep.  15G; 
Doe  V.  Bell,  5  Term  Rep.  471;  Roe  v. 
Ward,  1  H.  Black.  97;  Doe  v.  Duauo< 
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April  30th,  a  notice  to  quit  on  May  Ist  is  good.*  But  by 
agreement  of  the  parties  the  lengtli  of  time  required  for  the 
notice  may  be  varied,  and  may  be  limited  to  end  on  a 
particular  day  or  time.'  The  day  on  which  the  notice  is 
given  must  be  excluded  in  the  computation.'  To  termi- 
nate a  tenancy  from  month  to  montii,  the  required  notice 
must  be  given  at  or  before  the  termination  of  the  current 
month.*  Notice  to  quit  within  three  days  "after"  service 
tliereof  gives  three  wliole  days  before  suit.'  Tlio  length 
of  notice  is  now  generally  regulated  by  statute.  In  tenan- 
cies  from  year  to  year,  three  months'  notice  is  required  in 
most  of  the  states.  In  tenancies  at  will,  three  months  is 
required  in  some,  thirty  days  in  others,  and  even  less  in 
otners.  The  statutes  of  some  states  require  from  one  to 
three  months*  notice  in  the  case  of  tenancies  by  sufferance.' 

§  2876.  Requisites  of  Notice. — The  notice  must  truly 
state  the  day  on  which  the  tenancy  is  to  terminate.'  A 
notice  to  quit  is  good,  though  it  contains  an  option  to  the 
tenant  to  remain  on  payment  of  an  advanced  rent.'  A 
notice  to  quit  is  suflScient  if  substantially  accurate,'  or  if 
it  fairly  shows  the  tenant  what  premises  are  demanded;^" 


van,  1  Taunt.  655;  Usher  v.  Moss,  50 
MIhs.  208;  Anderson  v.  (Jritcher,  11 
Gill  &  J.  450;  37  Am.  Dec.  72;  Pres- 
cott  V.  Elm,  7  Cush.  346;  Waters  v. 
Young,  11  R.  I.  1 ;  23  Am.  Rep.  409. 

'  Detroit  Savings  Bank  v.  Bellamy, 
49^]ich.  317. 

^  Tyler  v.  Seed,  Skin.  649;  Doer. 
Bell,  5  Term  Rep.  471;  Doe  v.  Char- 
nock,  Peake  Ad.  Cas.  4;  Currier  v. 
Perley,  24  N.  H.  219,  220. 

'  Aiken  v.  Ajjpleby,  ]  Morris,  8; 
Johnson  v.  Douglass,  73  Mo.  108. 

*  (jiinn  V.  Sinclair,  52  Mo.  327;  Peo- 
ple V.  Goelet,  04  Barb.  477;  Hart  v. 
Liiidlay,  50  Mich.  20;  Pelsch  v.  Biggs, 
31  Minn.  392. 

^  Dale  V.  Doddridge,  9  Neb.  138. 

*  See  1  Slimson's  .American  Statute 
Law,  sees.  2050-2052. 

'  Wutois  V.  Young,  11  R.  I.  1;  23 
Am.  Itej).  409;  Sanford  r.  Harvey,  11 
Cush.  93,  the  court  saying:  "It  a  per- 


son designate  in  his  notice  a  day  for 
the  termination  of  his  tenancy,  which 
is  not  the  day  on  which  the  rent  is 
payable,  or  a  day  on  which  the  tenancy 
can  be  legally  made  to  expire  by  a 
notice,  the  notice  is  unavailing,  and 
the  tenancy  may  still  continue.  No 
one  is  obliged  to  regard  a  notice  which 
lixes  a  day  for  the  termination  of  a 
lease  different  from  that  on  which 
a  lease  can  1>i'  '>y  •  ade  to  termi- 
nate; uch  nf)tico,  l)ciiig  one  that 
neitli'  had  a  right  to  give,  is 

tr'  I  nullity.  .  .      .  It  is  by  no 

nu  .  cestsary  to  n:         tlie  precise 

dii  I  date  oil  which  a  tenancy  is  to 

expi. . ,  III  a  ni  loe  to  quit,  but  it  may 
be  designate  in  general  terms,  if 
stated  correcuy." 

•*  Ahcarn  v.  Bellman,  27  Week  Rej 
928. 

»  Dimmett  v.  Appleton,  20  Neb.  L'OS. 

"  Whipple  V.  Shewalter,  91  lud.  114. 
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as  a  notice  describing  the  premises  as  "the  dwelling-houso 
situate,.  .  .  .  now  hold  of  luo  by  you  as  tenant.'"  A  statu- 
tory notice  must  strictly  follow  the  statute.'  A  notice  to 
surrender  possession  "as  soon  as  practicable  "is  insulli- 
cient.*  A  notice  is  not  invalidated  by  a  mistake  in  the 
christian  name  of  the  tenant,  if  his  family,  on  receiving 
it,  understand  it  to  bo  intended  for  him.*  Where  a  stat- 
ute providing  for  notice  to  quit  for  non-payment  of  rent 
required  that  it  "be  served  on  the  tenant,  or  if  he  cannot 
be  found,  by  delivering  the  same  to  some  person  of  proper 
age  and  discretion  residing  on  the  premises,  having  first 
made  known  to  such  person  the  contents  thereof,"  it  was 
held  that  this  requirement  was  not  answered  by  simply 
reading  the  notice  to  the  tenant." 

§  2877.  Waiver  of  Notice. — The  notice  being  for  the 
tenant's  benefit,  he  may  waive  it,  either  by  an  ex])rcs3 
agreement  to  that  effect  in  his  lease,  or  otherwise."  The 
statutes  requiring  notice  of  a  certain  period  do  not  pre- 
vent a  stipulation  between  the  landlord  and  tenant  for  a 
shorter  notice.^  Issuing  a  distress-warrant  is  a  waiver  of 
the  notice."  So  is  the  receipt  of  subsequently  accruing 
rent.'  So  the  landlord  may  waive  a  notice  already  given. 
Thus  where  a  tenant  had  received  from  his  landlord  the 
notice  to  quit  required  by  an  existing  lease,  and  on  appli- 
cation to  the  landlord  he  was  told,  "  If  you  want  to  stay, 
you  can  stay,"  the  notico  was  held  withdrawn.*" 

§  2878.  Eviction. — Eviction  is  the  taking  from  a  tenant 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  demised  premises  of  which 
he  has  been  in  possession,  or  of  something  which  he  was 


>  Epstein  v.  Greer,  78  Ind.  348. 

«  Douglass  r.  Whitaker,  .TJ  Kiin.  381. 

*l'e(iple  V.  Gedney,  15  Hun,  475. 

«  Clark  V.  Keliher,  107  Mass,  406. 

'Jenkins  V.  Jenkins,  ti3  lud.  415; 
30  Am.  Kep.  229. 

"Hutchinson  v.  Potter,  II  Pa.  F,b. 
472;  Y(>un«  v.  Smith,  28  Mo.  G5;  75 
Am.  Dec.  109. 


'  Waggemaa  v.  Bartlett,  2  Mackey, 
450. 

"But  not  where  it  is  done  by  the 
landlord'.s  agent  without  his  authority; 
Lucas  I).  Brooks,  18  Wall.  4.'](i. 

*  Prin<lhi  n.  An<lursou,  19  Wend. 
301;  2:^  Wend.  61(i. 

'"  Suppiee  V.  Timothy,  124  Pa.  St. 
375. 
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jii titled  to  enjoy  in  connection  therewith.'  It  is  a  breach 
of  the  express  or  implied  covenant  for  quiet  enjoyment.' 
If  the  wrongful  acts  of  a  lessor  upon  the  demised  premises 
are  such  as  to  permanently  deprive  the  lessee  of  the  bene- 
cial  enjoyment  of  them,  and  tht  lessee,  in  consequence 
thereof,  abandons  thera^  it  is  an  eviction,  and  the  intent  co 
evict  is  conclusively  presumed.'  Aa  eviction  terminates 
the  tenancy,  and  the  tenant  may  abandon  the  premises;* 
and  it  aiHhorizes  the  tenant  to  remove  improvements, 
where  the  lease  provides  that  he  may  at  the  end  of  the 
term.'  The  eviction  may  be  constructive  as  well  as  actual,' 
as  where  there  has  been  an  interference  with  or  disturb- 
ance of  a  tenant's  beneficial  enjoyment  of  the  demised 
premises  intentionally  committed  by  the  landlord,  and 
injurious  in  its  character,  although  there  has  been  no 
physical  eviction  or  expulsion.^  An  eviction  by  the  land- 
lord is  not  a  mere  trespass,  but  something  of  a  grave  and 
permanent  character,  done  by  him  with  the  intention  of 
depriving  the  tenant  of  the  leased  premises;  the  question 
of  eviction  or  not  depending  on  the  facts,  and  being  a 
matter  for  the  decision  of  the  jury.*  Where  a  tenant 
relies  on  an  ouster  without  judgment,  he  has  the  burden 
of  proving  the  validity  of  the  elder  title,  the  actual  entry 
under  it,  and  that  he  acted  in  good  faith,  and  without  col- 
lusion with  the  party  entering.'  Where  a  tenant  holds  a 
lease  which  is.  lo  expire  upon  the  sale  of  the  leased  prem- 
ises, and  the  new  owner,  under  a  sale  of  the  land,  offers 
to  continue  him  as  tenant  under  the  lease,  the  tenant 
cannot  recover  damages  for  an  eviction  by  the  grantee, 
where  the  eviction  is  in  consequence  of  the  non-payment 

Osborn,    12  Wend 


*  Etheridge   v. 
629. 

''  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
92. 
»  Skally  V.  Shute,  132  Mass.  367. 

♦  Crommelin  v.  Thiess,  31  Ala.  412; 
70  Am.  Dec.  499;  Wheelock  v.  War- 
schuiier,  34  Cal.  2lJ5;  Gore  v.  Stevens, 


1  Dana,  201;  25  Am.  Deo.  141;  Wood    Am.  Dec.  728. 


?'.  Partridge,  11  Mass.  488;  Randall  t). 
Rich.  11  Mass.  494. 

*  Wright  V.  Lattin,  38  111.  293. 

"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
92. 

^  Cohen  v.  Dupont,  1  Sand.  260. 

8  Rice  V.  Dudley,  65  Ala.  68. 

»  Morse  v.  Goddard,  13  Met.  i77;  46 
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Randall  v. 

Ll.  293. 

1  Tenant,  sec. 

Ld.  260. 
|i.  68. 

Met.  '77;  46 


of  rent  under  the  lease.^     One  may  maintain  an  action 
against  his  lessor  for  an  eviction,  although  after  the  evic- 
tion he  has  assigned  his  term,  the  lease  providing  that  it 
might  be  avoided  by  the  lessor  in  case  of  assignment.*    A 
lessor  entering  according  to  an  agreement  in  the  lease, 
and  evicting  the  tenant  of  the  lessee  for  a  covenant  broken, 
determines  the  lessee's  estate,  and  cannot  sue  for  rent,  as 
such,  accruing   subsequently,  but  only  for   an   amount 
equal  to  the  rent  lost  to  him  by  such  breach,  as  damages.' 
The  eviction  of  the  tenant  from  the  demised  premises, 
either  by  the  landlord  or  by  title  paramount,  is  a  bar  to 
the  recovery  of  the  rent  reserved.*     Bu'i;  it  must  take  place 
before  the  rent  falls  due.*    The  rent  already  accrued  and 
overdue  is  not  forfeited  by  the  eviction;  but  in  an  action 
for  such  rent,  the  tenant  may  set  off  the  damages  caused 
by  it.'    When  rent  is  payable  quarterly  in  advance,  an 
eviction  for  non-payment  during  the  quarter  is  no  bar  to 
an  action  for  the  rent,  but  the  tenant  must  pay  rent  for  so 
much  of  the  quarter  as  had  elapsed  at  the  time  of  evic- 
tion.'   Where  a  lessee  under  a  lease  reserving   annual 
rent  is  evicted  before  the  day  of  payment  by  one  holding 
a  title  paramount  to  that  of  the  lessor,  payment  on  the 
day  the  rent  became  due  to  the  person  holding  such  para- 
mount title  is  a  good  defense  to  an  action  on  the  lease  for 
covenant  broren.     But  if,  before  any  rent  is  paid,  such 
paramount  tit'e  is  defeated  by  the  lessor,  he  may  main- 
tain an  action  for  the  rent  that  fell  due  during  the  evic- 
tion.'   The  tenant  cannot  withhold  rents  or  monevs  due 


*  AUenspach  v.  Wagner,  9  Col. 
127. 

*  Lanigan  v.  Kille,  13  Phila.  49. 
»  Hall  i>.  Gould,  13  N.  Y.  127. 

*  Fillebrown  v.  Hoar,  124  Mass.  583; 
Morse  v.  Goddard,  13  Met.  177;  46 
Am.  Dec.  728;  Smith  v.  Shepard,  13 
Pick.  147;  25  Am.  Dec.  432;  Georgo 
V.  Putney,  4  Gush.  351;  60  Am.  Deo. 
788;  Halligau  v.  Wade,  21  III.  470; 
74  Am.  Deo.  108;  Wright  v.  Lattin, 
38  111.  293;  Fitchburg  Corp.  v.  Mel- 
vin,  15  Mass.  268;  Leishtnau  v.  White, 


1  Allen,  489;  Day  v.  Watson,  8  Mich. 
5.35;  Carter  v.  Burr,  39  Barb.  59; 
Blair  v.  Caxton,  18  N.  Y.  529;  Moflfat 
V.  Strong,  9  Bosw.  57;  Hegeman  v. 
McArthur,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  147;  Hula- 
man  v.  Griffiths,  10  Phila.  350. 

»  Giles  V.  Comstock,  4  N.  Y.  270;  63 
Am.  Dec.  374. 

«  Tiley  v.  Moyers,  43  Pa.  St.  404; 
Goebel  V.  Hough,  26  Minn.  252. 

'  Whitney  v.  Meyers,  1  Duer,  266. 

«  Russell  V.  Fahyan,  28  N.  H.  543; 
61  Am.  Dec.  629. 
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on  account  of  an  apprehended  eviction;*  nor  can  he,  after 
eviction,  recover  rent  paid  in  advance.' 

The  right  to  claim  an  eviction  may  be  waived  by  the 
lessee  by  his  continuing  in  possession.'  So  after  a  con- 
structive and  temporary  eviction,  if  the  tenant  returns 
and  occupies  the  premises,  the  right  to  the  rent  once  sus- 
pended is  restored.*  That  a  tenant  is  ousted  from  lawful 
possession  of  property  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  make  the 
landlord  responsible;  it  must  further  appear  that  the 
tenant  dissented.* 

Any  of  the  following  acts  will  constitute  an  eviction, 
viz.:  Preventing  the  tenant  from  occupying  the  premises 
by  any  act  of  the  lessor  or  those  claiming  under  him,  or 
by  one  having  paramount  title;'  a  recovery  in  trespass  by 
a  prior  lessee;^  the  lessor  putting  a  subsequent  lessee  or 
grantee  in  possession;'  an  assignment  of  dower  in  rents 
and  profits;"  recovery  of  judgment  in  ejectment  by  the 
owner  of  a  paramount  title ;^°  a  sheriflF's  sale  and  convey- 
Luce  under  a  paramount  encumbrance;"  an  injunction  by 
the  lessor  against  the  use  of  the  premises;''  a  judgment  of 


'  Pickett    V.     Ferguson,    45    Ark. 
177. 
»  Beck  V.  Birdaell,  19  Kan.  550. 

*  Crommelin  v.  Theiss,  31  Ala.  412; 
70  Am.  Dec.  497;  Gear  on  Landlord 
and  Tenant,  sec.  92;  Edgerton  v.  Page, 
1  Hilt.  320;  20  N.  Y.  284;  Ogden  v. 
Saunderson,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  16ti; 
Thomas  v.  Nelson,  69  N.  Y.  118;  Chi- 
cago Legal  New  Co.  v.  Browne,  103  111. 
317. 

*  Martin  v.  Martin,  7  Md.  3G8;  61 
Am.  Dec.  365. 

*  Perry  v.  Wall,  68  Ga.  70. 

*  Warren  v.  Wagner,  75  Ala.  188; 
61  Am.  Rep.  446;  Gazzolo  v.  Cham- 
bers, 73  III  75;  Day  v.  W^atson,  8 
Mich.  635;  Williams  v.  Cleaver,  4 
Houst.  453;  Fritz  v.  Pusey,  31  Minn. 
368;  MoflFat  v.  Strong,  9  Bodw.  57; 
Lawrence  v.  Mead,  5  Hun,  179;  St. 
John  V.  Palmer,  5  Hill,  699;  Hamilton 
V.  Cutts,  4  Mass.  349;  3  Am.  Dec.  2'22; 
Williams  w.  Weatherbee,  2  Aiken,  329; 
Patera  v.  Grubb,  21  Pa.  St  455;  Mc- 


Clurg  V.  Price,  59  Pa.  St.  420;  98  Am, 
Dec.  356;  Lanigan  v.  Kille,  13  Phila. 
49;  Maverick  v.  Lewis,  3  McCord,  211; 
Garfield  v.  Williams,  2  Vt.  327. 

'  McAlester  v.  Landers,  70  Cal.  79. 

'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
92;  Matthews  v.  Toebiier,  39  Mo.  115; 
Briggs  V.  Thompson,  9  Pa.  St.  338. 

»  McAlpin  V.  Woodrufif,  11  Ohio  St. 
120. 

"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
92.  An  actual  physical  ouster  is  not 
indispensably  necessary  to  constitute 
an  eviction.  If  a  final  decree  of  a 
competent  court  establishing  title  in  a 
third  person  is  shown,  the  Toss  of  the 
land  will  be  considered  certain:  De  St. 
Homes  V.  New  Orleans,  34  La.  Ann. 
1201. 

"  George  v.  Putney,  4  Cush.  354;  50 
Am.  Dec.  788;  Brown  v.  Dickerson,  12 
Pa.  St.  372;  Simers  v.  Saltus,  3  Demo, 
214. 

"  Pfund  V.  Herlinger.  10  Phila.  13; 
Madoz  V.  Humphries,  24  Tex.  195. 
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tion  in  nis  lavor;'  the  agent  of  the  landlord  forbidding 
an  under-tenant  of  the  lessee  to  pay  rent  to  him;'  the 
landlord  taking  possession  of  the  ruins  of  the  premises 
destroyed  by  fire,  for  the  purpose  of  rebuilding,  without 
the  consent  of  his  tenant;*  a  default  of  a  landlord  to  drain 
his  cellar  adjoining  the  leased  premises,  whereby  the  latter 
becomes  untenantable;*  the  landlord's  permitting  a  rail- 
road to  take  possession  of  part  of  premises  leased;'  the 
landlord's  leasing  reserved  portions  of  the  premises  de- 
mised for  the  carrying  on  of  pursuits  which  render  the 
demised  premises  useless  for  the  purpose  for  which  they 
are  rented,  whether  such  pursuits  are  lawful  or  unlawful.' 
Where  the  lessee,  to  prevent  being  actually  expelled  from 
the  demised  premises,  yields  the  possession  thereof,  and 
attorns  in  good  faith  to  one  having  a  paramount  title 
to  his  lessor,  and  a  right  to  immediate  possession,  it  is 
equivalent  to  an  actual  ouster."' 

By  mere  acts  of  trespass,  ihough  repeated,  an  evic- 
tion will  not  be  constituted;*  nor  by  a  tempo-ary  occu- 
pation by  the  lessor  in  the  absence  of  the  tenant, 
without  intent  to  evict  him;^  nor  by  mere  negligence  of 
the  lessor,"  if  not  creatin ;  .i  nuisance;"  nor  by  indecent 


'  Gore  V.  Stephens,  1  Dana,  201 ;  25 
Am.  Dec.  141;  Rice  v.  Blisa,  66  How. 
Pr.  186. 

"  Leadbeater  v.  Roth,  25  111.  587. 

'  Magaw  V.  Lainb< ,  t,  3  Pa.  St  444. 

♦Alger  V.  Kenned '.  49  Vt.  109;  24 
Am.  Rep.  117. 

"  Hiilhgan  V.  Wade,  21  111.  470;  74 
Am.  Dec.  108. 

«  Halligan  v.  Wade,  21  111.  470;  74 
Am.  Dec.  108. 

'  Morae  v.  Goddard,  13  Met.  177; 
46  Am.  Dec.  728. 

*  Warren  v.  Wagner,  73  Ala.  188; 
51  Am.  Rep.  446;  Rice  v.  Dudley,  65 


I'.  Pr.ige,  20  N.  Y.  281;  Walter  v. 
Fowler,  17  N.  Y.  Week.  Dig.  225; 
Loundsbury  v.  Snyder,  31  N.  Y.  514; 
Lawrence  v.  Freiicli,  25  Wend.  443, 
445;  Bonnot  v.  Kittle,  4  Rawle,  339. 
As,  for  example,  a  lessor's  repeated  en- 
tries upon  the  premises,  —  carrying 
away  crops,  cutting  down  a  fruit-tree, 
and  removing  a  cook-stove  from  the 
house:  Bartlett  v.  Farrington,  120 
Mass.  284. 

•Billany  v.  Smith,  4  Houst.  113; 
State  V.  McClay,  1  Harr.  (Del.)  5-20; 
Way  V.  Myers,  64  Ga.  760;  Destrehan 
V.  Scudder,  11  Mo.  484. 

'•  De  Witt  V.  Pierson,  112  Mass.  8;  17 


Ala.  68;  Hayner  v.  Smith,  63  111.  430; 

U  Am.  Rep.  124;  Handschy  v.  Sutton,  Am.  Rep.  58;  Coddingtonu.  Dunham,  '.io 

28  Iiid.  159;  Avery  v.  Dougherty,  102  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  412:  Truesdell  v.  Booth, 

Lid.  443;  52  Am.  Rep.  680;  Kimball  6  Thomp.  &  C,  (N.  Y.)  379;  4  Huu, 

V.  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons,  131  Mass.  100;  Sheary  v.  Adams,  18  Hun,  181. 

59;  MctfVlden  v.  Ripley,  8  Mo.  738;  "  Truesdell  v.  Booth,  6  Thomp.  &  0. 

Elliott  V.  Aiken,  45  N.  H.  30;  Livy  v.  (N.  Y.)  379;  4  Hun,  100;  Sutphen  «. 

Beud,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  169;  Edgertoa  Seebass,  14  Abb.  N.  C.  67. 
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exposure  and  disparaging  remarks;*  nor  by  a  personal 
assault;^  nor  by  an  interference  with  the  person  of  a 
tenant  by  the  hmdlord,  although  on  the  demised  prem- 
ises;^ nor  by  a  breach  of  the  lessor's  covenant  not  neces- 
sarily taking  away  possession;^  nor  by  his  lawful  use  of 
adjoining  premises,  though  cutting  off  light  and  air;'  nor 
by  the  lessor's  preventing  an  illegal  use  of  the  premises;® 
nor  by  his  attachment  of  personal  property  of  the  tenant;^ 
nor  by  want  of  quiet  or  continued  possession,  if  attrib- 
utable to  the  acts  of  the  lessee,'  or  to  his  voluntary  sur- 
render,' or  voluntary  or  unjustifiable  abandonment  of  the 
premises,*"  though  ordered  to  quit  by  the  lessor; "  nor  by 
surrender  to  a  sheriflT,  who  is  erroneously  directed  to  rent 
the  premises  by  a  decree  to  which  the  tenant  is  no  party ;  '^ 
or  a  rightful  removal  of  party-stairs;"  nor  by  a  lawful 
«ntry  to  terminate  the  lease  as  provided  for,"  or  to  take 
possession  of  goods  under  a  chattel  mortgage,  or  to 
make  required  repairs  or  alterations,"  or  to  rebuild  after 
termination  of  the  lease  by  destruction  of  a  building;" 
nor  by  a  conveyance  by  the  lessor  of  a  right  of  way;" 


^  Edwards  v.  Candy,  14  Hun,  596. 
«  Vatel  V.  Herner,  1  Hilt.  149;  Penn 
V.  Glover,  Cro.  Eliz.  421. 

»  Vatel  V.  Herner,  1  Hilt.  149. 

*  Sheary  v.  Adams,  18  Hun,  181; 
Etheridge  v.  Osbom,  12  Wend.  529. 

*  Palmer  v.  Wetmore,  2  Sand.  316; 
Myers  v.  Gemmel,  10  Barb.  537;  Haz- 
lett  V.  Powell,  30  Pa.  St.  293;  Hilliard 
V.  N.  Y.  &  C.  Gas  Coal  Co.,  41  Ohio 
St.  662;  52  Am.  Rep.  99. 

*Newley  v.  Sharpe,  L.  R.  8  Ch. 
Div.  39. 

'  Daniels  v.  Logan,  47  Iowa,  395; 
Thomas  v.  Dandas,  31  La.  Ann.  184. 

^  Smith  V.  Thurston,  19  Mo.  App. 
48. 

*Lettick  r.  Honnold,  63  111.  335; 
Westlake  v.  De  Graw,  25  Wend.  609; 
Peck  ».  Knickerbocker  Ice  Co.,  18 
Hun,  183;  Ogden  v.  Sanderson,  3  E.  D. 
Smith,  166;  Yates  v.  Bachley,  33  Wis. 
185. 

•»  Truesdell  v.  Booth,  6  Thomp.  &  C. 
(N.  Y.)  379;  4  Hun,  100;  Tullman  v. 
Gashweiler,  13  Daly,  555;  1  N.  Y.  State 


Rep.  270;  Heintze  v.  Erlacher,  1  N.  Y. 
City  Ct.  465;  Graves  v.  Cameron,  9 
Daly,  152;  Sutphen  v.  Seebass,  14  Abb. 
N.  C.  67;  Gillhooley  v.  Washington,  4 
N.  Y,  217;  Lockrow  v.  Horg.in.  58 
N.  Y.  635;  Sheary  v.  Adams,  18  Hun, 
181;  Thomas  v.  Nelson,  69  N.  Y.  118; 
Hilliard  v.  N.  Y.  &  C.  Gas  Coal  Co., 
41  Ohio  St.  662;  52  Am.  Rep.  99; 
Marseilles  v.  Kerr,  6  Whart.  500; 
Furus  V.  Grundy,  22  Gratt.  109. 

"  Smith  V.  Haas,  36  La.  Ann.  413. 

'^  Murray  v.  Pennington,  3  Gratt. 
87. 

"  Manville  w.  Gay,  1  Wis.  250;  60 
Am.  Dec.  379. 

'♦  O'Connor  v.  Daily,  109  Mass.  235. 

"  Patterson  v,  Edmoudson,  5  Harr. . 
(Del.)  378;  Morris  v.  Tdlson,  81  111.^ 
607;  Cafliu  v.  Redon,  6  La.  Ann.  4S7; 
Gallup  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  65  N.  Y.  1;  Mat- 
thews V.  Meyberg,  4  Hun,  78;  63  N. 
Y.  656. 

"  Alexander  t>.  Dorsey,  12  Ga.  12;  56 
Am.  Dec.  443. 

"  Blythe  v.  Pratt,  62  Miss.  707. 
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nor  by  his  consent  to  condemnation  proceedings  which 
do  not  bind  the  tenant;'  nor  by  a  lawful  exercise  by 
public  authorities  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain;" 
nor  by  any  acts  of  city  authorities;'  nor  by  the  acts  of  a 
wrong-doer;*  nor  by  the  omission  of  a  landlord  to  perform 
his  covenants;*  nor  by  the  interruption  by  a  landlord  of 
his  tenant's  occupation,  without  evicting  him;®  nor  by 
unnecessary  and  tortious  delay  and  negligence  of  a  land- 
lord in  making  repairs  on  the  demised  premises  during 
the  term,  to  the  injury  of  the  tenant;^  nor  his  failure  to 
furnish  material  for  repairs;'  nor  by  his  attempt  to  rent 
the  premises  to  outside  parties,  unless  the  lessees  are  in 
some  way  thereby  disturbed  in  their  possession;*  nor  by 
the  fact  that  adjoining  premises  leased  by  the  same  land- 
lord to  another  tenant  are  used  for  a  business  incompati- 
ble with  the  convenient  occupation  of  the  premises  leased 
by  him;^°  uor  by  his  non-supply  of  water,  caused  by  a 
leak  in  a  pipe  outside  of  the  demised  premises  (which  the 
landlord,  after  notice  and  requests,  neglects  or  refuses  to 
remedy),  whereby  a  water-closet  and  wash-basin  on  the 
demised  premises  became  useless;"  nor  by  the  fact  that 
the  rooms  beneath  a  tenant  are  occupied  by  a  woman, 
also  a  tenant  of  the  same  landlord,  of  notoriously  bad 
character,  who  keeps  in  her  apartments  lewd  women  as 
lodgers,  uses  the  rooms  for  purposes  of  prostitution,  and 
receives  there  the  visits  of  drunken  men,  although  the 
noise  and  riot  proceeding  from  the  rooms  attract  crowds 
of  boys  around  the  spot,  and  the  singing  of  bawdy  songs 
by  and  the  loud  talking  of  the  women  and  their  visitors, 
and  the  frequent  ringing  of  the  door-bell,  disturb  the  ten- 


'  Sullivan  v.  Beardsley,  55  Cal.  608. 

» Ellis  V.  Welch,  6  Maaa.  246;  4  Am. 
Dec.  122;  Folts  v.  Huntley,  7  Wend. 
210;  Froat  v.  Earneat,  4  Whart.  86. 

^  McLarren  v.  Spalding,  2  Cal.  510; 
Conner  v.  Bernheimer,  6  Daly,  295. 

♦  Schilling  V.  Holmea,  23  Cal.  227. 

'  Etheridge  v.  Osborn,  12  Wend.  .')29. 

•  Fuller  V.  Ruby,  10  Gray,  285;  Vau- 


derford  v.  Smith,  1  Daly,  311;  Way  u 
Myers,  64  Ga.  760. 

'  Cram  v.  Dresser,  2  Sand.  120. 

^  McFarlane  v.  Fierson,  21  111.  App. 
566. 

»  Mills  V.  Sampsel,  53  Mo.  360. 

'•  Gray  v.  Gaff,  8  Mo.  App.  329. 

^>  Coddingtou  v.  Daaham,  35  N.  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.  412, 
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ant  and  his  wife,  and  although  the  tenant  notifies  the 
landlord  of  this  state  of  affairs,  and  he  promises  to  attend 
to  it,  but  does  nothing.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  landlord,  having  leased  the  upper  stories 
of  a  building,  neglected  to  repair  a  drain  in  the  cellar,  whereby 
the  whole  building  was  rendered  unhealtliy.  Held,  an  eviction: 
Alger  v.  Kennedy,  49  Vt.  109;  24  Am.  Rep.  117.  A  landlord 
erected,  without  the  tenant's  consent,  a  new  building  in  the 
back  yard  against  the  demised  house,  whereby  two  of  the  rooms 
previously  used  as  a  kitchen  and  bedroom  were  made  unfit  for 
those  purposes,  and  were,  by  reason  of  that  unfitness,  abandoned 
by  the  tenant.  Heldj  an  eviction:  Jinyce  v.  Guggenheim,  106 
Mass.  201;  8  Am.  Rep.  322.  D.  leased  to  P.  "  Stand  No.  46,  in 
Broadway  Market."  D.,  who  was  proprietor  of  the  buildinff, 
afterwards  discontinued  its  use  as  a  market,  and  induced  tluj 
other  tenants  to  surrender  their  stands.  Held,  an  eviction: 
Denison  v.  Ford,  7  Daly,  384.  A  landlord  owned  but  three 
walls  of  a  house  leased,  and  the  owner  of  the  fourth  wall  raised 
the  adjoining  building,  of  which  the  wall  was  a  part,  and 
thereby  necessarily  disturbed  the  lessee  in  his  possession,  and 
obliged  him  to  abandon  the  premises.  Held,  an  eviction:  Bent- 
ley  V.  Sill,  35  111.  414.  A  mortgagor  in  possession  leased  the 
premises,  the  lessee  covenanting  expressly  to  pay  the  rent  in 
advance.  The  mortgagee  afterwards  entered  for  condition 
broken,  and  threatened  to  expel  the  lessee  unless  he  would 
agree  to  pay  the  rent  in  future  to  him.  The  lessee  then  paid 
the  rent  to  the  mortgagee.  Held,  that  the  acts  of  the  mortgagee 
constituted  an  actual  eviction  of  the  lessee,  by  title  paratnount; 
and  that  an  action  of  covenant  could  not  be  maintained  by  the 
mortgagor,  for  the  rent,  against  the  lessee:  Smith  v.  Shepard,  15 
Pick,  147;  25  Am.  Dec.  432.  D.  hired  a  hoUvSe  from  P.,  agree- 
ing in  the  lease  to  make  necessary  repairs,  and  there  was  no 
covenant,  on  the  part  of  the  landlord,  to  repair.  The  roof  of  the 
house  leaked,  and  the  walls  were  so  damp  as  to  create  sickness 
in  defendant's  family,  causing  him  to  abandon  the  premises. 
Held,  not  an  eviction:  Truesdell  v.  Booth,  6  Thomp.  &  C.  379;  4 
Hun,  100.  The  lessee  of  an  old  building  agreed  "to  do  all  the 
repairs  which  m.ay  be  required  in  and  upon  said  premises  at  his 
own  cost  and  expense."  The  weight  of  his  goods  caused  the 
llt)ors  to  settle,  and  a  snow-storm  aiterwards  caused  the  floors 
and  roof  to  settle  still  more.  At  the  lessee's  request,  the  lessor 
liad  the  roof  made  secure,  and  in  so  doing  removed  a  y)ortioii  of 
the  flooring,  the  material  whereof  was  unfit  to  he  relaid.  In  ati 
action  by  the  lessor  for  rent,  his  refusal  to  relay  the  Iloor,  held, 

»  Dewitt  V.  Pierson,  112  Mass.  8;  17  Am.  Reii.  63, 
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no  eviction:  McMann  v.  Avtrnrcith,  17  Hun,  163.  At  the  time 
of  the  execution  of  a  lease  of  premises  and  appurtenances  from 
A  to  B,  an  action  was  pending  against  A  for  the  condemnation 
of  a  water  right  in  a  stream  running  through  the  premises.  On 
the  day  following  the  execution  of  the  lease,  A  consented  to  the 
entry  of  a  decree  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  action.  In  a 
suit  by  B  against  A  for  damages  for  partial  eviction,  held,  not 
an  eviction:  Sullivan  v.  Bearddey,  55  Cal.  608.  A  leased  to  B 
a  store  in  the  city  of  Sacramento,  and  certain  stands  for  the  sale 
of  goods  erected  on  the  sidewalk  of  a  public  street.  Shortly 
after  the  lease,  these  stands  were  removed  by  the  city  author- 
ities. Held,  that  such  removal  was  not  an  eviction:  McLarren 
V.  Spalding,  2  Cal.  510.  A  lessor,  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
lessee,  inadvertently  put  up  a  fence  so  as  to  cut  off  from  the 
hind  demised  about  332  square  feet;  but,  when  the  mistake  was 
discovered,  oflTered  to  remove  the  fence,  but  was  forbidden  to  do 
so  by  the  lessee.  Held,  not  an  eviction:  Aiirick  v.  Hoppin,  118 
Mass.  582. 

§  2879.  Partial  Eviction.  —  An  eviction  by  the  land- 
lord from  a  part  of  the  premises  suspends  the  entire  rent 
while  the  eviction  continues.*  Where  certain  buildings 
and  tlie  machinery  in  them  were  leased,  and  the  lessee 
was  evicted  from  the  buildings,  it  was  held  that  the  lessee 
was  not  liable  for  rent  for  the  use  of  the  machinery,  it 
being  appurtenant  to  the  buildings.*  Where  a  tenant  is 
evicted  from  a  material  portion  of  the  premises,  he  may 
treat  it  as  an  eviction  from  the  whole,  and  may  abandon 
his  lease,  and  he  is  not  responsible  for  rent;  nor  if  he 
retains  possession  of  the  remainder  can  the  lessor  recover 
the  rent.'  An  eviction  by  title  paramount  from  a  part  of 
the  premises  is  a  bar  pro  tanto  only,  the  rent  being  appor- 
tiouable.* 


'  Fillebrown  v.  Hoar,  124  Mass.  583; 
Royce  ».  Guggenheim,  10(5  Mass,  201; 
8  Am.  Rep.  322;  Colburn  v.  Morrill, 
117  Mass.  262;  19  Am.  Rep.  415;  Leish- 
man  v.  Wliite,  1  Allen,  489;  Warrea 
V.  Wagner,  75  Ala.  188;  5]  Am.  Rep. 
44G;  Hayner  v.  Smith,  63  III.  430;  14 
Am.  Rep.  124;  Briggs  v.  Hall,  4  Leigh, 
484;  26  Am.  Dec.  326;  Lurton  v.  Hart, 
25  Pa.  St.  193;  64  Am.  Doc.  691;  Hal- 
ligaa  V.  Wade,   21   111.  470;  74  Am. 


Leigh, 


15 


Dec.  108;  Briggs  v.  Hall,  4 
484. 

*  Fitchburg   Corp.    v.    Melvin, 
Mass.  268. 

"  Sherman  v.  Williams,  113  Mass. 
481;  18  Am.  Rep.  522. 

*  Fillebrown  v.  Hoar,  124  Mass.  583; 
Fitchburg  Cotton  Co.  v.  Melvin,  15 
Mass.  268;  Warren  v.  Wagner,  75  Ala. 
188;  51  Am.  Rep,  446;  Postonw.  Jones, 
2  Ired.  Eq.  350;  38  Am.  Dec.  683. 
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§  2880.  Damages  —  Measure  of.  —  The  measure  of 
damages  for  not  giving  a  lease  is  the  actual  value  of  the 
bargain  plaintifif  has  made,  and  is  not  confined  to  the 
difference  between  the  rent  agreed  to  be  paid  and  the  ac- 
tual value  of  the  rent/  And  special  damages  arising  from 
breaking  up  an  establishment,  and  moving  with  family 
and  furniture  to  premises  which  the  defendant  had  agreed 
to  lease  to  plaintiff,  may,  though  not  specially  alleged,  be 
recovered  in  an  action  for  refusing  to  deliver  possession 
and  make  the  lease.'  Where  the  landlord  unlawfully 
enters  upon  the  demised  premises  and  expels  the  family 
of  the  tenant,  he  is  bound  to  make  full  compensation, 
including  not  only  payment  for  injury  to  property,  but 
for  the  wrong  inflicted  on  the  feelings  of  the  plaintiff. 
But  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover  for  any  injury 
to  his  health  resulting  from  exposure  from  journeying 
from  the  premises.'  So  compensation  for  improvements 
on  eviction  is  allowed,  where  they  have  been  made  in 
good  faith,  because  though  in  law  they  belong  to  the 
owner  of  the  estate,  in  equity  and  conscience  they  belong 
to  him  who  made  them.*  Where  a  lessee's  term  is  extin- 
guished by  a  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage,  the  presumption 
is,  that  the  lessee  sustains  no  damage,  the  rent  being 
an  equivalent  for  the  use.  If  the  lessee  claims  damage, 
he  must  show  it.' 

The  measure  of  damages  for  a  breach  of  a  covenant  in 
a  lease  is  the  actual  loss  suffered  by  the  plaintiff  which 
flows  naturally  and  proximately  from  the  breach."  The 
measure  of  damages  recoverable  by  a  lessee  against  his 
lessor  for  not  putting  him  into  possession  is  the  valiu' 
of  what   the    lessee   might    have   made   by   the   use   of 


»  Driggs  V.  Dwight,  17  Wend.  71;  31 
Am.  Dec.  28.3.  But  see  Newbrough 
V.  Walker,  8  Gratt.  IG;  66  Ani.  Deo. 
127. 

»  Driggs  V.  Dwight,  17  Wend.  71;  31 
Am.  Dec.  283. 

'  Fillebrowu   v.    Hoar,    124    Mass. 


580.     See  Shaw  v.  Hoffman,  25  Mich. 
162. 

*  Piigh  V.  Bell,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  125:  13 
Am.  Dec.  142. 

*  Larkin  v.  Misland,  100  N.  Y.  21-.'. 

*  Cxear  oa    Landlord    and    Tenant, 
sec.  88. 
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the  leased  property  during  the  term  of  the  lease.*  For 
breach  of  a  covenant  against  encumbrances,  the  measure 
of  damage  is  the  amount  lawfully  paid  to  discharge  it,' 
not  exceeding  the  value  of  the  estate;'  but  nominal  dam- 
ages only  are  recoverable  for  the  mere  existence  of  an 
undischarged  encumbrance,*  unless  there  is  an  eviction 
under  it,*  or  actual  damage  results  therefrom.'  For 
breach  of  the  covenant  to  insure,  the  cost  of  insurance 
may  be  recovered,^  or  the  whole  actual  loss.'  For  breach 
of  the  covenant  to  repair,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the 
reasonable  cost  of  the  repairs  required,®  or  all  proximate 
damage  actually  incurred.'"  For  breach  of  a  covenant  to 
pay  a  deficiency  of  rent,  if  the  landlord  should  re-enter 
for  non-payment,  the  measure  of  damages  consists  only 


1  Rice  V.  Whitmore,  74  Cal.  619;  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  479. 

^  Prescott  V.  Trueman,  4  Mass.  627; 
3  Am.  Dec.  249;  Comings  v.  Little,  24 
Pick.  266;  Brooks  v.  Moody,  20  Pick. 
474;  Delavergne  v.  Norris,  7  Johns. 
iii)8;  5  Am.  Dec.  281;  Stannard  v. 
Eldridge,  16  Johns.  254;  Hall  v.  Dean, 
13  Joiins.  105;  Eaton  v.  Lyman,  30 
Wis.  41. 

» Norton  V.  Babcock,  2  Met.  510; 
Dimmick  v.  Lockwootl,  10  Wend.  142; 
Eaton  V.  Lyman,  30  Wis.  41. 

♦  Van  Wagner  v.  Van  Nostrand,  19 
Iowa,  422;  Delavergne  v.  Norris,  7 
Johns.  358;  5  Am.  Dec.  281. 

'>  Waldo  V.  Johnson,  7  Johns.  173; 
Giles  V.  Dugro,  1  Duer,  335;  Prescott 
V.  Trueman,  4  Mass.  627;  3  Am.  Dec. 
249. 

^  Jenkins  v.  Hopkins,  8  Pick.  346; 
Giles  V.  Dugro,  1  Duer,  331. 

'  Hey  V.  Wyche,  12  L.  J.  Q.  B. 
83. 

8  Rhone    v.    Gale,    12 
Charles  v.  AUin,  15  Com. 
E.x  parte  Bateman,  20  Jur. 

*  Varner  i\  Rice,  39 
Sparks  v.  Bassett,  49  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct. 
270;  Mayor  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  102  N.  Y. 
572;  Chadwick  v.  Woodward,  13  Abb. 
N.  C.  441;  Ward  v.  Kelsey,  42  Barb. 
5S2;  Moses  v.  0.  D.  I.  etc.  Co.,  75  Va. 
95;  Yatea  v,  Dunster,  11  Ex.  15; 
Vivian  v.   Champion,   2   Ld.   Raym. 


Minn.    54; 
B.  46,  65; 
265. 
Ark.    344; 


1125;  Nixon  r.  Denham,  1  Ir.  L.  R. 
100;  Penley  v.  Watts,  7  Mees.  &  W. 
601;  Williams  v.  Williams,  L.  R.  9 
Com.  P.  659;  Morgan  v.  Hardy,  L.  R. 
17  Q.  B.  D.  770.  The  measure  of 
damages  for  breach  of  a  covenant  to 
heat  rooms  leased  is  the  difference  in 
value  of  their  use,  not  exceeding  the 
reasonable  cost  of  supplying  the  heat 
agreed  to  be  furnished:  McCormick  v. 
Stowell,  138  Mass.  431. 

"  Culver  w.  Hill,  68  Ala.  66;  44  Am. 
Rep.  134;  Vandegrift  v.  Abbott,  75 
Ala.  487;  Dempsey  v.  Hertzfield,  30 
Ua.  8(56;  Middlekauff  v.  Smith,  1  Md. 
329;  Fisher  v.  Goebel,  40  Mo.  475; 
Cook  V.  Soule,  50  N.  Y.  420;  Hexter 
V.  Knox,  6:^  N.  Y.  561;  Myers  v. 
Burns,  35  N.  Y.  269,  272,  273;  Ben- 
kar.l  V.  Bahcock,  2  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  175; 
Walker  r.  Swayzee,  3  Abh.  Pr.  136; 
Keyes  v.  State  Co.,  34  Vt.  87;  Davis 
V.  Underwood,  2  Hurl.  &  N.  570; 
Clow  V.  Brogden,  2  Man.  &  G.  39; 
Burdett  V.  Withers,  7  Ad.  fr.  E.  130; 
Mautz  V.  Goring,  4  Bing.  N.  C.  451; 
McNamara  «.  Vincent,  2 1.  R.  C.  L.  481. 
A  tenant  of  a  hotel  niny  recover  dam- 
ages sustained  by  reason  of  the  lessor's 
neglect  to  keep  it  in  repair  as  agreed. 
He  may  show  that  persons  refused  to 
come  there,  and  that  the  house  had 
the  reputation  of  being  untenantable: 
Stewart  «.  Lanier  House  Co.,  75  Ga. 
582. 
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of  such  deficiency,  and  nothing  is  recoverable  for  repairs 
whereby  an  increased  rent  was  secured.'  For  breach  of  the 
tenant's  covenant  to  build,  the  measure  of  damages  is  the 
value  the  building  would  have  had  if  erected  at  the  time 
when  title  thereto  would  have  accrued  to  the  lessor  under 
the  lease  by  limitation  or  forfeiture  of  the  term;^  and  for 
breach  of  a  covenant  to  allow  removal  of  a  building,  the 
measure  is  its  value  at  the  time  of  the  breach,  with  in- 
terest.' 


§  2881.  Ejectment — Between  Landlord  and  Tenant- 
When  Action  Lies — Who  Liable  and  Who  not.  —  Eject- 
ment will  lie  for  the  recovery  of  anything  tangible  of 
which  possession  can  be  delivered;  hence  it  will  lie  against 
ji  lessee  of  lands  or  buildings,  or  even  rooms.*  Ejectment 
will  not  lie  against  a  tenant  out  of  possession  who  has 
sold  his  interest;'  nor  against  a  tenant  who  has  left  the 
premises,  and  cannot  be  found;'  nor  against  a  mere  boarder 
or  lodger;''  nor  against  a  tenant  who  holds  a  title  by  pre- 
scription,' or  who  is  in  possession  under  a  valid  license,' 
though  an  invalid  parol  license  is  no  defense."*  The  action 
will  lie  against  the  tenant  of  the  administrator  of  a  ven- 
dee who  has  forfeited  the  contract  of  sale."  Payment  of 
ground-rent  reserved  upon  a  conveyance  in  fee  cannot  be 
enforced  by  ejectment,'''  and  neither  the  executors  nor 
devisees  of  a  lessor  in  fee  who  has  reserved  a  right  of 
re-entry  for  non-payment  of  rent  can  have  ejectment  for 


1  Hacketfc  v.  Richards,  1.3  N.  Y.  138. 

*  Shelton  v.  Durham,  7  Mo.  App. 
685;  76  Mo.  434.  The  tenant  cannot 
show,  in  mitigation  of  damages,  the 
erection  of  the  ouilding  after  the  term; 
but  part  performance  during  the  term 
is  an  answer  to  damages  pro  tanto: 
Dowd  V.  Faucett,  4  Dov.  12. 

*  Neiswauger  v.  Squier,  73  Mo.  1 92. 

*  White  V.  White,  16  N.  J.  L.  204; 
Rowan  v.  Kelsey,  18  Barb.  484;  Jack- 
son V.  Buel,  9  Johns.  298;  Jackson  v. 
May,  16  Johns.  184. 

^  Phillips  V.  Post,  55  Vt.  568. 


•  Stratton  v.  Lord,  22  Wend.  611. 
'  Jones  V.  Weber,  1  Chip.  D.  215. 

*  Lawrence  v,  Webster,  44  Cal.  385; 
Hortou  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Abb.  N.  C. 
30. 

» Carpenter  v.  Small,  35  Cal.  346; 
Baker  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  57  Mo.  203; 
Hornbeck  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Ohio  St. 
81. 

"  Eggleston  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  Barb. 
162;  Richma  v.  Baldwin,  21  N.  J.  L. 
395,  414. 

1'  Reams  v.  McKean,  65  Cal.  411. 

"  Keuege  v.  Elliot,  9  Watts,  258. 
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rent  due  at  the  lessor's  death,*  though  an  assignee  of  the 
rent  may  have  a  remedy  of  ejectment  given  by  statute  to 
the  original  grantor.'  The  landlord  may  recover  against 
a  tenant  who  holds  without  right,  upon  more  proof  of  the 
tenancy,*  or  of  his  bare  prior  possession;*  but  if  he 
claims  by  estoppel  of  the  tenant,  he  can  take  judgment 
only  for  possession,'  and  not  for  the  value  of  the  prem- 
ises," and  should  leave  the  tenant  free  to  assert  title  la 
another  action.'  Previous  demand  of  possession  or  no- 
tice to  quit  is  essential  before  ejectment  will  lie  against  a 
tenant  who  holds  by  permission;*  but  not  against  one 
who  holds  unlawfully,  or  without  consent.'  The  tenant 
cannot  enjoin  an  ejectment  suit  by  the  lessor,*"  unless  it 
appears  that  he  has  an  equitable  defense  which  he  has  no 
absolute  right  to  assert  in  the  action." 

§  2882.  Who  may  Bring  Action— Who  may  not.  —The 
action  may  be  brought  by  a  tenant  of  a  term  of  years," 
though  the  interest  demised  be  incorporeal,"  or  though 
the  lease  expires  before  the  suit  is  tried,  if  brought  against 
an  intruder  without  title,"  or  though  he  declares  upon  a 
title  in  fee."  The  tenant  cannot  recover  in  an  action  of 
ejectment  brought  against  the  lessor  in  hostility  to  the 
lease."  A  mere  licensee '^  or  tenant  at  will  cannot  main- 
tain ejectment."  A  lessor  or  his  grantee  cannot  maintain 
ejectment  during  the  continuance  of  the  tenancy,"  unless 


'  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Hayes,  6  Denio, 
477. 

''  Van  Rensselaer  ».  Slingerland,  26 
N.  Y.  580. 

'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sees.  1G5,  197. 

*  Clarke  w.  Clarke,  51  Ala.  498. 

*  Benton  v.  Benton,  95  N.  C.  559. 

*  Bertram  v.  Cook,  44  Mich.  39(5. 

'  Benton  v.  Benton,  95  N.  C.  559. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sees.  191,  197. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sees.  191    197. 

'»  Beckham' v.  Newton,  21  Ga.  189. 

"  Giles  V.  Austin,  62  N.  Y.  486. 


"  Oear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
197. 

"  Karns  v.  Tanner,  66  Pa.  St.  297. 

"Kirsh  V.  Brigard,  03  Cal.  319; 
Sutton  V.  Cassellegi,  5  Mo.  App. 
111. 

""Chapin  v.  Scott,  1  Chip.  D.  41; 
Rood  V.  Willard,  Brayt.  67.  Contra, 
Hunt  t'.  Campbell,  83  lud.  48. 

1"  Bradt  v.  Church,  39  Hun,  262. 

"  Boone  v.  Stover,  CO  Mo.  430. 

**  Sallabah  v.  Marsh,  34  La.  Ann. 
1053.  Contra,  Buutiu  v.  Doe,  1  Black, 
26. 

'"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  see. 
197. 
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the  lessee  fMlloi]  to  onlor  into  possession/  or  Iho  part  of 
tlio  ])ronusos  sued  for  wus  not  acieplt'd  by  the  lessoc/  or 
Wtts  rcscrvod  in  the  lease;'  but  ho  may  maintain  cjcot- 
mont  a^'ainst  the  tenant  if  he  repudiates  the  tenancy/ 
or  forfeits  his  term/  or  holds  over  without  ri};ht.'  An 
heir  cannot  maintain  ejectment  against  a  lessee  who  holds 
under  a  lease  from  the  executor  made  by  order  of  court;^ 
nor  those  deriving  title  from  his  widow,  against  a  tenant 
by  curtesy.' 

§  2883.  Ejectment— By  Third  Person.— Ejectment  will 
lie  by  a  third  person  claiming  the  property  against  the 
tenant  in  possession,  and  he  is  the  j)ro])er  and  necessary 
party  to  sue  in  such  cases."  By  statute  the  landlord  may 
be  joined  as  a  party,'**  or  may  come  in  and  defend  on  his 
own  motion;"  but  the  tenant  is  still  a  party,  and  entitled 
to  defend."  The  tenant  is  not  concluded  by  ejectment 
brought  against  the  lessor,  if  not  made  a  party,"  and  can- 
not  in  such  case  be  ejected  under  the  writ;"  nor  is  judg- 
ment against  the  tenant  conclusive  upon  the  landlord,  if 
not  made  a  party,*®  or  notified  of  the  action;'*  but  if  ho 
appears  and  defends  the  action,  he  is  bound  by  the  re- 
covery;" though  he  is  not  bound  by  a  collusive  judgment 
obtained  by  an  appearance  in  his  name  without  authority.'* 
If  the  tenant  omits  to  notify  the  landlord  of  the  suit, 
judgment  will  be  set  aside  on  motion  of  the  lessor  upon  a 


'  Sennett  v.  Buclier,  3  Penr.  &  W. 

392. 

^  t'arinarillo  v.  Feulon,  49  Cal.  203, 
'Stoli't   V.  Troxell,   8    Watts   &    S. 

340;  reun  v.  Divullin,  2  Yeatos,  309. 

*  Gear  on  Laudlord  aiul  Tenant,  sec. 
197. 

*  Penn  v.  Divellin,  2  Yeates,  309. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
197. 

'  Eoff  V.  Thompkins,  66  Mo.  225. 
«  Miller  v.  Ble.lsoe,  61  Mo.  96. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
198. 

'•  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
198. 


"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
198. 

'^  Emlen  v.  Hoops,  3  Serg.  &  R.  130; 
Ex  parte  Turner,  3  Wall.  Jr.  208; 
Hufl  ('.  Lake,  9  Humph.  loS. 

'^Satterlce  v.  Bliss,  36  Cal.  517; 
Young  V.  Chamberlain,  14  La.  Ann. 
687. 

'*  Smith  V.  Gayle,  58  Ala.  600. 

""  Sinitli  V.  Gayle,  58  111.  600. 

"Calderwood  v.  Brooks,  28  Cal.  152; 
Chaut  V.  Reynolds,  49  Cal.  213;  Lowo 
V.  Emerson,  48  111.  160. 

"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
198. 

»"  Rider  w.  Alexander,  1  Chip.  D.  267. 
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proper  showing;'  but  after  judgment  against  tho  tenant 
has  been  executed,  tho  lessor's  only  remedy  is  by  a  new 
suit  for  restitution  of  possession.'  Tho  defense  of  a  land- 
lord is  conlinod  to  that  which  the  tenant  would  bo  allowed 
to  make,'  unless  tho  statute  permits  other  defenses.* 

§  2884.  Recovery  of  Mesne  Profits. — The  mesne  prof- 
its  may  bo  recovered  by  the  plaintiff  in  tho  ejectment 
action  if  sued  for,*  or  ho  may  recover  them  in  a  sul)sequent 
action,*  in  which  second  action  tiio  first  judgment  is  con- 
clusive as  to  the  right  to  recover  on  tho  title  shown.'  Tho 
action  for  mesne  profits  will  not  lie  against  a  lessee  who 
holds  under  one  put  in  possession  by  order  of  court.' 
The  action  for  mesne  profits  is  an  equitable  one,  in  which 
every  defense  may  be  made  under  the  general  issue."     If 


'  Roland  v.  Kroyenhagen,  18  Cal. 
455;  Barrett  v.  (iraliam,  ID  Cal.  6:V2; 
Heed  V.  Calderwood,  22  Cal.  464; 
Diuiick  V.  Derinfrer,  32  Cal.  488; 
Williams  v.  Bruuton,  3  Oilin.  600; 
Wharton  v.  Botham,  3  Watts  &  S. 
158;  Hough  v.  Hammond,  .36  Tex.  657. 

»  Edwards  v.  I'hillip.s,  91  N.  C.  355. 
The  landlord  is  not  entitled  to  stay  a 
writ  of  restitution  properly  issued 
againnt  the  tenant:  Diinick  v.  Deringer, 
aj  Cal.  488.  Contra,  People  v.  Grunt, 
45  Cal.  «J7. 

» Crockett  r.  Lashbrook,  5  T.  B. 
Mon.  530;  17  Am.  Dec.  98;  Belfour  t>. 
Davii?,  4  Dev.  &  B.  300;  Sinclair  v. 
Wortley,  1  Winst.  114;  84  Am.  Dec. 
357;  Whiasenhunt  v.  Jones,  80  N.  C. 
318;  Goudelock  ».  Massey,  2  Strob. 
188.  A  landlord  allowed  to  come  in 
and  defend  cannot  object  that  no  no- 
tice to  quit  was  given  to  t)ie  tenant: 
Wiiissenliunt  v.  Jones,  78  N.  C.  361. 
The  court,  on  admitting  the  landlord 
to  become  a  party,  may  limit  his  de- 
fense to  a  portion  of  land  claii7ied: 
Ege  V.  Medlar,  82  Pa.  St.  86.  A  land- 
lord brought  in  after  suit  commenced 
can  only  plead  prescription  to  com- 
mencement of  tho  action:  Gardner  v. 
Grauniss,  57  Ga.  .540. 

*  Isler  V.  Foy,  66  N.  C.  547;  Mad- 
drey  V.  Long,  86  N.  C.  383. 

'  Shumake  v.  Nelms'a  Adm'r,  25 
Ala.  126;  Keaae  v.  Cannovan,  21  Cal. 


2!)3;  82  Am.  Dec  7.*?8;  Winin^s  v. 
Wood.  5.1  Ind.  187;  Woodruff  v.  Gar- 
ner, 27  Ind.  4;  Wolcot  v.  T«)Wiisend, 
49  Iowa,  456;  Larrabee  v.  Lambert, 
36  Me.  44U;  Pierce  v.  Strickland,  25 
Me.  440;  Lord  v.  Dearing,  24  Minn. 
110;  Armstrong  v.  Hinds,  8  Minn. 
264;  Hughes  v.  Carson,  90  Mo.  399; 
Duff »'.  Hutson,  2  Bail.  215. 

«  Winings  v.  Wood,  53  Ind.  187;  Van 
Alstine  r.  McCarty,  61  Barb.  326; 
Dewey  v.  Osborn,  4  Cow.  .329;  Duppaw. 
Mayo,  1  Wins.  Saund.  277  a.  Amend- 
ment will  not  be  allowed  to  change  an 
action  for  rent  into  an  action  for  mesne 
profits:  Ramirez  V.  Murray,  6  Cal.  222. 
Only  trespass,  and  not  (wminpsii,  will 
lie  for  mesne  profits  accruing  after  the 
date  of  the  demise  laid  in  the  eject- 
inent  suit:  Sinnard  v.  McBride,  3 
Ohio,  264;  Birch  v.  Wriglit,  1  Term 
Rep.  378,  387.  But  see  Pulteney  v. 
Warren,  6  Yes.  73. 

'  Shumake  v.  Nelms'a  Adm'r,  25  Ala. 
126;  Doe  v.  Dupey,  4  J.  J.  Marsh.  328; 
Shipley  v.  Alexander,  3  Har.  &  J.  84; 
5  Am.  Dec.  421;  Dewey  v,  Osborn,  4 
Cow.  329;  Jackson  v.  Cond)s,  7  Cow.  36. 

*  Wallus  V.  Condray,  2  Yerg.  171. 

•  Davis  V.  Doe,  2  Ind.  699;  Jackson 
V.  Raiidull,  11  Johns.  405;  Jackson  v. 
Combs,  7  Cow.  36;  Laiigendyck  v. 
Burhans,  11  Johns.  461;  Doe  v.  Hud- 
dart,  2  Cromp.  M.  &  K.  315;  Aslia  v. 
Parkin,  2  Burr.  668. 
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the  tenant  is  compelled  to  repay  rent  as  mesne  profits,  he 
may  recover  back  what  was  paid  to  his  lessor.'  The  ten- 
ant is  not  jointV  liable  with  the  landlord  for  mesne  prof- 
its accruing  before  the  tenant's  entry,*  and  there  can  be 
no  recovery  of  substantial  damages  against  a  landlord 
joined  as  co-defendant  with  tenants  of  separate  parcels,* 
unless  a  joint  defense  is  made,  when  the  landlord  who  de- 
fends for  all  the  tenants  cannot  object  to  a  gc  etal  judg- 
ment for  the  rents  of  the  whole  premises.*  The  plaintiff 
recovering  generally  will  take  the  growing  crops;'  but  not 
if  he  has  recovered  rent  of  that  year  as  mesne  profits.® 
Whatever  would  be  rent  as  between  landlord  and  tenant 
may  be  recovered  as  mesne  profits,'  and  the  rental  value 
may  be  proved  to  determine  the  damages.*  Judgment 
for  mesne  profits  against  the  tenant  is  no  bar  to  a  sub- 
sequent suit  against  the  landlord  if  the  tenant  is  in- 
solvent.' A  landlord  who  puts  another  in  possession  as 
his  tenant  renders  himself  liable  for  mesne  profits  to  the 
true  owner,*"  but  he  is  not  subject  to  judgment  for  more 
than  the  rents  actually  received,  if  not  personally  occupy- 
ing the  premises." 

§  2885.  Summary  Proceedings  to  Recover  Possession — 
In  General.  —  By  statute,  in  most  of  the  states,  summary 
proceedings  are  provided  for  the  recovery  of  the  posses- 
sion of  premises  unlawfully  detained.  Such  proceedings 
are  purely  possessory  in  their  nature;  the  question  is  as 
to  the  right  of  possession,  the  merits  of  the  title  being 
irrelevant.*'    The  courts  in  which  such  summary  proceed- 


1  Keano  v.  Cannovan,  21  Cal.  2'  ?; 
82  Am.  Dec.  738. 

a  Eilgertoa  v.  Clark,  20  Vt.  264. 

'  Sutton  V.  Casseleggi,  5  Mo.  App. 
Ill;  77  Mo.  397. 

♦  MuCiiskle  V.  Amarine,  lis  Ala.  17; 
Wii-is  V.  Nelson,  26  Vt.  13. 

°  Gear  on  T/audlord  ami  Tenant,  sees. 
179    199. 

«  Ganiuer  v.  Kerse>,  39  Ga.  o64;  99 
Am.  Dec.  484. 

'  Murris  v.  Tinker,  60  Ga.  472. 


*  Cooper  V.  Robertson,  87  Ind.  222; 
Reed  v.  Ward,  51  Ind.  215;  Duugau 
V.  Von  F'hul,  8  Iowa,  263. 

»  Hushes  v.  Carson,  90  Mo.  399. 

'•  Williamson  v.  Heyser,  74  Ga.  271 ; 
WiniugB  V.  Wood,  53  Ind.  187;  Van 
Alstine  v.  McCarty,  51  Barb.  .32tj; 
Storch  V.  Carr,  128  Pa.  St.  13.');  Chirac 
V.  Keinieker,  11  Wheat.  280. 

"  Dobbins  v.  Baker,  80  Ind.  52. 

'■'  See  1  (J ear  on  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant, sec.  199. 
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ings  are  had  have  usually  no  jurisdiction  to  try  title.*  A 
mere  denial  of  the  plaintiff's  title  will  not  oust  the  juris- 
diction until  it  is  made  clear  that  a  question  of  title  is 
involved,'  in  which  case  the  jurisdiction  is  ousted,'  or  re- 
moved, as  the  statute  may  provide.'*  The  jurisdiction  is 
not  ousted  by  the  intervention  of  a  third  party  asserting 
paramount  title;*  nor  can  the  tenant  set  up  title  subse- 
quently acquired  by  a  third  person,"  unless  he  has  attorned 
to  a  purchaser  from  the  lessor.'  But  the  defendant,  to 
oust  the  jurisdiction,  may  set  up  title  to  the  reversion  ob- 
tained by  himself  after  the  lease  was  given,®  which  the 
burden  is  upon  him  to  prove,'  by  showing  a  deed  exe- 
cuted,*" or  an  equitable  right  to  specific  performance." 
The  only  questions  to  be  tried  are,  whether  a  tenancy 
exists,*'  whether  the  tenant  wrongfully  holds  over,"  and 
whether  proper  notice  has  been  given."  Wrongful  posses- 
sion of  the  tenant  is  of  the  gist  of  the  action;*^  and  if  the 
judgment  is  reversed  as  to  some  defendants,  it  cannot 
stand  as  to  any.'*  The  summary  remedy  is  not  intended 
as  a  substitute  for  the  action  of  ejectment,"  and  cannot  be 
used  to  enfo'ce  a  forfeiture  for  breach  of  condition,  when 


'  See  1  (rear  on  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant, sec.  199. 

«  Pettit  V.  Black,  13  Neb.  142;  Smith 
V.  Kaiser,  17  Neb.  184;  De  '^lofiittufj  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  81  Pa.  St.  217;  BeTfe'.maaj' 
Roberta,  61  Pa.  St.  497;  Essler  v. 
Johnson,  5  Pa.  St.  3.50. 

»  Molian  V.  Butler,  112  Fa.  St.  591; 
Allen  V.  Ash,  6  Phila.  312;  Forsythe 
V.  BuUock,  74  N.  C.  135. 

♦  Keller  v.  Klopfer,  3  Col.  132;  Men- 
moyer  v.  Andreas,  57  Pa.  St.  44(5. 

"  Diivis  V.  Davis,  83  N.  C.  71;  Daly 
V.  Barrett,  4  Phila.  350. 

"  White  V.  Bailey,  14  Conn.  271; 
Werner  r.  Footman,  54  Ga.  128. 

'  Kingman  v.  Abington,  5(j  Mo,  46; 
Thorn<like  v.  Norri.s,  24  N.  H.  454. 

"  Roilgers  V.  Palmer,  33  Conn.  150; 
Lane  v.  .Morton,  78  N.  C.  7;  Uergnian 
V.  Koherts,  (it  Pa.  8t.  497;  Clark  v. 
Everly,  8  Watts  &  S.  226. 

•  Meumoyer  v.  Audieaa,  57  Pa.  St. 


446;  Hoffner  v.  Hoeckley,  3  Brewst. 
253. 

'*  De  Bozear  r.  Butler,  2  Grant  Caa. 
rfl7. 

»'  Gelston  v.  Sigmund,  27  Md.  334. 

''  Barnes  v.  NichoL^on,  2  N.  J.  L. 
326;  Snedoker  v.  Quick,  12  N.  J.  L. 
129,  130;  Foster  v.  Penry,  77  N.  C. 
160;  O'Neale  v.  Fickling,  10  S.  C,  N. 
S.,  303;  Newtoa  v.  Leary,  64  ^Vi3. 
190. 

'» Snedeker  v.  Quick,  12  N.  J.  L.  129, 
130;  Barnes  v.  Nicholson,  2  N.  J.  L. 
326;  Newton  v.  Lcary,  64  Wis.  190. 

'♦  Newton  V.  Leary,  64  Wis.  190. 

""Murphy  n.  Droyer,  II  111.  App. 
246;  (J.Mldard  v.  Lieherman,  18  111. 
A[ip.  'MCt. 

'"(iodilard  t'.  Licherman,  18  111. 
App.  ;i(i6;  HiMliraiid  v.  Limiiiiger,  15 
N.  .1.  L.  38;  iSncdcker  v.  Quick,  12  N. 
J.  L.  !-J9. 

''  atccle  V.  Bond,  23  Miiiu.  207. 
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not  expressly  provided  by  statute;*  and  consent  in  the 
lease  to  summary  proceedings  cannot  give  jurisdiction 
not  given  by  statute."  Equity  will  not,  as  a  rule,  restrain 
summary  proceedings  under  the  statutes  on  any  ground 
which  may  be  taken  advantage  of  in  the  proceedings,  or 
where  the  party  has  a  remedy  at  law.' 

§  2886.    When    Maintainable,  and    by  Whom.  —  The 

statutory  summary  proceedings  to  recover  possession  lie 
for  non-payment  of  rent,*  or  for  an  unlawful  holding  over 
after  the  agreed  right  of  possession  has  'ern  uated,*  or 
after  notice  to  quit,*  or  for  a  renunciation  oi  the  landlord's 
title,^  or  for  an  illegal  use  of  the  premises,  when  so  pro- 
vided by  statute,®  or  where  the  lease  is  determined  ^y 
forfeiture  for  breach  of  its  provisions.'  They  ma^  e 
maintained,  as  a  general  rule,  by  any  one  entitled  to  the 
possession."*  Only  +he  tenant  can  sue  for  an  Tirlowful 
detainer  of  the  premises  from  him  during  tlie  tt  rm." 
The  remainderman  or  reversioner  may  summarily  dis- 
possess the  lessee  of  a  life  tenant  who  holds  over."  Joint 
lessors  may  maintain  a  joint  complaint,  though  owning 

'  Du  Bouchet  ?;.  Wharton,  12  Conn.  N.  J.  L.  511;   Webb  v.   Seekins,    02 

5:^.3;  Fifty  Associates  v.  Howland,   11  Wis.  26. 

Met.  99;  Wiikeniaa  y.  Johnson,  .3  ■^.  '  Buoker  v.  Warren,   41    Ark.   532; 

J.  L  84;  Wilson  v.  Swayze,  15  P  Fortier  v.  Ballance,  5  Gil'n.  -tl;  Hos- 
Pr.  432;   Oakley  v.  Schoonniaker,     "^p  W-iP^    l-ec'  "s.  4   Litt.    .W9;    14  Am. 

Wend.  226;  Beach  v.  Nixon,  9  N.  Y.  j.„    Bates  v.  Austin,  2   A.  K. 

35;  Penoyer  v.  Brown,  13  Abb.  N.  (J.  Marsh.  270;    12  Am.  Dec.  395;    Mc- 


82. 

^  Beach  v.  Nixon,  9  N.  Y.  .35;  Mc- 
Cloud  V,  Jaggera,  3  Phila.  304.  See 
Woodward  v.  Cone,  73  111.  241. 

"  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
204. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sees. 
]95,  201. 

^  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
201. 

"  Brockway  v.  Thomas,  36  Ark.  518; 
Johnson  v.  Stewart,  77  Mass.  182; 
Kimball  v.  Rowland,  6  Gray,  224; 
Walker  v.  Sharpe,  96  Mass.  43;  Clapp 
V.  Paine,  18  Me.  264;  Wheeler  v.  Cowan, 
25  Mo.  283;  Sawyer  "  Van  Houseii, 
39  Mich.  89;  Towuley  v.  Rutan,  21 
N.  J.  L.    G74;  Stanley  v.  Horner,  24 


Cartney  v.  Ancr,  50  RiO.  395;  Wilson 
V.  James,  79  N.  C.  340;  Vincent  v. 
Corbin,  85  N.  C.  I08;  Rabe  v.  Fyler, 
10  Sufiedes  &  M.  440;  48  Am.  Dec. 
763. 

sPrescott  v.  Kyle,  103  Mass.  381; 
Justice  V.  Lowe,  26  Ohio  St.  370;  Mc- 
Garney  v.  Puckett,  27  Ohio  St.  669. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
201. 

'*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
201. 

' '  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
01. 

'^  Peck  V.  Peck.  .35  Conn.  390;  Ken- 
ncy  V.  Sweeney,  14  R.  I.  581.  Contra, 
Wdlfe  V.  All ge vine,  57  Miss.  767;  May 
r.  Kendall,  8  Phila.  244. 
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in  severalty.'  Proceedings  by  one  partner  to  recover 
premise^  leased  by  the  firm  will  be  considered  as  in  favor 
of  the  firm,  if  no  objection  is  taken.''  Proceedings  may 
be  maintained  by  a  married  woman  respecting  her  sepa- 
rate estate,' or  against  one  who  contracts  in  her  own  name.* 
A  widow  may  sue  in  her  own  right  and  as  guardian  of 
minor  heirs.®  A  ward,  after  his  majority,  may  maintain 
the  action  on  the  lease  given  by  his  guardian.'  The  ac- 
tion may  be  maintained  against  the  tenant,'  or  an  as- 
signee of  the  lease,*^  or  a  subtenant,'  or  any  one  put  in 
possession  by  or  under  the  tenant,'"  or  taking  possession 
from  him  as  hostile  landlord,"  or  moving  in  after  his 
removal  from  the  premises."*  Every  person  in  possession 
under  the  tenant  may  be  joined  with  him  as  defendant. '^ 
A  lessee  may  rr<aintain  summary  proceedings  for  posses- 
sion against  a  former  tenant  who  holds  over,"  or  against 
another  tenant  wrongfully  put  in  pooScssiou  by  the  land- 
lord,'* or  against  his  subtenants.'* 

§  288V.     When  not  Maintainable. — The  statutory  sum- 
mary proceeding  for  the  recovery  of  the  possession  of 

46;  Allen  v.  Smith,  12  N.  J.  L.  199; 
People  V.  McAdam,  84  N.  Y.  287; 
Bii''  all  V.  Phillips,  17  Wend,  464; 
O''  nell  V.  Mcliityre,  41  Hun,  100. 
0.  ^  McCartney  v.  Hunt,  16  111.  76;  Cox 
»'  .  «^unninghani,  77  111.  545;  Krank  v. 
NichoUs,  6  Mo.  App.  72. 

*■'  Porter  r.  Murray,  12  Pac.  Rep.  425. 

"  Richardson  v.  Harvey,  37  Ga.  224; 
Fortier  v.  Ballai.ce,  5  Gilm.  41;  .ludJ 
V.  Arnold,  31  \]iun.  430;  Emerick  v. 
Tavener,  9  Gratt.  2'20;  58  Am.  Dec.  217. 

'*  Gazzolo  V.  Chambers,  73  111.  75; 
Hooton  V.  Holt,  139  Mass.  54;  ^Valker 
V.  Sharpe,  96  Mass.  43;  Pratt  u.  Farrar, 
92  Mass.  519;  Gruudy  v.  Martin,  143 
Mass.  279;  Casey  v.  K  ig,  98  Mass. 
503;  Alexander  v.  Carew,  95  Mass.  70; 
Hildretli  v.  Conant,  10  Met.  298;  Bur- 
ton V.  Rolulieck,  30  Minn.  393;  Power 
V.  Taze wells,  25  firatt.  78C. 

i»  Chancey  u.  Smith,  25  W.  Va.  404; 
52  Am.  Rep.  217. 

'B  People  V.  Shorb,  14  Hun,  112;  Co- 
burn  V.  Palmer,  8  Cush.  124. 


'  Oakes    v.    Munroe,    8    Cush.    282. 

But  not  tenants  in  common  who  have 

leased  by  separate  contracts:   Ware  v. 

Warwick,  48  Ala.  295. 

■'■  Nemetty  v.  Naylor,  100  ^^  Zl^:S^>, 

'  Hurft  V.  Thompson,  68  Aia.  ^.-man 

*  Fiske  V.  Mcintosh,   101   Mass.  66. 

*  Moody  V.  Seaman,  46  Mich.  74. 

6  People  V.  Ingersoll,  20  Hun,  316. 

'  Marley  v.  Rodger s,  5  Yerg.  217. 

«  People  V.  Dudley,  58  N.  Y.  323. 

"Suo.ldy  V.  Watt,  9  Ala.  609;  Par- 
dee V.  Gray,  66  Cal.  524;  McBurney 
V.  Mclntyre,  38  Ga.  261;  Patchell  u. 
Johnston,  04  111.  .305;  Reed  t>.  Hawley, 
45  111.  40;  Cox  v.  Cunningham,  77  111. 
o4.j;  Marley  v.  Rodgers,  5  Yerg.  217. 

'"  Snoddy  V.  Watt,  9  Ala.  609;  Duniaa 
V.  Hunter,  25  Ala.  711;  McCartney  r. 
llimt,  16  111.  76;  Fortier  ?;.  Ballance, 
5  (xiim.  41;  Hardisty  v.  Glenn,  32  111. 
62;  Wilder  v.  House,  48  111.  279;  Elms 
V.  Randall,  2  Dana,  100;  Willi  v.  Peters, 
11  Mo.  ,395;  Shephanl  v.  Martin,  31 
Mo.  492;  Kingman  u.  AbingLon,  50  .Mo. 
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premises  has  been  lield  not  to  lie  in  the  following  cases, 
viz.:  Wliere  the  tenancy  has  not  expired;*  where  it  has 
been  renewed  or  continued  by  consent,  express  or  im- 
plied;^ where  the  action  of  ejectment  would  not  lie;' 
where  there  has  been  no  lawful  demand  or  notice  to  quit* 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  notice;*  where 
the  lessor's  right  of  possession  has  terminated;*  where  the 
tenant  has  lawfully  attorned  to  the  holder  of  a  paramount 
title;'  for  non-payment  of  rent,  while  a  partial  eviction  by 
the  lessor  continues;*  for  taxes;'  against  an  executor  for 
default  in  pc^yment  of  rent;'"  for  rent  long  due,  which  has 
become  a  general  indebtedness;"  for  a  stipulated  sum  in 
additicfn  to  rent;''  for  buildings  erected  on  the  land  of  an- 
other;" by  a  grantee  of  a  separate  parcel  of  the  reversion;" 
by  the  owner  of  a  tax  lease;'*  by  one  person  to  the  use  of 
another;'^  by  the  lessor  against  a  third  person,  who  detains 
possession  from  the  lessee;"  by  a  tenant  against  one  who 
subleases  for  the  entire  term,*^  or  to  obtain  possession  un- 
der the  lease;"  by  a  lessor  who  is  in  partnership  with  the 
tenant;'^"  by  the  wife's  lessee  against  the  husband;^'  by  a 


'  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
202. 

^  Sullivan  v.  Gary,  17  Cal.  80;  Uri- 
dias  V.  Morrell,  25  Cal.  31;  Judd  v. 
Arnold,  31  Mian.  430;  McAdoo  v. 
Calhun,  80  N.  C.  419;  lah  v.  Chilton, 
2t)  Mo.  '2bG. 

'Buck  V.  Binninger,  3  Barb.  391; 
Barnes  v  Tenney,  52  Vt.  557;  Hadloy 
V.  Havens,  24  Vt.  520. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sees.  191,  200,  202. 

"  King?;. Connolly,  51  Cal.  181 ;  Mar- 
tin V.  ISplivalo,  5(i  Cid.  12S;  Decker  v. 
WcMannua,  101  Miss.  (53;  Young  v. 
Iiigle,  14  Mo.  42G;  Jolin.ion  v.  Doug- 
lass, 73  Mo.  IGS;  Dale  v.  Dodtlrige,  9 
Nel).  138. 

*  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
202. 

'  Wheelock  v.  Warscliauer,  34  Cal. 
20.1;  Steinltiick  ••.  Krone,  ;f(i  Cid.  3():>; 
Foss  V.  Van  Driele,  47  Mich.  2i)l. 
See  Kims  v.  Riiidall,  4  D.uia,  519; 
Elliott  V.  Ackla,  9  Ta.  St.  42. 

*  Skugi^s  V.  Einer.soii,  5i>  Cal.  3; 
Feo]jle  V.  Guduey,  10  iluu,  151. 


•  Wilson  V.  Swayze,  15  Abb.  Pr. 
432. 

"  Martell  v.  Meehan,  63  Cal.  47. 

"  Wolf  V.  Shiukle,  4  Mo.  App.  197. 

''  People  V,  Cushman,  1  Hun,  73. 

"  Field  V.  Higgins.  35  Me.  339;  Kas- 
sing  V.  Keohane,  4  111.  -Vpp.  400. 

"  Abeel  v.  Hubbell,  52  Mich.  37. 

'•*  Sperling  v.  Isaacs,  13  Daly,  275. 

'*  Kennedy  v.  Hitchcock,  4  Port. 
230;  Furgnson  v.  .Lewis,  27  Mo.  249. 

"  McKeen  v.  Nelms,  9  Ala.  507; 
Treat  v.  Stuart,  5  Cal.  113;  Mitchell 
r.  Davis,  20  Cal.  47;  Polack  v.  Schafer, 
46  Cal.  270:  Hammel  v.  Zobelein,  51 
<Jal.  532;  Yoders's  Heira  v.  Early,  2 
Dana,  245;  L'Hussier  v.  Tallee,  24 
Mo.  13. 

i**  liliimenberg  v.  Myers,  32  Cal.  93; 
91  Am.  Dec.  500. 

'"  Kruniweido  o,  Schroeder,  56  Iowa, 
100. 

••"'  Pico  »..  Cnyas,  48  Cal.  639. 

•^'  Whitney  v.  D:iit,  117  Miiss.  153. 
Nor  in  favor  of  the  wife  against  the 
tenant  of  the  husband:  Luthrell  V.  Ca- 
rulhers,  5  111.  App.  544, 


; 
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mortgagee,  or  his  lessee,  against  the  mortgagor;*  by  a  pur- 
chaser under  trustee's  sale  against  the  original  owner;  ^  by 
an  execution  purchaser  against  one  not  chiiming  under  the 
execution  debtor;^  by  a  grantee  igainst  a  grantor;*  by  a 
vendor  against  a  purchaser  in  possession,  who  has  broken 
an  executory  contract;®  against  a  tenant  who  has  contracted 
to  purchase;*  against  one  who  liolds  as  an  intruder  or  ad- 
verse claimant;'^  against  a  tenant  who  enters  without  con- 
sent, after  surrendering  possession;''  and,  in  general,  where 
the  conventional  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  does  not 
exist.^ 

§2888.  Procedure. — The  statutes  generally  require  a 
written  notice  to  be  served  on  the  tenant  to  deliver  pos- 
session before  the  action  is  brought.  The  time  for  this 
notice  varies  in  the  different  states.'"  An  affidavit  of 
the  landlord  or  his  agent,  stating  facts  bringing  the  case 
within  the  statute  is  likewise  usually  required. 


>  Clement  v.  Bennett,  70  Me.  207; 
Hastiiiga  r.  Pratt,  8  Cush.  121;  Larned 
V.  Clark,  8  Cuah.  29;  Greer  v.  Wilbar, 
72  N.  C.  5!(2;  Davis  v.  Hemenway,  27 
Vt.  581).  Nor  iu  favor  of  a  purchaser 
at  foreclosure  sale  against  the  mort- 
gagor wlio  holds  over:  McMillan  v. 
Love,  72  N.  C.  18. 

-  Biirford  V.  Nolan,  30  Miss.  427; 
Kuliu  V.  Feiser,  3  Head,  83.  Bar- 
gainor in  deed  of  trust  containing 
stipulation  for  retention  of  posaessiou 
of  bind  conveyed  until  sold  under 
ttrms  of  trust  who  holds  possession 
after  sale  of  premises  by  trustee  is 
not  such  tenant  as  comes  within  pur- 
view of  landlord  and  tenant  act:  Mc- 
Conibs  V.  Wallace,  60  N.  C.  481. 

"  Koycey;.  Bradbuni,  2  Doug.  (Mich.) 
377;  Cununings  v.  Kilpatrick,  2.'i  Miss. 
10(5.  Nor  agauist  a  tenant  of  the  exe- 
cution defendant:  Leach  v.  Kojuig,  55 
Mo.  451. 

*  Hims  V.  Humphrey,  4  Denio,  185. 

^  Dakin  V.  Allen,  8Cush.  .33;  Hughes 
i>.  Mason,  84  N.  C.  472;  People  v. 
Bigehiw,  II  How.  Pr.  83;  Johnson  v. 
}la\iser,  82  N.  C.  375;  Riley  y.  Jordan, 
75  N.  C.  180.  Unless  the  contract  of 
295 


purchase  is  unconditionally  surren- 
dered, and  a  contract  of  lease  substi- 
tute'V  Riley  v.  Jordan,  75  N.  C. 
180, 

•^  ( rear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
199  Brown  v.  Beatty,  76  Ala.  250; 
Beniett  v.  Scribner,  16  Barb.  021; 
K'...pfer  V.  Keller,  1  C(d.  410;  Keller 
V.  Klopfer,  3  Col.  132;  Capet  v.  Parker, 
3  Sand.  662;  Mohan  v.  Butler,  112  Pa. 
St.  591. 

'  Stinson  v.  Gossett,  4  Ala.  170; 
Moungar  v.  Burks,  17  Ala.  48;  Rus- 
sell V.  Deplous,  25  Ala.  514;  29  Ala. 
308;  McCracken  v.  VVoodfork,  3  A.  K. 
Marsh.  524;  Farmer  v.  Hunter,  45 
Mich.  337;  Hovey  v.  Blanchard,  13 
N.  H.  145;  Morrison  v.  Teiiney,  15 
N.  H.  126;  Leavitt  v.  Wallace,  12  N. 
H.  489;  People  v.  Hovey,  4  Lans.  86; 
Carlisle  v.  McCall,  1  Hilt.  399;  Har- 
rington?'. Watson,  11  Or.  143;  50  An*. 
Rep.  465;  Saunders  v.  Doake,  3  Tex. 
143. 

•^  Walls  V.  Preston,  28  Cal.  225. 

•  Gear  on  Lanillord  and  Tenant,  sec. 
201. 

"^'  Sie  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Tenant, 
sec.  200. 
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§  2889.  Dispossession  —  Restitution.  —  Under  the  war- 
rant of  dispossession,  tlie  only  person  that  can  be  re- 
moved is  the  defendant,  or  his  servants,  or  family;^  and 
the  officer  will  be  liable  as  a  trespasser  if  he  turns  out  of 
possession  one' who  is  not  bound  by  the  judgment,^  or  if 
he  dispossesses  the  tenant  before  expiration  of  a  notice 
to  quit,  which  is  required  by  law  to  be  given."  The  offi- 
cer is  not  bound  to  remove  the  tenant's  goods,  and  may 
permit  the  '<3nant  to  remove  them;*  but  he  is  not  bound 
to  delay  thoir  removal  on  account  of  a  storm,*  and  must 
invest  the  plaintiff  with  full  and  complete  possession."  If 
the  judgment  is  reversed,  the  tenant  is  entitled  to  a  resti- 
tution of  possession;'  but  not  if  his  term  or  right  of  pos- 
session has  ceased;*  nor  where  the  reversal  was  for  mere 
irregularities,  and  it  appears  that  the  landlord  should  pre- 
vail in  a  regular  proceeding."  Where  more  land  is  taken 
by  the  warrant  of  dispossession  than  was  recovered  in 
the  action,  the  court  will  compel  restitution.*"  Under  a 
statute  giving  a  right  of  action  for  damages  for  disposses- 
sioi.  upon  reversal  of  the  judgment,  the  grounds  of  re- 
versal are  immaterial,"  and  the  tenant  may  recover 
damages  for  the  withholding  of  possession  and  for  loss 
of  money  taken  and  destroyed." 


1  Colt  V.  Eves,  12  Conn.  259;  Bagley 
t".  Sternhtii:,  34  Minn.  470;  De  firaw  v. 
Prior,  68  Mu.    )o6. 

^  Bagley  r.  .Sieinberg,  34  Minn.  470; 
Croft  V.  King,  8  Daly,  2(55. 

*  Pausuli  r.  ( hierrard,  07  Ga.  318. 

*  Union  r.   Baylissi,  40  N.  J.  L.  60. 

*  Higunbothaiii  v.  Lowenbein,  3 
Robt.  22. 

•^  Union  V.  Bayliss.  40  N.  J.  L.  60. 

'  Da  Bucbet  r.  Wharton,  12  Conn. 
S3;  Wolcott  V.  Sebenck,  16  How.  Pr. 
■*ll);  Merouay  v.  Wright,  84  N.  C.  336; 


Shaw  V.  Fleming,  5  Houst.  155;  Com. 
V.  Bigelow,  3  Pick.  31. 

*  McQuade  v.  Etnmons,  38  N.  J.  L. 
397;  People  v.  Gidney,  15  Hun,  475; 
Chretien  v.  Doney,  1  N.  Y.  419. 

*  Liverniore  v,  Hamilton,  15  Abb. 
Pr.  328. 

'•  Emeiick  v.  Tavener,  9  Gratt,  220; 
58  Am.  Dec.  217. 

"  Hayden  v.  Florence  S.  M.  Co.,  54 
N.  Y.  221. 

'•^  Eten  V.  Lyster,  37  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct. 
486;  60  N.  Y.  252. 
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CHAPTER  CXXXIII. 

FIXTURES. 

§  2890.  Fixtures  defined— The  different  tests. 

§2891.  Bona  fide  holder  could  not  recover  for  permanent  improvement*  — 

"Betterment  laws." 

§  2892.  Annexation  as  the  test. 

§  2893.  Removability  without  injury  to  premises  as  the  test. 

§  2894.  Application  or  adaptability  to  the  use  as  the  test. 

§  2895.  Intention  as  the  test. 

§  2896.  Act  of  wrong-doer  —  Property  of  third  person. 

§  2897.  Contract  or  consent  of  owner  of  land. 

§  2898.  Heir  and  executor. 

§  2899.  Landlord  and  tenant. 

§  2900.  Vendor  and  vendee. 

§  2901.  Rights  of  mortgagee. 

§2902.  What  are  and  are  not  fixtures  —  Buildings. 

§  2903.  Gas-fixtures  and  water-pipes. 

§  2904.  Machinery. 

§  2905.  Other  things. 

§  2890.      Fixtures  Defined  —  The  Different  Tests.  — 

Fixtures  are  personal  chattels  which  have  been  so  fixed 
and  annexed  to  the  freehold  as  to  become  a  part  of  it.* 
By  the  term  "fixture,"  in  its  legal  sense,  it  is  said  in  a 
recent  case,  is  meant  something  so  attached  to  the  realty 
as  to  become,  for  the  time  being,  a  part  of  the  freehold, 


'  Rapalje  and  Lawrence's  Law  Diet. 
Oq  the  otlier  hand,  in  an  English  case,  it 
is  said:  "The  term  'fixtures'  has  now 
acquired  the  peculiar  mecniiig  of  per- 
soual  chattels,  which  have   been  an- 


nexed to  the  freehold,  but  \7hich  are 
removable  at  the  will  of  the  person 
who  has  annexed  them":  Parke,  B., 
in  H alien  v,  Ruuder,  1  Cromp.  M.  & 
R.  206. 
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as  contrndistinguishcd  from  a  mere  chattel.*  All  build- 
ings or  other  personal  chattels  standing  on  or  affixed  to 
land  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  they  stand 
as  part  of  the  realty;  and  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon 
those  who  claim  that  they  are  personal  property  to  show 
that  thoy  retain  that  character.''  A  structure  erected  on 
the  land  of  another  becomes  his  property,  although  built 
with  a  view  of  enforcing  an  adverse  right  in  the  land.' 
The  owner  of  the  materials  loses  his  property,  because  he 
is  presumed  to  have  voluntarily  parted  with  it,  or  to  have 
intended  it  as  a  gift  to  the  owner  of  the  soil.*  But  this 
presumption  as  to  the  intention  of  the  party  making  the 
annexation  is  not  in  all  cases  a  conclusive  one,  and  may 
be  rebutted  by  circumstances  showing  a  contrary  inten- 
tion.' To  determine  the  irremovable  character  of  a  fixture, 
several  tests  are,  by  the  modern  authorities,  applied,  viz.: 
1.  Actual  annexation  to  the  realty  or  something  appur- 
tenant thereto,  it  being  so  firmly  fixed  to  the  real  estate 
that  it  cannot  be  removed  without  injury  to  the  freehold 
from  the  act  of  removal,  and  apart  from  the  substraction 
of  the  thing  removed;  2.    Application  to  the  use  or  pur- 


'!3 


»Carlin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478;  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  407. 

^  Howard  v.  Fessenden,  14  Allen, 
128;  Madigan  v.  McCarthy,  108  Mass. 
307;  Fisher  v.  SaflFer,  1  E.  D.  Smith, 
611;  Smith  v.  Benson,  1  Hill,  176; 
Chattertou  v.  Sa\il,  16  111.  148;  Dooley 
V.  Crist,  25111.  551;  Meyers  v.  Schemp, 
67  111.  469;  Goff  v.  O'Conner,  16  111. 
421;  Curtiss  v.  Hoyt,  19  Conn.  165; 
Holland  v.  Hodgson,  L.  R.  7  Com.  P. 
328;  Brown  v.  Bridges,  31  Iowa,  146; 
Miller  v.  Plumb,  6  Cow.  665;  16  Am. 
Dec.  456;  Rives  v.  Dudley,  3  Jones  Eq. 
126;  67  Am.  Dec.  231.  But  see,  contra, 
Rogers  v.  Woodhury,  15  Pick.  156. 

'  Campbell  v.  Roddy,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 
244;  6  Am.  St.  Rup.  889. 

*  Feranl  ou  Fixtures,  12;  Madigan 
V.  McCarthy,  108  Mass.  376;  Huel)sch- 
mauu  V.  Mu Henry,  29  Wis.  655;  Mit- 
chell V.  Billinttaluy,  17  Ala.  391;  Crest 
V.  Jack,  3  Watts,  238;  27  Am.  Dec. 


353;  Murphy  v.  Marland,  8  Cush. 
575;  Richtmyer  v.  Morss,  3  Keyes, 
349;  Beers  v.  St.  John,  16  Conn. 
322;  Sparks  v.  Spicer,  I  Ld.  Raym. 
738;  Stillman  v.  Hamer,  8  Miss.  421; 
First  Parish  in  Sudbury  v.  Jones,  8 
Cush.  189;  Childress  v.  Wright,  2 
Cold.  350;  Thayer  v.  Wright,  4  Den. 
ISO;  Goddard  v.  Bolster,  6  Me.  427; 
Tread wayu.  Sharon,  7  Nev.  37;  Coombs 
V.  Jordan,  3  Bland,  284;  22  Am.  Dec. 
236. 

"  Thus  it  han  been  held  that  a  bnild- 
ing  erected  by  an  individual,  on  piles 
driven  into  the  bed  of  a  navigable 
river  below  water-mark,  the  interest 
of  the  soil  belonging  to  the  public, 
and  the  builder  having  no  rightthereto, 
is,   as   between   individuals,    personal 

Eroperty,  the  presumption  that  the 
uilder  iutendeil  to  make  a  gift  to  the 
public  not  being  one  to  be  raised: 
Marcy  v.  Darling,  8  Pick.  283. 
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pose  to  whicli  that  part  of  the  realty  with  which  it  is  con- 
nected is  appropriated;  and  3.  Tlie  intention  of  tlie  parties 
making  the  annexation  to  make  a  permanent  accession 
to  the  freehohh'  In  a  Pennsylvania  case  it  is  said  that 
the  question  whether  a  structure  of  doubtful  character  is 
to  be  deemed  a  fixture  or  not  does  not  depend  on  the 
mere  question  whether  it  is  set  upon  a  foundation  let 
into  the  ground,  but  upon  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  act  by  which  the  structure  is  put  in  place,  the  policy 
of  the  law  connected  with  its  purpose,  and  the  intentions 
of  those  concerned  in  the  act.^  But  it  will  be  seen  in  the 
subsequent  sections  that  the  courts  do  not  all  unite  on 
the  whole  of  these  tests.  In  some,  the  question  of  inten- 
tion controls;  in  others,  the  manner  of  annexation;  in 
others,  again,  the  question  of  application  or  adaptation. 
What  are  fixtures  is  always  a  mixed  question  of  law  and 
fact.' 

And  again,  the  status  of  the  parties  contesting  occasions 
a  difference  of  decision.  "Where  the  question  is  between 
the  heir  and  the  executor  (the  cases  show),,  the  matter  is 
construed  in  favor  of  the  heir;  between  the  executor  of 
the  tenant  and  the  remainderman,  more  favorably  for  the 
executor;  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  with  the 
greatest  latitude  toward  the  tenant,  with  an  increased 
liberality  concerning  fixtures  erected  for  purposes  of  trade 
or  manufacture.*  But  as  between  vendor  and  vendee,  the 
law  is  more  liberal  in  favor  of  the  vendee  than  of  any 
one  else.* 

§  2891.  Bona  Fide  Holder  could  not  Recover  at  Com- 
mon Law  for  Permanent  Improvements  —  "Betterment" 
Tjaws.  —  So  rigid  is  the  rule  as  to  things  attached  to  the 


'  Ewell  on  Fixtures,  21;  Tyler  on 
Fixtures,  114;  Teaff  w.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio 
8t.  oil;  59  Am.  Dec.  634;  Hutchins 
V.  Masterson,  4G  Tex.  551;  26  Am, 
Rep.  286;  McRea  v.  Bank,  66  N.  Y. 
489;  Vooihees  v.  Mc(iiunis,  4S  N.  Y. 
278;  Sword  v.  Low,  122  111.  487. 


"  Meigs's  Appeal,  62  Pa.  St.  28;   1 
Am.  Rep.  372. 

»  Campbell  v.  O'F-U,  64  Pa.  St.  290. 

♦  2  Kent's  Com. 

*  Walker  v.  Shen.  .^,  20  Wend.  836. 
See  pout,  i  2900, 
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soil  that  at  common  law  one  making  improvomonts  on 
land  bona  fide,  and  believing  himself  to  be  the  owner  (it 
afterwards  turning  out  that  his  title  was  bad,  and  the  le- 
gal owner  recovering  the  land  in  an  action  of  ejectment), 
could  recover  nothing  for  their  value, —  they  passed  with 
the  land  as  a  part  of  it;*  and  if  the  annexation  was  made 
without  the  consent  of  the  owner  of  the  land,  it  was  not 
material  that  it  was  made  by  mistake.^  A  building  erected 
by  one  entering  upon  the  land  under  a  claim  of  right 
adverse  to  the  true  owner  is  a  fixture,  notwithstanding 
the  trespasser's  intention  to  remove  it.'  But  in  an  ac- 
tion for  the  nie^no  profits,  the  value  of  permanent  and 
valuable  im^-'.^vf mQuts,  made  in  good  faith  by  the  bona 
fide  possessor,  in^iy  be  recouped  to  the  extent  of  the  rents 
and  profits  clai nr'-d  by  the  plaintiff.  And  a  court  of  equity, 
in  a  bill  for  routs  and  profits,  after  a  recovery  at  law 
against  a  bona  fide  possessor  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
will  deduct  from  the  amount  to  be  paid  the  value  of  bene- 
ficial improvements.*  A  court  of  equity  will  in  some  other 
cases  allow  compensation  for  improvements  made  by  a 
bona  fide  possessor,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  a  fraud 
for  the  owner  of  the  land  to  avail  himself  thereof  without 
making  compensation.*  The  subject  is  now,  in  most  of 
the  states,  regulated  by  statutes  denominated  "  betterment," 
"improvement,"  and  "occupying  claimant"  laws,  enacted 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  in  some  respects  the  harsh- 
ness of  the  common-law  rule. 


>  2  Kent's  Com.  3.34;  Blackwell  on 
Tax  Titles,  587;  Frearr.  Hardenbergh, 
6  Johns.  272;  4  Am.  Dec.  356;  Kutter 
V.  Smith,  2  Wall.  491. 

*  Burleson  v.  Temple,  2  G.  Greene, 
542;  Blair  v.  Worley,  1  Scam.  178; 
Seymour  v.  Watson,  5  Blackf.  555;  3(j 
Am.  Dec.  556.  Contra,  Lowenberg  v. 
Bernd,  47  Mo.  297. 

^  Huebsclimann  v.  McHenry,  29 
W      655. 

*  Murray  v.  Go'avernenr,  2  Johns. 
Caa.  442;  1  Am.  Deo.  177;  2  Kent's 


Com.  335;  Coulter's  Case,  5  Co.  30  b; 
Green  v.  Biddle,  8  Wheat.  81;  Hylton 
V.  Brown,  2  Wash.  C.  C.  165;  Jackson  v. 
Loomis,  4  Cow.  168;  15  Am.  Dec.  .347; 
Dowd  V.  Fawcett,  4  Dev.  95;  Bright 
V.  Boyd,  1  Story,  478,  495;  Herring  t». 
Pollard,  4  Humph.  362;  40  Am.  Dec. 
653;  Mathews  v.  Davis,  6  Humph.  324; 
1  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  sec.  388;  2  Story's 
Eq.  Jur.,  sec.  1237;  Blackwell  on  Tax 
Titles,  587. 

'  PuUiam    v.    Jennings,     6    Bush, 
433. 
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Illustrattoxs.  —  A  saw-mill  wag  built  upon  government 
land,  on  the  faith  of  the  rigiit  of  pre-emption  of  the  land  on 
which  it  stood,  but  the  land  was  afterwards  lost  by  laches,  fail- 
ing to  secure  the  title.  Held,  that  the  occupant  had  no  riglit  to 
remove  the  mill:  Trendwny  v.  Sharon,  7  Nev.  37.  Upon  a  con- 
tract with  the  husband,  the  plaintiff  placed  a  gas-manufactur- 
ing machine  in  the  house  of  a  married  woman,  supposing  the 
house  to  belong  to  her.  The  machine  was  a  fixture.  Ildd,  in 
an  action  of  trover  against  the  wife,  that  ^he  plaintiff  could  not 
recover  therefor  from  her:  Morrison  v.  Berry,  42  Mich.  38t);  86 
Am.  Rep.  446.  A  entered  on  the  land  of  B  with  intent  to  hold 
adverse  possession,  and  erected  a  building  to  be  occupied  in 
connection  with  such  adverse  possession.  The  building  was  of 
wood,  resting  on  posts,  and  kept  in  place  by  its  weight  alone. 
B  ejected  A.  Held,  that  the  building  was  a  part  of  the  realty, 
and  the  property  of  B:  Doscher  v.  BldcJciaton,  7  Or.  143.  A  was 
in  possession  of  land  under  a  contract  of  purchase,  having  paid 
in  full  and  made  improvements.  B,  with  full  knowledge  of  A's 
rights,  forcibly  entered,  overcoming  A's  resistance,  and  made 
improvements  which,  without  much  injury  to  the  land,  could 
be  severed  therefrom.  On  a  bill  for  specific  performance  brought 
by  A  against  his  vendor  and  B,  held,  that  equity  would  not  au- 
tliorize  B,  he  being  a  trespasser,  to  remove  his  improvements, 
although  his  conduct  was  based  on  a  belief  that  A's  claim  was 
invalid:  Honzik  v.  Delaglise,  65  Wis.  41)4;  56  Am.  Rep.  634. 

§  2892.  Annexation  as  the  Test.  —  The  annexation  to 
the  freehold  is  the  test  in  some  of  the  decisions,  the  intent 
being  held  to  be  immaterial.'  It  is  well  settled  that  some 
kind  of  actual  annexation  is  necessary  to  constitute  a 
fixture.*  Thus  a  stone  brought  within  a  door-yard,  to  be 
placed  as  a  door-step,  unless  actually  already  so  placed,  is 
not  a  fixture.'     But  though  the  things  are  temporarily 


Bush, 


»  state  V.  Marshall,  4  Mo.  A  pp.  29. 

'  Sliouiiiaker  v.  Simpson,  16  Kan.  43; 
BaMwin  v.  Hreed,  16  Conn.  60;  Capeu 
V.  Peokliam,  35  Conn.  88;  Stockwell  v. 
Caiiiphell,  39  Conn.  362;  12  Am.  Rep. 
39.1;  Teatf  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  611; 
59  Ain.  Dec.  634;  Quimby  v.  Manhattan 
Cliith  Co.,  24  N.  J.  Eq.  260;  Potts  v. 
New  .leraey  Arms  Co.,  17  N.  J.  Eq. 
395;  Laflin  ».  Griffiths,  36  Barb.  68, 
62;  Potter  v.  Cromwell,  40  N.  Y. 
287.  295;  100  Am.  Dec.  485;  Voorhees 
V.  Mctiiunis,  48  N.  Y.  278,  282;  Hoyle 
V.  K.  K.  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  314,  323;  13 


Am.  Rep.  595;  Vanderpool  v.  Van 
Allen,  10  Barb.  157,  162;  Stevens  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  31  Barb.  690;  Bear.lsley  v. 
Ontario  Bank,  31  Barb.  619,  634; 
Noyes  V.  Terry,  1  Lans.  219,  220; 
Tairis  v.  Walker,  1  Bail.  540;  Lothrop 
V.  Blake,  23  N.  H.  46,  66;  Despatch 
Line  of  Packets  v.  Bellamy  etc.  Co., 
12  N.  H.  205,  2.34;  37  Am.  Dee.  203; 
Brown  v.  Lillie,  6  Nev.  244;  Merritt  v. 
Judd,  14  ('al.  59,  64;  Pennybacker  v. 
McDongal,  48  Cal.  160;  Sagar  r.  Eck- 
hert,  3  111.  App.  412. 
•  Woodman  v.  Pease,  17  N.  H.  282. 
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separated  from  the  realty  for  convenience  in  making 
repairs,  or  otherwise,  they  still  reiuaia  a  part  of  the  realty 
notwithstanding  the  severance.* 

§  2893.  Removability  without  Injury  to  Premises  as 
the  Test.  —  It  is  laid  down  in  some  cases  that,  to  remain 
chattels,  the  articles  must  be  capable  of  being  detached 
without  material  injury  to  the  articles  themselves  or  the 
freehold  or  premises.'  Thus  a  steam-engine  which  is 
used  in  a  building  in  process  of  manufacture,  and  which 
cannot  be  removed  therefrom  without  tearing  down  a 
portion  of  the  building  to  afford  it  egress,  is  construc- 
tively annexed  thereto  so  as  to  become  a  fixture,  though 
it  is  not  fastened  in  any  way.'  Bat  personal  property 
affixed  to  the  wall  of  a  building  by  nails  in  such  a  man- 
ner that  it  can  be  removed  without  injury  to  the  prop- 
erty or  the  building  does  not  become  a  fixture.* 

§  2894.  Application  or  Adaptability  to  the  Use  as  the 
Test. — By  many  of  the  decisions  if  the  article  is  con- 
structed or  fitted  with  especial  reference  to  the  realty,  and 
essential  to  its  beneficial  enjoyment  for  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  devoted,  then  the  article  attached  becomes 
realty,*  and  this,  regardless  of  the  intention  of  the  parties." 
In  this  view,  neither  the  intention  of  the  party  who  placed 
the  structure  there,  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  is  placed, 
is  controlling;  but  it  depends  upon  its  object  and  use.  The 
most  important  consideration  is  the  fact  that  the  build- 
ing and   fixture  were  adapted   for  each  other,  and  the 


*  Wadleigh  v.  Janvrin,  41  N.  H. 
503;  77  Am.  Deo.  780;  Williamson  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  311;  Congre- 
gational Soc.  V.  Fleming,  1 1  Iowa,  533; 
79  Am.  Dec.  511. 

=  Tyler  on  Fixtures,  673;  Tifift  v. 
Horton,  53  N.  Y.  377;  13  Am.  Rep. 
537;  Hunt  v.  Mullanphy,  1  Mo.  508; 
14  Am.  Dec.  300;  Stock  well  v.  Marks, 
17  Me.  455;  35  Am.  Dec.  266;  Prov. 
Gas  Co.  V.  Tliurl  ir,  2  R.  I.  15;  55  Am. 
Deo.  621;  Wade  v.  Johnston,  25  Ga, 


311; 
108. 


Amba   r.    Hill,    10   Mo.    App. 


'  Despatch  Line  r.  Mfg.  Co.,  12  N. 
H.  205;  37  Am.  Dec.  203. 

•  Cross  V.  Marston,  17  Vt.  533;  44 
Am.  Dec.  353. 

•  Lipsky  V.  Borgmann,  52  Wis.  256; 
38  Am.  Rep.  735;  Stillmau  v.  Fleniii- 
ken,  58  Iowa,  450;  43  Am.  Rep.  120; 
Farrar  r.  Stackpole,  6  Me.  154;  19 
Am.  Dec.  201. 

•  Lyle  V.  Palmer,  42  Mioh.  314. 
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removal  of  the  fixture  would  render  the  huilding  useless.* 
If  the  article,  whether  fast  or  loose,  be  indispensable  in 
carrying  on  the  specific  business,  it  becomes  a  part  of  the 
realty.^  And  an  article  not  made  expressly  for  use  in  the 
building  in  which  it  is  placed,  but  which  is  capable  of 
beneficial  use  if  removed  or  set  up  in  some  other  build- 
ing, is  personalty  or  realty,  according  to  the  intent  or 
understanding  fairly  deducible  from  the  circumstances.' 
Whatever  is  placed  in  a  building  b}'^  a  mortgagor  to  carry 
out  the  obvious  purpose  for  which  it  was  erected,  or  to 
permanently  increase  its  value  for  occupation,  becomes 
part  of  the  realty,  though  not  so  fastened  that  it  cnnnot  be 
removed  without  serious  injury  either  to  itself  or  to  the 
building.  On  the  other  hand,  articles  which  were  put 
in  merely  as  furniture  are  removable,  though  more  or 
less  substantially  fastened  to  the  building.  So,  too,  ma- 
chines not  essential  to  the  enjoyment  and  use  of  a  build- 
ing occupied  as  a  manufactory,  nor  specially  adapted  to 
be  used  in  it,  are  removable,  though  fastened  to  the 
building,  when  it  is  clear  that  the  purpose  of  fastening 
them  is  to  steady  them  fo.  use,  and  not  to  make  them  a 
permanent  part  of  or  adjunct  to  the  building.*  Machin- 
ery of  any  kind  placed  in  a  shop  or  manufactory,  though 
not  attached,  are  fixtures,  if  they  are  a  necessary  part  of 
the  carrying  on  of  the  business.* 

§  2895.  Intention  as  the  Test.  —  A  large  number  of 
cases  hold  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  be  the  control- 
ling element,  even  where  the  removal  would  injure  the 
premises."     "  Of  all  the  tests,"  says  a  recent  writer,  "  the 

*  Christian  v.  Dupps,  28  Pa.  St.  271; 
Sheltoa  v.  Ficklin,  32  (iratt.  737; 
Harlan  v.  Harlan,  15  Pa.  St.  507;  53 
Am.  Dec.  612;  Voorhis  v.  Freeman,  2 
Watts  &  S.  116;  37  Am.  Dec.  490; 
Pyle  V.  Pennock,  2  Watts  &  S.  390; 
37  Am.  Dec.  517. 

"Taylor  v.  Collins,  51  Wis.  123; 
Mcirison  v.  Berry,  42  Mich.  389;  36 
Am.  Rep.  446;  Kelly  v.  Austin,  46  111. 


'  State  Bank  v.  Kercheval,  65  Mo. 
682;  27  Am.  Rep.  310;  Green  v. 
Phillips,  26  (iratt.  752;  21  Am.  Rep. 
323;  iMcConnell  v.  Blood,  123  Mass. 
47;  25  Am.  Rep.  12. 

'  Morris's  Appeal,  88  Pa.  St.  .368. 

*  Robertson  v.  Corsett,  39  Mich. 
777. 

*  McConnell  v.  Blood,  123  Mass.  47; 
25  Am.  Rep.  12. 


2895 


FIXTURES. 


4716 


clofir  ton  den  oy  of  modern  auUiority  seems  to  give  pre-emi- 
nence to  the  question  of  intention  to  make  the  article  a 
permanent  accession  to  the  freehold,  and  the  others  seem 
to  derive  their  chief  value  as  evidence  of  such  intention."' 
The  question  of  intention  has  been  held  to  govern,  even 
where  there  had  been  no  annexation  at  all.  Thus  where 
a  "draft-tube"  was  ordered  and  furnished  with  the  intent 
that  it  should  be  attached  to  the  realty  with  the  other 
machinery  in  a  mill,  but  was  not  in  fact  so  attached  at 
the  time  of  filing  a  petition  for  a  lien,  in  which  its  value 
was  included,  it  was  held  that  it  should  be  treated  as  a 
fixture  as  between  the  material-man  and  mill-owners,  and 
a  lien  for  its  value  allowed.'  So  where  an  engine  and 
boiler  had  been  bought  by  the  owner  of  a  mill,  and  hauled 
upon  his  grounds  into  the  mill-yard  with  the  bona  fide  in- 
tention of  attaching  them  to  the  mill,  altho  |h  not  yet 
actually  attached  thereto,  and  they  were  necessary  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  were  to  be  used,  they  were  re- 
garded as  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  not  liable  to  the  levy  of 
an  execution  as  personal  property.'  As  to  the  character 
of  evidence  required  to  show  that  the  chattel  shall  retain 
its  character  of  personal  property  after  its  annexation  to 
the  freehold,  the  adjudged  cases  are  at  variance.  In  some 
it  is  held  that  the  execution  and  record  of  a  chattel  mort- 
gage will,  of  itself,  without  any  special  agreement  that  the 
chattel  shall  retain  its  personal  character,  be  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  article  from  attaching  as  a  permanent  fixture.* 
But  presumptively,  a  hotel  attached  to  the  land  is  realty, 
and  as  between  third  persons,  it  is  not  shown  to  be  per- 


156;  92  Am.  Dec.  24.3;  Sword  v.  Low, 
122111.  4S7:  Shoemaker  w.  Simpson,  16 
Kan.  43;  Henkle  v.  Dillon,  15  Or.  610; 
De  Lacyt;.  Tallman,  83  Ala.  155.  See 
Wat^sou  V.  Mtg.  Co.,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  483. 
'  Ewell  on  Fixtures,  22;  Ottumwa 
Woolen  Mill  Co.  v.  Hawley,  44  Iowa, 
57;  24  Am.  Rep.  719;  Foot  v.  Gooche, 
96  N.  C.  205;  00  Am.  Rep.  411;  Funk 
V.   Brigaldi,  4  Daly,  359;  McRae  v. 


Bank,  50  How.  Pr.  51;  Wheeler  v. 
Bedell,  40  Mich.  693;  Jones  ;;.  Ram- 
say, 3  111.  App.  303;  Pope  v.  Shinkle, 
45  N.  J.  L.  39. 

*  Spruhen  v.  Stout,  52  Wis.  517. 

'  Patton  V.  Moore,  16  W.  Va.  428; 
37  Am.  Rep.  789. 

*  Ford  V.  Cobb,  20  N.  Y.  344;  Eaves 
V.  Estes,  10  Kan.  314;  15  Am.  Rep. 
345;  Carpenter  v.  Allen,  Mass.,  1889. 
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sonalty  by  the  fact  that  the  lessee  gave  a  chattel  mortgage 
on  it.'  The  fact  that  a  mill  and  fixtures  are  excepted 
from  the  operation  of  a  mortgage  of  the  land  on  which 
they  stand  does  not  deprive  them  of  their  character  of 
realty.'' 

iLiiUSTUATioNS. — The  defendants  were  a  corporation  and  the 
owners  of  a  flouring-mill.  A  agreed,  for  a  certain  consideration, 
to  repair  the  mill  and  put  in  new  machinery.  The  plaintiffs 
sent  a  machine  to  A,  consigned  to  themselves,  and  in  the  care 
of  another,  to  have  it  tested.  The  machine  was  attached  to  the 
floor  with  screws,  and  to  the  main  shafting  of  the  mill  with  belts 
and  ^  ulleys.  Defendants  had  notice  of  the  ownership,  and  never 
paid  anything  for  the  property.  Plaintiffs  never  sold  or  con- 
tracted to  sell  it  to  any  one,  and  demanded  of  defendants  its 
return,  which  was  refused.  Held,  that,  as  between  the  owner 
and  purchaser,  the  machine  did  not  become  a  fixture:  Walker 
v.  Grand  Rapids  Mill  Co.,  70  Wis.  92. 

§  2896.  Act  of  Wrong-doer  —  Property  of  Third  Per- 
son.—  A  wrong-doer  may  lose  his  property  by  attaching 
it  to  real  estate;  so  may  on  j  not  a  wrong-doer,  by  so  doing, 
or  by  allowing  others  to  do  so.'  But  an  owner  cannot  be 
deprived  of  his  property  by  the  unauthorized  act  of  an- 
other in  so  doing,  when  it  can  be  separated  from  the 
realty  without  great  inconvenience,  and  without  substan- 
tial injury  to  the  latter.*     Where  erections  or  additions 


1  Docking  v.  Frazell,  34  Kan.  29. 
»  Davis  V.  Eaatham,  81  Ky.  116. 

*  Groddard  v.  Bolster,  6  (ireoiil.  427; 
20  Am.  Dec.  320;  Shoemaker  v.  Simp- 
son, 16  Kan.  4.3,  the  court  saying: 
"Even  a  trespasser  may  place  hia  per- 
sonal property  on  the  soil  of  another, 
where  no  connection  exists,  without  it 
becoming  real  estate,  or  without  it  be- 
coming the  property  of  the  owner  of 
the  soil.  While,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  owner  of  the  soil  might  even  steal 
the  personal  property  of  anotiier,  and 
so  incorporate  it  into  his  real  estate 
that  it  would  become  a  part  thereof, 
and  could  never  be  reclaimed  by  the 
owner." 

♦  Cochran  v.  Flint,  57  N.  H.  514; 
Shoemaker  v.  Simpson,  16  Kan.  43, 
the  court  sayiug:  "A  wroug-duer  may 


lose  his  personal  property  by  volun- 
tarily attaching  it  to  the  land  of  an- 
other. A  person  not  a  wrong-doer 
may,  by  his  own  consent,  lose  his  per- 
sonal property  by  attaching  it  or 
allowing  it  to  be  attached,  to  the  land 
of  another.  A  person  may  even  lose 
his  personal  property  by  wholly  aban- 
doning it  to  any  person  who  may  pick 
it  up,  although  it  may  never  be  at- 
tached to  any  person's  real  estate. 
And  an  innocent  person  may  some- 
times, against  his  consent,  lose  his 
personal  property  by  its  being  incor- 
porated into  the  real  estate  of  some 
other  person,  so  that  it  cannot  be  sepa- 
rated without  great  inconvenience  and 
loss.  But  we  do  not  think  that  any 
innocent  person  can  be  deprived  of 
the  title   to   his    peraoual  property, 


2897 


FIXTURES. 


4718 


are  made  with  the  materials  of  a  third  person,  so  long  as 
the  identity  of  the  original  materials  can  be  proved  the 
right  of  the  original  owner  in  the  property  is  preserved, 
and  is  not  gained  by  another  by  accession.  The  owner 
may  pursue  his  property  wherever  he  can  trace  it.  But 
when  tlie  property  has  lost  its  identity,  it  ceases  to  have 
a  legal  existence  as  a  chattel,  and  may  not  be  retaken.* 
Where  a  bar  or  pole  was  tortiously  taken  and  used  in 
making  a  staging  to  shingle  a  barn,  being  simply  secured 
in  its  place  by  a  nail,  it  was  held  that  it  was  not  lost  to 
the  owner,  who  might  recapture  it  without  notice  to  the 
taker,  doing  no  more  damage  to  the  staging  than  was 
necessary  to  repossess  it.' 

§  2897.    Contract  or  Consent  of  Owner    of   Land. — 

The  parties,  by  their  agreement,  may  give  to  buildings  on 
the  land  the  character  of  personalty  or  of  realty,  if  the 
rights  of  third  persons  are  not  affected.'  The  owner  of 
the  land  may  by  agreement  reimpress  the  character  of 
personalty  on  chattels  which  have  become  fixtures  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinary  rules  of  law,  if  they  have  not  become 
so  incorporated  into  the  realty  as  to  lose  their  identity, 
and  the  reconversion  does  not  prejudice  the  right  of  cred- 
itors or  third  persons.*  In  some  states  such  an  agreement 
is  equally  effecti-ve  against  prior  mortgagees,  and  against 
subsequent  purchasers  or  encumbrancers  having  notice 


against  his  consent,  by  having  it  at- 
tached without  his  consent  to  che  real 
estate  of  another  by  a  third  person, 
where  such  personal  property  can  be 
removed  without  any  great  inconve- 
nience, and  without  my  substantial 
injury  to  the  real  estate. 

'  Cross  V.  Marston,  17  Vt.  533;  44 
Am.  Dec.  353;  White  v.  Twitchell,  25 
Vt.  620;  CO  Am.  Dec.  294.  See  ante, 
Title  Personal  Property  —  Accession. 

a  Wiiite  V.  Twitchell,  25  Vt.  620;  60 
Am.  Dec.  294. 

»  Myrick  v.  Biel,  3  Dak.  284; 
Priestley  v.  Johnson,  67  Mo.  632; 
Higgius  V.  Kiddell,  12  Wis.  587;  Rus- 


sell V.  Richards,  10  Me.  429;  25  Am. 
Dec.  254;  Dame  v.  Dame,  38  N.  H. 
429;  75  Am.  Dec.  195;  Southard  v. 
Uill,  44  Me.  92;  69  Am.  Dec.  85.  And 
the  agreement  may  be  enforced,  not- 
withstanding a  change  of  ownership 
in  the  chattels  and  freehold:  Sullivan 
V.  Jones,  14  8.  C.  362.  The  owner  of 
the  freehold  may  agree  that  a  fixture 
shall  be  severed  from  the  freehold  and 
belong  to  another;  and  after  such  agree- 
ment the  fixture  is  deemed  personal 
property:  Foster  v.  Mabe,  4  Ala.  402; 
37  Am.  Dec.  749. 

♦  Tyson  v.  Post,  108  N.  Y.  217;  2 
Am.  St.  Rep.  409. 
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thereof.'  If,  by  agreement  with  the  owner  of  the  realty, 
it  is  to  remain  the  property  of  the  i»arty  putting  it  there, 
it  will  continue  to  be  personalty.*  And  such  a  i  agreement, 
being  one  relating  to  personal  property,  is  gcod  by  parol.' 
It  need  not  be  express;  it  may  be  implied  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  from  the  relations  of  the  parties, 
or  from  usage  and  custom.*  An  agreement  for  the  right 
of  removal,  or  that  the  article  annexed  shall  remain  as 
the  personal  property  of  the  party  annexing  it  to  the  land 
of  another,  may  be  implied  from  the  fact  that  it  was  an- 
nexed with  a  previous  consent  or  license  of  the  owner  of 
the  land,  when  a  different  intention  of  the  parties  is  not 
indicated  by  express  agreement,  the  interest  of  the  party 
making  the  erection,  or  his  relation  to  the  title  of  the 
land.*  It  may  also  be  shown  by  inference  from  the  sub- 
sequent recognition  by  the  owner  of  the  land  of  rights 
which  can  result  only  from  its  existence,  as  by  recognizing 
and  treating  the  property  as  the  personal  property  of  the 
one  who  placed  it  upon  the  land.*  Where  a  crop  has  been 
sown  upon  the  land  of  another  under  a  parol  license  and 
agreement  that  it  should  belong  to  him  who  sowed  it,  and 
he  is  afterwards  expelled  from  the  land,  and  the  crop  har- 
vested by  the  owner  of  the  land,  he  may  maintain  an 
action  therefor.^  The  owner  of  machinery  or  other  things 
in  the  nature  of  fixtures  which    may  be  easily  severed 


217;  2 


'  Campbell  v.  Roddy,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 
244;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  889. 

»  Matsoii  V.  Calhoun,  44  Mo.  368; 
Walton  t).  Wray,  54  Iowa,  531;  How- 
ard V.  Fessenden,  14  Allen,  124; 
First  Parish  of  Sudbury  v.  Jones,  8 
Cush.  184;  Curtis  v.  Riddle,  7  Allen, 
1S7;  Doty  v.  Gorham,  5  Pick.  487;  16 
Am.  Dec.  417;  Wells  v.  Banister,  4 
Mass.  514;  Taft ».  Stetson,  117  Mass. 
471;  Hartwellw.  Kelly,  117  Mass.  257; 
Feimster  v.  Johnson,  64  N.  C.  239; 
Aldrich  v.  Parsons,  6  N.  H.  555;  Har- 
ris V.  Gillingham,  6  N.  H.  9;  23  Am. 
Dec.  701;  Coleman  v.  Lewis,  27  Pa. 
St.  291;  Hunt  v.  Bay  State  Iron  Co., 
99  Mass.  279;  Smith  v.  Benson,  1  Hill, 
170;  Godard  v.  Gould,  14  Biurb.  662; 


Bartholomew  v.  Hamilton,  105  Mass. 
2.39;  Myrick  v.  Bill,  3  Dak.  284; 
Curtias  c.  Hoyt,  19  Conn.  154;  48  Am. 
Dec.  149. 

*  Curtis  r.  Riddle,  7  Allen,  185. 

*  First  Parish  v.  Jones,  8  Cush.  184; 
Howard  v.  Fessenden,  14  Allen,  128. 

»  Hinckley  v.  Baxter,  13  Allen,  139; 
Howard  v.  Fessenden,  14  Allen,  124; 
Doty  D.  Gorham,  5  Pick.  487;  16  Am. 
Dec.  417;  Weathersby  v.  Sleeper,  42 
Miss.  7;!2;  Northern  Central  R.  R, 
Co.  V.  Canton  Co.,  30  Md.  347. 

«  Morris  v.  French,  106  Mass.  326; 
Howard  v.  Fessenden,  14  Allen,  129; 
Shell  V.  Hay  ward,  16  Pa.  St.  523. 

'  Harris  r.  Fink,  49  N.  Y.  24;  10 
Am.  Rep.  315. 
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from  the  realty  may  treat  them  as  chattels,  and,  by  the 
execution  of  a  chattel  mort^^age  on  them,  estop  himself 
from  asserting,  as  against  the  mortgagee,  that  they  are 
part  of  tiie  real  estate;  and  the  mortgagee  may  put  the 
mortgage  in  evidence  to  show  his  right  to  the  possession 
of  the  articles  mortgaged,  without  thereby  putting  in  is- 
sue the  title  to  real  property.' 

Where  a  lessee,  by  the  terms  of  the  lease,  is  to  be  deemed 
the  owner  of  the  buildings  erected  by  himself  on  the 
leased  premises,  he  may  sell  or  remove  said  buildings 
from  the  leased  premises  during  the  continuance  of  the 
lease;  and  a  provision  in  the  lease  that  the  lessee  nuiy 
remove  said  buildings  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease  does 
does  not  prevent  him  from  removing  them  during  the 
continuance  thereof.'  Gas-pipes  belonging  to  a  gas  com- 
pany, laid  in  the  streets  of  a  city  by  permission  of  tlie 
corporate  authorities,  do  not  become  the  property  of  the 
city  as  a  part  of  the  realty,  but  remain  the  personal  prop- 
erty of  the  company.*  An  elevator  built  on  land  owned 
by  a  railroad  company,  under  a  license  allowing  the  owner 
to  operate  it  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  himself  and  the 
company,  and  with  a  right  to  remove  it,  though  the  re- 
moval might  injure  the  structure,  is  personal  property, 
and  a  mortgage  thereon  a  chattel  mortgage.*  Where  an- 
nexations are  made  by  a  partnership  to  land  belonging 
to  one  of  the  partners,  with  an  understanding  that  the 
chattel  annexed  might  be  removed  by  the  owners  when 
deemed  proper,  the  interest  of  the  individual  partner,  to 
whose  land  the  chattel  is  annexed,  in  such  chattel,  is  per- 
sonalty, and  not  realty.*  In  some  cases  it  is  held  that 
whether  an  agreement  shall  preserve  the  character  of 
personalty  in  things  so  affixed  to  the  freehold,  as  that  but 

'  Corcoran  v.  Webster,  50  Wia.  125.  ♦  Deerh.g  v.   Ladcl,  22    Fen.    Rep. 

'  Alexander  v.  Touhy,  13  Kan.  04.  57o. 

'  Memphis  Craa  Light  Co.  v.  State,  ^  McDavid  v.  Wood,    5   Heisk.    95; 

6Cold.  310;  98  Am.  Dec.  452.    Contra,  Saunders  v.    Stallings,    8   Heisk.    15"); 

Providence  Gas  Co.  v.  Thurber,  2  R.  I.  Trappes  v.   Harter,  3  Tyrw.  603;   Ex 

15;  55  Am.  Dec.  621.  parte  Lloyd,  3  Doac.  &  Chit.  765. 
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for  sucli  a, 2;  room  on  t  thoy  would  hecomo  part  of  the  realty, 
depends  \\\u)\\  their  essential  character,  and  the  mode  in 
which  thoy  are  annexed,  e.  g.,  whether  thoy  can  he  re- 
moved without  serious  damage  to  the  freehold,  or  sub- 
stantially destroying  their  own  qualities  and  value.'  In 
Connecticut  a  distinction  is  made  between  buildings  and 
other  annexations  upon  the  soil  of  another,  the  rule  being 
"that  a  fixed  and  permanent  building  erected  upon  an- 
other's land,  even  by  his  license,  became  his  property;  but 
if  in  its  nature  and  structure  it  was  capable  of  being  re- 
moved, and  a  removal  was  contemplated  by  the  parties,  it 
was  personal  estate  in  the  builder;  and  whore  the  license 
was  improperly  revoked,  resort  must  be  had  to  a  court  of 
chancery."-  The  consent,  express  or  implied,  must  have 
been  in  effect  prior  to  the  annexation;  and  (certainly 
when  the  thing  was  annexed  by  a  stranger)  without  a  pre- 
vious consent  or  license  it  cannot  afterwards  become  per- 
sonal property  by  the  owner's  mere  oral  assent.' 

A  person  under  a  legal  disability  to  contract,  as  an 
infant  or  a  married  woman,  cannot  give  a  legal  consent 
to  the  erection  of  a  structure  upon  their  land,  and  hence 


tisk.  95; 

l)isk.  ti"); 

)3;  Ex 
1^0. 


'  Fontman  v.  Goepper,  14  Ohio  St. 
558,  5G4;  Ford  v.  VM>,  20  N.  Y.  344; 
Sheliloii  V.  E.lwar.ls,  35  N.  Y.  283; 
Voorhees  v.  McCrinnis,  48  N.  Y.  278; 
Eaves  v.  Estis,  10  Kan.  314;  15  Am. 
Kup.  345;  Tifft  v.  Horton,  53  N.  Y.  377; 
13  Am.  Rup.  537.  Regarding  this 
distinction,  5lr.  Ewell,  in  his  work  on 
fixtures,  says:  "Where  the  rights  of 
tliird  parties  intervene,  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  such  a  limitation  will 
be  very  readily  conceded;  but,  as  be- 
tween the  immediate  parties  to  the 
agreement,  the  limitation  seems,  to 
say  the  least,  sufficiently  strict;  and 
where,  as  in  the  case  of  a  house,  the 
materials  might  be  of  value  after 
severance,  no  more  reason  is  perceived 
why  such  an  agreement  should  not  be 
effectual  as  between  the  parties  than 
in  the  case  of  a  fixture  that  might  be 
removed  uninjured." 

''  Benedict  v.  Benedict,  5  Day,  464; 

296 


Prince  v.  Case,  10  Conn.  375;  Baldwin 
V.  Breed,  16  Conn.  (50. 

*  (iibbsn  Estey,  15  Oray,  587;  Burk 
V.  Hollis,  98  M;iss.  5.");  Madigan  v.  Mc- 
Carthy, 108  Mass.  370;  11  Am.  Rep. 
371;  Ex  parte  Aniea,  1  Low.  507; 
tlie  court  saying:  "It  is  argued  on  be- 
half of  the  assignees  that  a  contract 
to  treat  fixtures  as  cliattels,  whether 
it  be  express  or  implied,  must  be 
made  before  they  are  actually  affixed 
to  the  realty;  and  for  this  some  re- 
marks of  Dewey,  J.,  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court  in  Gilibs  v.  Esty, 
15  Gray,  587,  are  quoted.  But  those 
remarks  appear  to  be  intended  only 
for  parol  agreements  concerning  build- 
ings and  fixtures  annexed  l)y  a  stranger, 
and  to  mean  that  such  parol  agree- 
ment or  license  cannot  change  real 
into  personal  estate  after  its  character 
has  been  once  estaliiished."  But  see 
Fuller  V.  Tabor,  39  Me.  519;  Hinea  v. 
Ament,  43  Mo.  298. 
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their  ngrocmont  is  no  protection.'  But  altlioiigli  tho  wife, 
by  reason  of  her  disahilities  arjj^in^  from  the  niarriaj^e,  is 
not  eoinpotent  to  restrict  or  enlarge  tho  husbnnd's  rights 
over  her  property,  or  to  contract  with  him  in  reference  to  it, 
an«l  cannot  therefore  consent  to  his  erecting  buildings,  or 
making  improvements  upon  her  property,  yet  as  he  is  in 
his  own  right  a  tenant  by  marital  right  of  her  lands  dur- 
ing their  joint  lives,  he  \a  regarded  as  making  improve- 
ments as  a  tenant  for  life  in  his  own  right,  irrespective  of 
any  contract  with  his  wife;'  and  therefore,  where  the 
annexation  comes  within  the  rule  as  to  trade  fixturf^s,  ex- 
isting between  the  representatives  of  the  tenant  for  life 
and  the  remainderman,  it  may  be  removed  by  his  per- 
sonal representatives.'  The  right  to  remove  fixtures  can- 
not be  inferred  from  permission  given  to  tho  tenant  to 
make  improvements.* 

Illustrations. —  A  purchaser  in  possession  of  land  under  an 
oral  contract  of  sale  built  a  frame  house  thereon.  The  vendor 
afterwards  repudiated  the  contract  and  took  possession  of  the 
house.  Hrhl,  that  the  purchaser  could  maintain  replevin  for 
it:  Wafers  v.  lieuher,  16  Neb.  09;  49  Am.  Rep.  710.  A  placed 
\i\ion  the  land  of  B  a  steam-engine  and  boiler  set  in  brick  laid 
with  mortar,  under  an  agreement  by  which  they  were  to  con- 
tinue to  belong  to  A,  with  the  rigiit  of  removal  whenever  he  saw 
fit.  B  afterwards  mortgaged  the  land  to  A,  who  subsequently 
took  possession  for  breach  of  condition,  and  afterwards  removed 
and  sold  the  engine  and  boiler.  On  a  bill  to  redeem  from  the 
mortgage,  held,  that  the  engine  and  boiler  were  the  personal 
property  of  A,  and  did  not  pass  by  and  were  not  included  in 
the  mortgage,  and  that  A  was  not  accountable  to  B  for  their 
value:  2\iJ't  v.  Stetson,  117  Mass.  471.  A  town-house  was 
erected  on  the  land  of  the  town,  under  a  contract  with  the 
builder  that  the  town  should  occupy  a  part  of  it  at  a  specified 
rent,  and  should  have  a  right  to  purchase  it  at  an  appraised 
value.  Held,  that  the  house  was  the  personal  property  of  the 
builder,  and  subject  to  attachment  for  his  debts:  Ashmun  v.  Wil- 

•  Washburn  v.  Sproat,  16  Mass.  449;    re  Hinds,  5  Whart.  138;  34  Am.  Dec. 
Howard  v.  Fessenden.  14  Allen,  1'28;    542. 

Miirahle  v.  Jordan,  5  Humph.  417;  42  *  In  re  Hinds,  5  Whart.  138;  34  Am. 

Am.  Dec.  441;    Copley  v.   O'Neil,   1  Dec.  542. 

Lans.  214.  *  Stockwell  v.  Marks,  17  Me.  455; 

*  Doak  v.  Wiswell,  38  Me.  569;  In  35  Am.  Deo.  266. 
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Jinmif.  8  Pirk.  402.  Tho  owner  of  nn  olovntor  purclinfed  from 
the  |)lniiitill'  i\\\  t'lij^iiio  jiinl  boiler  to  plftco  therein,  niul  to  secure 
a  part  of  the  purehase-nioney  gave  his  proinisHory  note,  secured 
by  chattel  mortgage  upon  the  property,  wherein  it  was  stipu- 
hited  that  the  engine  aiul  boiler  shouhl  be  and  remain  personal 
]>roperty  until  tho  note  was  paid.  They  were  placed  upon  a 
foundation  outside  of  the  elevator,  and  a  house  built  over  them. 
llvh'  that  tho  engine  and  boih-'r  continued  personal  proptMty 
until  the  note  was  paid,  as  against  a  prior  mortgagee  of  the 
realty:  Tiffi  v.  HorUm,h'i  N.  Y.  377;  18  Am.  Rep.  5,87.  Plain- 
tiffs  l)uilt  a  steam-engine  for  a  mill,  and  before  it  left  their  sliop 
took  a  chattel  mortgage  upon  it,  with  a  Ktij)ulation  that  they 
might  take  possession  of  and  remove  it,  wliether  attached  to 
realty,  or  otherwise.  The  engine  was  set  up  in  the  mill,  \v''''eh 
liadbeen  previously  mortgaged, and  which  was  subsecpumtlvh  Id 
to  defendant  on  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage.  }[eUl,  that  the  en- 
gine continued  personal  property,  and  that  plaintiffs  were  ftditled 
to  it:  Eavea  v.  AVffl,  10  Kan.  314;  15  Am.  Rep.  345.  L.  was 
in  possession  of  land  under  a  contract  to  purchase  fiom  defend- 
ant, the  contract  ^oi.  *  idingthat  if  L.  failed  to  i)erform  its  term  , 
then  all  tools  and  machinery  put  upon  the  land  by  L.  should  l)e 
the  properly  of  the  defendant.  The  plaintiff  leased  an  engine 
and  boiler  to  L.,  with  the  privilege  of  purchase.  The  plaintiff 
knew  that  the  chattels  were  to  be  aflixed  to  the  land,  but  did 
not  know  the  terms  of  the  contract.  L.  afli.xed  the  chattels  to 
the  realty  so  that  they  could  not  be  removed  without  destroying 
the  masonry  and  wall  to  which  the  chattels  were  aflixed.  L. 
failed  to  complete  his  purchase  of  the  land,  and  forfeited  the 
lease  of  the  chattels.  Held,  as  against  the  defendant,  that  the 
chattels  remained  the  personal  property  of  the  plaintiff:  Hendy 
V.  JHnkerhoff,  57  Cal.  3;  40  Am.  Rep.  107.  H.  contracted  with 
S.  to  put  boilers  in  his  mill  in  place  of  worn-out,  old  ones,  to  be 
paid  four  dollars  per  month  for  their  use,  and  to  have  the  right 
to  remove  them  whenever  he  pleased,  and  they  could  be  re- 
moved without  other  injury  than  taking  down  the  boiler-wall, 
built  of  brick,  and  standing  under  a  shed  outside  the  mill. 
Held,  not  fixtures:  Hill  v.  Sewnld,  53  Pa.  St.  271;  91  Am.  Dec. 
209.  A  grain-elevator  was  built  upon  the  right  of  way  of  a 
railroad,  under  a  license  given  by  the  conipany  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  was  not  to  be  a  permanent  structure,  and 
which  was  operated  by  shafting  from  a  steam-mill.  Held,  that 
it  was  personal  property:  Walton  v.  Wray,  54  Iowa,  531.  A 
owned  a  frame  building  sixteen  by  twenty  feet,  and  one  story 
high,  used  for  county  offices.  A  moved  this  building  to  the 
new  county  seat,  upon  B's  land,  upon  an  understanding  that  13 
should  obtain  a  patent  for  the  land,  and  should  convey  it  to 
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the  county,  the  building  to  become  also  the  property  of  the 
county.  B  obtained  his  patent,  but  refused  to  convey  tlie  land. 
Held,  that  the  building  remained  personalty,  and  could  be  re- 
moved: Rush  County  CovwiWs  v.  Shihhs,  25'  Kan  322.  A  ten- 
ant at  will  removed  a  substantially  constructea  house  from 
another  place  onto  the  land  of  which  he  was  tenant,  put  it  upon 
a  stone  foundation,  with  a  cellar  under  it,  without  the  land- 
owner's consent,  or  any  contract  that  the  tenant  should  hold  it 
as  personal  property.  Held,  thut  it  could  not  become  a  chattel 
by  the  mere  assent  of  the  land-owner,  without  an  actual  sever- 
ance from  the  land:  Madigan  v.  McCarthy,  108  Mass.  376;  11 
Am.  Rep.  371. 

§  2898.  Heir  and  Executor.  —  The  right  to  retain 
property  as  annexed  to  the  soil  is  strongly  construed  in 
favor  of  the  heir  of  the  party  making  the  annexation,  as 
against  the  executor.^ 


§  2899.  Landlord  and  Tenant.  —  As  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  the  right  to  remove  fixtures  is  liberally  con- 
strued in  favor  of  the  tenant.''  Whatever  a  tenant  affixes 
to  leased  premises  may,  as  a  general  rule,  be  removed  by 
him  during  the  term,  provided  the  removal  may  be  made 
without  material  injury  to  the  freehold.^  A  tenant  may, 
in  general,  remove  articles  erected  for  ornament  or  do- 
mestic use,  where  the  removal  will  not  cause  injury  to  the 
freehold.^  Thus  a  tenant  has  been  permitted  to  remove 
coal-bins,  stairways  and  banisteis,  closets  and  shelves.®  A 
tenant  may  remove  a  cider  mill  and  press  which  he  has 


'  Fisher  v.  Dixon,  12  Clark  ft  F. 
312;  Buckley  v.  Buckley,  11  Barb. 
43. 

»  Elwes  V.  Maw,  3  East,  38;  Foley 
V.  Addenbrooke,  13  Mees.  &  VV.  197; 
Gaffield  V.  Hapgood,  J  7  Pick.  192;  28 
Am.  Dec.  290,  Dubois  v.  Kelly,  10 
Barb.  491);  Torroy  v.  Burnett,  38  N.  J. 
L.  457;  20  Am.  Rep.  421;  Stokoe  v. 
Upton,  40  Mich.  581;  29  Am.  Rep. 
560;  Van  Ness  w.  Pacard,  2  Pet.  137; 
Oves  V.  Oglesby,  7  Watts,  106;  Forbes 
V.  Shattuck,  22  Barb.  558;  Burnside  v. 
Marcus,  17  U.  C.  0.  P.  430;  O'DooneU 


r.  Hitchcock,  118  Mass.  401;  Seeger  v. 
Pettit,  77  Pa.  St.  437;  18  Am.  Rep. 
452;  Pennybecker  v.  McDougal,  48 
Cal.  160. 

^  See  cases  wpra. 

*  Seeger  v.  Pettit,  77  Pa  St.  437;  18 
Am.  Rep.  452;  Birch  v.  Dawson,  2  Ad. 
&  £.  37;  Coombs  v.  Jordan,  3  Bland, 
284;  22  Am.  Dec.  2.36;  Gaffield  v.  Hap- 
good,  17  Pick.  192;  28  Am.  Dec.  290; 
Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64  Am. 
Dec.  64. 

<^  Seeger  v.  Pettit,  77  Pa.  St  437;  18 
Am.  Rep.  452. 
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erected  to  make  eider  on  his  farm/  or  a  fire-frame  fixed 
in  a  fireplace  with  bricks  on  the  sides.^ 

A  tenant  is  allowed  generally  to  remove  fixtures  erected 
by  him  for  the  purposes  of  trade;^  as  a  building  erected 
for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  business/  or  a  steam  saw- mill, 
erected  on  land  for  the  purposes  of  manufacturing;^  or  a 
frame-work  counting-room,  fastened  by  a  tenant  on  three 
sides  to  the  floor  with  nails,  and  on  a  fourth  with  cleats 
nailed  into  the  joitits  of  a  brick  wall;"  or  a  ball-room, 
erected  by  the  lessee  of  an  inn,  resting  upon  stone  posts 
slightly  imbedded  in  the  soil,  and  removable  without 
injury  to  the  inheritance;'  or  a  brick  chimney  which  was 
sunk  three  feet  into  the  ground  for  a  foundation,  and 
pierced  the  roof,  and  could  not  be  removed  without  being 
taken  down  together  with  machinery,  which  were  erected 
and  put  into  the  building  by  the  tenant  for  the  purpose 
of  trade;^  or  an  iron  boiler  placed  in  a  building  by  a 
tenant  at  will,  upon  a  foundation  of  brick-work  and 
cement,  the  edges  of  the  brick-work  being  cemented  be- 
fore the  boiler  was  placed  thereon  to  keep  it  in  place,  and 
an  iron  tank  similarly  placed;"  or  a  pump  placed  in  a 
well;*^  or  a  water-tank  and  sinks  fastened  to  a  building  by 
nails  or  fitted  to  the  floor  by  cutting  away  flooring;''  or 
gas  and  water  pipes  extending  through  a  building,  and 


'  Holme8  V.  Tremper,  20  Johns.  29; 
11  Am.  Dec.  239. 

•^  GuitieUl  V.  Hapgood,  17  Pick.  192; 
28  Am.  Dec.  290. 

»Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  Dec.  64;  Coombs  v.  Jordan,  3 
Bland,  284;  22  Am.  Dec.  236;  Oves  v. 
Oglesby,  7  Watts,  106;  Perkins  v. 
Swank,  43  Miss.  349;  Ford  v.  Cobb, 
20  N.  Y.  344;  Van  Ness  v.  Pacard, 
2  Pet.  137;  Holbrook  v.  Chamberlin, 
116  Mass.  155;  17  Am.  Rep.  146; 
Torrey  v.  Burnett,  38  N.  J.  L.  457;  20 
Am.  iiep.  421;  Watriss  v.  First  Nat. 
Bank,  124  M.-ss.  571;  26  Am.  Rep, 
694;  Turner  v.  Conover,  L.  R.  5  Q.  B. 
306;  Hellawell  v.  E  i.stwood,  6  Ex.  295; 
lu  re  Uinda,  5  Wiiart.  138;  34  Am. 


Dec.  542;  Beers  v.  St.  John,  16  Conn. 
322;  Cram  v.  Brigham,  11  N.  J.  Eq. 
29;  Raymond  v.  Wliite,  7  Cow.  36'.t; 
Lemar  v.  Miles,  4  Watts,  3.'iO;  TiiDiiuis 
V.  Crout,  5  Bush,  37;  Weathersby  v. 
Sleeper,  42  Miss.  732. 

*  Kiohtmyer  v.  Morss,  4  Abb.  App. 
55.  But  see  v.  Deane  v.  HutcUinsou, 
40  N.  J.  E(£.  83. 

*  Saunders  v.  Stallings,  5  Heisk.  65; 
McDavid  V.  Wood,  5  Heisk.  9"). 

6  Brown  v.  Wallis,  115  Mass.  156. 
'  Ombony  v.  Jones,  19  N.  Y.  234. 
«  Moore  v.  Wood,  12  Abl).  Pr.  39.3. 

*  Cooper  V  Johnson,  143  Mass.  108. 
»  MeCrackeu  v.  Hall,  7  Ind.  30. 

"  Wall  V.  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  Dec.  65. 
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passing  through  holes  in  floors,  ceilings,  and  partitions 
cut  for  the  purpose,  and  kept  in  place  by  hooks  and  metal 
bands;*  or  counter-shafting,  pulleys,  hangers,  and  belts 
fastened  to  the  building  with  bolts,  also  a  portable  boiler 
and  steam-pipes  supported  by  hooks  screwed  to  the  build- 
ing;^ or  shelving-cases  and  drawers  in  a  store;'*  or  a 
bowling-alley  ways  and  racks,  attached  by  a  tenant  to  a 
building;'*  or  a  glass-case,  a  stand  of  drawers,  and  a  large 
mirror,  bougiit  by  the  tenant  of  a  restaurant  to  use  in 
his  businefs,  and  screwed  or  nailed  to  the  ceiling;"  or 
engines  and  boilers  erected  by  the  tenant  on  brick  foun- 
dations, bolted  to  the  ground  and  walled  in,  and  cheap 
dwellings,  erected  for  miners,  on  posts  or  dry  stone 
walls,  intended  as  merely  accessory  to  the  mining  oper- 
ations,  and  capable  of  removal  without  material  disturb- 
ance of  the  land;*  or  a  steam-engine,  machinery,  and 
fixtures  attached  to  the  soil,  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting 
coal  from  mines  situated  thereon,  including  all  boxes  and 
other  necessary  api)liances  connected  therewith;'  or  a  hy- 
draulic press  let  into  the  ground,  and  walled  up  with  solid 
masonry,  and  wooden  parts  of  it  nailed  to  the  building, 
necessary  to  the  business  for  which  the  tenant  occupies 
the  building.* 

In  the  Unitdd  States,  erections  for  agricultural  pur- 
poseo  put  upon  the  land  by  a  tenant  receive  the  same 
protection  in  favor  of  the  tenant  that  was  extended  by  the 
'"common  law  of  England  to  fixtures  made  for  the  pur- 
poses of  trade.* 

But  while  the  tenant  may  remove  domestic  or  trade 
fixtures  prior  to  or  at  the  end  of  his  term,  he  cannot 


»  Wall  v._  Hinds,  4  Gray,  256;  64 
Am.  ])tic.  65. 

'^  Holhrook  V.  Chauiberlin,  116  Mass. 
15.");  17  Am.  Rep.  146. 

*  Stdut  V.  Stoppel,  30  Minn.  56; 
Kiml)iill  r.  Grand  Lodge,  131  Mass.  59. 

*  Hanrahaa  v.  O'Kuilly,  102  Mass. 
201. 


*  Guthrie  v.  Jones,  108  Mass.  191. 

"  Conrad  r.  Saginiiw  Mining  L\,.,  54 
Midi.  249;  52  Am.  Rep.  SI 7. 

•  Dobachuetz    v.    Holliday,    82   111. 
371. 

•^  Finney  v.  VVatkins,  13  Mo.  291. 
»  liarkness  v.  8ears,  26  Ala.  493;  62 
Am.  Dec.  743. 
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subsequently  exercise  the  right.*  This  rule  always  applies 
where  the  term  is  of  a  certain  duration,  as  under  a  lease 
for  a  term  of  years  which  contains  no  special  provisions 
in  regard  to  fixtures.  But  where  the  term  is  uncertain, 
or  depends  upon  a  contingency,  as  where  a  party  is  in  as 
tenant  for  life  or  at  will,  fixtures  may  be  removed  within 
a  reasonable  time  after  the  tenancy  is  determined.'' 
Where  a  lease  was  given  by  an  agent  without  authority, 
during  the  absence  of  the  owner,  and  was  terminated  by 
the  owner  on  his  return  from  abroad,  it  was  held  that  the 
lessees  became  tenants  at  sufferance,  and  could  remove 
their  fixtures  within  a  reasonable  time  after  such  termi- 
nation."'  And  it  seems  that  even,  after  the  lease  has  come 
to  an  end,  if  the  tenant  still  remains  in  possession,  he 
may  remove  the  fixtures.*  A  tenant  who  remains  in 
possession  after  the  expiration  of  his  term,  but  under  a 
new  lease,  containing  no  provision  for  the  removal  of 
fixtures,  is  treated  as  having  abandoned  the  right  of  re- 
moval.* But  the  tenant's  right  may  be  extended  by 
agreement.  Thus  where  a  landlord  agreed  to  soil  a  trade 
fixture  for  the  benefit  of  the  tenant,  but  failed  to  do  so,  it 


'  Darrah  v.  Baird,  101  Pa.  St.  205; 
Dostat  V.  McCaikloii,  35  Iowa,  318; 
Beers  v.  St.  Jolin,  16  Conn.  3'2'J; 
Youngblood  v.  Harris,  68  Ga.  630; 
Poole's  Case,  1  Salk.  368;  Gaffield  j'. 
Hapgond,  17  Pick.  19-2;  28  Am.  Dec. 
290;  VViiislow  i\  Merchants'  I  us.  ('o., 
4  Met.  306,  311;  38  Am.  Dec.  368; 
Shepard  v.  Spaulding,  4  Met.  416; 
Bliss  V.  Whitney,  9  Allen,  114,  115; 
85  Am.  Dec.  745;  Talbot  v.  Whipple, 
14  Allen,  177;  Lyde  v.  Russell,  i  Barn. 
&  Adol.  394;  Miushallf.  Lloy(l,2Mees. 
&  W.  450;  Josslyu  v.  MoCabe,  46  Wis. 
591;  Beckwith  v.  Boyce,  9  Mo.  560; 
Overton  v.  Williston,  31  Pa.  St.  155; 
Reynolds  v.  Slmler,  5  Cow.  323;  Mc- 
Crackcn  v.  Hall,  7  Ind.  30;  Stockweil 
V.  Marks,  17  Me.  455;  35  Am.  Dec. 
266;  Dingley  v.  Butfiini,  57  Me.  381; 
Carlin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478;  6  Am. 
St.   Rep.  467. 

»  Ellis  V.  Page,  1  Pick.  4.3,  49;  Doty 
V.  Gorham,  5  Piok.  487,  490;  16  Am. 


Dec.  417;  Martin  v.  Roe,  7  El.  &  B. 
237;  Watriss  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  124 
Mass.  571;  26  Am.  Rep.  696.  Six 
weeks  after  the  expiratitm  of  a  lease  ia 
an  unreasonable  time  for  a  tenant  to 
wait  before  beginning  to  remove  a 
honse  built  by  him  upon  the  leased 
laud:  Burk  v.  HoUis,  98  Mass.  55. 
So  is  five  months:  Smith  v.  Park,  31 
Minn.  70. 

^  Autoui  V.  Belknap,  102  Mass. 
19.3. 

*  Penton  v.  Ro1)art,  2  East,  88;  Wat- 
riss V.  First  Nat.  Bank,  124  Ms^jS. 
571;  26  Am.  Rep.  694:  Mackintosh  v. 
Trotter,  3  Mees.  &  W.  184;  Weetoa 
V.  Woodcock.  7  Mees.  &  W.  14. 

*  Heddericii  v.  Smith,  103  ind.  203; 
53  Am.  Rep.  509;  Loughran  v.  Ross, 
45  N.  Y.  792;  6  Am.  Rup.  173;  Marks 
V.  Ryan,  63  Cal.  107;  Mcdvor  v.  E.sta- 
brook,  1.34  Mass.  5r)0;  Watriss  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank,  124  Mass.  571;  26  Am. 
Rep.  696. 
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was  held  that  the  tenant  had  a  reasonable  time  to  remove 
such  fixture,  although  his  term  was  ended  and  possession 
surrendered.*  But  the  fact  that  lessees,  before  surrender- 
ing the  possession,  asked  the  lessor  if  they  might  leave 
the  fixtures  in  the  room  rented,  which  was  a  store,  and 
that  the  lessor  replied  he  was  willing  they  should  be  left, 
as  they  might  help  him  to  rent  the  store,  does  not  imply 
a  license  to  the  lessees  to  re-enter  and  remove  such  fix- 
tures.^ A  tenant  cannot  remove  erections  made  by  hira 
after  forfeiture  or  re-entry  for  condition  broken.*  One 
who  is  ejected  from  premises  leased  by  him,  after  due 
notice  to  quit  for  non-payment  of  rent,  loses  his  right  to 
remove  fixtures.*  A  contract  between  a  landlord  and  ten- 
ant, authorizing  the  latter  to  put  up  additional  sheds  and 
other  temporary  buildings  for  warehouses,  and  to  remove 
them  when  his  term  expired,  will  not  authorize  the  re- 
moval of  erections  so  connected  with  the  building  already 
upon  the  leased  premises  that  they  cannot  be  separated 
without  material  injury  to  the  property.®  But  a  stipula- 
tion in  a  lease  that  he  shall  make  no  "alterations  or 
repairs"  without  the  landlord's  consent,  and  shall  not 
remove  "any  repairs,  improvements,  additions,  or  fix- 
tures," does  not  apply  to  trade  fixtures.*  The  tenant  has 
no  right  to  compensation  for  fixtures,  except  by  express 
contract.^ 

Illustrations. — A  tenant  put  a  gang-edger  in  a  saw-mill, 
but  failed  to  remove  it  during  his  term.  Afterwards  the  land- 
lord detached  it,  but  left  it  on  the  premises.  Held,  that  the 
severence  did  not  revest  the  tenant's  right  to  remove  it:  Stokoe 
v.  Upton,  40  Mich.  581;  29  Am.  Rep.  560.  Lessees  of  a  mill 
covenanted  "  to  deliver  up  the  premises  and  all  future  erections 
and  additions  to  or  upon  the  same"  at  the  end  of  the  term,  "in 
as  good  order  and  condition  as  the  same  now  are,  or  may  be  put 
into  by  the  lessor."  The  lease  was  for  a  term  of  years,  to  begin 
at  a  future  day.     When  the  lease  was  made,  glass  in  some  of 


>  Torrey  v.  Burnett,  38  N.  J.  L.  457; 
20  Am.  Kep.  4-21. 

a  Josslyii  V.  McCabe,  46  Wis.  591. 
»  Whipley  v.  Dewey,  8  Cai.  3ti. 


*  Erickson  v.  Jones,  37  Minn.  459. 
'  Powell  V.  MeAslian,  28  Mo.  70. 

*  CubWins  v.  Ayres,  4  Lea,  3'J9. 

» Gardner  v.  Watson,  18  111.  App.  386. 
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the  windows  was  broken.  New  glass  was  put  in  by  the  lessees 
before  the  term  began,  in  consideration  of  being  allowed  by  tbe 
lessor  to  occupy  part  of  the  prenjises  in  the  mean  time.  Jfeld, 
that  the  lessees  were  bound  to  pay  for  glass  which  was  broken 
during  the  term  of  the  lease.  Held,  alto,  that  the  lessees  were 
entitled  to  remove  all  machinery  in  the  nature  of  trade  fixtures 
or  personal  property  put  in  during  the  term  of  the  lease:  Hol- 
brook  V.  CliamhcrUn,  116  Mass.  115;  17  Am.  Rep.  140.  After  a 
railroad  company  had  disclaimed  title  to  and  liad  abandoned 
certain  land  which,  under  the  conveyance  to  it,  had  reverted  to 
the  grantor,  it  entered  on  the  land  and  deuKjli.slied  and  removed 
a  depot-building.  Held,  that  the  company  was  liable  in  damages 
to  the  grantor's  heirs,  and  this,  even  though  the  building  was 
originally  a  trade  fixture:  Carr  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  H  Ga.  78.  The 
wife  of  a  tenant,  after  the  expiration  of  his  tenancy,  sued  the 
owner  of  the  land  for  an  alleged  conversion  of  a  house  situated 
thereon.  At  the  trial  she  showed  that  she  had  purchased  tbe 
house  from  a  former  tenant,  after  his  tenancy  had  expired. 
Held,  insufficient  to  establish  her  title  as  againist  the  owner  of 
the  land,  who  had  no  knowledge  of  such  purchase,  and  there 
being  no  privity  of  contract  between  her  and  such  owner:  Griffin 
V.  Ransdell,  71  Ind.  440.  A  landlord  enjoined  his  tenant  from 
removing  certain  fixtures,  and  while  the  injunction  was  pending 
the  tenancy  was  determined.  Held,  that  tlie  tenant  was  allowed 
a  reasonable  time  to  remove  the  fixtures  after  the  injunction 
was  dissolved.  But  held,  that  the  suing  out  of  the  injunction 
was  no  conversion,  and  a  judgment  giving  the  value  of  the  fix- 
tures in  damages  was  set  aside:  Birrher  v.  Parle r,  40  Mo.  118. 
A  lessee  of  a  lot  for  a  term  of  years  covenanted  that  he  would 
not  remove  from  the  lot  any  building  which  he  might  put 
thereon,  until  the  rents  were  paid.  A  building  put  thereon  by 
him  was  removed  by  a  third  person,  by  liis  consent,  the  rent 
being  unpaid.  Held,  that  such  third  person  was  liable  to  the 
lessor  in  damages:  Forbes  v.  Williams,  1  Jones,  oi)3.  The  rent 
reserved  in  a  lease  for  a  year  clearly  was  not  based  on  the  value 
of  trade  fixtures  put  in  by  the  lessee  afterwards  during  the 
term.  The  lessor  recognized  the  tenant's  right  to  the  fixtures. 
The  purchaser  of  the  reversion,  knowing  the  facts,  gave  a  new 
lease  for  a  year  on  the  expiration  of  the  old  one.  Tliis  new  lease 
did  not  in  terms  cover  the  fixtures  or  refer  to  them.  Held,  that 
the  lessee,  by  accepting  this  lease,  did  not  lose  his  right  to  the 
fixtures:  Beloit  Bank  v.  0.  E.  Merrill  Co.,  GU  Wis.  501. 


459. 
70. 

y. 

jp.  386. 


§  2900.  Vendor  and  Vendee.  —  The  rule  as  to  fixtures 
which  applies  as  between  heir  and  executor  applies 
equally  as  between  vendor  and  vendee,  and  mortgagor 
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and  mortgagee.'  As  between  vendor  and  vendee,  the 
right  is  construed  strongly  against  the  vendor.^  A  sale 
of  land  carries  with  it  everything  thereon,  or  neces- 
sary to  its  onjoyniont,  unless  specially  reserved."  Chattels 
affixed  to  the  realty  are  deemed  a  part  of  it.*  All  articles 
which,  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  of  a  house,  have 
become  a  part  thereof  pass  as  fixtures.*  Shelves  and 
drawers  in  standards  fastened  to  the  walls,  and  tables 
nailed  to  the  floor,  used  as  counters  in  a  grocery-store, 
pass  by  a  sale  as  part  of  the  freehold.*  So  does  machinery 
in  the  buildings,^  and  fences.'  A  deed  of  a  hotel  carries 
with  it  as  an  appurtenance,  unless  expressly  reserved,  the 
hotel  sign  and  post,  though  set  seven  feet  in  front  of  the 
hotel  lot."  Hewed  timbers,  posts,  and  round  logs,  lying 
loosely  iij)on  land,  though  originally  intended  to  be  put 
into  a  building  upon  the  land,  are  not  fixtures,  and  do 
not  pass  by  a  deed  of  the  realty.'**  A  trustee's  sale  of  rea^ 
estate  wherefroni  the  improvements  had  been  burned  down 
does  not  })ass  fixtures  that  have  been  removed  during 
the  fire."  A  deed  of  land,  "with  the  buildings  thereon," 
and  of  certain  **proi)erty  connected  with  or  situated 
in  or  about  the  premises,"  which  mentioned  specific 
fixtures  and  personal  property,  and  allowed  the  grantor 
thirty  days  to  remove  "all  property  not  specifically  con- 


'  Weathersby  ».  Sleeper,  42  Miss. 
732. 

*  English  V.  Foots,  8  Smedes  &  M. 
444;  Keeve  v.  raxtoii,  2(5  N.  J.  Eq. 
107;  Ailiiiiis  V.  r>i;iuUe,  47  Iowa,  439; 
29  Am.  Rtp.  487;  Martin  v.  Cope,  28 
N.  Y.  ISO;  Arnold  r.  Oowder,  81  111. 
6G;  25  Airi.  Rep.  2G0;  la  re  Richards, 
L.  R.  4  Ch.  liSO;  Meux  v.  Jacobs,  L. 
R.  7  H.  L.  481;  Holland  v.  Hodgson, 
L.  R.  7  Com.  P.  328;  Longbottom  v. 
Berry,  L.  R.  oC^.  B.  123;  MoConnell  v. 
Blood,  123  Mass.  47;  25  Am.  Rep. 
12. 

» Terhune  v.  Elberson,  3  N.  J.  L. 
533;  F.iris  v.  WilU«r,  1  Bail.  640; 
Laudoii  V.  Pl;Ut,  'M  Coim.  517. 

*  Wilson  V.  Sicel,  13  Phila.  153j  Mil- 


ler ».  Plumb,  6  Cow.  CG5;  10  Am.  Dec. 
450;  Preston  r.  iirigj,'s,  10  Vt.  124;  De 
Grafifenreid  v.  Suriiggs,  4  Humph.  451; 

40  Am,  Uee.  058;  W'adluigh  v.  Jauvrin, 

41  N.  H.  503;  77  Am.  Dec.  780;  Mc- 
Laughlin V.  Johnson,  40  111.  lO'i. 

"  Connor  v.  S<|iiiers,  50  Vt.  080. 

*  Tabor  v.  Robinson,  36  Barb. 
483. 

'  McGreary  w.  Osborne,  9  CaL  119; 
Pea  V.  Pea,  35  Ind.  387;  Shelton  v. 
Ficklin,  32  (Iratt.  727. 

"Climer  v.  Wallace,  28  Mo.  556; 
75  Am.  Dec.  135. 

»  Redlon  v.  Barker,  4  Kan.  382;  96 
Am.  Dec.  180. 

»»  Cook  V.  Whiting,  16  111.  480. 

11  Curry  v.  Schmidt,  54  Mo.  515. 
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veyed  "  thereby,  does  not  convey  trade  fixtures  not  speci- 
fied.' 

A  purcliaser  who  enters  into  possession  under  a  bond 
for  title,  and  brings  in  trade  fixtures,  does  not  stand  in 
the  rehition  of  tenant  to  the  vendor  in  such  sense  as  to 
have  a  tenant's  right  to  remove  them  if  a  conveyance  is 
not  consummated.  If,  by  his  own  default,  he  fails  to  ob- 
tain the  title,  he  has  not  the  right  of  removal.^  Under  a 
sale  conditioned  not  to  pass  title  till  payment,  the  goods, 
even  if  placed  permanently  on  the  purchaser's  laud,  may 
be  taken  by  the  vendor.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  erected  a  fence  on  B's  land  under  a 
parol  agreement  that  he  might  remove  it  whenever  he  desired. 
By  successive  conveyances  making  no  reservation  of  the  fence, 
B's  land  passed  to  plaintiff,  who  knew  nothing  of  the  parol 
agreenietit.  Held,  that  the  fence  could  not  be  removed  by  A 
without  ])laintiff"'8  consent:  Rowand  v.  Anderson^  33  Kan.  264j 
52  Am.  Rep.  529. 

§  2901.  Rights  of  Mortgagee  of  Land.  —  As  a  general 
rule,  all  fixtures  put  upon  the  land,  whether  before  or  after 
the  execution  of  a  mortgage  upon  it,  become  subject  to 
the  lien  thereof.*  Machinery  erected  in  a  mill  after  the 
execution  of  a  mortgage,  to  supply  the  place  of  old  and 
worn-out  articles,  becomes  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  sub- 
ject to  the  lieu  of  the  mortgage.*  Where  an  owner  of  a 
machine-shop  gave  a  mortgage  on  machinery  he  expected 
to  set  up  therein,  it  was  held  that  a  later  mortgage  on  the 
realty  covered  the  machinery  as  realty.*    A  distinction  is 


»  Kirch  V.  Davies,  65  Wis.  287. 

s  Moore  v.  ^^aileiitine,  77  N.  C.  188. 

'  WatJiftown  Steam-Eiigine  Co.  v. 
Davis,  5  Del  192. 

*  Tifft  V.  Horton.  53  N.  Y.  .377;  13 
Am.  llL-p.  537;  Wright  v.  Gray,  73 
M<;.  277;  Wiiislow  v.  Ins.  Co.,  4  Met. 
300;  38  A.in.  Dec.  368;  Butler  v.  Page, 
7  Met.  40;  39  Am.  Dec.  757;  Coleman 
V.  Steam  Mfg.  Co.,  38  Mich.  30;  IJass 
Foundry  Works  c.  Gallentine,  99  Intl. 
525.  But  see  Randolpii  v.  Gwyuue,  7 
N.  J.  E(i.  88;  51  Am.  Dec.  205. 


»  Gardner  v.  Finley,  19  Barb.  317 
Snedeker  v.  Warring,  12  N.  Y.  170 
Johnston  v.  Morrow,  CO  Mo.  339 
Southworth  v.  Isham,  3  Sand.  448 
Pierce  v.  George,  108  Mass.  78;  11 
Am.  Rep.  310;  (ilobo  etc.  Co.  v, 
Quinn,  70  N.  Y.  23;  .32  Am.  Rep.  2.')9; 
Jones  V.  Detroit  Ciiair  Co.,  38  Mich. 
92;  31  Am.  Rep.  314;  Footu  v.  Gooch, 
90  N.  C.  205;  00  Am.  Rup.  411. 

*  Pierce  v.  George,  108  Mass.  78;  11 
Am.  Rep.  310. 
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marie  between  machinery  placed  in  tlie  mill  before,  and 
that  annexed  after,  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  upon 
the  land,  and  it  is  held  that,  as  to  the  machinery  which 
was  in  the  yard,  but  had  not  been  placed  in  the  mill  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  upon  the  land, 
but  was  annexed  afterwards,  as  to  which  the  mortgagee  of 
the  land  was  not  misled,  and  advanced  nothing  on  the 
faith  of  it,  the  right  of  the  conditional  vendor  of  such 
machinery  is  paramount  to  the  mortgagee  of  the  land/ 
Neither  a  prior  nor  subsequent  mortgagee  of  land  can 
claim,  as  subject  to  the  lien  of  his  mortgage,  chattels 
brought  upon  and  affixed  to  the  lands  under  an  agreement 
between  the  owner  of  the  fee  and  the  owner  of  the  chattels 
that  the  character  of  the  latter  as  a  personal  chattel  is  not 
to  be  changed.'^  Where  a  house  or  machinery  is  bought 
by  a  conditional  sale  and  put  upon  land,  it  does  not  be- 
come attached  to  the  land  in  such  a  sense  as  to  affect  the 
seller's  rights  as  against  a  mortgagee  of  the  land.'  Where 
a  manufacturer  delivered  to  the  owner  of  a  machine-shop 
a  boiler  to  be  used  on  trial,  said  boiler,  by  agreement,  to 
remain  the  property  of  such  manufacturer  till  paid  for, 
and  the  same  was  placed  in  said  shop  and  put  in  use  to 
generate  the  steam  necessary  to  run  the  machinery  therein, 
and  the  owner  of  said  shop,  without  having  paid  for  such 
boiler,  mortgaged  the  whole  plant,  including  said  boiler, 
in  express  terms,  the  mortgagee  having  no  notice  of  any 
claims  against  it  by  a  third  party  until  foreclosure,  it  was 
held  that  the  boiler  became  part  of  the  realty,  and  passed 
under  the  mortgage.*  If,  after  the  execution  of  a  mort- 
gage, chattels  which  belong  to  a  third  person,  or  upon 
which  ho  has  a  chattel  mortgage,  are  affixed  to  the  land, 
his  inteiest  or  lien  does  not  therefrom  become  subject  to 
the  prior  mortgage.'     Where  the  lessees  of  a  manufactory 

'  Franklaiifl  v.  Moultoii,  5  Wis.  i.  ♦  McLaughlin  v.  Nash,  14  Allen,  136; 

» Titft  c.   Horton,  53  N.  Y.  377;  13  92  Am.  Dec.  741. 

Am.  Ul;i».  5.'{7.  ^  Campbell  v.  Roddv,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 

»  Harkey  v.  Cain,  69  Tex.  146.  244j  6  Ain.  St.  Rep.  889, 
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J.  Eq. 


put  in  fixed  machinery,  and  afterwards  bonj^ht  tlie  prem- 
ises subject  to  a  mortgage  of  the  realty,  incUuling  "build- 
ings to  be  erected  thereon,"  it  was  iield  that  the  machinery 
80  put  in  by  them  came  under  the  lien  of  the  mortgage.' 
A  mortgagee,  after  recovery  in  equity  by  the  mortgagor  to 
redeem,  and  before  possession  taken  under  the  judgment, 
may  lawfully  take  down  and  carry  away  any  buildings 
erected  by  him  on  the  land  mortgaged,  the  materials  of 
which  were  his  own,  and  not  so  connected  with  the  soil  as 
that  they  cannot  be  removed  without  prejudice  to  it.''' 

Illustrations.  —  Manufacturers  of  machinery  allowed  the 
tenant  of  a  mill  to  put  it  on  trial.  It  was  put  in  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  capable  of  removal  without  injury  to  the  mill. 
The  tenant  refused  to  accept  it,  and  left  the  premises  without 
removing  it.  Held,  that  it  became  a  fixture  as  to  a  prior  mort- 
gagee of  the  mill:  Hamilton  v.  Huntleyy  78  Ind.  521;  41  Am. 
Rep.  593.  A  lessee,  under  a  provision  in  the  lease  allowing  him 
60  to  do,  purchased  the  premises  from  his  lessor.  Tlie  premises 
were  sold  subject  to  a  mortgage  by  the  lessor.  The  lessee,  be- 
fore the  deed  to  him,  had  placed  machinery  on  the  premises. 
Held,  that  such  machinery  did  not,  by  operation  of  law,  become 
part  of  the  realty  as  between  the  lessee  and  the  mortgagee, 
although  so  affixed  as  to  be  realty  as  between  vendor  and 
vendee:  Globe  Marble  Mills  Co.  v.  Quinn,  76  N.  Y.  23;  32  Am. 
Rep.  259.  A  bought  land  on  which  was  a  steam-mill  containing 
machinery  of  a  character  removable  from  the  land,  although 
well  adapted  to  use  there.  A  mortgaged  this  machinery.  Held, 
that  the  mortgagee  and  those  succeeding  to  his  title  could  hold 
it  against  one  claiming  under  an  attachment  of  the  realty  of  a 
date  later  than  that  of  the  mortgage:  Manwaring  v.  Jenison,  61 
Mich.  117.  A  mortgagor  claimed  that  certain  fixtures,  etc., 
were  not  embraced  in  the  mortgage.  At  the  mortgagee's  re- 
quest, the  mortgagor  repaid  to  the  mortgagee  taxes  paid  by  the 
latter  on  these  fixtures.  Held,  that  the  mortgagee  must  be 
presumed  to  have  waived  his  claim:  Foster  v.  Prentiss,  75  Me. 
279.  A  mortgagor  planted  nursery-trees  on  the  mortgaged 
premises  and  mortgaged  them  by  chattel  mortgage,  and  that 
mortgage  was  recorded.  Afterwards  the  real  mortgage  was  fore- 
closed, and  the  premises  were  sold.  Held,  that  the  purchaser 
on  that  sale  took  title  to  the  trees:  Adams  v.  Beadle,  47  Jowa, 
439;  29  Am.  Rep.  487. 

'Jones   V.   Detroit    Chair   Co.,   38        '  Taylor  r.  Townsend,  8  Mass.  411; 
Mich.  92;  31  Am.  Rep.  314.  5  Am.  Dec.  107, 
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§  2902.    What  are  and  are  not  Fixtures  — Buildings. 

—  Buildings  erected  on  land  are  prima  facie  fixtures.' 
A  frame  building  erected  by  the  side  of  a  mill,  intended 
for  use  as  an  office  in  connection  with  the  mill,  is  a  fix- 
ture, aUhough  intended  to  be  ultimately  removed,  and 
only  resiii/g  upon  wooden  blocks  placed  upon  the  surface 
of  the  earth.''  So  is  an  unfinished  dwelling-house  set  on 
blocks  laid  in  the  ground,  and  intended  to  remain  on  the 
land,  and  an  unfinished  building  standing  on  posts  fixed  in 
the  ground,  intended,  but  never  used,  for  temporary  occu- 
pancy.' So  is  a  house  brought  upon  land,  and  placed  on 
stone  foundations,  and  over  a  cellar;^  and  a  barn, the  sills  of 
which  rested  in  part  on  large  stones  imbedded  in  the  soil, 
and  in  part  upon  the  soil  itself.'  So  is  a  wooden  structure, 
built  and  used  for  dancing,  of  light  materials,  resting 
partly  on  the  ground  and  partly  on  posts  set  in  the  ground, 
and  roofed  with  brush,  with  a  door  opening  into  the  own- 
er's adjacent  dwelling  and  saloon,  with  seats  for  musicians, 
between  the  two  buildings,  on  cross-pieces  fastened  to 
both;'  and  a  cotton-gin  stand,  put  up  after  the  usual  man- 
ner,  for  use  on  the  place.^  So  all  repairs  made  by  a  person 
to  a  building  become  fixtures;*  so  do  windows  placed 
in  a  dwelling-house.'  Fragments  of  a  building  blown 
down  by  a  storm  of  wind  continue  to  be  realty.'" 

But  the  following  are  not  fixtures,  viz.:  A  wooden  build- 
ing standing  upon  blocks  and  rollers  so  that  it  can  be 
removed  without  disturbing  the  freehold,  and  built  for 
the  purpose  of  removal  if  necessary;"  nor  a  wooden  ice- 
house of  two  thousand  tons' capacity,  built  on  leased  land, 


*  Washburn  v.  Sproat,  16  Mass.  449; 
Stillinan  v.  Hamer,  8  Miss.  421 ;  Fisher 
V.  Saffer,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Gil;  Reid  w. 
Kirk,  12  Rich.  54. 

'  State  Savings  Bank  v.  Kircheval, 
65  Mo.  682;  27  Ain.  Rep.  310. 

«  Butler  V.  Page,  7  Met.  40;  39  Am. 
Dec.  757. 

♦  Madigan  v.  McCarthy,  108  Mass. 
376;  11  Am.  Rep.  371. 

^  Westgate  v.  Wixon,  128  Mass.  304. 


*  Lipsky  V.  Borgmann,  52  Wis.  25G; 
38  Am.  Rep.  7.35. 

'  Richardson  v.  Borden,  42  Miss.  71; 
2  Am.  Rep.  595. 

«  Caldwell  v.  Eneas,  2  Mill.  Const. 
348;  12  Am.  Dec.    681. 

•Stater.  Elliot,  UN.  H.  504. 

'«  Rogers  v.  Gilinger,  30  Pa.  St.  185; 
72  Am.  Dec.  694. 

"  Robinson  v.  Wright,  2  McAr.  54. 
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on  no  foundations  except  wooden  blocks;'  nor  a  Hinv-niill 
built  upon  timbers  lying  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  constructed  with  the  object  and  j)urpose,  after  sawing 
the  timber  within  a  convenient  distance,  to  bo  removed 
to  another  locality;*  nor  a  small  wooden  building,  placed 
by  a  photographer  on  another's  land,  without  cellar  or 
chimney;'  nor  a  wooden  structure  or  building  merely  rest- 
ing by  its  own  weight  on  flat  stones  laid  uoon  the  surface 
of  the  ground,  and  having  no  other  foun  •ation.''  Mate- 
rials collected  together  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  build- 
ing do  not  form  a  part  of  the  realty;  nor  do  materials 
that  result  from  the  demolition  of  a  building.' 

§  2903.  Oas-flxtures  and  Water-pipes.  —  Gas-fixtures, 
such  as  burners,  brackets,  chandeliers,  etc.,  are  not  fix- 
tures.' They  are  movables,  and  neither  are  covered  by  a 
mechanic's  lien,  nor  do  they  pass  on  sale  of  a  house.' 
But  gas-pipes  which  run  through  the  walls  or  under  the 
floors  of  a  house  are  fixtures.'  Water-pipes  in  a  house 
are  fixtures.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  former  owner,  in  applying  for  a  loan  on 
mortgage,  represented  that  the  gas-fixtures  and  mirrors  would 
go  with  the  house,  but  no  mention  of  them  was  made  in  the 
mortgage.  Held,  that  the  statements  did  not  cliango  the  char- 
acter of  the  property,  nor  affect  subsequent  purchasers  for  value 
who  had  no  notice  of  them:  McKeage  v.  Ins.  Co.,  81  N.  Y.  38; 
37  Am.  Rep.  471.     But  see  Funk  v.  Brigaldi,  4  Daly,  359. 

§  2904.  Machinery.  —  As  a  general  rule,  mi'if:iiinery,  to 
become  part  of  the  realty,  must  be  physically  attached  to 
it,  or  be,  in  ordinary  understanding,  part  of  the  building 

sham  0.  Dettre,  89  Pa.  St.  500:  Rogers 
V.  Crow,  40  Mo.  91;  93  Am.  Dec.  299; 
Towne  v.  Fiske,  127  Mass.  125;  .34 
Am.  Rep.  353;  Chapiiian  c.  Ins.  Co., 
4  111.  App.  29;  Vaugheii  v.  Haldeman, 
33  Pa.  St.  522:  75  Am.  Dec.  622.  But 
see  Kceler  v.  Keeler,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  191. 

'  Jarechi  v.  Philliarmotiic  Society, 
79  Pa.  St.  403;  21  Am.  Rup.  78. 

8  McKeage  v.  lua.  Co.,  81  N.  Y.  38; 
37  Am.  Rep.  471. 

»  Cohen  v.  Kyler,  27  Mo.  122. 


'  Antoni  v.  Belknap,  102  Mass.  193. 

*  Brown  v.  Lillie,  6  Nev.  244. 

'  O'Donnell  v.  Hitchcock,  118  Mass. 
401. 

*Carlin  v.  Ritter,  68  Md.  478;  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  467. 

'  Beard  v.  Dnralil,  23  La.  Ann.  284. 

"  Montague  v.  Dent,  10  Rich.  135; 
67  Am.  Dec.  572;  Guthrie  v.  Jones, 
108  Mass.  191;  Shaw  v.  Lenke,  1 
Daly,  487;  McKeage  v.  Ins.  Co.,  81 
N.  Y.  38;    37  Am.  Rep.  471;   Hey- 
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upon  it,  as  wlicro  tlio  building  is  constructed  wholly  or 
in  part  for  tlio  mucliinery,  or  tho  inachinory  is  con- 
structed for  tlio  building,  or  some  part  of  it,  and  is  fitted 
into  it.'  Tlio  rulo  in  determining  what  are  lixtures  in  a 
manufacturing  establishment  is,  that  where  the  machin- 
ery is  i)ermanent  in  its  character,  and  essential  to  tho 
purposes  for  which  the  building  is  occupied,  it  nuist  be 
regarded  as  realty,  and  passes  with  the  building;  and  that 
whatever  is  essential  to  the  purposes  for  which  the  build- 
ing is  used  will  be  considered  as  a  fixture,  although  the 
connection  between  them  be  such  that  it  may  be  severed 
without  physical  or  lasting  injury  to  either.''  Thus  the 
following  machinery  have  been  held  fixtures,  viz.:  The 
boiler  and  engine  of  a  mill  attached  to  the  realty;'  a  saw- 
mill and  its  appointments;*  the  steam-engine,  boiler, 
whistle,  and  pumps  of  a  woolen-mill,  and  its  attachments 
and  belts  connecting  it  with  other  machinery,  the  fulling- 
mill  and  attachments,  the  main-shaft,  pulleys,  and  belts, 
counter-shafting,  dye-kettle,  looms  fastened  to  the  floor 
by  screws,  carders  kept  in  position  by  their  own  weight, 
spinning-jacks  fastened  to  the  floor  by  cleats,  and  all  the 
machinery  which  was  propelled  by  the  engine;*  a  carding- 


*  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Company 
V.  Minneitpolis  Engine  and  Machine 
Works.  35  Minn.  543. 

» Green  v.  Phillips,  26  Gratt.  752; 
21  Am.  Rep.  323. 

•McNally  v.  Conolly,  70  Cal.  3; 
Sweetzer  v,  Jones,  35  Vt.  317;  82  Am. 
Dec.  (539;  Taylor  v.  Collins,  51  Wis. 
123;  Robertson  v.  Corsett,  39  Mich. 
777;  Richardson  v.  Copeland,  6  Gray, 
536;  66  Am.  Dec.  425;  Winslow  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  4  Met.  300;  38  Am.  Dec. 
368;  Rice  v.  Adams,  4  Harr.  (Del.) 
332;  Sparks  v.  State  Bank,  7  Blackf. 
469;  Trull  v.  Fuller,  28  Me.  545;  Cor- 
liss V.  McLagin,  2!)  Me.  115;  Parsons 
V,  Copeland,  38  Me.  537;  Symonds  v. 
Harris,  51  Mo.  14;  81  Am.  Dec.  553; 
McKim  V.  Mason,  3  Md.  Ch.  186; 
Union  Bank  I'.  Emerson,  15  Mass.  159; 
Phillipson  i>.  Mallanpliy,  1  Mo.  620;  Ba- 
ker  V.  Davis,  19  N.  U.  325;  Buckley  v. 


Buckley,  11  Barb.  43;  Mnrdock  v.  Har- 
ris, 20  Barb.  407;  Voorhisr.  Freeman, 
2  Watts  &  S.  116;  37  Am.  Dec.  517; 
Oves  V.  Ogleshy,  7  Watts,  106;  Harlan 
V.  Harlan,  15  Pa.  St.  507;  53  Am.  Dec. 
612;  Roberts  v.  Dauphin  Bank,  19  Pa. 
St.  71;  Christian  v.  Dripps,  28  Pa.  St. 
271;  Witnier's  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St.  455; 
84  Am.  Dec.  505;  Harris  v.  Haynes, 
34  Vt.  220.  These  cases  are  applica- 
ble to  contests  other  than  between 
landlord  and  tenant;  for,  as  we  have 
seen,  a  tenant  is  allowed  to  remove  at 
the  end  of  his  term  trade  fixtures,  and 
machinery  is  of  this  class.  See  ante, 
§  2899. 

*  Farrar  v.  Stackpole,  6  Me.  154;  19 
Am.  Dec.  201;  Rohertson  v.  Corsett, 
39  Mich.  777. 

*  Ottumwa  Woollen  Mill  Co.  v. 
Hawley,  44  Iowa,  57;  24  Am.  Rep. 
710. 
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mncliine,  a  billy,  a  mulo,  a  tiitkiiig-machine,  a  steam- 
engine,  and  fly-wheel;'  a  steam-engine  and  boiler  of  a 
brewery,  the  beer-kettle  and  connecting  pipes,  the  cooler, 
the  nmlt-mill,  the  mash-tub,  and  two  pumps  connected 
therewith,  the  windmill  and  its  attachments,  and  nil  the 
machinery  connected  with  the  gearing  by  cogs,  but  not 
that  connected  by  belting;''  nail-machines,  grindstones,  a 
pair  of  shears,  scouring-machines,  nail-bins,  and  grip 
levers, — all  used  in  manufacturing  nails  in  the  factory, 
and  some  of  them  permanently  fastened  to  the  building, 
and  the  rest  adapted  to  the  factory, — a  duplicate  cylin- 
der for  a  bluing-machine,  and  duplicate  pulleys  for  the 
grindstones,  kept  on  hand  for  emergencies,  but  never 
used;'  a  factory-bell,  and  a  blower-pipe  conveying  air  from 
a  blower  to  a  forge;*  machinery  set  in  bricks  and  run  by 
steam,  and  used  as  a  cotton-seed  oil  factory;'  the  water- 
wheel  and  gearing  put  into  a  mill  to  be  used  permanently 
for  operating  the  mill;*  all  the  machinery  of  an  ore-bunk 
which  is  necessary  to  constitute  it  such,  and  without 
which  it  would  not  be  an  ore-bank  equipped  and  ready 
for  use;'  machinery  used  in  canning,  parts  of  which  are 
attached  to  the  soil,  and  the  other  parts  of  which  are 
necessary  to  the  use  of  the  parts  so  attached;'  a  thrashing- 
machine  fixed  in  a  barn  by  means  of  screws  and  bolts;^ 
mill-chains,  dogs,  and  bars  in  a  raill;'"  iron-rolls  and  the 
plates  constituting  the  floor  of  a  rolling-mill,  though  not 
attached  to  the  freehold;"  a  gin-mill;'*  the  running-gear 


Co.    V. 
Rep. 


I  Irish  Soo.  v.  Mahony,  10 1.  R.  C.  L. 
363. 

>  Scheifele  v.  Schmitz,  42  N.  J.  Eq. 
700. 

'  Dekware,  Lackawanna  etc.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Oxford  Iron  Co.,  36  N.  J.  Eq. 
452. 

*  Alvord  etc.  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Gleason, 
36  Conn.  86. 

"  Thenrer  v.  Nautre,  23  La.  Ann. 
749. 

*  Lapham  v.  Norton,  71  Mo.  83. 

207 


'  Ege  V.  Kille,  84  Pa.  St.  333. 

« Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67  Md.  44;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  368. 

»  VViltshear  v.  Cottrell,  1  El.  &  B. 
674. 

>•  Farrar  v.  Stackpole,  6  Me.  154;  19 
Am.  Dec.  201. 

"  Pyle  V.  Pennock,  2  Watts  &  S. 
390;  .37  Am.  Dec.  517. 

'■'  Degraffenreid  v.  Scruggs,  4  Hnniph. 
451:  40  Am.  Dec.  658;  Latham  v. 
Blakely,  70  N.  O.  369. 
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thereof,  and  a  packing-screw;'  a  portable  grist-mill;'  boilers 
situated  in  part  of  a  mill  or  shop,  and  used  to  supply  steam 
thereto;*  a  steam-engine  securely  and  permanently  bolted 
to  a  foundation  set  in  the  ground,  with  the  boilers  as  a 
necessary  adjunct  thereto,  together  with  the  shafting,  belt- 
ing, couplings,  and  pulleys  to  communicate  the  power;  also 
water-wheels  and  a  water-wheel  governor;  a  gas-generator 
situated  in  a  pit  in  a  building  constructed  for  it  on  the 
premises,  the  gas-pump  connected  witii  it,  and  the  pipes, 
gas-buniers  not  being  furniture,  but  mere  accessories  to 
the  mill;  steam-heating  pipes  laid  on  hooks  attached  to 
boards  fastened  to  the  walls,  and  heating-pipes,  part  of  the 
system  of  piping,  which  merely  rested  upon  the  floor, 
without  being  attached  to  it;*  a  drill,  a  large,  heavy  ma- 
chine, from  six  to  eight  feet  high,  having  a  base  of  cast 
iron,  and  weighing  about  a  ton,  firmly  fastened  to  the  floor, 
and  supported  by  braces  attached  to  the  flooring  above;* 
machines,  pulleys,  and  shafting,  bolted  or  screwed  to  the 
building,  or  to  blocks  bolted  to  the  building,  also  essen- 
tial parts  of  the  machinery,  although  they  can  be  de- 
tached therefrom  without  injury;*  machinery  for  the 
business  of  lead-smelting,  consisting  of  boiler,  engine, 
pump,  fan,  water-tank,  pulleys,  air-drums,  and  basins, 
affixed  to  the  premises  in  the  usual  way;^  a  furnace 
placed  in  a  building;*  a  sugar-mill  sold  with  a  plantation;® 
a  smutter  loaned  to  the  owner  of  a  grist-mill,  and  fastened 
in  the  usual  way;*"  an  iron  table  weighing  thipty-three  tons, 
resting  on  brick  foundations,  and  adapted  only  for  the 
use  of  the  factory;"  tubs,  vats,  casks,  and  similar  articles, 


'  McDaniel  v.  Moody,  3  Stew.  314; 
McKeiina  v.  Hammond,  3  H<11  (S.  C), 
331;  30  Am.  Dec.  36G. 


"  Potter  V.  Cromwell,  40  N.  Y.  287;    Am.  Rep.  750. 


'  Pierce  v.  George,  108  Mass.  78;  11 
Am.  Rep.  310. 
'  Thomas  v.  Davis,  76  Mo.  72;  43 


100  Am.  Dec.  485. 

'  Kelley  v.  Border  City  Mills,  126 
Mass.  148;  Southhridge  Sav.  Bank  v. 
Exeter  Machine  Works,  1 27  Mass.  542. 

♦  Keeler  v.  Keeler,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  181. 

^  Southbridge  Sav.  Bank  v.  Stevens 
Tool  Co.,  130  Mass.  547. 


»  Thielman  v.  Carr,  75  111.  385. 

'  Hutchins  v.  Masterson,  46  Tex. 
551;  26  Am.  Rep.  286. 

'•  Stilliiian  V.  Flenniken,  58  Iowa, 
450;  43  Am.  Rep.  120. 

"  Smith  Paper  Co.  v.  Servin,  130 
Mass.  511. 
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placed  in  a  brewery  for  permanent  use  therein,  and 
which  are  too  large  to  pass  out  of  the  building  through 
any  opening  existing/ 

Where  the  principal  part  of  machinery  becomes  a  fix- 
ture by  act'- .1  annexation,  such  part  of  it  as  may  not  be 
so  physically  annexed,  but  which,  if  removed,  would  leave 
the  principal  part  unfit  for  use,  and  would  not  of  itself, 
and  standing  alone,  be  well  adapted  to  general  use  else- 
where, is  considered  as  constructively  annexed.'' 

But  the  mere  use  of  machinery  in  a  mill  or  factory 
does  not  render  it  a  fixture,  the  question  always  de- 
pends on  the  use,  nature,  and  character  of  the  an- 
nexation and  the  intention  of  the  parties.'  Thus  the 
following  have  been  held  not  to  be  fixtures,  viz.:  Machines 
separately  constructed,  adapted  for  use  in  any  building 
in  which  they  can  be  put,  secured  in  position  by  bolts, 
screws,  nails,  or  cleacs,  and  capable  of  being  removed 
without  injury  to  themselves  or  to  the  building  in  which 
they  are  placed;*  movable  machines,  whose  number  and 
permanency  are  contingent  on  the  varying  circumstances 
of  business,  subject  to  its  fluctuating  conditions,  and  liable 
to  be  taken  in  or  out  as  exigencies  may  require;*  machin- 
ery put  up  in  a  drill-house  on  another's  land  for  the 
temporary  purpose  of  boring  a  salt-well;*  a  shingle- 
machine  not  fastened  to  the  ..oor  except  by  a  strip  to 
prevent  its  slipping,  and  a  planing-machine  held  in 
place  by  its  own  weight;''  a  line-shaft,  fastened  tc  hang- 


'  Equitable  Trust  Co.  v.  Christ,  2 
Flip.  599. 

''  Dudley  v.  Hurst,  67  Md.  M;  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  368. 

'  Rogers  v.  Mfg.  Co.,  81  Ala.  483;  60 
Am.  Rup.  171;  Young  v.  Baxter,  55 
Ind.  188. 

♦  Maguire  v.  Park,  140  Mass.  21 ; 
Blanche  v.  RoRers,  26  N.  J.  Eq.  563; 
Carpenter  v.  Walker,  140  Mass,  416; 
Swift  V.  Thompson,  9  Conn.  63;  Mur- 
dock  V.  Gitford,  18  N.  Y.  28;  Hovey  v. 
Sirith,   1   Barb.   372;   Vanderpoel  «. 


Van  Allen,  10  Barb.  157;  Godard  v. 
Gould,  14  Barb.  662;  Voorbies  v.  Mc- 
Ginnis,  46  Barb.  242;  Childress  v. 
Wright,  2  Cold.  350;  FuUam  v. 
Stearns,  30  Vt.  443;  Bartlett  v.  Wood, 
32  Vt.  372;  Stiirgis  v.  Warren,  1 1  Vt. 
423;  Keeler  v.  Keeier,  31  M.  J.  Eq. 
181. 

'  Rogers  v.  Brokaw,  25  N.  J.  Eq. 
496. 

*  Bewick  v.  Fletcher,  41  Mich.  625; 
32  Am.  Rep.  170. 

^  Wells  V.  Maples,  15  Hun,  90. 
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ers  bolted  to  joists  in  a  mill,  and  connecting  a  stave- 
machine  in  an  adjoining  shed  with  the  mill;^  machinery 
connected  with  the  motive-power  by  means  of  bands  and 
straps,  and  attached  to  the  building  only  so  far  as  to 
confine  the  different  parts  in  their  proper  places  for  use, 
and  subject  to  removal,  as  the  interests  of  business  or 
convenience  may  require,  without  injury  to  the  machin- 
ery itself  or  the  building;*  the  machinery  of  a  cotton- 
factory,  consisting  partly  of  implements  in  no  way 
attached  to  the  building,  and  partly  of  spinning-frames 
standing  upon  the  floor,  and  kept  in  their  places  by  cleats 
about  their  feet  nailed  to  the  floor,  and  partly  of  other 
machinery  fastened  by  wood  screws  passing  into  the  floor, 
all  of  which  could  be  removed  without  injury  to  the  build- 
ing or  machinery;'  frames  in  a  factory  for  spinning  flax 
and  tow,  though  fastened  by  upright  pieces  extending  to 
the  upper  floor,  and  cleats  nailed  to  the  floor  around  the 
feet;*  the  removable  parts  of  the  machinery  of  a  woolen- 
mill, consisting  of  two  double  carding-machines, a  picking- 
machine,  shearing-machine,  spinning-machine,  looms, 
etc.;*  a  carding-machine,  situated  in  a  building  erected  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  carding  business,  standing 
on  the  floor,  but  not  fastened  to  the  building;'  articles  of 
machinery  in  a  cotton-mill,  fastened  to  the  building  only 
by  belts,  by  which  the  machinery  was  put  in  motion,  and 
as  to  some  parts  by  cleats  tacked  to  the  floor,  to  bring 
the  machinery  on  a  level;'  looms  in  a  woolen-factory, 
connected  with  the  motive  power  by  leathern  bands,  and 
fastened  to  the  floor  by  screws,  which  kept  them  steady 
while  working,  and  which  could  be  removed  without 
injury  to  themselves  or  the  building;'  machinery  in  a 

»  Balliett «.  Humphreys,  78  Ind.  388.        •Walker    r.   Sherman,   20    Wend. 

»  Teaff  V.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  611;  636. 
69  Am.  Dec.  6.35.  "Taffe  r.  Warnick,  3  Blackf.  Ill; 

»  Swift  V.  Thompson,  9  Conn.  63;  21  23  Am.  Doc.  383. 
Am.  Dec.  718.  '  Vanderpoel  v.  Van  Allen,  10  Barb. 

« Cressnn  v.  Stoat,  17  Johni.  116;  167. 
8  Am.  Deo.  373.  •  Murdook  v.  Oifford,  18  N.  Y.  28. 
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bedstead  manufactory  and  a  grist-mill,  consisting  of  a 
planing-machine,  a  machine  for  cutting  screws,  a  turn- 
ing-lathe, a  circular  saw  and  frame,  and  a  boring-ma- 
chine, which,  thougli  spiked  to  the  floor,  studs,  and  posts 
of  the  building,  could  still  be  removed,  and  in  fact  were 
removed,  without  difficulty  or  injury,  either  to  tlie  build- 
ing or  the  machinery  itself,  and  were  used  in  another 
building;*  machinery  in  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  a 
wagon-maker's  shop,  which,  though  fastened  to  the 
building,  was  only  so  attached  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  firm  for  use  in  its  place,  and  which  could  be  removed 
without  seriously  injuring  the  building,  said  macliinery 
consisting  of  a  boring-machine,  an  engine-lathe,  a  wood- 
turning  lathe,  a  press-drill,  a  press-punch,  an  upright 
saw,  and  a  circular  saw,  all  being  propelled  by  water;* 
the  saw-frames  in  a  marble-mill,  fastened  to  the  top  and 
bottom  of  the  building  by  bolts;'  a  planer,  a  hoisting-block 
and  chain,  two  iron  lathes,  and  a  drill-press;'*  a  steam- 
boiler  only  attached  to  a  building  by  a  pipe;^  an  emboss- 
ing-press;' carding-machines  not  attached  to  the  build- 
ing, but  capable  of  being  removed  by  being  taken  apart;' 
a  gin-head,  though  attached  to  the  gin-house  by  a  brace;' 
a  saw-mill;'  a  steam-winch;*"  heavy  machines  in  a  fac- 
tory, steadied  by  being  screwed  to  the  floor,  and  con- 
nected with  the  shafting,  but  removable  without  injury 
to  the  building,  and  useful  elsewhere;"  machines  which 
are  not  fastened  to  the  floor,  but  are  supported  by  their 
own  weight;  machines  which  are  fastened  to  benches, 
although  run  from  the  shafting;  vises  screwed  to  benches. 


»  Fullam  V.  Stearns,  30  Vt.  443. 
»  Bartlett  v.  Wood,  32  Vt.  372. 
»  Sweetzer  v.  Jones,  35  Vt.  317;  82 
Am.  Dec.  639. 

*  Roddy  V.   Brick,  42    N.  J.    Eq. 
218. 

*  Early  v.  Burtis,   40   N.   J.    Eq. 
501. 

*  Pope  V.  Jackson,  65  Me.  162 


Mo.  423;  Gale  v.  Ward,  14  Mass.  352; 
7  Am.  Dec.  223. 

*  Hancock  v.  Jordan,  7  Ala.  448;  42 
Am.  Dec.  GOO. 

•  Witherspoon  v.  Nickols,  27  Ark. 
332. 

'•  Irish  C.  S.  B.  Soc.  v.  Maliony,  10 
I.  R.  C.  L.  363. 

"  Hubhell  V.  East  Cambridge  Five 


'  Tobias  v.   Francis,  3  Vt.  425;    23    Cents  Savings  Bank,  132  Mass.  447; 
Am.  Deo.  217;  Graves  v.  Pierce,  53    42  Am.  Rep.  446. 
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although  the  benches  are  nailed  to  the  building;^  counter- 
shafting,  pulleys,  hangers,  and  belts,  though  fastened  to  a 
building,  a  portable  boiler,  and  steam-pipes  supported  by 
hooks  attached  to  a  building,  and  a  portable  wood-cutting 
machine  worked  by  a  belt  attached  to  a  factory;'^  a  boiler 
made  of  copper,  and  built  into  a  furnace  erected  for  that 
purpose,  but  capable  of  removal  without  injury  to  the 
building.'* 

§2905.  Other  Things.— The  following  are  also  fix- 
tures,  viz.:  The  road-bed,  rails,  and  right  of  way  of  a  rail- 
road;* the  machinery,  shafting,  rollers,  and  other  articles 
constituting  a  marine  railroad;"  an  elevator  to  raise  its  cars 
from  the  bottom  to  the  top  of  a  hill;*  telegraph-poles, 
wires  at  first  and  afterwards  attached  thereto;^  the  poles, 
wires,  and  lamps  erected  in  the  streets,  for  lighting  pur- 
poses, by  an  electric  light  company;*  fencing  materials 
on  a  farm  temporarily  detached  without  any  intent  of 
diverting  them  from  their  use  as  such;*  a  fence  inclosing 
a  field,  of  whatever  construction  and  material,  whether 
having  stakes  inserted  in  the  ground,  or  not;'"  hay-scales 
annexed  for  use  to  land  in  the  usual  manner  by  the 
owner  of  the  land,  with  no  purpose  of  removing  them;" 
boards  used  as  a  permanent  floor  in  a  corn-barn,  and 
stone  posts  on  a  farm  to  be  used  for  fences; "  unburut,  but 


'  Pierce  v.  George,  108  Mass.  78;  11 
Am.  Rep.  310. 

■•'  Holbrook  v.  Chamberlin,  116  Mass. 
155;  17  Am.  Rep.  146. 

3  Hunt  V.  MuUauphy,  1  Mo.  508;  14 
Am.  Dec.  300. 

*  Hart  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Mo.  App.  446; 
Van  Keuren  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  J.  L. 
165.  As  to  the  case  of  railroad  tracks, 
biiililings,  etc.,  placed  on  land  before 
or  pending  condenmation  proceedings, 
see  poxt.  Title  Eminent  Domain. 

°  Tyson  v.  Post,  108  N.  Y.  217;  2 
Am.  St.  Rep.  410. 

"Booraem  v.  Wood,  27  N.  J.  Eq. 
371. 

'New  York    etc.    B.    B.    Co.    «. 


Western  Union  Tel.  Co.,  36  Hun, 
205. 

*  Keating  Implement  and  Machine 
Co.  V.  Marshall  Electric  Light  and 
Power  Co.,  Tex.,  1889. 

»  Goodrich  v.  Jones.  2  Hill,  142. 

"  Smith  V.  Carroll,  4  G.  Greene,  146; 
Boon  V.  Orr,  4G.  Greene,  304;Glidden 
V.  Bennett,  43  N.  H.  306;  Wentz  v. 
Fincher,  12  Ired.  297;  55  Am.  Dec. 
416;  Emrich  v.  Ireland,  55  Miss.  370; 
Climer  v.  Wallace,  28  Mo.  556;  75 
Am.  Dec.  135. 

"  Dudley  V.  Foote,  63  N.  H.  57;  56 
Am.  Rep.  489;  Arnold  v.  Crowder,  81 
111.  56;  25  Am.  Rep.  260. 

^'^  Hackett  v.  Amaden,  57  Vt.  432. 
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not  burnt,  bricks  on  the  land;'  soil  removed  from  the 
land  of  one  person  and  placed  on  the  land  of  another, 
with  his  consent,  and  without  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  former  to  reclaim  it,  or  any  agreement  authorizing 
him  to  remove  it;''  an  iron  safe  which  has  been  incased 
in  a  brick  wall,  with  its  foundation  laid  in  bricks  and 
mortar  or  plaster;*  a  wooden  half-partition,  nailed  at  the 
ends  to  blocks  let  through  the  plastering,*and  at  the  bot- 
tom to  a  strip  of  board  nailed  to  the  floor;*  poles  used  in 
cultivating  hops,  though  taken  down  and  piled  on  the 
land;'  potash-kettles  set  in  masonry,  appertaining  to  an 
ashery,  though  not  fastened  to  the  building;*  a  copper 
kettle  or  boiler  in  a  brew-house;'  pumps,  cisterns,  iron 
gratings  and  doors  of  a  still-house,  distillery,  and  horse- 
mills;*  mirrors  set  in  walls  of  a  dwelling-house,  the  frames 
corresponding  with  the  cabinei-vvork  of  the  rooms,  and 
some  of  the  frames  being  arranged  for  hat-racks  and 
umbrella-stands,  and  the  removal  of  which  would  leave 
the  walls  unfinished;'  a  furnace  so  placed  in  a  house 
that  it  cannot  be  removed  without  injury  to  the  house;"* 
portable  hot-air  furnaces  used  for  warming  a  dwelling- 
house,  set  in  pits  prepared  for  them  in  the  cellar,  and 
kept  in  place  by  their  own  weight,  also  the  pipes  leading 
from  the  furnaces  to  the  chimney;"  a  heavy  stove  placed 
in  a  chimney  having  no  fire-place,  without  legs,  set  on 
brick-work,  with  a  short  funnel  bricked  around  in  the 
chimney,  so  as  to  render  it  doubtful  whether  it  could  be 

1    Har.  &  J. 


'  Lampton  v.  Preston,  1  J.  J.  Marsh. 
454;  19  Am.  Dec.   104. 

^  Lacu;itrino  Fertilizer  Co.  v.  Lake 
Guano  and  Fertilizer  Co.,  82  N.  Y. 
470. 

»  Folger  r.  Kenner,  24  La.  Ann.  436. 

*  McAuliffe  V.  Mann,  37  Midi.  539. 


•  Kirwan  v.   Latour, 
289;  2  Am.  Dec.  519. 

»  Ward  V.  Kilpatrick,  85  N.  Y.  413; 
39  Am.  Rep.  674;  Mackie  v.  Smith,  5 
La.  Ann.  717;  52  Am.  Dec.  615.  But 
mirrors  supported  hy  hooks  driven 
into   the  walls  are   not:  McKeage   v. 


»  Bishop  ».  Bishop,  11  N.  Y.  125;  62  Ins.    Co.,    81  N.  Y.  38;  37  Am.  Rep. 

Am.  Dec.  68;    Sullivan  v.   Toole,  26  471. 

Hun,  203.  '•  Main  v.  Schwarzwaelder,  4  E.  D. 

•Miller  V.   Plumh,  6  Cow.  665;  16  Smith,  273. 

Am.  Dec.  456.  >'  Stockwell  v.   Campbell,  38  Conn. 

•  Gray  i.  Holdship,  17   Serg.  A;  R.  362;  12  Am.  Rep.  393. 
413;  17  Am.  Dec.  680. 
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removed  without  disturbing  the  brick-work;*  the  kitchen 
range  and  boiler,  a  patent  water-filter,  tanks,  and  raos- 
quito-screens  of  a  hotel;*  a  cistern  standing  on  blocks  in 
the  cellar;'  tapestry,  pictures  in  panels,  frames  filled  with 
satin,  and  attached  to  the  walls,  statues,  figures,  vases,  and 
stone  garden-seats;*  a  church  organ.* 

But  the  following  are  not  fixtures:  Kails  not  in  a  fence;' 
posts  and  boards  on  a  farm  when  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  they  are  kept  for  the  purpose  of  fencing;'  rails  and 
brick  not  actually  or  constructively  annexed  to  the  realty;* 
old  rails,  the  refuse  material  of  a  fence  which  had  been 
removed;"  unattached  pieces  of  scantling,  used  on  a 
tobacco-farm  to  hang  tobacco  on,  and  put  up  and  taken 
down,  as  required  for  the  purpose  of  curing  the  tobacco; " 
the  rolling  stock  of  a  railroad;"  a  ferry-boat  run  by 
means  of  a  chain  supported  by  buoys,  and  fastened  upon 
an  island,  and  its  chain  and  buoys;  ^*  a  banker's  safe,  even 
though  bricked  up;*'  joists,  vats,  buckets,  pickets,  and 
faucets  of  a  still-house  not  fastened  to  the  freehold;"  a 
large  and  heavy  wooden  box,  lined  with  zinc,  which  is 
put  together  in  a  room  of  a  tavern,  and  used  for  an  ice- 
chest;"  casks  or  hogsheads,  fermenting-tubs,  and  a  cop- 
per cooler  used  in  a  brewery,  and  not  fastened  to  the 
freehold;*'  stills  set  up  in  furnaces,  in  the  usual  manner 
for  making  whisky;"  a  portable  hot-air  furnace, though 


>  Tuttle  V.  Robinson,  33  N.  H. 
104. 

^  Fratt  V.  Whittier,  58  Cal.  126;  41 
Am.  Rep.  251. 

«  Blethen  v.  Towle.  40  Me.  310. 

♦  D'Eyncourt  v.  Gregory,  L.  R.  5 
Eq.  382. 

=  Chapman  v.  Ins.  Co.,  4  111.  App. 
29;  Rogers  v.  Crow,  40  Mo.  91;  93 
Am.   Dec.  299. 

*  Robertson  v.  Phillips,  3  G.  Greene, 
220. 

'  "Vir.g  V.  Gray,  36  Vt.  261. 
Tliweat  V.  Stamps,  67  Ala.  96. 
'  railiugton    v.   Goodwin,    57    Vt 


'0  Noyes  v.  Terry,  1  Lans.  219. 

"  Randall  v.  El  well,  52  N.  Y.  521; 
11  Am.  Rep.  747;  Hoyle  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
54  N.  Y.  314;  13  Am.  Rep.  595. 

'■•'  Cowart  t>.  Cowart,  3  Lea,  57. 

'*  Moody  V.  Aiken,  50  Tex.  65. 

"  Kirwan  v.  Latour,  1  Har.  &  J. 
289;  2  Am.  Dec.  519. 

»*  Park  V.  Baker,  7  Allen,  78;  83 
Am.  Dec.  668. 

»6  Wolford  V.  Baxter,  33  Minn.  12; 
63  Am.  Rep.  1. 

"  Burk  V.  Baxter,  3  Mo.  207;  Moore 
V.  Smith,  24  111.  512;  Terry  r.  Robins, 
13  Miss.  291;  Cole  v.  Roach,  37  Tex. 
413. 
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connected  with  the  house;*  stoves  not  standing  in  their 
places,  but  put  away  for  the  summer  in  a  garret;''  a  port- 
able iron  furnace  for  heating  a  church,  standing  on  the 
cellar-floor,  and  held  in  position  by  its  own  weight,  and 
capable  of  being  detached,  and  also  its  pipes,  etc.,  with- 
out injury  to  the  building;'  a  stove  of  the  kind  known 
as  a  "Baltimore  Heater";  a  weather-vane  with  the  owner's 
name  on  it,  though  fastened  to  the  roof ;  *  a  bell,  though 
used  for  farm  purposes,  only  set  upon  posts,  and  not  per- 
manently affixed;*  a  sign-board  of  a  tavern  fixed  to  the 
outside  wall  by  iron  fasteners;'  settees  used  by  a  Sunday- 
school  society  in  its  sabbath-school  exercises,  but  not  at- 
tached to  the  building.^  Marble  slabs  on  a  counter  may 
or  may  not  be  fixtures,  according  to  whether  they  are 
necessary  or  only  ornamental." 


1  Towne  v.  Fiske,  127  Mass.  125;  34 
Am.  Rep.  35.3. 

"  Blethen  v.  Towle,  40  Me.  310. 

*  Rah  way  Sav.  Inst.  v.  Baptist 
Church,  36  N.  J,  Eq.  61. 

*  Harmony  Bidg.  Ass'n  v.  Berger,  99 
Pa.  St.  320. 

"  Cole  V.  Roach,  37  Tex.  413.  Aliter 
as  to  a  bell  liung  on  an  axle  resting  on 
and  hasped  to  a  wooden  frame  secured 


to  the  platform  of  a  cupola  by  cleats 
fastened  by  nails:  Weatou  v.  Weston, 
102  Mass.  514. 

« Ex  parte  Sheen,  43  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
638. 

^  Chapman  v.  Ins.  Co.,  4  111.  App. 
29. 

*  Harmonj  Building  Ass'n  v.  Berger, 
99  Pa.  St.  320.  See  Weston  v.  Wes- 
ton, 102  Mass.  514. 
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§  2920.  Mill-dams— Mill-sites. 
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prescription. 
8  2925.     By  acquiescence. 
§  2926.    Remedies  —  Damages. 

§  2906.  Watercourse  — What  is.— "A  watercourse  is 
a  stream  of  water,  usually  flowing  in  a  definite  channel, 
having  a  bed  and  sides  or  banks,  and  usually  discharging 
itself  into  some  other  stream  or  body  of  water.*"     Water 

>  Luther  v.  Winnisimmet,  9  Cush.     Wills  v.  Madison,  75  Ind.  253;  Eulrich 
174;  Ashley  v.  Wolcott,  11  Cush.  192;    v.  Richter,  41  Wis.   318;  Earl  v.  De 
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flowing  through  a  hollow  or  ravino  only  in  timo  of  rain 
or  molting  snows  is  not  a  watercourse.'  But  it  is  diiror- 
ent  where  surface-water,  supplied  by  rain  from  a  hilly 
region  or  high  bluffs,  by  natural  formation  of  the  ground, 
is  forced  to  seek  an  outlet  through  a  gorge  or  raviiio,  and 
by  its  flow  assumes  a  definite  channel  through  which  it 
escapes  at  regular  seasons,  and  such  has  always  been  the 
case  within  the  memory  of  men;'  or  where  water  having 
its  source  in  a  spring  takes  a  definite  channel;*  so  of  a 
lake,  when  fed  by  streams,  and  having  a  natural  channel, 
and  whose  waters  find  exit  by  percolation  in  a  perceptible 
current  through  a  bed  of  gravel.*  Novortneless,  the  mere 
flow  of  water  through  a  ravine  does  not  create  a  water- 
course;* nor  is  a  slough  which  originally  carries  no  water 


Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280;  72  Am.  Deo. 
3S>5;  Macomber  ?'.  fiotlfrey,  lOS  M;i8s. 
219;  11  Am.  R^p.  349;  Shields  v.  Arndt, 
3  N.  J.  Eq.  '2'M.  "  'A  watercourse  con- 
sists of  lied,  banks,  and  water;  yet  the 
water  need  not  flow  continually;  and 
there  are  many  watercourses  which  are 
Bometimea  dry'":  Fryer  v,  Warne,  29 
Wis.  515.  " '  A  channel  orcanal  for  the 
conveyance  of  water,  particularly  in 
draining  lands.'  It  may  be  natural,  as 
when  it  is  made  by  the  natural  flow  of 
the  water,  caused  by  the  general  su- 
perficies of  the  surrounding^  land,  from 
which  the  water  is  collected  into  one 
channel,  or  it  may  be  artificial,  as  in 
case  of  a  ditch  or  other  artificial  means 
used  to  divert  the  water  from  its  natu- 
ral channel,  or  to  carry  it  from  low 
lands,  from  which  it  will  not  flow  in 
consequence  of  the  natural  formation 
of  the  surface  of  the  surrounding  laud  "; 
Earl  V.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  '280;  72 
Am.  Dec.  395.  "It  must  flow  in  a deli- 
nite  channel,  having  a  bed,  sides,  or 
banks,  and  usually  discharge  itself  into 
some  other  stream  or  boily  of  water. 
It  must  be  something  more  than  a 
mere  surface  drainage  over  the  entire 
face  of  a  tract  of  land,  occasioned  by 
unusual  freshets  or  other  extraordinary 
causes.  It  does  not  include  the  water 
flowing  into  the  hollows  or  ravines  in 
land  wliich  is  the  mere  surface-water 
from  rain  or  melting  snow,  and  is  dis- 


charged through  them  from  a  higher 
to  a  lower  level,  but  which,  at  other 
times,  are  destitute  of  water.  Such 
hollows  or  ravines  are  not,  in  legal 
contemplation,  watercourses":  Hoyt 
V.  Hudson,  27  Wis.  (556;  9  Am.  Rep. 
473;  Joffers  v.  Jeffers,  107  N.  Y.  G.'iO; 
Shively  v.  Hume,  10  Or.  76;  Tuthill 
V.  Scott,  43  Vt.  525;  5  Am.  Rep.  301; 
Dickenson  v.  Worcester,  7  Allen,  19; 
Ashley  v.  Wolcott,  11  Cush.  192; 
Bangor  v.  Lansil,  51  Me.  525;  Oillett 
V.  Johnson,  30  Conn.  180;  KunfiPnian 
t'.  Griuswier,  26  Pa.  St.  407;  Curtis  v. 
Kcesler,  14  Barb.  511;  Macomber  v. 
Godfrey,  108  Mass.  219;  11  Am.  Rep. 
.349,  holding  that  a  brook  spreading 
itself  several  rods  wide,  without  de- 
flned  banks,  does  not  cease  to  be  a 
natural  'vatercourse  in  land  wherein 
it  resumes  a  iletined  channel. 

'  Waguei  I.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Hun, 
633. 

•■'Gibls  /.  Williams,  25  Kan.  210; 
37  Am.  V.ep.  241;  Palmer  v.  Waddle, 
22  Kan.  352;  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10 
Nev.  218. 

'  Pyle  V.  Richards,  17  Neb.  180. 

*  Hebron  Gravel  Road  Co.  v.  Har- 
vey, 90  Ind.  192;  46  Am.  Rep.  199. 

»  Earl  V.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280; 
72  Am.  Dec.  395;  Wagner  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
2  Hun,  0.33;  .Tones  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
Mo.  App.  251;  Gregory  v.  Bush,  64 
Mich.  37;  8  Am.  St.^Rep.  797. 
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of  its  own,  but  simply  nets  as  a  conduit  l)y  which  occa- 
sionally sonio  of  the  llood-wator  of  a  navigahlo  river  es- 
capes into  the  lower  lands  adjoining;'  nor  water  flowing 
in  no  defined  channel,  and  the  course  of  which  can  be 
traced  only  by  the  deeper  green  of  the  grass  which  it 
moistens.' 


§  2907.  Artificial  Watercourses.  —  Artificial  water- 
courses  are  those  where  either  their  source  or  supply,  or 
the  channel  through  which  the  water  flows,  is  provided 
by  other  than  natural  causes.'  Such  watercourses  are 
usually  found  where  by  statute,  or  by  contract  with  the 
owners  of  the  bed  of  a  stream,  tlie  channel  is  changed  and 
the  water  turned  into  a  new  one.  Where  a  person  makes 
an  artificial  watercourse,  as  by  draining  his  lands,  or  al- 
lowing the  water  on  his  lands  to  escape  into  a  natural 
watercourse,  whereby  the  flow  is  so  increased  as  to  make  it 
available  for  mill  or  other  purposes,  no  rights  are  acquired, 
either  on  the  part  of  the  owners  of  lands  through  which 
the  waters  escape,  or  in  behalf  of  those  who  have  erected 
mills  upon  the  natural  stream,  relying  upon  the  supply 
of  water  afforded  by  the  artificial  source,  which  will  pre- 
vent the  owners  of  the  property  upon  which  the  water 
originates  from  diverting  it  or  stopping  it  altogether.* 


'  Lamb  v.  Reclamation  District,  73 
Cal.  125;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  775. 
■'  Bloo.lgood  V.  Ayers,  108  N.  Y.  400; 

2  Am.  St.  Rep.  443. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  456. 

♦  Norton  v.  Voleutine,  14  Vt.  239; 
39  Am.  Dec.  220;  Greatrex  v.  Hay- 
ward,    8   Ex.    2U1;    Wood   v.    Waud, 

3  Ex.  748;  Sampson  r.  Hoddinott, 
1  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  590;  Curtiss  v. 
Ayrault,  47  N.  Y.  73;  VVatkins  t>. 
Peck,  13  N.  H.  .%0;  40  Am.  Dec.  156; 
Hanson  v.  McCue.  42  Cal.  303;  10 
Am.  Rep.  299;  Arkwright  v.  Gell,  5 
Mees.  &  W.  203,  the  court  saying: 
"iSuppose  a  steam-engine  is  used  by 
the  owner  of  a  mine  to  drain  it,  and 
the  water  pumped  up  flows  in  a 
chanuel  to  the  estate  of  an  adjoining 


land-owner,  and  is  there  used  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  for  twenty  ye^ra, 
is  it  possible  from  such  a  user  to  pre- 
sume a  grant  by  the  owner  of  the 
steam-engine  of  the  right  to  the  water 
in  perpetuity,  so  as  to  bunlen  himself 
and  the  assigns  of  his  mine  with  the 
obligation  to  keep  a  steam-engine 
forever,  for  the  benefit  of  the  land- 
owner? Or  if  the  water  from  the 
spout  of  the  eaves  of  a  row  of  houses 
was  to  flow  into  an  adjoining  yard, 
and  be  there  used  by  its  occupants  for 
twenty  years  for  domestic  purposes, 
could  it  be  successfully  contended  that 
the  owners  of  the  houses  had  con- 
tracted an  obligation  not  to  alter  their 
construction  so  as  to  impair  the  flow 
of  water?    Clearly  not.    In  all,  the 
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But  he  cannot  claim  compensation  from  one  who  makes 
use  of  such  artificial  watercourse.*  But  a  person  may 
make  a  new  watercourse  upon  his  own  land,  and  withhold 
its  use  from  all  those  who  will  not  make  compensation, 
and  authorize  its  use'  by  those  who  will.*  The  right  to 
exact  a  toll  must  be  established  by  proof  that  the  same 
was  exposed  and  offered  for  the  use  of  all  at  a  fixed  com- 
pensation.* One  who  obstructs  the  flow  of  rivers  or 
streams  over  their  accustomed  beds,  so  as  to  prevent 
them  from  being  used  as  formerly,  and  turns  them  into 
a  new  channel,  thereby  authorizes  the  public  to  make  the 
same  use  of  them  in  the  new  channel  as  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  do  in  the  old.^  So  where  a  person  opens, 
even  for  temporary  purposes,  a  spring  of  water  which 
overflows  and  passes  off'  in  a  regular  channel  over  the 
land  of  another  for  twenty  years,  if  from  its  nature  the 
supply  will  not  be  stopped  except  from  natural  causes;  if 
the  stream  is  allowed  to  flow  thus  during  the  statutory 
period,  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which  the  supply 
originates  would  be  estopped  from  cutting  it  off.' 


§  2908.  Right  of  Adjoining^  Proprietor  as  to  Extent 
—  Fresh-water  Lakes  and  Ponds. —  In  the  case  of  fresh- 
water lakes  and   large  ponds,  the  boundary    of   private 

nature  of  the  case  distinctly  shows 
that  no  right  is  required  as  against  the 
owner  of  the  property  from  which  the 
course  of  water  takes  its  origin,  though 
as  between  the  first  and  any  subsequent 
appropriator  of  the  watercourse  itself, 
such  a  right  may  be  acquired." 

'  W'  herby  v.  Meiklejohn,  56  Wis. 
73. 

'  Dwinel  v.  Barnard,  28  Me.  554;  48 
Am.  Dec.  508. 

*  D\/inel  v.  Barnard,  28  Me.  554; 
48  Am.  Dec.  508. 

'  Dwinel  v.  Barnard,  28  Me.  554; 
48  Am.  Dec.  508;  Townsend  v.  Mc- 
Donald, 12  N.  Y.  381;  64  Am.  Dec. 
608. 

"  Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748;  Beea- 


ton  V.  Weate,  6  El.  &  B.  986;  Watkins 
V.  Peck,  13  N.  H.  360;  40  Am.  Dec. 
156;  Sampson  r.  Hoddinott,  1  Com.  B., 
N.  S.,  590;  Greatrex  v.  Hay  ward,  8 
Ex.  291;  Gaved  v.  Marty n,  13  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  74;  Magor  v.  Chadwick,  11 
Ad.  &  E.  584,  the  court  saying:  "The 
imputed  misdirection  is,  that  the  law 
of  watercourses  is  the  same,  whether 
natural  or  artificial.  We  think  this 
was  no  misdirection,  but  clearly  right. 
The  contrary  proposition,  that  a  water- 
course, of  whatever  antiquity,  and.  in 
whatever  degree  enjoyed  oy  numerous 
persons,  cannot  be  so  enjoyed  as  to 
confer  a  right  to  the  use  of  the  water, 
if  proved  to  have  been  originally  arti- 
ficial, seems  to  us  quite  indefensible." 
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ownership  is  low-water  mark.^  Other  cases  hold  it  to  be 
the  point  where  the  water  usually  stands  when  free  from 
disturbing  causes.*  In  Michigan  it  is  held  that  the  bed 
of  those  little  lakes  through  which  rivers  flow,  and  whicii 
are  in  the  nature  of  expansions  of  the  rivers  themselves, 
belong  to  the  bi.nk  proprietors,  subject  to  the  public 
rights  therein." 


'  Waterman  v.  Johnson,  13  Pick. 
201;  C'uinmiiiga  v.  Barrett,  10  Cush. 
18(5;  Cliampl.iin  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Valeiitiue,  19  liarb.  481;  Canal 
Comin'r!)  V.  People,  5  Wend.  423; 
Wheeler  v.  Spiuola,  54  M.  Y.  377; 
Austin  V.  R.  11.  Co.,  45  V^  205; 
Fletolier  V.  Phelps  28  Vt.  257;  Jake- 
way  V.  IJarrett,  38  Vt.  310;  Seaman 
V.  Smith,  24  III.  521.  Tlie  rights  of 
riparian  owners  attach  as  well  to  an 
artilicial  pond  made  by  an  obstruction 
of  a  watercourse  as  to  a  jtream  of 
running  water:     Finley  v.   Herahey, 

41  Iowa,  380;  Attorney-General  v. 
Jamaica  Pond  etc.  Co.,  133  Mass. 
301. 

^  Sloan  r.  Biemiller,  34  Ohio  St.  492; 
State  V.  (jilmanton,  9  N.  H.  401;  State 
V.  Franklin  Falls  Co.,  49  N.  H.  240;  6 
Am.  Rep.  513;  Diedrich  v.  R.  R.  Co., 

42  Wis.  248;  24  Am.  Rep.  399;  Trus- 
tees of  Schools  V.  Schroll,  120111.  509; 
60  Am.  Rep.  575;  Seaman  v.  Smith, 
24  111.  521,  the  court  saying:  "The 
great  lakes  of  the  north  present  ques- 
tions affecting  riparian  rights  that  are 
different  from  those  arising  under 
bdiiiularies  on  the  sea,  npon  rivers,  or 
other  running  streams.  They  have 
neiilier  appreciable  tides  nor  currents, 
nor  are  they  affected,  like  running 
sti-eiins,  by  rises  and  falls  produced 
by  a  wet  or  dry  season.  Yet  the 
rules  that  govern  boundaries  on  the 
ocean  govern  this  case.  A  grant  giv- 
in  15  ( 'le  ocean  or  a  bay  as  the  boundary, 
b}'  the  common  law  carries  it  down  to 
onliuary  higli-water  mark.  The  doc- 
trine, it  is  believed,  is  well  settled, 
that  t!ie  point  at  which  th  j  tide  usu- 
iiliy  flows  is  the  boundary  of  a  grant  to 
iu  shore.  As  tiie  tide  ebbs  an  flows 
at  short  and  regularly  recurring  pe- 
rioils  to  the  same  points,  a  portion  of 
the  tthore  is  alternately  sea  and  dry 


land.     Thig,  being  unfit  for  cultivation 
cr  other  private  use,  is  held  not  to  be 
the  subject  of  private  ownership,  but 
belongs  to  the  public.     Wlien  the  ad- 
jacent owner's  land  is  bounded  by  the 
sea  or  one  of  its   bays,    the   line  to 
which   the  water   maj*    be  driven  by 
storms,  or  unusually  high  tides,  is  not 
adopted     as  the    boundary.     On   the 
contrary,    the     ordinary    high-water 
mark   indicated  by  the  usual  rise  of 
the  tide  is  his  boundary.     The  princi- 
ple, however,  which  retpiires  that  the 
usual    high-water  mark  is  the  boun- 
dary on  the  sea,  and  not  the  highest 
or    lowest    point    to    which    it    rises 
or  recedes,    applies   in   this  case,  al- 
though this  body  of  water  has  no  ap- 
preciable  tides.     Here,  as  there,   the 
highest  point  to  which  storms  or  other 
extraordinary  disturbing  causes   may 
drive  the  water  on  the  si- ore,  should 
not  be  regarded  as  the   point  where 
the  owner's  rights  terminate,  nor  yet 
should   it   be  extended   to  the  lowest 
point  to  which  it   may  recede   from 
like  disturbing  causes.     But  it  should 
be  at  that  Ime  where  the  water  usu- 
ally stands  when  unaffected   by  any 
disturbing  cause.     The  portion  of  the 
soil  which  is  only  seldom  covered  with 
water  may  be  valuable  for  cultivation 
or  other  private  purposes.     And  the 
line  at  wliich   it  usually  stands,  unaf- 
fected by  storms  and  otiier  causes,  rep- 
resents the  ordinary  high-water  mark 
on  the  ocean,  and  the  point  between 
the  highest  and  lowest  water-marks 
produced  by  the  tides.     Again,  where 
IS  the  lake  as  called  for  by  the  deed  f 
A  fair  and  reasonable  construction  of 
the  language,  running  to  the  lake,  and 
with  the  lake,  would   mean   to  that 
place  where  its  outer  edge  is  usually 
fouml." 
*  Rice  V.  Ruddiman,  10  Mich.  125. 


;§  2909,  2910 


WATERCOURSES. 


4754 


§2909.  Fresh-water  Streams. — The  owner  of  the 
bank  of  a  fresh- water  stream  owns  to  the  middle  or  thread 
of  the  stream,'  although  the  United  States  survey,  under 
which  they  hold,  meandered  the  bank,  and  the  bed  of  the 
stream  was  not  in  terms  conveyed.^  In  some  states,  how- 
ever, a  different  rule  is  applied;  and  it  is  held  that,  in  the 
case  of  large  rivers  whose  chief  characteristic  is  their 
navigability,  the  line  of  private  ownership  is  the  bank, 
and  not  the  thread,  of  the  stream.' 

§  2910.  Where  Tide  Ebbs  and  Plows.  —  On  waters 
where  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows,  the  line  of  high-water 
mark  is  the  boundary  of  the  adjoining  proprietor's 
ownership.*  But  in  some  states  this  rule  is  modified  by 
statute  or  by  custom." 

1  Welles  V.  Bailey,  65  Conn.  292;  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  48;  Palmer  v.  Mulligan, 
3  Caines,  307;  2  Am.  Dec.  270;  Jackaon 
V.  Halstead,  5  Cow.  216;  Home  v. 
Richards,  4  Call,  441;  2  Am.  Dec.  574; 
Browne  v.  Kennedy,  5  Har.  &  J.  195; 
9  Am.  Dec.  503;  Arnold  v.  Mundy,  6 
N.  J.  L.  1;  10  Am.  Dec.  556;  Gough  v. 
Bell,  21  N.  J.  160;  Young  v.  Harrison, 
6  Ga.  141;  Adams  v.  Pease,  2  Conn. 
281;  Rice  v.  Ruddiman,  10  Mich.  126; 
Hayes  v.  Bowman,  1  Rand.  417;  Mc- 
Cullough  V.  Wall,  4  Rich.  68;  53  Am. 
Dec.  715;  Norway  Plains  Co.  v.  Brad- 
ley, 52  N.  H.  85;  Boston  v.  Richard- 
son, 105  Mass.  351;  Houck  v.  Yates, 
82  111.  179;  Delaplaine  t>.  R.  R.  Co., 
42  Wis.  214;  24  Am.  Rep.  386;  Morgan 
V.  Redding,  3  Smedes  &  M.  366;  Mag- 
nolia V.  Marshall,  39  Miss.  109;  Birney 
V.  Snyder,  3  Bush,  266;  Granger  v. 
Avery,  64  Me.  292;  O'Fallon  v.  Dag- 
gett, 4  Mo.  343;  39  Am.  Dec.  640; 
Ross  V.  Faust,  54  Ind.  471;  23  Am. 
Rep.  655;  People  v.  Piatt,  17  Johns. 
19.5;  8  Am.  Dec.  3S2;  Ingraham  v. 
Wilkinson,  4  Pick.  268;  16  Am.  Dec. 
342;  Knight  v.  Wilder,  2  Cush.  199; 
48  Am.  Dec.  660;  Brown  v.  Chad- 
bourne,  31  Me.  9;  50  Am.  Dec.  641; 
Stuart  V.  Clark,  2  Swan,  9;  58  Am. 
Dec.  49.  And  this  rule  applies,  re- 
gariUess  of  the  size  or  importance  of 
the  river:  Baily  ».  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Harr. 
(Del.)  389;  Berry  v.  Snyder,  3  Bush, 


266;  96  Am.  Dec.  219;  Dwyer  v.  Rich, 
I.  R.  4  C.  L.  424;  Rundle  v.  Canal  Co., 
1  Wall.  Jr.  275;  Ailams  v.  Pease,  2 
Coim.  481;  Schurmeier  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Minn.  82;  88  Am.  Dec.  59;  Houck 
V.  Yates,  82  111.  179;  Arnold  v.  El- 
more,  16  Wis.  509;  Gas  Light  Co.  v. 
Industrial  Works,  28  Mich.  182;  Lor- 
man  r.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18;  77  Am. 
Dec.  435. 

»  Ross  V.  Faust,  54  Ind.  471;  23  Am. 
Rep.  655. 

»  Wood  V.  Fowler,  26  Kan.  682;  40 
Am.  Rep.  330;  Wilson  v.  Forbes,  2 
Dev.  30;  Collins  v.  Benbury,  3  Ired. 
277;  38  Am.  Dec.  722;  Fagan  r.  Ariiii- 
stead,  11  Ired.  433;  McMauus  v.  Car- 
michael,  3  Iowa,  57;  Four  ten  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  32  Iowa,  106;  Houghton  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  47  Iowa,  370;  Sherlock  v.  Bain- 
bridge,  41  Ind.  35;  13  Am.  Rep.  302; 
Zug  V.  Commonwealth,  70  Pa.  St.  13S; 
People  V.  Canal  Appraisers,  33  N.  Y. 
461;  Barney  V.  Keokuk,  94  U.  S.  324. 

♦Pollard  V.  Hogan,  3  How.  212; 
Martin  v.  Waddell,  16  Pet.  3G7;  State 
V.  Jersey  City,  25  N.  J.  L.  575;  86  Am. 
Dec.  240;  East  Hampton  v.  Kirk,  68 
N.  Y.  459;  Storer  v.  Freeman,  6  Mass. 
436;  4  Am.  Dec.  155;  Hagan  v.  Camp- 
bell, 8  Port.  9;  33  Am.  Dec.  267; 
Stuart  V.  Clark,  2  Swan,  9;  58  Am. 
Dec.  49.     See  post,  Navijrable  Waters. 

»  Gough  V.  Bell,  22  N.J.  L.  441;  Bell 
V.  Gough,  23  N.  J.  L.  624;  Coinuion- 
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§  2911.  Where  Water  and  Land  are  in  different  Pro- 
prietors.— A  deed  of  the  land  over  and  along  which 
water  runs  conveys  also  all  the  usufructuary  interest  or 
property  in  the  water;*  but  a  deed  of  the  water,  or  the 
usufructuary  interest  therein,  does  not  pass  the  title  to 
soil  over  which  tha  water  flows.^  One  person  may  be  the 
owner  of  the  soil  over  which  a  stream  flows,  and  yet  have 
no  interest  in  the  water  that  flows  there;  or  he  may  have 
a  partial  interest  therein,  according  to  the  terms  or  con- 
ditions of  the  grant  by  which  he  holds  the  soil.  But 
it  is  not  water  itself,  but  the  beneficial  uses  to  which  it 
may  be  applied  by  the  owner  of  the  land  while  passing 
over  the  soil,  that,  becomes  the  subject  of  traflSc'  Water 
has  value  as  a  distinct  inheritance,  and  a  right  to  the  per- 
petual use  thereof  need  not  be  dependent  on  lands  to 
which  it  is  appurtenant.  Cases  seemingly  to  the  con- 
trary are  generally  where  the  facts  confine  the  use  not 
only  to  special  places,  but  also  to  specified  purposes.  In 
many  instances  the  right  to  use  and  dispose  of  water  may 
not  only  be  more  valuable  than  any  land  which  is  occu- 
pied for  its  gathering  and  disposal,  but  it  is  also  of  special 
value  to  be  taken  to  a  distance  and  parceled  out  among 
several  users  or  occupants.  Its  ownership  cannot  be 
confined  to  a  right  in  the  nature  of  a  license,  and  is  as 
much  a  title  or  interest  of  a  real  nature  as  land  itself.* 

§  2912.  Boundaries.  —  A  grant  or  conveyance  of  land 
lying  along  a  non-navigable  stream,  and  bounded  by  it, 


wealth  V.  Vincent,  108  Mass.  441; 
I'arker  v.  Cutler  Mill  Dam  Co.,  20  Me. 
liolJ;  37  Am.  Dec.  56;  Nudd  v.  Hobbs, 
17  N.  H.  524. 

'  Browne  v.  Kennedy,  5  Har.  9c  J . 
105;  9  Am.  Dec.  503:  Canal  Comm'rs  v. 
People,  5  Wend.  423;  Van  Gorden  v. 
Jaokson,  5  Johns.  440. 

'  BuUen  v.  Runnels,  2  N.  H.  255;  9 
Am.  Dec.  55. 

"  Wood  V.  Waud,  3  Ex.  748;  Mason 
V.  Uill,  6  B»rii.  it  Ad.  1;  Clinton  v. 


Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511;  7  Am.  Rep.  373; 
Sury  V.  Piggott,  Poph.  169;  Brown  v. 
Best,  1  Wils.  174;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson, 

4  Mason,  397. 

♦  Kail  V.  Ionia,  38  Mich.  493;  citing 
Hathaway  v.  Mitchell,  34  Mich.  164; 
Hnrd  V.  Curtis,  7  Met.  94;  Pettee  r. 
Hawes,  13  Pick.  323;  Cary  v.  Daniels, 

5  Met.  236;  Goodrich  v.  Burbank,  12 
Allen,  459;  90  Am.  Dec.  161;  Owen 
V.  Field,  102  Mass.  90;  £mer»oa  v. 
Mooney,  60  N.  H.  316. 
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passes  to  the  grantee  the  soil  to  the  middle  thereof.'  A 
boundary  by  a  line  running  "to  the  river,  and  thence  on 
the  river  shore/'  conveys  to  the  center  of  the  stream.^ 
But  the  rule  that  a  deed  bounding  upon  a  stream  carries 
the  land  under  water  to  the  thread  of  the  stream  does 
not  apply  to  conveyances  of  land  bounded  by  navigable 
streams.'  A  conveyance  includes  land  to  low-water  mark 
where  the  land  is  bounded  "by  the  sea  or  beach."*  So  a 
conveyance  of  lands  bordering  on  flats  of  a  river  passes  the 
flats  as  appurtenances,  unless  they  are  expressly  excluded.^ 
A  deed  describing  a  boundary  as  following  the  course  of 
a  river  preserves  the  boundary  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  the  deed,  and  is  not  changed  by  excessive 
floods  causing  such  stream  to  desert  its  bed,  and  producing 
violent  and  visible  alterations  in  its  course.'  A  boundary 
stated  to  be  high-water  mark  does  not  fluctuate  with  the 
advancing  or  receding  shore  line." 

§  2913.  Accretion — Alluvion  —  Reliction. — The  slow 
and  imperceptible  deposit,  by  water,  of  solid  material, 
whether  mud,  sand,  or  sediment,  so  as  to  cause  that  to 
become  dry  land  which  was  before  covered  by  water,  is 
termed  alluvion.  It  becomes  the  property  of  the  owner  of 
the  property  of  the  shore  line,  for  as  he  is  exposed  to  loss  by 


'  Browne  r.  Kennedy,  5  Har.  &  J. 
]05;  9  Am.  Dec.  503;  Ex  parte  Jen- 
nings, 6  Cow.  518;  16  Am.  Dec.  447; 
Chase  v.  Haight,  3  Wend.  635;  Varick 
V.  Smith,  5  Paige,  143;  28  Am.  Dec. 
417;  Lowell  v.  Robinson,  16  Me.  357; 
33  Am.  Doc.  671;  Cold  Spring  Iron 
Works  V.  Tolland,  9  Cush.  496;  Luce 
V.  Carley,  '24  Wend.  451;  35  Am.  Dec. 
637;  Wdliama  v.  Buchanan,  1  Ired. 
635;  35  Am.  Dec.  760;  McCuIlough  v. 
Wall.  4  Rich.  68;  53  Am.  Dec.  715; 
Norcro-<s  v.  frriffiths,  65  Wis.  699;  56 
Am.  Dec.  642;  Paul  v.  Carter,  26  Pa. 
St.  223;  66  Am.  Dec.  413;  Cole  v. 
WelLs,  49  iMich.  450;  Day  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  44  Ohio  St.  406;  Phinuey  v. 
W^itts,  9  Gray,  269:  69  Am.  Dec. 
288;  Pi|jer  v.  Cuuuelly,  108  111. 
646. 


'  Sleeper  v.  Laconia,  60  N.  H.  201; 
49  Am.  Rep.  311. 

'  Ex  parte  Jennings,  6  Cow.  518;  16 
Am.  Dec.  447;  Middletowu  v.  Sage,  8 
Conn.  221;  Canal  Commissioners  etc. 
V.  People,  5  Wend.  423;  Adams  v. 
Pease,  2  Conn.  481;  Carson  v.  Blazer, 
2  Binn.  475;  4  Am.  Dec.  463;  Shrunk 
V.  Schuylkill  Nav.  Co.,  14  Serg.  &  R. 
71;  Bail  V.  Slack,  2  Whart.  508;  30 
Am.  Dec.  278;  Catea  v.  Wadlingtou,  1 
McConl,  5t)0;  10  Am.  Dec.  699. 

♦  Doaue  n.  Wiilcutt,  5  Gray,  328;  66 
Am.  Dec.  369. 

*  Jones  V.  Janney,  8  Watts  &  S.  436; 
42  Am.  Dec.  309. 

«  Lyncli  V.  Allen,  4  Dev.  *  B  62;  .32 
Am.  Dec.  671;  Cook  o.  MeCiure,  53 
N.  Y.  437;  17  Am.  Rep.  270. 

'  Nixou  V.  Walter,  41  N.  J.  Eij.  103. 
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reason  of  his  contiguity  to  the  water,*  he  should  be  allowed 
to  reap  the  corresponding  benefit  that  may  be  occasioned 
by  its  presence.^  Reliction  differs  from  alluvion  in  this, 
that  the  term  is  applied  to  land  made  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  waters  by  which  it  was  previously  covered.  Title 
to  land  thus  made  will  vest  in  the  adjacent  proprietor,  if 
the  withdrawal  of  the  waters  was  "slow,  gradual,  and  im- 
perceptible."' If  accretions  are  formed  on  the  shore  of 
non-navigable  ponds  by  slow  degrees,  or  if  the  bed  is 
uncovered  by  the  gradual  recession  of  the  waters,  the 
laud  thus  made  or  recovered  belongs  to  the  adjoining 
proprietor.*  The  proprietor  of  lands  bounded  by  a  stream 
of  water  is  entitled  to  all  accretions  thereto  caused  by  the 
deposition  of  alluvion  thereon,  without  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  such  accretions  were  formed  solely  by 
natural  causes  or  by  such  causes  influenced  by  the  arti- 
ficial works  of  others,  and  without  regard  to  the  question 
whether  such  stream  is  navigable  or  not.*  Where  a  river 
suddenly  abandons  its  bed,  the  title  to  the  soil  remains  as 
it  was,  and  does  not  change.'     If  land  once  submerged  by 


'  HoUister  v.  Union  Co.,  9  Conn.  4.36; 
25  Am.  Dec.  37.  The  state  owns  land 
subinergeil  by  the  gradual  advance  of 
the  sea:  Wilson  «.  Shiveley,  II  Or.  215, 

'^  New  Orleans  v.  United  States,  10 
Pet.  717;  Giraud  v.  Hill,  1  Gill  &  J. 
241);  Patterson  v.  Gelston,  23  Md.  447; 
Smith  V.  Public  Schools,  30  Mo.  290; 
De  Lord  v.  New  Orleans,  11  La.  Ann. 
690;  Chapman  v.  Hoskins,  2  Md.  Ch. 
485;  Benson  v.  Morrow,  61  Mo.  353; 
Morgan  v.  Livingston,  6  Mart.  19; 
Deertield  «.  Arms,  17  Pick.  41;  28 
Am.  Dec.  276;  Barney  v.  Keokuk,  94 
U.  S.  324;  Gerrish  v.  Clough,  48  N.  H. 
9;  97  Am.  Dec.  501;  Niehaus  v.  Shep- 
liurd,  26  Ohio  St.  45;  Lamuiers  v.  Nis- 
sen,  4  Neb.  245;  Mento  v.  Delaney,  7 
Or.  S37;  Hopkins  Academy  v.  Dicken- 
Eoii,  9  Cush.  544;  Saulet  v.  Shepherd, 
4  W'M.  502;  Jones  v.  Soulard,  24  How. 
41;  Schools  i'.  Risley,  10  Wall.  110; 
Cininty  of  St.  Claire  v.  Lovingston,  23 
AViiU.  OS;  Spigener  v.  Conner,  8  Rich. 
.3ul;  04  Am.  Dec.  755;  A'liuns  v. 
Fruthingham,  3  Mass.  352;  3  Am.  Dec. 


151;  Hagan  v.  Campbell,  8  Port.  9; 
33  Am.  Dec.  267;  Municipality  No.  2 
V.  Cotton  Press,  18  La.  122;  36 
Am.  Dec.  625;  Stephenson  v.  Goflf,  10 
Koo.  (La.)  99;  43  Am.  Dec.  171;  God- 
frey V.  City  of  Alton,  12  111.  29;  52 
Am.  Dec.  476;  Batchelder  v.  Keniston, 
51  N.  H.  496;  12  Am.  Rep.  143;  Cam- 
den etc.  Land  Co.  v.  Lippincott,  45 
N.  J.  L.  405.  As  to  the  method  of 
dividing  laud  thus  formed  among  dif- 
erent  proprietors,  see  Kerr  v.  Suyder, 
114111.  313;  55  Am.  Rep.  806;  DeerHeld 
V.  Arms,  17  Pick.  41;  2S  Am.  Dec.  276. 

*  Warren  v.  Chambers,  25  Ark.  120; 
4  Am.  Rep.  23;  Murray  v.  Sermon,  1 
Hawks,  56;  Banks  v.  Ogden,  2  Wall. 
67;  Boorman  v.  Sumucks,  42  Wis.  235. 

*  Boorman  v,  Sumucks,  42  Wis.  233; 
Jones  V.  Johnson,  18  How.  150. 

*  Lovingston  v.  St.  Clair  Co.,  64  111. 
56;  16  Am.  Rep.  523;  23  Wall.  46. 

«  Lynch  v.  Allen,  4  Dev.  &  B.  62;  32 
Am.  Dec.  671;  Norrebury  v.  Short,  17 
Vt.  387;  Spigener  v.  Coouer,  8  Rich. 
301;  64  Am.  Dec.  755. 
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the  sea  is  left  again  by  its  receding,  it  retiT-ns  to  the 
owner  if  he  can  locate  it.*  It  has  been  held  that  a  grant 
could  not  be  made  in  front  of  the  water  line,  so  as  to  cut 
off  the  bank-owner's  right  to  alluvion.'^ 

Most  of  the  cases  relating  to  alluvion  relate  to  rivers; 
but  the  same  rules  apply  as  to  alluvion  formed  by  the  sea 
or  by  lakes,  whether  navigable  or  not.'  But  it  is  held  in 
some  states  that  alluvion  formed  on  the  shores  of  a  lake 
does  not  belong  to  the  owners  of  land  fronting  on  the 
lake.  It  is  the  accretion  formed  by  rivers  and  streams 
only  that  belongs  to  adjacent  proprietors.*  If  there  are 
islands  in  the  river,  they  belong  to  the  owner  of  the  bank 
on  whose  £  -'  the  center  they  lie;  or  if  they  divide  the 

main  chai  .  V  ey  will  themselves  be  divided  in  owner- 
ship  between  the  bank  proprietors.'  But  islands  spring- 
ing up  in  iu.i'^i'-^ble  <^  -^ams  —  such  as  the  Missouri  River 
—  belong  to  the  United  Slates,  and  do  not  belong  to  the 
owners  of  other  islands  to  which  they  may  gradually  be- 
come annexed;  and  so  of  accretions  to  an  unnumbered 
and  unsurveyed  island  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
But  accretions  formed  upon  an  island  belonging  to  a 
private  person  are  the  property  of  such  person,  whether 
formed  gradually  or  suddenly.*  Sea-weed  thrown  on  land 
by  the  sea  is  an  accretion,  and  belongs  to  the  owner  of  the 
soil.^  Where  soil  has  been  wrongfully  deposited  by  human 
hands  in  the  ocean  or  other  public  waters,  in  front  of  the 


'  Murphy  v.  Norton,  61  How.  Pr. 
197;  29  Hun,  660. 

*  Murray  v.  Lennon,  1  Hawks,  56; 
Municipality  No.  2  v.  Cotton  Press, 
18  La.  122;  36  Am.  Dee.  624;  Bekl- 
ing  V.  State,  25  Ark.  315;  4  Am.  Kep. 
26.  But  see  Cook  v.  McClure,  58 
N.  Y.  437;  17  Am.  Rep.  270. 

•  King  V.  Yarborough,  3  Barn.  &  C. 
91;  Banks  v.  Ogden,  2  Wall.  68;  War- 
ren V.  Chambers,  25  Ark.  120;  4  Am. 
Rep.  23. 

♦  Zeller  v.  Southern  Yacht  Club,  34 
La.  Aun.  837;  Hodges  v.  Williams,  95 
N.  C.  331;  59  Am.  Rep.  243. 


*  Ingraham  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Pick. 
268;  16  Am.  Dec.  342;  Trustees  v. 
Dickinson,  9  Cush.  548;  Deertield  v. 
Anns,  17  Pick.  41;  28  Am.  Dec.  276; 
Giraud  v.  Hughes,  1  Gill  &  J.  24!); 
Claremont  v.  Carlton,  2  N.  H.  .369;  9 
Am.  Dec.  88;  McCullough  v.  Wall,  4 
Rich.  68;  53  Am.  Dec.  715. 

*  Benson  v.  Morrow,  61  Mo.  345; 
Wiggeiihorn  v.  Kountz,  23  Neb.  690;  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  150. 

'  Emans  v.  TurnbuU,  2  Johns.  313;  3 
Am.  Dec.  427. 
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uplands,  so  that  the  water  line  is  carried  farther  out,  th.e 
same  rule  applies  as  wlien  such  a  deposit  has  been  grad- 
ually made  by  natural  causes.*  The  rule  for  distribution 
of  alluvial  accretion  formed  on  lands  bordering  on  un- 
navigablo  river  owned  by  coterminous  proprietors  is,  to 
extend  the  side  lines  of  each  owner  to  the  nearest  river 
bank,  giving  to  each  that  part  of  the  accretion  formed  in 
front  of  his  own  land.^  But  the  right  to  accretions,  as 
riuch,  in  the  bed  of  a  river,  depends  on  actual  contiguity. 
Any  separation  of  the  claimant's  land  from  the  allu- 
vion by  the  land  of  another  defeats  the  claim.'  A  lot 
bounded  by  a  street  which  faces  on  the  water  is  not  entitled 
to  the  alluvion  that  may  be  formed  on  the  water  side  of 
the  street.*  So  where  the  bordering  land  has  been  sold,  the 
original  estate  of  which  it  formed  a  part  has  no  right  of 
alluvion.'  As  a  river  changes  its  course  and  its  center, 
the  riparian  right  to  accretions  changes.  And  where  a 
lot  not  originally  riparian  becomes  so  by  the  changes  in 
the  river,  such  lot  acquires  the  riparian  right  to  accre- 
tions.** The  title  to  accretions  is  held  subject  to  the  same 
encumbrances  and  with  the  benefit  of  the  same  rights  as 
the  title  to  the  land  to  which  the  accretion  is  made.^ 

Illustrations. — An  act  of  Congress  laying  out  a  city  pro- 
vided that  a  strip  of  land  along  the  river  should  be  reserved  for 
public  use.  Held,  that  the  natural  accretions  from  the  river 
partook  of  the  same  character  as  the  original  strip:  Cook  v.  Bur- 
lington, 30  Iowa,  94;  6  Am.  Rep.  649.  The  sea  had  cut  off  the 
sea  front  of  the  mainland  between  certain  points,  and  after- 
wards a  beach  was  re-formed  outside  the  mainland,  and  divided 
from  it  by  a  bay  of  navigable  water.  Held,  that  the  title  to  the 
now  formation  was  in  the  owners  of  the  part  cut  off:  Murphy  v. 
Norton,  61  How.  Pr.  197:  100  N.  Y.  426;  53  Am.  Rep.  2UG. 

'  Steers  v.  Brooklyn,  101  N.  Y.  51.  *  Mayor  of  Mobile  v.  Eslava,  9  Port. 

» Hubbard  v.  Mauwell,  60  Vt.  235;  577;  33  Am.  Dec.  325. 

6  Am,  St.  Rep.  110.  '  Saulet  v.  Shepherd,  4  Wall.  502. 

"  lu  re  State  Reservation  Conim'rs,  '  Welles  v.  Bailey,  55  Coun.  292;  3 

37  Hun,  537;  Bristol  v.  Carroll  Co.,  95  Am.  St.  Rep.  48. 

111.  64;  Fulton  v.  Fraudolig,  63  Tex.  '  Campbell  v.  Laclede  Gaa  Light  Co., 

330.                      ,  84  Mo.  352. 


§2914 


WATERCOUUSES. 


4760 


§  2914.  Rights  of  Riparian  Proprietors.  —  The  owner 
of  land  through  which  a  stream  of  water  runs  has  a  right 
to  have  it  flow  over  his  land  in  the  natural  channel,  un- 
diminished in  quantity,  and  unimpaired  in  quality,  except 
to  the  extent  that  grows  out  of  and  is  inseparable  from  a 
reasonable  use  of  it  for  the  usual  and  ordinary  purposes 
of  life  by  those  above  him  on  the  stream,'  even  though 
he  may  not  require  the  whole  or  any  part  for  the  use  of 
machinery.*  On  the  other  hand,  he  has  no  property  in 
the  water  itself,  but  a  simple  usufruct  of  it  as  it  passes 
along.'  The  right  only  continues  with  its  possession;  nor 
can  a  party  reclaim  water  that  he  has  lost.*  The  proprie- 
tors above  have    uo  right  to  divert  or  unreasonably  to 


^  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  Ad.  1 ; 
Diimont  V.  Kellogg,  29  Mich.  420;  18 
Am.  Rep.  102;  Sliainleifer  i'.  Connart 
Grovo  Mill  Co.,  18  Kan.  24;  Gardner 
V.  Newburgh,  2  Johns.  Ch.  101 ;  7  Am. 
Dec.  527;  Merrifield  v.  Lombard,  13 
Allen,  16;  90  Am.  Dec.  172;  Holsman 
V.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  14  N.  J.  Eq. 
:«5;  Bardwell  w.  Ames,  22  Pick.  .354; 
Twiss  V.  Baldwin,  9  Conn.  291;  Piatt 
V.  Johnson,  5  Johns.  213;  8  Am.  Dec. 
233;  Eiiibrey  v.  Owen,  6  Ex.  353; 
Haas  w.  Choussard,  17  Tex.  588;  Evans 
V.  Merriweather,  3  Scam.  492;  38  Am. 
Dec.  100;  Shreve  v.  Voorhees,  3  N.  J. 
Eq.  25;  Dilling  v.  Murray,  0  Ind.  324; 
03  Am.  Dec.  385;  Hayes  v.  Walilrou, 
44  N.  H.  584;  84  Am.  Dec.  105;  Bliss 
V.  Kennedy,  43  111.  71;  Chasemore  v. 
Richards,  7  H.  L.  Cas.  349;  VV^ood  v. 
Waud,  3  Ex.  748;  Gould  v.  Boston 
Dock  Co.,  13  Gray,  443;  Campbell 
V.  Smith,  8  N.  J.  L.  150;  14  Am.  Dec. 
400;  Hendrick  v.  Cook.  4  Ga.  241; 
Johnson  v.  Jordan,  2  Met.  234;  37 
Am.  Dec.  85;  Williamson  v.  Locks 
Creek  Can.  Co.,  78  N.  C.  156;  Olney 
V.  Fernuer,  2  R.  L  211;  5  Am.  Dec. 
711;  Pill.sl)ury  v.  Moore,  44  Me.  154; 
09  Am.  Dec.  91.  See  note  to  Davis 
V.  Getchell,  50  Me.  004,  in  79  Am. 
Dec.  0."{8-045;  Crooker  v.  Bragg,  10 
Wend.  "JGO;  25  Am.  Dec.  555. 

^  Crooker  v.  Bragg,  10  Weud.  260; 
25  Am.  Dec.  555. 

^  Clinton  v.  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511;  7 


Am.  Rep.  373;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4 
Mason,  397;  Cooper  v.  Williams,  4 
Ohio,  253;  22  Am.  Dec.  745;  Cooper 
V.  Williams,  5  Ohio,  391;  24  Am.  Dec. 
279;  Eddy  v.  Simpson.  3  Cal.  249;  58 
Am.  Dec.  408;  Stein  ?'.  Burden,  29  Ala. 
127;  05  Am.  Dec.  394;  King  v.  Laird, 
15  Cal.  101;  70  Am.  Dec.  472.  In 
Kensit  v.  Great  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R., 23  Ch. 
Div.  509,  Pollock,  B.,  says:  "The  law 
of  England,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware, 
the  same  may  be  said  of  the  law  of 
any  other  country,  has  never  acknowl- 
edged the  right  to  flowing  water  in  a 
person  by  whose  land  it  flows  in  the 
same  sense  and  manner  as  the  posses- 
sorial  right  to  laud.  It  has  been 
spoken  of  in  dififerent  ways, — as  a 
thing  that  is  a  right  puldici  juris,  a 
thing  that  is  a  natural  right,  and 
by  other  expressions  of  that  kind; 
but  in  the  result  it  comes  to  this,  that 
it  is  a  right  of  the  same  character 
as  the  ri<>ht  to  the  pure  How  of  air;  a 
right  of  such  a  nature  that  the  person 
who  enjoys  it  cannot,  at  any  time,  fix 
upon  a  particular  portion  of  water  to 
wliich  he  is  entitled;  he  cannot  say  of 
any  single  pint  or  globule  of  water  that 
that  pint  or  globule  is  his;  he  can  only 
say  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  iiow  <it 
that  water  in  its  accustomed  manner, 
both  as  to  quantity  and  as  to  pu- 
rity." 

*  E  Idy  r.  Simpson,  3  Cal.  249;   53 
Am.  Dec.  408. 
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retard  the  natural  flow  to  those  below,  and  the  proprie- 
tors below  have  no  right  to  turn  it  back  ou  those  above, 
to  their  injury.' 

To  turn  aside  a  useful  element  from  one's  premises  is 
as  much  an  actionable  injury  as  to  turn  upon  them  a  de- 
structive element;^  and  such  right  may  be  protected 
by  injunction.'  The  property  in  the  stream  is  indi- 
visible, each  proprietor  being  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
whole  of  it  as  it  flows  through  his  land,  and  one  proprie- 
tor cannot  appropriate  a  specific  portion  of  it  to  his  use 
to  the  exclusion  of  those  below  him;*  and  one  who,  while 
not  a  ripari.'in  owner,  derives  his  right  to  the  use  of  run- 
ning water  from  a  riparian  owner,  may  restrain  an  inter- 
ference with  such  right  by  an  upper  riparian  owner  who 
uses  the  water  for  purposes  not   riparian.'     So  A,  after 


'  Plumleigh  v.  Dawson,  1  (iilm.  544; 
41  Am.  Dec.  199;  Wright  v.  Howartl, 
1  Sim.  &  Sc.  190;  Bl muhard  v.  Haker, 
8  Me.  253;  23  Am.  Dec.  504;  Thiul)cr 
V.  Martin,  2  Gray,  394;  (51  Am.  Dec. 
468;  Chandler  v.  Rowland,  7  Gray, 
348;  GG  Am.  Dec.  487;  Gould  v.  Boston 
Duck  Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Miller  v. 
Mdler,  9  Pa,  St.  74;  49  Am.  Dec.  545; 
Pool  V.  Lewis,  41  Ga.  1G2;  5  Am.  Rep. 
520;  Arnold  v.  Foot,  12  Wen<l.  330; 
Onielvany  v.  Jaggers,  2  Hill,  U34;  27 
Am.  Dec.  417;  Evans  v.  Merriweather, 
3  Scam.  492;  38  Am.  Dec.  lOG;  Caiy 
V.  Daniels,  8  Met.  4(36;  41  Am.  l)ec. 
S33;  Newhall  v.  Ireson,  8  Cash.  595; 
54  Am.  Dec.  790;  Tillotson  v.  Smith, 
32  N.  H.  90;  64  Am.  Dec.  355;  Hoy  v. 
Sterrett,  2  Watts,  327;  27  Am.  Dec. 
313;  Lindeman  v.  Lindsay,  69  Pa.  St. 
93;  8  Am.  Rep.  219:  Colrick  v.  Swm- 
burne,  105  N.  Y.  503;  Parker  v.  Gris- 
wold,  17  Conn.  288;  42  Am.  Dec.  739; 
liiiddington  V.  Bradley,  10  Conn.  213; 
2(5  Am.  Dec.  387;  Wel>b  v.  Portland 
Mft;.  Co.,  3  Sum.  189,  Story,  J., 
saying:  "The  true  doctrine  is  laid 
down  by  Sir  Jolin  Leach,  in  regard  to 
riparian  proprietors,  and  his  opinion 
Ikis  since  been  deliberately  adopted  by 
tiie  king's  bench.  '  Prima  facie'  (says 
that  learned  judge),  'the  proprietor 
of  eacli  l)ank  of  a  stream  is  the  propri- 
etor of  half  the  laud  covered  by  the 
stream;  but  there  is  no  property  in  the 


water.  Every  proprietor  has  an  equal 
right  to  use  the  water  which  flows  in 
the  stream;  and  consequently  no  pro- 
prietor can  have  the  rigiit  to  use  the 
water  to  the  prejudice  of  any  other 
proprietor,  without  the  con.sent  of  the 
other  proprietors,  who  may  be  affected 
by  his  operations;  no  proprietor  can 
either  diminish  the  quantity  of  water, 
which  would  otherwise  descend  to  the 

Eroprietora  below,  nor  throw  the  water 
ack  upon  the  proprietors  above. 
Every  proprietor  who  claims  a  right, 
either  to  throw  the  water  back  above, 
or  to  diminish  the  quantity  of  water 
which  is  to  descend  below,  mu.st,  ia 
order  to  maintain  his  claim,  either 
prove  an  actual  grant  or  license  from 
the  proprietors  afl'ected  by  his  oper- 
ati<ms,  or  must  prove  an  uninterrupted 
enjoyment  of  twenty  years,  wiiich 
term  of  twenty  years  is  now  adopted, 
upon  a  principle  of  general  conve- 
nience, as  affording  conclusive  pre- 
sumption of  a  grant.'" 

•^  Parke  v.  Kilham,  8  Cal.  78;  68  Am. 
Dec.  310. 

^  Silver  Spring  etc.  Co.  v.  Wauskink 
Co.,  13  R.  1.  (HI;  Clinton  r.  Myers, 
46  N.  Y.  511;  7  Am.  Rep.  373. 

■•  I'lundeigli  v.  Dawsou,  1  Gilm.  544; 
41  Am.  Dec.  199. 

^  Williams  v.  Wadsworth,  51  Conn. 
277. 
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purchasing  land  of  B,  may  recover  of  C  damages  for 
wrongfully  diverting  a  watercourse  prior  to  the  pur- 
cliaso.'  So  where  a  lake  formed  by  surface-water  is  situ- 
ate on  the  lands  of  different  owners,  neither  can  drain  it 
without  the  consent  of  the  other;''  and  the  owners  along 
a  creek  forming  an  outlet  from  a  lake  have  a  legal  right  to 
tlie  natural  flow  of  the  waters  of  the  lake  through  it.' 
But  the  right  to  have  water  flow  in  its  natural  channel  by 
a  riparian  owner  only  extends  to  the  channel  in  his  own 
land.  An  owner  above  and  below  him  on  the  stream  may 
divert  the  water  into  a  new  channel,  provided  he  does  not 
thereby  affect  the  flow  of  the  water  in  its  natural  channel 
upon  the  lands  of  others.*  And  the  burden  of  proof  is 
on  him  to  show  that  he  diverts  no  more  than  he  conveyed 
into  the  stream.'  Where  the  watercourse  divides  two 
estates,  each  proprietor  has  a  right  to  tlie  use,  not  of  one 
half  merely,  but  of  the  whole  bulk  of  the  stream;  that  is, 
he  is  entitled  to  such  advantage  as  it  can  be  to  him  to 
have  the  whole  stream  flow  past  his  estate;  and  neither 
can  carry  off  or  divert  any  part  of  it  without  the  consent 
of  the  other.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  riparian  owner  granted  a  license  to  a 
stranger,  F.,  to  take  water  from  a  natural  stream  for  his  factory. 
The  water  taken  by  F.  was  returned  to  the  stream  undiminished 
and  undeteriorated.  The  points  of  withdrawal  and  return  of 
the  water  were  on  the  licensor's  land.  Held,  that  a  riparian 
owner  lower  down  the  stream,  who  showed   no  inconvenience 


'  Chapman  v.  Copeland,  55  Miss. 
476. 

^  Schaefer  t>.  Marthaler,  34  Minn. 
487;  57  Am.  Rep.  73, 

»  Mohr  V.  Gault,  10  Wis.  613;  78 
Am.  Dec.  C87. 

*  Norton  V.  Volentine,  14  Vt.  2.'?9; 
39  Am.  Dec.  2'20;  ToUe  v.  Correth,  .si 
Tex.  3G2;  'JS  Am.  Dec.  540;  Dilling  jr. 
Murray,  6  Iiid.  324;  63  Am.  Dec.  38,); 
Van  Hoesenr.  Coventry,  10  Uarb.  51 S; 
Sachrider  v.  Beers,  10  Johns.  241; 
Merritt  v.  BrinkerhofiF,  17  Johns.  SO(j; 
8  Am.  Dec.  404;  (louhlw.  Boston  Duck 
Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Porter  v.  Diuhani, 
74  N.  C.  7f)7;  Blanohard  r.  Baker,  8 
Me.   23;    253  Am.  Dec.  504;   Oregon 


Iron  Co.  V,  Trullinger,  3  Or.  1;  Ken- 
sit  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  li.  23  Ch.  Div.  5G1); 
Society  V.  Morris  Canal  Co.,  1  N.  .J. 
Eq.  41;  Larimer  County  Reservoir  Co. 
V.  Teople,  8  Col.  614;  Railroad  Co. 
V.  Carr,  38  Ohio  St.  448;  43  Am.  Rep. 
428;  Butto  Canal  etc.  Co.  v.  Vauglm, 
11  Cal.  143;  70  Am.  Dec.  7ti9. 

*  Butte  Canal  etc.  Co.  v.  Vaughn,  11 
Cal.  143;  70  Am.  Dec.  709. 

"Blanohard  v.  Baker,  8  Me.  253;  2."? 
Am.  Dec.  504;  Vandenburgh  v.  Van 
Bergen,  13  Joiins.  212;  I'ratt  v.  Laiii- 
son,  2  Allen,  275;  Canal  Trustees  r. 
ilaven,  11  111.  654;  Harding  u.  Water 
Co.,  41  Conn.  87;  Arthur  v.  Case,  1 
Paige,  447. 


4763 


WATERCOURSES    IN    GENERAL. 


2015 


caused  to  himself  thereby,  was  not  entitled  to  an  injunction  to 
restrain  sunli  user  of  the  water:  Kevsit  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  U.  2.>  Ch. 
Div.  569.  An  island  divided  the  stream  so  that  only  a  small 
portion  of  it  descended  on  the  defendant's  side  of  the  island, 
and  the  rest  on  the  other  side.  Defendant  placed  obstructions 
at  tlie  head  of  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  more  of 
the  water  of  the  stream  to  his  side.  Held,  that  each  owner  was 
entitled  to  all  the  water  that  naturally  descended  to  him,  and 
that  where  there  was  a  natural  barrier  that  divided  the  stream, 
neitlier  owner  could  erect  obstructions  to  change  the  natural 
course  of  the  water:  Crooker  v.  Bragg,  10  Wend.  2G0;  25  Am. 
Dec.  555. 

§  2915.  To  Use  of  Water. — Every  riparian  proprietor 
has  a  right  to  use  the  water  primarily  for  domestic 
purposes,  for  the  support  of  life  in  man  and  beast,  and 
next,  in  a  proper  and  reasonable  way,  for  the  irrigation 
of  his  land,  or  for  the  propulsion  of  machinery,  if  the 
quantity  of  water  in  the  stream  will  warrant  such  use 
above  domestic  uses.*  Tlie  right  of  a  riparian  owner 
to  divert  the  water  of  a  stream  for  the  purposes  of  irriga- 
tion is  subject  to  the  restriction  that  he  must  not  materi- 
ally diminish  the  quantity  of  the  water  of  the  stream,  or 
unreasonably  detain  it.'  But  the  right  to  use  water  for 
domestic  purposes  does  not  justify  the  use  of  an  equal 
quantity  thereof  for  other  purposes,  even  though  none  is 
used  or  required  for  domestic  purposes  by  the  riparian 
owner.'  And  while  one  may  use  the  water  as  it  flows, 
he  cannot  withdraw  and  sell  it.* 


'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  .^47,  355; 
Evans  t>.  Merriweather,  4  111.  492;  .38 
Am.  Dec.  106;  Fleming  v.  Davis,  37 
Tex.  173;  Blanchard  r.  Baker,  8  Me. 
253;  23  Am.  Dec.  504;  Bliss  v.  Ken- 
nedy, 43  111.  68;  Gillett  v.  Johnson, 
30  Conn.  ISO;  Arnold  v.  Foot,  12 
Wend.  330;  Lakin  v.  Ames,  10  Cush. 
198;  Wadsworthw.  Tillotson,  15  Conn. 
309;  39  Am.  Dec.  :i9l;  Elliot  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  10  Cush.  191;  57  Am.  Dec. 
85;  Dumont  v.  Kellogg,  29  Mich.  420; 
18  Am.  Rep.  102;  Dilling  v.  Murray, 
6  Ind.  324;  63  Am.  Dec.  385;  Tillotsoa 
V.  Smith,  32  N.  H.  90;  64  Am.  Dec. 
355;  Messenger's  Appeal,  109  Pa.  St. 
285;  Shook  v.  Colohau,  12  Or.  239. 


'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  408;  Blanch- 
ard V.  Baker,  8  Me.  253;  23  Am. 
Dec.  605;  Stein  v.  Burden,  29  Ala.  127; 
65  Am.  Dec.  394;  Burwell  v.  Hobson, 
12  CJratt.  322;  65  Am.  Doc.  247. 

•  Attorney-General  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
Week.  Rep.  1187.  But  see  Bullen  v. 
Runnels,  2  N.  H.  255;  Ki.ld  v.  Laird, 
15  Cal.  101;  26  Am.  Dec.  47-2.  A 
right  to  use  water  "for  all  ordinary 
domestic  and  househoM  purposes,  and 
for  the  generation  of  steam,  '  does  not 
authorize  a  corporation  to  take  it  for 
generating  steam,  and  for  grimling, 
washing,  and  cooling  rubber:  Para  Rub- 
ber Shoe  Co.  V.  Boston,  139  Mass.  155. 

'  Moultonv.  Water  Co.,  137  Mass.  163. 
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§  2916.  No  Superior  Right  at  Oommon  Law  by  Prior 
Appropriation.  At  coiniuon  law  no  suporior  rights  can 
bu  iicquirod  by  one  riparian  proprietor  over  another  by 
prior  appropriation.*  The  rule  is  somewhat  diflcront  in 
the  mining  states,  where  the  use  of  water  upon  tho  public 
domain  is  allowed  to  be  approjiriated  to  private  use,  inde- 
pendent of  any  ownership  in  the  soil;  and  there  the  right 
of  the  first  appropriator  is  recognized  as  the  sujicrior 
right.'  It  is  also  modified  by  those  statutes  whicdi  in 
some  states  allow  a  riparian  proprietor  to  flow  the  lands 
of  those  above  him,  for  manufacturing  purposes,  on  mak- 
ing compensation.' 

§  2917.  What  is  a  Reasonable  Use  —  In  Diversion  of 
Water.  —  What  is  a  reasonable  use  in  the  diversion  of 
flowing  water  depends  upon  the  nature  and  size  of  the 
stream,  the  purposes  to  which  it  is  made  subservient,  and 
in  short,  on  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case.* 


>  Hoy  V.  Sterrett,  2  Watts,  327;  27 
Am.  Dec.  313;  Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4 
Mason,  .397;  Wright  v.  Howard,  1  Sim. 
&  St.  190;  Duniont  r.  Kulloys^,  29 
Mich.  420;  18  Am.  Rep.  102;  Gould  v. 
Boston  Duck  Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Thur- 
ber  V.  Martin,  2  Gray,  394;  61  Am. 
Dec.  4G8;  Wood  v.  Edes,  2  Allen,  578; 
Snow  V.  Parsons,  28  Vt.  459;  67  Am. 
])cc.  723;  Bliss  v.  Kennedy,  43  111.  67; 
Parker  v.  Hotchkiss,  25  Conn.  321; 
Keeney  etc.  Co.  v.  Union  etc.  Co.,  39 
Conn.  576;  Piatt  t>.  Johnson,  15  Johns. 
213;  8  Am.  Dec.  233;  Hartzall  v.  Sill, 
12  Pa.  St.  24;  Gilman  v.  Tilton,  5  N. 
H.  231;  Davis  v.  Fuller,  12  Vt.  178; 
36  Am.  Dec.  334;  Heath  v.  Williams, 
25  Mo.  209;  43  Am.  Dec.  265. 

«  Stilos  V.  Laird,  5  Cal.  120;  63  Am, 
Dec.  Ill;  Irwin  v.  Phillips,  5  Cal.  140; 
63  Am.  Dec.  113;  Hill  v.  Newman,  5 
Cal.  445;  63  Am.  Dec.  140;  Atcliison 
V.  Peterson,  20  Wall.  507;  Kolly  v. 
Natoma  Water  Co.,  6  Cal.  105;  Butte 
Canal  etc.  Co.  v.  Vaughn,  11  Cal.  143; 
70  Am.  Dec.  769;  Nevada  Water  Co. 
V.  Powell,  .34  Cal.  109;  91  Am.  Dec. 
685;  Lolxlell  v.  Simpson,  2  Nev.  274; 
90  Am.  Deo.  537;  Ophir  S.  M.  Co.  v. 


Carpenter,  4  Nev.  534;  97  Am.  Dec. 
550;  Barnes  v.  Sabron,  10  Nev.  217; 
Conger  v.  Weaver,  6  Cal.  548;  6o  Am. 
Dec.  528;  Sims  v.  Smith,  7  Cal.  148; 
68  Am.  Dec.  233;  Btar  River  etc.  M. 
Co.  V.  N.  Y.  Milling  Co.,  8  Cal.  327; 
68  Am.  Dec.  325;  Schilling  v.  Ro- 
minger,  4  Col.  100;Etlgart).  Stevenson, 
70  Cal.  286;  Irvin  v.  Straight.  18  Nev. 
4.36:  Chedovich  v.  Davis,  17  Nev.  133; 
Coffin  V.  Left  Hand  Ditch  Co.,  6  Col. 
443;  Thomas  v.  Guirard,  6  Col.  530; 
Parke  v.  Kilham,  8  Cal.  77;  68  Am. 
Dec.  310;  Weaver  w.  R.  R.  Co.,  15  Cal. 
271;  Maeris  r.  Bicknell,  7  Cal.  261;  68 
Am.  Dec.  257;  White  v.  Water  Co.,  8 
Cal.  443;  68  Am.  Dec.  328.  If  tlie  first 
appropriator  of  water  takes  only  a  part 
of  the  quantity  flowing  in  a  stream, 
another  may  afterwards  appropriate 
the  remainder:  Smith  v.  O'Hara,  43 
Cal.  .371;  Wiieelerv.  Irrigation  Co.,  10 
Col.  582;  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  603;  Ham- 
mond ?'.  Rose,  11  Col.  524;  7  Am.  St. 
Rep.  258, 

"  Cooley  on  Torts,  582. 

*  Jones  V.  Adams.  19  Nev.  78;  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  788;  KUiot  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
10  Cash.  191;  57  Am.  Dec.  191;  Davis 
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case. 


78;    3 

R.  Co., 

Davis 


An  upper  owner  on  a  stronin  has  no  right  to  divert  tho 
water,  by  pipes  und  reservoirs,  for  tlio  use  of  liis  locomo- 
tive-oiigiuos,  to  tlie  detriment  of  a  lower  proprietor,  a 
mill-owner,  and  such  coiiduct  may  be  enjoined.'  In  de- 
termining upon  the  rCiisonablcness  of  the  use,  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  take  into  account  not  only  the  general  customs 
of  tho  country,  but  also  any  locnl  custoiris  along  the 
stream,  and  such  general  rule  should  be  laid  down  as  ap- 
pears host  calculated  to  secure  the  I'utire  water  of  tho 
stream  to  useful  purposes." 

§  2918.  In  Detention  of  Water.  —  Though  each  pro- 
prietor is  entitled  to  the  steady  flow  of  the  water,  yet  this 
must  often  yield  to  circumstances,  and  it  is  not  unlawful 
to  detain  tho  water  for  a  reasonable  time  if  done  in  good 
faith,  for  a  useful  purpose,  and  with  as  little  interference 
with  the  rights  of  other  proprietors  as  is  reasonably 
practicable  under  the  circumstances.'  It  is  a  reasonable 
use  to  detain  surplus  water  not  used  in  a  wet  season,  and 
discharge  it  in  proper  quantities  for  use  in  a  dry  season.* 
The  owner  of  a  mill  whose  dam  and  machinery  are  suited 
to  the  size  and  capacity  of  the  stream  has  a  right  to  the 
reasonable  use  of  the  water  to  propel  his  machinery.' 
But  it  is  an  unreasonable  detention  of  the  water  to  gather 
it  into  reservoirs  for  future  use  in  a  dry  season,  or  for  the 

V.  Winslow,  51  Me.  2G4;  81  Am.  Dec.  Mfg.  Co.,   39  Conn.  576:    Dnmont  v. 

67;};  Davis  v.  (Jetcliell,  50  Me.  G02;  79  Kellogg,  29  Mich.  420;    18  Am.  Kep. 

Am.  Dec.  ii'M'r,  Hayes  v.  WaUlron,  44  102. 

N.  H.  5SJ;  «4  Am.  Dec.  105;   Hohleu  »  Hoy    v.    Sterrett,    2  Watts,  327; 

V.  Lake  Co.,  53  N.  H.  552;  Parker  v.  Pitts  v.  Lancaster  Mills,   13  Met.  l.")tj; 

llotcliki.is,    25    Conn.    321;     Pool    r.  Pool  d.  Lewis,  41  Ga.  102;  5  Am.  Rui>. 

Lrtwis,  41  Ga.  IG2;    5  Am.   Rep.    52tj;  520;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  v.  Triilhngor,  3 

Ho  isee    V.   Ham  iiond,  39    Barb.    89;  Or.  1;  Goulil  v.  Boston   Duck  Co.,  13 

Giinhl  I'.  Boston  Duck    Co.,    13  Gray,  Gray.    442;    Springliell  v.    Harris,   4 

442;    Tiiiim   v.    Bear,    29   Wis.    2.i4;  Allen,  49G;    81  Am.  Dec.  715;    Kerrea 

Snow  V,  Parsons,  28  V't.  4r)9;    67  Am.  r.   Knipe,    28   Cal.    343;    Ca<el>eer  v. 

Dec.    7-i3;     Dnmont    v.    Kello^rg,   29  Mowry,  55  Pa.  St.  423;    93  Am.  Dec. 

Mich.  42J;    IS  Am.  Rep.  102;    Cliase-  706. 

n\iira    v.    Ricliards,    2    Hurl.    &    N.  *  Oregon   Iron  Co.   v.  Trnllinger,  3 

luS.  Or.  I.     See  Drake  v.  Hamiltoa   Wool- 

'  Garwood   v.  R.  R.  Co.,  83  N.  Y.  len  Co..  99  M  .ss.  574. 

403;  38  Am.  Rep.  4.".2.  c  Pool  v.  Lewis,  41  Ga.  162;  6  Am. 

*  Kttuuey    etc.    Mi^.  Co.  v.  Uuion  Rep.  526. 
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purpose  of  obtaining  a  greater  supply  than  the  stream 
affords  by  its  natural  flow  in  ordinary  stages/  or  in  order 
that,  by  letting  it  off"  occasionally,  a  flood  may  be  obtained 
with  which  to  float  logs.^  The  discharge  must  not  be 
made  in  such  unusual  and  unnatural  quantities  as  to  pre- 
clude the  lower  proprietors  from  making  use  of  it  as  it 
flows  past  them.' 

§  2919.  Dams. — A  riparian  owner  has  no  right  to 
erect  for  his  own  benefit  an  embankment  that  will  cause 
the  water,  in  time  of  ordinary  floods,  to  overflow  and 
cause  material  injury  to  the  land  of  his  neighbor.* 
Though  a  person  may  confine  the  watei  i.y  a  dam  erected 
across  the  stream,  or  by  other  artifici£.  .  icans,  to  store  it, 
he  is  bound  at  his  peril  to  see  that  it  is  safe,  and  for  in- 
jury caused  by  what  he  should  have  foreseen  he  will  be 
responsible.'  If  a  dam  is  constructed  on  a  stream  sub- 
ject to  extraordinary  freshets,  these  must  be  anticipated 
in  building  it,  though  they  occur  only  once  in  many 
years.'  But  from  injuries  that  result  from  unusual,  ex- 
traordinary or  unforeseen  causes,  such  as  extraordinary 
floods  or  storms,  no  liability  attaches,  provided  the  per- 
son has  used  due  and  reasonable  care.'  The  right  to  con- 
struct a  dam  on  the  land  of  another  implies  the  right  to 
the  exclusive  use  and  possession  of  as  much  land  as  may 
be  necessary  for  such  purpose.'     One  who  dams  a  streaiu 


'  Clinton  v.  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511;  7 
Am.  Rep.  373;  Brace  v.  Yale,  10  Allen, 
441;  Tiinmv.  Bear,  29  Wis.  254. 

^  Thunder  Bay  etc.  Co.  v.  Speechly, 
31  ATich.  336;  18  Am.  Rep.  184. 

'  Pollitt  V.  Long,  58  Barb.  20;  Mer- 
ritt  V.  Brinkerhoff,  17  Johns.  300;  8 
Am.  Dec.  404;  Thunder  Bay  Co.  v. 
Speechly,  31  Mich.  336;  18  Am.  Rep. 
184;  Thurber  v.  Martin,  2  Gray,  394; 
61  Am.  Dec.  468;  Oregon  Iron  Co.  v. 
TruUinger,  3  Or.  1. 

♦  Crawford  v.  Rambo,  44  Ohio  St. 
279. 

*  Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Bailey,  2 
Deuio,   433;    Bell    v.    McCliutock,    9 


Watts,  119;  34  Am.  Dec.  507;  Lap- 
ham  V.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  .37 1 ;  26  Am.  Dec. 
310;  McCay  v.  Danley,  20  Pa,  St.  85; 
57  Am.  Dec.  680;  Fraler  v.  Sears  Wa- 
ter Co..  12  Cal.  555;  73  Am.  Dec.  562; 
Rich  V.  Keshena  etc.  Co.,  56  Wis. 
257. 

^Gray  v.  Harris,  107  Mass.  492; 
9  Am.  Rep.  61;  Mayor  of  New  York 
V.  Bailey,  2  Denio,  433. 

'  Lapham  v.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  .371;  26 
Am.  Dec.  310;  Dowues  v.  Ames,  12 
Miun.  451;  Proctor  v,  Jennings.  6 
Nev.  83;  3  Am.  Rep.  240. 

^  Cnnwell  V.  Brookhart,  4  B.  Men. 
580;  41  Am.  Dec  245. 
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cannot  be  enjoined  at  the   instance  of  one  showing  no 


right  in  himself.' 


[)7;  Lap- 
Im.  Dec. 
L  St.  85; 
para  Wa- 
^ec.  562; 
56  Wis. 

Iss.    492; 
W  York 

371;  26 
lines,  12 
linijs,    6 


§  2920.  Mill-dams  —  Mill-sites.  —  A  riparian  owner 
cannot  dam  a  stream  for  a  mill-site  when  the  effect  of  the 
dam  is  to  raise  the  water  above  its  natural  surface,  to  the 
injury  of  other  owners.''  But  he  may,  where  other  owners 
are  not  damaged.*  Where  water  flows  through  land  upon 
what  is  termed  a  "dead  level,"  with  no  perceptible  fall,  it 
can  hardly  be  said  that  a  man  has  a  "  mill-seat"  or  "mill 
privilege,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  But  if  there  is 
a  point  upon  his  land  to  which  the  water  can  be  directed 
with  sufficient  momentum  and  fall  to  be  beneficially 
applied  as  a  power,  the  owner  may  thus  divert  it,  if  he 
can  and  J  ra  again  return  it  to  its  original  channel 
before  it  leaves  his  land;  but  he  cannot  divert  the  water 
entirely  from  its  natural  channel  for  any  purpose.*  In 
confining  the  water  by  a  dam,  the  proprietor  must  not 


»  Wattier  v.  Miller,  11  Or.  329. 

» Colwell  V.  May's  Landing  Co., 
19  N.  J.  Eq.  248;  McCalmont  v.  Whit- 
taker,  3  Rawle,  84;  23  Am.  Dec.  102; 
Brown  v.  Bush,  45  Pa.  St.  66;  Rhodes 
V.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  310;  84  Am. 
Dec.  6S1;  Stackpole  v.  Curtis,  32  Me. 
383;  Russell  v.  Scott,  9  Cow.  281; 
Dwinel  v.  Veazie,  44  Me.  167;  69  Am. 
Dec.  94;  Drake  v.  Haiiiiltoa  Woollen 
Co.,  99  Mass.  574;  Prentiss  v.  Wood, 
132  Mass.  486. 

3  Garrett  v.  McKie,  1  Rich.  444;  44 
Am.  Dec.  263. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  499;  Davis  v. 
Fuller,  12  Vt.  178;  36  Am.  Dec.  334; 
Van  Hoeseu  W.Coventry,  10  Barb.  518; 
Biimey's  Case,  2  Bland,  99;  Bardwell 
V.  Ames,  22  Pick.  333;  Crittenden  v. 
Field,  8  Gray,  621;  Samuels  v.  Blanch- 
ard,  25  Wis.  329;  Brace  v.  Yale,  10 
Allen,  447;  Bealey  v.  Shaw,  6  East, 
20S;  Proctor  v.  Jennings,  6  Nev.  87; 
3  Am.  Rep.  240;  Baldwin  v.  Calkins, 
10  Wend.  167.  In  McCalmont  «;. 
Whitaker,  3  Rawle,  84,  23  Am.  Dec. 
102,  the  court  say:  "  The  water-power 
to  which  a  riparian  owner  is  entitled 
coimists  of  the  fall  in  the  stream  when 
in  its  natural  state,  aa  it  passes  through 


his  land,  or  along  the  boundary  of  it, 
or  in  other  words,  it  consists  of  the 
difference  of  level  between  the  surface 
where  the  stream  first  touches  hia 
land,  and  the  surface  where  it  leaves 
it.  This  natural  power  is  as  much  the 
subject  of  property  as  is  the  land  itself, 
of  which  it  is  an  accident;  and  it  may 
in  the  same  way  be  occupied  in  whole 
or  in  part,  or  not  at  all,  without  en- 
dangering the  right,  or  restricting  the 
mode  of  its  enjoyment,  unless  where 
there  has  been  an  actual  adverse  oc- 
cupancy or  enjoyment  for  a  period 
commensurate  with  that  required  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  a  fact  that 
is  not  pretended  here;  and  as  to  a 
right  by  prior  appropriation,  that  has 
regard  to  the  quantum  of  water  with- 
drawn from  a  stream  comnio..  to  both 
parties,  and  not  the  quantum  of  fall. 
Tlie  latter  can  be  augmented  only  by 
substracting  from  the  proprietor  above 
by  swelling  back  on  him;  or  by  appro- 
priatine  a  part  of  the  adjoining  pro- 
prietor a  fall  below,  by  excavating  the 
channel  within  hia  boundary  and 
carrying  out  the  bottom  on  a  level  to 
some  point  in  the  iucliued  liue  of  the 
natural  descent." 
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detain  it  so  long  as  to  set  it  back  upon  higher  proprietors, 
nor  to  keep  it  from  going  to  the  lower  proprietors.*  Nor 
must  he  discharge  it  fitfully  and  in  unusual  quantities 
upon  the  lower  proprietors.^  In  the  erection  of  dams, 
lower  mill-owners  are  restricted  to  the  erection  of  such 
dams  as  will  not  set  back  the  water  upon  the  wheels  of 
upper  mill-owners,  or  in  any  wise  interfere  with  thrm." 
They  cannot  injure  the  power  of  an  upper  owner  by  throw- 
ing the  water  back  upon  him.*  It  makes  no  difference 
that  the  upper  owner  has  not  a  mill  upon  his  premises;' 
and  if  the  water  is  set  back  upon  the  premises  of  one  who 
has  a  mill-site,  even  though  the  lands  are  not  overflowed, 
the  backing  of  the  water  creates  an  actionable  injury.* 
The  mill-owner,  even  by  authority  of  the  state,  cannot 
dam  the  stream  to  the  injury  of  other  riparian  owners.^ 
A  "mill  privilege"  means  the  land  and  water  used  with 
the  mill  and  on  which  it  and  its  appendages  stand.'  By 
a  sale  of  mills,  the  right  of  the  grantor  in  the  water  will 
pass  as  an  incident."  And  so  the  right  to  land  covered  by 
water-power  will  pass  by  the  conveyance  of  a  mill  with 
its  appurtenances.'"  The  grantee  of  the  privilege  of  locat- 
ing a  mill-dam  and  constructing  a  race  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  his  mill  with  water,  having  once  selected  his 


'  Merritt  v.  Parker,  1  N.  J.  L. 
460. 

*  Merritt  v.  Brinkerhoff,  17  Johns. 
306;  8  Am.  Dec.  404;  Hetrich  v. 
Deachler,  6  Pa.  St.  32;  Richardson  v. 
Kier,  34  Cal.  69;  91  Am.  Dec.  681; 
Lapham  v.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  371;  26  Am. 
Due.  310;  Uodges  v.  Hodges,  6  Met. 
205. 

•Graver  v.  Sholl,  42  Pa.  St.  67; 
Warring  v.  Martin,  Wright,  281; 
Shreve  v.  Voorliees,  3  N.  J.  Eq.  25; 
Thompson  v.  Crocker,  9  Pick.  59;  Good 
V.  Dodge,  3  Pittsb.  Rep.  557;  Ripka  v, 
Serguaut,  7  Watts  &  S.  9;  42  Am.  Dec. 
214;  Pixley  v.  Chirk,  35  N.  Y.  5:5; 
91  Am.  Dec.  72;  .Stout  v.  McAdamsi,  3 
111.  67;  .33  Am.  Dec.  441. 

*  Good  V.  Dodge,  3  Pittsb.  Rep. 
657. 


»  Stout  V.  McAdams,  3  III.  67;  33 
Am.  Dec.  441. 

•  Amoskeug  v.  Goodale,  46  N.  H.  56. 
See  Sherwood  v.  Burr,  4  Day,  244;  4 
Am.  Dec.  211. 

'  Morrill  v.  St,  Anthony's  Falls  Co., 
26  Minn,  222;  37  Am,  Rep.  399. 

«  Moore  v.  Fletcher,  16  Mo.  63;  33 
Am.  Dec.  633. 

•  Wctmore  v.  White,  2  Caines  Cas. 
87;  2  Am.  Dec.  323;  Strickler  v.  Tod.l, 
10  Serg.  &  R.  03;  13  Am,  Dec.  040. 
Ami  see  Lammott  v.  Ewers,  106  Ind. 
310;  55  Am.  Rep.  740;  Cirter  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  20  W.  Va.  044;  53  Am.  Rep.  110; 
Bilker  v.  Bessey,  73  Me.  472;  40  Am. 
llep.  377;  Ailamsw.  Couovur,  87  N.  Y. 
4:i--';  41  Am.  Rep.  381. 

'•  .Swarlz  ('.  SwarU,  4  Pa,  St.  353;  45 
Am.  Dec.  697. 
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site  and  erected  his  dam,  is  not  restricted  to  such  location 
if  it  afterwards  turns  out  to  be  impracticable  for  the  pur- 
poses intended.*  If  the  vendor  owning  a  tract  of  land  over 
which  he  has  dug  a  trench  to  carry  water  to  his  mill  on 
the  lo  ver  part  of  the  tract,  sells  the  upper  part  without 
expressly  reserving  the  water  right,  the  vendee  has  no 
right  to  obstruct  the  trench  and  cut  off  this  water  supply; 
but  he  takes  the  land  subject  to  this  easement  of  the 
vendor.' 

§  2921.  Mill-owners  —  Use  of  Water  by. — Mill-owners 
on  a  stream  may  detain  the  water  reasonably,  for  the 
propulsion  of  their  machinery,  even  though  the  prop- 
rietors of  mills  below  are  thereby  prevented  from  receiv- 
ing their  water  in  as  beneficial  a  manner  as  they  otherwise 
would,  and  this,  even  though  the  upper  mill  is  a  modern,, 
and  the  lower  mill  is  an  ancient,  one.'  What  is  a  reason- 
able detention  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  to  be 
considered  in  connection  with  the  size  of  the  stream,  the 
adaptability  of  the  machinery  to  the  ordinary  condition 
and  volume  of  the  stream,  the  uses  to  which  it  is  or  can 
be  applied,  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  machinery  used 
as  compared  with  the  improvements  in  machinery  for  a 
similar  purpose.*  The  mere  fact  that  a  mill  is  ancient, 
and  has  had  the  entire  use  of  the  water  of  a  stream,  does 
uot  confer  a  right  upon  the  owners  to  use  the  water  at 
their  own  convenience  or  as  their  interests  may  dictate,. 


^  Conwell  V.  Brookhart,  4  B.  Mon. 
580;  41  Am.  Dec.  245. 

»  Seibert  r.  Levan,  8  Pa.  St.  383;  49 
Am.  Dec.  525. 


♦  Thomas  v.  Brackney,  17  Barb.  654;. 
Hill  V.  Ward,  7  III.  285;  Gould  v.  Boa- 
ton  Duck  Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Sampaou 
t?.  Hoddinott,  38  Eng.  L.  &   Eq.  241 ; 


» Thurber  v.  Martin,  2  Gray,  394;    PoUitt  v.   Long,  3  Thomp.  A;  C.  232; 


61  Am.  Dec.  468;  Piatt  v.  Johnaon,  15 
Johns.  213;  8  Am.  Dec.  233;  Palmer 
V.  Mulligan,  3  Cainea,  307;  2  Am. 
Dec.  270;  Davis  v.  Winslow,  51  Me. 
290;  81  Am.  Dec.  573;  Parker  v. 
Hotchkiss,  25  Conn.  321;  Olney  w. 
Fenner,  2  R.  L  211;  57  Am.  Deo.  711; 
Martin  v.  Bigelove,  2  Aiken,  185;  16 
Am.  Dec.  696;  King  v.  Tiffany,  9  Conn. 
162;  Baird  v.  V^ella,  22  Pick.  237. 
299 


58  Barb.  79;  Hetrick  v.  Deachler,  6 
Pa.  St.  32;  Whaler  v.  Ahl,  29  Pa.  St. 
98;  Clinton  v.  Myers,  46  N.  Y.  511; 
7  Am.  Rep.  373;  Timm  v.  Bear,  29 
Wis.  254;  Snow  v.  Parsons,  28  Vt. 
459;  67  Am.  Dec.  723;  Parker  v. 
Hotchkiss,  25  Conn.  321;  Norway 
Plaioa  Co^  «.  Bradley,  62  N.  H, 
110. 
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as  against  a  new  mill  lower  down  the  stream.'  So  prior- 
ity of  occupation  in  the  use  of  water  by  a  mill-owner 
gives  him  no  such  rights  as  will  deprive  those  above  or 
below  him  on  the  stream  from  also  turning  the  water  to 
beneficial  purposes.^  But  it  has  been  held  that  he  who  is 
first  in  point  of  time  in  turning  the  water  of  a  stream  to 
a  beneficial  use  has  a  right  to  water  sufficient  to  operate 
his  mill,  even  though  the  effect  be,  in  a  reasonable  use 
thereof,  to  destroy  the  value  of  a  lower  privilege,'  or  even 
though  the  effect  is  that  the  proprietor  above  is  prevented 
from  placing  a  dam  and  mill  on  his  land.*  A  mill-owner 
has  no  right  to  put  in  machinery  requiring  more  water,  and 
thereby  injuring  lower  mill-owners  on  the  stream;  and 
where  a  mill  has  been  used  for  a  particular  purpose, 
though  it  may  use  the  same  quantity  of  water  for  other 
machinery  or  other  business,'  it  cannot  engage  in  a  new 
business  requiring  more  water  to  the  injury  of  others.' 
Where  water  rights  are  granted  with  a  specific  limitation 
as  to  the  application  of  the  water,  it  can  only  be  applied 
in  that  manner,  and  any  difierent  use  would  be  action- 
able/ But  the  restriction  must  be  positive  and  unequivo- 
cal.'   It  is  actionable  for  a  mill-owner  or  other  person  to 


^  Barrett  v.  Parsons,  10  Cash.  367. 
'  Piatt  V.  Johnson,  15  Johns.  213; 
8  Am.  Dec.  233;  Martin  v.  Bigelow,  2 


*  Gary  v.  Daniels,  8  Met  466;    41 
Am.  Dec.  532. 

*  Bullen  V.  Runnels,  2  N.  H.  255; 


Aiken,  184;  16  Am.  Dec.  696;  Gould  9  Am.  Dec,  55;  Blanchard  v.  Baker,  8 

V.  Boston    Duck    Co.,  13  Gray,  442;  Me.  253;  23  Am.  Dec.  504;    Whittier 

Thurber  v.  Martin,  2  Gray,   394;    62  v.  Cocheco  Mfg.  Co.,  9  N.  H.  454;    32 

Am.  Dec.  468;    Tyler  v.  Wilkinson,  4  Am.  l">ec.  382. 


Mason,  397;  Davis  v.  Getchell,  50  Me. 
604;  79  Am.  Dec.  636;  Springfield  v. 
Harris,  4  Allen,  494;  81  Am.  Dec. 
715;  Hoy  v.  Sterrett,  2  Watts,  327; 
27  Am.  Dec.  313. 

'  Lincoln  ».  Chadborne,  56  Me.  197; 


*  Simpson  v.  Seavey,  8  Me.  138;  22 
Am.  Dec.  228;  Pratt  v.  Lamson,  2 
Allen,  275;  Bardwell  v.  Ames,  22  Pick. 
354;  Miller  v.  Lapham,  44  Vt.  433; 
Kaler  v.  Beaiiian,  49  Me.  208;  Adams 
V.  Warner,  23  Vt.  395;  Dewey  v.  Wil- 


Hatch   V.  Dwight,    17    Mass.  289;    9    liams,  40  N.  H.  227;  7V  Am.  Dec.  708; 


Am.  Dec.  145;  Chandler  v.  Rowland, 
7  Gray,  348;  66  Am.  Dec.  487;  Tlmr- 
her  V.  Martin,  2  Gray,    394;    61  Am. 


Wakely  v.  Davidson,  26  N.  Y.  387. 

'  Tourtellot  v.  Phelps,  4  Gray,  370; 
McDonald    v.    Askew,    29    Cal.  207; 


Dec.    468;     Smith  v.  Agawam  Canal    Deshon  v.  Porter,  38  Me.  289;   Slied 


Co.,  2  Allen,  355.  See  Cook  v.  Hall, 
3  Pick.  269;  15  Am.  Dec.  208;  Tye  v. 
Catching,  78  Ky.  463;  Palmer  v.  Mul- 
ligan, 3  Caines.  307:  2  Am.  Dec. 
270. 


V.  Leslie,  22  Vt.  498;  Strong  v.  Bene- 
dict, 5  Conn.  219. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  497;  Adams 
V.  Warner,  23  Vt.  395;  Wakely  v. 
Davidson,  26  N.  Y.  387. 
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turn  a  new  stream  into  the  stream,  or  by  means  of  a 
reservoir  or  otherwise  to  increase  the  volume  of  water 
naturally  flowing  in  the  stream.'  But  this,  as  we  shall 
see,  does  not  apply  to  surface-water  or  water  sent  into  the 
streams  by  drains  on  the  land.*  If  foreign  water  is 
turned  into  a  stream  by  a  mill-owner,  while  it  runs  there 
he  will  have  a  right  to  use  water  in  excess  of  his  grant  or 
original  right,  to  the  extent  of  the  excess  thus  turned  into 
the  stream.' 

§  2922.  Injury  to  Higher  Proprietor— By  Setting  back 
Water. — The  owner  of  land  has  no  right,  by  dams  or 
otherwise,  to  cause  the  water  of  a  stream  passing  through 
his  land  to  set  back  upon  the  lands  of  a  proprietor  above, ' 
and  any  act  of  his  which  causes  the  water  to  raise  in 
the  stream  above  is  presumptively  damaging  and  action- 
able.* 

§  2923.  Right  to  Erect  Barriers  to  Protect  One's  Land. 
— A  riparian  owner  may  erect  walls  or  bulwarks  to  pro- 
tect his  property  from  being  washed  away  by  the  stream 
in  such  eases  only  as  he  can  do  so  without  injury  to 
other  proprietors,  either  above,  below,  or  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  stream  from  him.* 


'  Tillotson  V.  Smith,  32  N.  H.  90; 
64  Am.  Dec.  355;  Merritt  v,  Parker,  1 
N.  J.  L.  400. 

'^  KaiifiFinan  v,  Griesemer,  26  Pa.  St. 
407;  67  Am.  Dec.  437.  Aud  see  pout, 
Surface-water. 

^  Burnett  v.  Whitesides,  15  Cal.  35; 
Whittier  v.  Cocheco  Mfg.  Co.  9  N.  H. 
454;  32  Am.  Dec.  382. 

*  Lee  V.  Pembroke  Co.,  57  Me.  481; 
2  All).  Rep.  59;  Eaton  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  51 
N.  H.  504;  Stout  w.  McAilains,  2  Scam. 
07;  33  Am.  Dec.  441 ;  Martin  i\  Riddle, 
20  Pa.  St.  415;  Brown  v.  Bowen,  30 
N.  Y.  519;  86  Am.  Dec.  406;  Bellinger 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  Y.  42;  Pixley  v. 
Clark,  35  N.  Y.  520;  91  Am.  Dec.  72; 
Williams  v.  Nelson,  23  Pick.  141 ;  34 
Am.  Dec.  45;  Stapler.  Spring,  10  Mass. 
72;  Smith  v.  Agawam  Canal,  2  Allen, 
855;  Mouson  v.  Fuller,  15  Pick.  554; 


Pillsbury  v.  Moore,  44  Me.  154;  69 
Am.  Dec.  91;  Monroe  v.  Gates,  48  Me. 
463;  Strout  v.  Milbridge  Co.,  45  Me. 
76;  Merritt  v.  Parker,  1  N.  J.  L.  460; 
Pliinzy  V.  Augusta,  47  Ga.  260;  Whit- 
comb  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  25  Vt.  49;  Davis  v. 
Fuller,  12  Vt.  178;  36  Am.  Dec.  334; 
Hutchinson  v.  Granger,  13  Vt.  386; 
Cowlea  V.  Kidder,  24  N.  H.  364;  57 
Am.  Dec.  287;  Amoskeag  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Goodale,  46  N.  H.  53;  Miss.  Cent.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Caruth,  51  Miss.  77;  Ari- 
mond  V.  Green  Bay  etc.  Co.,  31  Wis. 
316;  McCoy  v.  Danley,  20  Pa.  St.  8f ; 
57  Am.  Dec.  080;  Burwell  v.  Hobson, 
12  Gratt.  322;  65  Am.  Dec.  247. 

*  Pierce  v.  Kinney,  57  Barb.  56; 
Wallace  v.  Drew,  59  Barb.  413;  Jones 
V,  Soulard,  24  How.  41;  Adams  v. 
Frothingham,  3  Mass.  .352;  3  Am. 
Dec.  151;  Burwell  v.  Hobsou,  12  Gratt. 
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§  2924.  Right  to  Use  Water  to  Injury  of  Adjoining 
Proprietors — By  Grant  or  Prescription.  —  One  may  ac- 
quire a  right  to  use  water  to  the  prejudice  of  other  pro- 
prietors by  an  actial  grant  or  license'  from  the  proprietor 
affected  by  his  operations,'  or  by  an  uninterrupted  ad- 
verse enjoyment  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  would  afford 
a  presumption  of  a  grant,'  which,  in  England  and  in  most 
of  the  states,  is  a  period  of  twenty  yfears.*  In  Massachu- 
setts it  has  been  held  that  no  period  less  than  twenty 
years  would  give  the  owner  of  the  upper  land  any  right 
to  flood  the  land  of  the  lower  owner,  both  having  derived 
title  from  the  same  grantor."  But  when  the  water  had 
run  in  an  indefinite  channel  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
or  long  as  the  memory  of  men  could  recollect,  it  was  held 
that  a  prescription  to  have  it  flow  in  that  direction  was 
obtained.*  And  merely  permitting  the  water  to  flow  from 
the  upper  to  the  lower  land,  when  the  two  pieces  are 


322;  65  Am.  Dec.  247;  Amick  v.  Tharp, 
13  Gratt.  564;  67  Am.  Dec.  787;  Ger- 
rish  V.  Clough,  48  N.  H.  9;  2  Am.  Rep. 
165;  Boyd  v.  Conklin,  54  Mich.  583; 
52  Am.  Rep.  831;  Lessard  v.  Stram, 
62  Wis.  112;  51  Am.  Rep.  715. 

»  Cook  V.  Pridgen,  45  Ga.  331;  12 
Am.  Rep.  582;  Watkiaa  v.  Peck,  13 
N.  H.  360;  40  Am.  Dec.  156.  But  the 
grantor  of  an  easement  in  water  may 
restrict  the  purposes  for  which  it  shall 
be  used:  Mandeville  v.  Comstock,  9 
Mich.  536.  As  to  license  to  use,  see 
Cowles  V.  Kidder,  24  N.  H,  364;  57 
Am.  Dec.  287;  Stevens  v.  Stevens,  11 
Met.  251;  45  Am.  Dec.  203;  Coalterw. 
Hunter,  4  Rand.  58;  15  Am.  Dec.  726; 
Seidensparger  v.  Spear,  17  Me.  123; 
35  Am.  Dec.  234;  Johnson  v.  Lewis,  13 
Conn.  303;  33  Am.  Dec.  405. 

*  Avon  Mfg.  Co.  V.  Andrews,  30 
Conn.  476;  Johnstown  Cheese  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Veghte,  69  N.  Y.  16;  25  Am. 
Rep.  125;  Bobo  v.  Wolf,  18  Ohio  St. 
463;  Hines  v,  Robinson,  57  Me.  324; 
99  Am.  Dec.  772;  Houston  v.  Lafi'ee, 
46  N.  H.  505;  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn. 
&  Adol.  1. 

*  Wadsworth  v.  Tillotson,  15  Conn. 
366;  39  Am.  Deo.  391;  White  v.  Cha- 


pin,  12  Allen,  516;  Bucklin  v.  Truell, 
54  N.  H.  122;  Stetfy  v.  Carpenter,  37 
Vt.  41.  In  Connecticut  such  enjoy- 
ment need  not  have  been  adverse: 
Parker  v.  Hotchkisa,  25  Conn.  321. 
See  also  Perrin  v.  Garfield,  37  Vt.  308, 

*  Mason  v.  Hill,  5  Barn.  &  Adol.  I ; 
Townsend  v.  McDonald,  12  N.  Y.  381; 
64  Am.  Dec.  508;  Pillsbury  v.  Moore, 
44  Me.  154;  69  Am.  Dec.  91;  Campbell 
V.  Smith,  8  N.  J.  L.  140;  14  Am.  Dec. 
400;  Cuthbert  v.  Lawton,  3  McCord, 
194;  Law  v.  McDonald,  9  Hun,  23; 
Earl  V.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280;  72 
Am.  Dec.  395;  Odiorne  v.  Lyford,  9 
N.  H.  502;  32  Am.  Dec.  387;  Perley 
V.  Hilton,  55  N.  H.  444.  In  Texas 
and  in  Louisiana  the  period  is  ten 
years:  Haas  v,  Choussard,  17  Tex, 
588;  Delahoussaye  v.  Judice,  13  La, 
Ann.  587;  71  Am.  Dec.  521.  In  Con- 
necticut, fifteen  years:  Wadsworth  v. 
Tillotson,  15  Conn.  366;  39  Am.  Dec. 
391.  And  in  Pennsylvania,  twenty- 
one  years:  Cooper  v.  Smith,  9  Serg.  & 
R.  26;  11  Am.  Dec.  658. 

'  Luther  v.  Winuisimmet,  9  Cush. 
171. 

«  Earl  V.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280; 
72  Am.  Dec.  395. 
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9  Cash. 
Eq.  280; 


owned  by  dififerent  owners,  is  not  sufficient  to  create  a 
right  to  the  continuation  of  the  flowage  by  prescription 
or  adverse  usage.^  The  land  must  have  been  flowed  for 
some  portion  of  each  year  for  twenty  consecutive  years, 
doing  damage  to  it  to  some  appreciable  extent.*  And 
the  use  must  have  been  uninterrupted  during  the  time.* 
But  mere  temporary  suspensions  in  the  user,  such  as 
occur  from  accidental*  or  necessary  causes,'  that  are  not 
permitted  to  continue  for  any  considerable  period,  will 
not  defeat  the  right.  An  easement  to  foul  or  corrupt 
the  water  of  a  stream  may  be  thus  acquired;'  so  of  an 
easement  to  discharge  water  upon  the  land  of  another, 
either  by  an  artificial  channel,  or  by  a  pipe,  or  by  drip 
from  a  roof;^  or  to  maintain  water  at  a  given  height  in  a 
mill-dam."  And  a  mill-owner  may  thus  acquire  a  right 
to  discharge  water  from  his  mill  by  a  race-way  through 
the  land  of  another."  And  a  right  to  maintain  an  aque- 
duct through  another's  land  may  be  acquired  by  a  user 
of  twenty  years  or  more.^°  No  prescription  begins  to  run 
until  the  right  of  action  accrues,  and  no  right  of  action 
accrues  until  injury  is  inflicted."  The  proprietor  of  lands 
below  may,  by  piescription,  acquire  the  right  to  have 
water,  which  in  its  natural  course  flowed  through  and 
over  his   lands,  diverted   from  its   natural   course,  and 


1  Prescott  V.  White,  25  Pick.  342;  32 
Am.  Dec.  266;  Wood  v.  Ward,  3  Ex. 
778;  Greatrix  v.  Haywood,  8  Ex.  261; 
Arkwright  ».  Gell,  5  Mees.  &  W.  203; 
Rawstoa  v.  Taylor,  11  Ex.  369;  Parks 
V.  Newburyport,  10  Gray,  29;  Fryer 
V.  Warne,  29  Wis.  511;  Dickinson  r. 
Worcester,  7  Allen,  19;  White  v. 
Chapiu,  12  Allen,  516. 

'  Augusta  r.  Moulton,  75  Me. 
284. 

^  Cotton  V.  Pocasset  Mfg.  Co.,  13 
Met.  429. 

♦  Haag  V.  Delorme,  30  Wis.  594. 

»Perrin  v.  Garfield,  37  Vt.  310; 
Brace  v.  Yale,  10  Allen,  443. 

"  Merrifield  v.  Lombard,  13  Allen, 
16;  90  Am.  Dec.  172;  Moore  v.  Webb, 
1  Com.  B.,  N.  S,,  673;   Crossley  «. 


Lightowler,  L.  R.  2  Ch.  478;  3  £q. 
Cas.  279. 

•  Ashley  v.  Ashley,  6  Cush.  70; 
Cherry  v.  Stein,  11  Md.  1;  Major  v. 
Chardwick,  11  Ad.  &  E.  571. 

»  Stiles  V.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  266;  01- 
ney  Mills  etc.  Co.  t>.  Meese,  54  Ga. 
459;  Gifford  v.  Lake  Co.,  52  N.  H.  362. 

•Prescott  V.  White,  21  Pick.  341; 
32  Am.  Dec.  266;  Prescott  v.  Williams, 
5  Met.  429;  39  Am.  Dec.  68S;  Tillotson 
».  Smith,  32  N.  H.  90;  64  Am.  Dec 
355;  Williams  v.  Nelson,  23  Pick.  141; 
34  Am.  Dec.  45. 

1**  Northam  v.  Hurley,  1  El.  &  6. 665; 
Watkins  v.  Peck,  13  N.  H.  360;  40 
Am.  Dec.  156. 

'-  Norton  v.  Volentine,  14  Vt.  239; 
39  Am.  Dec  221. 
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thrown  back  upon  the  lands  of  the  proprietor  above/  or 
to  divert  a  stream.* 


§  2925.  By  Acquiescence. — It  does  not  justify  the 
flooding  of  a  person's  hind  by  the  erection  of  a  dam  that 
the  injured  person  consented  to  its  construction,  unless 
he  could  then  have  known,  or  reasonably  foreseen,  that 
his  land  would  be  injured  by  the  dam  in  the  manner 
complained  of.' 

§  2926.  Remedies — Damages. — An  action  for  damages 
lies  for  wrongly  throwing  water  back  upon  the  plaintiff's 
land,*  or  for  diverting  the  water.*  For  an  unlawful  inter- 
ference with  the  right  of  a  riparian  owner  to  use  the  water 


'  Middleton  v.  Gregorie,  2  Rich. 
631;  Stiles  v.  Hooker,  7  Cow.  2(i6; 
Cowles  V.  Kidder,  24  N.  H.  3G4;  67 
Am.  Dec.  287;  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  21 
N.  J.  Eq.  578;  Cowell  v.  Thayer,  5 
Met.  253;  38  Am.  Dec.  400. 

*  Coalter  v.  Hunter,  4  Rand.  58;  15 
Am.  Dec.  726;  Blauchard  v.  Baker,  8 
Me.  253;  23  Am.  Dec.  504. 

"Bell  V.  Elliott,  5  Blackf,  113; 
Smith  V.  Scott,  1  Kerr.  1;  Veght  v. 
Water  Power  Co.,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  142; 
Huddleston  w.  West  Bellevue,  111  Pa. 
St.  110;  Logansport  v.  Uhl,  99  Ind. 
531;  50  Am.  Rep.  109.  But  in  Cain 
V.  Hays,  4  Dana,  338,  it  was  held 
that  where  a  person  had  consented 
to  the  erection  of  a  dam,  this  consent 
might  be  pleaded  in  bar  in  an  action 
to  recover  for  injuries  sustained  there- 
from. In  a  New  York  case  (Brown  v. 
Bowen,  30  N.  Y.  519,  86  Am.  Dec. 
406),  the  court  say:  It  is  true  that 
the  dam  was  built  with  the  assent  of 
the  plaintiffs,  and  it  is  quite  probable 
one  of  them  may  have  aided  in  the 
work.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  defendants  needed  no  assent 
from  the  plaiutifl':}  to  build  a  dam  on 
their  own  side  of  the  river,  ou  their 
own  land,  provided  that  such  a  dam 
caused  no  damage  to  the  plaintiff's 
property.  If  the  defendants  propose 
to  so  build  their  dam  as  to  throw  the 
water  back  on  the  plaintiff's  wheels, 
it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  plaintiffs 


should  consent  to  the  building  of  the 
dam,  or  to  work  on  it  without  consid- 
eration. The  probability  is,  that  the 
jury  found  that  the  plaintiffs'  consent 
and  aid  were  given  on  the  condition 
that  the  work  should  be  so  done  as 
not  to  injure  the  plaintiffs.  It  is  said 
that  the  remedy  of  the  plaintiffs  is  an 
action  for  breach  of  the  agreement  by 
the  defendants  to  so  build  the  dam  as 
not  to  injure  the  plaintiffs.  Techni- 
cally, there  was  no  such  agreement, 
although  doubtless  the  law  might  im- 
ply one,  if  it  was  necessary,  to  prevent 
injustice,  but  the  parties  did  not  un- 
derstand that  the  rights  of  either  party 
rested  in  agreement.  The  acts  and 
assent  of  the  plaintiffs  might  be  treated 
as  a  parol  license  on  condition,  which 
condition  has  never  been  performed, 
and  hence  the  license  fails.  But  the 
facts  proved  do  not  amount  to  a  license 
even.  The  consent  of  the  plaintifl's, 
then,  can  only  operate  by  way  of  es- 
toppel, and  it  cannot  thus  operate 
because  of  the  implied  condition 
upon  which  such  aid  and  assent  were 
given. 

♦  Cowles  V.  Kidder,  24  N.  H.  3C4;  57 
Am.  Dec.  287. 

*"  An  action  may  be  maintained  in 
one  state  for  diverting  a  streiim  in 
that  state  and  preventing  it  from  com- 
ing to  the  plaintiff's  mill  in  another 
state:  Maiinville  Co.  V.Worcester,  13S 
Mass.  89;  52  Am.  Rep.  261. 


4774 
ve/  or 

fy  the 
n  that 
unless 
n,  that 
lanner 


images 
lintitf's 
1  inter- 
e  water 

ng  of  the 
ut  consid- 
,  that  the 
'3'  consent 
condition 
0  done  us 
It  is  said 
litiifs  is  au 
ieuient  by 
16  dam  as 
Techni- 
reement, 
light  im- 
|o  prevent 
I  not  un- 
her  party 
acts   and 
e  treated 
in,  which 
rformed, 
But  the 
a  license 
Iplaintiffs, 
ay  of  63- 
operate 
Iconditiou 
leut  were 

[.  3C4;  57 

Itained  in 

Stream  in 

|rom  coui- 

aui)tht;r 

bster,  13S 


4775 


WATERCOURSES   IN    GENERAL. 


§  292G 


flowing  past  his  land,  an  injunction  is  a  proper  remedy.' 
So  an  embankment  erected  by  one  upon  his  own  lands  by 
which  the  waters  of  a  stream  are  thrown  back  upon  the 
complainant's  opposite  lands  will  be  restrained  as  a  nui- 
sance.' So  one  may  abate  a  nuisance,  and  himself  remove 
a  dam  built  on  his  land,  or  an  obstruction  in  the  stream,' 
or  an  obstruction  upon  the  land  of  another.*  So  the  right 
to  navigate  a  creek  justifies  the  removal  of  obstructions 
therefrom,  and  the  use  of  the  force  requisite." 

A  riparian  proprietor  is  entitled  to  nominal  damages 
for  any  disturbance  of  his  right  without  proof  of  actual 
damage.'  And  exemplary  damages  may  be  awarded  for 
maliciously  stopping  a  watercourse.^  But  the  measure  of 
damages  is  only  such  loss  as  cannot  be  prevented  by  the 
use  of  other  appliances.'  Damages  cannot  be  recovered 
for  trouble  and  expense  of  establishing  the  plaintiff's 
right  to  recover  for  the  injury  caused  by  the  flooding.' 
And  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  possible  use  of  realty,  as  a 
mill  privilege  by  the  wrongful  overflowing  of  the  same, 
where  the  plaintiff  did  not  actually  intend  in  good  faith 
to  make  such  use  of  it,  cannot  be  allowed." 


>  Heilbron  v.  Fowler  etc.  Co.,  75  Cal. 
426;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  183;  Morrill ».  St. 
Anthony's  Falls  Co.,  26  Minn.  222;  37 
Am.  Rep.  .399;  Gardner  v.  Newburgh, 
2  Johns.  Ch.  161;  7  Am.  Dec.  527; 
Belknap  v.  Belknap,  2  Johns.  Ch.  463; 
7  Am.  Dec.  .548;  Coalter  v.  Hunter,  4 
Rand.  58;  15  Am.  Dec.  727;  Lawsoa 
V.  Wooden- ware  Co.,  59  Wis.  393;  48 
Am.  Rep.  528;  Burden  v.  Stein,  27 
Ala.  104;  62  Am.  Dec.  758;  Shields  v. 
Arudt,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  234.  But  an  iudi- 
vidual  cannot  have  redress  against  a 
public  injury  of  this  kj'.id;  Delaware 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stump,  8  Gill  &  J. 
479;  29  Am.  Dec.  561.  And  equity 
will  not,  by  injunction,  restrain  the 
diversion  of  water  until  the  party 
complaining  is  in  a  condition  to  use  it: 
Nevada  etc.  Canal  Co.  v.  Kidd,  37  Cal. 
•JS-2. 

^  Farris  v.  Dudley,  78  Ala.  124;  56 
Am.  Rep.  24;  Ogle  tree  v.  McQuaggs, 
67  Ala.  580;  42  Am.  Rep.    112.     A 


judgment  is  proper  directing  the  lower- 
ing of  the  dam  to  such  a  height  as  will 
abate  the  nuisance:  Rothery  v.  New 
York  Rubber  Co.,  90  N.  Y.  30. 

'  Richardson  v.  Emerson,  3  Wis. 
319;  62  Am.  Dec.  695;  Almy  v.  Grin- 
nell,  11   Met.  53;  45  Am.  Dec.   23S. 

*  Prescott  V.  W^illiams,  5  Met.  429; 
39  Am.  Dec.  688;  Colburn  v.  Richanls, 
13  Mass.  420;  7  Am.  Dec.  160.  But 
aliter  as  to  one  who  has  not  been  in- 
jured: Dwinel  v.  Barnard,  28  Me.  554; 

48  Am.  Dec.  508. 

0  Brubaker  v.  Paul,  7  Dana,  428;  32 
Am.  Dec.  111. 

6  Stein  V.  Burden,  24  Ala.  130;  60 
Am.  Dec.  453. 

'  Walker  v.  Butz,  1  Yeates,  574. 

•  Decorah  Woollen  Mill  Co.  v.  Greer, 

49  Iowa,  490. 

»  Good  V.  Mylin,  8  Pa.  St.  51;  49 
Am.  Dec.  493. 

'•  Worcester  v.  Mfg.  Co.,  41  Me.  159; 
66  Am.  Dec.  217. 
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Illustrations. — The  keeper  of  a  seaside  summer  hotel  was 
«ntitled  to  the  beach  in  front  of  his  premises,  to  which  visitors 
Tesorted  for  bathing  and  air.  The  defendants,  setting  up  title, 
intruded  thereon,  and  undertook  to  get  possession,  and  threat- 
ened litigation.  One  of  them  was  of  no  pecuniary  responsibility. 
Held,  that  an  action  to  quiet  title,  and  for  an  injunction,  would 
lie:  Mulry  y.  Norton^  100  N.  Y.  426;  53  Am.  Rep.  206. 
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CHAPTER  CXXXV. 


NAVIGABLE  WATERS. 

§  2927.  What  are  navigable  waters. 

§  2928.  Floatable  streams  —  Booms  and  booming  companies. 

§  2929.  Navigability  a  question  of  fact  —  What  streams  are  and  are  not  nari* 

gable. 

§  2930.  Rights  of  riparian  proprietors — As  to  extent. 

§  2931.  High  or  low  water  mark. 

§  2932.  As  to  use. 

§  2933.  Control  of  state  over  inland  streams  and  waters. 

§  2934.  Tidal  streams  and  waters  of  interstate  commerce. 

§  2935.  State  may  convey  its  right  to  shore. 

§  2936.  Any  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  a  nuisance. 

§  2937.  Right  of  riparian  proprietors  to  erect  wharves,  etc. 

§  2938.  Rights  of  fishery  —  In  fresh  waters. 

§  2939.  In  tide-waters  —  Oysters. 

§  2940.  State  regulations  as  to  fishing. 

§  2941.  Remedies. 

§  2927.  What  are  Navigable  Waters.  —  By  the  com- 
mon law  of  England  only  such  sitiims  aa  were  subject 
to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  were  deemed  navigable 
waters.*  In  the  United  States  this  rule  is  much  ex- 
tended. Here,  on  account  of  the  vast  number  of  large 
inland  waters — lakes  and  rivers — which  we  possess,  the 
test  of  navigability  is,  in  the  majority  of  the  cases,  made  to 
depend  upon  the  capacity  of  the  stream  in  its  natural  state 
to  subserve  the  ends  of  commerce  or  trade,  without  any 
reference  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  or  as  to  whether  it 
has  become  so  by  long  usage  or  by  express  statute.'    Those 


'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  522;  Rhodes 
V.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578;  73  Am.  Dec.  439. 

» State  V.  Narrows  Club,  100  N.  C. 
477;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  618;  Fulmer  v. 
Williams,  122  Pa.  St.  191;  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  88;  Escaiiaba  Co.  v.  Chicago,  107 
U.  S.  678;  Barney  v.  Keokuk,  94  U. 
S.  324;  Carson  v.  Blazer,  2  Biiin.  475; 
4  Am.  Dec.  413;  Hooker  v.  Cunimings, 
20  Johns.  90;  11  Am.  Dec.  249;  People 
V.  St.  Louis,  3  Gilm.  351;  48  Am.  Dec. 
339;  Moore  v.  Veazie,  32  Me.  343;  52 


Am.  Dec.  655;  Comm'rs  v.  Withers, 
29  Miss.  21;  64  Am.  Dec.  126;  Treat 
V.  Lord,  42  Me.  552;  66  Am.  Dec.  298; 
Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578;  73  Am. 
Dec.  439;  Baker  v.  Lewis,  33  Pa.  St. 
301;  75  Am.  Dec.  598;  Lorman  v. 
Benson,  8  Mich.  18;  77  Am.  Dec.  435; 
Little  Rock  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brooks,  39 
Aik.  403;  43  Am.  Rep.  277;  Charles- 
ton etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Johnson,  73  6a. 
306;  Sullivan  v.  Spottswood,  82  Ala. 
361. 
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rivers  are  regarded  as  navigiiLle  in  law  wliich  are  navi- 
gable ill  fact.  And  tbcy  arc  navi;^able  in  fact  when  they 
are  used,  or  are  susceptible  of  being  used,  in  their  ordi- 
nary condition,  as  highways  for  commerce,  over  which 
trade  and  travel  are,  or  may  be,  conducted  in  the  custom- 
ary modes  of  trade  and  travel  on  water,*  whether  they 
be  80  continuously  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  or  not;'  or 
whether  they  be  navigable  in  every  part  or  not;'  or 
jwhether  they  are  only  navigable  with  pleasure-boats;* 
or  for  mill-logs  and  small  boats  at  high  water.*  Courts 
will  take  judicial  notice  of  the  navigability  of  large  rivers.* 
So  where  the  fact  of  navigability  of  a  stream  is  generally 


•The  Daniel    Ball,    10  Wall.  557; 
The  Montello,  11  Wall.  411;  Moore  v. 
Sanborn,  2  Mich.  519;   6U  Am.  Deo. 
20y;  Brown  v.  Chadbourne,  31  Me.  9; 
60  Am.    Doc.    641;    People  v.    Canal 
Appraisers,  33  N.  Y.  461;  Morgan  v. 
Kinj,',  35  N.  Y.  459;  91  Am.  Due.  58; 
Flannagan  v.  Philadelphia,  42  Pa.  St. 
219;  Mouongahela  Bridge  Co.  v.  Kirk, 
46  Pa.  St.  112;  84  Am.  Dec.  527;  Cox 
V.    State,    3    Blackf.    193;     Hogg    v. 
Zaneaville  Canal    Co.,    5    Ohio,    410; 
Hickok  V.  Mine.  23  Ohio  St.  627;  13 
Am.  Rep.  255;  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute 
Bridge  Co.,  6  McLean,  237;  Rowe  v. 
The  Granite  Bridge  Co.,  21  Pick.  346; 
Illinois   River   Packet   Co.   v.    Peoria 
Bridge  Co.,  38  111.  467;  Harrington  w. 
Edwards,  17  Wis.  586;  84  Am.  Dec.  768; 
Carson  v.  Blazer,  2  Binn.  475;  4  Am. 
Dec.  413;  The  Montello,  20  Wall.  430, 
the  court  saying:  "The  true  test  of  the 
navigability  of  a  stream  does  not  depend 
on  the  mode  by  which  commerce  is,  or 
may  bo,  conducted,  uor  the  difficultica 
attending  navigation.    If  this  were  so, 
the  public  would  be  deprived  of  the 
use  of  many  of  the  large  rivers  of  the 
country,  over  which  raits  of  lumber  of 
great  value  are  constantly  taken  to 
market.     It  would  be  a  narrow  rule 
to  hold  that  in  this  country,  uuless  a 
river  was  capable  of  being  navigated 
by  steam  or  sail  vessels,  it  could  uot  be 
treated    as  a  public    highway.     Tho 
capability  of  use   by  the  public   for 
purposes  of  transportation  and  com- 
merce afifords  tlie  true  criterion  of  tlie 
navigability  of  a  river,  rather  thau  ex- 


tent and  manner  of  that  use.  If  it  be 
capalile  in  its  natural  state  of  being 
used  for  purposes  of  commerce,  no 
mutter  in  what  mode  the  commerce 
may  be  conducted,  it  is  navigable  iu 
fact,  and  becomes  in  law  a  public  river 
or  highway.  Vessels  of  any  kind  that 
can  Hoat  upon  the  water,  whether  ])r<)- 
pelled  by  animal  power,  by  the  wind, 
or  by  the  agency  of  steam,  are,  or  may 
become,  the  mode  by  which  a  va.st 
commerce  can  be  conducted,  and  it 
would  be  a  mischievous  rule  tliat 
would  exclude  either  in  determining 
the  navigability  of  a  river.  It  is 
not,  however,  as  Chief  Justice  Shaw 
said  (21  Pick.  344),  'every  small 
creek  in  which  a  fishing-skiff  or 
gunning-canoe  can  be  made  to  float 
at  high  water  which  is  deemed  navi- 
gable, but,  in  order  to  give  it  tlie 
cliaracter  of  a  navigable  stream,  it 
must  be  generally  and  commonly  use- 
ful to  some  purpose  of  trade  or  agii- 
culture.'" 

''  Walker  v.  Allen,  72  Ala.  45(;; 
Little  Kock  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brocks, 
39  Ark.  403;  43  Am.  Rep.  277. 

'  Notwitlistauding  the  obstrtif^'  ■ 
falls:  lure  State  Reservation  C 
37  Hun,  537;  Spooner  v.  McCi  ,  i 

McLean,  337. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Woodn,  1 03 
IVTass.  436;  1 1  Am.  Rep.  380.  But  ..ce 
Burrows  v.  Whitman,  69  Mich.  279. 

*  Shaw  V.  Iron  Co.,  10  Or.  371;  45 
Am.  Rep.  146. 

fi  \Vood  V.  Fowler,  26  Kan.  682;  40 
Am.  Rep.  330. 
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ich.  279. 
371;  45 
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known,  the  court  may  take  judicial  notice  of  it,  and  proof 
upon  the  trial  is  not  re(iuired.' 

§  2928.  Floatable  Streams  —  Booms  and  Booming  Com- 
panies.—  There  is  a  class  of  streams  which,  altiiough  not 
navigable  by  "boats  or  ligliters,"  are  yet  susceptible,  for 
tlie  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  year,  of  valuable  use  for  the 
purpose  of  floating  logs  and  other  products  of  the  country 
along  their  banks  to  market  or  to  mills,  and  which  are  con- 
sidered to  that  extent  navigable.^  But  if  such  stream  in 
its  natural  state  is  not  floatable,  it  is  absolutely  private, 
and  though  made  floatable  by  the  owner  by  artificial 
means,  is  not  subject  to  public  use;'  nor  where  it  is 
only  fit  for  that  purpose  during  high  water  or  periodical 
freshets.*  A  stream  that  would  not  float  logs  without  the 
aid  of  a  person  in  a  canoe  or  of  people  on  the  banks  to 
push  them  along,  and  when  the  logs  are  frequently  in- 
jured by  the  difficulty  in  passing  them  through,  is  not  a 
navigable  stream.*  The  public  may  use  a  stream  for 
floating  logs,  although  it  may  injure  the  riparian  owner, 
or  although  it  may  at  times  be  necessary  to  go  upon  its 
banks  to  efi'ect  such  floating,*  and  one  is  not  liable  to  a 


1  Ross  V.  Faust,  54  Ind.  471;  23  Am. 

Rep.  055. 

"  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454; 
91  Am.  Dec.  58;  Davis  v.  Winslow,  51 
Me.  264;  81  Am.  Dec.  573;  Magnolia 
V.  Marshall,  39  Miss.  12G;  Com.  v. 
Cliapin,  5  Pick.  199;  16  Am.  Dec.  .'{80; 
Volk  V.  Ehlred,  23  Wis.  410;  Stuart 
t'.  Clark,  2  Swan,  9;  68  Am.  Dec.  49; 
'"  .des  V.  Otis,  33  Ala.  578;  73  Am. 
1  .  439;  Neaderhouser  v.  State,  28 
Ina.  270;  Ellis  v.  Carey,  30  Ala.  725; 
L;  .bard  v.  Bell,  54  111.  112;  People 
V  inal  Appraisers,  33  N.  Y.  472; 
\\ei8e  V.  Smith,  3  Or.  445;  7  Am. 
Rep.  021;  Lorman  «.  Benson,  8  Mich. 
18;  77  Am.  Dec.  435;  Middleton  v. 
Fiat  River  Booming  Co.,  27  Mich. 
533;  Thunder  ".ay  Booming  Co.  v. 
Speechly,  31  M.a.  .336;  18  Am.  Rep, 
1S4;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me.  552;  66 
Am.  Dec.   298;  Smith  v.   Fonda,   64 


Miss.  551;  Olson  v.  Merrill,  42  Wis. 
203. 

»  Wadsworth  v.  Smith,  11  Mo.  278; 
26  Am.  Dec.  526.  A  mill-owaer  ia 
under  no  obligation  ^j  atford  to  one 
desiring  to  float  logs  down  the  river 
better  facilities  than  the  stream,  in  its 
natural  state,  would  afford:  Peai-son 
V.  Rolfe,  70  Me.  380. 

•Hul)l)ard  v.  Boll,  54  111.  110;  5 
Am.  Rep.  98;  Lewis  v.  CoflFee  Co.,  77 
Ala.  190;  54  Am.  Rep.  55. 

*  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  4o4;  91 
Am.  Dec.  .58;  Treat  v.  Lord,  42  Me. 
552;  66  Am.  Dec.  298. 

*  Brown  v.  Chadhourne,  31  Me.  9; 
50  Am.  Dec.  641;  Field  v.  Apple  Log 
Driving  Co.,  67  Wis.  569;  Buchanan 
V.  Grand  River  etc.  Co.,  48  Miih.  3(54; 
Weise  v.  Smith,  3  Or.  445;  8  Am. 
Rep.  621. 
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riparian  owner  on  whose  land  they  strand.*  But  a  need- 
less obstruction,  or  negligence  in  any  respect,  will  render 
the  party  liable." 

Tlie  state  may  regulate  the  passage  of  logs  uo;vn  a 
stream,  and  may  authorize  a  boom  company  to  tivke 
charge  of  them  and  collect  compensation,  whether  tha 
services  of  the  company  have  been  requested  by  the 
owners  of  the  logs,  or  not.'  Such  a  corporation  is  not 
liable  for  flowage  of  land  caused  by  an  extraordinary 
freshet  not  reasonably  to  have  been  anticipated  and 
guarded  against,  although  to  some  extent  occasioned  by 
the  boom;*  nor  for  lumber  lost  by  inevitable  accident, 
or  if  tha  insufficiency  of  the  boom  arose  from  the  un- 
avoidablt  dangers  of  the  river;'  nor  for  an  obstruction 
which  is  unreasonable.*  But  it  is  liable  for  a  needless  or 
willful  obstruction.' 


§  2929.  Question  of  Navigability  One  of  Fact  —  What 
Streams  are  and  are  not  Navigable. — The  question  of 
navigability — outside  of  waters  which  ebb  and  flow  —  is 
one  of  fact  to  be  proved  by  the  party  alleging.'  No  use 
of  a  stream  by  one  party  alone,  however  valuable  it  may 
be  to  him,  will  make  it  a  navigable  stream.'  A  creek  in  a 
salt  marsh  is  not  navigable  merely  because  a  skiflf  can  be 


'  Carter  v.  Thurston,  58  N.  H.  104; 
42  Am.  Rep.  584.  Aliter  where  the 
Gtranding  ia  willful:  Hf  ines  v.  Welch, 
14  Or.  319. 

'^  Grand  Rapids  etc.  Co.  v.  Jarvis,  30 
Mich.  308;  Brown  v.  Chadbourne,  31 
Me.  9;  50  Am.  Dec.  641;  Sullivan  v. 
Jernigan,  21  Fla.  264;  Stevens  Point 
Boom  Co.  V.  Reilly,  46  Wis.  237; 
Union  Mill  Co.  v.  Shires.  66  Wis.  476; 
McPlieeters  v.  Log  Driving  Co.,  78 
M     329. 

^  Duluth  Lumber  Co.  v.  Boom  Co., 
17  Fed.  Rep.  419;  Osborne  v.  Knife 
Falls  Boom  Corporation,  32  Minn.  412; 
50  Am.  Rjp.  590. 

*  Borcliardt  v.  Wausau  Boom  Co., 
64  Wis.  107;  41  Am.  Rep.  12. 

^  Brown     «.     Susquehanna     Boom 


Co.,   IC"  Pa.   St.   57;  58  Am.  Rep. 

708. 

•  Attorney -General  v.  Evart  Boom- 
ing Co.,  34  Mich.  462. 

'  Watts  V.  Boom  Co.,  52  Mich.  203; 
Union  Mill  Co.  v.  Shires,  66  Wis.  476; 
McPheeters  v.  Los  Driving  Co.,  78 
Mc.  329. 

*  2.IcManu3  v.  Carmichael,  3  Iowa, 
1;  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454;  91 
Am.  Dec.  58;  Rhodes  v.  Otis,  33  Ala. 
578;  73  Am.  Dec.  439;  Treat  i>.  Lord, 
42  Me.  552;  66  Am.  Dec.  298;  Wads- 
worth  V.  Smith,  11  Me.  278;  26  Am. 
Dec.  525;  Martin  v.  Bliss,  5  Blackf.  35; 
32  Am.  Dec.  52;  Stump  v.  -McNairy, 
6  Humph.  363;  42  Am.  Dec.  437. 

•Rhodes  v.  Ot.8,  33  Ala.  578;  73 
Am.  Dec.  439. 
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floated  in  it  at  high  water,  or  because  it  can  be  used  at 
extraordinary  tides;'  nor  is  a  river  because  it  was  used 
after  a  dam  was  built  across  it,  for  pleasure  boating  or 
fishing,  nor  because  its  waters  eventually  find  their  way 
through  the  great  lakes  to  the  sea.''  If  it  can  be  used  only 
by  a  few  i7:dividuals,  and  only  for  a  few  weeks  in  each 
year,  it  is  not  regarded  as  a  public  stream;'  nor  unless  it 
is  capable  of  use  without  deepening  or  widening,  or  other 
artificial  means,  as  by  a  dam;*  or  digging  out  the  chan- 
nel, or  widening  the  stream,*  or  other  mechanical  de- 
vices.* 


§  2930.  Rights  of  Riparian  Proprietors — As  to  Extent. 
—  In  a  majority  of  the  cases  it  is  held  that  while  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tide  is  no  longer  the  test  of  navigability, 
yet  that  while  in  streams  affected  by  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
the  tide  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  in  the  state, 
and  those  of  the  riparian  proprietors  end  at  high-water 
mark,  in  all  other  streams,  whether  large  or  small,  the 
owner  of  the  bank  is  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  the  river  to 
the  center  thereof/  In  some  of  the  states  no  distinction 
is  made  between  the  rights  of  riparian  owners  upon  fresh- 
water streams  navigable  in  fact,  and  those  streams  affected 
by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  but  the  same  rule  pre- 


'  Rowe  V.  Granite  Bridge  Corpora- 
tion, 21  Pick.  344. 

'  Burroughs  v.  Whitwam,  69  Mich. 
279.  ' 

•  Munsnn  v.  Hnngerford,  6  Barb. 
2G5;  liurrows  v.  Gallup,  32  Coun.  493; 
87  Am.  Dec.  18c 

*  Volk  V.  EldrecJ,  23  Wis.  410. 

»  Wads  worth  v.  Smith,  11  Me.  278; 
26  Am.  Dec.  525. 

«  Morgan  v.  King,  35  N.  Y.  454;  91 
Am.  Dec.  58. 

'  Avery  v.  Fox,  1  Abb.  246;  Arnold 
V.  Mundy,  6  N.  J.  L.  1;  10  Am.  Dec. 
356:  Gough  v.  Bell,  21  N.  J.  L.  156; 
22  N.  J.  L.  455;  Bell  v.  Govgh,  23  N. 
J.  L.  656;  Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N. 
J.  L.  532;  3  Am.  Rep.  2tiS>;  City  v. 
Ladiu,  49  lA.  177;  Broxou  v.  Bressler, 


64  111.  '88;  Berry  ».  Snider,  3  Bush, 
266;  96  /  m.  Deo.  219;  Miller  v.  Hep- 
burn, 8  '.ush,  326;  Granger  v.  Avery, 
64  Me.  292;  O'Fallon  v.  Daggett,  4 
Mo.  343;  29  Am.  Dec.  640;  Magnolia 
V.  Marshall,  39  Miss.  109;  Morgan  v. 
Reading,  3  Sniedes  &  M.  36(3;  Iiigra- 
ham  V.  Wilkinson,  4  Pick.  268;  16  Am. 
Dec.  342;  Lor  man  v,  Benson,  8  Mich. 
18;  77  Am.  Dec.  435;  Young  v.  Har- 
rison, 6  Ga.  141;  Adams  v.  Pease,  2 
Conn.  481;  Chapman  v.  Kimball,  9 
Coun.  38;  21  Am.  Dec.  707;  Cates  v. 
Wadlington,  1  McCord,  580;  10  Am. 
Dec.  6U8;  Hooker  v.  Cunnnings,  20 
Johns.  90;  1 1  Am.  Dec.  249;  Brooklyn 
V.  Smith,  104  III.  429;  44  Am.  Rep. 
90;  State  v.  PaciMo  Guauo  Co.,  22  S. 
C.  50. 
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vails  as  to  all,  and  the  bed  of  all  navigable  streams  is  held 
to  be  vested  in  the  state.* 


tl] 
tl] 


§  2931.  High  or  Low  Water  Mark.  —  The  common-law 
rule  was  that  the  riparian  owner's  title  ended  at  high- 
water  mark,  and  this  is  laid  down  in  most  of  the  Ameri- 
can cases.''     But  in  several  of  the  states,  where  it  is  held 


»  Home  V.  Richards,  4  Call,  441 ;  2 
Am.  Dec.  574;  Benson  v.  Morrow,  61 
Mo.  345;  Shrunk  v.  Schuylkill  C:o.,  14 
Serg.  &  R.  71;  Bridge  Co.  v.  Kirk,  46 
Pa.  112;  Ellis  v.  Carey,  30  Ala.  725; 
Bullock  V.  Wilson,  2  Port.  436;  Ingrain 
V.  ThreadgiU,  3  Dev.  59;  Collins  r. 
Benbury,  3  Ired.  277;  38  Am.  Dec, 
722;  Stuart  v.  Clark,  2  Swan,  9;  58 
Am.  Dec.  49;  Elder  v.  Burrus,  6 
Humph.  358;  Haight  v.  Keokuk,  4 
Humph.  199;  McManus  v.  Carmichael, 
3  Humph.  1;  Tomlin  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  32 
Iowa,  106;  7  Am.  Rep.  176;  Attorney- 
General  V.  Wood,  108  Mass.  436;  11 
Am.  Rep.  380;  People  v.  Canal  Ap- 
praisers, 33  N.  Y.  461.  In  Barney  v. 
Keokuk,  94  U.  S.  324,  the  court  say: 
"The  confusion  of  navigable  with  tide 
water,  found  in  the  monuments  of  the 
common  law,  long  prevailed  in  this 
country,  notwithstanding  the  broad 
differences  existing  between  the  ex- 
tent and  topography  of  the  British 
island  and  that  of  the  American  con- 
tinent. It  had  the  influence  for  two 
generations  of  excluding  the  admiralty 
jurisdiction  from  our  great  rivers  and 
inland  seM.  And  under  the  like  influ- 
ence it  laid  the  foundation  in  many 
states  of  doctrines  with  regard  to  own- 
ership of  the  soil  in  navigable  waters 
above  tide-water  at  variance  witli 
sound  principles  of  public  policy. 
Whether,  as  rules  of  property,  it 
would  now  be  safe  to  change  these 
doctrines  where  they  have  l)een  ap- 
plied, as  before  remarked,  is  for  the 
several  states  themselves  to  deter- 
mine. If  they  choose  to  resign  to  the 
riparian  proprietor  rights  which  prop- 
erly belong  to  them  in  their  sovereign 
capacity,  it  is  not  for  others  to  raise 
objections.  In  our  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  correct  principles  were  laid 
down  in  Martin  v.  Waddell,  16  Pet. 
367;  Pollard's  Lessee  v.  Hagan,  3  How. 


212;  and  Goodtitle  v.  Kibbe,  9  How. 
471.  These  cases  related  to  tide-water, 
it  is  true;  but  they  enunciate  princi- 
ples which  are  equally  applicable  to  all 
navigable  waters.  An<l  since  this 
court,  in  the  case  of  The  Genessee 
Chief,  12  How.  443,  has  declared  that 
the  great  lakes  and  other  navigable 
waters  of  the  country,  above  as  well 
as  below  the  flow  of  the  tide,  are,  in 
the  strictest  sense,  entitled  to  the  de- 
nomination of  navigable  waters,  and 
amenable  to  the  admiralty  jurisdiction, 
there  seems  to  be  no  sound  reason  for 
adhering  to  the  old  rule  as  to  the  pro- 
prietorship of  the  beds  and  shores  of 
such  waters.  It  properly  belongs  to 
the  states  by  their  inherent  sover- 
eignty, and  the  United  States  has 
wisely  abstained  from  extending  (if  it 
could  extend)  its  survey  and  grants 
beyond  the  limits  of  high  water.  The 
cases  in  which  this  court  seemed  to 
hold  a  contrary  view  depended,  as 
most  cases  must  depend,  on  the  local 
laws  of  the  states  in  which  the  lauds 
were  situated." 

'•'  McManus  v.  Carmichael,  3  Iowa,  1; 
Mnssey  v.  Hershey,  42  Iowa,  3o(j; 
Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  J.  L  530; 
3  Am.  Rep.  269;  Mayor  of  Mobile  v. 
Enslava,  9  Port.  601;  33  Am.  Dec. 
3-J5;  Gough  V.  Bell,  21  N.  J.  L.  156; 
Diitton  V.  Strong,  1  Kiack,  25;  Yates 
V.  Milwaukee,  10  Wall.  497;  Stover  v. 
Jack,  60  Pa.  St.  339;  100  Am.  Dec. 
.n66;  Attorney-General  v,  R.  R.  Co., 
27  N.  J.  Eq.  1;  Arnold  v.  Muudy,  6 
N.  J.  L.  1;  10  Am.  Dec.  .356;  Ex  parte 
Jeimings,  6  Cow.  518;  1(5  Am.  Doc. 
447;  Chapman  v.  Kimball,  9  Conn.  38; 
21  Am.  Dec.  706;  Collins  v.  Benbury,  5 
Ired.  118;  42  Am.  Dec.  155;  Ward  v. 
Willis,  6  Jones,  183;  72  Am.  Dec.  670; 
Loruian  r.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18;  77 
Am.  'Jec.  4.35;  Long  Beach  etc.  Water 
Co.  V.  Richardson,  70  Cal.  206. 
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that  the  title  to  the  beds  of  the  streams  are  in  the  state, 
the  titles  of  riparian  owners  are  extended  to  low-water 
mark,  thus  vesting  in  them  the  power  and  the  right  to 
erect  and  maintain  wharves  in  front  of  their  property, 
where  it  can  be  done  without  actual  impediment  to  navi- 
gation.* The  correct  doctrine,  it  is  said,  in  some  cases, 
is,  that  the  riparian  proprietor  takes  an  absolute  title  to 
the  high-water  mark,  and  a  qualified  right  to  low-water 
mark.''  In  Massachusetts  the  owner  of  land  adjoining  the 
sea  owns  the  flats  to  low-water  mark,  or  to  at  least  one 
hundred  rods,  if  low-water  mark  is  more  than  that  from 
high-watermark.'  The  terms  "usual"  or  -'high-water" 
mark,  as  applied  to  tide-waters,  are  used  to  designate 
the  limit  reached  by  the  neap-tides,  that  is,  those  tides 
which  happen  between  the  full  and  change  of  the  moon, 
twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours.* 

§  2932.    Right  of  Riparian  Owners  —  As  to  Use.  —  The 

riparian  owner  has  a  right  to  use  the  stream  in  all  ways 
and  for  all  purposes  which  are  not  inconsistent  with  its 
use  by  the  public'    He  may  use  the  water  for  the  purpose 


'  Sherlock  v.  Bainl)riclge,  41  Ind.  35; 
13  Am.  Rei>.  302;  Martin  v.  Nonce,  3 
Head,  649;  Bullock  v.  Wilson,  2  Port. 
447;  O'Fallon  v.  Daggett,  4  Mo.  343; 
29  Am.  Dec.  640;  Storer  v.  Freeman, 
6  Mass.  483;  4  Am.  Dec.  155;  East 
Haven  v.  Hemmingway.  7  Conn.  186; 
Harvey  v.  Thomas,  10  Watts,  63;  36 
Am.  Dec.  141;  Stevens  v.  King,  76 
Me.  197;  49  Am.  Rep.  609;  Wallver  v. 
Shepardson,  4  Wis.  486;  65  Am.  Dec. 
324. 

^  Stover  r.  Jack,  60  Pa.  St.  ^i^id;  100 
Am.  Due.  566;  Duttou  o.  Strong,  1 
liliick,  25;  Musser  v.  llershey,  42  Iowa, 
3i6;  Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N.  J.  L. 
530;  3  Am.  Dec.  209;  Ball  p.  Slack,  2 
Wliart.  508;  30  Am.  Dec.  278. 

^  Storer   r.  Freeman,  6   Mass.  435; 

4  Am.  Dec.  155;  Barker  v.  Bates,  1.3 
Pick.  255;  23  Am.  Dec.  678;  Mayhew 
)'.  Norton,  17  Pick.  357;  28  Am.  Dec. 
300;  Valentine  v.  Piper,  22  Pick.  85; 
33  Am.  Dec.  715;  Ashley  v.  R.  R.  Co., 

5  Met.  368;  38  Am.  Dec.  426.     So  in 


Maine:  3  Kent's  Com.  430;  Deering  v. 
Long  Wh;>rf  Co.,  25  Me.  51;  State  v. 
Wilson,  42  Me.  9;  Parker  v.  Cutter 
MilKlam  Co.,  20  Me.  353;  37  Am. 
Dec.  56;  Duncan  v.  Sylvester,  24  Me. 
482;  41  Am.  Dec.  400;  Gerrish  v. 
Union  Wharf,  26  Me.  384;  46  Am. 
Dec.  568:  Pike  v.  Monroe,  36  Me.  309; 
58  Am.  ;  oc.  751. 

*  Tescliemacher  v.  Thompson,  18 
Cal.  11;  79  Am.  Dec.  151. 

*  Lormaii  v.  Benson,  8  Mich.  18;  77 
Am.  Dec.  435;  Lancey  v.  Clifford,  54 
Me.  491;  92  Am.  Dec.  561;  Morgan  v. 
King,  18  Barb.  277;  Scofiekl  v.  Lan- 
sing,  17  Mich.  437;  Avery  v.  Fox, 
1  Abb.  246;  Yates  v.  Milwaukee, 
10  Wall.  497.  Owners  of  shores  of 
navigable  rivers  have  power  to  con- 
trol right  of  embarkation  and  landing 
even  at  the  terminus  of  a  public  road: 
Bird  V.  Smith,  8  Watts,  434;  34  Am. 
Dec.  483;  O'Fallon  v.  Daggett,  4  Mo. 
343;  29  Am.  Dec.  640.  The  public 
may  not  gain  by  prescription  the  right 
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of  manufacture.  He  may  erect  dams  across  the  stream, 
provided  he  leaves  room  for  the  passage  of  logs  and  other 
products.*  The  state  in  many  of  the  states  being  the 
owner  of  all  the  bed  of  the  stream  below  high-water  mark, 
the  riparian  owner  does  not  acquire  any  interest  in  the 
stream  over  any  other  member  of  the  public,  except  that 
by  his  proximity  thereto  he  enjoys  greater  conveniences 
than  the  public  generally.  And  the  state  may  deprive  him 
entirely  of  this  convenience,  by  itself  making  erections 
upon  the  shore,  or  authorizing  the  use  of  the  shore  by 
others,  in  such  a  way  as  to  deprive  him  of  his  convenience 
altogether,  and  for  such  act  he  is  without  a  remedy.^ 
Thus  the  state  may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves,  or 
the  construction  of  embankments  for  railroads,  on  the 
shore  of  navigable  streams,  or  its  use  in  any  way  that 
does  net  directly  trench  on  the  land  itself  of  the  riparian 
owner.'  A  riparian  owner  on  the  banks  of  a  navigable 
river  has  no  such  interest  in  the  soil  between  high  and 
low  water  mark  as  will  enable  him  to  maintain  trespass 
against  one  who  removes  sand  from  the  shore.*  Seaweed 
deposited  upon  the  shore  between  high  and  low  water 
mark  belongs  to  the  first  appropriator,  and  the  owner  of 
adjacent  land  cannot  maintain  trespass  therefor.' 

§  2933.  Control  of  State  over  Inland  Streams  and 
Waters.  — A  state  has  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  control 
over  its  inland  streams  that  are  not  avenues  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  other  states.  It  may  authorize  the 
erection  of  wharves,  piers,  docks,  or  dams  thereon,  or  the 


to  use  the  land  of  an  individual  on  a 
navigable  river  as  a  place  of  landing 
and  of  deposit  of  chattels  for  an  in- 
definite time:  Thomas  v.  Ford,  63  Md. 
346;  52  Am.  Rep.  513. 

>  Scofield  V.  Lansing,  17  Mich.  437; 
Thurman  v.  Morrison,  14  B.  Mon.  3U7; 
Douglass  V.  State,  4  Wis.  387. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  539. 

»  Barney  v.  Keokuk,  94  U.  S.  324; 
Gould  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  N.  Y.  522;  Tom- 


lin  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  106;  7  Am. 
Rep.  176;  McManus  v.  Carmichael,  3 
Iowa,  1;  ytevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N. 
J.  L.  532;  3  Am.  Rep.  269;  Lansing  v. 
Smith,  8  Cow.  146;  In  re  Water  Com- 
missioners, 3  Edw.  Ch.  306. 

*  McManus  v.  Carmichael,  3  Iowa, 
1;  Goodwin  v.  Thompson,  15  Lea,  20'.); 
64  Am.  Rep.  411. 

"  Mather  v.  Chapman,  40  Conn.  382; 
16  Am.  Rep.  46. 
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erection  of  bridges  over  them,  or  even  divert  the  water 
thereof,  and  entirely  destroy  their  navigability;  and  upon 
such  streams,  whatever  is  done  by  individuals  strictly 
within  the  scope  of  the  power  given  is  lawful,  and  cannot 
be  regarded  either  as  a  public  or  private  nuisance.'  But 
neither  th  state  nor  the  general  government  can  do  any 
act  that  will  entirely  destroy  the  navigability  of  an  arm 
of  the  sea  or  an  interstate  stream.'' 


§  2934.  Tidal  Streams  and  Avenues  of  Interstate 
Commerce.  —  But  in  the  case  of  tidal  streams  and  fresh- 
water streams  which  are  avenues  of  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  states,  the  national  government,  under 
its  power  to  regulate  commerce,  has  the  superior  jurisdic- 
tion, and  the  state  can  authorize  no  act  to  be  done  upon 
them  which  will  materially  interfere  with  their  naviga- 
bility." Nevertheless,  the  state,  as  to  streams  of  this 
character,  has  a  limited  jurisdiction.  Where  Congress 
has  not  acted,  the  state  has  authority  over  navigable 
waters  within  its  boundaries,  and  over  the  lands  under 
them.*  An  act  done  therein  under  state  authority,  as  the 
erection  of  a  bridge,  dam,  or  other  erection  in  or  over  the 
stream,  although  operating  as  a  slight  obstruction  to  nav- 
igation, will  not  be  regarded  as  a  nuisance  if  the  public 


'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  548;  Bailey 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Harr.  (Del.)  389;  44 
Am.  Dec.  593;  Glover  v.  Pov.  ell,  10 
N.  J.  Eq.  21 1 ;  Crittenden  v.  Wil^jon, 
5  Cow.  IGo;  15  Am.  Dec.  462;  Ren- 
wick  V,  Morris,  7  Hill,  575;  Gibbons 
V.  Ogden,  9  Wheat.  1;  Tlie  Daniel 
Bell,  10  Wall.  557;  The  Montello,  II 
Wall.  41 1 ;  The  Wharf  Case,  3  Bland, 
383;  (iiaiit  v.  Davenport,  18  Iowa, 
178;  Dutton  v.  Strong,  I  Black,  23; 
Wilson  V.  Blackford  &  Co.,  2  Pet.  245. 

'Cox  V.  State,  3  Blackf.  193; 
Bennett  v.  Baggs,  1  Bald.  60;  Corfield 
D.  Caryell,  4  Wash.  C.  C.  371;  Pol- 
lard's Lessee  v.  Hagan,  3  How,  229. 

^  Wood  on  Nuisances,  549;  Jolly 
V.  Terre  Haute  Drawbridge  Co.,  6 
McLean,  237;  Columbus  Lis.  Co.  v. 
800 


Curtenius,  6  McLean,  209;  Pennsyl- 
vania V.  Bridge  Co.,  13  How.  519. 
The  United  States  may  maintain  a 
suit  to  compel  a  company  erecting  a 
bridge  across  a  navigable  river,  under 
a  federal  or  state  statute,  to  comply 
with  the  statute,  or  to  abate  the 
bridge  as  a  nuisance:  United  States 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  Fed.  Rep.  113;  New 
Orleans  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Mississippi, 
112  U.  S.  12. 

*  American  Dock  and  Improvement 
Co.  V.  Public  School  Trustees,  39  N. 
J.  Eq.  409;  People  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  67 
Cal.  166;  Pound  v.  Turck,  95  U.  S. 
459;  Cardwell  v.  American  Bridge  Co., 
113U.  S.  205;  Keator  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Boom  Co.,  72  Wis.  62;  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
837. 
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benefit  therefrom  is  equal  to  the  inconvenience  created 
thereby  to  navigation.'  The  state  may  autiiorize  improve- 
ments to  be  made  in  any  navigable  stream,  tidal  or  non- 
tidal,  by  clearing  out  its  bed,  deepening  its  channel,  or 
otherwise,  but  these  changes  must  not  impair  navigation.* 
So  it  may  authorize  the  formation  of  corporations  to  im- 
prove streams  that  cannot  without  improvement  be  used 
for  floatage,  and  may  authorize  such  corporations  to  levy 
tolls.^  So,  too,  it  may  authorize  the  erection  of  wharves 
below  low-water  mark  to  render  access  to  the  port  more 
easy  and  convenient,  and  authorize  the  erection  of  piers, 
slips,  and  docks,  and  these  erections  will  not  be  rep;arded 
as  nuisances,  unless  they  materially  interfere  with  free 
navigation  to  the  stream  or  port.*  But  all  such  erections 
below  low- water  mark  are  made  at  the  peril  of  having 
them  declared  nuisances  by  the  federal  courts,  if  '..hey  un- 
reasonably or  essentially  impair  the  conveniencf.  or  safety 
(Of  navigation,  unless  Congress  has  conferred  the  power 
upon  the  state  or  corporation  to  make  the  erections,^  or 
unless  the  title  to  the  bed  of  the  sea,  bay,  or  stream  below 
low-water  mark  is  vested  in  the  corporation  erecting  them 
or  authorizing  their  erection.® 

§  2935.     State  may  Convey  its  Right  to  Shore. — The 

state,  being  the  owner  of  the  shore  of  navigable  streams, — 


'  United  States  v.  New  Bedford 
Bridge  Co.,  I  Wood.  &  M.  402;  Works 
V.  K.  li.  Co,,  5  McLean,  425;  Coluinhua 
Ins.  Co.  V.  f'eoria  Bridge  Ass'n,  6  Mc- 
Lean, 70;  Jolly  v.  Terre  Haute  Draw- 
bridge ('o.,  a  McLean,  237;  Chicago  v. 
McCiinu,  51  111.  206;  2  Am.  Rep.  295; 
Sweeney  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  60  Wis.  600. 
ludividiiaU  have  no  cause  of  action 
for  closing,  bridging,  or  oljstructing  a 
navigable  river  when  done  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  state,  though  benefits 
and  advantages  before  enjoyed  by 
them  are  thereby  cut  off:  Bailey  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  4  Harr.  (Del. )  .389;  44  Am,  Dec. 
593.  IJnder  a  legislative  authority 
to  construct  a  railroad  between  certain 
points,  the  company  may  build,  main- 


tain, and  repair  necessary  drawbridges 
across  navigable  streams,  and  will 
not  be  liable  for  temporary  obstruction 
of  the  stream  in  the  course  of  such 
work:  Hamilton  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34 
La.  Ann.  970;  44  Am.  Rep.  451. 

■■'  Avery  v.  Fox,  1  Abb.  246;  Gilman 
V.  Philadelphia,  3  Wall.  713;  Palmer 
V.  Cuyahoga  Co.,  3  McLean,  226;  Wil- 
liams?;. Beardsley,  2Iud.  3'Jl;  Spoouer 
V.  MeConnell,  1  McLean,  337. 

*  Manistee  River  luiprovement  Co. 
V.  Samls,  53  Mich.  593. 

*  Devoe  i>.  Peixrose  Ferry  Co.,  3 
Am.  Law  Reg.  79. 

*  Pennsylvania  v.  Wheeling  Bridge 
Co.,  13  How.  578. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  552. 
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that  is,  of  the  space  between  high  and  low  water  mark, — 
may  grant  the  same  to  individuals  or  corporations,  and 
such  grant  vests  in  the  grantee  a  quasi  franchise  for  the 
use  of  the  portion  of  the  stream  so  conveyed  in  any  way 
that  the  state  could  use  it.^  A  riparian  owner  cannot  re- 
cover damages  for  being  deprived  of  access  to  a  navigable 
river  by  reason  of  the  building  of  a  railroad  along  its 
banks  below  high-water  mark;^  or  because  it  occupies 
land  which  the  riparian  owner  had  made  by  filling  in  the 
lake  in  front  of  his  land.' 

§  2936.  Any  Obstruction  of  a  Navigable  Stream  a 
Nuisance.  —  Any  unauthorized  obstruction  of  a  navigable 
stream,  whether  an  actual  hindrance  to  navigation  or  not, 
is  a  nuisance;  and  this,  even  though  it  may  be  a  benefit 
or  convenience  to  those  using  the  stream.*  It  is  not 
necessary  that  vessels  should  be  actually  obstructed  in  the 
navigation  of  the  stioam  or  harbor;  it  is  enough  if  navi- 
gation is  rendered  less  convenient  or  less  safe  than  for- 
merly.® Obstructions  cannot  be  placed  in  a  watercourse 
even  if  it  is  already  so  obstructed  that  its  use  is  prevented.* 
And  the  following  have  been  held  to  be  unlawful  obstruc- 
tions, and  when  erected  or  maintained  without  authority, 
nuisances,  viz.:  Floating  docks,^  or  floating  storehouses;* 
a  vessel  located  in  the  channel  of  a  stream  for  an  un- 
reasonable  time;*   or  a  raft,  or  drift,  or  a  wreck;"   or 


'  Delaware  etc.  Canal  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence, 2  Hun,  163,  5G  N.  Y.  612. 

J  Tomlin  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  106; 
7  Am.  Rep.  176. 

'  Diedrich  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  Wis.  248; 
24  Am.  Rep.  399. 

'  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Caldwell,  1  Dall.  150; 
Hecker  v.  N.  Y.  Balance  Co.,  13  How. 
Pr.  549;  Diedrich  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  Wis. 
248;  24  Am.  Rep.  399;  People  v.  St. 
Louis,  10  111.  351 ;  the  court  saying: 
"While  thestate  may  partially  obstruct 
navigable  streams  for  the  public  bene- 
fit, yet  individuals  have  no  such  right; 
and  where  such  an  obstruction  is  made 
by  aa  individual    aa   au>ouuts    to  a 


nuisance,  though  sufficient  room  for 
passage  is  left,  the  fact  that  the  public 
IS  really  benefited  by  the  obstruction 
will  not  be  considered." 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  567. 

*  Cliapman  v.  Mfg.  Co.,  13  Conn. 
269;  33  Am.  Dec.  401. 

'  Hecker  v.  N.  Y.  Balance  Co.,  13 
How.  Pr.  549. 

*  Wetmore  v.  Atlantic  White  Lead 
Co.,  37  Barb.  70;  Hart  v.  Mayor,  9 
Wend.  571;  24  Am.  Dec.  165. 

»  Hart  V.  Mayor,  3  Paige,  213;  9 
Wend.  571;  24  Am.  Dec.  165. 

'•  Beach  v.  Schoff,  28  Pa.  St.  195;  70 
Am.  Deo.  122;  State  v.  Babcock,  30 
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bridges;'  building  a  highway  between  high  and  low  water 
murk;''  depositing  stone  or  other  matter  in  the  stream;' 
driving  piles  in  the  stream/  or  obstructing  it  with  logs;* 
erecting  dams"  or  piers  in  the  river;'  erecting  a  jetty  so 
as  to  throw  the  water  on  the  other  shore,  or  narrow  the 
channel;*  laying  gas-pipes  or  telegraph-wires  in  the  bed  of 
the  stream;"  stretching  a  cable  across  the  river;'"  taking 
water  from  the  stream  so  as  to  interfere  with  its  naviga- 
bility." But  slight  inconveniences  and  occasional  inter- 
ruptions in  the  use  of  a  navigable  stream,  which  are 
temporary  and  reasonable,  are  not  illegal  merely  because 
the  public  may  not,  for  the  time,  have  the  full  use  of  the 
highway  or  stream.'^  A  structure  in  the  channel  of  a  river 
will  not  necessarily  be  held  subject  to  abatement  as  a  nui- 


N.  J.  L.  29;  St.  Louis  etc.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Meese,  44  Ark.  414.  But  a  vessel 
accidentally  sunk  in  the  stream,  aud 
abandoned,  is  not  a  nuisance:  Wood  on 
Nuisances,  5(30. 

'  Com.  V.  New  Bedford  Bridge  Co., 
2  Gray,  339;  Barnes  v.  Racine,  4  Wis. 
454;  Arundel  v.  McCuUoch,  10  Mass. 
70;  Com.  v.  Charlestown,  1  Pick.  185; 
11  Am.  Dec.  161;  Attorney-General  v. 
Stevens,  1  N.  J.  L.  3(i9;  22  Am.  Dec. 
526.  And  even  when  erected  by  au- 
thority, it  must  be  so  erected  aud  with 
all  such  modern  appliances  of  draws 
and  machinery  as  will  make  it  as  slight 
an  obstruction  as  possible,  or  the  au- 
thority given  will  not  afford  protection 
for  its  maintenance:  Gilmau  v.  Phila- 
delphia, 3  Wall.  713;  JoUife  v.  Walla- 
sey, 29  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  592;  Memphis  etc. 
R.  R.  Co,  V.  Hicks,  5  Sneed,  427;  State 
V.  Freeport,  43  Me.  198;  State  v.  Dibble, 
4  Jones,  107;  Columbus  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Peoria  Bridge  Ass'u,  6  McLean,  70; 
Jolly  V.  Terre  Haute  Bridge  Co.,  6 
McLean,  237;  Works  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  5 
McLean,  425;  People  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  15 
Wend.  113;  30  Aiii.  Dec.  33.  It  is  no 
defense  that  the  bridge  when  built  was 
not  an  obstruction.  If  the  structure, 
at  any  time  during  its  continuance, 
actually  injures,  stops,  or  interrupts 
the  navigation,  the  company  is  liable 
to  the  party  injured  for  the  damages 
thereby  sustained:  Dugan  t'.  Bridge 
Co.,  27  Pa.  St.  303;  67  Am.  Dec.  465. 


^  Kean  v.  Stetson,  5  Pick.  492; 
Charlestown  v.  Middlesex,  3  Met. 
202. 

»  R.  V.  Stephens,  L.  R.  1  Q.  B.  702. 

*  Walker  v.  Shephardson,  2  Wis. 
384;  60  Am.  Dec.  423. 

*  Enos  V.  Hamilton,  27  Wis.  256. 

*  Dunbar  v.  Vinal,  2  Dane's  Abr. 
695. 

'  Atlee  V.  Packet  Co.,  21  Wall.  389. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Lonsdale,  L. 
R.  7  Eq.  Cas.  377. 

*  And  even  by  authority  of  the 
state,  if  they  interfere  with  navigatu  n: 
Milwaukee  Gas-Light  Co.  v.  The  Game- 
cock, 23  Wis.  144;  99  Am.  Dec.  138; 
Blanchard  v.  Tel.  Co.,  60  N.  Y.  510. 

"  McCord  V.  The  Tiber,  6  Biss.  407. 
Unless  merely  temporary:  Tlie  Echo, 
19  Fed.  Rep.  453;  The  Vancouver,  2 
Saw.  381.  Or  if  timely  notice  be 
given  of  its  existence,  and  it  be  loosened 
to  allow  vessels  to  pass:  The  Swan,  19 
Fed.  Rep.  455. 

'1  Phila.  V.  Collins,  68  Pa.  St.  106; 
Phila.  V.  Gilmartin,  71  Pa.  St.  140; 
Attorney-General  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  L.  R. 
6  Ch.  App.  572.  But  in  Phila.  v.  Col- 
lins, the  court  say:  "  If  it  was  a  supply 
of  water  for  domestic  purposes  only 
which  occasioned  the  insufficiency  for 
navigation,  then  the  law  of  paramount 
necessity  wouKl  have  existed,  and 
brought  into  play  the  doctrine  of  ri- 
parian rights,  and  justified  the  taking. " 

^-^  People  V.  Horton,  64  N.  Y.  610. 
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sauce.'    A  mill,  to  be  a  nuisance  as  being  upon  tide-water, 
must  be  within  the  flow  of  ordinary  tides.'' 

§  2937.  Right  of  Riparian  Owners  to  Erect  Wharves, 
etc.  —  While  a  riparian  owner  upon  a  navigable  stream 
or  lake  has  no  property  or  interest  in  it  beyond  that  of 
any  other  member  of  the  public,  yot  he  has  a  right  to  erect 
a  wharf  or  make  any  other  erection  upon  the  bank  of  the 
stream,  and  to  use  the  same  for  his  own  convenience,  or 
allow  its  use  by  others,  either  for  the  landing  of  passengers 
or  freiglit,  or  any  other  purpose  connected  with  naviga- 
tion, and  such  use  of  his  own  property  is  no  infringe- 
ment of  a  public  right,  provided  it  does  not  interfere  with 
navigation.*  Any  one  doing  anything  in  front  of  the 
land  of  such  a  riparian  proprietor  which  makes  it  less 
accessible  is  liable  in  damages  therefor.*  But  the  state 
may  authorize  a  use  of  the  shore  that  will  entirely  de- 
prive him  of  the  beneficial  use  of  his  erections,  and  that, 
too,  without  compensation  to  him  for  the  damage  sus- 
tained therefrom.*  Where  the  riparian  proprietor  owns 
to  the  center  of  the  stream  or  to  low-water  mark,  this 
gives  him  the  exclusive  right  to  use  the  shore  and  bed  of 
the  stream  for  every  purpose  for  which  it  can  be  used. 


'  St.  Louis  V.  Knapp,  2  McCrary, 
510. 

''  Simpson  v.  Seavey,  8  Greeiil.  138; 
22  Am.  Dec.  228. 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  566;  Ens- 
minger  v.  People,  47  III.  .384;  95  Am. 
Dec.  495;  Chicago  t\  Latlin,  49  111. 
172;  Sloan  v.  Bieiniller,  34  Oliio  St. 
492;  Diedrich  v.  K.  R.  Co  ,  42  Wis. 
248;  24  Am.  Rep.  399;  Delaplaine  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  42  Wia.  214;  24  Am.  Rep. 
386;  Dutton  v.  Strong,  1  Black,  23; 
Frink  v.  Lawrence,  20  Conn.  117;  50 
Am.  Dec.  274;  Thornton  v.  Grant,  10 
R.  I.  477;  14  Am.  Roj).  701;  Sherlock 
V.  Baiubridge,  41  Ind.  35;  13  Am.  Rep. 
302.  No  use  can  be  made  by  a  vessel 
of  a  wliarf,  even  for  a  few  minutes, 
witliout  liability  incurred  for  compen- 
sation: The  Whitburn,  14  Phila.  600; 
RobertBOu  v.  Wilder,  69  Ga.  340;  The 


Berry,    25  Fed.   Rep.   780;    Aikeu  v. 
Eager,  35  La.  Ann.  567. 

*  Clark  V.  Peckh.iMi,  10  R.  I.  35;  14 
Am.  Rep.  654;  Delaplaine  r.  R.  R. 
Co.,  42  Wis.  214;  24  Am.  Rep.  .386. 
No  one  has  a  ri<;ht  to  land  goods  on 
the  private  property  of  another,  though 
it  is  the  shore  of  a  navigable  river,  ex- 
cept in  cMsen  of  necessity:  O'Neill  v. 
Annett,  27  N.  J.  L.  261;  72  Ain.  Dec. 
364. 

*  People  V.  Albany,  11  Wend.  5.39; 
27  Am.  Dec.  95;  Rex  v.  Smith,  2 
Doug.  425;  Gould  v.  R.  R.  Co..  6  N. 
Y.  522;  Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  N. 
J.  L.  532;  3  Am.  Rep.  269;  Tomliu  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  32  Iowa,  106;  7  Am.  Rep. 
176;  111  re  Water  Commissioners,  3 
Edw.  Ch.  290;  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow. 
146;  4  Wend.  9;  21  Am.  Dec.  89.  See 
ante,  §  2935. 
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not  inconsistent  with  the  public  easement  therein;  o.  g., 
to  build  wharves,  docks,  und  slips  0])posite  the  bunks; 
and  even  the  state  cannot  divcist  the  owner  of  tiie  banks 
of  this  right  without  proper  compensation.*  A  riparian 
proprietor  cannot  maintain  ejectment  for  that  portion  of 
a  wharf  constructed  on  his  land  which  extends  below 
low-water  mark.^  The  legislature  may  forbid  the  owner 
of  land  on  the  bank  of  a  navigable  river  to  build  any 
wharf,  pier,  or  bulk-head  between  high  and  low  water 
marks  without  the  consent  of  the  council  of  the  town 
or  city.'*  A  wharf  extended  below  low  water  gives  no 
right  of  possession  to  any  adjacent  land  under  water 
not  actually  covered  by  the  wharf,  nor  any  right  to  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  open  space  at  its  side.  The  only 
right  of  the  wharf-owner  over  the  adjacent  water  is  that 
which  he  has  in  common  with  all  others  of  mooring  ves- 
sels upon  it,  or  passing  and  repassing  with  boats  and 
vessels  engaged  in  navigation.* 


§  2938.     Rights  of  Fishery— In  Fresh  Waters.— The 

right  to  take  fish  in  fresh-water  streams  belongs  to  the 
owners  of  the  soil  under  them,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
public*     Or  the   right  may  be    acquired,   distinct  from 


»  Bainbriflge  w.  Sherlock,  29  Ind.  .364; 
95  Am.  Dec.  (J44;  Moore  v.  Coiniii'rs, 
32  How  Pr.  184;  Wotniore  v.  Atlantic 
WliiteLeadCo.,  37  Barb.  70;  Rogers  w. 
Barker,  31  Barb.  447;  Hart  v.  Mavor 
etc.,  9  Wernl.  571;  24  Am.  Dec. 
1(55;  Hogg  V.  Zauesville  Canal  Co., 
Wright,  139;  Jonea  v.  Pettibone,  2 
Wis.  308;  Yates  v.  Juchl,  18  Wis.  118; 
Walker  v.  Sliepardson,  4  Wis.  486;  65 
Am.  Dec.  324;  Lorman  v.  Benson,  8 
Mich.  18;  77  Am.  Dec.  435;  Austin  v. 
Carter,  1  Muss.  231;  Gray  v.  Bartlett, 
20  Pick.  186;  32  Am.  Dec.  208;  Del. 
etc.  Canal  Co.  v.  Lawrence,  9  N.  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.  103;  26  N.  Y.  287. 

■■^  Coburn  v.  Ames,  52  Cal.  385;  28 
Am.  Rep.  634. 

^  Ravenswooil  v.  Flemings,  22  W. 
Va.  52;  46  Am.  Rep.  485.  But  see 
Uuiou  Depot  etc.  Co.  v.  Brunswick,  31 


Minn.  297;  47  Am.  Rep.  780;  Walker 
V.  Sliepardson,  4  Wis.  486;  65  Am. 
Dec.  324. 

*  Gray  v.  Bartlett,  20  Pick.  186;  32 
Am.  Dec.  208. 

^  Mayor  v.  Graham,  4  Ex.  361; 
Browne  i'.  Kennedy,  5  Har.  &  J.  195; 
9  Am.  Dec.  503;  Waters  v.  Lilly,  4 
Pick.  145;  16  Am.  Dec.  333;  Cottrill 
V.  Myrick,  12  Me.  222;  Adams  r.  Pease, 
2  Conn.  481;  People  v.  Piatt,  17.Tolms. 
195;  8  Am.  Dec.  382;  Hooker  v.  Cum- 
mings,  20  Johns.  90;  11  Am.  Dec.  249; 
Trustees  etc.  v.  Strong,  60  N.  Y.  56; 
Ingram  v.  Threadgill,  3  Dev.  59;  Wil- 
liams V.  Buchanan,  1  Ired.  535;  35 
Am.  Dec.  760;  Beckman  v.  Kreamer, 
43  111.  447;  92  Am.  Dec.  140;  Cobb  v. 
Davenport,  32  N.  J.  L.  369;  33  N.  J. 
L.  223;  97  Am.  Dec.  718;  Com.  v. 
Chapin,  5  Pick.  199;  16  Am.  Dec.  386. 
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ownor.sliip,  by  grant  or  prescription.'  The  same  rule  ap- 
plies to  the  wnuill  lakes  and  ponds  of  this  count ry.'^  But 
not,  it  seems,  to  the  larger  lakes;*  nor  to  the  larger  rivers 
which  are  regarded  as  navigable/  In  Ohio  it  has  been 
distinctly  held  that  the  right  of  fishing  in  Lake  Erie  and 
its  bays  is  in  the  public,  the  same  as  though  the  waters 
were  tide-waters.'  It  has  been  ruled  in  Michigan  that 
wliile  the  land-owner  has  the  exclusive  right  tt)  lish  in 
small  lakes  and  ponds  on  his  land,  still,  as  it  has  always 
been  customary  to  permit  the  public  to  take  fish  in  all  the 
small  lakes  and  ponds  of  the  state,  one  may  understand, 
in  the  absence  of  notification  to  the  contrary,  that  he  is 
licensed  to  do  so.^     One  who  fishes  and  leaves  his  boat  in 


;ec. 


386. 


But  this  light  does  not  carry  with  it 
the  rigiit  to  prevent  tiie  passage  of  Hsh 
to  the  lakes  ami  poiuU  tor  iiiereabe  ot 
the  sjiecies:  Coniinonwealth  v.  Chapin, 
5  Pick.  l!)y;  16  Am.  Dec.  3S6. 

'  Col)l>  V.  Davenport,  32  N.  J.  L. 
369;  3.3  N.  J.  L.  223;  97  Am.  Dec.  718. 

^Cobb  j;,  Davenport,  32  N.  J.  L. 
369;  33  N.  J.  L.  223;  97  Am.  Dec.  718. 

'  State  V.  Franklin  FalU  Co.,  49  N. 
H.  240;  6  Am.  Rep.  513;  We^t  K ox- 
bury  V.  Stoddard,  7  Allen,  158;  Lin- 
coln V.  Davis,  53  Mich.  375;  51  Am. 
Rep.  116. 

'  Carson  v.  Blazer,  2  Binn.  475;  4 
Am.  Dec.  403.  But  see  Hooker  w.  Cum- 
min^s.  20  .Jtilins.  90;  11  Am.  Dec.  249. 

*  Sloan  V.  Biemiller,  34  Ohio  St.  492, 
the  court  saying:  "The  question  here 
is,  whether  the  right  of  tishing  in  the 
lake  and  bay  is  hmited  to  the  plaintiff 
as  the  proprietor  of  the  shores.  'Fish- 
ery in  the  sea,  and  in  the  waters  wliich 
are  made  to  How  inland  therefrom  by 
its  egress  and  influence,  constituting, 
as  it  doi's,  a  great  source  of  susteuta- 
tion,  has,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  coun- 
tries, been  deemed  of  such  importance 
tiiat  it  has  ever  been  regarded  as  a 
privilege  open  and  common  to  all  pur- 
poses ':  Aiigell  on  Tide-waters,  124. 
And  although  the  dominion  over,  and 
the  right  of  property  in,  the  waters  of 
the  sea  and  its  inland  waters  were,  at 
common  law,  in  the  crown,  yet  they 
were  of  common  public  right  for  every 
subject  to  navigate  npon,  and  to  fish 
in,   without  interruption:   Angell  on 


Tide-waters,  21.  They  were  regarded 
as  the  inherent  privileges  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  '  classed  among  tliose  public 
rights  denomiuated  jura  puhlicn  or 
jura  communia,  and  thus  contradis- 
tingiiishod  from  jura  corona',  or  private 
rights  of  the  crown ' :  Angell  on  Tide- 
waters, 22,  80;  Hargr.  Law  Tracts, 
11.  Tlie  sovereign  was  the  proprietor 
of  these  Waters  as  the  representative  or 
trustee  of  the  public.  In  this  country 
the  title  is  vested  in  the  states  upon  a 
like  trust,  subject  to  the  power  vested 
in  Congress  to  regulate  commerce: 
Martin  v.  Waddell,  10  Pet.  367,  412; 
McCruady  v.  Virginia,  94  U.  S.  3!'l. 
That  fishery  in  such  waters  as  Lake 
Erie  and  its  bays  should  be  as  free 
and  common  as  upon  tide-waters,  and 
alike  subject  to  control  by  public 
authority,  ia  obviously  just.  The 
reasons  for  regarding  the  right  as  public 
is  as  great  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  ia 
saying  that  the  right  of  tisliiiig  in  these 
waters  is  as  open  to  the  public  as  if 
they  were  subject  to  the  ebb  and  flow 
of  the  tide.  The  supreme  court  of 
New  Hampshire,  in  speaking  of  Lake 
Winnipiseogee,  say:  'The  right  of 
fishing  in  the  lake  is  not  limited  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  shore,  but  is  com- 
mon to  all  citizens  of  the  state,  just  as 
much  as  the  Hshino  in  the  tide-watera 
of  the  Piscataqua ' :  State  v.  Com- 
pany, 49  N.  H.  240;  6  Am.  Rep.  513." 
«  Marsh  v.  Colby,  37  Mich.  626}  33 
Am.  Rep.  439. 


2939 


WATEUCOUUSES. 


4792 


a  navigal)lo  sfroam  below  low-wntor  mnrk  is  not  n  tros- 
passcr  upon  tliu  land  of  tlio  rii>arian  owner.  A  brirlgo 
across  such  stream,  built  and  maintained  for  public  use, 
resting  at  each  end  upon  the  land  of  the  riparian  owner, 
within  the  limits  of  a  highway,  is  not  his  property. 
The  fastening  of  a  boat  to  such  bridge  is  not  a  trespass 
upon  the  property  of  the  riparian  owner,  or  upon  prop- 
erty of  which  ho  has  possession  or  control.' 

g  2939.  In  Tide-waters  —  Oysters.  —  In  tide-waters  the 
right  to  take  fish  belongs  to  the  public,  and  is  considered 
common  to  all."  But  in  some  states  private  persons  may 
obtain  exclusive  rights  of  fishery  by  grant  from  the  state, 
or  by  prescription;*  while  in  others  this  power  is  denied.* 
In  Ohio  it  is  held  that  the  prima  facie  right  of  the  public 
is  not  rebutted  by  proof  of  the  mere  uninterrupted  enjoy, 
ment  of  the  privilege  of  fishing  for  the  period  requisite 
to  perfect  a  title  ])y  prescri])tion;  the  mere  lawful  exer- 
cise of  a  common  right  for  that  period  does  not  establish 
an  exclusive  right.*     The  right  to  fish  is  subordinate  to 


»  Parsons  v.  Clark,  76  Mo.  476. 

^  Brown  v.  Do  (Jroff.  .lO  N.  J.  L.  409; 
7  Am.  St.  Kep.  71)4;  Wilson  v.  Forbes, 
2  Duv.  SO;  Miirtiu  v.  Wadilell,  l(i  Fat. 
367;  Lay  v.  King,  5  Day,  72;  Parker 
V.  Cutler  Mill  Dam  Co.,  20  Me.  853; 
37  Am.  Due.  56;  Moultoii  v.  Libhey, 
37  Me.  472;  .5!)  Am.  Dec.  57;  Preble 
V.  Brown,  47  Me.  284;  Cooleilge?'.  Wil- 
liams, 4  Mass.  140;  Webtou  v.  Samp- 
son, 8  Cush.  .347;  54  Am.  Dec.  764; 
Trustees  etc.  v.  iStronj;;,  60  N.  Y.  56; 
Proctor  V.  Wells,  lO.J  Mass.  216;  Lan- 
sing r.  Smitii,  4  Wend.  9;  21  Am.  Dec. 
88;  Mayf)r  r.  Eslava,  9  Port.  577;  33 
Am.  Dec.  325;  Collins  v.  Benbury,  3 
Ired.  277;  38  Am.  Dec.  722.  A  per- 
son may  from  a  boat  enter  upon  and 
walk  an*l  tish  along  the  uninclosed 
flats  of  anotlier  in  the  sea  between  high 
and  low  water-mark,  and  witiiin  one 
hundred  rods  of  tlie  upland:  Packard 
V.  Ryder,  144  Mass.  440;  59  Am.  Rep. 
101 .  But  a  rii;ht  of  fishing  in  any  water 
gives  uo  riglit  over  the  adjoiniug  laud, 


nor  any  right  to  erect  huts  on  tiie  shore 
for  that  purpose:  Cortelyou  r.  Brundt, 
2  Johns.  357;  3  Am.  Dec.  439.  The 
owner  of  the  soil  between  high  and 
low  water  mark  has  the  exclusive  right 
to  catch  fish  by  means  of  fixtures  at- 
taclied  to  such  soil:  Matthews  v.  Treat, 
75  Me.  594. 

»  Collins  V.  Benbury,  3  Ired.  118;  42 
Am.  Dec.  155;  Chalker  v.  Dickinson, 

1  Conn.  382;  6  Am.  Dec.  250:  Could 
V.  James,  6  Cow.  369;  State  v.  Suttou, 

2  R.  I.  434;  State  v.  Medbury,  3  R.  L 
138;  Paul  V.  Hazleton,  37  N.  J.  L.  106; 
Rogers  v.  Jones,  1  Wend.  255;  19  Am. 
Dec.  493;  Pliipps  v.  State,  22  Md.  389; 
85  Am.  Dec.  654;  Stougliton  v.  Baker, 
4  Mass.  522;  3  Am.  Dec.  236. 

*  Shrunk  v.  Schuylkill  Nav.  Co.,  14 
Serg.  &  R.  71;  Cates  v.  Wadlington,  1 
McCord,  580;  10  Am.  Dec.  699;  Dela- 
ware etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Stump,  8  Gill  & 
J.  479;  29  Am.  Dec.  561. 

^  Sloaa  V.  Bie  miller,  34  Ohio  St. 
492. 
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the  riglit  of  navigation.'  But  one  navigating  the  water  is 
liable  for  negligent  injuries  to  seines,  nets,  oyster-brds, 
etc.,  there.''  Thus  where  a  vessel  ran  into  a  net  laid  in  a 
private  fisliery,  and  damaged  it,  it  was  held  that  tlie  cap- 
tain was  liable,  if,  upon  being  warned,  he  could  havo 
changed  his  course  without  prejudice  to  the  reasonable 
prosecution  of  his  voyage."  The  riglit  of  individuals  to 
plant  oyster-beds  in  navigable  waters,  and  to  be  pro- 
tected  in  the  enjoyment  of  them,  is  generally  rccogni/ed.* 
The  right  of  taking  shell-fish  is  included  in  the  jtublic 
right  of  fishing  in  tide-waters,  whether  such  shcll-lish  are 
imbedded  in  the  soil  or  lie  upon  the  surface.*  But  it  has 
been  held  in  some  cases  that  a  person  who  plants  oysters 
in  navigable  waters  opposite  to  another's  lands  does  not 
acquire  such  possession  of  them  as  will  enable  him  to 
maintain  an  action  against  the  riparian  owner  for  taking 
them  away.®  And  that  one  who,  in  taking  clams  from 
their  natural  beds,  injures  oysters  planted  thereon  with- 
out authority,  is  not  liable  to  the  owner  of  the  oysters  for 
such  injury,  provided  he  acts  with  reasonable  care,  and 
does  no  unnecessary  damage  to  the  oysters.' 


'  Tiuicum  Fishing  Co.  v.  Carter,  Gl 
Pa.  St.  'Jl;  Moulton  v.  Lihi)y,  .37  Me. 
472;  u'J  Am.  Doc.  57;  Post  v.  Munn,  4 
N.  J.  L.  Gl;  7  Am.  Dec.  570;  Lewis  v. 
Keeling,  1  Jones,  2t)i);  62  Am.  Dec. 
IGS;  the  court  saying:  "A  boat  on  a 


32G;  15  Am.  Rep.  752:  Post  r.  Munn, 
4N.  J.  L.  Gl;  7  Am.  Dec.  570. 

»  Cobb  v.  lieiuiett,  75  Pa.  St.  32G;  15 
Am.  Rep,  752. 

*  Fleet  V.  Hegeman,  14  Wund.  42; 
Decker  v.  Fislier,  4  Barb.  5!)2;  Lowndes 


navigable  stream  has  a  right  to  'take  v.  Dickerson.  34  Barb.  5Sli;  Power  v. 

her  course,'  and  go  to  the  bank  when  Tazewells,    25  Gratt.    78G:    State    v. 

and  where  it  is  necessary  to  do  so, —  Taylor,  27  N.  J.  L.  117;  72  Am.   Deo. 

doing  no    iinncceasary   damage,    and  347;  Haiiey  v.  Compton,  3G  N.  J.  L. 

acting  without  wantonness  and  mal-  507;  State  v.  Sutton,  2  R.  I.  434;  Mc- 

ice, — and  is  not  obliged  to  stop,  or  go  Carty  c.  Holnian,  22  Hun,  53;  Robins 

out  of  her  way,  or  wait  upon  the  move-  v.  Ackerly,  24  Hun,  4!»!);    Birdsull  v. 

ments  of    those  wlio  are  managing  a  Rose,    4G    N.    J.     L.    3U1;     Post    v. 

seine  or  net,  which  they  are  permitted  Kreischer,  32  Hun,  49. 

to  use  by  the  sufi'erance  of  the  aover-  ^  Wetson  v.  Sampson,  8  Cush.  347; 

eign,  anil  not  as  a  right  conferred  by  54  Am.  Dec.  7G4;  Moulton  o.  Libbey, 


grant.  This  is  the  only  line  that  can 
be  established  plain  enougii  for  prac- 
tical purposes.  There  must  be  no 
wantonness  or  malice, — no  unneces- 
sary damage, — but  a  bona  Jide  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  navigation." 

''  Mushall  r.  Steam  Nav.  Co.,  3  Best 
&  S.  722;  Cobb  v.  Bennett,  75  Pa.  St. 


37  Me.  472;  59  Am.  Dec.  58. 

^  Shepherd  v.  Leverson  2  N.  J.  L. 
391;  Arnold  v.  Mnndy,  G  N.  J.  L.  1; 
10  Am.  Dec.  35G;  State  v.  Taylor.  27 
N.  J.  L.  117;  72  Am.  Dec.  347;  Brinck- 
erhotf  y.  Starkins,  1 1  Barb.  248. 

■  Brown  v.  De  Groff,  50  N.  J.  L.  409; 
7  Aw.  St.  Rep.  794. 
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IrjASTRATioNS.  —  Plaintiff  and  defendant  were  owners  of 
boats  cmployt'd  in  a  fisiiery.  Plaintiff's  boat  east  a  fishing- 
seine  round  a  siiioal  of  ujackt  rel,  with  the  exception  of  a  com- 
purativ(;Jy  small  opening  which  the  seii.''  did  not  quite  fill  up, 
but  through  which,  in  the  opinion  of  witnesses,  the  fish  could 
not  escape.  The  defendant's  boat  then  came  through  the  open- 
ing and  took  the  mackerel.  Held,  that  plaintiff  could  not 
maintain  trespass  for  taking  his  fish,  his  possession  not  having 
been  complete:   Young  v.  Hichens,  Dav.  &  M.  592;  6  Q.  B.  606. 

§  2940.  State  Regulations  as  to  Fishing. — The  state  has 
power,  for  the  protection  of  riparian  owners  above  and  be- 
low, to  regulate  even  private  fisheries,  as  by  forbidding  the 
employment  of  seines  and  other  means  of  taking  fish 
otherwise  than  singly  in  certain  waters,  or  by  prohibiting 
their  being  taken  at  all  at  certiin  seasons,  and  requiring 
a  free  passage  to  be  kept  open  for  the  passage  of  fish 
in  all  streams  in  which  rights  of  fishery  are  impor- 
tant;' or  forbidding  the  catching  of  fish  by  seines, 
nets,  or  traps  in  the  waters  of  the  state; '^  or  forbid- 
ding non-residents  to  catch  fish  in  its  waters  for  ma- 
nure iind  oil,  or  to  manufacture  manure  and  oil  from  fish 
caught  within  its  waters."^  Such  regulations  are  not  preju- 
diced by  a  grant  to  individuals  from  the  soil  under  such 
streams  or  of  an  exclusive  privilege  of  fishing  in  them.* 
In  some  states  the  power  of  regulation  is  conferred  by  the 
legislature  upon  the  county  or  township  authorities.* 


'  Comniiasionerr.  v.  Water  Power 
Co.,  104  Mass.  44G;  6  Am.  Hep.  247; 
Coinmoiiwualth  v.  Canal  Co.,  66  Pa. 
3t.  41;  5  Am.  Ki;p.  ',i'2\);  llaiulolph  v, 
Braiiitree,  4  Mi.ss.  SI 5;  Hiirnham  V. 
Webster,  5  Mass.  266;  Nickersoa  v. 
Brackett,  10  Mass.  212;  Common- 
wealth V.  Chiipin,  5  Pick.  199;  16  Am. 
Dec.  386;  Vinton  v.  Welsh,  9  Pick.  87; 
Commonwealth  »,'.  Tiffany,  ll'J  Mass. 
300;  Lunt  v.  Holland,  14  Mass.  149; 
Peables  v.  Hannaford,  18  Me.  106; 
State  V.  Skoltiel.l,  63  Me.  260;  B  dd 
V.  Sip,  13N.  J.  L.  348;  Haneyi).  Comp- 
ton,  36  N.  J.  L.  oOJ;  Hart  v.  Hill,  1 
Whart.  124;  People  *',  Rued,  47  Barb. 
235;    SUte  v.   Hockett,   29  Ind.  302; 


State  V.  Boone,  30  Ind.  225;  Stutts- 
man  v.  State,  57  Ind.  119;  State  v. 
Sonover,  42  N.  J.  L.  .341;  State  v. 
Roberts.  59  N.  H.  206;  Moulton  v. 
Libbey,  37  Mo.  472;  59  Am.  Dec.  58. 

^  State  V.  Hl.iuiit,  85  Mf .  543;  State 
V.  Skolfield,  63  Me.  2b6;  Drew  v, 
Hilliker,  56  Vt.  641;  Ilea  «'.  Hampton, 
101  N.  C.  51;  9  Am.  St.  Kep.  21. 

^  Brothers  v.  Church,  14  K.  I.  398; 
51  Am.  Rep.  410. 

*  Rogers  r.  Jones,  1  Wend.  237;  19 
Am.  Dec.  493. 

■'  Nickerson  v.  Brackett,  10  Ma.ss. 
212;  Vinton  v.  W.O-ili,  9  Pick.  87; 
Cottrill  V.  Myrick,  12  Me.  222;  Hal- 
lock  V.  Downing,  14 N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  52. 
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§  2941 


§  2941.  Remedies.  —  Tlie  entire  obstruction  of  a  navi- 
gable river,  where  it  is  used  by  the  public,  is  a  public 
nuisance,  and  where  such  nuisance  works  a  private;  injury, 
the  party  injured  may  recover  damages  or  re»tiain  its 
continuance  by  injunction.*  An  action  cannot  be  main- 
tained by  a  wharf-owner  against  one  who  has  built  a  bridge 
containing  no  draw  across  a  navigable  stream  below  his 
'.fharf,  where  the  direct  injury  alleged  is  to  the  navigation 
of  the  stream,  to  which  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  only  in 
common  with  the  whole  public.'*  Evidence  of  benefits 
conferred  V>y  an  obstruction  of  a  navigable  river  upon 
the  community,  as  where  the  obstruction  consists  of  a  mill 
which  is  greatly  needed  in  the  neighborhood,  is  inadmis- 
sible to  divest  it  of  its  character  as  a  nuisance  in  ease  of 
an  injuiy  therefrom  to  one  navigating  the  river.*  A  navi- 
gator on  a  public  stream  may  remove  obstructions,  as  a 
raft  or  the  like,  in  the  most  speedy  way,  if  the  exigencies 
of  the  case  require  it,  and  is  only  liable  for  injury 
thereby  where  he  is  guilty  of  gross  negligence  or  willful 
destruction.* 


»  Hickok  V.  Hine,  2.3  Ohio  St.  523; 
13  All).  Rop.  255.  If  one's  boat  is 
stopped  by  a  bridge  wrongfully  built, 
an  action  lies  for  damages,  though  the 
nuisance  is  a  public  one:  Little  llock 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Brooks,  39  Ark.  403. 
But  not  for  damages  resulting  from  the 
general  obstruction  of  the  plaiiititf'a 
business:  South  Carolina  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Moore,  28  (ia.  :m;  73  Am.  Dec.  778. 
See  ante,  Vol.  III.,  Torts. 

2  Blackweli  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  122  Mass. 


1.  it  for  an  obstruction  adjoining 
the  wuarf  which  prevents  vu>sl-1s  from 
lying  at  it  in  the  acoustoiueil  iiiauner, 
this  being  a  particular  daini'gf,  ho  can 
maintain  an  action:  l?r;i\  ton  ■.  C'it^ 
of  Fall  River,  113  Mass.  218;  18  Am. 
Rep.  470. 

^  Gold  V.  Carter,  9  Hui.  '<li.  309;  49 
Am.  Dec.  712. 

*  Beach  V.  Schotf,  28  Pa.  St.  195;  70 
Am.  Dec.  122. 
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CHAPTER   CXXXVI. 

SURFACE-WATER. 

§  2942.  Surface-water  —  The  common-law  rule. 

§  *Jl)43.  Drawing  oflf  surface  water  —  Drains. 

§  2944.  The  civil-law  rule. 

§  2945.  Subterranean  waters  —  Wells. 

§  21)4!).  Injuries  by  escape  of  water  —  In  general. 

§  2947.  Water  from  roofa. 

§  2948.  Water-pipes. 

§  2949.  Percolating  waters. 


§  2942.      Surface-water  —  The    Common-law   Rule. — 

Tlie  owner  of  land  may  lawfully  occupy  and  improve 
it  'n  such  a  manner  as  either  to  prevent  water  which 
accumulates  elsewhere  from  coming  upon  it,  as  by  erecting 
a  wall,  dike,  or  barrier,  or  altering  the  course  of  the  sur- 
face-water which  falls  upon  it,  or  conies  upon  it  from 
elsewhere,  even  though  the  water  is  made  thereby  to  flow 
upon  the  adjoining  land  of  another  to  his  damage.*     At 


'  Adilisnn  on  Torts,  105;  Cooley  on 
Torts,  574;  Hillianl  on  Torts,  584; 
AngL'U  on  Watercourses,  sec.  108;  3 
Kent's  Com.  439;  Wasliburn  on  Ense- 
niiMits,  431;  Chadoayne  v.  Robiiuon, 
55  Conn.  345;  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  55; 
Bates  r.  Sniitli.  100  Mass.  181;  Earl 
V.  Do  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280;  Greatrex 
V.  Havward.  8  Ex.  291;  Harkley  y,  Wil- 
cox. 8()  N.  Y.  140;  40  Am.  Rep.  519; 
Vanilerwit'le  v.  Taylor,  65  N.  Y.  341; 
LyiR'b  /■.  Mayor,  70  N.  Y.  60;  32  Am. 
Rep.  271;  D'ConPo-  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  52 
Wis.  r)2i);  38  Am.  Rep.  753;  Cairo  etc. 
R.  \l  Co.  r.  Stevens,  73  Ind.  278;  38 
Am.  lUp.  l."9;  Beard  v.  Murphy,  37 
Vt.  104;  86  Am.  Dec.  693;  Buttam  o. 
Hanis,  5  R.  I.  253;  Wadsworth  v. 
Tillotson,  15  Conn.  360;  39  Am.  Dec. 
.391;  Atchison  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ham- 
mer, 22  Kan.  7()3;  31  Am.  Rep.  216; 
Morrison  r.  Bueksport,  07  Me.  353; 
Bowlshy  ?•.  Speer,  31  N.  J.  L.  351; 
(J rant  '•.  .\llen,  41  Conn.  15();  Frank- 
lin r.  Fisk,  13  Alien,  211;  Barks  v. 
KuwLuryport,    10    Gray,  29;  Dickin- 


son V.  Worcester,  7  Allen,  19;  Hoyt  v. 
Hndson,  27  Wis.  650;  9  Am.  Rep. 
473;  Goodale  r.  Tuttle,  29  N.  Y.  466; 
Avery  v.  Woolen  Co.,  82  N.  Y.  582; 
Wilson  V.  Bradford,  108  Mass.  261; 
Wattle  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  53  N.  Y.  11;  13 
Am.  Rep.  467;  Jackman  v.  Arlington 
Mills,  137  Mass.  277;  White  v.  Shel- 
don,  35  Hun,  193;  Kansas  etc.  R.  R, 
Co.  V.  Riley,  33  Kan.  374;  Hanlin  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  61  Wis.  515;  Murphy  v. 
Kelly,  68  Me.  521;  Barnes  v.  Marshall, 
68  Cal.  569;  Gannon  v.  Hargadon,  10 
Allen,  106;  87  Am.  Dec.  625,  the  court 
saying.  "The  right  of  an  owner  of 
land  to  occupy  and  improve  it  in  such 
manner  and  for  sucii  purposes  as  he 
may  see  fit,  either  by  changing  the 
surface  or  the  erection  of  buildings  or 
other  structures  thereon,  is  not  re- 
stricted or  modified  by  the  fact  that 
liis  own  land  is  so  situated  with  refer- 
ence to  that  of  adjoining  owners  that 
an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  its  im- 
provement or  occupation  in  any  pftr- 
tiou  of  it  will  cause  water,  which  may 
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common  law  there  is  no  servitude  imposed  jure  natnrve,  in 
favor  of  any  estate,  respeciiiig  surface-water,  and  the 
owner  of  a  higher  estate  may  withhold  it  from  a  lower,  or 
the  owner  of  a  lower  estate  may  prevent  it  from  coming 
upon  his  own.'  One  may  lawfully  drain  his  lands  into  a 
natural  watercourse,  even  though  by  so  doing  a  lower 
proprietor  is  injured  by  the  increased  flow.'^  The  owner 
of  a  city  lot  may  turn  the  rain  from  it  to  the  adjacent 
street,  although  it  may  injure  a  neighboring  lot  below 
^tido.*  Where  one,  by  the  erection  of  a  building  upon 
iiis  premises,  diverts  the  surface-water,  and  thus  causes 
it  to  flow  upon  the  land  of  an  adjoining  owner,  no  liability 
tlierefor  exists.*  ..'  railroad  is  not  liable  to  a  land-owner 
for  ai.  "'jury  by  an  overflow  of  surface-water  occasioned 
by  the  i  ad-bed  skillfully  constructed.*  But  the  owner 
cannot  accumulate  the  surface-water  upon  his  land  and 


at  nr:"1  lether  'on  by  rains  and  snows 
falliiift  o..  its  su.  'ace,  or  flowing  onto 
it  over  the  surface  of  adjacent  lots, 
either  to  stand  in  unusual  quantities 
on  other  adjacent  lands,  or  pass 
into  and  over  the  same  in  greater 
quantities  or  in  other  directions  than 
they  were  accustomed  to  flow:  Lu- 
ther V.  Wi'inisimmet  Co.,  9  Cush. 
171;  Flagg  v.  Worcester,  13  Gray, 
COJ ;  Dickinson  v.  Worcester,  7  Al- 
leii,  19.  The  point  of  these  decisions 
ii,  that  wliere  there  is  no  watercourse 
)(y  grant  or  prescription,  and  no  stip- 
ulation exists  between  coterminous 
proprietors  of  land  concerning  the 
mode  in  which  their  respective  parcels 
shall  be  occupied  and  improved,  no 
right  to  regulate  or  control  the  surface 
drainage  of  water  can  be  asserted  by 
the  owner  of  one  lot  over  that  of  his 
neighbor.  Cuju>ieHt  solum,  ejtisesf  mque 
ad  cirluni,  is  a  general  rule  applicable 
to  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  real  prop- 
erty, and  the  right  of  a  party  to  the 
free  and  unfettered  control  of  his  own 
land,  above,  uiion,  and  beneath  the  sur- 
face cannot  be  interfered  with  or  re- 
strained by  any  considerations  of  injury 
to  otliers  wiiich  may  be  occasioned  by 
the  How  of  mure  surface-water,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  lawful  appropriation 


of  land  by  its  owner  to  a  particular 
use  or  mode  of  enjoyment.  Nor  is  it 
at  all  material,  in  the  application 
of  this  principle  of  law,  wliether  a 
party  obstructs  or  changes  the  direc- 
tion and  flow  of  surface-water  by 
preventing  it  from  coining  witiiin  the 
limits  of  his  land,  or  by  erecting  l)ar- 
riers  or  changing  the  level  of  tlie  soil 
so  as  to  tun  it  off  in  a  new  course 
after  it  has  come  witliin  liis  boundaries. 
The  obstruction  of  surface-water,  or  an 
alteration  in  the  flow  of  it,  affords  no 
cause  of  action  in  behalf  of  a  person- 
who  may  sufl^er  loss  or  detriment 
therefrom  against  one  who  does  no  act 
inconsistent  with  the  due  oxercise  of 
dominion  over  his  own  soil." 

'  Gibbs  V.  Williams,  25  Kan.  210; 
37  Am.  Rep.  241. 

'■'  Kauflinan  v.  Grieaemer,  26  Pa.  St. 
407;  67  Am.  Dec.  437. 

^  Phillips  V.  Waterhouse,  69  lowii, 
199;  58  Am.  Rep.  220. 

*  Bowlsby  V.  Speer,  31  N.  J.  L.  351. 
But  soo  Underwood  v.  Waldron,  33 
Mich.  232. 

"  Abbott  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  83  Mo.  271; 
53  Am.  Rep.  581;  Cairo  etc.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Stevens,  73  Iiid.  278;  38  Am.  Rep. 
1.39;  O'Connor  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  Wis. 
521);   38  Am.  Rep.  753. 
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then  flisoliarge  it  in  a  body  upon  the  lower  land  of  his 
neiglibor,  or  in  any  manner  different  from  the  usual  flow.* 
Nor  can  the  owner  of  the  upper  tract  lawfully  discharge 
the  waters  of  a  natural  pond  or  reservoir  of  surface-water 
througli  an  artificial  channel  directly  over  the  lower  land 
of  anotiier.*  And  it  is  a  nuisance  to  erect  a  building  on 
one's  land  so  near  to  another's  land  that  the  rain  or 
snow  falling  upon  the  eaves  is  discharged  upon  the  ad- 
joining land;  and  an  action  may  be  maintained  therefor, 
but  only  for  the  special  damage.' 

Illi-'Strations.  —  A  railroad,  in  c->nstructing  its  road-bed, 
filled  up  an  artificial  ditch  on  the  land  of  a  third  person,  by 
which  the  surface-water  "'as  conducted  from  the  plaintiff's 
premises  lo  a  river,  and  thus  turned  back  the  water  upon  the 
premises  of  such  person.  Held,  to  give  no  ground  of  action: 
O'Connor  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  Wip  526;  38  Am.  Rep.  753.  Pc.rties 
owned  adjacent  lots  on  a  street.  Surface-water  naturally  and 
usually  accumulated  in  the  street  in  front  of  plaintiff's  lot,  and 
sometimes  ran  off  through  a  natural  depression  over  defend- 
ant's lot  and  other  low  land  to  a  river.  Defendant  built  a  house 
on  his  lot,  filling  in  the  lot  and  grading  it  up  to  the  level  of  the 
sidewalk  on  the  street,  thereby  cutting  off  the  flow  of  the  sur- 
face-water, and  causing  it  sometimes  to  flow  on  plaintiff's  lot 
and  flood  his  cellar.  Held,  that  no  action  would  lie  therefor: 
Barkley  v.  Wilcox,  86  N.  Y.  140;  40  Am.  Rep.  519.  Defendant, 
who  owned  the  lands  next  below  the  defendants  on  a  stream, 
planted  a  row  of  trees  on  his  land  in  such  a  manner  as  to  oper- 
ate as  a  dam  and  set  back  the  water,  so  that  large  quantities  of 
drift-wood  and  other  matter,  which  before  had  been  carried  off 
by  the  water,  were  deposited  upon  the  land  of  plaintiff,  when 
the  water  subsided  to  its  usual  level.  Held,  that  the  de- 
fendant was  not  liable:  Taylor  v.  Fickas,  64  Ind.  167;  31  Am. 
Rep.  114.  A  railroad  purchased  low  land  near  a  river,  having 
on  it  a  wall  which  was  part  of  a  system  adopted  by  adjoining 


1  Wile3  V.  Madison,  75  Ind.  241;  Gil- 
lison  r.  Cluvileston,  IG  W.  Va.  282;  .37 
Am.  Rep.  703;  Rylaiuls  v.  Fletcher,  L. 
R.  ;i  KiifT.  &  Ir.  App.  Caa.  :«0;  Temple- 
ton  V.  Vosliloe,  72  Ind.  134;  37  Am. 
Rep.  150;  Smith  v.  Koiiish,  7  Com.  B. 
51.);  VVallle  v.  Connor,  53  N.  Y.  11;  13 
Am.  Rep.  4(37;  Tootle  v.  Clifton,  22 
Ohio  St.  247;  10  Am.  Rnp.  732;  Og- 
burn  r.  Connor,  4G  Cal.  346;  13  Am. 
Rep.  213;  Crabtree  v.  Baker,  75  Ala. 


91;  51  Am.  Dec.  424;  Kelly  v.  Dem- 
ing,  39  N.  J.  Eq.  4S2;  Knight  v. 
Brown,  25  W.  Va.  808;  Wagner  v. 
Chancy,  19  111.  App.  54(5. 

^  Pettigrew  v.  Evansville,  25  Wis. 
223;  3  Am.  Rep.  50;  Livingston  v. 
McDonald,  21  Iowa,  100;  80  Am. 
Dee.  563;  Foot  v,  Bronson,  4  Laua. 
47. 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  109j  Bellows 
V.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  96. 
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proprietors  to  prevent  flooding.  Held,  that  it  was  liahle  to  one 
of  these  proprietors  whose  hands  were  flooded  hy  reason  of  its 
neglect  to  keep  its  part  of  the  wall  in  order:  Savannah  etc.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Lawton,  75  Ga.  192. 

§  2943.  Drawing  off  Surface-water — Drains. — Where 
one,  by  drawing  off  surface-water  on  his  land,  deprives 
the  lower  proprietors  of  the  benefit  of  the  natural  flow  of 
such  water  oq  their  lands,  the  latter  has  no  remedy.* 
"The  water  belongs  absolutely  to  the  defendant,  on  whose 
lands  it  falls."^  The  owner  of  land  has  an  unrestricted 
right  to  drain  it  for  agricultural  purposes  wlieii  the  water 
which  it  is  sought  to  get  rid  of  is  mere  surface-water,  and 
has  no  definite  source  or  channel;  and  even  though  a 
lower  proprietor  is  thereby  deprived  of  water  which  had 
previously  been  accustomed  to  come  to  him,  he  has  no 
cause  of  action  for  the  diversion.'  Every  owner  of  land 
has  the  right  to  clean  out  and  tube  or  wall  up  a  natural 
spring  upon  his  own  land,  for  his  own  use  and  con- 
venience, when  he  does  not  thereby  change  the  natural 
course  of  the  flow  of  the  water  therefrom,  and  makes 
no  change  to  the  injury  of  another,  except  what  may 
result  from  an  increased  flow  of  water  in  the  natural 
channel  or  outlet  of  such  spring.*  A  person  has  a  right 
to  lay  drains  or  dig  trenches  upon  his  own  land  to  carry 
away  the  water  from  his  house  or  premises.  But  if  they 
are  not  of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  off  the  water,  or  if 
they  are  not  properly  kept  in  repair,  he  will  be  liable  for 
all  damages  caused  thereby."  Where  one  properly  and 
lawfully  opens  a  covered  drain  on  his  own  land,  and  it  is 
his  duty  to  close  it  again  in  order  to  prevent  the  water 


'  Rawstron  v.  Taylor,  11  Ex.  369. 

'  Broailhent  t'.  Rumshothatn,  1 1  Ex. 
602.  But  the  rule  in  New  Hampshire 
is,  that  the  owner  has  no  right  to  ob- 
struct or  (liviirt  the  water  l)eyoiicl  wliat 
is  necessary  for  his  use  of  the  land: 
Bassett  v.  Salisbury  Mlg.  Co.,  43  N, 
H.  51)9;  82  Am.  Dec.  179;  Ssvett  v. 
CuttB,  50  N.  U.  439;  9  Am.  Rep.  276. 


«  Waffle  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  58  Barb.  413; 
Cott  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  Y.  217;  Swett 
V.  Cutts,  50  N.  H,  4:^9;  9  Am.  Rep. 
270;  Popplewoll  v.  Hoilgkinsoii,  20  L. 
T.,  N.  S.,  578;  Goodale  v.  Tuttle,  29 
N.  Y.  459;  Buffum  i:  Harris,  5  R.  I. 
253;  Curtis  v.  Avrault,  47  N.  Y.  73. 

*  WaiUo  r.  Porter,  01  Barl).  130. 

»  Rockwood  V.  Wilson,  11  Cash.  221. 
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from  setting  back  and  overflowing  the  adjoining  land,  he 
is  bound  to  use  ordinary  care  and  prudence  in  closing 
such  drain;  and  if  he  does  so,  is  not  responsible  for  any 
damage  caused  to  his  neighbor's  land  by  its  overflow.* 
One  is  not  obliged  to  drain  his  lands,  even  though  by 
not  so  doing  they  may  be  productive  of  sickness." 

§  2944.  The  Oivil-law  Rule.—  By  the  rules  of  the  civil 
law  the  lower  estate  is  charged  with  a  servitude  for  the 
benefit  of  the  upper  estate  to  per'-ait  the  surface-water  to 
flow  off  over  it,  and  the  owner  o  che  lower  estate  has  no 
right  to  dam  it  up  and  throw  it  back  upon  the  higher 
one.''  So  he  who  has  the  upper  ground  cannot  change 
the  course  of  the  water,  either  by  turning  it  some  other 
way  or  rendering  it  more  rapid,  or  making  any  other 
change  in  it  to  the  prejudice  of  the  owners  of  the  lower 
ground.*  The  civil-law  rule  is  adopted  in  some  states. 
It  seems  to  be  the  law  of  Missouri,^  though  the  decisions 
are  conflicting.'  It  is  followed  in  California,'  and  Ohio,* 
Louisiana,"    in    North    Carolina,'"   in    Illinois,"   and   in 


»  Rock  wood  V.  Wilson,  11  Cush.  221. 

«  Woodruff  V.  Fisher,  17  B.irb.  2C4; 

Hartwell  v.  Armstrong,  19  Barb.  16(5. 

*  Vaiiderweile  v,  Taylor,  05  N.  Y. 
341. 

*  Domat's  Civil  Law,  616. 

*  See  McCormick  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  TO 
Mo.  359;  35  Am.  Rep.  431;  McSliane 
V.  R.  K.  Co.,  71  Mo.  '237;  30  Am.  Rep. 
480. 

«  See  McCormick  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  57 
Mo.  433;  Mimkara  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  72 
Mo.  514. 

'  Ogl)urn  V.  Connor,  46  Cal.  346;  13 
Am.  Rup.  '213. 

"Biitlor  V.  Peck,  16  Ohio  St.  334; 
88  \m.  Dec.  45-2;  Tootle  v.  Cliftou,  22 
Oltio  St.  247;  10  Am.  Rep.  732. 

*  Harrow  v.  Lamlry,  15  La.  Ann. 
081;  77  Am.  Dec.  199;  Martin  •.  Jett, 
12  La.  51)2;  32  Am.  Dec.  120;  rlooijer 
r.  Wilkinson,  I.")  La.  Ann.  497:  Minor 
V.  Wright,  16  Li.  Ann.  151;  77  Am. 
Dec.  194;  Lattimoro  r.  Davis,  14  La. 
161;  33  Aui.  Daa.  5S1;  Uelaliou:ii>aye 


V.  Judice,  13  La.  Ann.  587;  71  Am. 
Dec.  521. 

'•  Porter  v.  Dunham,  74  N.  C.  769; 
Raleigh  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wickes,  74 
N.  C.  220;  Overton  v.  Sawyer,  1  Jones, 
308;  02  Am.  Dec.  170. 

"  Gillham  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  111.  484; 
Laney  r.  Jaspar,  39  111.  46;  Jackson- 
ville etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Cox,  91  111.  500; 
Ciitj'  of  Aurora  v.  Reed,  57  111.  1;  11 
A.Tn.  Rep.  1;  Gorndey  v.  Sandford,  52 
Ilil.  158,  the  court  saying:  "In  our 
judgment,  the  rea.soning  which  leads 
to  the  rule  forbidding  the  o»rner  of  a 
field  to  overflow  an  adjoiimg  field 
by  obstructing  a  natural  w.iiercour3e, 
fed  by  remote  springs,  applies  with 
equal  force  to  the  oi>struction  of  a 
natural  channel  through  which  the 
surface-waters  derived  from  the  rain 
or  snow  falling  on  such  field  are  wont 
to  flow.  what  difference  does  it 
make,  in  princi[)le,  whet!  er  the  water 
comes  directly  upon  the  field  from  the 
cluuda  above,  or  has  fidiuu  upon  re- 
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Pennsylvania,^  and  Alabama.^  In  Iowa  it  has  been  heLl 
that  if  a  ditch  made  by  the  defendant  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  his  hinds,  and  wliich  terminated  within  sixty 
feet  of  the  line  of  the  plaintiff's,  had  the  elFect  to  increase 
the  quantity  of  water  on  the  plaintiff's  land  to  his  injury, 
or,  without  increasing  it,  threw  the  water  upon  the  land 
in  a  different  manner  from  what  the  same  would  naturally 
have  flowed  upon  it,  to  his  injury,  the  defendant  would  be 
liable  for  the  injury,  even  though  the  ditch  was  con- 
structed by  the  defendant  in  the  course  of  the  ordinary 
use  and  improvement  of  his  farm,'  In  Wisconsin  it  has 
been  decided  that  the  owner  of  land  on  which  tliere  is  a 
pond  or  reservoir  of  surface-water  canr  )t  lawfully  dis- 
charge it  through  an  artificial  channel  upon  the  land  of 
another,  or  so  near  it  that  it  will  flow  over  upon  such  land 
to  its  injury.*  In  New  Hampshire  a  land-owner  may,  in 
the  reasonable  use  of  his  own  land,  lawfully  prevent  the 
flow  of  surface-water  on  his  premises  from  the  adjacent 
higlier  land  of  another,  although  such  adjacent  land  is 
thereby  injured;  and  the  fact  that  such  water  has  been 
wont  to  flow  upon  the  inferior  land  for  over  twenty  years 
will  no*^  amount  to  a  prescription.®    And  a  similar  rule 


moto  hills,  r.Qtl  comes  thence  ia  a  rua- 
niiig  stream  upon  the  surface,  or  rises 
ill  a  spring  upoa  the  upper  tield  and 
tl()\v3  upon  tlio  lower?  The  cases 
assortiiij^  a  dilllretit  rule  for  surface- 
waters  and  runiiiug  streams  furnish  no 
sati-it'actory  reason  for  the  distinction." 
'  bLautfrnan  i'.  Griesemer,  '2G  Pa.  St. 
407:  07  \m.  Dec.  437;  Miller  v.  Lau- 
laoh,  47  Pa.  St.  154;  86  Am.  Dec. 
5J1;  Hays  v.  Hinkleman,  68  Pa.  St. 
3J4;  Bentz  v.  Armstrong,  8  Watts  8c 
S.  40;  42  Am.  Dec.  265;  Martin  v. 
Riddle,  2t;  Pa.  St.  415,  the  court  say- 
ing: "  When  two  fields  adjoin,  and  one 
is  lower  than  the  other,  the  lower  must 
ne  essarily  be  suhject  to  all  the  nat- 
ur.il  tlowof  water  from  the  upper  one. 
Tlie  inconvenience  arises  from  its  posi- 
ti'Mi,  and  is  usually  more  than  compen- 
sated by  other  circumstances.  Hence 
the  owner  of  the  lower  ground  has  no 
ri^lit  to  erect  embaukuieuts  whereby 
SOI 


the  natural  flow  of  the  water  from  the 
upper  ground  shall  be  stopped;  nor 
has  the  owner  of  the  upper  ground  a 
right  to  make  any  excavations  or 
drains  by  which  the  flow  of  the  water 
is  diverted  from  its  natural  channel 
and  a  new  channel  made  on  the  lower 
ground;  nor  can  he  collect  waters 
usually  flowing  off  into  bis  neighbor's 
field  by  several  channels,  and  thus  in- 
crease the  rush  upon  the  lower  fields. " 
'  Hughes  V.  Anderson,  68  Ala.  280; 
44  Am.  Rep.  147;  Nininger  v.  Nor- 
wood, 72  Ala.  277;  47  Am.  Rep.  412. 

*  Livingston  v.  Macdouald,  21  Iowa, 
100;  89  Am.  Dec.  503. 

*  Pettigrew  v.  Villapie  of  Evansville, 
25  Wis.  2-.»3;  3  Am.  Rep.  50.  But  see 
Hoyt  V.  Hudson,  27  Wis.  656;  i)  Am. 
Rep.  473. 

"  Swett  V.  Cutts,  50  N.  H.  439;  9 
Am.  Rep.  276;  I3assett  v.  ."^alislmry 
Co.,  43  N.  H.  509;  82  Am.  Doc.  I7'J. 
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obtains  in  Vermont.*  The  rule  is  modified  in  its  applica- 
tion to  city  lots  as  distinguished  from  agricultural  dis- 
tricts. "Such  lots  are  used  only  for  building,  and  the 
owners  must  be  permitted  to  improve  them  for  building 
purposes.  The  owner  of  a  lower  lot  who  desires  to  build 
must  be  permitted  to  fill  it  up,  to  ditch  it,  to  construct 
walls,  or  to  build  his  house  so  as  to  protect  his  lot  against 
the  surface-water  of  the  adjoining  lot.  If  he  thus  pre- 
vents the  flow  of  the  surface-water  upon  his  lot,  the  owner 
of  the  higher  lot  has  no  cause  of  action  against  him.'"  A 
railroad  company  may  not  be  allowed,  by  building  its  road- 
way across  a  natural  drainage  of  surface-water,  to  obstruct 
the  customary  flow  to  the  detriment  of  upper  proprietors, 
but  must  supply  reasonable  means  of  passing  it  through 
the  road-bed,  so  as  to  save  the  upper  proprietors  harmless 
to  the  same  extent  as  before.' 


§  2945.  Subterranean  Waters  —  Wells.  —  If  one,  by 
■excavating  on  his  own  land,  draws  off"  the  subterraneous 
waters  of  his  neighbor  to  his  damage,  no  action  lies  for 
the  damage.*  Thus  if  a  well  dug  by  one  man  ruins  the 
well  or  spring  of  his  neighbor  by  drawing  off  the  water, 
it  is  damnum  absque  injuria.^  "The  percolating  water  be- 
longs to  the  owner  of  the  land  as  much  as  the  land  itself, 
or  the  rocks  and  stones  in  it;  therefore,  he  may  dig  a  well, 
and  make  it  very  large,  and  draw  up  the  water,  by  ma- 
chinery or  otherwise,  in  such  quantities  as  to  supply  aque- 


»  Beard  v.  Murphy,  37  Vt.  99;  86 
Am.  Dec.  693;  Chatfield  t>.  Wilson, 
28  Vt.  49. 

•■<  Vanderweile  v.  Taylor,  65  N.  Y. 
341. 

»  Little  Rock  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Chap- 
man, .39  Ark.  463;  43  Am.  Rep,  280. 

•  Acton  V.  Blundell,  12  Meea.  &  W. 
324;  Phelpa  v.  Nolan,  72  N.  Y.  39;  28 
Am.  Dec.  93;  Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meet- 
ing Ass'n  V.  Asbury  Park  Comm'rs,  40 
N!  J.  Eq.  447. 

»  Whoatley  v.  Baugh,  25  Pa.  St.  578; 
64  Am.  Dec.  721;  Haldemaa  v.  Bruck- 


hart,  45  Pa.  St.  514;  84  Am.  Dec.  511; 
(xreenleaf  v.  Francis,  18  Pick.  117: 
lloath  V.  Dri.scoll,  20  Conn.  533;  i)-2 
Am.  Dec.  352;  Morrison  v.  R  R.  Co., 
67  Me.  353;  Chaae  v.  Silvei  stone,  62 
Me.  175;  16  Am.  Rep.  419;  Chatfiehl 
V.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49;  Clark  v.  Conroe, 
38  Vt.  469;  New  Albany  etc.  R,  R. 
Co.  V.  Peterson,  14  Ind.  112;  7-7  Am. 
Dec.  60;  Frazier  v.  Brown,  12  Ol\io  .St. 
294;  Brown  v.  lUius,  25  Conn.  594;  27 
Conn.  94;  71  Am.  Dec.  49;  Blood i..,.;! 
V.  Ayres,  37  Huii,  356;  Delhi  v.  You- 
maua,  45  N.  Y.  302;  6  Am.  Rep.  100. 
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ducts  for  a  large  neighborhood.  lie  may  thus  take  the 
water  which  wuuld  otherwise  pass  by  natural  percolation 
into  his  neighbor's  land,  and  draw  off  the  water  which 
may  come  by  natural  percolation  from  his  neighbor's 
land."*  The  doctrine  of  prescription,  or  presumption  of 
a  grant  from  lapse  of  time,  is  not  applicable  to  the  case 
of  underground  waters  percolating  through  the  earth.* 
As  respects  such  waters,  no  rights  are  gained,  since  no 
one  can  be  presumed  to  have  granted  that  of  the  exist- 
ence of  which  he  must  have  been  ignorant.'  But  where 
one,  by  unnecessary  excavations  upon  his  own  lands,  with- 
out interfering  with  any  known  watercourses,  withdraws 
water  from  his  neighbor's  spring  or  well  by  percolation, 
he  is  liable  for  the  injury,  if  his  acts  are  in  derogation  of 
a  grant  between  the  parties,  or  in  violation  of  a  covenant 
contained  therein.''  And  the  general  doctrine  as  to  un- 
derground percolating  water  is  limited  to  this  extent,  that 
he  may  not  thus  indirectly  destroy  or  diminish  the  flow  of 
a  natural  surface  stream  to  the  injury  of  a  riparian  owner 
thereof.'  And  an  underground  stream,  the  existence  of 
which  as  well  as  its  source  of  supply  being  known,  and 
having  an  open  outlet,  is  a  watercourse,  as  much  as  though 
it  was  on  the  surface.  But  if  its  source  is  not  known,  the 
owner  of  the  land  may  use  it  in  any  way  he  pleases,  and 
if  in  doing  so  he  taps  the  spring  from  which  it  origi- 
nates, no  action  lies.  The  spring  is  cut  oflF  before  it 
reaches  the  surface,  but  if  it  has  reached  the  surface  and 
discharges  itself  in  a  definite  channel  over  it,  the  owner 


'  Wilson  V.  New  Bedford,  108  Mass. 
2().");  11  Am.  Rep.  352;  Hanson  v. 
McCue,    42  Cal.    303;    10  Am.    Rep. 

''  Chasemore  v.  Richards,  7  H.  L. 
('lis.  349;  Broadbeut  v.  Rainsbotham, 
11  Ex.  002;  Greenleaf  v.  Francis,  18 
Pick.  122;  Frazier  v.  Brown,  12  Ohio 
8t.  311;  Wheatley  ?'.  Baugh,  25  Pa.  St. 
528;  64  Am.  Dec.  721. 

'*  Smith  V.  Kenrick,  7  Com.  B.  546; 


Roath  V.  DriscoU,  20  Conn.  541;  52 
Am.  Dec.  352. 

♦  Johnstown  Cheese  Mfg..  Co  v. 
Veghte,  69  N.  Y.  16:  25  Am.  Rep. 
125;  Chesley  v.  King,  74  Me.  164;  43 
Am.  Rep.  569. 

*  City  of  Emporia  v.  Soden,  25  Kan. 
588;  37  Am.  Rep.  265;  Strait  v.  Brown, 
16  Nev.  317;  40  Am.  Rep.  497;  Bur- 
roughs u.  Satterlee,  67  Iowa,  396;  56 
Am.  Rep.  350. 
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of  the  land  has  no  right  to  interfere  therewith.*  Where 
subterrauoan  water  emerges,  and  afterward  sinks  and  ro- 
emerges,  if  its  entire  exact  course  can  be  traced,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  land  at  the  latter  point  will  be  protected 
against  a  diversion  of  the  water." 

§  2946.    Injuries  by  Escape  of  Water  — In  General. — 

In  a  leading  case  in  New  York,^  the  American  law  on  this 
subject  is  thus  stated:  "It  one  builds  a  dam  upon  his  own 
premises,  and  thus  holds  back  and  accumulates  the  water 
for  his  benefit,  or  if  he  brings  water  upon  his  premises 
into  a  reservoir,  in  case  tiie  dam  or  the  banks  of  the  res- 
ervoir give  way,  and  the  lands  of  a  neighbor  are  thus 
flooded,  he  is  not  liable  for  the  damage,  witliout  proof  of 
some  fault  or  negligence  on  his  part."*  This  rule  is  sup- 
ported by  the  large  majority  of  the  decided  cases  in  this 
country,  which  hold  that  wliere  water  is  collected  in  res- 
ervoirs, behind  dams,  or  in  canals  or  ditches,  in  the  ordi- 
nary manner,  for  the  purpose  of  being  used  as  a  motive 
power,  in  navigation,  in  irrigation,  or  in  mines,  because 
there  is  nothing  unlawful  in  collecting  water  for  such 
purposes,  if  it  escapes  and  does  mischief,  the  person  so 
collecting  it  can  only  be  held  liable  on  the  ground  of 
something  unlawful  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  built 
or  maintained  his  structure.*    For  damages  resulting  from 

'  Dudden  w.  Guardians  etc.,  1  Hurl.  Cow.    175;     Bailev  v.  Mayor  etc.    of 

&  N.  630;  Haldenian  v.  Bruckhart,  43  New  York,  3  Hill,"  531;  38  Am.    Dec. 

Pa.  St.  514;   84  Am.  Dec.  511;    Dick-  009;   2   Deiiio,  433;    I'ixley  v.    Clark, 

inaon  v.  Canal  Co.,  7   Ex.  282;   Bur-  .35  N.  Y.  520,  524;  91  Ain.    Dec.    72; 

roughs  V.  Satterlee,  67  Iowa,  396;  56  Sheldon  v.  Sherman,  42  N.  Y.  484;  1 

Am.  Dec.  350;  Cross  r.  Kitts,  69  Cal.  Am.  Kep.  559.     Sue,  as  to  the  law  of 

217;    58  Am.  Dec.  558;   Wheatley  v.  watercourses    geueruUy,    ante,     Title 

Baugh,  25  Pa.  St.  528;  64  Am.  Dec.  721.  Easeineuts. 

'  Sadiller  v.  Lee,  66  Ga.  45;  42  Am.         *Lehij,'h  Bridge  Co.  v.  Lehigh  Coal 

Rep.  62.  Co.,  4  IliAvle,  9;    26  Am.    Dec.    Ill; 

="  Losee  r.  Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  476;  Bell  v.  McClmtock,  9   Watts,  120;  34 

10  Am.  Rep.  623.  Am.  Dec.  507;  Campbell  v.  B.ar  River 

*  Citing    Angell  on    Watercourses,  Co.,    35     Cal.    679;     Shrewabury    v. 

sec.  336;  Lapham  r.  Curtis,  5  Vt.  371;  Smith,  12   Cush.  177;  China  r.  Sontli- 

26  Am.  Dec.  310;  Told  v.  Cochell,  17  wick,  12  Me.  2:<S;  Everett  v.  llydriiiilio 

Cal.  97;  Everett  v.  Hydraulic  etc.  Co.,  Flume  Tunnel  Co.,  23  Cal.   225;  HolT- 

23  Cal.  225;  Shrewsbury  v.  Smith,  12  man  v.  Tuolumne  Water  Co.,  10  Cid. 

Cush.    177;    Livingston  v.    Adam^,  8  413;  Wult  v.  St.  Luuid  etc.  Water  Co., 
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extraordinary  floods,  or  any  causes  over  which  ho  had  no 
control,  and  which  he  couM  not  reasonably  have  expected, 
lie  is  not  res^ponsible;'  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
water  escaped  in  consequence  of  his  reservoir  being  im- 
properly constructed,  or  not  kept  in  proper  rejmir,  or 
because  he  did  not  use  due  diligence  in  preventing  the 
escape  or  in  guarding  against  it,  he  will  be  liable.'     So 


10  Cal.  541;  Lapham  v.  Curtis,  6  Vt. 
371;  20  Am.  bee.  310;  Uiggiiis  v. 
Clieaapeake  etc.  Canal  Co.,  3  Harr. 
(Del.)  411;  Morris  Canal  Co.  v.  llyer- 
soii,  27  N.  J.  L.  4.i7;  Tenney  v. 
Miners'  Ditch  Co.,  7  Cal.  335;  Kich- 
aiilson  V.  Kier,  34  Cal.  63;  91  Am. 
Doc.  OSl;  Jones  v.  Robertson,  116  III. 
543;  50  Am.  Kep.  780. 

'  Livingston  v.  Adams,  8  Cow.  175; 
Kvcrett  V.  Hydraulic  etc.  Co.,  23  Cal. 
'225;  China  v.  Southwiek.  12  Me.  2.'}8. 

■'  PoUettv.  Long,  50  N.  Y.  200.  The 
rule  in  England  laid  down  in  the 
leading  an(l  niuch-discussud  caae  of 
I'lutchur  V.  Rylands  is  more  strict: 
3  Hurl.  &C.  774:  L.  R.  1  Ex.  20o; 
L.  R.  3  H.  L.  Cas.  3.30.  And  see  Hnrd- 
luHii  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  C.  r.  Div .  108; 
Cattle  V.  Stockton  Water  \\\n  ,i.s,  L. 
R.  lU  Q.  B.  453.  In  this  case  it  was 
laid  down  that  where  the  owner  of 
land,  without  willfulness  or  negligence, 
uses  his  land  in  the  ordinary  manner 
of  its  use,  though  mischief  should 
thereby  be  occasioned  to  his  neigh- 
luir,  he  will  not  be  liable  in  damages. 
But  if  he  brings  upon  his  land  any- 
tiiiug  which  would  not  naturally  come 
upon  it,  and  v  iiich  is  in  itself  danger- 
ous, and  may  become  mischievous  if 
not  kept  under  proper  control,  though 
in  so  doing  he  may  act  without  per- 
sonal willfulness  or  negligence,  he  will 
be  liable  in  damages  for  any  miijchief 
thereby  occasioned.  "If  a  person," 
as  Lord  Cranworth,  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  house  of  lonls,  tersely 
puts  it,  — "if  a  person  brings  or  accu- 
nudates  on  his  land  anything  which, 
if  it  should  escape,  may  cause  dam- 
age to  his  neighbor,  he  does  so  at  his 
peril.  If  it  does  escape,  and  cause 
damage,  he  is  responsible,  however 
careful  he  may  have  been,  and  what- 
ever precautions  he  may  have  taken  to 
prevent  the  damage."  In  Fletcher  v. 
ilylauds,  the  plaxutitf  was  the  lessee 


of  mines.  The  defendant  was  the 
owner  of  a  mill  standing  on  land  ad- 
joining that  under  which  the  mines 
were  worked;  and  desiring  to  con- 
struct a  reservoir,  he  employed  com- 
petent persons  —  an  enguieer  and  a 
contractor — to  construct  it.  The 
plaintitf  had  worked  his  mines  up  to 
a  spot  where  there  were  certain  old 
passages  of  disused  mines;  these  pas- 
sages were  connected  with  vertical 
shafts,  which  communicated  with  the 
land  above,  and  which  had  also  been 
out  of  use  for  years,  and  were  appar- 
ently filled  M  ith  marl  and  the  earth  of 
the  surrrounding  land.  No  care  was 
taken  by  the  engineer  or  the  contractor 
to  block  up  these  shafts;  and  shortly 
after  water  had  been  introduced  into 
the  reservoir,  it  broke  through  some 
of  the  shafts,  flowed  through  the  old 
pasiiage,  and  flooded  the  plaintiff's 
mine.  'Ihe  house  of  lords,  atiirming 
the  judgment  of  the  exchequer  cha:n- 
ber,  hehi  that  the  defendant  was  liable 
for  the  <iamage.  And  see  Fletcher  v. 
Smith,  L.  R.  7  Ex.  305;  2  App.  Cas. 
781.  But  to  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Fletcher  v.  Rylands,  as  to  the  escape 
of  water,  the  English  courts  have  in 
subsequent  cases  determined  that 
there  are  exceptions.  The  first  of 
these  exceptions  is,  that  if  the  water 
is  set  loose  by  the  act  of  God,  or  vis 
major,  the  party  is  not  responsible. 
In  Nichols  v.  Marshland,  L.  R.  10  Ex. 
255,  2  Ex.  Div.  1,  it  appeared  that 
on  the  defendant's  lands  were  some 
ornamental  pools  containing  large 
quantities  of  water.  These  pools  had 
been  formed  by  damming  up  with  arti- 
ficial banks  a  natural  stream,  which 
rose  above  the  defendant's  land  and 
flowed  through  it,  and  which  was  al- 
lnweil  to  escape  from  the  pools  suc- 
ces.sively  by  weirs  into  its  original 
course.  An  extraordinary  rainfall 
caused  the  stream  and  the  water  ia 
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in  releasing  water  which  one  has  accumuhited,  he  is  liable 


the  pools  to  swell,  so  that  the  artificial 
banks  were  carried  away  by  the  pres- 
avLt%  and  the  water  in  the  pools,  being 
thus  suddenly  let  loose,  rushed  down 
the  course  of  the  stream  and  injured 
the  pUiutiif 's  adjoining  property.  The 
plaintitf  liaving  brought  an  action 
against  the  defendant  for  damages, 
the  jury  found  that  there  was  no  neg- 
ligence in  the  maintenance  or  con- 
struction of  the  pools,  and  that  the 
flood  was  so  great  that  it  could  not 
reasonably  have  been  anticipated; 
thougli  if  it  had  been  anticipated, 
the  effect  might  have  been  prevented. 
The  C9jr'<  c1  appeals,  attiruiing  the 
judis  ic;.'  ot  r,he  exchequer  chamber, 
held  tv^f;  t,he  defendant  was  not  re- 
sponsibie-  'it  appears  to  us,"  said 
the  couri,  •  that  we  have  two  ques- 
tions t-i  onsider:  1.  The  question 
of  law,  \i  liifjh  was  left  undecided  in 
Kylands  v  Flatcher:  Can  the  defend- 
ant excuse  herself  by  showing  that 
the  escape  of  the  water  was  owing  to 
xHa  major,  or,  as  it  is  termed  in  the 
law-books,  the  act  of  God  ?  And 
2.  If  she  can,  did  she  in  fact  make 
out  that  the  escape  was  so  occa- 
sioned? Now,  with  respect  to  the 
tint  question,  the  ordinary  rule  of 
law  is,  that,  when  the  law  creates  a 
duty  and  the  party  is  disabled  from 

Sertorming  it  without  any  default  of 
is  own,  by  the  act  of  God,  or  the 
king's  enemies,  the  law  will  excuse 
him;  but  when  a  party  by  his  own 
contract  creates  a  duty,  he  is  bound 
to  make  it  good,  notwithstanding  any 
accident  by  inevitable  necessity.  We 
can  see  no  good  reason  why  that  rule 
should  not  be  applied  to  the  case  before 
us.  The  duty  of  keeping  the  water 
in  and  preventing  its  escape  is  a  duty 
imposed  by  the  law,  and  not  one  cre- 
ated by  contract.  If,  indeed,  the 
making  of  a  reservoir  was  a  wrongful 
act  in  itself,  it  might  be  right  to  liold 
that  a  person  could  not  escape  from 
the  coufiequcnces  of  his  own  wrongful 
act.  But  it  seems  to  us  absurd  to 
hold  that  the  making  or  the  keeping 
a  reservoir  is  a  wrongful  act  in  itself. 
The  wrongful  act  is  not  the  making  or 
keeping  the  reservoir,  but  the  allowing 
or  causing  the  water  to  escape.  If, 
indeed,  the  damages  were  occasioned 


by  the  act  of  the  party,  without  mon:, 
a!4  wlioru  a  man  accumulates  water  on 
his  own  land,  but,  owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar nature  or  condition  of  the  soil, 
the  water  escapes  and  does  damage  to 
his  neighbor,  the  case  of  Kylands  v. 
Fletcher,  L.  R.  3  H.  L.  Cas.  330,  es- 
tablishes  that  he  must  be  held  liable. 
The  accumulation  of  water  in  a  ruset'- 
voir  is  not  in  itself  wrongful;  but  the 
making  it  and  suffering  the  water  to 
escupe,  if  damage  ensue,  constitute  a 
wrong.  But  the  present  case  is  dis- 
tinguished from  that  of  Rylands  r. 
Fletcher,  L.  R.  3  H.  L.  Cas.  330,  in 
this,  that  it  is  not  the  act  of  the  de- 
fendant in  keepinig  this  reservoir,  — 
an  act  in  itself  lawful,  —  whicfi 
alone  leads  to  the  escape  of  the  water, 
and  so  renders  wrongful  that  which, 
but  for  such  escape,  would  have  been 
lawful.  It  is  the  supervening  v,s 
majoi'  of  the  water  caused  by  the 
flood,  which,  superadded  to  the  water 
in  the  reservoir  (which  of  itself  would 
have  been  innocuous),  causes  th-.  dis- 
aster. A  defendant  cannot,  in  our 
opinion,  be  properly  said  to  have 
caused  or  allowed  the  water  to  escape, 
if  the  act  of  God  or  the  queen's  ene- 
mies were  the  real  cause  of  its  escap- 
ing, without  any  fault  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant.  If  a  reservoir  was 
destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  or  the 
queen's  enemies  destroyed  it  in  con- 
ducting some  warlike  operation,  it 
would  be  contrary  to  all  reason  and 
justice  to  hold  the  owner  of  the  reser- 
voir liable  for  any  damage  that  might 
be  done  by  the  escape  of  the  water. 
We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the 
defendant  wa^  entitled  to  excuse  her- 
self by  proving  that  the  water  es- 
caped through  the  act  of  God.  Tlie 
remaining  question  is,  Did  the  defend- 
ant make  out  that  this  escape  of  the 
water  was  owing  to  the  act  of  God? 
Now,  the  jury  have  distinctly  found, 
not  only  that  there  was  no  negligence 
in  the  construction  or  theuiaintenanoa 
of  the  reservoirs,  but  that  the  Huod 
was  so  great  that  it  could  not  reason- 
ably have  been  anticipated,  altlum  .;ii, 
if  it  had  beeu  anticipated,  the  etluct 
might  have  been  preventeil;  and  tliis 
seems  to  us,  in  substance,  a  finding 
that    the  escape  of    the    water    was 
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for  any  damages  caused  thereby,  if  he  has  not  used  due 


owing  to  the  act  of  God.     However 
great  the  Hood  had  been,  if  it  hail  not 
been  greater  than  floods  that  had  hap- 
pened before,  and  migiit  be  expected 
to  occur  again,  the  defendant   might 
not  have  made  out  that  alie  was  free 
from  fault;  but  we   tliink  she  ought 
not  to  bo  held  liable  because  she  did 
not  prevent  the  effect  of  au  extraor- 
dinary act  of  nature  which  she  could 
not  anticipate.    In  the  late  case  of  Nu- 
gent I'.  Smith,  L.  R.  1  Com.  P.  Div.  423, 
we  held  that  a  carrier  might  be  pro- 
tected   from  liability  for  a  loss  occa- 
sioned by  the  act  of  Goil,  if  the   loas 
by  no  reasonable  precaution  could  be 
preventeil,  although  it  was  not  abso- 
lutely impossible    to  prevent    it.     It 
was,    indeed,    ingeniously   argued  for 
the  appellant   that    at   any   rate  the 
escape  of  tlie  water  was  not    owing 
solely  to  the  act  of  God,  because  the 
weight  of  tlie  water  originally  in  the 
reservoirs  must    have  contributed  to 
break  down  the  dams,  as  well  as  the 
extraordinary  water    brought    in    by 
the  tlooil.     We  think,    however,  that 
the  extraordinary  quantity  of  water 
brought  in  by  the  flood  is  in  point  of, 
law    the  sole  proximate  cause  of  the 
escape  of  the  water.     It  is  the  last 
drop  which  makes  the  cup  overflow." 
Another    exception    to    the    rule    in 
Fletcher  v.  llylauds    arises  where  the 
water  causing  the  damage  is  released, 
uot  by  tlie  act  of  the  defendant,  but 
by  that  of  a  tiiird  person  over  whom 
the   defendant    has    no    control.     In 
Box  V.  Jubb,  L.  R.  4  Ex.  Div.  76,  the 
defendants  were  the  owners  of  a  reser- 
voir which  was  supplied  with  water 
from  a  main  drain,  not  their  property, 
which  flowed  by  it.  There  were  sluice- 
gates   properly  constructed    between 
the  reservoir  and  main  drain  at  both 
the    inlet   and  outlet.     Owing  to  aa 
obstruction    in    the   main  drain  at  a 
point  below  the  defendants'  reservoir, 
caused   by  a  third   party  over  whom 
the  defendants    had  no  control,  and 
without  their   knowledge,   the  water 
in   the    drain  forced  open  the  sluice- 
gates and  caused  the  reservoir  to  over* 
now  OQ  the  plaintiff's  land.     It  was 
attempted  to  bring   the  case  within 
the  rule   in  Rylands  v.  Fletcher,  but 
the  court  held    that  the   defendants 


were  not  liable  for  the  damages  caused 
by    the    overflow.     The    defendants, 
said  the  court,  had  been  in  posses- 
sion of  this  reservoir  and  the  comnm- 
nications    between    it    and  the  main 
drain    for  a   nun.ber  of  years;  there 
was  no  defect  in  their  construction; 
moreover,  the  case  finds  that  the  inlet 
and  outlet  were  furnished  with  proper 
doors.     The   question  is.    What  was 
the  cause  of  the  overflow?  was  it  any- 
thing for  which  the   defendants  were 
responsilde?  was  there  any  act  or  de- 
fault of  theirs?    Now,  it  is  found  by 
the    case   that   the    obstruction    was 
caused    by  circumstances  over  which 
the  defendants  had  no  control,  namely, 
by  the  act  of  a  third   party.     I    care 
not  whether  it  is  called  vi.s  major,  or 
a  wrongful     act    of    a    third    party. 
Then,  it  is  contended  that  the  defend- 
ants ought    to    have  anticipated    the 
possibility  of  such  a  vast  quantity  of 
water  pressing  on  these  gates;  but  the 
case  does  not  find  that  any  amount  of 
strengthening  in  the  gates  could  have 
resisted  the  great  pressure  suddenly 
brought  to  bKe9.r  on    them.     I  am  of 
opinion,    for  these  reasoc^,  that    the 
defendants  are  e.ntitled    to  our  judg- 
ment.    Fletcher  v.  Rylands  has  been 
criticised    in  several  American  cases 
(Garland   v.    Towne,   55    N.    H.    57; 
Marshall    v.  Wellwood,    38  N.   J.  L. 
339;  20  Am.    Rep.    394;    Parrott   v. 
Barney,   2    Abb.    197;    1    Saw.    423; 
Losee  v.  Buchanan,  51  N.  Y.  47G;  10 
Am.  Rep.  623),  and  is  contrary  to  the 
rule  laid  down  in  all  the  cases  cited  at 
the  beginning  of  this  section.     Never- 
theless, there    are    decisions    in    the 
American  courts    which     adopt    the 
stringent  rule  of  that  case.     Thus  in 
Minnesota,  the  defendants  had  dug  a 
tunnel  through  Hennepin  Island  from 
a  point  above  to  a  point  below  the 
Falls    of    St.    Anthony.     The    water 
burst  through  it  with  great  violence, 
tearing  it  away,  and  injuring  property 
belonging  to  the  plaintiff.     It  was  held 
that  the  defendants  were  liable,  irre- 
spective of  any  proof  of  negligence  or 
unskillfulness  in  the  construction  or 
maintenance  of  the  tunnel;  or  of  tbo 
fact   that  they  did  not  own  the  soil 
through   which   it  was  dug;  or  that 
they  were  not  the  owners  of  the  tun- 
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care  in  so  releasing  it.*  But  if  the  water  has  been  unlaw- 
fully accumulated  by  him,  he  releases  it  at  his  peril,  and 
is  absolutely  liable  for  all  damage  it  may  do.'  The  dili- 
gence required  in  all  such  cases  is  that  of  ordinary,'  not 
extraordinary,*  care. 

§  2947.  Water  from  Roofs.  —  In  protecting  one's  prem- 
ises against  falling  water  and  snow,  a  person  may  con- 
struct eave-troughs  or  gutters  upon  his  building  to  carry 
tlie  water  to  his  ground,  and  if  he  keeps  them  in  proper 
order  and  is  guilty  of  no  negligence,  the  adjoining  owner 
cannot  make  him  liable  for  injuries  arising  from  extraor- 
dinary or  accidental  circumstances.*  But  if  the  owner 
so  constructs  his  roof  and  gutters  as  to  cast  water  upon 
{mother's  land,  he  is  liable.'  Where  two  buildings  are  so 
situated  that  the  water  from  the  roof  of  one  can  only  be 
prevented  from  flowing  against  and  injuring  the  other  by 
an  eaves-trough  attached  to  both,  though  the  consent  and 
co-operation  of  the  owner  of  the  building  receiving  the 
injury  may  be  necessary,  yet  the  duty  of  affirmative  ac- 
tion is  on  the  owner  of  the  other  building,  and  he  may 
not  lie  by  and  see  the  water  from  his  roof  destroy  his 
neighbor's  wall,  and  rely  for  his  protection  upon  the  pas- 
siveness  of  his  neighbor.'  The  tenant  of  the  lower  por- 
tion of  a  building,  the  landlord  reserving  control  over  the 
roof,  may  maintain  an  action  against  the  landlord  for  an 
injury  to  his  goods,  sustained  by  water  descending  upon 


nel  at  the  time  of  the  injury:  Cahill 
t<  Eastman,  18  Minn.  324;  10  Am. 
Rep.  184;  St.  Anthony  Falls  Water 
Ptiwer  Co.  V.  Eastman,  20  Minn.  277. 
In  a  Massachusetts  case,  where  the  de- 
fendants were  held  liable  for  an  in- 
jury caused  by  the  sliding  of  snow 
and  ice  from  a  roof,  the  court  approves 
the  rule  laid  down  in  Fletcher  v.  Ry- 
lands:  Siiipley  v.  Fifty  Associates,  101 
Mass.  251;  3  Am.  Rep.  346. 

»  Frye  v.  Moor,  53  Me.  583. 

•*  /rve  r.  Moor,  53  Me.  r.S3. 

"  Jiapi.am  »•.  Curtis,  5  Vt.    371;   26 


Am.  Dec.  310;  Todd  v.  Cochell,  17 
Cal.  97;  Bailey  v.  New  York,  3  Hill, 
531;  New  York  v.  Bailey,  2  Denio, 
433. 

*  Wolf  V.  St.  Louis  etc.  Water  Co., 
10  Cal.  541;  Hoflftiian  v.  Tuolumne 
Water  Co.,  10  Cal.  413. 

*  Underwood  v.  Waldron,  33  Mich. 
232;  Barry  v.  Peterson,  48  Mich. 
263. 

*  Shipley  v.  Fifty  Associates,  lOG 
Mass.  194;  8  Am.  Rep.  318. 

'  Underwood  v.  Waldron,  33  Mich. 
232. 
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them  from  the  roof,  if  the  injury  happened  through  the 
negligence  of  the  landlord  in  not  keeping  the  roof  in 
repair.' 

Illustrations. — A  permits  his  roof  to  throw  water  over  the 
line  between  himself  and  B  onto  B's  building  to  B's  injury, 
when  by  gutters  or  conductors  the  injury  could  have  been 
avoided.  A  is  liable  in  damages:  Hazeltine  v.  EcJfimnvd,  35 
Kan.  202;  57  Am.  Rep.  157.  The  eaves  of  the  defendant's 
building  projected  over  plaintiff's  lot,  and  over  the  wall  of  a 
building  which  he  was  erecting.  On  request,  the  defendant 
placed  a  tin  conductor  under  the  eaves,  but  it  was  found  to  be 
in  the  way  as  the  wall  rose,  and  the  plaintiff  removed  it  and 
cut  the  eaves  back.  The  water  from  the  roof  drenched  the 
wall  in  an  unusual  storm  and  caused  it  to  fall.  Held,  1.  That 
formal  notice  of  the  removal  of  the  conductor  was  not  essential; 
2.  That  it  was  not  the  plainti fit's  duty  to  prevent  the  eaves- 
drip;  3.  That  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  damages: 
Copper  V.  Dolvin,  68  Iowa,  757;  56  Am.  Rep.  872. 

§2948.  Water-pipes.  —  One  making  a  lawful  use  of 
water-pipes  on  his  premises  is  not  liable  for  injuries 
caused  by  their  bursting,  or  by  leakage  from  them,  unless 
he  is  guilty  of  neglect  or  want  of  care.^  The  tenant  of  nn 
upper  floor  of  a  bv::ilding  is  not  liable,  in  the  absence  of 
negligence,  for  damages  caused  by  water  escaping  from 
his  water-closet  to  the  lower  floor.'  The  tenant  of  the 
second  floor  of  a  building,  not  being  guilty  of  negligence 
or  malfeasance,  is  not  responsible  for  damages  caused  to 
the  tenant  of  the  lower  floor  by  water  escaping  from  a 
reservoir  of  water,  built  upon  the  second  floor,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  suffered  to  get  out  of  order.* 

§  2949.  Percolating  Waters. — One  who  accunmlates 
water  artificially  on  his  own  land  is  liable  for  injuries 
resulting  to  adjoining  land  from  percolations  through  the 

'  Toole  V.  Beckett,  67  Me.  544;  24  Bosw.  591;  34  N.  Y.  527;  Ortmfiyer  v. 

Am.  Rep.  54.  Johnsoa,     45    111.    40!);     Schwab    v. 

■<  Ciirstaira  v.  Taylor,  L.  R.  6  Ex.  Cleveland,  28  Hun,  45S. 

217:  Blyth  v.  Proprietors,  11  Ex.  781;  "  Ross  v.  Fed.loii,  L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  G61. 

Killion  V.  Power,  51  Pa.  St.  420;  91  ♦  Eakin  v.  Brown,  1  E.  D.  Smith, 

Am.    Dec.    127;  Aloore  v.   Goodel,   7  36. 
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soil,  caused  by  the  pressure  of  the  accumulated  mass,  or 
from  the  obstruction,  by  that  cause,  of  the  natural  pas- 
sage of  water  through  the  soil.'  So  one  who  allows, 
by  paving  his  yard,  water  to  improperly  accumulate  on 
his  premises,  is  liable  for  damages  caused  by  its  escaping 
in  quantities  upon  his  neighbor's  land.'  No  person  has 
the  right  to  relieve  his  own  land  from  standing  water,  or 
prevent  its  accumulation  thereon,  by  discharging  it 
through  ditches  or  drains  upcn  the  land  of  his  neighbor.^ 
If  one  raises  the  water  in  a  natural  stream  above  its  natural 
banks,  and  to  prevent  its  overflow  constructs  artificial 
embankments,  which  nevertheless  produce  such  a  pressure 
upon  the  natural  banks  of  the  stream  that  percolation 
takes  place  upon  the  lands  of  an  adjacent  proprietor,  an 
action  will  lie  for  the  damage  thus  occasioned.* 


'  Wilson  V.  New  Bedford,  108  Mass. 
261;  11  Am.  Rep.  352;  Monson  etc. 
Co.  V.  Fuller,  15  Pick.  554;  Quinn  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  63  Iowa,  510. 

«  Jutta  V.  Hughes,  67  N.  Y.  267. 

"Bt'Ilows  V.  iSackett,  15  Barb.  96; 
Foot  V.  Bronson,  4  Laus.  47. 


♦  Pi>-  y  V.  Clark,  35  N.  Y.  520;  91 
Am.  Dec.  72;  Empcia  v.  Soden,  25 
Kan.  588;  37  Am.  Rep.  265;  Morse  o. 
Marshall,  13  Allen,  290;  Wilson  v. 
New  Bedford,  108  Mass.  261;  11  Am. 
Rep.  352. 
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POLLUTION  OF  WATERS. 

§  2950.  Pollution  of  waters  —  Rights  of  riparian  proprietors  —  In  general. 

§  295L  What  pollution  of  water  is  actionable. 

§  2952.  When  pollution  not  actionable  —  Reasonable  use. 

§  2953.  When  pollution  will  be  enjoined. 

§  2954.  Right  to  pollute  —  By  grant,  license,  or  prescription. 

§  2955.  Other  defenses. 

§  2956.  Cess-pools  —  Sewers  —  Filthy  percolations. 

§  2950.  Pollution  of  Waters— Rights  of  Riparian  Pro- 
prietors —  In  General.  —  A  riparian  owner  is  entitled  to 
have  the  water  come  to  him  in  its  natural  purity  as  well 
as  in  its  natural  quantity.'  "Every  owner  of  land  through 
which  a  stream  of  water  flows  is  entitled  to  the  use  and 
enjoyment  of  the  water,  and  to  have  the  same  flow  in  its 
natural  and  accustomed  course,  without  obstruction,  di- 
version, or  corruption.  The  right  extends  to  the  quality, 
as  well  as  to  the  quantity,  of  the  water.  If,  therefore,  an 
adjoining  proprietor  corrupts  the  water,  an  action  upon 
the  case  lies  for  the  injury.*"  A  landlord  is  liable  for  the 
acts  of  his  tenant  in  polluting  a  natural  watercourse  run- 
ning through  the  premises,  by  discharging  sink- water 
therein,  if  the  building  leased  is  intended  to  be  used  in 
the  manner  complained  of,  whether  he  retains  control 
over  the  house  or  not.'  That  the  stream  is  a  navigable 
one  does  not  prevent  a  recovery.*  Nor  can  the  legislature 
authorize  the  use  of  the  water  so  as  to  make  it  unfit  for 


>  Wood  V.  Wand,  3  Ex.  748;  Glad- 
felter  v.  Walker,  40  Mil.  1;  Ganhierp. 
Newburgh,  2  Johns.  Ch.  162;  7  Am. 
Dee.  526;  MerrifieUl  v.  Lombard,  13 
Allen,  16;  90  Am.  Dec.  172;  Richiiiona 
Mfg.  Co.  V.  Atlantic  Co.,  10  R.  I.  106; 
14  Am.  Rep.  658. 

^  Hulsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  14 
N.  J.  Eq.  335;  Richmond  Mfg.  Co.  v. 
Atlantic  Co.,  10  R.  I.  106;  14  Am. 
Rep.    65S;    Dwight    Printing    Co.   v. 


Boston.  122  Mass.  583;  Lewis  v.  Stein, 
16  Ala.  214;  60  Am.  Deo.  177;  Bulti- 
more  v.  Warren  Mfg.  Co.,  59  Md.  96; 
Greene  v.  Nunuemaoher,  .36  Wis.  50. 

'  Jack  man  v.  Arlington  Milk,  137 
Mass.  277. 

*  Conservators  of  Thames  v.  Mayor, 
12  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  667;  Watson  v.  Toronto 
Gas  Co.,  4  U.  C.  Q.  B.  158;  Pliiladel. 
phia  V.  Gihuartin,  71  Pa.  St.  140; 
Philadelphia  v.  Collins,  68  Pa.  St.  120. 
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riparian  owners  without  compensation,  and  such  an  au- 
thority will  be  of  no  avail  to  the  defendant.' 

§  2951.    What  Pollution  of  Water  is  Actionable.  —  The 

pollution  of  water,  to  be  actionable,  is  such  as  imparts  to 
it  such  impurities  as  substantially  impair  its  value  for 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  life;'  or  such  as  cause  unwhole- 
some or  offensive  vapors  or  odors  to  arise  from  the  water;  ^ 
or  such  as,  while  producing  no  actual  sensible  effect  upon 
the  water,  are  yet  of  a  character  calculated  to  disgust  the 
senses,  such  as  the  deposit  of  the  carcasses  of  dead  ani- 
mals therein;*  or  the  erection  of  privies  over  a  stream;* 
or  any  other  use  calculated  to  produce  disgust  or  sickness 
in  those  using  the  water  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  life;* 
or  such  as  impair  its  value  for  manufacturing  purposes.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  throws  a  dead  dog  into  a  stream,  which 
pollutes  it  80  that  the  family  and  animals  of  B  and  lower  pro- 
prietor cannot  drink  from  it,  as  they  have  been  accustomed. 
Meld,  that  A  is  liable  to  an  action:  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1  Denio, 
257.  The  plaintiff  had  built  several  ponds  for  hatching  and 
rearing  trout,  in  a  stream  running  through  his  land.  The 
defendant  dug  a  sewer  to  the  stream  and  discharged  sewage 
into  it,  whereby  the  trout  were  killed.  Held,  that  the  defend- 
ant would  be  restrained  from  discharging  the  sewage  into  the 
stream:  Seaman  v.  Lee,  10  Hun,  607.  The  roots  of  a  tree  run 
into  and  pollute  a  well  on  the  lands  of  an  adjoining  owner. 
Held,  that  the  latter  may  have  an  action  for  the  damage  after 
refusal  of  the  owner  of  the  tree  to  abate  the  nuisance:  Bucking- 
ham V.  Elliott,  62  Miss.  296;  52  Am.  Rep.  188.  Defendant 
owned  a  saw-mill  and  other  mills  upon  a  stream  above  plain- 


'  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas  Co.,  22 
Barb.  297;  Hudson  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Loeb.  7  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  418. 

■i  Millar  v.  Marshall,  5  Mur.  28; 
SanilersGrt  v.  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
Sti  Pa.  St.  401;  27  Am.  Rep.  711; 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  v.  Sanderson, 
94  Pa.  St.  302;  39  Am.  Rep.  785;  Rob- 
inson V.  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  57 
Cal.  412;  40  Am.  Rep.  118;  Red  River 
Mills  V.  Wright,  30  Minn.  249;  44 
Am.  Rep.  194;  Jate  v.  Parrish.  7  T.  B. 
Mon.  :{25. 

"  (roldsinid  V.  Tunbridge  Wells  Imp. 
Co.,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  App.  349;  Woodyear 


V.  Schaefer,  57  Md.  1;  40  Am.  Rep. 
419;  Butterfoss  v.  State,  40  N.  J.  £q. 
325. 

♦  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1  Denio,  257; 
State  V.  Buckman,  8  N.  H.  203;  29 
Am.  Dec.  646. 

°  I^  ortou  V.  Scholefield,  9  Mees.  & 
W.  665. 

*  Vedder  v.  Vedder,  1  Denio,  257; 
Hamilton  v.  Columbus,  52  Ga.  435. 

'  Carhart  v.  Auburn  Gas  Light  Co., 
22  Barb.  297;  Woodyear  v.  Sdiaefer, 
57  Md.  1;  40  Am.  Rep.  419;  Housue 
V.  Hammond,  39  Barb.  89. 
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tiff's  lands.  During  the  winter  he  deposited  upon  the  ice  in 
tlie  stream  refuse  matter  from  such  mills,  which,  during  a 
freshet,  was  floated  onto  plaintiff's  lands,  doing  them  great 
injury.  Heldy  that  the  deposit  of  such  refuse,  without  care  or 
oversight,  so  that  it  could  be  floated  onto  plaintiff's  lands, 
rendered  defendant  liable  for  the  injury  done  to  the  land 
thereby:  Washburn  v.  Oilman,  64  Me.  163;  18  Am.  Rep.  246. 
The  plaintiff  owned  a  grist-mill  and  the  defendant  a  tannery 
upon  the  same  stream.  The  defendan  ,'s  tannery  was  up  the 
stream,  and  he  discharged  the  tan-bark  from  his  tan-works  into 
the  stream,  which  was  swept  down  the  stream  into  the  plain- 
tiff's mill-pond,  filling  his  race,  and  clogging  the  'vheel  used  to 
run  the  mill.  Held,  an  actionable  nuisance:  Thomas  v.  Brack- 
ney,  17  Barb.  655.  The  plaintiff  and  deiendant  were  owners  of 
mills  upon  the  same  stream.  The  defendant  had  a  flax-jiiill, 
and  allowed  flax-chives  to  escape  into  the  stream  and  float 
down  into  the  plaintiff's  mill-pond,  whire  they  got  into  liis 
race-way  and  interfered  with  his  wheel.  Held,  actionable: 
0' Riley  v.  McCheaaey,  3  Lans.  278.  The  defendant  discharged 
the  refuse  of  his  tannery  into  the  stream,  whereby  the  water 
was  rendered  unfit  for  use  by  the  plaintiff'  in  his  brewery.  Held^ 
actionable:  Howell  v.  McCoy,  3  Rawle,  256.  Plaintiff  was  a 
carpet  manufacturer  on  a  river.  Defendants  established  their 
gas-works  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  refuse  discharged 
therefrom,  consisting  of  certain  tarry  and  oily  substances,  be- 
came mingled  with  the  water,  atid  injured  the  wool  and  other 
materials  used  by  them  in  the  manufacture  of  their  goods. 
Held,  an  actionable  nuisance:  Cnrhart  v.  Auburn  Gas  Co.,  22 
Barb.  2i)7.  The  plaintiffs  were  the  proprietors  of  an  upper,  and 
the  defendants  of  a  lower,  mill  on  a  stream.  The  defendants 
discharged  the  refuse  from  their  mill  into  the  stream,  polluting 
the  water  so  that,  when  it  reached  the  plaintiff"'s  mill,  it  was 
greatly  impaired  in  value  for  their  use.  Held,  a  nuisance, 
which  would  be  enjoined:  Lingwood  v.  Stowviarket  Co.,  L.  R.  1 
Eq.  Cas.  77.  The  plaintiffs  were  carpet  manufacturers  on  a 
river,  and  the  defendants  were  proprietors  of  dye-works  on  the 
streau)  above.  By  discharging  the  refuse  from  their  works  into 
the  stream  they  so  polluted  it  as  greatly  to  impair  its  value  for 
use  by  the  plaintifis.  Held,  a  nui^ance,  which  would  be  re- 
strained: Crosdey  v.  Lightnwler,  L.  R.  8  Eq.  Cas.  279;  L.  R.  2 
Cli.  App.  478.  A  hydraulic  mining  company  in  operating  its 
works  discharges  debris  into  a  non-navigable  stream.  Tliia 
debris  was  carried  down  into  another  navigable  stream,  so  as 
materially  to  impede  navigation,  and  to  cause  overflows  and  a 
deposit  of  debris  on  adjacent  lands.  Held,  that  an  injunction 
sliould  issue,  in  a  proceeding  instituted  by  the  attorney-general 
iu  the  name  of  the  people,  and  that  other  persons  or  companies 
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contributing  to  tho  injury  need  not  be  joined:  People  v.  Gold 
liun  Ditch  etc.  Co.,  GG  Cal.  188;  56  Am.  Rep.  80.  And  see 
Woodruff  V.  Gravel  Co.,  18  Fed.  Rep.  753. 

§  2952.  When  Pollution  not  Actionable— Reasonable 
Use.  —  But  in  order  to  constitute  the  pollution  a  nuisance, 
there  must  be  some  actual  right  invaded;  the  mere  fact 
that  incovenience  is  produced  is  not  suflicient.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  judges  to  the  effect  that  a  riparian  owner  is 
entitled  to  have  the  water  come  to  him  in  its  natural 
state  must  be  understood,  says  Cooley,'  "merely  as  strong 
and  clear  declarations  of  the  general  principle  in  cases  in 
which  it  did  not  become  necessary  to  consider  how  far 
there  might  be  exceptions,  or  how  far  one  might  be  at 
liberty  to  complain  of  insignificant  injuries  which  still 
left  the  stream  to  flow  on  in  the  main  as  it  did  before.'" 
"The  reasonableness  of  the  use,"  says  Judge  Redfield, 
"must  determine  the  right,  and  this  must  depend  upon 
the  extent  of  detriment  to  the  riparian  proprietors  below. 
If  it  essentially  impairs  the  use  below,  then  it  is  unrea- 
sonable and  unlawful,  unless  it  is  a  thing  altogether  in- 
dispensable to  any  beneficial  use  at  every  point  of  the 
stream.  An  extent  of  deposit  which  might  be  of  no  ac- 
count in  some  streams  might  seriously  affect  the  useful- 
ness of  others.  So,  too,  a  kind  of  deposit  which  would 
affect  one  stream  seriously  would  be  of  little  importance 
in  another.'"    Whether  the  discharge  of  the  sawdust  from 

able  to  the  improper  construction  or 
unreasonable  use  of  the  sewers,  or  to 
uegHgeuce  or  other  fault  iu  the  care 
or  management  of  them;  the  court 
saying  that  "the  natural  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  have  the  water  descend  to 
liiui  iu  its  pure  state,  tit  to  be  used  for 
the  various  purposes  to  which  he  may 
have  occasion  to  apply  it,  must  yield 
to  the  equal  right  of  those  who  hap- 
pen to  be  above  him.  Their  use  of 
the  stream  for  mill  purposes,  for  irri- 
gation, watering  cattle,  and  the  man- 
ifold   purposes  for  which   they  may 


>  Cooley  on  Torts,  588. 

"i  Jacobs  V.  AUard,  42  Vt.  303;  1 
Am.  Rep.  331;  Snow  t'.  Parsons,  28 
Vt.  459;  67  Am.  Dec.  722. 

»  Snow  V.  Parsons,  28  Vt.  459;  67 
Am.  Dec.  722;  Hayea  v.  Waldron,  44 
N.  H.  580;  84  Am.  Dec.  105;  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Co.  V.  Sanderson,  113  Pa. 
St.  126;  57  Am.  Rep.  445;  Cantield  v. 
Andrews,  54  Vt.  1;  41  Am.  Rep.  828; 
Jacobs  V.  AUard,  42  Vt.  303;  1  An;. 
Rep.  331.  In  Merrifield  v.  Worc^cer, 
110  Mass.  216,  14  Am.  Rep.  592,  it 
was  held  that  a  city  was  liable  for  _ 

polluting  a  stream   hy  the  flow  from    lawfully  use  it,   will  tend  to  render 
its  sewers,  provided  it  was  attribut-    the  water  more  or  less  impure.     Cul- 
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a  saw-mill  into  a  running  stream  on  which  the  mill 
stands  constitutes  an  aotionahlc  nuisance  or  not,  d(?pends 
upon  the  question  whether  such  use  is  reasonahle  or  not, 
in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  and  is  for  the  jury.' 
"Where  the  water  has  been  given  up  to  manufacturing 
or  other  uses,  so  as  to  be  wholly  unfit  for  domestic  use, 
the  riparian  owners  cannot  predicate  a  claim  for  damages 
upon  the  ground  that  it  might  be  used  for  some  extraor- 
dinary purpose  to  which  it  has  never  been  applied,  and 
to  which  they  have  no  intention  of  applying  it.'  In  an 
action  by  a  lower  against  an  upper  riparian  owner  on  a 
stream  for  fouling  the  stream  by  means  of  a  hog-yard, 
and  depriving  him  of  its  use  for  domestic  purposes,  an 
instruction  that  if  the  stream  in  its  natural  state  was 
more  useful  to  all  the  owners  for  stock  purposes  than  for 
ordinary  domestic  uses,  the  upper  owner  had  a  right  rea- 
sonably so  to  use  it  in  spite  of  the  injury  complained  of, 
was  held  correct.' 


§  2953.  When  Pollution  will  be  Eiyoinecl.  —  When  the 
violation  of  the  right  is  continuous,  so  as  to  operate  as 
a  constantly  recurring  grievance,  and  when  an  injunc- 
tion will  tend  to  restore  the  plaintiff  to  his  former  posi- 
tion, an  injunction  will  be  granted  to  restrain  the  nuisance, 
even  though  no  actual  damage  ensues.'*  Where  several 
riparian  owners,  acting  independently,  discharge  refuse 


tivatiog  and  fertilizing  the  lands  bor- 
dering on  the  streams,  and  in  which 
are  its  sources,  their  occupation  by 
farm-houses  and  other  erections,  will 
unavoidably  cause  impurities  to  be 
carried  into  the  stream.  As  the  lands 
are  subdivided,  and  their  occupation 
and  use  become  multifarious,  these 
causes  will  be  rendered  more  opera- 
tive and  their  effects  more  perceptibly 
The  water  may  thus  be  rendered  un- 
fit for  many  uses  for  which  it  had 
before  been  suitable;  but  so  far  as 
that  condition  results  only  from  the 
reasonable  use  of  the  stream  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  common  right,  the 


lower  riparian  proprietor  has  no  rem- 
edy." 
»  Prentice  v.  Geiger,  74  N.  Y.  341. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  515. 

*  Hazeltine  v.  Case,  46  Wis.  391;  32 
Am.  llep.  715. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  510;  Wilts  ». 
Swindon  Water  Works,  L.  R.  9  Ch. 
App.  451;  Goodson  v.  Richardson,  L. 
R.  9  Ch.  App.  224;  Holsnian  v.  Boil- 
ing  Spring  Bleaching  Co.,  14  N.  J.  E(][. 
335;  Richmond  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Atlantic 
De Laine  Co,,  lOR.  f.  106;  14  Am.  Rep. 
658;  Merrifield  v.  Lombard,  13  Allen, 
16;  90  Am.  Dec.  172. 


^ 
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from  their  mills  into  a  stream,  to  the  injury  of  n  lower 
proprietor,  nil  iujuuclion  may  is»ue  in  a  suit  against  all, 
and  before  any  action  at  law.* 

§  2964.  Right  to  Pollute— By  Grant,  License,  or  Pre- 
scription.— Tlie  defendunt  may  acquire  a  right  to  pollute 
the  water  by  license  or  grant.'  So  one  who  has  consented 
that  a  village  may  discharge  its  sewage  on  his  land 
cannot  maintain  an  action  against  the  village  for  damages 
sustained.'  So  one  may,  by  twenty  years'  user  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  acquire  the  right  to  pollute  the  water  of 
a  stream.*  But  nevertheless,  for  an  excesH  of  such  user 
an  action  will  lie.*  Thus  in  an  English  case,  the  phiin- 
tilF  was  granted  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  discharge 
of  the  sewage  of  a  town  into  a  stream  that  ran  througli 
his  premises,  because  of  the  increase  of  the  pollution 
of  the  water,  arising  from  an  increase  of  the  sewage, 
in  consequence  of  the  increase  in  the  population  of  the 
town.'  But  the  use  may  be  changed,  provided  the  change 
in  use  does  not  increase  the  pollution,  or  produce  other  or 
different  damage  from  that  under  which  the  right  has 
been  acquired.^ 

§  2955.  Other  Defenses.  — It  has  been  held  no  defense 
or  excuse  that  public  convenience,  or  even  the  public 
health,  requires  that  the  sewage  of  a  town  shall  be  dis- 
charged into  a  running  stream,  or  that  the  people  in  the 


'  Lockwood  Co.  V.  Lawrence,  77 
Me.  297;  52  Am.  Rep.  7ti.S. 

'■'  Carlyon  v.  Levering,  1  Hurl.  &  N. 
784.  Au  easenient  may  be  acquired 
by  prescription  by  which  the  water 
collecting  upon  the  lands  of  one  per- 
son must  be  allowed  to  overflow  the 
lands  of  an  adjacent  proprietor:  Greg- 
ory V.  Bush,  U-1  Mich.  37;  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  71)7. 

» Searing  v.  Saratoga  Spring',  39 
Hun.  307. 

♦  Merrifield  v.  Lombard,  13  Allen, 
Id;  90  Am.  Dec.  172;  Jone*  »i.  Crow. 
32  Pa.  St.  398:  Hayes  r.  Waldron,  4t 
N.  H.  58j;   84   Am.   Dec.   105.     Sue 


Crosby  v.  Bessey,  49  Me,  539;  77  Am. 
Dec.  271. 

*  Crossley  v.  Lightowlep,  L.  R.  3 
Eq.  Cas.  279;  L.  R.  2  Ch.  App.  478; 
Murgatroyd  v.  Robinson,  7  El.  &.  IJ. 
391:  Hayes  v.  Walilron,  44  N.  H.  585; 
84  Am.  Dec.  105;  Jones  v.  Crow,  32 
Pa.  St.  398;  Moore  v.  Webb,  1  Com. 
B.,  N.  S.,  G73;  Millar  v.  Marsliall,  5 
Miir.  32;  Carlyon  r.  Lovering,  1  Hurl. 
&  N.  784;  Lewis  v.  Stein,  lU  Ala.  214; 
50  Am.  Dec.  177. 

*  Golilsniid  V.  Tnnbridge  Welh  Imp. 
Co.,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  App.  349. 

'  Bixendale  v.  McMurray,  L.  R.  2 
Ch.  App.  7Uv). 
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town  are  many,  nnd  the  riparian  owners  injured  few  in 
number;'  nor  that  tlje  expense  to  tljo  defendant  would  be 
large,  while  to  the  plaintiff  it  could  be  obviated  at  a  small 
expense;'  nor  that  the  works  causing  the  pollution  are  a 
long  distance  from  the  premises  of  the  plaintifT;'  nor  the 
usefulness  of  the  works,  their  absolute  necessity,  nor  the 
fact  that  they  cannot  be  carried  on  without  producing  the 
result  in  question,  nor  the  fact  that  the  highest  degree  of 
care  and  skill  is  exercised  to  prevent  injury;*  nor  that  the 
foreign  matter  improves  the  water;'  nor  that  tlio  water 
was  in  some  ways  a  benefit  to  the  plaintiff;"  ji  r  tlmt  the 
nuisance  was  beneficial  to  the  public;^  nor  that  other  per- 
sons are  also  contributing  to  the  injury  in  the  same  way 
with  the  defendant.' 

§  295C.  'Jess-pools  —  Sewers  —  Filthy  Percolations.  — 
Every  person  who  constructs  a  drain  or  cess-pool  upon 
his  own  premises,  and  uses  it  for  his  own  purposes,  is 
bound  to  keep  the  filth  collected  there  from  becoming  a 
nuisance  to  his  neighbors.'  If  filthy  matter  from  a  privy 
or  vault  percolates  through  the  soil  of  the  adjacent  prem- 
ises, or  breaks  through  into  a  neighbor's  cellar  or  into  his 
well,  the  proprietor  is  liable  for  the  nuisance,'"  even  with- 


'  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch 
Asylum,  L.  R.  4  Ch.  App.  147;  Attor- 
ney-General V.  Leedu,  L.  R.  6  Ch. 
App.  589. 

''  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch 
Asylum,  L.  R.  4  Ch.  App.  147;  Lock- 
wood  Co,  V.  Lawrence,  77  Me.  297;  52 
Am.  Rep.  763. 

*  Norton  v.  Scholefield,  9  Meet.  & 
W.  665. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  507. 

^  Holsman  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  14 
N.  J.  Eq.  3.35. 

'Gile  V.  Stevens,  13  Gray,  146; 
Francis  v.  Schoelkoff,  53  N.  Y.  152. 

'  Stockfort  Water  Works  Co.  r. 
Potter,  7  Hurl.  &  N.  160. 

*  Woodyear  v.  Schaefer,  57  Md.  1 ; 
40  Am.  Rep.  419;  Hill  ?>.  Smith,  32 
Cal.  166;  Crossley  r.  Lightowlor,  L. 
R.  3  Eq.  Cas.  279;  Holsman  v.  Boiling 

aoa 


Spring  Co.,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  335;  McKeon 
V.  See,  51  N.  Y.  .300;  10  Am.  Rep.  659. 
But  this  may  go  in  mitigation  of  dam- 
ages: Id. 

»  Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489;  9 
Am.  Rep.  170;  Alston  v.  Grant,  3  El. 
&B.   l'J8. 

"  Tenant  v.  Goldwin,  1  Salk.  360; 
Baird  v.  Williamson,  15  Com.  B.,  N. 
S.,  376;  Columbus  Gas  Co.  v.  Free- 
land,  12  Ohio  St.  .392;  Marsliall  v. 
Cohen,  44  Ga.  489;  9  Am.  Rep.  170; 
Tate  V.  Parrish,  7  T.  B.  Mnn.  325; 
Greene  r.  Nunnemacher,  36  Wis.  50; 
Portstown  Gas  Co.  v.  Murphy,  .39  Pa. 
St.  257;  Hough's  Appeal,  102  Pa.  St. 
442;  48  Am.  Rep.  19.3.  The  erection 
of  a  cess-pool  near  a  well  so  as  to  in- 
jure the  water  therein  and  impair 
its  value  is  an  actioiiahle  nuisance, 
and  so  is  any  noxious  trade  carried  on 
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out  proving  actual  negligence  on  his  part/  and  unless  the 
escape  was  due  to  some  sudden  and  unavoidable  cause 
which  he  could  not  foresee.*  One  is  liable  for  polluting 
water  of  his  neighbor's  well  by  negligently  leaving  nox- 
ious substances  on  his  land,  whether  such  substances  are 
carried  by  the  rain  along  the  surface  of  the  ground  or  by 
water  spreading  and  diffusing  itself  according  to  natural 
laws  under  the  surface  so  as  to  penetrate  the  adjoining  land 
and  thus  reach  the  well.'  But  he  is  not  liable  where  the 
noxious  substances  are  carried  by  stream  or  currents,  even 
when  they  are  subterraneous.*  An  occupier  of  premises 
whose  sewage  escapes  into  a  neighbor's  premises  through 
his  sewer  being  out  of  repair  is  liable  for  the  damage.'  So 
the  throwing  of  bad-smelling  slops  and  filth  by  defendant 
on  plaintiff's  premises  gives  a  cause  of  action.* 

Illustrations. — The  owner  of  land  laid  it  off  into  lots  and 
streets,  sewered  the  streets,  and  sold  the  lots  with  an  easement 
in  the  sewers,  retaining  no  control.  The  grantees  and  others 
connected  their  premises  with  the  sewers  and  thus  created  a 
nuisance.  Held,  that  the  grantor  was  not  liable  therefor:  Moore 
v.  Langdon,  2  Mackey,  127;  47  Am.  Rep.  262.  The  owner  of  a 
lot  on  a  declivity  had  no  control  over  property  lying  above  his, 
on  the  same  declivity,  nor  over  the  persons  occupying  it,  and 
foul  and  offensive  water  was,  without  any  fault  of  his,  thrown 
upon  the  upper  lot,  which  flowed  naturally  across  his  premises 
onto  the  lot  below.  Held,  that  he  was  not  responsible  to  the 
owner  of  the  lower  lot  for  the  damage  resulting  therefrom: 
Brown  v.  McAllister,  39  Cal.  573. 


upon  adjoining  premises  which  im- 
pregnates the  earth  with  noxious  mat- 
ter that  destroys  the  water  of  a  well: 
Norton  V.  Scholefield,  9  Mees.  &  W. 
665. 

»  Ball  V.  Nye,  99  Mass.  582;  97  Am. 
Dec.  56.  "To  suffer  filthy  water  from 
a  vault  to  percolate  or  filter  through 
the  soil  into  tlie  land  of  a  contiguous 
proprietor,  to  tlie  injury  of  his  well 
and  cellar,  where  it  is  done  habitually, 
and  to  the  knowledge  of  the  party 
who  maintains  the  vault,  whether  it 
passes  above  ground  or  below,  is  of  it- 
Belf  an  actionable  tort.  Under  such 
circumstances  the  reasonable  precau- 


tion which  the  law  requires  is  effectu- 
ally to  exclude  the  lilth  from  the 
neighbor's  land;  and  not  to  do  so  is  of 
itself  negligence." 

'  Underwood  v.  Waldron,  33  Mich. 
232. 

»  Brown  v.  Illius,  27  Conn.  84;  71 
Am.  Dec.  49;  Gantry  v.  Leland,  31 
N.  J.  Eq.  38. 

*  Id. 

*  Humphreys  v.  Cousins,  L.  R.  2 
Com.  P.  Div.  2.S9;  Hawkesworth  v. 
Tlioinpson,  98  Mass.  77;  93  Am.  Dec. 
i;^7.  But  see  Wilson  v.  Newberry, 
L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  31. 

^  Beckley  v.  Skroh,  19  Mo.  App.  75. 
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CHAPTER  CXXXVIII. 


2957. 
2958. 


FERRIES.* 

Rights  and  liabilities  as  to. 
Remediep  for  interference  with. 


§  2957.  Rights  and  Liabilities  as  to. —  The  right  to 
set  up  a  ferry  to  be  used  by  the  public  for  hire  is  at  com- 
mon law  a  franchise  which  cannot  be  exercised  without  a 
public  grant.*  It  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament.'  A 
grant  of  a  public  ferry  is  not  exclusive,  but  subject  to 
such  further  grants  as  public  convenience  may  require.* 
The  franchise  is  subject  to  the  control  of  the  legislature, 
which  may  prevent  the  erection  of  a  rival  ferry  or  bridge 
within  a  certain  fixed  distance.*  As  the  franchise  con- 
sists in  the  right  to  transport  persons,  etc.,  for  hire,  the 
property  in  the  waters  may  be  in  one,  and  the  right  of  ferry 


'  As  to  ferry-men  as  common  carri- 
ers, see  Bailments. 

■^  Binghamton  Bridge  Co.,  3  Wall.  51 ; 
Bell  V.  Clegg,  25  Ark.  26;  Chenango 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Paige,  83  N.  Y.  178;  38 
Am.  Rep.  407;  Sullivan  v.  Lafayette 
County,  58  Aliss.  790;  Munroe  v. 
Thomas,  5  Cal.  470;  Laredo  v.  Martin, 
52  Tex.  548;  Day  r.  Stetson.  8  Me. 
3G7;  Haithcock  v.  Swift  Island  Mfg. 
Co.,  72  N.  C.  410;  State  v.  Wilson,  42 
Me.  9;  McGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  & 
McC.  387;  9  Am.  Dec.  713;  Sullivan 
V.  Supervisors,  58  Miss.  790.  A  pre- 
sumption of  a  grant  may  be  raised  by 
prescription:  Milton  v.  Haden,  32  Ala. 
30;  70  Am.  Dec.  323.  Thirty  years' 
use  by  the  public  of  a  river  crossing 
authorizes  the  presumption  of  a  grant: 
Hudson  V.  Cuero  Land  etc.  Co.,  47 
Tex.  56;  26  Am.  Rep.  289. 

^  Rees  V.  Lawless,  Litt.  Sel.  Caa. 
184;  12  Am.  Dec  295.  AlUer  in 
South  Carolina:  Morse  v.  Garner,  1 
Strob.  514;  47  Am.  Dec.  565.  See 
Haynes  v.  Wells,  26  Ark.  464.  And 
passes  to  the  grantee '&  rApreseutatives: 


Lippencott  v.  AUander,  27  Iowa,  460; 
1  Am.  Rep.  299.  See  Knott  v.  Ferry 
Co.,  9  Or.  530.  The  state  cannot  de- 
prive him  thereof,  except  by  a  consti- 
tutional exercise  of  its  power  to  use 
private  property  for  public  purposes: 
Bowman  v.  Wathen,  2  McLean,  376; 
Jeffersonville  v.  Louisville  etc.  Ferry 
Co.,  27  Ind.  100;  89  Am.  Dec.  495; 
Pipkin  V.  Wynns,  2  Dev.  402;  Lip- 
pencott V.  AUander,  27  Iowa,  460;  1 
Am.  Rep.  299. 

'  Bush  V.  Penn.  etc.  Co.,  3  Ind.  21; 
Sullivan  v.  Lafayette  Co.,  68  Miss. 
790;  Boston  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  2  Gray,  1.  But  aliter,  where  it  is 
expressly  or  impliedly  made  exclusive: 
Montgomery  ».  R.  R.  Co.,  11  Or.  344. 

*  Binghamton  Bridge  Co.,  3  Wall. 
51;  Haynes  v.  Wells,  26  Ark.  464; 
Hudson  V.  Cuero  Land  etc.  Co.,  47 
Tex.  56;  26  Am.  Rep.  289;  Chenango 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Paige,  83  N.  Y.  178;  38 
Am.  Rep.  407.  And  see  Newburgh 
Ti.rnp.  Co.  v.  Miller,  5  Johns.  Ch.  1(X); 
9  Am.  Dec.  274;  Towuseud  v.  Blemott, 
6  Miss.  503. 


§2957 


WATERCOURSES. 


4820 


in  another,*  or  the  right  may  be  limited  to  operate  from 
one  side  of  a  river  only.'"'  Although  by  statute  in  some  states 
a  preference  is  usually  given,  in  granting  a  ferry  franchise, 
to  the  riparian  owner  at  the  place  in  question,  yet  this  is 
not  a  matter  of  absolute  right  by  reason  of  such  riparian 
ownership.'  A  person  owning  land  on  both  sides  of  a 
fresh-water  river  may,  without  legislative  authority,  and 
even  in  defiance  of  legislative  prohibition,  maintain  a 
ferry  for  his  own  use,  providing  he  does  not  interfere 
with  the  public  easement.*  So  one  may  lawfully  trans- 
port his  own  goods  or  guests  habitually  in  his  own  boat, 
where  another  has  an  exclusive  right  to  ferry."  An  ex- 
clusive right  to  maintain  a  ferry  across  a  navigable  river 
is  not  interfered  with  by  one  who  uses  the  river  as  a  high- 
way for  the  conveyance  of  freight  up  and  down.*  If  the 
proprietor  of  a  ferry  misuse  or  abuse  the  franchise,  the 
government  may  repeal  the  grant  and  deprive  him  of  it.' 
And  the  right  to  the  franchise  is  held  to  be  forfeited  by 
an  unreasonable  delay  in  putting  the  ferry  in  use,'  or  in 
non-user  for  a  length  of  time."  In  view  of  the  similarity 
between  a  ferry  and  a  pontoon  bridge,  a  legislative  grant 
to  one  of  the  privilege  of  establishing  the  latter  impliedly 
repeals  a  former  grant  to  another  of  a  privilege  of  estab- 
lishing the  former."* 


•  Fay,  Petitioner,  15  Pick.  253; 
State  V.  Wilson,  42  Me.  9;  Mills  v. 
County  Comm'rs,  3  Scam.  53;  Alex- 
andria etc.  Ferry  Co.  v.  Wisch,  73  Mo. 
655;  39  Am.  Rep.  5.35;  Chenango 
Bridge  Co.  »>.  Paige,  83  N.  Y.  178;  38 
Am.  Rep.  407;  Peter  v.  Kendal,  6 
Barn.  &  C.  703.  Compare  Pipkiu  v. 
Wynns,  2  Dev.  402. 

^  Power  V.  Athens,  99  N.  Y.  592. 

*  Hudson  V.  Cuero  Land  etc.  Co.,  47 
Tex.  56;  26  Am.  Rep.  289. 

♦  Chenango  Bridge  Co.  v.  Paige,  S'A 
N.  Y.  178;  38  Am.  Rep.  407.  A 
ferry-man  is  one  who  has  an  exclusive 
right  to  transport  over  a  certain  route 
at  tixed  rates.  One  who  voluntarily 
runs  a  ferry-boat  without   any  such 


rights  is  not  a  ferry-man:  Clarke  v. 
State,  2  McCord,  47;  13  Am.  Dec. 
701. 

''  Alexandria,  Warsaw,  and  Keokuk 
Ferry  Co.  v.  Wisch,  73  Mo.  655;  39 
Am.  Rep.  535;  Hunter  v.  Moore,  44 
Ark.  184;  51  Am.  Rep.  589. 

«  Broadnax  v.  Baker,  94  N.  C.  675; 
55  Am.  Rep.  633. 

'  2  Greenl.  Cruise,  65;  Peter  v. 
Kendal,  6  Barn.  &  C.  703. 

*  Clarke  v.  Calloway.  1  Sneed,  46;  2 
Am.  Dec.  706. 

■  Smith  V.  Harkins,  3  Ired.  Eq.  613; 
44  Am.  Dec.  83. 

^0  Hudson  V.  Cuero  Land  etc.  Co.,  47 
Tex.  56;  26  Am.  Bep.  289. 
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§  2958.  Remedies  for  Interference  with.  —  At  com- 
mon law,  an  action  on  the  case  will  lie  for  the  disturbance 
of  or  interference  with  a  ferry,'  as  by  erecting  a  new  ferry 
so  near  an  old  one  on  the  same  stream  as  to  draw  away 
its  custom,*  or  by  obstructions  in  the  river  diminishing 
the  profits  of  the  ferry  and  subjecting  the  owner  to  in- 
creased labor  and  expense.'  Sometimes  statutory  penal- 
ties are  imposed  for  interfering  with  ferries,  in  wMch 
case  they  are  considered  as  cumulative,  and  not  to  destroy 
the  common-law  remedies.*  But  any  interference  with  a 
ferry  franchise  is  a  nuisance  which  will  be  prevented  by 
injunction.'  The  clear  gains  of  the  defendant  may  be 
made  the  measure  of  damages.®  The  income  derived  by 
the  plaintiff  from  tolls  received  in  preceding  years  is 
relevant  to  show  the  value  of  the  franchise.'  Neither 
forcible  entry  and  detainer,  nor  ejectment,  will  lie  for 
wrongfully  taking  possession  of  a  ferry.* 


•Ferry  Co.  v.  Barker,  2  Ex.  1.36; 
Taylor  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  4  Jones,  277; 
Newport  0.  Taylor,  16  B.  Mon.  699. 

»  Smith  V.  Harkins,  3  Ired.  Eq.  613; 
44  Am.  Dec.  83;  Norris  v.  Farmers* 
etc.  Co.,  6  Cal.  590;  65  Am.  Dec.  535. 
There  is  no  general  rule  of  law  pre- 
scribing the  distance  within  which  the 
keeper  of  a  public  ferry  is  secured 
against  the  establishment  of  any  other 
public  ferry:  O'Neill  v.  Caddo,  21  La. 
Ann.  586. 

"Patrick  ».  Rufifners,  2  Rob.  (Va.) 
209;  40  Am.  Dec.  741;  Chenango 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Paigo,  83  N.  Y.  178; 
38  Am.  Rep.  407;  Pittsburgh  etc.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Jones,  111  Pa.  St.  204;  56 
Am.  Rep.  260. 

*  Ward  V.  Severance,  7  Cal.  126; 
Newport  V.  Taylor,  16  B.  Mon.  779. 

*  Ogden  V.  Gibbons,  4  Johns.  Ch. 
160;  Ward  v.  Severance,  7  Cal.  126; 


McRoberts  r.  Washburne,  10  Minn. 
23;  Collins  v.  Ewing,  51  Ala.  101; 
Newport  v,  Taylor,  16  B.  Mon.  781; 
Midland  etc.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  28  N.  J. 
Eq.  537;  Newburgh  Turnp.  Co.  v.  Mil- 
ler, 5  Johns.  Ch.  100;  9  Am.  Dec.  274; 
East  Hartford  v.  Hartford  Bridge  Co., 
16  Conn.  171;  10  How.  511;  Mcliowen 
V.  Stark,  1  Nott  &  McC.  387;  9  Am. 
Dec.  712;  Smith  v.  Harkins,  3  Ired. 
Eq.  613;  44  Am.  Dec.  83;  New  York 
V.  Longstreet,  64  How.  Pr.  30.  Equity 
will  not  interfere  to  restrain  one  from 
maintaining  a  ferry  without  a  license, 
at  the  instance  of  one  having  a  license: 
Levisay  v.  Delp,  9  Baxt.  415. 

«  McGowen  v.  Stark,  1  Nott  &  McC. 
387;  9  Am.  Dec.  712. 

7  Columbia  D.  B.  Co.  v.  Geisse,  38 
N.  J.  L.  39. 

"  Rees  V.  Lawless,  L.6t.  Sel.  Cas. 
184;  12  Am.  Dec.  295. 
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Damage  presumed  from  proof  of  legal  injury. 

Reasonable  u«e_  As  depending  on  situation  of  property. 

btatutory  rights  and  wrongs.  "P«r«>y. 

Nuisances  per  se  —  The  old  doctrine. 

The  modern  doctrine. 

Prima  facie  nuiaancea—In  equitv 

At  law.  ^     '' 

No  civil  action  for  common  or  public  nuisance. 
Ahter  where  plaintiff  suflFers  a  special  injury. 
Remedy  by  injunction-  Public  nuisance. 
Jrrivate  nuisance. 

Wh,n  injunction  granted  attet  «tdiol  at  law 
^tZlT'^'''"-''''^  oui»n«.-Pri™t,  nui»,c. 

Who  liable-  Erector  and  continuer. 

Damages. 

Exemplary  damages. 

Illustrations  of  nuisances. 

Right  to  pure  air  —  Limitationa. 

Smoke  —  When  a  nuisance. 

Chimneys. 

Fuel. 

Noxious  vapors. 

Brick-yards. 

Blacksmith's  shop. 

Defenses. 

Smells  and  stenches. 

Bone- boiling  works. 
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§2091.  Cattle-yards. 

§  2U*J2.  Dairies. 

§  2993.  Hog-styes. 

§  2994.  Livc-y-stables. 

§  2995.  Privies. 

§  2996.  Slaughter-houses. 

§  2997.  Soap  and  candle  factories. 

§  '2998.  Stables  and  barns. 

§  2999.  Tallow  factories  and  melting-houses. 

§  3000.  Tanneries. 

§  3001.  Other  trades. 

§  3002.  Nuisance  by  noise  —  Test. 

§  3003.  Jarring  of  machinery. 

§  3004.  Noisy  trades  near  dwellings. 

§  3005.  Animals. 

§  3006.  Bells. 

§  3007.  Musical  instruments. 

§  3008.  Other  noises. 

§  3009.  Malicious  noises. 

§  3010.  Coming  to  nuisance  no  defense  —  Acquiescence. 

g  3011.  Other  defenses. 


§  2959.    Nuisance  Defined  — The  Different  Kinds.— A 

nuisance  is  "whatever  is  injurious  to  health,  or  indecent, 
or  offensive  to  the  senses,  or  an  obstruction  to  the  free  use 
of  property,  so  as  essentially  to  interfere  with  the  com- 
fortable enjoyment  of  life  or  property."*  Nuisances  are 
either  public,  private,  or  mixed.  A  public  nuisance  is 
one  which  results  from  the  violation  of  public  rights; 
which  have  a  common  effect  and  injure  one  citizen  no 
more  than  another.*  These  are  punishable  by  indict- 
ment, and  are  not  the  subject  of  a  civil  action.  A  private 
nuisance  is  one  which  results  from  the  violation  of  a 
private  right;  which  injures  one  or  a  few  persons,  and 


I  State  V.  Taylor,  29  Ind.  517; 
Hackney  v.  State,  8  Ind.  494;  Nor- 
cross  V.  Thorns,  51  Me.  503;  81  Am. 
Dec.  588.  Nuisance  is  anything  that 
worketh  hurt,  iuconveHience,  or  dam- 
age to  another:  Coker  r.  Birge,  9Ga. 
425;  54  Am.  Dec.  347.  That  a  city 
ordinance  declares  a  particular  use  of 
property  a  nuisance  does  not  make  it 
such  unless  it  be  a  nuisance  in  fact: 
Tiasot  V.  G.  S.  Tel.  Co.,  39  La.  Ann. 


996;  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  248;  Ison  v.  Man- 
ley,  76  Ga.  804.  Municipal  corporation 
may  not  declare  that  to  be  a  nuisance 
which  in  fact  is  not,  though  it  is  by  law 
empowered  to  declare  what  shall  be  a 
nuisance:  Des  Plaines  w.  Poyer,  123  111. 
648;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  524.  But  see  Bro- 
phy  V.  Hyatt,  10  Col.  223;  St.  Paul  v. 
GilfiUan,  .36  Minn.  298. 

*  King  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  J.  Eq.  397; 
Works  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  McLean,  426. 
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not  tlie  public  at  large.  Here  the  special  sufferers  have  a 
remedy  in  a  civil  action.  Mixed  nuisances  are  such  as 
are  both  public  and  private  in  their  effect:  "public,  iu 
that  they  produce  injury  to  many  persons,  or  all  the  pub- 
lic; and  private,  because  at  the  same  time  they  produce  a 
special  and  particular  injury  to  private  rights,  which  s  ib- 
jects  the  wrong-doer  to  indictment  by  the  public,  and  co 
damages  at  the  suit  of  persons  injured.  Of  this  class  are 
obstructions  placed  in  a  highway,  which  produce  a  special 
injury  to  one  person,  by  injuring  his  horse,  carriage,  or 
hiuiself,  while  others  of  the  public  are  only  hindered,  in- 
convenienced, or  delayed.  Also,  establishments  which, 
by  reason  of  the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on,  pro- 
duce such  noxious  smells  and  vapors  as  to  annoy  the 
whole  community,  and  at  the  same  time  are  a  special  in- 
jury to  those  residing  or  doing  business  in  their  imme- 
diate vicinity,  by  rendering  their  houses  untenantable,  or 
their  enjoyment  so  uncomfortable  that  they  sustain  a 
special  and  particular  damage  apart  from  and  beyond  the 
rest  of  the  public."*  A  complaint  against  a  public  nui- 
sance, to  form  a  basis  of  action,  must  allege  a  special 
damage  peculiar  to  the  plaintiff,  and  resulting  from  an 
injury  of  a  different  character  from  that  suffered  by  the 
rest  of  the  public.^  And  the  requirement  of  proof  of  a 
common  nuisance  is  not  met  by  evidence  that  one  pecu- 
liarly susceptible  person  suffered  lead-poisoning  from  the 
existence  of  the  lead-works  charged  to  be  a  nuisance.^ 

§  2960.  Use  of  Property  must  be  Unlawful— Legisla- 
tive Legalization. — A  nuisance  arises  always  from  an 
unlawful  act;  it  cannot  arise  from  a  lawful  one.  While  a 
person  has  a  right  to  use  and  enjoy  his  own  property  as 
he  chooses,  this  right  is  subject  to  the  qualification  that 
in  so  doing  he  must  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  others. 

1  Wood  on  Nuisances.  25.  »  Price  v.  Grantz,  118  Pa.  St.  402;  4 

»  Clark  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  70  Wis.  593;  6    Am.  St.  Rep.  601. 
Am.  St.  Rep.  187. 
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If  he  does  so,  then  hia  use  or  enjoyment  of  his  own  be- 
comes unlawful, und  therefore  a  nuisance.  Therefore,  where 
the  legislature  authorizes  an  act  to  be  done  which  would 
otheiwi.se  be  a  nuisance,  the  act  is  made  lawful,  and  is 
not  a  nuisance,  so  far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  unless 
the  power  given  by  the  legislature  is  exceeded.'  For 
example,  it  would  be  a  nuisance  to  carry  fire  through  the 
streets  of  a  city  to  the  danger  of  the  property  situated 
thereon.  But  if  the  legislature  grants  a  right — as  in  the 
case  of  railroads  —  to  operate  engines  in  the  street,  the 
use  of  fire  is  not  a  nuisance,  unless  it  be  negligently 
used.''  So  if  a  railroad  is  not  built  or  operated  negli- 
gently, and  the  charter  authorizes  the  laying  of  the  track 
on  a  street,  the  soot,  obstructions,  jari.ng,  danger,  etc., do 
not  constitute  a  nuisance.'  Works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, erected  by  the  state  for  the  benefit  of  citizens  at 
large,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  public  nuisance  because 
they  render  the  neighborhood  unhealthy  by  obstructing 
running  water  and  overflowing  adjacent  lands,  and  their 
character  is  not  changed  by  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
a  private  corporation  with  a  requirement  that  they  be 
kept  up  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  constructed.* 
The  ringing  of  mill-bells  at  a  certain  hour  having  been 
enjoined  as  a  nuisance,  the  legislature  may  authorize  the 
ringing  at  that  hour.*  But  for  negligence  in  the  carrying 
out  of  the  particular  work,  or  for  acts  outside  the  author- 
ity,  the  party  is  liable,  and  the  legislative  permission  is  no 
defense."     So  if  one  do  an  act  of  itself  lawful,  which,  being 


»  Miller  v.  New  York,  109  U.  S.  .385; 
Hinchman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  17  N.  J.  Eq. 
75;  86  Am.  Dec.  252;  Chope  v.  Plauk 
Road  Co.,  37  Mich.  195;  26  Am.  Rep. 
512;  Leigh  »;.  Westervelt,  2Duer,  618; 
Williams  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  Barb.  222; 
Renwick  v,  Morris,  7  Hill,  575.  An 
injunction  cannot  be  granted  upon  the 
ground  of  nuisance  to  restrain  acts 
do  le  in  the  lawful  exercise  of  author- 
ity: Masterson  v.  Short,  3  Abb.  Pr., 
N.  S.,  154;  33  How.  Pr.  481.  The 
state  caunot  prosecute  as  a  uuisauue 


that  which  it  has  authorized:  People 
V.  Detroit  etc.  Plank  Road  Co.,  37 
Mich.  195. 

'  See  Title  Personal  Property  — 
Fires. 

»  Randle  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Mo.  .325. 

*  Commonwealth  v.  Reed,  34  Pa.  St. 
275;  75  Am.  Dec.  661. 

*  Sawyer  -  Davis,  136  Mass.  239; 
49  Am.  Rep.  27. 

«  Cogswell  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  103  N.  Y. 
10;  56  Am.  Rep.  6;  Ryan  v.  Copes, 
11  Rich.  217;  73  Am.  Dec.  106;  Com. 
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done  in  a  pnrticulnr  plnce,  necessarily  tends  to  the  dam- 
age of  another's  property,  it  is  a  nuisance.'  Where  a  nui- 
sance is  a  public  one,  no  degree  of  care  will  relieve  the 
person  maintaining  it  from  liability  for  injuries  caused 
by  it.» 

§  2961.  Injury  must  be  Tangible  —  Diminution  of 
Value  of  Property  Insufficient.  —  Mere  diminution  of 
value  of  adjoining  property,  or  *hat  it  does  not  rent  or 
will  not  sell  as  well,  does  not  ci  jate  an  actionable  nui- 
sance. It  is  essential  that  the  use  is  such  as  to  work  a 
tangible  injury  to  the  person  or  property  of  another,  or 
to  render  the  enjoyment  of  property  essentially  uncom- 
fortable.' Thus  it  is  not  enough  that  it  is  offensive  to  the 
eye  or  the  taste  of  a  person,*  or  that,  if  by  obstructing  a 
view,  or  by  presenting  an  ugly  or  unpleasant  appearance, 
it  may  lessen  the  value  of  the  adjoining  property.*  So 
the  operation,  by  night  and  day,  of  a  manufactory  in  a 
city  will  not  be  enjoined  because  residents  are  disturbed 
by  its  noise  and  vibration,  unless  a  substantial  and  un- 


e.  R.  R.  Co.,  27  Pa.  St.  339;  67  Am. 
Dec.  471;  Com.  v.  Kidiler,  107  Mass. 
188;  Pennsylvania  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Angel, 
41  N.  J.  Eq.  316;  56  Am.  Rep.  201; 
Givens  ?;.  Van  Studdiford,  86  Mo. 
149;  56  Am.  Rep.  421;  Quinn  v.  Low- 
ell Electric  Liglit  Co.,  140  .>Iass.  106. 
All  act  legalizing  an  existing  nuisance 
in  the  stn'et  of  a  city  is  a  mere  license 
fur  its  continuance,  and  is  revocable  at 
pleasure,  where  there  is  no  considera- 
tion for  it:  Readings.  Commonwealth, 
11  Pa.  St.  196;  51  Am.  Dec.  534. 

>  Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Oa.  425;  54  Am. 
Dec.  347. 

'  McAndrewB  v.  CoUerd,  42  N.  J.  L. 
189;  'M  Am.  Rep.  508. 

*  Tipping  V.  St.  Helen  Smelting  Co., 
11  Jur.  785;  Gibson  v.  Douk,  T  Mo. 
App.  37;  Sparhawk  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  54 
Pa.  St.  401 ;  McKeon  v.  See,  4  Robt. 
449;  51  N.  Y.  300;  10  Am.  Rep.  659; 
Bergein  v.  Anderson,  28  Ind.  79; 
Chattield  v.  Wilson,  28  Vt.  49;  Ryan 
V.  Gope-i,  11  Rich.  217;  73  Am.  Dec. 
106.  Whether  a  thing  is  or  is  not  a 
nuisance  does  not  depend  on  the  no- 


tions of  people  living  in  a  designated 
locality:  Owen  v.  Phillips,  73  Ind.  284. 

♦  The  rule  that  equity  will  not  en- 
join against  merely  fanciful  inconve- 
niences, which  do  not  interfere  with 
the  ordinary  physical  comfort  of  hu- 
man existence,  applied  where  a  cit- 
izen sought  to  restrain  an  abutter  on 
the  same  street  from  constructing  a 
bay-window:  Blanchard  v.  Reyburn, 
10  Phiia.  427.  See  Sargent  v.  George, 
56  Vt.  627. 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  6;  Rhodes 
t>.  Dunbar,  57  Pa.  St.  274;  98  Am. 
Dec.  221.  Matters  that  are  an  an- 
noyance by  being  merely  disagreeable 
or  unsightly,  as  a  well-kept  butchers' 
shop,  or  a  green-grocery,  near  a  costly 
dwelling-house,  or  any  other  business 
that  attracts  crowds  of  orderly  per- 
sons, or  numbers  of  carts  and  carriages, 
are  not  nuisances,  even  should  they 
affect  seriously  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty by  driving  away  tenants,  and 
prevent  its  being  let  to  any  one  who 

Jays  high  rent:  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N. 
.  Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Deo.  664. 
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justifijible  nuisance  is  shown  to  exist.'  The  danger  of 
explosion  is  not  adequate  cause  for  enjoining  the  erection 
of  a  gas  manufactory,  wiiere  the  danger  does  not  appear 
very  great,  and  tlie  complainant's  buildings  are  not  uutli< 
ciently  near  to  be  seriously  endangered  by  one  should  it 
take  place.' 

The  criterion  for  determining  whether  a  court  of  equity 
will  restrain  by  injunction  an  existing  or  threatened  nui- 
Bance  is,  whether  the  nuisance  complained  of  does  or  will 
produce  such  a  condition  of  things  as  in  the  judgment  of 
reasonable  men  is  naturally  productive  of  actual  physical 
discomfort  to  persons  of  ordinary  sensibilities  and  of  or- 
dinary tastes  and  habits,  and  as  in  view  of  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  is  unreasonable  and  in  derogation  of 
the  rights  of  the  complainant.*  Thus  an  injury  to  vege- 
tation as  by  poisonous  fumes  or  smoke  is  sufficient.*  So 
is  a  use  of  premises  that  renders  the  enjoyment  of  life 
uncomfortable,  though  it  does  not  injure  property  at  all; 
as  noises;"  or  noxious  smells;'  or  apprehension  of  in- 
jury to  persons,  as  from  powder  magazines  or  factories.' 
Equity  will  interfere,  by  injunction,  to  restrain  a  public 
nuisance  which  causes  special  damage  to  the  property  of 
indiviuals;  e.  g.,  to  restrain  the  owner  of  an  adjoining 
house  from  its  contemplated  use  as  a  brothel.* 

§  2962.  Nuisance  by  Omission.  —  A  nuisance  may 
arise  by  omission  to  perform  a  legal  duty,  as  well  as  by 

•  Campbell  v.  Seaman,  63  N.  Y.  568; 
20  Am.  Rep.  567 ;  Pickard  v.  Collins, 
2.3  Barb.  444;  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9 
Paige,  575;  38  Am.  Dec.  567;  Walter 
V.  Selfe,  4  De  Gex  &  S.  323. 

'  Weir's  Appeal,  74  Pa.  St.  230; 
Cheatham  v,  iShearon,  1  Swan,  213; 
Myers  v.  Malcolm,  6  Hill,  292;  41  Am. 
Dec.  744;  Heeg  v.  Licht,  SO  N.  Y. 
579;  36  Am.  Rep.  654;  McAndrews  v. 
Collerd,  42  N.  J.  L.  189;  36  Am. 
Rep.  508;  Emory  v.  Hazard  Powder 
Co.,  22  S.  C.  476;  53  Am.  Rep.  730. 

*  Hamilton  v.  Whitridge,  11  Md. 
128;  69  Am.  Dec.  184. 


1  McCafiFrey's  Appeal,  105  Pa.  St.  253. 
'  Cleveland  v.  Citizens'  Gas  Light 
Co.,  20  N.  J.  Eq.  201. 

*  Dittman  v.  Repp,  50  Md.  616;  33 
Am.  Rep.  325. 

*  Tipping  V.  St.  Helon  Smelting 
Co.,  4  Best  &  S.  608;  Campbell  v.  Sea- 
man, 63  N.  Y.  568;  20  Am.  Rep.  567. 

*  Mulligan  v.  Elias,  12  Abb.  Pr.,  N. 
S.,  29;  Brill  v.  Flagler,  23  Wend.  ,354; 
EUiottson  V.  Feetham,  2  Bing.  N.  C. 
134;  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311;  47 
Am.  Dec.  254;  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3 
Grant  Caa.  390;  Allen  v.  Lloyd,  4  Esp. 
200. 
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§§  29G3, 2964 


commission  of  an  illegal  act.  Thus  it  is  an  actionable 
nuisance  to  suffer  one's  buildings  to  remain  in  a  dilapi- 
dated condition,  whereby  another's  property  is  endan- 
gered;* or  to  let  one's  fence  get  out  of  repair;'  or  to  leave 
the  walls  of  a  burned  building  standing  in  a  perilous 
condition.' 

§  2963.  Damage  Inferred  ftrom  Proof  of  Legal  Injury. 
—  From  an  injury  to  a  legal  right,  damage  will  be  pre- 
sumed.* 

§  2964.  Reasonable  Use  — As  Depending  on  Sitnation 
of  Property.  —  What  is  a  reasonable  use  of  property 
depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case. 
What  would  be  a  reasonable  use  of  property  in  one  local- 
ity would  be  a  nuisance  in  another.*  Certain  occupa- 
tions, deemed  lawful  and  harmless  in  the  country,  may 
become  nuisances  in  the  city.'  But  the  fact  that  the 
place  is  a  manufacturing  place  does  not  justify  an 
extraordinary  use  of  property,  introducing  a  serious 
annoyance,  in  addition  to  those  arising  from  the  ordi- 
nary uses  of  property  there.^  Whenever  a  locality  loses 
its  character  as  a  place  suitable  for  a  place  of  residence, 
and  becomes  essentially  a  manufacturing  neighborhood, 
where  the  business  generally  carried  on  is  hostile  to  and 


'  Center  v.  Davis,  39  Ga.  260. 

*  Rooth  V,  Wilson,  1  Barn.  &  Adol. 
59. 

^  Church  of  Ascension  v.  Buckhart, 

3  Hill,  193. 

*  Caseheer  v.  Mowry,  55  Pa.  St.  419; 
93  Am.  Dec.  766;  Fry  v.  Prentice,  14 
L.  J.,  N.  S.,  298.  '  See  ante.  Title 
Torts —  Damnum  absque  Injuria. 

*  Brady  «.  Weeks,  3  Barh.  157;  Peck 
V.  Elder,  3  Sand.  126;  Walter  v.  Selfe, 

4  De  Gex  &  S.  .323;  Bamford  i\  Turn- 
ley,  3  Best  k  S.  62;  Tipping  i<.  St. 
Hulen  Smelting  Co.,  4  Best  k  S.  608; 
Hnrnes  v.  Hatliorn,  54  Me.  124;  Dar- 
gan  V.  Wadilill,  9  Ired.  244;  Rhodes 
V.  Dunbar,  57  I'a.  St.  274;  98  Am.  Dec. 
221;   Weir's  Appeal,  74  Pa.  St.  230. 


In  deciding  whether  an  act  constitutes 
a  nuisance  or  not,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  inquire  into  the  intention  of  the 
party  doing  the  act:  Bonnell  v.  Smith, 
53  Iowa,  281. 

•  Fowler  r.  Sanders,  Cro.  Jac.  446; 
Regina  v.  Wigg,  2  Salk.  460;  Aldred's 
Case,  9  Coke,  57  b;  Jones  v.  Powell, 
Hut.  135;  Morley  v.  Pragnell,  Cro. 
Car.  410;  Rex  v.  White,  1  Burr.  3:13; 
Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Deuio,  312;  47  Am. 
Dec.  254;  Meeker  v.  Van  Rensselaer, 
15  Wend.  398;  First  Baptist  Church 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Barb.  79;  Hay  v.  Cohoea 
Co.,  2  N.  Y.  159;  51  Am.  Dec,  279; 
Whitney  «.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn.  213. 

^  Mulligan  v.  Elias,  12  Abb.  Pr., 
N.  S.,  259. 
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inconsistent  with  its  use  as  a  place  of  residence,  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  interfere  to  prevent  the  carrying  on  of 
the  busincs  of  manufacturing,  even  though  the  trem- 
bling, motion,  and  noise  thereby  occasioned  renders  it 
impossible  to  use  adjoining  premises  as  a  dwelling.* 

Illustrations. —  A  and  B  occupied  apartments  in  a  class  of 
building  known  as  French  flats,  those  of  li  being  immediately 
over  A's.  B's  child  being  sick  and  fretful  at  night,  he  was 
accustomed,  whenever  it  could  not  be  soothed  to  sleep  in  any 
other  way,  to  draw  it  about  in  a  small  carriage,  which  was 
made  to  run  over  the  carpet,  having  two  small  wheels  and  a 
movable  caster.  The  noise  caused  by  the  running  of  this 
vehicle  over  the  carpet  annoyed  A  and  his  wife,  who  lived 
below,  and  he  applied  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  use  of 
the  baby-carriage,  as  being  a  nuisance.  No  more  noise  was 
made  in  running  the  carriage  than  was  necessary.  Heldy  that 
the  injunction  nmst  be  refused:  Pool  v.  Higginson,  8  Daly,  113." 

§  2965.    Statutory    Rights    and    Wrongs.  —  A  use  of 

property  that  at  common  law  is  held  to  be  a  nuisance 
does  not  cease  to  be  so  because  the  same  act  is  made  an 
offense  by  statute,  and  a  different  punishment  provided; 


'  Gilbert  v.  Showerman,  2  Mich. 
N.  P.  158;  Doellner  v.  Tynan,  38 
How.  Pr.  176. 

^  The  court  saying:  "If  the  rocking 
of  a  cradle,  the  wheeling  of  a  carriage, 
the  whirling  of  a  sewing-machine,  or 
the  discord  of  ill-played  music,  disturb 
the  inmates  of  an  apartment-house, 
no  relief  by  injunction  can  be  ob- 
tained, unless  the  proof  be  clear  that 
the  noise  is  unreasonable,  and  made 
without  due  regard  to  the  rights  and 
comforts  of  other  occupants.  The 
situation  of  dwellers  in  apartmerts, 
whilst  it  has  its  advantages,  must  be 
in  some  respects  less  agreeable  than 
that  of  those  who  occupy  a  whole 
house.  They  crunot  expect  the  same 
quiet  and  repose.  The  man  who  lives 
in  a  hotel  must  not  be  surprised  if 
roused  from  sleep  by  the  heavy  foot 
of  some  guest  passing  by  his  door  at 
an  unseasonable  hour.  Nor  ought  the 
plaintiflF  to  have  been  surprised  by 
the  use  of  any  ordinary  means  which 
the  defendant  might  employ  to  lull 


his  sick  child  to  sleep.  No  man  has 
a  right  to  such  immunity  from  noise 
that  a  neighbor  cannot  stir  in  his  own 
room.  There  is  nothing  in  the  affida- 
vits to  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
defendant,  in  having  this  carriage 
instead  of  a  cradle,  made  use  of  his 
apartments,  which,  in  view  of  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  quiet  and  repose, 
was  unreasonable.  It  is  probable  that 
a  cradle  swinging  upon  pivots  in 
stationary  standards  would  have 
answered  the  purpose  as  well  as  the 
carriage;  and  as  it  would  make  no 
noise,  good  neighborship  might  sug- 
aeai  the  use  of  it.  As  matter  of  law, 
however,  if  the  defendant  himself  was 
taken  sick,  and  obliged  to  walk  the 
floor  all  night  through  pain,  the  plain- 
tiff would  have  no  right  to  insist  that 
he  should  put  on  india-rubbers.  An 
has  been  said,  each  case  must  stand 
by  itself,  and  where  people  indulge 
their  inclination  to  be  gregarious, 
they  must  not  expect  the  quietude 
that  Islouga  to  solitude." 
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the  party  creating  the  nuisance  may  be  pursued  under 
either  the  common-law  or  statutory  remedy.*  Where  a 
statute  creates  certain  rights,  and  imposes  a  penalty  for 
their  violation,  the  violation  of  such  a  right  does  not  give 
a  common-law  remedv  for  a  nuisance,  but  redress  can 
only  be  had  in  the  way  provided  for  by  the  statute.'  But 
when  the  statute  creates  a  right,  and  provides  no  remedy 
for  its  violation,  the  violation  of  the  right  thus  created 
will  be  regarded  as  a  nuisance,  and  the  party  injured  may 
have  a  remedy  therefor  as  for  a  nuisance,  either  by  action 
or  otherwise.'  A  statute  defining  what  are  nuisances,  and 
prescribing  a  remedy  by  action,  does  not  take  away  any 
common-law  remedy  in  the  abatement  of  nuisances  that 
the  statute  does  not  embrace.* 

§  2966.    Nuisances  per   Se  —  The  Old    Doctrine.  —  In 

early  times,  in  England,  the  doctrine  was  that  all  trades 
and  uses  of  property  which,  by  experience,  had  been  dem- 
onstrated to  be  of  a  noxious  and  hurtful  character  were 
nuisances  per  se.^  Thus  in  the  old  cases  the  following 
have  been  held  nuisances  per  se,  viz.:  A  beer-house;*  a 
privy;'  a  glass-house;*  a  tannery;'  a  tobacco-mill;"'  a 
swine-stye;"  a  lime-kiln;*''  a  candle  factory;*'  a  smith's 

'  Wetmore  v.  Tracy,  14  W^end.  250; 
28  Am.  Dec.  525;  People  v.  Sands,  1 
Johns.  78;  b  Am.  Dec.  296;  H-  t  v. 
Licht,  80  N.  Y.  579;  3ti  Am.  Kep. 
654;  Dygert  v.  Schei'ck,  23  Wend. 
445;  .S5  Am.  Deo.  575.  Where  a 
new  oflfense  is  created  by  statute,  and 
a  penalty  is  given  for  its  violation, 
the  penalty  or  remedy  is  confined  to 
that  given  by  statute;  but  giving  a 
superadded  peiiidty  for  the  erection  or 
continuance  of  a  nuisance  does  not 
take  away  the  common-law  right  of 
the  public  to  have  it  indicted  and  re- 
moved as  such.  Nor  does  it  prevent 
its  being  abated  in  the  usual  way  by 
individuals,  at  the  peril  of  showing 
that  it  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  they 
did  no  unnecessary  damage  in  removing 
it:  Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill,  576. 

» Dudley  v.  Mahew,  3  N.  Y.  15; 
Smith  V.  Lockwood,  13  Barb.  217; 
801 


Renwick  v.  Morris,  7  Hill,  575;  An- 
dover  Tp.  Co.  v.  Gould,  6  Mass.  43;  4 
Am.  Dec.  80;  Franklin  Glass  Co.  v. 
White,  14  Mass.  286;  Bassett  v.  Carle- 
ton,  32  Me.  5.33;  54  Am.  Dec.  605. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  23. 

*  Stiles  V.  Laird,  5  Cal.  120;  63  Am. 
Dec.  110. 

"  1  Hawk.  P.  C.  36.3. 

*  Jones  V.  Powell,  Palmer,  537;  Hut. 
136. 

■  Stynan  v.  Hutchinson,  2  Selw. 
1047. 

8  1  Hawk.  P.  C.  363;  Queen  v.  Wil- 
cox, 2  Salk.  458. 

*  Rex  V.  Pappineau,  2  Strange, 
686. 

"  Jones  V.  Powell,  Hut.  136. 
"  Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke,  59. 
"Id. 

»  Tohale's  Case,  Cro.  Car.  510;  Ran- 
kett's  Case,  Pascb.  3. 
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forge;'  a  smelting-house  for  lead;'  a  smelting-house  for 
copper.* 

§  2967.  The  Modern  Doctrine.  —  The  only  uses  of 
property  that  are  now  held  to  be  nuisances  per  se  are  such 
as  affect  the  morals  of  society  or  public  rights,  or  are  dan- 
gerous to  life.*  Overhanging  another's  land  is  also  one  of 
the  cases  of  nuisance  per  se.^  Where  a  particular  use  of 
property  is  a  nuisance  per  se,  no  proof  of  hurtful  results  is 
necessary  in  an  action  founded  on  it.^ 

§  2968.     Prima    Facie    Nuisances  —  In  Equity.  —  But 

courts  of  equity  recognize  that  there  are  certain  trades 
and  uses  of  property  that  are  prima  facie  nuisances,  be- 
cause they  have  been  demonstrated  to  be  productive  of  ill 
results  generally.  Therefore  in  a  court  of  equity  when  a 
party  is  seeking  to  restrain  the  exercise  of  a  trade  upon 
the  ground  of  nuisance,  the  court  recognizes  the  distinc- 
tion between  a  trade  or  use  of  property  that  has  been  held 
a  nuisance,  and  whose  results  are  generally  ill,  and  one 
which  has  not  been  so  held,  or  about  whose  effects  little 
is  generally  known,^  and  the  court  in  such  cases  will 
restrain  the  use  of  such  property  until  the  question  of 
nuisance  or  no  nuisance  can  be  tried.* 


'  Bradley  v.  Gill,  Lutw.  69. 

»  Poynton  v.  Gill,  2  Roll.  Abr.  140. 

»  David  V.  Grenfell,  6  Car.  &  P.  624. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  650. 

'  Pendruddock'a  Case,  5  Coke,  101; 
Baten's  Case,  9  Coke,  54. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  651. 

'  Att'y-Gen.  v.  Steward,  20  N.  J.  Eq. 
415;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  8and.  126. 

*  Catlin  V.  Valentine,  9  Paige, 
575;  38  Am.  Dec.  567;  the  court  say- 
ing: "The  situation  of  the  defendant's 
building,  in  reference  to  the  dwellings 
of  the  complainants,  would  prirtui 
facie  render  the  occupation  of  such 
building  for  the  purpose  of  slaughter- 
ing cattle  there  a  nuisance.  And  as 
there  is  no  real  necessity  that  such  an 
offensive  business  should  be  carried  on 
in  this  part  of  the  city,  where  many 


valuable  dwelling-houses  of  the  best 
kind  are  already  erected,  and  are  con- 
tinning  to  be  built,  the  vice-chiincellor 
was  right  in  retaining  the  injunction 
until  dual  hearing.  The  answer  of 
the  defendant  that  a  slaughter-house 
would  not  be  offensive  to  the  plaintiils 
is  matter  of  opinion  merely,  and  is  not 
such  a  denial  of  the  whole  equity  of 
the  bill  as  to  entitle  the  defendant  to 
a  dissolution  of  the  injunction  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course.  To  constitute  a  nuisance, 
it  is  not  necessary  that  the  noxious 
trade  or  business  should  endanger  the 
health  of  the  neighborhood.  It  is  suf- 
ficient if  it  produces  that  which  is  offen- 
sive to  the  senses,  and  which  renders 
the  enjoyment  of  life  and  property  un- 
comfortable. It  is,  perhaps,  possible  to 
carry  on  the  business  of  slaughtering 
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§  2969.  At  Law.  — A  court  of  law,  on  the  other  hand, 
does  not  recognize  this  distinction,  but  imposes  upon 
every  person  seeking  a  recovery  for  damages  resulting 
from  a  noxious  trade  the  burden  of  proving  clearly  that 
the  trade  is  a  nuisance  in  fact,  and  that  he  has  been 
injured  thereby.  The  ftict  that  a  similar  use  of  property 
has  a  thousand  times  been  held  a  nuisance  in  other  cases 
is  not  material.  He  must  establish  tlie  fact  of  actual  nui- 
sance as  much  as  though  the  trade  was  new  and  its  effects 
unknown.^ 

§  2970.  No  Civil  Action  for  Common  or  Public  Nui- 
sance.—  A  civil  action  will  not  lie  at  the  suit  of  a  private 
person  for  damages  sustained  from  a  public  or  common 
nuisance,  where  the  injury  and  damage  are  common  to 
all.  The  plaintiff  cannot  succeed,  unless  he  can  show 
some  injury  sustained  by  hira  different  from  that  which 
the  whole  public  affected  by  the  same  nuisance  have  sus- 
tained.^    By  common  injury  is  meant  an  injury  of  the 


cattle,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  such  a 
manner  as  not  to  be  a  nuisance.  But 
it  is  wholly  improbable  that  any  one 
will  subject  himself  to  the  necessary 
expense  to  enable  him  to  do  it  in  that 
part  of  the  city,  when  the  business 
can  be  carried  on  in  +he  unsettled 
parts  of  New  York,  or  in  parts  of  the 
city  where  property  is  less  valuable, 
without  the  great  cost  and  labor  which 
would  be  requisite  to  carry  it  on 
where  the  defendant's  buildings  were 
being  erected  when  this  bill  was  tiled. 
.  .  .  .  Inthiscase,  the  defendant,  upon 
final  hearing,  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  produce  proofs  to  show  that  the 
slaughtering  of  cattle  at  the  place 
proposed  will  not  be  offensive  to  the 
neighboring  inhabitants,  and  injurious 
to  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
property." 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  654;  Dawson 
V.  Moore,  7  Car.  &  P.  25. 

'  Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  152; 
Pierce  i>.  l)art,  7  Cow.  609;  Baker  v. 
Boston,  12  Pick.  184;  22  Am.  Dec.  421; 
Low  V.  Knowlton,  26  Me.  128;  45  Am. 


Dec.  100;  Mayor  v.  Marriott,  9  Md- 
100;  66  Am.  Dec.  .320;  South.  Car.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Philpot,  28  Ga.  398;  7-3  Am. 
Dec.  778;  Brown  v.  Watson,  47  Me. 
161;  74  Am.  Dec.  482;  Gordon  v. 
Baxter,  74  N.  C.  470;  Jarvis  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  52  Cal.  438;  Bigley  v.  Nunan,  53 
Cal.  403;  Payne  v.  Mckinley,  54  Cal. 
532;  Parrott  v.  Floyd,  54  Cal.  5.34; 
Corning  v.  Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  439; 
Allen  V.  Freeholders,  13  N.  J.  Eq. 
68;  Zabriskie  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  N.  J. 
Eq.  314;  Milhau  v.  Sharp,  27  N.  Y. 
614;  84  Am.  Dec.  314;  28  Barb.  228; 
Smith  V.  Lockwood,  13  Barb.  209; 
Wetmore  v.  Story,  22  Barb.  414;  Pen- 
niman  v.  New  York  Balance  Co.,  13 
How.  Pr.  40;  Manhattan  etc.  Co.  v. 
Barker,  36  How.  Pr.  233;  Parrish  v. 
Stephens,  1  Or.  73;  Smith  v.  Cum- 
mings,  2  Pars.  Sel.  Cas.  92;  Walker  v. 
Shepherdson,  2  Wis.  38;  60  Am.  Deo. 
423;  Mayorof  Georgetown  r.  Alexandria 
Canal  Co.,  12  Pet.  91;  Nottingham  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  McAr.  31;  Yolo  County 
V.  Sacramento,  36  Cal.  193;  Crommelin 
«.  Coxe,  30  Ala.  318;  68  Am.  Dec.  120; 
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same  kind  and  character,  and  such  as  naturally  and 
necessarily  arises  from  a  given  cause,  but  not  necessarily 
similar  in  degree,  or  equal  in  amount.  If  the  injury  is 
the  same  in  kind  to  all,  it  is  a  common  injury,  although 
one  may  actually  be  injured  or  damaged  more  than 
another/ 

§  2971.    Aliter  where  Plaintiff  Suffers  a  Special  Injury. 

—  But  nevertheless  a  nuisance  may  be  at  the  same  time  a 
public  and  a  private  one;  public  in  its  general  effects 
upon  the  public,  and  private  in  its  special  effects  on  the 
plaintiff.  In  such  case  the  person  suffering  the  special 
injury  may  have  his  remedy  in  a  civil  action.^     Where  a 


Gates  V.  Blincoe,  2  Dana,  158;  26  Am. 
Dec.  440;  Seeley  v.  Bishop,  19  Conn. 
128;  Cole  v.  Sproul,  35  Me.  101;  56 
Am.  Dec.  690;  Harrison  v.  Sterett,  4 
Har.  &  M.  540;  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19 
Pick.  147;  31  Am.  Dec.  123;  Barden 
V.  Crocker,  10  Pick.  388;  Runyon  v. 
Bordine,  14  N.  J.  L.  472;  Dougherty 
V.  Bunting,  1  Sand.  1 ;  Mechling  v.  Kit- 
tanning  Bridge  Co.,  1  Grant  Cas.  416; 
Pittsburgh  v.  Scott,  1  Pa.  St.  309;  Ab- 
bott V.  Mills,  3  Vt.  529;  23  Am.  Dec. 
222;  Baxter?;.  Winooski  Turnpike  Co., 
22  Vt.  114;  52  Am.  Dec.  84;  Hatch  w. 
R.  R.  Co.,  28  Vt.  142.  The  provision 
of  the  Oregon  code,  section  330,  that 
"any  person  whose  property  is  affected 
by  a  private  nuisance  '  may  maintain 
au  action  therefor,  requires  allegation 
and  proof  of  some  special  damage 
beyond  that  occasioned  to  the  public 
generally:  Roseburg  v.  Abraham,  8 
Or.  509.  As  to  obstructing  rivers,  see 
Watercourses. 

'  Wood  on  Nuisances,  736;  Shaubut 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Minn.  502;  Blanc  v. 
Murray,  36  La.  Ann.  162;  51  Am.  Rep. 
7.  It  does  not  follow  because  live 
neighbors  unite  in  a  suit  to  enjoin  a 
nuisance  that  the  nuisance  is  of  such 
a  public  nature  that  an  indictment  only 
will  lie  on  account  of  it:  Seifried  v. 
Hays,  81  Ky.  377;  50  Am.  Rep.  167. 

*  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Alien,  95;  90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Rosa  v. 
Butler,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Dec, 
654;  Att'y-Gen.  v.  Lonsdale,  L.  R.  7 
Eq.  390;  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  272; 


Soltan  V.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
102;  Stetson  v.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  147;  31 
Am.  Dec.  123;  Rosser  v.  Randolph,  7 
Port.  238;  31  Am.  Dec.  712;  Crommeliu 
V.  Coxe,  30  Ala.  318;  68  Am.  Dec.  120; 
Miss.  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ward,  2  Black, 
485;  see  note  in  31  Am.  Dec.  132-135; 
Georgia  Cliem.  Co.  v.  Colquitt,  72  Ga. 
172.  Mr.  Wood  (Nuisances,  736)  illus- 
trates the  distinction  in  a  terse  man- 
ner. "Take,"  says  he,  "  the  case  of  a 
slaughter-house  erected  upon  a  public 
street.  To  all  who  come  within  the 
spliere  of  its  operation  or  effects  it  is  a 
nuisance,  and  offends  the  senses  by  its 
noxious  smells.  It  is  a  common  nui- 
sance in  such  a  locality,  and  in  its 
general  effects  produces  a  common  in- 
jury. But  to  those  living  upon  the 
street,  and  within  its  immediate  sphere, 
it  is  both  a  common  and  a  private  nui- 
sance. Common  in  its  general  effects, 
but  private  in  its  special  effects  upon 
those  living  there.  To  the  public  gen- 
erally it  produces  no  injury  except 
such  as  is  common  to  all;  but  to  those 
owning  property  in  its  neighborhood, 
or  residing  there,  it  produces  a  special 
injury,  in  that  it  detracts  from  the  en- 
joyment of  their  habitations,  produces 
intolerable  physical  discomfort,  and 
diminishes  the  value  of  their  premises 
for  the  purposes  to  which  they  have 
been  devoted.  Therefore,  while  those 
residing  beyond  its  sphere,  and  owning 
no  property  there  that  is  impaired  in 
value,  can  have  no  private  remedy, 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  yet  those 
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person  sustains  a  special  damage  from  a  public  nuisance, 

—  whether  from  noise,  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  or  smells, 

—  he  may  maintain  an  action  therefor,  no  matter  how 
many  persons  may  have  sustained  a  like  injury.'  A  party 
whose  house  is  rendered  uncomfortable  for  habitation  by 
the  odors  and  smoke  of  a  gas-house  may  maintain  an  ac- 
tion as  for  a  private  nuisance.*  One  who  is  the  owner  of 
medicinal  springs,  and  uses  them  as  a  source  of  revenue, 
by  furnishing  houses,  board,  lodgings,  and  entertainment 
to  those  who  resort  to  them,  is  entitled  to  sue  in  that  char- 
acter for  damage  done  to  him  in  the  construction  of  a 
nuisance  by  which  the  public  are  deterred  from  visiting 
his  springs,  and  his  profits  are  thereby  reduced.'     The 


who  live  in  the  neighborhood,  or  who 
own  property  there  that  is  impaired 
in  value  by  reason  of  the  nuio^-.v-e, 
may  have  their  private  actions  to  re- 
cover their  special  damage  or  protect 
their  special  interests. "  The  common- 
law  remedy  against  a  private  nuisance 
was  either  by  action  on  the  case  for 
damages  or  by  assize  of  nuisance  or 
by  the  writ  quod  permUtat  proslarnere. 
In  the  first-named  action,  relief  was 
limited  to  the  recovery  of  damages;  in 
the  two  latter,  [the  plaintiflF  could  re- 
cover damages  and  also  have  the  nui- 
sance abated  or  removed:  Waggoner 
V.  Jermaine,  3  Denio,  306;  45  Am.  Dec. 
474. 

'  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sand.  126;  Soltau 
V.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  104; 
Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Al- 
len, 95;  90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Catlin  v. 
Valentine,  9  Paige,  575;  38  Am.  Dec. 
567;  Ottawa  Gas  Co.  v.  Thompson,  39 
111.  598;  Biddle  v.  Ash,  2  Ashm.  211; 
Norcross  v.  Thorns,  51  Me.  503;  81 
Am.  Dec.  588;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N. 
J.  Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Dec.  654;  Cleve- 
land V.  Citizens'  Gas  Light  Co.,  20  N. 
J.  Eq.  201;  Greene  v.  Nunnemacher, 
36  Wis.  50;  Fay  v.  Whitman.  100 
Mass.  76;  Brady  v.  Wcks,  3  Barb. 
157;  Dubois  v.  Budlong,  lOBosw.  700; 
Meigs  V.  Lister,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  199; 
Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  25; 
Thebautr.  Canova,  11  Fla.  143;  Cart- 
wright  V.  Gray,  12  Grant  (U.  C),  399; 
Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  57  Pa.  St.  274;    98 


Am.  Dec.  221;  Francis  r.  Schoellkopf, 
53N.  Y.  152;  the  court  saying:  "The 
idea  that  if,  bj*  a  wrongful  act,  a 
serious  injury  is  inflicted  upon  a  single 
individual,  a  recovery  may  be  had 
therefor  against  the  wrong-doer,  and 
that  if,  by  the  same  act,  numbers  are 
so  injured,  no  recovery  can  be  had  by 
any  one,  is  absurd.  Tliis,  stripped  of 
verbiage,  is  the  ground  of  the  motion. 
It  is  said  that  holding  the  defendant 
liable  to  respond  in  an  action  to 
each  one  injured  will  lead  to  a  multi- 
plicity of  actions.  This  is  true;  but  it 
is  no  defense  to  a  wrong-doer,  when 
called  upon  to  compensate  for  the  dam- 
ages sustained  by  his  wrongful  act, 
to  show  that  he,  by  the  same  act,  in- 
flicted a  like  injury  npon  a  large 
number  of  persons.     The  position  is 

unsustained  by  any  authority 

The  rule  is,  that  one  erecting  or  main- 
taining a  common  nuisance  is  not 
liable  to  an  action  at  the  suit  of  one 
who  has  sustained  no  damage  there- 
from, except  such  as  is  common  to  the 
entire  community,  yet  he  is  liable  at 
the  suit  of  one  who  has  sustained  dam- 
age peculiar  to  liimself.  No  matter 
how  numerous  the  persons  may  be 
who  have  sustained  this  peculiar  dam- 
age, each  is  entitled  to  compensatioa 
for  his  injury." 

^  Ottawa  Gas  Light  etc.  Co.,  v. 
Thompson,  39  111.  598;  Carhart  v.  Au- 
burn etc.  Co.,  22  Barb.  297. 

» Bonner  v.  Welborn,  7  Ga.  296. 
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special  damage,  if  it  exists,  need  not  be  considerable,  to 
enable  him  who  suffers  it  to  have  an  injunction  against  a 
nuisance.'  Erecting  a  building  out  into  the  street,  whereby 
plaintiff's  warehouse  is  obstructed  from  view,  free  com- 
munication therewith  cut  off,  causing  tenants  to  desert  it, 
and  necessitating  reducing  rents,  is  a  sufficient  statement 
of  a  nuisance  occasioning  particular  injury,  for  which  an 
action  will  lie.* 

Illustrations. — The  plaintiff  brought  an  action  to  recover 
damages  sustained  by  reason  of  sickness  produced  in  his 
family,  in  consequence  of  the  setting  back  of  the  waters  of  a 
stream  by  defendant's  mill-dam  so  as  to  render  the  atmosphere 
of  the  neighborhood  unwholesome,  and  to  breed  sickness  therein. 
Held,  that  the  action  would  lie:  Mills  y.Hall,  9  Wend.  315;  24 
Am.  Dec.  160. 

§  2972.    Remedy  by  Injunction — Public  Nuisance. — 

In  addition  to  the  remedy  by  indictment  for  a  public 
nuisance,  an  injunction  will  also  lie  against  the  offend- 
ers, at  the  suit  of  the  state  or  the  public  authorities.' 
The  principles  upon  which  equity  entertains  an  informa- 
tion to  restrain  the  exercise  of  a  public  nuisance,  or  to 
abate  it,  are, —  1.  To  prevent  irreparable  injury  before 
a  court  of  law  could  act  definitely;  2.  To  prevent  a  pro- 
tracted and  expensive  litigation,  where  there  are  many 
persons  to  defend.*  A  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction, 
on  the  application  of  the  state  government,  to  restrain 
the  placing  of  an  obstruction  in  or  upon  the  public  high- 
ways, streets,  bridges,  public  grounds,  and  navigable 
waters;  and  the  legislature  having  committed  a  portion 
of  its  sovereignty  to  municipalities,  such  as  cities,  towns, 
and  villages,  in  respect  to  streets,  highways,  and  public 


^  Forty-second  Street  etc.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct. 
252 

»  Stetson  V.  Faxon,  19  Pick.  147;  31 
Am.  Dec.  123. 

*  Attorney-General  v.  Cleaver,  18 
Ves.  217;  Mayor  of  London  v.  Bolt,  5 
Ves.  129;  Attorney-General  v,  Nichol, 


16  Ves.  438;  People  v.  Vanderbilt,  26 
N.  Y.  287;  Attorney-General  v.  Rich- 
ards, 2  Anstr.  603;  Attorney-General 
V.  Johnson,  2  Wils.  Ch.  87;  People  v. 
Metropolitan  Tel.  Co.,  64  How.  Pr. 
120;  11  Abb.  N.  C.  120. 

♦State  V.   Mobile,  5  Port.  279;  30 
Am.  Dec.  564. 
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grounds,  within  their  limits,  they  are  invested  with  the 
authority  of  the  state  in  this  respect,  and  may  maintain 
a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain  an  obstruction  of  streets,  etc., 
in  their  limits.^  In  Nebraska  a  petition  running  in  the 
name  of  S.  and  M.,  "for  themselves,  and  at  the  request 
and  in  behalf  of  two  thousand  others,  having  a  common 
interest  in  the  subject-matter  of  this  suit,"  praying  in- 
junction against  a  public  nuisance,  was  held  not  to  be 
the  proper  remedy,  the  same  being  by  indictment  or 
presentment  by  the  grand  jury."  When  a  private  person 
suffers  a  special  and  peculiar  injury,  distinct  from  that 
of  the  public  in  general,  in  consequence  of  a  public  nui- 
sance, he  will  be  entitled  to  an  injunction  and  relief  in 
equity.* 

§  2973.  Private  Nuisance.  —  In  regard  to  private 
nuisances,  the  interference  of  courts  of  equity  by  way  of 
injunction  is  founded  upon  the  ground  of  restraining 
irreparable  mischief,  or  of  suppressing  vexatious  and 
interminable  litigation,  or  of  preventing  multiplicity  of 
suits.'*     The  case,  it  is  said,  must  be  a  strong  and  mischie- 


»  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Chicago,  96  III.  620. 

*  Shed  V.  Hawthorne,  3  Neb.  179. 

'  Suell's  Equity,  496;  Corning  v. 
Lowerre,  6  Johns.  Ch.  437. 

*  Suell's  Equity,  496;  Coker  v.  Birge, 
9  Ga.  425;  54  Am.  Dec.  347;  Silliuian 
V.  Hudson  River  Bridge  Co.,  4  Blatchf. 
395;  Parker  v.  Winnipiseogee  Lake 
etc.  Co.,  1  Cliff.  247;  Mid.Ueton  v. 
Franklin,  3  Cal.  238;  Thebaut  v. 
Canova,  11  Fla.  143;  Fort  v.  Groves, 
29  Md.  188;  Hinchman  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
17  N.  J.  Eq.  75.  A  court  of  equity 
has  jurisdiction  and  should  grant  a 
perpetual  injunction  when  it  is  estab- 
lished by  a  trial  that  the  defendant 
has  created  a  private  nuisance  to  the 
serious  injury  of  the  plaintifif,  and 
that  nuisance  is  permanent  in  its 
character,  so  that  the  injury  continues, 
where  complete  and  ample  remunera- 
tion cannot  be  awarded  in  damages; 
or  where  the  court  can  see  that  to  ob- 
tain complete  and  ultimate  redress  at 
law  several  suits  may  become  neces- 


sary; or  where  the  injury  is  otherwise 
irreparable:  Davis  v.  Lamberston,  56 
Barb.  480.  Equity  may  abate  as  well 
as  prevent  erection  of  nuisances:  Earl 
V.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280;  72  Am. 
Dec.  395.  The  abatement  of  a  nui- 
sance is  accomplished  in  equity  by  an 
injunction  adapted  to  the  tacts  of  the 
case:  Sullivan  v.  Royer,  72  Cal.  248; 
1  Am.  St.  Rep.  51.  The  prayer  of  a 
complaint  for  the  abatement  of  a  nui- 
sance warrants  a  decree  for  an  injunc- 
tion against  the  continuance  of  such 
nuisance:  Id.  If  the  nuisance  against 
which  an  injunction  is  asked  is 
partly  abated  before  the  hearing,  the 
injunction  should  conform  to  the  facts 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  hearing, 
there  being  nothing  to  indicate  that 
the  former  state  of  things  will  be  re- 
sumed: Trulock  V.  Merte,  72  Iowa, 
510.  A  preliminary  injunction  should 
be  refused  if  the  nuisance  has  been 
abated  so  that  it  no  longer  exists: 
Shear  v.  Brinkman,  72  Iowa,  698. 
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vous  one,  of  pressing  necessity,  or  the  right  must  have 
been  previously  established  by  law,  to  authorize  equity  to 
interfere.*  And  the  existence  of  the  nuisance  must  always 
be  established  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence."  It  is 
not,  therefore,  every  nuisance  that  will  justify  the  inter- 
position of  a  court  of  equity.  There  must  be  such  an 
injury  as  from  its  nature  is  not  susceptible  of  being 
adequately  compensated  by  damages  at  law,  or  such  as, 
from  its  continuance,  or  permanently  or  increasingly  mis- 
chievous character,  must  occasion  a  constantly  recurring 
grievance,  which  cannot  be  otherwise  prevented  save  by 
an  injunction;'  nor  will  equity  interfere  where  the  nui- 
sance is  only  dubious  or  contingent,*  or  where  the  thing 
complained  of  may  possibly  prove  a  nuisance  and  possi- 
bly not.^  Tbe  danger  to  the  residents  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
powder-house  which  is  properly  constructed  and  managed 
is  not  so  impending  or  probable  as  to  authorize  the  chan- 
cellor to  enjoin  the  erection  or  decree  the  abatement  of 
such  house  as  a  nuisance."  But  an  injunction  will  some- 
times be  granted  in  case  of  mere  apprehended  danger; 

1  White  V.  Forbes,  Walk.  Ch.  112; 
Gardner  v.  Newburgh,  2  Johns.  Ch. 
162;  7  Am.  Dec.  526;  Van  Bergen  v. 
Ven  Bergen,  2  Johns.  Ch.  272;  Fisk 
V.  Wilber,  7  Barb.  395;  Bradsher  v. 
Lea,  3  Ired.  Eq.  301;  Rhea  v.  Forsyth, 
37  Pa.  St.  503;  78  Am.  Dec.  441; 
Clack  V.  White,  2  Swan,  540. 

»  Hahn  v.  Thornberry,  7  Bush,  403; 
Wolcott  V.  Melick,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  204; 
66  Am.  Dec.  790. 

*  Dana  v.  Valentine,  5  Met.  8;  Mit- 
ford's  Pleadings  (Jeremy),  444;  New 
York  V.  Mapes,  6  Johns.  Ch.  46;  Por- 
ter V.  Witham,  17  Me.  292;  McCord 
V.  Iker,  12  Ohio,  387;  Arnold  v.  Klep- 
per,  24  Mo.  273;  Rhea  v.  Forsyth,  37 
Pa.  St.  503;  78  Am.  Dec.  441;  Mo- 
hawk R.  R.  Co.  V.  Artcher,  6  Paige, 
83;  Earl  of  Ripon  v.  Hobart,  Coop. 
343;  3  Mylne  &  K.  169;  Carlisle  v. 
Cooper,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  576;  Norris  v. 
Hill,  1  Mich.  202;  Oglesby  Coal  Co.  v. 
Pasco,  79  111.  164;  Brown  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  83  N.  C.  128;  Wahle  v.  Reinbach, 
76  111.  322;   Wiugfield  v.  Crenshaw,  4 


Hen.  &  M.  474;  Wolcott  t>.  Melick,  11 
N.  J.  Eq.  204;  66  Ani.  Dec.  790;  City 
of  Rochester  v.  Curtiss,  1  Clarke  Ch. 
336;  Vanwinkle  v.  Curtis,  3  N.  J.  Eq. 
422;  Van  Bergen  r.  Van  Bergen,  3 
Johns.  Ch.  282;  Curtis  v.  Wiuslow, 
28  Vt.  690. 

*  Ross  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  294; 
97  Am.  Dec.  654;  Barnes  v.  Calhoun,  2 
Ired.  Eq.  199;  Ellison  v.  Commission- 
ers, 5  Jones  Eq.  57;  75  Am.  Dec.  431; 
Beveridge  v.  Lacey,  3  Rand.  63. 

*  Ramsay  v.  Riddle,  1  Cranch  O.  C. 
399;  St.  James's  Church  v.  Arrington, 
36  Ala.  546;  76  Am.  Dec.  332;  Lake 
View  V.  Letz,  44  111.  81;  Butler  v. 
Rogers,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  487;  Hudson  etc. 
Co.  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Paige, 32S;  Phoenix 
V.  Commissioners  etc.,  1  Abb.  Pr. 
466;  Kirkman  v.  Handy,  11  Humph. 
406;  54  Am.  Dec.  45;  Duncan  v. 
Hayes,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  25. 

*  Dumesnil  v.  Dupont,  18  B.  Mon. 
800;  68  Am.  Dec.  750;  DUworth's 
Appeal,  91  Pa.  St.  247. 
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as  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  hospital  or  of  a  gunpowder 
magazine  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  town,  and  near  to 
dwelling-houses,  on  the  ground  of  the  reasonable  fears 
and  appreliensions  which  such  erections  excite.*  To 
justify  an  injunction  to  restrain  an  existing  or  threatened 
nuisance  to  a  dwelling-house,  the  injury  must  be  shown 
to  be  of  such  a  character  as  to  diminish  materially  the 
value  of  the  property  as  a  dwelling,  and  to  seriously  in- 
terfere with  the  ordinary  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  it; 
and  the  application  must  set  forth  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances, from  which  the  court  may  determine  whether 
such  injury  is  likely  to  result.^  Equity  will  not  enjoin,  at 
suit  of  private  persons,  a  bill  to  restrain  a  business  estab- 
lishment in  a  city  which  is  not  a  nuisance  per  8e,  but  has 
become  one  only  by  the  annoying  and  noxious  manner 
in  which  it  is  carried  on,  if  the  grievances  can  be  reme- 
died by  scientific  and  skillful  appliances,  but  will  rather 
require  such  appliances  to  be  used.'  So  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  erection  of  a  proposed  abattoir  and  .slaugh- 
tering-house will  not  be  granted  w;here  the  affidavits  do 
not  establish  the  fact  that  they  will  be  a  nuisance,  proper 
filters,  basins,  or  equivalent  appliances  being  used.*  So 
where  the  erection  of  a  mill  will  cause  the  overflow  of  a 
spring  from  which  plaintiff  obtains  his  drinking-water,  an 
injunction  will  not  be  granted,  where  it  does  not  appear 
but  that  water  might  be  obtained  elsewhere,  and  where 
it  does  appear  that  by  a  slight  expenditure  of  time  and 
labor  the  spring  could  be  protected  from  overflow.*  On  a 
question  of  restraining  a  lawful  business,  a  court  of  equity 
will  consider  the  customs  of  the  people,  the  characteristics 
of  their  business,  the  common  uses  of  property,  and  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  place.' 


»  Wolcott  V.  Melick,  UN.  J.  Eq. 
20i;  66  Am.  Dec.  790. 

<  Adams  v.  Michael,  38  Md.  123;  17 
Am.  Rep.  516. 

*  Green  v.  Lake,  54  Miss.  540;  28 
Am.  Rep.  378. 


♦Sellers  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Phila. 
319. 

*  Rosser  v.  Randolph,  7  Port.  2^8; 
31  Am.  Deo.  712. 

^  Huckenstine'a  Appeal,  70  Pa.  St. 
102;  10  Am.  Rep.  669. 
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A  court  of  equity  will  not  enjoin  until  after  a  verdict  at 
law,  where  the  thing  complained  of  is  not  in  itself  a  nui- 
sance.' But  whore  the  injury  is  manifest  and  continuous, 
or  the  mischief  is  irreparable,  and  incapable  of  compensa- 
tion in  damages,  the  party  injured  will  not  be  required  to 
establish  his  right  at  law  before  asking  for  an  injunction.^ 
In  New  Jersey  it  is  held  that  the  English  doctrine  that  a 
court  of  equity  will  not  grant  relief  against  a  private 
nuisance  until  the  legal  rights  of  the  complainant  have 
been  established  in  a  court  of  law  has  been  somewhat 
relaxed.  Mere  denial  in  the  defendant's  answer  will  not 
oust  the  court  of  its  jurisdiction  by  injunction.  So  when 
the  complainant  has  been  for  a  long  time  in  undisputed 
possession  of  the  property  which  hut  been  injured,  or  en- 
joyment of  the  right  which  has  been  invaded,  and  the 
acts  which  constitute  the  injury  to  such  property  or  the 
invasion  of  such  right  have  been  done  recently  before 
the  filing  of  the  bill,  a  court  of  equity  may  entertain 
jurisdiction  to  decide  and  dispose  of  the  entire  litigation, 
if  the  evidence  does  not  raise  any  serious  question  as  to 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  legal  right  in  the  complain- 
ant at  the  time  when  the  bill  was  filed.*  Equity  may 
enjoin  the  carrying  on  of  a  slaughter-house  before  it  had 


'  Kirkman  v.  Handy,  11  Humph. 
406;  54  Am.  Dec.  45;  Flint  v.  Russell, 
5  Dill.  150;  Kosser  v.  Randolph,  7 
Port.  238;  31  Am.  Dec.  712;  St. 
James's  Church  v.  Arrington,  3(5  Ala. 
546;  70  Am.  Dec.  332;  Rhea  v.  For- 
syth, 37  Ta.  St.  503;  78  Am.  Dec.  441. 
"  If  the  thing  sought  to  be  prohibited 
is  in  itself  a  nuisance,  the  court 
will  interfere  to  stay  irreparable  mis- 
chief, without  waiting  for  the  result  of 
a  trial;  and  will,  according  to  the  cir- 
cumstances, direct  an  issue,  or  allow 
an  action,  and,  if  need  be,  expedite 
the  proceedings,  the  injunction  being 
in  the  mean  time  continued.  But 
where  the  thing  sought  to  be  re- 
strained is  not  unavoidably  and  in  it- 
self noxious,  but  only  something 
which    may,    according    to    circum- 


stances, prove  80,  the  court  will  re- 
fuse to  interfere  until  the  matter  has 
been  tried  at  law,  generally  by  an 
action,  though  in  particular  cases  an 
issue  may  be  directed  for  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  court,  where  an  action 
could  not  be  framed  so  as  to  meet  the 
question  ":  Earl  of  Ripon  v.  Hobart, 
3  Mylne  &  K.  169. 

•'  Learned  v.  Hunt,  63  Miss.  373; 
Kennerty  v.  Phosphate  Co.,  17  S.  C. 
411;  43  Am.  Rep.  607. 

"  Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  21  N.  J.  Eq. 
576;  Stanford  v.  Lyon,  37  N.  J.  Eq. 
94.  It  is  proper,  where  a  building  or 
works  are  being  erected  that  can  only 
be  used  for  a  purpose  that  is  unlawful, 
to  restrain  the  erection:  Cleveland  v. 
Citizens'  Gaslight  Co.,  20  N.  J.  Eq. 
201. 
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been  pronounced  a  nuisance  at  law,  where  the  business 
creates  an  unhealthful,  ofiensive,  and  dangerous  stench 
near  the  dwelling-house  of  the  complainant.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  bill  praying  abatement  of  a  nuisance 
consisting  of  fertilizer  works  alleged  that  they  emitted  sicken- 
ing odors,  and  that  the  gases  therefrom  injured  his  crops  and 
fruit-trees.  The  defendants  answered,  denying  injury,  and  aver- 
ring that  he  had  operated  the  works  over  two  years,  had  in- 
vested twenty  thousand  dollars  therein,  and  did  a  business  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  which  would  be  ruined  if  en- 
joined; but  admitted  that  a  process  lasting  not  over  twenty-four 
days  in  a  year  might  cause  annoyance  during  an  easterly  storm. 
Held,  that  a  preliminary  injunction  should  not  be  granted:  Sel- 
lers V.  Parvis  etc.  Co.,  30  Fed.  Rep.  164. 

§  2974.    When  Injunction  Granted  after  Verdict  at 

Law.  —  "After  the  right  has  been  established  at  law,  a 
court  of  chancery  will  not,  as  of  course,  interpose  by 
injunction.  It  will  consider  all  the  circumstances,  the 
consequences  of  such  action,  and  the  real  equity  of  the 
case.'"^  In  deciding  the  question  of  an  injunction,  after 
a  verdict  at  law,  the  court  will  consider  the  relative  loss 
to  either  party,  the  character  of  the  property  for  which 
protection  is  sought,  the  character  of  the  locality  in 
which  the  nuisance  exists,  and  whether  the  injury  is 
properly  compensable  in  damages.*  Where  the  damage 
is  snail,  or  merely  nominal,  yet  if  the  injury  is  of  a  con- 
tinuous nature,  so  as  to  operate  as  a  constantly  recurring 
grievance,  the  courts  will  restrain  it  to  avoid  a  multi- 
plicity of  actions;*  but  if  the  damage  is  small,  and  the 


1  Minke  v.  Hofeman,  87  111.  450;  29 
Am.  Rep.  63. 

^  Swayne,  J.,  in  Parker  v.  Catton 
Co.,  2  Black,  553. 

» Curtis  V.  Winslow,  38  Vt.  690; 
Sprague  v.  Rhodes,  4  R.  I.  301. 

*  Corning  v.  Troy  Iron  and  Nail  Fac- 
tory, 40  N.  Y.  191;  Wood  v.  Sutcliflfe, 
8  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  217;  Coulaon  v.  White, 
3  Atk.  21;  Woodw.  Waud,  18  Jur.  472; 
Attorney-General  v.  Nichol,  10  Vea. 
338;  Elinbirst  v.  Spencer,  2  Macn.  & 


G.  45;  Ripon  v,  Hobart,  3  Mylne  &  K. 
178;  Parker  v.  Lake  Co.,  2  Blackf. 
545;  Norria  v.  Hill,  1  Mich.  202;  Clack 
V.  White,  2  Swan,  540;  Milhau  v. 
Sharp,  28  Barb.  228;  Bemis  v.  Upham, 
13  Pick.  171;  Hay  den  v.  Tucker,  37 
Mo.  214;  Wilson  V.  Townsend,  1  Drew. 
&  S.  327;  Attorney-General  v.  Shef- 
field Gas  Co.,  3  De  Gex,  M.  &  G.  319; 
Carlisle  v.  Cooper,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  570; 
Holsinan  v.  Boiling  Spring  Co.,  14 
N.  J.  Eq.  335. 
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injury  only  occasional,  accidental,  rather  than  a  prob- 
able and  necessary  consequence,  an  injunction  will  be 
denied.*  It  is  not  the  duty  of  a  court  to  make  provision 
in  its  final  judgment  for  a  reopening  or  renewal  of  a 
controversy  which  it  closes  by  its  judgment.  Therefore, 
where  it  was  adjudged  that  a  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a 
perpetual  injunction  restraining  certain  acts  of  defend- 
ant which  amounted  to  a  nuisance,  it  was  erroneous  for 
the  court  to  provide  in  its  judgment  for  the  annulling 
and  setting  aside  of  the  decree  when  it  should  appear 
that  defendant  had  provided  means  for  abating  such 
nuisance.''  A  court  of  equity  may  enjoin  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  nuisance  in  spite  of  the  previous  acquittal  of 
its  promoter  upon  an  indictment  therefor.' 


§  2975.  Rights  by  Prescription — Public  Nuisance — 
Private  Nuisance. —  A  right  to  maintain  a  public  nui- 
sance cannot  be  obtained  by  prescription.''  An  adverse 
user  which  is  known  to  have  originated  without  right 
within  the  memory  of  persons  now  living  will  not,  alone 
and  of  itself,  legitimate  a  public  nuisance,  or  bar  the 


»  Wood  V.  Sutcliffe,  8  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
217. 

"  People  V.  Gold  Run  etc.  Co.,  66 
Cal.  155. 

>  Minke  v.  Hofeman.  87  III.  450;  29 
Am.  Rep.  6.3. 

*  Rhodes  v.  Whitehead,  27  Tex.  304; 
84  Am.  Dec.  631 ;  Rung  v.  Shoneberger, 
3  Watts,  23;  26  Am.  Dec.  95;  Dyj^rr^ 
V.  Schenck,  23  Wend.  445;  35  Am 
Dec.  575;  Lewis  v.  Stein,  16  Ah.  214; 
60  Am.  Dec.  177;  Wright  v.  Moore  38 
Ala.  593;  82  Am.  Dec.  731;  Pcti-.n  ;. 
Johnson,  56  Ind.  139;  Mills  v.  Hali,  9 
Wend.  315;  24  Am.  Dec.  160;  the  court 
saying:  "There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
prescriptive  right,  or  any  other  right, 
to  maintain  a  public  nuisance.  Ad- 
mitting that  the  defendant's  dam  has 
been  erected  and  maintained  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  that  during  the 
whole  of  that  period  it  has  rendered 
the  adjacent  country  unhealthy,  such 


length  of  time  can  be  no  defense  to  a 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  public  to 
abate  it,  or  to  an  action  by  any  individ- 
ual for  the  special  and  peculiar  injury 
which  he  may  have  suffered  from  it.  If 
defendants  have,  for  twenty  years,  been 

{)ermitted  to  overflow  the  plaintiff's 
and  with  their  mill-dam,  so  far  as  the 
injury  to  the  land  is  concerned,  they 
have,  by  that  length  of  possession,  ac- 
quired a  right  to  use  it  in  that  manner, 
and  are  not  responsible  'n  damages  to 
the  plaintiff.  So  a  man  may  overflow 
his  own  land;  if  such  overflow  spreads 
disease  and  death  through  the  neigh- 
borhood, it  may  be  abated,  and  he  must 
respond  in  damages  for  the  special  in- 
jury which  any  individual  may  have 
sustained  from  it,  and  it  would  seem 
to  be  very  absurd  to  contend  that  the 
defendants,  in  a  case  like  this,  would 
have  greater  rights  or  immunities." 


*    •    •  •  . 
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public  of  their  rights.'     But  a  riglit  to  muintain  a  private 
nuisance  may  be  obtained  by  prescription.' 

§2976.  Who  may  Sue.— Every  person  who  suffers 
actual  damage,  direct  or  consequential,  from  a  nuisance 
may  sue  for  his  pariicular  injury.'  If  the  injury  com- 
plained of  is  to  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  property, 
by  smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisoinu  smells,  noise,  or 
the  interruption  of  any  easement  or  right  incident  to  the 
estate,  and  affecting  its  present  use  or  enjoyment,  the 
tenant  may  maintain  an  action  in  his  own  name,  and  he 
need  not  allege  or  prove  any  title  in  himself  to  the  prop- 
erty, beyond  that  of  bare  possession.*  When  the  nuisance 
is  of  a  permanant  character,  or  produces  a  permanent  in- 
jury to  the  estate,  the  reversioner  may  maintain  an  action 
therefor.*  If  the  nuisance  is  not  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter, or  does  not  produce  a  permanent  injury  to  the 
property,  the  owner  of  the  fee,  as  a  general  rule,  cannot 
maintain  an  action,  when  the  property  or  estate  is  in  the 
possession  of  a  tenant  under  a  lease  for  a  term,  whether 
long  or  short."  But  if,  in  consequence  of  the  nuisance, 
the  landlord  is  prevented  from  renting  his  premises,^  or 
if  he  is  compelled  to  rent  them  at  a  less  price  than  he 
could  but  for  the  existence  of  the  nuisance,*  or  if  the 
actual  value  of  the  property  is  thereby  impaired,  or  if  the 


»  state  V.  Franklia  Falla  Co.,  49 
N.  H.  210;  6  Am.  Kop.  513. 

'  Dana  v.  Valoutiuc,  5  Met.  8; 
Campbell  v.  Seaman,  G3  N.  Y.  5()8;  2U 
Am.  Rep.  5G7;  Mills  v.  Hall,  9  Wen<l. 
315;  24  Am.  Dec.  ItiU.  See  aUo 
Vi^atercourses  —  Easements. 

•  Crommelin  v.  Coxe,  30  Ala.  318; 
68  Am.  Dec.  120.  Before  one  can  re- 
cover damages  for  a  nuisance,  he  must 
show  a  substantial  injury:  Stadlor  v. 
Grieben,  61  Wis.  500. 

♦  Villers  v.  Ball,  1  Show.  7;  Graham 
V.  Peat,  1  East,  244;  Simpson  v.  Sav- 
age, 1  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  347;  Mumford 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  1  Hurl.  &  N.  35.  A  bill 
in  equity  to  enjoin  a  nuisance  averred 
plaintiff  to  be  a  "  tenant  and  occupier  " 


of  the  land.  Held,  that  this  averment 
implied  a  tenancy  from  month  to 
month,  and  tluit  such  tenant  could 
not  maintain  such  an  action:  Clarke  v. 
Thatcher,  9  Mo.  App.  436. 

^  Grant  v.  Lyman,  4  Met.  477;  At- 
kins V.  Bordman,  2  Met.  409;  37  Am. 
Deo.  100;  Bolivar  Manufacturing  Co. 
V.  Neponsett  Mfg.  Co.,  16  Pick.  241. 

*  Simpson  v.  Savage,  1  Com.  B.,  N. 
S.,  347;  Metropolitan  Association  v. 
Petch,  5  Com.  B.,  N.  S.,  504;  Jackson 
V.  Pesked,  1  Maule  &  S.  234;  Brown  v. 
Mallett,  5  Com.  B.  599. 

'  Potter  V.  Froment,  47  Cal.  165. 

«  Ross  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  294; 
97  Am.  Dec.  654;  Francis  «.  Schoell- 
kopf,  53  N.  Y.  154. 
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nuisance  is  of  such  a  character  and  the  situation  of  the 
parties  are  such  that  if  the  right  is  not  asserted  a  servitude 
will  he  imposed  upon  the  estate,  the  landlord  may  hring 
an  action  for  the  injury  to  the  estate.^  Tenants  in  com- 
mon may  join  in  an  action  for  a  nuisance  affecting  their 
estate,^  but  persons  having  distinct  interests  affected  by 
the  same  nuisance  must  bring  separate  actions.*  But  the 
joinder  of  several  persons  in  a  bill  to  restrain  a  nuisance 
is  permissible  when  such  nuisance  is  a  common  injury  to 
their  several  tenements.'*  Several  persons  may  unite  as 
plaintiffs,  although  they  are  the  owners  of  different,  but 
adjacent,  lots  and  buildings,  to  restrain  the  building  of  a 
street-railroad  not  authorized  by  the  city,  where  such 
threatened  injury  or  nuisance  is  common  to  all,  and  the 
injury  would  be  special  and  peculiar  to  the  plaintiffs,  in- 
dependent of  and  different  from  the  general  injury  to  the 
public.^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  nuisance  was  created  near  a  house, 
whereby  the  house  was  made  unwholesome  and  the  tenant's 
wile  sick.  Held,  that,  although  the  tenant  had  a  right  of  action 
therefor,  and  could  recover  damages  for  the  injury  to  his  wife's 
health,  yet  such  action  accrued  to  him  solely  as  occupier  of  the 
house,  and  therefore  that  after  his  death  the  wife  could  main- 
tain no  action:  Ellis  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  63  Mo.  131;  21  Am.  Rep. 
436, 


§  2977.    Who    Liable  —  Erector    and    Oontinuer.  —  A 

person  ^^recting  a  nuisance  continues  liable  as  long  as  it 
exists,  and  cannot  divest  himself  of  such  liability   by 


'  Tucker  v.  Newman,  11  Ad.  &  E. 
40. 

■■'  Backhouse  v.  Bonomi,  9  H.  L.  Cap 
503;  Ludlow  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Lang.  128; 
Smith  V.  Thackerah,  L.  R.  1  Com.  P. 
564;   Webb  v.  Bird,  13  Com.  B.,  N.  S.. 
843. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  966;  Dema- 
rest  V.  Hardham,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  469; 
Tate  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ind.  174;  71 
Am.  Dec.  309. 

*  Murray  v.  Hay,  1  Barb.  Cb.  69;  43 


Am.  Dec.  773;  Demarest  v.  Hardham, 
34  N.  J.  Eq.  467;  Watertown  v.  Cowen, 
4  Paige,  510;  27  Am.  Dec.  80;  Brady 
V.  Weeks,  3  Barb.  157;  Peck  v.  Elder, 
3  Sand.  126.  Several  owners  whose 
property  is  affected  by  a  nuisance  may 
bring  a  joint  action  for  damages;  but 
can  recover  in  it  only  for  injury  com- 
mon to  the  property  of  all:  Grant  v. 
Schmidt,  22  Minn.  1. 

»  Atchison  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Nave,  38  Kan. 
744;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  800. 
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conveying  the  premises  to  another  person.*  But  this 
liability  ceases  with  his  death,  and  a  cause  of  action 
does  not  survive  against  his  legal  representatives  for 
damages  arising  from  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance 
subsequent  to  his  death.''  In  New  York  the  erector  is 
not  liable  where  the  premises  have  been  conveyed  by 
quitclaim  deed.'  So  it  is  held,  that,  in  order  to  make 
him  answerable  for  its  continuance  after  he  has  parted 
with  the  possession  of  the  lands,  it  must  appear  thai  he 
derives  some  benefit  from  its  continuance,  as  where  he 
has  demised  the  land  and  receives  rent  therefor,'*  or  has 
conveyed  the  premises  with  covenants  for  its  continu- 
ance.^ A  mere  conveyance  of  the  land  with  tlie  ordinary 
covenants  of  warranty  does  not  make  him  liable.^  The 
lessor  of  premises  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  busi- 
ness necessarily  injurious  to  the  adjacent  owners  is  liable 
as  the  author  of  the  nuisance.^ 


1  Cobb  V.  Smith,  .38  Wis.  21 ;  Jordan 
V.  Helwig,  1  Wils.  (Ind.)477;  Dorman 
V.  Ames,  12  Minn.  451;  Conhocton 
Stone  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  Barb.  '.idO; 
Curtice  v.  Thompson.  19  N.  H.  471; 
Plumer  v.  Harper,  3  N.  H.  88;  14  Am. 
Dec.  333;  Eastman  v.  Amoskeag  Co., 
44  N.  H.  143;  82  Am.  Dec.  201;  Staple 
V.  Spring,  10  Mass.  72;  Beavers  v. 
Trimmer,  25  N.  J.  L.  97;  Fish  v.  Dodge, 
4  Deuio,  311;  47  Am.  Dec.  254. 
"Surely  this  action  is  well  brought 
against  the  creator,  for  before  his 
assignment  over  he  was  liable  for  all 
consequential  damages,  and  it  shall 
ncc  be  in  his  power  to  discharge  him- 
self by  granting  it  over,  and  more 
especially  here,  where  he  grants  over, 
reserving  rent,  whereby  he  agrees 
with  the  grantee  that  the  nuisance 
should  continue,  and  has  a  recompense, 
viz.,  the  rent  for  the  same;  for  thereby, 
when  one  erects  a  nuisance,  and  grants 
it  over  in  that  manner,  he  is  a  contin- 
uer  with  an  interest":  Roswell  v. 
Prior,  12  Mod.  635.  See  note  to 
Plumer  v.  Harper,  3  N.  H.  88,  in  14 
Am.  Dec.  336-341. 

»  Sloggy  t>.  Dilworth,  38  Minn.  179;  8 
Am.  St.  Rep.  656.    On  the  death  of  the 


ancestor,  the  right  of  possession  is  in  the 
heir  or  devisee  until  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives assert  their  rights  and  take 
possession  by  virtue  of  the  statute. 
And  the  heir  or  other  person  succeed- 
ing to  the  possession  can  only  be  made 
liable  after  notice  and  request  to 
abate  a  nuisance  existing  on  the  prem- 
ises, unless,  with  knowledge  of  its 
character,  he  has  actively  interfered, 
or  contributed  to  injuries  resulting 
therefrom:  Sloggy  v.  Dilworth,  38 
Minn.  179;  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  65G. 

''  Waggoner  v.  Jermaiue,  3  Denio, 
306;  45  Am.  Dec.  475;  Hause  v.  Cow- 
ing, 1  Lana.  288. 

*  Mayor  v.  CunliflF,  2  N.  Y.  174. 

*  Waggoner  v.  Jermaine,  3  Denio, 
306;  45  Am.  Dec.  475;  Hause  v.  Cow- 
ing, 1  Lans.  288. 

*  Hanse  »'.  Cowing,  1  Lans.  288. 
But  see  Lolmiller  v.  Water  Co.,  51 
Wis.  083. 

'  Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Denio.  311;  47 
Am.  Dec.  254;  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3 
Barb.  1.57;  Kint  v.  McNeal,  1  Denio, 
436.  The  lessor  of  property  used  as  a 
licensed  bawdy-house  is  not  liable  for 
a  consequent  injury  to  the  adjoining 
proprietors,  unless  he  leased  it  know* 
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Tlie  continuer  of  a  nuisance  is  liable  as  well  as  the 
erector.'  A  party  in  whose  possession  and  control  a  rail- 
road is  placed,  with  power  to  continue  its  use,  is  equally 
liable  with  the  original  owner  for  a  nuisance  arising  from 
the  manner  of  its  construction.^  The  purchaser  of  a  re- 
versionary interest  in  real  estate  upon  which  a  nuisance 
exists,  and  of  which  he  has  full  knowledge,  and  who  there- 
after receives  the  rents  thereof  from  the  tenant  in  posses- 
sion, is  answerable  for  damages  arising  from  such  nuisance 
subsequent  to  his  purchase.'  The  action  lies  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  nuisance,  although  the  plaintiff  has  ac- 
cepted money  paid  into  court  in  full  satisfaction  of  the 
original  erection.*  It  is  no  defense  to  an  action  for  con- 
tinuing a  nuisance  on  the  land  of  a  stranger  that  the  de- 
fendant cannot  enter  to  abate  it  without  rendering  himself 
liable  to  the  owner  of  the  land.*  But  before  the  continuer 
can  be  sued,  he  must  be  notified  of  the  nuisance,  and  re- 
quested to  remove  it.*  To  render  a  party  liable  to  an  action 
for  damages  resulting  from  a  nuisance  upon  his  land, where 
the  nuisance  was  created  by  a  previous  owner  of  the  land 
before  the  conveyance  to  the  defendant,  the  proof  must 


ing  of  the  intended  use,  or  continued 
the  leasing  after  he  had  acquired 
knowledge  of  such  use,  and  knew  that 
it  had  become  a  nuisance,  notwith- 
standing the  license:  Givens  v.  Van 
Studdiford,  SO  Mo.  149;  5G  Am,  Rep. 
421. 

'  Brown  v.  Woodworth,  5  Barb.  650; 
Irvine  v.  Wood,  51  N.  Y.  224;  10  Am. 
Rep.  603;  Rogers  v,  Stewart,  5  Vt. 
215;  26  Am.  Dec.  296;  Staple  v.  Spring, 
10  Mass.  72;  Cobb  v.  Smith,  38  Wis. 
21;  riumer?-.  Harper,  3  N.  H.  88;  14 
Am.  Dec.  333;  Conhocton  Stone  Co.  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  52  Barb.  390;  Portland  v. 
Richardson,  54  Me.  46;  89  Am.  Dec. 
720;  Pillsbury  v.  Moore,  44  Me.  154; 
69  Am.  Dec.  91;  Beckley  v.  Skooh,  19 
Mo.  App.  95. 

»  Tate  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  64  Mo.  149. 

*  Pierce  v.  German  etc.  Savings  So- 
ciety, 72  Cal.  180;  I  Am.  St.  Rep.  45. 

*  Holmes  v.  Wilson,  10  Ad.  &  E.  503. 


"  Smith  V.  Elliott,  9  Pa.  St.  345; 
Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311;  47  Am. 
Dec.  254. 

"Grofl'r.  Ankenbrandt.  19  III.  App. 
148;  124  111.  51;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  342; 
Beavers  v.  Trimmer,  25  N.  J.  L.  97; 
Brown r.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  Y.  486;  Ray«. 
Sellers,  1  Duvall,  254;  Pierson  v.  Glean, 
14  N.  J.  L.  36;  25  Am.  Dec.  497;  Pills- 
bury  V.  Moore,  44  Me.  154;  69  Am. 
Dec.  91 ;  McDonough  v.  Oilman,  3  Al- 
len, 264;  80  Am.  Dec.  72;  Waller  v. 
Wicomico  Co.,  35  Md.  285;  Nichols  v. 
Boston,  98  Mass.  37;  Morris  Canal  Co. 
V.  Ryerson,  27  N.  J.  L.  457;  Pickett 
V.  Condon,  18  Md.  412;  Hubbard  v. 
Russell,  24  Barb.  404;  Caldwell  v. 
Gale,  11  Mich.  77;  Crommelin  v.  Coxe, 
30  Ala.  318;  68  Am.  Dec.  120;  Pen- 
ruddock's  Case,  6  Coke,  100;  Winsmore 
V.  Greenbank.  Willea.  583;  Woodman 
V.  Tufts,  9N.  H.  92;  Johnson  v.  Lewis, 
13  Conn.  303;  33  Am.  Dec.  405. 
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Pa.  St.  345; 
311;  47  Am. 


show  notice  to,  or  knowledge  on  the  part  of,  the  defendant 
of  the  existence  of  the  nuisance.  Proof  of  the  mere  con- 
tinuance of  the  nuisance  on  the  land  of  the  defendant, 
without  such  knowledge  or  notice  of  its  existence  as  to 
charge  him  with  fault  for  such  continuance,  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  maintain  the  action.'  But  to  maintain  an  action 
against  a  lessee  for  continuing  a  nuisance  hegun  hy  his 
lessor  before  the  lease,  it  is  sufficient  that  the  lessee  knew  of 
the  existence  of  the  nuisance.''  If  one  purchase  land  from 
another,  on  which  the  vendor  has  erected  or  maintained 
a  nuisance,  while  not  liable  for  the  erection  of  the  nui- 
sance, he  is  liable,  after  knowledge  thereof,  for  all  dam- 
ages sustained  by  another.  But  if  a  former  owner  has 
erected  a  nuisance  on  land  not  his  own,  one  purchasing 
from  him  is  not  liable,  either  for  the  erection  or  mainte- 
nance of  such  nuisance.' 

Where  the  grantee  continues  and  uses  that  which  in 
its  erection  is  a  nuisance,  no  notice  or  previous  request 
is  necessary.*  Where  the  nuisance  results  from  the  use, 
rather  than  from  the  erection  itself,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
allege  who  erected  it,  or  that  notice  had  been  given  to  re- 
move it.'  Neither  is  notice  necessary  where  a  grantee  or 
even  a  tenant  for  years  restores  a  structure  which  is  in 
itself  a  nuisance, —  as  an  obstruction  in  a  highway, — and 
which  has  been  abated,  although  the  structure  existed 
before  his  tenancy.  But  merely  refitting  it  after  it  has 
been  injured,  but  not  abated,  is  held  not  to  be  such  an  act 
us  dispenses  with  notice.'  Mere  complaints  and  attempts 
forcibly  to  abate  the  nuisance  are  not  equivalent  to  the 
direct  and  unequivocal  notice  which  the  law  requires.' 
The  continuer  of  a  nuisance  waives  his  right  to  insist 
upon  the  notice  preliminary  to  suit,  when  he  joins  in  an 


'  Conhocton  Stone  Road  v.  R.  R.Co., 
61  N.  Y.  573;  10  Am.  Rep.  64G. 

»  Dickson  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  71  Mo.  575. 

»  Way  laud  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  75  Mo.  548. 

*  Morris  Caual  Co.  v.  Kyeison,  27 
N.  J.  L.  457. 

804 


*  Beavers  r.  Trimmer,  25  N.  J.  L. 
97. 

•  McDonough  v.   Oilman,  3  Allen, 
264;  80  Am.  Dec.  72. 

'  McDonongh  v.   Oilman,  3  Allen, 
264;  80  Am.  Dec.  72. 
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answer  with  one  who  cannot  claim  it,  and  distinctly  bases 
his  defense  solely  upon  grounds  other  than  the  want 
of  notice.'  The  notice  is  good  if  left  on  the  premises, 
and  need  not  be  given  personally;  one  notice  binds  all 
future  occupiers.^  The  remedy  is  concurrent.  If  the 
owner  of  land  on  which  a  nuisance  is  created  lets  the 
land,  or  if  a  tenant,  after  creating  a  nuisance,  underlets, 
and  the  nuisance  is  continued,  an  action  lies  at  the  option 
of  the  party  injured,  against  either  landlord  or  tenant.' 
For  continuing  a  nuisance,  lessor,  assignees  of  lease,  les- 
sees, and  sublessees  are  jointly  liable.*  There  can  be  but 
one  action  for  the  erection  of  a  nuisance.  All  subsequent 
actions  must  be  for  the  continuance  of  the  same  nuisance, 
and  the  damages  recoverable  are  simply  those  which  have 
arisen  between  the  actions.'  In  an  action  of  nuisance 
against  several  acting  independently  in  polluting  a  stream 
by  the  discharge  of  sewage  from  the  premises  of  each, 
each  is  liable  only  to  the  extent  of  the  separate  injury 
committed  by  him." 

Illustrations. — More  than  twenty  years  before  suit  was 
brought  the  defendant  had  constructed  a  sewer  or  watercourse 
through  property  owned  and  occupied  by  him.  In  1845,  he  let 
a  house,  shop,  and  cellar  to  the  plaintiff  (which  he  had  pre- 
viously occupied  with  the  property).  In  1851  the  watercourse 
burst,  damaging  the  plaintiff's  cellar  and  goods.  In  an  action 
for  negligently  and  improperly  constructing  the  sewer,  and 
keeping  and  continuing  it  in  that  state,  the  jury  found  that  it 
was  not  originally  constructed  with  proper  care,  and  it  was 
proved  that  it  had  been  continued  in  the  same  state.  Held,  the 
action  was  maintainable:  Alston  v.  Grant,  24  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
122.  The  owner  of  land  laid  it  off  into  lots  and  streets,  sewered 
the  streets,  and  sold  the  lots  with  an  easement  in  the  sewers, 
retaining  no  control.  The  grantees  and  others  connected  their 
premises  with  the  sewers,  and  thus  created  a  nuisance.  Held, 
that  the  grantor  was  not  liable  therefor:  Moore  v.  Langdon,  2 
Mackey,  127;  47  Am.  Rep.  262.     Defendant,  being  the  owner 


1  Bartlett  v.  Siman,  24  Minn.  248. 

'*  Salmon  v.  Benaley,  Ry.  &  M.  189. 

»Rex  t».  Pedly,  1  Ad.  &  E.  822; 
Staple  V.  Spring,  10  Mass.  72;  Pluiner 
V.  Harper,  3N.  U.  8S;  14  Am.  Dec.  333. 


♦  Rogers  v.  Stewart,  6  Vt.  215;  26 
Am.  Dec.  296. 

*  Staple  V.  Spring,  10  Masa.  72. 
"Chipman  v.  Palmer,  77  N.  Y.  51; 

33  Am.  Rep.  566. 
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ofland  on  which  was  a  kiln  for  drying  lumber,  leased  the  same, 
knowing  that  the  kiln  would  be  used  by  the  lessee  for  drying 
lumber,  and  knowing,  or  having  reason  to  know,  that  such  use 
would  be  dangerous  to  pluintilf's  adjoining  property.  ITeld, 
that  defendant  was  liable  to  plaintiff  for  injury  occasioned  to 
his  adjoining  property  by  the  kiln:  Helwig  v.  Jordan,  53  Ind. 
21;  21  Am.  Rep.  189. 

§  2978.  Damages.  —  The  actual  damage  sustained  is  in 
general  the  limit  of  recovery  in  cases  of  nuisance/  and 
what  these  damages  are  is  a  question  for  the  jury.'  The 
damage  need  not  be  direct;  it  is  sufficient  if  it  is  conse- 
quential.' Where  a  nuisance  is  proved,  the  law  imports 
damage,  and  nominal  damages  are  recoverable  without 
proof.*  Where  the  damages  are  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter, and  go  to  the  entire  value  of  the  estate  affected  by 
the  nuisance,  a  recovery  may  be  had  of  the  entire  dam- 
ages in  one  action.*  Where  the  nuisance  is  not  necessarily 
a  permanent  one,  but  may  be  abated  at  any  time  by  the 
defendants,  the  measure  of  damages  is  a  depreciation  of 
rental  value  while  the  nuisance  existed."  One  is  entitled 
to  damages  for  continuance  of  a  nuisance,  established  by 
a  former  verdict  and  judgment,  although  the  continuance 
of  the  obstructions  causing  the  nuisance  did  not  materially 
injure  him.'  Whenever  a  nuisance  is  of  such  a  character 
that  its  continuance  is  necessarily  an  injury,  and  when  it 
is  of  a  permanent  character  that  will  continue  without 
change  from  any  cause  but  human  labor,  then  the  damage 


'Thayer  ».  Brooks,  10  Ohio,  161; 
Luther  v.  Winnisimmet  Co.,  9  Cush. 
171;  Francis  v.  Schoelpkopf,  5.3  N.  Y. 


*  Freudestein  v.  Heine,  6  Mo.  App. 
287. 

*  Troy  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  23  N.  H.  101; 


152;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sand.  126;  Dana    55  Am.  Dec.  177;  Cheshire  Turnpike 


1.  Valentine,  5  Met.  8;  Wesson  v. 
Iron  Co.,  13  Allen,  95;  90  Am.  Dec. 
181;  Thayer  v.  Brooks,  17  Ohio,  489; 
}9  Am.  Dec.  474;  Shaw  v.  Cuminsky, 
"Pick.  76;  Hatch  v.  Dwight,  17  Mass. 
!;89;  9  Am.  Dec.  145;  McKuight  v. 
Ratcliffe,  44  Pa.  St.  156. 


Co.  V.  Stevens,  13  N.  H.  28;  Parks  v. 
City  of  Boston,  15  Pick.  198;  Blunt  v. 
McCormick,  3  Denio,  283;  Thayer  v. 
Brooks,  17  Ohio,  489;  49  Am.  Dec. 
474;  Anonymous,  4  Dall.  147;  Powers 
V.  Council  Bluffs,  45  Iowa,  652;  24 
Am.    Rep.    792;    Bizer    v.    Ottumwa 


»  Pierce  v.  Dart,  7  Cow.  609;  O'Mara    Works,  70  Iowa,  145. 


t.R.  R.  Co.,  38  N.  Y.  445;  98  Am. 
I)eo.  61;  Frank  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  La. 
Aim.  25;  Pike  v.  Doyle,  19  La.  Ann.  302. 
Huglies  V.  Huiser,  1  Biuu.  403;  2 
Am.  Dec.  459. 


«  Shively  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  74  Iowa,  169; 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  471. 

'  Ellis  V.  American  Academy,  120 
Pa.  St.  608;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  739. 
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is  an  original  damage,  and  may  be  at  once  fully  compen- 
sated;  and  the  statute  of  limitations  begins  at  once  to  run 
on  an  action  for  damages.*  Where  the  extent  of  a  wrong 
may  be  apportioned  from  time  to  time,  and  does  not  go 
to  the  entire  destruction  of  the  estate,  or  its  beneficial  use, 
separate  actions  must  be  brought  to  recover  the  damages 
sustained.'' 

Where  the  owner  of  the  premises  occupies  them,  the 
measure  of  damages  is  the  extent  of  the  damage  he  per- 
sonally suffers,  together  with  the  injury  to  the  value  of 
his  property.'  But  the  rental  value  cannot  be  considered 
or  Hven  in  evidence.*  When  the  premises  are  in  the 
p,  !.  i^n  of  tenants,  the  ow^ner  cannot  recover,  unless 
tLeic  ji  an  actual  injury  to  the  reversion.'  If  the  preni- 
isps,  because  of  the  nuisance,  cannot  be  rented,  the  meas- 
ure oi  ^an  •  , .  is  the  difference  between  the  rental  value 
if  no  nuisance  existed,  and  the  rental  value  with  the  nui- 
sance there.'  If  the  premises  are  not  let  at  all,  but  have 
a  dwelling  upon  them  which  is  unoccupied  in  consequence 
of  the  nuisance,  the  entire  rental  value  is  the  measure.' 
Where  there  are  no  buildings  upon  the  premises,  but  the 
land  is  laid  out  into  building-lots,  which  by  reason  of  the 
nuisance  are  reduced  in  value,  a  recovery  may  be  had 
for  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the  lots  with  the 
nuisance  there  and  their  value  if  no  nuisance  existed.^ 


'  Powers  V.  Council  Bluffs,  45  Iowa, 
652;  24  Am.  Rep.  792. 

'Plumer  v.  Harper,  3  N.  H.  88; 
14  Am.  Dec.  333;  Cheshire  Turnpike 
Co.  V.  Stevens,  13  N.  H.  28.  Where  a 
railroad  company  builds  its  tracks  along 
a  street,  and  improperly  allows  cars  to 
remain  on  the  track  and  obstruct  in- 
gress, eacli  day's  continuance  of  the  ob- 
struction gives  a  new  cause  of  action  in 
favor  of  an  abutting  lot-owner:  Fninkle 
V.  Jackson,  30  Fed.  Rep.  398.  A  new 
action  may  be  brought  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  nuisance  while  the  first 
is  pending,  and  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant in  the  second  action  will  con- 
clude the  plaintiff  in  the  first:  Hazel- 
tiue  V.  Case,  46  Wis.  391. 


»  Walter  t>.  Selfe,  4  De  Gex  &  S.  32.3; 
Blandmore  v.  Tredwell,  7  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
207. 

*  Potter  ».  Fremont,  47  Cal.  165. 

*  Rich  V.  Basterfield,  2  Car.  &  K. 
257;  Simpson  v.  Savage,  37  Eng.  L.  & 
Eq.  374;  Bennett  v.  Thompson,  37  Eng. 
L.  &  Eq.  51. 

«  Houijhton  V.  Bankard,  3  L.  T.,  N. 
S.,  2(56;  Francis  v.  Schoellkopf,  53  N.Y. 
152;  Wiel  v.  Stewart,  19  Hun,  272; 
Givens  v.  Van  Studdiford,  4  Mo.  App. 
498. 

'  Houghton  V.  Bankard,  3  L.  T.,  N. 
S.,  266. 

8  Peck  V.  Elder,  3  Sand.  126;  Dana 
V.  Valentine,  6  Met.  8. 
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IrJATSTBATioNS.  —  Plaintiff  kept  a  boarding-house,  and  de- 
fendants manufactured  soap  in  a  laundry  near  by,  and  dis- 
charged the  foul  water  therefrom  so  that  it  ran  under  plain- 
tiff's building  and  produced  offensive  stenches,  so  that  the 
plaintiff's  boarders  left.  Held,  that  plaintiff's  recovery  must 
he  restricted  to  the  difference  between  the  rental  value  of  the 
premises  without  the  nuisance,  and  its  rental  value  with  it,  and 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  boarders  having  left  because  of 
the  nuisance  could  not  be  considered:  Wiel  v.  Stewart,  19  Hun, 
272.  Stones  were  thrown  against  plaintiff's  shop  by  a  blast 
carelessly  set  off  by  a  contractor  employed  on  a  neighboring 
public  work,  and  his  workmen  left  his  shop  in  fear,  and  his  busi- 
iioss  was  consequently  suspended.  Held,  that  he  might  recover 
for  the  interruption  of  his  business,  and  the  measure  of  damages 
was  the  value  of  the  work  thus  prevented  from  being  done: 
Hunter  v.  Farren,  127  Mass.  481;  34  Am.  Rep.  423. 

§  2979.  Exemplary  Damages. — Where  the  nuisance  is 
continued  after  a  verdict,  exemplary  damages  are  recover- 
able, and  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  abating  the  nui- 
sance.^ Damages  such  as  will  punish  defendant,  and  com- 
pel him  to  abate  the  nuisance,  are  bound  to  be  awarded  to 
the  plaintiff  in  a  suit  for  the  continuance  of  the  nuisance 
after  a  recovery  in  a  former  action,  notwithstanding  the 
erection  complained  of  was  of  great  value  to  the  defend- 
ant, and  the  injury  to  the  plaintiff  was  insignificant.'' 


§  2980.  Illustrations  of  Nuisances.  —  The  following 
have  been  decided  in  particular  cases  to  constitute  private 
nuisances,'  viz.:  Keeping   gunpowder  in  quantities  in  a 


'  Bradley  v.  Annis,  2  Hayw.  (N.  C. ) 
371;  New  Orleans  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Stat- 
ham,  42  Miss.  607;  97  Am.  Dec.  478; 
Ellis  V.  American  Academy,  120  Pa. 
St.  G08;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  7:W. 

-  McCoy  V.  Dauley,  20  Pa.  St.  85; 
57  Am.  Dec.  681. 

^  The  following  among  others  are 
helil  to  be  public  nuisances,  viz. :    A 

fublic  gaming-house:  United  States  v, 
smenard,  1  Cranch  C.  C.  150;  Stater. 
Doon,  R.  M.  Charlt.  1.  A  bowling-alley, 
kept  for  gain  and  common  use,  where 
great  noises  are  made  at  night,  to  the 
diaturbauce  of  the  neighborhood:  State 


r.  Haines.  30  Me.  65;  Tanner  v.  Albion, 
5  Hill,  121 ;  40  Am.  Dec.  337.  Making 
great  noise,  clamor,  and  outcry  in  the 
public  streets,  by  which  people  are 
drawn  tojjether  and  the  highway  ob- 
structed: Commonwealth  i'.  Spratt,  14 
Phila.  365.  A  liquor-store  in  a  town,  in 
and  about  which  dis.solute  persons  are 
permitted  to  remain  at  nifjht  and  in  the 
daytime,  drinking,  tippling,  and  ca- 
rousing: State  V.  Bertheol,  6  Blackf. 
474;  39  Am.  Dec.  442;  Bloomhufif  v. 
State,  8  Blackf.  205;  Stater.  Buckley, 
5  Harr.  (Del.)  508;  People  v.  Cutler, 
28  Hun,  465;  Hackney  «■  State,  8  Ind. 
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wooden  building  near  dwellings;*  or  upon  private  prem- 
ises, when  in  case  of  explosion  it  would  be  liable  to  injure 
the  persons  or  property  of  those  residing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, although  it  should  be  carefully  stored  or  kept;^  u 
pest-house  in  a  city;'  burying  a  dead   cow  on  adjacent 


494.  Keeping  of  a  house  in  which 
oti'unsud  puuisliable  by  tine  are  prac- 
ticed, aa  a  bawdy-house:  Smith  v. 
Coiniiion wealth,  ti  H.  Mon.  21;  State 
V.  Bailey,  21  N.  U.  343.  Selling 
unwholesome  provisions,  not  tit  to 
be  eate'i  by  man:  State  r.  Smith, 
3  Hawks,  378;  14  Am.  Dec.  594.  Pro- 
fane cursing  and  swearing  in  public: 
State  V.  Graham,  3  Sueed,  134;  State 
V.  C'hrisp,  85  N.  C.  528;  39  Am.  Rep. 
713;  State  v.  Powell,  70  N.  C,  67. 
Spring-guns,  although  justifiably 
placed  to  protect  life  or  property,  if 
they  cause  actual  danger  to  passers-by 
in  the  street:  State  v.  Moore,  31 
Conn.  479;  83  Am.  Dec.  159.  Any 
erection  in  a  public  river:  People  v. 
Vanderbilt,  26  N.  Y.  287,  298;  25 
How.  Pr.  139;  24  How.  Pr.  301.  The 
occupation  of  a  street  by  railroad 
tracks:  Attorney-General  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  10  Phila.  352.  Leaving  of  a 
band-car  on  a  public  road,  at  a  rail- 
road crossing,  and  hanging  buckets 
and  clothint;  thereon,  whereby  the 
road  was  obstructed  and  horses  fright- 
ened: Cincinnati  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Com- 
monwealth, 80  Ky.  137.  Crossing  a 
turnpike  by  trains,  at  the  rate  of  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  miles  an  hour,  with- 
out warning:  Louisville  etc.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Commonwealth,  80  Ky.  143; 
44  Am.  Rep.  408.  Keeping  the 
iron  rails  of  a  railroad  six  or  eight 
inches  above  the  level  of  the  highway 
at  a  public  crossing:  Faducah  etc.K.  R. 
Co.  V.  Commonwealth,  80  Ky.  147. 
Erecting  a  market-house  in  the  center 
of  a  street  or  highway  of  a  city  by  a 
city  corporation,  whicli  interferes  with 
a  commodious  passage  through  sucli 
street:  State  v.  Mobile,  5  Port.  27!); 
30  Am.  Deo.  564.  The  publication  of 
an  advertisement  calculated  to  alarm 
the  public  mind  unnecessarily:  State 
V,  Cassidy,  6  Phila.  82.  A  fruit-stand, 
a  permanent  structure,  materially  en- 
croaching on  a  sidewalk  of  a  public 
■treet  iu  a  thickly  inhabited  part  of 


the  city:  State  v.  Bordetta,  73  Imi. 
185;  38  Am.  Rep.  117.  A  bay-win- 
dow in  the  second  story  of  a  housu, 
sixteen  feet  above  the  sidewalk,  aiul 
projecting  three  and  one  half  feet  be- 
yond the  building  line:  Reimer's  A[i- 
peal,  100  Pa.  St.  182;  45  Am.  Rup, 
373.  The  attorney-general  canii')fc 
maintain  an  action  to  restrain  the 
prosecution  of  actions  arising  out  of 
controversies  between  different  claim- 
ants of  the  directorship  or  manage- 
ment of  a  railroad  corporation,  for 
cancellation  of  stock,  to  restrain  town 
commissioners  from  voting  on  stock, 
those  claiming  to  be  directors  from 
acting  as  such,  etc.,  in  which  actions 
injunctions  have  been  issued  and  re- 
ceivers appointed,  and  which  have 
given  rise  to  conflict  of  authority  be- 
tween public  ofScers  in  the  attempted 
execution  of  contiicting  processes  from 
different  judicial  officers,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  endanger  the  public  peace. 
Such  proceedings,  and  the  disorders 
arising  therefrom,  do  not  constitute  a 
public  nuisance;  People  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
5  Lans.  25;  57  N.  Y.  161.  But  com- 
pare  Crane  v.  McCoy,  1  Bon<l,  42'2. 
The  sale  of  adulterated  teas  will  not 
be  restrained  by  injunction  unless  it 
appears  to  threaten  serious  danger  to 
human  life  or  serious  detriment  to 
health:  Health  Dep't  of  New  York  r. 
Purdon,  99  N.  Y.  237;  52  Am.  Rep.  '2'.'. 

'  Myers  v.  Malcolm,  6  Hill,  41;  41 
Am.  Dec.  744;  Heeg  i;.  Licht,  80  N. 
Y.  579;  36  Am.  Rep.  654;  Emory  r. 
Hazard  Powder  Co.,  22  S.  C.  47ij;  53 
Am.  Rep.  730;  Bradley  v.  Peo[ilc,  oii 
Barb.  73;  Clieatham  v.  Shearou,  1 
Swan,  213;  55  Am.  Dec.  754. 

»  Heeg  I'.  Licht,  80  N.  Y.  579;  36 
Am.  Rep.  654. 

*  Haag  V,  Vanderburgh  Co.,  60  Iml. 
511;  28  Am.  Rep.  654.  A  hospit;il  is 
not  priiiia  facie  or  per  He  a  nuisaiico, 
though  it  might,  under  some  circuiu- 
stances,  become  such:  Bessonies  tf. 
Indianapolis,  71  lud.  189. 
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premises;*  a  tomb  erected  on  the  defendant's  own  land;'' 
keeping  jacks  and  stallions  for  service  within  sight  of 
private  houses;'  the  bleating  of  calves  kept  overnight 
at  a  slaugliter-house,  to  be  slaughtered  in  the  morning, 
to  the  serious  annoyance  of  a  family  dwelling  near;*  a 
horse  at  large  on  a  highway;'  the  unauthorized  use  of 
premises  for  the  deposit  of  garbage;'  a  coal-hole  or 
other  unguarded  opening  in  a  sidewalk;'  the  placing  of 
skids  across  a  sidewalk  in  front  of  one's  premises;'  keep- 
ing or  storing  a  wagon  in  the  public  street  perpetually  or 
habitually;'  shutting  up  an  old  highway/"  or  obstructng 
any  highway;"  a  livery-stable  in  a  city,  erected  within 
sixty-five  feet  of  a  hotel ;'^  a  gate  erected  upon  an  exist- 
ing highway,  by  a  turnpike  corporation,  unless  specially 
authorized  by  the  legislature;^'  the  use  of  a  street  as  a 
market-place;"  the  erection  of  a  building  in  the  center 
of  a  street  sixty  feet  wide,  to  be  used  for  a  market  for 
meat,  fish,  etc.,  and  as  a  pound  for  confining  swine  and 
other  animals,  and  as  a  jail,  in  front  of  places  of  business 

^  Jarvia  v.  K.  R.  Co.,  26  Mo.  App.        *  Bishop  v.  Banks,  33  Conn.  118;  87 
253.  Am.  Dec.  197. 

*  Barnes  v.   Hathorn,  64   Me.    124.        ^Baldwin  v.  Ensign,  49  Conn.  113; 
A  burial-ground  near  dwellings  is  not    44  Am.  Rep.  205. 

«  Lowe  V.  Holbrook,  71  Ga.  563. 
'  Clifford  V.  Dam,  37  Hun,  391;  81 
N.  Y.  52;  Jennings  v.  Van  Schaick, 
108    N.    y.    530;    2    Am.    St.    Rep. 
459. 

*  Callanan  v.  Oilman,  67  How.    Pr. 
461;  107  N.  Y.  360;  1  Am.  St.  Rep. 
14.     Burying  dead    in  public  ceme-    831. 
teries  is    not  a  nuisance,  but  miglit        'Cohen  v.   New  York,  113  N.  Y. 
become  so  by  careless  and  improvident    532;  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  506. 
modes  of  interment:     Ellison  v.  Com-         *•  Allen  v.  Lyon,  2  Root,  213. 
inissioners,  5  Joues  Eq.  57;    75   Am.         ^'  Columbus  v.  Jaques,  .30  Ga.  506; 
Dec.  430.     Equity  will  grant  injunc-    Gerrish  r.  Brown,  51  Me.  256;  81  Am. 
tive  relief  wlieuever  it  can  be  clearly    Dec.  5G9;  Morton  v.  Moore,  15  Gray, 
proved  that  a  place  of  sepulture  is  so    573;  State  v.  Spainhour,  2  Dev.  &  B. 
situated  that  the  burial  of  the  dead    547;     State  v.    Mobley,    1    MoMiiU. 
there  will  endanger    life    or  health,     44;    State   t;.  Atkinson,   24  Vt.    448; 
either  by  corrupting  the  surrounding    Dimmett  v.  Eskridge,  6  Munf.  308. 
atmosphere   or  the  water  of  wells  or        '*  Coker  v.  Birge,  10  Ga.  336. 
springs:    Clark  v.  Lawrence,  6  Jones        "  Wales  v.  Stetson,  2  Mass.  143;  'i 
Kq.  83;  78  Am.  Dec.  241.  Am.  Dec.  39. 

»  Hayden  v.   Tucker,  37   Mo.    214;        "  McDonald  v.  Newark,   42  N.   J. 
Farrell  v.  Cook,  16  Neb.  483;  49  Am.     Eq.  136. 
Rep.  721. 


a  nuisance  per  se:  Monk  v.  Packard, 
71  Me.  309;  36  Am.  Rep.  315.  A 
private  burial-ground  near  dwellings 
is  not  necessarily  a  nuisance,  and  its 
use  can  only  be  enjoined  on  clear 
proof  of  probable  injury:  Kingsbury 
V.  Flowers,  65  Ala.  479;  39  Am.  Rep. 
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or  private  residence;*  a  brick  wall  which  projects  over 
an  adjoining  lot;^  tlie  cornice  of  a  building  which  pro- 
jects over  a  sidewalk  in  a  city,  and  which  is  being  con- 
structed in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  dangerous  to  persons 
using  the  sidewalk;'  the  unauthorized  construction  and 
use  of  a  spur-track  in  a  public  way  in  front  of  the  plain- 
tiff's premises;*  a  stage-coach  stopping  for  an  unreason- 
able  timeon  apublic  highway,  in  front  of  and  obstructing 
the  entrance  of  a  camp-meeting  ground;'  show-cases 
erected  by  a  shop-keeper  which  encroach  upon  the  side- 
walk and  injure  a  neighbor  by  having  his  show  windows 
out  off  from  view;®  a  Chinese  laundry  in  a  basement,  so 
conducted  as  to  injure  the  trade  of  a  tradesman  in  the 
next  story;  ^  renting  a  house  to  be  used  as  a  bawdy- 
Jiouse,  or  knowingly  allowing  it  to  be  so  used;'  a  .dwell- 
ing-house divided  into  small  apartments,  and  thickly 
inhabited.' 

And  the  following  have  been  held  not  nuisances,  viz.: 
Telegraph  or  telephone  poles  and  wires  in  a  public  street;'" 
the  working  of  a  city's  streets  by  hired  convicts;"  the  erec- 


^  Lutterloh  v.  Mayor  etc,  of  Cedar 
Keys,  15  Fla.  306. 

»  Meyer  v.  Metzler,  61  Cal.  142. 

'  Grove  v.  City  of  Fort  Wayne,  45 
Ind.  429.  But  see  Jenka  v.  Williams, 
115  Mass.  211. 

♦  Bell  V.  Edwards,  37  La.  Ann.  475. 

*  Turner  v.  Holtzman,  54  Md.  148; 
39  Am.  Rep.  361. 

•  People  V.  New  York,  18  Abb.  N. 
C.  123.  And  in  a  New  York  case, 
the  "Seven  Sutherland  Sisters"  were 
enjoined,  at  the  instance  of  one  sim- 
ilarly sustaining  special  damage,  from 
combing  their  hair  in  a  shop-window, 
crowds  thus  being  drawn  there,  to  the 
obstruction  of  access  to  plaiutiflf's 
store:  Elias  v.  Sutherland,  18  Abb. 
N.  C.  126.  The  approaches  to  A's 
store  and  the  sidewalks  were  blocked 
up  frequently  each  day  by  a  puppet- 
sliow  given  by  way  of  advertisement 
in  the  windows  of  B's  store,  opposite. 
Held,  that  an  injunction  should  be 
granted:    Jaques  v.  National  Exhibit 


Co.,  15  Abb.  N.  C.  250.    And  see  Gil- 
bert V.  Mickle,  4  Sand.  Ch.  357. 

'  Warwick  v.  Wah  Lee,  10  Phila. 
160. 

*  Givens  v.  Van  Stnddiford,  4  Mo. 
App.  498;  Marsan  v.  French,  61  Tex. 
173;  48  Am.  Rep.  272.  See  Anderson 
V.  Doty,  33  Hun,  160. 

•  Meeker  v.  Van  Rensselaer,  15 
Wend.  397. 

"  McCormick  v.  District  of  Colum- 
bia, 4  Mackey,  396;  54  Am.  Rep.  '285; 
Julia  Building  Ass'n  v.  Telephone  Co., 
88  Mo.  258;  57  Am.  Rep.  398;  Irwin 
V.  Great  Southern  Telephone  Co.,  37 
La.  Ann.  63.  A  telephone  company 
is  liable  for  an  injury  to  a  traveler 
caused  by  the  fall  of  wires  on  a  street, 
although  the  fall  was  occasioned  Ijy 
ice  produced  by  water  thrown  upon 
them  by  the  fire  department:  Nichols 
V.  City  of  Minneapolis,  33  Minn.  430; 
53  Am.  Rep.  56. 

ii  Ward  V.  Little  Rock,  41  Ark.  520; 
48  Am.  Rep.  46. 
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tion  of  a  jail;*  making  a  speech  in  a  public  street;'  a  lib- 
erty-i)ole  in  a  city  street;'  a  basement  staircase  opening  on 
a  sidewalk;*  a  platform  in  an  alley  at  the  rear  of  a  store;' 
the  temporary  moving  of  a  building  onto  the  sidewalk 
of  a  city  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  another  on  its  site;* 
a  pipe  discharging  water  from  the  roof  of  a  city  building 
u])on  the  sidewalk,  and  there  forniitig  ice,  but  not  itself 
extending  upon  the  sidewalk,  and  properly  constructed;^ 
shade-trees  standing  witb'u  the  curbing  of  the  sidewalk 
on  a  public  street;*  a  shootinrj-gallery  in  a  tent  in  a  city;' 
a  ditch  dug  in  a  street  to  lay  a  pipe  from  a  spring  to  a 
dwelling-house  by  municipal  authority;'"  the  business  of 
an  undertaker,  pursued  in  the  usual  way." 

When  a  statute  pronounces  saloons  in  which  intoxi- 
cating liquor  is  sold  nuisances,  and  provides  that  they 
may  be  shut  up  and  abated,  equity  will  not  enjoin  their 
maintenance.'^  The  owner  of  land  has  the  right  to  erect 
small,  cheap,  and  movable  tenement-houses  thereon  close 
to  the  line  of  an  adjacent  owner,  and  let  them  to  orderly 
colored  tenants,  although  his  avowed  purpose  is  to  punish 
the  adjacent  owner  for  refusing  to  sell  him  his  land  at  an 
inadequate  price,  and  to  compel  him  to  do  so." 

Illustrations.  —  Defendant  erected  in  his  house,  adjoining 
plaintiff's  premises,  a  cooking-range,  so  near  to  the  partition 
wall  that  the  ordinary  use  of  it  injured  plaintiff's  goods,  and 
rendered  his  premises  uncomfortable  and  disagreeable.  Held, 
that  the  use  of  the  range  was  a  nuisance,  and  that  an  action  on 
the  case  would  lie  against  the  defendant,  although  he  had  leased 


'  Burwell  v.  Vance  County  Comin'rs, 
93  N.  C.  73;  53  Am.  Kep.  454. 

•^  Fairbanks  v.  Kerr,  70  Pa.  St.  86; 
10  Am.  Rep.  6(54. 

^  City  of  Allegheny  v.  Ziinmorman, 
95  Pii.  St.  287;  40  Am.  Rep.  6'1). 

*  Everett  w.  Marquette,  53  Micli.  450. 

•'■  Baf,'ley  v.  People,  43  Mich.  355; 
38  Am^  Rep.  192. 

«  State  V.  Omaha,  14  Neb.  265;  45 
Am.  Rep.  108. 

■  Weiizlick  V.  McCotter,  87  N.  Y. 
122;  41  Am.  Rep.  358, 


•  Everett  v.  Council  BluflFs,  46  Iowa, 
66;  Graves  v.  Sliattuck,  35  N.  H.  :.'  >'> 
70  Am.  Dec.  536. 

»  Hubl)ell  V.  Viroqua,  67  Wis.  343 
58  Am.  Rep.  866. 

»"  Smith  V.  Simmons,  103  Pa.  St.  32 
49  Am.  Rep.  113. 

"  Westcott  V.  Middleton,  43  N.  J. 
Eq.  478. 

'^  State  V.  Crawford,  28  Kan.  726 
42  Am.  Rep.  182. 

"  Falloon  v.  Schilling,  29  Kan.  292 
44  Am.  Rep.  642. 
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the  prcniisos  containing  tlio  range  to  a  tenant,  who  huilt  the 
fires:  Grndi;  v.  Wolmer,  40  Ahv.  .".SI;  7  Am.  Uei).  593.  The 
fornico  of  a  building  standing  fifteen  feet  bncic  from  a  city 
street  needing  repairs,  a  scaft'old  was  erected  witli  proper  care, 
and  a  higli  wind  blew  a  plank  to  the  street,  striking  a  passer-by. 
Ifeld,  that  the  scaflbld  was  not  a  nuisance:  Heramer  v.  Wehh, 
101  N.  Y.  377;  64  Am.  Rep.  703.  Defendants  were  carrier  ♦' 
merchandise  in  a  city.  While  not  so  employed  tliey  w 
spend  their  time  with  their  horses  and  wagons  in  the  public 
street,  in  front  of  complainatit's  dwelling,  and  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  unpleasant  and  noxious  odors  were  created,  which 
were,  at  certain  times,  carried  into  the  dwelling  of  cotnphiiiuint, 
making  his  home  uncomfortable.  Held,  an  unlawful  use  of  a 
public  street,  and  that  complainant  was  entitled  to  the  aid  of  this 
court  because  he  suffered  special  injury,  and  that  his  motives 
in  filing  his  bill  or  in  prosecuting  his  suit  cannot  be  inquired 
into:  Lippincott  v.  Lasher,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  120. 

§  2981.  Right  to  Pure  Air  —  Limitations.  —  Every 
person  has  a  right  to  have  the  air  diffused  over  his  prem- 
ises in  its  natural  state,  free  from  all  artificial  impurities;* 
and  every  use  of  property  which  unwarrantably  interf^ 
with  that  right  is  an  actionable  nuisance."  But  this  r  ^ 
is  not  an  absolute  one;  it  must  give  way  to  some  extent 
to  the  necessities  of  society  and  business.  As  well  put  by 
Mr.  Wood,^  the  law  "does  not  recognize  every  business  or 
use  of  property  as  a  nuisance  that  imparts  a  degree  of 
impurity  to  the  air;  for  if  such  was  the  case,  towns  could 
not  be  built,  nor  life  in  compact  communities  be  tolerated, 
and  even  the  ordinary  uses  of  property  would  be  seri- 
ously interfered  with;  for  in  proportion  to  the  sparseness 
or  compactness  of  population  is  the  air  pure  or  impure. 
One  cannot  reasonably  occupy  a  dwelling-house  or  place 
of  business,  and  use  any  kind  of  fuel  therein,  without  im- 
parting more  or  less  of  impurity  to  the  atmosphere,  and 
in  proportion  as  these  are  aggregated  in  one  locality  are 


>  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
15;  Savile  v.  Kilner,  26  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
277. 

*  Tipping  V.  St.  Helens  Smelting  Co., 
4  Best  &  S.  1)08;  Duucan  v.  Huyes,  '22 


N.  J.  Eq.  26;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  57 
Pa.  St.  275;  98  Am.  Dec.  221;  Potts- 
town  Gas  Co.  V.  Murphy,  39  Pa.  St. 
257. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  577. 
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these  impurities  increased;  but  ns  those  are  nmong  the 
common  necessities  of  life,  and  absohitely  indisponsahlo 
to  its  rejisonuble  enjoyment,  the  hiw  does  not  recoirnizo 
them  us  being  uclionublo  interferences  with  the  rights  of 
others,  unless  exercised  in  an  unreiisonublo  munnor,  so 
as  to  inflict  injury  upon  anotlier  unnecessarily.'"  Hence 
the  question  as  to  what  degree  of  impurity  is  actionable, 
and  as  to  what  test  is  to  bo  applied,  becomes  a  somewhat 
difficult  one,  to  be  decided  ^<\  each  case  as  a  question  of 
fact.'  If  the  nuisance  iMteri'tires  with  the  enjoyment  of 
property,  it  must  be  such  as  renders  the  occupancy  of  the 
I)remisos  physically  uncomfortable  to  a  person  of  ordi- 
nary susceptibilities  for  the  purposes  to  which  the  occupier 
or  owner  chooses  to  devote  it.'  A  trade  or  occupation 
which  fills  the  air  with  dust,  to  the  injury  of  another,  is  a 
nuisance.* 

§2982.  Smoke — When  a  Nuisance.  —  Smoke  alone, 
and  unaccompanied  with  fire  or  cinders,  is  an  actionable 
nuisance,  whenever  it  is  discharged  in  such  quantities  as 
to  interfere  (within  the  limitations  already  stated)  with 
the  enjoyment  of  neighboring  property.''     Thus  smoke  is 


» la  Galbraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pittsb. 
Rep.  79,  thecourtsaid:  "Some discom- 
forts muat  be  endured  as  compeiiaatiou 
for  the  conveniences  of  city  life.  No 
public  interest  deserves  protection  and 
encouragement  more  than  manufactur- 
ing industry.  I  yield  to  none  in  my 
friendship  for  productive  labor,  or  in 
my  contempt  for  tiie  snobbery  that 
undervalues  it.  VVlien  the  world  gets 
too  populous  to  accommodate  all,  it 
will  bo  time  enough  to  consider  the 
question  of  preference.  At  present 
the  law  awards  to  all,  equally,  their 
rights  of  person  and  property.  Yield- 
ing to  this  rule  of  equal  rigiits,  I  cannot 
find  authority  in  the  law  for  saying 
that  a  thing  which  fills  the  atmos- 
phere vhat  others  have  a  right  to  live 
in  with  offensive  smoke  and  odors, 
stifles  the  breath,  produces  nausea  and 
headache,  drives  children  from  their 
playgrounds    and    men    from    their 


gardens,  prevents  the  drying  of  clothes 
and  ventilation  of  houses,  darkens  the 
sunlight,  and  converts  pleasant  resi- 
dences into  prison-iiouses  in  dog-days, 
and  defiles  carpets,  curtains,  and 
dinner-plates  with  deposits  of  soot  and 
dirt,  is  not  a  nuisance,  even  though 
such  results  are  only  occasional. " 

^  People  r.  Uavidaoii,  30  C'al.  379; 
Requena  v.  Los  Angeles,  45  Cal.  55. 

3  Walter  v.  Sclfe,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
15;  Ruff  V.  Phillips,  50  Ga.  130. 

*  Cooper  V.  Randall,  53  111.  24; 
Hutchins  v.  Smith,  (13  Barb.  252. 

•"'  Rhodes  i;.  Dunbar,  57  Pa.  .St.  275; 
98  Am.  Dec.  221;  Richards  v.  Phceiiix 
Iron  Co.,  57  Pa.  St.  105;  St.  Helens 
Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  11  H.  L.  Cas. 
642;  Walter  v.  Selte,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
15;  4  De  Gex  &  S.  322;  Savile  v. 
Kilner,  20  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  277;  Wesson 
V.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen,  95; 
90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Galbraith  v.  Oliver, 
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an  actionable  nuisance  where  its  effect  is  to  discolor 
buildings/  or  the  furniture  inside;*  to  injure  vegetation;' 
to  soil  or  discolor  clothes  hung  out  to  dry;*  or  injure  other 
property  of  any  kind.*  Smoke  may  also  be  an  action- 
able nuisance  where  it  produces  an  unpleasant  taste  in  the 
mouths  of  neighbors/  or  renders  the  air  unpleasant  to 
breathe.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  railroad  had  authority  to  bring  its  track 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Washington,  and  to  construco 
such  works  as  were  necessary  and  expedient  for  the  completion 
and  maintenance  of  its  road.  It  erected  an  engine-house  and 
repair-shop  close  by  the  church  edifice  of  a  religious  corpora- 
tion. The  business  of  the  railroad  'vas  conducted  as  carefully 
and  quietly  as  was  possible,  and  ..  smoke-stacks  of  the  en- 
gine-house were  higher  than  the  'ty  regulations  demanded. 
Nevertheless,  smoke  and  cinders  entered  the  windows  of  the 
church,  and  the  worshipers  were  greatly  inconvenienced  and 
harassed  by  the  noise  and  smoke.  Held,  that  the  church  cor- 
poration could  recover  damages  in  an  action  on  the  case:  Balti- 
more and  Potomac  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Fifth  Baptist  Church.  i08  U.  S. 
ol7. 

§  2983.  Chimneys.  —  One  has  a  perfect  right  to  erect 
buildings  with  chimneys,  and  build  fires  therein;  this  is 


3  Pittsb.  Rep.  79;  Whitney  v.  Barthol- 
omew, 21  Conn.  213;  Rosa  v.  Butler, 
19  N.  J.  Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Dec.  654; 
Duncan  v.  Hayes,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  26; 
Cleveland  v.  Gas  Light  Co.,  20  N.  J. 
Eq.  209;  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb. 
2r'2;  Attorney-General  v.  Steward,  20 
N.  J.  Eq.  415;  Crump  v.  Lambert, 
L.  R.  3  Eq.  Cas.  409.  The  mere  es- 
cape of  smuke  and  gases  from  a  pump- 
ing-engine  of  a  city's  water-works, 
to  "the  damage,  detriment,  inconve- 
nience, and  annoyance  "  of  certain  citi- 
zens, but  not  to  the  injury  of  their 
health,  destruction  of  property,  or 
any  other  irreparable  injury,  held  not 
to  justify  abating  the  works  as  a 
nuisance:  Daniels  v.  Keokuk  Water- 
works, 61  Iowa,  549.  But  a  dense 
smoke  laden  with  cinders,  caused  by 
the  burning  of  pine  wood,  and  con- 
tinued for  twelve  hours  t'.vicc  in  each 
mouth,  falling  upon  and  penetrating 


houses  at  a  distance  of  from  forty  to 
two  hundred  feet,  although  the  in- 
habitants are  themselves  artisans,  who 
work  at  trades  occasioning  some  de- 
gree of  no'se,  smoke,  and  cinders: 
Ross  V.  Butler,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  294;  97 
Am.  Dec.  654. 

'  Wesson  v.  Iron  Co.,  13  Allen,  95; 
90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Cooper  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
36  Jur.  169. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  591. 

'  St.  Helens  Smelting  Co.  v.  Tip- 
ping, 4  Best  &  S.  60S;  Salvin  v.  Coal 
Co.,  31  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  154;  Wesson  v. 
Iron  Co.,  13  Allen,  95;  90  Am.  Dec. 
181;  Pollock  «.  Lester,  11  Hare,  2C6. 

♦  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  252; 
Cartwright  v.  Gray,  12  Grant  (U.  C), 
400. 

"  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  03  Barb.  252. 
«  Savile  v.  Kiluer,  20  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
277. 

'  Hutchins  v.  Smith,  63  Barb.  252. 
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a  proper  use  of  his  property.*  But  one  maybe  restrained 
from  so  using  his  smoke-stack  in  a  populous  city  as  to 
permit  the  soot  to  be  a  disturbance,  annoyance,  and  source 
of  injury.''  A  person  must  not  build  his  chimneys  so  as 
to  send  the  smoke  therefrom  into  his  neighbor's  house.' 
If  one  building  is  several  stories  high,  and  the  other  only 
one  story,  this  does  not  warrant  the  owner  of  the  low 
building  in  building  a  low  chimney  so  as  to  send  the 
smoke  into  the  higher  building.*  In  an  English  case  the 
defendant  erected  a  chimney  in  his  stable  for  the  purpose 
of  having  a  fire  in  his  saddle-room.  The  chimney  was 
much  lower  than  the  surrounding  buildings,  and  when  a 
fire  was  built,  the  smoke  escaping  through  the  chimney 
enitred  the  plaintiff's  dwelling,  some  fifty  yards  distant, 
'  '.uring  the  plaintiff's  furniture  by  covering  the  same 
with  soot,  and  discoloring  it,  and  annoying  the  plaintiff 
and  his  family.  It  was  held  that  this  was  an  actionable 
nuisance,  and  that  if  the  plaintiff  would  have  a  fire  in 
his  stable  he  must  construct  his  chimney  so  as  not  to 
injure  his  neighbor's  property  or  impair  its  comfortable 
enjoyment.*  It  is  no  defense  that  the  owner  of  the  high 
building  has  opened  windows  upon  the  sides  of  his  build- 
ing when  there  was  no  necessity  therefor,  and  that  ex- 
cept for  the  windows  the  smoke  would  be  no  annoyance 
to  him;'  nor  that  the  owner  would  not  have  been  affected 
by  the  smoke  if  he  had  erected  low  buildings  instead  of 
high  ones.' 

* 

§  2984.  Fuel.  —  One  has  no  right  to  burn  fuel  which 
develops  unusual  quantities  of  smoke,  and  thereby  injures 
his  neighbors.*     An  injunction  will  lie  to  prevent  a  party 


'  Embrey  v.  Owen,  4  Eng.  L.  &  Eq. 
478. 

■'  Sullivan  V.  Royer,  72  Cal.  248;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  51. 

»  Lonl  Colchester  v.  Ellis.  2  Stark. 
Ev.  538;  Sampson  v.  Smith,  8  Sim.  27*2. 

*  Lord  Colchester  v.  EUia,  2  Stark. 
Ev.  538. 


'  Lord  Colchester  ».  Ellis,  2  Stark. 
Ev.  588. 

"  Wood  on  Nnisancca,  5SG. 

'  Savile  j;.  Kiluer,  20  L,  T.,  N.  S., 
277. 

"  Galhraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pittsh  Rop. 
78;  Camphell  n.  Seaman,  G:J  N.  Y.  5tJ8; 
20  Aui.  Rep.  507;  Duucau  v.  Huyej,  22 
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from  burning  bituminous  coal  for  generating  steam  in 
his  mill  so  near  to  dwellings  as  to  cover  them  with  soot 
and  noxious  vapors.'  In  a  Pennsylvania  case,''  it  was  held 
that  equity  would  not  enjoin  the  use  of  a  particular  spe- 
cies of  fuel  when  it  was  essential  to  the  carrying  on  of  a 
useful  business,  and  when  the  fuel  was  such  as  is  ordina- 
rily used  in  similar  establishments,  and  the  damages  to 
the  party  enjoined  from  the  injunction  would  be  greater 
than  those  resulting  from  its  refusal,  and  the  damages  are 
susceptible  of  compensation  at  law,  but  would  leave  the 
parties  to  their  remedy  at  law. 

§  2985.  Noxious  Vapors. — The  rules  applicable  to 
smoke  apply  also  to  noxious  vapors.  The  right  to  a  pure 
and  nncontaminated  atmosphere  extends  not  only  to  an 
atmosphere  sufficiently  pure  for  all  the  purposes  of  breath 
and  life,  but  also  to  an  atmosphere  free  from  noxious 
mixtures  that  are  deleterious  to  animal  or  vegetable  life.' 
The  operation  of  lead-smelting  works  may  be  restrained 
by  injunction  when  they  emit  poisonous  and  ofiTensive 


N.  J.  Eq.  26;  Ross  v.  Butler,  19  N.  J. 
Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Dec.  654;  Rhodes  v. 
Dunbar,  57  Pa.  St.  275;  98  Am.  Deo. 
221;  the  court  saying:  "The  complaint 
in  reference  to  the  old  mill  was  on  ac- 
count mainly  of  the  fuel,  chips,  shav- 
ings, and  saw-dust  used;  and  that  is 
the  foundation  of  the  complaint  against 
the  contemplated  re-erection.  If  no 
other  species  of  fuel  would  answer  the 
purpose  or  could  be  used,  I  grant  there 
would  be  more  in  the  point.  But 
this  is  not  pretended.  If,  therefore, 
when  the  mill  shall  be  put  into  opera- 
tion, and  by  its  use  it  uecomes  a  nui- 
sance from  this  cause,  the  remedy  is 
well  known.  Equity  will  enjoin  against 
the  use  of  such  fuel,  and  the  misohief 
will  be  at  once  cnred." 

'  Galbraith  v.  Oliver,  3  Pittsb.  Rep. 
78. 

"  Richard  v.  Phenix  Iron  Co.,  57  Pa. 
St.  105. 

"  Wood  on  Nuisances,  621 ;  citing 
Canipl)ell  v.  Seaman,  63  N.  Y.  5G8;  20 
Am.  Rep.   567;    Savile  v.  Kilner,  26 


L.  T.,  N.  S.,  277;  Salvin  v.  North 
Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  3 J  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
154;  Tipping  v.  St.  Helens  Smelting 
Co.,  4  Best  &  S.  608;  11  H.  L.  Cas. 
642;  116  Eng.  Com.  L.  608;  12  L. 
T.,  N.  S.,  776;  Smith  v.  Phillips,  8 
Phila.  10;  Huckenstine's  Appeal,  70 
Pa.  St.  102;  10  Am.  Rep.  069;  Bank- 
art  w.  Houghton,  27  Beav.  425;  Hough- 
ton V.  Baukart,  3  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  266; 
Ward  V.  Lang,  35  .Jur.  40S;  Cooper  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Macph.  117;  Roberts  v. 
Clarke,  18  L,  T.,  N.  S.,  49;  Mulligan 
V.  Elias,  12  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  2r)9;  Jones 
V.  Powell,  Palmer,  536;  Poyuton  v. 
Gill,  2  Roll.  Abr.  140;  Aldred's  Case, 

5  Coke,  58  a;  Uutchins  v.  Smith,  63 
Barb.  251 ;  Walter  v.  Selfe,  4  Eng.  L. 

6  Eq.  15;  Rex  v.  White,  1  Burr.  333; 
Beardmore  v.  Tredwell,  7  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
207;  3GiflF.  683;  Tennantw.  Hamilton, 

7  Clark  &  P.  122;  Pottstown  Gas  Co. 
V.  Murphy,  39  Pa.  St.  257;  Ross  v. 
Butler,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  294;  97  Am.  Dec. 
654;  Crump  v.  Lambert,  L.  R.  3  Eq. 
409. 
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fumes  and  vapors,  causing  danger  to  health,  and  injury 
to  adjoining  propert3\'  One  who,  by  reason  of  a  distil- 
lery erected  near  his  farm,  suffers  from  poisoning  of  air 
and  water,  is  not  precluded  from  maintaining  an  action 
because  others  also  suffer  from  the  nuisance.^ 

§  2936.  Brick-yards.  —  Brick-burning  is  a  nuisance 
where  its  results  are  to  injure  the  property  or  impair  the 
comfortable  enjoyment  of  neighbors.'  Where  one  manu- 
facturing brick  upon  his  lands  uses  a  process  in  burning 
by  which  noxious  gases  are  generated,  which  are  borne 
by  the  winds  upon  the  adjacent  lands  of  his  neighbor, 
injuring  and  destroying  trees  and  vegetation,  this  is  a 
nuisance;  and  the  party  injured  may  maintain  an  action 
to  recover  damages,  and  to  restrain  the  use  of  the  process 
complained  of.*     It  is  not  a  nuisance  per  se.* 

§  2987.  Blacksmith's  Shop.  —  A  blacksmith's  shop  is 
not  a  nuisance  per  se;"  and  a  decree  declaring  a  shop  a 
nuisance,  and  restraining  its  further  use,  should  not  re- 
strain the  further  use  for  that  purpose  of  the  lot  on  which 
the  shop  is  situated.^ 

Illustrations.  —  The  defendant  erected  a  carriage  factory 
and  blacksmith-shop  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's 
dwelling-house,  and  carried  on  the  business  of  blacksmithing 
therein.  Owing  to  the  location  of  the  shop,  the  cinders,  ashes, 
and  smoke  issuing  from  the  chimneys  were  thrown  in  large 
quantities  upon  the  plaintiff's  house  and  land,  so  that  the  water 
in  her  well  became  colored  and  unfit  for  use.  When  the  wind 
blew  in  a  certain  direction  from  the  defendant's  premises  it  was 
impossible  for  the  plaintiff's  tenants  to  dry  their  clothes  with- 


^  Pennsylvania  Lead  Co.'s  Appeal, 
96  Pa.  St.  IIG;  42  Am.  Rep.  534. 

^  Corley  v.  Lancaster,  81  Ky.  171. 

^  Wood  on  Nuisances,  003;  Harwell 
V.  Brooks,  1  L.  T.  75,  454;  Walter  v. 
Selfe,  15  Jur.  416;  Pollock  v.  Lester, 
11  Hare,  266;  Beardinore  v.  Tredwell, 
31  L.  J.,  N.  S.,  893;  Bamford  v.  Turn- 
ley,  31  L.  J.,  N.  S.,  286;  Badham  v. 
Hall,  22  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  116;  Cavey  v. 
Ledbitter,    13  Com.    B.,   N.   S.,  470; 


Campbell  v.  Seaman.  2  Thomp.  &  C. 
237;  63  N.  Y.  568;  20  Am.  Rep.  567; 
Fuselier  v.  Spalding,  2  La.  773. 

*  Campbell  v.  Seaman,  63  N.  Y.  568; 
20  Am.  Rep.  567. 

*  Donald  v.  Humphrey,  14  Fount. 
1206;  Huckenstine'a  Appeal,  70  Pa. 
St.  102;  10  Am.  Rep.  669. 

*  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn. 
213. 

'  Faucher  v.  Grass,  60  Iowa,  505. 
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out  having  them  soiled  and  injured  by  the  smolce,  ashes,  and 
cinders  thrown  upon  them  from  the  defendant's  shop,  and  when 
their  windows  were  open  the  house  would  be  filled  with  smoke 
and  ashes  proceeding  from  the  defendant's  shop.  In  conse- 
quence of  these  annoyances,  the  plaintiff's  tenants  had  left  the 
house,  and  it  had  stood  empty  a  year,  by  reason  of  which  she 
had  lost  the  rent  thereon  during  that  period.  A  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  was  attirmed  on  appeal:  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew,  21 
Conn.  213. 

§  2988.  Defenses.  —  The  fact  that  the  trade  producing 
smoke  to  an  extent  to  become  a  nuisance  is  a  lawful  trade, 
or  that  it  was  carried  on  for  purposes  that  are  necessary 
and  useful  to  the  community,  or  that  it  is  carried  on  in  a 
reasonable  and  proper  manner,  or  in  a  proper  place,  will 
not  operate  to  relieve  the  owner  from  liability,  if  the  trade 
in  fact  is  productive  of  such  ill  results  to  others  as  to 
make  it  a  nuisance.*  It  is  no  defense  that  the  plaintiff' 
was  in  a  delicate  state  of  health,  and  therefore  more  sus- 
ceptible to  the  effects  of  the  nuisance;*  nor  that  the  plain- 
tiff's property  is  of  a  delicate  character,  and  therefore 
more  susceptible  to  injury  than  ordinary  property;'  nor 
that  vegetation  injured  by  noxious  vapors  is  of  a  delicate 
kind,  or  that  it  is  a  foreign,  and  not  a  domestic,  product;* 
nor  that  the  discomfort  arising  from  the  nuisance,  or  the 
actual  tangible  injury  to  property  itself  therefrom,  is  in 
no  measure  commensurate  with  the  pecuniary  loss  to  the 
owner  of  the  works  producing  the  injury,  by  having  his 
works  declared  a  nuisance;*  nor  that  the  rental  value  of 
the  property  has  been  increased  by  the  construction  and 


'  Pinckney  t>.  Ewens,  4  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
741;  Stockport  Water  Works  Co.  v. 
Potter,  7  Hurl.  &  N.  160;  Respublica 
V.  Caldwell,  1  Dall.  161;  St.  Helens 
Smelting  Co.  v.  Tipping,  II  H.  L. 
Caa.  642;  Beardmore  v.  Tredwell,  7 
L.  T.,  N.  S.,  207;  Bamford  v.  Turuley. 
6  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  721. 

*  Walter  v.  Selfe,  15  Jur.  416. 

»  Cooke  V.  Forbes,  L.  R.  5  Eq.  166. 

*  Cooke  V.  Forbes,  L.  R.  5  En.  166; 
Campbell  v.  Seaman,  63  N.  Y.  5U8; 
20  Am.  Rep.  567. 


'  Attorney-General  v.  Leeds,  L.  R. 
5  Ch.  App.  589;  Attorney -General  v. 
Cambridge  Gas  Co.,  L.  R.  6  Eq.  28J; 
Caaebeer  v,  Mowry,  55  Pa.  St.  428;  1)3 
Am.  Dec.  766;  Reg.v.  LougtonGasCo., 
29  L.  J.  M.  C.  1 18;  Cooke  v.  Forbes,  L.  K. 
5  Eq.  166;  Tipping  r.  St.  Helens  Smelt- 
ing Co.,  4  Best  &  S.  608;  Salvin  v.  No. 
Brancepeth  Coal  Co.,  31  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
154;  Attorney-General  v.  Colney  Hatch 
Luuatio  Asylum,  Lk  R.  4  Cb.  App. 
147. 
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maintenance  of  the  defendant's  works,  nor  that  they 
could  not  be  rented  at  all  if  the  pliiintitf' s  works  were  to 
stop,  nor  will  evidence  of  that  character  be  admitted 
eitlier  as  a  defense  or  in  mitigation  of  damages;'  nor 
that  tlie  property  of  the  plaintiff,  injury  to  which  is 
complained  of,  is  in  part  devoted  to  uses  that  are  also 
nuisances;"  nor  is  it  a  defense  that  the  injury  is  only 
occasional." 

§  2989.  Smells  and  Stenches.  —  Any  use  of  property 
which  corrupts  the  atmosphere  and  fills  it  with  stenches 
and  smells  is  a  nuisance,  whether  it  arises  from  the  exer- 
cise of  a  trade  or  business  or  any  other  use.*  To  amount 
to  a  luisance,  the  smells  must  be  either  offensive  to  the 
senses,  or  such  as  to  produce  actual  physical  discomfort 
and  interfere  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  one's 
property.®  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  smells  should  be 
hurtful  or  unwholesome;  it  is  sufficient  if  they  are  so 
offensive  or  produce  such  annoyance,  inconvenience,  or 
discomfort  as  to  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
property  by  persons  of  ordinary  sensibilities.*     A  smell 


>  Francis  v.  Schoellkopf,  53  N.  Y. 
152;  Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Co.,  13 
Allen,  95;  90  Am.  Dec.  181. 

2  McKeon  v.  Lee,  4  Robt.  469;  the 
court  saying:  "The  defendant  under- 
took to  show  that  the  whole  vicinity 
was  of  such  an  inferior  character,  such 
a  nest  of  nuisances,  that  one  more  or 
less  would  not  affect  it;  and  that  even 
the  plaiiitifF  herself,  before  she  had 
sustained  any  injury  from  the  defend- 
ant's acts,  had  converted  her  own 
premises  into  one.  Certain  occupa- 
tious,  trades,  or  manufactures  may 
become  a  nuisance  in  a  populous  city, 
that  would  not  be  so  in  the  country, 
or  among  a  scattered  population.  But 
I  know  of  no  principle  which  outlaws 
premises  upon  which  a  nuisance  exists, 
80  as  to  prevent  the  owner  from  being 
protected  against  other  nuisances  ou 
other  premises. " 

'  Campbell   v.    Seaman,    63    N.    Y. 
568;  20  Am.  Rep.  567. 
3U5 


*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  648. 

*  Catlin  V.  Valentine.  9  Paige,  576; 
38  Am.  Dec.  567;  Pottstown  Gas  Co. 
V.  Murphy,  .39  Pa.  St.  257;  Columbua 
Gas  Co.  V.  Freeland,  12  Ohio  St.  892; 
Kirkman  v.  Handy,  11  Humph.  406; 
54  Am.  Dec.  45;  Com.  v.  Brown,  11) 
Met.  365;  Wolcott  v.  Melick,  11  N. 
J.  Eq.  204;  66  Am.  Dec.  790;  Cleve- 
land V.  Gas-light  Co.,  20  N.  J.  Eq. 
201. 

«  Meigs  V.  Lester,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  199; 
Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  444;  Story 
V.  Hammond,  4  Ohio,  376;  Peck  v. 
Elder,  3  San(l.  126;  Cropsey  v.  Mur- 
phy, 1  Hilt.  126;  Francis?'.  Schoellkopf, 
53  N.  Y.  152;  Knight  v.  Gardner,  19 
L.  T.,  N.  S.,  673;  State  v.  Wetherall, 
5  Harr.  (Del.)  487;  Bra.ly  v.  Weeks, 
3  Barb.  157;  Manhattan  Gas-light 
Co.  y.  Barker,  .36  How.  Pr.  2.33;  Fer- 
tilizing Co.  V.  Van  Keuren,  23  N.  J, 
Eq.  251;  Fames  v.  N.  E.  Worsted  Co., 
11  Met.  570. 
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simply  disagreeable  is  actionable.*     It  need  not  endanger 
the  health  of  the  neighborhood." 

Illustrations.  —  An  animal  was  killed  upon  the  defendant's 
railroad,  near  the  plaintiff's  dwelling-house,  by  one  of  its  loco- 
motives, and  the  defendants  did  not  remove  it,  and  the  stench 
therefrom  became  so  unwholesome  as  to  cause  the  plaintiff's 
wife  to  become  sick.  Held,  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of 
an  actionable  nuisance:  Ellis  v.  R.  E.  Co.^  63  Mo.  131;  21  Am. 
Rep.  436. 

§  2990.  Bone-boiling  Works. — A  bone-boiling  estab- 
lishment, the  vapors  and  stenches  from  which  are  annoy- 
ing to  the  neighborhood,  is  a  nuisance.^ 

§  2991.  Cattle-yards.  —  Cattle  yards  and  pens,  when 
suffered  to  remain  in  an  unclean  or  filthy  condition,  are 
nuisances,  when  they  impair  the  comfortable  enjoyment 
of  property  by  the  stenches  emanating  therefrom,  or  when, 
by  reason  of  excessive  noise,  they  disturb  the  quiet  of  the 
neighborhood.* 

§  2992.  Dairies. — The  keeping  of  a  dairy  in  a  public 
place,  which  creates  offensive  smells,  is  a  nuisance,  though 
kept  as  clean  as  possible.* 

§  2993.  Hog-styes. — The  keeping  of  hogs  in  pens  in  a 
city  or  town  is  prima /acie  a  nuisance;  and  is  only  excused 
when  the  pens  are  kept  in  so  clean  a  condition  as  not  to 
emit  smells  and  stenches.'     Occupying  real  property  in 


'  Walter  v.  Selfc,  4  De  Gex  &  S. 
321;  Smith  r.  McConathy,  11  Mo.  517; 
Taylor  v.  People,  6  Parker,  .S47;  Mc- 
Credie  v.  McBrau,  32  Jur.  184;  Pick- 
ard  V.  Colliii!4,  2S  Barb.  444;  Broadbent 
V.  Imperial  Gas  Co.,  7  De  Gex,  M.  & 
G.  420;  Stowe  v.  Mills,  39  Conn.  426; 
Smith  V.  Humbert,  2  Kerr,  602. 

'•*  Catlin  v.  Valentine,  9  Paige,  575; 
38  Am.  Dec.  5G7. 

»  Meigs  V.  Lister,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  199; 
Smith  V.  Cuiiimings,  2  Pars.  Cas.  92. 

♦  Illinois  Cent.  11.  R.  Co.  r.  Grabill, 
50  111.  241;  Babcock  v.  Stock  Yard  Co., 


20  N.  J.  Eq.  290;  Bishop  v.  Banks,  23 
Conn.  118;  87  Am.  Dec.  197. 

*  State  V.  Boll,  59  Mo.  321. 

•  State  V.  Payson,  37  Me.  301 ;  Smith 
V.  McConathy,  11  Mo.  517;  McCreadie 
V.  McBrau.  32  Jui.  184;  Aldred's  Case, 
9  Coke,  58;  Kex  ..White,  1  Burr.  3.33; 
Everett  v.  Grapes,  3  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  609; 
Chelsea  Vestry  v.  King,  34  L.  J.  M.  C. 
9;  Illinois  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Grabill, 
50  111.  241;  Bishoi)  v.  Banks,  33  Conn. 
118;  87  Am.  Dec.  197;  Stater.  Koster, 
35  Iowa,  221;  State  v.  Holcomb,  68 
Iowa,  107;  66  Am.  Rep.  853. 
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cities,  as  a  hog-yard,  slaughter-house,  and  fat  and  offal 
boiling-house,  is  a  nuisance;  but  the  presumption  may 
be  rebutted  by  showing  that  the  business  is  so  conducted 
and  carried  on  as  not  to  endanger  the  health  or  interfere 
with  the  comfort  of  the  neighboring  inhabitants/ 

Illustrations.  —  The  plaintiflF  was  proprietor  of  a  hotel,  and 
the  defendant  maintained,  adjoining  thereto,  cattle-pens,  con- 
taining hogs  and  cattle,  wiiich,  by  their  noises,  and  the  filthy 
condition  of  the  pens,  and  the  sickening  and  fetid  matter 
therein,  and  the  unhealthy  effluvia  therefrom,  were  annoying 
to  the  senses,  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  plaintiff  and 
his  family  and  guests,  and  destroyed  his  business,  and  the  use 
and  enjoyment  of  his  premises.  Held,  an  actionable  nui- 
sance: Ohio  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Simon,  40  Ind.  278. 

§  2994.  Livery-stables.  —  A  livery-stable  is  not  a  nui- 
sance per  se.^  But  when  located  near  dwellings  in  city  or 
town,  they  are  prima  facie  nuisances.'  The  erection  of  a 
stable  in  such  close  proximity  to  a  hotel  as  to  work  injury, 


'  Dubois  V.  Budlong,  10  Bosw.  700. 
See  also  State  v.  Wetherall,  5  Harr. 
(Del.)  487;  Ashbrook  v.  Common- 
wealth, 1  Bush,  139;  89  Am.  Dec.  616; 
Dubois  V.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr.  445. 

•^Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244; 
49  Am.  Dec.  421;  Shiras  v.  Oiiuger,  50 
Iowa,  571;  33  Aui.  Rep.  138;  Flint  v. 
Russell,  5  Dill.  151;  the  court  saying: 
"Counsel  have  referred  to  a  number  of 
adjudications  in  which  the  legal  rights 
of  the  proprietors  of  livery-stables  and 
those  of  the  adjoining  or  near  proprie- 
tors have  been  considered  uy  the 
courts.  The  principal  cases  are  the 
following:  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  7  R.  I. 
87;  80  Am.  Dec.  636;  8  R.  I.  246; 
Burditt  0.  Swenson,  17  Tex.  489;  67 
Am.  Dec.  665;  Dargaa  v.  Waddill,  9 
Ired.  244;  49  Am.  Dec.  421;  Kirkman 
ti.  Handy,  11  Humph.  406;  54  Am. 
Dec.  45;  Coker  v.  Birge,  10  Ga.  336; 
Harrison  v.  Brooks,  20  Ga.  5.S7;  Mor- 
ris V.  Brown,  Anth.  368.  The  judg- 
ments in  these  cases  concur  in  estab- 
lishing this  doctrine,  viz.,  that  a 
livery-stable  in  a  town  or  city  is  not 
per  se,  that  is,  necessarily  and  un- 
avoidably, a  nuisance,  but  it  may  be 
or  become  a  nuisance,  and  this  de- 
pends upon  its  location,  as  respects 


the  property  near  by  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  built,  kept,  and  u.sed. 
The  foregoing  observations  are  well 
illustrated  by  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  8 
R.  I.  246,  where  it  was  decided  that  a 
livery-stable  may  be  a  nuisance  not- 
withstanding it  was  properly  built, 
properly  kept,  and  was  in  a  location 
as  fit  as  any  in  that  part  of  the  city. 
The  court  say:  'It  has  been  held  in 
other  cases  that  a  stable  in  a  town  is 
not  necessarily  and  per  se  a  nuisance; 
yet  if  it  is  so  built  or  so  used  as  that 
it  destroys  the  comfort  of  persons 
owning  and  occupying  adjoining  prem- 
ises, creating  such  an  annoyance  as  to 
render  life  uncomfortable,  then  it  is 
none  the  less  a  nuisance  that  it  is  well 
kept,  carefully  built,  and  as  favorably 
located  as  the  town  will  admit.'  " 

»  Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
Am.  Dec.  421;  the  court  saying  that  a 
livery-stable  is  not  per  »e  a  nuisance; 
but  if  so  built,  so  kept,  and  so  used  as 
to  destroy  the  comforts  of  persons  oc- 
cupying adjoining  premises,  and  im- 
pair their  value  as  places  of  habitation, 
or  if  the  adjacent  proprietors  are  an- 
noyed by  it  in  any  way  that  could  be 
avoided,  it  becomes  an  actionable  nui- 
sance. 
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inconvenience,  prejudice,  and  damage  to  the  proprietor  of 
the  hotel  property  will  be  deemed  a  nuisance.*  A  per- 
petual injunction  against  keeping  a  livery-stable  upon  a 
lot  adjacent  to  plaintiff's  store  in  a  town  will  be  awarded, 
where  it  appears  that  it  is  kept  in  a  filthy  and  unsafe 
condition,  so  as  to  be  offensive  and  dangerous  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  owners  thereof  insist  that  it  is  well  kept, 
and  do  not  propose  to  keep  it  differently;  and  the  injunc- 
tion will  not  be  limited  to  restraining  the  manner  of 
keeping  it.^  A  livery-stable  is  a  nuisance  when,  being 
located  near  dwellings,  it  emits  offensive  stenches;'  or 
the  noise  from  the  horses  disturb  the  slumber  and  quiet 
of  the  neighbors;*  or  it  attracts  large  numbers  of  flies,  to 
the  annoyance  of  residents.' 

§  2995.  Privies. — Privies  are  prima  facie  nuisances.' 
Equity  will  enjoin  the  erection  of  a  privy  about  to  be 
built  near  plaintiff's  house  in  violation  of  a  city  ordi- 
nance.' 


§  2996.  Slaughter-houses. — A  slaughter-house  is  'prima 
facie  a  nuisance;®  it  is  not,  however,  per  se  a  nuisance,  but 
it  will  be  enjoined  where  it  is  offensive." 

§  2997.  Soap  and  Candle  Factories. — Soap  and  candle 
factories  are  prima  facie  nuisances. *° 


'  Coker  v.  Birge,  9  Ga.  425;  54  Am. 
Dec.  347. 

■*  Burditt  V.  Swenson,  17  Tex.  489; 
07  Am.  Dec.  665. 

»  Aldrich  v.  Howard,  8  R.  I.  246. 

*  Dargaii  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
Am.  Dec.  421. 

*  Kirk  mail  v.  Handy,  11  Humph. 
406;  54  Am.  Dec.  45;  Aldrich  v.  How- 
ard, 8  R.  I.  246. 

«  Wahle  t'.  Reinbach,  76  111.  322; 
Marshall  v.  Cohen,  44  Ga.  489;  9  Am. 
Rep.  170;  Tenant  v.  Goldwiii,  6  Mod. 
311;  Perrine  f.  Taylor,  43  N.  J.  Eq. 
128.  But  see  Trulock  v.  Merte,  72 
Iowa,  510. 


'Rand  ».  Wilber,  19  111.  App. 
395. 

*  Catlin  V.  Valentine,  9  Paige,  575; 
38  Am.  Dec.  567;  Brady  v.  Weeks,  3 
Barb.  156;  Woodyear  v.  Schaefer,  57 
Md.  1;  40  Am.  Rep.  419;  Seifried  d. 
Hays,  81  Ky.  377;  50  Am.  Rep.  167; 
Reichert  v.  Geers,  98  Ind.  73;  49  Am. 
Rep.  736. 

»  Primer  v.  Pendleton,  75  Va.  516; 
40  Am.  Rep.  738;  Minke  v.  Hofeman, 
87  111.  450;  29  Am,  Rep.  63. 

'»  Howards.  Lee,  3  Sand.  281;  Dana 
V.  Valentine,  5  Met.  8;  Radeuhurst  v, 
C'oates,  6  Grant  (U.  C).  140. 
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§  2998.  Stables  and  Barns.  —  A  private  stable  or  barn 
may  be  so  located  with  reference  to  the  dwellings  or  places 
of  business  of  others,  and  be  so  improperly  kept  and  con- 
ducted, as  to  become  an  actionable  nuisance.*  The  build- 
ing of  a  private  stable  on  one's  lot  is  not  per  se  a  nuisance 
to  be  enjoined  at  the  instance  of  one  who  has  built  his 
own  house  within  nine  feet  of  his  neighbor's  line.  Such 
a  stable  may  or  may  not  be  a  nuisance,  according  to  how 
it  is  managed.'  The  erection  of  a  private  stable  near  a 
church-building  will  not  be  enjoined.'  But  one  has  no 
right  to  erect  a  barn  for  the  keeping  of  horses  and  cattle 
so  near  to  his  neighbor's  dwelling  as  to  disturb  the  rest 
of  those  residing  there,  by  the  noises  produced  by  the 
animals  kept  there  at  night,*  or  to  manage  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  permit  offensive  stenches  to  emanate  therefrom 
and  float  over  his  neighbor's  promises,  to  his  serious  an- 
noyance and  discomfort.' 


§  2999.  Tallow  Factories  and  Melting-honses. — Tallow 
factories  and  melting-houses  are  prima  facie  nuisances  if 
erected  and  maintained  iu  public  places  or  near  dwell- 
ings.* 


>  Packard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  444; 

Rounsaville  v.  Kohlheim,  68  Ga.  6(58; 
45  Am.  Hep.  505. 

''  III  refusing  the  injunction  in  this 
case  the  chief  justice  saitl  that  "if  one 
who  haa  sufficient  room,  and  can,  with- 
out injury  to  himself,  locate  a  stable 
elsewhere  than  in  immediate  proxim- 
ity to  his  neighbor's  premises,  where 
it  will  be  offensive  to  the  latter,  equity 
will  restrain  him  from  so  locating  it. 
I  concur  iu  the  decision,  on  the  ground 
that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  de- 
fendant could  locate  the  stable  else- 
where as  well  as  where  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  place  it":  Rounsaville  o. 
Kohlheim,  68  (ia.  668;  45  Am.  Rep. 
505.  And  see  Keiser  v.  Lovett,  85  Ind. 
240;  44  Am.  Rep.  10. 

"  St.  James's  Church  v.  Arrington,  36 
Ala.  546;  76  Am.  Dec.  332. 


♦  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  444; 
Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
Am.  Dec.  421. 

•^  Pickard  v.  Collins,  23  Barb.  444. 
The  owner  of  a  stable  neglecting  to 
have  it  cleaned  at  proper  times,  and 
suffering  the  filth  to  accumulate  and 
become  noisome,  is  liable  to  a  party 
injured:  Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired. 
244;  49  Am.  Dec.  422. 

"  Moiley  V.  Pragnell,  Cro.  Car.  510; 
1  Hawk.  P.  C.  323;  Downier.  Oliphant, 
17  Fac.  Col.  491 ;  Peck  v.  Elder,  3  Sand. 
126;  Allen?;.  State,  34 Tex.  230;  Dubois 
V.  Budlong,  15  Abb.  Pr.  445;  Tohayle's 
Case,  Cro.  Car.  510;  Radenhurst  v. 
Coate,  6  Grant  (U.  C),  140;  Cropsey 
V.  Murphy,  1  Hilt.  126;  Bliss  v.  Hall, 
5  Scott,  500;  Blunt  v.  Hay,  4  Sand. 
Ch.  363. 


§§  3000-3002 


NUISANCES. 


4870 


§  3000.  Tanneries.  —  Tanneries  are,  on  account  of  tlieir 
liability  to  pollute  the  aiv,  prima  facie  nuisances.'  It  has 
been  held  that  a  tannery  is  not  per  se  a  nuisance  so  as  to 
warrant  its  abatement  as  such  by  the  street  commissioner 
or  board  of  health  until  it  is  adjudged  to  be  inimical  to 
health.' 

§3001.  Other  Trades.  —  So  many  other  trades  and 
occupations  have  been  held  to  be  nuisances,  the  rule  ap- 
plied to  each  particular  case  being  that  any  use  of  prop- 
erty or  any  trade  that  corrupts  the  atmosphere  with 
smoke,  noxious  vapors,  noisome  smells,  dust,  or  other 
substances,  or  gases  producing  injury  to  property  or  to 
health,  or  impairing  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  prop- 
erty, is  a  nuisance,  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  it  has 
ever  been  held  a  nuisance  before  or  not;  if  it  amounts  to 
an  actual  invasion  of  another's  right,  it  is  actionable,  even 
if  it  has  never  previously  been  the  subject-matter  of  an 
action.'  Thus  the  following  have  been  held,  in  the  par- 
ticular facts  of  the  case,  to  be  actionable  nuisances,  viz.: 
Blacksmith-shops;*  breweries;"*  chemical  works;'  deodor- 
izing works;^  distilleries;*  dye-houses;'  gas-works;'"  glue- 
works;"  petroleum  refineries;''^  tripe  factories." 

§  3002.  Nuisance  by  Noise — Test. — A  noise  alone 
may  amount  to  a  nuisance  actionable  at  the  suit  of  the 
person  injured.'*    The  ordinary  noises  which  are  incident 


'  Francis  v.  Schoellkopf,  53  N.  Y. 
153;  Pinckney  v.  Ewcna,  4  L.  T., 
N.  S.,  741;  Thomas  v.  Brackney,  17 
Barb.  654;  Eiiis  v.  State,  7  Blackf. 
534;  Rex  v.  Pappineau,  1  Strange, 
686;  Fi»her  v.  Clark,  41  Barb.  332; 
Jones  V.  Powell,  Hut.  136. 

» State  V.  Trenton,  36  N.  J.  L.  283. 

*  Wood  on  Nuisances,  683. 

*  Whitney  v.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn. 
213. 

*  Jones  V.  Powell,  Palmer,  537. 

^  Com.  V.  Rumford  Chemical  Works, 
16  Gray,  231. 


'  Knight  V.  Gardner,  19  L.  T.,  N.  S., 
673. 

«  Smiths  ».  McConathy,  11  Mo.  517. 

*  Aldred's  Case,  9  Coke,  59. 

'0  Broadbent  v.  Imp.  Gas  Co.,  7  De 
Gex,  M.  &  G.  436. 

>'  Charity  v.  Riddel,  14  Fac.  Col. 
237;  Colville  v.  Middleton,  19  Fac. 
Col.  327. 

"  Com.  V.  Kidder,  107  Mass.  188. 

"  Farquhar  v.  Watson,  17  Fac.  Col. 
69. 

'*  Crump  V.  Lambert,  L.  R.  3  Eq. 
Cas.  409;  Davidson  v.  Isbam,  9  N.  J. 
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to  the  evcry-diiy  use  of  property  are  not  actionable  nui- 
sances.* The  test  is,  whether  tlie  noise  is  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  be  pliysically  annoying  to  a  person  of  ordinary 
sensibilities."  But  if  a  lawful  trade,  productive  of  noise 
that  is  not  a  nuisance  if  confined  to  proper  hours  of  the 
day,  is  exercised  so  near  to  dwellings,  and  at  such  un- 
usual and  unseasonable  hours,  as  to  disturb  the  rest  of 
those  dwelling  there,  it  is  a  nuisance.'  One  has  no  right 
to  devote  his  residence  or  any  part  of  it  to  an  unusual 
use,  which  will  be  injurious  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  prem- 
ises by  his  neighbor.*  He  must  not  convert  the  whole  or 
part  of  his  house  into  a  smith's  forge  or  a  printing-office, 
or  other  noisy  or  offensive  trade,  whereby  the  comfortable 
enjoyment  of  the  neighboring  premises  is  disturbed;'  nor 
can  he  turn  part  of  his  premises  into  a  stable.*  In  pass- 
ing upon  the  question  of  nuisance  or  no  nuisance  by 
noise,  it  is  essential  to  consider  the  locality,^  the  nature 


Eq.  186;  Soltan  v.  De  Held,  9  Tng.  L. 
&  Eq.  104;  Rhodes  v.  Dunbar,  57  i'a.  St 
274;  98  Am.  Dec.  221;  Deunis  v.  Ec*. 
hanlt,  3  Grant  Cas.  .390;   Sparhawk 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Pa.  St.  401. 

>  Duncan  v.  Uayea,  22  N.  J.  Eq. 
26. 

'^  Davidson  v.  Isham,  9  N.  J.  Eq. 
186. 

"Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311; 
Dargan  v.  VVaddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
An).  Dec.  421;  Martin  v.  Nutkin,  2 
P.  Wms.  266;  Roskell  v.  Whitworth, 
17  Week.  Rep.  804;  White  v.  Cohen, 
10  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  146;  Burditt  v. 
Sweiison,  17  Tex.  489;  67  Am.  Deo. 
065;  Baptist  Church  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
5  Barb.  79;  Baptist  Church  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  6  Barb.  313;  Soltau  v.  De  Held, 
9  Eiig.  L.  &  Eq.  104;  Dennis  v.  Eck- 
hardt,  3  Grant  Cas.  390;  Davidson  v. 
Isham,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  186. 

•  Ball  V.  Ray,  L.  R.  8  Ch.  App.  467; 
Dawson  v.  Moore,  7  Car.  k  P.  25; 
Dennis  v.  Eckliardt,  3  Grant  Cas.  390. 

^  Gullick  V.  Tremlett,  20  Week.  Rep. 
358. 

«  Ball  V.  Ray,  L.  R.  8  Ch.  App.  467; 
the  chancellor  saying:  "If  the  houses 
adjoining  each  other  are  so  built  that 


from  the  commence. iient  of  their  exist- 
ence it  is  manifest  that  eacii  adjoining 
inhabitant  intended  to  enjoy  his  own 
property  for  the  ordinary  purposes  for 
which  it  and  all  the  diti'erent  parts  of 
it  were  constructed,  so  long  as  the 
house  la  so  used,  there  is  nothing  that 
can  be  regarded  in  law  as  a  nuisance 
which  the  other  party  has  a  right  to 
prevent.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if 
either  party  turns  his  house  or  any 
portion  of  it  to  unusual  purposes  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  produce  substan- 
tial injury  to  his  neighbor,  it  appears  to 
me  that  that  is  not,  according  to  prin- 
ciple or  authority,  a  reasonable  use  of 
his  own  property,  and  his  neighbor, 
showing  substantial  injury,  is  entitled 
to  protection.  I  do  not  regard  it  as  a 
usual  or  as  a  reasonable  manner  of  using 
the  front  portion  of  a  dwelling-house  in 
such  a  street  as  Green  Street,  tliat  it 
should  be  turned  into  stables  for  horses, 
and  if  it  is  so  used,  then  the  proprietor 
is  bound  to  take  care  that  it  is  so  used 
as  not  to  be  a  substantial  annoyance 
detrimental  to  the  comfort  and  the 
value  of  the  neighbor's  property." 

^  Cleveland  v,  Citizeua'  Gas  Co.,  20 
N.  J.  £q.  201. 
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of  the  tnido  or  use  of  the  property  prndiicing  it,'  tho  time 
or  period  during  which  it  exists,*  tlie  itiliMifsity  of  the 
noise,^  and  the  ed'ecta  which  it  produces.*  The  (imility  of 
the  noise,  as  well  as  its  quantity,  is  also  to  be  considered.* 

§  3003.  Jarring  of  Machinery.  — Where  inanufactur- 
ing  openilions  are  carried  on  with  heavy  machinery  in 
the  part  of  a  city  mainly  occupied  by  reside  nces,  the  jar 
of  machinery  will  constitute  a  serious  nuisance,  injurious 
not  to  comfort  merely,  but  to  health.*  An  injunction  will 
issue  to  restrain  the  operation  of  steam-machinery  which 
jars  and  shakes  the  complainant's  house  so  as  to  render  it 
unsafe  or  unfit  for  habitation.^  An  electric-light  engine 
which  might  bo  so  arranged  as  to  confine  its  noise  and 
jar  to  the  premises  of  the  person  maintaining  it  may  be 
enjoined  as  a  nuisance  by  the  occupant  of  a  neighboring 
house,  the  noise  and  jar  interfering  with  conversation 
and  sleep,  and  making  some  of  the  occupants  sick.*  The 
maintaining  and  use  on  property  adjoining  plaintiff''s  of 
a  steam-engine  for  the  purpose  of  propelling  cars  by  means 
of  a  cable,  by  which  use  plaintiff's  adjoining  building  was 
constantly  shaken,  plaster  cracked,  and  premises  covered 
with  soot,  besides  a  loud  and  continuous  noise  being  pro- 
duced, was  held,  in  California,  to  constitute  a  nuisance,  for 
which  the  sireet-car  company  was  liable;  and  a  license 
from  the  municipality  to  operate  such  road,  and  all  ma- 
chinery necessary  thereto,  was  not  a  justification  of  such 
nuisance.'    An  injunction  will  not  issue  to  restrain  one 

'  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant  Qia.  McKeon  v.  See,  51  N.  Y.  300;  lo  Am 

390.  Rep.  659;  Wesson  v.  \V.i   lilm       Iron 

•■•Inchbald  v.    Barrington,    L.  R.  4  Co.,  13  Allen,  95;  90  A        '  l.si; 

Ch.    App.    388;    Koss    v.    Butler,    19  Whitney  v.    Barthol  ,    i  oim. 

N.  J.  L.  294;  97  Am.  Dec.  654.  213;  Crump  v.  Lamb  ii.  3  E>i. 

*  Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant  Caa.  Cas.  409;   Gilbert   v.  werinan,  'S.i 
390.  Mich.  448;  Cooper  v.  Ivanlali,  rv.\  111. 

*  Davidson  v.  Isham,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  186.  24. 

'Dennis  v.  Eckhardt,  3  Grant  Caa.  '  Dittman  v.  Repp,  50  Aid.  .oiii;  33 

390;  Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  Am.  Rep.  325. 

49  Am.  Dec.  421;  Bishop  v.  Banks,  33  *  Yocum  v.  Hotel  St.  George  Co.,  18 

Conn.  121;  87  Am.  Dec.  197.  Abb.  N.  C.  340. 

*  Bobinsou  v.  Baugb,  31  Mich.  290;  •  Tuebuer  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  66  CaL  171. 
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from  opornting  mncljinery  in  u  lawful  business,  on  tlio 
ground  that  it  sliukos  and  cracks  the  walls  of  tlio  plain- 
lid's  adjoining  houses,  and  diminishes  their  rental  value, 
it  appearing  that  an  adequate  remedy  existed  in  an  action 
for  damages,  and  thut  the  plaintitf  did  not  object  to  the 
erection  of  the  machinery,  but  submitted  to  its  use  for 
seven  years.' 

Illustrations. — Complainant  and  dofondant  occupied  ad- 
joining buildings,  the  walls  touching  in  places.  The  force  of 
defendant's  machinery  caused  the  building  of  complainant  to 
vibrate  to  such  an  extent  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  com- 
plainant's business.  Held,  that  defendant  was  guilty  of  a  nui- 
sance, which  it  was  the  dutv  of  the  court  to  restrain:  Demurest 
V.  Ilanlham,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  469;  McKeon  v.  See,  51  N.  Y.  300;  10 
Am.  Rep.  659. 

§  3004.  Noisy  Trades  near  Dwellings.  —  The  carrying 
on  of  noisy  trades  near  dwellings  constitutes  a  nuisance, 
where  the  noise  interferes  with  the  comfortable  enjoy- 
ment of  life  and  property  by  the  inmates  thereof.*  Tiuis 
the  following  trades  carried  on  near  dwellings  have  been 
adjudged  nuisances  on  account  of  noise,  viz.:  Blacksmith 
forges  and  shops;^  boiler-makers;*  gold-beaters;*  iron- 
works;' printing-offices;'  rolling-mills;^  a  steam  p^ining- 
mill.'  A  stable  is  a  nuisance  when  it  is  a  wooden  build- 
ing with  a  plank  floor  so  constructed  that  the  stamping 
of  the  horses  on  it  creates  such  a  noise  day  and  night 
that  it  can  be  heard  not  only  throughout  the  square  on 
which  it  and  the  plaintiff's  house  are  situated,  but  on  all 
the  adjoining  squares,  and  when  in  the  opinion  of  the 
witnesses  it  impairs  the  value  of  the  plaintiff's  house  as 


>Goodall  V.  Crofton,  33  Ohio  St. 
271;  31  Am.  Rep.  535. 

^  Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311;  47 
Am.  Dec.  254. 

3  Fish  V.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311;  47 
Am.  Dec.  254;  Bradley  v.  Gill,  Lutw. 
CD;  Gullick  v.  Tremlitt,  20  Week.  Rep. 
.^'  \  Kinloch  v.  Robertson,  Karnes  8. 
1  .  175. 

'  Fish  v.  Dodge,  4  Denio,  311;  47 
Am.  Deo.  254. 


»  Wallace  v.  Auer,  10  Phila.  356. 

•  Elliotson  V.  t^'eetham,  2  Biiig.  N. 
C.  134. 

'  Johnstone  t\  Constable,  8  Durie 
(Scotch),  12G.3;  Robertson  r.  Campbell, 
13  Fac.  Col.  61. 

»  Scott  V.  Firth,  10  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  240; 
Cooper  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  35  Jur.  295; 
Eaden  v.  Firth,  1  Hem.  k  M.  573. 

*  Uurlbutv.  MoKoue,  55  Couu.  31. 


« 
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a  dwelling.*  The  erection  of  a  mill  or  factory  will  not  be 
enjoined,  at  the  suit  of  one  dwelling  in  the  vicinity,  on 
account  of  the  anticipated  noise,^  nor  if  the  grievances 
can  be  remedied  by  scientific  and  skillful  appliances;  but 
the  court  will  require  such  appliances  to  be  used.' 

Illustrations. — The  defendant  erected  a  rolling-mill  with 
heavy  hammers,  used  also  for  hammering  iron,  near  the  plain- 
tiff's dwelling-house,  and  the  noise  arising  from  the  business 
in  the  process  of  rolling  and  hammering  iron  was  annoying 
and  productive  of  great  discomfort  to  the  plaintiff  and  his  fam- 
ily. It  also  appeared  the  business  was  productive  of  vibratory 
and  jarring  motions,  which  shook  the  plaintiff's  building  and 
cracked  the  walls.  Held,  a  nuisance,  and  that  the  fact  that 
the  trade  was  a  lawful  and  useful  one  did  not  justify  its  prose- 
cution in  a  locality  where  it  was  productive  of  injury  and  dam- 
age to  others:  Scott  v.  Firth,  10  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  240.  The  defendant 
wab  K  printer,  and  had  his  printing-office,  in  which  was  a  heavy 
printing-press,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  plaintiff's  dwelling.  In 
the  prosecution  of  his  business,  the  noise  of  his  press  was  an- 
noying to  the  plaintiff's  family,  and  the  press,  when  in  use, 
produced  vibratory  and  jarring  sounds  and  motions,  which 
shook  and  injured  the  building.  Held^  a  nuisance:  Robertson 
V.  Campbell,  13  Fac.  Col.  61.  The  defendants  were  the  pro- 
prietors of  an  iron  manufactory  in  a  populous  part  of  a  city, 
and  had  a  heavy  steam-hammer  therein.  Adjoining  their  works 
was  a  church,  over  which  the  plaintiff  presided,  and  a  dwelling- 
houoe,  in  which  he  lived,  and  a  school  connected  with  the 
church,  having  about  four  hundred  pupils.  The  noise  of  the 
steam-hammer  disturbed  the  worship  at  the  church,  interfered 
seriously  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  the  dwelling  by 
its  noise  and  vibratory  sounds,  and  also  interfered  seriously 
with  the  operations  of  the  scho, .'.  Held,  a  nuisance:  Roskell  v. 
Whitworth,  1,9  Week.  Rep.  804. 

§  3005.  Animals.  —  Noises  by  animals  have  been  held 
nuisances;  e.  g.,  horses  stamping  at  night  in  a  livery- 
stable;*  hogs  and  calves  grunting  and  bleating  by  night 
in  their  pens;*  dogs  barking  at  night." 


1  Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
Am.  Dec.  422. 

•'  Dorsey  v.  Allen,  85  N.  0.  358;  39 
Am.  Rep.  704. 

*  Greea  v.  Lake,  54  Misa.  540;  28 
Am.  Rep.  378. 


♦  Dargan  v.  Waddill,  9  Ired.  244;  49 
Am.  Dec.  421.     See  last  section. 

»  Bishop  V.  Banks,  33  Conn.  121;  87 
Am.  Dec.  197;  Ohio  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Simon,  40  Ind.  278. 

*  Brill  V.  Flagler,  23  Wend.  354. 
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§  3006.  Bells.  —  Ringing  bells  may  amount  to  a  nui- 
sance.' In  a  recent  Massaclmsetts  case,'^  the  ringing  of  a 
factory  bell  weighing  about  two  thousand  pounds,  before 
half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  within  from  three 
liundred  to  one  thousand  feet  of  the  residences  of  the 
plaintiffs,  which  awakened  and  disturbed  them,  was  de- 
clared a  nuisance,  and  enjoined,  although  a  large  majority 
of  persons  living  nearer  to  the  bell  were  not  annoyed  by  it, 
and  although  some  persons  may  have  had  such  associa- 
tions with  the  sound  that  it  may  have  been  to  them  a 
pleasure  rather  than  an  annoyance,  or  the  sensibilities 
of  others  to  the  sound  may  have  become  so  deadened  that 
it  ceased  to  disturb  them. 


§  3007.  Musical  Instruments.  —  The  noise  of  musical 
instruments  kept  up  for  such  periods  of  time,  and  at  such 
hours  of  the  day  or  night,  as  to  be  really  annoying  to  per- 
sons of  ordinary  sensibilities,  or  to  produce  other  actual 
ill  results,  is  a  nuisance.' 

§  S008.  Other  Noises.  —  The  noise  of  fire-works  may 
constitute  a  nuisance.''    The  noises  of  billiard-rooms,  of 


'  Soltan  V.  De  Held,  9  Eng.  L.  & 
Eij.  104;  Hanson  v.  St.  Mark's  Church, 
3  Week.  Not.  Cas.  384. 

•■'  Davis  V.  Sawyer,  133  Mass.  289; 
43  Am.  Rep.  519. 

^  Iiichbald  t'.  Barrington,  L.  R.  4 
Cli.  388.  In  Walker  v.  Brewster,  '.. 
R.  5  £q.  Cas.  31,  the  court  sait- 
"  Having  regard  to  the  fact  of  th  a 
court  having  restrained  the  ringing  of 
bells,  I  confess  I  have  a  strong  opinion 
tl<at  the  setting  up  a  powerful  brass 
ban.'  which  plays  twice  a  week  for  sev- 
eral lours  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  a  gentleman's  house  is  a  nuisance 
which  this  court  would  restrain. " 

*  In  an  English  case  (Walker  ». 
Brewster,  L.  K.  5  Eq.  Cas.  31),  the 
plaintitT  was  the  owner  of  premises 
adjoining  those  occupied  by  the  de- 
fenilant,  and  only  separated  by  a  nar- 
row toot-way,  which  he  occupied  for  a 
resilience.  "The  defendant  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  music-hall  in  Wolver- 


hampton, and  on  the  10th  of  June, 
previous  to  the  bringing  of  the  plain- 
tiff's bill,  he  had  held  a  monster  fete 
on  the  grounds,  and  this  was  followed 
by  Jetea  every  Monday  and  Friday 
evening,  with  musi),  dancing,  and  fire- 
works (except  that  on  Fridays  no  fire- 
works were  discharged).  The  Jetea 
brought  together  great  crowds  of  idle 
and  dissolute  persons,  to  the  great  an- 
noyance of  the  plaintiff  and  his  family, 
and  t  he  bands  of  music  played  from 
nine  to  ten  hours  on  each  occasion 
without  cessation,  and  the  noise  from 
the  lire-works  were  frequent  and  very 
annoying,  and  often    trightened   the 

{)laintiff'3  horses,  so  that  they  broke 
oose  from  their  fastenings,  and  the 
noise  of  the  crowd  was  loud  and  con- 
tinuous. The  plaintiff  alleged  that  if 
the  fStea  were  allowed  to  continue, 
the  value  of  his  residence  would  be  de- 
preciated, as  a  gentleman's  residence, 
irom  one  thousand  to  two  thousand 
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places  which  are  frequented  by  persons  for  drinking  and 
carousing,  and  disorderly  houses  of  all  sorts,  while  they 
constitute  public  nuisances,  may  also,  from  their  noises 
and  other  reasons,  be  nuisances  to  the  neighborhood.'  A 
skating-rink  so  managed  as  to  disturb  the  neighbors  with 
the  noise  may  be  enjoined  as  a  nuisance.'^  The  blowing 
of  a  steam-whistle  as  a  signal  of  the  approach  or  de- 
parture of  trains  may  be  prohibited  in  cities  and  places 
densely  populated;  and  may  under  extraordinary  circum- 
stances become  a  private  nuisance  also.' 

§  3009.  Malicious  Noises.  —  Noises  arising  from  ma- 
licious or  mischievous  motives  are  actionable,  even  though 
not  amounting  to  sufficient  to  constitute  a  nuisance  in 
the  case  of  noises  arising  in  the  prosecution  of  a  lawful 
trade  or  calling.  Thus  in  an  English  case,*  the  plaintiff 
brought  an  action  on  the  case  against  the  defendant 
for  willfully  making  loud  noises,  by  discharging  guns, 
whereby  he  was  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  his  right  in 
taking  wild  ducks,  by  his  decoys  being  frightened  away. 
The  court  held  that  although  the  plaintiff  was  engaged 
in  taking  wild  fowl  upon  a  public  stream,  yet,  that  as  he 
had  a  right  to  hunt  there,  the  defendant  had  no  right  will- 
fully to  disturb  him  in  the  exercise  of  his  right,  and  was 
liable  in  damages.  In  a  somewhat  similar  case,  where  a 
similar  result  followed,  the  plaintiff  was  disturbed  in  the 
taking  of  wild  fowl  in  a  decoy-pond  upon  his  own  prem- 

pounds.      In  granting  the  injunction,  '  Tanner    v.    Albion,   5    Hill,    121; 

the   vice-chancellor  said:    "I  have  a  Bloonihuff   v.   State,   8    Blackf.    205; 

still  clearer  opiniou  that  the  noise  of  People  w.  Sergeant,  8  Cow.  139;  Gaunt 

fire-works,  as  contrasted  with  the  noise  v.  Fynney,  L.  R.  8  Ch.   8;   4  Moak, 

of  the  tolling  of  a  bell,  to  say  nothing  718;    Inchbald   v.  Robinson,  L.  R.  4 

of  the  damage  that  may  be  occasioned  Ch.  388.     Gathering  in  a  noisy  way  ia 

by  the  falling  rocket-sticks,  is  a  serious  a   pigeon-shooting  match    may  be  a 

nuisance.     But  that  the  collection  of  nuisance:    King  v.  Moore,  3  Barn.  & 

crowds  is  a  nuisance  has  been  fully  Adol.  184.     See  Walker  v.  Brewster, 

established;  and  in  the  neighborhood  L.  R.  5  Eq.  Cas.  25. 

of  a  populous  town,  the  letting  oflf  Hre-  ■'  Snyder  v.  Cabell,  29  W.  Va.  48. 

works  and  performance  of  powerful  '  Knight  v.  Goodyear  Co.,  38  Conn, 

bands  will  collect  together  crowds  as  438;   9  Am.   Rep.  400;    First  Baptist 

a  necessary  and  not  merely  a  probable  Church  v,  R.  R.  Co.,  5  Bxrb.  79. 

cuusequenoe."  *  Carringtou  v.  Taylor,  11  East,  571. 
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ises,  and  the  noises  made  by  the  defendant  wore  also 
made  upon  his  own  premises,  but  with  the  view  and  })ur- 
pose  of  frightening  away  tlie  ducks  from  the  phiintitf's 
nond.* 


rom  ma- 


§  3010.  Coming  to  Nuisance  No  Defense  —  Acquies- 
cence.—  It  is  no  defense  tluit  the  phiintiif  came  to  the 
nuisance.^  The  fact  that  a  nuisance  was  originally  built 
remote  from  human  habitation,  and  plaintitls  have  since 
put  up  their  dwellings,  is  no  defense  in  an  action  seeking 
to  enjoin  the  furtiier  continuance  of  the  nuisance."'  So 
tlie  fact  that  the  plaintilf  is  a  tenant  from  year  to  year, 
and  that  he  has  continued  to  lease  the  premises  after  the 
erection  of  the  nuisance,  at  the  same  yearly  rent,  does 
not  operate  as  a  defense,  or  prevent  the  plaintiff  from 
recovering  such  damages  as  he  has  sustained  by  reason  of 
the  nuisance.*  One  who  hiros  land  on  which  a  railroad 
company  maintains  a  nuisance  may  maintain  an  action  if 
the  nuisance  is  not  abated.  It  is  no  defense  that  he  need 
not  have  hired  the  land.*  In  the  case  of  a  private  nui- 
sance, the  fact  that  the  complainant  has  slept  seven  years 
upon  his  rights  raises  a  strong,  if  not  conclusive,  pre- 
sumption that  the  injury  complained  of  is  not  of  suoh  a 
pressing  and  urgent  nature  as  to  entitle  him  to  come 
into  a  court  of  equity  and  obtain  the  aid  of  a  special 
injunction  to  restrain  such  nuisance.*  Where  one  lies 
by  and  permits  another  (o  erect  works  at  great  expense, 
and  to  use  them  for  several  years  without  objection,  he 
cannot  come  into  equity  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 


'  Kceble  v.  Hickeringill,  11  Eaat, 
574. 

''  Tii)ping  V.  St.  Helens  Smelting 
Co.,  L.  11.  1  Ch.  66;  Howell  v.  McCoy, 
3  liiiwle,  *2o6;  Bankart  v.  Houghton, 
27  Beav.  4-J5;  Smith  v.  Phiilip.s,  8 
Phila.  10;  Aloxaiuler  i'.  Kerr,  2  Rawle, 
83;  11)  Am.  Dec.  61(5;  VeiUler  r.  Ved- 
der,  1  Deiiio,  257;  Roberts  v.  Clarke, 
18  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  49;  Croahy  r.  liessey, 
49  Me.  539;  77  Am.  Doc.  271;  Mulli- 


gan V.  Elias,  12  Abb.  Pr..  N.  S.,  259; 
AuKell  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  SS  N.  J.  Eq.  58; 
ItusluicU  V.  Robo.-ou,  .^2  Iowa,  541); 
Hurlbut  V.  McKoiie,  55  Conn.  31;  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  17. 

3  Seifrieil  v.  Hays,  81  Ky.  377;  50 
Am.  Rep.  167. 

*  Smith  V.  Phillips,  8  Phila.  10. 

»  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  English,  73 
Ga.  3()6. 

**  Hieskell  v.  Cross,  3  Brewst.  430. 
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use  of  such  works  in  the  same  manner  as  they  have  been 
before  used.^  So  if  A  constructs  a  work  with  the  consent 
of  B,  either  express  or  implied,  equity  will  not  afterwards 
restrain  him  by  injunction,  at  the  instance  of  B,  although 
the  work  proves  injurious  to  B.''  But  though  plaintiff 
consented  to  the  building  of  the  thing  of  which  he  now 
complains  as  a  nuisance,  he  is  not  estopped  unless  he 
gave  such  consent,  knowing,  or  having  reason  to  know, 
that  the  thing,  when  built,  would  be  a  nuisance.  His  act 
or  consent  must  have  been  such  as  to  make  any  subse- 
quent attempt  on  his  part  to  recover  damages  therefor  a 
positive  fraud.' 

§  3011.  Other  Defenses.  —  The  presence  of  similar 
nuisances  of  the  same  kind  is  no  defense.*  It  is  no 
defense  that  the  trade  cannot  be  carried  on  without 
making  much  noise.®  Defendant  may  show  that  the 
damage  was  contributed  to  by  other  causes  than  those 
for  which  the  defendant  is  in  fault.*  But  the  fact  that 
the  act  of  a  third  person  may  have  contributed  to  the 
final  catastrophe  will  not  exonerate  a  defendant  sued  for 
injuries  resulting  from  an  act  which  is  unlawful,  or  is  so 
hazardous  as  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  nuisance  on  ac- 
count of  the  occasion  for  accident  and  injury  which  it 
continuously  presents  to  innocent  persons.^ 


*  Southard  v,  Morris  Canal,  1  N.  J. 
Eq.  518. 

■'  Hulme  V.  Shreve,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  116. 

*  Corley  v.  Lancaster,  81  Ky.  171. 

*  Attoniey-Geiierjili).  Colney  Hatch, 
L.  R.  4  Ch.  14(3;  McKeou  v.  See,  51    1  Am.  St.  Rep.  55. 
N.  Y.  574;  10  Am.  Rep.  659. 


'  EUiotson  V.  Feetham,  2  Bing.  N. 
C.  134. 

^  Loughran  v.  Des  Moines,  72  Iowa, 
382. 

'  Barry  v.  Terkildsen,  72  OX.  254; 
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TITLE  XXXII. 
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Part  I.  —  MORTGAGES  OF  REALTY. 


CHAPTER  CXL. 

GENERAL  PRINCIPLES. 

I  3012.  Definition  and  nature  of. 

§  3013.  Who  may  make. 

§3014.  Who  may  take. 

§  3015.  Requisites  and  form  generally. 

§  3016.  Designation  of  parties. 

§  3017.  Description  of  the  property. 

§  3018.  Terminology  of  the  proviso. 

§  3019.  Specification  of  the  thing  secured. 

§  3020.  Principles  of  construction. 

§  3021.  Subject-matter  of  the  mortgage. 

§  3022.  Buildings,  fixtures,  crops,  and  franchise!. 

§  3023.  Equity  of  redemption. 

§  3024.  Equitable  mortgages. 

§  3012.    Definition  and  Nature  of  a  Mortgage.  —  A 

mortgage  may  be  defined  as  a  security  for  an  obligation 
without  possession.*  At  common  law  a  mortgage  of  lands 

23  Fed.  Rep.  258;  Wilcox  ».  Morris.  1 
Murph.  116;  3  Am.  Dec.  678;Peckham 
»V  Haddock,  36  111.  38;  Dougherty  v. 
McGolgan,  6  Gill  &  J.  275;  Lyon  v. 
Lyon  67  N.  Y.  250;  Wilmerding  v. 
Mitchell,  42  N.  J.  L.  476;  Duty  v. 
Graham,  12  Tex.  427;  62  Am.  Dec. 
034;  Johnson  v.  Sherman,  15  Cal.  287* 
76  Am.  Dec.  481;  Goodenow  v.  Ewer' 
16  Cal.  461;  76  Am.  Dec.  540;  Timmi 
».  Shannon,  19  Md.  296;  81  Am.  Deo. 
632;   Dutton  v.  Warschauer,  21  CaL 


Brown  v.  National  Bank,  44  Ohio 
St.  269;  Pearce  v.  Wilson,  111  Pa.  St. 
14;  56  Am.  Rep.  243;  Rapier  v.  Gulf 
City  Paper  Co.,  77  Ala.  126;  Frank  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  23  Fed.  Rep.  123.  In  a 
doubtful  case  a  transaction  will  be 
deemed  to  constitute  a  mortgage  rather 
than  a  conditional  sale.  Nor,  in  order 
that  it  may  be  treated  as  a  mortgage, 
18  it  essential  that  the  mortgagor  should 
have  given  his  personal  obligation  for 
the  debt:  Pioneer  G.  M.  Co.  v.  Baker, 
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is  defined  as  a  conveyance  upon  condition,  defeasible  by 
performance  of  tlie  condition.*  In  most  of  the  older 
states  of  the  Union  a  mortgage  is  held  to  pass  the  title  in 
the  property  to  the  mortgagee,  subject  to  the  right  of  the 
mortgagor  to  reacquire  the  title  by  performing  the  con- 
dition of  the  mortgage.^  In  many  of  the  newer  states  a 
mortgage  is  now  considered  as  merely  a  lien  upon  the 
property,  the  debt  being  regarded  as  the  principal  thing, 
and  the  security  as  merely  ancillary.  In  California,  in 
conformity  with  the  modern  view,  it  is  held  that  the  settled 
doctrine  of  equity  now  is,  that  a  mortgage  is  a  mere  secu- 
rity for  a  debt,  and  passes  only  a  chattel  interest;  that  the 
debt  is  the  principal,  and  the  land  the  incident;  that  the 
mortgage  constitutes  simply  a  lien,  or  encumbrance,  and 
that  the  equity  of  redemption  is  the  real  and  beneficial 
estate  in  the  land,  which  may  be  sold  and  conveyed  by 
the  mortgagor  in  any  of  the  ordinary  modes  of  assurance, 
subject  only  to  the  lien  of  the  mortgage;  that  the  original 
character  of  mortgages  has  undergone  a  change;  that 
they  have  ceased  to  be  conveyances,  except  in  form,  and 
pass  no  estate  in  the  land,  but  are  mere  securities.'     Un- 


609;  82  Am.  Dec.  765;  Horstman  v. 
Gerker,  49  Pa.  St.  282;  88  Am.  Dec. 
601;  Austin  v.  Sprague  Mfg.  Co.,  14  R. 
I.  464;  New  Orleans  Banking  Ass'n 
V.  Adams,  109  U.  S.  211.  See  also  Doe 
V.  Barton,  11  A.l.  &  E.  314;  Walton  v. 
Cody,  1  Wis.  420;  Ladue  u.  R.  R.  Co., 
13  Mich.  380;  87  Am.  Dec.  759. 

'  Simon  v.  Schmidt,  41  Hun,  318; 
Erwin  v.  Curtis,  43  Hun,  292;  Pancake 
V.  Cauffman,  114  Pa.  St.  113;  Quick  v. 
Turner,  26  Mo.  App.  29;  Durst  v. 
Murphy,  1 19  III.  343;  Cadman  v.  Peter, 
118  U.  S.  73;  Bailey  v.  Bailey,  115111. 
651;  Adams  v.  Adams,  51  Conn.  544. 

''  Toomer  v.  Randolph,  60  Ala.  356; 
Reynolds  v.  Canal  and  Banking  Co.  of 
N.  O.,  30  Ark.  520;  Turner  v.  Wat- 
kins,  31  Ark.  429;  Cross  v.  Robinson, 
21  Conn.  379;  Harper  v.  Ely,  70  III. 
681;  Erickson  v.  Rafferty,  79  111.  209; 
Stewart  v.  Barrow,  7  Bush,  368; 
Blaney  v,  Bearce,  2  Me.  132;  Wilkins 
«,  French,  20  Me.  Ill;  Annapolis  eto. 


R.  R.  Co.  V.  Gantt,  30  M...  115;  Ewer 
V.  Hobbs,  5  Met.  l-.S;  Reddick  v. 
Gressman,  49  Mo.  389;  Tripe  v.  Murcy, 
39  N.  H.  439;  Kircher »..  «chalk,  .S9  N. 
J.  L.  335;  Hemphill  v.  Ross,  66  N.  C. 
477;  Allen  v.  Everly,  24  Ohio  St.  97; 
Tryon  v.  Munson,  77  Pa.  St.  250;  Car 
penter  v.  Carpenter,  6  R.  I.  542;  Hen- 
shaw  V.  Wells,  9  Humph.  568;  Walker 
V.  King,  44  Vt.  601 ;  Faulkner  v.  Brock- 
enborough,  4  Rand.  245. 

»  McMillan  v.  Richards,  9  Cal.  365; 
70  Am.  Dec.  655;  Rev.  Codes  Dak. 
1877,  sec.  1733;  McMahon  v.  Russell, 
17  Fla.  698;  Carter  v.  Gunn,  64  Ga. 
651;  Fletcher  v.  Holmes,  32  Ind.  497; 
Rev.  Codes  Iowa  1880,  sec.  1938; 
Seckler  v.  Delfs,  25  Kan.  159;  Di»- 
claud  r.  Rousseau,  2  La.  Ann.  168; 
Livingston  v,  Hayes,  43  Mich.  129; 
Adams  ».  Corriston,  7  Minn.  456; 
Laws  Mont.  1877,  sec.  359;  Kyger  v. 
Ryley,  2  Neb.  20;  Whitmore  v.  Shive- 
rick,  3NeT.  288;  Laws  N.  M.  1876,  o. 
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less  expressly  provided  for,  tlie  mortjTagee  is  not  entitled 
to  possession  of  the  property  until  after  foreclosure,  where 
the  mortgage  is  held  to  be  only  a  lien  upon  the  property.* 

§  3013.  Who  may  Make.  —  Any  person  who  is  siii 
juris  may  give  a  mortgage,  or  empower  an  attorney  to  do 
so  for  him.*  And  by  statute  certain  persons  in  a  fiduciary 
or  representative  capacity  may  do  so  by  order  of  court.' 
A  mortgage  by  an  infant  is  voidable  only,  and  may  be  dis- 
affirmed, but  the  disaffirmance  must  be  prompt.*  With 
regard  to  a  married  woman,  the  modern  rule,  principally 
statutory,  is,  that  her  mortgage  is  valid  when  made  to 
secure  her  own  debt.*    A  person  of  weak  intellect  can 


36,  see.  8:  Waters  v.  Stewart,  1  Caines 
t'iia.  47;  Roberts  v.  Sutherlin,  4  Or. 
219;  Tliiiyer  v.  Cramer,  1  McConl  Ch. 
395;  Wright  v.  Henderson,  12  Tex. 
43;  Coiiip.  Laws  Utah  187(5.  478;  Gen. 
Laws  Wash.  1877,  sec.  550;  Word  r 
Trask,  7  Wis.  566;  76  Am.  Dec.  230; 
Buck  V.  Swazey,  .35  Me.  41 ;  56  Am. 
Dec.  681;  Burke  v.  Cruger,  8  Tex.  66; 
58  Am.  Dec.  102. 

'  Mitchell  V.  Bartlett,  52  Barb.  .319; 
Barrett  v.  Blackmar,  47  Iowa,  565; 
Seckler  v.  Delfs,  25  Kan.  159;  Kidd  v. 
Teeple,  22  Cal.  255;  Wells  v.  Van 
Dyke,  109  Pa.  St.  330;  Berlack  v. 
Halle,  22Fla.  236;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  185. 

■^Zaue  V.  Kennedy,  73  Pa.  St.  182; 
Payne  v.  Patterson,  77  Pa.  St.  134; 
Page  V.  Cooper,  16  Beav.  396;  Cou- 
tant  V.  Servoss,  3  Barb.  128. 

*  Ell  wards  v.  Taliafcro,  34  Mich.  13; 
Merritt  v.  Simpson,  41  111.  391;  Agri- 
cultural Ins.  Co.  V.  Barnard,  26  Hun, 
302;  Wetherill  v.  Harris,  67  Ind.  452; 
Black  V.  Dressell,  20  Kan.  153;  Grif- 
fin V.  Johnson,  37  Mich.  87. 

♦  Willis  V.  Twombly,  13  Mass.  204; 
Loomer  v.  Wheelwright,  3  Sand.  Ch. 
135;  Flynn  v.  Powers,  35  How.  Pr. 
279;  36  How.  Pr.  289;  Dana  v.  Coombs, 
6firt^eiil.  89;  19  Am.  Dec.  194;  Heath 
V.  West,  28  N.  H.  101;  Callis  v.  Day, 
38  Wis.  64.S;  Kitchen  v.  Lee,  11  Paige, 
107;  42  Am.  Dec.  101;  Story  v.  John- 
sou,  2  Young  &  C.  707;  Boston  Bank  v. 
Chaniberlin,  15  Mass.  220;  Lynde  v. 
Budd,  2  Paige,  191;  21  Am.  Dec.  84; 
Henry  r.   Root,   33  N.  Y.    526,  553; 


Yonngu.  McKee,  13  Mich  552;  Hub- 
bard  v.  Cummings,  1  Greenl.  1 1 ;  Big- 
elow  V.  Kinney,  3  Vt.  353;  21  Am. 
Dec.  589;  Badger  v.  Phinney,  15  Mass. 
359;  8  Am.  Dec.  105;  Bobbins  v. 
Eaton,  ION.  H.  561;  Roberts  v.  Wig- 
gin,  1  N  H.  73;  8  Am.  Dec.  38;  Pliil- 
lips  V.  Green,  5  T.  B.  Mon.  355;  Allen 
V.  Poole,  54  Miss.  323;  Keegan  v.  Cox, 
116  Mass.  289;  Merchants  Fire  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Grant,  2  Edw.  Ch.  544;  Palmer 
V.  Miller,  25  Barb.  399;  Chandler  v. 
McKinney,  6  Mich.  217;  74  Am.  Dec. 
686;  Cronise  v.  Clark,  4  Md.  Ch.  403; 
Dill  V.  Bowen,  54  Ind.  204;  Walsh  v. 
Young,  110  Mass.  396;  Hamer  v.  Dip- 
pie,  31  Ohio  St.  72;  27  Am.  Rep.  496; 
Davis  V.  Dudley,  70  Me.  236;  35  Am. 
Rep.  318;  Gillespie  v.  Bailey,  12  W. 
Va.  70;  '29  Am.  Rep.  445;  Featherston 
V.  McDoiuiull,  15  U.  C.  C.  P.  162; 
Glenn  v.  (lark,  53  Md.  580;  White  v. 
Graves,  107  Mass.  325;  9  Am.  Rep.  38; 
Kerr  r.  Russell,  69  111.  6t)6;  18  Am. 
Rep.  6.34;  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  r.  Rook, 
84  Pa.  St.  442;  24  Am.  Rep.  204; 
Johnston  v.  Wallace,  53  Miss.  331;  24 
Am.  Rep.  099;  Heburn  v.  Warner, 
112  Mass.  271;  17  Am.  Rep.  86. 

■''  Yale  r.  Dederer,  22  N.  Y.  451 ;  78 
Am.  Dec.  216;  Young  v.  Gratf,  28  111. 
20;  Owen  r.  Cawley,  36  N.  Y.  600; 
Rogers  v.  Ward,  8  Allen,  387;  85  Am. 
Dec.  710;  Knowles  v,  McCamly,  10 
Paige,  342;  Willard  v.  P^astham,  15 
Gray,  328;  Gardner  v.  Gardner,  7 
Paige,  112;  Heburn  v.  Warner,  112 
Mass.  271;  17  Am.  Rep.  86;  Ledlie  v. 
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give  a  valid  mortgage,  provided  no  undue  advantage  was 
taken  of  his  weakness.'  One  partner  cannot  give  a  mort- 
gage of  the  partnership  property  to  secure  his  own  individ- 
ual debt.  A  mortgage  so  given  would  attach  only  to  the 
mortgagor's  interest  in  the  property  after  the  partnership 
account  had  been  taken,^  Corporations  have  power  to 
mortgage  as  incidental  to  the  powers  to  acquire  and  hold 
real  estate  and  to  make  contracts.' 

§  3014.    Who  may  Take.  —  A  mortgage  may  be  taken 
by  any  one  who  is  capable  of  holding  real  estate.*     So  an 


Vrooman,  41  Barb.  109;  White  v. 
Story,  43  Barb.  124;  White  v.  McNett, 
33  N.  Y.  .371;  Ballin  r.  Dillayo,  37  N. 
Y.  35;  Cruger  v.  Uruger,  5  Barb.  227; 
Curtis  V.  Eiigel,  2  Sand.  287;  Jaquea 
V.  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  17 
Johns.  548;  8  Am.  Dec.  447;  Corn  Ex- 
change Ins.  Co.  V.  Babcock,  42  N.  Y. 
613;  Nourse  v.  Henshaw,  123  Mass. 
96;  Burns  v.  Lyude,  6  Allen,  305; 
Athol  Medicine  Co.  v.  Fuller,  107 
Mass.  437;  Williams  v.  Hay  ward,  117 
Mass.  5.32;  Thacher  v.  Churchill,  118 
Mass.  108;  Krnuskop  v.  Shontz,  51  Wis. 
204;  37  Am.  Rep.  Rep.  817;  Northw. 
Mut.  Life.  Ins.  Co.  v.  AUis,  23  Minn. 
337;  Edwards  v.  Schoeneman,  104  111. 
278;  Rencher  v.  Wynne,  86  N.  C. 
268;  Tieineyer  v.  Turnquist,  85  N.  Y. 
516;  39  Am.  Rep.  674;  Ackley  v. 
Westervelt,  86  N.  Y.  448;  Speck  v. 
Gurney,  25  Hun,  644;  Wilson  v.  Her- 
bert, 41  N.  J.  L.  454;  32  Am.  Rep. 
343;  Hall  v.  Tay,  131  Mass.  192; 
Plummer  v.  Jarman,  44  Md.  G32; 
Campbell  v.  Tompkins,  32  N.  J.  Eq. 
170;  Newhart  v.  Peters,  80  N.  C.  166; 
Marlow  v.  Barlew,  53  Cal.  456;  Low 
V.  Anderson,  41  Iowa,  476;  Collins  v. 
Wassell,  34  Ark.  17;  Wasburn  v. 
Roesch,  13  111.  App.  268;  Spurgin  v. 
Traut,  65  III.  170;  Saratoga  County 
Bank  v.  Pruyn,  90  N.  Y.  250;  Huyler 
V.  Atwood,  26  N.  J.  Eq.  504;  Simms 
V.  Kelly,  70  Ala.  429;  Fitch  v.  Jef- 
fries, 59  Miss.  506. 

'  Van  Horn  v.  Keenan,  28  111.  445; 
Ripley  v.  Babcock,  13  Wis.  425;  Mar- 
monv.  Marmon,  47  Iowa,  121;  Day  v. 
Seely,  17  Vt.  542;  Copenrath  v.  Kien- 
by,  83  Ind  18;  Bevia  v.  Powell,  11 
Mo.  App.  2^6. 


'Hewitt  V.  Rankin,  41  Iowa,  35; 
Ruchan  v.  Sumner,  2  Barb.  Ch.  165; 
Fairchild  v.  Fairchild,  5  Hun,  407; 
Chicago  Lumber  Co.  v.  Ashworth,  26 
Kan.  212;  Moreau  v,  Saffarans,  3 
Snecd,  595;  67  Am.  Dec.  582;  Hogle 
V.  Lowe,  12Nev.  286;  Meily  v.  Wood, 
71  Pa.  St.  488;  10  Am.  Rep,  719; 
Shanks  v.  Klein,  104  U.  S.  18;  Me- 
chanics' Bank  v.  Godwin,  5  N.  J.  Eq. 
334;  Beecherr.  Stevens,  43  Conn.  587; 
Collumbr.  Read,  24  N.  Y.  510;  His- 
cock  V.  Phelps,  49  N.  Y.  97;  French  v. 
Lovejoy,  12  N.  H.  458;  Everett  v. 
Schepmoes,  6  Hun,  479;  Smith  v. 
Kerr,  3  N.  Y.  144;  Wilson  r.  Hunter, 
14  Wis.  683;  80  Am.  Dec.  795;  Hoi- 
brook  V.  Chamberlin,  116  Mass.  155; 
17  Am.  Rep.  146;  Green  v.  Arnold,  11 
R.  I.  364;  23  Am.  Rep.  466. 

'  Holbrook  v.  Chamberlin,  116  Mass. 
155;  17  Am.  Rep.  146;  Daniels ». 
Hart,  118  Mass.  543;  Thompson  v. 
Lambert,  44  Iowa,  2.39;  Aurora  etc. 
Soc.  V.  Paddock,  80  111.  263;  Mobile  etc. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Talman,  15  Ala.  472; 
Philadelphia  v.  West.  Union  Tel.  Co., 
11  Phila.  327;  Detroit  v.  Mut.  Gas  Co., 
43  Mich.  594;  Woodruff  w.  R.  R.  Co., 
25  Hun,  246;  Houston  etc.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Shirley,  54  Tex.  125;  Burt  v. 
Rattle,  31  Ohio  St.  116;  Coe  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  266;  McAllister 
V.  Plant,  54  Miss.  106;  Richards  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  44  N.  H.  127;  Chapin  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  8  Gray,  575;  Bond  v.  Coke.  71 
N.  C.  97;  El  well  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  67 
Barb.  83;  Richmond  v.  McGirr,  78 
Ind.  192;  In  re  St.  Helen  Mill  Co.,  3 
Saw.  88. 

*  Fay  V.  Cheney,  14  Pick.  399;  Ap- 
pleton  V.  Boyd,  7  Mass.  131. 
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infant,  alien,  or  married  woman  may  be  a  mortgagee;^ 
also  corporations,  if  the  debt  was  contracted  in  promoting 
the  objects  of  their  existence.  In  like  manner,  trustees 
and  national  banks  may  take  mortgages  on  real  estate  as 
security  for  past  indebtedness;*  and  it  has  latterly  been 
held  that  a  mortgage  taken  by  a  national  bank  to  secure 
present  or  future  advances  is  valid.'  Wlien  a  mortgage 
is  taken  to  two  or  more  persons  as  security  for  a  joint 
debt,  the  mortgagees  are  joint  tenants.* 

Illustrations.  —  Suit  brought  by  A  against  B  and  others 
on  a  promissory  note  njade  by  B,  C,  and  1),  in  favor  of  A,  and 
for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  made  by  D  and  his  wife  to 
A.  At  the  time  he  executed  the  note  and  mortgage  D  was  of 
unsound  mind.  The  money  was  obtained  by  D,  and  used 
for  his  benefit,  and  the  transaction  was  bona  fide.  Held.,  that 
the  mortgage  was  a  valid  one,  and  could  be  enforced  against  D 
and  his  representatives:  Copenrath  v.  Kienhy,  83  Ind.  18.  A 
gave  to  a  bank  of  Nebraska  a  mortgage  of  real  estate;  subse- 
quently said  bank  was  organized  as  a  national  bank,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  3,  18G4,  and  the  aniend- 
nients  thereto.  Those  statutes  prohibited  said  national  bank 
from  purchasing  mortgage  securities;  state  bank  assigned  to 
national  bank  the  said  mortgage.  Held,  that  the  assignment 
was  valid,  and  that  the  mortgage  might  be  foreclosed  by  the 
national  bank:  Scofield  v.  State  National  Bank  of  Lincoln,  9 
Neb.  316;  31  Am.  Rep.  412. 

§  3015.  Requisites  and  Form  Generally.  —  A  verbal 
mortgage  is  invalid,  but  no  particular  words  or  form  of 
conveyance  are  necessary  to  give  the  contract  the  quali- 
ties of  a  mortgage.  It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
rule,  that  wherever  a  conveyance  or  assignment  of   an 


1. 


399;  Ap- 


'  Parker  v.  Lincoln,  12  Mass.  16; 
Hughes  V.  Edwards,  9  Wheat.  489; 
Tucker  V.  Fenno,  110  Mass.  .311;  Wo- 
choska  V.  Wochoska,  45  Wis.  423. 

2  State  V.  Rice,  65  Ala.  S3;  Woods 
V.  People's  Nat.  Bank,  83  Pa.  St.  57; 
Turner  v.  Madison,  78  Ind.  19;  Wiaton 
V.  Little,  94  Pa.  St.  64. 

'  Union  Nat.  Bank  v.  Matthews,  98 
U.S.  621;  Thornton  V.  Nat.  Exchange 
Bank,  71  Mo.  221;  Scofield  v.  State 
Nat.  Bank,  9  Neb.  316;  31  Am.  R«p. 


412;  Nat.  Bank  r.  Whitney,  103  U.  S. 
99;  Oldham  v.  Wilmington  Bank,  85 
N.  C.  240. 

♦Burnett  v.  Pratt,  22  Pick.  556; 
Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Sturges,  32  N.  J. 
Eq.  678,  683;  Wright  v.  Ware,  58  Ga. 
150;  Brown  v.  Bates,  55  Me.  520;  92 
Am.  Dec.  613;  Norcross  v.  Norcross, 
105  Mass.  205;  Stewart  v.  Allegheny 
Nat.  Bank,  101  Pa.  St.  342:  Goodwiu 
V.  Hichardsou,  11  Mass.  469. 


3015 


MORTOAGES. 


4886 


estnto  is  originally  intended  us  a  security  for  money, 
whether  tliia  intention  appear  from  the  deed  itself  or 
any  other  instrument,  it  is  always  considered  in  equity 
as  a  mortgage.  The  property  upon  which  the  security  is 
to  opcnito  must  be  described  with  accuracy  suflicient  to 
identify  it.  The  intention  to  create  a  lien  must  clearly 
appear,  and  the  debt  for  which  the  security  is  given  must 
bo  specilied.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  mortgage  should 
be  included  in  one  instrument.  It  is  frequently  eifected 
by  means  of  an  absolute  deed,  coui)led  with  a  defeasance 
in  writing,  or  by  parol.*  A  power  of  sale  is  not  an  essen- 
tial ingredient  of  a  mortgage.''  Statutory  forms  of  mort- 
gage have  been  introduced  into  some  of  the  states.'  An 
absolute  deed  of  trust  is  not  a  mortgage,  and  the  distinc- 
tion between  such  a  deed  and  a  deed  of  trust  in  the 
nature  of  a  mortgage  is  well  defined.  Where  the  con- 
veyance to  a  trustee  is  as  collateral  security  merely,  for 
the  payment  of  a  debt,  with  the  condition  that  it  shall 
become  void  upon  its  payment,  and  with  a  power  to  sell 
the  land  in  case  of  default,  it  is  a  deed  of  trust  in  the 
nature  of  a  mortgage.  The  grantor  parts  with  his  title 
conditionally  only.  If  there  is  no  such  condition,  but 
the  conveyance  is  an  absolute  deed  of  trust,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  money  to  pay  a  debt,  if  not  paid  as 
agreed,  the  grantor  parts  with  all  his  legal  estate,  and 
whatever  rights  he  has  are  in  their  nature  equitable 
merely.  The  fact  that  the  deed  is  made  to  a  trustee  with 
power  of  sale  does  not  change  its  character  in  this  respect. 

'  Wilcox  V.  Morris,  1  Murph.  116;  3  v.  Adams,  109  U.  S.  211;  Irwin  v.  Hub- 
Am.  Dec.  G78;  Porter  v.  MuUer,  53  bard,  49  Ind.  350;  19  Am.  Rep.  679. 
Cal.  077;  Burnside  v.  Terry,  45  Ga.  •'  Lawrence  v.  Farmers'  Loan  and 
621;  DeLeonw.  Higuera,  15  Cal.  483;  Trust  Co.,  13  N.  Y.  200;  Taylor  v. 
Baldwin  v.  Jenkins,  23  Miss.  206;  Ma-  Cliowning,  3  Leigh,  654;  Turner  v, 
son  V.  Moody,  26  Miss.  184;  Horbach  Bonchell,  3  Har.  &  J.  99;  Jackson  v, 
V.  Hill,  112  U.  S.  144;  Titcombi;.  Mc-  Henry,  10  Johns.  185,  196;  6  Am. 
Allister,  77  Me.  353;  Logue's  Appeal,  Dec.  328;  Hyman  v.  Devereux,  03 
104  Pa.  St.  136;  Knight  w.  McCord,  63  N.  C.  624,  628;  Lydston  v.  Powell, 
Iowa,  429;  Ross  v.  Brusie,  64  Cal.  245;  101  Mass.  77. 

Wilhelm  v.  Woodcock,  11  Or.  518;  »  Notably  California,  Dakota  Terri- 
Klinck  V.  Price,  4  W.  Va.  4;  6  Am.  tory,  Illinois,  Indi:ma,  Iowa,  Mary- 
Rep.  268;  New  Orleans  Banking  Ass'u  land,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Tennessee. 
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Deeds  of  trust  are  either  without  a  condition  that  thoy 
are  to  be  void  when  the  debt  is  paid,  or  they  nuiy  have 
such  a  condition.  Tlie  former  are  conveyances  of  an  ab- 
solute estate  in  trust  to  secure  a  debt,  with  a  power  of 
sale  in  the  trustee  to  execute  the  trust,  and  they  divest 
the  grantor  of  his  legal  estate,  loaviing  in  him  nothing  but 
an  e(piity,  while  the  latter  constitute  merely  a  security 
for  the  debt,  defeasible  upon  its  payment,  the  legal  estate 
remaining  in  the  mortgagor  after  default,  as  iigainst  all 
the  world  except  the  mortgagee.  Both  forms  of  instru- 
ments are  mortgages  in  equity.* 

lLLUSTl^ATIONS. —  H,  who  furnished  the  money  for  A's  entry 
on  certain  tiuiber-hmd,  took  the  title  in  his  own  name,  agree- 
ing to  convey  two  thirds  to  A  on  repayment  within  a  year,  and 
the  other  one  tliird  on  payment  by  A  of  a  certain  larger  sum. 
Ilchl,  a  mortgage:  Sckriber  v.  Le  Clair,  GO  Wis.  579.  A  deed 
of  trust  was  given  to  secure  a  debt,  and  the  property  advertised 
for  sale.  The  debtor  obtained  an  injunction  against  the  sale, 
and  was  induced  to  dismiss  his  suit  and  allow  the  sale  to  go 
on,  on  an  agreement  that  the  creditor  should  purchase  and 
give  time  to  the  debtor  to  repurchase  for  the  amount  of  the 
debt,  which  was  a  fair  price  for  the  land.  Held,  not  a  mort- 
gage, but  a  sale  with  an  option  to  repurchase:  Kerr  v.  /////,  27 
\V.  \^a.  576.  A  conveyed  land  to  B.  B  agreed  in  writing  to 
pay  certain  debts  of  A,  A  to  repay  the  amount  within  three 
years,  with  interest,  and  upon  repayment,  B  to  reconvey  the 
land  to  A.  Held,  that  the  transaction  constituted  a  conditional 
sale,  and  not  a  mortgage:  Hays  v.  Carr,  83  Ind.  275. 

§  3016.  Designation  of  Parties. — Though  highly  desir- 
able, absolute  accuracy  in  the  names  of  the  parties  is  not 
indispensable  to  the  validity  of  a  mortgage;  and  where 
the  mistake  gives  rise  to  a  patent  ambiguity,  parol  evi- 
dence is  admissible  to  explain  it.  But  where  the  wrong 
name  is  given,  it  is  not  competent  to  introduce  verbal 
testimony  to  show  what  name  was  intended.  Where  two 
names  are  distinguishable,  such  as  George  and  James,  or 

'  Hoffman  v.   Mackall,  5   Ohio  St.  10  Am.  Dec.  530;  Koch  v.  Briggs.  14 

124;  (i4Am,  Dec.  037;  Lake  ?;.  Brown,  Cal.  256;    73  Am.  Doc.  051;    Fox  », 

110  111.  83;  Martin  v.  Alter.  4'2  Oiiio  Fraser,  92  lud.  205. 
St.  94;  Chowuing  v.  Cox,  1  Raud.  306; 
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even  where  the  names  are  much  alike,  as  Edward  and 
Edwin,  it  is  not  competent  to  go  into  direct  parol  evi- 
dence that  where  one  name  vas  written  the  other  was  in- 
tended. It  is  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  grant  that  the 
parties  be  named  in  the  deed,  or  plainly  designated,  so  as 
to  distinguish  them  from  all  others.  A  grant  to  Henry, 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  where  his  name  is  Robert,  is  good;  or 
to  A  and  his  wife;  or  to  a  father  and  his  son,  if  he  have 
only  one  son,  it  is  good;  but  if  he  have  several  sons,  or  if 
the  grant  be  to  a  man's  cousin,  it  is  void  for  uncertainty.^ 
A  mortgage  may  be  made  to  the  heirs  at  law  of  a  deceased 
person;  but  not  to  the  heirs  of  a  living  person;  for  nemo 
est  hasres  mventis}  The  name  of  the  husband  of  a  mar- 
ried woman  should  be  given;  or  if  unmarried,  it  should 
be  stated  that  she  is  "  single  "  or  "  a  widow."  A  mort- 
gage is  well  executed  by  a  married  woman  signing  her 
given  name  alone,  her  full  name  appearing  in  the  body 
of  the  instrument  and  the  acknowledgment.* 

Illustrations. —  A  mortgage  was  signed  by  three  persons, 
none  of  wliose  names  appeared  in  the  granting  clause  save  by 
the  pronoun  "I."  Held,  not  void  for  uncertainty:  Madden  v. 
Floyd,  69  Ala.  221.  Bond  and  mortgage  executed  in  blank  as 
to  name  of  obligee  and  mortgagee.  Held,  entirely  incomplete, 
and  of  no  more  legal  force  than  a  simple  piece  of  blank  paper: 
Chauncey  v.  Ar7iold,  24  N.  Y.  330. 

§  3017.  De£;cription  of  Property.  —  This  should  be  ac- 
curate; but  a  general  description  which  extrinsic  evidence 
can  make  certain  what  property  was  intended  to  be  in- 
chided  is  sufficient.*    Reference  to  other  deeds  for  a  descrip- 

307;  Hall  v  Loonaid,  1  Pick.  27,  30; 
Laurence  v.  Fletclier,  8  Met.  153,  103; 
City  Bank  of  Kenoska  v.  McCIellau, 
21  Wis.  112. 

•"  Zanii  V.  Hatter,  71  lad.  136;  36 
Am.  .^ep.  193. 

*  Sharp  V.  Thompson,  100  111.  447; 
39  Am.  Rep.  01;  Slater  v.  Breeze,  30 
Mioh.  77;  Wilson  v.  Boyce,  92  U.  S. 
320;  Keiffer?;.  Starn,  27 'La.  Ann.  282; 
Tucker  v.  Field,  51  Misa.  191. 


*  Peabody  v.  Brown,  10  Gray,  45; 
Scanlan  v.  Wright,  13  Pick.  523,  530; 
25  Am.  Dec.  Mi;  Thorp  v.  Merrill,  21 
Minn.  360;  91  Am.  Dec.  109;  Cobb 
V.  Lucas,  15  Pick.  7;  Kincaidw.  Howe, 
10  Mass.  20:i;  Cliauiicey  v.  Arnold,  24 
N.  Y.  3;W;  Stowell  i .  Haslett,  5  Lans. 
385;  Middleton  v.  Fi  nlla,  2!>  Cal.  76; 
Colton  r.  Seavey,  22  Cal.  496;  Tustia 
V.  Faught,  23  Cal.  2:J7. 

^  Shaw  V.  Loud,  12  Mass.  447; 
Thomas  v.  Marahtield,  10  Pick.  364, 
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tion  is  sufficient.*  An  accurate  and  complete  description 
of  more  lands  than  are  embraced  in  the  other  deeds  re- 
ferred to,  although  the  premises  are  described  as  "the  same 
estate  *'  as  is  mentioned  in  the  deeds,  will  include  the  ad- 
ditional lands  described.'  So  a  mortgage  of  "all  the  town 
lots  the  mortgagor  then  owned  in  law  or  in  equity,"  with- 
out further  description,  is  not  void  for  uncertainty.'  And 
where  the  property  is  described  as  "  all  my  estate,"  or 
"  all  my  lands,  wherever  situated,"  or  "  all  my  property," 
it  is  sufficient.*  The  mortgagor  is  estopped  from  setting 
up  that  the  description  is  so  vague  and  indefinite  as  not 
to  include  any  property.*  And  it  requires  proof  of  the 
strongest  kind  to  enable  a  mortgagor  to  show  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  include  property  which  is  described  in  the 
mortgage.*  Where  there  is  a  difference  in  lie  description 
contained  in  the  operative  part  of  the  deed  and  a  subse- 
quent clause,  the  former  must  prevail.^  A  mortgage  will 
not  be  declared  void  for  uncertainty  in  the  description,  if 
the  land  can  be  located  with  reasonable  certainty;  and  if 
two  phrases  cannot  be  reconciled,  that  which  would  defeat 
the  mortgage  should  be  rejected.*  A  mortgage  may  oper- 
ate on  land  between  the  xterior  line  of  a  street  and  its 
center,  although  not  so  stating,  when  it  clearly  is  intended 
to  convey  all  the  mortgagor's  interest  and  estate,  and  after- 
wards the  street  is  abandoned,  and  it  appears  that  the 
mortgagor's  estate  extended  to  the  centor."  Failure  to 
give  the  county  and  state  in  the  description  will  not 
avoid  the  mortgage  when  it  appears  on  its  face,  and  in 


» Wallace  v.  Furber,  62  Ind.  103; 
Googaii  V.  Burling  Mills,  124  Mass. 
3il0;  Holmes  v.  Abrahams,  31  N.  J. 
Eq.  415;  Newmaa  y.  Tymeson,  13  Wis. 
172;  8J  Am.  Dec.  735. 

'■'  Auburn  Cougregational  Church  v. 
Walker,  124  Mass.  G9.  But  see  Fitz- 
gerald V.  Libby,  142  Mass.  235. 

^Starling  /;.  Blair,  4  Bil)b,  288; 
Trauum  r.  Wilkinson,  81  Ala.  408; 
Kochat  :;.  Emuiett,  35  Miua.  420. 


♦Wilson  V.  Biyce,  92  U.  S.  320; 
Usina  v.  Wilder,  58  Ga.  178. 

^  Whitney  v.  Buckiiian.  13  Cal.  536; 
Tryon  v.  Sutton,  13  (.'al.  490. 

•*  Shepard  v.  Shopard,  36  Mich. 
173. 

'  Donuan  r.  Intelligencer  etc.  Co., 
70  Mo.  168. 

«  People  V.  Storms,  97  N.  Y.  364. 

»  Smyth  V.  Rowe,  33  Hun,  422. 
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the  certificate  of  acknowledgment,  that  it  was  executed 
between  residents  of  the  state.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgage  described  several  lots  by  num- 
bers, adding  "  being  all  of  block  25,"  etc.     It  appeared  that 
this  block  contained  no  such  numbers,  but  they  were  in  another 
block,  and  also  that  the  mortgagor's  intention  was  to  mortgage 
the  block  in  which  he  lived,  and  that  he  lived  in  block  25.  Held, 
effectual  to  convey  block  25:  Sharp  v.  Thompson,  100  111.  447; 
39  Am.  Rep.  61.    Under  a  statute  of  Missouri,  certain  bonds  were 
issued  to  and  accepted  by  a  railroad  company.     The  statute 
declared  that  the  bonds  should  constitute  a  first  lien  and  mort- 
gage upon  the  road  and   property  of  that  company.     Subse- 
quently the  company  executed  a  deed  of  trust  of  its  lands,  which 
had  been  granted  by  Congress  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
road.     Held,  that  the  granted  lands  passed  under  the  bonds, 
and  tliat  the  lien  of  the  bond-holders  took  priority  of  the  claims 
under  the  trust  deed:    Wilson  v.  Boyce,  92  U.  S.  320.     A  exe- 
cuted a  deed  of  trust  to  B,  as  trustee,  to  secure  C,  in  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars.     The  language  of  the  granting  clause 
in  the  deed  was  as  follows:  "  Do  by  these  presents  sell,  bragain, 
and  convey  unto  said  party  •■^f  the  second  part  the  following 
described  property,  to  wit,  the  undivided  two-thirds  interest  o^ 
in,  and  to,"  etc.     In  the  habendum  clause  it  was  provided  that 
upon  default  in  payment  of  the  note  secured  by  the  deed  the 
trustee  might  proceed  to  sell  said  property,  and  also  that  "  after 
condition  broken  the  said  B  might  take  possession  of  the  whole 
of  said  property,  and  sell  the  same,"  etc.    Held,  that  the  trustee 
could  sell  and  convey  only  an  undivided  two-thirds  interest  of 
the  property:  Donian  v.  Intelligencer  P.  &  P.  Co.,  70  Mo.  168. 

§  3018.  Terminology  of  the  Proviso.  —  No  particular 
form  of  words  is  necessary.  Any  expressions  from  which 
it  in  fact  appears  that  the  instrument  was  intended  to  be 
a  security  are  sufficient.'*  The  intention  of  the  parties 
is  what  is  regarded;  and  the  substance  rather  than  the 
forni.^  Extraneous  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  what 
the  condition  really  is.*     But  it  must  appear   that   the 


1  Stockwell  V.  State,  101  Incl  1. 

*  Adains  v.  Stevuiis,  4i)  Me.  362; 
Cowles  V.  Marble,  .'57  Mich.  158;  Sny- 
der V.  Bunnell,  04  Ind.  403. 

3  Steel  V.  Steel,  4  Allen,  417;  Lan- 
fair  V.  Laut'air,  18  Pick.  2'JO;  Skinner 


V.  Cox,  4  Dev.  59;  Palmer  v.  Howard, 
72  Cal.  203;  1  Am.  St.  Kep.  GO. 

*  Youngs  V.  Wilson,  27  N.  Y.  351; 
Campbell  v.  Dearborn,  109  Mass.  130; 
12  Ata.  Hep.  071. 
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deed   is   to   become  void   upon    the  happening  of  some 
event.^ 

Illustrations,  —  A  deed  recited  that  the  grantor  "was  de- 
sirous of  securing  the  said  L.,  etc.,  against  any  loss  by  reason 
of  their  several  obligations  aforesaid."  The  deed  contained  no 
proviso  for  redemption,  nor  any  declaration  of  trust.  Ifeld, 
upon  its  face  a  mortgage:  Skinner  v.  Cox,  4  Dev.  59.  A 
deed  contained  the  following  proviso:  Provided,  nevcrlhcless, 
whereas  an  agreement  has  this  day  been  entered  into  by  and 
between  myself  and  the  said  L.  S.,  and  A.  S.,  wife  of  said  L.  S., 
whereby  I,  the  said  A.,  have  undertaken,  for  a  valuable  consid- 
eration, to  support  the  said  L.  and  wife  during  their  natural 
lives  and  that  of  the  survivor  of  tliem,  and  now,  if  I,  the  said 
A.,  shall  well  and  truly  provide  meat,  clothing,  etc.,  for  them 
in  sickness  and  health,  so  long  as  they  live,  etc.  Held,  to  be 
a  mortgage:  Steel  v.  Steel,  4  Allen,  417. 

I  3019.  Specification  of  Thing  Secured. — The  descrip- 
tion is  not  required  to  be  literally  exact.  If  adequate  to 
direct  the  attention  of  parties  subsequently  dealing  with 
th^  property  to  sources  of  correct  and  full  information,  it 
is  s  ifficient.^  In  the  absence  of  all  fraudulent  intention, 
a  mortgage  to  secure  against  future  liabilities,  described 
with  reasonable  certainty,  is  valid.^  Parol  evidence  is 
admissible  to  identify  the  note  intended  to  be  secured.* 
And  when  the  mortgage  contains  a  recital  of  tlie  indebt- 
edness, it  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  debt  in  a  foreclosure 
suit,  when  there  is  no  note  or  bond  given  with  the  mort- 

'  Goddard  v.  Coe,  55  Me.  385;  Ad-  Dec.  512;  Hart  v.  Chalker,  14  Ooan. 

ams  V.    Stevens,    49   Me.    3G2;   Free-  77. 

mail's  Bank  j-.  Vose,  23  Me.  1)8.  »  Hubbard  v.  Savage,  8  Com,.  215; 

'•' Ricketsou  r.   Richardson,    19  Cal.  Pettil'oue  v.  Griswold,   4  Con".    '58; 

330;  Booth  v.  Barnum,  9  Conn.   28G;  10  Am.   Dec.   lUtJ;  Biaiiihall  v.  Flood, 

23  Am.  Dec.  339;  8heafe  o.  Gerry,  18  41  Conn.   08;  Stoughton   v.    I'asco,   5 

N.  H.  245;  Gdman  v.  Moody,  43  N.  Conn.  442,  4415;  13  Am.  Dec.  72;  Crane 

H.   239;  Hurd  v.    Robinson,    11   Ohio  v.  Demiug,  V  (.'oun.   387,   39(i;  E-iterly 

St.  232;  Gill  v.  Pinney,  12  Oliio  St.  :i8;  v.  Purdy,  50  How.  Pr.  3r.();   .\lniiay  v. 

Lewis   V.   De  Forest,    20  Conn.   427;  Barney,  34  Barb.   33(1;    Aekorinaii  v. 

Michigan  Insurance  Co.  v.  Brown,  11  Hiuisicker,  85  N,  Y.  47;  39  Am.  Rep. 

Mich.  2()5;  Machettev.  Wanless,  1  C.'ol.  621;  Burges.s  r.  Eve,  L.  R.  13  V.i[.  450; 

225;  Brown  t.'.  Dewey,  1  Sand.  Ch.  50;  Summers  i\  Roo.s,  42  Miss.  749;  2  Am. 

Paine  v.  Beaton,  32  Wis.  491;  Russell  Rep.  053;  Menzius  v.  Lightioot,  L.  R. 

V.  Soutiuird,    12  How.    139;  Pearce  c.  11  Et^.  450;  Klein  v.  Glass   53  Tex.  37; 

Hall,  12  B:  sh,  1:09;  Merrills  v.  Swift,  Brooks  i\  Lester,  30  Md.  05. 

18  Conn.  257;  40  Am.   Dec.   315;  Mc  «  Melvin  ;•.  Fellows.   33  N.  H.  401; 

Uauiels  v.  Colviu,  10  Vt.  300;  42  Ain.  Prescott  v.  Hayes,  43  N.  H.  593;  Kim- 
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gage.*  Where  the  description  is  of  all  past  indebtedness 
owing  by  the  mortgagor  to  tlie  mortgagee,  it  is  sufficient, 
even  though  no  amount  is  mentioned.* 

Illustuations. — The  description  consisted  of  "book-accounts 
and  sev't'i-al  notes,  the  exact  date  and  amount  of  which  are  not 
recolU'cted,  but  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  doHars  or  thereabouts."  Held,  sufKcient:  Merrills  v. 
Swift,  18  Coini.  257;  46  Am.  Dec.  315.  L.  gave  a  mortgage  to 
A.,  the  i)IaintifF,  to  secure  any  indorsements  he  had  made  or 
should  thereafter  make  for  L.,  or  the  firm  of  L.  &  M.,  to  the 
amount  of  six  thousand  dollars.  A.  made  indorsements,  which 
he  liad  to  pay,  to  the  amount  of  five  thousand  dollars.  Judg- 
ments were  docketed  against  u.  before  all  the  indorsements  had 
been  made.  A.  had  no  actual  notice  of  such  docketing  before 
making  the  indori:oments.  Held,  that  the  mortgage  was  valid, 
and  tlu:t  the  subsequent  indorsements  had  priority  ove-  the 
judgments:  Ackermnn  v.  Hunsicker,  85  N.  Y.  47;  39  Am.  Rep. 
621.  C.  gave  a  mortgage  to  S.,  in  which  the  debt  secured  was 
described  as  follows:  "Whereas  the  said  S.,  at  my  request  and 
for  my  sole  acconnnodation,  has  agreed  to  indorse  my  own  ne- 
gotiable paper,  and  business  paper  received  by  me  from  others, 
and  afterwards  by  me  negotiated,  to  be  made  within  two  years 
from  the  date  hereof,  and  also  to  become  my  security  on  otiier 
paper,  the  whole  not  exceeding  in  amount  the  sum  of  sixteen 
thousand  dollars,  at  any  given  time  within  the  said  two  years, 
and  all  to  be  discounted  by"  certain  banks,  "and  payable  at 
said  banks,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  or  otherwise;  and  the 
said  S.  has  also  indorsed  for  me  and  become  my  security  on 
sundry  promissory  notes,  bills  of  exchange,  and  other  negotiable 
paper  wliich  has  not  yet  come  to  maturity,  a  part  whereof  is 
due  to  or  payable  at  one  or  more  of  the  said  banks,  and  some 
part  thereof  in  other  places  not  remembered,  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  about  sixteen  thousand  dollars."  Held,  a  sutticient  de- 
scription of  the  debt:  Utley  v.  Smith,  24  Conn.  290;  63  Am. 
Dec.  1G3. 

§  3020.  Principles  of  Construction.  —  The  same  gen- 
eral principles  of  construction  applicable  to  other  written 


ball  r.  Myers,  21  Mich.  276;  4  Am. 
Rep.  487;  Huril  v.  Robinson,  11  Ohio 
St."'23li;  Utley  v.  Smith,  24  Conn.  290, 
314;  (i;l  Am.  Dec.  10:3;  Boocly  v.  Davis, 
20  N.  H.  140;  51  Am.  Dec.  210. 

'  Wliituey  v.  Buckiiian,  13  Cal.  536; 
Ej'ater  v.  Gatl',  2  Cul.  228. 


>  Mitchell  V.  Burnham,  44  Me.  286; 
Evans  v.  Pence,  78  Ind.  4S9;  Ch)ugh 
I'.  Seay.  49  Iowa,  111:  Holgdou  v. 
Shannon,  44  N.  H.  572;  (.'aruiill  v. 
Duval,  22  Ark.  136;  Brookings  v. 
White,  49  Me.  479;  Eiicho  v.  Cosby, 
26  Giatt.  112. 
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gen- 
'ritten 

Me.  286; 

Clougli 
gdoii    V. 

iiiiiU  V. 

iiigs  V. 
I.  Cosby, 


instruments  are  equally  applicable  to  mortgages,  and  in- 
asmuch as  the  mortgagor  is  presumed  to  draw  the  deed, 
it  is  construed  against  him  in  the  event  of  its  language 
being  equivocal  or  ambiguous.'  Tlie  primary  object  of 
construction  being  to  ascertain  the  intention  of  the 
parties,  their  surrounding  circumstances,  and  the  nature 
and  object  of  the  transaction,  may  be  inquired  into.  But 
it  is  beyond  the  province  of  construction  to  import  into  a 
document  matter  which  its  contents  will  not  justify,  and 
thus  make  an  agreement  for  the  parties  which  they  them- 
selves have  neglected  to  do.^  The  laws  of  the  state  where 
the  mortgage  was  executed  are,  as  a  general  rule,  appli- 
cable to  its  construction,  subject  to  the  rule  of  the  ap- 
plicability of  the  law  of  the  place  of  performance.  Matters 
bearing  upon  the  execution,  the  interpretation,  and  the 
validity  of  a  contract  are  determined  by  the  law  of  the 
place  where  the  contract  is  made.  Matters  connected 
with  its  performance  are  regulated  by  the  law  prevailing 
at  the  place  of  performance.  Matters  respecting  the  rem- 
edy, such  as  the  bringing  of  suits,  admissibility  of  evi- 
dence, statutes  of  limitations,  depend  upon  tha  law  of  the 
place  where  the  suit  is  brought.' 

§  3021.  Subject-matter  of  the  Mortgage.  —  Speaking 
generallj'^,  any  estate  or  interest  in  land  which  may  be 
sold  fan  also  be  mortgaged.*  Instances  of  this  occur  in 
the  case  of  contingent  interests,  or  a  possibility  coupled 
with  an  interest,  estates  in  remainder  or  reversion,  the 


>  Stuart  V.  Worden,  42  Mich.  154; 
Jerome  v.  Hopkins,  2  Mich.  96;  Farm- 
ers' Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v.  Commer- 
cial Bank  of  Racine,  15  Wis.  424,  438; 
S2  Am,  Dec.  689;  Wiley  v.  Sirdorus, 
41  Iowa,  224;  Packard  v.  Hill,  7  Cow. 
4.34;  Gibson  v.  Minet,  1  H.  Black. 
509;  Brickell  v.  Batchelder,  62  Cal. 
028;  Facey  r.  Otis,  11  Mich.  213. 

-  Fanners'  Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v. 
Commercial  Bank  of  Racine,  15  Wis. 
424;  82  Am.  Dec.  689;  Phillips  v. 
Raymond,  17  Mich.  287;  Grant  r 
Merchauta'  etc.  Bank,  35  Mich.  515. 


'  Morgan  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Woods, 
244;  Junction  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bank  of 
Ashland,  12  Wall.  226;  Little  o.  Riley, 
43  N.  H.  109;  Parham  v.  Pulliam,  6 
Cold.  497;  Lindsay  v.  Hill,  66  Me. 
212;  22  Am.  Rep.  564;  Duncan  r. 
Helm,  22  La.  Ann.  418;  Scudder  v. 
Jnion  Nat.  Bank,  91  U.  S.  400. 

♦  Doraey  v.  Hall,  7  Neb.  400;  Neligh 
V.  Michenor,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  5:^9;  Miller 
V.  Tipton,  6  Blackf.  2:^8;  Wilson  v. 
Russ,  17  Fla.  691;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec. 
2947. 
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interest  of  one  who  holds  a  bond  for  title,  or  who  is  in 
possession  under  a  part-performed  parol  contract  to  pur- 
chase. So,  also,  rents  and  franchises  may  be  mortgaged; 
stock  in  an  unincorporated  company,  formed  to  hold  real 
estate;  certificates  of  purchase  of  state  school-lands.'  The 
exceptions  to  the  rule  are:  The  right  of  pre-emption  of 
the  public  lands;  the  interest  which  a  legatee  of  the  pro. 
ceeds  has  in  the  land  of  a  testator  ordered  to  be  sold  and 
distributed;  a  mere  pos^-bility  of  acquiring  land.*  A  les- 
see may  mortgage  to  th  ^  extent  of  his  leasehold  interest  a 
building  which  he  has  erected,  but  may  not  remove.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  B, 
whereby  B  bound  himself  to  convey  certain  lands  to  A.  Held, 
that  A  might  mortgage  his  interest  in  the  lands  under  the  con- 
tract: Neligh  v.  Michenor,  11  N.  J.  Eq.  539.  A  leased  premises 
to  B,  who  erected  a  dwelling-house  thereon  by  porniis^ion  of  A, 
and  with  the  right  to  remove  the  house  at  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  if  he  complied  with  its  terms.  Held,  that  B  had  such  an 
interest  in  the  realty  as  he  might  convey  by  mortgage,  and  that 
the  house  and  underpinning  stones  became  attached  to  and  a 
part  of  that  interest:  Hagar  v.  Brainerd,  44  Vt.  294. 


»  Wilson  V.  Wilson,  32  Barb.  328; 
Johti  V.  Nut,  19  Wend.  ti59;  Whitney 
V.  Buckmaii,  Hi  Cal.  blW;  Baker  v. 
Bishop  Hill  Colony,  45  111.  264;  Hagar 
V.  Brainerd,  44  Vt.  294;  Bull  v.  Sykes, 

7  Wis.  449;  SiiK'lair  v.  Arinitage,  12 
N.  J.  Eq  174;  Jarvis  v.  Dutchor,  16 
Wis.  ;W;  Dodge  v.  Silverthom.  12 
Wis.  644;  Mowry  v.  Wood,  12  Wis. 
413;  Durkee  v.  Stringham,  8  Wis.  1; 
Mcduire  v.  Va,n  Pelt,  55  Ala.  344; 
Curtis  V.  Root,  20  111.  518;  Laiushlin  v. 
Braley,  25  Kan.  147;  Smith  r.  Fatten, 
12  W.  Va.  541;  Purmont  v.  McCrea,  5 
Paige,  020;  Benedict  v.  Peppers,  58 
Cal  618;  Van  Rensselaer  v.  Dennison, 
35  i^.  Y.  .'198;  (iilbert  v.  Penn,  12  La. 
Ann.  23b;  Penn  v.  Ott,  12  La.  Ann. 
233;  Crane  v.  Turner,  67  N.  Y.  437; 
Ir.  re  John  and  Jherry  Streets,  19 
W^end.  659;  Hosnrer  v.  Carter,  68  111. 
98;  Massey  v.  Papin,  24  How.  362; 
Cutts  V.  York  Mfg.  Co.,  18  Me.  190; 
Hudson  City  Sav.  Inst.  v.  McArthur, 

8  N.  Y.  Week.  Dig.  63;  Murdock  v. 
Chapman,  9  Gray,  156;  Power  r.  Les- 
ter, 23  N,  Y.  527;  Kidd  v.  I«epk,  22 


Cal.  255;  Pierce  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  24  Wis. 
551;  1  Am.  Rep.  203;  Hoyle  t>.  R.  R. 
Co.,  54  N.  Y.  314;  13  Am.  Rep.  595; 
Randall  v.  Elwell,  52  N.  Y.  521;  12 
Am.  Rep.  747:  Emerson  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
67  Me.  387;  24  Am.  Rep.  39. 

'  Whitney  v.  Buckman,  13  Cal.  536; 
Quinn  v.  Kenyon,  38  Cal.  499;  Bull  v. 
Shaw,  48  Cal.  455;  Douglas  v.  Gould, 
52  Cal.  656;  Wood  v.  Reeves,  23  S.  C. 
382;  Penn  v.  Ott,  12  La.  Ann.  233; 
Gilbert  v.  Penn,  12  La.  Ann.  235; 
Bronsard  v.  Dugas,  5  La.  Ann.  585; 
Davis  V.  Hayden.  9  Mass.  519;  Dart  v. 
Dart,  7  Conn.  255;  Bayler  v.  Common- 
wealth, 40  Pa.  St.  37;  80  Am.  Dec. 
551 :  Gray  v.  Smith,  3  Watts,  289;  Hoff 
V.  Burd,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  201;  Purcell  v. 
Mather,  35  AU.  570;  76  Am.  Dec.  :i07; 
Skipper  V.  Stokes,  42  Ala.  255;  94  Am. 
Dec.  646;  Low  v.  Pew,  108  Mass.  347: 
11  Am.  Rep.  357;  Pierce  v.  Emery,  32 
N.  H.  484;  P*yne  v.  Patterson,  77  Pa. 
St.  134;  Barnard  v.  Eaton,  2  Cusli. 
295:  Looker  r.  Peck  well,  .38  N.  J.  L. 
253;  NiKcler».  Maurin,  34  Minn.  118. 

*  Freiicli  V.  Preacott,  61  N.  H.  27. 
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§  3022.  Buildings,  Fixtures,  Crops,  and  Franchises. — 
Prima  facie,  a  riortgage  of  real  estate  covers  all  the  build- 
ings auJ  Tixtures  attached  to  the  realty  at  the  date  of  the 
mortgage  or  subsequently  during  its  existence.'  It  also 
includes  such  articles  as  are  necessary  to  the  use  of  the 
realty,  and  without  which  it  would  cease  to  be  a  sufficient 
security.'  But  where  improvements  only  are  included  in 
the  mortgage,  no  interest  in  the  land  passes  to  the  mort- 
gagee.* A  mortgage  on  crops,  growing  or  yet  un planted, 
is  valid.  And  a  merely  verbal  mortgage  of  an  unplanted 
crop  is  valid  between  the  parties.  A  mortgage  on  crops 
need  not  contain  a  provision  that  the  mortgagee  may  take 
possession  on  default.*     The  lien  of  a  landlord  upon  grow- 


'  Doyle  V.  Lord,  64  N.  Y.  433;  21 
Am.  Rep.  629;  Esty  v.  Baker,  48  Me. 
495;  Greenwood  v.  Murdock,  9  Gray, 
20;  69  Am.  Dec.  272;  Gibson  v.  Brock- 
way,  8  N.  H.  405;  31  Am.  Dec.  200; 
Whitney  v.  Olney,  3  Mason,  280;  Wil- 
son V.  Hunter.  14  Wis.  683;  80  Am. 
Dec.  795;  Martin  v.  Beatty,  54  111. 
100;  Buckout  v.  Swift,  27  Cal.  433;  87 
Am.  Dec.  90;  Milton  v.  Colby,  5  Met. 
78;  Hutchins  v.  King.  1  Wall.  53; 
Dorr  V.  Dudderar,  88  111.  107;  Harris 
V.  Bannou,  78  Ky.  568;  Gardner  v. 
Finley,  19  Barb.  317;  Hill  v.  Gurin,  51 
Cal.  47;  Tondinson  v.  Thompson,  27 
Kan.  70. 

^Sullivan  v.  Toole,  26  Hun,  203; 
Noyes  »'.  Terry,  1  Lans.  222;  Johnston 
V.  Morrow,  60  Mo.  339;  Clore  t>.  Lam- 
bert, 78  Ky.  224;  Bank  v.  Stevens 
Tool  Co.,  130  Mass.  647;  Bond  v.  Coke, 
71  N.  C.  97;  Allen  v.  Woodard,  125 
Mass.  400;  28  Am.  Rep.  250;  Buckley 
V.  Buckley,  11  Barb.  43;  Thomas  v. 
Davis,  76  Mo.  72;  43  Am.  Rep.  756; 
Eason  v.  Miller,  15  S.  C.  194;  Parsons 
V.  Lent,  34  N.  J.  £q.  67;  Carliss  v. 
McLagin,  29  Me.  115;  Stillman  v. 
Hanier,  7  How.  (Miss.)  421;  Martin  v. 
Beatty,  54  111,  100;  Wharton  v.  Moore, 
84  N.  C.  479;  37  Am.  Rep.  627;  Rico 
V.  Dewey,  54  Barb.  455;  Hollings worth 
ff.  Chaffe,  33  La.  Ann.  547;  Pettingill 
V.  Evans,  5  N.  H.  54;  Water  Co.  v. 
FlumingCo.,  22  Cal.  631. 

*  Mitchell  V.  Black,  64  Me.  48. 


*  Cook  V.  Steel,  42  Tex.  53;  Lehman 
V.  Marshall,  47  Ala.  .362;  Stephens  v. 
Tucker,  55  Ga.  543;  Cotton  v.  Wil- 
lougliby,  83  N.  C.  75;  35  Am.  Rep. 
564;  Wilkerson  V.  Tillmiin,  66  Ala.  532; 
Nichol  V.  Stewart,  .36  Ark.  612;  Argues 
V.  Wasson,  51  Cal  630;  21  Am.  Rep. 
718;  Watkins  v.  Wyatt,  9  Baxt.  250; 
30  Am.  Rep.  63;  Sellers  r.  Lester,  48 
Miss.  513;  Robinson  v.  Ezzell,  72  N.  C. 
231;  Moore  v.  Byrum,  10  S.  C.  4.V2;  30 
Am.  Rep.  58;  Everinan  v.  Robb,  52 
Miss.  653;  24  Am.  Rep.  682;  Apper- 
son  «.  Moore,  .30  Ark.  56;  21  Am.  Rep. 
170;  Booker  v.  Jones,  55  Ala.  266;  21 
Am.  Rep.  170;  Cook  v.  Corthell,  11 
R.  I.  482;  23  Am.  Rep.  518;  Mayer  v. 
Taylor,  69  Ala.  403;  44  Am.  Rep.  522; 
Butt  V.  Ellett,  19  Wall.  544;  Redd  v. 
Burrus,  58  Ga.  574;  Comstock  v.  Scales, 
7  Wis.  159;  Hutchinson  v.  Ford,  9 
Bush,  318;  15  Am.  Rep.  711;  Rees  v. 
Coats.  65  Ala.  256;  Penniiigton  v.  Jones, 
57  Iowa,  37;  Coman  v.  Tliompson,  47 
Mich.  22;  41  Am.  Rep.  706;  Ford  v. 
Sutherlin,  2  Mon.  440;  Bryant  v.  Pen- 
nell,  61  Me.  108;  14  Am.  Rep  5ti0; 
Caldwell  v.  Hall,  49  Ark.  508;  4  Am. 
St.  Rep.  64;  Minnesota  L.  O.  Co.  v. 
Maginnis,  32  Minn.  193;  Montgomery 
V.  Merrill,  65  Cal.  4:^2;  Woodlief  v. 
Harris,  95  N.  C.  211;  Wheeler  v. 
Becker,  68  Iowa,  723;  Miller  v.  McCor- 
micketc.  Co.,  35  Minn.  399;  Wilson  v. 
Prouty,  70  Cal.  196. 
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ing  crops  for  the  payment  of  rent  is  not  such  an  interest 
in  land  as  can  be  mortgaged.*  At  common  law  a  mort- 
gage did  not  cover  what  was  not  in  existence  at  its  date, 
but  courts  of  equity  hold  the  contrary,  and  sustain  such 
mortgages,  not  on  the  ground  of  a  present  conveyance  of  a 
thing  not  in  esse,  but  that  the  purported  conveyance  is  a 
contract  which  will  attach  to  the  thing  as  soon  as  it  comes 
into  existence.'  In  mortgaging  its  franchise,  a  railroad 
does  not  convey  its  corporate  existence,  but  only  so  much 
of  its  franchise  as  will  enhance  the  value  of  the  security.' 
A  railroad  mortgage  conveying  all  the  income,  tolls,  prof- 
its, moneys,  rights,  benefits,  and  advantages  had,  received, 
or  derived  from  the  company's  property  does  not  pass 
moneys  which  were  past  income  and  earnings.*  A  mort- 
gagee may  assign  the  interest  he  has  in  the  mortgaged 
property,  by  way  of  security.* 

Illustrations. —  A  mortgaged  lot  1  to  B.  A  subsequently 
bought  lot  2,  and  employed  C  to  move  the  house  from  lot  1  to 
lot  2.  Afterwards  A  sold  lot  2  to  D.  D  then  sold  the  house  to  C, 
who  detached  it  from  the  lot,  and  was  moving  it  to  a  lot  he 
owned,  when  B,  whose  mortgage  was  unpaid,  replevied  the 


1  Orcutt  V.  Moore,  134  Mass.  48;  45 
Am.  Rep.  278;  Broughton  v.  Powell, 
62  Ala.  123. 

^  Griffith  V.  Douglass,  73  Me.  532;  40 
Am.  Rep.  395;  Ross  r.Wilson,  7  Bush, 
29;  Smithurst  v.  Edmunds,  14  N.  J. 
Eq.  408;  Emerson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  67 
Me.  387;  24  Am.  Rep.  39;  Pierce  v. 
Emery,  32  N.  H.  484;  Little  Rock  etc. 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Page,  35  Ark.  304;  Oli- 
phint  V.  Eckerle}-,  36  Ark.  69;  Mc- 
Caflfrey  v.  Woodlin,  65  N.  Y.  459;  22 
Am.  Rep.  644;  Stover  v.  Eycleshin.er, 
3  Keyes,  620;  Seymour  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
25  Barb.  284;  Wright  v.  Bircher,  72 
Mo.  179;  37  Am.  Rep.  433;  Christy  v. 
Dana,  34  Cal.  548;  Williams  v.  Briggs, 
II  R.  I.  476;  22  Am.  Rep.  653,  note; 
Rice  V.  Kelso,  57  Iowa,  115;  Collins  v. 
Faulk,  69  Ala.  58;  Hale  v.  Frost.  99 
U.  S.  389;  Dunham  v.  Isett,  15  Iowa, 
284;  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Woelpper,  64  Pa.  St. 
866;  3  Am.  Rep.  596;  Branch  v.  Jesup, 


106  U.  S.  468;  Shaw  v.  Bill,  95  U.  S. 
10;  Benjamin  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  49  Barb. 
441 ;  City  of  Bath  v.  Miller,  53  Me.  308; 
Willink  V.  Banking  Co.,  18  N.  J.  Eq. 
377;  R.  Tw.  Co.  v.  Condrey,  'll  Wall. 
481;  Howe  v.  Freeman,  14  Gray,  566; 
Smith  V.  McCullough,  104  U.  S.  25; 
Dinsmore  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Wis.  649; 
United  States  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  12  Wall. 
362;  Williamson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  29  N. 
J.  Eq.  311;  Alabama  v.  Montague,  117 
U.  S.  602;  Chapman  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  26 
W.  Va.  299;  Rubey  v.  Mississippi  C. 
&  M.  Co.,  21  Mo.  App.  159. 

»  Butler  V.  Rahm,  46  Md.  547;  El- 
dridge  r.  Smith,  34  Vt.  484;  Meyer  v. 
Johnston,  53  Ala.  237;  Hays  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  61  111.  422;  Miller  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
36  Vt.  452. 

*  Dowr.  R.  R.  Co.,  20  Fed.  Rep.  768. 

*  Jones  V.  Guaranty  etc.  Co.,  101 
U.  S.  622;  Fay  v.  Noble,  12  Cush.  18; 
Tompson  v.  Lambert,  44  Iowa,  239. 
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house.  Held,  that  he  was  entitled  to  do  so:  Dorr  v.  Dudderar, 
88  III.  107.  A  executed  to  B  the  following  document:  "  Know  all 
men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  A,  do  hereby  give  to  B  a  mort- 
gage on  all  my  cotton,  corn,  and  wheat  that  I  may  raise  during 
the  year  1876,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  above  note  tliis  day 
given  by  me;  and  in  default  of  payment  by  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber next,  then  I  authorize  the  said  B  to  take  all  the  crops  raised 
by  me,  or  any  other  person  he  may  select  so  to  do."  The  crops 
referred  to  had  not  been  planted  at  the  time  the  document  was 
given.  Held,  as  between  the  parties,  to  be  a  good  and  enforceable 
lien  upon  the  crops  mentioned  in  the  document:  Moore  v.  By- 
rum,  10  S.  C.  452;  30  Am.  Rep.  58.  A  railroad  company  under 
authority  of  law  mortgaged  "all  their  road,  property,  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  corporate  franchises,  income,  tolls,  and  re- 
ceipts then  held  or  thereafter  to  be  acquired,  ....  in  t  ust,  for 
the  use,  benefit,  and  security  of  the  holders"  of  certain  bonds 
therein  described.  Held,  that  the  mortgage  was  a  lien  upon 
engines,  rolling  stock,  etc.,  in  actual  use  by  the  company,  and 
required  for  the  transaction  of  its  business,  whether  owned  at 
th(;  date  of  the  mortgage  or  afterwards  acquired:  Philadelphia 
etc.  R.  R.  Go.  V.  Woelpper,  64  Pa.  St.  366;  3  Am.  Rep.  596. 

§3023.  Equity  of  Redemption.  —  This  is  the  right 
which  courts  of  equity  have  from  early  times  given  to 
mortgagors  to  recover  the  mortgaged  premises  after  con- 
dition broken,  upon  performance  of  the  condition  and 
payment  of  costs.*  It  is  based  upon  the  equitable  prin- 
ciple of  relief  against  forfeitures.''  For  long  after  the 
existence  of  the  right  was  first  admitted  it  was  held 
to  be  a  mere  right  only,  and  that  the  mortgagor  had  no 
estate  in  the  property,  either  at  law  or  in  equity.*  The 
right  arises  by  operation  of  law,  and  is  never  stipulated 
for  in  the  mortgage.  No  principle  of  equity  jurispru- 
dence is  more  firmly  setMed  than  that  the  mortgagor's 
right  to  redeem  cannot  be  waived  or  extinguished  by  any 

^  Emanual  College  v.  Evans,  1  Rep.  Iowa,  268;  Hyndman  v.  Hyndnian,  19 
in  Ch.  18;  Roscarrickw.  Barton,  1  Cas.  Vt.  9;  40  Am.  Dec.  171;  Peugh  u. 
in  Uh.  217;  Goodall's  Case,  5  Rep.  96;     Davis,  96  U.  S.  332;  Wyiiian  v.  Bab- 


Wade's  Case,  5  Rep.  115 

^  4  Kent's  Com.  138;  Coote  on  Mort- 
gages,  17,    19;     Willett   v.   Winnell, 
1  Vern.  488;    Pritchard  v.   Elton,  38 
Conn.  434;   White  v.  Rittenmyer,  30 
807 


cock,  2  Curt.  ,386;  Liuuell  v.  Lyford, 
72  Me.  280. 

^  Roscarrick   v.  Barton,  1    Cas.   in 
Ch.  217. 
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collateral  agreement  entered  into  contemporaneously  with 
the  execution  of  the  mortgage.  Courts  uniformly  regard 
with  great  jealousy  all  attempts  to  fetter  or  embarrass  the 
exercise  of  this  right,  which  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  just 
triumph  of  equitable  principles  over  the  harsh  operation 
of  a  mere  technical  rule  of  law.  Where,  therefore,  a 
mortgagor  is  induced  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  the 
mortgagee,  at  the  time  of  the  loan  of  the  money,  waiving 
or  agreeing  not  to  exercise  his  right  of  redemption  in 
the  event  of  default,  the  contract  will  beset  aside  as  being 
oppressive  to  the  debtor  and  offensive  to  the  established 
maxim  of  equity,  "  Once  a  mortgage,  always  a  mortgage."* 
In  Washington  it  has  been  held  that  under  the  mod- 
ern conception  of  a  mortgage,  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
an  equity  of  redemption  in  the  mortgagor,  because  the 
legal  title  has  not  passed  from  him;  that  the  equity  is 
in  the  mortgagee,  and  consists  of  his  right  to  have  the 
property  sold  for  payment  of  the  mortgage  debt.^ 


§  3024.  Equitable  Mortgages. — These  arise  where  the 
parties  intend  by  their  transaction  to  secure  the  payment 
of  money  or  the  performance  or  furtherance  of  some  act, 
and  where  they  have  omitted,  either  from  accident  or 
design,  to  clothe  such  transaction  with  the  formalities 
necessary  to  constitute  a  legal  mortgage.'     The  species  of 


1  Clark  V.  Henry,  2  Cow.  324;  Wil- 
lard's  Eq.  Jur.  428,  447;  Holdridge  v. 
Gillespie,  2  Johns.  Ch.  30;  2  Jones  ou 
Mortgages,  sec.  1039;  McKinstry  v. 
Coaly,  12  Ala.  682;  Story's  Eq.  Jur., 
sec.  1019;  Baxter  v.  Willey,  9  Vt.  276; 
31  Am.  Dec.  623;  3  Addison  on  Con- 
tracts, sec.  1026;  15  Vin.  Abr.  468; 
Youle  V.  Richards,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  534; 
23  Am.  Dec.  722;  Turner  v.  Marsh, 
54  N.  Y.  599;  13  Am.  Rep.  623;  Par- 
mer V.  Parmer,  74  Ala.  285;  but  see 
Chicago  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Watson, 
113  111.  195. 

»  Parker  u.  Dacres,  2  Wash.  Ter.  439. 

•Yates    V.    Yates,    21    Wis.    473; 


Mitchell  V.  Wade,  39  Ark.  377;  Moore 
V.  Lackey,  53  Miss.  85;  Dingley  v. 
Ventura  Bank,  57  Cal.  471;  Richard- 
son V.  Barrick,  16  Iowa,  407;  Wayt  v. 
Carwithen,  21  W.  Va.  516;  Hall  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  58  Ala.  22;  Gale  v.  Morris, 
29  N.  J.  Eq.  222;  Curtis  v.  Buckley, 
14  Kan.  499;  Webb  v.  Hoselton,  4 
Neb.  308;  19  Am.  Rep.  638;  Wright 
V.  Troutman,  81  111.  374;  Dodd  v. 
Neilson,  90  N.  Y.  243;  Fisk  v.  Stew- 
art, 24  Minn.  97;  Donald  v.  Hewitt, 
33  Ala.  534;  73  Am.  Dec.  431;  Price 
V.  Cutts,  29  Ga.  142;  74  Am.  Dec.  52; 
Grahams  v.  Stevens,  34  Vt  166;  80 
Am.  Dec.  675. 
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transactions  which  may  constitute  an  equitable  mortgage 
are  necessarily  as  numerous  as  the  modes  in  which  con- 
tracts may  be  made  for  the  giving  of  security  on  real 
estate.  Among  the  more  frequently  occurring  cases  the 
following  may  be  mentioned,  viz.:  An  agreement  to  give  a 
mortgage;'  an  informal  mortgage;'^  a  dotuclive  mortgage, 
where  the  defect  arises  through  accident  or  mistake;''  an 
assignment  by  way  of  security  of  rents  and  prolits;*  an 
assignment  by  way  of  security  of  a  contract  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land;^  a  statutory  lien ;°  the  lien  of  an  unpaid 
vendor;^  the  lien  of  a  vendee  who  has  paid,  but  not  re- 


'  Burdick  t>.  Jackson,  7  Hun,  488; 
Carter  v.  Holman,  GO  Mo.  498;  Rich- 
ardson V.  Hamlett,  33  Ark.  237;  Do- 
laire  r.  Keenan,  3  Desaua.  74;  4  Am. 
Dec.  004;  Starks  v.  Redtield.  52  Wis. 
349;  Biobinger  v.  Continental  Bauk,  99 
U.  S.  143;  Boehlv.  Wadgyniar,  54  Tex. 
589;  Freeman  v.  Freeman,  43  N.  Y.  34; 
3  Am.  Rep.  657;  McClintoek  v.  Laing, 
22  Mich.  212;  Dodge  v.  Wellmau.  42 
Barb.  390;  Carr  v.  Carr,  4  Lans.  314; 
Arnold  v.  Patrick,  6  Paige,  310;  Sio- 
mon  V.  Schurch,  29  N.  Y.  598;  Lang- 
ley  V.  Vaughn,  10  Heisk.  553;  Payne 
V.  Wilson,  74  N.  Y.  352;  Price  v. 
Cutts,  29  Ga.  142;  74  Am.  Dec.  52; 
Peckham  v.  Haddrell,  36  111.  38;  New- 
lin  V.  McAfee,  64  Ala.  357;  Lyon  v. 
Lyon,  67  N.  Y.  250;  Gilson  v.  Gilson, 
2  Allen,  115;  Cliadwick  v.  Clapp,  69 
111.  119;  Remington  v.  Higgins,  54 
Cal.  620;  Matter  of  Howe,  1  Paige, 
124;  19  Am.  Dec.  395. 

*  Flagg  V.  Mann,  2  Sum.  533;  Har- 
rington V.  Fortner,  58  Mo.  468;  Black 
V.  (iregg,  58  Mo.  565;  Lake  v.  Doud, 
10  Ohio,  415;  Abbott  v.  Godfrey,  1 
Mann.  (Mich.)  198;  Goodman  v.  Ran- 
dall, 44  Conn.  321. 

»  Love  V.  Sierra  Nev.  M.  Co.,  32  Cal. 
639;  91  Am.  Dec.  602;  Miller  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  36  Vt.  452;  Blackburn  v.  Tweedie, 
60  Mo.  505;  Burnett  v.  Boyd,  60  Miss. 
6'27;  Daggett  r.  Rankin,  31  Cal.  322; 
Muskingum  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  7  Ohio, 
pt.  1,  21;  28  Am.  Dec.  616;  Shaw  v. 
Carpenter,  54  Vt.  155;  41  Am.  Rep. 
837. 

*  Alexander  v.  Berry,  51  Miss.  422; 


Hulett  V.  SouUard,  20  Vt.  295;  Jack- 
son  V.  Green,  4  Johns.  180;  Smith  v. 
Patten,  12  W.  Va.  541;  Nugent  v. 
Riloy,  1  Met.   117;  35  Am.  Deo.  355. 

^  Fiisslur's  Appeal,  75  Pa.  St.  483; 
Brockway  v.  Wells,  1  Pai^e,  617; 
Purdy  V.  HuUard,  41  Cal.  444;  Smith 
r.  Lackor,  23  Minn.  454;  Fitzhugh  v. 
Smith,  82  III.  480;  Steinkunicyer  v. 
Gillespie,  82  111.  253;  Lewis  c.  Boskins, 
27  Ark.  61;  Gundurnian  v.  Gunnison, 
39  Mich.  313;  Hill  v.  EKlrud,  49  Cal. 
398;  Jones  v.  Yorkain,  5  Neb.  265. 

"Wilson  I'.  Boyce,  92  U.  S.  320; 
Whitehead  v.  Vineyard,  50  Mo.  30; 
Brunswick  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hughes, 
52  Ga.  557;  Ketchum  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  4 
Dill.  78;  Coe  v.  Johnson,  18  Ind.  218. 

'  Sharp  V.  Collins,  74  Mo.  206;  Gal- 
lagher V.  Mars,  50  Cal.  23;  Anketcl  v. 
Converse,  17  Ohio  St.  11;  91  Am.  Dec. 
115;  Jackson  v.  McChesney,  7  Cow. 
360;  17  Am.  Dec.  520;  Smith  v.  Smith, 
9  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  420;  Cal.  Civ.  Code, 
sec.  3046;  Hutchinson  v.  Patrick,  22 
Tex.  318;  Lewis  v.  Pusey,  8  Bush, 
615;  Carpenter  v.  Mitchell,  54  111.  126; 
King  V.  Young  Men's  Ass'n,  1  Woods, 
386;  Davis  v.  Hamilton,  50  Miss.  213; 
Moore  v.  Anders,  14  Ark.  628;  60  Am. 
Dec.  551;  Conner  v.  Banks.  18  Ala. 
42;  52  Am.  Dec.  209;  Fisk  v.  Potter, 
2  Keyes,  64;  Stuart  v.  Harrison,  52 
Iowa,  511;  Wilson  v.  Lyon,  51  111.  166; 
Oilman  v.  Brown,  1  Mass.  213;  Rice 
V.  Wilburn,  31  Ark.  108;  25  Am.  P--. 
549;  Ahrend  v.  Odiorne,  118  M 
261;  19  Am.  Rep.  449;  Moshier  . 
Meek,  80  III.  79. 
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ceived,  a  conveyance;*  a  deposit  of  title  deeds;'  a  condi- 
tional sale.' 

Illustrations.  —  An  instrument  entitled  "memoranda  of 
contract,"  signed  by  A  and  wife  and  B,  recited  that  A  had  bor- 
rowed three  thousand  dollars  from  B,  with  which  he  had  pur- 
chased land,  "  the  use  and  control  of  which  we  do  hereby  turn 
over  to  the  said  B  until  sold,  and  when  sold  the  three  thousand 
dollars  above  named  and  one  half  of  the  advance  over,  together 
with  the  three  thousand  dollars  that  may  be  obtained  on  the 
sale  of  said  land,  we  will  pay  to  B";  that  A  was  to  make  two 
hundred  dollars'  worth  of  improvements,  B  to  pay  taxes  and 
keep  the  farm  in  good  repair;  and  that  if  B  should  die  "  before 
the  sale  of  the  farm  and  the  canceling  of  this  paper,"  then  the 
three  thousand  dollars  should  be  a  gift  to  A.  Held,  an  equita- 
h\j  mortgage:  Brown  v.  Brown,  103  Ind.  23.  Certain  realty 
f oj-'hused  by  H.  was,  at  his  request,  conveyed  to  his  wife  for 
I'.e*  .<ole  use;  and  he  signed  an  agreement,  to  which  she  was  not 
a  party,  to  make  with  her  a  mortgage  back  to  secure  the  price, 
af;  ,r  their  execution  of  a  note  and  mortgage  to  a  savings  bank 
to  raise  money  for  repairs.  She  accepted  the  deed,  joined  in 
the  mortgage  to  the  bank,  but  refused  to  mortgage  back.  Held, 
that  the  transaction  created  an  equitable  mortgage,  and  though 
ignorant  of  the  agreement,  the  wife  must  either  perform  or  sur- 
render the  deed:  Hall  v.  Hall,  50  Conn.  104.     B  loaned  A  five 


'  Stewart  v.  Wood,  63  Mo.  2r,2i 
Wickman  v.  Robinson,  14  Wis.  494; 
80  Am.  Dec.  789;  Cooper  v.  Merritt, 
30  Ark.  686;  Chase  v.  Feck,  21  N.  Y. 
585;  Rose  v.  Watson,  10  H.  L.  Cas. 
672;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  3050;  Willis 
V.  Searcy,  49  Ala.  222. 

*  Griffin  v.  Griffin,  18  N.  J.  Eq.  104; 
Shitz  V.  Dreffenbach,  3  Pa.  St.  233; 
Probasco  v.  Johnson,  2  Disn.  96;  Go- 
thard  v.  Flynn,  25  Miss.  58;  Meador 
V.  Meador,  3  Heisk.  562;  Gardner  v. 
McClure,  6  Minn.  250;  Gale  v.  Morris, 
29  N.  J.  Eq,  2?2;  Carpenter  v.  Black 
Hawk  G.  K  Co.,  64  N.  Y.  51;  Luch's 
Appeal,  44  Pa.  St.  579;  Jarvis  v. 
Dutcher,  16  Wis.  307;  Hutzler  v. 
Phillips,  26  S.  C.  136;  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
687. 

»  Palmrfr  v.  Howard,  72  Cal.  293;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  60;  Flagg  v.  Mann,  2 
Sum.  486;  Davis  v.  Stonestreet,  4  Ind. 
101;  Saxton  v.  Hitchcock,  47  Barb. 
220;  Shitz  v.  Dusenberg,  28  Ohio  St. 
371;   Cornell  v.  Hall,  22  Mich.  377; 


Brown  v.  Dewey,  2  Barb.  28;  Camp 
bell  V.  Dearborn,   109  Mass.   130;   12 
Am.  Rep.  487;  Reed  r.  Reed,  75  Me 
264;    Hale  v.  Jewell,  7  Me.  435;  22 
Am.  Dec.  212;  Carr  r.  Rising,  62  111, 
14;  Hanford  v.  Blessing,  80  111.   188 
Haines  u.  Thompson,  70  Pa.  St.  434 
Hickman  v.  Cantrell,  9  Yerg.  172;  30 
Am.  Dec.  396;  Turnipseed  v.  Cunning 
ham,   16  Ala.  501;  50  Am.  Dec.  190 
Eiland  v.  Radford,  7  Ala.  724;  42  Am 
Dec.  610;  Williamson  v.  Culpepper,  16 
Ala,  211;  50  Am.  Dec,  175;  McLaugh 
liu  V.  Sheppard,  32  Me.   143;  52  Am, 
Dec.  646;  Perkins's  Lessee  v.  Dibble, 
10  Ohio,  433;  .36  Am.  Dec,  97;  Man 
Bank    v.   Bank    of    Pennsylvania,    ' 
Watts  &  S.  335;  42  Am.  Dec.  240;  Ste 

Ehens  V.  Sherrod,  6  Tex.  294;  55  Am, 
•ec.  776;  Weatherslev  v.  Weathersley, 
40  Miss.  462;  90  Am.  Dec.  344;  Bethle 
hem  V.  Annis,  40  N.  H,  340;  77  Am 
Dec.  700;  Ferris  v.  Wilcox,  61  Mich, 
105;  47  Am.  Rep,  551. 
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hundred  dollars,  and  A  handed  him  certain  title  deeds  to  keep 
as  security  for  that  debt.  The  deeds  were  not  recorded.  A 
died,  leaving  the  debt  unpaid  and  the  deeds  in  the  possession 
ot  B.  As  widow  brought  suit  to  compel  the  delivery  of  the 
deeds  to  her.  Held,  that  the  transaction  constituted  an  equita- 
ble mortgage,  and  that  a  court  of  equity  would  not  interfere  in 
favor  of  complainant  until  she  did  equity  and  paid  the  debt  for 
which  the  deeds  were  pledged:  Griffin  v.  Griffin,  18  N.  J.  Eq.  104. 
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CHAPTER   CXLI. 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  MORTGAGE. 

§  3025.  By  whom  may  be  made. 

§  302G.  Mode  of  assignment. 

§  3027.  Of  portion  of  debt. 

§  .3028.  Assignment  subject  to  equities. 

§  3029.  Effect  and  construction. 

§  3025.  By  Whom  may  be  Made.  — When  made  to 
secure  a  joint  debt,  the  assignment  may  be  made  by  one 
of  the  joint  mortgagees  in  the  name  of  both.*  Otherwise 
in  case  of  a  separate  debt.''  All  of  several  trustees  must 
join;'  otherwise  in  the  case  of  executors  or  administrators.* 
A  foreign  administrator  cannot  make  a  valid  assignment.* 
All  the  members  of  a  partnership  must  join  in  an  assign- 
ment of  a  mortgage  made  to  the  partnership.'  A  mort- 
gage made  to  a  feme  covert  to  secure  community  money 
cannot  be  assigned  by  her  alone  without  the  concur- 
rence of  her  husband;  but  with  his  consent  she  can,  in 
equity,  make  a  valid  assignment.^  Where  one  holds  a 
mortgage  to  secure  a  debt,  and  to  indemnify  himself  as 
surety  for  the  mortgagor,  he  can  assign  his  interest  in  the 
property  to  secure  his  debt.*  An  assignee  of  a  mortgage 
which  empowers  the  mortgagee  to  sell  on  default,  but 
makes  no  mention  of  assigns  of  the  mortgagee,  has  no 
power  to  sell.' 


'  Bruce  v.  Bonney,  12  Gray,  107, 
110;  71  Am.  Dec.  739;  King  v.  Har- 
rington, 2  Aiken,  33;  1(3  Am.  Dec. 
675;  Appleton  v.  Boyd,  7  Mass.  131. 

''  Saviiry  v.  Clements,  8  Gray,  155; 
Gilsou  V.  Gilson,  2  Allen,  115;  Burnett 
V.  Pratt,  22  Pick.  556;  Herring  v. 
Woodhull,  29  III.  92;  81  Am.  Dec.  296. 

'  Webster  v.  Vaudeventer,  6  Gray, 
428;  Austin  v.  Shaw,  10  Allen,  552; 
Manahan  v.  Varnum,  11  Gray,  405. 

*  Baldwin  v.  Hatchett,  56  Ala.  461; 
George  v.  Baker,  3  Allen,  326;  Mut. 
Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Sturges,  33  N.  J.  Eq. 
328;   Crooker  v.  Jewell,  31  Me.  306; 


Bogert  V.  Hertell,  9  Paige,  52;  Hitch- 
cock  V.  Merritt,  15  Wis.  522;  Ladd  o. 
Wiggin,  35  N.  H.  421;  69  Am.  Dec.  551. 

^  Hutchins  v.  State  Bank,  12  Met. 
421;  Cutter  v.  Davenport,  1  Pick.  81; 
11  Am.  Dec.  149;  Gardner  v.  Com- 
mercial Bank,  95  111.  298;  Smith  v. 
Tiffany,  16  Hun,  552. 

8  Dillon  V.  Brown,  11  Gray,  179;  71 
Am.  Dec.  700. 

'  Tryon  v.  Sutton,  13  Cal.  490; 
Moreau  v.  Branson,  37  Ind.  195; 
Baker  v,  Armstrong,  57  Ind.  189. 

»  Waller  v.  Oglesby,  85  Tenn.  .321. 

»  Dolbear  v.  Norduft,  84  Mo.  619. 
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Illustrations.  —  The  assignee  of  a  surviving  mortgagee 
brought  suit  to  foreclose.  A  demurrer  for  want  of  parties  was 
ir  terposed.  It  appeared  that  the  deceased  mortgagee  had  re- 
ceived his  proportion  of  the  mortgage  debt.  Held,  that  the 
plaintiff  could  maintain  the  suit:  Kiug  v.  Harrington,  2  Aiken, 
38;  16  Am.  Dec.  675.  A  mortgage  was  given  to  several  persons 
to  secure  their  several  debts.  All  the  mortgagees  died.  Fore- 
closure suit  was  brought  by  the  administrator  of  the  survivor, 
whose  debt  alone  remained  unpaid.  Held,  tliat  as  the  plaintiff 
claimed  by  right  of  survivorship  the  action  could  not  be  main- 
tained in  his  name  as  administrator  to  the  survivor:  Burnett  v. 
Pratt,  22  Pick.  556.  Mortgage  made  by  D  to  A,  and  by  him 
assigned  to  B  and  C.  Foreclosure  suit  brought  by  B  alone. 
Held,  that  B  and  C  were  joint  tenants,  and  that  C  was  a  neces- 
sary party  to  the  action:  Webster  v.  Vandeventer,  6  Gray,  428. 
A,  B,  and  C  were  duly  appointed  executors.  A  and  B  assigned 
a  mortgage  belonging  to  the  residuary  estate  to  C,  who  was  also 
residuary  legatee.  Held,  that  C  acquired  a  good  title  to  the 
mortgage:  Hitchcock  v.  Merrick,  15  Wis.  578.  A  claimed  as  as- 
signee of  a  mortgage  assigned  to  him  by  the  administratrix  of 
the  mortgagee.  Plea  that  the  administratrix  had  never  been 
appointed  in  this  commonwealth.  Held,  on  general  demurrer, 
that  the  plea  was  good:  Cutter  v.  Davenport,  1  Pick.  81;  11 
Am.  Dec,  149.  Nancy  D.  sold  land  to  B,  who  afterwards 
made  a  note  and  mortgage  back  to  her.  Nancy  and  her  hus- 
band assigned  the  note  and  mortgage  to  A,  who  brotight  suit  to 
foreclose.  The  grantees  of  the  mortgagor  defended  on  the 
ground  that  Lhe  assignment  by  Nancy  with  consent  of  her  hus- 
band was  ineffectual.  Held,  that  a  married  woman,  with  the 
consent  of  her  husband,  may  make  an  equitable  assignment  of 
a  note  and  mortgage  executed  to  her,  by  the  sale  and  mere  de- 
livery of  the  same  to  another:  Baker  v.  Armstrong,  57  Ind.  189. 

§  3026.  Method  of  Assignment.  —  Where  it  is  consid- 
ered that  a  mortgage  passes  an  estate  in  the  land  to  the 
mortgagee,  the  assignment  must  be  in  writing,  but  an  as- 
signment may  be  good  without  actual  delivery,  where  it  is 
connected  with  evidence  to  show  that  the  mortgagee  in- 
tended to  transfer  his  interest.*     A  release  or  quitclaim 


'  Mitchell  V.  Burnham,  44  Me.  28G; 
Wartlen  v.  Adams,  15  Mas3.  233;  Tor- 
rey  ^}.  Deavitt,  53  Vt.  331;  Morrison 
v.  Meiuleiihall,  18  xMinn.  23-';  Mulford 
V.  Peterson,  35  N.  J.  L.  127;  Kunyan 
ti.  Mersereau,  i  1  Johns.  534;  U  Am. 
Doc.  3'J3;  i'Vcyer  v,  Kockufeliur,  03  N. 


Y.  276;  Adams  v.  Parker,  12  Gray,  53; 
Douglass  V.  Durin,  51  Me.  121;  Ald- 
ridge  V.  Weems,  2  Gill  &  J.  36;  19 
Am.  Dec.  250;  Hills  v.  Eliot,  12  Mass. 
2';;  7  Am.  Dec.  26;  Smith  v.  Kelley,  27 
Me.  237;  46  Am.  Dec.  51)5;  Nicliols  v. 
Reynolds.  1  R.  I.  30;  36  Am.  Dec.  238. 
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deed  would  be  sufficient.*  And  a  conveyance  with  war- 
ranty wouldj  in  addition,  bo  effective  as  an  equitable 
assignment  of  the  debt.''  In  those  states  where  a  mortgage 
is  held  to  be  a  mere  security  for  a  debt,  the  debt  must  bo 
assigned  in  order  to  jiasa  any  interest  in  the  promises.' 
The  assignment  of  the  debt  carries  with  it  the  right  to 
the  security,  but  the  converse  of  the  proposition  docs  not 
hold  good.*  Payment  of  tlie  mortgage  debt  by  one  having 
an  interest  to  protect  will  operate  as  an  assignment  of  the 
mortgage.'  That  which  is  in  form  a  discharge  of  a  mort- 
gage may  be  treated  in  equity  as  an  assignment,  where  so 
to  construe  it  best  accords  with  justice  and  the  intention 
of  the  parties.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  claimed  under  a  mortgage  from  B  to  C, 
since  deceased.  D,  F,  and  A  were  heirs  of  C.  I),  by  quitclaim, 
conveyed  her  interest  to  F,  and  he,  by  quitclaim,  to  A.  F  was 
administrator  of  A,  but  did  no+  quitclaim  in  that  capacity. 
There  had  been  no  proceedings  f  the  purpose  of  foreclosing  the 
mortgage.  This  was  an  action  oy  writ  of  entry  to  recover  the 
land.  Held,  that  the  quitclaim  deeds  did  not  operate  as  an  as- 
signment of  the  mortgage:  Douglass  v.  Durin,  51  Me.  121.     The 


'  Thompson  v.  Kenyon,  100  Mass. 
108;  Weeks  v.  Eaton,  15  N.  H.  145; 
V^elch  V.  Priest,  8  Allen,  165;  Dixfield 
V.  Newton,  41  Me.  221;  Furbush  v. 
Goodwin,  25  N.  H.  425;  Hunt  v. 
Hunt,  14  Pick.  374;  25  Am.  Dec.  400. 

»  Smith  V.  Hitchcock,  130  Mass.  570; 
Welsh  V.  Phillips,  54  Ala.  309;  25  Am. 
Kep.  679;  Ruggles  v.  Barton,  13  Gray, 
506;  Hiuda  v.  Ballow,  44  N.  H.  621; 
Wilson  V.  Troup,  2  Cow.  105;  14  Am. 
Dec.  458;  Johnson  v.  SandhofF,  30 
Minn.  197;  Taylor  v.  Agricultural 
Ass'n,  68  Ala.  229;  King  v.  Harring- 
ton, 2  Aiken,  33;  16  Am.  Dec.  675. 

'Power  V.  Lester,  23  N.  Y.  527; 
Mack  V.  Wetzlar,  39  Cal.  247;  Seckler 
V.  Delfs.  25  Kan.  159;  Carpenter  v. 
Lougan,  16  Wall.  274;  Bowers  r.  John- 
son, 49  N.  Y.  432;  Trim:;,  v.  Marsh.  54 
N.  Y.  599;  13  Am.  Rep.  623;  Merriu 
V.  Bartholick,  47  Barb.  253;  Hitchcock 
V.  Merrick,  18  Wis.  357;  Paige  v. 
Chapman,  58  N.  H.  333;  Delano  v. 
Bennett,  90  111.  633;  Lunt  v.  Lunt,  71 
Me.  377;  Wright  v.  Eves,  10  Rich.  Eq. 
582;  Johnson  v.  Cornett,  29  Ind.  59; 


Swan  V.  Staple,  35  Iowa,  248;  Stewart 
V.  Preston,  1  Fla.  10;  44  Am.  Dec. 
621 ;  Peters  r.  Jamestown  Bridge  Co., 
5  Cal.  334;  63  Am.  Dec.  1.34;  Con- 
necticut M.  L.  I.  Co.  V.  Talbot,  113 
Ind.  373;  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  655. 

*  Wilson  r.  Kin.ball,  27  N.  H.  300; 
Scott  V.  Turner,  15  La.  Ann.  .346; 
Blake  v.  Williams,  36  N.  H.  39;  Potter 
V.  Stevens,  46  Mo.  229;  Croft  v.  Bun- 
ster,  9  Wis.  503;  Mapys  v.  Sharpe,  32 
111.  13;  Bacon  v.  Gojduow,  59  N.  H. 
115;  Lawrence  v.  Kaap,  1  Root,  248; 
1  Am.  Dec.  42;  Austin  v.  Burbauk,  2 
Day,  474;  2  Am.  Dec.  119;  Vose  v. 
Handy,  2  Greenl.  322;  11  Am.  Dec. 
101;  Stewart  r.  Preston,  1  Fla.  10;  44 
Am.  Deo.  621;  Terry  v.  Woods,  6 
Smedes  &  M.  139;  45  Am.  Dec.  274; 
Roberts  v.  Halatead,  9  Pa.  St.  32;  49 
Am.  Dec.  541;  Perkins  v.  Sterne,  23 
Tex.  561;  7b  Au:.  Dec.  72;  Bank  of 
Ind.  V.  Anderson,  14  lows.,  644;  83 
Am.  Dec.  390. 

^  Bacon  v.  Ooodnow,  69  N.  H. 
415. 

'  Guckian  v.  Riley,  135  Mass.  71. 
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mortgagor  of  land  subject  to  two  mortgages  filed  a  bill  in  equity 
to  redeem  it  from  the  first  mortpago,  after  the  first  mortgagee 
had  made  entry  on  the  hand  for  breach  of  the  condition  of  his 
mortgage,  und  for  the  purpose  of  fureclosure  under  tlie  General 
Statutes,  chapter  140,  sections  1  and  2,  and  before  the  posses- 
sion  so  gained  had  been  continued  for  three  years.  While  the 
suit  was  pending,  the  three  years  expired;  after  which  the  first 
mortgagee,  the  suit  still  pending,  executed  a  quitclaim  deed  of 
the  hind  to  the  second  mortgagee,  and  at  the  same  time  indorsed 
to  him  the  first  mortgage  note.  Held,  that  upon  the  subpcMjucnt 
abandonment  of  the  suit  the  second  mortgagee  succeeded  to  all 
the  rights  of  the  first  mortgagee,  and  held  the  hind  by  an  inde- 
feasible title  under  a  completed  foreclosure:  Thomption  v.  Ken- 
ynn,  100  Mass.  108.  A  and  wife  gave  a  mortgage  to  the  I.  Co., 
and  subsequently  a  second  one  to  B.  B  assigned  it  to  C  by  a 
written  indorsement  on  the  note.  There  was  no  further  or  other 
assignment.  Held,  an  equitable  assignment  of  the  mortgage: 
Conn.  Mat.  Life  Im.  Co.  v.  Talbot,  113  Ind.  373;  3  Am.  St.  Kep. 
655.  A  made  to  B  a  mortgage  to  secure  certain  negotiable 
notes.  These  notes  were  sold  before  maturity  by  B  to  C.  Sub- 
sequently A  conveyed  the  mortgaged  premises  to  B  in  payment 
of  the  notes,  and  B  thereupon  satisfied  the  mortgage  without  the 
knowledge  of  C.  B  afterwards  mortgaged  the  same  property 
to  a  bank,  whicli  had  no  notice  that  the  first  mortgage  had  not 
been  paid.  I  he  bank  then  foreclosed,  and  bought  the  property 
in.  C  then  brought  suit  to  foreclose,  obtained  a  decree,  and  the 
bank  appealed.  Held,  that  the  transfer  of  the  notes  carried  the 
mortgage  with  it  as  an  equitable  incident  as  between  the  par- 
ties, but  not  ati  to  third  parties  without  notice:  Bank  of  Ind.  v. 
AndersoUf  14  Iowa,  544;  83  Am.  Dec.  390. 

§  3027.  Of  Portion  of  Debt. —An  assignment  of  less 
than  the  whole  of  the  debt  carries  with  it  a  j^'f'o  ''ci^ct  inter- 
est in  the  mortgage;'  though,  if  he  please,  the  mortgagee 
may  assign  the  whole  of  the  premises  as  security  for  part 
only  of  the  debt.''     Several  notes  may  be  secured  by  one 


'  Johnson  V.  Brown,  31  N.  H.  405; 
Phelan  v.  Olney,  6  Cal.  478;  Bryant  v. 
Damon,  6  Gray,  564;  English  v.  Car- 
ney, 25  Mich.  178;  Woodruflf  v.  King, 
47  Wis.  261;  Keyes  v.  Wood,  21  Vt. 
331;  CoUerd  v.  Hudson,  .34  N.  J.  Eq. 
38;  Duncan  v.  Louisville,  13  Bush, 
378;  26  Am.  Rep.  201;  Miller  v.  R. 
K.  Co.,  40  Vt.  399;  94  Am.  Dec.  414; 
Donley  V.  Hays,  17  Serg.  &  R.  400; 
Adger  V.  Pr ingle,  11  S.  0.  527;  Beld- 


ing  V.  Manly,  21  Vt.  550;  Moore  v. 
Ware,  38  xMo.  496;  Terry  v.  Woods,  6 
Smedes  &  M.  139;  45  Am.  Dec.  274; 
Burhaus  v.  Hutcheson,  25  Kan.  625; 
37  Am.  Rep.  274. 

« Walker  v.  Dement,  42  111.  272; 
Langdon  v.  Keith,  9  Vt.  299;  Wright 
V.  Parker,  2  Aiken,  212;  Henderson  v. 
Herrod,  10  Smedes  &  M.  631;  Foley 
V.  Rose,  123  Mass.  557;  Grattan  v. 
Wiggins,  23  Cal.  16;  Banks  v.  Tarle- 
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mortgage,  and  may  be  afterwards  assigned  to  different 
persons.  Questions  then  arise  us  t  the  priority  of  pay- 
ment of  the  various  notes  or  portions  of  the  debt  so  as- 
signed, and  the  decisions  are  not  at  all  harmonious  on 
the  points.  They  may  bo  divided  into  three  classes:  1. 
Tliose  which  hold  that  the  proceeds  should  be  applied  pro 
rata  to  the  several  notes,  irrespective  of  their  dates  of  ma- 
turity or  of  assignment;'  2.  Those  which  hold  that  the 
assignee  takes  precedence  over  the  assignor  with  respect 
to  the  notes  retained  by  him,  and  that,  as  between  several 
assignees,  they  are  entitled  to  precedence  in  the  order  of 
their  several  assignments;^  3.  Those  wliich  hold  that 
several  notes  secured  by  one  mortgage  have  precedence, 
as  between  different  assignees,  in  the  order  in  which  such 
notes  mature.'  Where  one  of  several  notes  secured  by  a 
single  mortgage  is  transferred,  an  equitable  interest  in  the 
mortgage  passes  to  the  transferee,  although  there  is  only 
an  oral  understanding  that  such  shall  be  the  case,  or  al- 
though nothing  is  said.^ 

Illustrations.  —  P.  made  three  promissory  notes  in  favor  of 
M.,  one  payable  in  two  years  and  the  other  two  in  three  years. 
The  first  note  was  indorsed  by  G.,  an  accommodation  indorecr. 


ton,  2.S  Miss.  173;  Pattiaon  v.  Hull,  9 
Cow.  752;  McLean's  Appeal,  lOIl  Pa. 
St.  255;  Patrick'a  Appeal,  105  Pa.  St. 
350;  Reilmau?'.  Purrington,  (55  C'al.  271. 
J  Keyes  v.  Wood,  21  Vt.  331;  Patti- 
Bon  V.  Hull,  9  Cow.  747;  Phelaa  v. 
Olney,  6  Cal.  478;  Donley  v.  Hays,  17 
Serg.  &  R.  400;  Betz  v.  Heebner,  1 
Peur.  &  \V.  280;  Hancock's  Appeal, 
34  Pa.  St.  155;  Cooper  v.  Uhnanii, 
Walk.  Ch.  251;  English  v.  Cary,  25 
Mich.  178;  McCurdy  v.  Clark,  27 
Mich.  445;  Wilcox  i;.' Allen,  3t>  Mich. 
PJO;  Dixon  v.  Clayville,  44  Md.  573; 
'Jage  V.  Her,  5  Sniedea  &  M.  410;  43  Am. 
Dec.  521;  Henderson  v.  Herrod,  10 
Sinedes  &  M.  631 ;  Jefferson  College  v. 
Prentiss,  29  Miss.  40;  Page  v.  Pierce, 
2G  N.  H.  317;  Andrews  v.  Hobgood,  1 
Lea,  U93;  Tinsley  v.  Boy  kin,  46  Tex. 
592;  Paris  Exchange  Bank  v.  Beard, 
49  Tex.  358;  Parker  v.  Mercer,  6 
Uuw.  (Miss.)  320;  38  Am.  Dec.  438. 


a  McClintic  v.  Wise's  Adm'r,  25 
Gratt.  448;  18  Am.  Rep.  694;  Griggaby 
V.  Hair,  25  Ala.  327;  Salzman  v.  His 
Creditoia,  2  Kob.  (La.)  241;  BarkduU 
V,  Herwig,  30  La.  Ann.  618;  Water- 
man V.  Hunt,  2  R.  I.  298;  Parkhurst 
V.  Watertown  S.  E.  Co.,  107  Ind. 
594. 

*  Richardson  v.  McKim,  20  Kan. 
346;  Wilson  v.  Haywood,  6  Fla.  171; 
Vansant  v.  AUmon,  23  111.  30;  Frink 
Reynolds,  33  111.  481;  State  Bank  v. 
Tweedy,  8  Blackf.  447;  46  Am.  Dec. 
486;  Murdock  v.  Ford,  17  Ind.  52; 
Isett  V.  Lucas,  17  Iowa,  503;  Grapen- 
gether  v.  Fejervary,  9  Iowa,  163;  74 
Am.  Dec.  336;  Mitchell  v.  Laden,  36 
Mo.  526;  88  Am.  Dec.  156;  Thompsioa 
V.  Field,  38  Mo.  320;  Ellis  v.  Lamme, 
42  Mo.  153;  Wood  v.  Trask,  7  Wis. 
566;  76  Am.  Dec.  230;  Lyman  v. 
Smith,  21  Wis.  674. 

'  Norton  v.  Palmer,  142  Mass.  433. 
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All  the  notes  were  secured  by  one  ;Tiortgage.  P.  contended  that 
for  the  protection  of  G.  the  procetds  of  the  foreclosure  sl.ould 
lirst  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  note  first  due.  Held,  that 
the  proceeds  of  the  premises  should  be  applied  proportionally  on 
the  three  notes:  Parker  v.  Mercer,  t  How.  (Miss.)  320;  38  Am. 
Dec.  438.  A  assigned  part  of  a  mort  ;age  to  B.  The  property  was 
sold  under  foreclosure.  The  proceeds  were  insufficient  to  pay 
the  mortgage  in  full.  Held,  that  E  was  entitled  to  be  paid  in 
full  before  A  received  anything:  Barkdull  v.  Herwig,  30  La. 
Ann.  618.  A,  one  of  joint  mortgagees,  sold  to  B  his  interest  in 
the  second  note,  secured  by  the  mortgage.  B  assigned  the 
same  to  C.  Only  one  note  had  become  duo  at  the  time  of  the 
decree.  Held,  that  C  took  the  note  subject  to  the  risk  of 
the  adequacy  of  the  security,  and  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
note  first  falling  due:  Wood  v.  2Vast,  7  Wis.  5GG;  76  Am.  Dec. 
23U.  A  mortgaged  his  land  to  B  to  secure  three  notes.  B  in- 
dorsed the  notes,  and  assigned  the  rr.ortgage  to  C,  who  recovered 
judgment  against  both  A  and  B  or,  the  note  lirst  coming  due. 
The  land  was  not  worth  enough  to  my  the  three  notes.  Held, 
that  from  the  proceeds  on  foreclosui'c,  the  two  notes,  which  in 
C's  hands  were  then  overdue,  must  b  3  paid  before  B  was  entitled 
to  anything,  and  that  B's  assignee  pendente  lite  took  B's  rights, 
and  no  more:  Anderson  v.  Sharp,  44  Ohio  St.  260. 

g  3028.  Assignment  Subject  to  Equities.  —  The  assignee 
of  a  note  secured  by  mortgage  takes  it  subject  to  tho  same 
equities  to  which  he  would  be  liable  if  it  were  an  ordi- 
nary note  or  bill  of  exchange  not  secured  by  any  mort- 
gage.* So  in  an  action  on  a  mortgage  by  an  assignee, 
who  received  it  and  the  note  secured  by  it  for  value  be- 
fore maturity  in  good  faith,  and  without  notice  of  any 
defect,  the  mortgagor  cannot  raise  the  defense  of  want  of 
consideration,  or  that  the  note  and  mortgage  were  ob- 
tained from  him  by  fraudulent  representations.^  But  if 
the  note  secured  was  non-negotiable,'  or  had  been  as- 


'  Kelley  v.  Whitney,  45  Wis.  1 10:  .30 
Am.  Kep.  697;  Boyd  i-,  Parker,  43  Mil. 
782;  McKeiina  t'.  Kirk  wood,  50  Miuh. 
544;  Webb  v.  Hoseltoii,  4  Neb.  308; 
19  Am.  Rep.  6.S8;  Sawyer  v.  Prickett, 
19  Wall.  146;  Updegraft  v.  Edwards, 
45  Iowa,  513;  Duncan  v.  Louisville 
etc.,  13  Bush,  385;  26  Am.  Rep.  201; 
New  Orleans  v.  Montgomery,  95  U.  S. 
16;  James  v.  Morey,  2  Cow.  246;  14 
Ain.  Dec.  475,  and  note  513;  Mott  v. 


Clark,  9  Pa.  St.  399:  49  Am.  Dec.  566; 
Lewis  V.  Kirk,  28  Kan.  497;  42  Am. 
Rep.  173. 

»  Taylor  v.  Page,  6  Allen,  80;  Paigo 
V.  Chapman,  58  N.  H.  3;«;  Smart  v. 
Bement,  4  Abb.  App.  253;  Wood- 
rnSn.  Morriatown,  .34  N.  J.  Eq.  179. 

»  Reddish  V.  Ritchie,  17  Fla,  867; 
Horstman  v.  Gerker,  49  Pa.  St.  147; 
88  Am.  Dec.  501;  Richardson  v.  Wood- 
ruflf,  20  Neb.  132. 
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signed  after  maturity/  an  assignee  of  the  mortgage  takea 
it  subject  to  all  the  equities  existing  between  the  original 
parties.*  It  has  been  held  in  a  recent  case  that  the 
innocent  assignee  for  value  of  the  bond  and  mortgago, 
without  notice  of  certain  credits  to  which  the  mortgagor 
was  entitled,  took  the  securities  subject  to  the  defenses  of 
the  mortgagor  against  his  mortgagee.'  The  assignee  of  a 
mortgage  who  fails  to  inquire  of  the  mortgagor  whether 
he  has  any  defense  takes  subject  to  the  mortgagor's  equi- 
ties  against  the  mortgagee;  and  the  rule  is  the  same 
although  the  mortgagor  before  the  assignment  may  have 
confessed  judgment  in  favor  of  the  mortgagee  in  open 
court,  the  judgment  being  afterwards  opened.  The  as- 
signee may  give  the  confession  of  judgment  in  evidence, 
but  it  does  not  work  an  estoppel.*  An  assignee  who  takea 
no  declaration  of  set  off,  or  makes  no  inquiries  of  the 
mortgagor  as  to  conditions  in  the  way  of  payment,  takes 
the  mortgage  subject  to  any  equities  between  the  par- 
ties.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgaged  land  to  B  to  secure  negotiable 
notes  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  B  nego- 
tiated five  thousand  dollars  of  these  to  C  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, and  afterwards  negotiated  the  remaining  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  assigned  four  fifths  of  the  mortgage  to  D, 
who  accepted  only  on  condition  that  B  released  to  the  mort- 
gagors the  portion  covered  by  the  five  thousand  dollars,  which 
B  did  without  the  consent  of  C.  Held,  that  upon  delivery  of 
the  five-thousand-dollar  notes  to  C,  one  fifth  interest  in  the 
mortgage  passed  to  him  by  operation  of  law,  and  that  his  title 
thereto  could  not  be  affected  by  any  transaction  between  B  and 
D  to  which  he  did  not  consent:  Smith  v.  Stevens,  49  Conn.  181. 
A  gave  a  note  to  B  not  negotiable,  secured  by  a  mortgage,  a8 
security  for  the  performance  of  an  agreement.  C  took  an  as- 
signment of  the  note  and  mortgage,  and  attempted  to  foreclose. 

»Fi8hr.  French,  15  Gray,  520;  How-    land,  18  Md.  305;  81  Am.  Dec.  597; 
ard  V.  Gresham,  27  Ga.  347.  Nichols  v.  Lee,  10  Mich.  526;  82  Am. 


'Silverman  v.  Bullock,  98  111.   11;    Dec.  57. 


Carpenter  r.  Largan,  16  Wall.  273; 
Glidden  v.  Hunt,  24  Pick,  221;  Red- 
dish V.  Ritchie,  17  FIp.  867;  Eversole    551 


»  Moflfatt  V.  Hardin,  22  S.  C.  9. 
♦  Earnest  v.  Hoskins,   100  Pa.  Sfc 


V.  Maull,  50  Md.  d"«;  Asliton'a  Appeal, 
73  Fa.  St.  153;  Central  Bank  v.  Cope- 


"  Theyken   v.    Howe   Machine  Co., 
109  Pa.  St.  95. 
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Held,  that  C  was  chargeable  with  notice  of  the  equities  between 
A  and  B,  and  that  A,  on  performing  the  agreement,  could  main- 
tain  against  C  a  cross-action  for  the  cancellation  of  the  note 
and  mortgage:  Humphrey  v.  Beckwithy  48  Mich.  151. 

§  3029.  Effect  and  Construction.  — The  general  cfTect 
of  the  assignment  is  to  transfer  not  only  the  claim  against 
the  mortgagor,  but  also  all  securities  held  by  the  as- 
signor for  the  same  debt,*  though  if  there  bo  a  contract 
of  guaranty  of  a  strictly  personal  nature  made  to  the 
mortgagee,  it  will  not  pass.^  The  assignor  impliedly  cove- 
nants not  to  receive  payment  of  the  debt  assigned,  or 
that  if  he  docs,  he  will  pay  it  over  to  the  assignee.'  But 
to  protect  himself  iu  this  regard,  the  assignee  usually 
gives  notice  to  the  mortgagor  of  the  assignment,  and 
unless  he  does  so,  and  loss  ensues,  his  only  remedy  is 
against  the  assignor  on  the  implied  covenant.''  The  as- 
signor is,  in  general,  held  to  warrant  the  validity  of  the 
mortgage,  including  the  bonds  and  notes.*  But  the  as- 
signor is  not  answerable  for  a  defective  title,  unless  he 
bus  made  seme  representation  respecting  it,  which  the 
assignee  was  entitled  to  and  did  rely  on,  and  has 
thereby  suffered  loss.*  Where  the  mortgage  confers  on 
the  mortgagee  or  his  assigns  a  power  of  sale  after  de- 
fault, in  those  states  where  a  mortgage  is  regarded  as 
security  merely,  an  assignment  of  the  note  secured  by 
the  mortgage  carries  with  it  the  power  of  sale.^  A  defect- 
ive execution  of  a  power  of  sale  operates  as  an  assign- 
ment of  the  mortgage,  and  the  assignee  may  maintain  a 

'  Machine  Co.  v.  Emerson,  115  Mass.  282;  88  Am.  Dec.  501;  Van  Kuren  v. 
154;  Phillips  t'.  Bank  of  Lewistown,  IS  Corkins,  4  Hun,  120;  Johusoa  v.  Car- 
Pa.  St.  394;  Gibbons  v.  Hoag,  95  III.  pentcr,  7  Minn.  170. 
45;  Selfriilge  v.  Northampton  Bank,  8  *  Hortsmaa  v.  Gerker,  49  Pa.  St. 
Watts  &  S.  311;  Teft  v.  Miinson,  (J3  282;  88  Am.  Dec.  501;  Burhana  v. 
Barb.  31;  Gardiner  t;.  Gerrish,  23  Me.  Hutchesou,  25  Kan.  625;  37  Am.  Kep. 
46;  Greve  v.  Coffin,  14  Minn.  345;  100  274. 
Am.  Dec.  229.  »  Ross  v.  Terry,  63  N.  Y.  613. 

'Smith  V.  Starr,  4  Hun,  123;  New-  «  Vincent  v.  Berry,  46  Iowa,  571. 

comb  V.  Hale,  90  N.  Y.  326;  43  Am.  '  Hamilton  v.  Lubukee,  51  111.  415; 

Rep.  173.  99  Am.  Dec.  562;  Gilgour  v.  Gockley, 

»  McCabe  v.  Farnsworth,  27  Mich.  83  111.  109. 
52;  Hortsmaa  v.  Gerker,  49  Fa.  St. 
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writ  of  entry  against  a  person  in  possession  who  showa 
no  title  to  the  land.*  A  niortgageo  does  not  lose  his  in- 
terest in  the  mortgage  by  assigning  it  to  his  creditor  ixn 
collateral  security  for  his  own  debt,  thougli  the  assign- 
ment stipulates  that  ho  is  cO  forfeit  all  interest  if  he  fails 
to  pay  at  a  fixed  time,  and  ho  does  so  fail.'  After  having 
assigned  the  debt  secured  by  the  mortgage,  the  power  of 
the  mortgagee  ceases,  and  a  release  made  by  him  is  a  iMil- 
lity,  and  will  bo  canceled,  and  the  mortgage  lien  en- 
forced." 

Ii.LUSTUATroNs.  —  A  held  a  mortgage  to  Becure  a  debt  and  to 
indi'uniify  himself  as  surety  for  the  uiortgagor.  Held,  that  he 
could  assign  his  interest  in  the  propTty  to  secure  his  debt,  and 
that  his  assignee's  rights  were  jiarainount  to  the  right  of  sub- 
rogation possessed  by  creditors  of  the  mortgagor:  Waller  v. 
0(jlcshy^  85  Tenn.  321.  Where  a  mortgage  was  foreclosed  by  an 
assignee  for  non-payment  of  interest  before  the  principal  was 
due,  held,  that  his  assignor  could  not  prove  the  payment  of  all 
the  interest  to  him  by  the  mortgagor  before  the  assignment: 
Newton  B.  &  L.  Ass'n  v.  Boyer,  42  5s\  J.  Eq.  273.  A.  executed 
to  R.  a  bond  and  mortgage,  without  consideration,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  a  loan  for  himself.  R.  failed  to  procure  the 
loan,  but  sold  the  bond  and  mortgage  for  value  to  B.  Heldy 
that  R.,  having  no  authority  to  sell,  conveyed  no  title  to  B., 
and  A.  was  entitled  to  surrender  and  cancellation  of  them: 
Dans  v.  Bechstein,  69  N.  Y.  440;  25  Am.  Rep.  218. 


'  Holmes  v.  Turners  Falls  Co.,  142 
Mass.  690;  Taylor  v.  A.  &  M.  Asa'u, 
68  Ala.  229. 


*  Hughes  V.  Johnson,  3S  Ark.  285. 

•  Faasett  v.  Mulock,  6  Col.  466. 
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CHArXER  CXLTI. 

RIGHTS,   INTKRKSTS,  AND  LIABILITIES  OF  PARTIES. 

§  30nO,  The  mortgagor. 

S  3031.  Tho  iiiortg.iyco. 

g  3032.  Tho  purchasur  of  tho  equity  of  reiloiiiption. 

8  3033,  Tho  loasoo  of  tho  mortgagor. 

§  30.34.  lliglit  of  mortgagor  to  bring  ejectment. 

§  'M^5.  Riglit  of  mortgagoo  to  bring  c.jeetmoat. 

8  30.30.  Right  of  mortgagee  to  writ  of  entry. 

§  3037.  Subsequent  encumbrancers. 

8  30.38.  Mortgagee  under  mortgage  of  indemnity. 

§  3039,  Right  of  itarties  to  maintain  partition. 

8  3040.  Wlion  mortgagee  eatopped  from  s.  iting  up  mortgage. 

§3030.  The  Mortgagor,— Under  tho  modern  inter- 
pretation of  a  mortgage  as  adopt(  !  in  most  of  the  states, 
no  estate  in  the  land  passes  to  the  mo  ''^agoe.  He  has 
merely  a  lien  for  tho  security  of  the  debt,  the  estate  re- 
maining in  the  mortgagor  as  it  was  before  the  mortgage.' 
And  tho  latter  may  exercise  all  rights  of  ownership  over 
the  property  as  fully  and  effectually  as  he  could  have  done 
if  the  mortgage  had  not  been  in  existence,  with  the  quali- 
fication, however,  that  he  must  do  nothing  which  will 
impair  the  value  of  the  security,  or  render  it  less  avail- 
able to  the  mortgagee.'^  The  possession  of  the  mortgagor 
is  presumed  to  bo  in  subordination  to  the  title  of  the 


'  Wade  V.  Miller,  32  N,  J.  L.  303; 
Childs  V.  Childa,  10  Ohio  St.  342;  75 
Am,  Dec,  512;  Bryan  v.  Butta,  27 
Barb.  505;  Chamberlain  v.  Thompson, 
10  Conn.  343;  26  Am.  Dec.  390;  Orr  v. 
Hadley,  36  N.  H.  578;  Bartlett  v. 
Borden,  13  Bush,  45;  Wilkinsr,  French, 
20  Me,  111;  Gabbert  v.  Schwartz,  69 
Ind.  450;  Hall  v.  Savill,  3  G.  Greene, 
37;  54  Am.  Dec,  485;  Farnsworth  t>. 
Boston,  126  Mass,  3;  Hitchcock  v. 
Harrington,  6  Johns.  290;  5  Am.  Dec. 
229;  Mann  v.  Talcon,  25  Tex,  271. 

'  Kennett  v.  Plummer,  28  Mo.  142; 
Orr  V.  Hadley,  36  N,  H.  579;  Buchan- 


an V.  Munroe,  22  Tex,  537;  Waring 
V.  Smyth,  2  Barb.  Ch,  119;  47  Am, 
Dec,  299;  Barrett  v.  Blackmar,  47 
Iowa,  565;  Mitchell  v.  Bartlett,  52 
Barb,  319;  Norwich  v.  Hubbard,  22 
Conn.  587;  Bird  v.  Decker,  64  Me. 
550;  Annapolis  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gar- 
ett,  39  Md.  115;  Kimball  v.  Lewiston 
Steam  Mill  Co.,  55  Me.  499;  Woods 
r.  Hildebrand,  46  Mo.  284;  2  Am. 
Rep.  513;  Coker  v.  Whitlock,  54  Ala. 
180;  Murphy  v.  Welch,  128  Mass. 
489;  Oldham  v.  Pfleger,  84  111.  102; 
Angler  v.  Agnew,  98  Pa.  St.  587;  42 
Am.  Rep.  624. 


3030 


MORTGAGES. 


4912 


mortgagee,  until  the  contrary  is  shown.*  The  possession 
of  the  mortgagor  is  the  possession  of  the  mortgagee, 
who  is  not  liable  to  be  disseised  by  any  act  of  the 
mortgagor  remaining  in  possession;  and  the  latter  can 
make  no  lease  or  contract  respecting  the  mortgaged 
premises  effectual  to  bind  the  mortgagee  or  prejudicial 
to  his  title.*  The  mortgagor  and  his  assigns  are  not  en- 
titled as  against  the  mortgagee  to  be  allowed  for  improve- 
ments made  upon  the  premises,*  nor  are  they  bound  to 
rebuild  erections  destroyed  by  fire.''  The  estate  of  the 
mortgagor  is  liable  to  be  attached,  levied  upon,  and  sold 
under  execution,  without  prejudice,  of  course,  to  the  lien  of 
the  mortgage.*  The  mortgagor's  lessee  is  not  entitled  to 
crops  growing  on  the  premises,  as  against  the  mortgagee, 
under  a  lease  subsequent  to  the  mortgage.*  If  the  mort- 
gagee does  not  interfere  with  the  mortgagor's  collecting 
rents  and  profits,  the  mortgagee  cannot  recover  them  from 
the  mortgagor,  even  though  after  sale  there  is  a  deficiency.^ 
The  mortgagor  cannot  defeat  the  mortgage  by  buying  the 
land  in  collusion  with  a  third  person  at  a  tax  sale,* 
Where  at  the  date  of  the  mortgage  the  mortgagor  has  not 
title  to  the  land,  but  subsequently  acquires  the  same,  it  is 
a  well-established  rule  that  such  after-acquired  title  inures 
to  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee,  and,  as  is  said,  feeds  the 
mortgage.*     But  this  rule  does  not  apply  where  it  would 

WLitmore,    52     Me. 


'  Conner 
185. 

■  ^Colton  V.  Smith,  11  Pick.  311;  22 
Am.  Dec.  375;  Beach  v.  Royce,  1 
Root,  244;  Judd  r.  Woodruff,  2  Root, 
21)8;  Sweetser  v.  Lowell,  33  Me.  44G; 
McDermott  v.  Burke,  16  Cal.  580. 

*  ChilJs  V.  Dolan,  5  Allen,  319;  Baird 
V.  Jackson,  98  111.  78;  Marshall  v. 
Stewart,  80  Ind.  189;  Wharton  v. 
Moore,  84  N.  C.  479;  37  Am.  Kep. 
627;  Rice  v.  Dewey,  54  Barb.  455. 

*  Reid  V.  Bank  of  Tennessee,  1 
Sneed,  262. 

*  Franklin  v.  Gorham,  2  Day,  142;  2 
Am.  Dec.  86;  Fox  v.  Clark,  Walk.  Ch. 
635;  Uackett  v.  Buck,  128  Mass.  369; 
Moors  V.  Albro,  129  Mass.  9;  Fhinizy 


V.  Clark,  62  Ga.  623;  Walters  v. 
Defeubaugh,  90  111.  241;  Lovelace  v. 
Webb,  62  Ala.  271;  Perrin  v.  Reid,  35 
Vt.  2. 

« Lane  v.  King,  8  Wend.  584;  24 
Am.  Dec.  105. 

'  Keyser  v.  Hitz,  4  Mackey,  179. 

8  Mc Alpine  v.  Zitzer,  119  111.  273; 
Kezer  v.  Clifford,  59  N.  H.  208;  AUi- 
son  V.  Armstrong,  28  Minn.  276;  41 
Am.  Rep.  624. 

»  Tefft  V.  Munson,  63  Barb.  38;  Gib- 
bons  V.  Hoag,  95  111.  45;  Pike  v.  Gal- 
vin,  29  Me.  183;  Judd  v.  Seekins,  C2 
N.  Y.  266;  Philby  v.  Sanders,  11  Ohio 
St.  490;  78  Am.  Dec.  316;  Ranch  v. 
Dech,  116  Pa.  St.  157;  2  Am.  St.  Rep. 
598. 
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ad.  58i;  24 


work  manifest  injustice.*  Where  the  mortgagor  warrants 
the  title,  he  is,  under  the  general  principle,  estopped  from 
asserting  a  want  of  title  in  the  mortgagee.'  A  grantee 
who  has  assumed  payment  of  a  mortgage  is  estopped 
from  setting  up  a  title  acquired  under  a  prior  mortgage.' 
Where  mortgagors  of  a  homestead  declare  the  mortgage 
to  be  for  purchase-money,  they  are  estopped,  when  sued 
on  the  negotiable  note,  from  asserting  the  contrary.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  conveyed  land  to  B.  The  land  was  sub- 
ject to  a  mortgage,  which  was  recited  to  be  part  of  the  consid- 
eration, and  which  the  grantee  orally  agreed  to  pay.  It  was 
afterwards  attached  by  one  who  had  no  notice  of  the  oral 
agreement.  Held,  that  the  grantor  could  enforce  the  mortgage 
against  the  land  without  first  resorting  to  otlier  land  also 
covered  by  the  mortgage:  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v.  Mntvery, 
67  Iowa,  118.  A  occupied  real  estate  which  he  had  conveyed 
to  B  by  a  deed,  absolute  in  form,  there  being,  liowever,  a  parol 
agreement  to  reconvey  upon  the  payment  by  A  to  B  of  certain 
sums  due.  B  conveyed  the  real  estate  to  C,  who,  during  A's 
temporary  absence,  took  possession  and  by  force  repelled  A's 
re-entry.  Held,  that  A  was  lawfully  in  possession,  and  could 
maintain  trespass  for  an  assault:  Perkins  v.  West,  55  Vt.  2G5. 

§  3031.  The  Mortgagee.  —  By  virtue  of  the  rule  as  now 
obtaining  in  most  of  the  states,  the  njortgagoe  takes  no 
estate  in  the  hind,  hut  has  only  a  lien  thereon  as  security 
for  the  debt  until  foreclosure.®  His  interest  in  the  land 
is  regarded  a?  personalty,  and  is  subject  to  the  rules  of 


»  Hawkins  v.  Harlan,  68  Cal.  236. 

■^  Co;iist()olv  V.  Smith,  13  Pick.  V13; 
23  Am.  Doc.  670;  Pike  v.  Galvin,  29 
Me.  1S4;  Cross  r.  Kol)iiison,  21  Conn. 
.•^T'J;  [>en  v.  Gardner,  20  N.  J.  L.  556; 
45  Am.  Dec.  38S;  Sutlive  v.  Jones,  61 
(ia.  676;  Jones  c.  Reese,  65  Ala.  134; 
Boone  v.  Armstrong,  67  Ind.  168; 
Goodenough  v.  Felfows,  53  Vt.  102; 
Preston  v.  Evans,  56  Md.  476;  Weyh 
V.  Boylan,  85  N.  Y.  394;  :^9  Am.  Rep. 
669;  Hutchinson  v.  Gill,  91  Pa.  St. 
253;  Chapman  v.  Mdler,  130  Mass. 
289;  Ke.ngood  v.  Davis,  21  S.  C.  183. 

'  Conner  v.  Howe,  .35  Minn.  518. 

*  Heidcnheimer  v.  Stewart,  05  Tex. 
321. 

S08 


*  Woods  V.  Hilderbrand,  46  ^\o.  284; 
2  Am.  Rep.  51.S;  Fletcher  v.  Holmes, 
32  Ind.  51.3;  Hubhell  r.  Mnulson,  ,''.3 
N.  Y.  22.");  43  Am.  Rep.  519;  Nor- 
wich V.  Hubbard,  22  Conn.  587;  Great 
Falls  Co.  V  Worster,  45  N.  H.  512; 
Mills  V.  Sheppard,  30  Conn.  98;  (Jil- 
man  v.  Wills,  66  Me.  273;  Home  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Smith,  28  Hiin,  291!;  Brown  v. 
Bates,  55  Me.  520;  92  Am.  Dee.  613; 
Scott  V.  Mewliiter,  49  Iowa,  487;  Mc- 
Laughlin V.  Sheppard,  32  Me.  143;  52 
Am.  Dec.  646;  Beckett  v.  Dean,  57 
Miss.  232;  Morris  v.  Mowatt,  2  Paige, 
686;  22  Am.  Dec.  661.  And  see 
§  3U12,  aiUe. 
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law  governing  that  species  of  property.^  He  has  no  right 
to  actual  possession  and  receipt  of  rents  and  profits, 
except  where  the  mortgage  carries  the  estate,  and  then 
only  after  condition  broken;  but  he  has  constructive 
possession  before  discharge  or  foreclosure  through  the 
possession  of  the  mortgagor,  who  is  quasi  tenant  at  will.^ 
He  is  deemed  a  purchaser  within  the  meaning  of  the 
registry  acts,'  and  is  entitled  to  rely  on  the  record,  and  to 
be  protected  from  encumbrances  and  defects  not  disclosed 
by  it.*  As  the  relationship  of  mortgagor  and  mortgagee 
is  not  considered  to  be  of  a  fiduciary  character,  the  mort- 
gagee, whether  in  possession,  or  not,  is  entitled  to  purchase 
from  the  mortgagor  his  estate  and  interest  in  the  land.' 
In  the  event  of  the  mortgagor's  title  being  sold  under 
execution,  the  mortgagee  may  buy  and  hold  it  adversely 
to  the  mortgagor.'  He  may  also,  in  some  states,  acquire 
title  to  the  property  by  purchase  at  a  tax  sale,  when  he  is 
not  in  possession;  but  if  he  is  receiving  the  rents,  and 
buys  the  property  in  at  a  tax  sale,  he  will  be  deemed  to 
hold  the  title  on  behalf  of   the  mortagor.'      When   the 


1  Webster  v.  Calden,  56  Me.  204; 
Woodruff  V.  Mutschler,  Si  N.  J.  Eq. 
33;  Baldwin  v.  Hatchett,  56  Ala.  461; 
Martin  v.  Smith,  124  Mass.  Ill; 
Stewart  v.  Allegheny  Nat.  Bank,  101 
Pa.  St.  342;  Long's  Appeal,  77  Pa.  St. 
151. 

^  Willis  V.  Moore,  59  Tex.  628;  46 
Am.  Rep.  284;  Skinner  v.  Buck,  2i) 
Col.  253;  Besser  v.  Hawthorne,  3  Or. 
129;  Carpenter  v.  Brenham,  40  Cal. 
221;  Sclireiber  v.  Carey,  48  Wis.  208; 
Harley  v.  Estes,  6  Neb.  386;  Walker 
V.  Johnson,  37  Tex.  127;  Green  v. 
Butler,  26  Cal.  595;  Pugh  v.  Davis,  96 
U.  S.  332;  McLeod  v.  BuUard,  84  N. 
C.  515;  Ten  Eyck  v.  Craig,  62  N.  Y. 
406;  Hunt  v.  Hunt,  14  Pick.  374;  25 
Am.  Dec.  400;  Babcock  v.  Kennedy,  1 
Vt.  457;  18  Am.  Dec.  695;  Stoney  r. 
Shultz;  1  HUl  Eq.  (S.  C.)  465;  27  Am. 
Dec.  429. 

»  Salter  v.  Baker,  54  Cal.  140;  Pat- 
toQ  V.  Eberhart,  52  Iowa,  67;  Whelan 
V.  McCreary,  64  Ala.  319;    Pierce  v. 


Faunce,  47  Me.  507;  Kesner  v.  Trigg, 
98  U.  S.  50;  Weinberg  v.  Rempe,  15 
W.  Va.  829. 

*  McFarlane  v.  Griffith,  4  Wash.  C. 
C.  585;  Brophy  Min.  Co.  v.  Bropliy 
etc.  Min.  Co.,  15  Nev.  101;  Rogers  v. 
Blackwell,  49  Mich.  192;  James  v. 
Morey,  2  Cow.  246;  14  Am.  Dec.  475. 

»  Pugh  V.  Davis,  96  U.  S.  332;  Grueu 
V.  Butler.  26  Cal.  595;  McLeod  v.  Bui- 
lard,  86  N.  C.  210;  Ten  Eyck  ••.  Craig, 
62  N.  Y.  406;  Duval  v.  P.  &  M.  Bank, 
10  Ala.  636. 

«  Blythe  v.  Richards,  10  Serg.  &  R. 
261;  13  Am.  Dec.  672. 

'  Coombs  t>.  Warren,  34  Me.  89; 
Martin  v.  Swotfard,  59  Miss.  328; 
Waterson  v.  Devoe,  18  Kan.  223;  Tea 
Eyck  V.  Craig,  62  N.  Y.  406;  Siden- 
berg  V.  Ely,  90  N.  Y.  257;  43  Am. 
Rep.  163;  Brown  w.  Simons,  44  N.  H. 
475;  Mooshier  v.  Norton,  100  111.  63; 
Schenck  v.  Kelley,  88  Ind.  444;  Smith 
V.  Lewis,  20  Wis.  350.  But  see  Bur- 
chard  v.  Roberts,  70  Wis.  Ill,  6  Am. 
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mortgagee  takes  possession  of  the  property,  he  is  hound 
to  use  it  as  a  provident  owner  would,  and  to  use  like  dili- 
gence to  make  it  productive.^  Before  he  enters  in  posses- 
sion, a  mortgagee  is  not  hound  hy  covenants  running  with 
the  land.''  When  a  mortgagee  rightfully  enters  into  pos- 
session, he  is  accountable  only  for  what  he  actually 
receives,  or  could  have  received  by  the  exercise  of  due 
diligence;  but  he  is  not  permitted  to  manage  the  prop- 
erty in  a  negligent  or  wasteful  manner;  and  e^  oU  though 
he  has  assigned  the  mortgage,  he  is  equally  responsible  for 
the  acts  and  omissions  of  his  assignee,  as  it  is  held  to  be 
his  duty  not  to  permit  other  than  a  proper  person  to  take 
possession  of  the  land.*  Under  what  is  known  as  the 
doctrine  of  tacking,  but  which  has  found  little  favor  in 
the  United  States,  a  third  mortgagee  may  by  buying  the 
first  mortgage  tack  onto  it  the  third,  and  so  obtain  pri- 
ority for  his  third  mortgage  over  the  second.  But  this 
can  be  done  onfy  where  the  first  mortgagee  is  held  to  be 
the  legal  owner  of  the  estate,  and  where  the  third  mort- 
gagee had  no  notice  of  the  second  mortgage  at  the  time 
he  lent  his  money;  and  it  was  early  held  in  this  country 
that  where  the  laws  provide  for  the  recording  of  mort- 
gages this  doctrine  has  no  application.*  Another  right  of 
a  mortgagee  is  that  of  the  consolidating  of  two  or  more 
mortgages.  It  arises  where  the  same  mortgagee  has  taken 
separate  mortgages  at  different  times   and   on   different 

St.  Rep.  148,  andEck  t>.  Swennumson,  Bellw.  Mayor  of  New  York,  ]0  Paige, 

73  Iowa,    423,    5  Am.    St.  Kep.   090,  73;  Cookea  v.  Culbertson,  U  Nev.  199; 

where  it  is  held  that  the  mortgagee  Breckenritlge    v.    lirook.s,    2    A.    K. 

and  one  who  holds  under  him  cannot  Marsli.  335;  12  Am.  Dec.  401;    Youle 

acquire  a  tax  title,   and  thereby  do-  v.  Richards,  1  N.  J.  Kq.  534;   23  Am. 

feat  the    mortgagor's     title    and    his  Dec.   722;   Caldwell  v.   Hall,  49  Ark. 


equity  of  redemption. 


508;  4  .Am.  S'    Rep.   6^;    Gresham  v. 


'  Benham  v.  Rowe,  2  Cal.  387;    56    Ware,  79  Ala.  192. 


Am.  Dec.  342;    Shaeflfer  v.  Chambers, 
6  N.  J.  Eq.  548;  47  Am.  Dec.  211. 


*  Parkist  v.  Alexander,  1  Johns?.  Ch. 
399;    Grant  v.  U.  S.   Bank,   1   Cainea 


^  Morris  r.  Mowatt,  2  Paige,  586;  22    Cas.   112;    Chandler  v.  Dyer,  37  Vt. 


Am.  Dec.  661. 

»  Harper  v.  Ely,  70  111.  581;  Gill- 
man  V.  Wills,  66  Me.  273;  Hubbell  v. 
Moulson,  53  N.  Y.  225;    13  Am.  Rep. 


345;  Wing  v.  McDowell,  Walk.  Ch. 
175;  Nelson  v.  Boyce,  7  J.  J.  Marsh. 
401;  23  Am.  Dec.  411.  The  doctrine 
of  tacking  was  abolished  in  England  by 


519;  Hubbard  v.  Shaw,  12  Allen,  120;    the  vendor  aud  purchaser  act  of  1874. 
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properties  from  the  same  mortgagee,  and  consists  of  tlie 
riglit  of  such  mortgagee  to  refuse  to  receive  payment  of 
less  than  all  of  the  mortgages.  It  was  founded  on  the 
notion  that  where  in  one  case  the  property  might  afford 
an  inadequate  security,  and  in  another  case  the  security 
might  be  more  than  ample,  it  would  be  inequitable  to 
permit  the  mortgagor  to  redeem  the  ample  security  and 
leave  the  mortgagee  to  take  liis  chances  of  payment  out 
of  the  inadequate  one.  The  doctrine  obtains  in  a  few  of 
the  states;'  but  the  prevailing  rule  is,  that  a  mortgagor 
may  redeem  each  mortgage  separately.^  The  mortgagee 
may  release  a  part  of  the  mortgaged  premises  with  or 
without  receiving  any  portion  of  the  mortgage  debt,  but 
the  remainder  of  the  property  continues  liable  for  the 
amount  of  the  debt  remaining  unpaid;  it  being  consid- 
ered that  every  portion  of  the  premises  is  equally  subject  to 
the  whole  of  the  debt.^  But  if  a  mortgaged  estate  is  sold 
in  lots,  and  the  mortgagee,  with  knowledge  of  such  sale, 
releases  one  lot  from  the  operation  of  the  mortgage,  he 
can  enforce  payment  of  only  a  proportionate  share  as 
against  the  others.*  A  mortgage  is  discharged  only  by 
payment  or  release,  and  not  by  a  change  in  or  renewal  of 
the  note  or  debt  which  the  mortgage  was  g.ven  to  secure.^ 

Illustrations. — M.,  having  a  chiim  to  land  in  Missouri 
under  a  Spanish  grant,  mortgaged  a  part  of  the  land  to  D. 
Afterwards  Congress  confirmed  the  claim  to  M.  or  his  legal 
representatives.  Held,  that  this  confirmation  inured  to  the 
benefit  of  the  mortgagee,  rather  than  to  the  heirs  of  M.:  Alas^ey 
V.  P<ipin,  24  How.  302.  A  mortgaged  property,  and  afterwards 
sold  it  to  B,  who  assumed  the  mortgage,  and  gave  his  own 
notes,  with  a  surety,  as  collateral  to  the  original  debt.     The 


1  Walling  V.  Aikin,  1  McMull.  Eq. 
1;  Bank  ot  S.  C.  V  Rose,  1  Strob.  Ei|. 
257;  Rowan  v.  The  Sharp's  Rifle  Mfg. 
Co.,  29  Conn.  282;  Lamsou  v.  Suther- 
land, 13  Vt.  309. 

'  Kipp  V.  Delaniater,  58  How.  Pr. 
183;  Beck  v.  Ruggles,  6  Abb.  N.  C. 
69. 

»  Smith  V.  Roberts,  91  N.  Y.  470; 
Coutaat  V.  Seaors,  3  Barb.  128. 


*  Fassett  v.  Traber,  20  Ohio,  510; 
Lock  ^>.  Falford,  52  111.  106;  George  v. 
Wood,  9  Alien,  83;  85  Am.  Dec.  741; 
Stirling  v.  Forrester,  3  Bligh,  57i5; 
590;  Guion  v.  Knapp,  6  Paige,  35, 
29  Am.  Dec.  741;  Jones  v.  My- 
rick,  8  Gratt.  180;  Taylor  v.  Short,  27 
Iowa,  301;  1  Am.  Rep.  280. 

°  Bunker  v.  Barron,  79  Me.  62;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  282. 
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surety  was  sued,  and  his  estate  being  small,  the  judgment  was 
compromised  for  a  less  sum,  the  grantee  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption making  no  objection.  Held,  that  the  mortgagee  was 
not  accountable  for  more  than  he  actually  received,  but  that 
tlie  costs  of  suit  should  not  be  deducted  from  that  sum:  John- 
son V.  Rice,  8  Me.  157.  A  mortgaged  land  to  B  to  secure  a 
specific  debt,  and  afterwards  conveyed  his  equity  of  redemp- 
tion in  the  same  land  and  other  property  in  trust  to  pay  all 
his  debts,  among  them  other  debts  due  to  B,  not  secured  by 
the  mortgage.  Held,  that  B  was  entitled  to  receive  the  whole 
amount  of  bis  mortgaged  debt  out  of  the  land,  and  come  in  pro 
rata  with  other  creditors  as  to  his  other  debts:  Bell  v.  Hammond, 
2  Leigh,  416.  A  mortgage  was  given  to  A,  to  secure  two  negotiable 
notes  of  the  same  date  and  maturity, — tlie  one  payable  to  A,  and 
the  other  to  B,  —  and  the  transaction  showed  that  an  equality 
between  A  and  B  was  intended.  Held,  that  A  could  not  claim 
a  superior  ecjuity  as  against  C,  who  had  beconje  a  bona  fide 
purchaser  of  the  note  from  B,  without  such  equity:  Beresford  v. 
Ward,  1  Disn.  1G9.  A  mortgaged  real  estate  to  B,  to  whom  he 
was  also  indebted  under  a  building  contract  relating  to  the 
same  land,  which  had  been  duly  recorded,  but  not  enforced 
by  suit  within  six  montlis,  as  required  by  the  Massachusetts 
statute.  B  entered  upon  the  property  for  condition  broken. 
It  was  then  agreed  between  the  parties  that  B  should  let  the 
estate,  and  apply  the  rents  to  the  debt  under  the  building  con- 
tract, after  which,  and  before  any  rent  had  been  received  or 
become  payable,  A  took  advantage  of  the  insolvent  law.  Held, 
that  the  rents  subsequently  received  by  B  must  be  deemed  to 
have  been  received  by  him  as  mortgagee:  Hilliard  v.  Allen,  4 
Cush.  532.  A  conveyed  his  ranch  and  stock  to  B  and  C,  to 
manage  and  sell  in  order  to  reimburse  themselves  for  a  loan. 
Held,  that  B  and  C  were,  in  effect,  mortgagees  in  possession, 
and  liable  for  the  loss  of  stock  unnecessarily  abandoned:  Wann 
V.  Coe,  31  Fed.  Rep.  369.  Plaintifl'  in  foreclosure  agreed  with 
A,  the  purchaser  of  the  equity  of  redemption,  that  if  A  would 
buy  at  the  sale,  plaintiff  would  take  a  new  mortgage.  This 
was  done,  and  A  never  gave  up  possession,  //ek/,  that  judg- 
ment creditors  of  the  mortgagor,  whose  liens  were  subsequent 
to  the  original  mortgage,  could  not  charge  plaintiff  as  mort- 
gagee in  possession  with  rents  and  profits;  Van  Dvyne  v. 
ijhann,  41  N.  J.  Eq.  311.  An  administrator  rightfully  pledged 
to  A  a  mortgage  belonging  to  the  estate  as  security  for  A's 
advances  for  the  use  of  the  estate.  A  put  the  mortgage  into 
the  administrator's  hands  for  collection;  and  the  latter,  in- 
stead of  suing  it  in  A's  name,  sued  it  in  his  own,  and  the 
mortgagor,  not  knowing  of  A's  rights,  settled  the  judgment  by 


§ 
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Burrondoring  the  land.  Held,  that  the  land  in  the  hands  of 
the  huirs  of  tlio  administrator's  intestate  remained  liable  to  A: 
Reynolds  v.  Jiees,  23  S.  C.  438.  A  and  B  owned  land,  lots  1,  2, 
and  3,  subject  to  a  mortgage.  Upon  a  division,  A  took  lot  1, 
and  B  lots  2  and  3,  B  agreeing  to  assume  the  mortgage  debt. 
B  borrowed  money  of  C,  mortgaging  lot  2  to  secure  it,  and 
agreeing  to  apply  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  release  of  lot 
2  from  the  old  mortgage.  Instead,  he  obtained  a  release  of 
lot  3.  C  released  a  part  of  lot  2  from  the  lien  of  the  mortgage, 
and  thus  enabled  B  to  obtain  money  from  sales.  With  this 
and  other  money  B  paid  the  original  mortgage  debt,  and  B 
consenting,  C  sought  to  foreclose  against  lot  2.  Held,  that  this 
could  not  be  done,  and  that  A  was  entitled  to  a  release  of  lot 
2:  Uichardtion  v.  Traver,  112  U.  S.  423.  A  mortgaged  all  his 
land  for  the  purchase-money  to  B,  and  subsequently  mort- 
gaged suec(>ssive  portions  to  C,  D,  and  E.  A  having  beconio 
bankrupt,  his  assignees  sold  under  order  of  the  court  all  the 
land  in  Cs  portion,  and  applied  the  money  on  B's  mortgage. 
Held,  tluit  C  was  entitled  to  have  E's  portion  and  D's  portion 
sold  in  that  order  for  the  relief  of  his  mortgage:  MilUyan^o 
Appeal,  104  Pa.  St.  503.  A  held  a  senior  mortgage  on  a  tract 
of  land,  B  a  second  mortgage,  and  C  a  junior  mortgage.  A 
foreclosed,  bid  in  the  land,  and  assigned  the  ;ertificate  of  sale 
to  B.  The  mortgagor  conveyed  the  equity  o,  redemption  to  C, 
who  redeemed  and  took  a  sheriff's  deed.  Held,  that  B  could 
foreclose  as  against  C:  Crane  v.  Aultman  Taylor  Co.,  61  Wis.  110. 

§  3032.     The  Purchaser  of  the  Equity  of  Redemption. 

The  position  of  the  purchaser  of  an  equity  of  redemp- 
tion depends  to  a  very  great  extent  upon  the  language 
employed  in  his  conveyance,  and  referring  to  the  mort- 
gage subject  to  which  he  takes  the  property.  It  may  im- 
pose upon  him  the  liability  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt 
direct  to  the  mortgagee,  or  merely  to  indemnify  the  mort- 
gagor therefrom,  or  to  repay  him  when  he  pays  the 
mortgagee.^  Or  it  may,  as  regards  the  pureiiaser;  confine 
the  liability  to  the  land  only,  without  crc;  .  t;  r.Ay  per- 
sonal claim  against  the  grantee.^    It  may  e  :t'"  >  'dm  from 

>  Garnsey  v.  Rogers,  47  N.  Y.  233;  47  Am.  Rep.  467;  >!..>.  re's  Appeal,  88 

7  Am.    Rep.  440;  Binsse  v.  Paige,  1  Pa.  St.  450;  32  Am.  Rep.  469. 

Abb.  App.   138;  Schmucker  v.  Sibert,  »  Collins  v.  Rowe,  1  Abb.  N.  C.  97; 

18  Kaa.  104;  26  Am.  Rep.  765;  Camp-  Meech  v.  Ensigu,  49  Conn.  191;  44  Am. 

bell  V.    Smith,    71    N.  Y.  26;  27  Am.  Rep.  225;  Vrooman  v.  Turner,    69  N. 

Rep.  5;  Dean  v.  Walker,  107  111.  540;  Y.  280;  25  Am.  Rep.  195. 
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disputing  the  validity  of  the  mortgage.*  It  may  affect 
the  liability  of  the  mortgagor  in  case  the  mortgagee  sub- 
sequently extends  the  time  for  payment  of  the  debt  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  former.^  It  also  may  materially 
affect  questions  of  notice  to  others  who  claim  under  the 
deed.'  In  the  absence  of  any  contract  or  circumstances  to 
the  contrary,  it  is  presumed  that  one  who  purchases  mort- 
gaged property  takes  it  charged  with  the  payment  of  the 
mortgage  debt."*  Where  the  deed  expressly  states  that  the 
land  is  subject  to  a  mortgage,  it  is  as  effectually  charged 
therewith  in  the  hands  of  the  purchaser  as  though  he 
had  expressly  assumed  the  payment,  or  had  made  the 
mortgage  himself.''  Where  the  purchaser  assumes  pay- 
ment of  the  mortgage  he  makes  himself  personally  liable 
for  its  payment,  and  judgment  of  deficiency  can  be  had 
against  him;  but  where  he  simply  buys  the  land  subject 
to  the  mortgage,  he  incurs  no  personal  liability  in  the 
event  of  the  security  being  deficient.*  He  is,  however, 
not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  any  collateral  security  ob- 
tained by  the  mortgagee  after  the  execution  of  the  mort- 
gage. He  buys  the  equity  of  redemption  only,  and  is  not 
concerned  with  any  other  security  not  a  part  of  the  ori- 
ginal transaction;^  nor  does  he  acquire  any  right  to  have 
the  securities  marshaled  in  his    favor.*     And  where  he 


«  Ritter  V.  Phillips,  53  N.  Y.  586; 
Johnston  v.  Crawley,  25  Ga.  .310;  71 
Am.  Dec.  173.  But  as  to  California, 
see  Boggs  ?•.  Fowler,  16  Cal.  559;  76 
Am.  Deo.  501;  Parkinsoa  v.  Sherman, 
74  N.  Y.  88;  30  Am.  Rep.  208. 

»  Calvo  V.  Daviea,  73  N.  Y.  211;  Hoy 
V.  Branihall,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  563;  97  Am. 
Dec.  087;  George  v.  Andrews,  60  Md. 
26;  45  Am.  Rep.  706. 

'  Campbell  v.  Vedder,  1  Abb.  App. 
295. 

*  Dickason  v.  Williams,  129  Mass. 
182;  37  Am.  Rep.  316;  Gayle  v.  Wil- 
son, 30  (iratt.  166;  Shuler  v.  Hardin, 
25  Ind.  386;  Savings  Bank  v.  Grant, 
41  Mich.  101;  Wolbert  v.  Lucas,  10 
Pa.  St.  73;  49  Am.  Dec.  578;  Ather- 
tonv.  Toney,  43  lud.  211. 


*  Cobb  V.  Dyer,  69  Me.  494;  Man- 
waring  V.  Powell,  40  Mich.  371; 
Sweetzor  v.  Jones,  35  Vt.  317;  82  Am. 
De^'.  039;  Johnson  v.  Thompson,  129 
Afass.  398. 

•  "  Strohauer  v.  Voltz,  42  Mich.  444; 
Woodbury  »-.  Swan,  58  N.  H.  380; 
Pinnell  v.  Boyd,  33  N.  J.  Eq.  190; 
Fuller  V.  Hunt,  48  Iowa,  163;  Merry- 
man  V.  Moore,  90  Pa.  St.  78;  Fiske  v. 
Tolman,  124  Mass.  254;  26  Am.  Rep. 
659;  Smith  v.  Trusslow,  84  N.  Y.  660; 
Klapworth  v.  Dressier,  13  N.  J.  Eq. 
62;  78  Am.  Dec.  69;  Daub  v.  Engle- 
bach,  109  111.  207. 

^  Brewer  v.  Staples,  3  Sana.  Ch. 
579. 

«  Stevens  v.  Church,  41  Conn.  369. 
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buys  in  an  outstanding  title  paramount  to  that  of  the 
mortgagor,  it  does  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  mort- 
gagee, or  in  any  way  confirm  the  mortgage  title.*  If 
all  the  mortgaged  premises  are  sold  to  different  persons 
in  separate  parcels,  they  must  contribute  to  the  payment 
of  the  mortgage  according  to  the  value  of  their  several 
parcels  when  it  was  executed.^  If  any  parcel  remains  in 
the  hands  of  the  mortgagor,  that  parcel  is  first  liable  to 
pay  the  mortgage  debt,  and  the  purchasers  of  the  several 
parcels  will  be  liable  in  the  inverse  order  of  their  pur- 
chases.^ The  purchaser  of  land  upon  which  the  record 
shows  a  mortgage,  executed  by  one  in  whom  the  record 
showed  no  title  to  the  person  in  whom  the  title  stood  of 
record,  is  affected  with  notice  that  at  the  time  of  the  exe- 
cution of  the  mortgage  the  mortgagor  was  the  equitable 
owner  of  the  property,  and  will  take  the  land  subject  to 
the  lien  of  the  mortgage,  where  he  knew  of  the  record 
before  he  purchased.* 

Illustrations.  —  By  the  terms  of  a  mortgage,  the  mortgagee 
agreed  to  release  any  part  of  the  land  on  receipt  of  a  certain 
sum  per  foot.  The  mortgagor  afterwards  sold  to  different  per- 
sons, one  of  whom,  A,  redeemed  his  lot  on  payment  of  the  spe- 
cified sum  per  foot,  another  lot-owner,  B,  protesting  against  the 
act  of  the  mortgagee  in  so  releasing.  Then  the  mortgagee 
sought  to  foreclose  on  the  land  remaining.  Held,  that  he  should 
not  be  restrained  at  B's  instance,  but  that  B  might  also  redeem 
his  lot  by  paying  the  specified  sum  per  foot:  Clark  v.  Fontnin, 
135  Mass.  464.  A  had  a  mortgage  on  two  pieces  of  land,  to  one 
of  which  B  acquired  a  later  title,  and  afterwards  the  equity  of 
redemption  in  the  other  piece.     Held^  that  B  could  not  redeem 

'  Knox  V.  Easton,  38  Ala.  345.    But  Prickett  v.  Sibert,  75  Ala.  315;  Bates 

he  cannot  cut  off  the  mortgage  by  ac-  v.  Ruddick,  2  Iowa,  423;  65  Am.  Dec. 

quiring  a  tax  title:  Travelers  Ins.  Co.  774.      In   Kentucky,    Massachusetts, 

V.  Patten,  98  Ind.  209.  Georgia,  and  Iowa,  the  rule  is  not  fol- 

^  Gage  V.  McGregor,  61  N.  H.  47;  lowed:  See  Dickey  v.  Thompson,  8  B. 

Morrison  v.  Beckwith,    4  T.  B.  Mon.  Mon.  312;  George  v.  Wood,  11  Allen, 

73;    16  Am.  Dec.   136;  Chittenden  v.  41 ;  Knowles  r.  Lawton,  18  Ga.  476;  U3 

Barney,  1  Vt.  28;   18  Am.  Dec.  672.  Am.  Dec.    290;    Huflf  w.    Farwell,  67 

»  Mahagan  r.  Mead,  63  N.   H.  570;  Iowa,  298.   And  see  Lyman  v.  Lyuiaii, 

Sternberger  r.  Hanna,  42  Ohio  St.  305;  32  Vt.  79;  76  Am.  Dec.  151. 

Clowes  V.  Dickenson,  5    Johns.    Ch.  « Clark  v.  Holland,  72  Iowa,  34;  2 

2.35;    Milligan's  Appeal,    104  Pa.    St.  Am.  St.  Rep.  230. 
503;  Shepherd  v.   Adama,  32  Me.  63; 
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by  paying  a  proportionate  share  of  tho  mortgage  debt:  Andreas 
V.  Hubbard,  50  Conn.  851.  Mortgaged  premises  were  convoyed 
in  parcels  as  follows:  1.  To  A,  by  deed  witiiout  date,  but  ac- 
knowledged May  30th,  delivered  June  2d,  and  recorded  June 
2d;  2.  To  B,  by  deed  dated  Mav  27tii,  delivered  Mav  30th,  and 
recorded  September  22d;  3.  To'C.  by  deed  dated  May  30th,  de- 
livered May  30tii,  and  recorded  July  31st.  A  had  no  notice  of 
the  conveyances  to  B  and  C.  Upon  the  question  of  tlie  liability 
of  the  parcels  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgjige,  Iteld  that  tlie 
iiret  parcel  was  entitled  to  be  postponed  to  tlie  .second  anf'  third, 
on  account  of  A's  want  of  notice,  and  because  the  latter  were 
not  recorded  within  the  statutory  limit  of  fifteen  days;  and 
that  the  third  might  be  postponed  to  the  second:  Hill  v.  Howell, 
3(5  N.  J.  Eq.  25. 

§3033.  Lessee  of  Mortgagor. — Where  the  lease  is 
made  before  the  mortgage,  the  mortgagee  is  bound  by  it, 
and  cannot  evict  the  tenant  so  long  as  he  fulfills  the  obli- 
gations of  k-he  lease.  And  whore  it  is  held  that  the  legal 
estate  in  the  land  passes  to  the  mortgagee,  he  is  entitled 
to  the  rents  as  incident  to  the  reversion.*  Until  he  elects 
to  take  them,  and  gives  notice  to  that  effect  to  the  tenant, 
the  latter  must  pay  them  to  the  mortgagor,  who  may  deal 
with  them  as  he  sees  fit.*  But  on  his  election  to  take  the 
rents,  and  giving  notice  thereof  to  the  tenants,  they  must 
pay  all  rents  accrued  and  unpaid  since  the  execution  of 
the  mortgage,  to  the  mortgagee  as  well  as  those  to  accrue 
after  the  notice.'  Where  the  lease  is  made  subsequently 
to  the  mortgage,  it  is  not  binding  on  tho  mortgagee,  if 
the  lessee  had  actual  or  constructive  notice  of  the  mort- 
gage, and  the  mortgagee  may  at  any  time  eject  the  lessee 
as  a  mere  trespasser.*     The  foregoing  are  the  rules  of  the 


iRingr.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  226; 
Hemphill  v.  Giles,  66  N.  C.  512; 
Globe  Mar.  Mills  Co.  v.  Quinu,  76  N. 
Y.  23;  32  Am.  Rep.  259. 

'  King  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  226; 
Noyes  V.  Rich,  52  Me.  1 15;  Long  v. 
Wade,  70  Me.  .358. 

»  Baldwin  v.  Walker,  21  Conn.  168; 
Burden  v.  Thayer,  3  Met.  76;  37  Am. 
Dec.  117;  Kimball  t».  Lockwood,  6  R. 
I.  138;  Russell  v.  Allen,  2  Allen,  42; 


Mirick  v.  Hoppin,  118  Mass.  582; 
Stone  V.  Patterson,  19  Pick.  476;  31 
Am.  Dec.  156;  Watford  v.  Gates,  57 
Ala.  290;  Crosby  v.  Harlow,  21  Me. 
499;  .38  Am.  Dec.  276. 

♦Williugton  V.  Gale,  7  Mass.  1.38; 
Blaney  v.  Bearce,  2  Me.  132;  McDer- 
mott  V.  Burke,  16  Cal.  580;  Henshaw 
V.  Wells,  9  Humph.  568;  Lane  v. 
King,  3  Wend.  584;  24  Am.  Dec. 
1U5. 


§ 


3033 


MORTGAGES. 


492L 


common  law  on  the  subject,  but  they  have  been  mate- 
rially modified  in  *'  nse  states  where  the  mortgagee  is  not 
regarded  as  havih^  any  legal  estate  in  the  land  until  con- 
dition broken  or  foreclosure.'  Thus  in  California,  the 
mortgagor  may  make  a  binding  assignment  of  the  rents 
and  profits  until  foreclosure  and  sale,  and  there  is  nothing 
inequitable  in  this  towards  tlie  mortgagee,  as  until  that 
time  ho  has  no  right  to  the  rents  in  any  event;'  and  in 
New  York  the  mortgagor,  though  insolvent,  may,  until 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  or  until  the  foreclosure 
sale,  receive  the  rents  to  his  own  use  or  assign  them  to 
another.'  The  lessee  is  not  entitled  to  compensation  for 
improvements,  even  though  he  may  have  made  advances 
of  money  to  the  mortgagor  under  an  agreement  for  its 
being  spent  in  improvements,  a  :d  it  was  so  spent.* 

Illustrations. —  A  railroad  company  leased  its  road  to  an- 
other company  for  five  years,  and  afterwards  nioitgaged  the  same 
property  to  trustees  for  the  holders  of  certain  bonds,  the  mort- 
gage providing  that  the  mortgagees,  on  default  of  the  payment 
of  interest  on  the  bonds  for  six  months,  might  enter  and  take 
possession  of  the  property  and  receive  the  rents  and  income. 
The  mortgagees  entered  for  such  default,  and  gave  notice  to  the 
lessees  to  pay  to  them  all  rents  then  due,  or  thereafter  accruing. 
At  tliis  time  a  large  sum  was  due  from  the  lessees  for  rent,  and 
a  few  days  after  the  entry  a  creditor  of  the  lessor's  factorized 
the  lessees  as  debtors  of  the  lessors  for  the  rents  overdue.  Held, 
that  these  rents  were  not  taken  by  the  attachment,  but  belonged 
to  tlie  mortgagees:  King  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  45  Conn.  226.  A  was  a 
yearly  tenant  of  B.  During  the  tenancy  B  mortgaged  to  C. 
The  equity  of  redemption  afterwards  became  vested  in  D,  to 
whom  A  attorned  as  tenant.  C  brought  suit  against  A  for  pos- 
session without  having  given  him  any  notice  to  quit.  Held,  that 
A  was  entitled  to  reasonable  notice  to  quit,  and  that  the  action 
was  not  maintainable:   Hemphill  v.   Giles,  66  N.   C.  512.    A 


1  Cheeverr.  R.  R.  Co.,  39  Vt.  653; 
Polhemus  v.  Trainer,  30  Cal.  085; 
Mayo  V.  Fletcher,  14  Pick.  525;  Mills 
V.  Ueatou,  52  Iowa,  215;  Aster  v. 
Turner,  11  Paige,  436;  43  Am.  Dec. 
766;  Hogsett  v.  Ellis,  17  Mich.  351; 
Trabue  v.  Ramage,  80  Ky.  323. 

'■'  Dewey  ?;.  Latson,  6  Cal.  609. 


*  Syracuse  City  Bank  r.  Tallman, 
31  Barb.  201;  Veckler  v.  Delfs,  25 
Kan.  159;  Mitchell  v.  Bartlett,  52 
Barb.  319;  Argall  v.  Pitts,  78  N.  Y. 
239;  Barrett  v.  Blackmar,  47  Iowa, 
565;  Clasou  v.  Corley,  6  Sand.  447. 

*  liaveu  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  8  Allen, 
369. 
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leased  land  to  B  for  a  term  of  ton  years.  B  ass>igiicd  the  lease 
to  C,  who,  during  tlie  term  erected  a  mill  on  the  priMui.'ses,  and 
placed  machinery  therein.  A  conveyed  the  property  to  D,  sub- 
ject to  the  lease,  and  to  a  mortgage  he  had  made  subsequent  to 
the  lease.  D  subsequently  conveyed  the  premises  subject  to  all 
encumbrances  to  E,  the  plaintiff.  The  mortgage  was  fore- 
closed, and  the  premises  bought  by  B.  At  the  sale,  ho  gave 
notice  that  he  claimed  the  machinery.  B  subsequently  sold 
the  property  to  F,  the  defendant.  Held,  that  the  macldnery 
belonged  to  E:  Globe  Marble  Mills  Co.  v.  Quinn,  76  N.  Y.  23; 
32  Am.  Rep.  259. 

§  3034.    Right  of  Mortp^igor  to  Bring  Ejectment. — 

This  action  will  lie  against  :i  trespasser,  even  tho  igh  the 
mortgagor  may  be  liublo  to  be   similarly  sued   by  the 
mortgagee.'     And  in  Michigan,  Iowa,  and  Texas,  it  is 
provided  by  statute  that  a  mortgagor  may  recover  pos- 
session from. his  mortgagee  at  any  time  before  his  rights 
have  been  foreclosed,  it  being  considered  that  the  entry 
of  the  mortgagee  without  permission  of  the  mortgagor 
is  as  wrongful  as  that  of  any  other  person.^     The  general 
rule,  though,  is,  that  this  action  cannot  be  maintained  by 
a  mortgagor  against  a  mortgagee  in  possession  after  con- 
dition broken;  at  all  events,  so  long  as  the  debt  remains 
unpaid.'      Nor   can   a   purchaser   at   an   execution    sale 
against  the  mortgagor   maintain  ejectment  against  tho 
mortgagee.     The  only  right  such  purchaser  acquires  is  to 
redeem  the  premises  by  paying  the  mortgage.''    In  Penn- 
sylvania, a  mortgagor    may  bring   ejectment  against  a 
mortgagee  in  possession,  and  the  action  is  governed  by 
the  same  equitable  principles  which  apply  to  the  case  of 

»  Olinstedw.  Elder,  5  N.  Y.  144;  Pell  ley,  83  111.  109;  Johnson  v.  Elliot,  26 

V.  Ulmar,  18  N.  Y.  139;  Gibson  v.  Sey-  N.  H.  67;  Brinkman  v.  Jones,  44  Wis. 

mour,  3  Vt.  565.  498;  Holt  v.  Rees,  44  111.  30;  Martin 

^  Humphrey  v.  Hurd,  29  Mich.  44;  v.  Fridley,  23  Minn.  13;  Dickason  v. 

Mills  u.  Heaton,  52  Iowa,  215;  Morrow  Dawson,  85  111.  53;  Beall  v.  Harwood, 

V.  Morgan,  48  Tex.  304;  Reading  v.  2  Har.  &  J.  167;  3  Am.  Dec.  532;  Hub- 


Waterman,  46  Mich.  107;  Brown  v. 
Suell,  6  Fla.  741. 

'  Connor  v.  Whitmore,  52  Me.  185; 
Hennessey  v.  Farrell,  20  Wis.  42;  Par- 
sons V.  Willis,  17  Mass.  420;  Wells  v. 
Rice,  34  Ark.  346;  Kilgour  v.  Gook- 


bell  V.  Moulson,  53  N.  Y.  225;  13  Am. 
Rep.  519. 

*  Harper  v.  Ely,  70  111.  581;  Doe  v. 
Tunnell,  1  Houst.  320;  Den  v.  Wright, 
7  N.  J.  L.  175;  11  Am.  Dec.  546. 
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a  bill  in  equity  to  rcdocm.  Tf  tlio  fact  of  pnymcnt  is 
found,  the  verdict  is  for  tlio  plainlifl"  unconditionally;  if 
a  balance  is  due,  the  verdict  will  ho  for  pluintitf,  condi- 
tioned that  he  pay  such  balance  within  a  time  specified.' 

§  3036.    Right  of  Mortgagee  to  Bring  Ejectment.— At 

eonmion  law  the  niort^'u^'ee  niijiht,  after  maturity  of  the 
mortgage,  without  foreclosure  or  sale,  bring  ejectment 
against  the  mortgagor,  an<l  that,  without  the  necessity  of 
first  giving  notice  to  quit  or  denumding  possession.'' 
And  a  similar  action  may  be  maintained  by  a  second 
mortgagee,  or  a  purchaser  of  the  equity  of  redemption 
at  an  execution  sale.'  Ejectment  will  equally  lie  against 
the  assignee  of  a  mortgagor,  or  any  person  claiming 
under  him.*  And  the  assignee  of  a  mortgagee,  his  heirs, 
and,  in  case  of  their  non-residence,  his  personal  repre- 
sentatives, have  the  same  right.^  The  general  rule  is, 
that  the  holder  of  a  merely  equitable  title  cannot  main- 
tain ejectment,  and  this  applies  to  one  having  only  an 
equitable  mortgage."  In  some  of  the  states,  statutes  have 
been  enacted  prohibiting  the  bringing  of  actions  of  eject- 
ment by  mortgagee  against  mortgagor,  and  any  agree- 
ment to  the  contrary  ii:  held  to  be  inequitable,  and  will 
not  be  enforced.' 

§3036.     Writ  of  Entry.  —  Unless  there  is  any  agree- 
ment between  the  parties  that  the  mortgagor  may  remain 


»  Wells  w. Van  Dyke,  109  Pa.  St.  3.30. 

'Johnson  v.  Wataon,  87  111.  535; 
Ford  V.  Steele,  54  Vt.  5G2;  Allen  v. 
Ranson,  44  Mo.  203;  100  Am.  Dec. 
28-2;  Ahem  v.  Wliite,  39  Md.  409; 
Newall  V.  W^right,  3  Mass.  138;  3  Am. 
Dec.  98;  Coit  v.  Fitch,  Kirby,  254;  1 
Am.  Dec.  20;  Hobart  v.  Sanborn,  13 
N.  U.  226;  38  Am.  Dec.  483;  Chapman 
V.  Glassell,  13  Ala.  50;  48  Am.  Dec.  41; 
Carroll  v.  Ballacce,  26  111.  9;  79  Am. 
Dec.  354. 

"  Savage  v.  Dooley,  28  Conn.  41 1 ; 
73  Am.  Dec.  680;  Black  v.  Justice,  86 
N.  C.  604;  Newman  v.  Tymeaou,  13 
Wik  172;  80  Am.  Dec.  735. 


♦  Pierce  v.  Brown,  24  Vt.  le.*); 
Johnson  V.  Phillips,  13  Gray,'  Vl)8; 
Middiutown  Bank  v.  Bates,  11  Cuuu. 
519. 

''  Brown  v.  Mace,  7  Black  f.  2. 

•  Carr  v.  Carr,  52  N.  Y.  251;  Dodge 
V.  Wellman,  43  How.  Pr.  427. 

'  Newton  V.  McKay,  30  Mich.  380; 
Gross  V.  Wellwood,  90  N.  Y.  638; 
Sahler  v.  Signer,  37  Barb.  329;  Hazel- 
tiue  V.  Granger,  44  Mich.  503;  Mor- 
ris r.  Mowatt,  2  Paige,  586;  2'2  Am. 
Dec.  661;  Swart  v.  Service,  21  Wend. 
36;  34  Am.  Dec.  211;  Duty  v.  Graham, 
12  Tex.  427;  62  Am.  Deo.  534;  Pueblo 
etc.  K  B.  Co.  V.  Beshoar,  8  CoL  32. 
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in  possession  of  the  premises,  the  mortgagee  may,  in 
those  states  where  he  has  the  right  to  possession,  either 
before  or  after  condition  broken,  maintain  a  '"rit  of  entry 
against  the  mortgagor.'  And  ho  may  also  maintain  thi8 
writ  against  persons  claiming  under  the  mortgagor,  who 
may  have  entered  and  ousted  him." 

§  3037.  Subsequent  Encumbrancers. —  Only  such  liens 
of  which  ho  had  either  actual  or  constructive  notice  at 
the  time  of  taking  his  security  are  binding  upon  a  junior 
mortgagee.'  No  modification  of  the  terms  or  increase  of 
the  indebtedness  in  a  prior  encumbrance  can  be  made  to 
his  prejudice,  and  ho  has  the  right  to  redeem  any  encum- 
brance prior  to  his  own;*  and  the  form  of  the  transac- 
tion constituting  the  first  mortgage  is  immaterial.'  Junior 
mortgagees  are  entitled  to  the  exercise  of  good  faith  and 
reasonable  diligence  in  the  assertion  and  emorceraent  of 
his  rights  by  a  prior  encumbrancer."  They  are  also 
entitled  to  have  separate  securities  held  by  a  prior  mort- 
gagee marshaled  in  their  favor.^  But  if  there  are  two 
junior  mortgagees,  each  of  whom  has  a  claim  upon  one  of 
the  separate  securities,  then  the  rule  is,  that  the  prior 
mortgagee  shall  satisfy  his  claim  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
both  securities  in  proportion  to  the  amount  which  each 


'  Howard  v.  Houghton,  64  Me.  445. 

''  Stewart  v.  Davis,  (V.i  Me.  531). 

'  Gardner  v.  Emerson,  40  111.  29G; 
Whitaere  v.  Fuller,  5  Minn.  r>08.  In 
Oiiio,  priority  dates  from  recording,  ir- 
respective of  actual  knowledge:  ,Stau- 
sell  r.  Roberts,  13  Ohio,  148;  42  Am. 
Dec.  193;  Clabaugh  r.  Byerly,  7  Gill, 
354;  48  Am.  Dec.  575;  Perry's  Ap- 
peal. 22  Pa.  St.  43;  GO  Am.  Dec.  03. 

♦  Davis  i\  Rogers,  28  Iowa,  413; 
Gardner  v.  Emerson,  40  111.  296;  Car- 
pentier  v.  Brenham,  40  Cal.  221; 
Saunders  v.  Frost,  5  Pick.  259;  16  Am. 
Dec.  394;  Coe  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  10  Ohio 
St.  372;  75  Am.  Dee.  518. 

'  Davis  V.  Rogers,  28  Iowa,  413. 

'Bradley   v.  Gelkinson,   57    Iowa, 


300;  Alexander  v.  Welch,  10  III.  App. 
181;  Shields  v.  Kimbrough,  64  Ala. 
504. 

'  Turner  v.  Flinn,  67  Ala.  529;  Bor- 
jjeii  Savings  Bank  v.  Barrows,  30  N,  J. 
E.|.  89;  Henshaw  v.  Wells,  9  Humph. 
568;  Andreas  v.  Hubbard,  50  Conn. 
351;  Abbott  v.  Powell,  6  Saw.  91; 
Jones  V.  Dow,  18  Wis.  241;  Searlo  v. 
Chapman,  121  Mass.  19;  McLaughlin 
V.  Hart,  46  Cal.  639;  Grogan  v.  Thrift, 
58  Cal.  378;  Barker  v.  Rollins,  30 
Iowa,  412;  Lanahan  v.  Sears,  102  U. 
S.  318;  State  Savings  Bank  v.  Harbin, 
18  S.  C.  425;  Herbert  v.  Meelianics' 
etc.  Ass'n,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  497;  90  Am. 
Dec.  601;  Millsapa  v.  Bond,  64  Miss. 
643. 
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may  produce.^  An  exception  to  this  rule  of  marshaling 
the  securities  occurs,  however,  when  it  is  probable  that 
its  application  will  occasion  great  delay  to  the  prior  mort- 
gagee in  obtaining  payment  of  his  claim,  in  which  case, 
after  decreeing  satisfaction  of  the  first  mortgage  out  of 
the  whole  property,  the  court  will  provide  for  the  subroga- 
tion of  the  second  mortgagee  to  the  other  security.^  Where 
the  first  mortgage  comprises  only  one  security,  and  the 
second  only  a  portion  of  that  one,  then  the  second  mort- 
gagee takes  his  title  subject  to  the  whole  amount  of  tl\e 
prior  mortgage."  The  rule  as  to  the  purchase  of  tax  titles 
by  a  mortgagor  applies  equall}''  to  junior  encumbrancers, 
who  are  prevented  from  setting  up  such  a  title  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  first  mortgage.*  If  after  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
premises  there  is  any  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  first  mortgagee,  he  holds  it  as  trustee  for  the  subse- 
quent encumbrancer.* 

Illustrations.  —  L.  and  R.  gave  to  plaintiff  two  mortgages 
on  four  separate  parcels  of  land,  two  of  which  parceL  belonged 
to  R.,  the  others  belonging  to  both.  Subsequently,  L.  and  R. 
mortgaged  one  of  the  last-named  parcels  to  defendant,  and 
afterwards  they  mortgaged  the  other  to  plaintiff.  The  two 
mortgages  first  given  were  foreclosed.  Held,  that  from  the 
fund  realized  from  the  sale  of  R.'s  land,  and  from  the  sale 
of  the  lot  covered  by  plaintiff's  last  mortgage,  should  be  satis- 
fied plaintiff's  two  first  mortgages,  and  that  the  balance  of  the 
fund  should  he  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  mortgage  given 
to  defendant  rather  than  to  the  payment  of  plaintiff's  third 
mortgage:  Thomas  v.  Moravia  Foundry  and  M.  Co.,  43  Hun, 
487.  H.  conveyed  the  west  half  of  his  land  in  trust  to  secure 
a  debt  to  B.  Afterwards,  he  conveyed  the  east  half  in  trust  to 
secure,  first,  a  debt,  to  D.,  second,  "  other  debts  secured  on  any 
portion  of  said  land."  The  west  half  was  consumed  by  claims 
paramount  to  B.'s.     Held,  that  B.'s  debt  was  embraced  in  the 


'  Green  v.  Raniage,  18  Ohio,  428; 
51  Am.  Dec.  4o8;  Woollen  v.  Hillen, 
9  Gill,  185;  52  Am.  Dec.  690;  Thomaa 
V.  Moravia  Foundry  and  M.  Co.,  43 
Hun,  487. 

^  King  V.  McVickar,  3  Sand.  Ch. 
192. 


»  Kellogg  V.  Rand,  11  Paige,  59. 

*  Connecticut  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Buite,  45  Mich.  113;  Ho'-'-on  v.  Iiijjer- 
soll,  13  Mich.  409;  Boyd  v.  Alien,  15 
Lea,  81. 

"  White  V.  Dougherty,  1  Mart.  &  Y. 
309;  17  Am.  Dec.  802. 
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trust  of  the  east  half:  Hunter  v.  Beach,  80  Va.  361.  A  was  as- 
signee ot  a  first  and  a  second  mortgage  on  land,  on  which  B 
he  da  third  mortgage.  A  foreclosed  the  first  mortgage,  and 
bid  the  property  in.  B  had  already  foreclosed  his  mortgage,  bid 
the  property  m,  and  taken  a  sherifi-'s  deed.  Held,  that  B:in  re- 
deeming Irom  A,  redeemed  as  owner,  and  the  second  mortgage 
was  not  cut  off:  Dickerman  v.  Lust,  66  Iowa,  444. 

§  3038.    Mortgagee  under  Mortgage  of  Indemnity.  — 

Until  the  mortgagee  has  sustained  some  loss  or  injury  by 
reason  of  his  having  incurred  the  obligation,  to  indemnify 
him  against  which  the  mortgage  was  given,  his  rights 
under  the  mortgage  are  inchoate,  and  it  is  not  until  he 
has  been  damnified,  actually  or  constructively,  that  he  can 
enforce  the  mortgage.'     Though,  whether  the  mortgagee 
has  been  damnified  or  not,  the  rights  of  the  creditor  may 
have  accrued  against  the  mortgage.^     And  until  the  debt 
has  been  paid,  the  mortgagee,  by  entering  satisfaction  on 
the  record  of  the  mortgage   deed,   or  otherwise,  cannot 
prejudicially  affect  the  rights  of  the  principal  creditor.^ 
Tlie  mortgagee  is  held  to  occupy  the  position  of  trustee 
towards  sureties  who  are  not  parties  to  the  mortgage, 
where  there  are  several  debts  secured  by  the  same  mort- 
gage, and   it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  proceeds   of  the 
mortgaged  property  are  applied  pro  rata  to  the  payment 
of   the  debts  for  which  the  several  sureties  arc  respec- 
tively bound.^     Where  a  mortgage  is  given   to  secure  a 
debt  due  the  mortgagee,  and  also  to  indemnify  as  surety 
on  certain  debts,  his  right  to  hold  the  mortgage  will  not 
be  aff'ected  by  a  failure  to  prove  the  debt  alleged  to  be  due 
to  himself,  on  a  bill  filed  by  a  creditor  of  the  mortgagee." 


1  Mart.  &  Y. 


Bush  V.  Stamps,  26  Miss.  46.3; 
Jones  V.  Quinnipiack  Bank,  '29  Conn. 
2o;  Osborn  v.  Noble,  46  Miss.  449; 
Pool  V.  Doster,  59  Miss.  258;  Rankin 
V.  Wilsey,  17  Iowa,  463;  Hall  v.  Cush- 
mn,  16  N.  H.  462;  4.3  Am.  Dec.  562; 
Hellams  v.  Abercrombie,  15  S.  C 
110;  40  Am.  Rep.  684. 

-  Morrill  v.  Morrill,    54  Vt.  74-   38 
Am.  Rep.  659;    Kramer's  Appeal,  37 


Pa.  St.  71;  McLean  v.  Lafayette  Bank, 
3  McLean,  587;  Matthews  v.  Joyce, 
85  N.  (J.  258;  Moore  v.  Moberly,  7  B. 
Mon.  299;   Rice  v.  Dewey,  13  Gray, 

^  McMullen  v.  Neal,  60  Ala.  552. 

*  Fielder    v.  Varner,  45    Ala.    429* 
Willis  V.  Caldwell,  10  B.  Mon.  199. 

*  Reinhardv.  Bank  of  Ky.,  G  B.  Mon 
252. 
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Where  a  mortgage  is  taken  to  indemnify  one  who  is  surety 
on  several  notes,  and  he  has  ceased  to  be  liable  on  some, 
and  continues  liable  on  others,  and  the  property  is  not 
sulficieut  to  pay  all  the  notes,  the  surety  has  a  right  to 
indemnify  himself,  first,  by  paying  in  full  those  notes  for 
vvhicli  he  is  liable/  A  mortgage  given  by  a  guardian  to 
his  sureties  in  his  guardianship  bond,  reciting  such  bond, 
and  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  its  con- 
dition, does  not  create  a  trust  in  favor  of  the  ward;  the 
mortgagees  have  the  legal  and  beneficial  interest  in  it,  and 
may  use  it  as  their  own.^ 

Illustrations.  —  Several  persons  united  in  a  mortgage  recit- 
ing tliat  A,  one  of  the  parties,  had  lately  connnenced  and  in- 
tended to  pnrsue  the  business  of  a  merchant;  that  the  mortgagee 
had  agreed  to  give  him  credit  and  become  his  surety  and  in- 
dorser  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars;  and  containing  a  proviso  that  the  mortgagee 
should  be  indemnified  for  all  such  credits,  indorsements,  and 
suretyships  not  exceeding  at  any  time  ten  thousand  dollars. 
Held,  that  the  sureties  were  not  discharged  from  their  liabilities 
under  the  mortgage,  because  the  mortgagee  did  not  limit  his 
credits,  advances,  etc.,  to  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars: 
Clagett  v.  Salmon,  5  Gill  &  J.  314.  A  mortgage  given  to  in- 
demnify a  surety  provided  that  the  property  should  not  be  liable 
for  more  than  five  thousand  dollars.  Held,  that  it  might  be 
liable  for  five  thousand  dollars  and  interest:  Stafford  v.  Jones, 
91  N.  C.  189.  Assignees  of  a  second  mortgage,  who  also  held 
an  indemnity  mortgage  from  their  assignor  against  loss  from 
the  first  mortgage,  assigned  to  A,  who  foreclosed  and  bid  in  the 
premises  for  tlie  full  amount  of  the  mortgage,  the  first  mortgage 
still  remaining  a  subsisting  lien.  Held,  that  the  condition  of 
the  indemnity  mortgage  had  been  fully  met:  Sergeant  v.  Rtthle, 
38  Miini.  354.  A  was  liable  as  i)rincipal,  B  as  surety,  on  a  note 
held  by  a  bank.  On  its  becoming  due,  B  made  a  note  for  tlie 
amount  to  A,  which  A  indorsed,  and  the  bank  took  this  note, 
secured  by  a  mortgage  on  B's  land,  in  payment  of  the  other 
note.  Held,  that  the  bank  could  enforce  note  and  mortgage 
against  B:  Galesburg  Bank  v.  Davis,  108  111.  633. 


3039.     Rights   of   the   Parties   to  Maintain   Farti- 

aortgagee  of  an  undivide 

»  Miller  v.  Wack,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  204. 


tion.  —  After  foreclosure  the  mortgagee  of  an  undivided 


*  Eastmaa  v.  Foster,  8  Met.  19. 


4929  RIGHTS,  INTERESTS,  ETC.,  OF    PARTIES.  §  3039 

moiety  in  land  may  have  partition  against  the  owner  of 
the  other  luilf;  but  until  his  title  lias  been  completed  by 
foreclosure,   he   is    not   a   tenant   in    common   with   the 
owner  of  the  other  half,  but  has  merely  a  lien  or  charge 
which  may  be  redeemed  at  any  time.     He  cannot  main- 
tam  a  complaint  or  petition  for  partition,  but  such  pro- 
ceedings  may  be  had  against  him.'    The  mortgagee  of  the 
Hiterest  of  one  tenant  in  common  is  a  necessary  party  to 
a  partition  suit  between  the  mortgagors  in  order  to  bind 
him  by  the  decree  therein.''     Where  the    mortga<Tee    is 
properly  joined  in  the  suit,  the  effect  of  the  decree  as  to 
him   IS  to  substitute  for  an  undivided   interest  in  the 
whole  land  the  portion  allotted  to  the  mortgagor  in  sev- 
eralty.     The  whole  of  the  mortgagor's  estate  still  remains 
subject  to  the  mortgage.'     Partition  may  be  had  bv  one 
tenant  in  common  in  possession,  who  has  mortgaged  his 
undivided    interest,  against    his  co-tenants,  unless  such 
co-tenants  be  also  mortgagees,  in  which  event  their  con- 
sent  is  necessary,  though  the  mortgagee  himself,  in  such  a 
case,  could  have  partition.*     Where  a  tenant  in  common 
executes  a  mortgage  of  his  undivided  interest  in  the  land 
to  one  of  his  co-tenants,  and  all  the  tenants  are  made 
parties  to  a  partition  in  which  the  mortgage  is  not  men- 
tioiied,  the  lot  set  apart  to  the  mortgagor  will  be  subject 
to  the  mortgage,  which  may  be  enforced  against  it.*     But 
the  mortgage  cannot,  by  means  of  the  decree  in  partition, 
be  made  to  include  property  not  described  in  it;  so  that 


'  Phelps  »>.  Townsley,  10  Allen,  554; 
Ewer  V.  Hobbs,  o  Met.  1;  Goodwin  v. 
Richardson,  11  Mass.  409;  Norcross 
V.  Norcross,  105  Mass.  205.  See  ante, 
Title  Real  Property  —  Partition. 

^  Looniis  V.  Riley,  24  III.  307;  Colton 
v.__Smith,  11  Pick.  311;  22  Am.  Dec, 
3(0;  Harbison  v.  Sanford,  90  Mo.  477. 
But  see  Stewart  v.  Allegheny  Bank, 

"Thur.ston  v.   Minke,  32  Md.  571; 
rnrreyt'.  Cook,  IKi  Mass.  163;  Brad- 
ley V.  Fuller,  23  Pick.  1;  Jackson  v. 
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Pierce,  10  Johns.  414;  Hull  v.  Lyon. 
27  Mo.  570;  Williams  College  v.  Mal- 
lett,  12  Me.  398.  ^ 

*  Colton  V.  Smith,  11  Pick.  311;  22 
Am.  Dec.  375;  Upham  v.  Bradley,  17 
Me.  423;  Blodgett  v.  Hildreth,  8 
Allen,  186;  Bradley  v.  Fuller,  23  Pick. 
1;  Green  v.  Arnold,  11  R.  I.  ,364-  23 
Am.  Rep.  466;  Wright  v.  Strother,  7« 
va.  857. 

*  Watson  V.  Priest,  9  Mo.  App.  263. 
And  see  Bienvenu  v.  Traders'  etc.  Inat 
Co.,  33  La.  Ann.  213. 
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if  the  mortgage  covers  the  undivided  interest  of  one 
tenant  in  common  in  several  parcels  of  land,  and  the 
tenancy  in  common  extends  to  otlier  parcels  in  the  par- 
tition, the  several  parcels  contained  in  the  mortgage  will 
be  treated  as  one  separate  estate.*  The  purchaser  of  a 
mortgagor's  interest  in  land  at  an  execution  sale  is  a 
necessary  party  to  a  partition  suit.* 

Illustrations.  —  A,  B,  and  C  owned  in  common  lots  1,  2, 
and  3.  D  held  a  mortgage  with  the  pact  de  non  alienavdo 
on  C's  undivided  one-third  interest  in  the  three  lots.  A,  B, 
and  C  partitioned  the  three  lots  among  themselves,  lot  3  falling 
to  C.  C  mortgaged  lot  3  to  E,  who  foreclosed  and  bought  in  at 
sheriff's  sale.  D  took  judgment  against  C,  and  seized  and 
sold  his  one  undivided  third  interest  in  the  three  lots,  and 
bought  it  in,  ignoring  the  partition  and  E's  claim.  D  then 
brought  a  partition  suit  against  A  and  B,  setting  out  the  one 
undivided  third  interest  of  each  in  the  three  lots,  and  citing  E 
in,  and  praying  that  E  be  declared  to  have  no  title  to  lot  3. 
Held,  that  D  was  entitled  to  the  relief  claimed:  Bienvenu  v. 
Factors'  and  Traders'  Ins.  Co.,  33  La.  Ann.  213.  A  and  B  being 
seized  of  a  lot  of  ground  in  undivided  moieties,  A  died,  devis- 
ing his  interest  in  the  lot  to  B  and  four  others  in  equal  shares. 
B  purchased  the  interest  of  one  of  the  other  parties,  and  then 
executed  a  mortgage  for  all  his  interest  in  the  lot.  Sub- 
sequently, in  partition  proceedings  instituted  by  B  to  divide 
A's  real  estate,  a  certain  purpart  was  awarded  to  one  of  the 
devisees  thereof  other  than  B,  including  A's  undivided  interest 
in  the  lot  in  question,  the  said  purpart  being  made  subject  to 
the  payment  of  owelty.  Subsequently  the  holder  of  the  mort- 
gage foreclosed,  and  bought  in  the  premises  at  the  sheriff's 
sale.  Held,  that  he  acquired  title  tc  ^  ,iy  an  undivided  half- 
interest  in  said  lot,  and  not  to  a  seven-ienths  interest  therein: 
Steicart  v.  Allegheny  Nat.  Bank,  101  Pa.  St.  342.  A  brought 
suit  in  partition  against  his  co-tenant,  B.  A's  interest  in  the 
property  was  unencumbered;  B's  was  subject  to  various  mort- 
gages, covering  his  undivided  interest  in  various  parcels.  Held, 
that  a  decree  of  partition  could  not  extend  any  mortgage  to 
property  not  described  and  included  in  such  mortgage:  Green 
V.  Arnold,  11  R.  I.  364;  23  Am.  Rep.  466. 

§  3040.  When  Mortgagee  Estopped  from  Setting  up 
Mortgage.  —  Under  the  general  rule  that  acquiescence  or 


'  Green  v.  Arnold,  11  R.  I.  364;  23 
Am.  Bep.  466. 


*De  la  Vega  v.  League,   64  Tex. 
205. 
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silence,  when  the  circumstances  require  an  answer  or 
denial,  or  other  conduct,  may  amount  to  an  admission,  a 
mortgagee  who  is  present  at  an  auction  sale  of  the  prop. 
erty  by  the  mortgagor  when  it  is  announced  that  the  title 
IS  unencumbered,  and  who  fails  to  correct  such  announce- 
ment,  is  estopped  from  setting  up  his  mortgage  against  a 
purchaser  at  the  sale,  although  the  mortgage  was  then 
duly  recorded; »  and  a  fortiori  if  the  mortgagee  actually 
states  that  the  mortgage  is  discharged,  and  thereby  in- 
duces  a  third  person  to  take  a  mortgage  on  the  property, 
he  IS  estopped  from  afterwards  setting  up  his  mortgage 
m  competition  with  the  second   mortgagee.^     But  where 
an  assignee  in  bankruptcy  sells  the  interest  of  the  bank- 
rupt   mortgagor   in   certain  real   estate,  the    mortgagee 
though  present  at  the  sale,  is  under  no  duty  to  make 
known  his  mou^.ge  when  that  information  could  have 
been  obtained  from  the  records,  and  no  estoppel  arises" 
However,  in  order  to  work  an  estoppel  against  the  mort- 
gagee,  the  facts  relied  upon  as  constituting  it  must  be  of 
a  conclusive  character,  and  must  be  supported  by  clear 
and  satisfactory  evidence.*     Where  the  mortgagee's  state- 
ments  amount  only  to  an  expression  of  opinion,  and  he 
makes  no  active  efforts  to  bring  the  purchase  about,  and 
the   purchaser   relied   upon   the   representations   of  the 
mortgagor,  when  he  might  readily  have  ascertained  the 
truth  for  himself,  the  mortgagee  is  not  estopped  from 
enforcing  his  mortgage  against  the  purchaser.^     To  effect 
an  estoppel  against  the  mortgagee,  there  must  be  either 
actual  fraud,  or  fault  or  negligence  equivalent  to  fraud 
on  his  part,  and  the  party  claiming  the  estoppel  must  also 

'Markhamw.  O'Connor,  52  Ga.  183-     12   Am     T)n^     oi7     r\     x.i  , 
21  An.    Rep.  249;  Rice  v.  Bun^e   49    Black   24  SC  48  '    Q'^^'^^'^*"'"    «• 
tf »i  \^^:  ^1«.P-   .'2«=  Storr;  .        .?ikl';.  Shtltook.  69  Me.  57. 


Barker,  6  Johns.  Ch.  16G;  10  Am. 
Uec.  .31«;  Blackwood  v.  Jones,  4  Jones 
Eq.  66. 

"Lasselle  v.  Barnett,  1  Blackf.  150; 


*  Preble  v.  Conger,  66  III.  370;  Kel- 
leyr.  Fisk,  llSIml.  552. 

*  Preble  v.  Conger.  66  111.  370. 
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be  free  from  the  imputation  of  laches  in  acting  upon  the 
belief  of  ownership.* 

Illustrations.  —  S.  bought  ten  acres  of  land,  part  of  a  larger 
lot,  upon  which  there  was  a  mortgage,  held  by  M.,  who  agreed 
to  release  the  ten  acres  from  the  mortgage,  and  did  so  after  he 
had  foreclosed  the  mortgage  on  the  whole,  without,  however, 
making  S.  a  party  to  the  suit,  and  had  sold  the  premises  to  B. 
with  notice  of  the  facts.  S.  had  in  the  mean  time  held  the  pos- 
session, made  valuable  improvements,  and  again  mortgaged  his 
interest  to  V.,  who  brought  suit  for  foreclosure,  making  S.  and 
B.  parties.  Held,  that  the  ten  acres  subject  to  the  lien  of  M.'s 
mortgage  for  a  proportional  part  of  the  mortgage  debt  belonged 
to  S.,  and  passed  by  his  subsequent  mortgage  to  V.,  and  that  V. 
was  entitled  to  redeem  and  have  a  release  of  the  premises  from 
B.  upon  payment  of  this  sum,  and  to  foreclose  as  against  S.: 
Veach  v.  Schaup,  3  Iowa,  194.  A  wife  stood  by  and  said  noth- 
ing while  her  husband  assured  one  of  whom  he  proposed  to 
borrow  money  on  a  first  mortgage  that  a  mortgage  held  by  her 
on  the  land  had  been  fully  paid.  The  money  was  lent  accord- 
ingly. Held,  that  she  was  estopped  from  asserting  the  con- 
trary: Kelley  v.  Fisk,  110  Ind.  552.  A  signed  on  the  original 
mortgage  an  indorsement  in  these  words:  "I  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  fifty-one  hundred  dollars  on  the  within  mortgage," 
and  he  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  same  amount  on  the  copy 
of  the  mortgage  on  the  record,  and  a  draft  for  the  balance  of 
the  mortgage  was  given  to  A,  who  received  the  money.  The 
next  day  a  new  mortgage  was  given  to  the  payors  of  the  draft 
on  the  same  property.  Afterwards  A  brought  suit  to  foreclose 
the  old  mortgage.  Held,  that  he  was  estopped  from  question- 
ing the  correctness  of  the  entry:  Quattlebaum  v.  Black,  24  S.  C. 
49. 

^  Trenton  Banking  Co.  v.  Duncan,  86  N.  Y.  221. 
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CHAPTER  CXLIII. 

ASSUxMPTION   OF   MORTGAGE. 

§  3041.  Form  and  nature  of. 

§  30i'2.  By  junior  mortgagee. 

§  3043.  By  married  woman. 

§  3044.  Release  of  mortgagor  by  mortgagee. 

§  3045.  Release  of  purchaser  by  mortgagor  or  mortgagee. 

§  3041.  Form  and  Nature  of.  —  It  is  not  necessary  that 
the  agreement  should  be  in  writing,  where  it  is  fully  per- 
formed by  the  grantor  having  delivered  a  deed  and  given 
up  possession  to  the  grantee.'  It  is  usual  to  recite  that 
the  grantee  assumes  and  agrees  to  pay  the  mortgage  as 
part  of  the  consideration  expressed  in  the  deed.*  Any  ex- 
pression clearly  importing  that  the  obligation  is  imposed 
upon  the  grantee,  and  that  he  knowingly  assumes  it,  is  suf- 
ficient, but  the  liability  is  not  to  be  implied.^  And  if  the 
contract  between  the  parties  is  that  the  mortgage  is  to  be 
considered  as  part  of  the  purchase-money,  it  is  sufficient  to 
constitute  un  assumption;*  the  legal  operation  of  the  agree- 
ment being  that  the  requisite  portion  of  the  purchase- 
money  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee  wherewith  to 
pay  the  mortgage."     But  an  agreement  to  pay  the  interest 

'Thomas  v.   Dickinson,    12  N.    Y.  Rep.  124;  Sparkman  w.  Gove,  44  N  J 

354;  Conoverv.  Brown,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  L.  252;  Furnas  v.   Durgin,    ll'J  Mass 

510;  Boweu  v.  Kurtz,    37  Iowa,    239;  500;  20  Am.  Rep.  341;  Cumberland  v. 

Ream  v.    Jack,  44  Iowa,  325;  Ely  v.  Codrington,  3  Johns.  Ch.  229-  3  Am 

McKnight,  30  How.  Pr.  97;  Wilson  v.  Dec.  492;  Equitable  L.  A.  Soc.  r  Bost- 

Kin,!,',  23  N.  J.  Eq.  150.  wick,  100  N.  Y.  028;  Gage  v.  Jeukin- 

■'  Leimig's    Estate,    52  Pa.  St.  138;  son,  58  Mich.  109. 
Weeil  Sew.  Mach.  Co.  v.  Emerson,  115        ♦  Tliayer  v.  Torrey,  37  N.  J.  L.  3.39' 

Mass.  554;  Huyler  v.  Atwood,  26  N.  Comstock  w.  Ilitt,  37  III.  542;  Jewett 

J.  Eq.   504;  Dunn    v.  Rogers,  43  111.  v.  Draper,    6   Allen,    434;  Kearney  v 

2()0;  Crawford  v.  Edwards,    33  Mich.  Tanner,  17  Serg.  &R.  94;  17  Am.  Dec. 

354;  Ross  V.  Worthington,  11    Minn.  C48;  Trotter  v.  Hughes,  12  N   Y   74' 

438;  88  Am.  Dec.  95.  62  Am.  Dec.  137;  Cubberly  v.  Yager,' 

^  Patton  V.   Adkins,    42    Ark.   197;  42  N.  J.  Eq.   289;  Ayres  v.   Randall, 

Locke  r.  Homer,  131  Mass.  93;  41  Am.  108  Ind.  595;  Ludington  v.   Low    53 

Rep.  199;  Stebbins  ».  Hall,  29  Barb.  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  374. 
524;  Merriman  v.  Moore,   90  Pa.  St.        *  Garnsey  v.  Rogers,  47  N.  Y   2.33- 

80;  .Muidig  V.  Fiske,   131  Mass.    110;  Twitchell  ?-.  Mears,  8  Biss.  211;  Bra- 

Boweu  V.  Beck,  94  N.  Y.  66;  46  Am.  man  v.  Dowse,  12  Cash.  227;  Thomp- 
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does  not  create  any  obligation  to  pay  the  principal;' 
though  a  covenant  to  assume  a  mortgage  is  equivalent  to 
a  covenant  to  pay  it.*  Even  though  the  vendee  execute  a 
bond  direct  to  the  mortgagee  conditioned  to  pay  the  mort- 
gage within  a  given  time,  the  mortgagor  is  not  discharged, 
but  the  vendee  becomes  his  surety  merely.*  And  where 
the  agreement  is  that  the  grantee  is  to  pay  the  mortgage 
as  part  of  the  purchase-money,  it  operates,  as  between 
those  parties,  as  a  discharge  of  the  mortgage  debt.*  The 
transaction  is  an  original  promise  to  pay,  and  not  an  agree- 
ment to  pay,  the  debt  of  another.*  The  grantee  becomes 
the  principal  debtor,  and  the  mortgagor  is  regarded  as  the 
surety.^  And  on  himself  parting  with  the  property  he 
should  obtain  a  similar  covenant  from  his  grantee,  other- 
wise his  own  personal  liability  will  continue.'  And  if  the 
purchaser  buys  only  a  portion  of  the  premises,  but  as- 
sumes payment  of  the  mortgage  as  part  of  the  price,  the 
portion  so  bought  will  in  his  hands  be  primarily  liable 
for  the  payment  of  the  whole  of  the  mortgage.*  Each  sue- 
cussive  grantee  who  covenants  to  pay  the  mortgage  be- 
comes an  original  promisor,  with  the  original  mortgagor 
as  his  surety,  and  the  mortgagee  is  entitled  to  sue  any  of 


son  V.  Thompson,  4  Ohio  St.  .333; 
Belmont  v.  Coman,  22  N.  Y.  438;  78 
Am.  Dec.  21.3. 

'  Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Craw- 
ford. 9  Abb.  N.  C.  3G5, 

^  Schley  v.  Fryer,  100  N.  Y.  71. 

3  Fireman's  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wilkinson, 
35  N.  J.  Eq.  1(50. 

•  Libby  r.  Palmer,  51  111.  331 ;  Illy  v. 
McKnij,'ht,  30  How.  Pr.  97;  Gilbert  v. 
Averill,  1")  Barb.  20;  Russell  v.  Pistor, 
7N.Y.  171;  57  Am.  Dec.  509.  See 
Palmeter  v.  Carey,  03  Wis.  42t),  where 
it  is  held  that  judgment  of  dt.'iiciency 
may  he  had  against  the  grantee  wlio 
has  assumed.  Otherwise  in  New  Jer- 
sey: See  Chancellor  v.  Traphagen,  41 
N.  J.  Eq.  309. 

*  Murray  v.  Smith,  1  Duer,  412; 
Fish  V.  Doilge,  4  Denio,  311;  47  Am. 
Dec.  254;  Ely  v.  McKnight,  .30  How. 
Pr.  97;  Towusend  v.  W^ard,  27  Conn. 
610. 


«  Calvo  V.  Davies,  73  N.  Y.  215;  Os- 
borne V.  Cabell,  77  Va.  402;  George  v. 
Andrews,  GO  Md.  20;  45  Am.  Kep. 
700;  Russell  v.  Pisi;or,  7  N.  Y.  171;  57 
Am.  Dec.  509;  Corbett  v.  Waterman, 
11  Iowa,  80;  linger  v.  Smith,  44  Mich. 
22;  Duyermand  v.  Chamberlin,  22  Hun, 
110;  Klapworth  v.  Dressier,  13  N.  J. 
Eq.  02;  78  Am.  Dec.  09.  But  see  Slitp- 
herd  V.  May,  115  U.  S.  505,  where  it  is 
held  that  the  mortgagee's  assent  is 
necessary. 

'  V'reeland  v.  Van  Blarcom,  35  N.  J. 
Eq.  530;  Fleishhauer  i\  Doelluer,  i) 
Abl).  N.  C.  372. 

» Salem  v.  Edgerly,  33  N.  H.  46; 
Browne  v.  Lynde,  91  N.  Y.  92;  Rus- 
sell i\  Pistor,  7  N.  Y.  171;  57  Am. 
Dec.  509;  George  ?'.  Andrews,  00  Md. 
20;  45  Am.  Rep.  700;  Eiigle  c.  Haines, 
5  N.  J.  Eq.  180;  43  Am.  Dec.  &2i: 
Higham  v.  Harris.  108  Ind.  246. 
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thorn,  and  is  not  confined  to  the  last  one  only.*  But  the 
relationship  of  principal  and  surety  created  as  between 
the  mortgagor  and  his  grantee  is  not  to  be  extended  to 
tlieir  position  towards  the  mortgagee,  who  is  entitled  to 
regard  them  both  as  his  principal  debtors,  and  may  have 
a  personal  decree  against  them  accordingly.''  The  pur- 
chase and  assumption  of  payment  by  a  senior  mortgagee 
of  a  junior  mortgage  causes  the  postponement  of  the  senior 
in  favor  of  the  junior  mortgage.''  Where  the  mortgagor 
conveys  land  to  one  who  assumes  the  mortgage,  he  may, 
after  the  debt  becomes  due,  and  without  hrst  paying 
it,  file  a  bill  of  foreclosure,  or  sue  for  the  amount  of  the 
mortgage.*  Where  property  is  purchased  subject  to  a  deed 
of  trust,  it  is  chargeable  in  the  purchaser's  hands  with  the 
debt  over  and  above  his  bid.*  The  doctrine  of  novation 
has  no  application  where  the  purchaser  of  land  agrees,  as 
part  of  the  price,  to  pay  an  outstanding  mortgage,  even  if 
the  mortgagee  afterwards  agrees  to  accept  the  purchaser 
and  release  the  mortgagor.' 

Illustrations.  —  It  was  agreed  between  vendor  and  pur- 
chaser that  a  mortgage  of  record  claimed  by  the  vendor  to  have 
been  paid  should  be  satisfied  of  record  within  a  year,  and  that 
if  it  was  not  the  purchaser  might  pay  it  out  of  purchase-money 
due.  Held,  not  such  an  assuuiption  of  the  mortgage  as  entitled 
the  mortgagee  to  maintain  an  action  on  it  against  the  purchaser: 
Ayres  v.  Randall,  108  Ind.  595.  A  conveyed  a  portion. of  land 
subject  to  a  one-thousand-dollar  mortgage  to  B,  who  agreed,  as 
part  of  the  consideration,  to  pay  five  hundred  dollars  of 'the 
mortgage  debt  when  due,  or  whenever  A  should  be  ready  to  pay 
the  residue.  Held,  that  B  was  bound  to  pay  only  five  hundred 
dollars,  without  interest,  and  not  one  half  of  the  mortgage 
debt:  Edwards  v.  Thostenson,  64  Iowa,  680.  A  mortgaged  cer- 
tain realty,  and  subsequently  conveyed  the  land  to  B^by  a  deed 


1  Mechanics'  Bank  v.  Goff,  13  R.  I. 
516;  Fliigg  V.  Gettinacher,  98  III.  '293; 
Torrey  v.  Bank  of  Orleans,  8  Paiye, 
649:  Weber  v.  Zeiniet,  30  Wis.  283. 

^  Rubens  v.  PrintUe,  44  Barb.  ,3.36; 
Calvo  0.  Davies,  73  N.  Y.  21 1 ;  Waters 
V.  Hiil)bar(i,  44  Conn.  340;  Burr  v. 
Beers,  24  N.  Y.  17S;  80  Am.  Dec.  .327; 
Cor  belt  v.  Waterman,  11  Iowa,  86, 


»  Fowler  v.  Fay,  62  111.  37.3. 

*  Abell  V.  Coons,  7  Cal.  10.3;  68  Am. 
Dec.  229;  Furnas  v.  Durgin,  119  Mass. 
500;  20  Am.  Rep.  341,  and  note 
346. 

*  Scheppelmann  v.  Fuerth,  87  Mo. 
351 

*  Kelso  V.  Fleming,  104  Ind.  ISO. 
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which  dosorihcd  the  mortgage,  and  provided  tli.at  the  pnymetit 
thfrcof  "is  JissuiuL'd  l»y  the  grantee  as  a  furtlior  coi>Hi(h'ratioii 
for  the  conveyance."  li  conveyed  the  huid  to  C,  and  C  to  I), 
the  (h'ods  of  H  and  C  containing  the  same  j)rovision  as  tliat  of  A. 
Th(!  mortgagee  sued  C  for  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  deht. 
iA7f/,  that  the  action  could  he  maintained:  Mcrli(inirn\S(iviii(is 
Hunk  V.  (^»Jff\  V"^  U.  I.  51().  A  made  three  successive  mortgages 
of  his  realty  to  B,  C,  and  D.  He  then  sold  this  realty  to  E.,  de- 
Bcrihing  tla;  mortgages  in  his  deed  of  conveyance,  and  adding  the 
words:  "Which  said  mortgages  are  hereby  assumed  hy  E  as 
])art  of  the  consideration  of  this  dec  i."  Suhseciuently,  B,  the 
first  mortgagee,  sold  the  realty  under  the  powers  of  his  mort- 
gage. D,  the  third  mortgagee,  then  brought  atisuvi]mt  against 
E,  the  purchaser  from  A,  for  the  aniount  of  A's  mortgage  note 
to  D.  Held,  that  E  was  liable  for  the  amount  of  the  note: 
Urquhari  v.  Brayton,  12  R.  I.  169. 

§  3042.  By  Junior  Mortgagee.  —  Where  a  subsequent 
encumbrancer  stipulates  with  the  mortgagor  to  pay  the 
prior  mortgage,  he  does  not,  generally,  incur  any  personal 
liability  to  the  senior  mortgagee  which  the  latter  can  en- 
force directly  against  him;'  and  it  is  immaterial  that  the 
puisne  mortgage  is  in  the  form  of  an  absolute  deed.*  In 
such  cases  tlie  promise  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagor 
only  to  protect  his  property  by  advancing  money  to  pay 
his  debt,  and  is  not  a  promise  made  by  the  moi'tgagee  to 
the  mortgagor  for  the  benefit  of  the  prior  mortgagee.^ 
Where  a  prior  mortgagee  purchases  tlie  equity  of  redemp- 
tion which  is  charged  with  a  second  mortgage,  and  he 
agrees,  as  part  of  the  consideration,  to  pay  such  mortgage, 
a  court  of  equity  will  compel  him  to  do  so,  or  order  a  sale 
of  the  land  for  the  purpose.*  But  where  the  transaction 
is  not  one  of  sale,  but  only  by  way  of  additional  security, 
the  first  mortgagee  is  not  bound  to  pay  the  second  mort- 
gage.' 


»  Root  V.  Wright,  84  N.  Y.  72;  38 
Am.  Rep.  41)5;  Garnsey  v.  Rogers,  47 
N.  Y.  23:i;  7  Am.  Rep.  440. 

•■'  Aruand  v.  Cirigg,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  482; 
Garnsey  v.  Rogers,  47  N.  Y.  'I'.VA;  7 
Am.  Rep.  440;  Campbell  v.  Smith,  71 
N.  Y.  20;  27  Am.  Rep.  5. 


»  Root  V.  Wright,  84  N.  Y.  72;  38 
Am.  Rep.  495;  GariKsey  v.  Rdgers, 
47  N.  V.  2;«;  7  Am.  Rep.  440. 

♦  Huebsch  »;.  Soheel,  81  111.  281. 

»  Si.lilers  V.  Riley,  22  111.  109;  Booth 
V.  Uynes,  54  111.  303. 
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§  3043.  By  Married  Woman.  —  Where  a  married  wo- 
man takes  a  conveyaiK^o  subject  to  a  mortgage,  she  may 
covenant  to  assume  the  mortgage,  and  may  be  sued  upon 
the  covenant.  She  cannot  plead  coverture,  as  her  cov- 
enant was  a  contract  to  j)ay  a  portion  of  the  purchase 
money  of  land  in  her  own  name,  which  thus  became  her 
separate  estate,  and  the  covenant  was  consequently  for  ita 
benefit.'  But  where  the  law  permits  her  to  contract  only 
ill  respect  of  her  own  property,  she  is  not  liable  on  her 
covenant  in  her  husband's  deed  of  his  land,  either  as  prin- 
cipal or  surety.* 

Illi'stuations.  —  A  made  a  deed  to  B,  a  married  woman, 
containing  a  recital  that  the  land  therein  described  was  subject 
to  a  mortgage,  "which  the  grantee  assumes  and  agrees  to  pay." 
The  deed  was  executed  to  B,  without  her  knowledge  or  author- 
ity, by  the  direction  of  her  husband,  and  was  by  him  recorded. 
Soon  after  the  deed  was  recorded,  she  knew  that  the  land  had 
been  conveyed  to  her,  and  claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  it.  She 
never  saw  the  deed,  and  knew  nothing  of  its  contents  until  after 
the  land  was  sold  by  the  mortgagee,  when  she  repudiated  the 
deed.  Held,  that  she  had  assented  to  the  purchase,  and  was 
bound  by  the  recital  in  the  deed:  Conlidge  v.  Smith,  129  Mass. 
554.  A.  conveyed  to  S.  certain  premises,  and  took  back  a  pur- 
chase-money bond  and  mortgage  for  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
S.  subsequently  conveyed  the  premises  to  C,  a  married  wo- 
man, by  a  deed  containing  a  clause  reciting  that  the  premises 
were  conveyed  subject  to  said  mortgage,  which  the  party  of  the 
second  part  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay.  C.  subsequently  con- 
veyed said  premises  to  H.  by  a  deed  containing  a  similar  as- 
sumption clause.  In  an  action  to  foreclose  said  mortgage,  no 
evidence  was  ottered,  outside  the  deeds  themselves,  tending  to 
eliow  that  the  alleged  contract  of  C.  to  assume  payment  of  the 
mortgage  was  charged  upon  her  separate  estate,  or  tliat  such 
assumption  was  for  the  benefit  of  her  separate  estate,  or  that 
she  had  any  separate  estate.  Held,  that  C.  was  never  person- 
ally liable  for  the  payment  of  the  mortgage:  Cashman  v.  Jlenry, 
65  How.  Pr.  24U. 

§  3044.     Release  of  Mortgagor  by  Mortgagee. — When 
the  grantee  of  the  equity  of  redemption  has  assumed  the 

'  CVioliilge  }>.  Smith,  129  Mass.  554;     Am.  Rep.  195;  Cashmaa  v.  Hunry,  55 
Flyiiii  V.  Powers,    'M  How.    Pr.  289;     How.  Pr.  240. 
Vrooinau  v.  Turuer,  G9  N.  Y.  280;    25        •'  Kitchell  v.  Mudgett,  37  Mich.  81. 
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payment  of  the  inorlf;ngo,  as  between  himself  and  the 
inoit^njnor,  lie  beci)in».!3  the  priiit'ijtul  debtor,  and  the  mort- 
gagor the  surety;  and  it  seems  that,  as  a  legal  oonsc(iuence, 
the  mortgagee  becomes  atl'ected  by  the  relationship  thus 
created,  so  that  if  ho  grants  to  the  purchaser  of  the 
equity  an  extension  of  time  for  payment  of  the  mort- 
gage, without  the  consent  of  the  mortgagor,  the  mortgagor 
is  thereby  released  from  all  liability  on  the  mortgage.' 
But  where  the  purchaser  does  not  personally  assume  the 
mortgage,  he  cannot  be  considered  as  the  surety  of 
the  mortgagor,  and  consequently  if  the  mortgagee,  under 
those  circumstances,  extends  the  time  for  payment  of  the 
mortgage,  such  extension  does  not  operate  to  discharge 
the  lien  of  the  mortgage  in  favor  of  the  purchaser.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  and  B,  his  wife,  executed  a  mortgage  to 
C,  which  wag  afterwards  assigned  to  D.  M.  mortgaged  certain 
other  property  to  D.  Afterwards  M.  and  A  and  B  exchanged 
properties,  and  niutually  assumed  the  mortgages  upon  them. 
Subsequently  1),  at  the  request  of  M.,  and  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  A  or  B,  extended  the  period  for  payment  of  the  mortgage 
M.  had  assumed.  Held,i\\&i  A  and  B  were  thereby  discharged 
from  all  liability  on  that  mortgage:  George  v.  Andrews,  GO  Md. 
26;  45  Am.  Kep.  706.  A  made  a  second  mortgage  to  B.  He 
then  sold  tlie  land  to  C,  who  assumed  and  agreed  to  pay  the 
note  to  B.  C  subsequently  sold  to  D,  with  a  similar  assump- 
tion. Afterwards  E,  at  D's  request,  paid  the  mortgage,  and 
took  an  assignment  of  it.  D  guaranteed  the  payujent  of  the 
note.  He  afterwards  obtained  an  extension  of  time  from  E. 
Soon  afterwards  C  died  insolvent.  E  then  purchased  the  equity 
of  redemption,  and  subsequently  quitclaimed  it  to  A,  and  he 
then  brought  this  action  against  A  for  the  amount  of  the  note. 
Held,  that  the  fact  of  E  having  given  time  to  D  for  payment 
had  not  released  the  iialolity  of  A  on  the  note:  Boardman  v. 
Larrabec,  51  Conn.  '6d. 


»  George  v.  Andrews,  (JO  i/J.  26;  45 
Am.  Rep.  70();  Fish  v.  Hay  ward,  28 
Hun,  4uli;  Paine  v.  Jones,  14  Hun, 
577;  Calvo  v.  Davies,  8  Hun,  222; 
Christncr  v.  Brown,  l(j  Iowa,  IHO; 
Murray  v.  Marshall.  94  N.  Y.  611; 
Grover  v.  Fox,  36  Mich.  473;  Union 
Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hauford,  27  Fed. 


Rep.  588.  But  see  Boardman  v.  Lar- 
rabee,  51  Conn.  39,  hoMing  tliat  the 
mortgagee  is  not  bounil  so  to  regard 
the  transaction. 

■'  Kuhiis  V.  McGeah,  .38  Ohio  St.  408; 
Maher  v.  Lanfrom,  86  111.  513^  Fry  o. 
Shehee.  55  Ga.  2U8. 
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§  3045.  Release  of  Purchaser  by  Mortgagor  or  Mort- 
gagee.—  Where  the  inort^iigor  luakes  uii  alisdluUi  luii- 
voyuiice,  uiid  tlio  purelmser  assumes  the  ni()it^a;;t',  it  has 
been  hehl  that  such  conveyaneo  and  Hssuniptiou  are 
unconditional  and  irrevocable,  and  that  the  i>arlits  can- 
not by  mutual  agreement  cancel  the  transaction.'  Uut 
it  would  seem,  on  principle,  that  this  doctrine  should  ]>e 
received  with  the  qualilication  that  the  morl}fii};cf  must 
lirst  know  of  and  accept  the  transaction,  and  (hen,  hav- 
ing become  a  party  to  it,  it  cannot  be  rescinded  without 
his  consent.*  And  it  has  been  held  that  wheie  a  grantee 
who  has  assumed  payment  of  the  mortgage  reconveys 
the  land  in  good  faith  to  the  mortgagor  at  any  time  be- 
i'ore  the  filing  of  a  bill  of  foreclosure,  the  liability  of  the 
grantee  to  the  mortgagee  is  thereby  terminated.'*  A  deed 
in  the  nature  of  a  mortgage  to  secure  the  payment  of 
certain  enumerated  debts  creates  an  encumbrance  on  the 
whole  property  conveyed  for  the  whole  of  the  indebted- 
ness secured;  and  if  the  mortgagor  sells  a  portion  of  the 
land  thus  encumbered  to  a  purchaser  who  had  construct- 
ive, not  actual,  notice  of  the  mortgage,  and  transfers  the 
notes  of  the  vendee  for  the  purchase-money,  to  one  of 
the  mortgage  creditors,  to  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of 
the  mortgage  debts,  the  payment  of  such  notes  by  the  pur- 
chaser to  one  of  the  mortgage  creditors  dees  not  release 
the  land  thus  sold  from  the  mortgage,  unless  it  was  so 
agreed  between  the  purchaser  and  the  parties  to  the 
mortgage.*  If  a  vendee  of  land,  who  has  assumed  a 
mortgage  on  it,  makes  an  arrangement  with  the  mort- 
gagee, whereby  he  is  discharged,  and  the  original  mort- 

•  Gariisey  r.  Rogers,  47  N.  Y.  333;  Rep.  103;   Berkshire  Life  Iiim.  Co.  r. 

7  Am.  Hep.  440;   Uouglas  v.  Wells,  18  Hutchings,    100  Iiid.   4!)(i;    Biildel    v. 

Hun,  88;  Bay  v.  WilUania,  112  111.  91;  Brizzolara,  64  L'al.  354. 

54  Am.  Rep.  209.  *  Laing  v.  liyrne,  :U  N.  J.  Ecj.  52; 

'  Whiting  V.  Gearty,  14  Hun,  498;  Crowell  v.  Hospital  of  St.   Haniahas, 

Kelly  V.  Rol)ert3,  40  N.  Y.   432;  Ste-  27  N.  J.  Eq.  OiO;  O'Neill  v.  Clark,  33 

pliens    V.    Castacker,    8     liun,     116;  N.  J.  Eq.  444. 

Dou-laa  v.  Wells,  18  Hun,  88;  Gilliert  ♦  Colby  v.  Cato,  47  Ala.  247. 
V.  tiauderaou,  5li  Iowa,  349;  41  Am. 
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gagor  aftcrwardb  makes  a  payment  to  the  mortgagee,  the 
mortgagor  cannot  recover  this  amount  from  tlie  vendee, 
even  though  the  mortgagor,  when  he  paid,  did  not  know 
that  the  vendee  had  been  released.* 

Illustrations. — A,  having  mortgaged  several  town  lots,  sold 
an  undivided  third  to  B,  who  was  to  pay  one  third  of  the  notes 
and  have  one  third  of  the  profits  on  sale  by  A,  who  retained 
the  title  in  himself,  and  afterwards  sold  to  C,  who  sold  part  of 
the  lots  to  D,  and  the  remainder  to  E,  to  whom  D  afterwards 
conveyed  his  portion,  each  grantee  assuming  the  mortgage 
covering  his  lots.  The  mortgage  becoming  due,  and  being 
unpaid,  A  and  B  furnished  money  to  G  to  pay  the  same,  and 
take  an  assignment  as  trustee  for  them.  G,  having  secured  an 
assignment,  brought  suit  against  E  to  foreclose.  After  D's 
conveyance  to  E,  and  before  G  had  notified  E  of  his  acceptance 
of  the  assumption  of  the  mortgage  debt,  C,  for  a  valid  consider- 
ation, released  D  from  his  assumption.  Held,  not  to  release  E: 
Ellis  V.  Johnson,  96  Ind.  377.  Upon  the  sale  of  a  moiety  of 
mortgaged  premises,  the  vendee  took  possession,  and  informed 
the  mortgagee  of  the  conveyance  and  of  his  desire  to  have  the 
mortgage  debt  paid  out  of  the  moiety  remaining  in  the  hands 
of  the  mortgagor,  affirming  that  it  was  sufficient  security  for 
the  entire  debt,  to  which  the  mortgagee  assented.  In  a  suit 
upon  the  mortgage  by  the  mortgagee,  held,  that  a  subsequent 
release  by  him  of  the  remaining  moiety,  for  a  consideration, 
discharged  the  entire  premises  from  the  lien  of  the  mortgage: 
Shrack  v.  <S7iriner,  100  Pa.  St.  451. 

1  Knobloch  v.  Zschwetzke,  53  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  391. 
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§  3046.  Subrogation  —  In  general. 

§  3047.  Who  entitled  to. 

§  3048.  In  favor  of  junior  mortgagee. 

§  3049.  In  favor  of  surety  or  guarantor. 
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§  .3052.  Merger  as  applied  to  mortgages. 

§  3053.  When  not  applicable. 

§  3046.  Subrogation  —In  General.  —  Subrogation  arises 
by  operation  of  law,  on  the  theory  that  the  mortgage  debt 
has  been  paid  by  one  entitled  to  pay  it  for  his  own  pro- 
tection, but  not  under  any  legal  liability  to  do  so.  It  is 
the  substitution  of  a  new  for  an  old  creditor.'  He  who 
is  entitled  to  an  assignment  of  a  mortgage  is  regarded  in 
equity  as  being  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee 
without  an  assignment,  as  an  assignment  implies  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  the  debt,  and  the  equitable  right  would 
not  arise.'*  Where  one  having  the  right  to  redeem  ob- 
tains an  assignment  of  a  note  and  mortgage,  the  doctrine 
of  subrogation  by  operation  of  law  is  not  invoked,  as  the 
assignment  affects  all  the  objects  which  could  be  attained 
by  the  subrogation.'  The  doctrine  of  subrogation  is 
founded  upon  the  principle  that  one  who  pays  the  mort- 
gage debt  is  entitled  to  the  mortgage  security.*     It  does 


'  Lamb  v.  Montague,  1 12  Mass.  352; 
Gaskill  V.  Wales,  36  N.  J.  Eq.  531; 
Ellsworth  V.  Lockwood,  42  N.  Y. 
89;  Carter  v.  Taylor,  3  Head,  30; 
Robinson  v.  Urquhart,  12  N.  J.  Eq. 
524;  Gate  wood  v.  Gate  wood,  75  Va. 
407;  Hess's  Estate,  69  Pa.  St.  272; 
York  V.  Landis,  65  N.  C.  535;  Fears 
V.  Al'jea,  69  Tex.  437;  5  Am.  St.  Rep. 
78. 

-'  Aik€  ^  Gale,  37  N.  H.  505;  Park- 
inson V.  Welsh,  19  Pick.  238;  jenness 
V.  Robinson,  10  N.  H.  219;  Lamb  v. 


Montague,  112  Mass.  .352;  Gibson  ti. 
Crehore,  5  Pick.  152;  AlcCabe  v.  Bel- 
lows, 7  Gray,  148;  66  Am.  Dec.  467; 
Hubliard  v.  Ascutney  Co.,  20  Vt.  405; 
50  Am.  Dec.  41. 

"  Ellsworth  V.  Lockwood,  42  N.  Y. 
97. 

*  Roddy's  Appeal,  72  Pa.  St.  98; 
Keely  v.  Cassiily,  9:{  Pa.  St.  318; 
Walker  v.  King,  45  Vt.  525;  Robin- 
son v.  Urquhart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  524; 
Gaskill  V.  Wales,  36  N.  J.  Eq.  531; 
Whiuston  v.  McAlpine,  65   Ala.  377; 
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not  arise   by  contract,  but   may  be  modified  or    extin- 
guished  by  contract/ 

§  3047.  Who  Entitled  to.  —  As  a  general  rule,  wbere 
any  one,  other  than  a  mere  volunteer  or  meddler,  satisfies 
the  debt  or  obligation  for  which  another  is  liable,  he  is 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  all  rights  held  by  the  original 
creditor.'^  The  usual  relations,  however,  out  of  which  it 
arises  are  those  of  co-ereditort',  principals  and  sureties, 
co-sureties,  or  co-guarantors.*  Generally,  if  a  party  is 
interested  in  a  mortgage  in  such  a  way  that  he  is  not 
liable  on  it,  but  is  obliged  to  pay  it  to  save  his  estate,  and 
he  does  pay  it,  he  is,  without  any  assignment,  subrogated 
by  operation  of  law  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee,  and 
no  proof  of  any  intention  on  his  part  to  keep  the  mort- 
gage alive  is  necessary  to  give  him  the  benefit  of  it.*  So 
if  a  third  person  pays  a  debt  which  is  secured  by  mort- 
gage, at  the  request  of  the  mortgagor,  and  takes  the  note 
and  mortgage  as  security  for  the  money  advanced,  he  is 
in  equity  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the 
original  creditor.*  And  it  is  said  that  one  who  has  paid 
a  debt  under  a  colorable  obligation  to  do  so,  in  order  to 
protect  his  own  claim,  should  be  subrogated  to  the  rights 
of  the  creditor.*  Generally  speaking,  however,  it  is  only 
in  cases  where  the  person  paying  the  debt  stands  in  the 
position  of  a  surety,  or  is  compelled  to  pay  in  order  to 
protect  his  own  interests,  that  a  court  of  equity  will  sub- 
stitute liim  in  the  place  of  the  creditor  as  a  matter  of 


Tyrell  v.  Ward,  102  111.  29;  Detroit 
Fire  Ins.  Co.  v.  Aspiuwall,  48  Mich. 
238;  Spiller  v.  Creditors,  16  La.  Aim. 
292. 

*  Hughes  V.  H.artford  Fire  Ins.  Co., 
17111.  App.  518. 

*  Gahii  V,  Niemcewiez,  1 1  Wend. 
312;  Morris  v.  Oakford,  9  Pa.  St.  498; 
Beall  V.  Walker,  26  W.  Va.  741. 

"  Flachs  V.  Kelly,  30  111.  462:  Ells- 
worth  V.  Lockwood,  42  N.  Y.  89; 
Braiuard  v.   Cooper,  10  N.   Y.   356; 


Muir  V.  Berkshire,  52  Ind.  149;  Low 
V.  Smart.  5  N.  H.  353;  Fields  v.  Slier- 
rill,  18  Kan.  365;  Drew  v.  Lockett,  32 
Beav.  499. 

*  Gatewood  v.  Gatewood,  75  Va.  407; 
Ward  V.  Seymour,  51  Vt.  320;  Walker 
V.  King.  44  Vt.  601. 

'  Hall  V.  Lambert,  7  N.  J.  Eq.  651; 
51  Am.  Dec.  272;  Caudle  v.  Murpliy, 
89  111.  352. 

<  Muir  V.  Berkshire,  52  Ind.  149. 
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course.'  If  a  person  who  has  agreed  with  a  debtor  to 
advance  money,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage  on  land,  to 
discliarge  a  debt  secured  by  encumbrance  on  that  land, 
himself  pays  the  debt  with  the  money,  and  discharges  the 
encumbrance,  he  will  be  entitled  in  equity  to  the  benefit 
of  the  security  he  has  satisfied.*  If  one  not  primarily 
liable  therefor,  but  who  stands  in  the  relation  of  surety  to 
the  mortgagor,  pays  the  mortgage  debt,  he  is  undoubtedly 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  subrogation.'  So  where  one,  to 
release  the  premises  from  two  mortgages  prior  to  his  own, 
advanced  the  money  to  pay  them  off,  it  was  held  that  he 
was  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  prior 
mortgagees  to  the  extent  of  the  money  paid.*  But  to 
effect  subrogation  there  must  be  something  more  than 
mere  payment  and  silent  receipt  of  the  money  by  the 
mortgagee;  so  that  where  one  pays  part  of  the  mortgage 
debt,  but  takes  no  assignment  of  the  mortgage,  he  is  not 
thereby  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee  as 
against  a  subsequent  mortgage.'  Where  a  partnership 
debt  is  secured  both  bj'  a  mortgage  on  the  partnership 
property,  and  on  the  private  property  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners, such  partner  is  a  surety  for  the  partnership,  and  is 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee 
on  paying  the  mortgage  debt,  and  the  creditors  of  such 
surety  are  entitled  to  the  same  right.®  So  where  a  mort- 
gagee insures  his  mortgage  interest  at  his  own  expense, 
upon  his  own  motion,  and  for  his  own  benefit,  the  insurer, 
in  making  compensation,  is  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to 


'  Cole  V.  Malcolm,  66  N.  Y.  303; 
National  Bank  v.  Curbing,  53  Vt.  3'2t); 
Sanford  v.  McLean,  3  Paige,  117;  23 
Am.  Dec.  773;  Barnett  v.  Griffith,  27 
N.  J.  Eq.  201. 

'  Deiiton  V.  Cole,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  244; 
Homoeopathic  Mut.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Mar- 
shall, 32  N.  J.  Eq.  103;  Lockwood  v. 
Bassett.  49  Mich.  546;  Coe  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  27  N.  J.  Eq.  113. 

'  Miller  v.  Wmchell.  70  N.  Y.  437; 
Pickutt  V.  Merchanta'  Nat.  Bauk,  32 


Ark.  346;  Tice  v.  Armin,  2  Johns.  Ch. 
125. 

♦  Holt  V.  Baker,  58  N.  H.  276;  Bar- 
nett  V.  Griffith,  27  N.  J.  Eq.  201. 

'  Com.  of  Vi>.  V.  Chesapeake  etc. 
Canal  Co.,  32  Md.  501 ;  Holiingsworth 
V.  Floyd,  2  Har.  &  G.  87;  Swan  v. 
Patterson,  7  Md.  104. 

«  Warren  r.  Hayzlett,  45  Iowa,  235; 
National  Bank  v.  Gushing,  53  Vt.  321; 
Lay  ton  v.  Knox,  41  Mich.  40;  Barhydt 
V.  Perry,  57  luwa,  41(i. 
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the  rights  of  the  assured.'  But  the  doctrine  of  subroga- 
tion has  no  ap])lieatiou  where  one  invoking  it  will  himself 
eventually  be  liable,  so  that  he  will  have  no  real  benefit 
by  being  subrogated.^ 

Illustrations.  —  S.  executed  bonds  secured  by  a  trust  mort- 
gage. A.  took  some  of  the  bonds  at  a  discount  of  five  per  cent, 
under  an  agreement  that  sulhcient  of  the  sum  advanced  should 
be  used  to  pay  a  prior  mortgage  on  the  premises.  This  was 
done,  and  the  prior  mortgage  canceled  of  record.  Tn  an  action 
brought  to  foreclose  the  trust  mortgage  it  was  adjudged  that 
A.'s  bonds  were  usurious  and  void.  Held,  that  A.  could  not  be 
subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  prior  mortgagee,  as  the  only 
right  of  subrogation  was  under  the  agreement  to  pay  off  the 
mortgage,  and  that  was  part  of  and  inseparable  from  the  usuri- 
ous agreement:  Baldwin  v.  Moffett,  94  N.  Y.  82.  A  owned  land 
subject  to  a  mortgage  made  by  him  to  C  to  secure  four  notes. 
Upon  one  of  these  notes  judgment  had  been  obtained  and  V. 
had  become  replevin  bail.  A  conveyed  the  land  to  B,  subject 
to  the  whole  mortgage  debt.  B  agreed  by  parol  to  pay  the 
three  notes,  but  not  the  judgment.  V.  consented  to  this  agree- 
ment. B  paid  the  three  notes,  and  took  an  assignment;  V.  paid 
the  judgment.  Held,  that  V.  could  be  subrogated  to  the  mort- 
gage security:  Rooker  v  Benson,  83  Ind.  250.  A  and  wife  mort- 
gaged a  plantation,  being  the  wife's  separate  property,  to  secure 
advances  made  to  enable  A  to  raise  a  crop.  Afterwards  they 
executed  a  trust  deed  of  the  same  property  to  C  to  secure  a  debt 
incurred  to  him  in  running  the  plantation,  and  also  to  secure 
the  other  debt,  which  he  promised  to  pay.  C  paid  the  other 
debt,  redeemed  the  land  from  a  tax  sale,  and  paid  taxes  as  they 
accrued.  After  a  number  of  years  it  was  discovered  that  the 
certificate  of  acknowledgment  in  the  deed  of  trust  was  defective 
as  to  the  wife.  Held,  that  C  was  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to 
the  rights  of  the  first  mortgagee:  Chaffe  v.  Oliver,  39  Ark.  531. 

§  3048.  In  Favor  of  Junior  Mortgagee.  —  The  rule  is 
well  established  that  a  mortgagee  who  has  paid  a  prior 
mortgage,  or  other  encumbrance,  is  entitled  to  be  subro- 
gated to  the  rights  of  the  encumbrancer  whose  charge  he 

*  Excelsior  Ins.  Co.  v.  Royal  Ins.  Nelson  v.  Bound  Brook  Mut.  Fire  Ins- 
Co.,  55  N.  Y.  34;};  14  Am.  Hop.  271;  Co.,  43  N.  J.  Eq.  250;  3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
Foster  v.  Van  Ruo.l,  70  N.  Y.   19;  20  .308. 

Am.    Rep.    544;    Sussex    Ins.    Co.   v.  •' Smith  w.  Cornell,  52  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct. 

Woodruff,  20  N.  J.  L.  541;  Ins.  Co.  v.  499.     And  see  Havens  v.  Willis,  100 

Stiuson,  103  U.  S.  25.     And  see  also  N.  Y.  482. 
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has  paid,  whether  such  encumbrance  be  a  mortgage,  judg- 
ment, or  rent-charge.^  And  after  having  done  so,  inter- 
mediate  or  subsequent  encumbrancers,  before  they  can 
enforce  their  claims,  must  refund  the  redemption  money, 
or  pay  all  liens  prior  to  their  own.^  He  is  also  entitled 
to  the  benefits  of  subrogation  in  respect  of  taxes  paid  by 
him  to  protect  the  property  and  himself  from  the  conse- 
quences of  a  sale  for  non-payment.^  But  where  the  pay- 
ment was  not  necessary  to  protect  his  interests,  he  is  not 
entitled  to  subrogation.*  Equity  will  presume  the  assent 
of  the  prior  encumbrancer  to  the  use  of  all  securities  in 
his  hands  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  payment  by  the 
party  ultimately  liable.^  In  New  York  the  holder  of  a 
junior  mortgage  may,  upon  tender  of  the  amount,  compel 
an  assignment  of  the  prior  encumbrance,  although  he 
does  not  occupy  the  position  of  a  surety." 

Illustrations.  — After  a  second  mortgage  had  been  taken  on 
certain  lands,  a  payment  of  part  of  the  principal  of  the  first 
mortgage  was  made  by  a  brother  of  the  mortgagor,  under  an 
agreement  between  the  holder  of  the  mortgage  and  the  mort- 
gngor  and  his  brother  that  the  latter  should  be  subrogated  to 
the  rights  of  the  mortgagee  under  the  mortgage  for  those  pay- 
ments. Held,  that,  as  against  the  holder  of  the  second  mort- 
gage, such  conventional  subrogation  could  be  enforced:  Shreve  v. 
Hnnkinson,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  76.  Through  the  fraudulent  represen- 
tations of  a  mortgagor  that  the  only  claim  on  the  land  was  one 
mortgage,  A  paid  the  amount  of  that  without  taking  an  as- 
Bignment,  and  had  record  of  satisfaction  entered,  and  thereupon 
took  a  new  mortgage.  Held,  that  A  was  entitled  to  be  subro- 
gated to  the  rights  of  the  first  mortgage,  it  appearing  that  there 
were  several  liens  prior  to  the  second,  and  to  have  the  record  of 
satisfaction  canceled:  Sidener  v.  Pavey,  77  Ind.  241. 

'Jenness  v.  Robinson,  10  N.  H.  215;  «  Shiner  v.  Hammond,  51  Iowa,  401; 

Silver  Lake  Bank  v.  North,  4  Johns.  Downer  v.  Fox,  20  Vt.  388. 

Ch.  370;  Patterson  v.  Birds.ill,  64  N.  '  Sidenherg  v.  Ely,  11   Abb    N    C 

Y.  294;  21  Am.  Rep.  009;  Carpentier  354;  90  N.  Y.  257;  43  Am.  Rep.  163; 

r.Brenham,  40  CaL  221;  Gilberts.  Gil-  Chaffe  v.  Oliver,  39  Ark.  531;  fiacre 


bert,  39  Iowa,  657;  Gardner  v.  Emerson, 
40  111.  290;  Worcester  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Cheeuey,  87  III.  602;  Chaffe  v.  Oliver, 
39  Ark.  531;  Twombly  «.  Cassidy,  82 
N.  Y.  159;  Hunt  v.  Townsend,  4  Sand. 
Ch.  510;  Cole  v.  Malcolm,  66  N.  Y. 
3U3j  EberC  v.  Gerding,  116  111.  216. 

m 


V.  Chapman,  32  N.  J.  Eq.  463. 

*  Bayard  v.   McGraw,    1    111.   App. 
134.  *^*^ 

^  Downer  v.  Fox,  20  Vt.  388. 

•  Twombly  v.  Cassidy,  82  N.  Y.  155: 
Cole  V.  Malcolm,  66  N.  Y.  363. 
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§  3049.  In  Favor  of  Surety  or  Guarantor. — A  surety 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  securities  for  the  debt 
which  are  available  for  his  indemnity;  and  a  person 
taking  any  of  such  securities  from  the  principal  debtor 
with  notice  of  his  responsibilities  is  bound  in  equity  to  hold 
them  for  the  indemnity  of  the  surety,  and  is  subject  to 
all  the  equities  which  the  surety  could  originally  enforce' 
A  surety  who  pays  the  debt,  and  takes  a  conveyance  of  all 
the  creditor's  interest  in  land  mortgaged  to  secure  it,  be- 
comes, by  substitution,  in  effect,  the  mortgagee  for  the 
security  of  his  advances.^  If  the  debt  be  secured  by 
mortgage,  he  is  entitled  to  be  substituted  to  the  creditor's 
interest  under  the  mortgage,  and  proof  of  payment  alone 
.  sufficient  to  raise  this  equity;'  and  an  assignment  of 
^  -  security  is  not  necessary.*  Knowledge  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  security  when  the  surety  incurred  his  liability 
i-  not  ;s  nessary,  and  it  is  sufficient  if  it  were  given  after 
the  coiitiact  of  suretyship  was  entered  into.'  Upon  pay- 
ing one  of  several  bonds,  the  surety  becomes  entitled  to 
be  subrogated  to  a  proportionate  part  of  the  security,  with 
the  mortgagee  as  his  trustee.^  Where  one  partner  as- 
sumes the  payment  of  a  firm  note,  and  executes  a  mort- 
gage to  the  payee  of  the  note  to  secure  its  payment  and 
indemnify  his  copartner,  the  latter  will  be  entitled  to  sub- 
rogation to  the  extent  of  any  payment  he  may  have  to 
make  on  the  note.'  If  a  principal  has  made  a  mortgage 
to  one  of  several  sureties,  the  latter  are  entitled  to  receive 
the  benefits  of  such  mortgage.*  And  if  a  debtor  has  made 
a  mortgage  to  his  surety  by  way  of  indemnity,  the  creditor 


'  Fawcetts  v.  Kiramey,  33  Ala.  261 ; 
Atwood  V.  Vincent,  17  Conn.  575;  Ott- 
man  v.  Moak,  3  Sand.  431;  Denny  v. 
Lyons,  38  Pa.  St.  98;  80  Am.  Dec.  463; 
Watts  V.  Kinney,  3  Leigh,  272;  23 
Am.  Dec.  266;  Stanwood  v.  C!lainpitt, 
23  Miss.  371. 

^Dearborn  v.  Taylor,  18  N.  H. 
153. 

»  McNairyw.  Eastland,  lOYerg.  310; 
Motley  V.  Harris,  1  Lea,  577. 


♦  See  §  3046,  ante. 

''  Pharea  v.  Barbour,  49  111.  370;  Har- 
din V.  Eames,  5  III.  App.  153;  May- 
hew  V.  Crickett,  3  Swanst.  185;  MuUur 
V.  Wadlington,  5  S.  0.  342. 

*  Lynch  v.  Hancock,  14  S.  C.  G6; 
Rice  t>.  Morris,  82  Ind.  204. 

'  Conwell  V.  McCowan,  81  111.  285. 

«  Hall  V.  Cushman,  16  N.  H.  402;  43 
Am.  Dec.  562;  Scribner  v.  Adams,  73 
Me.  541. 
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is  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof.^  AVhere  the  surety  pays 
the  mortgage  debt,  and  receives  the  note  and  mortgage 
without  an  assignment  or  discharge  written  thereon,  it  is 
hehl  that  he  cannot  maintain  a  suit  in  equity  against  the 
owners  of  the  equity  for  subrogation  and  foreclosure.'^ 

Illustrations. —  A,  B,  and  C  indorsed  the  notes  of  a  corpo- 
ration, expressly  agreeing  between  themselves  that  all  should 
share  equally  any  loss  that  the  indorsement  might  entail.  To 
secure  the  carrying  out  of  this  agreement,  each  mortgaged  prop- 
erty to  a  trustee.  A,  B,  C,  and  the  corporation  all  became  in- 
solvent. Held,  that  the  holders  of  the  notes  could  not  claim  to 
be  subrogated  to  the  benefit  of  the  mortgage  security:  Seward 
V.  Huntington,  94  N.  Y.  104.  A  mortgaged  land  to  secure  a 
loan  of  school  funds,  and  then  conveyed  to  B,  who  mortgaged  to 
C,  and  then  conveyed  to  D,  who  renewed  the  original  loan,  gave 
a  new  mortgage  therefor,  and  afterwards  borrowed  money,  E 
becoming  his  surety,  and  paid  off  the  mortgage  to  C.  Subse- 
quently, in  a  suit  by  E  against  B,  alleging  that  he  had  paid  the 
loan  for  which  he  became  surety,  and  that  the  mortgage  had 
been  assigned  to  him  on  that  account,  E  secured  a  decree  of 
foreclosure,  under  which  he  bought  the  land,  and  died.  Heldy 
ill  a  suit  against  the  heirs  of  E  to  foreclose  the  second  mortgage 
for  the  loan  of  school  funds,  that  no  right  in  equity  to  rely  on 
the  previous  mortgage  could  be  considered:  State  v.  Beal,  88 
Ind.  106.  Several  notes  were  secured  by  one  mortgage.  Judg- 
ment was  obtained  on  the  note  first  due,  and  A,  a  surety  for 
stay  of  execution,  had  to  pay  it.  Held,  that  he  could  not  be 
suljrogated  to  the  mortgage  without  paying  the  other  notes: 
Rice  V.  Morris,  82  Ind.  204. 

§  3050.  When  Mortgagor  Entitled  to.  —  When  a  mort- 
gagor sells  the  mortgaged  premises  subject  to  the  mort- 
gage, and  afterwards  pays  off  the  mortgage,  he  is  entitled 
to  be  subrogated  to  the  position  of  the  mortgagee,  and  to 
his  rights  and  remedies  under  the  mortgage;'  for  between 
the  mortgagor  and  the  purchaser  of  the  equity,  the  former 
then  occupies  the  position  of  surety,  the  latter  becoming 
the  principal  debtor,  and  the  mortgaged  premises  form 
the  security  to  which  the  mortgagor  is  entitled  to  resort 

'  McMuUen  v.  Neal,  60  Ala.  552;  » Lynn     v.    Richardson,     78    Me. 

Curtis  V.  Tyler,   9  Paige,  432;  In  re  367. 

Fickett,  72  Me.  266;  l^einott  v.  Stock-  »  Baker  v.  Terrell,  8  Minn.  195. 
ton  etc.  Mfg.  Co.,  32  N.  J.  Ecj.  124. 
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for  his  protection;'  and  where  the  purchnser  assumes  tho 
payment  of  the  mortgage  as  part  of  the  price,  tho  same 
rule  applies,  tho  mortgagor,  if  he  pays  off  the  mortgage 
debt,  becoming  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee 
against  the  property.*  So  if  a  judgment  on  a  mortga<;(! 
debt  has  been  satisfied  out  of  other  property  belonging  to 
the  mortgagor,  such  satisfaction  is  equivalent  to  a  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  so  as  to  entitle  the  mortgagor,  when 
justice  requires  it  to  be  regarded  as  assigned  to  him,  ami 
not  discharged,  to  the  benefits  of  subrogation.' 

Illustrations, — A  and  B  purchased  land  in  common,  giving 
their  joint  note  and  mortgage  for  the  purchase-money.  A  died, 
and  to  save  the  land,  B  was  obliged  to  pay  the  note,  with  inter- 
est at  more  than  the  legal  rate.  Held,  that  he  was  subrogated 
to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee:  Simpson  v.  Gardiner,  97  111. 
237. 

§  3051.    Mere  Stranger  or  Volunteer  not  Entitled  to.— 

Voluntary  purchasers  and  strangers,  unless  there  is  some 
peculiar  equitable  relation  in  the  transaction,  are  never 
allowed  the  benefit  of  subrogation;  but  it  is  held  that  a 
person  who  has  paid  a  debt  under  a  colorable  obligation  to 
do  so,  that  he  may  protect  his  own  claim,  is  entitled 
thereto.*  The  party  paying  must  stand  in  such  a  relation 
respecting  the  debt  or  the  property  that  it  becomes  his 
interest  or  duty  to  make  the  payment  for  his  own  pro- 
tection.* But  where  a  stranger  paid  off  part  of  a  first 
mortgage  in  pursuance  of  an  agreement  with  the  mort- 
gagee and  mortgagor  that  he  should  have  the  benefit  of 
subrogation,  he  is  entitled  as  against  the  second  mort- 


'  Willard  v.  Worsham,  76  Va.  392; 
Baker  v.  Terrell,  8  Minn.  195;  Johnsoa 
V.  Zink,  52  Barb.  39G. 

2  Russell  V.  Pistor,  7  N.  Y.  171;  57 
Am.  Dec.  509;  Flagg  v.  Geltmacher, 
98  111.  298;  Greenwell  v.  Heritage,  71 
Mo.  459;  Smith  v.  Ostermeyer,  (58  Ind. 
432;  Stilluiau  v.  Stillman,  21  N,  J, 
Eq.  126, 

3  Woodbury  v.  f5»7an,  58  N.  H,  380, 
«  Aluir  V.   Berk^;l.ire,  52  lud.    149; 


Hudson  V.  Dismukes,  77  Va.  24'J; 
Levy  V.  Martin,  48  Wis,  198;  Bayaid 
V.  McGraw,  1  III.  App.  134;  Coe  r.  11. 
R.  Co.,  31  N.  J.  Kq.  136;  Mosi.i's 
Appeal,  56  Pa.  St.  76;  93  Am.  Due. 
783;  Binford  v.  Adams,  104  Ind.  41. 

"  Clark  V.  Moore,  76  Va.  2()-2;  Cox  v. 
Garst,  105  111.  342;  Detroit  Fiie  etc. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Aapiuwall,  48  Mich.  i^.SS; 
Suppiger  v.  Garrets,  20  111.  App.  025; 
Mortoa  v.  Highleyinaa,  88  Mo,  621. 
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gagoe  to  stand  in  the  shoes  of  the  first  with  respect  to  such 
payment/  And  where  a  stranger,  hy  the  authority  and 
consent  of  the  del)tor,  and  on  his  agreement  that  he  shall 
be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  makes  pay- 
ment for  the  debtor,  he  will  be  subrogated,  if  the  payment 
is  made  with  the  express  declaration  of  the  subrogation 
ill  the  release  made  by  the  creditor.^  But  one  who  has 
taken  a  mortgage  from  a  married  woman,  which  is  void 
because  prohibited  by  statute,  cannot  claim  to  be  subro- 
gated to  a  valid  mortgage  paid  oil'  and  satisfied  before  he 
took  his  mortgage.^  And  one  lending  money  to  remove  a 
lien  on  land  is  not  thereby  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the 
lienor  against  the  land.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  party  sold  land  in  which  he  had  a  home- 
stead interest,  subject  to  a  deed  of  trust,  the  purchaser  assum- 
ing the  payment  of  the  debt  secured  by  the  trust  deed  as  a  part 
of  the  consideration,  such  payment  being  subsequently  made, 
tlie  purchaser  taking  a  release  of  the  trust  deed  instead  of  an 
assignment.  Before  the  sale,  but  after  the  execution  of  the 
trust  deed,  a  judgment  against  the  owner  became  a  lien  upon 
the  land,  and  after  the  sale,  under  an  execution  issued  upon 
such  judgment,  the  homestead  was  set  oft"  and  the  residue  of  the 
land  was  sold  to  satisfy  such  execution.  The  original  purchaser 
thereupon  filed  a  bill  in  equity  to  set  aside  the  sale  under  execu- 
tion, claiming  that  the  trust  deed  was  a  prior  lien  to  the  judg- 
ment, and  that  he  should  have  the  benefit  thereof  as  such.  Held, 
that  he  was  entitled  to  the  relief  prayed  for,  and  that  the  pay- 
ment by  him  of  the  debt  secured  by  the  trust  deed  was  not  a 
voluntary  payment  by  a  stranger:  Young  v.  Morgan,  89  111.  199. 
A  person  advanced  money  to  another  to  enable  him  therewith 
to  make  a  loan  to  a  third  person,  on  the  security  of  an  equitable 
mortgage.  Held,  not  entitled  to  subrogation:  Van  Winkle  v. 
Williams,  38  N.  J.  Eq.  105.  A,  at  the  request  of  B,  advanced 
his  (A's)  money  to  pay  off"  a  mortgage  in  which  B  had  an  in- 
terest. Held,  that  the  doctrine  of  subrogation  applied:  Cans  v. 
Tfiieme,  93  N.  Y.  225. 


'  Slireve  v.  Hankinson,  34  N.  J.  Eq. 
7C;  Sheffy's  Appeal,  97  Pa.  St.  317.  And 
BOO  Hammoud  i\  Barker,  61  N.  H.  53. 

'  Shreve  v,  Hankinson,  34  N.  J.  Eq. 
7G;  Dixon  on  Subrogation,  104;  Neely 
V.  Jones,  16  W.  Va.  625;  37  Am.  Kep. 
794;  Robertson  v.  Mowell,  66  Md.  530; 


Fievel  v.  Zuber,  67  Tex.  275;  Yapel 
V.  Stephens,  '.id  Kan.  680;  Rodman  v. 
Sanders,  44  Ark.  504. 

»  ^tna  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Buck,  108 
Ind.  174. 

*  Price  V.  Courtney,  87  Mo.  387;  56 
Am.  Rep.  453. 
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§  3052.  Merger  as  Applied  to  Mortgages.  —  The  mcrf!;(r 
of  a  inortgago  arises  only  when  the  entire  title,  oquitaMo 
as  well  as  legal,  becomes  vested  in  the  same  person.' 
The  doctrine  has  never  been  favored  at  law,  and  is 
regarded  with  even  less  approval  in  equity.^  The  intcii. 
tion  of  the  parties,  exi)ress  or  implied,  and  the  reqnire- 
ments  of  substantial  justice,  are  the  elements  constituting 
the  test  of  the  question  whether  a  merger  has  taken  place 
or  not."*  Where  the  benefit  to  the  person  entitled  to  the 
charge  will  be  greater  by  continuing  its  existence  than 
treating  it  as  merged,  it  will  be  held  that  the  implied  in- 
tention is  against  the  merger.*  At  law  a  mortgage  will 
be  upheld  in  favor  of  a  mortgagee,  even  though  the  j)ar. 
ties  may  have  undertaken  to  discharge  it,  unless  injustice 
would  thereby  result.^  In  the  application  of  this  doctrine, 
equity  does  not  follow  the  law,  and  a  merger  will  some- 
times be  decreed  in  equity  when  at  law  the  mortgage 
would  be  held  to  be  subsisting,  and  at  other  times  equity 
will  preserve  the  charge  where  it  would  be  merged  at  law; 
the  question  being  as  to  the  intention,  actual  or  presumed, 
of  the  person  in  whom  the  interests  are  united,  founded 
upon  the  reason  or  necessity  of  the  case.*  So  where  a 
person  becomes  entitled  to  an  estate,  subject  to  a  charge 
which  had  been  created  for  his  own  benefit,  he  may  take 
the  estate  without  extinguishing  the  charge,  if  he  mani- 
fests his  intention  of  doing  so.'     In  the  absence  of  any 

*  Dickasoii  v.   Williams,  129  Mass.     v.  Sullivan,  85  Ind.  174;   Bostwick  v, 

Fraukfield,  7-i  N.  Y.  207;  Diuican  !•. 
Dniry,  9  Pa.  St.  :«2;  40  Am.  Dec. 
505;  Wiitson  v.  iHindee  Mortgage  and 
Tr.  Inv.  Co.,  12  Or.  474. 

*  Deiizler  v.  O'Keefe,  34  N.  J.  E.). 


182;  37  Am.  Hep.  316;  Sherman  v. 
Abbot,  18  Pick.  448;  Jordon  v.  Cheney, 
74  Me.  359;  Gardner  v.  Astor,  3 
Johns.  Ch.  53;  8  Am.  Dee.  465;  Bas- 
set r.  Mason,  18  Conn.  131.  And  see 
note   to   Hitchcock  v.  Harrington,  6    361;  Pike  «;.  Glcason,  60  Iowa,  150. 


Johns.  290,  in  5  Am.  Dec.  233. 
ante,  Title  Real  Property. 


See        *  Webb    v.     Meloy,    32    Wi-^.    .310; 
Stantons    v.    Tiiompson,    49    N.     11. 


*  Smith  V.   Roberts,  91  N.  Y.  475;    272;  Woodward  v,    Davis,   53    Inwi, 
James  v.  Morey,  2  Cow.  284;  14  Am.     694. 


Dec.  475,  and  note. 

*  Franklin  v,  Hayward,  61  How.  Pr. 
43;  Richardson  v,  HockenhuU,  85  111. 
124;  Duncan  v.  Smith,  31  N.  J.  L. 
325;   Hinds  v.   Ballon,  44  N.   H.   619; 


«  Bullard  v.  Leach,  27  Vt.  491;  Hart 
V.  Chase,  46  Conn.  207;  Polk  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 31  Md.  106;  Champney  v. 
Coope,  32  N.  Y.  543. 

Silliinan    v.    Gainmage,    55    Tly. 


Simonton  v.  Gray,  34  Me.  50;  McLain    365;  Polk  v.  Reynolds,  31  Md.  lOG, 
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expression  of  intention,  it  will  bo  presumed  that  the  party 
intended  that  which  is  most  for  his  interest,  and  it  will 
bo  held  accordingly.'  Whore  the  mortgagee  purchases 
the  equity  of  redemption,  the  whole  estate  is  vested  in 
him,  and  merger  takes  place  whenever  the  contrary  would 
be  inequitable.*  Where  a  mortgagee  takes  a  note  and 
mortgage  from  the  purchaser  of  the  equity  of  redemption, 
under  an  agreement  to  accept  the  purchaser  in  lieu  of  the 
mortgagor,  the  mortgage  is  held  to  be  extinguished.'  Where 
land  is  mortgaged  to  secure  the  payment  of  two  notes  at 
(litlurent  times,  and  is  sold  under  decree  to  satisfy  the 
ihst  note,  and  pui chased  by  the  assignee  of  the  mort- 
gagee, expressly  subject  to  the  encumbrance  of  the  second 
note,  the  mortgage  estate  merges  in  the  fee,  and  the  as- 
signee of  the  mortgagee  cannot  collect  the  second  note 
against  the  mortgagor.*  And  where  the  owner  of  land 
subject  to  two  mortgages,  made  by  his  predecessors  in 
title,  convoys  it  to  the  first  mortgagee  by  a  warranty 
deed,  wherein  such  first  mortgagee  assumes  and  agrees  to 
pay  both  mortgages^  the  first  mortgage  is  merged.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  junior  mortgagee  obtained  a  decree  for 
foreclosure,  and  also  personal  judgment,  he  then  received  a 
Bheriff  8  deed  of  sale  under  a  senior  mortgage,  and  conveyed  by 
warranty.  Held,  that  his  decree  was  merged  in  the  superior 
title  of  the  sheriff's  deed:  Thomas  v.  Simmons,  103  Ind.  538.  A 
made  two  mortgages,  and  then  sold  the  land  to  B,  who  bought 
the  first  mortgage.  Held,  that  that  mortgage  was  merged  in  B's 
title  as  vendee:  Byington  v.  Fountain,  61  Iowa,  512.  A  held  a 
mortf^age  covering  three  parcels  of  land.  One  of  the  parcels 
was  sold  at  a  sale  under  an  execution,  the  lien  of  wliich  was 
sul)j(.'ct  to  the  mortgage.  A  bought  the  parcel.  Held,  that  bis 
mortgage  was  thereby  discharged  to  the  extent  of  the  fair  value 
of  the  parcel  so  bought,  irrespective  of  the  amount  of  his  bid: 
Trimmier  v.  Vise,  17  S.  C.  499;  43  Am.  Rep.  624.  A  conveyed 
land  to  B,  subject  to  a  mortgage  which  B  assumed  and  agreed 

>  Hinds  V.  Ballou,  44  N.  H.  620;  De  v.  Stockdale,  3  McCord,  302;  Barnes  v. 

Lisle  V.  Herbs,  25  Hun,  487;  Huebsch  Brown,  71  N.  C.  507;  Eogers  v.  Herron, 

V.  Scheel,  81  111.  281;  Bank  of  Water-  92  111.  583. 

loo  V.  Elmore,  52  luwa,  541;  Simouton  '  Sharp  v.  Collins,  74  Mo.  266. 

V.  Gray,  34  Me.  50.  *  VVeiner  v.  Heintz,  17  111.  259. 

'  Jackson  v.  Tift,  15  Ga.  557;  Taylor  »  Kneeland  v.  Moore,  138  Mass.  198. 
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to  pay.  B  conveyed  tho  land  to  the  mortgagee,  subject  to  ilie 
mortgage.  //<?/(/,  that  tho  mortgage  was  thereby  merged:  Dicka- 
son  V.  Williama,  12!)  Mass.  182;  37  Am.  Kep.  316. 

§  3063.  When  not  Applicable.  —  Tlie  accoptance  of  tho 
legal  title  by  a  inortgageo  does  not  work  a  merger,  where 
none  is  intended,  and  it  is  against  the  interest  of  tho  pur- 
chaser.'  So  where  tho  j)romi,s(>s  are  convoyed  by  mort- 
gagor  to  mortgagoo  in  satisfjiotion  of  the  mc  ^o,  and 
for  tho  purpose  of  avoiding  tho  expense  of  foreclosure,  if 
there  is  an  intervening  mortgage  or  title  by  levy  of  exe- 
cution, no  merger  takes  place.''  The  acquisition  by  ;i 
mortgagee,  after  his  assignment  or  transfer  of  the  mort- 
gage, of  the  absolute  title,  does  not  merge  the  mortgage. 
If  the  assignee  of  the  mortgage  purchase  tho  equity  of 
redemption,  no  such  merger  of  tho  legal  and  equitable 
estates  arises  as  prevents  tho  assignee  from  maintain- 
ing ejectment  against  the  mortgagor  on  the  mortgage/ 
AVhere  a  surety  takes  a  mortgage  from  the  principal 
debtor  to  indemnify  him  on  account  of  the  suretyship, 
and  subsequently  buys  the  equity  of  rede'  ion,  no 
merger  arises  as  against  the  creditor.*     So  Drtgagc 

which  secures  several  notes  maturing  at  different  times, 
and  which  has  been  foreclosed  as  to  the  note  last  falling 
due,  may  again  be  foreclosed  for  the  remaining  notes,  as 
against  a  purchaser  after  the  first  foreclosure  who  had 
assumed  their  payment  as  part  of  the  purchase-money." 
A  mortgage  is  not  merged  by  the  mortgagee  becoming  a 
devisee  of  an  undivided  half  of  the  mortgaged  premises.' 

ward,  34  N.  H.  90;  New  Englaiul 
Jewelry  Co.  v.  Merriain,  2  Allen,  IVM; 
Deiizler  v.  O'Keefe,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  301; 
Louniaii  v.  Lournau,  118  111.  582;  Colm 
V.  Hoffman,  45  Ark.  370. 

"  White  V.  Hampton,  13  Iowa,  2uil; 
Purdy  V.  Huutingtou,  42  N.  Y.  3J4; 
1  Am.  Rep.  532. 

*  Den  V.  Vaunesa,  10  N.  J.  L.  102; 
Boardman  v.  Larrabee,  51  Conn.  3'J. 

^  Durham  v.  Craig,  79  Ind.  117. 

«  Hill  V.  Minor,  71)  Ind.  48. 

'  tSahler  v.  Signer,  44  Barb.  606. 


'  Wickersham  v.  Reeves,  1  Iowa, 
413;  Mallory  v.  Hitchcock,  29  Conn. 
127;  Knowles  v.  Lawton,  18  Ga.  476; 
(i3  Am.  Dec.  290;  Freeman  v.  Paul,  3 
Me.  260;  14  Am.  Dec.  237;  Vander- 
kemp  w.  Shelton,  11  Paige,  28;  iSmitli 
V.  Swan.  69  Iowa,  412;  Patterson  v. 
Mills,  69  Iowa,  755;  Decatur  v. 
Walker,  137  Mass.  141. 

» Warren  v.  Warren,  30  Vt.  530; 
Routhworth  v.  Scofield,  51  N.  Y.  513; 
Brooks  V.  Rice,  56  Cal.  428;  Hill  v. 
Pixluy,  63  Barb.  200;  Bell  v.  Wood- 
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Where  a  mortgagee  takes  a  conveynnce  of  tlie  equity  of 
nMlemption  by  quitclaiin  deed,  the  greater  estate  will  not 
1)0  merged  in  the  less,  contrary  to  a  declaration  in  the 
deed  that  such  deed  shall  not  so  operate  except  at  the 
election  of  the  grantee.*  And  there  is  no  merger  where 
the  as^iignee  of  a  mortgage  gives  in  consideration  a  note 
payable  when  the  mortgage  debt  is  paid,  and  afterwards 
l)uys  the  equity  at  a  sheriff's  sale  under  the  mortgage.' 
And  under  the  laws  -is  now  obtaining  in  moht  of  the 
states,  the  marriage  of  a  female  mortgagee  with  the  mort- 
uajror  does  not  merge  li'^r  rights  under  the  mortgage.' 
Where  the  legal  anc^  eciuitable  titles  unite  in  the  same 
person,  the  equitable  title  does  not  necessarily  become 
iiiorged  in  the  legal  title,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  con- 
sider the  mortgage  as  subsisting,  where  the  purposes  of 
justice  require  it.*  An  agreement  that  there  shall  be  no 
merger  will  be  respected  in  equity  when  consonant  with 
the  equitable  rights  of  all  concerned.'  A  purchase  by  a 
mortgagee  at  a  sale  under  a  junior  mortgage  does  not 
merge  the  mortgage,  in  the  absence  of  the  purchaser's 
intention  to  give  it  that  effect.* 

Illustrations.  —  R.  mortgaped  certain  real  estate,  the  equity 
of  redemption  in  which  was  afterwards  set  off  on  an  execution 
against  him  to  a  creditor,  who  conveyed  the  same  to  the  wife  of 
R.  She  afterwards  died  intestate.  After  her  death  R.  remained 
in  possession,  and  some  time  later  was  required  to  pay,  and  did 
pay,  the  mortgage  debt.  Upon  a  bill  of  foreclosure  of  the  mort- 
gage brought  by  the  executor  of  R.  against  his  children,  who 
v.ere  also  the  children  and  heirs  at  law  of  R.'s  wife,  held,  that 
the  mortgage  was  not  merged:  Hart  v.  Chase,  46  Conn.  207. 
A  debtor  mortgaged  his  land  to  secure  the  debt  and  indemnify 
the  surety.  Subsequently  a  creditor  obtained  a  judgment 
against  him.  Then  the  surety  paid  the  debt,  and  took  a  con- 
veyance of  the  land,  the  conveyance  stipulating  that  it  was 
made  subject  to  the  mortgage,  Avhich  was  to  remain  open  to 


•  Spencer  v.  Ayrault,  ION.  Y.  202. 
^  Fithiau  V.  Corwin,  17  Ohio  St.  118. 
'  Bemis    v.    Call,    10    Allen,     512; 

Tower  V.  Lester,  23  N.  Y.  527. 

•  EJgarfcon  v.  Young,   43  111.    464; 


Lyon  V.  Mcllvaine,  24  Iowa,  9;  Slo- 
cuni  V.  Catlin,  22  Vt.  137;  Greea  v. 
Currier,  G3  N.  H.  563. 

*  Gresham  v.  Ware,  79  Ala.  192. 

•  Hospes  V.  Alnistedt,  83  Mo.  473. 
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protect  the  surety.  Held,  that  as  against  the  judgment  credi- 
tor there  was  no  merger:  Apnew  v.  Ji.  R.  Co.,  24  S.  C.  18;  r)S 
Am.  Rep.  237.  A  holder  of  a  part  only  of  the  notes  secured 
by  a  second  mortgage  paid  a  decree  foreclosing  the  first  mort- 
gage and  purchased  the  equity  of  redemption.  He  intended, 
and  it  was  for  his  interest,  to  keep  the  first  mortgage  alive. 
Held,  that  there  was  no  merger:  Carpenter  v.  Glenson,  58  Vt. 
244.  A  took  a  deed  "subject  to"  a  mortgage,  without  actual 
notice  of  any  other  encumbrance,  and  subsequently  obtained  a 
Bheriflf's  deed  under  a  sale  on  a  prior  mortgage.  Held,  that  the 
mortgage  lien  was  not  defeated,  but  that  the  judgment  lien 
would  be  preserved  for  A's  protection:  Hancock  v.  Fleming,  103 
Ind.  533. 
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CHAPTER  CXLV. 

SATISFACTION  AND  DISCHARGE. 

§  3054.  What  constitutes. 

§  3055.  What  does  not. 

§  3056.  Who  may  give. 

§  3057.  When  satisfied  mortgage  may  be  revived. 

§  3058.  Form  of  discharge. 

§  3059.  Penalty  for  not  discliarging. 

§  3054.  What  Constitutes.  —  The  day  prescribed  in  the 
mortgage  for  paymeiit  of  the  money  or  performance  of 
the  obligation  is  known  as  the  "law  day,"  and  payment 
on  or  before  that  day  is  a  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  the 
mortgage  equivalent  to  a  release  and  cancelment  of  rec- 
ord.^ The  operation  of  the  mortgage  ceases  both  at  law 
and  in  equity,  and  where  the  title  has  passed  it  revests  in 
the  mortgagor.''  So  if  the  mortgagee  refuses  to  receive 
the  money  when  tendered  in  due  time  and  manner,  the 
condition  is  complied  with,  and  the  estate  revests  in  the 
mortgagee,  though  the  obligation  of  the  debt  remains.' 
But  payment  before  condition  broken  releases  the  land 
and  extinguishes  the  mortgage  without  any  reconveyance 
or  other  release,  and  the  mortgagor,  if  out  of  possession,  is 
entitled  to  re-enter  immediately,*  and  payment  of  part  is 
a  satisfaction  pro  tanto.^  Payment  after  the  law  day  does 
not,  at  common  law,  revest  the  title  in  the  mortgagor.^ 
But  where  a  mortgage  is  regarded  as  a  mere  lieu  upon 
the  land,  payment  after  condition  broken  discharges  the 

Schearffv.  Dodge,  3:5  Ark.  340;  Cr.iin 
V.  McGoon,  86  111.  4:51;  29  Am.  Rep. 
37;  iMayuard  v.   Hunt,    5  Pick.    "240; 


1  Caruthers  v.  Humphrey,  12  Mich. 
270;  Erakine  v.  Townsend,  2  Mass. 
493;  3  Am.  Dec.  71;  Kortright  v. 
Cady,  21  N.  Y.  345;  78  Am.  Deo.  145;    Coil  v.  Houston,  3  Johns.  Cas.  '243. 


Emory  v.  Keighan,  88  111.  482;  Dowtier 
V.  Wilson,  33  Vt.  1;  Wells  v.  Rice,  34 
Ark.  346;  Breckenridge  v.  Ormsby,  1 
J.  J.  Marsh.  236;  19  Am.  Dec.  71. 

"Edwards  w.  Ins.  Co.,  26  Wend. 
541;  Wolfe  v.  Dowell,  13  Smedes  &  M. 
103;  51  Am.  Dec.  147. 


*  Hatlield  v.  Reynolds,  34  15arb.  612; 
Munsou  V.  Munson,  30  Conn.  425; 
Joslyn  V.  Parliu,  54  Vt.  670. 

*  Howard  v.  Gresham,  27  Ga.  347; 
Chainpuey  v.  Coope,  34  Barb.  539. 

*  Frank  v.  Pickens,  69  Ala.  372; 
Wade  V.  Howard,  1 1  Pick.  289;  Stew 


*  Stewart  v.  Crosby,  60  Me.    130;    art  v.  Crosby,  50  Me.  130. 
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lien,  and  tlie  estate  is  said  to  revest  without  a  reconvey- 
ance;^ and  in  New  York,  Michigan,  and  Missouri,  it  is 
held  that  a  mere  tender  of  the  money  after  condition 
broken,  and  at  any  time  before  a  foreclosure,  discharges 
the  lien  of  the  mortgage.''  The  cancellation  of  a  mort- 
gage upon  the  record  is  only  prima  facie  evidence  of  its 
discharge,  the  mortgagee  being  entitled  to  show  that  such 
discharge  was  obtained  by  accident,  mistake,  or  fraud.^ 
Where  it  appears  as  a  fact  that  a  mortgage  has  not  been 
paid,  there  is  no  presumption  of  payment  on  account  of 
the  expiration  of  twenty  years.*  But  if  nothing  appears 
to  the  contrary,  the  joresumption  attaches."  Where  a 
mortgagee  obtains  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  the  presump. 
tion  of  payment  arising  from  lapse  of  time  is  the  same 
as  though  there  had  been  no  foreclosure.'  Where  one 
whose  duty  it  is  to  pay  a  mortgage  pays  it,  and  takes 
what  in  form  purports  to  be  an  assignment,  it  will, 
nevertheless,  be  treated  as  a  release,  when  the  rights  of 
third  parties  are  involved.^  If  the  mortgagee  purchase 
the  premises  on  foreclosure  for  a  sum  equal  to  the  mort- 
gage note,  he  thereby  satisfies  the  note,  and  cannot  re- 
scind the  sale,  and  maintain  an  action  on  the  note.' 


'  Shields  v.  Lozear,  34  N.  J.  L.  496; 
3  Am.  Hep.  256;  Hartley  v.  Tuthain, 
2!l  How.  Pr.  158;  Johnsou  v.  Sherman, 
15  Cal.  287;  76  Am.  Dec.  481;  Griffia 
V.  Lovoll,  42  Miss.  402;  Le  Beau  v. 
(ilaze,  8  La.  Ann.  474;  Jacivson  v. 
Slackhonse,  1  Cow.  122;  13  Am.  Dec. 
B14;  Smith  v.  Stanley,  37  Me.  11;  58 
Am.  Dec.  771;  Cliarter  v.  Stevens,  3 
Denio,  33;  45  Am.  Dec.  444;  McMil- 
lan V.  Richards,  9  Cal.  365;  70  Am. 
''Jec.  655. 

-  Frost  V.  Yonkers  Savings  Bank, 
70  N,  Y.  553;  26  Am.  Rep.  627;  Farm- 
ers' etc.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Eii wards.  26  Wend. 
5U;  Kortright  v.  Cady,  21  N.  Y.  343; 
78  Am.  Dec.  145;  Hordic  v.  V^olken- 
inir,  49  How.  Pr.  160;  Potts  v. 
Pliisted,  30  .Mich.  149;  Thornton  v. 
Kational  Exchange  Bank,  71  Mo.  221. 

^  Hobinsou  V.  Sampson.  23  Me.  388; 
Middlesex  v.   Thomas,  20  .N.  J.  E(][. 


117;  Viele  v.  Judson,  82  N.  Y.  32; 
Reagan  v.  Hadley,  57  Ind.  509;  Kin- 
near  v.  Lowell,  .34  Me.  303;  Cobb  y. 
Dyer,  69  Me.  494;  Willcox  v.  Foster, 
132  Mass.  320;  Stimpson  v.  Pease,  53 
Iowa,  572;  Haggerty  v.  McCanna,  25 
N.  J.  Eq.  48;  Brown  v.  Henry,  lOtJ 
Pa.  St.  262;  Burke  v.  Snell,  42  Ark. 
57;  Poore  v.  Price,  5  Lei;4h,  52;  26 
Am.  Dec.  582,  and  note;  Bank  of  Utica 
V.  Mersereun,  3  Barb.  Cli.  528;  49 
Am.  Dec.  189. 

•  Delano  v.  Smith,  142  Mass.  490. 

"  VVdson  V.  Albert,  89  Mo.  537; 
Jackson  v.  Wood,  12  Johns.  242;  7 
Am.  Dec.  315;  Swarfc  v.  Service,  21 
Wend.  36:  34  Am.  Dec.  211. 

"  Barnard  v.  Ouderdouk,  98  N.  Y. 
158. 

'  Clay  V.  Banks,  71  Ga.  363. 

»  Hood  /'.  Adams,  124  Mass.  481;  26 
Am.  Rep.  6S7. 
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Illustrations.  —  A  mortgaged  property  to  B,  his  father,  to 
eecure  him  for  advances  and  liabilities.  B  died,  having  de- 
vised his  whole  estate,  giving  nothing  to  A,  because  he  liad 
advanced  for  his  benefit  considerable  sums.  Held,  in  the 
absence  of  proof  of  other  advances  which  could  have  been  in- 
tended by  the  will,  that  they  must  be  presumed  to  be  the  same 
for  which  the  mortgages  were  mp.de,  and  that  the  liability  of  A 
for  those  advances  was  thereby  extinguished:  Waller  v.  Todd,  3 
Dana,  603;  28  Am.  Dec.  94.  A  exchanged  land  with  B.  B's 
land  was  subject  to  a  mortgage,  which  A  assumed.  A  was  in- 
duced to  deliver  personalty  to  B  by  the  mortgagee's  promise  to 
release  the  mortgage.  Held,  that  the  mortgage  in  equity  was 
satisfied:  Burke  v.  Grant,  116  111.  124.  A  mortgaged  the  home- 
stead. His  widow  paid  the  mortgage  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
growing  crops,  and  took  an  assignment  of  it  to  herself.  Held, 
that  she  could  not  foreclose  it  against  A's  heirs  and  distributees: 
Skinner  v.  Chapman,  78  Ala.  376.  A  testator,  a  mortgagee,  gave 
to  the  mortgagor  his  bond  and  mortgage,  provided  that  the  tes- 
tator's wife  should  consent  thereto,  and  authorized  and  directed 
the  executor  to  cancel  and  satisfy  it.  Held,  that  on  the  wife's 
consent,  the  mortgage  was  discharged  ipso  facto,  without  a 
formal  satisfaction  by  the  executor:  Weeks  v.  Ostrander,  52  N.  Y. 
Sup.  Ct.  512.  A  mortgagee  parted  with  the  possession  of  a 
mortgage  after  having  written  his  name  on  the  back  and  af- 
fixed a  seal.  A  fraudulent  entry  of  satisfaction  was  written 
above  his  name  without  his  consent,  and  without  his  having 
received  the  money.  Held,  that  he,  and  not  an  innocent 
purchaser  misled  thereby,  must  bear  the  loss:  Charleston  City 
Council  V.  Ryan,  22  S.  C.  339;  53  Am.  Rep.  713. 

§  3055.  What  does  not. —  Tender  after  condition 
broken  does  not,  at  common  law,  operate  to  discharge  the 
lien  of  the  mortgage.*  The  renewal  of  the  note,  or  its 
merger  into  a  judgment,  or  any  other  change  in  the  con- 
dition or  nature  of  the  debt  not  intended  to  operate  as  a 
discharge  of  the  lien,  does  not  so  operate,  the  rule  being 
that  so  long  as  the  debt  exists  in  any  form  the  mortgage 
remains  to  secure  it.*     But  where  the  mortgagee  accepts 

'  storey  r.  Krewson,  55  Ind.  397;  23  163;    Flower  v.  Ehvood,  GG  111.  4.38; 

Am.  Rep.  608;  Rowell  v.  Mitchell,  68  Helmetag     v.    Frank,     61     Ala.    67; 

Me.  21;  Hiininelmaua  V.  Fitzpatrick,  Cliristiau    v.  Newberry,  61  Mo.    446; 

50  Cal.  650.  Olipliiiit    v.    Eckerloy,    36    Ark.    6i); 

ii  Bunker  v.  Barron,  79  Me.  62;  1  Gleasou  v.  Wright,  53  Miss.  247;  Jag- 
Am.  «t.  Rep.  282;  Jewett  v.  Hamlin,  per  Iron  Co.  v.  Walker,  76  N.  Y.  521; 
68  Me.  172;  Torrey  v.  Cook,  116  Mass.  Heiveley  v.  Mattesou,  54  luwa,  505; 
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an  entirely  new  note  in  substitution  for  the  old  one,  and 
in  payment  of  it,  a  mortgage  given  to  secure  the  old  note 
is  discharged.^  And  where  the  now  note  is  only  a  renewal 
of  the  old  one,  including  an  additional  sum  loaned,  no 
satisfaction  or  discharge  of  the  mortgage  takes  place, 
unless  it  clearly  appears  that  such  was  the  intention  of 
the  parties;'*  and  unless  the  creditor  expressly  so  accepts 
it,  the  taking  of  a  second  security  of  equal  degree  with  the 
first  will  not  discharge  the  mortgage;"  and  if  the  mortgagee 
indorse  the  note  over  to  a  third  person,  giving  him  a 
mortgage  to  secure  it,  the  land  will  not  be  released  from 
the  mortgage  by  the  mere  failure  of  the  mortgagee  to 
charge  the  indorser.*  So  where  the  holder  of  a  first 
recorded  mortgage  released  his  mortgage,  and  took  a  new 
one  in  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  a  second  recorded 
encumbrance,  he  was  held  entitled  to  have  the  mortgage 
restored  and  given  the  original  priority."  And  although 
the  mortgage  be  formally  discharged,  the  payment  of  the 
debt  may  operate  as  a  discharge  or  an  assignment,  as  will 
best  attain  the  ends  of  justice.^  So  where  the  grantee  of 
land  subject  to  a  mortgage  pays  it  to  the  original  mort- 
gagee, who  has  in  fact  assigned  and  transferred  the  mort- 
gage and  bond,  and  does  not  produce  them  on  receiving 
payment,  the  land  still  continues  subject  to  the  mortgage, 
notwithstanding  the  execution  of  a  discharge  by  the 
original  mortgagee.'     But  even  where  the  assignment  has 


Maver  ».  Grottendick,  68  Iiid.  1; 
Vick  V.  Smith,  8.3  N.  0.  80;  Swain  v. 
Frazier,  35  N.  J.  Eq.  326;  Biown  v. 
Dmickel,  40  Mich.  29;  Nightingale  v. 
Cliaffee,  11  R.  I.  609;  23  Am.  Rop. 
5.SI;  Bodkin  v.  Merit,  86  Ind.  5(50; 
Citizeua'  Bank  v.  Dayton,  116  111.  124. 

'  Meyer  v.  Lathrop,  73  N.  Y.  315; 
JaflFray  v.  Crane,  50  Wis.  349;  Ells- 
worth V.  Mitchell,  31  Me.  247;  Hardin 
V.  Braiiner,  25  Iowa,  364;  Iowa  County 
V.  Foster,  49  Iowa,  676;  Seymour  v. 
Mackay,  21  111.  App.  449. 

*  Ellsworth  V.  Mitchell,  31  Me.  247; 
Smith  V.  Stauley,  37  Me.  11;  58  Am. 


Dec.  771;   Port  v.  Robbins,  35  Iowa, 
465. 

*  Gregory  v.  Thomas,  20  Wend.  17. 

*  Hilton  V.  Catherwood,  10  Oiiio  St. 
109:  Mitchell  v.  Clark,  35  Vt.  104. 

^  Shaver  v.  Williams,  87  111.  469; 
Stiinpson  v.  Pease,  53  Iowa.  u7'2; 
Biiice  V.  Nelson,  35  Iowa,  157;  Young 
V.  Siianer,  73  Iowa,  555;  5  Am.  St. 
Rep.  701. 

« Kinsley  v.  Davis,  74  Me.  498; 
Whi-eler  v.  Willard,  44  Vt.  640. 

'  W indie  v.  Bonebrake,  23  Fed.  Rep. 
165;  Roberts  v.  Halstead,  9  Pa.  St. 
32;  49  Am.  Dec.  541. 
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been  duly  recorded,  if  the  original  mortgagee  produces 
tlie  note  and  mortgage,  the  mortgagor  may  be  justified 
in  paying  him  in  good  faith,  and  may  have  the  mortgage 
declared  satisfied  as  against  the  assignee.'  The  marginal 
entry  of  satisfaction  in  the  record  of  a  mortgage  does  not 
estop  the  mortgagee,  as  against  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for 
value  without  notice,  from  showing  that  the  entry  wa3 
made  by  some  unauthorized  person  by  mistake  on  the 
wrong  mortgage.^  In  an  action  at  law,  a  mortgagor  can- 
not maintain  that  the  mortgage  has  been  satisfied  and 
discharged  by  the  receipt  of  rents  and  profits  by  the 
mortgagee.  The  account  must  first  be  taken  in  a  court 
of  equity.' 

Illustrations. — A  and  B  owned  a  tract  of  land  in  common, 
and  A  owned  another  tract.  They  mortgaged  all  for  A's  accom- 
modation. A  sold  the  tract  owned  by  him  in  severalty,  and 
covenanted  against  encumbrances.  C  purchased  A's  interest 
in  the  tract  held  in  common,  and  paid  the  mortgage,  not  know- 
ing that  it  had  been  given  by  B  for  A's  accommodation.  Held, 
that  the  mortgage  was  not  extinguished  by  the  payment:  Ken- 
nelly  v.  Kelly,  51  Conn.  329.  Husband  and  wife  conveyed  her 
land  in  mortgage  in  fee;  the  husband  afterwards  granted  and 
released  the  same  premises  to  the  mortgagee,  who  retained  the 
mortgage  in  his  hands,  and,  by  indorsement  thereon,  covenanted 
and  agreed  not  to  bring  any  action  against  the  husband  or  his 
representatives  for  the  amount  due  on  the  mortgage,  and  declar- 
ing that  the  mortgage  was  kept  on  foot  merely  to  protect  the 
title  of  the  mortgagee  in  the  premises.  Held,  that  tlie  covenant 
was  no  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage,  in  law  or  equity:  Denn  v. 
Wynkoop,  8  Johns.  168.  A  mortgage  running  to  "Josepha"  A 
purported  in  the  record  to  be  canceled  by  "Joseph"  A,  and 
signed  by  "his"  mark.  Held,  that  the  insufliciency  of  the  dis- 
charge was  patent:  Cerney  v.  Paidot,  66  Wis.  262.  A,  being 
unable  to  pay  a  mortgage  note  due  B,  arranged  with  C  to 
advance  the  money  and  take  up  the  note.  C  paid  to  B  a  part, 
and  told  him  that  a  certain  bank  would  give  him  the  rest.  B 
thereupon  gave  up  the  note  to  C,  uncanceled,  and  indorsed  in 
bhmk,  and  C  got  the  rest  of  the  money  from  the  bank  to  which 
C  had  taken  the  note.  In  a  few  days  C  repaid  the  bank  its 
advance,  and  took  the  note.  Held,  that  the  note  was  not  paid, 
but  transferred  only:  Garter  v.  Burr,  113  U.  S.  737. 


'  Pettus 
409. 


V.     McGowan,    37    Hun, 


!"  Brown  v.  Henry,  106  Pa.  St.  262. 
*  Farris  v.  Houston,  78  Ala.  250. 
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§  3056.  Who  may  Give. — Where  there  are  several 
joint  mortgagees,  they  may  be  regarded  as  one  person 
so  far  as  the  mortgagor  is  concerned,  and  he  may  deal 
with  each  one  as  representing  all,  and  each  may  receive 
payment  and  effectually  discharge  the  mortgage.^  And 
in  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  mortgagees,  the 
survivors  have  the  exclusive  right  to  receive  payment  of 
and  discharge  the  mortgage.*  But  if  the  mortgage  be 
given  to  secure  several  demands,  and  it  is  so  expressed 
in  the  deed,  all  the  mortgagees  should  join  in  receiving 
payment  and  giving  a  discharge,  and  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives of  a  deceased  mortgagee  should  join  with  the 
survivors.'  One  of  two  or  more  executors  or  administra- 
tors can  receive  and  lawfully  discharge  a  mortgage  taken 
by  themselves  jointly  to  secure  a  debt  belonging  to  testa- 
tor's estate,  and  that,  whether  the  non-joining  executors 
or  administrators  are  dead  or  alive.*  Also,  the  assignee 
of  a  mortgage  may  receive  payment,  and  give  a  valid  dis- 
charge.* The  execution  of  the  discharge  of  a  recorded 
mortgage  by  a  person  other  than  the  mortgagee  casts 
upon  the  person  making  the  payment  the  duty  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  power  and  right  of  such  person  to  give  the 
discharge.*  So  long  as  an  attorney  or  agent  employed  to 
make  a  loan  retains  possession  of  the  bond,  note,  or  mort- 
gage, he  is  empowered  to  receive  payment  of  them;  but 
when  he  parts  with  such  possession,  he  also  parts  with 
the  authority  to  receive  payment.'    A  receiver  empow- 


»  People  V.  Keyser,  28  N.  Y.  235;  84 
Am.  Dec.  .S.38;  Goodwin  v.  Richardson, 
11  Mass.  409. 

'  Gilaon  v.  Gilson,  2  Allen,  115; 
People  V.  Keyser,  28  N.  Y.  235;  84 
Am.  Dec.  338. 

»  Burnett  v.  Pratt,  22  Pick.  556. 

*  Douglass  V.  Satterlee,  1 1  Johns. 
16;  Wheeler  v.  Wheeler,  9  Cow.  34; 
People  V.  Miner,  37  Barb.  46G;  Wood- 
ruff V.  Mutsclder,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  33; 
Storey  v.  Kemp,  51  Ga.  399;  Weir  v. 
Mosher,  19  Wis.  311;  Dayton  v.  Day- 
ton, 7  111.  App.  136. 


*  Burhans  v.  Hutcheson,  25  Kan. 
625;  37  Am.  Rep.  274;  Seitz  v.  Dur- 
ning,  8  Mo.  App.  208;  Emery  v.  Gor- 
don, 33  N.  J.  Eq.  447. 

•  Swarthout  v.  Curtis,  5  N.  Y.  301; 
55  Am.  Dec.  .345;  McPherson  v.  Kdl- 
lins,  107  N.  Y.  316;  1  Am.  St.  Hep. 
826. 

'  Van  Keuren  v.  Corkins,  66  N.  Y. 
77;  Cox  V.  Cutter,  28  N.  J.  Eq.  U; 
Hatfield  v.  Reynolds,  34  Barb.  Gl'2; 
looker  v.  Sloan,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  394; 
Smith  V.  Kidd,  68  N.  Y.  130;  23  Am. 
Rep.  157. 
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ered  by  the  court  to  discharge  a  mortgage  is  authorized 
to  receive  payment  and  satisfy  the  mortgage,  even  before 
it  becomes  due.* 

§  3057.    When  Satisfied  Mortgage  may  be  Revived.— 

After  payment  or  performance  of  condition,  the  mort- 
gage is  functus  officio  and  inoperative,  and  it  cannot  be 
held  as  security  for  any  other  debt  contrary  to  the  will  of 
the  mortgagor.*  But  where  the  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee desire  to  keep  the  mortgage  alive  as  security  for 
other  purposes,  the  courts  will  sometimes  allow  it  to  be 
done,  where  the  arrangement  does  not  conflict  with  the 
rights  of  other  persons.*  Whether  a  mortgage  once  paid 
can  be  revived  by  a  mere  verbal  agreement  of  the  parties 
is  doubtful.^  As  the  transaction  amounts  in  substance 
to  the  making  of  a  new  mortgage,  it  would  seem  as 
though  the  same  formalities  were  requisite  as  to  consti- 
tute the  mortgage  in  the  first  instance.*  After  a  mortgage 
given  by  j)artners  to  secure  a  partnership  debt  has  been 
paid,  it  cannot  be  revived  as  security  for  the  private  debt 
of  one  of  the  partners  to  one  of  the  mortgagees."  Nor 
can  a  mortgage  upon  a  homestead  be  revived  by  the  hus- 
band alone,  where  the  statute  requires  the  concurrence 
of  the  wife  in  the  alienation  of  the  homestead.^  The 
main  difficulty  in  the  revival  or  continuance  of  a  mort- 
gage after  it  has  been  satisfied  generally  arises  with 
respect  to  the  rights  of  intervening  persons  who  would 
thereby  be  prejudicially  affected;  for  where  a  prior  en- 
cumbrance has   been  discharged,  a  subsequent  encuni- 


'  Heermans  v.  Clarkson,  64  N.  Y.  171. 

» York  Co.  Sav.  Bauk  v.  Roberts,  70 
Me.  384;  Mead  v.  York,  6  N.  Y.  449; 
57  Am.  Dec.  467;  Perkins  v.  Sterne,  23 
Tex.  561;  76  Am.  Dec.  72;  Fewell  v. 
V.  Kessler,  30  lud.  195;  Doll  v.  Rizotti, 
20  La.  Ann.  263;  96  Am.  Dec.  399. 

'  Spencer  t>.  Fredendall,  15  Wis.  666; 

Darst  V.  Gale,  83  III.  136;  Warner  v. 

Blakeman,  36  Barb.  501;    Carltoa  v. 

Jackson,  121  Mass.  592;  McGiven  v. 

«U 


Wheelock,  7  Barb.  22;  McClure  v.  An- 
drews,  08  Ind.  97;  Bowman  v.  Manter, 
33  N.  H.  530;  60  Am.  Dec.  743. 

*  Johnson  v.  Anderson,  30  Ark.  745; 
Walker  v.  Snediker,  Hoff.  Ch.  145. 

*  Peckham  v.  Haddock,  36  111.  38; 
Spencer  v.  Fredendall,  15  Wis.  666. 

*  McClure  v.  Andrews,  68  Ind.  97; 
Thomas's  Appeal,  30  Pa.  St.  378. 

'  Spencer    v.   Fredendall,   15   Wis. 
666. 
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brancer  is  entitled  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit,  and  to 
repel  any  attempt  to  introduce  new  equities  prior  to  hia 
own.*  In  these  cases,  the  question  is,  whether  the  origi- 
nal  debt  has  been  discharged;  and  if  it  has,  the  original 
mortgage  cannot  be  dealt  with  as  a  subsisting  security  as 
against  third  persons.'' 

§  3058.  Form  of  Discharge. — It  is  not  necessary  to 
state  that  the  money  has  been  paid;  a  statement  that 
"this  mortgage  is  fully  and  completely  satisfied  "  is  suf- 
ficient;  but  no  precise  form  of  words  is  required,  and  as 
long  as  the  language  used  shows  that  the  mortgage  has 
been  paid  and  discharged,  or  otherwise  satisfied,  it  will 
suffice,'  except,  of  course,  where  any  statutory  form  has 
been  provided.  This  has  been  done  in  many  of  the  states, 
whose  laws  provide  for  the  discharge  of  a  mortgage  by  an 
entry  upon  the  margin  of  the  record  of  the  mortgage,  or 
by  the  execution  and  recording  of  what  is  known  as  a 
"satisfaction  piece."*  But  these  statutes  do  not  prohibit 
the  use  of  other  forms,  and  a  writing  on  the  back  of  the 
deed  itself,  or  a  reconveyance  by  a  separate  deed,  will  be 
effectual  in  those  states  where  the  statutes  obtain.^  Where 
it  is  desired  to  release  a  part  only  of  the  land,  it  is  usual 
to  take  a  quitclaim  deed  of  that  part  from  the  mortgagee, 
but  such  u  deed  is  effectual  to  release  the  whole  of  the 
premises,"  except  where  the  mortgagee  has  acquired  an  in- 
dependent title  by  assignment  to  himself  of  a  subsequent 
mortgage  or  otherwise,  in  which  case  a  quitclaim  deed 
will  pass  only  the  title  he  obtained  under  the  original 


'  Jones  V.  Brogan,  29  N.  J.  Eq.  1.39; 
Purser  v.  Anderson,  4  Edw.  Ch.  17; 
Lasselle  v.  Barnett,  1  Blackf.  150;  12 
Am.  Dec.  217. 

■■'  Hodgman  v.  Hitchcock,  15  Vt. 
374. 

^  Richards  ».  McPherson,  74  Ind. 
168;  Jordan  v.  Mann,  57  Ala.  595; 
Waters  v.  Waters,  20  Iowa,  363;  89 
Am.  Dec.  540. 

*  Mass.   Gen.  Stats.,  o.  89  sees.  30, 


31;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sees.  2938,  'J!U1; 
Iowa  Rev.  Code,  sec.  3.327;  Mo.  llev. 
Code,  p.  410:  Valle  v.  American  Iron 
Mountain  Co.,  27  Mo.  455;  Me.  Stats, 
1821,  c.  39,  sec.  1. 

"Allard  v.  Lane,  18  Me.  9;  Waters 
t>.  Waters,  20  Iowa,  363;  89  Am.  Dec. 
640;  Green  v.  Butler,  2(5  Cal.  5i)o. 

"  Mason  v.  Beach,  55  Wis.  607;  Ma- 
bie  I'.  Hatinger,  48  Mich.  .341;  Bacon 
V.  Van  Schoouhoven,  19  Huu,  158. 
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mortgage.*  A  parol  release  is  sufficient,  it  seems,  to  dis- 
charge the  lien  of  a  mortgage  in  those  states  where  no 
estate  passes  by  the  mortgage,  but  a  lien  only  is  created.* 
In  equity  a  receipt  in  full  is  sufficient  to  constitute  a  re- 
lease.' It  is  always  to  a  large  extent  a  question  of  inten- 
tion in  doubtful  cases  as  to  whether  the  instrument  the 
parties  may  have  signed,  or  the  language  they  may  have 
used,  operates  as  a  release,  and  this  is  especially  so  when 
the  question  is  whether  a  bond  and  mortgage  were  in- 
tended to  be  included  in  a  general  release  of  all  claims 
and  demands  whatsover.**  Where  the  insufficiency  of  the 
discharge  is  patent,  it  imposes  no  duty  of  diligence  on  the 
mortgagee  to  have  the  record  of  discharge  canceled  or 
avoided.' 

§  3059.    Penalty  for  not  Discharging  Mortgage.  —  The 

neglect  or  refusal  to  discharge  a  mortgage  generally  ren- 
ders the  mortgagee  liable  to  a  penalty  in  those  states  having 
statutes  providing  for  the  discharge  of  mortgages.*  In  an 
action  to  recover  the  penalty,  the  jury  should  consider 
whether  the  refusal  to  satisfy  the  mortgage  was  the  result 
of  an  honest  doubt,  or  arose  out  of  mere  maliciousness.' 
As  respects  the  enforcement  of  the  penalty,  however,  it 
is  immaterial  whether  payment  was  received  voluntarily, 
or  compelled  by  legal  process.^  And  if  the  failure  to 
discharge  the  mortgage  arose  out  of  mere  inadvertence, 


'  Barnstable  Savings  Bank  v.  Bar- 
rett, 122  Mass.  172, 

» Howard  v.  Gresham,  27  Ga.  347; 
Headley  v.  Goundry,  41  Barb.  279; 
Wallis  V.  Long,  16  Ala.  738. 

» Marriott  v.  Handy,  8  Gill,  31; 
Smith  V.  Durell,  16  N.  H.  344;  41  Am. 
Dec.  732. 

♦  Mclntyre  v,  Williamson,  1  Edw. 
Ch.  34;  Van  Bokkelen  v.  Taylor,  62 
N.  Y,  105;  Lacey  v.  Tomlinson,  5  Day, 
77. 

'  Cemey  v,  Pawlot,  66  Wis.  262. 

"Iowa  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  3670;  Wis. 
Rev.  Stats.,  c.  59,  sec.  39;  Minn.  Comp. 
Stats.,  0.  35,  sec.  39;  Mo.  He  v.  Code, 


1845;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  2941;  Ala. 
Code  1876,  sees.  2L'22,  222S;  Mich. 
Stats.,  sec.  5704;  Deeter  v.  Crossley, 
20  Iowa,  180;  Galloway  v.  Litchliold, 
8  Minn.  188;  Phelps  v.  Relfe,  20  Mo. 
479;  Stouew.  Lannon,6  Wis.497;  Col- 
lar V.  Harrison,  28  Mich.  518;  Harris 
V.  Swanson,  67  Ala.  486;  Eaton  v. 
Copeland,  17  Wis.  218;  Beach  v. 
Cooke,  28  N.  Y.  508;  86  Am.  Dec.  260; 
Lewis  V.  Conover,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  230; 
Scott  V.  Field,  75  Ala.  419;  Jarratt  v. 
McCabe,  75  Ala.  325;  Wilber  v.  Peirce, 
56  Mich.  169. 

'  Haubert  v.  Haworth,  9  Phila.  123. 

•  Verges  v.  Giboney,  47  Mo.  171. 
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inattention,  or  indifference,  the  penalty  is  nevertheless 
incurred.'  But  where  the  refusal  is  in  good  faith,  and  iu 
reliance  upon  supposed  legal  rights,  the  penalty  will  not 
be  imposed.^  He  who  is  authorized  to  give  a  legal  dis- 
charge for  the  mortgage  is  the  only  proper  party  to  be 
sued.*  Where  a  partnership  is  the  mortgagee,  notice  to 
one  of  its  members  is  sufficient  to  render  them  all  jointly 
liable  for  the  penalty/  But  where,  under  the  statute  of 
Missouri,  a  mortgagee,  for  indemnity,  purchased  at  sher- 
iff's sale  the  equity  of  redemption,  and  paid  the  debt  he 
was  bound  as  surety  to  pay,  he  was  held  not  to  be  liable 
for  the  penalty  on  refusal  to  acknowledge  satisfaction  of 
the  mortgage.® 

Illustrations.  —  In  an  action  for  the  cancellation  of  a 
mortgage,  and  for  the  damages  provided  by  the  statute  of 
Minnesota  for  a  refusal  by  a  mortgagee,  or  his  assigns,  to  dis- 
charge a  mortgage  the  conditions  of  which  have  been  fully 
performed,  the  mortgagee,  his  assignee,  and  another  person 
were  joined  as  defendants,  and  a  general  verdict  was  rendered 
against  all,  assessing  the  statutory  damages.  Held,  on  appeal, 
that  the  verdict  was  valid  against  the  assignee  only,  as  the 
party  in  whose  power  it  was  to  legally  discharge  the  mortgage: 
Galloway  v.  Litchjield,  8  Minn.  188.  A  statute  of  Missouri 
enacts  that  if  a  mortgagee,  having  received  satisfaction  of  the 
mortgage,  refuses,  on  request  of  the  mortgagor,  to  acknowledge 
satisfaction  thereof  on  the  record,  he  shall  be  subject  to  a 
penalty.  A  mortgagee  for  indemnity  purchased  at  a  sheriff's 
sale  the  equity  of  redemption  in  the  land  mortgaged  to  him, 
and  paid  the  debt  he  was  bound  us  surety  to  pay.  Having 
refused  on  request  to  acknowledge  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage 
on  the  record,  the  mortgagor  instituted  a  suit  for  the  penalty. 
Held,  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  recover:  Phelps  v.  Eelfe,  20 
Mo.  479. 


'  Ren  fro  v.  Adams,  62  Ala.  302. 
'^  Parkes  v.  Parker,  57  Mich.  57. 
-  Ewing  V.    Shelton,    24    Mo.    518; 
Galloway  v.  Litchfield,  8  Minn.  188. 


*  Renfro  v.  Adams,  62  Ala.  302. 

*  Phelps  V.  Relfe,  20  Mo.  479. 
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CHAPTER   CXLVI. 

REDEMPTION. 

§  3060.  Who  has  right  of. 

§  30G1.  Wlioii  it  may  bo  exercisotl. 

§  3002.  Proviso  mu.st  be  compliecl  with. 

§  3003.  Against  mortgagoe  iu  possosaion, 

§  3004.  Improvements  and  repairs. 

§  3065.  Expenses  of  management. 

§  3060.  Who  has  Right  of. — The  mortgagor  and  any 
other  person  who  has  any  lien  on  or  interest  in  the  land 
has,  as  a  rule,  the  right  to  redeem,  provided  his  claim  is 
in  privity  of  estate  with  the  mortgagor.'  Bo  it  has  been 
held  that  any  of  the  following  persons  may  exercise  the 
right,  viz.:  A  tenant  for  years;'^  a  tenant  in  dower;'  a 
tenant  by  the  curtesy;*  a  jointress;®  a  junior  mortgagee;' 
a  judgment  creditor;^  an  attaching  creditor  of  the  mort- 
gagor;^ a  judgment  creditor  of  an  heir  of  an  intestate 
mortgagor;"  a  married  woman  who  has  relinquished  her 
dower;'°  a  person  ^^sving  only  an  easement  in  the  land;" 


'  Moore  v.  Beasom,  44  N.  H.  215; 
Lyon  V.  Robbins,  45  Conn.  513;  Morsa 
V.  Smith,  83  111.  396;  Dings  v.  Parshall, 
7  Hun,  522;  Gatewoodr.  Gatewood,  75 
Va.  407;  Goodman  v.  White,  26  Conn. 
317;  Rice  v.  Nelson,  27  Iowa,  148. 

» Hamilton  v.  Dobbs,  19  N.  J.  Eq. 
227;  Bacon  v.  Bowdoin,  2  Met.  591. 

3  Trenholm  v.  Wilson,  43  S.  C.  174; 
Mills  V.  Van  Voorhies,  20  N.  Y.  412; 
Eaton  V.  Simonds,  14  Pick.  98;  Rossi- 
ter  V.  Cossitt,  15  N.  H.  38;  McCabe 
V.  Bellows,  7  Gray,  148;  66  Am.  Dec. 
467;  Opdyke  v.  Bartles,  11  N.  J.  Eq. 
133. 

*  Lamson  v.  Drake,  105  Mass.  564; 
Davis  V.  Wetherell,  13  Allen,  60;  90 
Am.  Dec.  177. 

*  Rice  V.  Puett,  81  Ind.  230. 

*  Smith  V.  Conner,  65  Ala.  371;  Lee 
V.  Stone,  5  Gill  &  J.  I;  23  Am.  Dec. 
589;  Duke  v.  Beeaon,  79  Ind.  24;  Frost 
V.  Yonkers  Savings  Bank,  70  N.  Y. 
553;  26  Am.  Rep.  627;  Rogers  v.  Her- 


ron,  92  HI.  583;  Lamb  v.  Jeflfrey,  41 
Mich.  719;  Ellsworth  v.  Lockwood, 
42  N.  Y.  89;  Frink  v.  Murphy,  21  Cal. 
108;  81  Am.  Dec.  149;  Johnson  v. 
Hosford,  110  Ind.  572;  Sterling  Mfg. 
Co.  V.  Early,  69  Iowa,  94. 

'  Schuck  V.  Gerlach,  101  HI.  .3,38; 
Lauriat  v.  Stratton,  9  Saw.  339;  Bel- 
den  V.  Slade,  20  Hun,  635;  Burton  v. 
Robinson,  9  Baxt.  304;  Bartleson  v. 
Thompson,  30  Minn.  161;  Worthing- 
ton  V.  Wilinot,  59  Miss.  008. 

"Briggs  V.  Davis,  108  Mass.  .322; 
Chandler  v.  Dyer,  37  Vt.  345;  Bridge- 
port V.  Blum,  43  Conn.  274.  But  the 
contrary  is  held  in  Missouri:  See 
Fisher  v.  Tallman,  74  Mo.  ,39. 

»  Willis  V.  Jelineck,  27  Minn.  18. 

»•  Davis  V.  Wetherell,  13  Allen,  60; 
90  Am.  Dec.  177;  Lamb  v.  Montague, 
112  Mass.  352;  Gatewood  v.  Gatewood, 
75  Va.  407. 

->  Bacon  v.  Bowdoin,  2  Met.  591;  22 
Pick.  401. 
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a  purcliaser  of  tlie  equity  of  rodeinptiou;'  an  assignee  of 
the  mortgage  when  also  a  judgment  creditor;*  the  heir  at 
law,  or  devisee  of  the  mortgagor;'  the  guardian  of  an  in- 
fant  heir;*  a  part  owner,  or  tenant  in  common;*  a  tenant 
for  life."  But  no  person  can  exercise  this  right  unless  he 
is  entitled  to  the  legal  estate  of  the  mortgagor,  or  clainiis 
a  suhsisting  interest  under  it.'  So  one  claiming  merely 
under  a  contract  of  purchase  from  the  mortgagor  has  no 
right  to  redeem;*  nor  has  the  mortgagor  after  he  has 
conveyed  the  mortgaged  premises  by  deed  of  warranty  to 
a  third  person;"  nor  the  holder  of  a  tax  title,  where  he  is 
also  trustee  for  a  minor.'" 

§  3061.  When  it  may  be  Exercised. — Unless  the 
mortgagee  consent,  he  is  not  bound  to  accept  redemption 
before  i,he  date  stipulated  in  the  mortgage,  even  though 
the  debt,  with  interest  up  to  the  agreed  date,  and  costs,  bo 
tendered  to  him;"  though  if  no  objection  be  taken  to  thu 
prematurity  of  the  bill,  it  will  be  regarded  as  waived,  if 
the  debt  is  due  and  owing  when  the  case  is  heard  on  the 
merits.'^  If  the  proviso  for  red(jm])tion  be  expressed  to  bu 
on  or  before  a  certain  day,  rcdojnption  may  be  made  at 
any  time,  and  the  party  cannot  be  compelled  to  wait  and 
paj^  interest  until  the  day  named.''  When  foreclosure  luis 
been  duly  had,  the  right  to  redemption  is  barred  upon  the 
expiration  of  the  time  allowed  by  statute  for  its  exercise.'* 

'  Rogers  t'.  Meyers,  68  111.  92;  White     Ala.  330;  Scott  v.  Henry,  13  Ark.  112; 
V.  Bond,  IG  Mass.  400;  Scott  v.  Henry,     Urant  v.  Duaue,  9  Johns.  612. 


13  Ark.  112;  Pundurson  v.  Brown,  1 
Day,  93;  2  Am.  Dec.  53;  Harms  v.  Tal- 
iner,  73  Iowa,  440;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  091. 

■■'  Skinner  r.  Miller,  5  Litt.  84. 

sZugel  V.  Kuster,  51  Wis.  31;  Pym 
V.  Bowernian,  3  Swanst.  241,  note;  Hun- 
ter v.  Dennis,  112  111.  508. 

*  Pardee  v.  Van  Anken,  3  Barb.  534, 

*  Taylor  v.  Porter,  7  Mass.  355; 
Merritt  v.  Hosmer,  ll  Gray,  270;  71 
Am.  Dec.  713;  Lyon  v.  Robbins,  45 
Conn.  513;  Norton  v.  Tharp,  53  Mich. 
146. 

*  Lamson  v.  Drake,  105  Mass.  564. 


Rogers  v.  Rutter,  11  Gray,  410; 
Dukes  7'.  Turner,  44  Iowa,  575. 

»  Phillips  V.  Leavitt,  54  Me.  405. 

'*  Witt  V.  Mewhirter,  57  Iowa,  54.5. 

"  Moore  v.  Cord,  14  \\\9.  213;  Abhe 
V.  Goodwui,  7  Conn    ,'1, , 

'•■'  Stiiichd'  Id?'.  ^    lUikoii,  >  i  Me.  567. 

13  Tuck,  r  '  e,  2  Dev.  &  B.  Eq. 
289;  Mat  iuaudCherr\     treets, 

lOWenc 

'*  May  Farmers' Bank,  44  Iowa, 

212;  Seligiiiaii  v.  L: nbheimer,  58  111, 
124;  Burley  v.  Fli  t,  105  U.  S.  247; 
Bugbee    v.    Howard,     32    Ala.    713; 


'  Rapier  v.  Gulf  City  Paper  Co.,  64    Wuiuer  v.  Heiutz,  17  111.  259. 
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But  a  contract  between  the  parties  extending  the  time  of 
redemption  beyond  the  period  limited  by  statute  will  be 
enforced,  and  a  redemption  allowed  within  the  time  stipu- 
lated in  the  agreed  extension;'  though  the  rights  of  a 
subsequent  encumbrancer  cannot  be  prejudiced  by  any 
such  arrangement;''  and  where  there  is  no  statute  to  the 
contrary,  redemjjtion  may  be  had  after  foreclosure  by  one 
entitled  to  redeem,  who  was  not  a  party  to  the  foreclosure 
suit.'^  Under  a  mortgage  with  a  power  of  sale,  the  mort- 
gagor may,  after  breach  of  the  condition,  but  before  a  sale 
without  a  previous  tender,  bring  a  bill  to  redeem  the  land, 
offering  in  it  to  pay  what  is  due.* 

§  3062.  Proviso  must  be  Complied  with.  —  The  mort- 
gagee's claim  must  be  paid  in  full,  or  the  condition  of  the 
mortgage,  whatever  it  may  be,  must  be  fully  performed, 
before  the  party  is  entitled  to  redemption.*  But  where 
the  right  of  some  only  of  the  plaintiffs  to  redeem  is 
barred,  those  not  barred  are  entitled  to  redeem  their 
share  of  land  on  payment  of  their  proportion  of  the  debt.* 
Not  only  must  the  principal,  interest,  and  costs  be  paid, 
but  insurance  premiums  and  attorney's  leos,  if  provided 
for  in  the  mortgage,  must  be  included  in  the  offer  to  re- 
doom.'  And  a  purchaser  of  part  of  the  equity  of  redemp- 
tion cannot  redeem  that  part  by  paying  a  due  proportion 
of  the  mortgage  debt,  as  the  mortgagee  is  entitled  to 
retain  his  lien  on  the  whole  of  the  premises  until  the 
whole  of  his  claim  is  discharged/'     Where  the  mortgagor 


'  Cliaso  V.  McLellan,  49  Me.  375; 
Davis  V.  Dresback,  81  111.  31)3;  Peu- 
soiiuau  V.  PuUiaiii,  47  111.  58. 

^  Sager  v.  Tuppur,  .35  Mich.  134. 

^  Gower  v,  Winchester,  33  Iowa, 
303;  Mayer  v.  Farmers'  Bank,  44 
Iowa,  212;  Miner  v.  Beekmau,  50 
N.  Y.  337;  Pratt  v.  Frear,  13  Wis. 
4G2;  Wiley  v.  Ewing,  47  Ala.  418; 
Anson  v.  Anson,  20  Iowa,  55;  89  Am. 
Dec.  514;  Evana  v.  Pike,  118  U.  S.  241. 

*  Way  V.  Mullett,  143  Mass.  49. 

'^Ilyer    v.    Gass,    130    Mass.    227; 


Meacham  v.  Steele,  93  111.  135;  Lyoa 
V.  Hobbius,  45  Conn.  513;  Cuddeback 
V.  Detroy,  Gl  Cal.  80. 

6Rowell  V.  Jewett,  73  Me.  365; 
Bradley  v.  George,  2  Allen,  392. 

'  Harper  y.  Ely,  70  111.  581;  Hosford 
V.  Johnson,  74  Ind.  479;  Montague  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  242. 

"  Eiseman  v.  Finch,  79  Ind.  511; 
Meacham  v.  Steele,  93  111.  135;  Howell 
V.  Jewett,  73  Me.  365;  Merritt  v. 
Hosmer,  ll  Gray,  27(3;  71  Am.  Deo. 
713. 
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brings  his  bill  to  redeem,  the  mortgagee  is  entitled  to  be 
paid  all  sums  he  may  have  advanced  for  the  purpose  of 
satiijfying  a  prior  encumbrance.*  And  after  the  property 
has  been  sold  under  foreclosure,  any  person  claiming  to 
exercise  the  right  to  redeem  must  pay  not  only  the  amount 
of  the  sale,  but  the  whole  amount  of  the  mortgage  debt.'^ 
And  a  junior  mortgagee  seeking  to  redeem  a  prior  mort- 
gage must  redeem  it  entirely.'  The  mortgagor  must  also 
pay  all  further  advances  which  may  have  been  made  to 
him,  with  interest,  and  all  assessments  for  public  improve- 
ments and  taxes  paid  by  the  mortgagee  are  chargeable 
against  one  claiming  to  redeem.* 

§  3063.  Against  Mortgagee  in  Possession. — When  the 
mortgagee  has  taken  possession  of  the  premises,  and  gone 
into  receipt  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  he  is  liable  to 
account  for  them  in  equity,*^  and  upon  redemption  must 
apply  them  in  or  towards  satisfaction  of  the  principal 
and  interest  owing  on  the  mortgage,  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  all  necessary  and  proper  allowances  made  by 
him  in  the  management  of  the  property."  The  mort- 
gagee's liability  thus  to  account  arises  from  the  equitable 
rule  of  considering  him  as  occupying  the  position  of 
trustee  towards  the  mortgagor  or  other  person  interested 
in  the  equity  of  redemption,  and  that  the  xents  and  prof- 
its constitute  a  trust  fund  applicable  to  the  payment  of 


*  Moshier  v.  Norton,  'v»  111.  519; 
Redmond  v.  Burroughs,  GA  N.  C.  242; 
Grigg  V.  Banks,  59  Ala.  311;  Mc- 
Corniick  v.  Knox,  105  U.  S.  122; 
Sideuberd  v.  Ely,  90  N.  Y.  257;  43 
Am.  Rep.  1G3. 

«  Riiynor  v.  Selmea,  52  N.  Y.  579; 
Iowa  County  v.  Beeson,  55  Iowa,  262; 
Robinson  v.  Ryan,  25  N.  Y.  320; 
Martin  V.  Fridley,  23  Minn.  13. 

^  Kuowles  V.  Rablin,  20  Iowa,  101; 
Smith  V.  Conner,  C5  Ala.  371. 

*  Ogle  V.  Shiy,  1  A.  K.  Marsh.  287; 
MoCormick  v.  Knox,  105  U.  S.  122; 
■Strung    V.    Burdick,    52    Iowa,    630; 


Kortright  v.  Cady,  23  Barb.  490;  78 
Am.  Dec.  145. 

*  Hubbell  V.  Moulaon,  53  N.  Y.  225; 
13  Am.  Rep.  519;  Seaveri-.  Durant,  liO 
Vt.  103;  Toomer  v.  Randolph,  60  Ala. 
356;  Harrison  v.  VVyse,  24  Conu.  1; 
63  Am.  Dec.  151. 

"Wood  V.  Whelen,  93  Hi.  153; 
Dawson  v.  Drake,  30  N.  J.  Eq.  601; 
Haskins  v.  Hawkes,  108  Mass.  379; 
Milliken  v.  Bailey,  61  Me.  316;  Chap- 
man V.  Porter,  69  N.  Y.  276;  Wat- 
ford V.  Gates,  57  Ala.  290;  Caldwell 
V.  Hall,  49  Ark.  50S;  4  Am.  St.  Rup. 
64. 
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the  mortgage  debt.'  And  the  amount  payable  on  redemp- 
tion is  the  bahmce  remaining  unpaid  after  crediting  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  rents  and  profits  against  the  amount 
of  the  principal,  interest,  and  costs  due  on  the  mortgage.'* 
Possession  before  the  law  day  renders  the  mortgagee 
equally  liable  to  account  as  possession  after  that  day.' 
And  an  equitable  mortgagee  must  account  the  same  as 
the  holder  of  a  legal  mortgage.'*  The  mortgagee  is  liable  to 
account  for  fair  and  reasonable  rents  and  profits  from  the 
time  of  his  actually  taking  possession,^  and  which  include 
not  only  such  rents  and  profits  as  he  may  have  actually  col- 
lected, but  also  such  as  he  might  have  collected  but  for  his 
own  fraud,  default,  or  gross  negligence.*  ,".  mortgagee  in 
possession  is  regarded  as  owner,  and  as  such  is  account- 
able for  the  profits  which  a  reasonably  provident  and 
prudent  owner  would  have  made.'^  The  value  of  the 
property  when  the  mortgagee  took  possession,  and  not 
the  increased  value  arising  from  improvements  made  by 
him,  is  the  basis  upon  which  the  rents  are  to  be  esti- 
mated.* Damage  done  to  the  property  by  a  tenant  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  mortgagee,  and  provided  the 
tenant  was  one  to  whom  the  estate  might  properly  be 
leased,  is  not  chargeable  against  the  mortgagee;  nor  is 
he  liable  for  wood  cut  and  used  on  the  premises  for  fire- 
wood and  repairs  by  such  tenant.'  Unless  the  property 
be  an  insuflicieiit  security,  the  mortgagee  is  not  entitled 
to  open  and  work  mines  or  cut  timber,  and  if  he  does  so, 


*  Hunt  V.  Maynard,  6  Pick.  489; 
Bell  V.  Mayor  etc.,  10  Paige,  40; 
Downs  V.  Hopkins,  65  Ala.  SOS;  Hub- 
bell  V.  Moulson,  53  N.  Y.  225;  13  Am. 
Rep.  519. 

•^  Moshier  v.  Norton,  100  111.  63; 
Harrison  v.  Wyse,  24  Conn.  1;  63 
Am.  Dec.  151;  McConnel  v.  Holobusb, 


62  Me.  574;  Sanders  v.  Wilson,  34  Vt. 
318;  Daniel  v.  Coker,  70  Ala.  260. 

"Dozier  v.  Mitchell,  65  Ala.  511; 
Greer  v.  Turner,  36  Ark.  17;  Wor- 
tbington  v.  Wilniot,  59  Miss.  608; 
Mosier  v.  Norton,  83  111.  519;  Dawson 
V.  Drake,  .30  N.  J.  Eq.  601. 

'  Sbaeffer  v.  Chambers,  6  N.  J.  Eq. 


11  111.  61;  Walton  v.  Withington,  9  548;   47  Am.  Dec.  211;   Montague  v. 

Mo.  645.  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  242;    Clark  v. 

'  Koss  V.  Boardman,  22  Hun,  527;  Finlon,  90  111.  245. 

Davis  V.  Lasaiter,  20  Ala.  561.  «  Dozier  v.  Mitchell,   65  Ala.    511; 

*  Brayton  v.  Jones,  5  Wis.  117.  Raynor  v.  Raynor,  21  Hun,  36. 

*Baruett  v.    Nelson,  54  Iowa,  41;  »  Hubbard  v.  Shaw,  12  Allen,   120; 

37  Am.  Rep.  183;  Dela  v.  Stauwood,  Onderdonk  v.  Gray,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  65. 
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he  will  be  chargeable  with  the  gross  receipts,  and  allowed 
nothing  for  expenses.*  But  he  is  not  bound  to  engage  in 
speculation  or  adventure  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagor, 
or  to  spend  more  than  a  prudent  owner  would  do  under 
the  circumstances.  And  where  he  personally  occupies 
the  premises,  or  any  portion  of  them,  he  is  chargeable 
with  a  fair  rent  for  so  much  as  he  occupies.''  A  mort- 
gagor is  entitled  to  all  rents  and  profits  accruing  after 
tender  of  redemption.^ 

§3064.  Improvements  and  Repairs. — A  mortgagee  in 
possession  is  bound  to  keep  the  property  in  jDroper  repair, 
and  is  liable  for  any  neglect  of  his  duty  in  this  respect, 
without  regard  to  the  motives  of  his  conduct.*  For  the 
cost  of  all  necessary  and  proper  repairs  he  will  be  allowed 
in  his  accounts,  although  such  cost  may  exceed  the 
amount  of  the  income  from  the  property;*  but  for  merely 
ornamental  or  costly  and  permanent  improvements  the 
mortgagee  will  not  be  allowed,  unless  the  expenditure  was 
incurred  with  the  consent  of  the  mortgagor,  or  he  othur- 
wise  acquiesced  therein.**  When  the  purchaser  under  the 
foreclosure  of  a  senior  mortgage  makes  permanent  im- 
provements in  good  faith,  with  the  consent,  express  or  im- 
plied, of  a  junior  encumbrancer,  who  was  not  a  party  to 
the  foreclosure,  the  latter,  on  redeeming,  must  pay  for  the 
improvements.^ 

§  3065.  Expenses  of  Management. — When  the  mort- 
gagee in  possession  manages  the  estate  himself,  he  is  not 
allowed  to  charge  for  his  own  time  and  trouble  in  the 


1  Irwin  V.  Davidson,  3  Ired.  Eq.  311. 

»  Sanders  v.  Wilson,  34  Vt.  318. 

*  Parmer  v.  Parmer,  74  Ala.  285. 

♦Cumber  v.  Gilman,  15  111.  381; 
Dozier  v.  Mitchell,  65  Ala.  511;  Mo- 
shier  t\  Norton,  100  111.  G3;  Barnett  v. 
Nelson,  54  Iowa,  41;  37  Am,  Rep.  183. 

^  Hosford  V.  Johnson,  74  Ind.  479; 
Adkina  v.  Lewis,  5  Or.  292;  Harper's 
Appeal,  64  Pa.  St.  315;  Barthell  v. 
Syverson,  54  Iowa,  160;  Rowell  v. 
Jewett,  73  Me.  365. 


6  Hidden  v.  Jordan,  32  Cal.  397; 
Harper's  Appeal,  64  Pa.  St.  315; 
Miner  v.  Beekman,  50  N.  Y.  337; 
McSorley  v.  Lavissa,  100  Mass.  270; 
Hubbell  V.  Moulson,  53  N.  Y.  225;  13 
Am.  Rep.  519;  Troost  v.  Davis,  31 
Ind.  34;  Roberts  v.  Fleming,  53  111. 
196. 

'  American  Button  Hole  etc.  Co.  v. 
Burlington  Mutual  Loan  Association, 
68  Iowa,  326. 
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matter.^  And  this  is  so,  notwithstanding  that  he  may  have 
agreed  with  the  mortgagor  to  the  contrary,  when  the 
rights  of  third  parties  would  he  affected;'-^  but  he  may  ap- 
point an  agent  to  collect  the  rents,  and  may  be  allowed  in 
his  accounts  for  the  fees  and  commissions  of  such  agent 
in  so  doing."  In  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts,  however, 
the  rule  appears  to  be  different,  and  in  those  states  it  is 
held  that  the  mortgagee  in  possession  is  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  his  personal  services  in  renting  the  prem- 
ises and  collecting  the  rents.*  And  in  New  York  it  is 
held  that  there  is  no  fixed  rule  on  the  subject,  but  that  it 
is  a  matter  for  the  discretion  of  the  court  or  referee  trying 
the  action.^  As  to  disbursements  generally,  made  by 
the  mortgagee  in  possession,  and  necessary  for  the  pres- 
ervation and  protection  of  the  property,  he  is  entitled  to 
charge  them  against  rents  and  profits,  or  against  the  pro- 
ceeds of  a  sale,  as  may  be  necessary.®  As  to  taxes,  assess- 
ments, and  similar  liens,  the  rule  is,  that  when  the 
mortgagor  refuses  or  neglects  to  pay  them,  the  mortgagee 
is  entitled  to  do  so,  and  to  be  reimbursed  on  redemption.^ 
When  the  mortgage  provides  for  the  property  being  in- 
sured by  the  mortgagor,  and  he  neglects  to  do  so,  the 
mortgagee  in  possession  is  entitled  to  effect  the  insurance, 
and  charge  the  amount  against  rents  collecied,**  and  the 
mortgagee's  assignee  has  the  same  rights  in  these  respects 
as  the  mortgagee  himself."  In  taking  the  account  be- 
tween the  mortgagee  and  mortgagor,  the  rents  and  profits 


'  Venderhaise  v.  Hu^iies,  13  N.  J. 
Eq.  410;  Eaton  v.  Simonds,  14  Pick. 
105;  .\..)ore  v.  Cable,  1  Johns.  Ch.  3S8. 

'■'Elmer  v.  Loper,  25  N.  J.  Eq. 
482. 


Y.  414j   Dozier  v.  Mitchell,   05  Ala. 
511. 

'  Davis  V.  Bean,  114  Mass.  SCO; 
Sideuberg  v.  Ely,  90  N.  Y.  257;  43 
Am.  Rep.   163;  Harper  v.  Ely,  70  III. 


'Hubbard  v.  Shaw,  12  Allen,  120;     581;  Leland  w.  Collver,  34  Mich.  418; 


Harper  v.  Ely,  70  111.  581. 


Allison  V.  Armstrong:,  28  Minn.  270; 


*  Waterman  V.  Curtis,  26  Conn.  241 ;  41  Am.  Rep.  281;  Matter  of  Bogart, 
Montague  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass.  242;  28  Hun,  460;  Williams  v.  Townsend,  31 
Gerrish    v._  Black,    104    Mass.    400;    N.  Y.  414. 

^  Carr  v.  Hodge,  130  Mass.  55;  Hoa- 
ford  V.  Johnson,  74  Ind.  479;  Allen  v. 


Tucker  v.  Buffum,  16  Pick.  46. 
*  Green  v.  Lamb,  24  Hun,  87. 
^Cazenove?;.  Cutler,   4   Met.   246;     Watertown  Ins.  Co.,  132  Mass.  480. 


Rowan  v.  Sharp's  Rifle  Mfg.  Co.,  29 
Conn.  282;  Marshall  v.  Daviea,  78  N. 


^  Montague  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  124  Mass. 
242. 
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should  first  be  charged  against  the  interest  accruing  for  a 
like  period  as  such  rents  and  the  balance  in  reduction  of 
the  principal.*  If  the  rents  exceed  the  interest,  rests 
should  be  made,  and  interest  allowed  on  the  surplus.'^ 
Simple  interest  only  will  be  allowed  upon  the  debt,  and 
the  mortgagor  in  a  redemption  suit  is  not  chargeable  with 
compound  interest,  even  thougli  the  note  secured  by  the 
mortgage  may  in  terms  require  it.'^  The  rule  as  to  rests 
is  as  follows:  1.  State  the  gross  rents  received  by  mort- 
gagee to  the  end  of  the  period  for  making  the  rest;  2. 
State  the  sums  paid  by  him  for  repairs,  taxes,  insurance, 
and  a  commission  for  collecting  the  rents  during  the  same 
period,  and  the  balance  will  show  the  net  rents  to  the  end 
of  the  year;  3.  Compute  the  interest  on  the  note  for  the 
period,  add  it  to  the  principal,  and  the  amount  will  show 
the  sum  due  thereon  at  tlie  end  of  the  period;  4.  If  the 
net  rent  exceeds  the  interest  on  the  note,  deduct  that  rent 
from  the  total  amount  due,  and  the  balance  will  show  the 
amount  due  at  the  end  of  the  period;  5.  At  the  end  of 
the  second  period,  go  through  tlio  same  process,  taking  the 
amount  due  at  the  beginning  of  the  period  as  the  new 
capital  to  compute  the  interest  upon;  and  so  on  up  to  the 
time  of  judgment.*  The  rate  at  which  interest  is  to  be 
charged  up  to  the  date  of  judgment  is  that  which  the  par- 
ties have  agreed  on,  but  after  judgment  the  legal  rate  is 
substituted  for  the  rate  contracted  for.* 


iBlum  V.  Mitchell,  59  Ala.  535; 
Elmer  v.  Loper,  25  N.  J.  Eq.  475; 
Gladding  v.  Warner,  .36  Vt.  54. 

« Green  v.  Wescott,  13  Wis.  606; 
Reed  v.  Reed,  10  Pick.  398;  Greer  v. 
Turner,  36  Ark.  17;  Moshier  v.  Nor- 
ton, 100  111.  63;  Shaeffer  v.  Cham- 
bers, 6  N.  J.  Eq.  548;  47  Am.  Dec. 
211. 

*  Parkhurst  v.  Ciimminga,  56  Me. 
155;  Reed  v.  Reed,  10  Pick.  398. 

*  Van  Vronker  v.  Eastman,  7  Met. 
157;  Jencks  v.  Alexander,  11  Paige, 
625;  Snavely  v.  Pickle,  20  Gratt.  27; 
Staton  V.  Bryant,  55  Miss.  261.  See 
ante,  Title  Contracts,  Interest. 


*  Corcoran  v.  Doll,  32  Cal.  82;  Cecil 
V.  Hicks,  39  Gratt.  1;  26  Am.  Rep. 
391;  Overton  v.  Bolton,  9  Heisk.  702; 
24  Am.  Rep.  367;  Union  lust.  v.  Bos- 
ton, 129  Mass.  82;  37  Am.  Rep.  305; 
Shaw  V.  Rigby,  84  lud.  375;  43  Am. 
Rep.  96;  Monnett  v.  Sturges,  25  Ohio 
St.  384;  Seymour  v.  Continental  Ins. 
Co.,  44  Conn.  300;  26  Am.  Rep.  469; 
Mobley  v.  Davega,  16  S.  C.  73;  42 
Am.  Rep.  632;  Duran  v.  Ayer,  67  Me. 
145;  Holden  v.  Trust  Co.,  100  U.  S. 
72;  Burnes  v.  Anderson,  68  Ind.  202; 
.34  Am.  Rep.  250;  Ritter  v.  Phillips,  53 
N.  Y.  586;  Taylor  v.  Wing,  84  N.  Y. 
471. 
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CHAPTER  CXLVII. 

FORECLOSURE. 

§  3066.  In  general. 

§  .3067.  When  right  arises. 

§  3068.  By  whom  may  be  exercised. 

§  3069.  Operation  of  decree. 

§  3070.  Title  passes  by  deed  thereunder. 

§  3071.  Delivery  of  possession  to  purchaser. 

§  3072.  Right  to  pursue  concurrent  remedies. 

§  3073.  Deficiency  after  sale. 

§  3074.  Eiiect  of  mortgagor's  bankruptcy. 

§  3066.  In  General. — Strict  foreclosure  is  the  shutting 
off  or  foreclosing  of  the  rights  of  the  mortgagor  or  other 
owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption  in  the  mortgaged  es- 
tate, and  by  means  whereof  the  mortgagee  becomes  abso- 
lutely entitled  to  the  property  both  at  law  and  in  equity.^ 
Its  effect  is  to  extinguish  the  right  of  redemption,  and  to 
vest  the  absolute  title  in  the  mortgagee  without  any  sale, 
and  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the  property.''  The 
doctrine  is  founded  upon  the  principle  that  it  is  inequi- 
table for  the  mortgagee  to  be  compelled  to  remain  forever 
liable  to  account  or  to  be  perpetually  caring  for  and  man- 
aging the  property,  subject  ahvays  to  the  liability  to  hand 
it  over  to  the  mortgagor  whenever  he  might  think  fit  to 
come  in  and  pay  off  the  mortgage;  but  that  the  mortgagor 
should  have  a  fair  and  reasonable  time  given  him  to  dis- 
charge the  debt,  and  failing  his  doing  so,  he  should  be 
deprived  of  his  right  to  redeem  or  in  any  way  to  interfere 
with  the  mortgagee  in  his  absolute  enjoyment  of  the  prop- 
erty.'   This  proceeding  of  strict  foreclosure  is  still  the 


1  Ross  V.  ShurtleflF,  55  Vt.  177;  Brad- 
ley V.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  Pa.  St.  149; 
Schenck  v.  Conover,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  220; 
78  Am.  Dec.  95.  Strict  foreclosure  is 
not  recognized  in  California:  McMillan 
V.  Richards,  9  Cal.  365;  70  Am.  Dec.  655. 


»  BoUes  V.  DufiF.  43  N.  Y.  474;  John- 
son V.  Donnell,  15  111.  97. 

»  Stoddard  v.  Forbes,  13  Iowa,  296; 
Johnson  v.  Donnell,  15  111.  97;  Swift 
V,  Edson,  5  Conn.  631. 
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proper  remedy  in  some  cases;  but  in  general  it  is  to  be 
adopted  only  where  required  by  the  interests  of  both  par- 
ties/ The  usual  method  of  foreclosure  is  by  a  sale  of  the 
property  at  public  auction  under  the  decree  made  in  the 
foreclosure  suit,  the  purchase-money  being  applied  in  dis- 
charging the  encumbrances,  and  the  balance,  if  any, 
paid  over  to  the  mortgagor.*  But  the  mode  in  which 
foreclosure  is  effected  is  so  different  both  in  principle 
and  detail  in  the  various  states  and  territories  of  tlie 
Union  that  special  reference  to  them  would  be  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  chapter.^  When  the  mode  of  foreclosure 
is  prescribed  by  statute,  the  statute  must  be  strictly  fol- 
lowed, and  an  agreement  to  subtilitute  any  other  mode 
will  not  be  regarded/ 


§  3067.  When  Right  Arises. — The  right  of  foreclosure 
arises  as  soon  as  the  condition  of  the  defeasance  is  broken.* 
Such  a  breach  occurs  when  the  note  is  made  payable  by 
installments,  and  default  is  made  in  payment  of  an  install- 
ment;' and  if  the  mortgage  is  to  secure  several  notes  pay- 
able at  different  dates,  a  failure  to  pay  any  note  as  it 
becomes  due  will  entitle  the  mortgagee  to  foreclose,  if  the 
condition  provides  that  the  mortgage  shall  be  null  and 
void  on  the  punctual  payment  of  all  the  notes  as  they  be- 


1  Stephens  v.  Biclmell,  27  111.  444; 
81  Am.  Dec.  242;  Ross  t\  Boanlman, 
22  Hun,  527;  Bean  v.  Whitcomb,  13 
Wis.  431;  Goodeuow  ?;.  Ewer,  l(i  Cal. 
461;  76  Am.  Dec.  540;  Boyer  v.  Boyer, 
89  111.  447;  Shaw  v.  Heisoy,  48  Iowa, 
468;  Bresnahan  v.  Bresuahan,  46  Wis. 
385;  O'Fallon  v.  Cloptou,  89  Mo.  284; 
Griesbaum  v.  Banm.  18  111.  App.  614. 

'*  Langdon  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  Vt.  613; 
Lansing  v.  Goelet,  9  Cow.  352;  Hig- 
gins  V.  West,  5  Ohio,  554;  Wilder  v. 
Haughey,  21  Minn.  101;  Kyger  v. 
Ruby,  2  Neb.  20;  Beloe  v.  Rogers,  9 
Cal.  123;  Dubose  o.  Dubose,  7  Ala.  235; 
42  Am.  Dec.  588. 

^  The  subject  is  fully  treated  iu 
2  Jones  on  Mo''tgages,  3d  ed.,  aeca. 
1317-1366. 


*  Buckner  v.  Sessions,  27  Ark.  225; 
Monadnock  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Felt,  52  N.  H. 
387;  Holmes  v.  Taylor,  48  Ind.  ICi); 
Champenois  v.  Fort,  45  Miss.  355; 
Reading  v.  Waterman,  46  Mich.  107; 
Martin  v.  Somerville  Water  Power 
Co.,  27  How.  Pr.  161;  McQuat  v.  Cath- 
cart,  84  Ind.  567;  Chase  v.  McLellaa, 
49  Me.  375. 

*  Richards  v.  Holmes,  18  How.  143; 
West  Branch  Bank  v.  Chester,  1 1  Pa. 
St.  282;  51  Am.  Dec.  547;  Pomeroy  v. 
Winship,  12  Mass.  513;  7  Am.  Dec.  91. 

*  Adams  v.  Essex,  1  Bibb,  149;  4 
Am.  Dec.  623;  Estabrook  i\  Moulton, 
9  Mass.  258;  Johnson  v.  Buckhaults, 
77  Ala.  276;  Hatcher  v.  Chancey,  71 
Ga.  689;  McClelland  v.  Bishop,  42 
Ohio  St.  113. 


4974 


4975 


FORECLOSURE. 


C0G7 


is  to  be 
both  par- 
ile  of  the 
ie  in  the 
id  in  dis- 

if  any, 
in  which 
principle 
s  of  tlie 
*  beyond 
reclosure 
ictly  fol- 
er  mode 


reclosure 
broken.' 
^''able  by 
1  install- 
)tes  pay- 
)te  as  it 
36,  if  the 
mil  and 
they  be- 

'  Ark.  225; 
t,  52  N.  H. 
Iiul.  ]G9; 
Miss.  355; 
Mich.  107; 
ter  Power 
lat  V.  Cath- 
McLellan, 

How.  143; 
ter,  11  Pa. 
'onieroy  v, 
1.  Dec.  91. 
•b,  149;  4 
Moulton, 
iickhaults, 
lancey,  71 
(ishop,   42 


come  due;*  also,  default  in  payment  of  interest,  though  the 
principal  be  not  due,  is  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  the  right 
to  foreclose.^  But  if  there  is  no  stipulation  forfeiting  the 
estate  on  failure  to  pay  any  installment  of  the  debt,  the 
mortgagee,  as  a  rule,  must  wait  until  the  maturity  of 
the  last  installment  before  foreclosing.''  Where  the  mort- 
gage debt  is  made  payable  on  demand,  no  demand  is 
necessary,  and  foreclosure  may  be  brought  at  once.*  The 
parties  may  stipulate  that  upon  failure  to  pay  any  in- 
stallment of  the  debt,  or  the  taxes,  or  interest,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  debt  shall  become  due,  and  in  such  cases, 
upon  breach  of  the  condition,  the  right  to  foreclose  fol- 
lows.^ An  indemnity  mortgage  cannot  be  foreclosed  until 
the  surety  has  in  some  way  been  damnified."  Where  a 
conveyance  absolute  in  form  is  in  fact  a  mortgage,  a 
foreclosure  may  be  had  as  though  the  mortgage  were  such 
in  formj 

Illustrations.— M.  engaged  L.  to  furnish  money  to  buy  up 
a  mortgage  against  M.,  with  an  agreement  that  M.  would 
execute  a  new  mortgage  to  secure  the  money  advanced,  and 
after  the  purchase  of  the  old  mortgage  by  L.,  M.  refused  to 
execute  a  new  one  to  secure  the  money  advanced.  Held,  that 
L.  might  foreclose  and  enforce  the  old  mortgage:  Lochvood  v. 
Marsh,  3  Nev.  138.     A  mortgage  purporting  to  be  for  money 

*Hosic  V.  Gray,  71  Pa.  St.  198; 
O'Conner  v.  Shipman,  48  How.  Pr. 
126;  Sfcillwell  v.  Adams,  29  Ark.  340; 
Poweshiek  County  v.  Dennison,  36 
Iowa,  244;  U  Am.  P.ep.  521;  Mow- 
bray V.  Leckie,  42  Md.  474;  Magruder 
V.  Eggleston,  41  Miss.  284;  Savannah 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lancaster,  02  Ala.  555, 
Wisner  v.  Chamberlin,  117  111.  568; 
Buchanan  v,  Berkshire  Life  Ins.  Co., 
96  Ind.  510. 

•  Nat.  St.  Bank  v.  Davis,  24  Ohio  St. 
190;  Ketchum  v.  Quincy,  23  Conn. 
123;  Ross  v.  Worthington,  11  Minn. 
438;  87  Am.  Dec.  95;  Francis  v.  Por- 
ter, 7  Ind.  213;  Butler  v.  Ladue,  12 
Mich.  178.  And  compare  Griswold  v. 
Barker,  57  Vt.  53;  Malott  v.  Goff.  96 
Ind.  496;  Reynolds  v.  Shirk,  98  Ind. 
480. 

'  Lyon  V.  Powell,  78  Ala.  351. 


'  McLean  v.  Presley,  56  Ala.  21  Ij 
Gibbons  v.  Hoag,  95  III,  45. 

^  Austin  V.  Burbank,  2  Day,  474;  2 
Am.  Dec.  119;  Dederick  v.  Barber,  44 
Mich.  19;  Doran  v.  Dickerson,  33 
N.  J.  Eq.  388;  Roddy  v.  Williams, 
3  Jonea  1;  Brodribb  v.  Tibbets, 
58  Cal.  6;  Butler  v.  Blackman,  45 
Conn.  159.  But  see  Adams  v.  Ruth- 
erford, 13  Or.  78;  Hoodless  v.  Reid, 
112  III.  105;  Scheibe  v.  Kennedy,  64 
Wis.  564;  Lowenstein  v.  Phelan,  17 
Nelx  429;  Dean  v.  Applegarth,  65  Cal. 
391. 

*  Brodribb  v.  Tibbets,  58  Cal.  6; 
Harshaw  v.  McKesson,  66  N.  0. 
266. 

*  Union  etc.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Curtis,  35 
Ohio  St.  357;  Gillett  v.  Balcom,  6 
Barb.  370.  But  see  Bolman  v.  Leh- 
man, 79  Ala.  63. 
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lent  was  made  payable  on  demand,  interest  payable  semi-an- 
nually. There  was  a  provision  for  foreclosure  in  case  of  a  fail- 
ure to  pay  interest,  and  it  was  declared  that  on  the  mortgagee's 
death,  the  money  lent  should  belong  to  the  mortgagor.  Held, 
that  a  foreclosure  was  contemplated  only  in  the  event  of  default 
in  paying  interest:  Bolman  v.  Lohman,  79  Ala.  63.  A  mort- 
gage given  to  secure  a  third  person's  note  stipulated  that  the 
mortgagee  "  should  not  institute  any  proceedings  to  foreclose  " 
until  the  maker  and  indorser  had  been  sued.  Held,  that  ho 
could  not  take  possession  or  maintain  ejectment  until  this  was 
done:  Grandin  v.  Hurt,  80  Ala.  116. 

§  3068.  By  Whom  may  be  Exercised.  —  All  parties 
interested  in  the  mortgage  money  must  be  joined  as 
plaintiffs,  unless  they  are  very  numerous,  when,  for  the 
sake  of  convenience,  one  or  more  may  bring  the  suit  on 
behalf  of  all.^  The  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased 
mortgagee,  and  not  his  heirs,  are  the  proper  parties  plain- 
tiff.'^ Where  there  are  joint  mortgagees,  upon  the  deatli 
of  one  of  them,  the  survivor  alone  should  sue,  unless  it 
appears  that  some  other  person  is  interested.'  A  mort- 
gagee who  has  mortgaged  his  mortgage  is  a  necessary 
party,  but  not  if  he  has  absolutely  assigned  it.*  Though 
a  junior  mortgagee  is  a  party  to  a  suit  to  foreclose  asenior 
mortgage,  he  is  not  thereby  estopped  from  afterwards 
foreclosing  his  own  mortgage.^  Where  two  mortgages  on 
the  same  property  are  given  at  the  same  time  to  different 

iHinson  v.  Adrian,    86  N.   C.    61;  » Williama  v.    Hilton,  35  Me.  547; 

Pine  V.    Shannon,  :W  N.  J.  Eq.  501;  58  Am.     Dec.    729;  Higgs  v.  Hanson, 

Emigrant  etc.  Bank  v.  Goldman,  75  13  Nev.  356;   Freeman  v.    Schotield, 

N.    Y.    127;    Mason  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  52  16  N.  J.  Eq.  28;  McAllister  v.  Plaut, 

Me.    82;  Duffy  v.    Duncan,  ;i2  Barb.  54  Miss.  106. 

587;  Metropolitan  Trust  Co.  v.  R.  R.  *  Miller  v.  Henderson,  10  N.  J.  Eq. 

Co.,  18  Abb.  N.  C.  368;  Chicago  and  ,320;  Whitney  v.  McKinney,  7  Johns. 

Great   Western  R.    R.   Laud    Co.  v.  Ch.    144;     Newman  v.   Chapman,    2 


Peck,  112  111.  408. 

'■'  Merrin  v.  Lewis,  90  111.  505;  Griffin 
V.  Lovell,  42  Miss.  402;  Woodruff  v. 
Mutschler,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  33;  Grattan 
V.  Wiggins,  23  Cal.  16;  Procter  v. 
Robinson,  35  Mich.  284;  Etheridge  v. 
Vernoy,  71  N.  C.  184;  Dayton  v.  Day- 
ton,  7  111.  App.  136;  Osborne  v.  Tu- 
nis, 25  N.  J.  L.  633;  Plummer  v. 
Do>.„uty,  78  Me.  341;  Citizens'  Bank 
*.  Dayton,  116  111.  257. 


Rand.  93;  14  Am.  Dec.  766;  Hoyt  v. 
Martense,  16  N.  Y.  2»1;  Denby  v. 
Mellgrew,  58  Ala.  147;  Briggs  v. 
Hanuowald,  35  Mich.  474;  Prout 
V.  Hoge,  57  Ala.  28;  Belles  v.  Carli, 
12  Minn.  113;  Cerf  v.  Ashley,  68 
Cal.  419;  In  re  Gilbert,  104  N.  Y. 
200. 

^Coleman  v.   Witherspoon,  76  lud. 
285, 
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mortgagees  to  secure  separate  debts,  both  are  proper  par- 
ties plaintiff  to  the  suit;'  and  if  a  mortgage  to  secure  a 
partnership  debt  is  taken  in  the  name  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners, the  others  sliould  join  in  bringing  the  suit.'  But 
where  several  persons  take  a  mortgage  to  secure  a  separate 
debt  to  each,  all  made  payable  at  the  same  time,  the  holder 
of  any  one  of  the  obligations  can  bring  a  foreclosure  suit 
without  affecting  the  right  of  the  others.'  Where  a  wife 
holds  a  mortgage  as  her  own  separate  property,  her  hus- 
hand  is  not  a  proper  co-plaintiff.*  A  second  mortgagee, 
while  a  proner,  is  not  a  necessary  party  to  the  first  mort- 
gagee's foreclosure  suit.*  One  having  two  mortgages  upon 
the  same  property,  which  is  indivisible,  one  of  which  is 
due  and  the  other  not,  may  have  a  decree  of  foreclosure 
of  both." 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgage  was  from  a  corporation  to  trus- 
tees for  the  benefit  of  such  persons  as  should  thereafter  furnish 
materials.  Held,  that  any  one  of  the  material-men  might  en- 
force the  mortgage  to  the  extent  of  his  debt,  without  joining 
the  trustees  or  any  one  else,  unless  they  had  existing  interests 
which  required  to  be  adjusted:  Tyler  v.  YreJca  etc.  Co.,  14  Cal. 
212.  In  a  bill  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  assigned  to  A  and  B, 
wliich  is  filed  by  A  as  a  surviving  obligor,  held,  that  the  exe- 
cutor of  the  deceased  co-obligor  need  not  necessarily  be  joined 
as  a  complainant:  Freeman  v.  Scofield,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  28.  A 
mortgage  was  given  to  A  to  secure  the  support  of  himself  and 
Ills  wife.  After  A's  death  the  mortgagor  failed  to  support  the 
wife.  Held,  that  A's  administrator  was  the  proper  party  plain- 
tiff in  foreclosure:  Plummer  v.  Doiuihly,  78  Me.  341.  A  re- 
ceiver brought  a  suit  in  equity  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  given  to 
A  in  trust  for  B.  It  not  appearing  that  the  receiver  had  any 
legal  title,  held,  that  A  was  a  necessary  partv  plaintiff:  Tyson 
V.  Applegate,  40  N.  J.  Eq.  305. 

1  Shirkey  v.  Hanna,  .3  Black  f.  403; 
26  Am.  Dec.  426;  Pogue  v.  Clark,  25 
111.  351;  ^tna  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Finch, 
84Iiul.  301;  Cochran  v.  Goodell,  131 
Mass.  4G4;  Dial  v.  Gary,  14  S.  C.  573; 
37  Am.  Rep.  737. 

» De  GreiflF  ».  Wilson,  30  N.  J.  Eq. 
435;  Pomeroy  v.  Latting,  2  Allen,  221; 
Noyes  v.  Sawyer,  3  Vt.  160;  Sheldea 
V.  Bennett,  44  Mich.  6.34. 

•Moffittr.  Roche,  76Ind.  75;  Minor 
8U 


V.  Hill,  58  Ind.  176;  26  Am.  Rep.  71; 
Myera  v.  Wright,  33  111.  284;  Wiley 
V.  Pierson,  23  Tex.  486;  Isett  v.  Lucas, 
17  Iowa,  503;  85  Am.  Dec.  572;  Tyler 
V.  Yreka  etc.  Co.,  14  Cal.  212. 

*  Bartlett    v.    Boyd,     34    Vt.    256; 
Shockley  v.  Shockley,  20  Ind.  108. 

*  Douthit  V.  Hipp,  23  S.  C.  205. 

«  Hawkins  v.  Hill,   15  Cal.  499;  76 
Am.  Dec.  499. 
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§  3069.  Operation  of  Decree.—  The  decree  operates  as 
a  fiiuil  udjustment  of  the  rights  of  all  persons  who  mo 
l)roperly  made  parties  to  the  suit;  but  it  does  not  airoct 
those  who  have  been  erroneously  omitted.'  The  scope  of 
u  decree  in  foreclosure  is  to  determine  the  interests  in 
the  equity  of  redemption,  and  it  can  have  no  effect  upon 
rights  superior  to  those  of  the  mortgagor  and  mortgagee,- 
So  that  a  claim  to  dower  paramount  to  the  mortgage  can- 
not  be  adjudicated  upon  in  a  foreclosure  suit.^  But  the 
validity  of  the  decree,  however  erroneous,  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned on  collateral  attack.*  And  even  though  the  decree 
should  be  set  aside  for  error  or  irregularity,  so  long  as  the 
court  had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  and  the  par- 
ties, the  sale  under  the  decree  will  transfer  whatever  title 
the  mortgagor  had.'  Though  the  title  of  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser for  value  without  notice  cannot  be  affected  by 
any  error  in  the  decree,  yet  where  it  appeared  that  the 
mortgage  had  been  fraudulently  altered  so  as  to  embrace 
other  land,  it  was  held  that  the  decree  as  to  tliat  land  was 
erroneous,  and  passed  no  title  to  the  purchaser.'  Under 
the  general  principle  that  fraud  will  vitiate  anything,  a 
decree  obtained  by  fraud  is  void,  and  the  party  prejudi- 
cially affected  by  it  can  have  it  so  declared,  and  no  title 


»  Saunders  v.  Frost,  5  Pick.  259;  16 
Am.  Dec.  394;  Murrill  v.  Smith,  51 
Ala.  301;  Shores  v.  Scott  River  Co.,  21 
Cal.  135;  Potter  w.  Dooley,  55  Vt.  512; 
Gerrish  v.  Bragg,  55  Vt.  329;  Schriver 
V.  Schriver,  80  N.  Y.  575;  Sutfera  v. 
Johnson,  1  Paige,  450;  19  Am.  Dec. 
440;  Hunt  v.  Acre,  28  Ala.  580;  De 
Lashmutt  v.  Sellwood,  10  Or.  319; 
Payn  v.  Grant,  23  Hun,  1.34;  Emi- 
grant etc.  Ins.  Sav.  Bank  v.  Goldman, 
75  N.  Y.  127;  Thompson  v.  Paris,  G3 
N.  H.  421;  Barton  v.  Anderson,  104 
Ind.  578;  Craighead  v.  Dalton,  105 
Ind.  72. 

''■  Rathbone  v.  Hooney,  58  N.  Y. 
467;  Banning  v.  Bradford,  21  Minn. 
308;  18  Am.  Rep.  398;  Hecla  Fire 
Ins.   Co.  V.  Morrison,  56   Wis.    133; 


Helck  V.  Reinheimer,  105  N.  Y.  470; 
Weil  V.  Uzzell,  92  N.  C.  515. 

»  Lewis  V.  Smith,  9  N.  Y.  502;  61 
Am.  Dec.  706;  Wade  v.  Miller,  32 
N.  J.  L.  296;  Merchants'  Bank  v. 
Thompson,  55  N.  Y.  7;  Brackett  v. 
Baum,  59  N.  Y.  8. 

*  Burford  v.  Rosenfeld,  37  Tex.  42; 
Adams  v.  Cameron,  40  Mich.  TiUii; 
Brown  v.  Phillips,  40  Mich.  264;  .Mil- 
ler V.  Sharp,  49  Cal.  235;  Meyer  i. 
R.  R.  Co.,  3  Utah,  280. 

*  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Voorhees, 
1  McLean,  221;  Markcl  v.  Evans,  47 
Ind.  326;  Wood  v.  Johnson,  8  Wend. 
9;  22  Am.  Dec.  603. 

*  Horner  v.  Zimmerman,  45  111.  14; 
Daub  V.  Englebach,  9  111.  App.  91). 
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cUiiincd  under  it  is  valid.*  A  foreclosure  decree  finully 
(ixos  the  amount  due,  and  no  objections  can  be  made  to 
the  issue  of  execution  for  a  deficiency,  unless  they  arose 
after  confirmation  of  the  foreclosure  sale,  and  recognize 
the  decree  and  go  to  its  discharge.''  But  the  decree  does 
not  change  the  character  of  any  surplus  there  may  be 
after  the  claims  under  the  mortgage,  such  surplus  re- 
maining impressed  with  the  character  of  realty,  and  pass- 
ing to  the  mortgagor's  heir,  not  to  his  administrator.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  decree  of  foreclosure  did  not  set  forth  that 
any  proceedings  had  been  had  at  law  to  recover  the  mortgage 
debt.  Held,  that  the  decree  was  invalid:  Edwards  v.  Hough, 
5  Ind.  149.  A  mortgage  of  realty  contained  the  assent  of  the 
mortgagor  to  the  passage  of  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  as  author- 
ized by  2  Maryland  Code,  article  4,  section  782.  Held,  that  a 
decree  passed  after  default  was  within  the  meaning  and  pur- 
view of  the  law:  Brooks  v.  Hays,  24  Md.  507.  C.  sold  land  to 
Q.,  who  paid  for  it,  taking  a  mortgage  back,  wherein  C.  stipu- 
lated to  pay  an  outstanding  mortgage.  To  proceedings  to  fore- 
close the  outstanding  mortgage  which  C.  failed  to  pay,  Q.  was 
made  a  party.  Held,  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  judgment  for 
payment  from  the  surplus,  and  to  a  personal  decree  against 
€.:  Clay  v.  Hildehrand,  34  Kan.  694.  In  a  suit  to  foreclose,  to 
which  the  mortgagor  and  several  junior  mortgagees  were  made 
parties,  and  wherein  one  of  the  junior  mortgagees  filed  a  cross- 
bill, though  at  the  time  of  filing  the  bill  nothing  was  due  him, 
held,  that  a  personal  judgment  for  such  of  the  claims  as  were 
due  at  the  time  of  trial,  and  a  decree  of  foreclosure  for  such  as 
were  not,  with  rebate  of  interest,  were  proper:  Buchanan  v. 
Berhhire  Life  Ins.  Co.,  96  Ind.  510.  A  mortgage  described  the 
estate  as  an  "undivided  fourth  interest,  being  all  the  interest 
which  the  mortgagor  owns.'.'  Held,  that  a  decree  of  sale  of  all 
the  interest  which  the  mortgagor  had  in  the  premises  at  the 
time  the  mortgage  was  given  was  erroneous:  Schwartz  v.  Palm, 
05  Cal.  54. 

§  3070.  Title  Passes  by  Deed  thereunder. — The  pur- 
chaser acquires  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  both 
mortgagor  and  mortgagee  in  the  property  sold.^   The  court 


'  Eslava  v.  Eslava,  50  Ala.  32; 
Uuiteil  States  v.  The  Onuistad,  15 
I'et.  518. 

''  Haldaae  v.  Sweet,  58  Mich.  429. 


•*  Dunning  v.  The  Ocean  Nat.  Bank, 
61  N.  Y.  497;  19  Am.  Rep.  293. 

*  Stoney  v.  Shultz,  1  Hill  (S.  C),  465; 
27  Am.  Dec.  429;  Weatbrook  v.  Glea- 
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undertakes  to  sell  it,  and,  wlmtover  it  may  be,  it  passes  to  the 
purclmser,'  and  it  so  i)a!3.'5(.'s  as  soon  us  the  deed  has  been 
duly  executed  and  delivered  by  the  proper  oflicer,  although 
the  sale  may  not  be  confirmed  until  afterwards,*  as  tlio 
subsequent  confirmation  of  the  sale  relates  back  and  givos 
effect  to  the  deed  from  the  time  of  its  delivery.'  Tho 
purchaser  becomes  entitled  to  all  crops  growing  at  tlio 
time  of  the  sale,*  and  to  all  fixtures  permanently  attached 
to  the  freehold,'  and  to  the  rents  from  the  delivery  of  tho 
deed  and  demand  of  possession,®  tho  owner  of  the  equity 
of  redemption  being  entitled  to  the  rents  up  to  that  time/ 
But  if  the  purchaser  is  already  in  possession  under  a 
former  purchase  at  a  sale  not  confirmed,  he  is  entitled  to 
the  rents  from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  of  tho  last 
report  of  sale.'  The  effect  of  a  deed  by  the  proper  officer 
is  equivalent  to  a  quitclaim  deed  by  the  mortgagor  and 
mortgagee,  and  completely  bars  all  parties  to  the  suit.* 
As  the  judgment  of  the  court  is  conclusive  so  long  as  it 
stands  unreversed  and  without  appeal,  a  sale  made  beforo 
appeal  taken  and  execution  stayed  is  not  affected  by  an 


son,  79  N.  Y.  23;  Taylor  v.  Kearn,  66 
111.  339;  Poweshiek  Co.  v,  Demiison,  30 
Iowa,  244;  14  Am.  Ilep.  521;  Christ 
Church  V.  Mack,  93  N.  Y.  488;  45  Am. 
Rep.  260;  Chilcls  v.  Chilcls,  10  Ohio  St. 
339;  75  Am.  Dec.  512. 

1  Zollman  v.  Moore,  21  Gratt.  313; 
Tallman  v.  Ely,  6  Wis.  244;  Racine 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Fanuera'  etc.  Co.,  49 
111.  331;  95  Am.  Dec.  595;  Goodenow 
V.  Ewer,  16  Cal.  461;  76  Am.  Dec. 
640. 

» Jackson  v.  Warren,  32  111.  331; 
Fuller  V.  Van  Geesen,  4  Hill,  173;  Fort 
V.  Burch,  6  Barb.  60. 

*  Lathrop  v.  Ferguson,  22  Wend. 
116;  Bissell  c.  Payn,  20  Johns.  3;  Stout 
V.  Keyes,  2  Douj,'.  (Mich.)  184;  43  Ain. 
Dec.  465;  Walker  v.  Schuru,  42  111. 
462. 

*  Amlerson  v.  Strauss,  98  111.  48.5; 
Howell  V.  Schenck,  24  N.  J.  L.  89; 
Mut.  Life  Ills.  Co.  v.  Bigler,  79  N. 
Y.  568;  J  ones  v.  Thomas.  8  Bhickf. 
428;  Parker  v.  Storts,  15  Ohio  St.  351; 


Beckman  v.  Sikcs,  .35  Kan.  120.  In 
Wisconsin  the  mortgagor  is  entitled  to 
crops  up  to  conlirniation  of  sale:  Al- 
len r.  Elder  kin,  62  Wis.  027. 

*  Wight  V.  Gray,  73  Me.  297;  Gard- 
ner r.  Finley,  19  Barb.  317;  Lackas  v. 
Bald,  43  Wis.  63;  Sauds  v.  Pfeitfer,  10 
Cal.  258. 

«  Taliaferro  v.  Gay,  78  Ky.  490.  In 
Indiana  the  purchaser  is  entitled  to 
the  rents  from  the  date  of  the  decree 
of  foreclosure:  Brysoa  v.  AlcCreary, 
102  Ind.  1. 

'  Astor  V.  Turner,  11  Paige,  430;  43 
Am.  Dec.  766;  Mitchell  v.  Bartlott,  02 
Bar!).  319;  Mut.  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Halcli, 
4  Abb.  N.  C.  200;  Clason  v.  Corluy,  5 
Sand.  447. 

8  Mitchell  V.  Bartlett,  52  Barb.  319; 
Tali.tferro  v.  Gay,  78  Ky.  490. 

*  Emig.  Indus.  Sav.  Bank  v.  OoM- 
man,  75  N.  Y.  127;  Holden  v.  Sackett, 
12  Abb.  Pr.  473;  McGee  v.  Smith,  10 
N.  J.  Eq.  462;  Pattoa  v.  Suiitb.  113 
111.  499. 
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nppcal  subscqnontly  taken.*  But  if  the  sale  is  set  aside 
on  appeal,  all  tho  proceedings  are  thereby  vacated  and 
annulled,  and  the  mortgage  restored  to  the  position  it 
occupied  before  their  connnencement,'and  tho  title  of  tho 
purchaser  is  rendered  invalid;  but  ho  must  bo  restored  to 
tho  position  ho  was  in  before  he  purchased,  and  is  entitled 
to  reimbursoinont  of  the  purchase-money  and  any  pay- 
nionts  properly  made  by  him  for  tho  benefit  or  relief  of 
the  proi)erty.'  Tho  defendant  cannot  resist  a  motion  to 
put  tho  purchaser  under  the  decree  into  possession,  on 
grounds  known  to  him  when  the  sale  was  confirmed,  but 
the  i)urchasor  should  not  be  put  into  possession  pending 
an  appeal  from  the  order  confirming  the  sale.*  The  pur- 
chiisor  takes  tho  land  free  from  all  secret  equities,  and  the 
holders  of  such  must  enforce  their  claims  against  the  fund 
on  its  distribution.'  If  all  the  owners  of  the  equity  of 
rodoniption  are  not  made  parties  to  tho  foreclosure  suit, 
the  purchaser  may  foreclose  against  those  not  made  par- 
ties." 

Illustrations.  —  Several  distinct  parcels  of  land  were  sold 
togctlier;  in  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  upon  all  the  parcels, 
held,  that  a  resale  should  be  ordered  by  separate  parcels,  and 
the  former  sale  set  aside:  Lay  v.  Gibbons,  14  Iowa,  377;  81  Am. 
Dec.  487.  A  mortgagee  became  the  purchaser  of  the  mortgaged 
premises  under  a  sale  in  foreclosure,  under  circumstances  ren- 
dering the  purchase  inequitable.  Held,  that  a  distinct  trans- 
action between  the  parties  by  which  the  mortgagee  had  sustained 
an  injury  afforded  no  ground  for  refusing  a  resale:  Tripp  y. 
Cook,  26  Wend,  143.  Land  was  leased  by  an  instrument  pro- 
viding that  a  building  to  be  erected  should  at  the  end  of  the 
term  be  taken  by  the  lessor  at  two  thirds  of  its  appraised  value, 
and  also  mortgaging  the  building  as  security  for  the  monthly 
rent.    Held,  that  a  purchaser  on  foreclosure  would  acquire  the 


»  Blakeley  v.  Calder,  15  N.  Y.  617; 

Anu.-itroiiy  v,  Humphreys,  5  S.  0.  128; 

Btujkmaster  v.   Jacksou,    4    111.    104; 

HoUleu  V.  Sackett,  12  Abb.  Pr.  473; 

liieese  V.  Burge,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  474; 

IVij^us  V.  VV^iodworth,  44  111.  S74,  384. 
^  .Stackpole  v.  Robbins,  47  Barb.  'J12, 
'  Im.  Co.  V.  Sampijou,  38  Ohio  8t. 


672;  Freeman  v.  Miinns,  15  Abb.  Pr. 
468;  Trotter  v.  White,  20  Miss.  88; 
Fort  V.  Roush,  104  U.  S.  142;  Boggs 
V.  Fowler,  16  Cal.  559;  76  Am.  Dec. 
661. 

♦  Le  Conte  v.  Irwin,  23  S.  C.  106. 

"  Lanflell's  Appeal,  105  Pa.  St.  152. 

'  Curtis  V.  Gooding,  99  lud.  45. 
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right  to  the  two  thirds, but  not  to  ])resent  possi^ssion,  and  with  no 
liability  for  rent:  Barroilhet  v.  Jinttclle,  7  Cal.  450.  A  pur- 
chaser of  land  from  the  state,  having  a  certiHcate  and  possession, 
but  no  patent,  n?ortgugod  the  land,  and  the  mortgagee  pur- 
chased ai  the  sale,  and  brought  an  action  against  an  assignee  of 
the  original  purcliaser's  certificate  to  conii)el  a  conveyance  of 
the  land.  Held,  that  the  plaintitf  nad  no  legal  title,  but  hud 
acquired  an  equitable  lien  by  the  foreclosure  which  might  be 
enforced  in  equity;  Stewart  v.  Hutchinson,  29  How.  Pr.  181.  A 
grantor  conveyed  land  on  conditions  subsequent,  and  then  took 
a  mortgage  making  no  mention  of  the  conditions,  a>id  aftor- 
wards  assigned  the  mortgage.  Held,  that  a  purchaser  under  a 
foreclosure  of  the  mortgage  took  the  land  freed  from  the  condi- 
tions: Wheeler  v.  Dunning,  33  Hun,  205.  After  a  decree  of  fore- 
closure the  mortgagor  planted  a  crop.  Held,  that  by  selling  it 
growing  a  day  before  the  sale  under  the  foreclosure,  he  could  not 
pass  the  title  to  it  as  against  the  purchaser  of  the  land  at  the 
foreclosure  5<ale:  Beckman  v.  Sikes,  35  Kan.  120. 

§  3071.  Delivery  of  Possession  to  Purchaser. — When 
the  purchaser  has  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the 
sale,  and  the  officer  has  delivered  the  deed  t?  him,  if  pos- 
session is  wrongfully  withheld  from  him  he  is  entitled  to 
sue  out  a  writ  of  assistance  which  directs  the  sheriff  or 
other  proper  officer  to  put  him  into  possession  of  the  proj)- 
erty.^  But  no  writ  of  assistance  or  possession  can  ho 
issued  if  the  decree  do  n  jt  contain  an  order  for  the  sur- 
render of  possession,  in  which  case  an  order  for  possession 
must  be  obtained  on  notice  to  the  party  in  possession, 
aj^d  service  of  such  order  with  a  demand  of  possession.^ 
And  where  the  party  in  possession  claims  by  title  para- 
mount to  tlie  mortgage,  the  court  will  not,  where  such 
party  appears  to  have  a  reasonable  foundation  for  his 
claim,  exercise  its  summary  powers  to  put  the  purchaser 
into  possession,  but  will  leave  him  to  his  proper  remedy 
at  law.'     If  the  party  in  possession  did  not  enter  under 


1  Battershall  v.  Davis,  23  I-ow.  Pr. 
383;  Howard  v.  Bond,  42  Mieli.  V.U; 
Benni  tt  v.  Matson,  41  111.  332;  M.)iit- 
goiner.  v.  Mriillumiss,  21  C'iil.  10;{;  81 
Am.  Dec.  140;  O'Bnu:!  v.  Fay.  82  111. 
87;  Van  Hook  v.  Th.-ot-k/norton,  8 
Paige,  33;  Cochran  r.  FogU'c,  IIG  111. 
194;  Bird  v.  Belz,  33  Kan.  391 


="  Lvnde  r.  O'Donnell,  21  How.  Tr. 
34;  Kossiiigor  ?'.  Wiiittaker,  82  111.  'J'J; 
BiiUingcr  v.  Waller,  9  1$.  Moii.  (IT. 

^  Tlioinas  t).  I)e  H;ium,  14  N.  J.  I'q. 
37;  E'liij;.  etc.  liauk  r>.  CJoidiii:!!!,  7;')  X. 
Y.  127;  Toll  r.  Hi  Her,  11  I'ai-e, -"JS; 
Kinsley  v.  Scott.  58  Vt.  470. 
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any  party  to  the  suit  or  under  any  one  deriving  title  from 
or  through  any  such  party,  he  cannot  be  ejected  under  tho 
decree.*  The  right  to  the  exercise  of  this  summary  juris- 
diction of  the  court  is  not  exclusive  of  the  remedy  at  law, 
but  is  regarded  merely  as  a  step  in  the  foreclosure  suit, 
and  a  means  of  carrying  the  decree  into  effect  analogous 
to  the  common-law  writs  of  execution.'^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  decree  of  foreclosure  required  possession 
to  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser  on  his  production  of  the  mas- 
ter's deed,  and  a  certified  copy  of  the  order  of  confirmation. 
Without  producing  these,  the  purchaser  brought  forcible  entry 
and  detainer,  and  was  defeated.  Held,  that  this  did  not  pre- 
clude the  issue  of  a  writ  of  assistance  to  put  him  in  possession, 
after  his  production  of  the  papers  required  by  the  decree:  Coch- 
ran V.  Fogler,  116  111.  194. 

§  3072.  Right  to  Pursue  Conci./rent  Remedies  Simul- 
taneously. —  In  many  of  the  states  a  mortgagee  is  entitled 
to  avail  himself  simultaneously  of  all  his  remedies  to  re- 
cover payment  of  the  mortgage  debt,  so  that  in  those 
states  he  may,  in  addition  to  bringing  his  suit  to  fore- 
close, maintain  ejectment  after  condition  broken,  and  sue 
on  the  note  or  other  obligation  at  the  same  time.^  And 
after  having  rec  ered  a  judgment  at  law,  the  mortgagee 
may  institute  a  suit  for  foreclosure,  though  of  course  he  is 
not  entitled  to  be  paid  twice  over.*  In  Minnesota  and 
Nevada  the  mortgage  security  must  first  be  exhausted 
before  an  action  can  be  maintnined  on  the  promissory 
note.'^     And  it  is  provided  by  statute  in  California  that 


'  Van  Hook  c. Throckmorton, 8  Paige, 
33;  MM  V.  Birdsall,  19  How.  Pr.  4S)L 

'  Uaynes  v.  Meek,  14  Iowa,  3'20; 
Kes,singer  p.  Wliittaker,  82  111.  22; 
Codk  ('.  Wiles,  42  Mich  439. 

^  Hughes  V.  El  [wards,  9  Wheat. 
48'.);  Brown  v.  Cascadin,  43  Iowa,  10.*?; 
Lansing  v.  Got  let,  9  Cow.  354;  Dra- 
per V.  Mann,  117  Mass.  439;  Jones 
'■.  Condo,  6  Johns.  Ch.  77;  Schoolo  d. 
Sail,  1  Schoales  &  L.  176;  (iilman  v. 
Illin(.i.s  etc.  Tel.  Co.,  91  U.  S.  (;()3; 
JiiL'kiou  V.  Uill,  10  Johns.  4S1;  Vau- 


sant  V.  Alhnon,  23  111.  30;  Stephens  v. 
Crreone  Co.  Iron  Co..  II  Heisk.  71; 
Thayer  v.  Mann,  19  Pick.  .537;  Mann 
V.  Earle,  4  (iray,  299;  Harkins  v.  For- 
syth, 11  Leigh,  294;  Shufeltr.  81iufelt, 
9  Paige,  137;  37  Am.  Dec.  .381. 

♦  Karnes  v.  Lloyd,  52  111.  113;  Duck 
V.  Wilson,  19  Ind.  190;  Banta /•.  Wood. 
32  Iowa,  469;  Thornton  v.  Pigg,  24 
Mo.  249;  I.'Engle  v.  L'Eiigle,  21  Ela. 
131. 

•''  Johnson  v.  Lewis,  13  Minn.  364; 
Weil  V.  Howard,  4  Nev.  384. 
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there  can  be  but  one  action  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt 
or  the  enforcement  of  any  right  secured  by  mortgage 
upon  real  estate,  and  which  action  must  be  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  statute/  In  New  York  and 
some  other  states  there  are  statutory  provisions  requiring 
leave  of  the  court  to  be  first  obtained  before  commencing 
an  action  to  recover  the  mortgage  debt  during  the  pen- 
dency of  a  foreclosure  suit.''  But  in  Connecticut  an  action 
at  law  may  be  maintained  on  a  mortgage  bond  given  in 
New  York  in  respect  of  a  mortgage  on  property  there,  al- 
though no  leave,  as  required  by  the  New  York  itute, 
has  been  obtained.' 

§  3073.  Deficiency  after  Sale.  —  If  a  sale  of  the  mort- 
gaged property  has  realii'^od  a  sum  less  than  sufficient 
satisfy  the  mortgage,  and  there  is  no  judgment  for  a  (k 
ficiency  in  the  foreclosure  suit,  an  action  at  law  will  lie 
at  the  suit  of  the  mortgagee  to  recover  the  balance  ovvia;;^ 
A  decree  of  foreclosure  and  a  sale  under  it  operates  t-  a 
payment  of  the  mortgage  debt  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale;  or  where  there  is  no  sale,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  value  of  the  premises.®  But  where  the  deht  is 
payable  in  installments,  and  the  mortgage  is  foreclosed 
before  all  are  due,  and  the  sale  of  the  whole  of  the  piop- 
erty  realizes  less  than  the  whole  ainount  of  the  debt,  br.t 
more  than  the  installments  overdue,  personal  judgiiicnt 
for  the  deficiency  cannot  be  had,  as  there  was  nothiii;^; 
owing  under  the  terms  of  the  contract.®  And  where  the 
mortgagee  has  acquired  the  title  of  the  mortgagor,  it  i.< 


>  Cal.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  726; 
Ould  V.  Stoddard,  54  Cal.  G13;  Bartlett 
V.  Cottle,  63  Cal.  m(j. 

"N.  Y.  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1C2S; 
Scofield  V.  Doscher,  72  N.  Y.  491; 
Coodrichr.  Wliite,  39  Mich.  4S!). 

"  Belmout  v.  Cornell,  48  Conn.  :?.38. 

♦Duval  V.  Johnson,  39  A;k.  182; 
Mattair  v.  Card,  18  Fla.  767;  Williams 
V.  Gillies,  28  Hun,  175;  Globe  Ins.  Co. 
r.  Lansing,  5  Cow.  380;  15  Am.  Doc. 
474;  Duukley  V.  Van  Buren,  3  Johns. 
(Jh.  331. 


*  Hood  V.  Adams,  124  Mass.  481;  2ti 
Am.  Rep.  687;  Duval  r.  MeLo.-kev,  1 
Ala.  70S;  Dearc  v.  Carr,  3  N.  J.  K  |. 
513;  Mott  V.  Clark,  9  Pa.  St.  .'i'.UI;  m 
Am.  Doc.  566;  Johnson  r.  CiindiiLro.  .'SI 
Me.  28;  Hunt  r.  Stiles,  10  N.  11.  4iJu; 
Leland  v.  Loring,  10  Mot.  l-'J. 

"  Danforth  v.  Coleman,  23  Wis.  52.S; 
James  v.  Fisk,  9  Smede.s  &  M.  144;  47 
Am.  Dec.  1 1 1.  See  also  Woml  r. 
Trask,  7  Wis.  566;  70  Am.  Due. 
230. 
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tantamount  to  foreclosure;  and  if  the  value  of  the  prop- 
erty be  not  equal  to  the  sum  due  on  the  notes  secured  by 
the  mortgage,  the  holder  lias  a  claim  on  the  mortgagor 
for  the  balance.*  The  complaint  in  an  action  to  recover 
from  heirs  and  their  grantee  the  amount  of  a  deficiency 
on  the  ancestor's  mortgage  must  allege  that  leave  to  bring 
the  action  has  been  granted.'^  No  judgment  for  deficiency 
can  be  entered  up  in  a  foreclosure  suit  against  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  mortgagor,  although  the  debt  has  been  pre- 
sented and  duly  allowed.' 

Illustrations. — The  New  York  code,  section  1628,  provides 
that,  pending  a  foreclosure  suit  no  other  action  for  the  debt 
phall  be  maintained  without  leave.  Held,  that  this  does  not 
j)revent  a  junior  mortgagee  from  suing  for  the  debt  due  him, 
altliough  at  his  own  instance  he  has  been  made  a  party  to  pro- 
ceedings for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  arising  from  the  sale 
under  tlie  senior  mortgage:  Wyckoff  v.  Devlin,  12  Daly,  144. 
An  incorporated  benevolent  society  was  authorized  to  convey 
certain  land  "  for  the  use  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church."  A 
deed  was  accordingly  made,  for  the  expressed  consideration  of 
one  dollar,  to  C,  wlio  was  described  therein  as  "  archbishop  of 
New  York,"  i.ie  grantee  covenanting  therein  to  assume  and  pay 
an  outstanding  mortgage.  Held,  tliat  after  a  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage  C.  was  not  chargeable  with  a  deficiency,  there  being 
notliing  except  the  record  of  the  deed  to  connect  him  with  the 
transaction:  Giffard  v.  Corrigan,  105  N.  Y.  223.  After  the  date 
of  the  decree,  and  before  the  date  for  redemption,  the  mortgagor 
in  possession  executed  a  fictitious  conveyance  of  the  land  to  an 
irresponsible  person  for  the  sole  purpose  of  relieving  himself 
from  liability  for  taxes  to  be  assessed.  Held,  that  the  mort- 
gagee, being  compelled  to  pay  the  taxes,  could  recover  the 
amount  from  the  mortgagor:  New  Haven  Savincs  Bank  v.  At- 
xcater,  51  Conn.  429.  Pending  a  foreclosure  sui.,  by  a  second 
mortgagee,  a  sale  was  had  in  a  foreclosure  suit  under  a  first 
mortgage.  Tlie  second  mortgagee  bid  in  the  premises  and  ap- 
}»lied  the  surplus  bid  in  excess  of  the  amount  in  reduction  of 
the  second  mortgage.  Held,  tliat  without  another  sale  he  was 
entitled  to  judgment  for  the  balance  due:  Siewert  v.  Hamel,  33 
llun,  44. 

'  Marston  v.  Marston.  4.5  Me.  412;  Culver  v.   Supurior  Court  Judge,  57 

Wil.lsworth  V.  Lyon,  93  N.  Y.  201;  45  Midi.  25. 

Am.  Hop.  190.  3  Fallon  v.  Butler,   21   Cal.  24;  81 

'  Hauselt  v.  Fine,  IS  Abb.  N.  C.  142;  Am.  Dec.  140. 
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§  3074.  EflFect  of  Mortgagor's  Bankruptcy.  —  The  j  ur is- 
diction  of  a  state  court  over  an  action  commenced  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  on  land  is  not  alTected  by  the  subsequent 
commencement  of  bankruptcy  proceedings  against  tlie 
owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption,'  but  the  mortgagor's 
discharge  in  bankruptcy  prevents  a  personal  jy<^gment 
against  him  for  a  deficiency  on  foreclosure;''  and  where 
the  decree  is  against  the  property  only,  and  does  not 
charge  the  mortgagor  with  any  personal  liability,  the  oh- 
jection  that  the  mortgagor  was  a  bankrupt,  and  the  decree 
does  not  discharge  him  from  personal  liability,  is  unten- 
able.* So  wheie  the  principal  debtor  gives  a  mortgage  to 
his  surety,  which  the  latter  transfers  for  value  to  the  credi- 
tor, his  right  to  foreclose  it  is  not  affected  by  the  subse- 
quent bankruptcy  of  the  principal  and  surety.*  In  the 
event  of  che  mortgagor's  bankruptcy,  it  has  been  said  that 
the  proper  tribunal  to  enforce  the  mortgage  lien  is  the 
court  of  bankruptcy  in  which  such  proceedings  are  pend- 
ing; but  that  court  may  give  leave  to  the  mortgagee  to 
institute  proceedings  in  the  state  court.*  Where  the  fore- 
closure proceedings  are  commenced  after  the  institution 
of  the  bankruptcy  proceedings,  the  assignee  should  bo 
made  a  party  to  the  foreclosure  suit  in  place  of  the  mort- 
gagor, as  the  equity  of  redemption  vests  by  operation  of 
law  in  such  assignee,  even  tliough  he  were  appointed  after 
the  suit  began;"  and  where  the  bankruptcy  proceedings 
are  pending  in  a  state  other  than  that  in  which  the  mort- 
gaged property  is,  and  when  the  mortgagee  is  entitled  to 


*  McGready  v.  Harris,  54  Mo.  137. 
"Oliijhiat  V.   Eckerly,    .%  Ark.  (5!); 

Gibson    V.     Wanlen,     14   \V;ill.    214; 
Roberts  v.  Wood,  38  Wis.  00. 

•Cockrill  r.  Johnson,  28  Ark.  193. 

*  Carlisle  v.  Wilkins,  51  Ala.  .371. 

»  Levy  V.  Haake,  53  Cal.  207;  Blum 
V.  Ellis,  73  N.  C.  2i»3;  Brown  v.  Hoo- 
ver, 77  N.  C.  40;  Hatcher  v.  Jonos.  53 
Ga.  208;  Mays  v.  Fritton,  20  Wall. 
414;  McHenry  r.  La  Soc.  Franc,  95 
U.  S.  58;  Soc.  D'Epargnes  v.  Mcliuiiry, 


49  Cal.  351 .  But  it  is  held  in  California 
under  the  Insolvency  Act  of  ISSO  tliab 
an  order  in  insolvency  staying  prncced- 
lui^s  does  not  pi'event  tho  niorlganoG 
from  foreclosing  if  he  waives  all  per- 
sonal claim  against  the  insolvent 
niortgayor:  Montgomery  v.  Merrill,  02 
Cal.  ;i85. 

"Winslow  !'.  Clark,  47  N.  Y.  201; 
Buruham  -v.  De  Bevorse,  8  How.  I'r. 
159;  Eyster  v.  fUff,  2  Col.  228;  Anony- 
mous, 10  I'aige,  20. 
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foreclosure  upon  the  adjudication  in  the  bankruptcy  being 
had,  he  must  proceed  in  the  court  of  the  state  where  the 
land  is,  as  that  court  can  afford  a  remedy  by  foreclosure 
or  sale,  and  at  the  same  time  allow  the  assignee  to  have 
the  f;ill  benefit  of  the  equity  of  redemption;'  and  the 
interest  of  the  assignee  will  be  bound,  although  he  is  not 
described  as  assignee,  he  having  in  no  other  capacity  an 
interest  in  the  property.* 

>  Whitridge  v.  Taylor,  66  N.  C.  273.        «  Wagner  v.  Hodge,  34  Hun,  524. 
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Part  II.  —  CHATTEL  MORTGAGES. 


CHAPTER  CXLVIII. 


GENERAL  PRINCIPLES. 


§  3075.  Definition  and  nature. 

§  3076.  Distinction  between  mortgage,  pledge,  and  conditional  sale. 

§  3077.  Ff       and  contents. 

§  3078.  W .  0  may  be  parties. 

§  3079.  What  may  be  mortgaged. 

§  3075.  Definition  and  Nature. — A  chattel  mortgage  is 
an  instrument  of  sale  conveying  the  title  of  the  property  to 
the  mortgagee  with  terras  of  defeasance,  and  if  those  terms 
are  not  complied  with,  then  at  law  the  title  becomes 
absolute  in  the  mortgagee.  The  nature  of  the  agreement 
must  be  such  that  by  the  mere  non-performance  of  the 
condition  by  the  mortgagor  the  title  will  be  transferred 
to  the  mortgagee  by  the  force  of  the  agreement.  This 
test  is  decisive.^  As  between  the  parties,  a  conveyance  of 
chattels  absolute  in  form,  but  made  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  a  loan  of  money,  and  defeasible  on  payment  of  a 
note  given  for  the  amount  loaned,  is  a  mortgage.'  An 
agreement  for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  personal  property, 
containing  a  stipulation  that  the  vendor  shall  have  a 
"  lien  "  upon  the  property  until  payment,  amounts  to  a 
chattel  mortgage.^  Upon  breach  of  the  condition,  the 
mortgagee  may  assume  possession  of  the  property,  and 


1  Parshall  v.  Eggert,  52  Barb.  371; 
Langdou  V.  Buel,  9  Weud.  83;  Mirier 
V.  Juitson,  2  Hun,  441;  Almy  r.  Wil- 
bur, -^  Wood.  &  M.  371;  Mitchell  v. 
Roberts,  17  Fed.  Kep.  776;  Cornier  v. 
Cat'ittMiter,  28  Vt.  2:^7;  Ferguson 
V.  Clitfor.l.  37  N.  H.  Sli;  Luckutt  v. 
Tuwiisuii,!,  3  Tex.  119;  49  Am.  I»ec 
7-3;  EviTinan  j'.  Rohh,  52  Miss,  ()53; 
24  Am.  Rep.  (ib4;  Ckaxter  v.  ^teveu% 


SDenio,  33;  45  Am.  Dec.  444;  Lacey 
V.  (liboney,  36  Ivlo.  320;  88  Am.  Due. 
145. 

■■*  Carpenter  r.  Snelling,  97  Mass, 
-f.")2;  Tal)er  v.  Hamlin,  97  Miss.  489; 
93  Am.  Dec.  113;  State  v.  Bell,  2  Mo, 
App.  102. 

^  Yenni  v.  McNamee,  45  N.  Y.  014; 
Whiting  V.  Eichelberger,  IG  luwa, 
422, 
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deal  with  it  as  his  own,  so  far  as  the  legal  rights  of  the 
parties  are  concerned;*  but  before  breach  the  mortgagor 
is  entitled  to  the  possession  and  use  of  the  property,  and 
on  performing  the  condition  the  legal  title  revests  in 
him,^  and  after  breach  the  mortgagor  has  an  equitable 
right  to  redeem,  notwithstanding  his  default,'  and  this 
right  continues  until  it  has  been  foreclosed  by  judicial 
proceedings,  or  otherwise  barred  bj'  lapse  of  time  or  pub- 
lic sale/  The  interest  of  the  mortgagor  in  the  property 
is  such  that  execution  may  be  levied  on  it  even  though 
in  possession  of  the  mortgagee,  but  the  chattels  cannot 
be  taken  out  of  the  mortgagee's  possession  without  an 
offer  to  pay  the  mortgage  debt.' 

Illustrations. — A  executed  to  B  a  bill  of  sale  for  a  negro 
man,  at  the  price  of  $250  in  hand  paid;  it  was  agreed  at  the  same 
time  by  the  vendee,  in  writing,  that,  in  consideration  of  such  sale, 
he  would  sell  to  the  vendor  the  slave  in  question  at  the  price 
stated  in  the  bill,  "if  applied  for  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next,"  thereafter.  Held^  that  these  several  writings  did  not 
constitute  a  mortgage:  Sewall  v.  Henry,  9  Ala.  24.  F.  sold  to 
B.  personal  property,  and  gave  a  bond  for  title  (which  was 
assented  to  by  B),  in  which  he  reserved  a  "hen"  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase-money  upon  the  property.  Held,  that 
this  did  not  amount  to  a  mortgage:  Freeman  v.  Bass,  34  Ga. 
855;  89  Am.  Dec.  255.  A  agreed  in  writing  with  B  that  the 
amount  due  for  rent  of  land  should  be  paid  before  the  crops 
were  removed.  Held,  to  operate  as  a  mortgage  upon  the  crops: 
Weed  V.  Standley,  12  Fla.  166.  "  For  value  received,  we  promise 
to  pay  J.  K.,  or  order,  forty-two  dollars,  etc.,  it  being  part  pay- 
ment for  a  mare,  to  be  holden  to  J.  G.  (one  of  the  signers)  for  the 
amount  that  he  may  pay  for  the  same."  Held,  not  a  mortgage: 
Gushee  v.  Robinson,  40  Me.  412.  A  executed  to  B  a  bill  of  sale  of 
anegro,  and  B  executed  an  instrument  as  follows:  "Received  of 
A,  his  negro  fellow  C.  I  promise  to  account  to  him  for  the 
amount  thereof  in  three  years  from  this  date,  or  return  the  fel- 
low, without  being  accountable  for  any  wages;  and  if  he  should 


» Porter  v.  Parmley,  52  N.  Y. 
185. 

'  Cortelyou  v.  Lansing,  1  Caines  Caa. 
202;  Stoddard  v,  Deuisoii,  38  How. 
Pr.  296. 

"  Lavigne  v.  Naramore,  52  Vt.  2G7; 
Davis  V.  Hubbard,  38  Ala.  185;    Weat 


V.  Crary,  47  N.  Y.  423;  Boyd  v. 
Beaudin,  54  Wis.  193. 

♦  In  re  HaaUe,  2  Saw.  240;  Cliarter 
V.  Stevens,  3  Uenio,  33;  45  Am.  Dec. 
444. 

^  Fox  V.  Cronan,  47  N.  J.  L.  403;  54 
Am.  Kep.  19D. 
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die  in  this  time,  A  is  to  be  the  loser."  Held,  a  mortgage:  Berry 
V.  (ilover,  1  Harp.  Eq.  153.  A  writing  was  in  the  following 
words:  "  Burlington,  February  12,  1833.  Turned  out  and  de- 
livered to  P.  A.  one  white  and  red  cow,  which  he  may  dispose 
of  in  fourteen  days  to  satisfy  an  execution,  J.  M.  v.  me.  (Signed) 
W.  M."  Held,  the  writing  was  a  mortgage  with  power  to  sell; 
Atwater  v.  Mower,  10  Vt.  75.  A  purchaser  of  a  safe  gave  to  the 
seller  a  note  for  the  price,  stipulating  that  the  seller  did  not  part 
with  the  title  until  the  money  should  be  paid.  Held,  "  an  in- 
strument of  writing  in  the  nature  of  a  mortgage,"  which,  under 
the  South  Carolina  statute,  must  be  recorded  to  constitute  a  pro- 
tection against  third  persons:  Herring  v.  Cannon,  21  S.  C.  212; 
53  Am.  Kep.  661. 

§  3076.  Distinction  between  Mortgage,  Pledge,  and 
Conditional  Sale.  —  The  main  distinction  between  a  chat- 
tel mortgage  and  a  pledge  is,  that  in  the  former  the  title 
in  the  chattel  passes  to  the  mortgagee,  whether  he  has 
possession  of  the  chattel  or  not,  and  revests  in  the  mort- 
gagor on  his  performing  the  condition;*  while  in  the  lat- 
ter a  special  property  only  passes  to  the  pledgee,  the 
general  property  remaining  in  the  pledgor.''  In  the  case 
of  a  pledge,  moreover,  it  is  essential  to  its  validity  that 
the  pledgee  should  have  possession  of  the  goods,  but  the 
transfer  of  possession  is  not  a  necessary  ingredient  in  a 
chattel  mortgage.'  A  special  contract  is  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  either  a  mortgage  or  a  pledge,  and  as  these 
contracts  differ  in  their  terms,  they  cannot  be  substituted, 
the  one  for  the  other,  without  the  consent  of  the  parties;^ 
but  if  the  mortgagor  of  chattels  makes  a  new  contract 
with  the  mortgagee  to  deliver  to  him  the  mortgaged  chat- 
tels, and  also  other  chattels,  to  be  held  as  security  for  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  which  the  mortgage  was  made  to  secure, 
and  delivers  them  accordingly,  and  the  mortgagee  takes 

'  Conner  v.  Carpenter,  28  Vt.  237; 
Wright  V.  Rosa,  36  Cal.  414;  Patchiu 
V.  Pierce,  12  Wend,  bl;  Lucketts  v. 
Townsend,  3  Tex.  119;  49  Am.  Dec. 
723;  Tannahill  v.  Tuttle,  3  Mich.  104; 
61  Am.  Dec.  480;  Palmer  v.  Howard, 
72  Cal.  293;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  GO.  See 
ante,  Title  Bailmeata,  Pledges. 


2  Eastman  v.  Avery,  23  Me.  248; 
Brown  v.  Bement,  8  Johns.  96. 

*  Brownell  v.  Hawkins,  4  Barb.  491 ; 
Ward  V,  Sunmer,  5  Pick.  59;  Eastman 
V.  Avery,  23  Me.  248. 

*  Janvrin  v.  Fogg,  49  N.  H.  351. 
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and  holds  possession  of  tliom  under  such  new  contract,  he 
thereby  becomes  pledgee  of  all  tlie  chattels  so  delivered.' 
But  the  courts  have  construed  contracts  similar  in  their 
terms  sometimes  as  mortgages  and  sometimes  as  pledges, 
us  it  was  deemed  would  best  carry  out  the  intention  of  the 
parties,  and  accomplish  the  ends  of  justice.*  And,  as  a 
rule,  where  the  transaction  is  one  of  security  for  a  debt, 
and  the  agreement  is  that  the  property  is  to  remain  in 
the  possession  of  the  owner,  it  is  regarded  as  a  mortgage, 
and  not  as  a  pledge.*  The  distinction  between  a  mort- 
gage and  a  conditional  sale  is  frequently  of  a  very  refined 
nature,  and  the  intention  of  the  parties,  rather  than  the 
language  of  the  instrument,  affords  the  rule  of  guidance 
in  its  construction.*  Where  the  transaction  resolves  itself 
into  security  for  a  debt,  it  is  construed  as  a  mortgage;  but 
where  it  is  a  purchase  to  become  absolute  on  the  happen- 
ing of  a  specified  event,  it  is  a  conditional  sale.'  If  the 
grantor  is  indebted  to  the  grantee,  and  if  that  indebtedness 
is  in  any  manner  kept  alive,  the  transaction  is  a  mort- 
gage;' in  cases  of  doubt  the  facts  of  adequacy  of  the  con- 
sideration and  the  extinguishment  or  continuance  of  the 
debt  are  the  points  upon  which  the  question  mainly 
turns;'  and  where  the  instrument  is  absolute  in  form, 
parol  evidence  is  admissible  both  at  law  and  in  equity 
to  show  that  the  transaction  was  intended  as  a  mortgage 
as  between  the  parties;*  but  such  evidence  is  admissible 

>  Rowley  v.  Rice,  10  Met.  7,  211;  50  Am.  Dec.  175;  McNamara  v. 

'^Wright  V.    Bircher,    5   Mo.    App.  Culver,  22  Kan.  661;  Parish  »>.  Gates, 

322.  29  Ala.  204;  Cooper  v.  Brock,  41  Mich. 

'  Hauselt  v.  Harrison,  105  U.  S.  401;  488;  Clayton  v.  Hester,  80  N.  C.  275; 

Coty  V.  Barnes,  20  Vt.  78;  Whitney  v.  Haynie  v.  Robertson,  58  Ala.  37;  Nash 

Lowell,  33  Me.  318.  v.  Weaver,  23  Huu,  513;  Wethersly  v. 

*  Rockwell  V.  Humphrey,  57  Wis.  Wethersly,  40  Miss.  402. 
410;  Wethersly  V.  Wethersly,  40  Miss.         *>  Smith  r.  Beattie,    31   N.  Y.   .542; 

402;  Thompson  r.  Davenport,  1  Wash.  Dadney  v.  Green,   4  Hen.    &   M.  101; 

(Va.)  125;  Suavely  v.  Pickle,  29  Gratt.  Tyler  v.  Strong,  21  Barb.  198;  Clark 

:U;  Locke  V.    Palmer,    26    Ala.    312;  v.  Washington  etc.  Ins.  Co.,  100  Mass. 

bmiiuan  v.  Coleman,  59  Tex.  199.  509;  1  Am.  Rep.  135;  Laeber  v.  Lang- 

"  Chapman  v.  Turner,   1  Call,  280;  hor,  45  Md.  477;  Love  w.  Blair,  72  lu.L 

Earp  w.  Boothe,  24  Gratt.  374.  281;  Rogers  r.  Vaughan,  31   Ark.   (52; 

•^  St'WiiU  /'.  Henry,  9  Ala.  33.  McAunulty  v.    Suick,    59   Iowa,  586; 

'  Williamsou  v.  Culpepper,  16  Ala.  Jackson  v.  Lodge,  36  Cal.  28;  Stokes 
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only  as  between  the  parties,  and  not  to  the  prejudice  of 
creditors/  and  it  must  be  of  an  absolute  and  conclusive 
character.^  The  leaning,  however,  of  courts  of  equity  is 
decidedly  against  conditional  sales,  the  reason  assigned 
being  that  an  erroneous  construction  of  the  instrument  as 
a  mortgage  is  not  so  injurious  as  a  contrary  decision.' 

Ilukstuations.  —  A  contract  as  follows:  Sold  and  delivered 
to  A  such  property,  for  such  a  sum,  as  his  own  property.  The 
condition  of  this  bill  of  sale  is  such  that  if  I  rodoeni  said  prop- 
erty within  such  a  time,  and  pay  the  intervening  expense,  then 
this  bill  of  sale  to  be  void;  otherwise,  of  full  force  to  convey  said 
property  to  A.  IlckJ,  a  mortgage,  and  not  a  pludge:  Wood  v. 
DwUcy,  8  Vt.  4.'>5.  A  written  instrument  in  the  following  form: 
''This  day  received  of  R.  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  tor 
the  payment  of  which,  by  the  25th  December  next,  I  hereby  as- 
sign over  to  said  R.  the  free  and  full  title  to  a  certain  negro 
girl,  named  Ilulda."  Held,  a  mortgage,  and  not  a  bill  of  sale: 
/i'«8.s  V.  AViss,  21  Ala.  322.  An  agreement  between  A  and  B  that 
if  B  would  advance  money  to  redeem  A's  negroes  from  an  en- 
cumbrance, the  said  negroes  should  become  B's  property,  sub- 
ject to  the  right  of  A  to  redeem  them  within  a  short  space  of 
time  on  repaynient  of  the  advance,  with  interest.  Held,  to  be  a 
mortgage,  and  not  a  conditional  sale:  Morrow  v.  Turney,  35  Ala. 
lol.  A  transferred  several  slaves  to  B,  receiving  from  the  lat- 
ter a  sum  of  money,  and  signed  an  instrument  under  seal  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  money.  The  form  of  the 
conveyance  was  absolute,  no  separate  security  was  taken  for 
the  money,  no  interest  stipulated  for,  nor  any  reservation  made 
as  to  hiring  increase,  or  death.  But  it  was  stipulated  that  if  (J 
or  his  legal  representatives  should  repay  the  purchase-money 
within  twelve  months,  "  then  the  above  deed  of  bargain  and 
sale  to  be  void  in  law,  else  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force."  IIi-l'l, 
a  conditional  sale,  and  not  a  mortgage:  Johnson  v.  Clark,  5  Ark. 

562,  5S  Am.  Dec.  767,  Harper  v.  Ross, 
10  Allen.  :V.V2,  Moiitany  v.  Rock,  10 
Mo.  506,  aiul  reiiuock  v.  McCoriuick, 
I'lO  Mass.  275,  supporting  the  con- 
trary. 

'  Gaither  v.  Muinford,  2  Tayl.  1G7; 
State  V.  Bell,  2  Mo.  App.  102. 

'  Trieber  v.  Aiulrews,  .SI  Ark.  KiH; 
Brantley  v.  West,  27  Ala.  542;  Purinu- 
ton  V.  Akhurst,  74  111.  490. 

a  Pioneer  Gold  M.  Co.  v.  Bakc-r,  '.'3 
Fed.  Rep.  258;  Parish  v.  Gates,  29 
Ala.  254. 


V.  Hollis,  43  Ga.  262;  Home  v.  Puckett, 
22  Tex.  201;  National  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Wtibster,  S:{  111.  470;  Cooper  v.  Brock, 
41  Mich.  488;  Frost  v.  Allen,  57  Ga. 
326;  Blodgett  v.  Blodgett,  48  Vt.  32. 
On  the  question  of  whether  parol  evi- 
dence is  admissible  in  an  action  at  law 
to  show  that  a  bill  of  sale  absolute  ou 
its  face  was  in  fact  intended  as  a  mort- 
gage, the  authorities  are  conflicting, 
the  cases  of  Fuller  v.  Parish,  3  Mich. 
211,  and  Despard  v.  Walbridge,  15  N. 
Y.  374,  holding  in  favor  of  its  admis- 
Bibility;  and  Bryaat  v.  Crosby,  36  Me. 
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321.  S.  owned  certain  machines.  lie  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  A  and  B  as  follows:  A  and  B  agree  to  })ay  S.  for  the 
al)Ove  machines  and  belting,  time,  service,  and  exponsep,  tin*  sum 
of  !j!810.75  within  five  months,  and  S.  agrees  to  take  the  al)ove 
amount  as  above  stated,  but  lends  to  said  A  and  B  tlu;  i)rop- 
erty  above  stated;  and  if  they  fail  to  i)ay,  he  is  at  lil)(.'rty 
to  take  the  property  away,  to  enable  hiiu  to  realize  the  amount 
and  interest.  Held,  a  conditional  sale,  and  not  a  mortgage: 
Grant  v.  Skinner,  21  Barb.  581.  A  firm  executed  a  conveyance 
of  its  stock  of  merchandise  to  A  and  B  "  as  co-trustees,"  to  bo 
sold  at  their  discretion,  and  the  proceeds  to  be  paid  to  certain 
creilitors,  the  instrument  then  to  bo  of  no  efl(!ct.  Held,  a  mort- 
gage, and  not  an  assignment:  Jackaon  v.  JIarby,  G5  Tex.  710. 

§  3077.  Form  and  Contents.  —  A  chattel  mortgage  may 
be  by  deed  under  seal,  or  by  iiistrament  under  hand  only;' 
and,  as  between  the  parties,  it  may  be  merely  verbal, 
unless  required  by  statute  to  be  in  writing,  but  in  such 
case  it  would  not  be  valid  against  creditors  or  bona  fide 
purchasers  for  value  without  notice.^  It  may  be  absolute 
in  form,  accompanied  by  cither  a  written  or  verbal  defeas- 
ance, and  such  defeasance,  if  written,  may  be  given  on  a 
separate  paper,  and  at  a  subsequent  date,  and  even  if  the 
(loleasance  be  only  verbal, the  instrument  may  be  construed 
as  a  chattel  mortgage  as  against  third  persons  with  notice.^ 
A  chattel  mortgage  under  seal  may  be  waived  or  altered 
by  a  subsequent  parol  agreement.*  No  specific  form  of 
words  is  necessary  to  create  a  chattel  mortgage,*  and  it  is 
not  necessary  that  it  should  empower  the  mortgagee  to 
lake  possession  after  default  or  confer  on  him  any  power 
of  sale.®     The  date  which  the   instrument  bears  is   not 


'  Despatch  Linew.  Bellamy  Mfg.  Co., 
12  N.  H.  205;  37  Am.  Dec.  20:i;  Ger- 
rey  v.  White,  47  Me.  504;  Gibson  v. 
Warden,  14  VS'all.  247;  Milton  v. 
Mosher,  7  Met.  244. 

•^  Brooks  V.  RuflF,  37  Ala.  371;  Day 
V.  Swift,  48  Me.  368;  Couchman  v. 
Wiight,  8  Neb.  1;  Banlwell  v.  Rob- 
erts, (36  Barb.  433;  Grain  v.  Paine,  4 
Cush.  483;  50  Am.  Dec.  807;  Bates  v. 
Wiggin,  37  Kan.  44;  1  Am.  St.  Rep. 
234. 

'Gold  V.  Marshall,  76  Va.  668; 
313 


Omaha  Book  Co.  v.  Sutherland,  10 
Neb.  3.34;  Blakeslee  r.  PKissiuan,  43 
Wis.  116;  Glover  v.  McGilvray,  G3 
Ala.  508. 

*  Acker  v.  Bender,  33  Ala.  2.30; 
Burns  v.  Campbell,  71  Ala.  271, 
286. 

*  Thompson  v.  Blanehard,  4  N.  Y. 
304;  Langdon  v.  Buel,  9  Weiid.  80; 
Merrill  v.  Ressler,  37  ^linn.  82;  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  822. 

8  Ellington  v.  Charlr  "in,  51  Ala. 
166;  Merviue  v.  Wiiite,  Ma.  388. 
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conclusive  evidence  of  the  time  of  its  execution,'  and  an 
error  in  the  date  may  be  corrected  by  parol  evidence  if 
the  mortgage  is  not  under  seal;'  and  if  the  mortgage  i.s 
undated,  such  evidence  is  permissible  to  show  the  date  of 
its  execution.'  The  statutory  forms  of  chattel  mortgage 
which  are  provided  in  some  of  the  states  are  not  exclu- 
sive, but  are  in  addition  to  other  sufficient  forms.*  In 
most  of  the  states  statutory  provisions  exist  as  to  the 
mode  of  executing  a  chattel  mortgage,  and  the  parties 
are  also  required  to  make  an  affidavit  as  to  the  bona  fides 
of  the  transaction,  and  that  it  is  not  intended  to  hinder 
or  delay  creditors.**  In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  a  stat- 
ute forbidding  the  making  of  a  second  mortgage,  unless 
reference  is  made  in  it  to  the  first  one;"  but  a  mortgage 
not  containing  the  statutory  reference  is  not  held  to  bo 
void,  as  the  object  of  the  statute,  which  is  to  protect  the 
mortgagee,  would  thereby  be  defeated.  The  mortgagee  is 
permitted  to  avoid  the  mortgage  if  he  sees  fit,  but  it  is 
valid  as  against  the  mortgagor.'  There  is  a  similar  stat- 
ute in  Vermont.®  As  between  the  parties,  a  chattel  mort- 
gage need  not  contain  a  specific  description  of  the  various 
items  of  property  included  in  it  so  as  to  identify  them 
from  other  similar  property  belonging  to  the  mortgagor;' 


*  Orcutt  V.  Moore,  134  Mass.  48; 
Stonebreaker  v.  Kerr,  40  lud.  18G. 

'  Shauglineasey  v.  Lewis,  130  Mass. 
355;  Partridge  v.  Swazey,  46  Me.  414; 
Clark  V.  Houghton,  12  Gray,  38. 

»  Burditt  V.  Hunt,  25  Me.  419;  43 
Am.  Dec.  289. 

*Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec,  2957;  Dak. 
Civ.  Code,  sec.  1742;  Md.  Code  1878, 
art.  44,  sees.  51,  65. 

*Dak.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1749;  Ga. 
Code  1882,  sec.  1955;  Nichols  v. 
Uampton,  46  Ga.  253;  Janes  v.  Penny, 
76  Ga.  796;  Ariz.  Rev.  Stats.  1887, 
sec.  2364;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  2957; 
Ede  V.  Johnson,  15  Cal.  53;  Del.  Laws 
1877,  c.  477,  sec.  4;  Idaho  Rev.  Stats. 
1887,  sec.  3.386;  Mout.,  sec.  215;  Nuv., 
■ec.  217;  Utah,  sec.  229  a;  Md.  Rev. 
Code  1878,  art.  44,  sec.  54;  N.  J.  Sup. 


to  Rev.  1886,  p.  491,  sec.  11;  Field  v. 
Silo,  N.  J.  L.  .355;  Ohio  Rc-v.  «tatd. 
1880,  sec.  4154;  Blandy  v.  Benodict, 
42  Ohio  St.  295;  N.  H.  Gen.  Stats. 
1878,  c.  1.37,  sees.  1-18;  Stone  r.  Mar- 
vel. 45  N.  H.  481;  Lovell  v.  Ost;or,,!. 
CO  N.  H.  71;  Comey  v.  Pickuriny,  0:i 
N.  H.  126;  Vt.  Laws  1878,  p.  oS,  sl'.s. 
3,  4,  5;  Rev.  Laws  1880,  sees.  ]%'- 
1969. 

•  N.  H.  Gen.  Laws  1878,  c.  137,  sec. 
14. 

'  Leach  v.  Kimball,  34  N.  H.  5(18. 
8  Vt.  Laws  1878,  p.  59,  sec.  9;  Rev. 
Laws  1880,  sec.  1973. 

•  Call  V.  Gray,  37  N.  H.  428;  75  Am. 
Dec.  141;  Leightou  v.  Stuart,  I'J  Xeb. 
546.  But  see  Winslow  v.  Merchants' 
lus.  Co.,  4  Met.  306;  38  Am.  Dou. 
3C8. 
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but  to  render  the  mortgage  valid  as  against  third  persons, 
it  must  contain  such  a  description  as  will  enable  them  to 
identify  the  property  without  other  aid  than  what  may 
be  suggested  by  the  instrument  itself.*  But  a  defective 
description  will  be  cured  by  the  actual  delivery  of  the 
property  to  tlie  mortgagee,  before  third  parties  have 
acquired  any  rights  in  it.'  A  description  of  the  debt  or 
liability  which  it  is  given  to  secure  should,  in  general,  be 
contained  in  aciiattel  mortgage,  but  if  it  is  executed  in  good 
faith,  it  is  valid,  though  the  liability  intended  to  be  secured 
is  misstated  in  the  condition.^  But  when  the  mortgage  is 
given  to  secure  the  performance  of  a  written  agreement, 
the  latter  is  no  part  of  the  mortgage.*  Future  indebt- 
edness expressly  contemplated  at  the  time  of  the  making 
of  the  mortgage  may  be  secured  by  it,  but  not  advances 
not  then  intended."  The  note  which  the  mortgage  was 
given  to  secure  need  not  be  copied  into  the  mortgage, 
though  it  is  the  usual  and  better  practice  to  do  so;  a  gen- 
eral description  will  sufhce,  and  parol  evidence  is  admis- 
sible for  further  identification,  if  necessnry.*  In  the  case 
of  an  indemnity  mortgage  the  description  of  the  debt  is 
sufficient,  though  it  is  described  as  being  payable  to  the 
mortgagee.' 

Illustrations. — A  gave  a  mortgap;e  to  B,  in  which  the  prop- 
erty intended  to  be  mortgaged  was  described  as  "  ten  new  bug- 


'  Tindall  v.  Wasson,  74  Tnd.  495; 
Griliithsv.  Wheeler,  31  Kan.  17;  Yaiit 
V.  Harvey,  55  Iowa,  4'Jl;  Eu'gort  v. 
White,  59  Iowa,  41)4;  Kimball  u.  Sat- 
tley,  55  Vt.  285;  45  Am.  Hup.  G14; 
Lawrence  v,  Evarts,  7  Ohio  St.  194; 
Golden  v.  Cockril,  1  Kan.  259;  81  Am. 
Dec.  510;  Warnor  v.  Wilson,  T,i  Iowa, 
719;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  710;  New  v. 
bailors,  114  Ind.  407;  5  Am.  St.  Rep. 
632. 

^Morrow  v.  Reed,  30  Wis.  81;  Par- 
sons >Sav.  Bank  v.  Sargent,  20  Kaa.  576. 

'  Kaysing  v.  Hughes,  64  111.  123; 
Manor  V.  Sheehan,  30  Minn.  419;  Cush- 
man  v.  Luther,  53  N.  H.   562;  Keu- 


nard  v.  (iray,  58  N.  H.  51;  Varney  o. 
Hawes,  OS  Me.  442. 

*  Byraiu  w.  (jordon,  11  Mich.  S.'U. 

'  Ackerman  v.  HunsicUer,  85  N.  Y. 
43;  39  Am.  Kep.  621;  Collier  t>.  Faulk, 
G9  Ala.  58;  Gray  v.  Helm,  60  iMi.ss. 
131;  Jones  v.  Guaranty  etc.  Co.,  101 
U.  8.  622;  Davenport  v.  McChesuey, 
S6  N.  Y.  242;  Morris  v.  Tillson,  81 
111.  607;  Mounot  v.  Ibert,  33  Barb.  24. 

«  Page  r.  Ordway,  40  N.  H.  253; 
Clark  V.  Hyiuan,  55  Iowa,  14;  39  Am. 
Rep.  100;  Holmes  v.  Hinkle,  63  Ind. 
518;  Sweetser  v.  Lowell,  33  Me.  446; 
Paine  v.  Benton,  32  Wis.  491. 

'  Bliucoe  V.  Lee,  12  Bush,  358. 
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gies."  Possession  was  not  delivered  to  B.  A  had  at  the  time 
more  than  ten  buggies  on  hand.  Held,  ineffectual  to  pass  title 
to  any  particular  buggies,  or  to  any  interest  in  the  buggies  on 
hand;  and  that  B  could  not  maintain  an  action  for  the  recov- 
ery of  ten  new  buggies  in  the  j)ossession  of  A  or  his  personal 
represr'itatives:  BUikelcy  v.  Patrirk,  67  N.  C.  40;  12  Am.  Rcj). 
600.  In  another  case  the  description  was  "one  bay  mare,  two 
mare  mules,  one  horse  mule."  Held,  not  sulhcient  to  put  ;i 
bona  fide  purchaser  from  the  mortgagor  of  one  black  horse  mulu 
nine  years  old,  and  one  black  mare  mule  four  years  old,  on  tio- 
tice  by  its  record  that  the  property  mortgaged  was  the  same  as 
that  purchased:  Stcnart  v.  Jaqnes,  77  Ga.  365;  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
86.  A  gav<'  a  mortgage  to  B  upon  cattle  and  their  increase 
The  mortgage  contained  a  statement  of  the  colors,  ages,  and 
names  of  the  cattle,  but  not  of  their  present  or  past  ownership, 
nor  of  the  place  where  they  were  or  iiad  been  kept.  Hell, 
insufficient:  Warner  v.  Wihnn,  73  Iowa,  719;  5  Am.  St.  Rej). 
710.  The  description  was  "  all  of  the  goods  now  in  the  shop 
occupied  by  me  in  Bangor."  Held,  sufficient:  Burditt  v. 
Hunt,  25  Me.  410;  43  Am.  Dec.  289.  "All  and  singular  the 
stock,  tools,  and  chattels  belonging  to  me  in  and  about  the 
wheelwright  shop  occupied  bv  me."  Held,  a  sufficient  descrij)- 
tion:  Hardinf/  v.  Coburn,  12' Met.  333;  46  Am.  Dec.  680.  A 
mortgage  being  made  of  the  "  following  goods  and  chattels,"  a 
separate  piece  of  paper  containing  a  list  of  articles  was  at- 
tached by  a  wafer  to  the  mortgage.  Held,  the  presumption  was 
that  the  paper  was  amiexed  before  execution  of  the  mortgage: 
Belknap  v.  Wendell,  21  N.  H.  175.  "  One  horse  "  may  be  a  suf- 
ficient description  if  the  mortgagor  has  only  one  horse:  Spire;/ 
V.  Grant,  96  N.  C.  214.  A  mortgage  of  "  one  bay  horse  named 
Billy,  ten  years  old,  one  one-seated  buggy,  and  one  set  of  single 
harness,"  held,  a  sufficient  description,  the  mortgage  showing 
the  county  of  the  mortgagor's  residence:  Brock  v.  Barr,  70 
Towa,  399.  A  mortgage  of  "  twenty-three  head  of  horses  and 
mules,"  held,  a  sullicient  description,  they  being  all  the  mort- 
gagor had:  Wiley  v.  Shars,  21  Neb.  712.  A  mortgage  of  "ten 
steers,"  held,  as  against  an  attachment,  insufficient  as  to  de- 
script'on,  the  mortgagor  having  ninety-eight  steers,  to  any  ten 
of  which  the  description  would  apply:  Price  v.  McComas,  21 
Neb.  195.  A  gave  6  an  absolute  bill  of  sale  of  certain  lumber, 
and  B  gave  A  a  writing  providing  that  B  should  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  all  the  lumber  and  apply  the  proceeds,  first,  to  paying 
A's  indebtedness  to  B  and  the  expenses  of  sale,  and  second,  to 
paying  over  to  A  the  remainder  of  such  proceeds.  Held,  that 
these  transactions  did  not  constitute  a  mortgage:  Camp  v. 
Thompson f  25  Minn.  175. 
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§  3078.  Who  may  be  Parties.— As  a  general  rule,  a 
chattel  mortgage  may  be  made  by  any  person  who  is  sui 
juris,  aud  capable  of  entering  into  other  species  of 
contracts,  and  the  rules  of  law  affecting  the  validity  or 
invalidity  of  a  chattel  mortgage,  when  given  by  an  in- 
fant, married  woman,  or  insane  person,  are  the  same  as 
those  which  obtain  with  regard  to  conveyances  and 
mortgages  of  realty  made  by  such  persons.^  So  chat- 
tel mortgages  may  be  given  by  corporations  and  joint- 
stock  associations;'^  by  partners,'  it  being  considered  that 
the  general  authority  which  a  partner  has  to  transact  the 
partnersliip  business  includes  a  power  to  mortgage  the 
partnership  property  for  that  purpose;''  by  tenants  in 
common;®  by  a  duly  authorized  agent,  and  such  author- 
ization may  be  by  parol.^  But  a  power  to  sell  does  not 
include  a  power  to  mortgage,  and  the  power  must  be 
exercised  in  the  name  of  the  principal.'  An  agent  may 
take  and  enforce  a  mortgage  in  his  own  name,  and  in  so 
doing  will  be  regarded  as  the  trustee  of  his  principal.* 


1  See  page  0000,  ante,  §  0000;  Green 
r.  Wilding.  ^0  Iowa,  679;  44  Am.  Rep. 
696;  Chap.a  v.  Shafer,  49  N.  Y.  407; 
Harner  v.  Dipple,  .31  Ohio  St.  72;  27 
Am.  Rep.  496;  State  v.  Plaistefl,  43 
N.  H.  413;  Miller  v.  Smith,  26  Minn. 
248;  37  Am.  Rep.  407:  State  v.  How- 
ard, 88  N.  C.  650;  Green  v.  Green,  69 
N.  Y.  553;  25  Am.  Rep.  233;  Riley  v. 
Mallory,  33  Conn.  201;  Knaggs  v. 
Green,  48  Wis.  601;  .33  Am.  Rep.  838; 
Skinner  v.  Maxwell,  66  N.  C.  45;  Cur- 
tisa  V.  McDougall,  26  Ohio  St.  66; 
Lancaster  Co.  Nat.  Bank  v.  Moore,  78 
Pa.  St.  407;  21  Am.  Rep.  24;  Schuflf 
V.  Ransom,  79  Ind.  458;  Fay  v.  Bur- 
ditt,  81  Ind.  433;  42  Am.  Rep.  142; 
Fenelon  v.  Hogoboom,  31  Wis.  172; 
Tahnan  v.  Hawkshurst,  4  Dner,  221; 
Schoenrock  v.  Farley,  17  Jones  &  S. 
302. 

■'  Ward  V.  Johnson,  95  111.  215;  Nel- 
son V.  Neil,  15  Hun,  383;  Sherman  v. 
Fitch,  98  Mass.  59;  Hamilton  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 145  Mass.  20;  Eureka  Iron 
and  Steel  Works  v.  Bresnahan,  60 
Mich.    332;    Amermaa   v.    Wiles,   24 


N.  J.  Eq.  13;  Moran  v.  Strauss,  6  Ben. 
249;  Lord  v.  Yoiikers  Fuel  Gas  Co., 
99  N.  Y.  547;  Badger  v.  Batavia  Paper 
Mfg.  Co.,  70  111.  302. 

*  Kennedy  i\  Nat.  Union  Bank,  23 
Hun,  494;  Ogden  v.  Arnot,  29  Hun, 
146;  Richardson  v.  liCster,  83  111.  55; 
Gates  V.  Bennett,  33  Ark.  475;  Clark 
V.  Houghton,  12  Gray,  38;  Woodruff 
V.  King,  47  Wis.  261;  Cutler  v.  Hake, 
47  Mich.  80;  Walker  v.  White,  60 
Mich.  427. 

*  Tapley  v.  Butterfield,  1  Met.  515; 
35  Am.  Dec.  374;  Fromme  v.  Jones, 
13  Iowa,  474. 

*  Gaar  v.  Hurd,  9-2  111.  315;  Smith  v. 
Rice,  56  Ala.  417;  Melin  v.  Reynolds, 
32  Minn.  52. 

*  Cook  V.  Harrison,  19  111.  Ai)p.  402; 
Despatch  Line  of  Packets  v.  Bellamy 
etc.  Co.,  12  N.  H.  205;  37  Am.  Dec. 
203;  Browuell  v.  Hawkins,  4  Barb. 
491. 

'  Switzer  v.  Wilvers,  24  Kan.  384; 
,36  Am.  Rep.  259.  See  ante,  Title  Real 
Property. 

*  Varney  v.  Hawes,  68  Me.  442. 
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The  unpaid  vendor  of  chattels,  who  has  parted  with  the 
possession  on  condition  that  the  title  is  not  to  pass  until 
the  price  is  paid,  may  mortgage  them,  and  thq  title  of 
such  mortgagee  takes  precedence  of  that  of  the  condi- 
tional buyer.' 

Illustrations.  —  C,  as  trustee  for  E.  C,  executed  a  chattel 
mortgage,  and  an  aflidavit  to  foreclose  alleged  tliat  the  mortga}:;t.' 
note  was  given  for  the  purcliase-money  of  the  mortgaged  proi)- 
erty,  due  from  E.  C;  that  she  promised  to  execute  a  mortgage, 
having  C.  sign  for  her,  but  he  signed  his  own  name  as  trustee, 
and  all  parties  intended  the  property  of  E.  C.  to  be  bound. 
Held,  that  the  mortgagee's  remedy,  if  he  had  any,  was  '  . 
equity:  Duh  v.  Ctilpe2)per,  72  Ga.  842. 

§  3079.  What  may  be  Mortgaged.  —  In  most  of  the 
states  every  species  of  personal  property  which  is  capable 
of  absolute  sale,  and  which  has  any  actual  or  prospective 
existence,  may  be  the  subje  '.-matter  of  a  chattel  mortgage;'* 
but  a  mortgage  of  persoud,!  property  of  which  the  mort- 
gagor has  no  possession  or  right  of  possession,  and  whicli 
is  not  the  natural  product  of  property  of  which  he  has 
possession  or  right  of  possession,  is  invalid  against  prior 
creditors  subsequently  obtaining  judgment  and  levying 
upon  the  property  before  delivered.*  So  all  claims  for 
damages  ex  contractu,  interests  in  pending  actions,  and 
claims  growing  out  of  property,  may  be  mortgaged.*  And 
the  interest  which  a  conditional  vendee  takes  in  the  prop- 
erty may  be  mortgaged,  subject  to  the  prior  claims  of 
the  unpaid  vendor.^  But  the  mere  posi'ession  of  property 
on  behalf  of  the  true  owner  confers  no  power  to  mortgage 


»  Everett  v.  Hall,  G7  Me.  497;  Kings- 
land  V.  Drunini,  80  Mo.  040:  Winches- 
ter V.  King,  40  Mich.  102;  Goodwin 
V.  May,  23  Ga.  205. 

■■'  Uorsey  v.  Hall,  7  Neb.  400;  Kim- 
ball V.  Sattley,  55  Vt.  290;  45  Am. 
Rep.  614;  Vt.  Rev.  Laws  1880,  sec. 
19C5;  Wash.  Code,  sec.  1980;  Wyom- 
ing Act  1882,  c.  11,  sec.  7;  N.  H. 
Gen.  Laws  1878,  c.  137,  .sec.  1;  Nev. 
Act  1885,  c.  54;    N.  M.  Coinp.  Laws, 


sec.  1586;  but  in  California,  section 
2955  of  the  Civil  Code  defines  what 
species  of  personal  property  may  bo 
mortgaged:  Morrill  r.  Noyes,  66  Me. 
458;    90  Am.  Dec.  486. 

=<  Parker  v.  Jacobs,  14  S,  C.  112;  37 
Am.  Rep.  724. 

*  Pindell  v.  Grooms,  18  B.  Mon.  501; 
Forman  i;.  Proctor,  9  B.  Mon.  1_'4. 

"  Crompton  v.  Pratt,  105  Mass, 
255. 


4990 


0£N!^RAL   rUIMCIPLES. 


§  3079 


it,  even  in  favor  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser  for  value  without 
notice;*  but  where  an  unpaid  vendor  permits  his  vendee 
to  have  the  possession  and  apparent  ownership  of  the 
property,  and  the  contract  of  conditional  sale  is  not  re- 
corded, a  mortgage  given  by  such  conditional  vendee  will 
take  precedence  over  the  secret  lien  of  the  vendor.' 
Where  fixtures  which  would  otherwise  be  part  of  the 
realty  are  treated  by  the  parties  as  personalty,  or  other- 
wise severed  from  the  freehold,  they  may  be  the  subject  of 
a  chattel  mortgage.'  And  where  a  mortgage  is  given  on 
chattels  about  to  be  annexed  to  the  freehold,  notwith- 
standing they  are  so  annexed  they  will  retain  their  cliar- 
acter  of  personalty,  and  the  mortgage  will  be  valid.*  So 
where  it  is  agreed  that  a  building  erected  on  the  land  of 
another  may  be  removed  at  any  time,  it  is  personal  prop- 
erty, and  may  be  mortgaged  as  such."  It  has  also  been 
held  that  the  rolling  stock  of  a  railroad  company  is  per- 
sonal property,  and  so  may  be  mortgaged  in  that  char- 
acter;® but  the  contrary  is  held  in  a  large  number  of 
decisions,  so  that  no  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  on  the 
subject,"  though  the  constitutions  and  statutes  of  many 
of  tiie  states  have  dealt  with  the  matter  and  defined  the 
status  of  such  property.  A  chattel  mortgage  may  also  be 
given  upon  crops,  both  while  growing  and  after  they  have 
been  gathered  in.'    In  this  connection  a  crop  is  said  to 

'  Glaze  V.  Blake,  56  Ala.  379;  Jewell  619;  Hoyle  w.  R.  R.  Co.,  54  N.  Y.  314; 

V.  Siiupsoii,  38  Kail.  302.  13  Am.  Rep.  5!)5;    Williaiiison  v.  R. 

"Moline    Plow    Co.    v.   Braden,  71  R.   Co.,   29  N.  J.  Eq.    311;    Randall 

Iowa,   141;  Manning  v,  Ciniuiiighain,  v.  Elwell,  52  N.  Y.  521;  11  Am.  Rup. 

21  Neb.  288;    Ohio  and  Miss.  R.   R.  747;  Boston  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Gilrnore,  37 

Co.  V.  Kerr;  49  111.  458.  N.  H.  410;  22  Am.  Dec.  Mii;    Meyer 

^  Smith  V,  Waggoner,   50  Wis.  155;  v.  Johnston,  53  Ala.  352. 

Shell   V.   Haywood,    16   Pa.    St.    523;  '  Strickland  v.  Parker,  54  Me.  263; 


Kinsey  v.  Bailey,  9  Hun,  452;  Tifft  v. 
Horton,  53  N.  Y.  377;  13  Am.  Rep. 
537. 


Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23  111.  300;  Titua 
V.  Mabee,  25  111.  257;  Fanners'  L.  & 
T.  Co.  V.  Commercial  Bank,  11  Wis. 


♦Eaves  v.  Estes,  10  Kan.   314;    15    207;   Pennock  r.  Ooe,  23  How.    117; 


Am.  Rep.  345;    Sisson  v.  Hibbard,  75 
N.  Y.  542. 

^  Lauphere   v.   Lowe,  3   Neb.    131; 
Smith  V.  Benson,  1  Hill,  176. 


Youngmau  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  65  Pa.  St. 
278. 

«  Moore  v.  Byrum,  10  S.  C.  452;  30 
Am.    Rep.    58;    Adams  v.   Tanner,  5 


«  Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  31  Barb.  590;    Ala.  740;    Cook  v.  Steel,  42  Tex.  53; 
Beardsley  v.  Outario  Bank,  31  Barb.     Wiutermute  v.  Light,  46  Barb.   278; 
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be  "growing"  as  soon  as  it  is  sown  or  planted,'  and  it 
has  been  held  that  a  valid  mortgage  may  be  given  on  a 
crop  even  before  it  has  been  planted;^  but  on  the  othor 
hand,  it  is  held  in  some  cases  that  such  a  mortgage  is  void, 
and  conveys  no  title  whatever.'  If  part  of  a  growing  crop 
is  so  described  as  to  be  capable  of  identification,  a  valid 
mortgage  may  be  made  of  it.^  The  purchaser  of  growing 
wood  and  timber  may  mortgage  it  as  personal  property,  to 
take  effect  when  severed  from  the  freehold."  With  respect 
to  after-acquired  property,  the  rule  in  equity  is,  that  if  the 
language  of  the  mortgage  covers  it,  and  it  is  in  existence 
at  the  date  of  the  mortgage,  a  lion  valid  as  between  the 
parties  may  be  given  on  it;"  but  it  is  invalid  as  against 
attaching  creditors  or  subsequent  purchasers,'  though  if 
after  the  acquisition  of  the  property,  and  before  the  inter- 
vention of  other  rights,  the  mortgagee  acquires  possession 
of  the  property,  the  title  thereto  will  vest  in  him  as  against 
all  persons.*  With  regard  to  accessions  to  or  improve- 
ments on  the  chattels,  the  rule  is,  that  they  are  covered  by 


Orcutt  V.  Moore,  134  Mass.  48;  45 
Am.  Rep.  278;  Quiriaque  v.  Dennis, 
24  Cal.  124;  Everman  v.  Robb,  52 
Miss.  C.53;  24  Am.  Rep.  682. 

>  Wilkinson  v.  Ketler,  69  Ala.  435; 
Gotten  V.  Willoughly,  83  N.  0.  75;  35 
Am.  Rep.  564. 

*  Apperson  v.  Moore,  30  Ark.  56;  21 
Am.  Rep.  170;  Argues  r.  Wasson,  61 
Cal.  620;  21  Am.  Rep.  718;  Harris  v. 
Jones,  83  N.  C.  317;  Watkins  v. 
Wyatt,  9  Baxt.  250;  40  Am.  Rep.  90; 
Conderman  v.  Smith,  41  Barb.  404; 
Rawlings  v.  Hunt,  90  N.  C.  270; 
Senter  v.  Mitchell,  16  Fed.  Rep.  206; 
Thrash  v.  Bennett,  57  Ala.  156. 

*  Hutchinson  v.  Ford,  9  Bush,  318; 
15  Am.  Rep.  711;  Cressoy  v.  Sabie,  17 
Hun,  120;  Comstock  v.  Scales,  7  Wis. 
159;  Milliman  v.  Neher,  20  Barb. 
37. 

*  Williamson  v.  Steele,  3  Lea,  527; 
31  Am.  Rep.  652;  Overton  v.  HoUins- 
hade,  4  Heisk.  683;  Stephens  t;.  Tuck- 
er, 55  6a.  543;  Thurman  v.  Jenkins,  2 
Baxt.  426. 

"  Sheldon  v.   Conner,   43  Me.  584; 


Claflin  V.  Carpenter,  4  Met.  580;  .38 
Am.  Dec.  381;  Wood  v.  Lester,  2'J 
Barb.  145. 

«Beall  t'.  White,  94  U.  S.  382; 
Hughes  V.  Wlieeler,  66  Iowa,  641; 
Argues  v.  Wasson,  51  C-il.  620;  21  Am. 
Rep.  718;  Case  v.  Fish,  58  Wis.  56; 
Yates  V.  Olmsted,  56  N.  Y.  632;  Alloa 
V.  Goodnow,  71  Me.  420;  Deeriiig  v. 
Cobb,  74  Me.  332;  43  Am.  Rep.  5<J(i; 
Mitchell  V.  Winslow,  2  Story,  080;  iMc- 
Catfrey  v.  Woodin,  65  N.  Y.  459;  '22 
Am.  Rep.  644,  and  note. 

■  Jones  V.  Richardson,  10  Met.  481; 
Farmers'  L.  &T.  Co.  i\  Long  Beach 
Imp.  Co.,  27  Hun,  89;  Griffiths  r. 
Douglas,  73  Me.  532;  40  Am.  Rep, 
395;  Royr.  Goings,  96  111.  361;  Wil- 
son V.  Wilson,  37  Md.  1;  11  Am.  Rep. 
518;  Goodrich  v.  Williams,  50  Ga.  425; 
Looker  v.  Peckwell,  38  N.  J.  L.  253; 
Gregg  V.  Sanford,  24  111.  17;  76  Am. 
Dec.  719. 

*  Chapin  ».  Cram,  40  Me.  561 ;  Cook 
V.  Corthell,  11  R.  I.  482;  23  Am.  Rep. 
518;  Williams  v.  Briggs,  11  R.  I.  476; 
23  Am.  Rep.  518. 


5001 


QENERAI    PRINCIPLES. 


§3079 


the  mortgage  when  it  is  so  specified.*  The  following  are 
instances:  The  young  of  animals;''  the  growth  of  cuttings 
from  plants  and  shrubs;*  the  shoes  nnvnuAictured  out  of 
leather  cut  and  prei)ared  at  the  date  of  the  mortgage;* 
a  completed  locomotive  whi^jh  was  unfinislicd  when  mort- 
gaged;* new  printing  materials  so  mingled  with  the  old 
specified  in  the  mortgage  as  to  be  incapable  of  separa- 
tion." 

Illustrations. —  The  proprietor  of  a  cotton  factory,  by  an 
instrument  duly  recorded,  in  consideration  of  and  as  security 
for  advances  made  and  to  be  made  by  T.  for  the  purchase  of 
materials  and  for  other  expenses  of  tiie  manufacturing,  cov- 
enanted to  deliver  the  manufactured  product  to  T.,  and  not  to 
sell  any  of  it  himself  without  T.'s  written  authority,  T.  to  re- 
ceive a  commission  on  the  entire  product.  Hi-hl,  a  mortgage 
valid  in  equity  to  secure  T.  for  all  such  advances,  as  against  a 
subsequent  creditor  of  the  proprietor:  First  Nat.  Bank  of  Alex- 
andria V.  Tarnbull,  32  Gratt.  G*.)5;  34  Am.  Rep.  791.  A  mort- 
gaged to  B  a  crop  of  corn  to  be  planted.  The  corn  was  duly 
planted  and  levied  on  as  A's,  B  not  having  taken  possession. 
Held,  that  the  levy  was  good  as  against  the  mortgagee:  Cnle 
V.  Kerr,  19  Neb.  553.  A  mortgaged  to  B  an  elevator  which 
was  built  on  land  owned  by  a  railroad  company,  under  a  license 
allowing  A  to  operate  it  for  the  mutual  benefit  to  himself  and  the 
company.  Held,  a  chattel  mortgage:  Deering  v.  Ladd,  22  Fed. 
Rep.  575.  A,  being  tenant  at  will  of  a  store  owned  by  B  as 
real  property,  mortgaged  to  B  a  building  annexed  to  and  con- 
nected with  the  store,  which  building  was  owned  by  A  as  per- 
sonal property.  Held,  that  the  description  of  the  mortgaged 
premises  as  "  a  building  and  appurtenances  "  did  not  have  tlie 
effect  to  surrender  or  transfer  to  B  the  right  A  had  to  occupy 
the  store:  Goodenow  v.  Allen,  68  Me.  308. 


'  Sumner  v.  Hamlet,  13  Pick.  76; 
Pulcifer  r.  Page,  32  Me.  404;  54  Am. 
Dec.  582;  Hamlin  v.  Jerrard,  72  Mo. 
62. 

«  Kellogg  r.  Lovely,  46  Mich.  131; 
41  Am.  Rep.  151;  Sawyer  v.  Gerrish, 
70  Me.  254;  35  Am.  Rep.  323;  Winter 
V.  Landphere,  42  Iowa,  471;  Funk  v. 
Paul,  64  Wis.  35;    54  Am.  Rep.  576; 


Rogers  v.  Highland,  69  Iowa,  504;  58 
Am.  Rep.  2:i0. 

»  Bryant  v.  Pennell,  61  Me.  108;  14 
Am.  Rep.  550. 

*  Putnam  v.  Gushing,  10  Gray, 
334. 

*Jencke3  r.  GofiFe,  1  R.  L  511;  Ex 
parte  Ames,  1  Low.  Dec.  561. 

«  Fowler  v.  Hofifman,  31  Mich.  215. 
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REGISTRATION. 

§  3080.  In  general. 

§  3081.  Filing  and  refiling. 

§  3082.  Precedence  of  unrecorded  mortgages. 

§  3083.  Actual  notice. 

§  3080.  In  General.  —  As  a  supplement  to  the  system 
prevailing  throughout  the  Union  with  regard  to  the  re- 
cording of  documents  affecting  realty/  it  is  provided  in 
nearly  all  the  states  cliat  chattel  mortgages  shall  be  filed, 
recorded,  or  registered  in  accordance  with  the  various 
statutes,  in  order  that  they  may  be  valid  as  against  credi- 
tors  of  the  mortgagor  or  subsequent  purchasers  or  encum- 
brancers  without  notice,  unless  the  property  is  delivered 
to  and  retained  by  the  mortgagee.'^  As  between  the  par- 
ties a  chattel  mortgage  is  effectual  without  registration, 
filing,  or  recording,  and  even  though  the  possession  of 
the  chattels  remains  unchanged;'  but  as  against  attach- 
ing creditors,  or  execution  creditors  who  levy  before  tlie 


'  As  to  which,  see  ante,  Title  Real 
Property. 

"Ala.  Code,  sec.  2162;  Ark.  Dig., 
sees.  4742,  4750;  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec. 
2957;  Col.  Gen.  Stats.,  sees.  163,  172; 
Dak.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1744;  Fla. 
Dig.  1881,  c.  31,  sec.  1;  Ga.  Code 
1882,  soc.  1950;  111.  Rev.  Stata.,  art. 
95,  sec.  1;  Ind.  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  4913; 
Iowa  Rev.  Code,  sec.  1923;  Kan. 
Comp.  Laws  1879,  c.  68,  sec.  9;  Me. 
Rev.  Stats.,  o.  91,  sec.  1;  Mass.  Pub. 
Stats.  1882,  0.  192,  sec.  1;  Md.  Rev. 
Code  1878,  art.  44,  sec.  45;  Mo.  Rev. 
Stats.,  sec.  2503;  Mich.  Annot.  Stats., 
sec.  6193;  Minn.  Gen.  Stats.  1878,  c. 
39,  sec.  1;  Mont.  Act  ISSl,  p.  3,  sees. 
1-4;  N.  H.  Gen.  Laws  1878,  c.  137, 
sec.  2;  N.  Y.  Act  183*^,  c.  279,  sec.  1; 
N.  J.  Act  1878,  c.  ^M;  Act  1881,  c. 
179,  sec.  4;  Acl  1885,  c.  244,  sec.  4; 
N.  C.  Code  1883,  sec.  1254;  Neb. 
Comp.   Stats.,  pt.  1,  c.  32,  sec.   14; 


Nev,  Comp.  Laws,  sec.  294;  Ohio  Rev. 
Stats.  1880,  sec.  4150;  Or.  Gen.  Laws 
1872,  0.  6,  sec,  46;  Pa.  Pub.  L;iws 
1855,  p.  369;  1887,  p.  73;  R.  I.  Pub. 
Stats.  1882,  c.  176,  sec.  9;  S.  C.  Gen. 
Stats.  1882,  sec.  4346;  Tenn.  Codu 
1884,  sec.  2809;  Tex.  Rev.  Stata. 
1879,  sec.  4341;  Utah  Comp.  Laws 
1888,  sees.  2801-2814;  Vt.  Rev. 
Laws  1880,  sec.  1966;  Va.  Code  1873, 
c.  114,  sec.  5;  W.  Va.  Rev.  Stata. 
1878,  art.  96,  .sec.  5;  Wis.  Rev.  Stats., 
sec.  2313;  Wash.  Code,  sec.  1987; 
Wyo.  Act  1882,  c.  11,  sec.  2. 

=•  Williamson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  26  N.  J. 
Eq.  398;  Stewart  v.  Piatt,  101  U.  S. 
731;  Morrow  v.  Reed,  30  Wis.  81; 
Pancoast  v.  Am.  Heating  Co.,  66  How. 
Pr.  49;  Merrick  v.  Avery,  14  Ark. 
370;  Fuller  v.  Paige,  26  111.  358;  79 
Am.  Dec.  379;  Bismarck  Bldg.  &  L. 
Ass'u  V.  Bolster,  92  Pa.  St.  123. 
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mortgage  is  recorded,  it  is  void.*  The  registration  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee  only,  and  for  his  protection 
against  the  possible  claims  of  subsequent  bona  fide  pur- 
chasers, or  creditors  acquiring  a  lien  without  notice,  and 
ho  ought  to  pay  the  cost  of  it."  The  registration  of  a  bill 
of  sale,  apparently  absolute,  but  shown  by  parol  to  be  a 
mortgage,  is  effectual  as  to  third  parties  as  notice  of  a 
mortgage.' 

§3081.  Piling  and  Refiling.  — The  object  of  filing  a 
chattel  mortgage  is  to  give  notice  of  its  existence  to  credi- 
tors and  subsequent  purchasers,  when  the  chattels  remain 
in  the  possession  of  the  mortgagor,  so  that  if  the  posses- 
sion be  transferred  filing  is  not  requisite.''  The  filing  is 
generally  required  to  be  in  the  office  of  the  town  clerk 
or  in  the  county  where  the  mortgagor  resides.'  But  the 
statutes  of  the  various  states  provide  for  matters  of  this 
nature,  and  must  be  complied  with.  Where  the  mort- 
gagor has  removed  from  the  town  or  county  where  he 
resided  when  the  mortgage  was  executed,  and  where  it 
was  recorded,  and  taken  the  property  with  him,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  record  the  mortgage  again  in  the  town  or 
county  to  which  he  has  removed.^  Where  there  are  sev- 
eral mortgagors,  residing  in  different  towns,  the  mortgage 
is  invalid  unless  recorded  in  all  of  such  towns.^  In  the 
case  of  corporations,  the  proper  place  to  record  the  mort- 
gage is  where  the  principal  office  of  the  corporation  within 


'  Cass  V.  Rothman,  42  Ohio  St.  380; 
Garland  v.  Plummer,  72  Me.  397; 
Waite  V.  Mathews,  50  Mich.  392; 
Parshall  v.  Eggart,  52  Barb.  367. 

''  yimon  V.  Sewell,  64  Ala.  241. 

'  Nicklin  v.  Betts  Spring  Co.,  11  Or. 
40G;  50  Am.  Rep.  477. 

*  Cooper  0.  Brock,  41  Mich.  488; 
Morrow  v.  Reed,  30  Wis.  81;  Gregg 
V.  Sanford,  24  111.  17;  76  Am.  Deo. 
719;  VVescott  v.  Gunn,  4  Duer,  107; 
Steele  v.  Benham,  84  N.  Y.  634; 
Kanaga  v.  Taylor,  7  Ohio  St.  134;  70 
Am.  l>ec.  62. 


'  Hicks  V.  Williams,  17  Barb.  523; 
Stowe  V.  Meserve,  13  N.  H.  46; 
Bither  v.  Buswell,  51  Me.  601;  Smith 
V.  Jenks,  1  Denio,  580. 

«  Ofifut  V.  Flagg,  ION.  H.  46;  Bar- 
rows V.  Turner,  50  Me.  127;  Elsou  v. 
Barrier,  56  Miss.  394;  Hoit  v.  Remick, 
UN.  H.  285;  Pease  v.  Odenkirchen, 
42  Conn.  415;  Griffith  v.  Morrison,  58 
Tex.  46:  Harris  v.  Jones,  83  N.  0. 
317. 

•  Aultman  v.  Guy,  41  Ohio  St.  598; 
Morrill  v.  Sanford,  49  Me.  566;  Rich 
V.  Roberts,  50  Me.  395. 
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the  stato  is  situated,  and  not  tiio  place  wlioro  the  propi'ity 
is.'  Where  a  joint-stock  association  is  tlie  mortgaj^or,  tho 
mortgage  sliould  bo  filed  where  the  business  of  the  asso- 
ciation is  principally  conducted,  and  not  wherever  the 
stockholders  reside.^  When  tho  mortgagor  is  non-residiiil, 
the  statute  sometimes  requires  the  mortgage  to  be  tiled 
in  the  town  or  county  where  the  chattels  are  at  tho  date 
of  the  mortgage.'  If  the  statute  provides  for  the  fJin^  of 
the  mortgage  where  the  mortgagor  resides  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  and  the  mortgagor  is  resi- 
dent  out  of  the  state  at  that  time,  then  the  mortgage  can- 
not  be  recorded,  unless  the  statute  also  provides  for  its 
being  recorded  where  the  chattels  are,  and  the  mortgaijeo 
must  resort  to  his  common-law  rights  to  hold  the  piup. 
erty  against  other  creditors.*  Some  of  the  statutes  re- 
quire the  mortgage  to  be  filed  or  recorded  "forthwith" 
after  its  execution,  and  others  at  periods  varying  from 
ten  to  forty  days.'  But  the  validity  of  the  mortgage  \a 
not  affected,  as  between  the  parties,  by  any  delay  in  record- 
ing it,  and  if  recorded  after  the  statutory  time  it  is  valid 
as  against  an  encumbriuice  created  after  the  recording.*' 
The  effect  of  the  filing  in  many  of  the  states  continues 
only  for  a  limited  period  as  provided  by  the  various 
statutes,  usually  a  year;  and  if  the  mortgagee  desires 
to  retain  the  benefit  of  the  statute,  he  must  refile  or  re- 
cord the  mortgage  within  the  prescribed  time,  and  repeat 
the  operation  from  time  to  time  as  may  be  necessary.'   A 


'  Wright  V.  Bandy,  11  Ind.  398. 

« Nelson  v.  Neil,  15  Hun,  383. 

»  De  Courcey  v.  Collins,  21  N.  J.  Eq. 
357. 

♦  Hammers  v.  Dole,  61  111.  307; 
Smith  V.  Moore,  41  N.  H.  65. 

'"Forthwith":  Kan.  Comp.  Laws 
1879,  c.  68,  sec.  9;  Tex.  Rev.  Stats. 
1879,  sec.  4341;  N.  M.  Comp.  Laws, 
sec.  1587.  Ten  days:  Lid.  Rev.  Stats., 
sec.  4913;  15  Del.  Laws,  c.  477,  sec. 
I.  Fifteen  days:  Mass.  Pub.  Stats., 
c.  192,  sec.  1;  Act  of  1883,  c.  73. 
Twenty  days:   Md.  Rev.   Code  1878, 


art.  44,  sec.  50.  Forty  days:  8.  C, 
Gen.  Stats.  1882,  sec.  2346. 

«McVay  v.  English,  30  Kan.  308; 
Wescott  V.  Gunn,  4  Duer,  107. 

'  Kan.  Comp.  Laws.  c.  OS,  sec.  11; 
Mich.  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  619(5;  Mont. 
Laws  1885,  c.  4;  N.  Y.  Laws  187.S,  c. 
501,  p.  767;  1833,  c.  279,  sec.  3;  N.  J. 
Rev.  Stats.,  Mortgages,  41;  Nev, 
Laws  1885,  c.  54;  N.  M.  Comp.  Laws, 
sec.  1589;  Or.  Gen.  Stats.,  c.  ti,  3i;c. 
48;  Ohio  Rev.  Stats.,  sec.  4155;  Utah 
Laws  1885,  c.  5;  in  which  states  the 
refiling  must  be  within  one  year.    lu 
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chattel  mortgage  must  be  rofiloJ  within  the  hour  of  the 
proricribed  time  from  the  next  preceding  filing,  tis  frac- 
tions of  a  day  are  to  be  taken  into  account  in  reckoning 
the  period.*  But  a  subsequent  encumbrancer  with  actual 
notice  obtains  no  additional  rights  by  an  omission  to 
rt'tilo.'  When  the  refiling  is  not  made  until  after  tlio  pre- 
scribed period,  the  lieu  of  the  mortgage  is  resti>reil,  as 
a<,'iiinst  an  encumbrance  arising  after  the  refiling.'  The 
stiiLutes  frequently  provide  that  the  refiling  must  be  had 
within  thirty  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  prescribed 
timo,  and  a  refiling  before  the  commencen>ent  of  that 
period  would  be  entirely  nugatory.^  The  object  of  tho 
law  in  requiring  a  refiling  is  to  bui^f>1y  information  to  all 
persons  interested  therein  regarding  the  position  of  the 
property  with  regard  to  encunibrances  upon  it.''  As  to 
the  mode  of  tiling,  the  certificiiir,  of  the  rec^niing  oflicer 
;••.  conclusive  of  that  fact.'  But  a  certiiioule  of  such  ollicer 
that  a  paper  is  a  copy  of  the  origijial  mortgage  ii,  not 
proof  of  the  existence  of  the  mortgage,  which  must  be  pro- 
duced and  proved,  or  its  absence  accounted  for,  to  admit 
of  the  introduction  of  secondary  evidence.''  The  filing  is 
complete  from  the  moment  the  mortgage  is  left  with  the 
proper  oflficer  for  record,  and  the  public  is  charged  with 
notice  before  the  document  is  actually  copied  into  the 
records.** 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgaged  chattels  to  B  and  C.  They 
employed  him  to  file  the  mortgage,  and  he,  at  tlie  time  of  filing 
it,  for  his  own  purposes,  and  without  their  knowledge,  requested 

Nat.  Bank  v.  Sprague,  21  N.  J.  Eti. 
530. 

"  Marsden  v.  Cornell,  62  N.  Y.  219; 
Briggs  V.  Mutte,  42  Mich.  12. 

"Head  v.  Goodwin,  37  Me.  ISl; 
Adama  v.  Pratt,  109  Mass.  59. 

•  Fellows  V.  Hyring,  23  How.  Pr. 
2S0;  Bissell  v.  Pearoe,  28  N.  Y.  252; 
Hewitt  V.  Morris,  5  Jones  &  S.  18. 

"Jordan  v.  Farnsworth,  15  Gray, 
517;  Craig  v.  Diuiock,  47  III.  308;  Gor- 
hain  V.  Sunnners,  25  Miuu.  81;  Me- 
lieria  v.  Oaks,  67  Cal.  57. 


Colorado,  Illinois,  and  Minnesota  it 
must  be  witliiu  two  years;  in  Dakota 
witliin  three  years;  and  in  Nebraska 
witliin  five  years. 

'  Seamen  v.  Eager,  16  Oiiio  St.  209. 
Contra  in  Michigan:  Gritlin  v,  Forrest, 
49  Mich.  309. 

^  Wetherell  v.  Spencer,  3  Mich.  123; 
Hill  V.  Beebe,  13  N.  Y.  556;  Mack  v. 
Phelan,  92  N.  Y.  20;  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Sprague,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  5.30. 

'  Nixon  V.  Stanley,  33  Hun,  247. 

♦  Newell  V.  Warner,  44  Barb.   258; 
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the  clerk  "to  place  it  at  the  bottom  of  the  pile,  so  that  nobody 
would  see  it,"  and  said  that  he  did  not  want  anybody  to  know 
that  he  had  given  it:  Held,  that  such  request  was  not  within 
the  scope  of  his  agency  for  the  mortgagees,  and  did  not  preju- 
dice their  rights:  Case  v.  Jewell,  18  Wis.  498;  80  Am.  Dec. 
752.  The  California  coae  makes  chattel  mortgages  good  as 
against  bona  fide  purchasers,  etc.,  when  recorded  "in  like  man- 
ner as  are  grants  of  real  property."  Grants  of  real  property 
are  deemed  recorded  in  that  state  when  deposited  for  record. 
Held,  sufficient  in  the  case  of  a  chattel  mortgage:  Mcherin  v. 
Oaks,  67  Cal.  57.  A,  in  pursuance  of  a  previous  agreement  to 
secure  the  indorser  of  his  notes,  executed  and  filed  for  record 
a  mortgage  on  his  chattels,  and  at  the  same  time  executed  an- 
other mortgage  on  the  same  chattels  to  secure  a  creditor,  this 
mortgage  being  filed  the  next  day.  Held,  that  the  mortgage 
first  filed  constituted  a  first  lien:  Capitol  City  Bank  v.  Hodinn, 
24  Fed.  Rep.  1.  In  Virginia,  a  mortgage  of  slaves  was  recorded 
in  the  county  of  A,  the  slaves  bei"g  at  the  time  of  the  exe- 
cution and  recording  of  the  deed  in  the  county  of  B.  After- 
wards the  slaves  were  removed  to  A,  but  the  deed  was  not 
recorded  anew  after  such  removal.  The  mortgagor  then  mort- 
gaged the  same  slaves  to  another  person  while  the  slaves 
were  thus  in  A,  and  this  mortgage  was  recorded  in  A.  Held, 
that  the  first  mortgage  was  not  duly  recorded,  and  so  was  void 
as  against  the  second  mortgagee:  Lane  v.  Mason,  5  Leigh,  520. 
A  livory-stable  keeper  who  resided  in  Vermont  bought  horse.'?, 
which  he  kept  and  used  during  the  traveling  season  of  three 
months  in  New  Hampshire.  Held,  that  the  losses  were  "  situ- 
ate" in  New  Hampshire  under  New  Hampshire  General  Laws, 
requiring  a  mortgage  of  personalty  to  be  recorded  in  the  town 
where  the  property  is  situate:  Lathe  v.  Schoff,  60  N.  H.  34.  A 
sold  and  delivered  to  B  certain  personal  property,  taking  from 
him  a  mortgage  on  the.  same,  which  was  not  recorded  until  the 
next  day.  At  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  property  to  B,  a 
constable  had  in  his  hands  an  execution  against  B.  Held,  tliat 
on  delivery  to  B,  the  lien  of  the  judgment  attached  as  against 
the  lien  of  the  mortgage,  which  did  not  attach  until  the  same 
was  recorded:  Self  v.  ISanford,  4  111.  App.  328.  New  York  Act, 
1883,  chapter  279,  provides  that  mortgages  not  accompanied  by 
delivery  shall  be  void  as  against  the  mortgagor's  creditors,  un- 
less filed.  Held,  that  a  bill  of  sale  duly  filed  may  be  good  as 
a  mortgage,  although  the  agreement  that  it  shall  be  a  mortgage 
rests  in  parol,  and  is  not  filed:  Preston  v.  Southwick,  42  Hun, 
291.  A  gave  to  B  a  mortgage  upon  chattels  in  the  town  of 
Flatbush,  Kings  County,  New  York.  Held,  that  such  mortgage 
should  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  that  town,  and  not 
in  the  office  of  the  register  of  Kings  County:  Martin  v.  Rotht- 
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child,  42  Hun,  410.  The  Texas  statute  requires  the  clerk  to 
indorse  on  a  chattel  mortgage  "the  time  of  receiving  it." 
Held,  that  the  use  of  the  words  "  filed  for  record  "  suiliciently 
indicated  the  time  of  receiving  the  mortgage:  Cook  v.  Ilalsell, 
65  Tex.  1. 

§  3082.    Precedence  of  Unrecorded  Mortgages.— The 

general  rule  is,  that  the  order  of  precedence  follows  the 
order  of  execution.*  But  where  by  statute  a  prior  unre- 
corded mortgage  is  made  absolutely  void  as  against  a  sub- 
sequent bona  fide  mortgage,  it  is  held  that  the  latter  takes 
priority  over  the  former,  though  neither  of  them  is 
recorded.^  Where  the  consideration  for  the  second  mort- 
gage is  a  past  debt,  and  that  for  the  first,  though  unre- 
corded, mortgage  is  a  present  advance,  the  rule  in  New 
York  is,  that  the  second  mortgage  is  not  bona  fide,  and 
even  though  recorded  before  the  first  one,  does  not  take 
precedence  of  it.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  manufacturing  company  gave  to  a  credi- 
tor a  paper  acknowledging  that  the  company  had  pledged  to 
him  certain  chattels  in  its  factory.  The  superintendent  of  the 
company  agreed  to  hold  possession  for  the  pledgee.  The  chat- 
tels remained  in  the  factory,  and  the  superintendent  exercised 
the  same  control  over  them  after  the  pledging  as  before.  A 
took  a  mortgage  on  the  chattels  to  secure  a  debt  and  loan,  the 
superintendent  informing  A  that  there  were  no  liens  on  them, 
and  A  not  knowing  that  there  were.  Held,  that  A  could  hold 
as  against  the  pledgee:  Dirigo  Tool  Co.  v.  Woodruff,  41  N.  J. 
Eq.  336.  L,  thought  a  mule  from  R.,  agreeing  that  title  should 
remain  in  R.  until  payment  was  made.  L.  mortgaged  to  R. 
iuiotlier  mule  as  collateral  security.  Afterwards  L.  authorized 
R.  to  take  possession.  H.,  who  had  the  possession,  paid  what 
was  due,  and  took  an  assignment  of  the  mortgage.  Held,  that 
his  rights  were  paramount  to  those  of  one  to  whom  L.  after- 
wards gave  a  mortgage:  Grice  v.  Hashins,  73  Ga.  700. 

§  3083.  Actual  Notice.  — This  includes  also  implied 
and  constructive  notice,  and    such   knowledge,  whether 

'  xifTany  ».  Warren,  24 How.  Pr. 293.  »  Jones  v.  Graham,  77  N.  Y.  628; 

» Bank  of  Farmington  v.  Ellis,  30  Wiles  v.  Clapp,  41  Barb.  645;  TifiFany 

Minn.  270;  De  Courcey  v.  Collins.  21  v.  Warren,  24  How.   Pr.  293.     And  a 

N.  J.  Eq.  357;  Coster  v.  Bank  of  Geor-  similar  rule  obtains  in  Alabama:  Craft 

gia,  24  Ala.  37,  63.  v.  Russell,  67  Ala.  9. 
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direct  or  such  as  may  be  acquired  by  fair  inference  from 
surrounding  facts  and  circumstances,  as  would  put  a  man 
of  ordinary  prudence  upon  inquiry.  The  neglect  to  make 
inquiry,  where  there  are  indications  of  its  necessity,  raises 
a  presumption  of  mala  fides}  So  that  if  the  property  is 
in  the  possession  of  a  third  person  not  the  intending 
mortgagor,  it  is  held  to  be  sufficient  to  put  the  mortgagee 
upon  inquiry,  and  to  charge  him  with  notice  of  everything 
which  it  may  be  fairly  supposed  would  have  been  ascer- 
tained  by  such  inquiry.''  There  is  no  difiference  in  the 
doctrine  of  notice  and  its  application,  whether  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  mortgage  is  real  or  personal  property.  To 
be  effectual,  actual  notice  should  embrace  notice  of  every- 
thing which  the  statute  requires  to  be  recorded.*  Where 
the  words  in  a  mortgage,  "free  and  clear  from  all  encum- 
brances, liens,"  etc.,  had  been  erased,  it  was  held  that 
evidence  of  such  erasure  was  properly  admitted  upon  tlio 
question  of  the  mortgagee's  actual  notice  of  a  prior  mort- 
gage subsequently  recorded,*  Also  if  the  notice  is  received 
by  a  creditor  when  he  is  about  attaching  the  property,  it 
is  too  late,  and  he  may  proceed  with  his  attachment  and 
obtain  priority  over  the  mortgage.*  But  if  notice  of  an 
unrecorded  mortgage  is  given  to  a  purchaser  or  mortgagee 
before  the  completion  of  the  sale  or  mortgage,  and  he  goes 
on  and  parts  with  his  money,  it  is  evidence  of  mala  fides 
on  his  part,  and  he  will  be  postponed  to  the  holder  of  the 
unrecorded  mortgage.^  Where,  however,  the  statute  makes 
unrecorded  mortgages  void  against  persons  other  than  the 
parties,  subsequent  purchasers  and  mortgagees,  even  with 


>  Mack  V.  Phelan,  92  N.  Y.  20;  Mo- 
line  Plow  Co.  V.  Braden,  71  Iowa,  141; 
Oliver  v.  Sanborn,  60  Mich.  IM6; 
Millar  v.  Olney,  69  Mich.  560;  Allen  v. 
McOalla,  25  Iowa,  464;  96  Am.  Dec. 
56. 

•••Maul  V.  Rider,  66  Pa.  St.  167; 
Williamson  v.  Brown,  15  N.  Y.  354; 
Buck  V.  Paine,  50  Miss.  648;  Riley  v. 
Uoyt,  29  Hun,  114. 

*  Sawyer  v.  Penuell,  19  Me.  167. 


*  Williams  ».  Bresnahan,  66  Mich.C.'U, 

*  Stow  V.   Meserve,  13  N.    H.   40; 
Brown  v.  Smith,  65  Iowa,  31. 

«  Boyd  ti.  Beck,  29  Ala.  703;  Bray  v. 
Flickinger,  69  Iowa,  167;  Paulus  v. 
Munn,  48  Mich.  190;  Clark  v.  Tarliell, 
57  N.  H.  328;  Williamson  v.  R,  R. 
Co.,  26  N,  J.  Eq.  398;  Gildersleeve  r. 
Landon,  73  N.  Y.  609;  Houk  v.  Cou 
don,  40  Ohio  St.  669;  Coble  v.  None- 
maker,  78  Pa.  8t.  601. 
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actual  notice,  are  not  bound  by  them.*  And  in  New  York 
and  New  Jersey,  even  though  a  creditor  knows  of  the 
existence  of  a  prior  mortgage  which  has  not  been  filed, 
such  knowledge  does  not  estop  him  from  raising  the  ob- 
jection of  its  invalidity  for  want  of  filing.' 

Illustrations.— A  mortgaged  chattels  to  B,  and  then  to  C. 
C  knew  of  the  mortgage  to  B,  but  first  put  his  own  mortgage  on 
record.  After  both  mortgages  were  recorded,  C  sold  his  mortgage 
to  D.  Heldf  that  B's  rights  were  paramount  to  L  s:  Hoagland 
V.  Shampanore,  37  N.  J.  Eq.  588.  A  had  an  unrecorded  mort- 
gage on  a  vessel,  which  had  not  been  acknowledged  before 
an  authorized  person;  B  had  a  subsequent  mortgage  duly  tv- 
corded,  but  had  actual  knowledge  of  A's  mortgage.  Held,  that 
the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  vessel  should  be  applied  first 
to  A's  mortgage:  The  John  T.  Moore,  3  Woods,  61.  A  bought  a 
steamboat  from  B,  and  gave  his  notes  in  payment.  It  was 
agreed  that  these  notes  should  constitute  a  first  lien  on  the  boat, 
and  if  not  paid  at  maturity,  should  be  satisfied  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  boat,  to  be  sold  by  C  as  trustee.  This  agreem^t 
was  not  recorded.  Held,  that  it  was  a  mortgage,  and  void 
against  a  purchaser  from  A  without  notice,  although  he  did  not 
register  his  conveyance  until  he  had  notice  of  B's  claim:  Bvrd 
V.  Wilcox,  8  Baxt.  65. 

'  Rawlings  v.   Bean,   80    Mo.   614;        «  Sayre  v.  Hewes,  32  N.  J.  Eq.  652; 
Gassuer  v.    Patterson,    23    Cal.    299;    Farmers*  Loan  etc.   v.   Hendrickaon, 
Travis  V.  Bishop,  13  Met.  304;  Garland    23  Barb.  484. 
V.  Plummer,  72"  Me.  397. 
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CHAPTER  CL. 

RIGHTS  AND  LIABILITIES  OP  THE  PARTIES. 

§  3084.  The  mortgagor. 

§  80S5.  The  mortgagee. 

§  30S6.  The  mortgagor's  assignee. 

§  3087.  The  assiguee  of  the  mortgagee. 

§  3084.  The  Mortgagor.  —  So  long  as  the  mortgagor 
remains  in  possession  of  the  property,  and  before  default, 
he  is  entitled  to  deal  with  it,  subject  to  the  rights  of  the 
mortgagee,  as  he  could  have  done  before  the  mortgage. 
But  in  the  absence  of  any  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  the 
mortgagee  can  take  possession  at  any  time.*  Until  the 
title  of  the  mortgagee  become  absolute  by  breach  of  con- 
dition,  the  mortgagor  has  an  interest  in  tVie  property 
which  can  be  levied  on  and  sold  under  execution,  the 
purchaser  standing  in  the  shoes  of  the  mortgagor.' 
Where  the  circumstances  entitling  the  mortgagee  to  pos- 
session are  specified  in  the  mortgage,  the  presumption  is 
that  in  the  mean  time  the  mortgagor  is  to  retain  the  pos- 
session.'  But  in  the  absence  of  an^  such  stipulation,  the 
mortgagee  has  the  right  to  the  immediate  possession,  and 
if  he  does  not  enforce  this  right,  the  possession  of  the 
mortgagor,  or  of  his  assignee,  is  held  to  be  that  of  the 
mortgagee,  and  it  is  immaterial  whether  the  mortgage 
debt  is  due  or  to  become  due.*     In  Michigan  it  is  held 


1  Hamm  V.  Gillespie,  48  N.  Y.  556; 
Robinson  v.  Fitch,  26  Ohio  St.  659; 
Hathaway  r.  Brayman,  42  N.  Y.  322;  1 
Am.  Rcr».  524;  Sargeut  v.  Usher,  55 
N.  H.  287;  20  Am.  Rep.  208. 

«Durfee  v.  Grinnell,  69  111.  371; 
Champlin  v.  Johnson,  39  Barb.  606; 
Nelson  v.  Ferris,  30  Mich.  497;  Jud- 
eon  V.  Easton,  58  N.  Y.  664. 

»  Hall  V.  Sampson,  .35  N.  Y.  274;  91 
Am.  Dec.  56;  Landon  t'.  Emmons,  97 
Muss.  37;  Fletcher  v.  Newdeck,  ;^0 
Minn.  125;  Stewart  v.  Hanson,  35  Me. 
606. 

^Boswell  V.  Carlisle,  70  Ala.  244; 


WoodruflF  V.  Halsey,  8  Pick.  .SS."?:  19 
Am.  Dec.  329;  Boise  v.  Knox,  10  Met. 
40;  Leer.  Fox,  113Iud.  98;  Lipiiiii^itt 
V.  8haw  Carriage  Co.,  34  Fed.  Rep.  570, 
574;  Ramsdell  v.  Tewkesbury,  7.S  Mi.'. 
197;  Fay».  Burditt,  81  Ind.  433;  li'Aiii. 
Kei).  142;  Heflin  r.  Slay,  78  Al.i.  ISO; 
McGiiire  v.  Beuoit,  33  Md.  ISl;  \\il- 
sou  V.  Brannan,  27  Cal.  258;  Smith  v. 
Acker,  23  Wend.  654;  Furguoou  v. 
Cliflford,  37  N.  H.  86;  Milfer  ".  I'an- 
coast,  29  N.  J.  L.  250;  Cliiition  i. 
Feikert,  68  111.  284;  Loiigey  v.  Luach. 
57  Vt.  377;  Daggett  v.  McCliutock,  56 
Mich.  51, 
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that  tlio  title  doea  not  pass,  and  that  the  mortgagee  has 
no  right  of  possession  until  after  default,  but  that  he  is  in 
the  position  of  a  creditor  with  a  lien  on  the  property, 
and  does  not  beeomt  absolute  owner  until  after  foreclos- 
ure.* In  Mississippi  the  code  provides  that  the  mort- 
gagor is  the  owner  of  the  legal  title,  except  as  against  the 
mortgagee,  after  breach  of  condition.*  In  Missouri  the 
mortgagor  is  considered  to  be  the  owner  and  to  be  en- 
titled to  possession,  until  after  default  made  or  condition 
broken,  whereupon  the  mortgagee  becomes  entitled  to 
immediate  possession.'  Trover  or  trespass  will  lie  at  the 
suit  of  the  mortgagor  against  the  mortgagee,  where  the 
latter  wrongfully  disturbs  the  mortgagor  in  the  possession 
of  the  property,  and  the  measure  of  damages  is  the  value 
of  the  possession  until  breach  of  condition  and  of  the 
interest  in  the  property  after  paying  off  the  mortgage.* 
And  if  a  third  person  wrongfully  deprives  the  mortgagor 
of  the  property,  he  is  entitled  to  sue  for  its  recovery  and 
for  substantial  damages."*  Either  the  mortgagor  or  mort- 
gagee may  maintain  an  action  for  damages  for  injury  to 
the  mortgaged  chattels,  but  the  bringing  of  one  such 
action  is  a  bar  to  any  other  for  the  same  cause  of  action." 
When  the  mortgagor  is  in  receipt  of  the  profits  arising 
from  the  use  of  the  mortgaged  property,  he  is  not  liable 


'  Carpenter  v.  Graham,  46  Mich. 
5SI;  People  v.  Bristol,  35  Mich.  28; 
Lucking  V.  Wesson,  25  Mich.  443; 
Kohl  V.  Lynn,  34  Mich.  3G0.  The 
case  of  Daggett  v.  McClintock,  56 
Mich.  51,  seems  to  be  at  variance  with 
the  foregoing,  though  none  of  them  is 
cited  in  the  judgment. 

«Rev.  Code  1880,  sec.  1204;  Bow- 
7ian  V.  Roberts,  58  Mich.  120;  Buck 
V.  Payne,  52  Miss.  271;  Elson  v.  Bar- 
rier, .n6  Miss.  394. 

"  SliLl)le  V.  Curdt,  56  Mo.  437;  Bar- 
nett  V.  Timberlake,  57  Mo.  499.  In 
Dakota  and  New  Mexico  there  are 
statutory  provisions  vesting  the  right 
of  possession  in  the  mortgagor. 

'Gaar  v.  Hard,  92  111.  315;  Pierca 


V.  Hasbrouck,  49  111.  23;  Heyland  v. 
Badger,  35  Cal.  404;  Ball  v.  Liney,  48 
N.  Y.  6;  8  Am.  Kep.  511;  Ford  v. 
llausoni,  39  How.  Pr.  429;  Street  v. 
Sinclair,  71  Ala.  110;  Blodgett  v. 
Blodgett,  48  Vt.  32;  Harker  v.  De- 
ment, 9  Gill,  7;  52  Am.  Dec.  670. 

*Copp  V.  Williams,  135  Mass.  401; 
Tallmau  v.  Jones,  13  Kan.  438;  Dahill 
V.  Booker,  140  Mass.  308;  54  Am. 
Rep.  405. 

« Boswell  V.  Carlisle,  70  Ala.  244. 
Hotchkiss  V.  Hunt,  40  Me.  213;  Jor- 
dan V.  Farns worth,  15  Gray,  517;  Eg 
gert  V.  White,  59  Iowa,  464;  Chadwick 
V.  Lamb,  29  Barb.  518;  Shiiuiers  ?'. 
Brill,  38  Wis.  648;  Ashley  v.  Wright, 
19  Ohio  St.  291. 
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to  account  therefor,*  though,  of  course,  where  the  mort. 
gagor  has  contracted  to  apply  the  profits  in  liquidation 
of  the  debt,  he  and  his  representatives  are  bound  to  do 
so,  and  are  liable  to  account  accordingly.'^  If  the  mort- 
gagor carelessly  mixes  other  goods  of  his  own  with  tlie 
mortgaged  property,  so  that  they  cannot  be  identifi(Hl,  al' 
the  goods,  at  least  prima  facie,  become  subject  to  the 
mortgage.^  And  if  the  mortgagor  adds  new  goods  to 
those  mortgaged,  it  is  his  duty,  when  the  mortgagee  takes 
possession,  to  identify  such  additional  goods,  and  if  Ikj 
refuses  to  do  so,  he  cannot  complain  if  the  mortgage i- 
takes  possession  of  them  all.  And  attachments  and  exc 
cutions  levied  thereon  affect  only  the  surplus  of  the  goods 
after  payment  of  the  mortgage.'*  But  if  the  mortgagee 
negligently  permits  the  mortgagor  to  affect  the  inter- 
mingling,  and  the  mortgagee  does  not  point  out  the  added 
goods  to  an  officer  having  an  ex  cution  against  them, 
such  oflicer  may  sell  the  whole  as  the  property  of  the 
mortgagor.* 

After  breach  of  condition,  the  absolute  legal  title  vests 
in  the  mortgagee,  but  the  mortgagor  has  still,  in  equity, 
the  right  to  redeem,  and  of  which  right  he  may  avail 
himself,  notwithstanding  the  mortgagee  may  have  taken 
possession,  at  any  time  before  foreclosure  or  sale,  or  other 
proper  proceedings  may  have  been  had  to  bar  it.'  And 
this  right  is  of  such  a  nature  that  the  mortgagor  cannot 
deprive  himself  of  it  by  an  agreement  in  the  mortgage 
deed  to  give  up  all  claim  to  the  mortgaged  property  upon 


'  Graves  v.  Sayre,  5  B.  Mon.  390; 
Stewart  v.  Fry,  3  Ala.  573;  Tenney  v. 
State  Bank,  20  Wis.  152;  North  v. 
Drayton,  1  Harp.  Ch.  34. 

»  Stewart  v.  Fry,  3  Ala.  573. 

•  Kreutzer  v.  Cooney,  45  Md.  582; 
Burns  V.  Campbell,  71  Ala.  271;  Mer- 
chants' Nat.  Bank  v.  McLaughlin,  1 
McCrary,  258;  Fuller  v.  Paige,  26  111. 
358;  Adams  v.  Wiles,  107  Mass.  123; 
Harding  v.  Coburn,  12  Met.  133;  40 
Am.  Dec.  6S0;  Howe  v.  Wadsworth, 


59  N.  IJ.  ;  ".*  40.''}  Willard  v.  Rice, 
11  Met.  r. ...  «'•  Aia.  Dec.  22G;  Pulii 
ferti.  I'dg'-.  {J    .v!ii.  Dec.  595,  and  note. 

♦  People,  t'      ristol,  :j5  Mioh,  'J8. 

»  Robiiii.  -.  Holt,  39  N.  H.  557; 
75  Am.  Dec.  i:3;^;  Mowry  v.  White,  '21 
Wis.  417;  Hubbeil  v.  Alien,  'JO  Mo. 
574. 

«  Burtis  «.  Bradford,  122  Mass.  129; 
Davis  M.  Hul>bard,  38  Ala.  185;  Biwul- 
head  r.  McKay,  46  Iiid.  595;  LauJen 
V.  George,  49  lud.  309. 
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breach  of  the  condition;'  but  after  possession  has  been 
taken  by  the  mortgagee,  with  the  mortgagor's  consent,  the 
latter  may  release  his  equity  of  redemption  either  by  sale 
or  gift.'  The  general  rule  is,  that  the  only  right  of  the 
mortgagor  after  condition  broken  is  his  equitable  right  of 
redemption.'  In  some  of  the  states  a  period  of  time  is 
prescribed  by  statute  within  which,  after  forfeiture,  the 
right  of  redemption  may  be  exercised.*  But  in  the  ab- 
sence of  statutory  limitation,  the  right  must  be  exercised 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  condition  broken,  what  is 
a  reasonable  time  being  determined  by  analogy  to  the 
statute  of  limitations  applicable  to  actions  at  law  for  the 
recovery  of  personal  property,  or,  as  has  been  said,  by 
the  circumstances  of  each  particular  case.*  As  soon  as 
the  mortgagee's  possession  becomes  adverse  to  the  mort- 
gagor, then  the  period  of  limitation  begins  to  run;^  but 
part  payment  after  forfeiture  is  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture, 
and  the  time  for  redemption  begins  to  run  from  the  date 
of  such  payment.'  In  order  that  the  mortgagor  may  re- 
cover costs,  payment  or  tender  before  suit  brought  is  a 
necessary  preliminary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  right  to 
redeem,  as  the  mortgagor  in  seeking  equity  must  do 
equity.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgagor  conveyed  his  personal  prop- 
erty, exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  in  value,  with  a  clause  in 
the  deed  reserving  his  "  personal  property,  exemption  allowed 
by  law,  and  to  be  selected  by  him."  Held,  that  the  title  to  the 
whole  of  it  passed  to  the  mortgagee,  and  remained  in  him  until 


'  Lavigne  v,  Naramore,  52  Vfc.  267. 

''  Stone  V.  Jenks,  142  Mass.  519. 

•  Boyd  j;.  Beaudin,  54  Wis.  193. 

•Traak  v.  Pennell,  59  Me.  419; 
Daniels  v.  Henderson,  5  Fla.  452;  R. 
I.  Pill).  Stats.  1882,  c.  176,  sees.  11,  12; 
S.  0.  Gun.  Stats.  1882,  sec.  2347;  Buah- 
nell  V.  Avery,  121  Mass.  148;  Mass. 
Gtiii.  Stats.,  c.  151,  sees.  4-8;  Mass. 
Pub.  Stats.  1882,  c.  192,  sees.  5-9; 
N.  H.  Geii.  Stats.  1878,  c.  123,  sees.  18- 
21;  Vt.  Laws,  1878,  p.  .59,  sees.  1.3-16; 
Vt.  Rev.  Laws  1880,  sees.  1976-1979. 


*  Flanders  v.  Chamberlain,  24  Mich. 
305;  Stoddard  v.  Denison,  38  How.  Pr. 
296;  Patchin  v.  Pierce,  12  Wend.  61; 
Bragelman  v.  Dane,  69  N.  Y.  69; 
Wylder  v.  Crane,  53  111.  490;  Ham- 
mers V.  Cole,  61  111.  307. 

*  Harrison  v.  Harrison.  1  Call,  419; 
Bartlett  v.  Thynes,  2  Hill  Ch.  171. 

'  Winchester  v.  Ball,  54  Me.  ,558. 

*  Hall  V.  Ditson,  55  How.  Pr.  19; 
Flanders  v.  Chamberlain,  24  Mich. 
305;  Lambert  v.  Miller,  38  N.  J.  Eq. 
117.  ^ 
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the  exempted  articles  were  legal!}'  set  apart;  and  that  the  sim- 
pie  act  of  executing  a  second  mortgage,  conveying  a  part  of  said 
property,  vas  lot  a  selection  of  such  part,  nor  a  separation  of 
the  same  from  the  bulk:  Norman  v.  Crdft,  90  N.  C.  211.  H. 
bought  a  stock  of  goods  from  A.,  gave  him  a  mortgage  thonon 
for  the  purchase-money,  and  afterwards  formed  a  coi)artn(.rsliip 
with  S.,  who  furnished  goods  of  equal  value.    Held,  that  the 

Eurchases  made  by  S.  and  H.,  to  supply  the  deficiency  niaile 
y  sales  from  the  stock  bought  from  A.,  were  not  subject  to  the 
execution  issuing  upon  the  foreclosure:  Anderson  v.  Howard,  49 
Ga.  313. 

§  3085.  The  Mortgagee. — At  law  the  mortgagee  is 
considered  to  have  the  absolute  legal  title  in  the  properly 
mortgaged,  subject  to  its  being  defeated  by  performance 
of  the  condition  of  the  mortgage.*  He  has  also,  in  the 
absence  of  any  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  the  right  to 
the  immediate  possession  of  the  property,  even  before 
condition  broken;^  and  equity  will  restrain  the  mortgagor 
from  depriving  him  of  the  right  to  such  possession,  and 
enjoin  the  mortgagor  from  disposing  of  any  of  the  mort- 
gaged property;'  and  the  mortgagee  may  have  his  action 
for  damages  to  his  reversionary  interest,  even  though  he 
has  not  a  right  to  immediate  possession.*  Where  the 
mortgagee  has  just  ground  for  apprehending  loss  or  in- 
jury to  the  property,  a  receiver  may  be  appointed  before 
breach  of  the  condition;**  and  equity  will  protect  the 
interest  of  the  mortgagee  in  after-acquired  property, 
especially  if  the  security  is  threatened  with  irreparable 
injury,  and   the   remedy  at  law  would    be  inadequate,^ 


^  Stewart  v.  Hanson,  35  Me.  506; 
Porter  v.  Parmly,  43  How.  Pr.  445; 
Lewis  V.  Love,  2  B.  Mou.  345;  38  Am. 


Hart,  42  Ohio  St.  41;  51   Am.  Rep. 
801. 
^  McCormick  v.  Hartley,  107  Lid, 


Dec.    101;    Bryant    v.    Carson    River    248;  Arnett  v.  Trimmer,  43  N.  J,  E^. 
Lum.  Co.,  3  Nev.  313;  93  Am.  Dec.    488. 


403. 

*  See  previous  section,  p.  5010;  Lan- 
don  V.  Einnions,  97  Ma^s.  37;  Lee  v. 
Fox,  113  Ind.  98;  Case  v.  Wiiiship,  4 
Blackf.  425;  30  Am.  Dec.  664;  Roy 
V.  Goings,  96  III.  361;  36  Am.  Rep. 
151;  Werner  ».  Bergman,  28  Kan.  60;    91  Am.  Dec.  56, 


*  Googins  V.  Gilmore,  47  Mo.  9;  1\ 
Am.  Deo.  472;  Manning  v.  Moiiagliaii, 
23  N.  Y.539. 

*  Maish  V.  Baird,  59  Iowa,  307;  Long 
Dock  Co.  V.  Maliery,  12  N.  J.  E-i-  '.':!. 
431;  Hall  v.  Sampson,  35  N.  Y.  -Tl; 


42  Am.  Rep.  152;  Cline  v.  Libby,  46 
Wis.  123;  32  Am.  Rep.  700;  Barret  v. 


«  McCormick  v.  Hartley,  107  TmJ. 
248;  La  Mothe  v.  Fink,  8  Biss.  i'Si. 
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But  the  mortgagee  is  not  authorized,  without  cause,  to 
seize  and  sell  the  mortgaged  property  before  the  debt 
becomes  due,  under  a  provision  in  the  mortgage  that  he 
may  seize  and  sell  the  property  if  he  shall  at  any  time 
"feel  unsafe  or  insecure,"  as  such  a  clause  does  not  mean 
that  he  may  arbitrarily  and  without  cause  declare  that 
he  feels  unsafe  or  insecure,  but  the  mortgagor  must  be 
about  to  commit,  or  have  committed,  some  a^^t  tending 
to  impair  the  security.*  After  the  mortgagee  has  taken 
possession,  he  has  the  same  rights  of  defending  the  prop- 
erty as  any  absolute  owner.^  The  mortgagee  has  the 
undoubted  right  to  purchase  the  equity  of  redemption 
from  the  mortgagor,  but  the  transaction  is  jealously  re- 
garded in  equity,  and  conclusive  evidence  of  good  faith 
is  requ'red.'  Where  the  mortgagee  buys  the  property 
at  an  execution  sale,  subject  to  his  own  mortgage,  he 
cannot  afterwards  maintain  an  action  on  the  debt,  as 
the  purchase  extinguishes  the  mortgage,  and  his  title  .?3 
mortgagee  is  merged  in  his  title  as  owner.*  After  breach 
of  condition,  a  mortgagee  of  chattels  has  similar  remedies 
for  compelling  its  enforcement  as  a  riiortgagee  of  real 
estate,  and  he  may,  in  like  manner,  pursue  all  such  reme- 
dies concurrently;'  and  notwithstanding  that  the  security 
of  the  mortgage  be  defeated  by  a  paramount  title,  or 
prove  fraudulent  as  against  creditors,  the  personal  lia- 
biUty  of  the  mortgagor  may  be  enforced  against  him.'' 
The  mortgagee  is  not  bound  to  first  exhaust  the  mortgage 
security,  and  acknowledgment  of  the  indebtedness  in  the 
mortgage  is  sufficient  to  support  an  action  for  the  debt.^ 

» Newlean  v.  Olson,  22  Neb.  717;  3    tia  v.  Bradford,  122  Mass.  120;  Tysou 


Am.  St.  Rep.  286. 

^  Moore  v.  Murdock,  26  Cal.  514; 
Pike  V.  Colvin,  67  111.  227;    Troy  v. 


Smitli,  33  Ala.  469;  Volney  Stamps    45  Am.  Dec.  444, 


V.  Weber,  81  Ala.  470;  Pettiboue  v. 
Stevens,  15  Conn.  19;  38  Am.  Dec. 
57;  Charter  v.  Stephens,  3  Deuio,  33; 


V.  Gilman,  43  Miss.  456. 

'  Hackleman  v.  Goodman,  15  Ind. 
202;  Phillips  v.  Hunter,  22  Mo.  485; 
Locke  V.  Palmer,  26  Ala.  114. 

•  Merritt  v.  Niles,  25  111.  282. 

'  Juchter  v.  Boehm,  63  Ga.  71;  Bur- 


« Whitney  v.  Willard,  13  Gray, 
203. 

'  Elder  v.  Rouse,  15  Wend.  218; 
Sterling  v.  Rogers,  25  Weud.  658; 
Larnion  v.  Carpenter,  70  111.  549; 
Wood  V.  Weimar,  104  U.  S.  786. 
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The  usual  ""•■     'ly  pursued  by  the  mortgagee  is  that  of 
foreclosure,   x^i.e    right   to    resort   to  which    arises    upon 
breach  of  condition/     But  where  the  debt  is  made  pay- 
able by  installments,  and  default  is  made  in  one  install- 
ment,  opinions  differ  as  to  the  right  of  the  mortgagee  to 
foreclose  and  sell  the  entire  property.     Different   rules 
obtain  in  different  states.     In  some  states  there  are  stat- 
utory provisions  that  only  so  much  of  the  property  as 
may  be  sufTieient  to  pay  the  overdue  installment  shall  be 
sold,  and  some  courts  enforce  a  similar  rule,  though  the 
j)ower  of  sale  in  the  mortgage  generally  provides  for  a 
sale  of  all  the  property  on  default  in  any  installmciit.- 
The  general  rule,  however,  is,  that  all  the  property  may 
be  sold  on  default  in  the  first  installment,  whether  the 
mortgage  contains  a  provision  to  that  effect,  or  not.'    But 
in  Michigan  it  is  different,  and  there  the  mortgagee  can 
sell  only  so  much  of  the  property  as  will  pay  the  overdue 
installment.*     As  to  when  the  right  of  foreclosure  must 
be  exercised,  though  statutes  of  limitation  do  not  apply  to 
equitable  proceedings,  yet  they  are  adopted  in  equity  by 
analogy  to  proceedings  at  law,  and  the  right  to  foreclose 
is  presumed  to  be  barred  after  the  lapse  of  time  within 
which  an  action  at  law  might  be  brought  for  possession 
of  the  property.'    Where  the  mortgage  contains  a  power 
of  sale,  the  mortgagee's  rights  thereunder  are  cumula 
tive,  and  do  not  in  any  way  prejudice  his  right  to  take 
possession  of  the  property,  either  before  or  after  default, 
or  to  avail  himself  of  any  other  of  his  remedies."    But 
the  mortgagee  has  no  right,  except  in  New  York,  Indi- 
ana, South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee,  to  become  the  pur- 


•  Caasel  v.  Cassel,  26  Ind.  90;  Le- 
land  V.  CoUver,  34  Mich.  418;  Clark 
V.  Baker,  6  Mont.  153. 

^  Murray  v.  Erskine,  109  Mass.  597. 

^McConnell  v.  Scott,  67  111.  274; 
BrageliTian  v.  Dane,  69  N.  Y.  69;  Cha- 
pin  V.  Whitsell,  3  Col.  315;  Flanders 
r.  Barstow,  18  Me.  357;  Cleaves  v. 
Herbert,  61  111.  126. 


♦  Brink  ».  FreoflF,  44  Mich.  69. 

"  Ewell  V.  Tidwell,  20  Ark.  136; 
Prewitt  V.  Wortham,  79  Ky.  287;  Bynl 
V.  McDaniel,  33  Ala.  18;  Blake  v. 
Lane,  5  Jones  Eq.  412. 

«Lee  V.  Fox,  113  Ind.  98;  Rich  v. 
Milk,  20  Barb.  616. 
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chaser  at  such  sale,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  except 
by  express  agreement  with  the  mortgagor,  and  if  the 
mortgagee  does  so  purchase,  the  sale  may  he  set  aside  at 
the  option  of  the  mortgagor,  though  it  is  valid  as  against 
third  persons.*  The  mortgagee  is  not  bound  to  give 
uotiee  of  the  sale,  and  he  may  recover  any  deficiency 
from  the  mortgagor,'*  and  the  equity  of  redemption  may 
be  oHectually  foreclosed  by  a  private  sale.'  The  mort- 
gagee is  not  entitled  to  sell  more  property  than  is  sudi- 
cieiit  to  satisfy  the  debt,  }Uid  when  that  amount  has  been 
roalizud,  the  sale  shoula  stop.''  Where  a  sale  is  made 
under  a  power  of  sale  in  the  mortgage,  there  is  no  impli- 
cation of  any  warranty  of  title.*  The  liability  to  account 
for  income  or  profits  is  always  one  of  the  obligations 
which  attach  to  a  mortgagee  when  in  possession;®  and 
he  is  liable  for  ordinary  neglect,  and  is  responsible  for 
ordinary  diligence,  in  the  management  and  preservation 
of  the  property.^ 

Illustrations. —  A  gave  a  mortgage  to  B,  which  contained 
a  condition  that  if,  at  any  time,  Ji  should  feel  himself"  unsafe  " 
or  '•insecure,"  he  might  take  immediate  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty wherever  it  could  be  found.  A,  without  B's  knowledge, 
sold  the  property  to  an  innocent  vendee.  B  then  brought  suit 
against  such  vendee  to  recover  the  property.  Held,  that  the  suit 
was  maintainable:  Bailey  v.  Godfrey,  54  111.  507;  5  Am.  Rep. 
157.  A  chattel  mortgage  for  one  hundred  dollars  on  a  growing 
crop,  and  a  mare  worth  fifty  dollars,  provided  that  if  the  mort- 
gagee at  any  time  should  deem  himself  unsafe,  he  might  take 

'  Imbodeu  v.  Hunter,  23  Ark.  622;  Hams  v.  Lynn,  25  Kan.  281;  37  Am. 

79  Am.  Dec.  116;  VVaite  v.  Deanisou,  Rep.    253;    McL'ounell   v.   People,   84 

51  111.  319;  Gushing  v.  Seymour,  30  111.  583. 

Minn.  301;  Hall  v.  Ditaon,  53  How.         •  Mathews  u.  Fisk,  64  Mu.  101;Grls- 

Pr.  I'J;  (iooilellw.  Dewey,  100  111.  308;  woUl  v.  Morse,  51)  N.  H.  211;  (Jhart«r 

Korus  V.  yhatfer,  27  Md.  8;  Massey  v,  v.  ytevens,  3  Deuio,  33;  45  Am.  Dec. 

Hanlin,    83    111.    330;    Broughton    u.  444. 

Atchison,  52  Ala.  62;    McConnell   v.        "  Sheppard  v.  Earles,  13  Hun,  651; 

IVople,  71  III.  481;  Davenport  v.  Mc-  Harris  v.  Lynn,  25  Kan.  281;  37  Am. 

Che  iicy,  8t)  N.  Y.  242;  Lee  v.  Fox,  113  Rep.  253. 

la.l.i)8;Mdls  v.  Williams,  16  8.0.503;        "  Davis  v.   Hubbard,   38   Ala.   185; 

Lyon  f.  Jones,  6  Humph.  533.    And  see  Osgood    v.    Pollard,    17    N.   H.    217; 

Eiiiiiiston  V.  Bruoker,  40  Hun,  256.  Overtou  v.  Bigelow,  10  Yerg.  48;  Craft 

-  Balleu  V.  (Juuningham,   60  Barb.  v.  Bullard,  Smedesifc  M.  C'h.  306. 
425.  '  Wan  v.  Coe,   31    Fed.   Kep.  369; 

*  Wylder    v.    Crane,    53    111.    490;  Weathersbee  v.  Farrer,  97  N.  C.  106. 
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possesBion  and  soil.  Held,  tliut  the  fulluro  of  the  crop  justilnd 
the  taking  poHHosHlon  of  tlio  niiiru:  Allen  v.  Vose,  34  Hum.  ."i7, 
A  chattel  mortgage,  providing  for  tlio  sale  of  the  goods  in  A 
county,  wns,  by  agreement  between  mortgagor  and  mortgagee, 
so  changed  as  to  permit  of  sale  in  U  county.  Held,  that  creil- 
itors  of  the  mortgagor  who  garnishecd  the  mortgagee  suli^i- 
quent  to  such  agreemciit  could  not,  in  the  absence  of  fraud, 
have  the  sale  set  aside  as  illegal  on  account  of  the  change  and 
absence  of  notice  in  A  county:  Tootle  v.  Taylor,  64  Iowa,  G-1). 
A  mortgagee  sold  sullicient  of  the  proi)erty  to  pay  debt  iind 
costs,  lie  then  went  on  and  sold  more  of  the  property.  Jlrld. 
a  conversion  for  which  trover  would  lie:  Gruwold  v.  Mor.-<(. 
51)  N.  II.  211.  A  statute  avoids  all  mortgages  of  personal 
property  unaccompanied  by  a  transfer  of  possession,  or  unre- 
corded as  to  "  subsequent  purchasers  and  mortgagees  in  good 
faith."  Held,  that  a  mortgagee  whose  mortgage  recited  tlio 
fact  of  such  a  prior  mortgage  was  not  a  mortgagee  "  in  good 
faith":  Tolbert  v.  Horton,  31  Minn.  518.  H.  hired  a  house  of 
A,  containing  machinery,  which  he  bought,  paying  part  casii, 
and  giving  notes  for  the  rest.  It  was  agreed  that  if  the  notes 
were  not  paid,  A  should  own  the  property.  H.  then  mortgaged 
it  to  secure  an  existing  debt.  He  afterwards  absconded,  and 
the  mortgagees  took  jjossession  of  the  machinery,  but  weru 
induced  by  A  to  leave  it  there,  under  the  impression  that  he 
would  not  claim  it  on  his  own  or  on  H.'s  account.  A  seized 
the  machinery  under  a  distress,  and  it  was  sold  to  him  as  H's 
property.  In  an  action  of  replevin,  held,  that  the  mortgagees 
were  entitled  to  the  machinery:  Butler  v.  Gannon,  53  Md.  3oo. 
A  chattel  mortgage  provided  that  the  mortgagee  might  take 
possession  "in  case  default  shall  be  made  in  payment  of  said 
notes,  or  either  of  theni."  Held,  to  give  him  his  option  as  to 
any  one,  or  to  await  the  maturity  of  the  note  last  falling  due: 
Chapin  v.  M'hitsett,  3  Col.  315. 

§  3086.  The  Mortgagor's  Assignee. — A  purchaser  of 
the  property  from  the  mortgagor  subject  to  the  mortgage 
takes  all  the  rights  and  interest  which  the  mortgagor  had 
in  tlie  property,  and  no  greater.*  And  before  default  such 
purchaser  may  resell  the  pro})erty  with  like  effect,  and  the 
mortgagee's  remedy  is  to  follow  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
last  purchaser,  and  no  such  purchaser  buying  before  do- 
fault  is  chargeable  with  conversion  of  the  property  by 


>  McLaughlin    v.  Smith,    45   Mich.     Hammond   v.  Plimpton,    30  Vt.   333; 
277;  Black  v.  Kobiuaon,  61  Miaa.   i>i;     Aiuold  v.  Stock,  bl  111.  407. 
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tljc  inortgageo.*  But  where  tlic  purclmser  has  noticti  of  u 
stipuhition  b}'  the  inorlf^'tigor  not  l'.»  .sell  or  (lisiuiw*!  of  llio 
pro|iorty,  he  is  liable  to  the  iuort^a<;eo  .iS  for  a  \vroii<,'l'ul 
conversion  of  the  property.''  Though  where  u  statuto 
prohibits  the  sale  except  with  the  written  consent  of  the 
mortgagee,  unci  he  consents  only  verbally,  tlie  sale  is  good 
as  against  him,  and  ho  cannot  bring  trover  for  the  prop- 
erty." But  where  the  purchaser  takes  an  absolute  deed 
without  reference  to  the  mortgage,  it  is  u  conversion  f<»r 
which  an  action  will  lie.* 

§  3087.  The  Assignee  of  the  Mortgagee. — A  pur- 
chaser of  the  mortgage  stands  in  the  shoes  of  the  mort- 
gagee. He  has  the  same  rights  and  remedies,  and  is 
subject  to  the  same  duties  and  liabilities.  He  obtains  the 
entire  legal  and  equitable  interest  of  the  mortgagee, 
whether  the  assignment  be  made  before  or  after  breach  of 
condition;'  and  a  purchaser  of  a  part  of  the  indebtedness 
secured  by  the  mortgage  acquires  by  his  purchase  an 
interest  pro  tanto  in  the  mortgage."  But  an  assignment  of 
the  mortgage  without  the  indebtedness  amounts  merely 
to  a  transfer  in  trust  of  the  legal  title,  or  is  a  mere  nul- 
lity.^ It  is  immaterial  whether  the  assignment  be  mado 
by  the  mortgagee  before  or  after  taking  possession;  the 
effect  is  the  same."  An  assignment  of  a  paid  mortgage 
does  not  revive  it,  even  though  matUwith  the  mortgagor's 
assent,  and  for  a  valuable  consideration."  Where  the 
mortgage  secures  negotiable  paper  not  overdue,  the  as- 


'  Hathaway  v.  Brayman,  42  N.  Y. 
322;  1  Aij».  Kep.  524;  Helliu  v.  Slay, 
78  Ala.  ISO. 

'  Fisher  v.  Friedman,  47  Iowa, 
443. 

•Gage  V.  Whittier,  17  N.  H.  312. 

<Lowe«.  Wing,  5G  Wis.  31;  Whit- 
ney V.  Lowell,  '.V6  Me.  318;  Ashiiioad 
V.  Kellogg,  23  Conn.  70;  Hetlin  v.  Slay, 
78  Ala.  180. 

^  Mayer  r.  Soulier,  48  Mich.  411; 
Pierce  v.  Fauuce,  47  Me.  507;  Kobiu- 
•ou  V.  Fitch,  26  Ohio  St.  650;  liu^sull 


V.  Walker,  73  Ala.  315;  Proutt-.  Root, 
116  M;ws.  410;  Rams.lell  v.  Tewka- 
bury,  7;J  Mo.  11)7;  Hartuaav.  Barliydt, 
20  Nel).  025;  hatchelder  v.  Jeauusu,  50 
Vt.  104. 

"  Stuilebaker  Mfg.  Co.  ».  McCargiir, 
20  Neb.  500. 

'  Earll  u.  Stumpf,  56  Wis.  50;  Pol- 
hemus  v.  Trainer,  .30  Cal.  685;  Lucas 
V.  Harris,  20  111.  165. 

"  Rol)iiison  V.  Fitcii,  26  Ohio  St.  659; 
Cotton  V.  Watkins,  6  Wis.  629. 

«  Brooks  V.  Rutf,  37  Ala.  371. 


§3087 


MORTGAGES. 


502U 


signee  takes  it  free  from  all  equities  in  favor  of  the  mort- 
gagor,  though  in  Illinois  and  Minnesota  the  rule  is 
different;^  but  if  the  mortgage  secures  a  non-negotiable 
debt,  the  assignee  takes  it  subject  to  all  such  equities.''  It 
is  not  necessary  that  the  assignment  should  be  under  seal, 
unless  there  is  a  statutory  provision  requiring  the  mort- 
gage itself  to  be  so.'  The  laws  relating  to  the  filing  or 
recording  of  mortgages  do  not  apply  to  assignments;  the 
mortgage  itself  having  been  duly  filed  or  recorded,  the  as- 
signee is  entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof.*  An  assignment 
of  a  mortgage  does  not  carry  with  it  any  implied  war- 
ranty  of  title.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  mortgagor,  in  ignorance  that  the  mort- 
gage had  been  assigned,  delivered  to  the  mortgagee  certain  bales 
of  cotton  in  part  payment,  which  the  mortgagee  sold,  and  pur- 
chased goods,  paying  therefor  by  an  order  on  the  purchasers  of 
the  cotton,  which  on  presentation  was  paid  to  defendants,  the 
mortgagee's  vendors.  Held,  that  the  assignees  of  the  mortgage 
could  not  recover  tlie  proceeds  of  the  cotton  in  tlie  hands  of  the 
innocent  third  parties:  Rice  v.  Jones,  71  Ala.  551.  A  crop  of 
corn  was  mortgaged  by  the  owner  to  A,  and  another  mortgage 
was  afterwards  given  thereon  to  B.  A,  having  received  posses- 
sion of  the  corn  from  the  mortgagor,  sold  the  same,  and  the 
purchasers  in  turn  sold  it  to  third  parties.  After  this  B  as- 
signed his  mortgage  to  C,  who  brought  trover  against  the  pur- 
cliasers  from  A.  Held,  that  even  if  B's  mortgage  was,  as  C 
claimed,  valid  as  against  A's  mortgage,  the  assignment  to  C 
could  not  convey  with  it  the  right  to  sue  all  persons  through 
wliose  hands  it  had  passed  for  injuries  to  the  property  before 
assignment:  Bowers  v.  Bodley,  4  IJl.  App.  279. 


1  Gonld  V.  Marsh,  2  Hun,  500;  Judge 
V.  Vogel,  I'tS  Mich.  5C'>;  Bryant  v.  Vix, 
83  111.  11;  Odter  v.  Miokley,  .35  Miuu. 
245. 

^  Decker  v.  Boice,  83  N.  Y.  215; 
Judge  V.  Vogel,  38  Mich.  508. 


'  Gilchrist  v.  Patterson,  18  Ark. 
575. 

*  Hall  V.  Redding,  13  Cal.  214;  Bax- 
ter  V.  Gilbert,  12  Abb.  Pr.  97;  Bige- 
low  V.  Smith,  2  Allen,  264. 

6  Joues  V.  Huggeford,  3  Met.  515. 
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CHAPTER  CLI. 

FRAUDULENT  MORTGAGES. 

§  30S8.  General  principles. 

§  .3089.  Mortgagor  remaining  in  possession. 

§  3090.  Under  the  statute  of  Elizabeth. 

§  3091.  Preferences  under  insolvent  laws. 

§  3092.  Power  of  sale  in  mortgage. 

§  3088.  General  Principles. — A  chattel  mortgage  is  no 
exception  to  the  general  rule  that  fraud  will  vitiate  any 
instrument.*  Where  fraud  attaches  to  any  part  of  the 
property,  it  affects  the  entire  security,  and  the  mortgage 
is  void  in  toto,  except  where  it  is  shown  that  there  was 
no  fraudulent  intention  in  the  making  of  the  mortgage;'' 
and  the  parties  cannot  by  any  parol  agreement  render 
valid  a  mortgage  which  is  fraudulent  and  void  in  law.' 
Where  part  of  the  debt  to  secure  which  the  mortgage  was 
given  is  valid,  and  the  other  part  consists  of  money  ad- 
vanced upon  an  illegal  contract,  the  mortgage  is  void  as  to 
the  latter,  but  may  be  enforced  in  respect  of  the  valid  por- 
tion of  the  debt.*  But  where  the  execution  of  the  mortgage 
is  procured  under  circumstances  of  duress,  fraud,  or  mis- 
representation, it  is  wholly  void."  The  circumstance  that 
the  mortgage  is  given  to  secure  payment  of  a  larger 
amount  tlittn  that  actually  due  is  not  conclusive  of  fraud; 
for  the  intention  may  have  been  to  cover  future  advances, 
or  may  have  been  a  mistake.*     And  the  fact  that  the 


»  Eicks  V.  Copeland,  53  Tex.  581;  37 
Am.  Rep.  760;  Crawford  v.  Kirksiey, 
55  Ala.  282;  28  Am.  Rep.  704;  Kan- 
nard  v.  Gray,  58  N.  H.  61;  Grove  v. 
Hodges,  55  Pa.  8t.  504.  See  ante,  Ti- 
tle Contracts. 

»  Hortou  V.  Williams,  21  Miira.  187, 
192;  Uouuell  v.  Byern.  69  Mo.  468; 
Wallach  v.  Wylie,  28  Kan.  13S;  Rus- 
sell  V.  Winne,  37  N.  Y.  591;  97  Am. 
Dec.  755. 

»  Robinson  v.  Elliott,  22  Wall.  513; 
Wood  V  Lowry,  17  Wend.  492. 

*  Luud  V.  Fletcher,  39  Ai-k.  325;  43 


Am.  Rep.  270;  Rathbone  v.  Boyd,  30 
Kan.  485;  Langdon  v.  Gray,  52  How. 
Pr.  387. 

*  Davis  V.  Snider,  70  Ala.  315;  Bane 
r.  Detrick,  52  111.  19;  Foster  v.  John- 
son, 70  Ala.  249;  Lightfoot  v.  Wallis, 
12  Bush,  498. 

«  Berry  v.  O'Connor,  33  Minn.  29; 
Wood  r.  Franks,  67  Cal.  32;  Williaon. 
r.  Desenberg,  41  Mich.  156;  Upon  v. 
Craij?,  57  111.  257;  Hoey  t>.  Pierron, 
67  Wis.  262;  Van  Pattea  v.  Thomp- 
son, 73  Iowa,  103. 
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mortgage  is  fraudulent  as  against  tlie  mortgagor's  crcdi- 
tors  does  not  necessarily  invalidate  it  as  between  the 
parties.* 

§  3089.  Mortgagor  Remaining  in  Possession.  —  At  tlie 
present  day  the  generally  accepted  doctrine  is,  that  tho 
retention  of  possession  by  the  mortgagor  is  not  more  than 
prima  facie  evidence  of  fraud,  and  any  presumption 
arising  therefrom  may  be  rebutted  by  evidence  showing 
the  bona  fides  of  the  transaction. '^  Where  the  deed 
expressly  authorizes  the  mortgagor  to  remain  in  posses- 
sion, it  is  generally  sufficient,  to  rebut  any  presumption  of 
fraud.*  In  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  however,  the  rule  is 
different,  and  in  the  former  state  an  actual  change  of  pos- 
session is  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  chattel  mortgage, 
notwithstanding  an  agreement  that  the  possession  may 
be  retained  by  the  mortgagee;*  while  in  Illinois  the 
mortgage  is  void  if  the  mortgagor  keep  possession,  unless 
the  deed  expressly  authorizes  him  to  do  so.'  The  fore- 
going, of  course,  applies  only  to  the  retention  of  posses- 

'  Gooding  V.  Riley,  50  N.  H.  400;  25;  Patten  v.  Smith,  4  Conn.  450;  10 

Brown  v.    Webb,   '20  Oliio,   389;   Au-  Am.  Dae.  11)6;  Watson  ».  Williams,  4 

drews  v.  Marshall,  48  Me.  'J6.  Blackf.  20;  "28  Am.  Dec.  36;  Holbrook 

*  Crawford  v.  Kirksey,  55  Ala.  282;  v.  iiaker,  5  Greenl.  309;  17  Am.  Doc. 

28  Am.  Rep.  704;  Kane  v.  Drake,  27  236. 

Ind.  29;    George  v.  Norris,   23   Ark.  ^  Stix    v.    Saddler,    109  Ind.    254; 

121;  Denny  v.  Faulkner,  22  Kan.  89;  D'VVolt».  Harris,  4  Mason,  515;  Bissell 

Goodwyn  v.   Goodwyn,    20  (ia.    600;  v.  Hopkins,  3  Cow.  166;  15  Am.  Dec. 

Keller  v.  Blanchard,  19  La.  Ann.  53;  259;  Thornton  v.  Davenport,   1  Scam. 

Ingalls  w.  Herrick,   108  Mass.  ;{51;  11  296;  29   Am.    Deo.    358;    Conkling  w. 

Am.  Rep.  360;  Fairtiel.l  bridge  Co.  v.  ShuUey,   28  N.  Y.  360;  84  Am.  Dec. 

Nye,   60  Me.  372;  Ketcimin  v.  Bron-  348;  Ford  c.  Williams,  13  N.  Y.  577; 

nan,  53  Miss.  596;  Cutting  v.  Jackson,  67  Am.  Dec.  83;  Googius  v.  Gilmore, 

56  N.  H.  253;  Hudson   v.  Waiiur,    2  47  Me.  9;  74  Am.  Dec.  472;  Barnet  r. 

Har.  &  G.  415;  Parr  v.  Brady,  37  N.  Fergus,  51  111.  352;  99  Am.  Dec.  547; 

J.    L.    201;    Tiison  v.  TerwiUigcr,  56  Frankhouser  v.  EUett,  22  Kan.   127; 

N.  Y,  273;   Sarlo  v.  Arnold,   7  R.  I.  31  Am.  Rep.  171. 

5S2;  Horubeck  v.  Vanmetre,  9  Ohio,  *  Clow  v.  Woods,  5  Serg.  &  R.  27'); 

153;  Thornton  v.  Tandy,  39  Tex.  544;  9  Am.  Dec.  346;  Fry  v.  Mdier,  45  I'a. 

Barrow  w.  Paxton,  5  Johns.  25S;4A!n.  St.  441;  Luckeiibach  v.  Brickeiistcin, 

Deo.  354;  Clayboru  v.  Hill,  1  Wash.  5  Watts  &;  S.  145. 

177;  1    Am.    Dec.   452;    Glasscock  v.  "  Biunham  v.    Muller,  61   111.  4511; 

Battow,  6  Rand.  78;  18  Am.  Dec.  703;  Thornton  v.  Davenport,  1  Scam.  2'JG; 

Divver  r.  McLaughlin,  2  Wend.  596;  Babcock  v.    McFarland,    43  111.  381; 

20  Am.  Deo.   655;  Hundley  v.  Webb,  Read  v.  Wilson,  22  111.  377;  74  Am. 

3  J.  J.  Marsh.  644;  20  Am.   Dec.  IS'.);  Dec.  159. 
Haven  v.  Low,  2  N.  H.  13;  9  Am.  Dec, 
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sion  by  the  mortgagor,  wliore  the  mortgage  is  not  filed  or 
recorded.  AVhcn  tliat  has  boon  done,  the  creditors  of  the 
mortgagor  are  notified  of  the  transaction,  and  cannot 
claim  tliat  they  are  injured  by  it.  The  secret  nature  of  the 
triinsactiou  is  done  away  with,  and  the  creditors  cannot 
claim  that  they  give  credit  to  the  mortgagor  on  the  faith 
of  his  having  the  unencumbered  ownership  of  tlie  prop- 
erty.* Exceptions  to  the  rule,  however,  occur  in  Nebraska,' 
Now  York,^  and  Minnesota,^  where  it  is  held  that,  notwith- 
standing the  mortgage  is  duly  recorded,  a  presumption 
of  fraud  arises  when  the  property  remains  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  mortgagor.®  Where  the  property  h  of  such  a 
description  as  that  its  use  necessarily  causes  its  consump- 
tion, and  it  is  permitted  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
mortgagor,  and  to  be  used  and  consamed  by  him,  the 
mortgage,  notwithstanding  that  it  is  duly  recorded,  is 
prima  facie  fraudulent.'  The  presumption  of  fraud,  how- 
ever, in  such  a  case  is  only  prima  facie,  and  may  be  rebutted 
by  evidence  showing  the  absence  of  any  fraudulent  in- 
tention or  effect.'  If  the  goods  are  only  partly  perishable 
or  consumable,  the  mortgage  is  not  rendered  void  thereby 
as  of  course;  but  the  matter  is  one  for  the  jury  to  decide, 
after  taking  into  consideration  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  goods.*  Where  the  mortgagor  is  permitted  to 
retain  possession  of  and  sell  the  property,  it  will  be  pre- 
sumed, until  the  contrary  appears,  that  he  does  so  under 
an  agreement  to  account  as  the  agent  of  the  mortgagee, 
and  the  proceeds  will  be  regarded  as  applied  to  the  liqui- 


*  Smith  r.  FieMs,  79  Ala.  335;  State 
V.  Cooiier,  79  Mo.  4(51;  Eersoii  v.  Nii- 
iivui,  03  Cal.550;  Forbus  j;.  I'arker,  1(5 
I'ii  k.  4(52;  Harrington  v.  Brittan,  23 
Wn.  -)4I;  llol)iiison  v.  Elliot,  22  Wall. 
Oi;'.;  (Jalioou  t).  MiuM,  67  Mil.  ')73. 

-  Severance    v.    Leavitt,     16    Neb. 

•m. 

'  Smith  V.  Acker,  23  Wend.  053. 

*  Hannon  v.  Bowler,  .34  Minn.  416. 

*  Wood  V.  Lowry,    17   Wend.  492; 

Smitli  V.  Acker,  23  Wend.  C53. 


«Shurtlofff.  Willard,  19  Pick.  202; 
Sdmmerville  v.  llorton,  4  Yerg.  541; 
2(5  Am.  Rep.  242;  Robbius  v.  Parker, 
3  Met.  117. 

^  Miller  V.  Jones,  15Nat.  Bank.  Ree. 
150.  * 

*  Brockenbrough  v.  Brockenbrough, 
31  Gratt.  580;  Googins  v.  Gilmore,  47 
Me.  9;  74  Am.  Dec.  472;  Simpson  v. 
Mitchell,  8  Yerg.  417;  Ewing  v.  Car- 
gill,  21  Miss.  79;  Sipe  v.  Earman,  26 
Gratt.  5G3. 
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dation  of  the  mortgage  debt,  whether  they  have  boon 
actually  paid  over  or  not.  If,  however,  it  appears  that 
there  was  an  understanding  that  the  mortgagor  was  not 
to  account,  but  that  he  might  deal  with  the  property  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  it  was  his  own,  an  inference 
of  fraud  arises  which  renders  the  mortgage  void.* 

Illustrations. — A  mortgaged  to  B  his  stock  of  merchan- 
dise, worth  six  thousand  dollars,  some  of  it  perishable,  con- 
stituting all  his  property,  to  secure  a  debt  of  three  thousand 
dollars.  B  knew  that  A  was  embarrassed,  but  not  that  he  was 
insolvent.  A  was  not  expressly  authorized  to  sell,  but  the 
property  was  left  in  his  possession,  and  it  appeared  to  be  the 
intention  that  he  should  retain  possession  until  the  mortgage 
was  due.  Held,  that  the  power  to  sell  was  implied,  and  that 
the  mortgage  was  void  as  to  creditors:  Benedict  v.  Renfro,  75 
Ala.  121;  51  Am.  Rep.  429.  P.,  to  secure  payment  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  due  in  1884,  mortgaged  to  a 
bank  his  stock  of  goods  and  what  might  be  added  thereto,  reserv- 
ing the  right  to  sell  in  course  of  trade.  The  mortgage  was  not 
recorded  until  1885.  In  1884,  L.,  in  ignorance  of  the  mortgage, 
sold  to  P.  goods  which  were  added  to  the  stock.  A  deposit  of 
two  thousand  dollars  made  by  P.  from  the  proceeds  was  applied 
by  the  bank  to  the  debt.  Held,  that,  as  against  L.,  the  mortgage 
was  void,  being  iruudulent  in  fact:  Lyon  v.  Council  Blnffs  Sav- 
ings  Bank,  29  Fed.  Rep.  566.  A  mortgagor  of  goods  who  had 
been  left  in  possession,  and  whose  mortgage  was  not  filed,  made 
a  general  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  The 
assignee  took  possession,  and  proceeded  to  sell  the  goods  in 
execution  of  his  trust.  The  mortgagee  filed  a  bill  in  equity  to 
foreclose.  Held,  that,  as  the  statute  declared  his  mortgage  void 
as  against  the  very  parties  for  Wiiux-^  the  assignee  was  trustee, 
he  had  no  standing  whatever  in  equity:  Putnam  v.  Reynolds, 
U  Mich.  113. 


§  3090.     Under  the  Statute  of  Elizabeth.— When  the 

mortgagee  takes  the  mortgage  with  knowledge  that  the 
mortgagor  in  giving  it  is  attempting  to  hinder  or  defeat 
his  creditors  he  thereby  becomes  a  party  to  the  attempted 
fraud;  and  although  he  pays  an  adequate  consideration, 
and  takes  possession,  the  mortgage  is  tainted  with  the 
fraud,  and  is  void  as  against  the  creditors  of  the  mort- 

»  New  V.  Sailors,  114  luJ.  407;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  632. 
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gagor.'  The  foundation  of  this  rule  of  law  lies  in  the 
guilty  knowledge  of  the  mortgagee;  for  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  a  debtor  giving  a  mortgage  to  his  creditor,  the 
effect  of  which  may  be  to  hinder  or  defeat  other  creditors, 
and  unless  the  mortgagor  has  the  design  of  so  doing,  and 
the  mortgagee  the  knowledge  of  that  design,  the  security 
is  valid.  The  mere  fact  that  the  effect  of  the  mortgage 
is  to  hinder  or  delay  creditors  does  not  necessarily  render 
it  fraudulent;  it  must  appear  that  such  was  the  mort- 
gagor's intention,  and  that  the  mortgagee  was  aware  of 
it.^  Where  there  are  two  mortgagees  to  whom  the  mort- 
gage is  made  to  secure  separate  and  distinct  debts,  and 
one  of  them  is  a  party  to  the  fraudulent  designs  of  the 
mortgagor,  but  the  other  is  innocent  thereof,  the  rights 
of  the  latter  are  unaffected  by  the  fraud,  and  he  occupies 
the  same  pc^Lion  as  he  would  have  done  had  the  mort- 
gage been  given  to  him  alone."  The  withholding  a 
mortgage  from  record  until  just  before  the  mortgagor 
makes  a  general  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors 
is  a  circumstance  strongly  indicative  of  fraud;*  but  the 
mortgagor  cannot  impeach  the  mortgage  so  as  to  render 
it  invalid  against  his  creditors  by  any  subsequent  ad- 
missions that  it  was  made  with  a  fraudulent  intent, 
unless  the  mortgagee's  knowledge  of  such  intent  is  also 
shown.'  The  mortgage  can  be  assailed  only  by  creditors 
of  the  mortgagor  and  purchasers  in  good  faith,  and  they 
must  first  have  established  their  right  to  occupy  such 


'  David  ».  Burchard,  53  Wis.  492; 
Robinson  v.  Holt,  39  N.  H.  557;  75 
Am.  Dec.  233. 

» Rencher  v.  Wynne,  86  N.  C.  268; 
Wi:istead  v.  Hulme,  32  Kan.  508; 
Nasse  v.  Algermiasen,  25  Mo.  App. 
186;  Strohm  v.  Hayes,  70  111.  41;  Gal- 
piu  V.  Galpin,  74  Iowa,  454;  Murphy 
V.  Moore,  23  Hun,  95;  Price  v.  Master- 
son,  35  Ala.  483;  Frost  v.  Rosecrans, 
66  Iowa,  405;  Holmes  v.  Braid  wood, 
83  Mo.  610;  Francis  v.  Rankin,  84  III. 
169.    See  ante.  Title  Trusts. 


»  Smith  V.  Post,  1  Hun,  516.  But 
Bee  Adams  v.  Niemann,  46  Mich.  1.35. 

*  Magovern  v.  Richard,  27  S.  C.  272; 
Jaffrey  v.  Brown,  29  Fed.  Rep.  476; 
Standard  Paper  Co.  v.  Guenther,  67 
Wis.  101;  Simon  v.  Oppenheimer,  20 
Fed.  Rep.  553;  Lyon  v.  Council  Bluflfs 
Sav.  Bank,  29  Fed.  Rep.  566;  Johnson 
V.  Stellwagen,  67  Mich.  10. 

*  Walker  v.  Henry,  85  N.  Y.  130; 
Perkins  v.  Barnes,  118  Mass.  484;  Her- 
kelrath  v.  Stookey,  63  111.  486;  Bush- 
aeU  V.  Wood,  85  111.  88. 
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positions;*  but  the  mortgage  cannot  be  impeached  by 
evidence  that,  after  executing  it,  the  mortgagor  gave  other 
mortgages  on  the  same  property  to  other  persons,  which 
were  fraudulent  towards  his  creditors.* 

Illustrations. — T.  executed  to  F.  a  mortgage  of  personal 
property,  fraudulent  and  void  as  to  creditors.  Afterwards  T. 
made  in  good  faith  an  assignment  of  all  his  property  for  the 
benefit  of  his  creditors  to  C,  who  took  possession  of  the  mort- 
gaged property.  F.  brought  an  action  against  C.  to  recover  the 
property,  and  in  that  action  the  court  caused  the  property  to  be 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  brought  into  court  to  abide  the  event  of 
the  action.  After  this,  and  more  than  six  months  after  the  assign- 
ment to  C,  T.  filed  his  petition  in  bankruptcy,  was  adjudged  a 
bankrupt,  and  an  assignee  in  bankruptcy  was  appointed.  Held, 
1.  That,  as  the  mortgage  was  valid  between  the  parties  to  it, 
the  legal  title  to  the  property  passed  to  the  mortgagee,  leaving 
only  a  right  of  redemption  in  the  mortgagor,  which  was  all 
that  passed  to  the  voluntary  assignee,  such  an  assignee  not 
being  a  purchaser  for  valuable  consideration  so  as  to  be  able 
to  avoid  the  fraudulent  mortgage;  2.  That,  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  assignee  in  bankruptcy,  the  title  attempted  to  be 
passed  by  the  mortgage  vested  at  once  in  him,  and  he  was 
entitled  to  the  possession:  Mann  v.  Flower,  25  Minn.  600. 

§  3091.  Preferences  under  Insolvent  Laws. — In  the 
absence  of  any  statutory  prohibition,  a  debtor  may  prefer 
a  creditor  by  mortgage  or  otherwise,  and  the  mortgage  is 
equally  binding,  even  though  the  consideration  consist 
entirely  of  a  pre-existing  debt.'  Where  the  parties  to 
such  a  mortgage  are  related  to  each  other,  it  is  a  circum- 
stance sufficient  to  raise  a  suspicion  of  the  bona  fides  of 
the   transaction.*     Where   a   debtor   in   failing  circum- 

•  EUingboe  v.  Brakken,  36  Minn.  McCorkle,  110  Ind.  215;  Andrewi 
156;  Bynum  t».  Miller,  86  N.  C.  559;  v.  Fillmore,  46  Mich.  315;  Davis  v. 
41  Am.  Rep.  467;  Overstreet  v.  Man-  Scott,  22  Neb.  154;  Williams  v.  Lord, 
ning,  67Tex.  657;  Fearey  w.  Cummings,  75  Va.  390;  Bannon  v.  Bowler,  'ii 
41  Mich.  376;  Ransom  v.  Schmela,  13  Minn.  416;  Eurelta  etc.  Works  w.  Brea- 
Neb.  73;  People's  Sav.  Bank  v.  Bates,  nahan,  66  Mich.  489;  Carson  v.  Byers, 
120  U.  S.  556;  Harmon  v.  Harmon,  63  67  Iowa,  606;  Carter  v.  Rewey,  62  Wii^. 
111.512;  Southard  V.  Benner,  72  N.  Y.  552;  National  Bank  v,  Sprague,  20 
424;  Keller  v.  Smalley,  63  Tex.  512.  N.  J.  Eq.  1.3.     See  ante,  Title  trusts. 

»  Ford  V.  Williams,  13  N.  Y.  577;  67  *  Troy  ;-.  Smith,  33  Ala.  469;  Norris 

Am.  Dec.  83.  v.  McCanna,  29  Fed.  Rep.  757;  Man- 

*  Smith  V.  Skeary,  47  Conn.  47;  Mc-  seau  r.  Mueller,  4.')  Wis.  430;  Spiirkii  r. 
Connell  v.  Scott,  67  111.  274;  Wietz  v.  Mack,  31  Ark.  61)6;  Surget  i'.  Boyd.  ^1 
Potter,  32  Fed.  Rep.    888;  Gilbert  v.  Miss.  485;  Dice  v.  Irvin,  110  Ind.  5U1. 
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stances  gives  a  mortgage  to  one  creditor  while  others  are 
pressing  him  for  payment,  though  not  conclusive,  it  is  a 
circumstances  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  on  the  question 
of  fraudulent  intent,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  such  in- 
tention the  mortgage  is  valid.*  Whether  the  mortgage 
was  made  in  the  usual  and  ordinary  course  of  business 
under  the  statute  is  a  question  for  the  jury,  and  the  ob- 
jection is  not  tenable  if  the  mortgage  were  given  to  secure 
an  honest  debt  wholly  or  partially  incurred  at  the  time.'' 
Under  these  laws  the  postponement  of  the  recording  of 
the  mortgage  until  shortly  before  the  mortgagor's  insol- 
vency under  an  arrangement  to  that  effect  does  not 
necessarily  render  the  mortgage  void,  but  it  is  a  cir- 
cumstance to  be  considered  by  the  jury  in  determining 
whether  it  is  fraudulent  at  common  law.'  The  conten- 
tion that  the  security  is  released  by  proving  the  debt 
against  the  insolvent's  estate  can  be  raised  only  by  the 
assignee  in  insolvency.  As  between  prior  and  subsequent 
mortgagees,  the  latter  cannot  acquire  any  advantage  by 
reason  of  the  former  having  proved  on  the  estate  without 
disclosing  his  mortgage.*  Jurisdiction  to  entertain  ac- 
tious  brought  by  assignees  to  set  aside  such  mortgages  is 
vested  in  the  courts  of  the  different  states,  such  actions 
not  being  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  within  the  meaning 
of  the  bankrupt  act.' 

Illustrations.  — A  gave  B  a  mortgage  on  his  household  fur- 
niture, and  afterwards  filed  his  petition  for  discharge  in  bank- 
ruptcy. B  and  the  creditors  agreed  that  the  portion  of  the 
furniture  exempt  by  law  from  the  operation  of  tlie  ))ankrupt 
laws  should  be  set  off  to  A  by  the  assignee,  which  was  done. 
The  mortgage  was  declared    fraudulent   as  against  creditors, 

'  Gage  f.  Cheaebro,  49  Wia.  486;  Al-     Chase  r.  Denny,  130  Mas<3.  560;  Gil- 
lenv.  Kennedy,  4t)  Wis.  549;  Williams    bert  ?;.  Vail,  60   Vt.   201;  Bingham   v, 


V.  Lord,  75  Va.  390;  Van  Patten  v 
BuiT,  55  Iowa,  '224. 

^  Butfum  V.  Jones,  144  Mass.  29; 
Moore  v.  Young,  4  Bias.  128. 

'  Jafl'rey  v.  Brown,  29  Fed.  Rep. 
476;  FoUom  v.    Clenience,  111   Mass. 


273;  Baldwin  v.  Flash,  68  Miss.   593;     Wis.  234 


Jordan,   1   Allen,    .373;   79  Am.   Dec. 

748. 

*  Cook  r.  Farrington,  104  Mass.  212. 

"  Clatlin  I'.  Houseman,  93  U.  8.  130; 
Ansley  v.  Patterson,  77  N.  Y.  156; 
Frost   V.  Citizens'   National  Bank,   68 
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and  the  furniture  not  exempt  was  sold  by  the  assignee.  B 
never  proved  his  debt  in  bankruptcy,  and  A  was  discharged. 
Held,  that  B's  right  to  hold  the  property  thus  set  oflf  was  not 
affected,  and  that  he  might  replevy  it:  Tuesley  v.  Robinson,  1U3 
Mass.  558;  4  Am.  Rep.  575.  In  September,  A  gave  to  B  a 
chattel  mortgage.  In  December,  A  filed  his  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy. When  the  mortgage  became  due,  B  took  possession. 
In  an  action  of  replevin  brought  against  B  by  the  assignee  \u 
bankruptcy,  held,  that  he  took  only  the  equity  of  redemption, 
and  that  B  had  a  right  to  possession  of  the  property,  and  tliat, 
notwithstanding  he  knew  at  the  date  of  the  mortgage  that  A 
was  insolvent:  Bentley  v.  Wells,  61  111.  59;  14  Am.  Rep.  53. 

§  3092.  Power  of  Sale  in  Mortgage.— Whether  the 
permission  to  the  mortgagor  to  sell  the  property  in  the 
usual  course  of  his  business  renders  the  mortgage  fraud- 
ulent and  void  is  a  question  on  which  the  authorities  are 
conflicting.  The  prevailing  doctrine  is,  that  where  the 
mortgagor  is  permitted  to  retain  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty and  sell  it  as  his  own,  it  is  at  most  only  prima  facie 
evidence  of  fraud,  and  does  not  conclusivelv  render  the 
transaction  void.*  In  many  cases  the  nature  of  the  secu- 
rity is  such  that  it  is  to  the  mutual  interest  of  both  mort- 
gagee and  mortgagor  that  the  latter  should  be  allowed  to 
continue  in  possession  and  carry  on  his  business  without 
interruption,  as  it  may  be  presumed  that  he  would  be  able 
to  do  it  to  better  advantage  than  any  one  else,  and  the 
law  will  not  presume  fraud  in  that  because  the  mortgagor 
receives  the  purchase-money  he  will  therefore  misapply 
it.  The  mortgagee  is  the  person  most  vitally  interested, 
and  if  he  considers  it  for  his  best  interests  to  place  con- 
fidence in  the  mortgagor,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  rea- 
son why  the  law  should  assume  that  the  mortgagor  will 
abuse  that  confidence."  Those  states  where  it  is  held  that 
such  possession  and  permission  to  sell  amount  only  to 
prima  facie  evidence  of  fraud  are  Arkansas,  Dakota, 
Georgia,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Mary- 

•  Clark  V.  Hyman,  55  Iowa,  14;  39  Langworthy,    13  Wis.    629;   80  Am. 

Am.   Rep.   160;    Shurtleff  v.  VViliard,  Dec.  758. 

19  Pick.   202;  Briggs  v.  Parkman,  2        »  Hughes  v.  Cory,  20  Iowa,  399. 
Met.   258;  37  Am.  Dec.  89;  Place  v. 
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land,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Nebraska,  New  Jersey, 
North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  and 
Wyoming  Territory;'  but  in  Alabama,  Colorado,  Illinois, 
Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  York,  Ohio, Oregon,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia, 
Washington,  and  Wisconsin,  the  rule  is,  that  the  retention 
of  the  mortgaged  property  by  the  mortgagor  coupled  with 
the  power  to  sell  for  his  own  benefit  renders  the  mortgage 
absolutely  void,  and  it  is  to  be  so  declared  as  a  matter  of 
law  by  the  court;'  though  it  seems  that  where  the  sales  are 
to  be  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds, as  they  arise,  paid  over  to  him,  the  doctrine  is  not 
applicable,  and  the  mortgage  is  valid,  and  such  sales  may 
be  on  credit,  or  the  proceeds  applied  in  the  purchase  of 
other  goods  to  be  substituted  for  those  originally  included 
in  the  mortgage.'  But  where  the  mortgage  contains  a 
privilege  of  selling  the  property  and  purchasing  other 
property,  the  property  so  purchased  would  not  be  within 
the  mortgage  by  substitution.* 

'  Ganss  v.  Doyle,  46  Ark.  122;  An-  Brackett    r.    Harvey,   91    N.  Y.  214; 

dersoii  v.  Howard,  49  Ga.  313;  Fisher  Kleiue  v.   Katzciiberger,  20  Ohio  St. 

V.    Syfcrs,    109    Ind.    514;  Meyer    v.  110;  5  Am.  Rep.  630;  Ortoii  r.  Orton, 

Evans,  6(5  Iowa,  179;  Frankhouaer  v.  7  Or.  478;  33   Am.  Hop.  717;  Tennes- 

Ellett,   22  Kau.    127;    31    Am.   Rep.  see  Nat.  Bankr.  Ebhert,  9  Heisk.  153; 

171;  Vaiimeter  v.  Estill,  78  Ky.  456;  Peiser  v.    Peticolas,   50  Tex.  638;  32 

Deering  V.  Cobb,  74  Me.  332;  43   Am.  Am.    Rep.    621;  Cook  v.    Halsell,    65 

Rop.  596;    Butler  v.   Rahm.  46   Md.  Tex.  1;  Williams  u.  Lord,  75  Va.  390; 

541;  Blanchard  v.   Cooke,   144  Mass.  Byrd    v.  Forbes,   3  Wash.   Ter.  31S; 

207;  People's  Savings  Bank  v.  Bates,  Knappetc.   Co.  v.   Deitz,  64  Wis.  31; 

120  U.  S.  556;  Chieago  Lumber  Co.  v.  Anderson  v.    Patterson,  64  Wis.  557. 

Fisher,  18  Neb.  334;  Lister  v.  Simp-  And  see  Roundy  v.  Converse,  71  Wis. 

son,  38  N.   J.  Eq.  438;  Cheatham  v.  524;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  240. 

Hawkins,   80   N.    C.    161;    Bynum  o.  »  Goodheart   v.  Johnson,  8S  111.  58; 


Miller,  89  N.  C.  393;  Williams  v.  Win- 
sor,  12  R.  1.9;  Hirschkiud  v.  Israel, 
18  S.  C.  157. 

^  Owens  V.  Hobbie,  82  Ala.  466; 
Brasher  v.  Christoplie,  10  Col.  284; 
Dunning  v.  Mead,  90  111.  376;  Greene- 
bauni  V.  Wheeler,  90  111.  296;  Mannr. 
Flower,  25  Minn.  500;  Britton  v. 
Criswell,  63  Miss.  394;  Hubbell 
I'.  Allen,  90  Mo.  574;  Nicholsou  v. 
Golden,  27  Mo.  App.  132;  Leopold  v. 
Silverman,  7  Mont.  266;  Wilson  v. 
Sullivan,  58  N.  H.  260;  Reynolds  v. 
Ellis,  103  N.  Y.  115;  57  Am.  Rep.  701; 


Miller  v.  Lockwood,  32  N.  Y.  293; 
Crow  V.  Red  River  Co.  Bank,  52  Tex. 
362;  Ellsworth  i-.  Phelps.  30  Hun,  646; 
Wilsouf.  Sullivan,  58  N.H.  260;  Hew- 
son  V.  Tootle,  72  Mo.  632;  Fiske  v. 
Harshaw,  45  Wis.  665;  Miller  t'.  Shrove, 
29  N.  J.  L.  250.  See  note  to  Pulcifer 
V.  Page,  54  Am.  Dec.  595;  Kleino  v. 
Katzenberger,  20  Ohio  St.  110;  5  Am. 
Rep.  630. 

*  Ranlett  v.  Blodgett,  17  N.  H.  298; 
43  Am.  Dec.  603;  Rose  v.  Bevan,  10 
Md.  466;  69  Am.  Dec.  170. 
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Illustkations.  —  A  executed  to  B  a  mortgnge  on  all  his 
stock  in  trade.  The  mortgage  gave  A  perniission  to  remain  in 
possession,  and  to  sell  and  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  goods  to 
his  own  use.  Held,  fraudulent  and  void  in  law  as  against  cred- 
itors: Blakeslee  v.  Roaaman,  43  Wis.  116.  A  trading  firm  in  a 
city  in  Indiana,  owing  money,  made  a  mortgage  of  their  stock 
of  goods,  the  mortgage  containing  this  clause:  And  it  is 
hereby  expressly  agreed  that  until  default  shall  be  made  in  the 
payment  of  some  one  of  said  notes,  the  parties  of  the  first  part 
may  remain  in  possession  of  sai'  goods,  and  may  sell  the  same 
as  heretofore,  and  supply  their  places  with  other  goods,  and  such 
substituted  goods  shall  be  subjected  to  the  lien  of  this  mort- 
gage. Held,  that  the  mortgage  was  void  as  matter  of  law, 
notwithstanding  recording:  Robinson  v.  Elliott,  22  Wall.  513. 
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LIENS. 

8  3003.  Oommon-law  liens. 

§  3004.  Equitalile  liens. 

§  3005.  Liuus  by  express  agreement. 

§  300U.  SUtutory  liens. 

§  3007.  Lien  of  artisan  or  workman. 

§  3008.  Lien  of  attorney. 

§  .3009.  Lien  of  auctioneer. 

§  3100.  Lien  of  banker. 

§3101.  Lion  of  carrier. 

§  3102.  Lien  of  factor. 

§  3103.  Lien  of  innkeeper. 

8  3104.  Lien  of  warehouseman. 

§  3 1 05.  Vendor's  lien — Roalty. 

§3106.  Vendor's  lien— ii'ersoualty. 

§  3107.  VenJee's  lien. 

§  3093.  Gommon-law  Liens. — A  common-law  lien  is  a 
right  to  retain  possession  of  property  belonging  to  an- 
other until  a  claim  of  the  party  in  possession  against  the 
owner  is  satisfied.  Such  liens  arise  by  operation  of  law, 
and  without  any  agreement  of  the  parties.*     The  princi- 


'  Chambers  v.  Davidson,  L.  R.  1  P. 
C.  29G;  Andrews  v.  Doe.  6  How.  (Miss.) 
554;  38  Am.  Dec.  450.  All  liens  de- 
pend upon  contracts  express  or  im- 
plied, and  none  can  be  implied  where 
the  defeiulaut  acts  adversely  to  the 
rights  of  the  person  for  whom  he  has 
paid  the  money:  Allen  v.  Ogden,  1 
VVash.  174.  In  Domild  v.  Hewitt,  33 
Ala.  534,  73  Am.  Dec.  431,  the  court 
say:  "It  is  contended  for  appellants 
that   the    well-ascertained    technical 


meaning  of  the  word  'lien'  is  a  right 
to  retain  possession  of  property 'vi til 
a  demand  is  satisfied,  and  that  it  umst 
be  so  understood  wlicre  it  occurs  in 
the  written  contract  above  named.  It 
is  true  that  common-law  liens  —  for 
example,  liens  of  carriers,  innkeepers, 
factors,  and  artificers — are  mere 
rights  t'>  retain  until  the  specific  debt 
is  satisfied,  and  cannot  continue  with- 
out possession.  But  whatever  may 
be  the  import  of  the  word  when  applied 


§  3093 
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pal  examples  of  the  common-law  liens  are  the  liens  of 
workmen  on  property  upon  which  they  have  performed 
service;  of  pawnors  upon  their  pawns;  of  innkeepers 
upon  goods  of  their  guests;  and  of  carriers  upon  prop- 
erty conveyed  by  them.  A  mere  creditor  happening  to 
have  in  his  possession  specific  articles  belonging  to  his 
debtor  has  no  lien  upon  them.*  A  person  who  has  ad- 
vanced money  to  another  to  carry  on  business  has  no  lien 
upon  the  proceeds  of  such  business.^  The  policy  of  the 
law  is  against  upholding  secret  liens  and  charges,  to  the 
injury  of  innocent  purchasers  and  encumbrancers  for 
value."  Tlie  common  law  establishes  liens  in  the  order  of 
priority  of  their  acquisition,  the  first  in  order  of  time 
standing  lirst  in  order  of  rank.* 

A  lien  is  either  general  or  particular.  A  particular 
lien  on  goods  is  confined  to  the  very  goods;  but  a  general 
lien  on  goods  extends  not  only  to  the  particular  account, 
but  also  to  the  general  balance  of  the  accounts.  A  right 
to  retain  property  for  a  claim  in  respect  to  it  alone  is  a 
particular  lien.  A  right  to  retain  all  the  property  of  the 
debtor  which  is  in  or  may  come  into  the  hands  of  the 
creditor  is  a  general  lien.*  There  can  be  no  lien  oii 
chattels  at  common  law  separate  from  the  possession.*  A 
common-law  lien  is  lost  if  possession  is  surrendered;^  but 


to  that  class  of  cases,  or  whatever  may 
have  been  its  original  meaning,  it  has 
acquired  in  our  law  a  much  more  ex- 
tended signification.  It  is  used  to 
designate  all  the  various  charges  of 
debts  upon  land  or  personalty  which 
are  created  by  statute,  or  recognized 
in  chancery  or  maritime  law,  although 
neither  connected  with  nor  dependent 
iipon  possession:  Willard's  Ec|.  Jur.  123. 
Thus  we  iiave  the  lien  of  a  judgment, 
the  lien  of  an  execution,  the  lien  of  a 
partner,  the  lien  of  a  legal  or  equitable 
mortgage,  the  lien  of  a  vendor,  and  va- 
rious other  charges  which  are  denomi- 
nated liens;  and  in  courts  of  equity  the 
term  'lien'  is  used  to  denote  a  charge 
or  encumbrance  on  a  thing,  where  there 


is  neither  jtM  in  re  nor  Jus  ad  rem,  nor 
possession  of  the  thing;  Peck  v.  Jeu- 
ness,  7  How.  61'2,  619;  Brig  Nesfoi,  1 
Sum.  73." 

^  Allen  V.  Megguire,  15  Mass.  400. 

»  Miller  v.  Price,  20  Wis.  117. 

»  Palmer  v.  Howard,  72  Cal.  293;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  60. 

*  Voorhia  v.  Westervelt,  43  N.  J.  Eq. 
642;  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  315. 

*  Myer  v.  Jacobs,  1  Daly,  .32. 

*  Jenkins  v.  Eichelberger,  4  Watts, 
121 ;  '28  Am.  Dec.  691 ;  Jordan  v.  James, 
5  Ohio,  88. 

'  Oakes  v.  Moore,  24  Me.  214;  41 
Am.  Dec.  379;  Miller  v.  Maraton,  35 
Me.  153;  56  Am.  Dec.  694. 


5035 


LIENS. 


§  3094 


in  the  maritime  law  and  in  equity  liens  exist  indepen- 
dently of  possession.'  A  lien  will  be  destroyed  not  only 
by  parting  with  possession,  but  by  attempting  to  retain 
it  otherwise  than  as  security.^  So  where  a  party  refuses, 
upon  demand  made,  to  deliver  up  property  without  set- 
ting up  any  lien  thereon,  he  thereby  waives  the  right  to 
set  up  a  lien  afterwards.'  The  remedy  of  one  from  whose 
custody  is  wrongfully  taken  property  on  which  he  has  a 
Hen  is  by  an  action  against  the  wrong-doer,  either  to 
recover  possession  or  for  a  wrongful  conversion.*  A  cred- 
itor who  has  a  lien  on  two  funds  will  be  compelled,  as 
against  a  subsequent  lienor  having  a  claim  on  only  one, 
to  satisfy  his  debt  from  the  other  fund.*  One  cannot 
waive  a  lien  of  which  he  has  no  knowledge." 

§  3094.  Equitable  Liens. — An  equitable  lien  is  a  right 
not  recognized  at  law  to  have  a  fund  or  specific  property, 
or  its  proceeds,  applied,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  particular  debt  or  class  of  debts.^  Every  ex- 
press executory  agreement  whereby  the  contracting  party 
sufficiently  indicates  an  intention  to  make  some  partic- 
ular property,  real  or  personal,  or  fund  therein  identified, 
a  security  for  a  debt  or  other  obligation,  or  whereby  the 
party  promises  to  convey,  assig!i,  or  transfer  the  property 
as  security,  creates  an  equitable  lien  upon  the  property  so 
indicated,  which  is  enforceable  against  the  property.' 
Therefore  an  equitable  lien  will  be  decreed  wherever  a 
debtor  has,  in  good  faith,  contracted  with  a  creditor  that 
the  latter  shall  have  a  lien  upon  specified  property  as 
security  for  a  debt,  if  the  agreement  does  not  operate  to 


»  Ex  parte  Foster,  2  Story,  131. 

"  Beau?;.  Bolton,  3  Phila.  87;  Picquet 
V.  McKay,  2  Blackf.  4G5. 

^  Dow8  V.  Morewooil,  10  Barb.  183; 
Thatcher  v.  Harlan,  2  Houst.  178; 
H  la  V.  Phelps,  7  Ind.  21;  63  Am. 
Dec.  410.  Contra,  Everett  r.  Coffia, 
6  Wend.  603;  22  Am.  Dec.  551. 


•  Wingard  r.  Banning,  39  Cal.  543. 

•  Cheesebrough  v.  Millard,  1  Johns. 
Ch.  409;  7  Am.  Dec.  494;  Ramsey's 
Appeal,  2  Watts,  228;  27  Am.  Dec. 
301. 

«  Boynton  v.  Braley,  54  Vt.  92. 
'  2  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  sec.  1215. 

•  Knott  V.  Mt'g  Co.,  30  W.  Va.  790. 
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create  a  lien  at  law.*  When  one  joint  owner  of  a  business 
and  stock  in  trade  sells  out  his  interest  to  the  other,  for 
valuable  consideration,  and  takes  a  lien  on  the  stock  in 
trade,  and  the  increase  thereof  in  the  line  of  the  business, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  the  purchase-money,  such  lien 
is  a  continuing  security,  enforceable  in  equity,  between 
the  parties  and  their  privies.''  But  where  chattels  upon 
which  there  is  a  registered  lien  are  destroyed,  the  lieu 
does  not  attach  to  new  chattels  substituted  in  their 
place.^  The  expectation  of  a  person  performing  services 
or  furnishing  materials  tiiat  funds  of  his  employer  de- 
rived from  specific  resources  will  be  devoted  to  paying 
for  his  services  or  materials,  even  when  founded  upon  an 
express  promise  by  the  employer  that  those  funds  shall 
be  so  devoted,  does  not  create  a  lien  in  favor  of  the  con- 
tractor. Before  there  can  arise  any  lien  on  the  funds  of 
the  employer,  there  must  be,  in  addition  to  such  express 
promise  upon  which  the  contractor  relies,  some  act  of  ap- 
propriation on  the  part  of  the  employer  depriving  himself 
of  the  control  of  the  funds,  and  conferring  upon  the  con- 
tractor the  right  to  have  them  applied  to  his  payment 
when  the  services  are  rendered  or  the  materials  are  fur- 
nished. There  must  be  a  relinquishment  by  the  employer 
of  the  right  of  dominion  over  the  funds,  so  that  without 
his  aid  or  consent  the  contractor  can  enforce  their  appli- 
cation to  his  payment  when  his  contract  is  completed.* 
Thus  the  fact  that  a  decedent  in  his  lifetime  had  frequently 
declared  his  intention  to  pay  certain  indebtedness  to 
plaintiffs  from  the  proceeds  of  a  number  of  cattle  owned 
by  him,  is  insufficient  to  create  a  lien  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiffs upon  the  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  cattle  by 
his  executors.' 


'  A  valid  equitable  lien,  aa  against 
subsequent  encumbrancers  or  thuir 
agentsj,  is  created  by  an  agreement  that 
the  so-called  preferred  stock  of  a  rail- 
road company  shall  be  a  lien  of  a  cer- 
tain class,  provided  the  agreement  ia 


brought  to  their  knowledge:    Skiddy 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  Huglies,  320. 

■^  McClurew.  McDearmon,  26  Ark.  66. 

*  Cowart  V.  Cowart,  3  Lea,  57. 

♦  Dillon  V.  Barnard,  21  Wall.  430. 
'  Cook  V.  Black,  54  Iowa,  6<J3. 
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Examples  of  equitable  liens  are  found  in  the  lien  of  a 
partner  on  the  partnership  assets;'  the  lien  of  the  cred- 
itors of  a  partnership;''  the  lien  of  the  creditors  of  a  cor- 
poration upon  its  assets;'  the  lien  of  a  cestui  que  trust 
upon  trust  funds.*  Equity  will  enforce  a  lien  for  perma- 
nent and  valuable  improvements  made  by  one  in  posses- 
sion of  land,  in  good  faith,  without  notice  of  the  title  of 
the  legal  owner,  who  stands  by  and  suffers  the  same  to 
be  made.^  One  who,  under  an  honest  but  mistaken  belief 
of  ownership,  pays  taxes  on  another's  land,  may  have  a 
lien  on  the  land  for  repayment  of  the  amount,  with  in- 
terest from  the  time  he  made  payment.*  Where  land  is 
devised  to  one  who  is  required  to  pay  to  other  devisees  a 
sum  sufficient  to  make  the  devises  equal,  an  equitable 
lien  is  created.^  An  equitable  lien  passes  to  the  assignee 
of  the  debt  of  which  such  lien  is  an  incident,  although 
not  named  in  the  instrument  of  assignment.*  There 
must  be  a  valuable  and  adequate  consideration  for  an 
equitable  lien,  but  what  will  be  a  sufficient  consideration 
must  depend  upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.' 

Illustrations. —  A  knows  that  B  claims  goods,  and  stands 
by  and  permits  B  to  pay  customs  duties  without  disclosing  his 
claim,  and  with  the  intention  of  replevying  the  goods  after  the 
duties  are  paid.  Held,  that  B  acquires  an  equitable  lien,  which 
he  is  entitled  to  have  discharged  before  A  can  obtain  posses- 
sion: Fowler  v.  Parsons,  143  Mass.  401.  A  entered  into  a 
written  contract  with  B,  whereby,  in  consideration  of  money 
advanced  by  the  latter  for  the  purchase  of  skins,  he  agreed 
that  he  would  tan,  finish,  and  deliver  them  to  B,  who  was  to 
sell  them  on  commission  and  put  the  proceeds  at  the  disposal 
of  A.  It  was  also  agreed  that  the  skins  should  be  considered 
as  security  for  the  money  advanced.  Held,  that  the  legal  title 
to  the  skins  was  in  A,  subject  to  a  claim  by  B  in  the  nature  of  an 
equitable  lien:  Hauselt  v.  Harrison,  105  U.  S.  401.  A,  having  a 
claim  against  a  county  for  services,  agreed  with  B  and  C,  to 


'  See  Title  Partnership. 
"Id. 

*  See  Title  Corporations. 

♦  See  Title  Trustees. 

»  Preston  r.  Brown,  35  Ohio  St.  18. 
•Goodnow  V.   Litchfield,  63  Iowa, 


275;  Goodnow  ».  Stryker,  63  Iowa, 
669. 

'  Dudgeon  v.  Dudgeon,  87  Mo. 
218. 

8  Payne  v.  Wilson,  74  N.  Y.  348. 

*  Eaton  V.  Patterson,  2  Stew.  &  P.  9. 
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whom  he  was  indebted,  to  give  them  county  orders  for  the 
amounts  severally  due  them.  Held,  that  this  agreen)(!nt  created 
a  valid  lien  upon  the  fund  in  favor  of  B  and  C:  Richardson  v. 
Rust,  9  Paige,  243.  A  having  negotiated  a  loan,  by  letter,  and 
promised  to  secure  it  by  a  bill  of  sale  of  specified  property, 
died  soon  afterwards  without  giving  the  security.  Held,  that 
the  lender  had  a  lien  upon  the  specified  property:  Read  v.  Gail 
lard,  2  Desaus.  552;  2  Am.  Dec.  096. 


§  3095.  Liens  by  Express  Agreement.  —  Liens  may  be 
created  by  contract  of  the  parties  where  none  would  exist 
by  operation  of  law.*  Where  the  owner  of  a  canal-boat 
sunk  in  the  Hudson  River,  after  trying  to  raise  it  himself, 
and  hiring  men  for  that  purpose,  requested  the  persons 
about  there  to  continue  the  search,  and  pro  jised  to  see 
them  paid,  and  afterwards  promised  to  pay  the  expense, 
it  was  held  that  the  party  raising  the  boat  had  a  lien  on 
it  and  the  cargo  for  his  expenses.'^  So  by  contract  it 
may  be  agreed  that  the  vendor  of  property  shall  retain  a 
lien  upon  the  property  in  the  hands  of  the  vendee  until 
the  purchase-money  shall  be  paid.^  A  vendor's  lien  on 
real  estate  for  unpaid  purchase-money  may  be  created  by 
the  express  contract  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  sale 
and  conveyance  of  such  real  estate.*  A  lien  created  by 
contract,  and  reserved  on  the  face  of  the  conveyance,  is 
regarded  as  a  specific  lien  forming  an  original  substan- 
tive charge  upon  the  estate  thus  conveyed,  and  as  affecting 
all  persons  who  may  subsequently  come  into  possession  of 
the  estate  with  notice,  either  actual  or  constructive,  of  its 
existence.'  But  the  security  is  an  incident  that  follows 
the  legal  obligation  to  pay,  and  whenever  that  obligation 
ceases,  the  security  must  cease  with  it.  A  lien  upon  land 
given  to  secure  payment  of  a  promissory  note  cannot  bo 
enforced  after  the  note  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 


'  Overton  on  Liens,  23.3;  MeCaflFrey 
V.  Woo<len,  62  Barb.  31G;  Milliiiian  v. 
Neher,  20  Barb.  40;  Ostertag  v.  Gal- 
braith,  23  Neb.  730. 

*  Baker  v.  Hoag,  7  Baib.  113. 


»  Sawyer  v.  Fisher,  32  Me.  28. 

♦  Smith  V.  Rowland,  13  Kan.  245. 

*  Lincoln  v.  Purcell,  2  Head,  143;  73 
Am.  Dec.  197. 
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tions.*  An  express  contract  that  the  lien  shall  he  retained 
to  a  specified  extent  is  equivalent  to  a  waiver  of  that  lien 
to  any  greater  extent.^ 

Illustrations. —  A  lease  of  a  hotel  in  process  of  erection 
stipulated  that  all  furniture  and  fixtures  should  be  bound  for 
the  rent.  It  was  to  take  effect  at  a  future  day.  When  signed, 
the  hotel  was  unfurnished,  but  before  it  took  effect  there  were 
furniture  and  fixtures  in  the  hotel.  The  rent  was  payable 
monthly.  Held,  that  a  lien  attached  upon  the  furniture  and 
fixtures  for  the  full  amount  of  rent  reserved,  and  had  priority 
over  a  mortgage  given  after  the  lease  took  effect,  but  before  rent 
was  in  arrears,  to  one  knowing  of  the  stipulation:  Wright  v. 
Birr.her^s  Executor,  72  Mo.  179;  37  Am.  Rep.  433.  Advances 
were  made  by  a  bank  to  a  contractor  to  enable  him  to  furnish 
certjiin  manufactuied  articles  to  the  government;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  such  advances  should  be  a  lien  on  the  drafts  to  be 
drawn  on  the  government  for  the  proceeds  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured. Held,  that  this  did  not  give  the  bank  a  lien  on  a 
judgment  against  the  government  for  damages  for  violation  of 
the  contract:  Bank  of  Washington  v.  Nock,  9  Wall.  373.  It  was 
stipulated  by  a  brick-maker  that  the  lessees  of  a  brick-yard 
should  retain  the  bricks  to  be  made,  as  securities  for  advances 
to  him.  Held,  that  the  bricks  became  pledged  as  fast  as  they 
were  made,  and  that  such  a  lien,  with  the  consent  of  the  brick- 
maker,  was  assignable:  Macomber  y.  Parker,  14  Pick.  497.  A 
borrowed  money  of  B,  who  executed  an  obligation  promising 
to  pay  the  amount,  to  insure  his  buildings,  and  not  to  give  any 
voluntary  lien  of  any  character  on  his  buildings  or  land  so  long 
as  the  debt  should  remain  unpaid.  Held,  that  this  obligation 
created  no  lien  in  A's  favor  in  B's  property:  Knott  v.  Shepherds- 
town  Mfg.  Co.,  30  W.  Va.  790. 

§  3096.  Statutory  Liens. — By  statutes  in  most  of  the 
states,  any  person  furnishing  labor  or  materials  for  the 
erection  or  repair  of  a  building  has  alien  ou  the  building 
erected,  and  on  the  interest  of  the  owner  of  the  building 
in  the  land  on  which  it  stands.'  In  some  states  the  lien 
attaches  to  the  building  and  the  land,  by  whomsoever 
owned,  and  in  some,  not  only  the  lot  on  which  the  build- 
ing stands  is  liable,  but  also  the  lot  or  curtilage  imrae- 


'  Yeates  v.  Weeden,  6  Bush,  438. 
'  Browu  V,  Gilman,  4  Wlieat.  255. 


'  See  1  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  1960  et  sec^. 
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diately  about  it,  and  necessary  for  its  use.'  The  statutes 
prescribe  the  modes  both  ior  enforcing  the  lien  and  for 
limiting  the  liability  of  the  owner.  In  many  states,  by 
statute,  the  landlord  has  a  lien  for  his  rent  on  the  crops 
grown  on  the  land  during  the  terra;  or  on  the  furniture 
in  the  house,  the  farm  implements,  or  any  personal  prop, 
erty  on  the  premises.''  In  several  states  a  person  making 
advances  to  a  farmer  may,  by  agreement,  have  a  lien  on 
the  crops  of  that  year  to  the  preference  of  all  previous  or 
subsequent  liens.'  In  Kansas  one  furnishing  water  for 
irrigating  purposes  has  a  lien  on  the  crop  for  the  contract 
price.*  The  legislature  has  the  power  to  authorize  hogs 
and  cattle  taken  damage-feasant  to  be  impounded  by  the 
owner  of  the  premises,  and  detained  until  the  damages 
and  costs  are  paid,  and  to  give  such  owner  a  lien  on  the 
tmimals  to  secure  such  damages  and  costs.*  In  a  number 
.  «ates,  by  statute,  liens  are  given  to  laborers,  to  artisans, 
to  workmen,  to  agisters,  graziers,  and  livery-stable  keepers, 
to  the  owners  of  stud-horses,  and  other  persons.®  A  lien 
fixed  under  one  statute  becomes  a  vested  right  not  affected 
by  a  repeal  of  the  statute.^ 

§  3097.  Lien  of  Artisan  or  Workman. — A  person  doing 
work  or  labor  on  an  article  has  a  lien  on  such  thing  for 
his  charges.*  As  a  general  rule,  every  bailee  for  hire  who 
by  his  labor  and  skill  has  imparted  an  additional  value  to 
the  goods  of  another  has  a  lien,  at  his  election,  upon  the 
property  for  his  reasonable  charges  in  relation  to  it  so 
long  as  he  retains  the  same  in  his  custody.*  One  with 
whom  materials  are  left  for  manufacture  has  a  lien  on 


^  See  I  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  1960  et  seq. 

*  1  Stimsuu's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2034;  aliter  in  the  absence  of  stat- 
ute: Deaver  v.  Rice,  4  Dev.  &  B. 
431;  34  Am,  Dec.  3S8. 

*  Alabama,  Florida,  North  Carolina, 
Virginia,  Georgia:  See  1  Stimson's 
American  Statute  Law,  1954. 

*  Kansas  Laws  1885,  sec.  133. 


»  Rood  V.  McOargor,  49  Cal.  117. 

•1  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  4640  et  acq. 

'  Handel  v.  Elliott,  60  Tex.  145. 

«  Hutchins  v.  Olcutt,  4  Vt.  549;  24 
Am.  Dec.  635;  White  v.  Smith,  44  N. 
J.  L.  105;  43  Am.  Rep.  347. 

•Wilson  V.  Martin,  40  N.  H.  88; 
Hanna  v.  Phelps,  7  lud.  21;  63  Am. 
Deo.  410. 
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them  for  his  work.*  Thus  the  following  liens  have  been 
sustained:  Of  a  mill-owner,  on  lumber  sawed  at  his  mill;^ 
of  one  engaged  in  the  business  of  rendering  lard  from  hogs, 
on  the  lard  so  made;^  of  a  pork-packer,  on  pork  packed 
by  him;*  of  a  driver  of  logs,  for  his  services  on  the  logs 
which  he  is  employed  to  drive.'  The  lien  attaches  at 
common  law  only  where  the  property  has  been  improved 
in  value  by  the  labor  or  attention  of  the  party .^  Thus  an 
agister  has  no  lien  on  the  cattle  of  others,'  nor  has  a  liv- 
ery-stable keeper  to  whom  a  horse  has  been  delivered  to 
be  stabled,  kept,  and  fed.*  But  a  livery-stable  keeper  has 
a  lien  for  the  keep  and  exercise  of  a  horse  sent  to  him  to 
be  trained,^  and  so  has  a  farrier  with  whom  a  horse  is  left 
to  be  kept  and  cured.*"  And  possession  being  essential  to 
the  lien,  a  mere  employee  or  workman  of  a  contractor  has 
no  lien  on  the  property,  though  enhanced  by  his  labor." 
So  one  who  contracts  to  haul  lumber  at  an  agreed  price, 
to  be  paid  for  when  the  lumber  is  sold,  has  no  lien  on  it." 
A  manufacturer  of  brick  made  and  burnt  on  the  land  of 
another,  but  of  which  the  manufacturer  lias  no  lease,  and 


>  Mathiaa  v.  Sellers,  86  Pa.  St.  486; 
27  Am.  Re]).  723;  Towiisend  v.  Newell, 
]4  Pick.  332;  Moore  v.  Hitchcock,  4 
Wend.  392. 

■i  Hutchiii3  V.  Olcutt,  4  Vt.  549;  24 
Am.  Dec.  634;  Ariaiis  v.  Brickley,  05 
Wis.  26;  56  Am.  Rep.  611;  Pierce  v. 
Sweet,  33  Pa.  St.  151. 

^  Ilaiina  v.  Phelps,  7  luil.  21 ;  63  Am. 
Dec.  410. 

*  East  V.  Ferguson,  59  Ind.  172; 
Shaw  V.  Ferguson,  78  Ind.  554. 

"  Hamilton  v.  Buck,  36  Me.  536. 

« White»v.  Smith,  44  N.  J.  L.  105; 
43  Am.  Rep.  .347. 

'  Jackson  v.  Cummins,  5  Mees.  &  W. 
342;  Cummings  v.  Harris,  3  Vt.  244; 
23  Am.  Dec.  206;  Grinnell  v.  Cook,  3 
Hill,  485;  38  Am.  Dec.  663. 

*  Judson  V.  Etheridge,  1  Cromp.  & 
M.  742;  Miller  v.  Marston,  35  Me.  153; 
56  Am.  Deo.  694.  As  to  a  livery-stable 
keeper  who  is  also  an  innkeeper,  see 
Wall  V.  Garrison.  1 1  Col.  515.  A  sta- 
ble-keeper's lien  cannot  be  asserted 
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where  the  person  who  leaves  the  horse 
in  the  stable  is  not  the  owner  nor  tlie 
owner's  agent,  who  has  no  authority 
in  the  premises,  and  who.se  possession 
is  but  a  naked  wrongful  possession: 
Stott  V.  Scott,  08  Tex.  302. 

9  Bevan  v.  Waters,  3  Car.  &  P.  520; 
Forth  V.  Simpson,  13  Q.  B.  680.  One 
who  keeps  and  trains  another's  horse 
at  the  owner's  request  has  a  statutory 
lien  for  the  keep,  and  a  conniion-law 
lien  for  the  training:  Towle  v.  Ray- 
mond, 58  N.  H.  64.  One  to  whom  a 
horse  has  been  delivered  to  be  trained 
for  running  races  for  bets  and  wagers 
has  a  lieu  for  the  expense  and  skdl 
therein  bestowed:  Harris  v.  Woodruff, 
124  Mass.  205;  26  Am.  Rep.  658. 

"  Lord  V.  Jones,  24  Me.  439;  41  Am. 
Dec.  391. 

"  Mclntyre  v.  Carver,  2  Watts  &  S. 
392;  37  Am.  Dec.  519;  HoUingsworth 
V.  Dow,  19  Pick.  228;  Wright  v.  Ferry, 
23  Fla.  160. 

"  Stillings  V.  Gibson,  63  N.  H.  1. 
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no  otlior  interest  than  a  right  to  enter  and  mako  the  brick, 
has  no  such  possession  of  tlie  brick  as  to  give  him  a  lien 
thereon  for  his  labor.'  But  where  a  person  has  a  lien  on 
certain  articles  for  work  done  upon  them,  a  delivery  of 
the  articles  without  his  consent  does  not  affect  his  rights.'^ 
The  lien  for  work  and  labor  on  an  article  is  waived  by 
taking  a  note  for  the  amount  of  the  charges;'  or  by  the 
voluntary  and  unconditional  delivery  of  the  property  to 
the  owner;*  or  by  an  unqualified  refusal  to  deliver  the 
chattel  to  the  bailor  without  placing  the  refusal  on  the 
ground  of  the  lien.®  But  the  lien  for  work  and  labor  ia 
not  affected  or  waived  by  a  special  agreement  for  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  the  work."  And  a  manufacturer 
of  goods  is  entitled  to  a  lien  on  the  same  for  the  price  of 
manufacturing,  notwithstanding  they  were  manufactured 
under  a  special  agreement  providing  for  the  payment  of 
such  price  in  advance.^  Under  a  contract  for  repairing 
several  articles  for  a  gross  sum,  the  person  repairing  has 
a  lien  on  all  the  articles  for  the  repairs  on  any.®  But  gen- 
erally the  lien  is  only  a  specific  lien  on  the  identical  prop- 
erty upon  which  the  labor  and  materials  are  bestowed. 
Thus  one  tendered  payment  for  repairs  upon  a  carriage 
cannot  hold  the  carriage  for  repairs  unpaid  for  upon  other 
carriages  of  the  same  owner,  the  whole  not  being  as  of  an 
entire  lot.®  A  laborer's  statutory  lien  is  assignable,^"  though 
the  common-law  lien  for  work  and  labor  is  not." 

Illustrations. — A  wife  allowed  her  husband  to  use  her 
wagon,  and  he  took  it  to  a  wheelwright  for  necessary  repairs. 
The  wheelwright  made  the  repairs,  and  charged  them  to  the 


'  King  V.  Indian  Orchard  Canal  Co., 
11  Cush.  23L 

*  Partridge  v.  Dartmouth  College, 
5  N.  H.  28(i. 

»  Hutchins  v.  Olcutt,  4  Vt.  549;  24 
Am.  Dec.  (534. 

*  Sensenbrenner  v.  Matthews,  48 
Wis.  250;  33  Am.  Rep.  809;  Smith  v. 
Greenop,  60  Mich.  61. 

*  Hanna  v.    Phelps,  7   Ind.   21 ;  63 
Am.  Dec.  410.     See  Hamilton  v.  Mo-    55  Am.  Dec.  205' 
Laughlin,  145  Mass.  20r 


«  Mathias  v.  Sellers,  86  Pa.  St.  486; 
27  Am.  Rep.  723;  Hanna  v.  Phelps,  7 
Iml.  21;  63  Am.  Dec.  410. 

'  Ruggles  V.  Walker,  34  Vf  4fi8. 

*  Hensel  v.  Noble,  95  Pa.  St.  34');  40 
Am.  Rep.  659. 

•  Moulton  V.  Greene,  10  R.  I.  110. 
»•  Murphy  v.  Adams,  71  Me.  113;  36 

Am.  Rep.  299. 
"  Bradley  v.  Spofiford,  23  N.  H.  444; 
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liusband,  supposing  the  wagon  to  bo  liis.  TTcJd  that  ho  had  a 
lien  therefor  as  against  the  wife:  WliHr.  v.  Smith,  44  N.  J.  f;.  105; 
43  Am.  Kep.  .'J47.  P.  contracted  with  II.  to  launder  all  the 
cuirs  and  collars  manufactured  by  the  latter,  at  a  price  Hpecd- 
fied.  P.  was  to  return  the  goods  as  fast  as  laundered,  and  to 
render  a  bill  and  receive  payment  in  cash  on  the  first  of  each 
month  lor  all  goods  laundered  and  returned  during  the  preced- 
ing month.  In  an  action  brought  against  a  sheriiT  who  had 
](!vied  on  the  goods  in  plaintill's  hands  under  an  execution 
against  H.,  held,  that  P.  had  no  right  of  lien  either  for  the 
balance  due  him  or  for  the  work  done;  on  the  goods  so  levied 
on:  Wiles  Launderlno  Co.  v.  Jlahlo,  105  N.  Y.  2;>4;  59  Am.  Kep. 
49G.  An  association  borrowed  money  for  constructing  a  [)ark, 
giving  its  note,  which  its  oOicers,  wdio  were  guarantors,  paid  in 
good  faith  with  the  money  borrowed.  JJchJ.  that  persons  fur- 
nishing labor  and  materials  for  the  park  had  no  lien  on  the  bor- 
rowed money,  although  the  association  had  no  other  property, 
and  had  become  insolvent:  Myers  v.  Jncquen,  53  Conn.  517.  A 
livery-stable  keeper  refused  to  deliver  up  a  horse  on  the  owner's 
demand  unless  paid  for  a  time  i)rccoding  as  well  as  succeeding 
the  date  of  notice  to  the  owner,  the  horse  having  been  left  there 
without  the  owner's  knowledge  or  authority.  Held,  that  the 
lien  was  waived:  Hamilton  v.  McLaughlin,  145  Mass.  20.  A 
had  a  lien  on  horses  for  their  keep.  He  instituted  proceedings 
to  enforce  the  lien,  and  the  officer,  after  a  sale,  paid  the  excess 
over  the  amount  of  the  lien  into  court,  as  required  by  statute. 
Held,  that  A  could  not  by  a  suit  in  equity  reach  this  money  to 
satisfy  his  claim  for  keeping  the  horses  from  the  time  of  the  in- 
stitution of  the  lien  proceedings  to  the  time  of  sale:  Lord  v. 
Collins,  79  Me.  227. 

§3098.  Lien  of  Attorney. —An  attorney  has  a  lien 
upon  any  judgment  or  recovery  obtained  by  him  for  his 
fees  and  compensation  in  obtaining  it;^  though  in  some 


» Walker  v.  Sergeant,  14  Vt.  247; 
Pendar  v.  Morris,  3  Caiiies,  105;  Mc- 
Donald V.  Napier,  14  Ga.  89;  Carter  v. 
Davis,  8  Fla.  183;  Hanger  v.  Fowler, 
20  Ark.  6G7;  Sexton  v.  Pike,  13  Ark. 
193;  Andrews  v.  Morse,  12  Conn.  444; 
31  Am.  Dec.  752;  Warfield  v.  Canip- 
Uell,  38  Ala.  527;  82  Am.  Dec.  725; 
Rooney  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18  N.  Y.  368; 
Twiggs  V.  Chalmers,  56  Ga.  282;  In  re 
Pascliall,  10  Wall.  483;  Central  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Pettus,  113  U.  S.  116;  Young 
V.  Dearborn,  27  N.  H.  324;  Currier  v. 
R.  R.  Co.,  37  N.  H.  223;  Ten  Broeck 


V.  De  Witt,  10  Wend.  617;  Martin  v. 
Hawks,  15  Johns.  405;  Power  v.  Kent, 
1  Cow.  172;  Heartt  v.  Cliipman,  2 
Aiken,  162.  The  attorney's  lien  is 
governed  by  the  law  of  the  state  where 
the  judgment  was  recovered  and  the 
lien  attached,  and  not  by  that  of  the 
state  where  the  judgment  is  sought  to 
be  collected:  Citizens'  National  Bank 
V.  Culver,  54  N.  H.  327;  20  Am.  Rep. 
134.  "The  general  proposition, "  says 
Danforth,  J.,  in  In  re  Knapp,  85  N.  Y. 
284,  "that  an  attorney  has  a  lien  for 
bis  costs  and  charges  upon  deeds  or 
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states  it  is  held  that  where  his  fees  are  not  taxable  by 
law,  or  where  the  client  has  agreed  to  pay  him  a  sum  as 
compensation  beyond  the  amount  taxable  as  fees,  sucli 
suras  are  not  a  lion  on  the  judgment.'  So  the  attorney 
has  a  lion  upon  the  pajjors  of  his  client  in  his  posses- 
sion;''  as  a  note  in  his  hands  for  collection;'  or  a  bond  or 
mortgage  for  foreclosure;*  in  short,  upon  all  the  client's 
property  in  his  possession,  as  papers  and  writings  (includ- 
ing  deeds,  leases,  etc.),  money  and  securities  deposited  for 


papers,  or  upon  moneys  received  by 
him  in  his  client's  behalf  in  the  course 
of  his  employment,  is  not  doubted, 
nor  does  it  stand  upon  questionable 
foundations.  It  comes  to  us  super  nn- 
tiquaa  vias.  As  early  as  the  year  1734 
it  was  held  by  Lord  Oliancellor  Talbot 
to  arise  upon  a  contract  implied  by  law, 
and  as  eti'ectual  as  if  it  resulted  from 
an  express  agreement:  Ex  parte  Bush, 
7  Vin.  Abr.  74.  And  1779,  in  Wil-' 
kins  V.  Carmichael,  1  Doug.  101,  Lord 
Mansfield  declared  that  the  practice 
which  protected  it  'was  established  on 
general  principles  of  justice,  and  that 
courts  of  both  law  and  equity  had  car- 
ried it  so  far  tiiat  an  attorney  or  so- 
licitor may  obtain  an  order  to  stop  his 
client  from  receiving  money  in  a  suit 
in  which  he  has  been  employed  for 
him  until  his  bill  is  paid';  and  in 
Welsh  V.  Hole,  1  Doug.  238,  the  same 
judge  hold  that  'an  attorney  has  a  lien 
on  the  money  recovered  by  his  client 
for  his  bill  of  costs.  If  the  money 
came  to  his  hands  he  may  retain  the 
amount  of  Ins  bill.  He  may  stop  it  in 
traivsitu  if  he  can  lay  hold  of  it.  If  lie 
apply  to  the  court  they  will  prevent  its 
being  paid  over  till  his  demand  is  satis- 
tied.  '  Indeed,  he  was  inclined  to  go  still 
further,  and  to  hold  that  if  the  attor- 
ney gave  notice  to  the  defendant  not  to 
pay  till  his  bill  should  be  discharged,  a 
payment  by  the  defendant  after  such 
notice  would  be  in  his  own  wrong,  and 
like  paying  a  debt  which  had  been  as- 
signed after  notice.  Parke,  B.,  in  Bar- 
ker V.  St.  Quintin,  12  Mees.  &  W.  451, 
refers  to  this  decision  as  establishing 
the  attorney's  claim  to  the  equitable 
interference  of  the  court  to  have  the 
judgment  held  as  secarity  for  the  debt 


due  to  the  attorney,  or  after  notice  to 
compel  the  defendant  to  pay  its  pro- 
ceeds over  again.  In  our  own  state 
this  was  so  settled  that  Kent,  in  his 
Commentaries,  vol.  2,  p.  641,  puts  it 
down  as  an  established  principle  tliat 
the  attorney  has  two  liens  for  liis 
costs, — one  on  the  papers  in  his 
hands,  and  the  otlier  on  the  funds  re- 
covered. No  new  rule  therefore  was 
enunciated  in  Bowling  Green  Savings 
Bank  v.  Todd,  52  N.  Y.  489,  where 
it  was  said  that  the  'lien  of  the  attor- 
ney ....  attaches  to  the  money  re- 
covered or  collected  upon  the  judg- 
ment.' It  is  plain,  then,  that  the  right 
of  lien  exists.  Its  origin  should  not  bo 
lost  sight  of." 

*  Humpiirey  v.  Browning,  4G  111. 
476;  95  Am.  Dec.  446;  Forsythe  v. 
Beveridge,  52  III.  268;  4  Am.  Rep.  012; 
Frissell  v.  Halle,  8  Mo.  18;  Hill  v. 
Brinkley,  10  Ind.  102;  Ex  parte  Kyle, 
1  Cal.  331;  Mansfield  v.  Dorlaiul,  2 
Cal.  507;  Wright  v.  Cobleigh,  21  N. 
H.  339;  Wells  v.  Hatch,  43  N.  H.  2IG; 
Currier  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  37  N.  H.  2-23; 
Heartt  v.  Chipman,  2  Aiken,  102; 
Phillips  V.  Stagg,  2  Edw.  Ch.  108. 

■^  St.  John  ».'.  Diefendorf,  12  Weml 
261;  Dubois's  Appeal,  .38  Pa.  St.  231; 
80  Am.  Dec.  478.  The  Nebraska  stat- 
ute giving  an  attorney  a  lien  on  paptra 
and  money  for  his  fees  is  but  a  re- 
enactment  of  the  rule  of  the  coiiniion 
law:  Sayre  v.  Thompson,  18  Neb. 
33. 

*  Stewart  V.  Flower.?,  44  Misa.  513; 
7  Am.  Rep.  707;  Dennett  v.  Cutts,  11 
N.  H.  163;  Howard  v.  Osceola,  22 
Wis.  453. 

*  Bowling  Green  Bank  v.  Todd,  52 
N.  Y.  489. 
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should  not  be 


collection.'  The  lien  docs  not  arise  until  judgment,'  and 
until  the  lien  attaches,  the  parties  can  settle  the  suit  re- 
gardless of  the  attorney's  claim  for  costs.'  Where  the 
judgment  is  for  costs  onl}'',  the  dehtor  is  bound  to  take 
notice  of  the  lien  of  the  attorney  of  the  judgment  creditor 
thereon,  and  cannot  satisfy  the  judgment  by  payment  to 
any  one  but  the  attorney.  But  it  is  otherwise  where  the 
judgment  is  for  damages  and  costs.  If  the  attorney  claims 
compensation  beyond  the  taxed  costs,  under  an  agree- 
ment with  his  client,  express  or  implied,  his  lien  for  such 
compensation  :an  be  protected  against  a  payment  to  the 
client  only  by  uotice  to  the  judgment  debtor.^ 

The  lien  on  books  and  papers  is  a  general  lien;*  but  a 
hen  on  a  judgment  recovered  or  on  money  collected  is 
restricted  to  his  fees  and  charges  in  the  particular  case; 
he  has  no  lien  in  such  case  for  his  general  balance.* 
Though  i*^  is  essential  that  the  attorney's  claim  shall  have 
arisen  from  professional  employment,'  it  is  not  required 
that  the  funds  upon  which  it  is  sought  to  establish  a  lien 
for  compensation  and  disbursements  came  into  his  hands 
in  consequence  of  other  efforts  than  the  prosecution  of  an 
action.*  An  attorney  has  a  lien  on  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  his  client  for  all  services  which  he  has  rendered   in 


a  V.  Todd,  52 


'  Stewart  v.  Flowers,  44  Miss.  513; 
7  Am.  Rep.  707. 

»Foote  V.  Tewksbnry,  2  Vt.  97; 
Potter  V.  Mayo,  3  Me.  34;  14  A.iu. 
Dec.  211;  Simmons  v.  Almy,  103  Mass. 
33;  Hooper  v.  Welch,  43  Vt.  169;  5 
Am.  Rep.  267;  Newbert  v,  Cunning- 
ham, 50  Me.  231;  79  Am.  Dec.  612; 
Casey  v.  March,  30  Tex.  ISO.  There 
can  be  no  attorney's  lien  before  judj^- 
ment  in  an  action  of  tort  which  does 
not  survive:  Abbott  v.  Abbott,  18 
Neb.  503. 

*  Cases  supra;  Weakly  v.  Hall,  13 
Ohio,  167;  42  Am.  Dec.  194;  Heisler 
V.  Den,  17  N.  J.  L.  438;  Hawkins  v. 
Loyless,  39  Ga.  5.  Contra,  Stockton 
Sav.  Soc.  V.  Donnelly,  60  Cal.  481. 

*  Marshall  v.  Meech,  51  N.  Y.  140; 
10  Am.  Rep.  572. 

"  Overton  on  Liens,  sec.  56;  Stewart 


V.  Flowers,  44  Miss.  513;  7  Am.  Rep. 
707. 

"  Overton  on  Liens,  sec.  56.  An  at- 
torney's lien  on  a  judgment  does  not 
authorize  him  to  bring  a  suit  thereon 
in  his  client's  name  without  his  au- 
thority: Horton  i;.  Champliii,  12  R.  I. 
550;  34  Am.  Rep.  722. 

'  Warnai  v.  Jackson,  2  Jacob  &  W. 
14;  Ex  parte  Nesbett,  2  Schoale^s  &  L. 
279.  A  broker  employed  to  soil  real 
estate  has  no  lien  iv,   fees  on  the  title 

Eapers:  Arthur  .  i.ylvester,  105  Pa. 
t.  233.  But  an  agent  employed  to 
obtain  a  loan  on  commission  has  a  lien 
on  the  fund  for  his  fees:  Vinton  v. 
Baldwin.  95  Ind.  433.  See  Richards 
V.  Gaskiil,  39  Kan.  428. 

» In  re  Knapp.  85  N.  Y.  284;  Ar- 
merodt).  Tate,  1  East,  464;  In  re  H.,  87 
N.  Y.  521 ;  Ward  v.  Craig,  87  N.  Y.  550. 
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obtaining  such  jtidgincnt.'  His  lieu  for  services  is  lim- 
ited to  the  ju(l<;im'nt  recovered  in  tho  case  iii  vvliicli  Hk 
services  wore  rendered,  and  does  not  extend  to  his  client's 
property  whicdi  was  the  subject  of  liti[,'ation.*  An  attor- 
ney has  no  lien  upon  his  client's  land  for  services,  roii- 
dored  in  defending  against  an  effort  to  charge  them  willi 
the  payment  of  tho  debt  of  another;'  nor  ervices  in 

jjrosec'uting  a  suit  in  equity  to  establish  tii«  title.*  Anil 
un  attorney  who  has  recovered  land  for  his  client  has  nn 
lien  thereon  to  secure  bis  fee."  An  attorney  has  a  lien 
for  his  costs  upon  a  fund  recovered  by  bis  aid,  paramount 
to  that  of  the  persons  interested  in  tho  fund  or  these 
claiming  as  their  creditoi's.  His  lien  for  services  ren- 
dered under  a  contract  with  his  client  in  contesting  a  will 
and  partitioning  the  estate  is  prior  to  the  judgment  ol). 
tained  subsequent  to  the  contract.^  An  attorney  in  a 
partition  suit  has  a  lien  for  his  fees  only  on  his  client's 
share  of  the  fund  realized  by  a  sale  of  the  land,  not  on 
the  whole  fund.^  The  lien  of  an  attorne'  superior  to 
an   attachment   by  trustee  process.^     An  ^nment   by 

the  judgment  creditor  of  the  judgment  to  the  attorney 
merges  any  statute  lien  for  costs  which  the  attorney  may 
have  had  thereon.'-'  An  attorney's  lion  on  a  judgment 
does  not  authorize  him  to  bring  a  suit  on  the  judgment 
without  the  client's  consent."'  Where  an  action  for  breach 
of  promise  of  marriage  has  abated  by  the  marriage  of  the 
parties  thereto,  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  cannot  prose- 
cute it  under  a  statute  giving  him  a  lier  for  fees."    Posscs- 

'  Reiiick  V.  Ludington,   16  W.  Va.  '  Martin     ;.    Harrington,    57  Miss. 

378.  208.     Contra,   Fihnoro   v.    Wells,    10 

=*  McWilliams  v.  Jenkins,   72  Ala.  Col.  228. 

480.  •  Jusl;c«  «  Justiie,  115  Ind.  201. 

'  Shaw  V.  Neale,  6  H.  L.  Cas.  581;  '  Keith  v.  Fitzhugh,  15  Lea,  49. 

McWilliams  v.  Jenkins,  72  Ala.  480.  »  Weed  v.  Bou telle,  56  Vt.  570;  IS 

♦  McCoJlough  V.  Flourney,  69  Ala.  Am.  Rep.  821. 

189;  Hunger  v.  Fowler,  20  Ark.  667;  »  Dodd  v.   Brett,   1   Minn.  270;  66 

Small  iJ.  Clark,  22  Vt.  598;  Cozzens  v.  Am.  Dec.  541. 

Whitney,  3  11.   I.   79;   Humphrey  v.  >*  Horton  v.  Champlin,  12  R.  I.  550; 

Browning,   46  111.   476;  95  Am.  Dec.  34  Am.  Rep.  722. 

44();  Martin  v.    Harrington,   57  Wis.  "  Harris  v.  Tyson,  63  Ga.   029;  36 

208;  Heisky  v.  Du  Val,  47  Ark.  86.  Am.  Rep.  126. 
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sion  of  papers  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  is 
necessary  to  his  lion  thereon  for  his  fees,  and  if  he  volun- 
tarily surrenders  them,  his  lien  is  gone.'  His  lion  upon 
a  judgment  is  waived  by  his  procui'ing  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment  and  perfecting  the  client's  title  to  land  attached 
in  the  action.''  An  attorney's  lien  is  not  divested  hy  the 
fact  that  the  judgment  obtained  by  him  became  dormant, 
and  was  afterwards  revived  by  other  attorneys.^ 

Illustrations. —  A  Bolicitor  undertook  tli(3  i)rose(:utioii  of  a 
suit  in  chaneery,  witliout  a  stipuhitod  ])v'u'a',  or  time  of"  payment, 
hut,  during  the  procicsd  of  the  suit,  withdrow  in  consequence  of 
t)euig  refused  an  advanee  of  monoy  in  part  eompuiisation  for 
Borvices  rendered  in  tla;  suit.  The  suit  was  prosoeuted  to  a 
successful  termination  by  anotlier  solicitor,  and  tho  land  which 
was  the  subject-matter  in  suit  was  sold  by  tlu;  complainants 
tliercin  to  a  third  person.  Held,  that  the  first  solicitor  was  not 
entitled  to  be  decreed  the  payment  of  a  reasonable  sum  out  of 
the  purchase-money  as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  the  lien 
as  solicitor  not  having  attached:  Stewart  y.  Floivers,  Ai  Miss. 
513;  7  Am.  Rep.  707. 

§  3099.  Lien  of  Auctioneer.  —  An  auctioneer  has  a  lien 
on  the  property  on  his  hands  and  its  proceeds  for  his 
charges  and  commissions.*  The  lien  may  be  lost  by  de- 
hvery  of  the  goods  before  the  price  is  paid.' 

§3100.  Lien  of  Banker. — A  bank  has  a  general  lien 
on  all  money  and  securities  of  a  depositor  in  its  possession, 
for  the  amount  of  the  general  balance  due  from  such  cus- 
tomer.® But  there  is  no  lien  on  securities  delivered  to  it 
under  a  special  agreement;'  and  if  funds  are  deposited  in 
a  bank  for  a  special  purpose,  known  to  the  bank,  it  cannot 
refuse  to  apply  them  to  such  purpose  on  the  ground  that 
a  debt  is  di^e  to  it  by  the  depositor.*     A  banker  has  no 


1  Nichols  V.  Pool,  89  111.  491. 
''  Cowen  V.  Boone,  48  Iowa,  350. 
'  Jenkins  v.  Stephens,  60  Ga.  216. 

*  Hulse  V.  Young,  16  Johns.  1. 

*  Blum  V.  Towe,  Riley,  153. 
"Com.  Bank  v.  Hnghes,  17  Wend, 

94;  State  Bank  v.  Armstrong,  4  Dev. 


519;  Bank  of  Metrojiolis  v.  N.  E. 
Bank,  1  How.  2.34;  17  Pet.  174;  Kelly 
V.  Phelan,  5  Dill.  228. 

'  Bank  of  Metropolis  v.  N.  E.  Bank, 
1  How.  234;  17  Pet.  174. 

"  Bank  of  United  States  v.  Macal- 
ester,  9  Pa.  St.  475. 
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lien  on  securities  left  with  him  by  mistake;'  nor  upon 
property  subject  to  a  trust,  and  improperly  left  with  him 
by  the  trustee,  without  notice  of  the  trust;^  provided  the 
cestui  que  trust  has  been  guilty  of  no  misconduct  or  negll. 
gence  depriving  him  of  his  rights.'  No  lien  will  attach 
on  funds  standing  to  the  credit  of  a  depositor,  unless 
there  is  an  indebtedness  actually  existing  and  matured;* 
thus  if  a  bank  holds  a  note  of  the  depositor,  which  it 
discounted  for  him,  the  bank  will  have  no  lien  until  tlie 
note  matures.^  And  where  a  valid  lien  has  been  estab- 
lished,  the  bank  will  lose  it  by  taking  security  for  the  debt, 
payable  at  some  distant  day." 

§  3101.  Lien  of  '/^.rrier.  —  The  carrier  has,  at  common 
law,  as  security  for  compensation  for  his  labor,  and  for 
any  advances  which  he  may  have  made  for  the  benefit  ot 
the  goods  in  his  charge,  a  lien  upon  such  goods.  This 
lien,  however,  extends  only  to  char  ;es  and  advances  upon 
the  particular  goods  upon  which  it  is  claimed,  i.  e.,  a  par- 
ticular lien.^  He  cannot  obtain  a  general  lien  by  notice 
that  he  will  carry  only  on  this  condition.^  But  he  may 
by  usage."  One  who  carries  property  for  the  convenience 
and  at  the  request  of  the  bailee  thereof  has  no  lien  thereon 
for  services  as  against  the  owner."    Where  a  common  car- 


>  Lucas  V.  Dorrien,  7  Tannt.  279. 
And  see  Petrie  v.  Myers,  54  How.  Pr. 
613. 

■■"Locke  V.  Presoott,  32  Beav.  261; 
Maniiingford  v.  Toleman,  1  Call,  G70. 

*  Manningford  v.  Toleman,  1  Call, 
670;  Murray  v.  Pinkett,  12  Clark  &  F, 
764. 

*  Beckwith  v.  Union  Bank,  4  Sand. 
604;  9  N.  Y.  211;  Jordon  v.  Shoe  and 
Leather  Nat.  Bank,  12  Hun,  512;  74 
N.  Y.  467;  30  Am.  Rep.  319. 

"  Giles  V.  Perkins,  9  East,  12. 

*  Hewison  v.  Guthrie,  2  Bing.  N.  C. 
755. 

'  Rushfoth  V.  HadSeld,  6  East,  622; 
Hartshorne  v.  Johnson,  7  N.  J.  L.  108; 
Ames  V.  Palmer,  42  Me.  197;  66  Am. 
Deo.  271;  Galena  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  r, 
Rae,   18  111.  488;  6:$  Am.  Dec.  674; 


Wilson  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  56  Me.  60;  96 
Am.  Dec.  435;  Langworthy?'.  R.  R.  Co., 
2  E.  D.  Smith,  195.  This  lien  is  prior 
to  the  rights  of  the  vendor,  and  the 
carrier  may  insist  upon  retaining  pos- 
session until  those  charges  are  paid. 
An  ofl5cer  holding  process  against  the 
vendee  may  lawfully  advance  these 
charges  to  the  carrier,  on  taking  pos- 
session of  the  goods,  and  having  so 
advanced  them,  is  substituted  to  all  the 
carrier's  rights  of  possession  as  security 
therefor:  Rucker  v.  Donovan,  13  Kau. 
251 ;  19  Am.  Rep.  84. 

«  McFarland  v.  Wheeler,  26  Wend. 
467;  Wrightt;.  Snell,  5  Barn.  &  Aid.  350. 

•  Hutchinson,  on  Carriers,  sec. 
477. 

10  Gilson  V.  Gwino,  107  Maai.  126; 
9  Am.  Rep.  13. 
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rier  by  water,  after  landing  goods  at  the  wharf  in  the  city 
to  which  they  are  consigned,  voluntarily  assumes  the  de- 
livery of  them  to  the  consignee  at  his  place  of  business, 
no  lien  for  cartage  arises.'     A  common  carrier  who  inno- 
cently receives  goods  from  a  wrong-doer,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  express  or  implied,  has  no  lien  upon 
them  for  their  carriage  against  such  owner.^     A  common 
carrier  who  has  received  goods  from  a  wharfinger,  with 
whom  they  have  been  deposited  by  their  owner  without 
authority  to  forward  them,  has  no  lien  on  them  for  freight 
against  the  owner.*     A  carrier  cannot  acquire  a  lien  on 
the  property  of  the  United  States  government  for  his  ser- 
vices  in   transporting   such    property.*     Where   carriers 
have,  by  delay  in  transporting  and  delivering  goods,  in- 
jured the  consignee  to  an  amount  equal  to  their  charge 
for  freight,  their  lien  ceases,  and  the  consignee  may  main- 
tain replevin  for  the  goods  without  paying  or  tendering 
the  freight.®     The  lien  does  not  exist  on  the  goods  of  one 
for  freight  and  charges  on  the  goods  of  another,  shipped 
by  the  same  bill  of  lading  to  the  same  consignee.'     A 
common  carrier,  having  received  goods  for  transportation, 
and  given  a  bill  of  lading,  cannot  detain  them  for  a  debt 
due  to  himself  not  connected  with  the  carriage.^     A  lien 
for  freight  does  not  attach  unless  the  property  is  delivered 
at  the  specific  place  agreed  upon.*     Where  several  inde- 
pendent carriers  receive  goods  in  succession,  each  is  en- 
titled to  payment  in  advance,  or  to  a  lien  on  the  goods  for 
bis  own  charges,  and  also  for  the  back  charges  paid  by 
bim;'  but  a  carrier  receiving  goods  from  another  carrier, 


'  Richardson  v.  Rich,  104  Mass.  156; 
6  Am.  Rep.  210. 

»  Robinson  v.  Baker,  5  Cush.  137;  51 
Am.  Dec.  54;  Stevens  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  8 
Gray,  262. 

»  Clark  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  9  Gray,  231. 

*  Dufolt  V.  Gorman,  1  Minn.  301;  66 
Am.  Dec.  543. 

"Dyer  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  42  Vt.  441;  1 
Am.  Rep.  350. 


•  Hale  V.  Barrett,  26  111.  195;  79  Am. 
Dec.  367. 

'  Pharr  v.  Collins,  35  La.  Ann.  939; 
48  Am.  Rep.  251. 

^  Johnston  v.  Davis,  60  Mich. 
66. 

»  Western  T.  Co.  v.  Hoyt,  69  N.  Y. 
230;  Knight  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  R.  I. 
572;  43  Am.  Rep.  46;  Vaughan  v.  R. 
R.  Co.,  13  R.  I.  578. 
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with  knowledge  that  a  through-contract  has  been  made 
and  the  charges  paid  in  advance,  has  no  lien  thereon  for 
carrying  them  over  his  own  line.'  A  carrier  has  no  right 
to  sell  goods  to  enforce  his  lien  thereon  for  the  freight 
earned  by  him  in  their  transportation,  and  for  freight 
earned  by  preceding  carriers  of  the  goods  and  paid  by 
him.'' 

The  carrier's  lien  is  waived  by  delivering  the  posses- 
sion  of  the  goods  to  the  owner.'  But  he  may  release  his 
lien  upon  part  of  the  cargo,  retaining  the  balance  for  the 
charges  upon  the  whole.*  A  carrier  having  delivered 
part  of  a  quantity  of  goods  consigned  to  one  person,  with- 
out collecting  the  freight,  has  a  lien  therefor  upon  the 
part  undelivered,  even  as  against  the  consignor's  right  of 
stoppage  in  transit.®  So  credit  given  by  the  carrier 
beyond  the  time  of  delivery  is  a  waiver  of  the  lien."  The 
lien  for  freight  and  charges  is  lost  if  goods  are  delivered 
to  the  consignee  upon  his  note  therefor,  and  is  not  re- 
vived if  the  carrier  or  his  agent  afterwards  accidentally 
obtains  possession  of  them.'  Where  goods  were  landed 
upon  a  wharf  in  October,  and  by  usage  the  wharfage  was 
not  paid  until  Christmas,  it  was  held  that  there  could  be 
no  lien.*  A  frequent  and  general,  but  not  universal,  prac- 
tice, in  a  particular  port,  on  the  part  of  ship-owners  to 
allow  goods  brought  on  their  vessels  to  be  transported  to 
the  warehouse  of  the  consignee,  and  there  inspected  be- 
fore freight  is  paid,  is  not  such  a  custom  as  will  displace 
the  right  of  the  carrier  to  demand  freight  on  the  delivery 
of  goods  on  the  wharf.' 


» Marsh  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  3  McCrary,  236. 
"  Briggs  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  6  Allen,  246; 
83  Am.  Dec.  026. 


'Pinney  v.  Wells,  10  Conn.  104; 
Corvell  V.  Simpson,  16  Ves.  275;  Raitt 
V.   Mitchell,   4  Camp.  145;   Chandler 


»Ame3  V.  Palmer,  42  Me.  197;   66    v.   Belden,    18    Johns.    157;    9    Am. 


Am.  Dec.  271;  Reinemau  v.  R.  R.  Co., 
51  Iowa,  338. 

*  Chicago  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  N.  U.  P. 
Co.,  38  Iowa,  377. 

'  Potts r.  R.  R.  Co.,  131  Mass.  455;  41 
Am.  Rep.  247;  N.  H.  etc.  Co.  v.  Camp- 
bell, 128  Mass.  104;  35  Am.  Rep.  360. 


Dec.  193;  Lucas  v.  Pockolls,  4  Biug. 
729. 

'  Hale  V.  Barrett,  26  111.  195;  79 
Am.  Dec.  367. 

'  Crawshay  v.  Homfray,  4  Barn.  & 
Aid.  50. 

» The  Eddy,  6  Wall.  481. 
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If  a  carrier  retains  goods  by  virtue  of  a  lien  for  the 
freight,  he  is  bound  to  take  all  reasonable  measures  to 
prevent  injury  to  them  while  they  are  detained.^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  lot  of  cotton  was  sent  from  Louisiana  to 
Providence,  Rhode  Island.  By  the  mistake  of  some  intermedi- 
ate carrier  it  was  conveyed  to  Chicopee,  Massachusetts.  By  the 
owner's  direction  it  was  brought  to  Providence  by  a  railroad 
company,  which  paid  all  charges  to  Chicopee.  Held,  that  the 
latter  company  could  maintain  a  lien  for  these  charges:  Vaughan 
V.  R.  R.  Co.,  13  R.  I.  578. 

§  3102.  Lien  of  Factor.  —  A  factor  has  a  common-law 
lien  on  his  priiicixjal's  goods  in  his  possession  for  a  general 
balance  due  him.^  A  factor's  lien  is  personal,  and  cannot 
be  set  up  by  a  third  person  in  an  action  by  the  principal,' 
nor  can  it  be  assigned  or  transferred.'*  A  factor  has  an 
equitable  lien  upon  goods  which  the  owner  has  agreed  to 
consign  to  him,  if  he  has  made  advances  upon  the  credit 
of  the  consignment,  though  the  agreement  is  broken,  and 
the  goods  never  come  into  his  hands.*  Where  goods  are 
consigned  to  a  factor  for  sale,  the  owner  has  an  equitable 
lien  upon  the  proceeds,  subject  to  the  factor's  lien  for 
cluirges  and  advances.® 

§  3103.  Lien  of  Innkeeper. — An  innkeeper  has  a  lien 
on  all  property  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  guest,^ 
and  the  lien  extends  to  goods  of  which  the  guest  is  not 
the  owner,  provided  they  are  put  by  him  into  the  posses- 
sion of  the  innkeeper,  and  the  latter  does  not  know  that 


'  St.  Louis  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Flan- 
nagaii,  23  111.  App.  489. 

'  Patterson  v.  McGahe}',  8  Mart. 
48ti;  13  Am.  Dec.  298;  Holbrook  v. 
Wight,  24  Weud.  169;  35  Am.  Dec. 
607;  Martin  v.  Pope,  6  Ala.  532;  41 
Am.  Dec.  66;  Desha  v.  Pope,  6  Ala. 
690;  41  Am.  Dec.  76;  Strahornr.  Union 
Stock  Co.,  43  111.  424;  92  Am.  Deo.  142. 

"  Holly  V.  HuggeforJ,  8  Pick.  73; 
19  Am.  Dec.  303. 

*  Ames  V.  Palmer,  42  Me.  197;  66 
Am.  Dec.  271. 

^  Cotesworth  v.  Stephens,  4  Hare, 
185. 


*  Ex  parte  Alston,  L.  R.  4  Ch.  App. 
168;  Broadbeut  v.  Barlow,  3  De  Gex, 
F.  &  J.  570. 

'  Overton  on  Liens,  149;  Dunlap  v. 
Thorne,  I  Rich.  213;  Nichols  v.  HoUi- 
day,  27  Wis.  406.  He  has  a  lien  on 
the  baggage  of  his  guest,  though  an 
infant,  for  the  price  of  his  entertain- 
ment, if  furnished  in  good  faith,  with- 
out the  knowledge  that  the  infant  was 
acting  improperly,  and  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  his  guardian;  and  has  also 
a  lien  for  money  furnished  the  infant 
and  exptnded  by  him  for  necessaries: 
Watson  V.  Cross,  2  Duvall,  147. 
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they  are  not  the  property  of  the  guest.'  It  extends  to 
property  exempt  from  execution.^  Though  the  law  was 
formerly  otherwise,'  the  modern  cases  have  extended  the 
innkeeper's  lien  to  the  horses  and  carriage  of  the  guest, 
both  for  specific  charges  against  the  same,  and  for  the 
guest's  personal  entertainment,*  and  to  all  goods  and 
chattels  actually  received  by  one  as  innkeeper,  though  he 
may  not  have  been  bound  to  receive  them.*  But  the  lien 
will  not  extend  to  the  property  of  a  third  person,  though 
he  is  traveling  with  the  guest;*  nor  where  the  party  is 
not  a  traveler,  but  is  a  boarder  under  a  special  contract.' 
He  has  no  riglit  to  enforce  his  lien  by  sale  without  pro- 
cess of  law.*  The  lien  of  an  innkeeper  is  waived  by  per- 
mitting the  guest  to  remove  the  property  from  the  inn, 
or  take  it  into  his  exclusive  control.*  But  where  he  is 
induced  to  part  with  his  possession  by  fraudulent  repre- 
sentations of  the  guest, — as  that  a  draft  given  by  the 
latter  for  the  amount  of  his  bill  is  good,  and  will  be  paid, 
when  he  is  not,  in  fact,  authorized  to  draw  such  a  draft,— 


'  Cook  r.  Kane,  13  Or.  482;  57  Am. 
Rep.  28;  Threefall  v.  Borwick,  L.  R.  7 
Q.  B.  711;  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  210;  Man- 
ning V.  Holleubeck,  27  Wis.  202;  Grin- 
nell  V.  Cook,  3  Hill,  485;  38  Am.  Dec. 
663.  But  he  has  no  lien  where  he 
knows  the  ownership  is  not  in  the 
guest:  Covington  v.  Newberger,  99 
N.  C.  523;  Broadwood  v.  Granara,  10 
Ex.  417.  Where  a  guest  of  a  hotel  left 
without  paying  his  bill,  leaving  behind 
a  type-writer,  which  had  been  loaned 
to  him,  it  was  held  that  while  the  prop- 
erty was  not  the  subject  of  a  lien,  a  rea- 
sonable charge  could  be  collected  for  its 
storage:  Wyckhoff  v.  Southern  Hotel 
Co.,  24  Mo.  App.  352.  A  boarding- 
house  keeper  has  no  lien  upon  the  per- 
sonal property  of  a  married  woman  for 
her  board,  where  the  contract  was  made, 
not  with  her,  but  with  her  husband: 
Mcllvaine  v.  Hilton,  14  N.  Y.  Sup. 
Ct.  594. 

»  Swan  V.  Bournes,  47  Iowa,  501;  29 
Am.  Rep.  492. 

'  Rosa  V.  Bramsteed,  2  Rolle,  438; 


Moss  V.  Townsend,  1  Bulst.  207;  Stirt 
V.  Drungold,  3  Bulst.  289. 

*  Fox  V.  McGregor,  11  Barb.  41; 
Pollock  V.  Landis,  36  Iowa,  651; 
Mason  v.  Thompson,  9  Pick.  280;  20 
Am.  Dec.  471;  McDanielsv.  Robinson, 
26  Vt.  316;  62  Am.  Dec.  574;  Peet  v. 
McGraw,  25  Wend,  683. 

'  Berkshire  Woolen  Co.  v.  Proctor, 
7  Cush,  417;  Threefall  v.  Borwick, 
L.  R.  7  Q.  B.  711;  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  210. 

'Clayton  v.  Butterfield,  10  Rich. 
300.  Where  a  parent  stops  at  an  inn 
with  his  two  children,  the  innkeeper 
has  no  lien  on  the  baggage  of  one  for 
what  may  be  due  from  the  others:  Id. 

'  Hursh  r.  Byers,  29  Mo.  409; 
Ewart  V.  Stark,  8  Rich.  423;  Pollock 
V.  Landis,  36  Iowa,  651.  The  lien  is 
extended  by  statute  to  boarding-house 
keepers,  in  some  states:  See  Brooks  v. 
Harrison,  41  Cunn.  184;  Smith  v.  Col- 
cord,  115  Mass.  70;  Jaquith  v.  Ameri- 
can Ex.  Co.,  60  N.  H.  61. 

*  Case  V.  Fogg,  46  Mo.  44. 
'  Overton  on  Liens,  152. 
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there  is  no  waiver  of  the  lien  upon  the  baggage  of  the 

guest  for  his  charges.^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  father  and  his  two  daughters  put  up  at 
an  inn.  The  board  was  all  charged  to  the  father.  Held,  that 
the  landlord  had  no  lien  on  the  trunk  of  one  of  the  daughters, 
and  its  contents,  for  the  whole  board  due  to  him:  Clayton  v. 
Butterfield,  10  Rich.  300. 

§  3104.  Warehouseman's  Lien. — A  warehouseman  has 
a  lien  upon  the  property  in  his  hands  for  his  charges;  he 
has  a  lien  upon  what  he  has  not  delivered  for  the  storage 
charges  of  the  whole j'^  provided  the  whole  was  received 
under  one  bailment.'  In  New  York,  no  lien  exists  on 
goods  for  the  storage  thereof  in  favor  of  a  private  person 
not  in  the  business  of  storage,  and  not  a  warehouseman.* 

§  3105.  Vendor's  Lien— Realty.— Where  by  agreement 
the  purchaser  is  to  have  immediate  possession  of  the  land, 
but  the  title  is  to  remain  in  the  vendor  until  the  pur- 
chase-money is  paid,  the  latter  has  an  express  lien  on  the 
land.*  So  parties,  by  their  contract,  may  create  a  lien 
which  will  bind  the  land  for  the  payment  of  the  purchase- 
money,  although  a  lien  thus  created  is  not  a  vendor's  lien 
in  the  technical  sense  of  the  term.^  An  express  reserva- 
tion of  a  vendor's  lien  in  a  deed  amounts  to  an  equitable 
mortgage;  and  the  rights  of  the  vendor  and  vendee  de- 
pend on  their  contract,  and  not  on  implication  of  law.' 
A  specific  lien,  or  one  created  by  contract,  will  be  operative 
against  creditors,  bona  fide  purchasers,  and  all  other  per- 
sons, without  regard  to  actual  notice,  where  the  conveyance 
reserving  the  lien  has  been  properly  recorded.^     "Where 

12  Am.  Dec.  258.  The  general  debts 
of  a  party  who  conveys  laud  without 
consideration  are  not  a  lieu  upon  tha 
land:  Haya  v.  Montgomery,  118  Ind. 
91. 

«  Heim  V.  Weaver,  69  Tex.  143. 

'  Harvey  v.  Kelly,  41  Miaa.  490;  93 
Am.  Dec.  267. 

»  Lincoln  v.  Purcell,  2  Head,  143;  73 
Am.  Dec.  197. 


'  Manning  v.  HoUenbeck,  27  Wis. 
202. 

"  »  Schmidt  v.  Blood,  9  Wend.  268;  24 
Am.  Dec.  143. 

»  Steinman  v.  Wilkins,  7  Watts  &  S. 
466;  42  Am.  Dec.  254,  and  note  257- 
260. 

♦  In  re  Kelly,  18  Fed.  Rep,  528;  Alt 
i>.  Weidenberg,  6  Boaw.  176. 

*>  Lagow  V.  Badollet,  1  Blackf.  416; 
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the  venrlor  conveys,  without  more,  though  the  considera- 
tion is  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument,  and  hy  a  receipt 
indorsed  upon  it,  expressed  to  be  paid,  if  it  is  the  sini[)lu 
case  of  a  conveyance,  the  money,  or  part  of  it,  not  being 
paid,  as  between  the  vendor  and  vendee,  and  persons 
claiming  as  volunteers,  upon  the  doctrine  of  this  court, 
....  though,  perhaps,  no  actual  contract  has  taken  place, 
a  lien  shall  prevail,  in  the  one  case,  for  the  whole  consid- 
eration;  in  the  other,  for  that  part  of  the  money  which 
was  not  paid.'"  And  this  is  so,  although  the  price  was  to 
be  paid  in  specific  articles  or  in  services,  and  not  in 
money.*  But  a  lien  will  not  exist  where  no  purchase- 
money  is  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  land,  the  only  consid- 
eration being  the  vendee's  agreement  to  support  the 
vendor  during  the  latter's  life.'  Prima  facie  such  lien 
exists  without  a  special  agreement  for  that  purpose;  and 
it  devolves  upon  the  purchaser  to  show  that  the  lien  was 
not  intended  to  be  resumed.*  Equity  will  enforce  a 
vendor's  lien,  notwithstanding  an  adequate  remedy  at 
law.® 

The  doctrine  is  fully  settled  in  most  of  the  states.  In 
Pennsylvania,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Nebraska, 
Massachusetts,  Maine,  and  Kansas  (and  perhaps  Connecti- 
cut, Delaware,  Oregon,  and  New  Hampshire),  the  principle 
is  not  accepted."     In  Kansas,  the  vendor  of  real  estate 

'  Mackreth  v.  Symons,  1  Lead.  Cas.  *  Ellis  r.  Temple,  4  Cold.  315;  91 

Eq.  330;  Chilton  v.  Brandon,  2  Black,  Am.  Dec.  200. 

458;  Manly  V.  Slason,  21  Vt.  271 ;  52  Am.  *  Pratt  v.  Clark,  57  Mo.  189. 

Dec.  60;   2  Washburn  on  Real  Prop-  «  Kaufifelt  v.  Bower,  7  Serg.  &  R.  G4: 

erty,  505,  508;   Tiernan  v.   Beam,   2  10  Am.  Dec.  428;  Strauss's  Appoal,  49 

Ohio,  383;  15  Am.  Dec.  557;   Booa  v.  Pa.  St.  358;  Heister  v.  Green,  48  Pa. 

Ewing,  17  Ohio,  500;  49  Am.  Dec.  478;  St.  9G;  86  Am.  Dec.  569;  Johnson  v. 

Moore  v.  Holcomb,  3  Leigh,  597;   24  Cawthorn,  1  Dev.  &   B.  32;  27  Am. 

Am.  Dec.  683;    Kent  v.  Gerliard,  12  Dec.  250;  Wornall  v.  Battle,  3  Ir.d. 

R.  L  92;   34  Am.  Rep.  612;   Flinn  v.  Eq.  182;  White  v.  Jones,  92  N.  C.  3)58; 

Barber,  61  Ala.  107;  Findley  v.  Arm-  Wright  v.  Dame,  5  Met.  503;  Ahreiid 

strong,  23  W.  Va.  113;   Bankhead  v.  v.  Odiorne,    118   Mass.  261;   19  Am. 

Owen,  60  Ala.  457;  Brown  v.  Ferrell,  Rep.  449;  Philbrook  v.  Delano,  29  Me. 

83  Ky.  417.  410;  Simpson  v.  Mindel,  3  Kan.  185; 

*  Harvey  v.  Kelly,  41  Miss.  490;  93  Greeno  v.  Barnard,  18  Kan.  518;  Ed- 
Am.  Dec.  267;  Winters  r.  Farn,  47  minster  r.  Higgins,  6  Neb.  265;  Ansbley 
Ark.  493.  V.   Paaharo,   22    Neb.   662;    Kelly  ». 

*  Arlin  v.  Brown,  44  N.  H.  102.  Ruble,  11  Or.  75. 
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who  has  executed  only  a  bond  to  convey  has  a  lien  for 
the  unpaid  purchase-money.'  The  lien  is  abolished  by 
statute  in  Georgia,  Iowa,  Vermont,  Virginia,  and  West 
Virginia.^ 

A  vendor's  lien  can  exist  only  as  collateral  to  a  debt 
created  simultaneously  with  the  sale,  and  a  part  of  it.'  A 
stranger,  by  paying  the  debt  to  the  vendor,  does  not  be- 
come subrogated  to  the  vendor's  lien.'*  A  person  cannot 
acquire  a  lien  upon  land  purchased  by  another  by  the 
voluntary  and  unauthorized  payment  of  the  purchase- 
money  therefor.^  So  a  third  party  who  advances  money 
to  a  purchaser  to  enable  him  to  buy  lands  cannot  claim 
the  benefit  of  the  vendor's  lien.®  So  where  A,  without 
authority  from  B,  purchases  lands,  and  takes  the  title  in 
the  name  of  B,  no  vendor's  lien  exists.'  But  where  the 
vendor  stipulates  that  part  of  the  purchase-money  be  paid 
to  a  third  person,  the  latter  is  entitled  to  a  lien  therefor.* 
The  existence  of  the  technical  relation  of  vendor  and  ven- 
dee is  not  the  test  of  the  former's  right  to  a  vendor's  lien. 
It  may  accompany  the  assignment  of  a  certificate  of  pur- 
chase at  a  foreclosure.^  And  where  the  owner  of  land 
made  a  parol  gift  of  it  to  his  daughter,  and  she  sold  the 
land  to  another,  taking  his  notes  for  the  price,  and  the 
grantor  executed  the  conveyance  to  the  vendee,  the  price 
not  having  been  paid,  the  vendee  (the  daughter)  was  per- 
mitted to  enforce  her  lien  therefor.'"  To  create  a  vendor's 
lien,  there  must  be  a  debt  for  unpaid  purchase-money  in 
a  fixed  amount  due  directly  to  the  vendor.  If  the  vendee's 
obligation  consists  of  a  collateral  covenant,  or  is  for  the 


'  Stevens  v.  Chadwick,  10  Kan.  406; 
15  Am.  Rep.  S48. 

'  1  Stiuison's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  1950. 

•'  Palmer  v.  Sterling,  41  Mich. 
218. 

*  Nicol  V.  Dunn,  25  Ark.  129. 
^Truesdell    v.    Callaway,     6    Mo. 

605. 

*  Stansell  v.  Roberts,  13  Ohio,  148; 
42  Am.  Dec.  193;  Skaggs  v.  Nelson, 


25  Miss.  88;  Marquat  v.  Marquat,  7 
How.  Pr.  417. 

'  Weare  «.  Linnell,  29  Mich.  224. 

«Gault  V.  Trumbo,  17  B.  Mon.  682; 
Lee  V.  Newman,  55  Miss.  365;  Turkes 
V.  Reis,  14  Abb.  N.  C.  26;  Latham  v. 
Staples,  46  Ala.  462;  Hamilton  v.  Gil- 
bert, 2  Heisk.  680. 

»  Barrett  v.  Lewis,  106  Ind.  120. 

*•  Russell  V.  Watt,  41  Miss.  602;  93 
Am.  Dec.  270. 
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discharge  of  the  liability  of  a  third  person,  and  the  con- 
veyance is  absolute,  no  lien  is  retained/  A  vendor's  lion 
upon  land  for  the  purchase-money  does  not  extend  to  land 
received  in  exchange  by  the  vendee  for  the  land  bought.* 
A  vendor  has  no  lien  thereon  for  indebtedness  of  the 
purchaser  arising  from  other  transactions;'  nor  can  he 
enforce  his  lien  for  the  price  after  he  has  transferred  the 
demand  to  another  person.*  A  lien  upon  the  land  sold 
gives  no  lien  upon  the  profits  of  the  land.*  A  lease  for  a 
terra  of  years  is  personal  property,  and  the  vendor  of  such 
property  has  no  general  lien  upon  it  for  unpaid  purchase- 
money  after  he  has  parted  with  the  possession.*  But  it 
has  been  held  that  a  vendor's  lien  may  be  enforced  against 
a  lease  for  ninety-nine  years,  renewable  forever.'  And  a 
vendor's  lien  may  exist  upon  a  right  of  way  sold  to  a  rail- 
road company.*  Tlie  owner  of  land  who  sells  wood  stand- 
ing thereon,  with  authority  to  the  vendee  to  cut  it  within 
a  certain  time,  has  no  lien  on  the  wood  for  the  price,  in 
case  of  the  vendee's  insolvency  after  the  wood  is  cut,  and 
before  it  is  removed.' 

When  the  vendor  has  a  lien  against  the  vendee  for  un- 
paid purchase-money,  it  binds  the  estate  in  the  hands  of 
the  following  individuals,  viz.:  The  purchaser  himself  and 
his  ht'rs,  his  unsecured  or  general  creditors;  all  per- 
sons taking  under  him  or  them  as  volunteers;  and  subse- 
quent purchasers  for  valuable  consideration  who  bought 
with  notice  of  the  purchase-money  remaining  unpaid." 


>  Harvey  v.  Kelly,  41  Miss.  490;  93 
Am.  Dec.  267. 

»  Bishop  V.  Snell,  37  Ala.  90. 

»  Redfield  v.  Ferrell,  30  Ark.  465. 

♦  Scott  V.  Mann,  .%  Tex.  157. 

'  Little  V.  Brown,  2  Leigh,  353. 

"  Oade  V.  Brownlee,  15  Ind.  369;  77 
Am.  Dec.  95. 

'  Bratt  V.  Bratt,  21  Md.  578. 

^  Hempfield  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thornburg, 
1  W.  Va.  261. 

*  Douglas  V.  Shumway,  13  Gray; 
498. 

^*  Mackreth  v.  Symoua,  1  Lead.  Caa. 


Eq.  357;  Garson  v.  Green,  1  Jolins. 
Ch.  308;  Clower  v.  Rawlings,  9  Siiiedes 
&  M.  122;  47  Am.  Dec,  108;  Ellis  v. 
Temple,  4  Cold.  315;  94  Am.  Dec.  200; 
Walton  V.  Hargroves,  42  Miss.  18;  98 
Am.  Dec.  429;  Poe  v.  Paxtou,  20 
W.  Va.  607;  Walker  v.  Proswick,  2 
Yes.  Sr.  622;  Morris  v.  Chambers,  29 
Beav.  246;  Eskridge  v.  McClure,  2 
Yerg.  84;  Parker  v.  Foy,  43  Miss. 
260;  55  Am.  Rep.  484;  Lincoln  v. 
Purcell,  2  Head,  143;  73  Am.  Dec. 
196;  Graves  v.  Coutaut,  31  N.  J.  Eq. 
763. 
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A  vendor's  lien  will  not  prevail  against  a  6oMa /Repur- 
chaser or  a  mortgagee  without  notice;'  nor  against  a 
creditor  who  may  have  acquired  a  judgment  or  execution 
lien  upon  the  property  before  a  bill  has  been  filed  by  the 
vendor  to  enforce  his  lien.''  The  lien,  though  it  relates  to 
the  date  of  the  conveyance,  does  not  acquire  the  character 
or  effect  of  a  specific  lien  until  the  filing  of  a  bill  to  en- 
force it.*  Where  part  of  a  tract  of  land  subject  to  a  lien 
is  conveyed,  the  residue  is  primarily  liable  for  the  whole 
debt;  and  where  there  are  successive  conveyances,  the 
land  is  liable  in  the  inverse  order  of  the  conveyances, 
that  is,  each  grantee  must  take  the  land  with  all  its  equi- 
table burdens.*  A  vendor's  lien  goes  to  the  administrator 
or  executor,  not  to  the  heir,*  and  may  be  foreclosed  by 
him." 

A  vendor's  lien  may  ba  waived  or  surrendered  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  vendor,  as  well  as  extinguished  by 
payment.'  As  to  what  amounts  to  a  waiver  or  abandon- 
ment of  the  lien,  the  general  rule  is  that  the  abandonment 
by  the  vendor  of  his  lien  "  is  to  depend,  not  upon  the 
circumstance  of  taking  a  security,  but  upon  the  nature  of 
the  security  as  amounting  to  evidence,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  or  to  a  declaration,  or  a  plain  or  manifest  intention, 
....  of  a  purpose  not  to  rely  any  longer  upon  the  estate, 
but  upon  the  personal  credit,of  the  individual."*  The  lien 
is  not  affected  by  making  a  conveyance  of  the  property, 
and  taking  a  note  or  bond  with  personal  security  for  the 


•  Washburn  on  Real  Property,  89; 
McCardlish  v.  Keen,  13  Gratt,  621; 
Duval  V.  Bibb,  4  Har.  4;  M.  113;  4 
Am.  Dec.  506;  Blight  v.  Banks,  6 
T.  B.  Mon.  192;  17  Am.  Dec.  136; 
Fain  v.  Inman,  6  Heisk.  5;  19  Am. 
Rep.  577;  Collier  v.  Harkness,  26  Ga. 
36'-';  71  Am.  Dec.  216;  Bankhead  v. 
Owen,  60  Ala.  457.  See  Gillespie  v. 
Bradford,  7  Yerg.  168;  27  Am.  Dec. 
494. 

*  Lincoln  v.  Purcell,  2  Head,  143; 
73  Am.  Dec.  197. 
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»  Ellis  V.  Temple,  4  Cold.  315;  94 
Am.  Dec.  200. 

*  Miller  v.  Holland,  84  Va.  652. 
"Evans    v.    Enloe,    70    Wis.    345; 

Robinson  v.  Appleton,   22  111.   App. 
351. 

*  Robinson  v.  Appleton,  22  111.  App. 
351. 

'  Prazier  v.  Hendren,  80  Va.  265. 

*  Mackreth  v.  Symons,  1  Lead.  Cas. 
Eq.  334;  2  Washburn  on  Real  Property, 
607;  Woodall  v.  Kelly,  85  Ala.  368: 
7  Am.  St.  Rep.  57. 


1 
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balance  due,'  unless  it  was  intended  to  be  substituted  for 
the  purcljase- money,  or  was  in  fact  the  thing  bargained 
for;*  nor  because  the  obligation  taken  for  its  payment  in- 
cludes the  price  of  personal  property  sold  at  the  same 
time,  when  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  the  land  can  be  as- 
certained by  proof;'  nor  by  a  renewal  of  the  note  given 
for  the  purchase  price,  though  the  renewed  note  includes 
other  considerations;*  nor  by  the  acceptance  of  a  mort- 
gage for  the  purchase  price,  which  turns  out  to  be  forged;" 
nor  by  the  acceptance  of  securities  which  have  no  legal 
validity;*  nor  by  substituting  for  his  vendee's  note  that 
of  a  subvendeeJ 

But  the  lien  is  waived  by  taking  a  mortgage  on  the 
property  for  the  debt;*  or  by  taking  a  mortgage  on  other 
property;'  or  a  note  of  the  purchaser,  with  a  third  person 
as  surety  thereon;'"  or  by  the  neglect  to  enforce  the  lien 
for  a  considerable  time,  though  short  of  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute  of  limitations;"  or  by  securing 
judgment  for  the  unpaid  purchase-money."     It  is  gener- 


'  Tiernan  v.  Beam,  2  Ohio,  283;  15 
Am.  Dec.  557;  Baum  v.  Grigsby,  21 
Cal.  172;  81  Am.  Dec.  153;  Coulee  w. 
Coulee,  87  Iiul.  249;  Dowdy  v.  Blake, 
50  Ark.  205;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  88.  Con- 
tra, Blight  V.  Banks,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  192; 
17  Am.  Dec.  1.36;  Richards  v.  Learning, 
27  111.  431;  81  Am.  Dec.  238. 

"Snell's  Equity,  128;  Taylor  v. 
Hunter,  5  Humph.  569;  White  v.  Wil- 
liams, 1  Paige,  502.  As  by  taking  a 
note,  not  as  security,  but  by  way  of 
payment  for  the  land:  Jobe  v.  Ched- 
ister,  5  Lea,  346. 

^  Russell  V.  McCormick,  45  Ala.  587; 
6  Am.  Rep.  707. 

♦  Mims  V.  Lockett,  23  Ga.  237;  68 
Am.  Dec.  521. 

»  Fouch  V.  Wilson,  60  Ind.  64;  28 
Am.  Rep.  651. 

«  Gilbert  v.  Bakes.  106  Ind.  558. 

^  Cuiiimings  v.  Mocre,  61  Miss.  184. 

8  Sharp  V.  Collins,  74  Mo.  266;  Stu- 
art V.  Harrison,  52  Iowa,  511;  Neil  v, 
Speigle,  33  Ark.  63;  Richards  v.  Mc- 
Fherson,  74  Ind.  158;  Cliicago  etc.  Bi. 
B..  Co.  V.  Feck,  112  lU.  408;  Orrich  v. 


Durham,  79  Mo.  174.  Contra,  An- 
ketel  V.  Converse,  17  Ohio  St.  11;  91 
Am.  Dec.  115.  In  Missouri,  where  a 
vendor  takes  a  mortgage  or  deed  of 
trust  on  the  land  for  a  part  of  the 
unpaid  purchase-money,  the  vendor's 
lien  for  the  rest  is  waived,  unless  the 
contrary  is  stated  in  the  trust  deed  or 
mortgage:  Briscoe  v.  Callahan,  77 
Mo.  134. 

»  White  V.  Dougherty,  1  Mart.  &  Y. 
309;  17  Am.  Dec.  802. 

"  Fonda  V.  Jones,  42  Miss.  792;  2 
Am.  Rep.  669;  Dibblee  v.  Mitchell,  15 
Ind.  435;  77  Am.  Dec.  99;  Akers  v. 
Lane,  56  Iowa,  346.  Although  the 
surety  is  worthless:  Kendrick  v. 
Eggleston,  56  Iowa,  128;  41  Am.  Rep. 
90.  Although,  prima  facie,  the  ac 
ceptance  of  the  notes  of  a  third  party 
waives  the  vendor's  lien,  it  may  be 
agreed  that  it  shall  not  do  so:  Lord 
V.  Wilcox,  99  Ind.  491. 

"  Richards  v.  Learning,  27  HI.  431; 
81  Am.  Dec.  2.39. 

'^  Crans  v.  Hamilton  County  Com- 
miasioners,  87  Ind.  1G2. 
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ally  hold  that  although  taking  security  for  the  payment 
of  the  purchase  price  of  land  raises  a  presumption  that 
the  vendor  has  waived  his  lien  therefor,  yet  this  presump- 
tion may  be  rebutted  by  circumstances  showing  an  in- 
tention to  preserve  the  lien.'  The  lien  is  upon  the  whole 
and  every  part  of  land.  If- a  part  be  lost  by  paramount 
title  so  as  to  entitle  the  vendee  to  an  abatement,  the  resi- 
due of  the  land  is  liable  for  the  balance.''  Part  payment 
does  not  extinguish  a  vendor's  lien.  It  still  remains  a  se- 
curity for  the  balance  unpaid;'  nor  is  it  extinguished  by 
a  judgment  of  a  county  court  allowing  and  ordering  the 
payment  of  a  claim  against  an  estate.*  A  discharge  in 
bankruptcy  of  the  vendee  or  his  purchaser  with  notice 
will  not  discharge  the  land.*  The  vendor's  lien  descends 
to  the  heir  in  the  same  condition  as  the  ancestor  held  it." 
The  vendor's  lien  is  held  assignable  by  the  assignment 
of  the  security  in  some  states,'  while  in  others  it  is  con- 
sidered personal,  and  not  assignable.*  But  the  transfer 
of  the  notes  given  for  the  purchase  price  by  delivery  or 
by  indorsement  without  recourse  does  not  transfer  the 
lien.'    And  a  vendor's  lien  does  not  pass  by  the  assign- 


1  Willis  V.  Gay,  48  Tex.  463;  26 
Am.  Rep.  .328;  Hunt  v.  Marsh,  80  Mo. 
376. 

•i  Miins  V.  Lockett,  23  Ga.  237;  68 
Am.  Dec.  521. 

'  Hays  V.  Horine,  12  Iowa,  61;  79 
Am.  Dec.  518. 

*  Hays  I'.  Horine,  12  Iowa,  61;  79 
Am.  Dec.  518. 

^  Graves  v.  Coutant,  31 N.  J.  Eq.  763. 

8  Lavender  v.  Abbott,  30  Ark.  172. 

'  Lagow  V.  Badollet,  1  Blackf.  416; 
12  Am.  Dec.  258;  Edwards  v.  Bohan- 
nan,  2  Dana,  98;  Roper  v.  McCook,  7 
Ala.  318;  Johnston  V.  Gwathmey,  4  Litt. 
317;  14  Am.  Dec.  135;  Stevens  v. 
Chadwick,  10  Kan.  406;  15  Am.  Rep. 
348;  McClintic  v.  Wise,  25  Gratt.  448; 
18  Am.  Rep.  694;  Sloan  v.  Campbell, 
71  Mo.  387;  36  Am.  Rep.  473;  Mur- 
ray V.  Able,  19  Tex.  213;  70  Am.  Dec. 
330;  Kern  v.  Hazlerigg,  11  Ind.  443; 
71  Am.  Dec.   360;  Griffin  v.  Camack, 


36  Ala.  695;  76  Am.  Dec.  344;  Perry 
V.  Roberts,  .30  Ind.  244;  95  Am.  Dec. 
689;  Robinson  v.  Barbour,  42  Miss. 
795;  97  Am.  Dec.  501. 

"Baum  V.  Grigsby,  21  Cal.  172;  81 
Am.  Dec.  153;  VVilliams  v.  Young,  21 
Cal.  228;  Brush  v.  Kinsley,  14  Ohio, 
20;  Shall  v.  Biscoe,  18  Ark.  142;  Simp- 
son V.  Montgomery,  25  Ark.  365;  99 
Am.  Dec.  228;  Green  v.  Demoss,  10 
Humph.  374:  Wellborn  v.  Williams,  9 
Ga.  89;  Sheratz  v.  Nicodemus,  7  Yerg. 
9;  Jackman  v.  Hallock,  1  Ohio,  318; 
13  Am.  Dec.  627;  Schnebly  v.  Ragan, 
7  Gill  &  J.  120;  28  Am.  Dec.  195; 
Hecht  V.  Spears,  27  Ark.  229;  11  Am. 
Dec.  784;  Richards  v.  Learning,  27  111. 
431;  81  Am.  Dec.  239;  Massey  V.Gor- 
don, 12  Minn.  145;  90  Am.  Dec.  287; 
Bowlen  v.  Peterson,  6  Baxt.  342. 

»  Hightower  v.  Rigsby,  56  Ala.  126; 
Lang  V.  Wilkinson,  67  Ala.  259;  Bank- 
head  V.  Owen,  60  Ala.  457. 
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niont  of  a  judgment  for  tlio  piirchnsc-money.'  A  suit  lo 
enforce  a  viaulor's  lion  is  not  burred  by  a.  judgment  ob- 
tained on  the  note.' 

Illustrations.  —  PlaintifT's  land  was  Bold  by  the  flhorifT.  at 
auction,  under  an  execution,  and  l)()iinht  by  defi-ndant,  who  Md 
more  than  enough  to  eatiafy  the  exccutioii.  Ifdd,  that  phiin- 
tiH'  hiid  a  lien  on  the  land  for  the  excess  of  the  purehase-uioiicv: 
Yarhorough  v.  Wood,  42  Tex.  91;  19  Am.  Kep.  44.  T.,  the 
owner  of  land,  being  indebted  to  Cr.,  to  secure  the  debt  gave 
the  latter  the  sale  of  the  land.  Ho  sold  to  H.,  to  whom  T. 
executed  a  deed  of  conveyance,  B.  giving  his  note  to  G.  for  tlio 
purchase-money,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  vendor's  lien  for 
the  purchase-money  should  exist.  HfUl,  that  tiie  vendor's  lien 
existed  in  favor  of  G.  against  a  vendee  from  li.  of  the  liind, 
with  notice:  Perkins  v.  Gibson,  51  Miss.  61)0;  24  Am.  Ilep.  ()44. 
One  conveys  land  to  a  married  woman,  and  takes  a  deed  of  otlicir 
lai'ds  from  her  husband,  with  covenants  of  warranty,  in  jmrt 
payment,  and  the  husband's  promissory  note  for  the  bnlanco. 
Held,  a  waiver  of  his  lien  as  vendor;  Andrus  v.  Coleman,  82 
111.  26;  25  Am.  Rep.  289.  On  a  purchase  of  land  the  vendto 
gave  liis  bank  check  for  the  amount  of  a  cash  payment.  The 
check  was  not  presented  until  four  weeks  afterwards,  and  there 
were  no  funds  to  pay  it,  the  vendee  having  withdrawn  th<Mn 
two  weeks  previously.  Held,  that  the  vendor's  lien  was  not 
lost:  Madden  v.  Barnes,  45  Wis.  135;  30  Am.  Rep.  703.  Com- 
plainant conveyed  certain  real  estate  to  the  defendant  by  a  deed 
containing  an  express  reservation  of  a  vendor's  lien.  A  note 
was  given  for  the  purchase-money,  with  an  agreement  annexed 
that  it  should  be  paid  in  lumber.  Held,  that  the  vemiur's  lien 
existed:  Harvey  v.  Kelly,  41  Miss.  490;  93  Am.  Dec.  207. 

§  3106.  Vendor's  Lien  —  Personalty.  — The  vendor  of 
personal  property  has  no  implied  or  equitable  lien  on  the 
property  for  the  purchase-money.'  But  a  vendor  of  goods 
has  a  lien  upon  them  for  the  price,  so  long  as  they  remain 
in  his  possession,  and  the  purchaser  ' "  j,li  o  pay  the 
price  according  to  the  terms  of  sa  •  *     The  vendor's  lion 


'  Turner  v.  Horner,  29  Ark.  440. 

«  Walilron  v.  Zachane,  54  Tex.  503. 

»  Williama  v.  Gillispie,  30  W.  Va. 
886. 

*  Parka  v.  Hall,  2  Pick.  206;  Clark 
V.  Draper,  19  N.  H.  419;  Milliken  v. 
Warreu,  57  Me.  46;  White  v.  Welah, 


38  L.  .396;  Wanam;.     r  v.  Yerkes, 

70  1  ^t.  443;  liarr  v.  Logan,  5  Hair. 
(Del.  J  ,._•;  Car'  -sle  v.  Kinney,  Oii  H;irb. 
3U'<;  Morse  .  Slierman,  100  Mass. 
4li0;  Haskins  v.  Warren,  11")  Mass. 
514;  Ware  River  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hibbanl. 
114  Mass.  447;  Southwestern  Freight 
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depends  upon  possession,  and  is  lost  if  ho  has  parted  with 
their  actual  or  constructive  pos.sossion.'  Hut  there  nuiy 
1)0  a  constructive  delivery  of  the  goods  sold  which  will 
pass  tiie  title,  but  whicdi  will  not  destroy  the  vendor's 
lien,^  as  by  counting  out  the  goods,  marking  them,  and  set- 
ting them  aside  for  the  purchaser,^  or  delivering  them  to 
the  buyer  to  allow  him  to  examine  them.*  Where  goods 
are  sold  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery,  but  after  delivery  the 
vendee  refuses  to  juiy  for  them,  the  vendor  has  a  lien  on 
them  for  the  price,  and  may  resume  possession  of  them.' 
The  lien  is  gone  if  there  is  a  term  of  credit  expiesscd  or 
implied  in  the  dealing.*  The  taking  of  a  promissory  note 
or  bill  of  exchange  payable  at  a  future  day  for  the  price 
of  the  goods  sold  operates  as  a  bar  to  the  vendor's  right 
of  lien,  and  the  lieu  is  waived  wherever  the  parties  make 
any  agreement  inconsistent  with  its  existence,  or  from 
which  a  waiver  may  be  inferred." 


Co.  V.  Stanard,  U  iMo.  71;  100  Am. 
Doc.  2.")5;  Bradley  v.  Michael,  I  Iiid. 
Si")];  Oweimw.  Weedmaii,  82  111.  400; 
Welsh  r.  Bull,  [V2  Pa.  St.  12. 

'  Lupin  V.  Marie,  0  Wend.  77;  21  Am. 
Pec.  250;  Parks  v.  Hall,  2  Pick.  2015; 
Pickett  V.  Bullock,  52  N.  H.  354; 
Welsh  t'.  Bell,  32  Pa.  St.  12;  Bowen 
r.  Burke,  13  Pa.  St.  14(5;  Boyd  v. 
Mosely,  2  Swan,  061;  Oburnieyer  v. 
Cole,  25  Ark.  502;  (iay  v.  Hardeman, 
31  Tex.  245;  MoNail  v.  Ziegler,  08  111. 
224;  Thonipaoa  v.  Wedge,  50  Wis. 
642. 

''  Siegeraon  v.  Kahmann,  39  Mo.  206: 
Southwe.stern  Frieght  Co.  v.  Sta';drd, 
44  Mo.  71;  100  Am.  Dec.  255;  Owens 
V.  Weldman,  82  111.  400;  Arnold  v. 
Delano,  4  Ciish.  33;  60  Am.  Dec.  754; 
Thompson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  28  Md.  407; 
the  court  saying:  "So  long  as  the 
vendor  does  not  surrender  actual  pos- 
session, his  lien  remains,  although  he 
may  have  performed  acts  which 
amount  to  a  constructive  delivery, 
so  as  to  pass  the  title  or  avoid  the 
statute.  In  all  cases  of  symbolical 
delivery,  which  is  the  only  species  of 
coustruutive  delivery  sufficient  to  give 


a  final  possession  to  the  vendee,  it  is 
only  because  of  the  manifest  inten- 
ti(»ii  of  the  vendor  utterly  to  abandon 
all  claim  and  right  of  possession, 
taken  in  con.iection  with  the  tlitficulty 
or  impossibility  of  making  an  actual 
and  manual  transfer,  that  such  a  de- 
livery is  considered  as  sutllcient  to 
annul  the  lien  of  the  vendor." 

*  Southwestern  Freight  Co.  v.  Stan- 
ard, 44  Mo.  71;  100  Am.  Due.  255; 
Owens  V.  Weldman,  82  111.  409; 
Thompson  v.  Gray,  1  Wheat.  75. 

*  Hiskins  v.  Warren,  115  Mass. 
J14. 

^Palmer  v.  Hand,  13  Johns.  434;  7 
Am.  Dec.  393;  Russell  v.  Miner,  22 
Wend.  662;  Ford  v.  Sproule,  2  A.  K. 
Marsh.  528;  12  Am.  Dec.  4.^9;  Hobson 
V.  Davidson,  8  Mart.  (La.)  422;  13 
Am.  Doc.  294;  Emerson  v.  Fisk,  6  Me. 
200;  19  Am.  Dec.  206. 

6  Morris  v.  Rexford,  18  N.  Y.  555; 
Leonard  v.  Davis,  1  Black,  470;  Arnold 
V.  Delano,  4  Cush.  .33;  50  Am.  Dec. 
754;  Stoddard  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Huntley,  8 
N.  H.  441;  31  Am.  Dec.  198. 

'  Pickett  1).  Bullock,  52  N.  H.  354' 
Hewlett  u.  Flint,  7  Cal.  264. 
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A  part  payment  does  not  divest  the  seller  of  his  lien 
-o  long  as  he  retains  possession.^  But  payments  in  full 
for  a  severed  portion  of  the  goods  divests  the  vendor 
of  his  lien  in  respect  of  that  portion  actually  paid  for.^ 
If  the  vendee  becomes  insolvent  before  the  term  of  credit 
expires,  and  the  goods  still  remain  in  the  vendor's  pos- 
session, his  lien  is  restored,  and  he  may  hold  the  goods 
as  security  for  the  price.'  Taking  a  note  or  bill  of  ex- 
change for  the  purchase-money  does  not  defeat  the 
vendor's  lien  upon  the  subsequent  insolvency  of  the  pur- 
chaser before  he  has  taken  actual  possession  of  the  goods, 
provided  the  note  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  vendor 
not  negotiated,  but  ready  to  be  delivered  up  on  the  dis- 
charge of  the  lien.*  The  vendor's  lien  is  superior  to  the 
claim  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser  or  pledgee." 

§  3107.  Vendee's  Lien.  —  The  vendee  who  has  paid 
the  purchase-money  in  whole  or  in  part  before  receiv- 
ing his  conveyance  has  a  lien  upon  the  property  similar 
to  that  of  the  vendor  for  unpaid  purchase-money.'  The 
vendee  has  a  lien  for  the  purchase  price  where  the  con- 
tract of  sale  is  not  enforceable  because  of  the  statute  of 


»  Welsh  V.  Bell,  .32  Pa.  St.  12:  Buck- 
ley r.  Furmin,  17  Wend.  504;  Wil- 
liams V.  Moore,  5 N.  H.  235;  Hamburger 
V.  Rodman,  9  Daly,  93. 

*  Merchants'  etc.  Bank  v.  Phoenix 
Steel  Co.,  L.  K.  5  '. .    Div.  205. 

»  Arnold  v.  VeUa^,  4  Cush.  33;  50 
Am.  Dec.  754;  Hamburger  v.  Rodman, 
9  Daly,  93;  Millil.en  v.  Warren,  57 
Me.  46;  Bloxam  v.  Sanders,  4  Barn. 
&  C.  941 ;  the  court  saying:  "If  goods 
are  sold  upon  credit,  and  nothing  is 
agreed  upon  as  to  the  time  of  deliver- 
ing the  goods,  the  vendee  is  immedi- 
ately entitled  to  the  possession,  and 
the  right  of  possession  and  the  right 
of  property  vest  at  once  in  him;  but 
his  right  of  possession  i;\  not  absolute; 
it  is  liable  to  be  defeated  if  he  becomes 
insolvent  before  he  obtains  posses- 
sion. " 

*  Guun  V.  Bolckow,  L.  R.  10  Ch.  491 ; 


Arnold  v.  Delano,  4  Cush.  33,  41;  50 
Am.  Dec.  75 '  Thurston  v.  Blanchard. 
22  Pick.  18;  33  Am.  Dec.  700;  Milli- 
keu  V.  Warren,  57  Me.  46;  Miles  v, 
Gorton,  2  Cromp.  &  M.  504. 

"  Palmer  )•.  Hand,  13  Johns.  434;  7 
Am.  Dec.  392. 

e  Snell's  Eijuity,  133;  Bibb  v.  Pra- 
ther,  1  Bibb,  313;  Griffith  v.  Depew.  3 
A.  K.  Marsh.  177;  13  Am.  Deo.  141; 
Fuak  V.  McKeown,  4  J.  J.  Marsh. 
162;  Vaughan  v.  Myers,  2  Dana,  ll.S; 
Money  v.  Dorsey,  7  Smedea  &  M.  15; 
Davis  V.  Heard,  44  Miss.  50;  Allen  v. 
Bratton,  47  Miss.  119;  Shirley  i\  Shir- 
ley, 7  Blackf.  452;  Stewart  v.  Wood, 
63  Mo.  252;  Clark  v.  Jacobs,  56  How. 
Pr.  519;  Hilton  v.  Duncan,  1  Cold. 
313;  Conner  v.  Banks,  18  Ala.  42;  52 
Am.  Dec.  209;  Manly  v.  Slasoii,  21 
>  t.  271;  52  Am.  Dec.  60;  Taft  v.  Kes- 
sel,  16  Wis.  273. 
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frauds,*  or  is  rescinded  for  cause.'  The  vendee  is  enti- 
tled to  a  judgment  for  the  sale  of  the  land  to  make  the 
amount  due  to  him,  his  lien  being  in  the  nature  of  a 
mortgage.  And  where  the  contract  is  recorded,  the  lien 
will  be  enforced  against  the  laud  in  the  hands  of  a  sub- 
sequent purchaser.' 

1  McCampUell     v.    McCampbell,    5        '  Wickman  v.    RoLinson,    14    Wis. 
Litt.  5)2;  15  Am.  Dec.  48.  493;  80  Am.  Dec.  7S9. 

■'  Flint  t;.  Cuny,  7  La.  379;  26  Am. 
Dec.  505. 
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DESCENT  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 

§3108.  Definition  of  "descent"  and  "descendants." 

§  3109.  The  kinds  of  descent. 

§  3110.  Difference  between  English  and  American  law. 

§3111.  State  has  power  to  regulate  descent  and  distribution. 

§  3112.  Legal  status  and  title  as  affecting  course  of  descent. 

§  3113.  Who  are  heirs,  and  who  may  take  —  In  general. 

§  3114.  Survivorship  in  case  of  death  by  common  disaster. 

§3115.  Time  when  estate  vests. 

§  3116.  What  estate  or  interest  descends  to  heir. 

§  3117.  Rights  and  duties  of  heirs  in  relation  to  inherited  estate. 

§  31 18  Liabilities  of  heirs  in  regard  to  descended  estate  and  ancestor's  debts. 

§  3119.  Descents  falling  to  children  and  their  issue. 

§  3120.  Descents  falling  to  surviving  husband. 

§  3121.  Descents  falling  to  widow. 

§  3122.  Descent  of  community  property. 

§  3123.  Descents  falling  to  brothers  and  sisters. 

§  3124.  Brothers,  sisters,  and  kindred  of  the  half-blood. 

§  3125.  Ancestral  estates. 

§  3126.  Descents  falling  to  parents. 

§  3127.  Descents  falling  to  step-father  and  step-mother. 

§  3128.  Rule  as  to  the  heirs  of  parents. 

§  3129.  Descents  falling  to  grandparents. 

§  3130.  Descents  falling  to  uncles,  aunts,  nephews,  and  nieces. 

§  3131.  Descents  falling  to  cousins. 

§  3132.  Descent  from  infanta. 

§  3133.  Who  are  next  of  kin. 

§  3134.  Degrees  of  kindred — How  computed. 

§  3135.  Todthumous  children. 

§  3136.  Descents  to  and  from  adopted  children. 

§  3137.  Descents  to  and  from  illegitimate  children. 

§  31 3S.  Evidence  necessary  to  establish  heirsliip. 
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§  3108.    Definition  of  "Descent"  and  "Descendants."— 

Descent  is  the  hereditary  succession  of  property  whereby 
one  person  by  the  death  of  another,  and  by  right  of  rep- 
resentation as  his  heir  at  law,  acquires  title  to  his  land,' 
and  is  one  of  the  two  principal  means  of  acquiring  prop, 
erty;*  title  by  descent  being  directly  opposed  to  that  by 
purchase;'  an  estate  acquired  by  inheritance  being  one 
that  descends  upon  the  heir,  and  is  cast  upon  him  by  the 
single  operation  of  the  law.*  "  Succession,"  which  is  sy- 
nonymous  with  "descent,"  is  defined  as  the  coming  in  of 
another  to  take  the  property  of  one  who  dies  without  dis- 
posing of  it  by  will.* 

Strictly  defined,  the  "descendants"  of  a  person  are  his 
children  and  grandchildren,  and  their  children  to  the  re- 
motest degree;^  although  the  word  "  descendants  "  is  not 
synonymous  with  "child"  and  "children,"  as  used  in  the 
Texas  statutes;"  nor  has  the  word  "descendants"  the  same 
precise  technical  signification  as  the  words  "  heirs  of  the 
body,"  but  in  Massachusetts  it  may  be  used  as  synony- 
mous with  "  children."  ® 

Under  the  several  statutes  and  rules  of  descent,  property 
may,  in  the  several  states  of  the  United  States,  ascend  as 
well  as  descend,  so  that  the  meaning  of  the  words  "de- 


'2  Bla.  Com.,  Cooley's  ed.,  201; 
Lely's  Wharton's  Law  Lexicon  (Lond. 
1889),  tit.  Descent;  Bouvier's  Law 
Diet.,  tit.  Descent.  "Descent"  ap- 
plies to  the  heir:  Estate  of  Donahue, 
3G  Cal.  329. 

■^  Lely's  Wliarton's  Law  Lexicon 
(Lonil.  188G),  tit.  Descent. 

"  3  Washhurn  on  Real  Property,  4; 
2  Bla.  Com.  201,  241;  Co.  Lit.  18  b; 
Bac.  Abr.,  tit.  Descent;  Bnrrill's  Law 
Diet.,  tit.  Purchaser.  "Title  by  de- 
scent was  considered  the  worthier  title, 
and  where  the  will  gave  to  the  devisee 
the  same  estate  in  quantity  and  quality 
which  he  would  have  taken  as  heir  at 
law,  he  was  adjudged  to  take,  not  under 
the  will,  but  by  descent  or  operation  of 
law  ":  Donnelly  v.  Turner.  GO  Md.  81, 
84;  Gilpin  v.  HoUiiigaworth,  3  Md. 
190;  515  Am.  Dec.  737. 


*  Estate  of  Donahue,  36  Cal.  329. 

'  Deering's  Annotated  Civ.  Code  of 
Cal.,  sec.  1.383. 

"Jewell  V.  Jewell,  28  Cal.  232; 
Bryan  o.  Walton,  20  Ga.  480;  Crossley 
V.  Clare,  Amb.  397;  Legard  v.  Ha  worth, 
1  East,  120. 

'  Burgess  v.  Hargrove,  64  Tsx. 
110. 

*  Schmaunz  v.  Goss,  132  Mass.  141, 
144.  The  word  "descendant,"  as 
used  iu  New  York  Revised  Statutes, 
part  2,  chapter  6,  title  1,  article  3, 
section  52,  is  limited  to  issue  iu  any 
degree  of  the  person  referred  to,  and 
does  not  embrace  collateral  relations: 
Van  Beuren  v.  Dash,  30  N.  Y.  393, 
417.  For  a  further  discussion  of  tiie 
word  "descendants,"  see  Huston  v. 
Read,  32  N.  J.  E<i.  591,  599;  Barstow 
V.  Goodwin,  2  Bradf.  413,  416. 
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scent"  and  "descendants"  does  not  now  apply  with  the 
literal  and  exact  force  that  tliose  words  had  under  the 
canons  of  descent.  This  is  illustrated  by  a  Pennsylvania 
case,  where  it  is  held  that  the  word  "descend,"  in  a  statute, 
should  not  be  so  construed  as  to  exclude  a  lineal  ancestor, 
and  that  it  is  used  in  respect  to  next  of  kin  so  as  to  include 
them  in  the  ascending  line.* 

§  3109.     The  Kinds  of  Descent.  —  Descents  are  of  two 
kinds,  —  lineal  and  collateral;  as,  in  the  first  instance,  from 
father  or  grandfather  to  son  or  grandson;  and  in  the  sec- 
ond case,  from  brother  to  brother,  or  cousin  to  cousin. 
They  are  also  distinguished  as  mediate  and  immediate 
descents.     Much   learned  and   technical   discussion  was 
formerly  had  as  to  the  exact   meaning   of  these  latter 
terms.     The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  1832, 
in  discussing  the  terms  "  mediate  "  and  "  immediate,"  in 
this  connection,  declared  that  "descent  is  often  said  to  be 
immediate  when  the  ancestor  from  whom  the  party  de- 
rives his  blood  is  immediate  and  without  any  intervening 
hnks  or  degrees,  and  mediate  when  the  kindred  is  derived 
from  him  mediante  altera,  another  ancestor  intervening 
between  them.     Thus  a  descent  in  lineals  from  father  to 
son  is  in  this  sense  immediate,  but  a  descent  from  grand- 
father to  grandson,  the  father  being  dead,  or  from  uncle 
to  nephew,  the  brother  being  dead,  is  deemed  mediate,  the 
father  and  the  brother  being  in  these  latter  cases  the 
medium  deferens,  as  it  is  called,  of  the  descent  or  con- 
sanguinity."'' 

§  3110.    Difference  between  English  and  American  Law. 

— The  rules  of  descent  in  the  several  states  of  the  Union 
differ  radically  from  the  English  canons  of  descent,  most 
of  the  essential  features  governing  in  the  English  law 

'  McDowell  V.  Addams,  ''.5  Pa.  St.  property    from    ascending:    Harden- 

430,  434.     Although  "descent"  may  bergh  <•.  Bacon,  .33  Cal.  356,  .380. 

not  include  the  fatlier  of  the  intestate,  ^  Levy's  Lessee  v.  McCartee,  6  Pet. 

the  rules  of  descent  do  not  prevent  102,  113, 
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having  been  rejected,  and  the  American  law  being  en* 
tirely — with  some  exceptions  —  regulated  by  statutes, 
which  diflTer  in  their  provisions  in  a  greater  or  les-s  degree 
in  the  different  states  of  the  United  Stp.tes.  The  English 
rule  as  to  "shifting  descents"  differs  esstntially  from  the 
American  rule;  the  estate  descends  to  the  heirs  equally 
under  the  latter,  without  regard  to  primogeniture,  and 
the  descent,  once  cast,  is  not  defeated,  although  nearer 
heirs  are  subsequently  born.* 

§  3111.  State  has  Power  to  Regulate  Descent  and 
Distribution.  —  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  several  states 
of  the  United  States  possess  the  power  to  regulate  the 
tenure  of  real  property  within  their  respective  limits, 
and  the  rules  of  its  descent.  This  right  extends  to  the  pas- 
sage  of  laws  relating  to  the  distribution  of  personal  prop. 
erty,  and  both  rights  are  an  established  principle  of  the 


>  Bates  V.  Brown,  6  Wall.  710.  "Be- 
fore  the  Revolution  some  of  the  colo- 
nies had  passed  laws  regulating  the 
descent  of  real  property  iipon  prin- 
ciples essentially  different  from  those 
of  the  common  law.  In  most  of  them 
the  common  law  subsisted  until  after 
the  close  of  the  Revolution  and  the  re- 
turn of  peace.  It  prevailed  in  Vir- 
ginia until  the  act  of  her  legislature  of 
1785  took  effect,  and  it  was  perhaps 
the  law  upon  this  subject  in  'the 
Northwestern  Territory'  at  the  time 
of  its  cession,  in  1784,  by  Virginia  to 
the  United  States.  With  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  came  a  new  state  of 
things.  There  was  no  monarch  and  no 
privileged  class.  The  equality,  the  le- 
gal rights  of  every  citizen,  was  a  maxim 
universally  recognized  and  acted  upon 
as  fundamental.  The  spirit  from 
which  it  proceeded  has  founded  and 
shaped  our  institutions,  state  and 
national One  of  its  most  strik- 
ing manifestations  is  to  be  found  in 
the  legislation  of  the  states  upon  the 
subject  under  consideration.  Of  the 
results,  an  eminent  writer  thus  speaks: 
'In  the  United  States  the  English 
common  law  of  descents  in  its  most 
essential  features  has  been  universally 
rejected,  and  each  state  has  established 


a  law  of  descents  for  itself:  4  Kent's 
Com.  412.  Another  writer,  no  less 
eminent,  upon  this  topic,  savs:  'In  the 
law  of  descents  there  is  an  almost  tntal 
change  of  the  common  law.  It  is  radi- 
cally new  in  each  state,  bearing  no 
resemblance  to  the  common  law  in 
most  of  the  states,  and  having  great 
and  essential  differences  in  all ':  Keeva 
on  Descents,  11.  So  far  as  British  lavr 
was  taken  as  the  basis  of  this  regu* 
lation  in  the  different  states,  it  was 
the  statutes  of  Charles  II.  and  James 
II.  respecting  the  distribution  of  per- 
sonal property,  and  not  the  canons  of 
descent  of  the  common  law.  The  two 
systems  are  radically  different  in  their 
principles":  Bates  r.  Brown,  5  Wall. 
710;  citing  Dunn  v.  Evans,  7  Ohio, 
169;  Cutlar  v.  Cutlar,  2  Hawks,  324; 
C;aldwell  v.  Black,  5  Ired.  403;  Drake 
V.  Rogers,  13  Ohio  St.  21,  as  overrul- 
ing Dunn  V.  Evans,  7  Ohio,  169; 
Cox  V.  Matthews,  17  Ind.  .S67.  See 
also,  on  this  ^oint,  Bingham  on  De- 
scents, 315  et  seq.,  where  the  laws 
of  the  several  states  as  they  existe<l  at 
the  time  of  the  compilation  of  that 
treatise,  in  1870,  are  compared  with  the 
seven  canons  of  descent  enumerncd 
by  Blackstone  and  given  in  notti  to 
section  3113  herein. 
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law  which  arises  ex  necessitate,  and  is  fully  recognized  in 
the  several  state  jurisdictions,  as  well  as   by  the  United 
States.*     So  that  descent  and  distribution  in  America  is, 
with  few  exceptions,'*  controlled  by  state  statutes,'  which 
may  be  curtailed  or  enlarged  by  the  legislature  from  time 
to  time.*     Tliese  statutes  apply  to  property  not  devised, 
or  to  intestate  estates;*  and  where  the  intestate's  title  is 
free  from  controversy,  the  course  of  descents  and  the  stat- 
utes relating  thereto  are  not  to  be  construed  and  admin- 
istered upon  equitable  principles,  but  by  the  rules  of  law.* 
So  tha*^^  in  case  of  a  void  will  the  statutes,  and  not  the 
will,  govern  the  descent.^     These  statutes  are  mere  arbi- 
trary rules  by  which  the  course  which  property  shall  take 
upon  the  owner's  death  is  governed  and  regulated,  and 
are  designed  and  established  for  the  protection  of  prop- 
erty, and  to  fix  personal  rights,  and  make  the  transmis- 
sion of  property  fixed  and  certain,  and  are  based  upon  the 
law  of  consanguinity." 

Illustrations.  —  A  will  by  which  life  estates  was  given  to 
the  heirs  at  law  was  void,  and  the  estate  went  to  the  heirs.  Held, 
that  the  will  could  not  be  taken  as  a  basis  for  the  division  of 
the  estate:  Salmon  v.  Stuyvesant,  16  Wend.  321. 


§  3112.  Legal  Status  and  Title  as  Affecting  Course  of 
Descent. — The  right  of  descent  flows  from  the  legal  status 
of  the  parties,  as  in  case  of  a  surviving  husband  or  adop- 
tive father;  and  where  the  status  is  fixed,  the  law  supplies 


»  United  States  v.  Fox,  94  U.  S.  315; 
McCormick  v.  SuUivaat,  10  Wheat. 
202. 

''  Distribution  may  in  some  cases  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  common- 
law  ruleb:  (Jlark  V.  Clark,  17  Nev.  124. 

»  Pollock  V.  Speidel,  27  Ohio  St.  86; 
Gilpin  V.  Williams,  25  Ohio  St.  283. 

*  Einmert  v.  Hayes,  89  III.  11. 

'  Slaughter  v.  Garland,  40  Miss.  172. 

^  Patterson  v.  Lamson,  45  Ohio  St. 
77. 

'  Salmon  v.  Stuyvesant,  16  Wend. 
321. 


« Jones  V.  Barnett,  30  Tex.  637, 
639,  640.  The  constitutions  of  three 
states  —  New  Hampshire,  Vermont, 
and  Pennsylvania  —  declare  that  the 
estates  of  suicides  are  not  forfeited;  and 
in  nine,  such  estates  descend  as  in  cases 
of  natural  death;  viz.,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Missouri,  Tex- 
as, Colorado:  Stims.  Stat.  L.,  sec.  144. 
And  so  the  estates,  real  and  personal, 
of  suicides  descend  in  New  York, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
and  Louisiana:  Id.,  sec.  1162. 
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the  rules  of  descent.'     So  the  course  of  descent  of  real 
estate  is  to  be  controlled  by  the  legal  title.' 

§  3113.  Who  are  Heirs,  and  Who  may  Take— In  Gen- 
eral.— The  term  "heirs"  denotes  a  class  of  persons  wlio 
stand  in  such  relation  to  the  deceased  that  they  would  be 
entitled  to  the  inheritance  under  the  laws  of  descent  and 
distribution,'  the  line  of  descent  being  directly  from  the 
intestate  in  the  first  instance.*  In  Texas,  however,  the 
only  class  of  persons  who  primarily  inherit  from  a  de. 
ceased  intestate  every  species  of  property  of  which  he 
may  die  seised,  whether  the  same  be  separate  or  commu- 
nity  estate,  are  his  children.'  So  the  children  of  a  testa- 
tor  will  be  presumed  to  take  his  land,  as  heirs,  until  it  is 
shown  that  his  will  was  executed  so  as  to  pass  real  estate, 
and  that  its  contents  were  inconsistent  with  his  children's 
claim  to  the  land  as  heirs."  So  the  lineal  descendants  of 
a  devisee  dying  before  a  testator  take  through  him.^  So 
the  title  to  personal  estate  vests  in  the  heir  although  the 
right  of  possession  is  in  the  personal  representative.*  And 
upon  the  death  of  a  residuary  legatee  before  the  testator, 
the  real  and  personal  estate  given  to  him  lapses  for  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs  and  next  of  kin.'  So  in  case  of  void 
bequests,  the  heir  takes  his  distributive  share."  In  Lou- 
isiana all  the  legitimate  children  of  an  intestate  partici- 
pate to  his  succession  by  equal  shares."  And  lands  which 
are  the  equitable  separate  estate  of  the  wife  descend  to 
her  heir  at  law."  And  the  real  estate  of  a  married  woman 
descends  to  her  heirs,  subject  to  her  husband's  curtesy." 
So  illegitimate  and  adopted  children  may  be  heirs  to  the 


>  Humphries  v.  Davis,  100  Ind.  274; 
60  Am.  Kep.  788. 

'  Patterson  v.  Lamson,  45  Ohio  St.  77. 

•Warnell  v.  Finch,  15  Tex.  163; 
Brooks  V.  Evetts,  .33  Tex.  7.32. 

*  Lash  V.  Lash,  57  Iowa,  88. 

»  Eckford  v.  Knox,  67  Tex.  200,  202. 

•  Stephenson  v.  Doe,  8  Blackf.  508; 
46  Am.  Dec.  489. 

'  ^tatev.  Tiechman,  13  Mo.  App.  680; 


Moses  V.  Allen,  81  Me.  268;  Nutter  v. 
Vickery,  64  Me.  490. 

«  Jalms  V.  Nolting,  29  Cal.  507. 

»  Robinson  v.  M  elver,  63  N.  C.  645. 

"  Moore  v.  McWilliams,  3  Rich.  Eq. 
10. 

"  McCoUura  V.  Smith,  Meigs,  342;  33 
Am.  Dec.  147. 

•»  Griinball  v.  Patton,  70  Ala.  626. 

"  Kingsley  v.  Smith,  14  Wis.  360. 
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.  268;  Nutter  ». 


1,  Meigs,  342;  33 


extent  of  inheriting  from  both  father  and  mother.'  But 
the  heir  in  whom  one  half  the  estate  is  already  vested, 
the  remainder  to  become  so  upon  the  death  of  a  tenant 
by  the  curtesy,  is  not  an  heir  expectant.^  In  1859  free 
persons  of  color  residing  in  Ohio,  whose  ancestors  had 
been  slaves,  were  not  citizens  of  the  United  States,  nor  as 
to  their  relations  with  other  states  or  the  citizens  of  other 
states  wore  they  citizens  of  Ohio,  and  they  co  ild  not  ac- 
quire a  residence  in  Alabama,  and  consequently  could  not 
inherit  lands  there.'  As  to  coparceners  and  tenants  in 
common,  no  substantial  difference  exists  under  the  Missis- 
sippi statutes  of  descent  and  distribution.*  A  brief  state- 
ment of  the  general  rule  as  to  descents  may  be  thus 
formulated:  No  other  persons  can  take  by  descent  than 
such  us  are  recognized  as  legitimate  heirs  by  the  laws  of 
the  country  within  which  the  real  estate  of  the  intestate 
is  situate,  and  they  must  take  in  the  order  and  proportion 
which  those  laws  prescribe.' 


^tiaopost,  §§3136,  3137. 

'  Davidson  v.  Little,  22  Pa.  St.  245; 
60  Am.  Dec.  81. 

'Donovan  v.  Pitcher,  63  Ala.  411; 
25  Am.  Rep.  634. 

*  Root  V.  McFerrin,  37  Miss.  17;  76 
Am.  Dec.  49. 

'  Liiigen  v.  Lingen,  45  Ala.  410; 
Grimball  v.  Fatten,  70  Ala.  626.  Black- 
atoue,  iu  hia  Commentaries,  lays  down 
seven  rules  or  canons  of  descent,  which 
are  as  follows:  "  1.  Inheritances  shall 
descend  to  the  issue  of  the  iJerson  who 
last  died  actually  seised  in  infinitum; 
but  shall  never  lineally  ascend;  2.  The 
male  is^ue  shall  be  admitted  before  the 
female;  3.  Where  there  are  two  or 
more  males  in  equal  degree,  the  eldest 
only  shall  inherit,  but  the  females  all 
together;  4.  The  lineal  descendants  in 
iiijinituin  of  any  person  deceased  shall 
represent  their  ancestor;  that  is,  shall 
stand  in  the  same  place  as  the  person 
himself  would  have  done  had  he  been 
living;  5.  On  failure  of  lineal  descend- 
ants or  issue  of  the  person  last  seised, 
the  inheritance  shall  descend  to  hia 
collateral  relations  being  of  tha  blood 
SIS 


of  the  first  purchaser,  subject  to  the 
three  preceding  rules;  6.  The  collat- 
eral heir  of  the  person  last  seised  must 
be  his  next  collateral  kinsman  of  the 
whole  blood;  7.  In  collateral  inheri- 
tances the  male  stock  shall  be  preferred 
to  the  female;  that  is,  kindred  derived 
from  the  blood  of  the  male  ancestors, 
however  remote,  shall  be  admitted  be* 
fore  thoSi>  from  the  blood  of  the  fe< 
male,  however  near,  unless  where  the 
lands  have  in  fact  descended  from  a 
female":  2  Bla.  Com.,  Cooley's  ed., 
207  et  seq.  Formerly,  in  California, 
the  laws  of  Mexico  governed  in  rela* 
tion  to  descent:  McNeil  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco Congregational  Soc,  66  Cal.  105; 
Coppinger  v.  Rice,  33  Cal.  408.  Cer- 
tain decrees  of  kindred  are  in  Georgia 
determined  by  the  rules  of  the  canon 
law:  Lester,  Rowell,  and  Hill's  Code 
1882,  sec.  2484,  par.  9;  60  Ga.  199. 
The  statutes  of  the  several  states  in 
force  at  the  present  date  in  regard  to 
descents  and  distribution  should  be 
referred  to  upon  any  question  xelafe* 
ing  thereto. 
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Illustrations.  —  Tho  code  provided  thnt  "  if  n  dcvisoc  dio 
before  tiio  testator,  liis  heirs  slisill  inherit  tho  amount  so  devinrd 
to  him."  The  devisee  died  before  the  testator,  leaving  as  his 
nearest  heir  his  brotlier.  Jfeld,  that  tho  brotlier  was  entitled  to 
the  devise:  lilackmnn  v.  l(Vu/.sw»r</i,  G5  Iowa,  80.  A  tcstiitur 
made  his  will  in  1825,  leavin}^  real  estate  to  a  son,  who  died  in 
1833;  tho  testator  died  in  1840.  Held,  that  the  estate  vested 
in  tho  son's  children,  not  in  the  heirs  at  law  of  tho  testator; 
Bishop  V.  Jiiahop,  4  Hill,  138.  One  of  the  children  died  hei'oro 
the  ancestor,  leaving  heirs.  Held,  that  sueh  heirs  would 
take  the  portion  which  would  have  descended  to  such  child  if 
he  had  survived  tho  ancestor:  Dodge  v.  Heeler,  12  Kan.  525.  A 
statute  made  null  and  void  all  devises  and  bequests  to  an  at- 
testing witness  to  a  will  disposing  of  real  and  personal  property, 
and  the  property  embraced  in  the  void  bequests  distributable 
as  intestate  property.  A  devise  was  made  to  a  witness  who  was 
an  heir.  Held,  that  he  would  take  as  an  heir  his  share  in  such 
property:  Moore  v.  McWilliains,  3  Rich.  Eq.  10. 

§  3114.  Survivorship  in  Case  of  Death  by  Common 
Disaster.  —  There  is  no  presumption  as  to  survivorship 
in  the  case  of  persons  who  perish  by  a  common  disaster.' 

§  3115.  Time  when  Estate  Vests. — When  lands  are 
claimed  by  descent,  the  capacity  to  take  must  have  existed 
in  the  heir  at  the  moment  of  the  death  of  the  ancestor.' 
And  this  capacity  to  take  may  come  through  another,  as  in 
the  case  of  grandchildren  taking  their  father's  share  from 
the  grandfather.'  The  right  of  the  heir  to  the  possession 
of  real  estate  inherited  by  him  vests  immediately  on  the 
decease  of  the  intestate,^  and  the  heir  may  thereupon  at 
once  alien  the  same,*  subject,  however,  to  the  rights  of 
creditors  to  have  their  debts  satisfied  out  of  it  in  case 
there  is  not  sufficient  personal  property  therefor,®  as  the 


»  Russell  V.  Hallett,  23  Kan.  276; 
Newell  V.  Nichols,  75  N.  Y.  78;  31 
Am.  Rep.  424;  Coye  v.  Leach,  8  Met. 
371;  41  Am.  Dec.  518,  and  note  522. 
See  Lawson  on  Presumptive  Evidence, 
rule  54,  p.  240. 

*  Donovan  v.  Pitcher,  53  Ala.  411; 
25  Am.  Rep.  634. 

'  Chess's  Appeal,  87  Pa.  St.  362;  30 
Am.  Rep.  361. 

♦  Marsh  v.  Waupaca  Co.,  38  Wis. 
250;  Jones  v.  fiillstein,  28  Wis.  221; 


Hyde  V.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280;  44  Am, 
Dec.  335;  Smith  v.  Thomas,  14  Lea, 
324;  Laverty  v.  Woodward,  16  Iowa, 
1;  Fisk  V.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13;  68  Am. 
Dec.  128;  Brenham  v.  Story,  39  Cal. 
17. 

*  Laverty  v.  Woodward,  16  Iowa,  1; 
Hyde  v.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280;  44  Am. 
Dec.  335. 

'  Douglass  «.  Massie,  16  Ohio,  271; 
47  Am.  Due.  375;  Laverty  v.  Wood- 
ward, 16  Ohio,  1. 
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land  may  be  sold  on  execution  in  behalf  of  judgment 
creditors  against  the  heirs.'  For  the  above  reasons,  a 
certain  qualified  interest  is  subsequently  vested  in  the 
executors  and  administrators,  principally  for  the  collec- 
tion and  payment  of  credits  and  debts;  and  at  the  com- 
pletion of  the  trust  the  property  remaining  is  restored  to 
tlio  heirs  as  rightful  jjroprietors;'  but  the  heirs,  after 
succession  has  once  been  administered  and  closed,  have 
full  ownership  of  the  decedent's  property,  with  all  the 
incidental  rights  of  control,  disposition,  and  actions  for 
its  recovery  and  possession.*  If  the  capacity  to  take  be 
enlarged  by  subsequent  legislation,  such  laws  cannot 
operate  retrospectively  to  divest  an  estate  in  lands  which 
had  then  vested.*  And  this  rule  applies  to  the  case 
of  lands  inherited  by  reason  of  a  void  will  attempted 
to  be  validated  by  special  act  of  the  legislature.^  Al- 
though an  estate  in  fee  is,  as  we  have  shown,  presumed 
to  descend  on  the  ancestor's  death  in  pursuance  of  the 
laws  of  inheritance,  yet  this  rule  may  be  qualified  to  the 
extent  that  the  descent  may  be  shown  to  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  a  devise;'  yet  if  the  will  be  void  there  is  no 
devise,  and  the  heirs  inherit  at  once  as  if  there  had  never 
been  any  will.^  So  the  estate  vests  in  the  heirs  at  once 
under  a  will  void  because  of  the  unlawful  suspension  of 
the  power  of  alienation.^  As  to  distributive  shares,  they 
vest  in  the  person  entitled  instantly  upon  the  death  of 
the  intestate,  and  not  from  the  time  when  the  distribu- 
tion is  actually  made;'  this  right  is,  however,  subject  to 
creditors'  rights,  which  take  precedence  until  satisfied.^" 


'  Douglass  V.  Massie,  16  Ohio,  271; 
47  Am.  Dec.  375. 

'  Fisk  V.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13;  58  Am. 
Dec.  128. 

'  Fisk  V.  Norvel,  9  Tex.  13;  58  Am. 
Dec.  128.    See  poiit,  %%  3117,  3118. 

♦Donovan  v.  Pitcher,  53  Ala.  411; 
25  Am.  Rep.  634. 

*  Alter's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St.  341:  6 
Am.  Rep.  433. 


•  Baxter  v.  Bradbury,  20  Me.  260; 
37  Am.  Dec.  49. 

'  Alter's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St.  341;  6 
Am.  Rep.  433. 

»  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  W^is.  19;  6  Am. 
St.  Rep.  117. 

»  Moore  v.  Gordon,  24  Iowa,  158. 

'*  See  casea  ante. 
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Illustrations.  —  A  husband  and  wife  died;  each  had  a  will 
drawn  in  favor  of  the  other;  after  the  husband's  death  it  was 
founl  that  each  by  mistake  had  signed  the  will  of  the  other,  to 
remedy  which  t  Tor  the  legislature  passed  a  special  act  author- 
izing the  court  to  reform  the  will  in  case  the  mistake  was 
proven.  Held,  that  there  was  in  law  no  will;  that  at  the  death 
of  the  husband  his  estate  vested  in  his  heirs,  and  that  the  sub- 
sequent legislation  could  not  aff(,ct  their  right  to  have  the  estate 
vest:  Alter's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  St.  341;  5  Am.  Rep.  433.  A  tes- 
tator devised  real  estate  to  his  son,  providing  that  if  the  son 
should  die  without  legitimate  issue,  the  land  should  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  be  equally  divided  among  his  grandcliildren,  born, 
or  to  be  born.  Some  of  the  grandchildren  died  before  the  sod. 
Held,  that  such  grandchildren's  representatives  were  entitled 
to  take  their  share:  Chess's  Appeal,  87  Pa.  St.  362;  30  Am.  Rep. 
361. 

§  311C>.  What  Estate  or  Interest  Descends  to  Heir. 
— The  interest  of  a  remainderman  dying  before  the  ter- 
mination of  a  life  estate  descends  to  his  heirs,  where  the 
remainder  is  vested.*  And  the  unexhausted  residuum  of 
an  estate  goes  to  the  heir  like  undisposed  of  real  estate, 
where  lands  are  devised  upon  trust  for  a  particular  pur- 
pose, and  there  is  a  balance  left,  or  the  trust  fails.^  So 
expectant  estates  are  descendible  in  Michigan  in  the  same 
manner  as  estates  in  possession."  But  a  claim  having  no 
foundation  in  law,  and  which  depends  on  the  generosity 
of  the  government,  does  not  descend  to  the  heir.*  The 
proceeds  of  land  sold  under  a  decree  of  the  probate 
court  are  governed  by  the  same  rules  of  descent  and  suc- 
cession as  the  land  itself.^  But  where  one  having  an 
interest  in  lands  dies  intestate  after  the  sale  thereof,  his 
interest  in  the  money  realized  f^om  the  sale  is  personal 
estate,  and  goes  to  the  ;  dministrator,  and  not  to  the  heir 
at  law;^  though  it  is  held  in  Texas  that  in  that  state 
personalty  descends  to  the  heir,  and  is  not  vested  in  the 


1  BuflFord  V.  Holliman,  10  Tex.  560; 
&C  Am.  Dec.  223. 

-  Mahorner  v.  Hooe,  9  Sinedes  &  M. 
247;  48  Am.  Dec.  706. 

»  Curtis  V.  Fowler,  60  Mich.  696. 

*  Emeraon  v.  Hall,  13  Pet.  409. 


*Teague  v.  Corbitt,  57  Ala.  529; 
Nelson  v.  Murfee,  69  Ala.  598.  See 
Denham  v,  Cornell,  67  N.  Y.  556, 
5*52. 

■  Denham  v.  Cornell,  67  N.  T.  656. 
But  see  Id.  p.  562. 
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administrator.'     It  is  held  in  Pennsylvania  that  a  sale  on 
credit  of  land  works  an  equitable  conversion  thereof  into 
personalty  for  the  purposes  of  succession.     If  it  is  re- 
covered back  by  the  widow  and  heirs  of  the  owner  after  his 
decease,  under  a  clause  of  forfeiture  in  the  contract  of  sale, 
its  status  is  not  changed,  and  it  is  to  be  distributed  to  the 
heirs  of  the  deceased  owner  as  personal  property  in  the 
proportion  that  personalty  would  be  distributed  to  them.' 
So  the  interest  of  a  vendee  in  a  contract  at  a  sheriff's 
sale,  acquired  after  he  has  made  his  will,  has  been  held  to 
vest  in  the  heir.'     So  the  right  of  successorship  to  a  chose 
in  action  is  properly  governed  by  the  rules  of  descent.'' 
And  where  a  testator  gives  his  wife  a  life  estate  in  one 
third  his  property,  and  his  sons  equal  shares  of  the  bal- 
ance, without   devising    the   widow's    portion,  after    her 
decease  the  sons  take  that  portion.^     Pre-emption  rights 
may  descend  to  the  heir,*     And  estates-tail  in  Massachu- 
setts, under  the  laws  in  force  in  1854,  descended,  as  at 
common  law,  to  the  eldest  son  and  his  eldest  son.''     And 
this  was  formerly  the  law  in  New  Jersey.^     But  the  act  of 
descents  in  that  state  abolishes  fee-tails  in  every  form  in 
which  th'     might  arise.^    And  in  Maryland  estates  in  fee- 
tail  descend  as  fee-simple  estates.'"     Primarily,  the  heir 
takes  only  such  interest  as  remains  after  the  payment  of 
debts."     Nor  has  he  any  other  or  greater  right  in   the 
intestate's  property  than  ;he  intestate  himself  could  have 
maintained  in  his  lifeiiiue,^^  because  the  property  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  encumbrances  as  it  was  in  the  ancestor's 


7  N.  y.  656. 


1  Bufford  V.  Holliman,  10  Tei.  560, 
60  Am.  Dec.  223. 

»  Leiper's  Appeal,  35  Pa.  St.  420;  78 
Am.  Dec.  347. 

*  Laudrum  v.  Hatcher,  11  Rich.  54; 
70  Am.  Dec.  237. 

*  Brown  v.  Critchell,  110  Ind.  31. 
0  McCay  v.  Hugua,  6  Watts,  345. 
«  Lester  v.  White,  44  111.  464. 
'Wight    V.  Wight,    1    Gray,    284; 

Corbin  v.  Healy,  20  Pick.  514. 

*  Den  ex  dem.  Spachius  v.  Spachius, 
16  N.  J.  L.  172. 


•  Redstrake  v.  Townsend,  30  N.  J. 
L.  372. 

10  Mason  v.  Johnson,  47  Md.  347, 
356.  As  to  how  far  estates-tail  exist 
in  this  country,  see  note  to  Outland  v. 
Bowen,  115  Ind.  150;  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
420, 

"  Burns  v.  Berry,  42  Mich.  176; 
Brown  v.  Bell,  58  Mich.  58;  Boiase  t>. 
Dickson,  31  La.  Ann.  741. 

'^  Peck  V.  Brummagiin,  31  Cal.  440; 
89  Am.  Dec.  195;  Whitcomb  v.  Reid, 
31  Miss.  567;  66  Am.  Dec.  579. 
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hands.'  With  the  exceptions  above  noted,  the  heir  is 
entitled  to  all  the  interest,  lands,  and  property  his  ances- 
tor had  at  his  decease;^  subject,  however,  to  the  rights 
of  other  heirs,  if  there  are  any;  sometimes,  also,  to  tlie 
rights  of  others  who  are  devisees  or  legatees  under  a  will;'' 
and  subject  also  to  advancements  or  to  debts  owed  by  the 
heir  to  the  intestate,  in  which  last  case  the  amount  of  the 
debt  should  be  deducted  from  such  heir's  share  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  estate.*  If  other  heirs  hava  an  interest, 
the  heirs  may  take  the  land  as  tenants  in  common.^ 

Illustrations.  —  A  tract  of  land  was  acqiii'-ed  '  y  the  intes- 
tate in  Ills  lifetime  under  a  pre-emption  clausi  incorporating  a 
railroad  company.  Held,  an  interest  in  land,  which  descended 
to  the  heir  at  law:  Lcfiier  v.  White,  44  111.  464.  The  testator 
made  a  will,  but  did  rot  therein  dispose  of  his  residuary  ''St  *e, 
Held,  that  it  descended  under  the  intestate  laws:  HoJ),  v. 
Wynkonp,  97  Pa.  St.  180.  Money  was  given  by  a  will  to  be  .u- 
vested  in  real  estate;  the  bequest  failed.  Held,  that  it  went  to 
the  heirs  at  law:  Thorn  v.  Coles,  3  Edw.  Ch.  330.  Tlure  was 
a  sale  under  partition  proceedings;  the  widow  purcnaseii,  mar- 
ried again,  conveyed  the  land  through  a  third  person  to  her 
husband;  her  children  by  her  first  husband  survived  her  second 
liusband,  who  died  leaving  heirs  of  his  own.  Held,  that  the 
land  went  to  his  heirs:  Spencer  v.  McGonagle,  107  Ind.  410. 
Advancements  were  made  by  a  father  to  his  son;  the  son  died 
before  the  father,  leaving  children.  Held,  that  the  grandchil- 
dren only  took  such  estate  as  their  father  would  have  taken,  aud 
that  tlie  advancements  made  to  the  latter  should  hi  deducted: 
Hughes's  Appeal,  57  Pa.  St.  179. 

§  3117.  Rights  and  Duties  of  Heirs  in  Relation  to  In- 
herited Estate.  —  One  who  takes  propc/'ty  by  descent  does 
not  occupy  the  position  of  a  bona  fide  purchaser.  The  pos- 
session of  real  estate  by  the  heir  follows  that  of  the 
ancestor,  subject  to  the  rights  of  third  persons  in  or  to 
the  same,  or  any  property  therein."  So  hoirs  coming  into 
possession  of  real  estate  by  descent  are  bound  to  pay  taxes, 

'  Burns  v.  Berry,  42  Mich.  176.    See  *  Batton  v.  Allen,  5  N.  J.  Eq.  99;  43 

pout,  g§  3117,  3118.  Am.  Dec.  630. 

''  Wheat  V.  Owens,  15  Tex.  241;  65  *  Peters  v.  Jones,  35  Iowa,  512. 

Am.  Dec.  161.  '  Morgan  w.  Corbin,  21  Iowa,  117. 

'   See  cases  ante,  §  31 13. 


5078 


5079 


DESCENT   AND    DISTRIBUTION. 


§3118 


le  heir  is 
his  ances- 
;he  rights 
so,  to  the 
;er  a  will;'' 
ed  by  the 
unt  of  the 
m  the  dis- 

I  interest, 
on.^ 

the  intes- 
'porating  a 
descended 
he  testator 
ary  est-^te. 
Hoff.       V. 

II  to  be  Ai- 
i  it  went  to 
Tlu-re  was 
aseti,  mar- 
son  to  her 
her  Becond 
?,  that  the 
■  Ind.  410. 
e  son  died 
grandchil- 
takenj  aud 

deducted: 


ion  to  In- 

icent  does 
The  pos- 
it of  the 
i  in  or  to 
ning  into 
pay  taxes, 

T.  Eq.  99;  43 

wa,  512. 
Iowa,  117. 


and  are  entitled  to  its  possession.^  An  heir  apparent  can 
sell  or  assign  his  estate  in  expectancy,  and  the  purchaser 
takes  it  subject  to  advancements  made  by  the  ancestor, 
but  not  subject  to  the  debts  due  from  the  heir  to  the 
ancestor.^  Heirs  succeed  to  their  ancestors'  rights  of  ex- 
emption, and  where  an  exempted  estate  has  been  converted 
into  funds,  the  heir  may  claim  the  value  out  of  the  funds.' 
But  an  heir  has  no  rigiit  to  control  his  ancestor's  personal 
property  until  after  administration  closed;"*  nor  can  an 
heir  claim  lands  descended  to  him  by  adverse  possession 
against  the  debts  of  his  ancestor.*  It  is  held  in  New  York 
that  a  right  of  entry  in  land  by  descent  is  within  the 
statute  of  wills,  though  at  the  time  of  the  devise,  and  of 
the  devisor's  death,  the  land  be  in  the  adverse  possession 
of  another.^  Heirs  have  the  right  to,  and  may  by  agree- 
ment, divide  the  intestate's  property  among  themselves, 
where  there  are  no  debts  due  from  the  estate,^  and  may 
transfer  choses  in  action  of  the  estate,*  and  may  settle 
the  estate  by  voluntary  proceedings,  both  after  and  be- 
fore an  administrator  is  appointed.^  So  they  may  collect 
and  make  distribution  of  the  personal  estate  without  an. 
administrator  being  appointed.  The  law  favors  such  ar- 
rangements, and  such  an  agreement  will  be  binding  on 
all  parties.^" 

Illustrations.  —  The  payee  of  a  note  died  intestate;  no  ad- 
ministration was  taken  out  on  his  estate;  there  v/ere  no  creditors, 
and  his  distributees  transferred  the  note.  Held^  tliat  such 
transfer  vested  in  the  assignee  the  eqi.itable  title  thereto: 
Wood  v.  Weimar,  104  U.  S.  7S6. 

§  3118.  Liabilities  of  Heirs  in  Regard  to  Descended 
Estate  and  Ancestors'  Debts  —  Actions   by  and  against 


1  Piatt  V.  St.  Clair's  Heirs,  (5  Ohio, 
2'28;  Laverty  v.  Woodward,  16  Iowa, 
1,5. 

»  Steele  v.  Frierson,  85  Tenn.  430. 

'  Carter  v.  Carter,  20  Fla.  558;  51 
Am.  Rep.  618. 

*  Tappan  v.  Tapyan,  30  N.  H.  50. 


»  Wheeler  v.  Y\oA,  24  S.  C.  413. 

•  Jack.j0ii  V.  Variek,  7  Cow.  238. 

■  He  3d  V.  Reed,  56  Vt.  492;  Amis 
t>.  Caireron,  55  Ga.  449. 

8  Wood  V.  Weimar,  104  U.  S.  786. 

•  Brown  V.  Foraohe,  43  Mich.  492. 
"  Foote  V.  Foote,  61  Mich.  181. 
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Heirs.  —  The  heii  is  liable  for  his  ancestor's  debts  to  the 
extent  of  the  lands  inherited;  but  if  the  lar  i  is  in  the 
heir's  possession,  it  can  only  be  reached  by  a  direct  ac- 
tion and  judgment  against  the  heir,  and  sale  of  the  land;* 
though  at  the  common  law  the  heirs  of  a  deceased 
debtor  were  only  liable  for  the  ancestor's  bond  debts  to 
the  extent  of  the  real  assets  descended,  but  this  liability 
has  been  extended  by  statute  in  Maryland  to  simple  con- 
tract debts;''  the  reason  of  the  above  rules  being  that 
a  creditor's  interest  is  paramount  to  the  title  of  the  heirs.* 
But  the  heir  is  not  personally  liable  for  his  ancestor's 
debts  beyond  the  value  of  the  estate  descended  to  him;* 
nor  is  one  who  comes  into  possession  of  an  estate  by  de- 
scent through  his  mother  liable  for  an  unpaid  judgment 
obtained  by  the  intestate  against  the  mother.®  And  if 
lands  of  the  intestate  have  actually  passed  into  the  exclu- 
sive possession  of  the  heirs  before  the  recovery  of  a  judg- 
ment against  the  administrator,  the  lands  cannot  be  made 
to  respond  to  the  judgment.*  A  proceeding  against  the 
heir  to  subject  inherited  assets  to  the  payment  of  debts  is 
a  proceeding  in  personam.''  An  heir  may,  in  Louisiana, 
make  himself  liable  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
deceased,  where  he  accepts  a  succession  that  has  fallen 
to  him  with  the  benefit  of  inventory,  and  treats  the  prop- 
erty as  his  own,  and  offers  it  for  sale  and  sells  it.*  So  he 
may,  by  occupying  a  portion  of  the  succession  property, 
become  liable  for  the  rents  thereof  during  such  occu- 
pancy." And  a  suit  in  equity  may  be  maintained  against 
heirs,  where  there  has  been  no  administration,  to  compel 
them  to  pay  a  debt  due  from  their  ancestor  out  of  the 
assets    received   by  them   for   him.*"     But  in  an  action 


»  Wheeler  v.  Floyd,  24  S.  C.  413c 

»  Campbell'a  Case,  2  Bland,  209;  20 
Am.  Dec.  360. 

»  Briich  V.  Lantz,  2  Rawle,  392;  21 
Am.  Dec.  458. 

*  Williams  v.  Ewing,  31  Ark.  229. 

»  Kendall  v.  Moudall,  67  Md.  444, 
447. 


«  Huggins  V.  Oliver,  21  S.  C.  147. 

'  Mayes  v.  Jones,  62  Tex.  ,365. 

^  Benedict  v.  Bonnot,  39  La.  Ann. 
972. 

*  Succession  of  Bauman,  30  La.  Ann. 
1138. 

'•  Adams  v.  Holcombe,  1  Harp.  Eq. 
202;  14  Am.  Dec.  719. 
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Bauman,  30  La.  Ann. 


against  an  heir  on  his  ancestor's  covenant,  plaintiff  must 
not  only  show  that  the  defendant  had  assets  by  descent, 
but  that  administration  is  closed.' 

Where  there  is  no  administrator  and  no  indebtedness, 
the  heir  may  recover  a  debt  due  the  estate,  or  property 
aid  assets  of  the  estate;^  but  heirs  cannot  successfully 
maintain  a  suit  on  a  note  of  the  intestate  until  after  the 
period  for  granting  administration  on  the  estate  has  ex- 
pired.' So  a  pretermitted  heir  may  maintain  ejectment 
for  a  share  of  the  land  possessed  by  his  father  at  his  de- 
cease.* But  on  a  contract  personal  to  one  deceased,  and 
not  running  with  his  land,  it  is  held  in  Missouri  that  the 
heirs  cannot  sue.*  The  purchase  of  a  claim  for  uuas- 
signed  dower  is  no  defense  in  an  action  of  ejectment 
brought  by  the  heirs.^ 

Illustrations.  —  Assets  of  an  estate  were  deposited  with  the 
state  treasurer  in  default  of  known  heirs.  Held,  that  the  heirs 
might  maintain  an  action  therefor:  State  v.  Wygall,  51  Tex. 
621.  The  payee  of  a  note  died  intestate.  No  administrator 
was  appointed,  and  the  statutory  period  for  taking  out  letters 
expired.  Held,  that  the  heirs  could  maintain  an  action  in 
equity  on  the  note:  Phinny  v.  Warren,  52  Iowa,  332. 

§  3119.    Descents  Falling  to  C  lildren  and  their  Issue. 

— Real  estate  descends  under  thf  several  state  statutes  to 
the  legitimate  issue  of  the  inlooUite  who  survive  him,  and 
is  transmitted  through  such  issue  to  the  descendants  of 
them, —  that  is,  to  the  legitimate  children  and  grand- 
children to  the  remotest  degree, — and  if  a  child  die  before 
the  ancestor,  leaving  issue,  such  issue  may  inherit  through 
him  from  the  ancestor.'     This  rule  also  applies   to   the 

1  McAllister  v.  Williams,  23  Mo. 
App.  286. 

'Salter  v.  Salter,  98  Ind.  522; 
Holztnan  v.  Hibben,  100  Ind,  338; 
Williams  v.  Riley,  88  Ind.  290.  And 
Bee  Humphries  v.  Davies,  100  Ind. 
369,  50  Am.  Rep.  788,  as  to  the  neces- 
sary averments  in  such  case. 

'  Baird  v.  Brooks,  65  Iowa,  40. 

♦  McCrackea  v.  McCracken,  67  Mo. 
641. 


*  Huling  V.  Chester,  19  Mo.  App. 
607. 

*  Turnipseed  v.  Fitzpatrick,  75  Ala, 
297. 

'  See  statutes  of  the  several  stated, 
and  note  statutes  of  Indiana  as  to 
grandchildren  and  great-grandchil- 
dren; and  see  Statutes  of  New  Jersey 
as  to  eldest  grandson,  etc.:  Towles  r. 
Roundtree,  10  Fla.  299. 
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distribution  of  personalty,  with  certain  exceptions  rela- 
tive to  the  widow  or  surviving  husband's  share.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  died  seised  and  possessed  of  real  and 
personal  estate,  leaving  surviving  him  grandchildren  both  by  a 
son  and  daughter,  who  had  deceased  before  the  intestate.  Held, 
that  the  grandchildren  took  the  estate:  Crump  v.  Faucettf  70 
N.  C.  345. 


§  3120.  Descents  Falling  to  Surviving  Husband.  — 
Under  the  statute  in  Illinois  in  force  in  1866,  if  a  married 
woman  •  ;s  intestate,  seised  of  land,  and  without  children, 
or  the  issue  or  descendants  of  them,  but  leaves  surviving 
her  husband  and  her  mother,  and  leaves  no  father,  or 
brothers,  or  sisters,  or  descendants  of  them,  the  estate 
vests  in  fee  by  descent  in  the  husband  and  mother  of  tlie 
intestate  as  heirs,  who  hold  in  equal  parts  as  tenants  in 
common.^  So  the  husband  may  take,  in  Georgia  and 
Tennessee,  as  heir  at  law  of  his  wife.^  So  in  Iowa,  upon 
the  death  of  the  wife  without  issue,*  and  in  the  first- 
named  state,  where  property  is  deeded  by  a  husband  to 
his  wife,  whereby  a  separate  estate  is  vested  in  her,  he 
becomes  her  heir  at  law,  unless  she  died  after  the  law  of 
inheritance  was  changed.^  And  the  husband  of  an  heir 
may  have  an  interest  in  the  real  estate  descended  to  her  as 
tenant  by  curtesy,  which  may  be  attached  and  levied  on 
by  execution  immediately  on  the  death  of  the  ancestor.* 
And  in  Alabama,  on  the  death  of  the  wife  intestate,  the 
husbaiiid  takes  one  half  the  personal  property  absolutely.'' 


'  See  statutes  of  all  the  states,  anil 
note  the  Maryland  statute;  but  chii- 
dreu  and  their  descendants  may,  in  tine 
absence  of  husband  or  wife  living,  taie 
in  Delaware,  Maryland,  New  York, 
North  Carolina,  and  Tennessee.  A 
distinction  is  also  made  both  as  to  real 
and  personal  estate  in  regard  tti  the 
per  dtirpt.-i  ami  per  capita  rule. 

«  Marvin  v.  Collins,  98  111.  510. 

'  Carswell  v.  Schley,  56  Ga. 
101;  Allen  v.  Westbrook,  16  Lea, 
251. 

*  Doddj  V.  Dodds,  23  Iowa,  306. 


'  Code,  sec.  2484;  Bailey  v.  Simp- 
son, 57  Ga.  52.3. 

«  Hyde  V.  Barney,  17  Vt.  280;  44 
A. in.  Dec.  335.  As  to  estate  by  curtesy, 
see  specially  the  statutes  of  Alabama, 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Ken- 
tucky, Maine,  Maryland,  Massadiu- 
.setts,  Micliigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri, 
Nebraska,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jer- 
sey, New  Mexico,  New  York,  North 
Carolina,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Pennsylvania, 
Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia,  Wisconsin. 

'  Brown  v.  Grimes,  60  Ala.  647. 
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So  in  Connecticut,  the  husband  is,  in  certain  cases,  entitled 
to  one  half  the  estate  left  by  his  wife  at  her  decease.^  But 
in  Nebraska  the  husband  does  not  inherit  his  wife's  per- 
sonal estate,  and  is  not  "next  of  kin"  within  the  meaning 
of  those  words  as  used  in  the  statute.'^  Nor  does  the  hus- 
band inherit  his  wife's  share  of  her  father's  estate,  where 
the  wife  dies  without  issue  before  her  father,  although 
the  wife  would  have  inherited  such  estate  had  she  survived 
her  father.' 

§  3121.  Descents  Falling  to  Widow.— In  California, 
if  the  husband  leaves  no  issue,  the  estate  goes  to  the 
widow  and  Ithe .father  equally.''  It  is  held  that  the  wife  is 
her  husband's  heir:^  although  she  intermarries  before 
the  property  is  reduced  to  possession  by  her;'  that  she 
may  inherit  personal  estate  from  hira;^  that  property  ex- 
empt from  execution  descends  to  her;*  that  she  may  in- 
herit as  heir  or  take  by  descent  where  her  husband  dies 
intestate,  leaving  no  issue;'  and  in  Florida,  where  the 
husband  dies  intestate,  and  there  are  no  children,  the 
widow  is,  under  the  act  of  1872  of  that  state,  the  sole 
heir  at  law.'"  Where  a  husband  dies  without  issue  liv- 
ing by  a  second  wife,  who  survives  him,  but  with  living 
children  by  a  former  wife,  the  land  which  descends  to 
such  second  wife  descends  at  her  death  to  his  children 
by  the  first  marriage."     It  is,  however,  decided  in  Lou- 


'  See  Connecticut  statute.  See  also 
statutes  of  California,  Colorado,  Da- 
kota, Florida,  Idaho,  Indiana,  Mon- 
tana, Nevada,  Utah,  Washington, 
Wyoming. 

■'  Warren  v.  Englehart,  13  Neb.  283. 

s  (iraham  v.  Babcock,  109  Ind.  205. 
See,  as  to  husband's  share,  the  statutes 
of  California,  Colorado,  Connecticut, 
Dakota,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Ne- 
vada, New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Texas, 
Utah,  Vermont,  Washington,  West 
Viryiuia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming. 


*  Jewell  V.  Jewell,  28  Cal.  232.  See 
Descent  of  Community  Property, 
§  3122. 

*  .Judge  of  Probate  v.  Robbing,  5  N. 
H.  246;  Ralston  v.  Thornton,  36  Ga. 
546. 

«  Ralston  v.  Thornton,  36  Ga.  546. 

'  Demoss  v.  Demoss,  7  Cold.  256. 

8  Mason  v.  O'Brien,  42  Miss.  420, 

» Dodds  V.  Dodds,  23  Iowa,  306; 
Fletcher  v.  Wormiugton,  24  Kan.  259, 
2(54.  See  Barry  v.  Barry,  15  Kan. 
687. 

»•  Crolly  V.  Clark,  20  Fla.  849. 

"  Thorp  V.  Hanes,  107  Ind.  324. 
See  Armstrong  v.  Cavitt,  78  Ind.  476. 
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isiana  that  a  widow  is  not  an  heir  of  hor  husband;*  and 
in  Michigan  that  she  is  neither  his  heir  nor  legal  rep. 
resentative.'  Tlie  statutes  vary  in  the  different  states  in 
regard  to  the  share  which  the  wife  takes  in  her  deceased 
husband's  estate.  In  some  states  she  has  only  her  dower 
interest;  in  others,  if  there  is  no  issue  living,  slie  takes  all 
the  real  estate  in  fee,  subject  only  to  creditors'  rights 
therein;'  while  in  other  states  she  takes  in  such  case  only 
one  half  of  the  real  estate.'*  In  some  states  if  there  is 
issue  living,  the  rule  limits  the  widow  to  one  third  the 
surplus  remaining  after  the  settlement  of  the  estate;'  such 
third  being  limited  to  a  life  estate  in  two  of  the  states.' 
In  many  of  the  states  she  takes  in  such  case  one  half  the 
estate  absolutely.^  Tliese  statutes  are,  however,  constantly 
changing,  and  growing  much  more  liberal  in  the  allotment 
to  the  widow,  as  legislatures  are  showing  an  ever  increas- 
ing  tendency  to  favor  women's  rights  in  property.  This  is 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  the  statutes  of  several  states  place 
the  widow  and  surviving  husband  on  an  equal  footing  in 
relation  to  their  share  in  the  property  of  the  one  dying 
intestate.* 


^  Dirmeyer  v.  O'Heru,  39  La.  Ann. 
9(51. 

»  Barnett  v.  Powers.  40  Mich.   317. 

*  See  statutes  of  Colorado,  Florida, 
Georgia,  Kansas,  Mississippi,  Ohio, 
Oregon,  Wisconsin. 

*  fcsee  statutes  of  Arkansas,  Califor- 
nia, Connecticut,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Illi- 
nois, Iowa,  Massachusetts,  Missouri, 
Montana,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Texas, 
Utah,  Vermont,  Washington. 

*  See  statutes  of  California,  Connect- 
icut, Dakota,  Florida,  Idaho,  Mon- 
tana, Nevada,  New  Hampshire,  South 
Carolina,  Utah,  Washingtoa.  Same 
rule  as  to  personal  property:  See 
statutes  Arkansas,  California,  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  Florida,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Kentucky,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massa- 
chusetts, Michigan,  New  Hampshire, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  North  Caro- 
lina, Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  la- 
lai\d,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 


*  See  statutes  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Texas. 

'  See  statutes  of  California,  Colo- 
rado, Dakota,  Florida,  Idaho,  Indiana, 
Montana,  Nevada,  Utah,  Washington, 
Wyoming.  Same  rule  as  to  personalty: 
See  statutes  of  Alabama,  Florida, 
Indiana,  Michigan,  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington. As  to  husband  s  right  to 
take  all  wife's  separate  personalty  in 
all  cases,  see  statutes  of  Connecticut, 
Delaware,  Kentucky,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  North  Carolina,  Oregon,  Rhode 
Island,  Virginia. 

*  See  particularly  the  statutes  of 
California,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Kansas,  Maine,  Michigan,  Mon- 
tana, New  York,  South  Carolina, 
Texas,  Utah,  Washington,  Wyoming; 
and  examine  also  statutes  of  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  Florida,  Nevada,  West 
Virginia, 
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Illustrations.  —  A  husband  and  wife  jv.ined  in  a  convey- 
ance to  M.  of  real  estate,  in  trust,  to  immediately  convey  the 
game  to  the  wife  in  lieu  of  all  her  interest  in  lands  still  remain- 
ing in  fee  in  the  husband,  or  afterwards  acquired  by  him,  "  as 
her  jointure  in  her  said  husband's  lands  forever."  M.  at  once 
conveyed  by  a  proper  deed  the  real  estate  to  the  wife  which  had 
been  conveyed  in  trust  to  him.  Subsequently  the  husband 
died,  seised  of  other  real  estate,  and  leaving  no  children  or 
father  or  mother,  although  he  left  surviving  him  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  half-blood.  The  statute  provided  that  "if  a  hus- 
band or  wife  die  intestate,  leaving  no  child,  and  no  father  or 
mother,  the  whole  of  his  or  her  property,  real  and  personal, 
shall  go  to  the  survivor."  Held,  that  the  deeds  operated  as  a 
jointure,  and  affected  the  wife's  riglits  as  widow  only,  and  that, 
as  against  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half-blood,  the  whole 
estate  of  which  her  husband  died  seised  descended  to  her  as 
heir:  Glass  v.  Davis,  118  Ind.  593.  A  devisee  died  before  the 
testator  leaving  a  widow  and  a  brother.  The  statute  provided 
that  "if  a  devisee  die  before  the  testator,  his  heirs  shall  in- 
lierit,"  etc.  Held,  that  the  widow  was  not  an  "  heir  "  of  the  de- 
visee, and  that  the  brother  inherited:  Blackmail  v.  Wadsivorth, 
65  Iowa,  80. 


mnsylvania  and 


§  3122.  Descent  of  Community  Property.  —  In  regard 
to  community  property,  it  is  held  in  California  that,  on 
the  death  of  the  husband,  one  half  of  all  such  property 
vests  in  the  surviving  wife;*  and  if  the  wife  die,  one  half 
goes  to  the  surviving  husband,  in  a  few  states;^  while,  in 
some  states,  all  such  property  goes  at  once  to  the  husband 
on  his  wife's  decease.'  In  Texas,  if  an  intestate  leave 
children,  the  wife  cannot  inherit  his  interest  in  the  com- 
munity estate.'* 


'  Hart  V.  Robinson,  21  Cal.  346.  See 
Jewell  y.  Jewell,  28  Cal.  232;  see  also 
statutes  of  California,  Idaho,  and 
Montana.  One  half  goes  to  the  sur- 
viviug  husband  or  wife  after  commu- 
nity debts  are  satisfied;  and  if  there 
is  no  legitimate  issue,  then  all:  See 
statutes  of  Arizona,  Texas,  and  Wash- 
ington. 

"  See  statutes  of  Arizona,  Texas,  and 
Washington. 

'  See  statutes  of  California,  Idaho, 
Montana,  and  Nevada.  As  to  descent 
of  community  property  on  wife's  death, 


see  Payne  v.  Payne,  18  Cal.  291;  Moore 
V.  Jones,  63  Cal.  12. 

♦  Eckford  v.  Knox,  67  Tex.  200,  202. 
See  Boone  v.  Hulsey,  71  Tex.  176.  Aa 
to  descent  of  community  property,  and 
the  exceptions  governing  the  rule.,  see 
statutes  of  Arizona,  California,  Idaho, 
Louisiana,  Montana,  Nevada,  New 
Mexico,  Texas,  and  Washington.  As 
to  how  far  the  rules  governing  the  de- 
scent of  community  property  are  af- 
fected by  homestead  rights,  see  that 
title  in  the  statutes  of  the  several 
states. 
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§  3123.  Descents  Falling  to  Brothers  and  Sisters.  — In 
Alabama,  on  the  death  of  one  of  several  children  without 
issue,  the  title  to  his  share  of  land  inherited  from  his 
father  goes  to  his  surviving  brothers  and  sisters.^  In 
many  states,  if  there  is  no  issue  living,  the  estate  descends 
to  the  brothers  and  sisters,  and  their  descendants  'pcr 
stirpes}  In  New  Hampshire,  if  tliere  are  none  nearer  of 
kin  living,  the  children  of  deceased  brothers  and  sisters 
take  per  capita}  So  in  Maryland,  the  representatives  of 
a  deceased  sister  will  take  her  share  of  an  estate;**  and 
under  the  Massachusetts  statute  of  187G,  an  estate  will  go 
to  the  children  of  deceased  brothers  and  sisters  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  children  of  deceased  nephews  or  nieces;^  and 
in  Arkansas,  where  the  owner  of  real  estate,  which  he  has 
received  from  a  paternal  uncle,  dies  intestate,  leaving  a 
mother,  brothers,  and  a  paternal  aunt,  the  estate  goes  to 
his  brothers.^ 

Illustrations. — A  person  died  intestate  without  issue,  wife, 
father,  or  mother,  but  there  were  living  heirs  of  a  deceased 
sister  cut  off  by  his  father's  will.  Held,  that  such  heirs  of  the 
sister  inherited  the  estate:  Lash  v.  Lash,  57  Iowa,  88. 

§  3124.  Brothers,  Sisters,  and  Kindred  of  the  Half- 
blood.  —  "Brothers  and  sisters"  in  Ohio  include  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  half-blood.^     It  was  held  in  New  Hainp- 


*  Cockrell  v.  Coleman,  55  Ala.  583. 

*  See  statutes  of  Alabama,  Connect- 
icut, Delaware,  Maryland,  Mississippi, 
New  Jersey,  Ohio,  and  Tennessee. 

»  Nicliols  V.  Shepard,  63  N.  H.  391. 

*  Kendall  v.  Mondell,  67  Md.  444. 
"  Conant  v.  Kent,  130  Mass.  178. 

*  Oliver  v.  Vance,  .34  Ark.  564.  Aa 
to  brothers  and  sisters,  and  their  rep- 
resentatives taking  with  surviving 
parents  or  parent,  see  statutes  of  Illi- 
nois, South  Carolina,  Missouri,  and 
Wyoming.  As  to  one  half  going  to 
brothers,  sisters,  and  descendants,  see 
statutes  of  Indiana,  Louisiana,  and 
Texas.  As  to  mother,  brothers,  and 
sisters  taking  equally,  see  statutes  of 
Arizona,     Dakota,     Florida,     Idaho, 


Maine,  Montana,  Nebraska,  Nevada, 
New  Hampshire,  Oregon,  Rlioiie 
If.land,  Texas,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
and  West  Virginia.  As  to  brotiars' 
and  sisters'  and  their  representatives' 
share  of  real  estate,  in  case  of  death 
of  father  and  mother,  see  especially 
statutes  of  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Cali- 
fornia, Colorado,  Dakota,  Georgia, 
Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Ken- 
tucky, Louisiana,  Massachusetts,  Min- 
nesota, Missouri,  Nebraska,  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Tennes- 
see, Utah,  Vermont,  Washington,  and 
Wisconsin. 

'  Cliver  v.  Saunders,  8  Ohio  St.  501; 
Armstrong  v.  Miller,  6  Ohio  St.  118. 
See  Ohio  statutes. 
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fehiro  in  1854  that,  indopciulent  of  statutory  provisions, 
there  is  no  distinction  between  the  whole  and  half  blood/ 
though  in  the  last-named  state  the  rule  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  half-blood  to  inherit  seems  to  depend  upon  whether 
the  estate  came  to  the  intestate  by  descent,  gift,  or  devise. 
In  the  former  case,  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half-blood 
are  excluded;  in  the  latter,  not,''  But  in  that  state  it  is 
held  that  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half-blood  may  with 
the  mother  inherit  the  estate  of  a  child  of  the  intestate 
who  dies  unmarried  after  attaining  tlie  age  of  twenty- 
one.'  In  North  Carolina,  where  the  person  last  seised 
dies  without  issue,  or  brother  or  sister  of  the  blood  of  the 
first  purchaser,  but  leaves  a  half-sister  not  of  such  blood, 
and  remote  collaterals  of  such  blood,  such  collaterals  take 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  half-sister.*  In  Alabama,  under  a 
code  provision  that  there  is  no  distinction  between  the 
whole  and  the  half  blood  in  the  "same  degree,"  if  an 
intestate  leaves  no  children  or  their  descendants,  the 
children  of  a  deceased  brother  or  sister  of  the  half-blood 
occupy  the  "  same  degree  "  of  relationship  as  the  surviv- 
ing brothers  and  sisters,  and  take  by  right  of  representa- 
tion the  share  which  their  ancestor,  if  living,  would  have 
taken.®  It  is  held  in  Texas  that  brothers  and  sisters  of 
the  half-blood  inherit  the  whole  estate,  where  there  are  no 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  full-blood,  and  inherit  equally 
with  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  w4iole-blood  who  may  be 
hving;^  although  by  the  civil  law  in  force  in  that  state  in 
1836,  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  full-blood,  or  the  children 
of  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  full-blood,  inherited  to  the 
exclusion  of  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half-blood."     In 


'  Prescott  V.  Carr,  29  N.  H.  453;  61 
Am.  Dec.  652. 

■^  Prescott  V.  Carr,  29  N.  H.  453;  61 
Am.  Dec.  G52;  Crowell  v.  Clough,  23 
N.  H.  209;  Perley,  J.,  arguendo. 

■*  Clark  V.  Pickering,  16  N.  H.  284. 
See,  as  to  exceptions  regarding  infant 
who  dies  under  age  and  unmarried, 
Prescott  V.  Carr,  29  N.  H.  453;  61 
Am.  Dec.  652. 


*Dozier  v.  Grandy,  66  N.  C.  484; 
Bell  V.  Dozier,  1  Dev.  333;  Lawrence 
V.  Pitt,  1  Jones,  344. 

*  Stallworth  v.  Stallworth,  29  Ala. 
76. 

«  Marlow  v.  King,  17  Tex.  177. 

'  Wardlow  v.  Miller,  69  Tex.  395, 
398;  2  Domat'a  C.       T,aw,  2929. 
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Wisconsin  the  half-blood  inherit  equally  with  whole-blood, 
except  that  the  ancestral  estate  must  follow  the  blood 
from  which  derived.'  And  a  similar  rule  seems  to  obtain 
in  Kentucky,  since  in  that  state  lands  acquired  otherwise 
than  by  descent  go  without  distinction  to  the  half-blood 
and  whole-blood,  or  to  the  heirs  of  both  parents;'*  and 
in  Iowa,  children  of  the  half-blood  inherit  equally  with 
children  of  the  whole-blood  when  the  inheritance  was 
derived  through  the  common  parent.'  In  Michigan, 
where  the  statute  of  descents  mentions  brothers  and 
sisters  generally,  those  of  the  half-blood  are  included, 
ij  oe  it  has  always  been  the  policy  of  that  state  to  put 
ibr,  bfllf-blood  on  a  footing  of  equality  in  most  respects 
wiia  Ihe  whole-blood  in  the  law  of  descents,*  though  it 
is  I  old  in  the  last  state,  as  if  to  qualify  the  above  rule, 
that  one's  half-sister  inherits  from  him  equally  with  a 
sister  of  the  full-blood  in  lands  obtained  by  purchase  by  the 
intestate.*  And  this  qualification  is  supported  by  an  ear- 
lier decision  than  that  last  noted,  where  it  is  held  that 
under  a  statute  that  "degrees  of  kindred  shall  be  computed 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law,  and  kindred  of  the 
half-blood  shall  inherit  equally  with  those  of  the  whole- 
blood  in  the  same  degree,  unless  the  inheritance  come  to 
the  intestate  by  descent,  devise,  or  gift  of  some  one  of  his 
ancestors,  in  which  case  all  those  who  are  not  of  the  blood 
of  such  ancestor  shall  be  excluded  from  su^h  inheritance," 
if  there  are  several  next  of  kin  in  the  same  degree  who 
are  not  all  of  the  same  blood,  then  only  such  of  them  will 
take  as  are  of  the  same  blood  as  the  ancestor  from  whom 
the  estate  was  derived.  The  statute  is  not  to  be  construed 
to  divert  the  descent  of  an  ancestral  inheritance  from  the 
nearest  of  kin."     Under  the  statute  of  1881  in  Indiana  a 


>  McCracken  v.  Rogers,  6  Wis.  278; 
Perkins  v.  Simond,  28  Wis.  90.  See 
Cramer's  Appeal,  43  Wis.  167. 

'  Wells  V.  Head,  12  B.  Mon.  170; 
Bell  V.  Dozier,  1  Dev.  333.  See  Tur- 
ner «i  Patterson,  6  Dana,  297. 


*  Neeley  v.  Wise,  44  Iowa,  544. 

♦  Rowley  v.  Stray,  32  Mich.  70. 

'  Van  Sickle  v.  Gibson,  40  Mich. 
170.  See  Rowley  v.  Stray,  32  Mich. 
70. 

'  Ryan  «.  Andrewi,  21  Mich.  229. 
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half-brother  not  of  tho  blood  of  the  ancestor  from  whom 
the  property  descended  will  take  to  the  exclusion  of  kin- 
dred of  the  blood  more  distantly  related  to  the  intestate.* 
Kindred  of  the  half-blood  on  the  mother's  side  inherit 
equally  in  Vermont  with  kindred  of  the  whole-blood  in 
the  same  degree,'  and  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  half- 
blood  are,  under  an  early  decision  in  that  state,  entitled  as 
next  of  kin  to  each  other."  In  Tennessee,  half  brothers 
and  sisters  take  in  preference  to  uncles  and  aunts  on  the 
mother's  side,  though  the  land  descended  from  her.'* 
Where  by  a  statute  lands  descend  to  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters  of  the  father  of  the  intestate,  those  of  the  half-blood 
take  equally  with  those  of  the  whole- blood.^  In  nearly  all 
the  states  provision  of  some  kind  is  made  relative  to  the 
rights  of  the  half-blood  to  inherit.  These  provisions  differ 
largely,  however,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  general  rule 
under  which  all  the  several  provisions  could  be  grouped." 

Illustrations. — H.  devised  an  estate  in  trust  to  his  son  for 
life,  and  directed  that  upon  the  death  of  the  son  without  chil- 
dren or  their  descendants  it  should  be  divided  a-  long  tho  next 
of  kin  of  the  son  the  same  as  if  he  had  owned  the  property 
and  died  intestate.  The  son  died  without  children  or  their 
descendants.  There  were  left  surviving  children  of  the  half- 
sisters  of  H.,  and  children  of  his  brotiiers  and  sisters  of  the 
whole-blood.  Held,  that  those  of  the  half-blood  took  equally 
with  those  of  the  whole-blood  in  the  same  degree:  Larrubee  v. 
Tucker,  1 16  Mass.  562.  A  died,  of  age,  unmarried,  intestate,  and 
without  issue,  leaving  personal  property  not  derived  by  descent 
or  devise.  There  survived  A  brothers  and  sisters  and  their 
representatives  of  the  half-blood,  and  also  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  whole-blood.  Held,  that  the  whole  and  half  blood  shared 
equally:  Prescott  v.  Carr,  29  N.  H.  Aod;  61  Am.  Dec.  052.  Y. 
patented  land,  of  which  he  died  seised,  intestate,  and  unmar- 
ried, and  without  father  or  mother  living,  but  leaving  surviving 
him  G.,  a  legitimate  half-sister,  and  the  children  of  a  deceased 
sister  of  the  whole-blood.  Held,  that  the  half-sister  inherited 
from  Y.  equally  with  the  sister  of  the  whole-blood:  Van  Sickle 
v.  Gibson,  40  Mich.  170. 


»  Pond  V.  Irwin,  113  Ind.  243. 
*  Hatch  V.  Hatch,  21  Vt.  450. 
» Brown  v.  Brown,  1  D.  Chip.  360. 
819 


*  Chaney  v.  Barker,  3  Baxt.  424. 

»  Beebee  v.  Griffing,  14  N.  Y.  236. 

*  See  Ancestral  Estate,  §  3125. 
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§  3125.  Ancestral  Estates.  —  Ancestral  estates  embrace 
not  only  descended  estates,  but  also  all  others  which  may 
have  come  to  the  intestate  by  gift  or  devise  from  either 
parent,  or  from  any  relative  of  the  blood  of  either  parent/ 
since  the  term  "ancestor"  includes  any  one  from  whom 
the  estate  was  inheritable,  even  thougli  it  were  an  infant.^ 
So  in  New  York,  when  used  with  reference  to  the  descent  of 
real  property,  the  word  "ancestor"  embraces  collaterals  as 
well  as  lineals  through  whom  an  inheritance  is  derived.' 
This  term  is,  however,  qualified  as  to  its  meaning  in  Con. 
necticut,  since  "ancestor,"  in  that  state,  is  the  one  by 
whom  the  estate  immediately,  and  not  the  one  from  whom 
it  remotely,  descended.*  An  estate  coming  to  a  wife  from 
a  deceased  husband  is  not  ancestral.*  So  if  heirs  exchange 
lands,  the  estate  .nses  to  be  ancestral."  In  Arkansas,  the 
rule  of  the  common  law  is  followed  in  respect  to  such 
estates,  to  the  extent  that  they  are  as  far  as  possible 
preserved  in  the  line  of  the  blood  from  which  they  de- 
scended.' And  the  grandfather,  grandmother,  uncles,  and 
aunts  of  the  line  from  which  the  estate  came  may  take." 
So  if  one  dies,  without  issue,  seised  of  a  new  acquisition, 
the  mother,  being  the  sole  surviving  parent,  takes  an  estate 
for  life,  with  remainder,  first  to  the  line  of  the  paternal 
ancestor  in  postponement  of  the  maternal  line  until  the 
former  becomes  extinct,  and  then  to  the  maternal  line.'' 
Where  the  inheritance  is  ancestral,  and  comes  from  the 
father's  side,  then  it  will  go  to  the  line  on  the  part  of  the 
father,  from  whence  it  came,  in  exclusion  of  the  mother's 


J  West  V.  Williams,  15  Ark.  692. 

»  Prickett  v.  Parker,  3  Ohio  St.  394. 

»  Wheeler  v.  Clutterbuck,  52  N.  Y. 
67,  70. 

*  Clark  V.  Shailer,  46  Conn.  119. 

»Brower  v.  Hunt,  18  Ohio  St.  311; 
Firney  v.  Wilson,  11  Ohio  St.  426. 

«Brower  v.  Hunt,  18  Ohio  St.  311. 
As  to  what  is  and  what  is  not  ances- 
tral estate,  see  Lathrop  i\  Young,  25 
Ohio  St.  451;  Shepard  v.  Taylor,  15 
R.  I.  204;  Watson  v.  Thompson,  12  R. 


I.  466.  As  to  ancestral  estaces,  see 
statutes  of  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Con- 
necticut, Indiana,  Maryland,  New 
Jersey,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Tennes- 
see, Texas.  See  Descent  from  Infants, 
§  31.32,  post. 

'  West  V.  Williams,  15  Ark.  692. 

«  Kf»untz  V.  Davis,  34  Ark.  590. 

•  Magness  v.  Arnold,  31  Ark.  10.3. 
See  Galloway  v.  Robinson,  19  Ark. 
396. 
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line;  but  if  the  inheritance  came  from  the  mother's  side, 
it  follows  the  maternal  line  to  the  exclusion  of  the  father's 
line.*  In  Georgia,  cousins  inherit  without  distinction  as  to 
blood  of  the  ancestor  from  whom  the  estate  descended.' 
The  fact  that  the  property  was  inherited  from  the  father 
gives  no  preference  in  Maine  to  the  paternal  grandfather.' 
The  Michigan  statute  of  distributions  deals  only  with  the 
particular  estate  of  the  decedent,  irrespective  of  its  origin 
or  previous  ownership;  but  provisions  which  relate  to  the 
further  distribution  of  ancestral  estates  after  the  death  of 
the  heir  are  mainly  to  perfect  an  administration  of  the 
ancestor's  estate  in  real  property  when  it  has  failed  in 
consequence  of  the  heir's  death.*  In  New  Hampshire,  the 
statute  of  descents  is  copied  substantially  from  the  Eng- 
lish statute  of  distributions,  and  no  regard  is  had  to  the 
source  from  which  the  estate  is  derived,  except  in  cases 
where  the  statute  has  made  that  circumstance  material.* 

A  statute  concerning  descents,  which  provides  that  in 
case  an  inheritance  came  to  an  intestate  by  descent,  de- 
vise, or  gift  of  one  of  his  ancestors,  all  those  not  of  the 
blood  of  SUCH  ancestor  shall  be  excluded  from  such  in- 
heritance, refers  to  the  immediate  ancestor  from  whom 
the  intestate  received  the  inheritance,  not  a  remote  "  an- 
cestor" who  was  the  original  source  of  title.^  In  New 
Jersey,  where  the  lands  have  come  to  the  person  dying 
seised  by  descent,  gift,  or  devise  of  some  ancestor,  those 
who  stand  in  the  nearest  degree  of  consanguinity  to  the 
person  so  seised  shall  inherit,  if  they  are  of  the  blood  of 
the  ancestor,  although  they  may  not  stand  nearest  by 
virtue  of  the  blood  of  such  ancestor  to  the  person  last 
seised.^     So  in  the  last-named  state  first  cousins  on  the 


» Campbell  v.  Ware,  27  Ark.  65; 
Beard  v.  Moaely,  30  Ark.  517. 

»  Redd  v.  Clopton,  17  Ga.  230. 

»  Albee  v.  Vose,  76  Me.  448. 

♦  Jenks  V.  Trowbridjre,  48  Mich.  94. 
See  Rowley  v.  Stray,  32  Mich.  70. 

»  Parker  v.  Mima,  2  N.  H.  460;  Pres- 


cott  V.  Carr,  29  N.  H.  453,  459;  61 
Am.  Dec.  652;  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  N. 
H.  381,  393;  41  Am.  Dec.  706. 

«  Wheeler  v.  Clutterbuck,  52  N.  Y. 
67. 

'  Miller  v.  Speer,  38  N.  J.  Eq. 
567. 
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paternal  side  take  in  preference  to  the  uncles  and  aunts 
of  the  blood  of  the  father,  although  the  intestate  obtained 
the  land  by  descent  from  the  fatlier.*  Under  the  Oliio 
statutes  the  blood  of  the  intestate  is  preferred  to  that  of 
the  ancestor,'  and  property  inherited  by  a  son  from  a 
father,  and  descending  to  the  son's  daughter,  passes  on 
her  death  without  issue  to  her  father's  half  brothers  and 
sisters,  though  not  of  the  blood  of  the  grandfatlier.'  So 
lands  inherited  from  the  paternal  ancestor  descend  to  his 
brothers  and  sisters,  where  there  are  no  children  and 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  intestate,  or  representatives 
of  them.*  The  real  estate  of  an  intestate  must  in  Penn- 
sylvania be  kept  within  the  blood  of  the  perquisitor, 
without  reference  to  any  other  relationship.*  In  Rhode 
Island,  when  a  legal  and  equite^le  estate  coming  through 
different  persons  unite  in  the  t^me  holder,  it  is  the  course 
of  the  legal,  rather  than  the  equitable,  estate  which  de- 
termines whether  it  be  an  ancestral  estate  in  the  holder." 
In  Texas,  the  sole  surviving  parent  takes  the  inheritance, 
no  matter  from  which  ancestral  stock  the  title  to  the  es- 
tate came.^  Under  the  Vermont  statutes  no  distinction  is 
made  in  descent  and  distribution  of  estates  in  consequence 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  estate  is  obtained,  whether 
by  purchase  or  inheritance.*  In  Wisconsin,  brothers  and 
sisters  of  a  deceased  child  intestate  mav  take  from  him, 
not  as  his  heirs,  but  as  heirs  of  the  mother,  property 
which  came  to  the  intestate  from  a  deceased  mother.^  It 
is  held  in  several  states  that  uncles  and  aunts  inherit 
without  distinction  as  to  the  blood  of  the  ancestor  from 
whom  the  estate  descended.'" 


» Speer  v.  Miller,  37  N.  J.  Eq.  492. 

•  Brower  v.  Hunt,  18  Ohio  St.  311. 

•  White  V.  White.  19  Ohio  St.  531. 
♦Curren   v.   Taylor,    19    Ohio    36; 

Stannard  v.  Case,  40  Ohio  St.  211. 

"  Appeal  of  Ranck,  113  Pa.  St.  98; 
Roberts's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  St.  417. 

•  Shepard  v.  Taylor,  15  R.  I.  204. 

I  Chandler  v.  Copeland,  31  Tex.  151. 


«  Hatch  V.  Hatch,  21  Vt.  450. 

»  Wiesner  v.  Zaun,  39  Wis.  188. 

'•  Peacock  v.  Smart,  17  Mo.  402;  De- 
loney  v.  Walker,  9  Port.  497;  Dauner 
V.  Shissler,  31  Pa.  St.  289;  Jones  v. 
Barnett,  30  Tex.  637;  Cozzens  v.  Jos- 
lin,  1  R.  I.  122;  Beebee  v.  Griffing,  14 
N.  Y.  235;  Murphy  v..  Henry,  36  Ind. 
442. 
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Illustrations.  —  Two  brothors,  A  iuid  B,  were  owners  jointly 
by  purchase  of  land.  A  died.  His  fiithcr,  mother,  brotliers,  and 
sisters  survived  him.  Subsequently  B  died,  leaving  a  child, 
which  afterwards  died,  leaving  its  grandfather,  grandmother, 
uncles,  and  aunts  on  the  paternal  side  surviving.  Held,  that 
upon  A's  decease  his  interest  in  tlie  land  ascended  to  his  father 
for  life,  remainder  in  fee  to  his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  that 
the  child's  intercut  ascended  to  its  grandfather,  grandmother, 
uncles,  and  aunts  on  the  paternal  side  in  equal  ])arts:  Kountz 
V.  Davis,  34  Ark.  590.  C.  inherited  from  his  mother,  and  died 
intestate  and  without  issue,  or  brothers  and  sisters,  or  their  rep- 
resentatives. Held,  not  ancestral  estate,  and  that  it  descended 
to  C.'s  next  of  kin,  though  not  of  the  blood  of  the  ancestor 
from  whom  the  estate  descended:  Clnrk  v.  Shailer,  4G  Conn. 
119,  A  died  intestate,  leaving  a  widow  and  son,  who  after- 
wards died  intestate,  unmarried,  and  without  issue.  Held,  that 
the  mother  could  not  succeed  to  the  estate  of  the  son,  because 
she  was  not  of  the  blood  of  the  first  purchaser:  Roherts^s  Ap- 
peal, 39  Pa.  St.  417. 

§  3126.  Descents  Falling  to  Parents.  —  In  a  number  of 
states  the  father  of  the  intestate  inherits  the  property  in 
case  there  are  no  descendants,  and  the  wife  or  husband 
is  dead;^  and  if  the  father  is  not  living,  his  share  goes, 
in  many  statos,  to  the  mother.^  The  rule  of  the  common 
law,  that  the  inheritance  could  not  lineally  ascend,  has 
by  statute  in  New  Jersey  been  modified  so  as  to  let  in  the 
father,  and  to  some  extent  the  mother;  but  it  lias  not 
been  abolished,  so  that  a  grandparent  cannot  inherit  lands 
from  a  grandson.'  Under  the  law  of  1859  in  Kansas,  the 
mother  would  take  only  in  case  there  was  neither  wife 
nor  husband   nor   issue   living.*     In   Arkansas,  all   the 


'  See  statutes  of  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
Colorado,  Dakota,  Florida,  Idaho, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  Mon- 
tana, Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Hamp- 
shire, New  York,  Oregon,  Rhode 
Island,  Tennessee,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
and  West  Virginia. 

^  See  statutes  of  states  enumerated 
in  last  note,  and  see  also  states  noted 
in  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  3107,  3108,  3111-3113. 

8  Taylor  v.  Bray,  32  N.  J.  L.  182; 
Bray  v.  Taylor,  36  N.  J.  L.  415.  As 
to  descent  to  father  and  mother,  or  to 


the  survivor  of  them,  see  statutes  of 
the  several  states.  Father  may  take: 
Shown  V.  McMacUin,  9  Lea,  COl.  Pa- 
rent may  inherit:  Brother  v.  Francisco, 
1  Heisk.  511.  Parent  may  take  in 
preference  to  brothers  and  sisters:  Cos- 
gray  V.  Core,  2  W.  Va.  353.  Father 
may  take  from  son,  but  mother  must 
be  dead:  Haywood  v.  Ormsbee,  7  Wis. 
111.  As  to  the  parents  inheriting  an- 
cestral real  estate  under  the  act  of 
1866  in  Connecticut,  see  Austin  v. 
Wight,  38  Conn.  405. 

*  Brown  v.  Belmarde,  3  Kan.  41. 
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personal  estate  of  which  au  intestate  dies  possessed,  or  to 
which  he  has  a  vested  interest  in  remainder,  goes  to  his 
mother,  if  he  leaves  no  father,  wife,  or  children.*  But 
the  mother  may  not,  in  Iowa,  under  the  law  in  force  in 
1878,  inherit  from  the  children  of  her  child  who  died 
before  the  death  of  her  husband.''  Under  the  Mexican 
law,  where  a  father  dies  having  devised  his  estate  to  his 
wife  and  children  in  certain  proportions,  and,  after  his 
death,  certain  of  his  children  die  intestate,  the  interests 
of  the  children  vest  in  the  mother  as  the  nearest  ascend- 
ant, and  not  in  the  brothers  and  sisters.'  Under  the  law 
of  1879  in  Kansas,  if  the  intestate  leave  no  issue  or  wife, 
and  if  both  parents  are  dead,  one  half  the  estate  goes  to 
the  heirs  of  the  deceased  father,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
heirs  of  the  deceased  mother.*  In  Texas,  if  an  intestate 
leave  either  children  or  their  descendants,  no  collateral 
or  relative  in  the  ascending  line  can  take  any  part  of  his 
separate  property.*  Except  where  a  husband  is  sole  heir 
of  the  wife,  real  estate  may,  in  Florida,  descend  to  the 
father,  where  there  are  no  children  or  their  representa- 
tives.* The  law  of  Missouri,  by  making  the  father  the 
heir  to  the  son,  totally  abolishes  the  English  law  of  keep- 
ing an  estate  in  the  blood  of  the  first  purchaser.'  But  in 
Iowa,  parents  succeed  only  to  the  estate  which  a  child 
had  at  his  death,®  and  property  which  might  have  de- 
scended to  the  child  or  its  issue  had  it  lived  does  not 
descend  to  the  parent.  This  rule,  however,  does  not 
obtain  in  Alabama." 

Ir  LUSTRATIONS. — A  died  intestate,  leaving  a  widow  and  child. 
Tho  child  died.  Held,  that  the  mother  became  heir  of  the  child: 
Lynde  v.  Williams,  68  Mo.  360.     A  child  survived  its  father,  but 


'  Oliver  •.  Vance,  34  Ark.  564. 

*  Journell  v.  Leighton,  49  Iowa,  601. 


•  Leonard  v.  Lining,  57  Iowa,  648. 
As  to  parents  inheriting  from  adopted 


'  Emeric  v.  Alvarado,  64  Cal.  529,     and  illugitimate  children,  see  Descents 


630. 


♦  Russell  V.  Hallett,  23  Kan.  276. 


Falling  to  and  from  Adopted  Children, 
§  31,%,  post;  and  Descents  Falling  to 


*  Eckford  v.  Knox,  67  Tex.  200,  202.     and  from  Illegitimate  Children,  §  3137, 


«  McGee  v.  Alha,  9  Fla.  382. 
'  Harbison  v.  Swan,  58  Mo.  147. 
^  Leonard  v.  Lining,  57  Iowa,  648, 


post. 

'»  Fowler  v.  Trewhit,  10  Ala.  622. 
See  Descent  from  Infants,  §  3132,  post. 
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(lied  without  issue  before  the  death  of  its  grandfjitlicr,  from 
whom  the  property  was  descended.  Held,  that  the  child  never 
had  any  vested  estate  in  the  properly,  and  that  his  mother,  sur- 
viving, took  nothing  by  descent:  Leonard  v.  Lining,  57  Iowa, 
G48.  A  mother  died,  leaving  issue  a  child.  Subsequently  her 
father  died  intestate;  then  the  child  died.  LTeld,  that  the  father 
of  the  child  inherited  his  portion  of  the  estate:  Fowler  v.  Trewhil, 
10  Ala.  622. 

§  3127.  Descents  Falling  to  Step-father  and  Step- 
mother.— A  step-father  will,  under  the  laws  of  1862  of 
Kansas,  inherit,  as  heir  of  the  mother,  property  of  the 
step-son;^  and  in  that  state,  if  one  dies  leaving  a  step- 
father and  collateral  relatives,  the  step-father  inherits,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  collaterals,  by  virtue  of  his  relation- 
ship to  the  mother  of  the  deceased.'  So  in  Iowa  a  step- 
mother may  inherit  from  a  step-ohild.' 

§  3128.  Rule  as  to  the  Heirs  of  Parents.  —  Under  the 
Iowa  code  in  force  in  1874,  the  heirs  of  the  father  and 
mother  of  a  deceased  intestate  who  leaves  neither  wife 
not  issue  inherit  the  same  as  they  would  have  done  if 
both  parents  had  survived  the  intestate,  and  each  died  in 
possession  of  one  half  the  estate.* 

§   3129.     Descents  Falling    to    Grandparents.  —  The 

grandparent  takes  in  preference  to  uncles  or  aunts;* 
and  under  the  civil  law  the  maternal  grandfather  of  a 
child  would  inherit  the  estate  coming  to  a  child  by  de- 
scent, in  preference  to  its  paternal  aunt,  and  this  rule  was 
followed  in  Iowa  in  1854."  The  great-grandmother  ex- 
cludes the  great-uncle.^ 

•  Sarver  v.  Beal,  36  Kan.  555.  Andrews,  21  Mich.  229;  Barger  v 
»  Sarver  v.  Beal,  36  Kan.  555.  Hobbs,  67  111.  592;  Cables  v.  Prescott, 
»  Moore  v.  Weaver,  53  Iowa,  11.  67  Me.  582;  Bassil  v.  Loffer,  38  Iowa, 

♦  Bassil  V.  Loflfer,  38  Iowa,  451.  See    451.     See  Bray  v.  Taylor,  36  N.  J.  L. 
Next  of  Kin,  §  3133,  post.     See  also    415;  Currea  v.   Taylor,  19  Ohio,  36; 


Stitnsoa'a  American  Statute  Law,  sec 
3121. 

^Decoater  v.  Wing,  76  Me.  450; 
Kelsey  r.  Hardy,  20  N.  H.  479;  Mc- 
Dowell V.  Adams,  45  Pa.  St.  430;  Kirk- 
endali's  Case,  43   Wis.  167;  Ryan   v. 


Ligon  V.  Fuqua,  6  Alunf.  281;  Phillipa 
V.  Peteet,  35  Ala.  696. 

"  Martindale  v.  Kendrick,  4  O. 
Greene,  307. 

»  Cloud  V.  Bruce,  61  Ind.  171. 
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§  3130.  Descents  Falling  to  Uncles,  Aunts,  Nephews, 
and  Nieces.  —  Where  there  are  neither  liueul  descend- 
ants in  the  ascending  or  descending  line,  nor  brothers 
and  sisters,  or  their  descendants,  then  the  laws  generally 
l^rovide  that  uncles  and  aunts,  nephews  and  nieces,  take.' 
Children  of  deceased  nephews  and  nieces  of  the  intestate 
may  share  in  his  estate  under  the  statutes  of  descents 
and  distributions  in  Missouri.^  But  aunts  or  uncles 
exclude  children  of  decensed  aunts  or  uncles,^  although 
where  there  are  nephews,  nieces,  grand-nephews,  and 
grand-nieces,  nephews  and  nieces  may  take  as  distribu- 
tees of  personal  property  in  Maryland,  yet  grand-nephews 
and  grand-nieces  whose  parents  have  deceased  cannot 
take.*  So  a  grand-niece  does  not  take  any  share  in 
the  distribution  of  an  intestate's  estate  where  there  are 
brothers  and  sisters,  nephews  and  nieces.*  Grand-unclos 
exclude  children  and  grand-children  of  grand-uncles  dy- 
ing before  th^  intestate.* 

§  3131.  Descents  Falling  to  Cousins.' —  It  is  held  in 
New  Jersey  that  cousins  of  near  degree  exclude  cousins 
of  more  remote  degree;'  and  it  was  decided  in  the  same 
state,  in  1872,  that  first-cousins  will  take  the  personal 
estate  of  the  intestate,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  children 
and  grandchildren  of  other  first-cousins  deceased,  since 
collateral  relatives  cannot  take  by  representation,  except 
in  the  case  of  the  children  of  a  deceased  brother  or  sister 
of  the  intestate.' 

§  3132.  Descent  from  Infants.  —  In  Michigan,  the  share 
of  au  infant  heir  who  dies  unmarried  goes  to  those  who 


I  Jones  V.  Barnett,  30  Tex.  637; 
Snow  V.  Snow,  1 1 1  Mass.  3S9. 

*  Copenhaver  v.  Copenhavor,  78 
Mo.  65. 

•Levering  v.  Levtrinji,  2  Md.  Ch. 
81;  3  Md.  Ch.  365;  Porter  v.  Askew, 
11  Oill  &  J.  346;  Parker  v.  Nims,  2 
N.  H.  46;  Shaffer  v.  Nail,  2  Brev.  160; 
Montgomery  v.  Pentriken,  29  Pa.  St. 
118. 


*  McComas  v.  Amos,  29  Md.  120. 

^  Brother  v.  Francisco,  1  Heisk. 
611. 

«  Clayton  v.  Drake,  17  Ohio  St.  367. 
See  Cresoe  v.  Laidley,  2  Binn.  279. 

'  Schenck».  Vail,  24  N.  J.  Eq.  538; 
Stewart  v.  Collier,  3  Har.  &  J.  289. 

*  Davis  V.  Vanderveer,  23  N.  J.  Eq. 
558.  See  Ancestral  Estates,  §  3125, 
ante. 
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would  have  taken  it  if  he  had  so  died  in  the  ancestor's 
lifetime,*  So  a  parent  may  inherit  from  an  infant  son, 
(lying  unmarried  and  without  issue.'^  In  Kentucky,  under 
the  statute  in  force  in  1885,  if  an  infant  dies  without 
issue,  having  title  to  real  estate  derived  from  one  of  its 
parents,  the  whole  descends  to  the  kindred  of  that  parent, 
provided  such  kindred  are  not  more  remote  than  the 
grandfather,  grandmother,  uncles,  and  aunts  of  the 
infant.'  And  the  statute  in  force  in  that  state  in  1887 
providing  for  descent  of  real  estate  to  the  parents  of  a 
deceased  intestate  infant  applies  only  to  such  real  estate 
lis  the  infant  has  derived  from  the  father  or  mother.''  In 
Michigan,  the  mother  may  inherit  equally  with  the 
brothers  and  sisters  from  an  infant  distributee  of  his 
father's  estate.*  In  Maine,  under  the  statute  in  force  in 
1878,  when  a  minor,  unmarried,  dies  leaving  no  issue, 
father,  mother,  brother,  or  sister,  the  estate  of  the  minor 
not  inherited  from  the  father  descends  to  the  maternal 
grandmother,  rather  than  to  an  uncle  on  the  father's  side, 
or  to  the  children  of  such  uncle;'  or  when  a  minor  dies  un- 
married, the  property  inherited  from  the  father  descends 
in  equal  shares  to  his  father's  other  surviving  children, 
and  to  issue  of  deceased  children  by  right  of  represen- 
tation;^ and  where  an  infant  dies  without  issue,  possessed 
of  real  estate  derived  by  descent,  gift,  or  devise  from  one 
of  the  maternal  grandparents,  the  estate  descends  to  the 
father  of  the  infant,  and  not  to  the  mother's  kindred,  the 
mother  being  dead.* 

Illustrations.  —  A,  an  infant  distributee  of  his  father's 
estate,  died  a  minor,  intestate,  and  unmarried;  his  mother  sur- 
vived him;  so,  also,  did  other  children  of  his  father.  The  statute 
provided  that  in  such  case  the  mother  should  take  an  equal 
share  with  the  brothers  and  sisters.  Held,  that  the  mother  was 
entitled  to  share  in  the  personal  estate  inherited  from  the  father: 


^  Burke  v.  Burke,  34  Mich.  451. 
»  McCuUough  V.  Lee,  7  Ohio,  15. 
»  Power  V.  Dougherty,  83  Ky.  187. 
*  Walden  v.  Phillips,  86  Ky.  302. 


'  Jenks  V.  Trowbridge,  43  Mich.  94. 
•  Cables  v.  Preacott,  07  Me.  582. 
'  Benson  v.  Swan,  60  Me.  160. 
8  Waldon  v.  Phillips,  86  Ky.  302. 
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Jcnks  V.  Troivhrulge,  48  Midi.  94.  An  iiifant  inherited  an  eatnto 
from  its  mother,  but  died  without  issue,  and  without  brothers 
and  siKters,  but  leaving  uiKdcs  and  nunts  on  tlio  mother's  side, 
and  also  a  niatornal  grandfather.  Held,  that  tliu  estate  passed 
to  the  grandfathor:  Power  v.  Dougherty,  83  Ky.  187. 

§3133.  Who  are  Next  of  Kin— It  was  decided  in 
Texas  in  1878  that  the  next  of  kin  are  the  nearest  kin- 
dred to  the  i)ntornal  and  maternal  lino,  without  regard  to 
their  rehitive  nearness  to  the  intestate,  where  the  latter 
loaves  neither  wife,  child,  father,  mother,  nor  descendants 
of  either  surviving;  and  in  such  case  the  estate  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  one  of  which  goes  to  tlie  paternal  line,  and 
the  other  to  the  maternal  lino,'  So  paternal  uncles  and 
aunts  and  maternal  uncles  and  aunts  may  take  in  Ten- 
nessee as  next  of  kin;*  so  a  son  and  grandson  may  be 
next  of  kin;'  so  the  motlier  and  brother  and  sisters  may 
take  equally  as  next  of  kin;*  so  nephews  and  nieces  take  as 
next  of  kin,'  to  the  exclusion  of  grand  nieces  and  nephews;' 
and  grand  uncles  and  aunts  take  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
issue  of  grand-uncles  deceased;^  so  the  grandmother  may 
take  as  next  of  kin,  to  the  exclusion  of  uncles  and  aunts.* 
But  the  husband  is  not  "  next  of  kin,"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  those  words  as  used  in  the  Nebraska  statute.'  If 
a  person  die  leaving  no  issue,  father,  mother,  brother,  or 
sister,  but  does  leave  nephews,  nieces,  and  grand-nieces,  his 
real  property  will  not  descend  to  a  grand-niece  under  a 
statute  requiring  in  such  case  that  the  property  descend 
to  the  intestate's  "next  of  kin  in  equal  degree."'**  An 
equitable  estate  in  fee-simple  inherited  from  her  mother 
by  a  daughter  will  not  descend  to  her  father,  but  to  her 
sister,  as  next  of  kin  of  the  blood  of  the  mother,  from 


'  McKinney  v.  Abbott,  49  Tex.  371. 
See  Morris  v.  Potter,  10  R.  I.  58. 

'In  re  Willa  of  Miller,  2  Lea,  54, 
62. 

'  Gold  V.  Vaughan,  4  Sneed,  245. 

*  Smith  V.  Smith,  4  R.  I.  1.  And 
see  DaboU  v.  Field,  9  R.  I.  2^6. 


'Snowv.  Snow,  111  Mass.  389. 
6  NelsoQ  V.  Blue,  63  N.  C.  659. 
'  Clayton  v.  Drake,  17  Ohio  St.  367. 
8  McDowell  V.  Addama,  45  Pa.  St. 
430. 
»  Warren  w.  Englehardt,  13Neb.  283. 
M  Davis  V.  Stiason,  53  Me.  493. 
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whom  the  estate  descended.'  In  MassacljU^otts,  under  the 
statute  providing  for  descent  to  "  next  of  kin  in  equal 
degree,"  the  estate  goes  to  the  children  of  deceased  broth- 
ers or  sisters,  to  the  exclusion  of  children  of  deceased 
nephews  and  nieces.'  Under  the  Now  Hampshire  statutes 
of  descent  and  distribution,  neither  uncles  nor  cousins 
take  by  right  of  representation,  but  the  uncles,  being  next 
of  kin,  take  the  whole  estate  as  against  the  cousins.'  If 
an  intestate  dies  possessed  of  an  estate  by  purchase,  and 
leaves  no  descendants,  but  a  mother,  the  estate  descends 
to  the  mother  as  next  of  kin,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  sister.* 
In  New  Hampshire,  land  inlierited  from  the  father  de- 
scends to  the  uncles  and  aunts,  both  on  liio  father's  and 
mother's  side,  in  equal  shares,  thoy  !•  ing  tlie  nox^  of  kin, 
excluding  the  children  of  a  deceased  iiunt."*  A  ;,rcat-uncle 
ajid  lirst-cousin  mav  be  next  of  kin,"  unlo  i  the  inherit- 
ancecame  to  the  intestate  by  descent,  gift,  or  devise  from 
some  ancestor;^  so  the  grandfather  and  gnuidmother  may 
take  as  next  of  kin;'  so  a  single  uncle  or  aunt  will  take 
in  preference  to  several  cousins;'  and  the  father  of  an 
intestate  dying  without  issue  takes  an  estate  which  de- 
scended to  the  intestate  from  her  sister,  although  the  sis- 
ter inherited  the  same  through  her  maternal  ancestor.'" 

Illustrations.  —  A  died  intestate,  leaving  no  issue,  no  pa- 
rents, no  brother  or  sister,  but  leaving  a  nephew,  S.,  and  a  niece, 
C,  as  his  next  of  kin.  Held,  that  is.  and  C.  took  his  estate: 
Snow  V.  Snow,  111  Mass.  389.  L.  died  intestate,  without  issue, 
leaving  estate,  which  came  to  her  by  descent  from  a  deceased 
brother.  The  statute  provided  that  ancestral  estate  "  sliall  go 
to  the  kin  next  to  the  intestate  of  the  blood  of  the  person  from 
whom  such  estate  came  or  descended,  if  any  there  be."  Held,  that 
the  estate  passed  to  the  intestate's  mother,  brothers,  and  sisters, 
since  they  were,  by  the  statute,  of  the  same  degree  of  kindred  to 


'  Tillinghast  v.  Coggeshall,  7  R.  I. 
383 

»  Conantw.  Kent,  130  Mass.  178. 

» Page  V.  Parker,  61  N.  H.  65. 

♦  McAfee  v.  Gilniore,  4  N.  H.  .391, 
396. 

''  Parker  v.  Mims,  2N.  H.  460. 


«  Smith  V.  Gaines,  35  N.  J.  Eq.  65. 

'  Bailey  v.  Ross,  32  N.  J.  Eq, 
646. 

*  Knapp  V.  Windsor,  6  Cush.  156; 
Latimer  v.  Rogers,  3  Head,  692. 

»  Taylor  v.  Bray,  32  N.  J.  L.  182. 

»  Morris  v.  Potter,  10  R.  I.  68. 
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the  intestate:  Smith  v.  Smith,  4  R.  I.  1.  K.  died  intestate,  and 
possessed  of  property,  leaving  surviving  her  M.  K.,  the  mother 
of  K.'s  father,  and  VV.  W.  and  E.  W.,  who  were  the  father  and 
mother  of  the  intestate's  mother,  and  no  other  next  of  kin. 
Held,  that  M.  K.,  W.  \V.,  and  ZH.  W.  were  each  entitled  to  a 
distributive  share  of  the  intestate's  personal  estate:  Knnpp  v. 
Windsor,  6  Cush.  156,  An  intestate  died  without  issue,  and 
without  having  had  either  brother  or  sister,  and  without  leav- 
ing a  wife  or  father  surviving  him.  His  mother  survived  him, 
and  by  statute  took  a  life  e?tate  in  the  lands.  His  nearest  rela- 
tives at  his  death  were  two  uncles,  brothers  of  his  father,  and  his 
aunt,  sister  of  his  mother.  He  had  several  cousins  then  living,', 
children  of  two  uncles,  then  deceased.  After  his  death,  and 
during  his  mother's  lifetime,  the  two  uncles,  brothers  of  his 
father,  and  his  aunt  died,  each  leaving  children  surviving. 
Held,  that  the  children  of  the  aunt  and  the  two  uncles  last  de- 
ceased took  to  the  exclusion  of  the  children  of  the  uncles  and 
aunts  who  were  deceased  when  he  died:  bailey  v.  Ross,  32  N.  J. 
Eq.  544.  A  died  in  1817,  leaving  a  daughter,  B,  to  whom  he 
devised  land.  B  died  in  1826,  leaving  a  mother  and  sister  sur- 
viving her.  The  statute  of  1822  provided  that  an  intestate 
estate  should  descend  in  equal  shares  to  the  children  and  their 
representatives,  and  if  there  were  no  children,  it  should  be  in- 
herited equally  by  the  next  of  kin,  but  that  when  any  of  the 
children  of  such  intestate  should  die  before  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  and  unmarried,  or  when  any  child  of  a  person  de- 
ceased testate  should  die  before  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and 
unmarried,  such  deceased  child's  share  in  the  estate  should, 
although  its  other  parent  be  alive,  be  inherited  by  its  surviving 
brothers  and  sisters.  The  statute  of  1789  contained  no  pro- 
vision relating  to  the  descent  of  a  deceased  child's  share  in  a 
testate  estate.  The  disposition  of  intestate  estate  was  the  same 
by  both  statutes.  Held,  that  B's  property  could  not  be  regarded 
as  a  deceased  child's  share  in  the  estate,  as  the  will  had  taken 
effect  before  that  time,  but  must  be  considered  as  intestate  estate, 
and  that  her  mother  was  entitled  to  the  property  as  her  next  of 
kin:  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  N.  H.  381. 

§  3134.    Degrees  of  Kindred  —  How  Computed.  —  In 

most  of  the  states  the  degrees  of  kindred  are  computed 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  civil  law.'     By  an  early 

'  McCracken  v.  Rogers,  6  Wis.  278;  Chester,  3  Day,  166;  3  Am.  Dec.  265; 

Clayton  v.   Drake,    17  Ohio  St.   367;  Martindale  v.  Kendrick,  4  G.  Greene, 

Cloud  V.  Bruce,  61  Ind.  171;  Taylor  v.  307;  Bennett  v.  Toler,  15  Gratt.  625; 

Bray,  32  N.  J.  L.   182;  McDowell  v.  78  Am.   Dec.  638.     But  see  Miller  v. 

Addams,  45  Pa.  St.  4:^0;  Hillhouse  v.  Speer,  38  N.  J.  Eq.  567,  571.      Se« 
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decision  in  California,  degrees  of  consanguinity  are  com- 
puted according  to  the  common  law,  except  in  cases  of 
descent  and  distribution,  when  the  rule  of  the  civil  law 
prevails.* 

§  3135.  Posthumous  Children.— The  rule  prevails  in 
all  the  states  that  subsequently  born  children  inherit  the 
same  as  if  they  were  living  at  the  death  of  the  intestate;'* 
although  in  some  states  the  time  within  which  such 
children  must  be  born  to  thus  inherit  is  limited;'  and  in 
Tennessee  neither  half  brothers  and  sisters,  nor  brothers 
and  sisters,  inherit,  unless  born  before  the  intestate's 
death,  or  within  ten  calendar  months  thereafter.* 

§  3136.    Descents  to  and  from  Adopted  Children.  —  In 

Texas,  the  adopted  child  inherits  to  a  certain  extent, 
although  the  parent  has  legitimate  children.^  So  in 
California,  the  adopted  child  is  entitled  to  succeed  by 
inheritance  to  the  adoptive  parents'  estate.®  So  in  Geor- 
gia.' In  most  all  the  states  there  are  statutes  providing 
for  the  adoption  of  children,  and  the  rights  to  inherit- 
ance which  they  thereby  obtain.  This  is  a  matter  of 
purely  statutory  enactment,  since  by  the  common  law 
adoption   was   unknown.^     As   to   inheritance   from   an 


Ramsay  v.  Ramsay,  7  Ind.  607;  Bren- 
uernan's  Appeal,  40  Pa.  St.  11.5.  See 
statutes  of  Alabama,  Arizona,  Con- 
necticut, Delaware,  Idaho,  Iowa, 
Louisiana,  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi, 
Nebraska,  Nevada,  New  Mexico,  Ore- 
gon, South  Carolina,  Vermont,  Wash- 
ington, and  Wisconsin. 

'  People  V.  De  la  Guerra,  24  Cal.  73. 
See  statute  of  California,  Georgia, 
Maryland,  and  North  Carolina.  Ex- 
amine Stiuisou's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  3139. 

'  See  jtimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  1413. 

^  See  statutes  of  Kentucky,  North 
Carolina,  Virginia,  and  West  Vir- 
ginia. 

♦  Melton   V.    Davidaon,    86    T-.un. 


129.     See  Gaines  v.  Orrand,  2  Heisk. 
298. 

'  Eckford  V.  Knox,  67  Tex,  200,  204. 

«  Deuring's  Civ.  Code,  sees.  227,  228, 
1386;  Estate  of  Newman,  75  Cal.  213. 

■  Pace  0.  Ivlink,  51  Ga.  220. 

8  Eckford  V.  Knox,  67  Tex.  200,  204; 
Humphries  v.  Davis,  lUO  lud.  274, 
276,  50  Am.  Rep.  588;  King  r.  Davis, 
87  Ind.  590;  Ross  v.  Ross,  129  Mass. 
243;  37  Am.  Rep.  321.  See  Barrage 
V.  Briggs,  120  Mass.  103;  Wagner  v. 
Varner,  50  Iowa,  532;  Reinder-s  i:  Kop- 
pelmann,  68  Mo.  482;  .30  Am.  Rep.  802; 
Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  6647,  6649.  An  adopted  child 
of  tlie  husband  does  not,  because  of 
such  adoption,  become  the  heir  of  the 
wife:  Sharkey  v.  McDermott,  16  Mo. 
App.  80. 


§3137 


DESCENT    AND    DISTRIBUTION. 


5102 


adopted  child,  it  was  formerly  held  in  Wisconsin  that 
its  estate  will  go  to  his  blood  relations,  rather  than  to 
those  by  adoption,  or  that  it  would  descend  to  his  next 
of  kin.*  This  rule  was  subsequently  changed  by  statute 
in  that  state.^  The  early  Wisconsin  rule  seems  to  pro- 
vail  in  Missouri,  even  though  the  estate  came  from  the 
adoptive  parent.'  In  Indiana,  however,  the  surviving 
husband  and  adoptive  father  will  inherit,  in  preference  to 
the  natural  mother,  land  descended  to  an  adopted  child 
from  the  adoptive  mother.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  statute  provided  that  as  to  adopted  chil- 
dren "  the  rights,  duties,  and  relations  between  the  parent  and 
child  by  adoption  shall  thereafter,  in  all  respects,  including 
the  right  of  inheritance,  be  the  same  that  exist  by  law  between 
parent  and  child  by  lawful  birth."  A  father  adopted  two 
children  of  his  daughter's,  and  subsequently  died  intestate. 
Held,  that  the  children  so  adopted  would  inherit  from  him  the 
same  as  his  own  children,  and  would  also  inherit  the  share  of 
their  deceased  mother:   Wagner  v.  Varner,  50  Iowa,  532. 

§  3137.    Descents  to  and  from  Illegitimate  Children. 

—  In  nearly  all  the  states  illegitimate  children  may  in- 
herit from  their  mother,  and  their  mother  may  inherit 
from  them.  In  many  states  they  may  inherit  through 
their  mother,  while  in  others  they  may  inherit  from  the 
father,  where  he  has  subsequently  intermarried  with  the 
mother,  and  has  acknowledged  that  he  was  the  father  of 
such  child,  or  has  adopted  him  in  the  manner  provided  by 
statute.^  Under  the  Pennsylvania  statute  of  1855,  ille- 
gitimate children  may  inherit  from  the  mother,  and  the 
mother  from  them;  but  they  may  not  inherit  from  each 
other.*     By  the  common  law  an  illegitimate  child  was 


'  Hole  V.  Robbina,  53  Wis.  514. 

*  See  section  2272  a  of  statute  of 
Wisconsin. 

'*  Reinders  v.  Koppelmann,  68  Mo. 
482. 

♦  Paul  V.  Davis,  100  Ind.  422; 
Humphries  v.  Davis,  100  Ind.  274;  50 
Am.  Rep.  588;  100  lad.  36». 


'  See  Stimaon's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  6632;  Neil's  Appeal,  92  Pa. 
St.  193;  McBryde  ».  Patterson,  78 
N.  C.  412;  Morison  ».  Palmer,  8  Allen, 
551;  Stoelz  v.  Doering,  112  111.  234. 

•Woltemate's  Appeal,  86  Pa.  St. 
219.  See  Grubbs's  Appeal,  58  Pa.  St. 
55;  Stoeckel'a  Appeal,  64  Fa.  St.  493. 
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Jilius  nulUus,  and  could  not  inherit  his  father's  estate.'  It 
is  held  in  Kentucky  that  a  bastard  cannot  inherit  from 
his  mother  through  her  ancestors.^  But  a  directly  op- 
posite  rule  has  been  laid  down  in  Connecticut,  since  it  is 
there  held  that  a  bastard  has  inheritable  blood  for  the 
purposes  of  collateral  as  well  as  lineal  descent  through  him, 
although  tlicre  is  no  statute  defining  the  rights  of  bas- 
tards, the  court  holding  that  that  state  had  a  common 
law  of  its  own  which  regulated  the  matter.^  A  similar 
rule  to  that  in  Kentucky  obtains  in  Michigan,  where  it  is 
held  that  an  illegitimate  child  is  the  heir  of  its  mother, 
but  may  not  claim  as  such  any  part  of  the  estate  of  any 
of  her  kindred,  either  lineal  or  collateral."  In  Virginia, 
an  illegitimate  child  may  take  with  one  legitimate,  under 
a  devise  to  the  mother  for  life,  and  upon  the  death  to  be 
divided  among  her  children.^  So  in  the  last-named  state 
a  bastard  may  transmit  an  inheritance  on  the  part  of  its 
mother;  and  where  such  bastard  dies  without  children  or 
descendants,  the  mother  may  inherit,  as  may  also  bastard 
brothers  by  other  fathers;"  and  it  has  been  held  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, under  a  statute  in  that  state,  that  an  ille- 
gitimate child  inherits  a  vested  remainder  belonging  to 
his  mother.^  So  the  son  of  an  illegitimate  child  will  in- 
herit the  estate  of  an  illegitimate  aunt  through  his  grand- 
mother, in  preference  to  the  sister  of  such  grandmother.' 
Illegitimate  children  as  heirs  of  the  mother  differ  noth- 
ing in  law  from  the  other  children,  and  such  child,  omitted 
unintentionally  from  the  mother's  will,  takes  as  though 
the  mother  had  died  intestate.*     In  Rhode  Island,  the 


*  Sneed  v.  Ewing,  5  J.  J.  Marsh. 
460,  474;  22  Am.  Deo.  41;  Stoelz  v. 
Doering,  112  111.  234. 

''  Jackson  v.  Jackson,  78  Ky.  390;  39 
Am.  Rep.  246.  The  statute  relied  on 
in  this  case  reads:  "  Bastards  shall  be 
capable  of  inheriting  and  transmitting 
an  inheritance  on  the  part  of  or  to 
the  mother."  See  further,  Stevenson 
V.  Sullivan t,  5  Wheat.  207;  Curtis  v. 
Ueweus,  11  Met.  294. 


'  Dickinson's  Appeal,  42  Conn.  491: 
19  Am.  Rep.  55.3. 

♦  Watson  V.  Lion  Brewing  Co.,  61 
Mich.  595,  604. 

"  Bennett  v.  Toler,  15  Gratt.  588;  78 
Am.  Dec.  638. 

'^  Garland  v.  Harrison,  8  Leigh, 
368. 

'  White  V.  Curtis,  12  Gray,  54. 

*  Estate  of  Magee,  63  C'al.  414. 

»  Estate  of  Wai-dell,  57  Cal.  484. 
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illegitimate  children  of  the  same  mother  transmit  an 
inheritance  on  the  part  of  their  mother,  and  a  bastard 
sister  may  inherit  from  a  bastard  brother.*  In  Indiana, 
an  illegitimate  child  may  take  by  descent  from  its  mother 
any  estate  which  she  would,  if  living,  have  taken  by  gift, 
devise,  or  descent  from  another;'  and  a  mother  of  an  ille- 
gitimate child  may  inherit  its  share  of  an  estate  acquired 
by  it  by  adoption.'  In  North  Carolina,  upon  the  death 
of  an  illegitimate  son,  intestate,  married,  and  without 
issue,  leaving  a  legitimate  half-sister  born  of  the  same 
mother,  his  real  estate  descends  to  such  sister.*  As  a  rule, 
a  bastard  legitimized  by  the  legislature  may  inherit,*  and 
such  legitimized  bastard  may  take  lineally  or  collaterally 
from  its  father.'  But  an  illegitimate  sister  of  an  ille- 
gitimate married  woman  dying  intestate  cannot  take  to 
the  exclusion  of  her  husband;^  and  brothers  and  sisters 
take  in  preference  to  an  illegitimate  child,  under  the  law 
in  force  in  Indiana  in  1876.'  The  code  of  Louisiana 
makes  a  distinction  between  acknowledged  natural  chil- 
dren and  adulterine  children,  allowing  the  former  to  take 
as  legatees,  but  not  the  latter,  except  to  a  small  amount." 
Whatever  rights  a  bastard  may  possess  under  existing 
laws,  a  law  cannot  reach  back  so  as  to  impart  to  an  ille- 
gitimate child  the  right  to  inherit." 


1  Briggs  V.  Greene,  10  R.  I.  495. 
»  Parks  V.  Kirnes,  100  Ind.  148. 
»  Krug  V.  Davis,  87  Ind.  590. 

*  Powers  V.  Kite,  83  N.  C.  157. 
'  Shelton  v.  Wright,  25  Ga.  636. 

*  McKamie  v.  Baskerville,  2  Pickle, 
459.  See  also  Williams  v.  Williams, 
11  Lea,  652;  Swaa,°oii  v.  Swauson,  2 
Swan,  459. 

'  Scoggins  V.  Barnes,  8  Baxt.  560. 
It  was  said  that  the  course  of  descent 
under  the  code  would  be  first  to  the 
child  or  children  of  the  illegitimate, 
if  any  there  be;  if  none,  then  to  the  sur- 
viving husband  or  wife.  If  neither  of 
the  latter  survive,  then  to  the  mother; 
and  if  there  be  uo  surviving  mother, 


then  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  by 
the  mother,  and  their  descendants: 
Scoggins  V.  Barnes,  8  Baxt.  561.  Suu 
Riley  v.  Byrd,  3  Head,  20;  Webb  r. 
Webb,  3  Head,  69. 

^  Borroughs  v.  Adams,  78  Ind.  100, 
'  Gaines  v.  Hennen,  24  How.  553. 
"  Brown  v.  Belmade,  3  Kan.  41.  For 
an  able  presentation  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  bastards'  rights  to  inherit, 
see  Dickinson's  Appeal,  42  Oonu.  491; 
19  Am.  Rep.  553.  For  a  determina- 
tion of  what  acknowledgment  is  ne- 
cessary under  the  California  statute 
relating  to  adoption  of  an  illegitimate 
child,  see  Jessup's  Estate,  81  Cal. 
408. 
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I1.LUSTRAT10NS.  — A  survived  his  sister  and  her  only  child,  an 
illegitimate  daughter.  A  died  intestate,  leaving  no  issue,  but 
B,  the  son  of  the  illegitimate  daughter,  survived  him.  Held, 
that  B  could  not  inherit  from  A:  Berry  v.  Owens's  Heirs,  5 
Bush,  4o2.  A  statute  provided  that  illegitimate  children  of  an 
unmarried  woman  should  inherit  from  the  mother.  Another 
statute  provided* that  the  property  of  an  intestate  should  de- 
scend to  the  "children."  Held,  that  the  word  "children,"  in 
the  latter  statute,  had  reference  to  lawful  children  only,  and 
that  the  illegitimate  children  of  a  married  woman  were  left 
subject  to  the  common-law  rule,  and  could  not  inherit  from  her: 
BlacUaws  v.  Milne,  82  111.  505;  25  Am.  Kep.  339.  C.  died,  leav- 
ing' no  parents,  brothers,  or  sisters,  and  no  blood  relative  nearer 
tlan  an  own  cousin.  Before  C.'s  death  her  sister  had  an  ille- 
gitimate daughter,  who  had  legitimate  sons.  Both  the  sister 
and  her  illegitimate  daughter  deceased  before  C,  but  the  sons 
survived  C.  Held,  that  C.'s  estate  was  inheritable  by  the  sons 
through  their  mother  and  grandmother:  Dickinson's  Appeal,  42 
Conn.  491;  19  Am.  Rep.  553. 

§  3138.    Evidence  Necessary  to  Establish  Heirship.  — 

It  is  a  general  rule  tliat  a  person  claiming  land  by  de- 
scent must  entitle  himself  as  heir  of  the  person  last  seised 
in  fee;'  or,  as  the  rule  has  been  elsewhere  laid  down,  where 
a  party  claims  as  heir,  he  must  first  establish  affirmatively 
his  relationship  with  the  deceased,  and  second,  negatively, 
that  no  other  descendant  exists  to  impede  the  descent  to 
the  plaintiff.=^  So  heirship  will  not  be  inferred  from  the 
mere  fact  of  relationship,  as  that  the  parties  are  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  deceased ;=*  and  if  required,  some  evi- 
deuce,  other  than  the  name  is  necessary.*  So  where  title 
is  claimed  to  be  in  the  father,  because  of  Ids  son's  death, 
not  only  must  the  death  of  the  son  be  shown,  but  also 
tliat  he  died  without  issue.*  In  Pennsylvania,  it  is  held 
that  a  written  title,  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  court  of  the 

'  Jackson  ex  dem.  Lawrence  v.  Hil- 
ton, 16  Johns.  9(i;  Bates  r.  Schroeder. 
13  Johns.  2()0. 

^  Anson  v.  Stein,   6  Iowa,  150,  152; 

Payne's  Adm'r  v.  Payne,  29  Vt.  172; 

70  Am.  Dec.  402.    Parties  claiming  as 

heirs  must  show  their  conuectiou  aa 

820 


such  with  the  intestate:  Chandler  v 
Bailey,  89  Mo.  641. 

^  Payne's. Adm'r  v.  Payne,  29  Vt. 
172;  70  Am.  Dec.  402. 

*  Mooers  v.  Bunker,  29  N.  H.  420. 

'  Stinchfield  v.  Emerson,  52  Me. 
466;  82  Am.  Dec.  524. 
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heirship  claimed,  must  be  produced.^  An  illegitimate 
child,  in  order  to  take  by  descent  real  estate  of  his  father, 
must  prove  the  intestacy,  and  that  there  are  no  heirs 
resident  in  the  United  States.*  To  prove  heirship  in  Hk 
collateral  line,  a  party  must  show  the  descent  of  himstll 
and  the  person  last  seised  from  some  common  ancestor, 
and  the  extinction  of  all  those  lines  of  descent  which  would 
otherwise  be  entitled  before  him.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  witness  testified  that  the  person  died 
without  issue,  leaving  his  brother,  his  nephew,  and  niece.  Held, 
incompetent,  and  that,  to  sustain  the  claim  of  heirship  of  the 
persons  named,  the  relationship  of  the  alleged  brother  to  tlie 
deceased  must  be  shown  by  proof  of  his  descent  from  the  pa- 
rents of  the  deceased,  and  their  marriage;  and  that  the  relation- 
ship to  the  deceased  of  the  parents  of  the  alleged  nephew  and 
niece  must  be  shown,  also  thidr  marriage,  and  that  such  parties 
were  the  issue  of  such  marriage:  Morrill  v.  ^tis,  12  N.  H.  4(56. 

>  Lipman's  Appeal,  30  Pa.  St.  180;  »  Emerson  r.  vVhite,  29  N.  H.  48-J, 
72  Am.  Dec.  692.  492. 

»  Cox  V.  Rash,  82  Iiul.  519. 
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CHAPTER  CLIV. 

THE  INSTRUMENT. 

Will  defied. 

What  papers  or  writings  constitute  a  will. 

Whether  a  paper  is  a  deed  or  a  will. 

Extraneous  papers,  when  part  of  will. 

Writings  which  are  not  wills. 

Form  and  requisites  of  will. 

Contingent  wills. 

Partial  wills —  WUls  imperfectly  executed,  and  unexecuted  wills. 

Olographic  wills. 

Nuncupative  wills  — What  are  —  Requisites  and  validity  o«. 

Nuncupative  wills—  Who  may  make. 

Nuncupative  wills— What  property  may  be  willed. 

Agreement  to  make  wUl  or  to  leave  property  —  Expectation  of  com- 

pensation  by  will  for  services. 
Joint  or  mutual  wills. 
Codicils. 

Inclosing  and  depositing  wUl  for  preservation,  and  delivery  of  will 

so  deposited. 
At  what  time  will  takes  effect. 


§  3139.  Will  Defined.— An  instrument  is  said  to  be 
a  will,  whatever  its  form,  if  the  intention  of  the  maker  to 
dispose  of  his  estate  after  death  be  sufficiently  manifested, 
and  this  intention  be  lawful  in  itself,  and  the  writing  have 
the  statutory  formalities.*  A  will  has  been  also  "defined 
to  be  any  instrument  whereby  a  person  makes  a  disposi- 


'  WaU  p.  Wall,  30  Miss.  91;  64  Am. 
Deo.  147;  Babb  v.  Harrison,  9  Rich. 
Eq.  Ill;  70  Am.  Dec  203.     "Will" 


includes  codicils,  nnder  California 
statute:  Deering's  Pol.  Code,  sec.  17, 
p.  5;  Deering's  Civ.  Code,  mo.  14,  p.  5. 
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tion  of  liis  property  to  take  effect  after  his  death."'  An- 
other definition,  adopted  from  Bhickstone  by  the  court  in 
a  recent  case  before  the  United  States  supreme  court, 
declares  a  will  to  be  "the  legal  declaration  of  a  man's 
intention  which  he  wills  to  be  performed  after  his  death."' 
Another  element  which  enters  into  the  determination  of 
what  is  a  will  is  set  forth  in  the  definition  given  by  the 
court  in  a  late  Maryland  case,  where  it  is  said  that  the 
"word  'will'  has  a  technical  meaning,  and  implies  an 
instrument  executed  in  conformity  with  prescribed  for- 
malities, but  subject  to  alteration  or  cancellation  at  the 
volition  of  the  maker,"  to  take  effect  after  death;'  and  "it 
is  this  ambulatory  quality  whioh  forms  the  character, 
istic  of  wills."*  The  instrument,  however,  should  not 
vest  a  present  interest,  because  it  is  not  then  testamen- 
tary;  it  must  only  appoint  what  is  to  be  done  after  the 
maker's  death,  in  order  to  constitute  a  will  within  the 
meaning  of  that  word  as  determined  by  the  adjudicated 
cases.* 

§  3140.  What  Papers  or  Writings  Constitute  a  Will. 
— It  is  held  that  although  the  intent  be  to  make  some 
instrument  other  than  a  will,  yet  if  language  testamen- 
tary in  law  be  used,  it  is  a  will.*  So  "  an  instrument  in 
any  form,  whether  a  deed-poll  or  an  indenture,  if  the 
obvious  purpose  is  not  to  take  place  till  after  the  death  of 
the  person  making  it,  shall  operate  as  a  will.  It  may  be 
by  an  indorsement  on  a  note;  or  by  letter.  Whatever  be 
its  form,  if  it  vests  no  present  interest,  but  only  directs 
what   is  to   be   done  after   the   death   of  the  maker,  it 


'  Cover  V.  Stem,  67  Md.  449;  Care  v. 
Dennis,  13  Md.  1. 

'  2  Bla.  Com.  499;  cited  in  Colton  v. 
Col  ton,  127  U.  S.  300,  309,  and  in 
Frew  V.  Clarke,  80  Pa.  St.  170,  178. 
See  also  Bailey  v.  Bailey,  5  Cush.  245. 

»  Wilks  V.  Burns,  60  Md.  64,  68. 

*  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott'i  notes,  26. 


"Turner  v.  Scott,  51  Pa.  St.  126, 
134;  Book  V.  Book,  104  Pa.  St.  240, 
245;  Frederick's  Appeal,  52  Pa.  St. 
338;  5)1  Am.  Dec.  159;  Freww.  Clarke, 
80  Pa.  St.  170. 

"Turner  v.  Scott,  61  Pa.  St.  126, 
134;  Book  v.  Book,  104  Fa.  St.  240, 
245. 
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is  testamentary.  The  essence  of  the  definition  is,  that 
it  is  a  disposition  to  take  ellect  after  death.  Nor  does  it 
matter  that  the  person  intended  to  make  a  note  instead 
of  a  will.  If  he  used  language  which  the  law  holds  to  be 
testamentary,  his  intention  is  to  be  gathered  from  the 
legal  import  of  the  words  he  employed.  No  form  of 
words  is  necessary  to  make  ?  valid  will.  The  form  of  the 
instrument  is  immaterial,  if  Us  substance  is  testamen- 
tary.'" In  conformity  with  the  foregoing  principles, 
various  instruments  have  been  held  to  be  testamentary, 
although  their  form  was  other  than  that  of  a  will.  A 
paper  which  appears  to  be  an  assignment  or  gift,  in- 
tended to  be  consummated  in  the  testator's  lifetime,  has 
been  held  to  be  a  will.*  So  bonds,  checks,  or  bills  of  ex- 
change, contracts,  diaries,  and  letters  may  be  testamen- 
tary.* So  may  a  gift  of  land  or  disposition  of  property, 
to  take  effect  after  the  death  of  the  donor.*  So  a  paper  is 
a  will,  although  imperfectly  executed,  where  such  want  of 
execution  results  from  the  act  of  God,  and  is  not  conse- 
quent upon  any  change  of  purpose  or  abandonment  of 
intent  to  make  a  testament  by  the  testator.* 

In  determining  whether  an  instrument  is  a  testament 
or  contract,  the  courts  do  not  allow  the  use  of  language 
peculiar  to  either  class  of  instruments,  nor  even  the  belief 
of  the  maker  as  to  the  character  of  the  instrument,  to  con- 
trol inflexibly  their  conclusion  as  to  its  character;  but 
giving  due  weight  to  these  circumstances,  the  courts  look 
further,  and  will  weigh  all  the  language,  as  well  as  the 
facts   and   circumstances   surrounding   the   parties    and 


'  The  court  in  Frew  v.  Clarke,  80 
Pa.  St.  170,  178;  citing  Habergliam  v. 
Vincent,  2  Ves.  Jr.  204;  Hunt  v.  Hunt, 
4  N.  H.  434;  17  Am.  Dec.  4.34;  Morell 
V.  Dickey,  1  Johns.  Ch.  153;  Turner 
V.  Scott,  51  Pa.  St.  12(5;  RedtiuUl  on 
Wills,  5;  Patterson  v.  English,  71  Pa. 
8t.  458;  Rose  v.  Quick,  30  Pa.  St.  225; 
Frederick's  Appeal,  52  Pa.  St.  338;  91 
Am.  Dec.  159. 


«  Wareham  v.  Sellers,  9  Gill  &  J. 
98;  Skerrett's  Estate,  07  Cal.  585. 

'  Note  to  Burlington  University  v. 
Barrett,  92  Am.  Dec.  384. 

*  Singleton  v.  Bremar,  4  McCord,  12; 
17  Am.  Dec.  C9".>;  Frederick's  Appeal, 
52  Pa.  St.  338;  91  Am.  Dec.  159. 

*  Guthrie  v.  Owen,  2  Humph.  202; 
36  Am.  Dec.  311;  Couch  v.  Couch,  7 
Ala.  519. 
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attending  the  execution  of  tlie  pnpcr,  nnd  will  give  to  it 
such  character  as  will  best  effectuate  the  manifest  inton- 
tion  of  the  maker.*  And  it  is  held  that  a  paper  may  be 
made  a  last  will  and  testament  by  adoption,  although  it 
was  not  such  at  the  time  it  was  written."  So  a  paper 
intended  as  a  memorandum  may  bo  made  a  will  by  the 
act  of  God,  happening  when  the  scrivener  has  not  coin- 
pleted  the  formal  will  from  the  memorandum,  the  int(  ii- 
tion  of  the  testator  having  continued  until  the  act  of  God 
prevented  the  execution  of  the  instrument;  nor  is  an 
immediate  or  sudden  death  necessary,  if  the  jury  are  sat- 
isfied,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  intention  was  uii- 
changed  respecting  the  provisions  of  the  will.* 

Illustrations. — A  paper  read,  "M'd,  September  4,  18S4. 
At  my  death,  my  estate  or  my  executor  pay  to  July  Ann  Cover 
three  thousand  dollars.  David  Engel,  of  P.  [Seal.]  Wit- 
ness: Columbus  Cover."  Held,  to  be  testamentary,  and  not 
an  obligation  for  the  payment  of  money:  Cover  v.  Stem,  G7 
Md.  449.  An  instrument  in  writing  read  as  follows:  "Know 
all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  James  McCully,  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  do  hereby  order  and  direct  my  administrators 
or  executors,  in  case  of  my  death,  to  pay  Robert  D.  Clarke  tlie 
sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  as  a  token  of  my  regard 
for  him,  and  to  commemorate  the  long  friendship  existing 
between  us.  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  seventeenth  day 
of  April,  A.  D.  1872.  James  McCully.  [l.  s.]  "  Held,  to  be 
testamentary:  Frew  v.  Clarke,  80  Pa.  St.  170.  A  decedent 
wrote  and  signed  on  the  back  of  a  business  letter,  addressed  to 
a  man  and  his  wife,  the  following,  addressed  to  the  wife; 
"After  my  death  you  are  to  have  forty  thousand  dollars;  this 
you  are  to  have,  will  or  no  will;  take  care  of  this  until  my 
death."  Held,  a  valid  testamentarv  gift  of  personalty:  Byers 
V.  Hoppe,  61  Md.  207;  48  Am.  Rep.' 89.  The  payee  of  a  note 
wrote  upon  the  back:  "If  I  am  not  living  at  the  time  this 
note  is  paid,  I  order  the  contents  to  be  paid  to  A.  H.,"  and. 
having  signed  it,  died  before  the  note  was  paid.  Held,  entitled 
to  be  admitted  to  probate  as  a  will:  H^tnt  v.  Hunt,  4  N.  H. 
434;  17  Am.  Dec.  434.     A  paper  properly  attested  and  other- 

*  Burlington  University  v.  Barrett,  Am.  Dec.  6S0.    A  conveyance  of  wliat 

22  Iowa,  (JO;  92  Am.  Dec.  376.  the  grantor  shall  die  seised  of  is  a  will; 

'  Boofter  V.  Rogers,  9  Gill,  44;  52  Note  to  Kimbro  v.  Lytic,  31  Am.  Dec. 

Am.  Dec.  680.  585.    See  note  to  Carlton  v.  Cameron, 

»  Boofter  v.  Rogers,  9  Gill,  44;  52  38  Am.  Rep.  621. 
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wise  regular  in  form  read:  '*!,  A,  out  of  my  love  ^or  my  sister 
B,  do  agree  to  make  her  my  heir  if  she  outlives  me;  and  I,  A, 
out  of  my  love  for  my  sister  A,  do  agree  to  make  her  my  heir  if 
she  outlives  me."  Ifdd,  a  will:  Evans  v.  Smith,  28  Ga.  98;  73 
Am.  Dec.  751.  A  soldier,  in  active  military  service  during  the 
late  Civil  War  in  the  United  States,  wrote  a  letter  to  his  sister 
substantially  to  the  effect  that  if  he  was  killed,  he  desired  her 
to  have  all  his  property.  i/eW,  a  will:  liotsford  v.  Krake,  I 
Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  112. 

§  3141.    Whether  a  Paper  is  a  Deed  or  a  Will.  —  An 

instrument  may  be  a  will,  although  it  is  in  the  form  of  a 
deed,  if  it  is  revocable  at  pleasure,  and  is  not  to  take  effect 
until  the  death  of  the  maker,  and  is  properly  attested  and 
otherwise  regular  in  form;*  and  this  was  also  held  where 
the  writing  commenced  with  the  words  "  this  dyed  of  con- 
veyance," and  was  in  form  a  deed,  and  was  acknowledged 
ussuch,  it  appearing  that  the  words  used  were  testamen- 
tarv,  and  it  was  not  to  "take  effect  until  after"  the 
maker's  death,  and  gave  only  the  remainder  of  the  property 
left  after  the  payment  of  all  the  maker's  debts.^  "  The 
line  of  separation  between  what  constitutes  a  deed  and  a 
will    is  sometimes  so  shadowy  as  to  make  it   extremely 

doubtful  whether  it  is  the  one  or  the  other If  the 

intention  be  to  convey  a  present  estate,  though  the  posses- 
sion be  postponed  until  after  his  death,  the  instrument  is 
a  deed;  if  an  interest  accruing,  and  having  an  effect  after 
his  death,  it  is  a  will."'  And  if  it  appear  doubtful  from  the 
face  of  an  instrument  whether  the  person  executing  it 
intended  it  to  operate  as  a  deed  or  a  will,  it  is  proper  to 
ascertain  the  intention  of  such  person  not  only  from  the 
contents  of  the  paper,  but  also  from  evidence  showing 
how  the  maker  really  considered  it.*  An  instrument  in 
form  of  a  deed  is  a  will,  v.'here  the  property  it  purports  to 
convey  is  an  undivided   interest   in   that  of  which  the 


'  Evans  v.  Smith,  28  Ga.  98;  73  Am. 
Dec,  751.  See  Jackson  v.  Culpepper, 
3Ga.  5ti9. 

'Cunningham  v.  Davis,  62  Miss.  3C6. 


'  The  court  in  Williams  v,  Tolbert, 
66  Gil.  127-128. 

*  Robcrtsoti  V.  Dunn,  2  Murph.  133; 
6  Am.  Dec.  525. 
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grantor  shall  die  seised.*  So  a  paper  may  be  partly  a 
deed  and  partly  testamentary.'  But  there  is  no  middle 
ground  in  determining  whether  a  paper  is  a  deed  or  will, 
and  it  being  not  absolutely  a  will,  it  must  be  a  deed,  espe- 
cially where  it  passes  property  in  the  donor's  lifetime." 

Illustrations.  —  An  instrument  read:  "Due  at  my  death,  to 
Haney  Johnson,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
from  the  general  fund  of  my  estate,  as  a  gift.  The  condition  of 
the  above  bond  or  obligation  is  such  that  whereas  for  the  fidelity 
and  obedience  as  well  as  the  natural  love  and  affection  tliat  i 
have  for  my  daughter,  Haney  Johnson,  I  donate  in  the  above 
manner  what  I  design  for  her  at  my  death."  iSaid  paper  was 
duly  attested,  dated,  and  signed.  Held,  a  will  and  not  a  deed; 
Johnson  v.  Yancey,  20  Ga.  707;  65  Am.  Dec.  646.  A  deed  was 
made  by  a  father  to  his  child,  but  was  not  delivered.  Held, 
that  it  could  operate  as  a  will:  Crain  v.  Grain,  21  Tex.  71)0. 
An  instrument  in  the  form  of  a  deed  granted  certain  property 
after  the  payment  of  debts  and  funeral  expenses.  Held^  a  will: 
Hall  V.  Bragg,  28  Ga.  330. 

§  3142.     Extraneous  Papers,  when  Part  of  Will  —  A 

paper  may  be  referred  to  and  made  a  part  of  a  will,  if  such 
paper  is  then  in  existence,  and  is  so  referred  to  in  the  will 
that  it  is  capable  of  being  identified  from  inspection  or 
by  the  aid  of  parol  or  other  evidence.*  So  notes  made  by 
the  testator,  payable  at  his  death,  when  folded  up  with  hiri 
will,  referred  to  and  clearly  identified  therein,  and  remain- 
ing in  his  possession  at  his  death,  are  a  part  of  his  will' 
And  schedules  referred  to  in  a  will  and  attached  thereto 
should  be  construed  with  the  will  as  one  instrument 
together  constituting  the  will  of  the  testator.®  But  a 
paper  purporting  to  be  a  schedule  of  advancements  made 


'  Watkins  r.  Dean,  10  Yerg.  320;  .31 
Am.  Def.  583;  Brewer  v.  Baxter,  41 
Ga.  2K;  5  Am.  Rep.  530. 

^  Burlington  University  r.  Barrett, 
22  Iowa,  60;  92  Am.  Dec.  376.  So  in 
(Jeorgia:  Stimsou'a  American  Statute 
i_,aw,  sec.  2652. 

•"  Hileman  v.  Bouslaugh,  13  Pa.  St. 
344;  53  Am.  Dec.  474.  As  to  dis- 
tinction between  willi  and  ilueds  or 
contracts,    see    note    to     Burlington 


University  v.  Barrett,  92  Am.  Dec. 
383 

♦In  re  Shillaber,  74  Cal.  144;  5 
Am.  St.  Rep.  433;  Newton  v.  Sea- 
man's Friend  Society,  130  Ma^iS.  91; 
39  Am.  Rep.  433. 

"  Fickle  r.  Snepp,  97  Ind.  289;  49 
Am.  Rep.  449,  and  note  454.  See  hIm) 
Ke.itield  on  Wills,  264. 

6  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  5  I^  .a. 
St.  Rep.  117. 
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by  the  alleged  testator  to  some  of  his  children  does  not 
form  part  of  the  will;*  nor  may  a  paper  referred  to  in  a 
will,  but  not  in  existence  until  after  the  will  is  executed, 
be  admitted  to  probate  as  a  part  thereof.' 

Illustrations.  ~  A  will  bequeaths  property  to  the  executor, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  directed  in  a  letter  to  him,  from  the  testa- 
tor, of  the  same  date,  and  such  letter  was  written  and  signed 
after  the  will  was  executed,  though  on  the  same  day.  Held,  that 
o,^.?," ,  "^^  ^'®  admitted  to  probate  as  a  part  thereof:  In  re 
S/ullaher,  74  Cal.  144;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  433. 

§  3143.  Writings  Which  are  not  Wills.  —  Memo- 
randa  of  advancements  made  by  the  deceased,  no  matter 
how  strictly  kept  or  clearly  proved,  or  his  dying  words, 
spoken  in  the  presence  of  all  his  family,  no  matter  how 
juGt,  unless  they  can  be  proved  as  a  will,  cannot  be  held 
to  constitute  a  testament;'  and  a  testamentary  paper,  by 
its  terms,  to  take  effect  only  on  the  happening  of  a  certain 
contingency,  cannot  be  admitted  to  probate  as  a  will,  if 
the  contingency  does  not  happen;*  nor  will  an  instrument 
constitute  a  will  or  testament,  which  is  only  an  agree- 
ment, made  before  marriage,  whereby  the  wife  is  vested 
with  certain  property,  with  the  right  to  hold  and  dispose 
of  the  same;*  nor  will  a  paper  which  passes  a  present 
estate,  or  the  present  possession  or  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty,  and  which  is  not  dependent  on  the  decease  of  the 
maker  for  effect.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  deed  of  gift  contained  the  following 
provision:  "It  is  liereby  expressly  stipulated  and  agreed 
between  the  parties  to  this  deed  of  gift,  that  the  said  Elijah 
[grantor]  reserves  to  himself  a  life  estate  in  the  tract  of  land 
herein,  and  hereby  conveyed,  to  have,  use,  and  enjoy  the  same 
during  his  natural  life,  and  to  take  and  enjoy  the  rents,  issues, 

A  '  ^,'",^'^'11  "•  Barr,  5  Pa.  St.  441;  47  »  Sims  v.  Sims,  39  Ga.  108;  99  Am. 

Am.  Dec.  418.  Dec.  450. 

'  In   re   Shillaber,    74  Cal.    144;    5  ♦  Morrow's  Appeal,  116  Pa.  St.  440; 

Am.  ht.  Rep.  433.     As  to  adopting  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  616. 

existing  paper  l)y  reference,  see  note  *  Michael  v.  Baker,   12  Md.   158-  71 

to   Fickle    V.    Suepp,   49   Am.    liep.  Am.  Dec.  593. 

^''*-  •  See  §§3140,  3141,  an^e. 
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and  profits  of  the  same  during  his  life  only."  Held,  not  a 
will:  Williams  v.  Tolbert,  66  Ga.  127.  One  who  was  about 
to  leave  liome  for  a  neighboring  town  wrote  and  signed  a 
paper, couimencing:  "I  am  going  to  town  with  my  drill,  and  i 
aint  feeling  good,  and  in  case  if  i  shouldend  get  back,  do  as  i 
say  on  this  paper,"  etc.;  and  he  went  to  town,  where  he  became 
ill,  but  was  taken  home,  and  died  soon  afterwards.  Held,  that 
the  paper  could  not  be  admitted  to  probate  as  a  will:  Morrow's 
Appeal,  116  Pa.  St.  440;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  616. 

§  3144.  Form  and  Requisites  of  Will.  —  No  particular 
form  of  words  is  necessary  to  be  followed  in  making  a  will 
of  personal  property;^  and  it  is  no  doubt  a  rule  which 
equally  obtains  in  regard  to  all  property  which  is  dispos- 
able by  will,  the  principle  being,  as  deduced  from  the 
cases  under  the  preceding  sections,  that,  whatever  the 
form  of  the  instrument,  if  the  language  used  be  testa- 
mentary in  law,  and  the  intent  of  the  maker  is  that  the 
writing  should  have  the  force  and  effect  of  a  will,  it  is 
sufficient  to  have  it  operate  as  such;  and  the  statutes  of 
Georgia  and  Louisiana  provide  that  no  particular  form  of 
words  is  necessary.' 

Statutory  provisions  exist  in  most  of  the  states  to  the 
effect  that  wills  must  be  in  writing.  There  are  in  certain 
states,  however,  exceptions  as  to  nuncupative  and  olo- 
graphic wills.^  The  construction  of  this  statutory  re- 
quirement is,  however,  more  liberal  than  the  words  "  in 
writing"  would  seem  to  imply,  since  a  will  written  in  lead 
pencil  instead  of  ink  may  under  such  a  statute  be  valid;  ^ 


^  Leathers  v.  Greenacre,  53  Me. 
561;  Mealing  v.  Pace,  14  Ga.  590; 
Brown  V.  Shaiul,  1  McCorcl,  409;  Hi<ih, 
Appellant,  2  Doug.  515. 

^  .Stim.son's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2()0"2.  And  see  Estate  of  Wood,  36 
Cal.  75;  Means  v.  Means,  5  Strob. 
167;  Rose  v.  Quick,  30  Pa.  St.  'J-.'5; 
Swett  V.  Boarilnian,  1  Mas3.  258;  2 
Am.  Dec.  16;  Lylea  v.  Lylos,  2  Nott 
&  McC.  531;  Johnson  v.  Yancey,  20 
Ga.  707,  708;  65  Am.  Dee.  640;  Stew- 
art V.  Stewart,  5  Conn.  317,  320;  la 
;;e  Gooiis  of  Morgan,  L.  li.  1  Pro.  & 


D.  214;  Robertson  v.  Smith,  L.  R.  2 
Pro.  &  1).  43;  Morvell  v.  Dickey,  1 
Johns.  Ch.  153;  1  Jarman  on  Wills, 
Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes,  33. 

**  Stiinsou's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2640,  and  supplement,  sec.  2640; 
Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1276;  Everhart  r. 
Everhart,  34  Fed.  Rep.  82;  Sutton  v. 
Sutton,  5  Harr.  Del.  459;  Rigg  v.  Wil- 
ton; 13  III.  15;  54  Am.  Deo.  41'J;  1 
Redfield  oa  Wills,  165,  166. 

♦  Myers  v.  Vanderbelt,  84  Pa.  St. 
510;  24  Am.  Rep.  227;  la  re  Dyer,  1 
Da^g.  Eco.  219. 
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and  it  is  further  held  that  the  fact  that  a  will  is  engraved, 
or  wholly  or  partly  printed  or  lithographed,  does  not  in- 
validate it,^  since  "  the  method  of  recording  the  body 
of  the  instrument  is  not  of  great  moment,  the  formality 
of  the  execution  being  the  essential  part.  Nor  will  the 
leaving  of  blank  spaces  in  the  will  render  it  void."  * 
While  a  will  should  be  dated,  yet  the  fact  that  it  is  wrongly 
dated,  or  not  dated  at  all,  does  not  of  itself  make  the  will 
void,  since  the  date  is  not  a  material  part  of  the  will.' 

§  3145.  Contingent  Wills. — A  contingent  will  is  one 
which  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  happening  of  a  contin- 
gency, and  if  it  does  not  happen,  the  will  ought  not  to 
be  admitted  to  probate.*  "  But  there  are  two  points  to 
be  settled  before  a  will  can  be  rejected  from  probate  on 


'  2  Bla.  Com.,  Chitty's  notes,  376; 
1  Jarmau  ou  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Idlcott's  notes,  32;  1  Redtield  on 
Wills,  165,  166. 

'  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  33,  note.  In  connection 
with  this  requirement  that  a  will  must 
be  in  writing,  it  is  held  in  a  late  Wis- 
consin case  that  a  will  may  be  valid 
though  written  in  a  language  not  un- 
derstood by  the  testator:  Will  of  Wal- 
ter, 64  Wis.  487;  54  Am.  Rep.  641. 
Tlie  court  says*  "  This  is  an  interesting, 
and  perhaps  an  important,  question.  It 
has  not  heretoforti  been  raised  in  this 
court,  to  our  knowledge,  and  the  in- 
dustry of  counsel  has  failed  to  find  a 
direct  adjudication  of  the  question 
elsewhere.  However,  in  Redtield  on 
Wilis,  to  the  statement  in  the  text  that 
'  it  seems  to  be  well  settled  that  the 
testator  may  put  his  will  in  any  lan- 
guage he  may  choose,'  there  is  a  note, 
in  which  the  author  says:  'We  doubt 
if  the  common  law  will  allow  of  a 
written  will  being  expressed  in  a  lan- 
guage not  understood  by  the  testator; 
that  would  seem  imiispensable  to  any 
umlerstanding  execution  of  the  instru- 
ment': Vol.  1,  166  (4th  ed.),  note  8. 
No  case  or  authority  is  cited  to  support 
the  opinion  intimated  in  the  last  ex- 
tract. The  reason  given  for  this  opinion 
is,  in  effect,  that  a  person  cannot  have  an 


understanding  of  the  contents  of  an  in- 
strument unless  it  be  written  in  a  lan- 
guage he  knows.  True,  he  may  not  get 
suih  an  understanding  by  reading  the 
instrument  himself,  but  there  are  other 
methods  by  which  he  can  be  accurately 
informed  thereof,  although  he  may  not 
be  able  to  read  understandingly  a  word 
of  the  instrument.  A  vast  amount  of 
accurate  knowledge  is  alone  imparted 
to  the  mass  of  mankind  by  means  of 
translations  from  languages  understood 

by  but  few The  question  is  not 

by  what  means  or  instrumentalities  the 
signer  was  informed  of  the  contents  of 
the  instrument,  but  did  he  know  its 
contents  when  he  signed  it?  No  good 
reason  is  perceived  why  this  is  not 
also  true  of  wills;  ....  the  court 
should  require  satisfactory  proof  that 
the  testator  was  correctly  informed  of 
the  contents  of  the  instrument  he  was 
about  to  execute. " 

»  Deakins  v.  Hollis,  7  Gill  4;  J.  311; 
Wright  V.  Wright,  5  Ind.  .38i).  As  to 
the  use  of  particular  words,  such  as 
"devise,"  "bequest,"  "  land,"  "gift," 
"premises,"  and  the  like,  see  1  Red- 
field  on  Wills,  5,  6,  681;  Lawson'a 
Concordance. 

*  1  Jarniiui  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  28;  1  Redtield  ou  Wills, 
257  et  seq. 
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the  ground  that  it  is  a  conditional  will,  and  that  the 
condition  has  failed:  1.  Whether  the  intention  of  the 
testator  is  to  make  the  validity  of  the  will  dependent 
upon  the  condition,  or  merely  to  state  the  circumstances 
and  inducements  which  led  him  to  make  a  testamentary 
provision;  and  2.  If  the  language  clearly  imports  a  con- 
dition, whether  it  applies  to  and  affects  the  whole  will,  or 
only  some  parts  of  it.'" 

Illustrations.  —  A  will  read,  *'  If  I  never  get  back  home,  I 
leave  you  everything  I  have,"  and  the  maker  of  the  will  re- 
turned home.  Held,  a  contingent  will,  but  that  it  should  not  l)e 
probated  as  a  will:  Maxwell  v.  Maxwell,  3  Met.  (Ky.)  101. 

§3146.  Partial  Wills  — Wills  Imperfectly  Executed, 
and  Unexecuted  Wills. — A  person  of  sound  mind  even  in 
extremis  may  make  a  partial  will  or  gift;  and  the  fact  that 
he  attempts  at  the  same  time,  and  as  part  of  the  same 
transaction,  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  his  property,  but  for 
some  cause  the  disposition  is  ineffectual  as  to  part  of  it, 
will  not  prevent  its  being  effectual  as  to  the  other  part." 
So  a  will  which  purports  to  dispose  of  both  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  may  be  established  as  a  valid  testamentary 
disposition  of  the  personalty,  although  it  may  not  have 
been  so  published  as  to  constitute  a  legal  disposition  of 
the  realty.'  And  where  a  will  was  finished  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  attestation  clause  and  the  clause  appointing 
an  executor,  and  the  draughtsman  left,  and  did  not  return 
until  the  next  day,  when  the  testator  was  mentally  incapa- 
ble of  finishing  it,  and  filled  in  those  clauses  himself,  it  was 
admitted  to  probate  as  far  as  the  personalty  was  con- 
cerned, it  comprising  within  its  scope  all  the  objects  of 
the  testator's  bounty,  and  the  instrument  showing  that 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  deduction  from  or  charge  upon 
the  bequests  would  have  been  added.* 

*  Damoa     v.      Damon,     8      Allen,     Am.  Dec.   183.     See  Ellis  v.  Ellis,  15 
192.  Ala.  2'Jl);  50  Am.  Dec.  132. 

»  Henschel  v.  Maurer,  69  Wis.  576;         ♦Guthrie  r.  Owen,  2  Humph.  202; 
2  Am.  St.  Kep.  757.  36  Am.  Dec.  311.     As  to  uuexecuied 

•  Offutt  V.  Offutt,  3  B.  Men.  102;  38     wills,  see  note  Id.  316. 
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§  3147.  Olographic  Wills. — Any  instrument  intended 
as  a  will,  entirely  written,  dated,  and  signed  by  the  tes- 
tator, is  clothed  with  all  the  formalities  of  law  required 
to  constitute  a  valid  olographic  will.^  The  requisites  of 
an  olographic  will  are  a  matter  of  statutory  enactment 
iu  many  states.  These  provisions,  however,  dififer  but 
little.  Some  of  them  provide  that  such  will  must  be  sub- 
scribed by  the  testator,  or  his  name  inserted,  while  in 
others  it  is  sufficient  if  it  is  signed  like  any  other  will; 
and  three  of  the  states  require  that  such  will  shall  be  proved 
by  a  certain  number  of  witnesses;  while  in  some  states  it 
is  necessary  that  the  will  be  found  among  the  testator's 
valuable  papers,  or  in  a  special  place,  lodged  for  safe- 
keeping; while  in  none  of  them  is  attestation  by  witnesses 
required.'*  But  it  lo  decided  in  California  that  a  will  con- 
sisting of  a  printed  form,  with  the  blanks  filled  in  with  the 
testator's  handwriting,  is  not  an  olographic  will,  and  that 
no  part  of  it  can  stand;'  though  script  may  be  proved  as 
an  olographic  will,  although  attested  by  subscribing  wit- 
nesses.* And  an  instrument  will  be  established  as  such 
will,  although  it  has  upon  it  an  attestation  clause  unwit- 
nessed.* But  such  will  is  not  sufficiently  signed  when  the 
testator  writes  his  name  at  the  commencement  thereof, 
unless  it  appears  affirmatively,  from  something  on  the  face 
of  the  paper,  that  the  testator  meant  it  as  his  signature.** 
Although  an  olographic  will  is  otherwise  complete,  yet  it 
is  not  sufficiently  signed  by  an  indorsement  on  the  back 
as  follows:  "  Roy's  will," — that  being  the  testator's  name.' 


'  Ehrenberg's  Succession,  21  La. 
Ann.  280:  99  Am.  Dec.  729.  See  also, 
as  to  the  requisites  and  sufficiency  of 
au  olographic  will  in  Louisiana,  the 
statutes  of  that  state;  State  v.  Martin, 
2  La.  Ann.  667;  Lagrave  v.  Merle,  5 
Li.  Ann.  278;  52  Am.  Dec.  591;  Phil- 
brick  V,  Spangler,  15  La.  Ann.  46; 
Williams  v.  Hanly,  15  La.  Ann.  286. 
See  also,  on  olographic  wills,  note  to 
Lagrave  v.  Merle,  52  Am.  Deo.  591. 

''  IStimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2645,  and  supplement,  sec.  2645. 

'  Estate  of  Rand,  61   Cal.  468;  44 


Am.  Rep.  555;  see  Estate  of  Billings, 
64  Cal.  427. 

*  Brown  v.  Beaver,  3  Jones,  516;  67 
Am.  Dec.  255. 

"  Hill  V.  Bell,  Phill.  (N.  C.)  122;  93 
Am.  Dec.  583. 

*  Raijisey  v.  Ramsey's  Executor,  13 
Gratt.  664;  70  Am.  Dec.  438;  Roy  v. 
Roy,  16  Gratt.  418;  84  Am.  Dlo. 
696. 

'  Roy  V.  Roy,  16  Gratt.  418;  84  Am. 
Dec.  61)6.  Olographic  will  should  l;e 
dated:  Estate  of  Martin,  58  Cal.  530; 
see  Clarke  v.  Ransom,  50  Cal.  595. 


§  3148 


WILLS. 


5120 


"■*t« 


Illustrations.  —  The  writer  of  an  olographic  will  placed  it 
in  a  trunk  with  his  moneys  and  valiiable  papers,  and  left  the 
trunk  and  contents  in  a  friend's  house  for  safe-keeping,  inform- 
ing him  of  all  the  contents,  and  that  he  had  a  presentiment  uf 
Boon  dying.  Held,  that  the  olograph  was  "  found  among  the  valu- 
able papers  or  effects,"  within  the  meaning  of  a  statutory  require- 
ment for  deposit:  Hill  v.  Bell,  Phill.  (N.  C.)  122;  93  Am.  Doc. 
683.  A  document,  written,  signed,  and  dated  entirely  by  the 
hand  of  the  testator,  read  as  follows:  "$100,000.  New  Orleans. 
January  25,  1848.  Four  years  from  and  after  my  death  1 
hereby  authorize  and  direct  (and  will)  my  executors  to  ])ay 
unto  Francis  Pena  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  John  ^Ic  - 
Donogh."  Held,  valid  as  an  olographic  will:  Pena  v.  i\Vi< 
Orleans,  13  La.  Ann.  86;  71  Am.  Dec.  506. 

§3148.  Nuncupative  Wills — What  Are— Requisites 
and  Validity  of.  —  A  verbal  disposition  of  his  property 
made  by  the  testator  in  extremis  constitutes  a  nuncupative 
will,  and  should  be  afterwards  reduced  to  writing.^  This 
last  provision  is  a  statutory  requirement  in  most  of  the 
states,  and  in  some  of  them  the  will  is  declared  to  be 
absolutely  void  unless  it  is  so  wntten  out.  Such  statutes 
limit  the  time  within  which  the  will  must  be  reduced  to 
writing.^  Nuncupative  testaments  in  Louisiana  must  be 
drawn  up  in  writing  by  the  testator,  or  some  person  for 
hira,  and  may  be  by  public  act  or  private  signature,  and 
must  be  signed  by  the  testator,  if  he  knows  how;  or  if  he 
does  not,  then  his  inability  so  to  do  must  be  noted,  and 
must  be  signed  by  witnesses,  or  by  one  for  all  if  the  others 
cannot  write.  If  it  be  under  private  signature,  it  must  be 
written  by  the  testator,  or  by  some  one  for  him,  and  must 
be  read  to  the  witnesses  in  the  testator's  presence,  signed 


1  4  Kent's  Com.  576;  In  re  Heb- 
den's  Will,  20  N.  J.  Eq.  473;  Sykes  r. 
Sykea,  2  Stew,  mi;  20  Am.  Dec.  40. 
See  Winn  v.  Bob,  3  Leigh,  140;  23 
Am.  Dec.  258;  Prince  v.  Hazleton,  20 
Johns.  503;  11  Am.  Dec.  ,307;  Yarn- 
all's  Will,  4  Rawle,  40;  26  Am.  Dec. 
115.  Any  person  may  at  any  time 
make  a  verbal  will  in  some  of  the 
states:  See  statutes  of  Arizona,  Iowa, 
Michigan,  and  New  Mexico. 


*  Statutes  of  Alabama,  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  California,  Colorado,  Da- 
kota, Delaware,  Florida,  Georgia, 
Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kansas,  Ken- 
tucky, L(misiana,  Maine,  Marylainl, 
Minnesota,  Mississii)pi,  Missouri.  Ne- 
braska, New  Hampshire,  New  Jur-sey, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Penn- 
sylvania, South  Carolina,  Teiuu-sce, 
Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  and  Wiscoii- 
siu:     Stiuisuu's     American      iSlatiU« 


5120 


5121 


THE   INSTRUMENT. 


§3148 


ill  placed  it 
ind  left  tlie 
ing,  inforni- 
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uncupative 
ing.^  Tills 
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f  the  others 
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and  witnessed.*    In  California  such  wills  are  not  required 
to  be  in  writing  nor  attested  with  any  formalities.''     But 
as  a  rule,  statutes  relative  to  nuncupative  wills  must  be 
strictly  construed;  and  where  certain  formalities  are  re- 
quired by  statute,  they  must  be  complied  with.^     So  a 
signed  writing  intended  as  a  will,  but  not  duly  attested, 
cannot  be  set  up  as  a  nuncupative  will,<  although  an  im- 
perfect  written  will  may  have  effect  as  a  nuncupative  will, 
if  its  non-completion  in  legal  form  resulted  from  the  act 
of  God,  or  from  any  cause  other  than  an  actual  intention 
to  abandon  it  or  postpone  its  consummation."     But  if 
such  nuncupative  will  nowhere  contains  a  declaration  that 
it  was  written  by  a  notary,  it  is  a  nullity .«     And  in  the 
same  state  in  which  the  last  case  was  decided  it  was  de- 
termined  that,  under  an  early  statute  which  required  such 
will  to  be  dictated  by  the  testator,  the  word  "dictation" 
was  used  in  a  technical  sense,  and  meant  to  pronounce 
orally  what  was  destined  to  be  written  at  the  same  time 
by  another;'   also,  that  a  nuncupative  will  resting  upon 
the  testimony  of  the  notary  before  whom  it  was  executed 
and  two  witnesses  was  void,  and  not  in  compliance  with 
the  then  existing  law.* 

The  reason  of  the  rule  as  to  strict  compliance  with  the 
statutory  requisites  partly  exists  because  nuncupative 
wills  are  not  favored  in  law,  owing  to  the  temptation  and 


Law,  sec.  2704,  supplement,  sec.  2704; 
Welling  V.  Owings,  9  Gill,  467. 
As  to  nuncupative  wills,  see  note  to 
Sykes  v.  Sykes,  20  Am.  Dec.  44; 
and  to  Arnett  v.  Arnett,  27  111.  247: 
81  Am.  Dec.  230. 

'  Voorhies's  Rev.  Civ.  Code,  1875, 
arts.  1575,  1582. 

^  Deering's  Civ.  Code,  sees.  1288. 
1289. 

*  Taylor's  Appeal,  47  Pa.  St.  31; 
Morgan  v.  Stevens,  78  III.  287;  Yar- 
nnll's  Will,  4  Rawle,  46;  26  Am.  Dec. 
115;  Biddle  v.  Biddle,  .36  Md.  630; 
Lucas  V.  Goff,  33  Miss.  629;  Mitchell 
V.  Vickers,  20  Tex.  377. 


*  Stamper  v.  Hooks,  22  Ga.  G03;  68 
Am.  Dec.  511;  Reese  v.  Hawthorn,  10 
Gratt.  548. 

*  Offutt  V.  OflFutt,  3  B.  Mon.  162;  38 
Am.  Dec.  183. 

*Dorrie's  Succession,  37  La.  Ann. 
833.  See  further,  as  to  the  form  and 
requisites  of  such  will  iu  Louisiana, 
Devall  V.  Palms,  20  La.  Ann.  202; 
Shannon  v.  8iiannon,  16  La.  Ann. 
8;  Lawson  v.  Lawson,  12  La.  Ann. 
603. 

■  Prendergast  v.  Prendergast,  16  La. 
Ann.  219;  79  Am.  Dec.  575. 

*  Breaux  v.  Gallusseaux,  14  La. 
Ann.  233;  74  Am.  Dec.  430. 
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facility  of  committing  frauds  in  setting  up  such  wills.* 
And  for  the  same  reason  the  testamentary  capacity  of  the 
maker  of  such  wills  and  the  animus  testandi  must  be 
shown  by  clear  evidence."  The  rule  as  to  strict  compliance 
with  the  statutes  in  making  nuncupative  wills  does  not, 
however,  conflict  with  the  rule  that  no  set  form  of  words 
is  necessary,  and  that  any  words  that  express  a  clear  in- 
tention  to  give  the  estate  to  a  certain  person  will  be  suffi- 
cient  to  pass  the  property.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the 
testator  should  call  upon  persons  present,  by  name,  to  be- 
come witnesses  to  his  will.  Any  form  of  expression,  how- 
ever imperfectly  stated,  so  that  it  conveys  to  the  minds  of 
those  to  whom  it  is  addressed  the  idea  that  the  testator 
desires  them,  or  some  of  them,  to  bear  witness  to  the  dis- 
position he  is  making  of  his  property,  will  be  deemed  a 
compliance  with  the  statute  in  that  regard.'  But  the  stat- 
utes of  most  of  the  states  require  that  two — in  some  states 
three — witnesses  should  have  been  present,  and  have  beon 
requested  by  the  testator  to  be  witnesses  to  such  nuncupa- 
tive will;*  and  it  would  seem  that  at  least  one  such  wit- 
ness is  necessary  to  the  validity  of  such  will.' 

Illustrations.  —  B.,  being  in  extremis,  requests  R.  to  write  his 
will,  which  he  does  at  B.'s  dictation,  and  B.  attempts  to  sign  it, 
but  cannot,  and  requests  R.  to  sign  it  for  him.  While  R.  is  com- 
plying, B.  swoons,  and  dies  without  further  attempt  to  execute 
the  will.  Three  witnesses  are  present,  and  hear  the  bequests, 
and  sign  the  will  as  witnesses.  Held,  a  good  nuncupative  will: 
Phoebe  v.  Boggess,  1  Gratt.  120;  42  Am.  Dec.  543.  A  testator 
made  a  valid  nuncupative  will,  but  lived  nine  days  thereafter, 


'  Yarnall's  Will,  4  Riiwle,  46;  26 
Am.  Dec.  115;  Lucas  v.  Gotf,  33  Mis3. 
629. 

•■•  Yarnall's  Will,  4  Rawle,  46;  26 
Am.  Dec.  115;  Doraey  v,  Sheppanl, 
12  Gill  &  J.  192;  37  Am.  Dec.  77; 
Lucas  V.  GofiF,  33  Miss.  629. 

»  Weir  V.  Chidester,  63  111.  455;  In 
re  Will  of  Hebden,  20  N.  J.  Eq. 
478;  Winn  v.  Bob,  3  Leigh,  140;  23 
Am.  Dec.  258;  Garner  v.  Lansford,  12 
Smedes  &  M.  729;  Sampson  v.  Brown- 
ing, 22  Ga.  293;  Babineau  v.  Le  Blanc, 


14  La.  Ann.  729;  Gwin  v.  Wright,  8 
Humph.  639;  Arnett  v.  Arnett,  27  111. 
247;  81  Am.  Dec.  227.  But  see  Daw- 
son's Appeal,  23  Wis.  90. 

*  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2703. 

"  Arnett  v.  Arnett,  27  111.  247;  81 
Am.  Dec.  227;  Dockenn  v.  Robinson, 
26  N.  H.  .372;  Lucas  v.  GofiF,  33  Miss. 
629;  Biddler.  Biddle,  36  Md.  630;  Babi- 
neau V.  Le  Blanc,  14  La.  Ann.  729; 
Garner  v.  Lansford,  12  Smedes  &  M. 
658. 
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and  possessed  the  capacity  meanwhile  to  execute  a  written  one, 
and  could  have  executed  it.  Held,  that  the  nuncupative  will 
was  void:  Carroll  v.  Bonham,  42  N.  J.  Eq.  625.  A  statute  pro- 
vided that  a  nuncupative  will  must  be  made  "  in  the  time  of  the 
last  sickness  "  of  the  testator.  Where  one  in  his  last  illness, 
believing  it  would  probably  result  in  death,  but  not  without  hope 
of  recovery,  executed  his  will  as  required  by  the  statute,  held, 
not  invalid  because  he  may  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to 
reduce  it  to  writing:  Harrington  v.  Stees,  82  111.  50;  25  Am. 
Rep.  290.  One  sufifering  from  pulmonary  consumption  made 
an  alleged  nuncupative  will,  but  lived  for  nine  days  thereafter. 
Held,  that  it  could  not  be  admitted  to  probate  as  his  will:  Yar- 
naWa  Will,  4  Rawle,  46;  26  Am.  Dec.  115.  The  testator,  in 
making  a  nuncupative  will,  said  to  two  witnesses:  "I  wish  to 
make  a  disposition  of  my  effects."  Held,  a  sufficient  compli- 
ance with  the  statute  concerning  a  requirement  as  to  witnesses: 
Baker  v.  Dodson,  4  Humph.  342;  40  Am.  Dec.  650. 


Statute  Law, 


§3149.  Nuncupative  Wills— Who  may  Make.  — Sol- 
diers engaged  in  active  service  and  sailors  at  sea  may 
make  nuncupative  wills,  and  in  some  states  any  person 
in  extremis,  or  any  person  at  home  or  away  from  home 
and  taken  suddenly  ill,  may  make  such  will.^  But  a  sol- 
dier at  home  on  a  furlough  is  not  in  actual  military  ser- 
vice within  the  statutory  provisions  relating  to  a  soldier's 
right  to  make  a  nuncupative  will.'' 

§  3150.  Nuncupative  Wills — What  Property  may  be 
Willed.  —  Only  personal  property  is  disposable  by  a  nuncu- 
pative will  in  many  of  the  states,  while  in  other  states  the 
amount  of  property  which  may  be  disposed  of  by  such 
wills  is  limited;  but  in  a  number  of  the  states  such  wills 
may  be  of  real  or  personal  estate,  or  both,'  But  the  term 
"property,"  in  a  statute,  may  include  land.* 

§  3151.  Agreement  to  Make  Will  or  to  Leave  Property 
—Expectation  of  Compensation  by  Will  for  Services.— 


*  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  270l)-2702.  See  Ex  parte  Turner, 
24  S.  C.  211;  Jarmau  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Talcott'a  notes,  240,  and 
uote. 


a  Will  of  Smith,  6  Phila.  104. 
'  Stiinson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2700,  2702,  2705. 
*  Moffett  V.  Moflfett,  67  Tex.  642. 
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"There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  legal  right  of  one  having 
the  exclusive  owncrHhip  of  property  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract to  execute  a  will  in  favor  of  the  other  contracting 
party,  but  such  transaction  cannot  be  properly  termed  a 
testamentary  disposition  of  property.'"  So  one  may 
make  a  valid  agreement,  binding  h'mself  legally  to  make 
a  particular  disposition  of  his  property  by  last  will  and 
testament.'  And  a  grantee  in  a  deed  absolute  may  bind 
himself  by  parol  to  devise  the  property  to  a  designated 
beneficiary,  and  if  in  pursuance  thereof  he  makes  a  will, 
it  is  irrevocable,  and  if  he  fails  to  execute  it,  it  will  be  a 
fraudulent  violation  of  his  contract,  against  which  the 
beneficiary  may  have  relief  in  equity.'  So  parties  may 
agree  to  make  mutual  wills,  which  agreement  will  bo 
valid.*  Instances  other  than  that  of  express  agreements 
to  make  wills  exist,  as  where  services  are  rendered  by  a  son 
or  other  person  or  relative,  in  expectation  or  promise  of 
reward,  in  which  case,  if  the  will  be  not  made,  the  agree- 
ment may  be  enforced  as  a  contract;  although  where  a  sou 
remains  at  home,  and  renders  services  to  his  father  under 
a  belief  that  he  will  be  compensated  by  will  or  otherwise, 
but  leaves  the  amount  and  mode  of  compensation  to  tlie 
father,  in  such  case,  if  a  provision  be  made  by  will,  or  in 
any  mode,  the  son  will  be  bound,  without  regard  to  the  i'tict 
whether  such  provision  be  satisfactory  or  not.' 

Illustrations. —  A  nephew,  induced  by  a  letter  written  to 
him  by  his  uncle,  to  the  effect  that  if  he  would  come  and  tnke 
care  of  him  and  his  wife,  he  would  leave  him  all  his  fortune, 


'  Wilka  V.  Burns,  60  Md.  04,  70. 
2  Johnson  V.   HuUbell,  10  N.  J.  Eq. 
33t»;  C(>  Am.  Dee.  77:1. 

*  Anding  ?-.  Davia,  38  Miss.  574;  77 
Am.  Dec.  (558. 

*  Izard  V.  Miildleton,  1  Desaiis.  Eq. 
11(5;  Rivers  v.  Rivers,  3  Desaus.  Ei^. 
190;  4  Am.  Dec.  609.  See  note  to 
Johnson  v.  Hubbell,  66  Am.  Dec.  783- 
790,  as  to  agreement  to  dispose  of 
property  to  a  particular  person;  agree- 
ment to  devise,  validity  of,  and  bow 


enforced;  power  of  equity  to  enforce 
agreements  to  make  wills;  jiower  of 
court,  where  there  is  a  contract,  to  de- 
vise. As  to  liability  on  agrcernuuts  to 
make  disposition  of  property  by  will, 
see  note  to  Hawkins  v.  Ball's  Atlin'r, 
68  Am.  Dec.  7  J9. 

^  Lee's  Appeal,  53  Conn.  363.  As  to 
agreement  to  dispose  of  property  by 
will,  see  notes  to  Bolman  v.  Overall, 
60  Am.  Rep.  Ill,  and  note  to  Johnson 
V.  Hubbell,  66  Am.  Dec.  783. 
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went  to  the  uncle's  and  took  care  of  botli  him  and  his  aunt  for 
ton  years,  when  the  uncle  died,  leaving  all  liis  property  to 
others.  Held,  that  the  promise  to  the  nephew  might  he  enforced 
as  a  contract:  Selnitt  v.  Methodist  etc.  Society,  41  N.  J.  Kq.  115. 
A  and  B  mutually  agreed  by  parol  to  make  wills  of  their  real 
and  personal  estate,  each  in  favor  of  tlie  other,  and  the  wills 
were  so  made;  but  B  afterwards  made  anotlier  will  in  favor  of 
other  parties,  and  died.  Held,  that  tlie  agreement  was  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  lands  witliin  the  statute  of  fuauds,  and  was 
void:  Gould  v.  Mannfield,  103  Mass.  408;  4  Am.  Rep.  573. 

§  3152.  Joint  or  Mutual  Wills. — Joint  or  mutual  wills 
are  valid  by  statute  in  California;'  but  such  will  may  bo 
revoked  by  either  party  by  a  subsequent  will,  or  by  other 
express  or  implied  acts.'*  So  a  will  executed  jointly  by 
two  persons  is  valid  where  it  simply  professes  to  dispose 
of  all  the  estate  of  the  one  who  should  first  die  to  the  sur- 
vivor;* and  a  will  executed  jointly  by  a  husband  and  wife, 
devising  an  estate  of  which  he  is  the  sole  owner,  may,  on 
his  death,  be  sustained  as  a  valid  will  of  the  husband  alone.* 
But  an  instrument  by  which  a  husband  and  wife  jointly 
attempt  to  make  a  testamentary  disposition  of  the  prop- 
erty of  both,  to  treat  it  as  a  joint  fund,  jointly  devising 
the  real  property  of  the  wife,  and  jointly  giving  legacies 
out  of  the  personalty  of  both,  cannot  be  admitted  to  pro- 
bate as  the  will  of  either  or  both.  Such  an  instrument  is 
in  its  nature  irrevocable,  and  contravenes  the  policy  of  the 
law.*  Such  testament  is  not  in  its  character  either  a  joint 
will  or  a  separate  one.*  So  a  joint  will  conditioned  to 
take  effect  on  the  death  of  both  is  invalid;'  though  tenants 
in  common  of  land  owning  personalty  in  severalty  may 
make  a  joint  will  disposing  of  all  their  property  severally 
which  will  take  effect  on  the  death  of  all.*     But  if  a  will  is 


'  Deering's  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1279. 
See  also  statutes  of  Dakota,  Georgia, 
Louisiana,  Montana,  and  Utah. 

'^  See  statutes  of  the  states  cited 
under  last  note;  Schumaker  v. 
iSchmidt,  44  Ala.   454;  4  Am.   Rep. 

i:?5. 

*  Lewis  V.  Scofield,  26  Conn.  452; 
68  Am.  Dec.  404. 


♦Rogers,  Appellant,  11  Me.  30.3. 
MValker   v.   Walker,    14  Ohio   St. 
157;  82  Am.  Dec.  474. 

*  Clayton  v.  Leverman,  2  Dev.  &  B. 
558. 

'  Hershy  v.  Clark,  35  Ark.  17;   37 
Am.  Rep.  1, 

*  Betts  V.  Harper,  39  Ohio  St.  639; 
48  Am.  Rep.  477. 
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made  jointly  by  a  husband  and  wife,  in  which  some  of 
the  bequests  are  several  and  some  joint,  the  former  can- 
not be  executed  and  the  latter  rejected,  as  the  several  pro- 
visions may  have  been  iufluonced  by  the  joint,  and  the 
intention  of  the  testator  would  be  thus  defeated.^ 

Illustrations. — A  writing  was  executed  by  two  persons, 
purporting  to.be  a  will,  whereby,  in  consideration  of  niutuiil 
friendship,  they  mutually  promised  that,  in  the  event  of  tlio 
death  of  either,  the  survivor  should  pay  the  expenses  of  sick- 
ness and  burial,  and  should  enter  into  the  possession  of  tho 
estate  of  tho  other.  Held,  nt  a  compact,  but  a  will,  revocable 
by  either,  and  that  a  subsequent  separate  will  of  either  would 
operate  as  such  revocation:  Schumahr  v.  Schmidt,  44  Ala.  454; 
4  Am.  Rep.  135.  Two  sisters  executed  a  duly  attested  instru- 
ment, substantially  as  follows:  "  Know  all  men,  that  we,  J.  and 
P.,  do  covenant  and  agree  that,  for  the  love  we  bear  to  each 
other,  whichever  of  us  be  the  longest  lived  shall  be  the  heir  of 
the  other."  Held,  that  this  was  a  good  will:  Evans  v.  Smith,  28 
Ga.  98;  73  Am.  Dec.  751.  Two  sisters  executed  an  instrument 
in  due  form  as  a  will,  which  read  as  follows:  "We,  A  and  13, 
make  this  our  last  will  and  testament,  in  manner  and  form  as 
follows,  viz.:  That  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  either  of  us,  testa- 
tors, the  surviving  sister  shall  have  and  hold  for  her  own  use 
and  benefit,  to  dispose  of  in  any  manner  whatever  that  shall 
seem  most  expedient,  all  of  tho  real  and  personal  estate  we  shall 
be  possessed  of."  Held,  that  it  was  a  valid  will,  which  would 
operate  on  the  death  of  the  sister  who  should  die  first:  Lewis  v. 
Scofield,  26  Conn.  452;  68  Am.  Dec.  404. 

§  3153.  Codicils. — A  codicil  is  an  addendum  to  a  will, 
and  it  may  enlarge  or  riurtail  the  dispositions  made  in  the 
will,  may  add  new  doviiees  or  legatees,  and  in  any  other 
manner  change  the  dispositions  made  in  ihe  will,  and  it  is 
regarded  with  the  will  as  but  one  instrument,  taking  effect 
from  the  date  of  the  codicil;''  and  it  is  to  be  construed 
with  the  will.'     But  it  is  held  that  although  for  some  pur- 


1  Walker  v.  Walker,  14  Ohio  St. 
157;  82  Am.  Dec.  474.  As  to  joint 
wills,  see  note  to  Lewis  v.  Scohold, 
68  Am.  Dec.  407. 

*  Williams  on  Executors,  8;  Payne 
V.  Payne,  ISCal.  291;  Leavens  v.  But- 
ler,  8  Port.   380.    See  also    Rose  v. 


Drayton,  4  Rich.  Eq.  260;  Mooers  v. 
White,  6  Johns.  Ch.  360;  Murray  v. 
Oliver,  6  Ired.  Eq.  65;  Negley  v.  Garcl, 
20  Ohio,  310. 

'  Leavens  v.  Butler,  8  Port.  1^80; 
Armstrong  v.  Armstrong,  14  B.  Moii. 
333;  Lee  v.  Pindle,  12  Gill  &  J.  288. 
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poses  a  will  and  a  codicil  will  be  regarded  ns  one  instru- 
ment, yet  that  they  should  not  be  so  regarded  in  opposition 
to  a  manifest  intention  of  the  testator  to  the  contrary.'  A 
codicil  should  bo  attested  with  all  the  solemnity  recpiirod 
for  tho  original  will;  and  u  legal  attestation  of  the  codicil 
may  by  reference,  or  where  it  is  on  the  samo  piece  of 
paper,  supply  a  defective  attestation  of  tho  will.' 

§  3164.  Inclosing  and  Depositing  Will  for  Preserva- 
tion, and  Delivery  of  Will  so  Deposited.  — Special  pro- 
visions exist  in  many  of  tho  American  states  relative  to 
the  inclosure  of  the  will;  tho  scaling  of,  and  indorsement 
upon  tho  wrapper;  tho  depositing  of  tho  will  with  a  cer- 
tain official;  the  giving  by  such  official  of  a  certificate  of 
deposit;  the  person  to  whom  the  will  may  be  delivered 
during  the  life  of  the  maker,  or  to  whom  delivery  should 
be  made  after  the  testator's  death;  and  the  manner  and 
place  of  opening  the  will.  These  provisions,  however, 
seem  only  to  be  permissive,  and  are  evidently  designed 
for  the  testator's  benefit,  and  to  avoid  the  loss  of  his  will, 
or  its  destruction,  or  the  exercise  of  fraud  by  third  par- 
ties.' 

§  3155.  At  What  Time  Will  Takes  EfiTect.  —  It  is  a 
legal  maxim  that  testamentum  omne  morte  consummatum.* 
Since,  therefore,  a  will  is  completed  by  the  testator's 
death,  it  necessarily  follows  that  its  ambulatory  character 
is  not  lost  until  that  time,  and  that  the  will  does  not 
take  effect  till  then.*     So  words  of  survivorship  in  a  will 


'  Alsop's  Appeal,  9  Pa.  St.  374,  382. 

'  1  Jarmaa  on  \Vill3,  Kandolph  and 
Taloott's  notes,  217,  260,  et  seq. 
As  to  validity  and  effect  of  unattested 
codicils,  see  Id.  229,  232,  2"!  -237,  264. 
As  to  revocation,  republication,  and 
revival  by  codicil,  see  the  several  sec- 
tions under  this  title  relating  thereto. 

'  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2690-2692.  See  S  3192,  Ante- 
mortem  Probate. 


♦  Co.  Lit.  232.  See  1  Jarman  on 
Wills,  Haiulolph  and  Talcott'a  notes, 
591  et  seq. 

*  Stimuon's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2806;  Marsh  v.  Marsh,  3  Jones, 
77;  64  Am.  Dec.  598;  Schouler  on 
Executors  and  Administrators,  sec. 
55;  Lorieux  v.  Keller,  5  Iowa,  196;  68 
Am.  Dec.  696;  Grimes's  Estate  w.  Nor- 
ris,  6  Cal.  261;  65  Am.  Deo.  645; 
Wakefield  v.  Phelps,  37  N.  H.  295; 
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refer  to  the  date  of  the  testator's  death,  wherever  a  gift 
takes  effect  in  possession  immediately  upon  the  death, 
unless  some  other  time  is  indicated  by  the  will.'  And  it 
is  of  no  importance,  in  determining  when  a  will  is  to  be 
deemed  to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
what  statute  governs  it,  that  an  erasure  was  made  by  the 
testator  of  the  executor's  name  after  the  execution  of  the 
will,  and  that  another  name  was  inserted  in  its  place.* 

By  the  very  act  of  executing  a  will,  the  presumption 
arises  that  the  testator  at  that  time  intended  to  dispose 
of  all  his  property,  and  did  not  intend  that  any  part  of 
it  should  be  intestate  estate.^  The  effect,  however,  of 
a  will  depends  in  a  great  measure  on  its  construction, 
and  any  law  which  changes  a  rule  of  construction  that 
applies  to  and  governs  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  will 
does  to  that  extent  determine  its  legal  effect.* 


Fox  V.  Phelps,  17  Wend.  393;  Gold  v. 
Judson,  21  Conn.  C16;  Hamilton  v. 
Flinn,  21  Tex.  713.  As  to  the  English 
rule,  see  Raines  v.  Barker,  13  Gratt. 
128;  67  Am.  Dec.  762. 

'  Presley  v.  Davis,  7  Rich.  Eq.  105; 
62  Am.  Dec.  396;  Vass  v.  Freeman,  3 
Jones  Eq.  221 ;  69  Am.  Dec.  734.  See 
statutes  of  California,  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana, and  Utah:  Stimson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2806. 


»  Raines  v.  Barker,  13  Gratt.  128; 
67  Am.  Dec.  762. 

»  Leigh  V.  Savidge,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  124; 
Gilpin  V.  Williams,  17  Ohio  St.  396; 
Gourley  v.  Thompson,  2  Siieed,  387; 
Foust  V.  Ireland,  1  Jones,  184. 

*  Cunningiiam  v.  Cunningham,  18 
B.  Mon.  19;  68  Am.  Dec.  718.  As  to 
eflfectof  subsequently  enacted  statutes, 
see  Raines  v.  Barker,  13  Gratt.  128; 
67  Am.  Dec.  762. 
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CHAPTER  CLV. 

THE  TESTATOR. 

3156.  Who  may  make  will. 

3157.  Will  drawn  by  person  other  than  testator. 

3158.  Definition  and  test  of  testamentary  capacity. 

3159.  Fraud  and  undue  influence  in  procuring  will. 

3160.  Belief  in  spiritualism. 

3161.  Insanity. 

3162.  Lucid  intervals. 

3163.  Partial  insanity. 

3164.  Delirium. 

3165.  Drunkenness. 

3166.  Imbeciles  —  Deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  persona. 


§  3156.  Who  may  Make  Will.  — In  a  majority  of  the 
states,  every  person,  male  or  female,  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  if  otherwise  legally  competent,  may,  by  force  of  stat- 
utes to  such  effect,  make  a  will*  In  some  of  the  states, 
however,  the  provision  is  extended  to  males  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  females  over  eighteen;^  and  in  still  other 
states,  all  persons,  male  or  female,  of  the  ago  of  eighteen;' 
while  in  two  states  every  married  person  may  make  a  will, 
without  regard  to  age.*  In  Oregon  and  Washington  every 
married  woman  whose  husband  has  attained  majority 
may  will  her  estate.^  In  California  a  married  woman 
may  dispose  by  will  of  all  her  separate  estate  without  her 
husband's  consent,  the  same  as  if  she  were  a  feme  sole.^ 

^  See  statutes  of  Alabama,  Arizona,  *  California,    Connecticut,    Dakota, 

Delaware,  Florida,  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Montana,  Nevada,    and   Utah:    Stim- 

Maine,  Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Mis-  son's    American    Statute    Laws,    sec. 

sissippi,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  2602  c.     And  Idaho:  Id.,  supplement. 

New  Mexico,  New  York,  North  Caro-  sec.    2602.      Every   person   of    sound 

lina,    Oregon,    Pennsylvania,    Rhode  mind     over    eighteen    may    make    a 

Island,  Texas,  Virginia,  West  "Virginia,  will:    Deering's  Cal.    Civ.  Code,  sec. 

Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming:   Stimson'a  1270. 


American    Statute    Law,    sec 
See  Title  Husband  and  Wife. 


2602. 


*  Iowa  and  Texas:  Stimson's  Ameri- 
can  Statute   Law,   sec.    2604  d;  Id., 
*  ArkansHf.  Colorado,  Illinois,  Iowa,     supplement,  sec.  2602. 
Kansas,  Mci/land,  Missouri,   Minne-        "Stimson's  Aniericai 
seta,  Nebraska,  Vermont,  and  Wash-    sec.  2602  d. 

ington:    Stimson'a  American   Statute        *  Deering's  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1273. 
Law,  sec.  2602  b. 


lerican  Statute  Law, 
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In  Kansas  and  Wisconsin  all  married  women  of  eighteen 
may  make  disposition  of  their  estates  by  will.  In  Ne- 
braska all  married  women  of  sixteen  have  the  like  privi- 
lege, while  in  Georgia  all  persons  of  fourteen  have  the 
power  to  make  testamentary  disposition.  In  New  Mexico, 
all  males  of  fourteen  and  females  of  twelve  may  make 
wills.  And  married  women  may  devise  or  bequeath  their 
separate  property  in  many  states.  In  a  few  other  states 
a  male  person  or  feme  sole  may  make  a  will  of  personal 
property.^  The  laws  of  New  Mexico  provide  that  a  person 
under  guardianship  cannot  make  a  will,'' and  in  Massachu- 
setts there  are  cases  which  decide  substantially  that  the 
fact  that  one  was  under  guardianship  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing a  will  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  incapacity.'  But  it 
would  seem  that  this  question  is  sufficiently  settled  by  the 
statutes  referred  to  herein,  which  provide  at  what  age  the 
legal  right  to  make  a  will  exists.  In  regard  to  infants,  it 
is  held  that  they  have  no  capacity  to  dispose  of  their 
estate  by  will;*  and  this  would  seem  to  be  the  construc- 
tion which  the  legislators  evidently  intended  in  passing 
the  statutes,  noted  in  this  section,  which  fix  the  age 
at  which  testamentary  capacity  exists.*  Formerly,  it 
would  seem  that  a  married  woman  might  not,  without  her 


^  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2602  e,  f,  g,  2603,  6450.  But 
see  Id.,  sec.  6601.  Of  the  age  of 
seventeen  in  Colorado:  Id.,  sec.  2603. 
Male  of  eighteen  or /erne  sole  of  six- 
teen iu  New  York:  Id.  See,  as  to  con- 
struction of  the  Kentucky  statute, 
which  permits  any  one  sui  juris  to 
make  a  will,  Porter  v.  Ford,  82  Ky. 
191. 

''  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2604.  See  further,  on  the  general 
capacity  to  make  wills,  1  Jarmau  on 
Wills,  68  et  seq.,  and  note. 

*  Stone  V.  Damon,  12  Mass.  488; 
Breed  v.  Pratt,  18  Pick.  115.  But  see 
Deane  v.  Littlefield,  1  Pick.  239. 

♦  Goodel  V.  Pike,  40  Vt.  319;  Moore 
V.  Moore,  23  Tex.  637. 

'  See  Moore  v.  Moore,  23  Tex.  637; 


Georgia  Rev.  Code,  sec.  2406,  Ken- 
tucky Gen.  Stats.  1873,  c.  113,  sec. 
3;  Wardwell  v.  Wardwell,  9  Allen, 
518,  519.  "The  recent  legislation  in 
the  United  States  has  tended  towards 
the  same  standard  of  age  requisite  for 
the  making  of  a  will  as  that  adopted 
by  the  recent  wills  act  in  England. 
In  many  of  the  states  the  power  of 
making  any  will  has  been  entirely 
denied  to  minors.  In  some  of  the 
states,  on  the  other  hand,  a  will  of 
personalty  may  be  made  by  a  minor, 
although  he  is  not  capable  so  to  dispose 
of  realty  ":  1  Jar  man  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph andTalcott's  notes,  60,  note;  and 
see  3  Id.  748,  and  note.  See  also  Swin- 
burne on  Testaments  and  Wills,  pt,  2; 
sec.  2,  pi.  6;  1  Williams  on  Executors, 
13. 
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husband's  consent,  make  a  valid  will;*  nor  was  she  able 
to  devise  lands  by  will,  even  with  her  husband's  consent, 
but  the  same  disability  in  such  case  did  not  extend  to  a 
disposition  by  will  of  chattels.*  But,  as  has  been  already 
noted,  this  disability  has  been  removed  in  a  great  meas- 
ure in  the  United  States  by  statutes.' 

§  3157.    Will  Drawn  by  Person  Other  than  Testator. — 

Although  it  is  not  requisite  to  the  validity  of  a  will  that 
the  testator  should  himself  have  drawn  it  by  his  own 
hand,  yet  in  New  Hampshire  the  statute  prohibits  a  judge 
of  probate  from  making  a  will  for  another;*  though  a  will 
drawn  by  a  judge  of  probate  is  not  void,  notwithstanding 
the  law  prohibits  him  from  drawing  a  will;'  and  where 
the  party  drawing  a  will  is  largely  benefited  under  it, 
this  of  itself  raises  a  strong  presumption  against  the  va- 
lidity of  the  will,  although  such  fact  does  not  per  se  render 
the  will  void.' 

§  3158.  Definition  and  Test  of  Testamentary  Capacity. 
—  The  question  as  to  what  constitutes  a  sound  and  legal 
disposing  mind  and  memory  sufficient  to  warrant  a  valid 
testamentary  disposition  of  property  has  been  frequently 
before  the  courts,  and  various  definitions  have  been  given 
upon  this  point.  It  has  been  held  that  a  valid  will  may 
be  executed  by  any  one  having  the  soundness  and  strength 
of  mind  necessary  to  make  a  contract.^     So  it  has  been 


» 4  Kent's  Com.  505;  2  Bla.  Com. 
498;  1  Williams  on  Executors,  42. 
See  note  to  Cutter  i>.  Butler,  57  Am. 
Doc.  34L>. 

^  Reed  V.  Blaisdell,  16  N.  H.  194;  41 
Am.  Dec.  742;  Van  Winkle  v.  Shooa- 
maker,  15  N.  J.  Eq.  384;  Osgood  v. 
Breed,  12  Mass.  525;  West  v.  West, 
10  Serg.  &  R.  445. 

^  See  also  3  Jarman  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph andTalcott's  notes,  752,  and  note; 
1  Kedfield  on  Wills,  22-29.  As  to  the 
etl'ect  of  the  homestead  laws  as  afiFect- 
iug  devises  hy  husbands  of  homestead 
lands,  see  3  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph 


and  Talcott's  notes,  740;  and  Title  Hus- 
band and  Wife,  §§  700,  761,  ante. 

*  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2640  c. 

*  Moses  V.  Julian,  45  N.  H.  52;  84 
Am.  Dec.  114. 

6  Beall  V.  Mann,  5  Ga.  456.  See 
post.  Special  Instances  of  Wills  Held 
to  be  Valid  and  Void.  See  note  to 
Hughes  V.  Meredith,  71  Am.  Dec.  129. 

'  Chandler  v.  Barrett,  21  La.  Ann. 
58;  99  Am.  Dec.  701.  See  also,  as  to 
competency,  Stimson's  American  Stat- 
ute Law,  sec.  2604.  See  note  to  Feck 
V.  Gary,  84  Am.  Dec.  240. 
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said  that  a  person  of  sound  mind  may  dispose  of  his  prop- 
erty in  any  manner  he  pleases,  consistent  with  the  policy 
of  the  law.* 

The  question  is,  Was  the  testator's  mind  and  memory 
sufficiently  sound  to  enable  him  to  know  and  under- 
stand  the  business  in  which  he  was  engaged  at  the  time 
he  executed  the  will?  And  in  determining  the  question, 
the  competency  of  the  mind  should  be  judged  of  by  the 
nature  of  the  act  to  be  done,  from  a  consideration  of  uU 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.'^  Mere  decay  of  the  facul- 
ties by  old  age  is  not  sufficient  evidence  of  the  want  of 
the  requisite  soundness  of  mind  and  memory;'  nor  Jiat 
the  testator  was  in  a  sinking  and  dying  condition  at  the 
time  he  made  his  will;*  nor  eccentricity  in  manners  and 
disposition,  however  great;  nor  that  he  was  of  a  nervous 
temperament;*  nor  irritability  of  temper,  caused  by  physi- 
cal ailments,  coupled  with  age;®  nor  sickness,  bodily  in- 
firmity, or  extreme  distress;'  nor  forgetfulness  of  family, 


>  Higgins  V.  Carlton,  28  Mil.  115; 
92  Am.  Dec.  6GG.  The  following 
deiiuitioii  of  testamentary  capacity 
has  been  approved:  "A  person  of 
sound   mind,   within    the  meaning  of 

the   law is  one   who  has  full 

intelligent  knowledge  of  the  act  he  is 
engaged  in,  a  full  knowleiige  of  the 
property  he  possesses,  an  intelligent 
perception  and  understanding  of  the 
disposition  he  desires  to  make  of 
it,  and  of  the  persons  he  desires 
shall  be  the  recipients  of  his  bounty, 
and  the  capacity  to  recollect  and  com- 
prehend the  nature  of  the  claims  of 
those  who  are  excluded  from  partici- 
pating in  his  bounty;  but  it  is  not 
necessary  that  he  should  have  sutii- 
cient  capacity  to  make  contracts,  and 
do  business  generally,  nor  to  engage 
in  complex  and  intricate  business  mat- 
ters": Meeker  v.  Meeker,  74  Iowa, 
352;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  489,  493.  See 
also  McElwee  v.  Ferguson,  43  Md. 
485;  Coleman  v.  Robertson,  17  Ala. 
84;  Ford  v.  Ford,  7  Humph.  92; 
Shropshire  v.  Reno,  5  J.  J.  Marsh.  91; 
Stancell  v.  Kenan,  33  6a.  5(5;  Sutton 
V.  Sutton,  5  Uarr.  (Del.)  459;  Horne  v. 


Home,  9  Ired.  99;  Converse  v.  Con- 
verse, 21  Vt.  108;  52  Am.  Dec.  58; 
Den  V.  Johnson,  5  N.  J.  L.  454;  Sloan 
V.  Maxwell,  3  N.  J.  Eq.  563;  Tomp- 
kins V.  Tompkins,  1  Bail.  92;  19  Am. 
Dec.  65G;  Comstock  v.  Hadlynie,  8 
Conn.  254;  20  Am.  Dec.  lUO;  St. 
Leger's  Appeal,  34  Conn.  434;  91  Am. 
Dec.  735;  Stevenson  v.  Stevenson,  33 
Pa.   St.  469;  Davis  v.  Calvert,  5  Gill 

6  J.  269;  25  Am.  Dec.  282. 

Urish  V.  Newell,  62  111.  196;  14 
Am.  Rep.  79;  Clark  v.  Fisher,  1  Paige, 
171;  19  Am.  Dec.  402;  Davis  v.  Cal- 
vert, 5  Gill  &  J.  269;  25  Am.  Dec. 
282;  Kinne  v.  Kinne,  9  Conn.  102;  21 
Am.  Dec.  732;  Terry  v.  Buffingtou,  11 
Ga.  337;  56  Am.  Dec.  423. 

»  Higdon's  Will,  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  444; 
22  Am.  Dec.  84;  Kirkwood  v.  Gordon, 

7  Rich.  474;  62  Am.  Dec.  418. 

♦  Hall  V.  Hall,  18  Ga.  40. 

*  Lee  V.  Lee,  4  McCord,  183;  17  Am. 
Dec.  722;  Mercer  v.  Kelso,  4  Gratt. 
106;  Potts  V.  House,  6  Ga.  324;  50 
Am.  Dec.  329. 

•Jackson  v.  Hardin,  83  Mo.  175. 
^  Higgins   V.  Carlton,  28  Md.  115; 
92  Am.  Dec.  666. 
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largeness  of  a  legacy,  and  the  low  rank  of  the  legatee;^ 
nor  mere  defect  of  memory;^  nor  mere  weakness  of  un- 
derstanding.''     It   is  not  necessary  that  the  memory  be 
perfect  and  the  mind  unimpaired.*    It  has  been  held  that 
less  mind  is  required  to  make  a  will  than  a  contract.^    In 
determining  the  question  of  whether  the  testator  had  the 
requisite  soundness  of  mind,  the  reasonableness  of  the  will, 
and  the  facts  that  the  provisions  of  the  will  are  suitable, 
and  conform  to  the  testator's  prior  expressed  determina- 
tions relative  to  the  disposition  of  his  estate,  have  great 
weight."    A  change  of  intention  on  the  part  of  a  testator 
in  relation  to  his  will  is  of  no  importance,  if  there  was  a 
sound    mind  unconstrained;   but  when  the  question  is, 
whether  there  was  such    a  mind,  such   change  may  be 
adduced  to  aid  the  inquiry .^     And  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
visions  of  a  will  are  unjust  and  injudicious,  imprudent, 
and  not  to  be  accounted  for,  may  be  considered  in  decid- 
ing  the  question  of  the  testator's  capacity  or  incapacity. 
So,  also,  may  the  unreasonableness  of  the  will  be  consid- 
ered;»  though  an  unjust  will  is  not  necessarily  an  irrational 
act."     But  a  will  may  not  be  impeached  by  proof  of  the 
testator's   condition   subsequent   to   the    making   of  the 
will.'"    So  the  fact  that  the  testator  had  a  paralytic  stroke 


'  Chandler  v.  Barrett,  21  La.  Ann 
58;  99  Am.  Deo.  701. 

'^  Bleecker  v.  Lynch,  1  Bradf.  458. 

^Abraham  v.  Wilkes,  17  Ark.  292- 
Dornick  v.  Reicheiiback,  10  Serg.  & 
R.  84;  Weir  v.  Fitzgerald,  2  Bradf 
42:  Elliott's  Will.  2  J.  J.  Marsh." 
340. 

♦  Taylor  v.  Kelley,  31  Ala.  59;  68 
Am.  Dec.  150, 

^Converse  v.  Converse,  21  Vt.  1C8- 
62  Am.  Dec.  58;  Terry  v.  Buffington,' 
11  Ga.  337;  56  Am.  Dec.  423.  See 
also  Potts  V.  House,  6  Ga.  324-  50 
Am.  Dec.  329;  Morris  v.  Stokes',  21 
Ga.  552;  Stewart  v.  Leispenard,  26 
Wend.  255;  Gaither  v.  Gaither,  20 
Ga.  709;  Tomkins  v.  Tomkins,  1  Bail. 
92;  19  Am.  Dec.  656,  — substantially 
to  the  eli'ect  that  the  moat  ordinary 


capacity  merely  .lufficient  to  under- 
stand common  ideas  is  sufficient. 

^Tomkins  v.  Tomkins,  1  Bail.  92; 
19  Am.  Dec.  650;  Coucii  v.  Couch,  7 
Ala.  519;  42  Am.  Dec.  C02.  See  also 
Eddy's  Appeal,  109  Pa.  St.  40ii. 

'  Titlow  V.  Titlovv,  54  Pu.  St.  216- 
93  Am.  Dec.  691. 

«  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  209; 
25  Am.  Dec.  282;  Higgins  v.  Carlton, 
28  Md.  115;  92  Am.  Dec.  666;  Clark  v. 
Fisher,  1  Paige,  171;  19  Am.  Dec.  402. 

»Lee  V.  Lee,  4  McCord,  183;  17 
Am.  Dec.  722. 

'•  Kinne  v.  Kinne,  9  Conn.  102;  21 
Am.  Dec.  7.32;  Terry  v.  Buffington,  11 
Ga.  337;  56  Am.  Dec.  423.  But  see 
Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269;  25 
Am.  Dec.  282;  Irish  v.  Smith,  8  Sere. 
&R.  573;  11  Am.  Dec.  648. 
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at  some  time  prior  to  its  execution,  by  which  his  intel- 
lect was  impaired,  and  so  continued  up  to  the  time  of 
making  the  will  and  afterwards,  may  be  considered  upon 
the  question  of  testamentary  capacity.^ 

§  3159.    fraud  and  Undue  Influence  in  Procuring  Will. 

— A  will  obtained  by  fraud  is  void;  for  fraud  vitiates 
everything  with  which  it  is  connected.^  But  the  fact 
that  a  will  is  secretly  executed  by  the  testator  is  not  in 
itself  a  badge  of  fraud,'  and  fraud  must  be  proven;  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed.*  "Fraud  will  not,"  however,  "have 
th  ^ect  necessarily  of  invalidating  the  whole  will.  If, 
i '.  '^■'  the  person  who  practiced  the  wrong  be  the  sole 
benelioiary  under  it,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  natural  ob- 
j  ^ts  of  the  testator's  bounty,  or  if  the  fraud  taint  the 
whoih  ,7iL,  uiOU£'h  committed  by  but  one  of  the  benefi- 
ciaries, the  whole  will  is  invalid;  but  if  one  only  of  sev- 
eral legatees  or  devisees,  or  if  all  but  one  of  them,  procured 
the  gifts  to  themselves  by  fraud  not  extending  further, 
other  gifts  of  the  instrument  would  still  be  good."  *  But 
the  terms  "  fraud  "  and  "  undue  influence "  are  not  the 
same  in  meaning  when  applied  to  wills.  Fraud  is  the 
successful  employment  of  deception  upon  the  testator, 
whereby  he  is  made  to  believe  that  to  be  true  which  is 
false  in  fact,  and  thereby  his  will  is  aff'ected;  while  undue 
influence  "  consists  in  substituting  virtually  the  will  of 
the  person  executing  it  for  that  of  the  testator."*  Undue 
influence  may,  however,  be  fraudulently  exerted.^ 

It  is  a  cardinal  principle  that  a  will  should  be  voluu- 


1  Irish  V.  Smith,  8  Serg.  &  R.  573; 
11  Am.  Dec.  048. 

a  Davis  v.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269; 
25  Am.  Dec.  282.  See  Clark  v.  Fisher, 
1  Paige,  171;  19  Am.  Dec.  402. 

«  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80 
Am.  Dec.  235. 

*  Kiuloch  V.  Palmer,  1  Mill  Const. 
216. 

*  Bigelow  on  Fraud,  572;  Smith  v. 
Fenner,  1  Gall.  170:  Florey  v.  Florey, 


24  Ala.  241 ;  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Talcott's  notes,  48,  66, 
and  note,  69,  and  note,  131,  143,  .331. 
See  State  v.  McGlyun,  20  Cal.  233;  81 
Am.  Dec.  118. 

•*  Bigelow  on  Fraud,  571,  572;  Terry 
V.  Buffington,  11  Ga.  337;  56  Am.  Dec. 
423.  See  further,  as  to  fraud,  Stim- 
son's  American  Statute  Law,  sec.  2605. 

^  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269; 

25  Am.  Dec.  282. 
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tarily  made.'  Therefore  undue  influence  sufficient  to 
avoid  a  will  must  be  such  as  in  some  degree  to  destroy 
free  agency  at  the  time,  and  operating  as  a  present  re- 
straint." It  must  be  an  unlawful  importunity  which  on 
account  of  the  manner  or  motive  of  its  exertion  so  em- 
barrasses and  restrains  the  testator's  mind  in  its  operation 
that  he  was  not  master  of  his  own  opinions  in  respect  to 
the  disposition  of  his  estate.'  So  a  will  made  under  a 
general  controlling  and  continuing  influence  of  fear  or 
dominion  over  the  testator  by  one  who  has  put  him  in 
fear  is  void.*  Undue  influence  must  not  only  be  unlaw- 
ful in  order  to  vitiate  a  will,  but  it  must  be  exerted  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  amount  to  force,  fear,  or  coercion  which 
the  testator  is  too  weak  to  resist,  and  the  exercise  of  which 
not  only  destroys  his  free  agency,  but  also  in  effect  substi- 
tutes the  will  of  the  person  exercising  it  for  that  of  the 
testator,  or  causes  him  to  make  a  will  contrary  to  that 
intended  by  hiin.^  And  undue  influence  may  be  based 
upon  fear,  favor,  or  affection,  or  any  other  cause  unduly 
exercised  to  destroy  the  testator's  will.*  It  has  been  held 
that  fraud  is  an  essential  element  in  the  factor  of  undue 
influence.'^  So  a  person  of  weak  mind,  or  one  laboring 
under  sickness,  may,  by  false  statements,  subtle  insinua- 
tions, and  encouraged  enmities  against  kindred,  be  moved 
to  make  a  will  which  is  invalid  by  reason  of  undue  influ- 
ence.®    An  important  question  in  the  consideration  of  all 


'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2605. 

*  Woodward  v.  James,  3  Strob.  552; 
51  Am.  Dec.  649;  Eckert  v.  Flowry, 
43  Pa.  St.  46;  McMahon  v.  Ryan,  20 
Pa.  St.  329. 

*  Potts  V.  House,  6  Ga.  324;  50  Am. 
Dec.  329. 

*  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269; 
26  Am.  Dec.  282. 

*  Morris  v.  Stokes,  21  Ga.  552;  Gard- 
ner r.  Gardner,  22  Wend.  526;  34  Am. 
Dec.  340;  Taylor  v.  Kelly,  31  Ala. 
59;  68  Am.  Dec.  160;  Baldwin  v.  Par- 
ker. 99  Mass.  79;  96  Am.  Dec.  697; 


Floyd  V.  Floyd,  3  Strob.  44;  49  Am. 
Dec.  626;  Gilbert  v.  Gilbert,  22  Ala. 
529;  58  Am.  Dec.  268;  Troat  v.  Din- 
gier, 118  Pa.  St.  259;  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
593;  Eckert  v.  Flowry,  43  Pa,  St.  46; 
McMahon  v.  Ryan,  20  Pa.  St.  329; 
Almon  V.  Pigg,  82  Dl.  149;  25  Am. 
Rep,  303. 

*  Batton  V.  Watson,  13  Ga,  63;  58 
Am.  Dec.  504. 

'  Monroe  v.  Barclay,  17  Ohio  St. 
302;  93  Am.  Dec.  620. 

8  Floyd  V.  Floyd,  3  Strob.  44;  49 
Am.  Dec.  626. 
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this  class  of  cases  is,  not  merely  whether  the  testator  was 
under  restraint  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  will, 
but  whether  such  undue  influence  had  been  acquired  and 
did  actually  operate  upon  tlie  testator  and  affect  the  dispo- 
sition  of  his  estate.'  Mere  suggestions  not  amounting  to 
importunity  are  not  sufficient  ground  to  sA  aside  a  will 
for  undue  influence;^  nor  is  influence  acquired  over  the 
testator  by  kind  offices,  or  even  by  persuasion  unconnected 
with  fraud  or  contrivance,  sufficient;'  nor  do  appeals  to 
affection,  attachment,  and  sense  of  duty  and  obligation, 
accompanied  by  honest  intercessions  and  modest  persua- 
sions, vitiate  a  Avill,  where  the  testator  is  of  sound  mind;^ 
nor  does  a  preference  for  collateral  relatives  of  the  tes- 
tator's wife  necessarily  show  undue  influence  or  fraud.' 
But  bequests,  gifts,  grants,  or  donations  obtained  from  a 
ward  by  his  guardian,  from  a  cestui  que  trust  by  a  trustee, 
from  a  child  by  the  parent,  or  from  a  client  by  his  attor- 
ney, are  generally  held  to  be  presumptively  void,  and 
obtained  through  undue  influence.®  And  the  like  pre- 
sumption obtains  where  a  will  is  made  to  the  guardian's 
wife.' 

The  fact,  however,  that  a  draughtsman  takes  a  legacy 
under  a  will  is  at  the  most  only  a  suspicious  circum- 
stance.'    And  solicitations,  however  importunate,  cannot 


'  Taylor  v.  Wilburn,  20  Mo.  306;  64 
Am.  Dec.  186.  As  to  fraud,  duress, 
and  undue  influence  under  the  stat- 
utes, see  Stimaon's  American  Stat- 
ute Law,  sec.  2605.  In  support  of  the 
propositions  stated  in  the  text  as  to 
undue  influence,  see  also  Duulap  v. 
Robinson,  28  Ala.  100;  Turley  v.  John- 
son, 1  Bush,  116;  Wittmau  v.  Good- 
hand,  26  Md.  95;  Blakey  o.  Blakey, 
33  Ala.  611;  Hall  v.  Hall,  38  Ala.  131; 
Gardiner  v.  Gardiner,  34  N.  Y.  155; 
Wampler  v.  Wampler,  9  Md.  540; 
Turner  v.  Cheesman,  15  N.  J.  Eq.  243; 
Marshall  v.  Flinn,  4  Jones,  199;  Pool 
V.  Pool,  35  Ala.  12;  O'Neall  v.  Farr,  1 
Rich.  80. 

■■'  Tuuison  V.  Tunison,  4  Bradf.  138. 


»  Trumbull  v.  Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  L. 
117;  51  Am.  Dec.  253. 

♦Floyd  V.  Floyd,  3  Strob.  44;  49 
Am.  Dec.  626;  Gay  v.  Gillilan,  92  Mo. 
250;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  712. 

*  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80  Am. 
Dec.  235. 

«  St.  Leger's  Appeal,  34  Conn.  434; 
91  Am.  Dec.  735;  Garvin  v.  Williams, 
44  Mo.  465;  100  Am.  Dec.  314;  Metk 
V.  Perry,  36  Mass.  190. 

'  Bridwell  v.  Swank,  84  Mo.  455. 

«  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  SO 
Am.  Dec.  235;  Vickery  v.  Hobbs,  21 
Tex.  570;  73  Am.  Dec.  238.  See  also 
Peck  V.  Carey,  27  N.  Y.  9;  84  Am. 
Dec.  220.  See  post,  §  3238,  Special  In- 
stances of  Valid  and  Void  Wills. 
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of  themselves  constitute  undue  influence;*  nor  does  hon- 
est and  moderate  intercession,  persuasion,  or  flattery,  un- 
accompanied by  fraud  or  deceit,  where  the  testator  is  not 
threatened  or  put  in  fear,  vitiate  the  will,^  since  one 
may  by  fair  argument  and  persuasion  induce  another  to 
make  a  will,  even  in  his  own  favor.'  Especially  is  this  true 
in  case  of  a  child.*  So  a  will  is  not  invalidated  because 
produced  by  influences  springing  from  a  lawful  or  unlaw- 
ful marital  relation,  unless'such  influence  has  been  unduly 
exerted;  that  is,  unless  the  influence  places  some  restraint 
upon  and  prevents  the  free  exercise  of  the  testator's  judg- 
ment and  motives  in  making  the  will.*  So  the  unlawful 
cohabitation  of  a  testator  with  the  mother  of  an  illegiti- 
mate child,  a  legatee  in  the  will,  is  not  of  itself  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  a  jury  in  finding  undue  influence  on 
the  part  of  the  mother.*  And  fraud  or  undue  influence 
does  not  exist  merely  because  of  partial  intoxication, 
or  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  English  by  the  testator.^ 
And  the  charge  of  undue  influence  is  not  sustained  by 
statements  alone  pointing  to  that  conclusion,  where  it  also 
appears  that  the  details  of  the  making  and  execution  of 
the  will  were  attended  to  personally  by  the  testatrix."  But 
importunity  or  threats,  such  as  the  testator  has  not  the 
courage  to  resist,  moral  command  asserted,  and  yielded  to 
for  the  Kake  of  peace  and  quiet,  or  of  escaping  from  dis- 
tress of  mind  or  social  discomfort,  if  carried  to  a  degree 
in  which  the  free  play  of  the  testator's  judgment,  discre- 
tion, or  wishes  is  overborne,  will  constitute  undue  influ- 


>Trostu.  Dingier,  118  Pa.  St.  259: 
4  Am.  St.  Rep.  593. 

»  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269; 
25  Am.  Dec.  282. 

»  Miller  v.  Miller,  3  Serg.  &  R.  266: 
8  Am.  Dec.  651. 

*  Gilreath  v.  Gilreatb,  4  Jones  Eq. 
142.  ^ 

*  Monroe  v.  Barclay,  17  Ohio  St. 
302;  93  Am.  Dec.  620;  Dean  v.  Neg- 
ley,  41  Pa.  St.  312;  80  Am.  Deo.  620. 

S22 


See  Moore  v.  .Spier,  80  Ala.  129;  Da- 
vis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  2G9;  25  Am. 
Dec.  282;  Small  v.  Small,  4  Greenl. 
220;  16  Am.  Dec.  253. 

"  Rudy  V.  Ulrich,  G9  Pa.  St.  177;  8 
Am.  Rep.  238.  See  post,  §  3238,  Spe- 
cial  Instances  of  Wills  Helil  to  be 
Valid  and  Void. 

'  Bouse  V.  Will,  IS    111,  App.  433. 

"Pemberton'a  Case,  40  N.  J.  Eq. 
620.  ^ 
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ence,  though  no  force  is  used.*  Whether  there  was 
sufficient  undue  influence  to  avoid  a  will  is  a  question  of 
fact;'  and  although  undue  influence  has  been  exerted, 
yet  after  it  is  removed,  the  subsequent  ratification  of  the 
will  by  the  testator  destroys  the  effect  of  such  undue  in- 
fluence.' 

Illustrations.  —  The  proof  was  that  the  beneficiaries  had 
subjected  the  testator  to  persistent  and  irritating  importunities, 
but  that  he  was  of  unquestioned  testamentary  capacity,  and 
the  will  was  drawn  up  from  his  dictation  in  the  absence  of 
such  beneficiaries,  and  executed  by  him  in  due  form  in  the 
presence  only  of  the  scrivener,  and  of  witnesses  selected  by 
him.  Held,  that  the  will  was  not  thereby  invalidated:  Trust  v. 
Dingier,  118  Pa.  St.  259;  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  593.  A  testator  was  un- 
lawfully cohabiting  with  a  woman,  and  devised  to  her  by  will  all 
his  estate,  to  the  exclusion  of  his  kindred.  Held,  not  suflicieiit 
to  raise  a  presumption  of  undue  influence:  Porschet  v.  Porschet, 
82  Ky.  93;  56  Am.  Rep.  880.  A  person,  standing  in  a  relation 
of  confidence  to  a  testator,  who  was  old  and  in  extreviis,  pre- 
pared a  will  in  his  own  favor,  and  procured  a  kinsman  of  his 
to  witness  the  same,  and  caused  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the 
testator  to  leave  the  room  while  the  will  was  read  and  executed. 
Held,  that  the  jury  had  a  right  to  infer,  from  these  facts  and 
circumstances,  fraud  or  undue  influence,  and  that  the  onus  was 
on  the  party  propounding  the  paper  to  prove  that  it  expressed 
the  true  will  of  the  testator:  Harvey  v.  Sullens,  46  Mo.  147;  2 
Am.  Rep.  491. 

§  3160.  Belief  in  Spiritualism. — A  belief  in  spiritual- 
ism does  not  incapacitate  one  from  making  a  valid  wili;^ 
and  this  rule  is  held  to  apply,  even  though  the  testator 
acted  under  supposed  instructions  from  the  spirit  of  her 
deceased  brother,  there  being  found  no  actual  unsoundness 
of  mind.^  Since  a  belief  in  so-called  spiritualistic  com- 
munications or  revelations  is  not  in  itself  an  insane  delu- 
sion, such  communications  come  under  the  general  rule 


»  Gay  V.  Gillilan,  92  Mo.  250;  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  712. 

*  Monroe  v.  Barclay,  17  Ohio  St. 
302;  93  Am.  Dec.  620;  Eelbeck  v. 
Cranberry,  2  Hayw.  (N.  C.)  232;  2 
Am.  Deo.  624. 


»  Taylor  v.  Kelly,  31  Ala.  59;  68  Am. 
Dec.  150. 

*  Will  of  Smith,  52  Wis.  543;  33 
Am.  Rep.  756. 

"  Brown  v.  Ward,  53  Md.  376;  36 
Am.  Rep.  422,  and  note  426. 
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as  to  undue  influence.  If  they  influence  the  mind  of  a 
testator,  but  do  not  control  it,  in  making  the  will,  or  any 
part  of  it,  the  will  is  not  void  on  the  ground  of  undue  in- 
fluence.* 


§  3161.  Insanity. — By  force  of  the  positive  statutory 
requirements  that  the  testator  must  be  of  a  sound  mind 
and  memory,  a  person  who  is  not  sane  cannot  make  a 
valid  disposition  r^  his  estate  by  will.''  The  statutory 
requirements,  however,  raise  at  once  the  question  as  to 
what  is  a  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory;  and 
the  distinctions  made  between  insanity  legally  sutlicient 
to  invalidate  a  will,  and  delusions,  mental  idiosyncracies, 
and  hallucinations,  are  very  finely  and  nicely  drawn  by 
the  various  decisions  and  text-book  writers.' 


'  Robinson  v.  Adams,  62  Me.  369; 
16  Am.  Rep.  473;  1  Wharton  and 
Stille's  Medical  Jurisprudence,  sec.  59. 
See  note  to  Brown  v.  Ward,  36  Am. 
Rep.  4-26. 

'  Boof ter  V.  Rogers,  9  Gill,  44;  52  Am. 
Dec.  6S0;  3  Jarnian  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Talcott's  notes,  100,  note, 
745,  note;  1  Redtield  on  Wills,  30,  107, 
120;  Harrison  v.  Rowan,  3  Wash.  58.5; 
586;  Lee  v.  Scudder,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  633; 
Stewart  v.  Lispenard,  26  Wend.  255; 
Brown  v.  Riggin,  94  111.  560;  Potts  v. 
House,  6  Ga.  324;  .50  Ain.  Dec.  325; 
Boyd  V.  EUy,  8  Watts,  70;  Brooke  v. 
Townslieud,  7  Gill,  10. 

*  1  Wliarton  and  Stille's  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  sees.  34  et  seq.;  I  Jar- 
man  on  Wilis,  Randolph  and  Talcott's 
notes,  100,  note;  Elwell's  Medical  Juris- 
prudence, 435;  Buswell  on  Insanity, 
sees.  27 1 ,  365,  374-3S3.  "  The  par ty  's 
mental  weakness  must  exist  to  such  a 
degree  as  to  amount  to  actual  unsound- 
ness of  mind":  Id.,  sec.  366.  "The 
true  test  of  insanity  as  affecting  testa- 
mentary capacity,  excepting  in  cases  of 
dementia  or  total  loss  of  mind  and  in- 
tellect, is  delusion  ":  Id.,  sec.  374.  "  It 
is  always  a  question  of  law  for  the 
court  whether  a  particular  delusion  is 
in  its  quality  sane  or  insane  ":  Id.,  sec. 
374.  "It  has  been  said  that  when 
there  ia   delusion   of    mind  there   is 


insanity This  delusion  may 

sometimes  exist  on  one  or  two  particu- 
lar subjects,  though  f,'enerally  there  are 
other  concomitant  circumstances,  such 
as  eccentricity,  irritability,  violence, 
suspicion,  exaggeration,  inconsistency, 
and  other  marks  and  symptoms  which 
may  tend  to  confirm  the  existence  of 
delusion  and  to  establish  its  insane 
character  ":  Elwell's  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence, 435.  "The  intermediate  de- 
grees between  the  highest  and  lowest 
grade  of  insanity  are  ahnost  infinite. 
....  What,  then,  is  the  true  criterion 
of  insanity?  The  true  criterion  —  the 
true  test  —  of  the  absence  or  presence 
of  insanity  ....  is  comprisable  in  a 
single  term,  namely,  delusion.  When- 
ever the  patient  once  conceives  sonic- 
thing  extravagant  to  exist  which  has 
still  no  existence  whatever  but  in  his 
own  heated  imagination;  ih  I  when- 
ever at  the  same  time,  i  'V':;g  once 
so  conceived,  he  is  incapable  of  being, 
or  at  least  of  being  permanently,  rea- 
soned out  of  their  conception,  such  a 
patient  is  said  to  be  under  a  delusion 
in  a  peculiar,  half-technical  sense  of  the 
term,  and  the  absence  or  presence  of 
delusion  so  understood  forms  in  my 
judgment  the  true  and  only  test  or 
criterion  of  absent  or  present  insanity. 
In  short,  I  look  upon  delusion,  in  this 
sense  of  it,  and  insanity,  to  be  almost 
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It  is  said  that  "a  disposing  mind,  tho  existence  of  which 
is  essential  to  testamentary  capacity,  is  a  mind  intelligent 
enough  to  have  a  general  idea  of  the  j)roperty  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  of  the  objects  among  which  tho  distribution 
ouglit  to  be  made."*  But  there  must  also  be  "ca'  "^^y  as 
well  to  resist  undue  influence  as  to  take  a  genera  -w  of 
the  estate  to  be  bestowed,  and  the  objects  among  whom  it 
is  to  be  distributed."'  Insanity  of  the  testator  is  never  pre- 
sumed;^ but  on  the  contrary,  his  sanity  is  to  bo  presumed 
until  the  contrary  is  clearly  proved.*  Sanity  may  also  bo 
presumed  from  the  fact  that  tho  testator  had  sufficient 
ability  to  accumulate  and  care  for  property.*  Singularity 
is  not  insanity,  nor  is  a  weakened  intellect  proof  that  tho 
testator  was  not  sane."  There  must  be  a  total  want  of 
understanding;'  aversion  to  relations  is  not  an  evidence 
per  se  of  insanity;'  nor  is  an  unjust  will  necessarily  au 
irrational  act;'  nor  tho  resentment  of  a  testator  ^ainst 
his  son  not  amounting  to  delusion;*"  nor  a  belief  itch- 
craft;"  nor  is  the  fact  that  testator  disinherited  u.^  chil- 
dren for  undutiful  conduct,  which  he  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  they  were  bewitched,  insanity  sufficient  to  invalidate 
awill;"^  nor  are  insane  delusions  of  themselves  sufficient 
proof  of  insanity  to  vitiate  a  will;   something   more  is 


if  not  altogether  controvertible  terms": 
Dew  V.  Clarke,  .3  Add,  Euc.  79.  Soe 
also  Dutiield  v.  Morris,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
375;  Fornian's  Will,  54  Barb.  274,  289; 
Seaman's  Friend  Soc.  v.  Hopper,  33 
N.  Y.  619;  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Talcott's  notes,  101  et  seq.; 
Lucas  V.  Parsons,  24  Ga.  640;  71  Am. 
Dec.  147.  See  note  to  McMechen  v. 
McMechen,  41  Am.  Rep.  686. 

1  1  Wharton  and  Stille's  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  sec.  19. 

*  Id.  See  also  Den  v,  Johnson,  6 
N.  J.  L.  455;  8  Am.  Dec.  610. 

*  Chandler  v.  Barrett,  21  La.  Ann. 
58;  99  Am.  Dec.  701. 

*  Farrell  v.  Brennan,  32  Mo.  328;  82 
Am.  Dec.  137;  Lee  v.  Lee,  4  McOord, 
183;  17  Am.  Dec.  722;  Kinloch  v. 
Palmer,  I  Mill  Const.  216;  Stubbs  v. 


Houston,  33  Ala.  555;  Trumbull  v. 
Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  L.  117;  51  Am.  Dec 
253.  But  see  contra,  Gerrish  v.  Nasou, 
2:? Me.  438;  39  Am.  Dec.  589. 

*  Gass  V.  Gass,  3  Humph.  278. 

»  Kinne  v.  Kiune,  9  Conn.  102;  21 
Am.  Dec.  732. 

'  Blanchard  v.  Nestle,  3  Denio,  37. 

«  Lee  V.  Lee,  4  McCord,  183;  17  Am. 
Dec.  722. 

•Id. 

"  Lucas  V.  Parsons,  24  Ga.  640;  71 
Am.  Dec.  147.  See  Coit  v.  Patchen, 
77  N.  Y.  533;  Florey  v.  Florey,  24 
Ala.  241;  Coles  v.  Will,  49  Wis.  179. 

"  Lee  V.  Lee,  4  McCord,  183;  17 
Am.  Dec.  722;  Addington  v.  Wilson,  5 
Ind.  137;  61  Am.  Dec.  81. 

"  Addington  v.  Wilson,  6  Ind.  137; 
61  Am,  Deo.  81. 
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requisite.  It  must  appear  that  the  will  resulted  directly 
from  the  operation  of  such  delusions;'  and  mere  prejudices 
or  suspicions  are  not  insanity.'  In  the  case  of  the  existence 
of  insane  delusions,  if  there  is  otherwise  capacity  enough 
remaining  for  the  testator  to  appreciate  and  understand 
the  relative  claims  of  his  relations  or  other  persons  enti- 
tled to  his  bounty,  the  amount  and  kinds  of  his  property, 
and  the  nature  of  the  dispositions  made  by  him  in  his 
will,  and  their  effect,  ho  iias  a  sound  and  disposing  mind 
and  memory  sufficient  to  make  a  valid  will.' 

Illustrations.  —  In  the  contest  of  a  will  the  judge  charged 
that  "unless  the  jury  believe,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  testa- 
tor, if  of  sound  mind,  would  have  included  C.  or  his  children  in 
the  benefit  of  his  will,  they  cannot  set  the  will  aside  because  he 
may  have  excluded  them  under  an  insane  delusion  as  to  C." 
Held,  error,  on  the  ground  that  when  a  will  is  ascertained  to  be 
the  result  of  an  insane  delusion  it  should  be  declared  void,  with- 
out inquiring  what  the  testator  would  or  would  not  have  done 
if  he  had  been  of  sound  mind:  Cotton  v.  Ulmer,  45  Ala.  378;  6 
Am.  Rep.  703. 

§3162.  Lucid  Intervals.  —  Insanity  which  vitiates  a 
will  must  exist  at  the  time  of  making  it.*  Therefore, 
alihough  a  person  is  insane  so  as  to  be  thereby  incom- 
petent to  make  a  valid  will,  yet  if  an  intermission  of  the 
malady  is  shown  at  the  time  of  making  the  will,  it  is 
valid,  and  the  habitual  insanity  of  the  testator  will  not 
affect  it.'  So  in  California,  a  person  who  has  been  actu- 
ally declared  insane,  and  committed  in  consequence,  has, 
after  his  discharge,  and  being  restored  to  reason,  legal 


•  Tawney  v.  Long,  76  Pa.  St.  106; 
Robinson  v.  Adams,  62  Me.  369;  16 
Am.  Rep.  473;  Cotton  v.  Ulmer,  45 
Ala.  378;  6  Am.  Rep.  703;  Coit  v. 
Patchen,  77  N.  Y.  533;  Benoist  v. 
Murrin,  58  Mo.  307;  Brown  v.  Ward, 
63  Md.  376;  36  Am.  Rep.  422;  Lee  r. 
Scudder,  31  N.  J.  Eq.  633;  Evans  r. 
Arnold,  52  Oa.  179.  But  see  Eggers 
V.  Eggers,  57  Ind.  461. 

» Ofapp  V.  FuUerton,  34  N.  Y.  190; 
90  Am.  Dec.  681;  Boardman  v.  Wood- 


man, 47  N.  H.  120,  138;  Hall  v.  Hall, 
38  Ala.  131. 

*Dunham'sAppeal,27Conn.  192.  See 
also  Boardman  v.  Woodman,  47  N.  H. 
120;  James  v.  Langdon,  7  B.  Mon.  193. 

♦  Grabill  v.  Barr,  5  Pa.  St.  441;  47 
Am.  Dec.  418. 

*  Wright  V.  Lewis,  6  Rich.  212;  55 
Am.  Dec.  714;  Lee  v.  Lee,  4  McCord, 
183;  17  Am.  Dec.  722.  See  Case  of 
Cochran's  Will,  1  T.  B.  Mon.  264;  15 
Am.  Dec.  116. 
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capacity  to  make  a  valid  testament.*  And  if  one  is  com- 
petent at  the  time  of  making  tlie  will,  his  subsequent  in- 
sanity will  not  invalidate  it.' 

§  3163.  Partial  Insanity.  —  A  will  which  is  the  direct 
offspring  of  partial  insanity  is  void.'  But  where  the  facts 
of  the  case  are  sufficient  to  account  for  the  motives  of  the 
testator  in  making  the  disposition  of  his  property  that 
he  does,  there  is  no  reason  for  resorting  to  the  explana- 
tion of  monomania  or  any  other  form  of  insanity.*  And 
it  iS  declared  in  a  Pennsylvania  case  that  partial  unsound- 
ness of  mind  not  affecting  '  e  general  faculties,  and  not 
operating  on  the  mind  o*"  ^  testator  in  regard  to  testa- 
mentary disposition,  is  not  sufficient  to  render  a  person 
incapable  of  disposing  of  his  property  by  will.*  So  the 
ruling  obtains  in  Louisiana,  that  partial  insanity  does 
not  disqualify  from  making  a  will;  a  will  '-.lade  in  a  lucid 
interval  by  a  person  habitually  insane  is  valid,  and  where 
there  is  nothing  unreasonable  on  the  face  of  the  will  of 
one  habitually  insane,  it  will  be  presumed  to  have  been 
made  in  a  lucid  interval.' 

Illustrations. — A  testator  harbored  insane  delusions  that 
his  wife  was  guilty  of  infidelity,  and  that  she  was  accustomed 
at  times  to  go  to  certain  places  of  assignation  for  the  purposes 
of  illicit  intercourse;  that  his  wife,  together  with  certain  rela- 
tives, had  conspired  together  to  kill  him  in  order  to  obtain  his 
property;  and  had  peculiar  notions  as  to  the  particular  mode  in 
which  they  were  to  cause  his  death;  believed  that  they  intended 
to  confine  him  in  a  lunatic  asylum,  and  took  precautions  at  one 
time  to  prevent  such  incarceration;  and  conceived  an  idea  that 
an  attempt  was  made  to  murder  him  by  throwing  him  upon  a 
hot  stove,  he  having  as  a  matter  of  fact  been  found  thereon  by 

•  Deering'a  Civ.  Code,  sec.  40.  See 
also  Estate  of  Johnson,  57  Cal.  529. 

»Guy8lingt>.VanKuren,35N.  Y.  70. 

•Cotton  V.  Ulmer,  45  Ala.  378;  6 
Am.  Rep.  703;  Potts  v.  House,  6  Ga. 
324;  50  Am.  Dec.  329;  Trumbull  v. 
Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  L.  117;  51  Am. 
Dec.  253;  Lucas  v.  Parsons,  27  Ga. 
593;  Townshend  v.  Townshond,  7 
Gill,  10;   Denson  v.  Beasley,  iA  Tex. 


191.  See  also  Tawney  v.  Long,  76  Pa. 
St.  106;  Stancell  v.  Keenan,  33  Ga. 
56;  Converse  v.  Converse,  21  Vt.  168; 
52  Am.  Dec.  58. 

*  Trumbull  v.  Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  L. 
117;  61  Am.  Dec.  253. 

»  Pidcoclr.  y.  Potter,  68  Pa,  St,  342. 
8  Am.  Kep.  181,  and  note  184. 

*  Kingsbury  v.  Whitaker,    32    La. 
Ann.  1055;  36  Am.  Rep.  278. 
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one  who  had  been  detailed  to  watch  him,  having  apparently 
fallen  there  from  helplessness,  and  being  unable  from  lack  of 
strength  to  remove  himself;  9,nd  the  testator,  with  this  excep- 
tion, was  sound  in  mind  and  memory.  Held,  that  such  facts 
having  no  real  existence,  if  the  will  was  the  direct  offspring  of 
such  partial  insanity,  it  was  void:  Seamen's  Friend  Society  v. 
Hopper,  33  N.  Y.  619. 

§  3164.  Delirium. — Where  one,  from  disease  or  other- 
wise, suffers  from  delirium  which  affects  his  reason  and 
memory,  and  during  its  continuance  he  makes  a  will 
which  is  the  direct  outcome  of  the  paroxysm,  it  is  held 
that  the  will  is  thereby  vitiated.^  Delirium  is  classed  by 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  old  law-writers  as  among 
those  failings  of  the  mind  which  constitute  one  non  com- 
pos mentis,  who  says:  *'  Non  compos  mentis  is  of  four  sorts: 
....  4.  Lastly,  he  that  by  his  own  vicious  act  for  a  time 
depriveth  himself  of  his  memory  and  understanding."  ^ 

§3165.  Drunkenness.  —  Perhaps  the  most  common 
cause  of  delirium  is  that  occasioned  by  drunkenness,  and 
this  came  within  the  last  subdivision  made  by  Coke  of 
those  non  compos  mentis;^  and  here  the  same  rule  applies 
as  in  other  cases,  the  test  being  whether  the  will  was  the 
direct  offspring  of  tho  drunken  delirium  or  loss  of  mind 
consequent  thereon.  Blackstone  refers  to  this  class  of  dis- 
abled persons  as  those  who  "have  their  senses  besotted 
with  drunkenness,"  and  adds,  referring  to  others  within 
the  designation  of  non  compos  mentis,  "all  these  are  inca- 
pable, by  reason  of  mental  disability,  to  make  any  will  so 
long  as  such  disability  lasts  ";*  although  drunkenness  does 
not  necessarily  constitute  a  man  of  unsound  mind,*  even 
though  such  habits  be  long  continued.®     So  an  habitual 


^  Taylor  on  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
626;  Ray  on  Insanity,  sees.  253-254, 
290;  Wharton  and  Stille's  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  sees.  36,  235. 

'■'  Co.  Lit.  246  b;  I  Jarman  on  Wills, 
Randolph  and  Tolcott's  notes,  103. 

^  Co.  Lit.  246  b.     "  Drunkenness  it- 


self is  a  species  of  insanity  ":  Duffield 
V.  Robeson,  2  Harr.  (Del. )  375. 

♦  2  Bla.  Com.  497. 

'  Estate  of  Johnson,  57  Cal.  529. 

•  Gardner  v.  Gardner,  22  Wend.  526; 
34  Am.  Dec.  340. 


^m 
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drunkard  is  presumed  competent,  when  sober,  to  make  a 
valid  will,  unless  it  appears  that  intemperance  has  pro- 
duced a  settled  derangement  of  the  faculties.*  And  a 
will  made  by  one  then  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating 
liquor  is  not  for  that  reason  void,  unless  he  was  so  excited 
by  the  liquor  as  to  disorder  his  faculties,  and  pervert  his 
judgment.* 

§  3166.  Imbeciles — Deaf,  Dumb,  and  Blind  Persons.— 
Idiots  are  totally  incapacitated  from  making  a  will.'  And 
since  one  born  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  was  generally  looked 
upon  as  of  not  greater  capacity  than  an  idiot,  such  person 
could  not  make  a  valid  will.*  But  blindness  alone,  or 
mere  physical  incapacity,  such  as  deafness  and  being 
dumb,  unless  coupled  with  fraud  or  undue  influence,  or 
unless  such  infirmity  affects  the  mind,  so  as  to  cause  a 
loss  of  the  requisite  intellect,  does  not  constitute  incapa- 
city which  vitiates  the  will;"  and  in  Georgia  and  New 
Mexico,  by  statute,  a  person  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  may 
make  a  will." 


'  Gardner  v.  Gardner,  22  Wend.  526; 
84  Am.  Dec.  340. 

«  Peck  V.  Cary,  27  N.  Y.  9;  84  Am. 
Am.  Dec.  220,  and  note  240;  Harper's 
Will,  4  Bibb,  244;  Thompson  v.  Kyner, 
65  Pa.  St.  368;  Starrett  v.  Douglass,  2 
Yeates,  48;  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Tolcott's  notes,  97,  note  c; 
fiteubins  v.  Hart,  4  Denio,  501 ;  Duffield 
V.  Robeson,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  375,  383. 

'  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  63,  and  note  a,  91; 
2  Tomlins's  Law  Diet.,  tit.  Wills. 

*  1  Bla.  Com.  303,  304.    See  Ray's 


Medical  Jurisprudence  of  Insanity,  86, 
743;  1  Wharton  and  Stilie's  Medical 
Jurisprudence,  sec.  1;  Taylor's  Med- 
ical Jurisprudence,  89-791;  1  Jarman 
on  Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's 
notes,  63. 

»  Ray  V.  Hill,  3  Strob.  297;  49  Am. 
Dec.  647;  In  re  Axford,  1  Swab.  &  T. 
540.  See  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  1 
Speers,  253,  257;  40  Am.  Dec.  699;  1 
Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and  Tal* 
cott's  notes,  63,  note  6,  et  seq. 

*  Stimsou's  American  Statute  Law, 
■eo.  2604. 
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CHAPTER  CLVI. 

EXECUTION  AND  ATTESTATION. 

§3167.  Execution  of  will. 

§  3168.  Manner  and  mode  of  signing. 

§  3169.  Sealing. 

§  3170.  Acknowledgment  of  signature. 

§  3171.  Publication. 

§  3172.  Reading  of  will  to  or  by  testator,  and  knowledge  by  him  of  contents. 

§  3173.  Will  must  be  attested  or  subscribed. 

§  3174.  Whether  attestation  clause  is  part  of  will. 

§  3175.  Witnesses  need  not  read  or  know  contents  of  will. 

§  3176.  Who  are  competent  or  credible  witnesses. 

§  3177.  How  witnesses  should  sign. 

§  3178.  Where  witnesses  should  sign. 

§  3179.  Order  of  signing. 

§  3180.  Request  to  witness. 

§3181.  Attestation  as  to  sanity. 

§  3182.  Attestation  at  different  times. 

§  3183.  Attestation  in  presence  of  testator. 

§  3184.  Signing  by  witnesses  in  presence  of  each  other. 

§  3183.  Witnesses  should  see  testator's  signature. 

§  3167.  Execution  of  Will.— It  is  requisite  to  the 
validity  of  a  will  that  it  should  be  signed  by  the  testa- 
tor, duly  attested  by  competent  witnesses,  and  that  it 
should  be  published  and  declared  by  him  to  be  his  last 
will  and  testament.' 


§  3168.  Manner  and  Mode  of  Signing.— While  the 
signing  should  be  by  the  testator  personally,  if  able,  yet 
it  may  also  be  done  by  some  one  for  him,  who  may  sub- 
scribe the  testator's  name  in  his  presence  and  by  his 
direction.'     So  the   signing  may  be   by  the  testator's 


'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2640-2644.  See  generally,  as  to 
execution,  attestation,  and  publica- 
tion, notes  to  Chaffee  v.  Baptist  Miss. 
Conv.,  40  Am.  Dec.  231;  Jauncey  v. 
Thome,  45  Am.  Dec.  442;  Coffin  v. 
Coffin,  80  Am.  Dec.  242. 

»Rigg  V.  Wilton,  13  IlL  15;  54  Am. 


Dec.  419;  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  2640.  But  see  Northcutt  v. 
Northcutt,  20  Mo.  266;  Carty  v.  Hoff'. 
man,  23  Pa.  St.  507;  Greenongh  v. 
Greenough,  1!  Pa.  St.  489;  51  Am. 
Dec.  567;  Asay  v.  Hoover,  5  Pa.  St. 
21;  45  Am.  Deo.  713. 
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mark.^  It  is  said  that  the  signature  to  a  will  should  be 
subscribed  or  written  at  the  end,  the  purpose  contemplated 
being  to  prevent  fraudulent  additions  to  the  will.^  And 
where  the  statute  requires  that  the  testator,  "unless  pre- 
vented by  the  extremity  of  his  last  sickness,  shall"  sign 
at  the  end  of  the  will,  the  statute  must  be  followed;  and 
if  the  testator's  signature  in  such  case  precedes  a  final 
clause  appointing  executors,  the  document  is  not  prop- 
erly executed  as  a  testamentary  paper,  and  should  not  be 
admitted  to  probate;^  and  the  same  rule  obtains  where  the 
testator's  signature  precedes  a  clause  appointing  executors, 
and  this  is  followed  bj'^  additional  provisions  subscribed  by 
the  testator.*  But  a  mere  memorandum  under  the  signa- 
ture does  not  invalidate  the  will.*  Signing  at  the  end,  how- 
ever, was  not  a  requisite  under  the  statute  of  frauds,'  since 
the  place  of  the  testator's  signature  under  that  statute  was 
not  material.  The  fact  that  some  further  act,  such  as  the 
proper  acknowledgment  of  the  instrument,  was  necessary, 
seems  to  have  been  sufficient,  and  the  presumption  in  such 
case  arose  that  a  former  writing  of  the  name  became,  by 
the  final  act  of  authentication,  an  adoption  of  the  testator's 
signature.' 


So  an  unsigned  addition  to  a  will  does  not 


1  Will  of  Jenkina,  43  Wis.  610;  Ros- 
ser  V.  Franklin,  6  Gratt.  1;  52  Am. 
Dec.  97;  Higgius  v.  Carlton,  28  Md. 
115;  92  Am.  Dec.  666;  Bailey  v.  Bai- 
ley, 35  Ala.  687;  Guthrie  v.  Price,  23 
Ark.  396;  St.  Louis  Hospital  v.  Wege- 
man,  21  Mo.  17;  St.  Louis  Hospital  v. 
Williams,  19  Mo.  17;  1  Jarman  oa 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Taleott's  notes, 
201,  255,  note,  256.  But  see  Greeuough 
V.  Greeuough,  11  Pa.  St.  489;  51  Am. 
Dec.  567;  Grabill  v.  Barr,  5  Pa  St. 
441;  47  Am.  Dec.  418;  Asay  w.  Hoover, 
6  Pa.  St.  21 ;  45  Am.  Dec.  713.  So  the 
mark  of  a  blind  testator  may  be  a  suf- 
ficient signature:  Ray  v.  Hill,  3  Strob. 
297;  49  Am.  Dec.  647. 

»  Younger  v.  Duffie,  94  N.  Y.  535, 
639;  46  Am.  Rep.  156;  1  Jarman  oa 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Taleott's  notes, 
249;  1  Perkins's  Williams  on  Execu- 
tors, 117,  note;  McDonough  v.  Laugh- 
lin,   20    Barb.   238;    Chaifee  v.   Bap- 


tist Miss.  Conv.,  10  Paige,  85;  40  Am. 
Dec.  225;  Watts  v.  Public  Adm'r, 
4  Wend.  168;  Schouler  on  Executors 
and  Administrators,  sec.  74;  Sisters  of 
Charity  v.  Kelley,  67  N.  Y.  409. 

»  Winelaud'a  Appeal,  118  Pa.  St.  .37; 
4  Am.  St.  Rep.  571.  See  1  Williams 
on  Executors,  69;  2  Bla.  Com.  377, 
note  6;  Showers  v.  Showers,  27  Pa. 
St.  485;  67  Am.  Dec.  485,  and  note; 
GrabiU  v.  Barr,  5  Pa.  St.  441;  47  Am. 
Dec.  418. 

*  McGuire  v.  Kerr,  2  Bradf.  244. 
See  also  Glancy  v.  Glancy,  17  Ohio  St. 
134. 

"  Wikofif's  Appeal,  15  Pa.  St.  2S1; 
53  Am.  Dec.  597. 

«  29  Car.  II.,  c.  3.  But  see  1  Vict. 
26,  and  15  &  16  Vict.,  c.  24;  2  Bla. 
Com.  377,  note  6. 

'  Lemayne  v.  Stanley,  3  Lev.  1; 
Allen  V.  Everett,  12  B.  Mon.  379.  See 
Waller  v.  Waller,   1  Gratt.  454;  42 
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Pa.  St.  281; 


invalidate  it,  although  the  statute  requires  a  signing  at  the 
end  if  it  bears  neither  upon  the  contents  of  the  will  nor  on 
its  interpretation.'  And  if  a  will  be  signed  by  the  testator 
on  any  part  of  it  after  he  cuts  off  a  portion,  of  the  original 
instrument,  it  is  still  valid  if  it  appears  from  the  circum- 
stances that  the  testator  intended  that  the  uncanceled 
part  should  remain  as  his  will.''  Where  a  will  is  on  several 
sheets  of  paper,  it  is  held  that  it  is  not  necessary  that 
each  sheet  should  be  signed.^  So  an  unsigned  written 
sheet  may  be  part  of  a  will,  which  is  itself  properly  signed 
and  executed.'*  But  it  must  appear  that  the  testator's  sig- 
nature was  intended  to  be  regarded  as  such,  and  that  the 
instrument  is  complete,  and  the  paper  itself  must  show 
this.** 

Illustrations. — A  will  was  written  down  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  the  testator  and  in  his  presence,  and  lie  read  over 
the  will  after  it  was  written,  and  declared  that  it  was  right, 
and  the  will  was  properly  attested,  but  the  testator,  from  physi- 
cal inability,  was  not  able  to  sign  the  will,  and  his  name  did 
not  appear  otherwise  than  in  the  first  clause  of  the  will,  which 
was  as  follows:  "In  the  name  of  God,  amen,  I,  James  Arm- 
strong," etc.;  and  the  testator,  at  the  time  of  declaring  his  in- 
ability from  weakness  to  sign  the  will,  stated  that  he  desired 
the  witnesses  to  note  that  it  was  his  will.  Held,  that  the  will 
was  sufficiently  signed  by  the  testator:  Armstrong  v.  Arvistrony, 
29  Ala.  538.  A  will  was  not  subscribed,  nor  the  testator's 
name  written  in  any  place  except  the  first  clause,  which  com- 
menced, "1,  Samuel  Adams,"  etc.,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
will  was  written  at  different  times  by  the  testator,  and  was 
in  his  own  handwriting,  and  was  followed  by  the  attestation 
clause  written  in  the  usual  form  at  the  end,  and  was  legally 


Am.  Dec.  564,  and  note  571;  Glancy 
V.  Glancy,  17  Ohio  St.  134;  2  Bla. 
Com.  ;i76,  377,  and  note  G;  Kanisey  v. 
Ramsey,  13  Gratt.  664;  70  Am.  Doc. 
438;  Bouvier's  Law  Diet.,  tit.  Wills; 
1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  206;  1  Redfiuld  on 
Wills,  210;  Williams  on  Executors, 
104.  In  Connecticut  and  Kentucky 
wills  must  be  subscribed;  in  Arkan- 
sas, California,  Dakota,  Kansas,  Min- 
nesota, Montana,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,    and    Utah,    must    be 


signed  at  the  end:  Stimson's  Ameri- 
can Statute  Law,  sec.  2(i4(). 

»  Wikoft's  Appeal,  15  Pa.  St.  281; 
53  Am.  Dec.  5!)7.  But  see  Hays  v. 
Harden,  6  Pa.  St.  409. 

*  Brown's  WiJl,  1  B.  Mon.  56;  35 
Am.  Dec.  174. 

*  Pearson  v.  Wightman,  1  Mill  Const. 
336;  12  Am.  Dec.  636. 

*  Martin  v.  Handin's  Ex'rs,  4  Strob. 
188;  53  Am.  Dec.  673. 

^  Waller  v.  Waller,  1  Gratt.  454;  42 
Am.  Dec.  564, 
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witnessed  at  the  testator's  request,  and  was  declared  by  him  to 
be  his  will.  Held,  that  the  word  "sign,"  in  the  statute,  did  not 
necessitate  a  signing  at  the  end,  and  that  the  name  written  at 
the  beginning  of  the  will  was  adopted  as  his  final  signature  by 
the  testator,  and  that  it  was  a  sufficient  signing:  Adams  v. 
Field,  21  Vt.  256. 

§  3169.  Sealing. — The  Nevada  statute  provides  that 
a  will  should  be  sealed  by  the  testator's  seal;'  and  a 
similar  provision  requiring  a  seal  seems  to  exist  in  New 
Hampshire,''  though  where  the  objection  that  a  will  was 
invalid  for  want  of  a  seal  was  urged  for  the  first  time  in 
the  supreme  court,  it  was  decided  that  such  lack  of  a  seal 
could  not  then  be  availed  of,  since  a  compliance  with  the 
statute  might  have  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court  below;  and  the  court  refers  to  the  statutory  pro- 
vision  requiring  a  seal  as  a  thoughtless  enactment,  and 
that  it  might  have  been  complied  with  by  the  testator  by 
"  attaching  a  wafer,  or  by  afhxing  a  piece  of  paper  with 
mucilage,  or  appending  a  seal  to  the  will  with  a  string  or 
ribbon,  or  by  writing  on  it  any  symbol  or  hieroglyphic 
which  it  was  his  habit  to  use  as  a  seal,"  and  "  that  it  was 
unnecessary  to  make  mention  of  the  seal  in  the  instru- 
ment."' With  the  exception  of  the  two  states  above 
noted,  we  do  not  find  that  the  statutes  require  a  seal  to  a 
will;  and  in  the  absence  of  such  requirement,  a  will  is 
good  without  a  seal.  "  It  would  do  violence  to  all  known 
rules  of  construction  to  annex  any  forms  to  an  instrument 
as  essential  to  its  validity  which  are  not  specifically  re- 
quired by  statute."*  But  where  a  will  was  executed  by 
virtue  of  a  power  requiring  such  paper  to  be  under  hand 
and  seal,  it  was  held  that  it  must  have  a  seal  to  be  valid, 
and  the  fact  that  the  will  was  other  wrise  duly  executed  and 
attested  did  not  make  it  valid.' 


>  Neva'la  Gen.  Stats.  1886,  sec.  3002. 
s  Gen.  Laws  1878,  c.  193,  sec.  6. 

*  In  the  matter  of  the  Estate  of 
Sticknoth,  7  Nev.  223,  233,  234. 

*  Heirs  of  Piatt  v.  Heirs  of  McCul- 


lough,  1  McLean,   69,  71  j   Avery  v, 
Pixley,  4  Mass.  460. 

*  Dormer  v.  Thurland,  2  P.  Wras. 
506.  And  see  Amdt  v.  Arndt.  1  Serg. 
&.  K.  256;  Hight  v.  Wilson,  1  Dall.  94. 
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§  3170.  Acknowledgment  of  Signature. — In  several  of 
the  states  there  is  a  provision  substantially  to  the  effect 
that  the  testator  may,  in  lieu  of  signing  in  the  pres- 
ence of  witnesses,  acknowledge  in  their  presence  that 
his  signature  was  made  by  him  or  by  his  authority.'  As 
to  the  manner  and  form  of  the  acknowledgment,  it  is 
held  that  where  a  will  has  been  signed  for  the  testator  by 
another  person,  in  his  presence  and  by  his  express  direc- 
tion, in  the  absence  of  the  attesting  witnesses,  the  requi- 
site acknowledgment  of  the  fact  by  the  testator  in  the 
hearing  of  the  witnesses  need  not  be  in  any  particular 
form  of  words,  nor  in  any  specified  manner;  but  if  the  wit- 
nesses are  made  to  understand  by  signs,  motions,  conduct, 
or  attending  circumstances  that  the  testator  acknowl- 
edges the  signature  as  his,  and  the  instrument  as  his  will, 
it  is  sufficient;  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  testator  should 
acknowledge  to  the  attesting  witnesses  that  such  signing 
was  in  pursuance  of  his  previous  express  authority  and 
in  his  presence;  and  the  fact  of  such  signing  and  of  such 
authority  may  be  shown  by  the  acknowledgment  to  the 
witnesses,  or  by  other  competent  testimony,  or  may  be 
presumed  from  the  facts  and  circumstances.'' 

Illustrations.  —  The  testator  had  his  will  written  In  the 
house,  went  out  and  called  the  two  subscribing  witnesses  from 
a  field,  said  he  war^ted  them  to  come  in  and  sign  a  paper. 
They  went  into  the  house,  and  the  scrivener  read  over  to  them 
the  attesting  clause,  the  testator  being  present.     After  tlie  read- 


'  Deering's  Cal.  Civ.  Cotle,  sec.  1276; 
Webb  V.  Fleming,  30  Ga.  SOS;  76  Am. 
Dec.  675;  Burwell  v,  Corbin,  1  Rand. 
131;  10  Am.  Deo.  494;  Dewey  w.  Dewey, 
I  Met.  349;  35  Am.  Dec.  367;  Hush 
V.  Cornell,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  458;  lluther- 
ford  V.  Rutherford,  1  Deuio,  33;  43 
Am.  Dec.  644.  "And  it  seems  strange 
that  any  question  should  ever  have 
been  made  upon  this  point":  1  Red- 
field  on  Wills,  227,  note  54.  See  also, 
to  same  effect  as  text,  the  statutes 
of  Arkansas,  Dakota,  Illinois,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Montana,  New  Jersey, 
New  York,  Ohio,  Virginia,  and  West 


Virginia,  referred  to  in  Stimson'a 
American  Statute  Law,  sec.  2642. 
See  Higgins  v.  Carlton,  2S  Md.  115; 
92  Am.  Doc.  666;  Sutton  v.  Sutton,  5 
Harr.  459;  Riggv.  Wilton,  13  111.  15;  54 
Am.  Dec.  419.  In  Utah,  signing  and 
acknowledging  in  the  M'itnoases'  pres- 
ence are  both  necessary:  Comp.  Laws 
1888,  sec.  2651. 

*  Haynes  v.  Haynes,  33  Ohio  St. 
598;  31  Am.  Rep.  579;  Allison  v.  Al- 
lison, 46  111.  61;  92  Am.  Dec.  066; 
Rosser  v.  Franklin,  6  Gratt.  1;  52 
Am.  Dec.  97;  Jauncey  i>.  Thome,  2 
Barb.  Ch.  40;  45  Am.  Dec.  424. 
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ing  the  testator  handed  the  pen  to  the  witnesses,  who  signed 
the  instrument.  No  words  were  spoken  during  this  time.  Held, 
a  sufficient  acknowledgment  by  the  testator:  Alliaon  v.  Allison, 
46111.61;  92  Am.  Dec.  237. 

§  3171.  Publication. — Whether  publication  is  an  act 
essential  to  the  validity  of  a  will  is,  and  has  been,  a  ques- 
tion on  which  there  is  much  diversity  of  opinion.  It  is 
required,  however,  in  California  that  the  testator  must  de- 
clare to  the  attesting  witnesses  that  the  instrument  is  his 
will.^  And  a  like  provision  exists  in  Arkansas,  Dakota, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  Montana,  and  Utah.^  In  those 
states  where  publication  is  required  the  declaration  should 
be  made  at  the  time  of  signing  or  acknowledging  the  sig- 
nature by  the  testator;'  and  the  publication  must  be  in 
the  presence  of  all  the  witnesses.*  There  is,  it  seems,  no 
necessity  under  the  English  law  that  the  witnesses  be 
informed  or  know  that  the  instrument  which  they  are 
requested  to  attest  by  the  testator  is  his  will.*  But  it  is 
said  in  a  recent  work  of  authority  on  wills  that  "this  is 
not  so  held  in  the  American  states."  The  proposition, 
however,  is  qualified  by  the  addition  of  the  words  "at 
least  not  universally,  though  the  doctrine  varies  in  the 
different  stcites";"  and  so  qualified,  the  proposition  ac- 
cords with  the  statement  made  at  the  beginning  of  this 
section.  In  those  states  where  publication  is  necessary 
no  exact  form  of  words  is  required,  but  there  must  be 
some  communication  by  the  testator  to  the  witnesses  at 


*  Deering's  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1276. 
'  Stimsou's  American  Statute  Law, 

sec.  264L  See  also  Remsen  v.  Brinck- 
erhoff,  2G  Wend.  325;  37  Am.  Dec. 
251;  ChafiFee  v.  Baptist  Missionary 
Convention,  10  Paige,  85;  40  Am.  Dec. 
225. 

•Baskin  v.  Baskin,  36  N.  Y.  416; 
Lewis  V.  Lewis,  UN.  Y.  220;  Sechrest 
V.  Edward,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  163;  Parra- 
more  v.  Taylor,  11  Gratt.  220;  Swift 
V.  Wiley,  1  B.  Mon.  114. 

*  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80  Am. 
Deo.  235;  Seymour  v.  Van  Wyck,  6 


N.  Y.  120;  Tyler  v.  Mapes,  19  Barb. 
448.  But  see  Small  t;.  Small,  4  Me. 
220;  16  Am.  Dec.  253. 

*  Jauncey  v.  Thome,  2  Barb.  Cli.  40; 
45  Am.  Dec.  424;  1  Jarman  on  Wills, 
Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes,  207;  1 
Redfield  on  Wills,  284,  285.  "  It  is 
not  necessary  that  the  testator  should 
declare  the  instrument  he  executed 
to  be  his  will":  Bond  v.  Seawell,  3 
Burr.  1775;  Moodie  v.  Reid,  7  Taunt. 
361. 

"  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  207,  note  7. 
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the  time  which  indicates  an  intention  to  give  effect  to  the 
paper  as  the  testator's  will.*  But  any  form  of  communi- 
cation by  the  testator  to  the  witnesses  is  suflicient,  pro- 
vided he  makes  known  to  them  that  he  intends  the 
instrument  to  operate  as  his  will.''  Where  the  declara- 
tion that  a  paper  is  a  will  is  made  by  a  third  person,  if 
sufficient  in  any  case,  it  must  be  distinct  and  unequivocal, 
not  indefinite,  as  that  the  instrument  is  the  testator's 
"will  or  agreement."^ 

"  It  is  largely,  if  not  universally,  held  in  the  various 
American  states  that  the  acknowledgment  of  his  signa- 
ture to  the  witnesses  by  the  testator  is  a  sufficient  com- 
pliance with  the  statute."*     So  it  is  held  that  the  signing 


'  Reinsen  v.  BrinckerhoflF,  26  Wend. 
325;  37  Am.  Dec.  251,  and  note  260; 
Compton  V.  Mitton,  12  N.  J.  L.  70;  Buu- 
tin  V,  Johnson,  28  La.  Ann.  796;  Heyer 
V.  Berger,  1  Hoff.  Ch.  1 ;  Gilbert  w.Knoi, 
52  N.  Y.  125;  Rogers  v.  Diamond,  13 
Ark.  474;  Lewis  v.  Lewis,  11  N.  Y. 
220.  See  Peck  v.  Gary,  27  N.  Y.  9; 
84  Am.  Deo.  220. 

» Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80 
Am.  Dec.  235.  "It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  testator  should  in  express 
terms  declare  the  instrument  in  process 
of  execution  to  be  his  will;  another  may 
speak  for  him.  It  is  a  sufficient  com- 
pliance with  the  statute  when  enough 
is  said  or  done  in  the  presence  ami 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  testator  to 
give  the  witnesses  to  understand  dis- 
tinctly that  the  testator  desires  them 
to  know  that  the  paper  is  his  will,  and 
that  they  are  to  attest  it ":  Elkinton 
V.  Brick,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  154,  167. 

'  Rutherford  v.  Rutherford,  1  Denio, 
33;  43  Am.  Dec.  644.  It  is  decided 
in  a  recent  case  in  Connecticut  that 
knowledge  by  the  witness  that  the 
instrument  he  is  attesting  is  a  will  is 
not  necessary.  The  statute  of  that 
state  on  which  the  decision  is  based 
only  requires  a  will  to  be  "  in  writing, 
subscribed  by  the  testator,  and  at- 
tested by  "  witnesses,  in  the  presence 
of  the  testator  and  of  each  other,  and 
the  court  held  that  it  would  attribute 
"  too  much  meaning  to  the  word  '  at- 


testatioi) '"  to  declare  that  a  knowl- 
edge by  the  witness  that  the  instru- 
ment he  was  signing  was  a  will  was 
a  requisite  to  the  due  attestation  of  the 
testator's  signature,  and  that  the  pur- 
pose of  having  a  witness  was  to  enable 
him,  "  with  a  great  degree  of  certainty 
at  all  times,  possibly  at  a  great  length 
of  time  after  his  attestation,  to  testify 
that  the  testator  put  his  name  upon 
the  identical  piece  of  paper  upon  which 
he  placed  his  own  ":  Oaaada's  Appeal, 
47  Conn.  450,  460,  401.  The  court 
discusses  Wyndham  v.  Chetwjnd,  1 
Burr.  421;  Bond  v.  Soawell,  3  Burr. 
1775;  Wright  V.  Wright,  7  Ring.  457; 
White  V.  Trustees  of  British  Museum, 
6  Bing.  310;  Trimmer  v.  Jackson,  4 
Burn's  Ecc.  Law,  102;  and  cites 
Dewey  v.  Dewey,  1  Mot.  341);  35  Am, 
Dec.  367;  Hogan  v.  Grosvener,  10  Met. 
54;  43  Am.  Dec.  414;  Osbora  r.  Cook, 
11  Cush.  532;  59  Am.  Dec.  155;  Nick- 
erson  v.  Buck,  12  Cush.  332;  Tildeu  v. 
Tilden,  13  Gray,  110. 

♦  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  211,  note;  citing 
Rosser  v.  Franklin,  6  Gratt.  1;  52 
Am.  Dec.  97;  Jauncey  v.  Thorne,  2 
Barb.  Ch.  40;  45  Am.  Dec.  424;  Peck 
V.  Cary,  27  N.  Y.  9;  84  Am.  Dec.  220; 
Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80  Am. 
Dec.  235;  Allison  v.  Allison,  46  111. 
61;  92  Am.  Dec.  237:  Higgins  v.  Carl- 
ton, 28  Md.  115;  92  Am.  Dec.  666; 
and  several  others. 
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and  attestation  of  a  will  amount  to  a  sufficient  publication 
in  themselves.' 

Illustrations. — One  of  the  witnesses  could  remember  noth- 
ing, and  could  only  identify  his  signature,  and  the  other  wit- 
ness remembered  that  he  signed  a  paper  as  witness,  but  that  it 
was  folded,  and  he  could  see  nothing  except  a  part  of  the  attes- 
tation clause,  although  the  testator  signed  it  before  him,  and 
requested  that  he  witness  it.  Held,  not  a  publication:  Portetts 
V.  Holm,  4  Demarest,  14.  The  will  was  read  before  all  the  wit- 
nesses, and  approved  of,  sentence  by  sentence,  by  the  testator, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  reading  he  answered  affirmatively  the 
question  whether  it  was  his  will.  Held,  not  a  presentation  by 
the  testator  to  the  witnesses,  as  required  by  the  code  of  Louisi- 
ana: McCaleh  v.  Douglass,  16  La.  Ann.  327.  The  will  was 
read  aloud  to  the  testator,  and  he  was  asked:  "Is  this  paper 
that  has  just  been  read  your  will?"  To  which  the  testator  re- 
plied, "It  is,"  and  signed  it,  and  it  was  attested.  Held,  a  suffi- 
cient presentation  to  witnesses  under  the  code:  Bourke  v.  Wilson, 
38  La.  Ann.  320.  The  testator  handed  a  document  to  a  wit- 
ness, and  said,  "This  is  my  last  will  and  testament,"  but  did 
not  acknowledge  the  signature  to  be  his.  Held,  sufficient  to 
warrant  its  admission  to  probate:  BasJcin  v.  Baskin,  36  N.  Y. 
416.  A  person  who  was  old  and  infirm  had  submitted  to  him 
an  instrument  in  writing,  which  he  signed,  and  which  was 
legally  attested,  but  neither  the  deceased  nor  the  witnesses  gave 
any  intimation  at  the  time  that  the  paper  so  signed  was  a  will. 
Held,  that  there  was  no  publication:  Sweit  v.  Boardman,  1 
Mass.  258;  2  Am.  Dec.  16.  The  witness  was  asked  by  the 
son  of  the  testator  to  come  and  witness  some  writings  for  liis 
father,  and  the  witness  went  and  found  the  testator  partly  sit- 
ting up  in  bed,  and  the  paper  was  produced  from  a  chest  by 
the  eon  at  the  father's  request,  spread  out  upon  a  table,  and  the 
witness  askod  the  father  if  this  was  the  writing  he  was  to  wit- 
ness, to  which  an  affirmative  answer  was  given,  but  nothing  was 
said  about  its  being  a  will;  but  the  witness  judged  from  the  cir- 
cumstances that  it  was  a  will.  Held,  a  sufficient  acknowledgment 
that  the  paper  was  a  will:  Raudebaugh  v.  Shelley,  6  Ohio  St. 
307.  The  will  was  read  to  the  testatrix  by  the  draughtsman, 
and  was  also  read  aloud  by  her  in  the  presence  of  witnesses, 


>  Black  V.  Ellis,  3  Hill  (S.  C.)  68; 
Ray  V.  Walton,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  71; 
Dean  v.  Dean,  27  Vt.  746.  "The  tes- 
tator need  not  declare  in  words  to  the 
subscribing  witnesses  that  the  instru- 
ment which  they  are  called  to  witness 
is  his  will,  though  it  would  be  wise  for 


him  to  do  so;  but  by  acta  and  words  lio 
may  make  it  sufficiently  clear  to  his 
witnesses  that  he  so  accepts  and  re- 
gards the  instrument"  :  Schouler  on 
Executors  and  Administrators,  sec. 
73;  Etchison  v.  Etchison,  53  Md. 
348. 
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and  declared  to  be  correct,  was  then  Bi'gned  by  lior  bcforo  all 
the  witnesses,  and  was  attested  by  them  at  her  request.  IMd, 
a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  statute:  Thompson  v.  Stevenn, 
62  N.  Y.  634.  The  testator  said:  "I  want  you  to  witnens  this." 
Jleld,  a  sufficient  execution  of  the  will:  TUden  v.  Tilden,  13 
Gray,  110. 

S  3172.  Reading  of  Will  to  or  by  Testator,  and  Knowl- 
edge by  Him  of  Contents.  — The  law  does  not  require  that 
a  will  should  be  read  by  or  to  the  person  executing  it. 
"It  is  sufficient  if  the  court  is  satisfied  by  competent  evi- 
dence that  the  contents  of  the  will  were  known  to  and 
approved  by  the  person  executing  it  at  the  time  it  was 
executed  as  a  will."*  Where  a  will  has  been  in  the  testa- 
tor's possession  for  a  long  time,  and  he  has  had  ample 
opportunity  to  read  and  examine  it,  the  presumption  is, 
that  he  did  so  and  knows  its  contents.'*  Nor  need  the  will 
of  a  blind  person,  or  one  so  illiterate  as  to  be  unable  to 
read  or  write,  be  read  over  to  him,  at  the  time  of  its  exe- 
cution, in  the  preseuoe  of  the  witnesses,  in  order  to  render 
it  valid.' 


§  3173.    Will  must  be  Attested  and  Subscribed.— With 

the  exception  of  Pennsylvania,  where  signing  does  not 
seem  to  be  a  necessity,  the  statutes  of  all  the  states  require 
the  will  and  signature  of  the  testator  to  ))e  attested  and 
subscribed  by  witnesses,  to  make  it  valid  to  pass  any  es- 
tate;* and  this  statutory  requirement  must  be  complied 


'  Worth ington  v.  Klemm,  144  Mass. 
ItiT;  citing  Day  v.  Day,  3  N.  J.  Eq. 
54i»;  Pettes  v.  Brighaiii,  10  N.  H.  614; 
Parker  v.  Felgate,  L.  R.  8  P.  D. 
171;  Morrell  v.  Morrell,  L.  R.  7  P.  D. 
68;  Hastilow  v.  Stoby,  L.  R.  1  Pro. 
&  D.  C4;  Cleare  v.  Cleare,  L.  R.  1  Pro. 
&  D.  G55;  Moore  v.  Paiue,  2  Lee, 
595. 

■'  Brick  V.  Brick,  44  N.  J.  Eq.  282. 
As  to  kuowledge  of  contents,  see  Hemp- 
hill V.  Hemphill,  2  Dev.  291;  21 
Am.  Dec.  ,331;  Gerrish  v.  Nason,  22 
Me.  438;  39  Am.  Dec.  589;  Hughes  v. 
Meredith,  24  Ga.  325;  71  Am.  Dec. 
823 


127.  As  to  the  rule  in  Georgia,  see 
Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
2G43.  As  to  what  is  and  ia  not  a  suffi- 
cient knowledge  of  the  contents,  see 
Potts  V.  House,  C  Ga.  324;  50  Am. 
Dec.  329. 

s  Clifton  V.  Murray,  7  Ga.  564;  50 
Am.  Dec.  411;  Hemphill  v.  Hemphill, 
2  Dev.  2i)l;  21  Am.  Dec.  .331;  Wam- 
pler  V.  Wampler,  9  Md.  540. 

♦  Conn.  Gen.  8tats.  1887,  sec.  538; 
Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
2G44;  supplement,  sec.  2644;  1  Jarman 
on  Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's 
notes,  197,  note  1;  249. 
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with,*  though  whore  a  will  consists  of  several  detached 
sheets  it  is  not  uocossury  that  each  sheet  should  be  sepa- 
rately attested.' 

No  particular  form  of  words  for  attestation  is  required. 
It  is  especially  provided  by  statute  in  Virginia  that  "no 
form  of  attestation  shall  be  necessary,*"  and  the  same  pru- 
vision  exists  in  West  Virginia.*  This  rule  also  obtains  in 
those  states  where  no  provision  is  made  therefor;'  and 
there  are  decisions  which  hold  that  no  attestation  clause 
is  necessary.' 

§  3174.    Whether  Attestation  Clause  is  Fart  of  Will.— 

This  quesiion  has  arisen  in  determining  whether  a  sub. 
scription  by  the  witnesses  at  the  end  of  a  will  is  witliiu 
the  meaning  of  a  statutory  requirement  to  that  efl'ect, 
and  the  court  said  what  is  ordinarily  "called  the  attesta- 
tion clause,  when  it  follows  the  signature,  is  no  part  of  the 
will."'  It  is  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  will;  and 
when  "  it  follows  the  signature,  it  cannot  bo  taken  as  a 
part  thereof.  But  if  the  testator  chooses  to  insert  the 
attestation  clause  before  his  signature,  thus  making  it  a 
part  of  the  instrument,  then,  like  any  other  matter  con- 
tained in  the  will  which  does  not  relate  to  the  disposition 
of  property,  it  becomes  a  part  of  the  instrument  called  a 
will.'" 


§  3175.  Witnesses  need  not  Read  or  Know  Contents  of 
Will.  —  A  will  need  not  be  read  by  or  to  the  subscribing 
witnesses,  nor  need  they  know  its  contents.' 


'  Burlington  University  v.  Barrett, 
22  Iowa,  60;  92  Am.  Dec.  376.  See 
Houston  V.  Houston,  2  McCord,  491; 
15  Am.  Dec.  647. 

*  Martin  v.  Hamlin's  Executors,  4 
Strob.  188;  53  Am.  Dec.  673. 

»Va.  Code  1887,  sec.  2515. 
♦Warth's     Amended    Code    1884, 
c.  77,  sec.  3,  p.  569. 

*  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  218;  Fatheree  v.  Law- 
rence, 33  Miss.  585. 


.inons,    3  Br   '' 
..  L  88;  Cliatt 
u-y    Conveutiou,      i 


•  Leaycraf 
.35;  Fry's  W 
Baptist    Mi- 
Paige,  85;  40       i    Dec.  '?' 

'  Jackson  v.  J  at  kson    :{'J  N.  Y.  lo.l 

«  Younger  v.  Dulfie,  .14  N.  Y.  53 J, 
540;  46  Am.  Rep.  156. 

»  Higdon's  Will,  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  444; 
22  Am.  Dec.  84;  Schouler  on  E.xecu 
tori  and  Administrators,  sec.  Tii: 
Dickie  v.  Carter,  42  111.  376;  Levereit 
V.  Carlisle,  19  Ala.  80, 
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inons,    3  Br    ' 

I.  88;  Chiitl 
Conveutiou, 
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n    :{'J  N.  y.  153. 
.,    4  N.  Y.  535, 

J.  Marsh.  444: 
outer  on  Execu- 
l-atora,    sec.    To: 

II.  376;  Leveret: 


§  3176.    Who  are  Competent  or  Credible  Witnesses.  — 

Tlio  statutes  of  tlio  several  states  require  "competent"  or 
"crodiblo"  witnesses  to  attest  the  will,'  and  "under  either 
form  of  expression  persons  beneficially  interested  under 
the  will  cannot  serve." ^  The  term  "credible  witness" 
means,  in  this  connection,  a  witness  who  was  competent 
at  the  time  of  the  attestation.'  A  wife,  however,  is  not,  in 
Massachusetts,  a  competent  witness  to  a  will  containing  a 
devise  to  her  husband,*  nor  even  to  her  husband's  will,* 
though  in  Iowa  a  husband  may  witness  a  will  which 
contains  a  devise  to  his  wife."  In  New  Hampshire,  in- 
habitants of  towns  and  corporations,  and  in  Connecticut 
members  of  corporations,  which  are  devisees  may  attest 
a  will.'  The  executor  is  a  competent  witness  to  the  will 
where  he  has  no  beneficial  interest  therein  other  than  the 
commission  on  the  estate  allowed  by  law  for  his  services. 
If,  however,  he  is  a  legatee  or  devisee,  or  has  a  beneficial 
interest  under  the  will,  the  rule  is  different,*  though  the 
executor  or  legatee  may  renounce  his  legacy  and  dispose 
of  his  interest,  and  become  competent  to  prove  the  will." 


'  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  '2(540. 

^  Suliouler  on  Executors  and  Ad- 
ministrators, sec.  76;  1  Perkins's 
Williams  on  Executors,  67. 

*  iliggins  V.  Carlton,  28  Md.  115;  92 
Am.  Due.  666;  Stiinson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2646;  Hawes  v. 
Humplirey,  9  Pick.  350;  20  Am.  Dec. 
481.  Sue  also  Haven  v.  Milliard,  23 
Pick.  10;  Taylor  v.  Taylor,  1  Rich. 
5.S1;  Workman  v.  Dominick,  3  Strob. 
589;  Patten  v.  Tallman,  27  Me.  17; 
Hall  V.  Hall,  18  Ga.  40;  Nixon  v. 
Armstrong,  .38  Tex.  296;  1  Jarman  on 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes, 
225,  note  23;  189,  note  5;  253. 

*  Sullivan  v.  Sullivan,  106  Mass. 
474;  8  Am.  Rep.  .356.  But  contra, 
Winslow  V.  Kimball,  25  Me.  493; 
Ha  "kins  V.  Hawkins,  54  Iowa,  443. 

Vase  V.  AUis,  110  Mass.  157;  14 
Am.  Rep.  591.     See  Stimson's  Ameri- 
can Statute  Law,  sec.  2650. 
"  Bates  V.  Officer,  70  Iowa,  343. 


^  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2647;  Eustis  v.  Parker,  1  N.  H. 
273.  See  Haven  v.  Hilliard,  23  Pick. 
9;  Warren  v.  Baxter,  48  Me.  193; 
Loring  v.  Park,  7  Gray,  42;  Cornwall 
V.  Isham,  1  Day.  35;  2  Am.  Dec.  50. 

^  Stiniso'i'd  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  264/;  Milley  v.  Wiley,  46  Me. 
230;  Stewart  v.  Harrison,  56  N.  H.  25; 
22  Am.  Rep.  408;  Wyman  v.  Symmes, 
10  Allen,  153;  Overton  v.  Overton,  4 
Dev.  &  B.  197;  Richardson  v.  Rich- 
ardson, 35  Vt.  2.38;  Bowen  v.  Gorautio, 
73  Pa.  St.  357;  Meyer  v.  Fogg,  7  Fla. 
292;  68  Am.  Dec.  441;  Murphy  v. 
Murphy,  24  Mo.  526;  Noble  v.  Burnett, 
10  Rich.  505;  Panand  v.  Jones,  1  Cal. 
488;  Frew  v.  Clarke,  80  Pa.  St.  170. 
See  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  193,  226,  and  note. 

»  Search's  Appeal,  13  Pa.  St.  108. 
But  see  Morton  v.  Ingram,  1 1  Ired. 
.368;  Taylor  w.  Taylor,  1  Rich.  531; 
Stimson  a  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
2649. 
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So  a  j',tdge  of  probate  may  be  a  competent  witness.'  And 
the  heir  may  be  competent  as  a  witness,  although  a  devisi 
or  bequest  to  such  heir  would  be  void.^  So  creditors  may 
be  competent  witnesses,  although  the  debt  is  made  by  the 
will  a  charge  on  lands  of  the  testator.'  The  rule  that  one 
interested  is  incompetent  as  a  witness  is  not  followed  1:1 
Maryland.*  So  whether  the  witness  receives  more  under 
the  will,  or  more  in  case  of  its  invalidity,  is  a  determining 
question  in  some  states.^  And  it  is  said  that,  "  in  states 
which  require  competent  witnesses,  beneficial  devises, 
legacies,  and  gifts  to  subscribing  witnesses  are  usually 
declared  void," '  and  this  would  make  such  witness  com- 
petent.' 

Illustrations.  —  The  statute  provided  that  "all  beneficia' 
devises  made  in  any  will  to  a  subscribing  witness  thereto  ehall 
be  wholly  void,  unless  there  are  three  other  competent  witnesses 
to  the  same."  A  wife  was  one  of  the  three  subscribing  witnesses 
to  a  will  containing  a  devise  to  her  husband,  and  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  devise  to  her  husband  was  a  "beneficial  devise" 
to  the  wife,  and  therefore  void,  leaving  her  a  competent  attest- 
ing witness  to  the  rest  of  the  will.  Held,  that  the  contention 
could  not  be  maintained;  and  there  not  being  the  required  num- 
ber of  competent  witnesses  required  by  law,  the  will  was  invalid: 
Sullivan  v.  Sullivan,  106  Mass.  474;  8  Am.  Rep.  356.  The  son 
of  the  testator  was  a  subscribing  witness  to  a  will,  but  received 
only  one  dollar  under  its  provisions,  that  being  vuch  less  than 
his  interest  as  heir  at  law.  Held,  that  ho  was  a  competent  wit- 
ness to  prove  the  will:  Smalley  v.  Smalley,  70  Me.  545;  35  Am. 
Rep.  353. 

§3177.  How  Witnesses  should  Sign. — A  subscribing 
witness  to  a  will  should  write  his  own  name.^     But  where 


»  Patten  v.  Tallman,  27  Me.  17. 
'  Stiinsoa'a  Americaa  Statute  Law, 
sec.  265L 

*  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2(348. 

*  Estep  V.  Morris,  38  Md.  317. 

*  1  Jannau  on  Wills,  Randclph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  189,  note  5. 

*  Schouler  on  Executors  ;ind  Admin- 
istrators, sec.  76,  note  1 ;  1  Jarinan  on 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes, 
IS'.),  note  5;  Stimson's  American  Stat- 
ute Law,  sec,  2(550. 


'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2G50;  Rucker  v.  LaiiihJin,  12 
Smedes  &  M.  230;  Sullivan  v.  Sulli- 
van, 100  Mass.  474;  8  Am.  lleii. 
356. 

^  Ex  parte  Leroy,  3  Brailf.  227. 
But  see  In  re  Oliver,  2  Spiiiks,  »': 
lu  re  Sperling,  33  L.  J.  I'lob.  2'.; 
Adams  v.  Chaplin,  1  Hill  Eq.  2i;.''. 
Must  afiix  place  of  residence  to  name 
ill  California,  Dakota,  Montana,  Svw 
York,  and  Utah:  Stimson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2644, 
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the  attesting  witness  is  unable  to  write,  his  name  may  be 
written  for  him  by  another,  at  his  request,  in  his  presence, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  testator; »  or  the  name  may  be 
written  by  another,  the  mark  of  the  witness  wlio  is  un- 
able  to  write  being  made  by  him;^  and  the  signing  by 
initials  has  been  held  sufficient.'  The  rule,  in  brief,  is, 
tliat,  "like  the  testator  himself,  the  witness  may  sign  by 
mark,  by  initial,  or  by  fictitious  name,  though  not  by 
seal;  his  hand  may  be  guided  by  another,  if  he  cannot 
write";  but  under  the  English  law,  and  also  in  some  of 
the  states,  he  may  not  adopt  a  signature  made  T-eviouslv 
by  himself  or  another.* 

§3178.      Where    Witnesses    should    Sign.— -In   New 

York  it  is  held  that  the  attestation  must  be  made  after 
the  testator's  signature.'  But  in  Texas  the  rule  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  same,  since  in  that  state  the  fact  that  a 
witness  signs  in  the  attestation  clause,  instead  of  after,  is 
not  considered  important.'  So  in  Mississippi,  the  wit- 
nesses are  not  required  to  sign  in  any  particular  spot  or 
part  of  the  will,  the  statute  only  requiring  that  they 
attest  the  will  in  the  testator's  presence;'  and  generally  it 
is  immaterial  where  the  witnesses  sign  in  the  absence  of 
a  statute  declaring  where  the  signatures  shall  be  placed.* 
But  the  statutes  of  A-kansas,  California,  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana, New  York,  and  Ttah  provide  that  witnesses  shall 
sign  at  the  end  of  the  will.' 


'  Lord  r.  Lord,  58  N.  H.  7:  42  Am. 
■^ep.  565. 

^  Montgomery  v.  Perkins,  2  Met. 
(Ky.)  448;  74  Am.  Dec.  419;  Jesse  v. 
Parker,  6  Gratt.  57;  52  Am.  Dec.  102. 

'Adams  v.  Chaplin,  1  Hill  Eq. 
265. 

*Schouler  on  Executors  and  Ad- 
ministrators, sec.  77;  1  Iledfield  on 
Wills,  22!,,  2.30;  Chase  v.  Kittredge. 
11  Allen,  49;  87  Am.  Dec.  087;  Stur- 
diviint  V.  Bircliett,  10  Gratt.  67;  2 
Grceul.  Ev.,  sec.  677;    1   Jarman  on 


Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes, 

"  Jackson  w.  Jackson,  39  N.  Y.  15.3- 
Heady's  Will,  15  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  21l' 

"Franks  v.  Chapman,  64  Tex. 
159. 

'  Murray    v.    Murphy,    39    Miss. 

^  1  4* 

*  Schouler  on  Executors  and  Admin- 
istrators, sec.  77;  Potts  v.  Felton.  70 
Ind.  166. 

•  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law- 
sec.  2644. 
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§  3179.  Order  of  Signing.— In  the  attestation  of  a 
will,  the  order  of  signing  is  immaterial.  In  this  res[)cct 
it  is  said  that  the  English  law  diflFers  from  ours,  and  its 
decisions  are  not  authority  here.* 

§  3180.  Request  to  Witness.  —  In  Arkansas,  California, 
Dakota,  Montana,  New  York,  and  Utah  the  testator  must 
request  the  witnesses  to  sign  the  will.'^  But  this  require- 
ment  is  held  to  be  sufficiently  complied  with  when  the 
request  is  made  by  the  draughtsman  in  the  testator's  pres- 
ence.'    So  a  request  to  a  witness  to  subscribe  a  will  ma, 


av 


be  made  by  a  third  person,  provided  the  testator  hears 
and  understands  it,  and  does  not  dissent.*  And  where 
such  request  is  a  prerequisite,  no  particular  form  of  words 
is  necessary  to  be  used,  nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  request 
be  openly  made;  mere  acquiescence  by  the  testator  when 
another  calls  in  the  witnesses  is  sufficient.* 

§  3181.  Attestation  as  to  Sanity. — The  presumption 
is,  as  we  have  seen,  that  the  testator  was  of  sound  and 
disposing  mind  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  will' 
And  it  is  said,  in  a  Missouri  case,  that  "there  is  nothing 
in  the  idea  that  it  should  appear  from  the  attestation  of  a 
witness  to  a  will  that  the  testator  was  of  sound  and  dis- 
posing mind.  The  witness  proves  that  fact  when  sworn 
to  establish  the  will,  but  the  statute  does  not  require  that 
be  should  state  it  in  his  attestation."^  But  the  witnesses 
must  judge  of  the  testator's  capacity,  since  they  are  present 
at  the  time  and  place  of  the  execution  of  the  will,  and  are 
placed  there  for  that  purpose,  to  protect  both  the  testator 


»  Miller  v.  McNeill,  35  Pa.  St.  217; 
78  Am.  Dec.  333. 

*  See  also  Rutherford  v.  Rutherford, 
1  Denio,  33;  43  Am.  Dec.  644. 

»  Peck  V.  Cary,  27  N.  Y.  9;  84  Am. 
Dec.  220. 

*  Cheatham  v.  Hatcher,   30  Oratt. 
66;  32  Am.  Rep.  650. 

*  Whiteuack  v.  Stryke,  2  N.  J.  Eq. 
8;   Nelson  v.   McGiffert,   3   IJarh.  Ch. 


158;  49  Am.  Dec.  170.  See  Hogan  v. 
Grosvenor,  19  Met.  54;  43  Am.  Dec. 
414.  Request  not  necessary  in  Mary- 
land: Uiggins  V.  Carlton,  2t>  Md.  IIJ; 
92  Am.  Dec.  666. 

«  Elkiuton  v.  Brick,  44  N.  J.  Eq. 
154. 

'  Murpliy  ?'.  Murphy,  24  Mo.  5211. 
But  see  Withiutou  v.  Witliiuton.  ' 
Mo.  589. 


5159 


EXECUTION    AND   ATTESTATION.       §§  8182,  3183 


and  the  heir,  and  prominence  is  justly  given  to  their  tes- 
timony on  the  question  of  testamentary  capacity.* 

§  3182.     Attestation  at  DiflFerent  Times.  —  Unless  there 

is  some  statute  expressly  or  impliedly  to  the  contrary, 
there  is  no  reason  why  the  witnesses  should  not  attest  at 
different  times  or  on  different  days,  provided  the  will  is 
attested  in  the  presence  of  the  testator.'^ 

§  3183.    Attestation    in    Presence    of    Testator.  —  In 

nearly  all  the  states  the  witnesses  are  required  to  sign 
in  the  presence  of  the  testator.^  There  have  been  nu- 
merous cases  where  the  question  has  arisen  whether  the 
will  was  signed  as  the  statute  requires;  and  while  each 
case  depends  on  its  particular  circumstances,  yet  a  gen- 
eral principle  governs  in  the  determination  of  all  of 
them,  and  that  is  this:  a  literal  compliance  with  the 
words  of  the  statute  is  never  exacted.  If,  when  the  sign- 
ing was  done  by  the  witnesses,  they  were  so  located  in 
relation  to  the  testator  as  that  the  reasonable  conclusion 
could  obtain  that  he  must  have  seen  the  signing,  it  is 
sufficiently  and  properly  attested;  and  the  fact  that  a 
possibility  exists  that  the  testator  saw  the  witnesses  sign 
has  been  held  to  establish  prima  facie  an  attesting  in  the 
presence  of  the  testator."  The  testator  must  be  so  present 
to  witnesses  and  they  to  him  that  he  might  and  probably 
did  see  the  attestatio-),;  and  it  will  not  suffice  that  he 


'  Field's  Appeal,  36  Conn.  277,  279. 

*  Green  v.  Cain,  12  Gratt.  252;  Eel- 
beck  V.  Granberry,  2  Hayw.  (N.  C.) 
232;  2  Am.  Dec.  624;  Jauncey  v. 
Thome,  2  Barb.  Ch.  40:  45  Am.  Dec. 
424. 

'  So  in  Alabama,  Arizona,  Califor- 
ma,  Connecticut,  Dakota,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Illinois,  Indiana, 
Kansas,  Kentucky,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Alassachuaetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana,  Ne- 
braska, New  Hampshire,  New  Jersey, 
^ew  York,  Nevada,  North  Carolina, 


Ohio,  Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah, 
Virginia,  Vermont,  Washington,  West 
Virginia,  Wisconsin:  Stimson's  Amer- 
ican Statute  Law,  sec.  2644;  Kncker 
V.  Lambdin,  12  Smedes  &  M.  230; 
Town  of  Pawtucket  v.  Baliou,  15  R.' 
I.  58;  2  Aui.  St.  Rep.  868.  But  see 
Abraham!).  Wilkins,  17  Ark.  292;  In 
re  Will  of  Cornelius,  14  Ark.  675. 

♦  Montgomery  v.  Perkins,  2  Met. 
(Ky.)  448;  74  Am.  Dec.  419;  Dewey 
V.  Dewey,  1  Met.  349;  35  Am.  Dec. 
367. 
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might  have  seen  the  attestation  by  changing  his  situa- 
tion, or  causing  it  to  be  changed,  or  by  removing  an 
intervening  obstruction.'  But  it  is  also  held  that  the 
testator  need  not  actually  see  the  attestation,  but  that  it 
is  necessary  that  he  should  be  in  a  situation  to  do  so  if 
he  desire  it.'  So  if  the  signing  of  a  will  by  the  witnesses 
was  in  such  a  place  that  the  testator  might  have  seen 
them  doing  it  if  he  had  chosen,  and  he  was  not  prevented 
from  seeing  it  by  physical  inability,  it  was  "in  his  pres- 
once."'  The  witnesses  to  a  will  of  a  blind  testator  must 
sign  in  his  presence  so  that  he  may  know  and  verify  by 
his  remaining  senses  that  they  are  actually  putting  their 
signatures  to  the  right  document.*  It  is  held  that  the 
acknowledgment  in  the  testator's  presence  by  the  wit- 
nesses of  their  signatures  affixed  without  his  presence  is 
not  sufficient.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  will  was  signed  by  the  witnesses  in  a 
room  adjoining  that  where  the  testator  lay  in  bed,  about  nine 
feet  distant,  in  the  line  of  his  vision  if  he  could  have  looicod, 
and  within  his  hearing,  and  to  his  knowledge  and  understand- 
ing. He  did  not  literally  see  the  signing,  because  he  was  un- 
able to  turn  his  head,  and  could  only  look  upward.  Held,  a 
signing  in  his  presence:  Jiiggs  v.  Riggs,  135  Mass.  238;  46  Am. 
Rep.  464;  Nock  v.  Nock,  10  Gratt.  106.  The  testator  was 
blind,  and  the  witnesses  were  near  enough  for  him  to  have 
heard  their  pens  scratch.  Held,  suflicient:  Ray  v.  Hill,  3  Strob. 
297;  49  Am.  Dec.  647.  The  testatrix  was  told  that  certain 
gentlemen,  naming  them,  had  come  to  witness  her  will,  and  she- 
bowed  her  head,  and  the  witnesses  subscribed  at  a  table  near 
the  foot  of  the  bed  where  she  was  lying,  and  she  must  have 
seen  them  unless  she  expressly  avoided  it  by  some  act,  such  as 


1  Reed  v.  Roberts,  26  Ga.  294;  71 
Am.  Dec.  210;  Neil  v.  Neil,  1  Leigh, 
G;  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  1  Speers, 
253;  40  Am.  Dec.  599;  Jones  v.  Tuck, 
3  Jones,  202.  See  Riggs  v.  Riggs, 
135  Mass.  238;  46  Am.  Rep.  464; 
Meurer's  Will,  44  Wis.  493;  28  Am. 
Rip.  591. 

'  Edelen  v.  Hardey's  Lessee,  7  Hrr. 
&  J.  61;  16  Am.  Dec.  292. 

^  Mayaard  v.  Vinton,  59  Mich.  139; 


60  Am.  Rep.  276,  and  note  285.  That 
signing  out  of  view  of  the  testator 
may  be  valid,  see  Ambre  v.  Woisliaar, 
74  111.  110;  Sturdivant  v.  Birchutt,  10 
Gratt.  67. 

*  Ray  V.  Hill,  3  Strob.  297;  49  Am. 
Dec.  647. 

*  Town  of  Pawtuckefc  v.  I?alli>ii,  IJi 
R.  I.  58;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  SOS.  Sec 
Cliase  V.  Kittredge,  11  Allen,  49;  SI 
Am.  Dec.  087. 
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closing  her  eyes  or  turning  away  her  head.  Held,  a  valid  at- 
testation: Baldwin  v.  Baldwin's  Executor,  81  Va.  405;  59  Am. 
Rep.  669.  The  testator,  being  in  ordinary  health,  signed  his 
will  on  a  piazza,  and  then  surrendered  his  seat  to  the  witnesses 
to  sign,  and  stepped  into  the  door  of  the  adjoining  room  and 
there  remained,  but  could  see  the  signing  if  standing  in  or  near 
the  door  or  walking  about  the  room,  or  by  taking  a  step  or  two 
from  the  place  where  the  witnesses  afterwards  found  him  sit- 
ting, and  where  he  could  hear  all  that  passed.  Held,  a  signing 
in  the  testator's  presence:  Wright  v.  Lewis,  5  Rich.  212;  55  Am. 
Dec.  714.  The  signing  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  the  wit- 
nesses could  be  seen  through  an  open  door.  Held,  a  sufficient 
attestation:  Spaulding  v.  Gibbons,  5  Redf.  316.  The  attestation 
was  in  the  same  room.  Held,  sufficient:  Hmmrd^s  Will,  5  T.  B. 
Mon.  199;  17  Am.  Dec.  60.  The  witnesses  were  in  an  adjoining 
room,  where  the  testator  could  not  see  them,  but  they  immedi- 
ately afterwards  acknowledged  their  signatures.  Held,  a  suffi- 
cient attestation:  Slurdivant  v.  Birchett,  10  Gratt.  67.  But  in  a 
similar  case,  held,  prima  facie  insufficient:  Edelen  v.  Hardey, 
7  Har.  &  J  61;  16  Am.  Dec.  292;  Boldry  v.  Parris,  2  Gush.  433. 
The  signing  was  in  another  room,  out  of  the  sight  of  the  testator. 
Held,  not  sufficient:  Machell  v.  Temple,  2  Show.  228;  Mandeville 
V.  Parker,  31  N.  J,  Eq.  242,  and  note. 

§  3184.  Signing  by  Witnesses  in  Presence  of  Each 
Other.  —  In  South  Carolina,  Utah,  Vermont,  and  West 
Virginia  the  witnesses  must  sign  the  will  in  the  presence 
of  each  other.'  In  the  absence,  however,  of  a  statutory 
provision,  such  a  signing  is  not  necessary.  It  is  sufficient 
if  each  witness  signs  in  the  presence  of  the  testator.* 


jb.  297;  49  Am. 


'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  'Jt)44.  See  also  Conn.  Rev.  Stats. 
1875,  309;  Rev.  Stats.  1888,  sec.  5:^8; 
Gaylor's  Appeal,  43  Coun.  82.  lii  addi- 
tion to  the  states  last  uamod  in  the 
text,  Connecticut  and  Virginia  are 
noted  in  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  section  2644,  as  having  a  like 
statutory  requirement.  But  in  Con- 
necticut the  statute  has  been  changed, 
by  the  present  revision.  So  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Gaylor's  Appeal,  above 
noted,  will  apply;  and  in  Virginia  the 
statute  of  1887,  section  '251'4,  does  not 
require  the  witnesses  to  sign  in  the 
presence  of    each  other.      That  wit- 


nesses   must    so  sign,    see    Roberts'* 
Adm'r  v.  Welch,  40  Vt.  164. 

'  Webb  V.  Fleming,  .30  Ga.  808;  76 
Am.  Dec.  075;  Johnson  v.  Johnson, 
106  Ind.  475;  55  Am.  Rep.  70'J;  Hoff- 
man V.  Hotiman,  20  Ala.  535;  Cravens 
V.  Faulconer,  28  Mo.  19;  Parramore 
v,  Taylor,  11  Gratt.  220;  Flinn  v. 
Owen,  58  111.  111.  See  Dewey  v. 
Dewey,  1  Met.  349;  35  Am.  Dec.  307; 
Hoysradt  v.  Kincman,  22  N.  Y.  372; 
Will  of  Sniitli,  52  Wis.  543;  38  Am. 
Rep.  750;  Hogan  v.  Grosveuor,  10 
Met.  54;  43  Am.  Dec.  414;  2  Greeul. 
Ev.,  sec.  676. 
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§  3185.    Witnesses  should  See  Testator's  Signature.  — 

The  subscribing  witnesses  to  a  will  must  see  the  testator's 
signature  at  the  time  when  they  attest  it.  It  is  not  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  send  for  the  witnesses,  explain  that  he 
wanted  them  to  sign  his  will,  and  obtain  their  signatures 
as  attesting  witnesses,  if  the  will  is  so  folded  that  the) 
cannot  see  whether  he  has  signed  it  or  not.^ 

*  Matter  of  Mackay,  110  N.  Y.  611;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  409. 
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§  3186.  Probate  of  Wills  —  Jurisdiction  of  Probate 
Courts.  —  What  courts  have  jurisdiction  in  questions 
rehiting  to  the  probate  of  wills  and  all  matters  concern, 
ing  testate  estates  is  so  entirely  a  matter  of  statutory  reg- 
ulation that  the  statutes  of  the  several  states  on  this  point 
must  in  each  case  be  consulted.' 

§  3187.  When  Jurisdiction  Attaches.  —  A  probate 
court  acquires  jurisdiction  to  probate  a  will  on  the  pre- 
sentation to  it  of  the  proper  petition,  and  the  publication 
of  due  and  legal  notice  of  the  hearing.^ 

§  3188.    When  Will  should  be  Presented  for  Probate. 

—  Although  a  will  ought  to  be  presented  for  probate 
within  such  a  reasonable  time  after  the  testator's  death  as 
decency  and  the  rights  of  those  interested  would  warrant, 
yet  the  rule  undoubtedly  is,  that  in  the  absence  of  a  stat- 
utory regulation  limiting  the  time,  a  will  may  be  admitted 
to  probate  at  anytime  after  the  testator's  death;'  and 
especially  where  it  is  a  will  of  lands.* 

§  3189.    Where  Will    should  be  Probated.  —  The  will 

should  be  presented  to  the  probate  court  or  court  of  like 
jurisdiction  where  the  testator  had  his  domicile  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.  This  general  rule  is,  however,  sub- 
ject  to  qualifications,  dependent  upon  the  locality  of  per- 
sonalty  and  the  situation  of  the  decedent's  real  estate.' 
So  it  has  been  held  that  a  will  of  lands  in  Maryland 
must  be  probated  in  the   courts  of  that  state.*    But  if 


'  Stimaon's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  550.  See  also  Olney  v.  Augell,  5 
R.  I.  198;  73  Am.  Dec.  62;  Fortune 
V.  Buck,  2,3  Conu.  1. 

^  In  re  Will  of  Warfield,  22  Cal.  51; 
83  Am.  Dec.  49.  See  Scliouler  on 
Executors  aud  Administrators,  sees. 
(35  efc  seq. 

"  Rubhan  v.  Mueller,  114  111.  343;  55 
Am.  Rep.  869;  Schouler  on  Executors 
and  Administrators,  sec.  56. 


*  Haddock  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  146  Mass. 
155;  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  295;  Shumwayp, 
Holbrook,  1  Pick.  114;  11  Am.  Dec. 
153. 

*  Schouler  on  Executors  and  Admin- 
istrators, sees.  21-29,  57.  See  Title 
Executors  and  Administrators;  Stiin- 
sou's  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
2G56. 

**  Budd  V.  Brooke,  3  Gill,  198;  48 
Am.  Deo.  321. 
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jurisdiction  hiis  once  attached,  it   is  not  divested  by  a 
subsequent  division  of  the  county.' 

§  3190.  Who  may  Apply  for  Probate. — Wills  maybe 
presented  for  admission  to  probate  by  the  executor,  or  a 
devisee,  legatee,  or  by  any  one  interested,  although  it 
would  more  naturally  devolve  upon  the  executor,  as  he  is 
the  one  intended  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  will.'* 
But  an  executor  or  devisee  cannot  repropound  a  testament 
pronounced  against  when  first  offered  by  the  executor 
otherwise  than  upon  the  ground  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,'  since  the  propounder  of  a  will  for  probate, 
whether  executor,  legatee,  or  devisee,  becomes  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  will  for  the  purpose  of  its  probate  and 
of  all  similarly  interested.* 

§  3191.  What  may  be  Probated.  —  Not  only  the  will 
itself,  but  all  papers  of  a  testamentary  character,  should 
be  offered  for  probate,  since  the  court  is  the  judge  as  to 
whether  the  paper  is  one  which  is  properly  executed,  and 
whether  it  is  otherwise  a  proper  paper  for  probate.'  So  a 
will  may  be  proved  by  proof  of  a  codicil  when  it  is  written 
on  the  same  paper  as  the  will,  or  clearly  refers  to  and 
identifies  the  will."  And  any  properly  executed  paper 
should  be  offered  for  probate,  although  it  may  only  have 
the  appearance  of  a  will.'  So  a  copy  may  in  certain  cases 
be  proved  as  a  will;*  and  a  memorandum  in  writing, 
which  is  not  executed,  but  was  taken  down  in  order  to 
draw  a  will,  and  was  then  read  over  and  approved  by 


^  Lindscay  v.  McCormack,  2  A.  K. 
Marsh.  2'29;  12  Am.  Dec.  387. 

■'  Wells  V.  Wella,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  152; 
IG  Am.  Dec.  150;  Redmond  v.  Collins,  4 
I>ev.  430;  27  Am.  Dec.  208;  Matter 
of  Griswold,  15  Abb.  Pr.  21)9;  Foster 
r.  Tyler,  7  Paige,  48;  Ford  v.  Ford,  7 
Humph.  92;  Schouler  on  Executors 
and  Administrators,  sec.  64.  But  see 
Winn  V.  Bob,  3  Leigh,  140;  23  Am. 
Dec.  258. 


»  Redmond  v.  Collins,  4  Dev.  430;  27 
Am.  Deo.  208. 

*Id.;  Schultz  V.  Schultz,  10  Gratt. 
358;  CO  Am.  Dec.  335. 

*  Fortune  v.  Buck,  23  Conn.  1; 
Schouler  on  Executors  and  Adminis- 
trators, sec.  60. 

6  Duncan  v.  Duncan,  23  111.  364;  76 
Am.  Dec.  699. 

'  Means  v.  Means,  5  Strob.  167. 

«  Dudley  V.  Wardner,  41  Vt.  59. 
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the  testator,  may  be  probated.*  So  the  contents  of  a  lost 
or  destroyed  will  may  be  established  before  the  probati' 
court  by  suitable  proof.' 

Illustrations.  —  To  correct  the  spelling  in  his  will  already 
executed,  the  testator  had  it  copied,  and  undertook  to  execute 
the  copy,  and  destroyed  the  original.  The  copy  being  insuf- 
ficiently attested,  held,  that  the  original  was  restored  to  force, 
and  its  contents  were  sufficiently  established  by  the  copy,  with 
evidence  of  its  correctness  and  evidence  of  the  testator's  dec- 
larations:  Wilbourn  v.  Shell,  59  Miss.  205;  42  Am.  Rep.  363. 

§  3192.  Ante-mortem  Probate.  —  A  statute  providing 
for  the  probate  of  wills  before  the  death  of  the  testator, 
leaving  him  free  to  alter  or  revoke  it,  or  escape  the  effect 
of  any  action  by  removal  from  the  jurisdiction,  is  void.' 

§  3193.  Will  Executed  in  Another  State.— A  will  may 
be  admitted  to  probate  in  Texas  which  disposes  of  real 
estate  there,  and  is  executed  according  to  the  laws  of  that 
state,  although  it  was  made  in  Virginia,  where  the  testatrix 
had  her  domicile.*  And  it  is  held  in  an  early  Massachu- 
setts case  that  an  instrument  might  be  admitted  to  pro- 
bate in  that  state  which  was  made  in  New  York  by  an 
inhabitant  of  the  former  state  while  he  believed  himself 
in  extremis,  and  which  revoked  a  former  will,  and  stated 
that  the  maker  desired  his  estate  settled  according  to  law. 
The  paper  was  duly  executed  and  attested  in  accordance 


•  Rhorer  v.  Stehman,  1  Watts,  442. 

»  McBeth  V.  McBeth,  1 1  Ala.  596; 
Apperson  v.  Cottrell,  3  Port.  51;  29 
Am.  Dec.  2.39.  See  §  3215,  Evidence 
as  to  Lost  Will,  post. 

*  Lloyd  V.  Wayne  Circuit  Judge,  56 
Mich.  236;  56  Am.  Rep.  378;  the  court 
saying:  ' '  The  case  is  one  where  we  can 
get  no  help  from  similar  precedents,  as 
the  statute  is  new  and  singular.  Judi- 
cial proceedings  to  probate  a  will  while 
the  testator  is  living  are  unheard  of  in 

this  country  or    in    England 

The  practice  which  has  usually  pre- 
vailed in  civil-law  countriea,  ....  of 


having  wills  executed  or  declared  in 
solemn  form  or  acknowledged  before 
reputable  public  officers  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  disinterested  witnesses  to 
render  it  unlikely  that  the  testator 
is  not  acting  with  capacity  and  free> 
dom  has  been  approved  by  the  con- 
tinued experience  of  most  countries. 
....  The  broadest  definition  ever 
given  to  the  judicial  power  contiues  it 
to  controversies    between  coutiicting 

Earties  in  interest,  and  such  can  never 
e  the  condition  of  a  living  man  unci 
his  possible  heirs." 
*  Holman  v.  Hopkins,  27  Tex.  38. 
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with  the  law,  and  wouM  have  been  entitled  to  admission 
to  probate  in  New  York.* 

§  3194.  Foreign  Wills.  —  In  case  of  foreign  wills  which 
it  may  become  necessary  to  probate  in  a  state  other  than 
that  of  the  testator's  domicile,  it  is,  in  general,  only  requi- 
site for  the  proponent  to  produce  an  authenticated  or 
exemplified  copy  of  the  will  and  its  probate  in  the  home 
jurisdiction,  which,  upon  due  notice,  hearing,  and  proof, 
id  filed  and  recorded,  and  operates  effectually  as  a  pro- 
bate of  the  will.'  And  it  is  held  that  the  probate  of  a  will 
in  the  foreign  jurisdiction  is  a  prerequisite  of  recording 
the  same  in  another  state,  and  that  the  fact  of  such  pro- 
bate must  appear  by  the  certificate  transmitted  with  the 
exemplified  copy  of  the  will;  and  that  if  the  surrogate 
record  a  will  without  such  certificate,  his  record  is  a  nul- 
lity, and  he  can  make  no  transcript  of  such  a  record 
which  will  be  competent  evidence;  and  in  addition,  it  is 
further  determined  that  when  the  object  of  making  such 
foreign  will  a  record  in  another  state  is  in  order  to  use  it 
in  making  title  to  lands  therein,  then  the  exemplified 
record  must  contain  the  proofs  taken  on  probate  in  the 
foreign  state,  that  it  may  appear  therefrom  that  the  will 
was  made  and  executed  in  the  manner  and  with  the  for- 
malities prescribed  by  the  statute  for  devises  of  land.' 

§  3195.  What  Proof  Requisite  to  Establish  Will.  — 
The  propounder  of  a  will  must  be  prepared  to  show  af- 
firmatively a  compliance  with  the  statutory  requisites  of  a 
valid  will,  which  requisites  have  already  been  sufficiently 


'  Bayley  v.  Bailey,  5  Cush.  245.  But 

see  the  statutes  of  California,  Mis- 
souri, Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  Tennes- 
see, Utah:  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  2606. 

^Culhertson  v.  The  Whitheck  Co., 
127  U.  S.  3-JG;  De  Sobry  v.  De  Laistre, 
2  Har.  &  J.  191;  3  Am.  Dec.  5.35; 
Poole  V.  Jackson,  66  Tex.  380;  Elmon- 


dorf  V.  Carmichael,  3  Litt.  472;  14 
Am.  Dec.  86;  Dublin  r.  Chadbourn,  16 
Mass.  433;  Sneed  v.  Evving,  5  J.  J. 
Marsh.  460;  22  Am.  Dec.  41;  Schou- 
ler  on  Executors  and  Administrators, 
sec.  172. 

"Liniiley  v.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L. 
636;  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  802.  See  Title 
Executors  and  Atbninistrators. 


ir 
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noted  in  prior  sections  of  this  title'  Tlie  rules  of  law, 
however,  applicable  to  the  kind  and  amount  of  proof  noces. 
sary  to  be  brought  forward  by  the  propounder  of  the  will 
will  bo  noted  in  the  sections  next  following. 

§  3196.  Burden  of  Proof  of  Execution  of  Will— The 
burden  of  proving  that  a  will  was  duly  and  legally  cxe. 
cuted  as  and  for  the  last  will  of  the  testator  rests  upon 
the  propounder  of  the  will  or  those  claiming  under  it.' 
But  due  execution  of  the  will  may  be  inferred  from  cir- 
cumstances, and  against  the  positive  testimony  of  some, 
or  even  of  all,  the  witnesses.' 

§  3197.    How  Many  Witnesses  Reqnired.  —  The  law 

does  not  prescribe  the  mode  of  proof  of  a  will,  nor  requiiv 
it  to  be  proved  as  well  as  attested  by  a  specified  number  of 
witnesses.*  It  is  advisable  that  all  the  subscribing  wit- 
nesses to  a  will  who  are  living  in  the  state,  and  are  coni{)e. 
tent  to  testify,  be  had  in  court  to  be  sworn  and  examined 
when  the  will  is  sought  to  be  proved  and  admitted  to  pro- 
bate;' and  this  rule  especially  applies  where  there  is  aeon- 
test  over  the  will."  The  rule,  however,  is  substantially 
complied  with,  in  some  of  the  states,  by  appending  to  the 
will,  at  the  time  of  its  execution,  a  certificate  or  attestation, 
by  the  witnesses  under  oath,  of  the  facts  to  which  they 
would  otherwise  have  sworn  at  the  probate  of  the  will.' 
It  is  held,  also,  in  numerous  cases,  that  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  produce  all  the  witnesses  if  it  can  be  shown 
by  the  witnesses  who   are   produced  that  the  will  was 


"  See  also  Schouler  on  Executors  and 
Administrators,  sec.  73. 

»  Hardy  v.  Merrill,  56  N.  H.  227; 
22  Am.  Rep.  441;  Reynolds  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 1  Speers,  253;  40  Am.  Dec. 
599;  Williams  v.  Robinson,  42  Vt. 
658;  1  Am.  Rep.  359;  Baldwin  v. 
Parker,  99  Mass.  70;  96  Am.  Dec. 
697. 

»  Peck  V.  Gary,  27  N.  Y.  9;  84  Am. 
Dec.  220. 


*  Jesse  V.  Parker,  6  Gratt.  67;  52 
Am.  Dec.  102. 

»  Jauncey  v.  Thome,  2  Barb.  Ch.  40; 
45  Am.  Dec.  424;  Evana  v.  Evans,  10 
Smedes  &  M.  402. 

«  Thornton  v.  Thornton,  39  Vt.  122; 
Riggr.  Wilton,  13111. 15;  54  Am.  Dec. 
419. 

'  Such  is  the  practice  in  Connecti- 
cut. See  also  Rigg  v.  Wiltou,  13 
111.  15;  54  Am.  Dec.  419, 
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Icjially  executed,'  since  proof  by  ono  of  the  attesting 
witnesses  is  suHlcient  if  ho  can  testify  to  a  compliance 
with  all  the  requirements  of  the  statute  as  to  the  exofu- 
tion,  ackno\vlo<lj4ii)ent,  and  attestation,''  eap(>cially  since 
tli(>  certificate  of  attestation,  signed  by  all  tho  witnesses, 
ndinns  the  existence  of  all  the  facts  requisite  to  a  valid 
will.' 

Tr.LUSTRATioNS. —  One  witness  to  a  will  devising  land  tcHtificd 
(,i;it,  by  direction  of  the  testatrix,  and  in  her  presence  and  that 
of  another  witness,  ho  signed  the  testatrix's  name,  and  euli- 
s(iil)ed  his  own  as  a  witness;  and  the  other  witness  testified  that 
ho  heard  the  testator  acknowledge  the  will,  and  that  he  suli- 
pcribed  it  as  a  witness  at  her  request  and  in  her  presence. 
Held,  sufliciently  proven:  Welch  v.  Welch,  2  T.  B.  Mon.  83;  1") 
Am.  Dec.  126.  Only  one  of  the  witnesses  was  called,  and 
lie  testified  to  his  own  signature  and  tho  handwriting  of 
iiiiother  witness,  who  was  dead,  but  could  not  recollect  any  of 
the  facts,  and  did  not  remember  the  testator,  and  it  appeared 
ttiat  the  other  subscribing  witness  was  living  within  the  juris- 
tiiction  of  the  court.  Held,  that  the  proof  was  insuDficient: 
Jachon  v.  Le  Grange,  19  Johns.  386;  10  Am.  Dec.  237;  Jackson 
V.  Vickory,  1  Wend.  406;  19  Am.  Dec.  622. 

§  3198.  Proof  of  Handwriting.— Where  the  witnesses 
are  all  dead,  or  cannot  be  had  because  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  court,  or  being  present,  they  deny  their 
signatures  or  do  not  remember,  proof  of  the  handwriting 
of  the  witnesses  and  of  the  attestation  may  be  given.* 


6  Gratt.  57;  52 


§  3199.  Presumption  of  Due  Execution  from  Attesta- 
tion Clause. — The  attestation  clause  of  a  will,  although 
not  conclusive  evidence,  in  that  it  may  be  contradicted  by 


'Den  V.  Milton,  12  N.  J.  L,  70; 
Whitenack  v.  Stryker,  2  N.  J.  Eq. 
8;  Wyckoflf  v.  WyckoflF,  16  N.  J. 
Eq.  401;  McKeen  v.  Frost,  40  Me. 
239. 

'Jackson  v.  Vickory,  1  Wend.  406; 
19  Ain.  Dec,  522;  MoKee  v.  White,  50 
Pa.  St.  354;  Lindsay  v.  McCormack,  2 
A.  K.  Marsh.  229;  12  Am.  Dec.  387; 
Greeuough  v.  Greenough,  11  Pa.  St. 
489;  51  Am.  Dec.  567. 


«  Nelson  V.  McGiffert,  3  Barb.  Ch. 
158;  49  Am.  Dec.  170. 

*  Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  286;  81 
Am.  Dec.  619;  Dean  v.  Dean's  Heirs, 
27  Vt.  746;  Lawrence  v.  Norton,  45 
Barb.  448;  Pearson  v.  Wightnian,  1 
Mill  Const.  3.36;  12  Am.  Dec.  6.36; 
Sampson  ».  Bradley,  1  McCord,  74; 
Jackson  v,  Vickory,  1  Wend.  406;  19 
Am.  Dec.  522;  Transue  v.  Brown,  31 
Pa.  St.  92, 
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the  positive  testimony  of  the  attesting  witnesses,  is  never, 
theless  a  sufficient  }.  ^oof  of  a  compliance  with  the  statute, 
where,  from  death,  defect  of  memory,  or  other  good  cause, 
the  evidence  of  witnesses  cannot  be  had.* 

§  3200.  Other  Evidence  to  Show  Execution  of  Will.  — 
Resort  may  be  had  to  competent  extrinsic  or  secon'^^iry 
evidence,  where  direct  proof  of  the  execution  of  the  will 
cannot  be  adduced  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  case;  bin 
such  evidence  must  be  sufficient  to  establish  with  reason- 
able certainty  all  the  facts  which  must  concur  in  the 
execution  of  a  valid  will.^ 

§  3201.  Character  of  Evidence  Required  from  Sub- 
scribing Witness. — The  evidence  of  a  subscribing  witness 
need  not  show  that  he  recollects  the  time  and  occasion 
when  he  acted  as  a  witness.  It  is  sufficient  th^t  he  iden- 
tifies  his  signature,  and  feels  assured  in  his  own  mind 
that  he  would  not  have  affixed  it  without  hearing  the 
will  acknowledged.'  He  should  also  be  satisfied,  from  his 
own  knowledge,  that  the  testator  knew  what  he  was  doing, 
and  that  his  mind  and  memory  were  sound,  and  that  he 
knew  the  contents  of  the  will* 

§  3202.  Will  may  be  Admitted  to  Probate  where  Court 
i3  Satisfied  of  its  Validity.  — A  will  may  be  admitted  to 
probate  although  the  witnesses  do  not  agree  in  their 
testimony,  and  although  such  act  of  admission  is  in  op- 
position to  their  testimony  on  the  evidence.  All  that  is 
requisite  is,  that,  from  all  the  ompetent  evidence  adduced, 
the  court  should  be  satisfied  of  the  sanity  of  the  testator 
and  the  due  execution  of  the  will.®    This  does  not  con- 


'  Greonough  v.  Greenough,  1 1  Pa. 
St.  489;  51  Am.  Dec.  567;  Chaflfee  v. 
Baptist ^lis8ioliuryConv.,  10  Paige,  85; 
40  Am.  Dec.  225;  In  'e  Huut,  42 
Hun,  434. 

»  Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  286;  84 
Am.  Dec.  619;  Cheatham  v.  Hatcher, 
.lUGratt.  56;  32  Am.  Rep.  650;  Mont- 
gomery V.  Perkins,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  448; 


74  Am.  Dec.  419;  Lewis  v.  Lewis,  11 
N.  Y.  220;  Kirk  v.  Carr,  54  Pa.  .^t, 
285, 

*•  Pearson  v.  Wightman,  1  Mill 
Const.  3:^6;  12  Am.  Dec.  C3C. 

*  Scribner  v.  Crane,  2  Paige,  147;  '21 
Am.  Dec.  81. 

"  Jauncey  v.  Thome,  2  Barb.  Cli.  40; 
45  Am.  Dec.  424. 
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flict  with  the  rule  requiring  satisfactory  proof;  and  in  a 
will  contest,  such  proof  is  required,  and  must  he  positive 
testimony,  or  it  must  appear  from  the  circumstances/  So 
where  all  the  subscribing  witnesses  are  dead,  it  may  be  left 
to  the  jury  to  presume  that  their  subscription  was  legally 
made.'*  So  in  case  of  infirmity  in  the  recollection  of  the 
witnesses,  such  lack  of  memory  is  not  necessarily  fatal; 
nor  will  the  court  require  positive  evidence  that  all  the 
formaHties  have  been  complied  with,  but  may  rely  upon 
the  circumstances,  and  draw  its  conclusions  therefrom.* 
So  a  will  may  be  established  although  there  are  an  equal 
number  of  witnesses  pro  and  con,  where  the  affirmative 
testimony  includes  that  of  the  subscribing  witnesses,* 
since  the  law  favors  the  validity  of  the  will  and  the  com- 
petency of  the  testator;*  and  the  witness  may  testifiy  that 
"the  testator  either  signed  the  will  in  his  presence  or 
acknowledged  his  signature  to  him,"  and  that  he  could 
not  remember  which.* 

§  3203.  Evidence  to  Rebut  Attestation  and  to  Contra- 
dict Affidavit  of  Subs  ibing  Witness. — For  the  purpose 
of  invalidating  the  will,  it  is  competent  to  introduce  tes- 
timony which  contradicts  that  of  the  attesting  -vitnesses;^ 
and  evidence  of  declarations  of  a  witne-'s  made  at  the  time 
of  the  execution  of  the  will  are  adni';  :ible  to  rebut  the 
presumption  arising  from  the  attestation  clause.*  So 
statements  made  out  of  court  by  one  of  the  subscribing 
witnesses  to  a  will  are  competent  evidence  to  contradict 
the  statements  in  an  affidavit  of  the  witnesses  made  at  the 
time  of  probate  as  to  the  due  execution  of  the  will.' 


'  Gerrish  v.  Naaon,  22  ':.Ie.  438;   39 
Am.  Due.  589. 

-'  I.uuicey  V.  Thorne,  2  Barb.  Ch.  40; 
4.1  Am.  Dec.  424. 

;*  .Iiiuncey  v.  Thorne,  2  Barb.  Ch.  40; 
4-")  Am.  Dec.  424.  See  Dewey  v. 
!»' wey,  1  Met.  .S49;  35  Am.  Dec.  31)7; 
Keiiisenr.  Brinckerhoff,  2G  Weud.  325; 
37  Am.  Dec.  251. 


*  Allison  V.  Allison,  7  Dana,  90. 

*  Zimmerman  r.  Zimmerman,  23  Pa. 
St.  375. 

"  BrownfieUl  v.  Brownfield,  43  111. 
147. 

'  Spencer  v.  Moore,  4  Call,  423. 

«  Colvin  V.  Warford,  20  Mil.  357. 

»  Otterson  v.  Hotford,  3G  N.  J.  L. 
129;  13  Am.  Rep.  429. 
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§  3204.  Proponent's  Declarations  Inadmissible  to  De- 
feat Probate  of  Will.  —  A  proponent  of  a  will  cannot  hy 
his  acts  or  declarations  defeat  its  probate,  to  the  prejudice 
of  other  legatees,  notwithstanding  he  may  also  be  a  Icija- 
tee,^  or  a  husband  of  one  of  the  legatees."  But  the  diila- 
rations  of  an  executor,  who  is  also  a  devisee  or  legatee,  is 
held  to  be  competent  evidence  against  the  will,  wlure 
such  executor  propounds  the  will  for  probate;^  and  (he 
same  ruling  has  also  obtained  on  an  appeal  from  the  in. 
bate  of  a  v/ill.* 

§  3205.  Testamentary  Capacity— Evidence  and  Burden 
of  Proof. —  The  burden  of  rdiowing  testamentary  capa'ily 
of  the  testator  is  said  to  be  upon  the  proponents  to  a 
will,*  since  the  subscribing  witnesses  must  swear  that 
they  believe  the  testator  was  of  sound  mind  and  menmr'- 
before  his  will  can  be  admitted  to  probate;  if  one  hr-  \i^ 
positive  knowledge,  he  must  state  his  opinion,  and  Jie 
should  be  interrogated  as  to  his  belief."  And  upon  the 
question  of  the  testator's  capacity  to  make  a  will,  the 
witnesses  may  detail  conversations  had  in  his  presence 
regarding  his  condition  of  mind;  and  the  fact  that  he 
at  such  times  remained  silent  is  important.'  The  sub- 
scribing witnesses  should  testify  to  the  opinioii  they 
formed  of  the  testator's  mind  at  the  time  of  exocutin:,' 
the  will,  since  the  law  places  them  there  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  the  testator's  mental  caj)acity.*  So  not 
only  is  evidence  competent  as  to  the  testator's  mir.dat 
the  time  of  the  actual  execution  of  the  will,^  but  evidence 
is  also  admissible  as  to  his  mental  condition,  both  before 

>  Tcaylor    v.   Kelly,    1   Ala.  59;    68  «  Allison  v.  Allison,  4G  111.  Oi;  K 

Am.   Deo.   150;  151ukey  v.   Blakey,  33  Am.  Ueo.  12.37. 

Ala.  (ill.  '  Meolvor  )'.   Meoker.   7-t  Iowa,  IW; 

^  Walker  v.  Jonea,  23  Ala.  448.  7  Am.  St.  R.^p.  481);   Irish  c.  Simih,  S 

»  Peeplea   v.  Stevens,   8   Rich.    198;  Surg.  &  R.  57:$;   1 !  Am.  D.-c.  01^. 

64  Am.  Dec.  750.  "  P.itts  v.  House,  G  Ga.  324;  iJO  Am. 

*  Rohiiisou  V.  Hutchinson,  31  Vt.  443.  Dec.  3'J!). 

*  Williams  V.  Robinson,  42  Vt.  (m8;  »  (Jnil.ill  v.  Tiarr,  5  Pa.  St  441;  il 
1  Am.  Rei).  359;  Schoulor  ou  Execu-  Am.  Dec.  418;  Uoofter  r.  llogcis,  9 
tors,  sec.  79.  CiiU,  44;  52  Am.  Dec.  GSO, 
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and  after  the  execv>;ion  of  the  v;ill.^  This  rule,  however, 
should  be  qualified  to  this  extent,  that  while  great  scope 
may  be  given  to  inquiries  relating  to  the  testator's  men- 
tal condition  before  making  his  will,  since  insanity,  once 
shown,  is  presumed  to  continue,'  yet  if  the  inquiry  be 
made  as  to  the  testator's  sanity  after  making  the  will,  it 
seems  that,  in  all  reason,  it  ought  to  be  confined  to  a 
period  not  remote,  but  so  near  the  time  when  the  will 
was  executed  that  the  natural  presumption  could  arise 
that  the  testator  did  not  possess  sufficient  testamentary 
capacity  to  make  a  valid  will.' 

Some  inconsistency  naturally  seems  to  exist  between 
the  rule  above  given,  necessitating  proof  of  testamentary 
Capacity,  and  the  other  rule,  that  sanity  is  always  pre- 
sumed until  the  contrary  is  clearly  proved;*  and  that  the 
burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  party  who  asserts  unsound- 
n^ss  of  mind,  or  seeks  to  impeach  a  will,*  unless  a  pre- 
vious state  of  insa  ity  is  proved,  in  which  case  the  burden 
is  shifted  to  him  who  claims  under  the  will.^  This  con- 
flict of  autliorities  might,  however,  be  reconciled  if  it  is 
considered  that  the  former  rule  is  generally  insisted  upon 
in  the  formal  proof  of  wills  before  the  probate  court,  in 
order  to  enable  it  the  better  to  pass  such  judgment  as  it 
ouglit  in  view  of  the  conclusiveness  of  the  probate  record; 
wliilo  the  latter  rule  should  obtain  in  will  contests  or 
trials  before  a  jury  upon  the  issue  devisavit  vel  non,  in  n'hich 
case,  due  execution  of  the  will  being  proven,  whatever  is 
alleged  in  derogation  of  the  validity  of  the  will  ought  to 
be  sustained  by  the  burden  of  proof;  and  this  is  strictly 


'  Terry  r.  Buffington,  11  Ga.  337; 
5f)  Am.  Dec.  423;  Irish  v.  Smith,  8 
Si  rg.  >t  II.  573;  11  Am.  Dec.  G48.  See 
Rimyan  v.  Price,  15  Ohio  St.  1;  S6 
Am.  Doe.  45i). 

-  Hi.'gins  I'.  Carlton,  28  Md.  115;  92 
Airi.  Dec.  CtiO;  Switiburuo  on  Wills, 
pt.  2.  -.^ec.  3;  O'Donuell  v.  I'odiijtor,  7l) 
All,  ■J22;  52  Am.  Kcp.  322;  Titlow  v. 
Titlow,  54  Pa.  St.  210;  'JS  Am.  Dec.  01)1. 

•'  L'erry  V.  BulKngtoii,    11    Ga.   337; 


56  Am.  Dec.  423.  See  Magee  v.  Mc- 
Niel,  41  Miss.  17;  90  Am.  Dec.  354; 
Taylor  i\  Creswull,  45  Md.  422. 

*  Leu  (I.  Lee,  4  McC'ord,  '83;  17  Am. 
Dec.  722. 

"  Farroll  ?'.  Brenuan,  32  Mo.  328;  82 
Am.  Dec.  137;  Taylor  r.  VVilbuni,  20 
Mo.  300;  04  Am.  Doc.  186. 

«  Uiggius  V.  Carlton,  28  Md.  115;  92 
Am.  Deo.  OOli;  Titlow  r.  Titlow,  54 
Pa.  St.  210;  93  Am.  Dec.  091. 
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in  accordance  with  well-known  principles  of  pleadinf]^  and 
evidence,  that  lie  who  takes  the  affirmative  must  prove  it, 
as  a  general  rule.^  The  decisions,  however,  are  far  tiom 
unanimous,  —  many  of  them  being  directly  in  oppo.siiion 
to  the  above  rule;  and  while  we  do  not  assume  to  recoiuile 
them  to  the  extent  of  stating  a  positive  rule  for  the  deUr- 
mination  of  all  cases,  yet  we  believe  that  the  statement 
in  the  text  represents  the  conclusion  reached  in  the  best- 
considered  cases.  However,  we  subjoin  in  the  note  hereto 
a  brief  notice  of  the  more  important  decisions.^ 


>  Mayo  V.  Jonea,  78  N.  C.  402,  403; 
Chaiidl.:-  v.  Ferris,  1  Ilarr.  (Del.)  454; 
Sloan  V.  Maxwell,  3  N.  J.  Eq.  580; 
Brooka  r.  Barrett,  7  Pick.  794. 

^  Presumption  of  sanity  exists,  which 
is  sufficient,  ifter  proof  of  formal  exe- 
cution of  a  will,  unless  rebutted  by 
evidence  of  insanity;  and  in  civil  pro- 
ceedings tlu!  burden  is  on  the  party 
who  asserts  insanity:  CLrismani^.  Chris- 
man,  16  Or.  127.  "  Which  side  should 
go  forward  depends  very  much  upon 
which  side  has  tha  affirmative ": 
Weed's  Appeal,  35  Conn.  455.  Upon 
the  question  of  the  testator's  capacity, 
the  party  seeking  to  establish  the  will 
may  be  required  by  the  contesting 
party  to  put  all  the  attesting  wit- 
nesses on  the  stand  who  are  within 
reach  of  process;  but  this  right  may 
be  waived:  Field'.s  Appeal,  36  Conu. 
277.  279,  280;  Ccmstock  v.  Hadlyme 
Soc,  8  Conn.  254;  20  Am.  Due.  100, 
and  note  109.  It  is  "the  lotig-settled 
practice  of  courts  of  probate  to  require 
that  the  witnesses  to  wills  should  bo 
examined  as  to  the  fact  of  the  sanity 
of  the  testator  before  th"  wilHg  estab- 
lished. Its  object  is,  that  if  it  appears 
that  there  is  either  doubt  or  suspicion 
on  the  question,  that  doubt  may  be  re- 
moved before  the  estate  is  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  man  who  may  prove  to  have 
no  title  to  it.  This  practice  ia  equally 
binding  as  the  law  in  such  cases  upon 
the  supremo  court  as  on  the  ordinary 
courts  of  probate It  ia  there- 
fore proper  to  say  that  the  burden  of 
proving  the  sanity  of  the  testator,  and 
all  the  other  requirements  of  the  law 
to  make  a  valid  will,  is  upon  the  party 
who  asserts  its  validity.  This  burden 
remains  upon  him  till  the  close  of  the 


trial,  though  he  need  introduce  no 
proof  upon  this  point  until  soiiu'tliini' 
appears  to  tlie  contrary  ":  Perkins  >'. 
Perkins,  39  N.  H.  163,  168,  171.  .\ttir 
proof  of  formal  execution  of  a  will,  in. 
sanity  is  to  be  proved  by  him  who 
alleges  it,  since  sanity  of  the  testator 
is  presumed:  Higgina  v.  Carlton,  I'S 
Md.  115,  142,  143;"  92  Am.  Dee.  Cliii. 
There  is  no  presuiiq>tion  as  to  sanity; 
it  is  a  fact  to  be  proven:  Cilley  i\  Cil- 
ley,  34  Me.  162;  Oerrish  v.  Nfisun,  '.'i.' 
Me.  438;  39  Am.  Dec.  589.  Hut  .<.e 
Barnes  v.  Barnes,  66  Me.  286,  2'.l'.l.  liuii. 
Burden  of  proof  is  on  the  propoiindor 
of  a  will  to  show  general  testaiiuiitiirv 
capacity;  but  sanity  neednot  beshdwi 
to  the  extent  thiit  it  excludes  i"crv 
other  hypothesis:  Wetter  r.  Il;i!p^r- 
sham,  60  Ga.  193,  194,  In  a  will  w,- 
test,  burden  of  proof  as  to  s.iiiiiy  is 
o:'.  the  plaintiff:  Turner  v.  Codk.  Iiij 
Ind.  129,  137;  Moore  v.  Allen,  u  Iml. 
521.  "It  is  well  settled  that  the 
burden  of  jiroving  the  unsoundness  ot 
the  mind  of  the  testator  is  upon  the 
party  impeaeliing  the  validity  of  tho 
will  for  this  cause  ":  In  re  Will  ot  CotF- 
nuin,  12  Iowa,  491,  494.  "  Wuhn-.'inl 
to  the  evidence  requisite  to  estaMi-h 
insanity  or  delusion  that  will  avui'l  a 
will,  the  general  rule  is,  tliat  a  [laiiy 
is  presumed  to  be  of  sound  niiiul,  and 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  the  i)arty  im- 
peaching it  to  estal)lish  the  iiuaiia'ity 
by  the  clearest  and  most  satisfactory 
proofs;  and  if  the  instrument  jmrimrt 
on  its  face  to  be  a  legal  act,  the  Imrim 
of  proof  rests  upon  the  persmi  aitiiapt- 
ing  to  invalidate  it  ":  Mullins  r.  ('pt- 
trell,4l  Miss.  291,316.  Thenil  i>iiioi- 
stringent  in  cases  where  partial  insane 
ity  is  relied  on:    Mullins  v.  CottiiH, 
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Non-expert  Evidence  of  Testator's  Mental 
Capacity. — Upon  a  question  as  to  the  testauientary  capa- 
city of  a  testator,  noighhors  of  the  decedent  who  were  well 
acquainted  with  him  are  competent  to  give  opinions  as 
to  his  sail  ity,  and  may  testify  as  to  his  appearance,  as  to 


41  Miss.  291,  31(5.  Insanity  is  never 
presumed,  but  must  be  proven  by 
those  who  attack  the  will:  Chandler  v. 
Barrett,  21  La.  Ann.  58;  99  Am.  Dec. 
701.  Testamentary  capacity  is  pre- 
sumed, and  those  wlio  deny  it  have 
the  liurdon  of  proof:  Elkinton  v.  Brick, 
44  N.  J.  Eq.  154,  158.  "The  question 
is  certainly  not  witliout  ditlieulty,  and 
the  authorities  upon  it  are  very  con- 
flicting. It  is  settled  in  this  common- 
wealth that  on  tile  issue  of  sanity  or 
testamentary  capacity,  the  burden  of 
proot  is  upon  the  party  that  offers  the 
will  for  probate,  and  that  the  pre- 
Buniption  of  sanity  does  not  shift  the 
burden  upon  the  oj)posing  j)arty ": 
Baldwin  v.  Parker,  99  Mass.  7C;  96 
Am.  Dec.  097,  702.  "The  current  of 
American  authorities  ....  is,  that 
....  the  burden  is  on  the  propounder 
to  prove  that  ....  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  [of  the  willj  the  testator 
was  oi^  sound  mind  ":  McMechem  v. 
McMechem,  17  W.  Va.  683;  41  Am. 
Rep.  682,  684.  Insanity  must  be 
]inived.  if  relieil  on  to  defeat  a  will: 
Trumbull  v  (..'ibl.ons,  22  N.  J.  L.  117; 
5t  Am.  Df.c.  25l>.  "When  the  ques- 
tion of  capacity  is  actually  contro- 
verted, in  case  of  a  paper  propounded 
as  a  will,  it  devolves  ui)on  the  propo- 
nents to  establisii  capacity  by  other 
evidence  than  is  aiiorded  by  the  com- 
mon-law presumption  in  favor  of 
soundness  in  mind,  and  the  measure 
of  the  evidence  to  establish  must  ex- 
ceed that  given  in  opposition":  jMc(«in- 
nisr.  Keiiipsey,  27  >lich.  'MV^,  373,  374. 
Formal  proof  of  the  execution  of  the 
will  was  made,  and  prima  J'ucle  proof 
of  the  testator's  sanity,  witlumt  going 
into  ]iarticulars.  Contestants  then 
went  fully  into  their  case,  to  show  in- 
capacity of  the  testator.  Proponents 
introduced  evidence  in  reply,  going 
fully  and  thoroughly  into  the  question 
of  testamentary  capacity.  The  order 
of  proof  was  sanctioned  by  the  court: 
Kempsoy  t>.  McGinniss,  21  Mich.  123, 
147.  iSauity  is  presumed;  and  insanity 


must  be  proven  by  clear  evidence:  Cot- 
ton V.  Ulnier,  45  Ala.  378;  6  Am.  Rep. 
703;  ODonnell  v.  Ilodiger,  76  Ala. 
222;  52  Am.  Rep.  322.  Will  contest- 
ants hold  the  affirmative,  and  have 
tlie  burden  of  proof,  and  are  entitled 
in  consequence  to  conclude  the  argu- 
ments: Tobin  V.  Jenkins,  29  Ark.  151, 
153.  Sanity  is  presumed;  and  party 
alleging  insanity  must  prove  it:  (Ira- 
bill  V.  ilarr,  5  Pa.  St.  441;  47  Am.  Dec. 
418.  "Testamentary  capacity  is  the 
normal  condition  of  one  of  full  age; 
and  tlie  affirmative  is  with  him  who 
undertakes  to  call  it  in  question,  and 
this  atiirinativc  he  must  establish,  not 
in  a  doubtful,  but  a  jiositive,  nianu'ir  ": 
Grubbs  V.  McDonald.  91  Pa.  >St.  236, 
241.  "We  think  the  better  rule  is 
that  which  throws  the  burden  on  the 
])roponent  to  prove  ....  the  c.ipa- 
city  of  the  person  executing  it.  Such 
rule  is  based  upon  souiul  reason,  and 
tends  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  tes- 
tator, and  all  p  rsons  that  are  to  be 
affected  by  the  p  ovisions  of  the  instru- 
ment; imposes  i  o  unnecessary  hard- 
ship, and  on  inarily  scarcely  an 
inconveiii-L.cc,  upon  the  proponent, 
and  is  well  supported  by  authority  ": 
Williams's  Executor  r.  Robinson,  42 
Vt.  658,  667;  1  Am.  Rep.  359.  Bur- 
den of  proof  in  will  contest  is  on  the 
contestants:  Cravens  v.  Faulconer,  28 
Mo.  19.  See  further,  on  this  point, 
Redfield  on  Wills,  28,  30;  Abbott's 
Trial  Evidence,  113,  114;  Taylor  v. 
Wilburii,  20  Mo.  30(i;  64  Am.  Dec. 
186;  Roe  v.  Taylor,  45  111.  485;  Jack- 
son V.  Vun  Duseii,  5  Johns.  144;  4 
Am.  Dec.  330;  Mullins  v.  Cottrell,  41 
Mi.ss.  291;  Dickie  v.  Carter,  42  III. 
376;  Panand  v.  Jones,  1  Cal.  488; 
Copeland  v.  Copeland,  32  Ala.  512; 
Sloan  V.  Maxwell,  3  N.  J.  E(i.  563; 
Eau  V.  Snyder,  46  Baxb.  230:  Clark  v. 
Fisher,  1  Paige,  171;  19  Am.  Dec. 
402;  Ford  r.  F  .rd,  7  Humph.  92;  1 
Jarnian  on  WiLs,  Randolph  and  Tab 
cott's  notes,  104  et  seq.;  Schoulcr  on 
Executors  and  Administrators,  sec.  79. 
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whether  his  mind  was  weakened,  the  general  state  of  his 
liealth  when  last  seen,  and  his  ability  to  hold  an  extended 
conversation.  There  must  of  necessity  be  expressions  of 
opinions  by  witnesses  in  regard  to  appearance,  conver- 
sation,  and  acts  of  one  whose  mental  capacity  is  brought 
in  question.*  The  opinion  of  a  witness  who  did  not  attest 
the  execution  of  a  will,  and  who  is  not  specially  qualified 
by  scientific  knowledge  to  judge  of  the  soundness  or  im- 
soundness  of  th  testator's  mind,  is  not  competent  evi- 
dence  as  to  that  fact.  In  testifying  as  to  matters  witliin 
his  own  observation,  bearing  upon  the  competency  of  the 
testator,  he  may  characterize  as  rational  or  irrational  the 
acts  and  declarations  to  which  he  testifies;  but  his  exam- 
ination must  be  limited  to  his  own  conclusions  from  tlie 
specific  facts  he  discloses.^  Therefore,  such  witness  can- 
not be  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  testator 
to  make  a  will.  Such  inquiry  involves  a  matter  of  law, 
and  also  assum3S  that  the  witness  knows  the  degree  of 
capacity  requisite  therefor.'  But  witnesses  may  state  the 
appearance,  conduct,  conversation,  and  other  particular 
facts  from  which  the  state  of  the  testator's  mind  may  be 
inferred,  and  may  then  state  their  inferences,  conclusions, 
or  opinions  as  the  result  of  such  facts.* 

§  3207.  Effect  of  Dispositions  in  Will  as  Determining 
Sanity  — Burden  of  Proof.  —  If  the  testator  disinherit  some 
of  his  cliildren  without  any  apparent  cause,  it  imposes  upon 
those  claiming  under  the  will  the  necessity  of  giving  some 
reasonable  explanation  of  its  unnatural  character.^  Aiitl 
if  a  will  contains  dispositions  such  as  would  cause  insan- 
ity to  be  presumed,  although  susceptible  of  being  adjusted 


'  See  Laiwson  on  Expert  and  Opinion 
Evidence,  21;  Meeker  v.  M(!eker,  7i 
Idwa,  ;i52;  7  Am.  wSfc.  R>'p.  489. 

'  Clapi)  V.  FulkTton,  31  N.  Y.  190; 
9  )  Am.  Dec.  <)S0. 

^  llunyan  v.  Price.  )5  Ohio  St.  1; 
8  ■>  Am.  459;  Fairelu.  v.  Breunau,  32 
Mo.  328;  82  Am.  Dec  137. 


*  Potts  V.  House,  6  Ga.  :Wt;  .'lO 
Anx  Dec.  329;  Hardy  v.  IMerriil,  M 
N.  H.  227;  22  Am.  Rep.  441. 

',tay  V.  Gillilan,  92  Mo.  250;  1  Am. 
8t.  Rep.  712.  But  see  AddiD.'ton  '■. 
Wihon,  5  lud.  137;  61  Auh  Dec. 
SI. 
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by  peculiar  circumstances,  it  is  for  tlie  legatee  to  prove  the 
sanity  of  the  testator,  as  against  the  terms  of  tho  will.^ 
But  if  the  will  contains  a  series  of  wise  and  judicious  dis- 
positions, it  is  for  those  who  attack  it  to  prove  unsound- 
ness   of  mind  in  the  testator  at  its  execution,'^  though 
the   unnatural  disposition   of  property  by  the   testator, 
great  inequalities  in  the  disposition  of  his  estate  which 
are  unaccountable,  apparent  injustice  to  the  immediate 
members  of  his  family,  are  all  facts  to  be  considered  in 
determining  the  testator's  mental  capacity,  and  should  be 
submitted   to    the  jury.'     But   an    unequal   distribution 
among   the   next   of  kin    is    not   evidence  of  insanity* 
though  the  fact  that  the  testator  has  bequeathed  an  arti- 
cle  of  personal  property  which  he  did  not  own  may  be 
properly  considered  on  the  question  of  sanity,  but  is  not 
entitled  to  weight  as  against  positive  testimony  of  mental 
capacity.* 

§3208.    Quantum   of   Evidence   as  to    Testamentary 

Capacity. —  As  to  sanity  or  testamentary  capacity,  no 
particular  quantum,  of  evidence  is  necessary  on  tho  trial- 
but  on  a  trial  before  the  jury,  it  hears  the  proofs  of  the' 
parties,  and  decides  the  issue,  like  any  other  question  of 
fact,  according  to  the  weight  of  the  evidence.* 

§  3209.  Evidence  and  Burden  of  Proof  as  to  Undue  In- 
fluence and  Fraud.— Convincing  evidence  of  undue  influ- 
ence,  fear,  or  restraint  in  making  a  will  is  necessary  to 
bo  shown  in  order  to  overthrow  it  on  such  ground,^  since 
tlie  exercise  of  undue  influence  cannot  be  presumed* 
And  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  him  who  alleges  undue 

'  Cliandler  v.  Barrett,  21   La.  Ann. 
oS;  til)  Am.  Dec.  701. 
^  ■  Clmndler  v.  Barrett,  21  La.  Ann. 

2;  Uuu     »  '       '  ^''"''•'»'''  ^m^'.     ,  '  ft'LIwin  ,..  Parker,  99  Ma„.  79)  96 
•  '^''^'  Am.  Dec.  G97. 


*  Coleman  v.  Ilol)ertaon,  17  Ala,  84. 

*  Marks  v.  Bryant,  4  Hen.  &  M.  9l! 
^Rigg?;.  Wilton,  13111.  ]5;  54  Am. 
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influence,  where  that  is  a  separate  and  distinct  issue,  an 
it  docs  not  shift  to  the  party  having  the  general  burden  ( 
establishing  the  will  upon  the  mere  introduction  in  ev 
dence  of  a  single  circumstance  of  suspicion.'  The  coud 
tion,  character,  and  conduct  of  persons  around  the  testato 
are  always  important  subjects  of  inquiry  in  reference  1 
his  situation,  family,  and  relations,  the  extent  and  nalur 
of  his  estate,  the  dispositions  ui  the  will,  and  the  devisee 
under  it,  in  determining  whether  it  was  obtained  by  un 
due  influence  and  fraud.''  So  evidence  of  illicit  relation 
between  the  testator  and  the  woman  to  whom,  with  lie 
children,  the  whole  estate  is  given,  is  admissible,  as  is  als 
evidence  of  the  testator's  physical  and  mental  conditioi 
at  the  time.'  And  where  any  part  of  a  will  was  first  sug 
gested  by  another,  it  must  appear  that  its  adoption  by  tli 
testator  was  not  the  result  of  fear,  mental  incapacity,  o 
undue  influence.*  So  the  existence  of  confidential  rein 
tions  imposes  upon  the  recipient  of  a  gift  the  onus  o 
establishing  its  absolute  fairness.  In  the  presence  o 
such  relations,  a  court  of  equity  will  presume  that  con 
fidence  was  placed  and  influence  exerted.®  But  tin 
presumption  of  undue  influence  which  arises  from  tlu 
existence  of  confidential  relations  is  one  of  fact,  and  noi 
of  law,  and  may  therefore  be  rebutted  by  any  proper  evi 
dence  that  satisfies  the  jury.^  So  where  the  testator's  in. 
capacity  is  shown,  it  may  be  proven  that  he  was  undul\ 
influenced  and  kept  intoxicated  by  a  woman  of  bad  cllar- 
acter.''  But  misrepresentation  which  does  not  produce  the 
direct  eflect  of  influencing  a  bequest  to  the  party  misrep- 
resented will  not  vitiate  a  will.^ 


1  Bal.lwin  v.  Parker,  99  Masa.  79;  96  »  Gay  v.  Gillilan,  92  Mo.  250;  1  Am. 

Am.  Dec.  G97.  St.  Rep.  712. 

»  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  2C9;  «  St.  Leger's  Appeal,  34  Conn.  4;Ui 

25  Am.  Dec.  282.  91  Am.  Dec.  735. 

3  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  2G9;  'Nussear  v.  Arnold,  13  Serg.  &  R. 

25  Am.  Dec.  282.  323. 

*  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  2G9;  « Taylor  v.   Kelly,   31    Ala.  59;  tiS 

25  Am.  Dec.  282.  Am.  Dec.  150. 
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V.   Kelly,   31    Ala.  59;  OS 
150, 


Where  undue  influence  is  once  shown  to  exist,  every 
(,Mrt  from  the  weaker  party  to  the  stronger  is  presunii)- 
tivcly  tainted  by  such  influence,  and  the  recipient  must 
assume  the  burden  of  establishing  its  fairness  and  valid- 
ity.* And  evidence  is  admissible  of  occurrences  in  the 
testator's  family  within  a  year  before  the  execution  of  the 
will,  showing  the  private  history  of  the  family  and  the  tes- 
tator's relations  with  his  wife,  and  the  means  employed 
by  her  to  wean  his  affections  from  the  step-children,  and 
to  obtain  benefits  for  herself;  the  ground  of  the  contest  as 
to  the  validity  of  the  will  being  want  of  mental  capacity 
in  the  testator,  and  undue  influence  l)y  a  second  wife.''  In. 
brief,  to  establish  undue  influence  suflicieut  to  avoid  a 
will,  the  circumstances  of  its  execution  need  not  be  in- 
consistent with  every  other  hypothesis.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary is,  that  the  evidence  of  the  party  attacking  the  will 
of  a  person  of  sound  mind  on  the  ground  of  undue  influ- 
ence shall  preponderate  over  the  evidence  adduced  and 
the  presumption  prevailing  on  behalf  of  the  proponents 
of  the  will.^ 

Acts  of  officious  intermeddling  with  the  testator,  tend- 
ing to  harass  him,  and  showing  a  purpose  to  hurry  him 
into  the  execution  of  his  will  without  due  deliberation, 
iire  evidence  of  undue  influence.''  So  undue  influ- 
ence is  shown  where  it  appears  that  the  will  was  exe- 
cuted afterwards  under  the  control  of  such  influence.* 
But  undue  influence  is  not  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
testator  willed  his  property  to  his  son,  who  had  great 
influence  with  him,  and  that  he  gave  nothing  to  his 
daughter.*  Nor  is  the  fact  of  importance  on  the  question 
of  undue  influence,  that  the  relatives  never  heard  of  the 

1  Gay  V.   Gillilan,    92    Mo.   250;    1  « Gilbert  v.  Gilbert,  22  Ala.  529;  58 

Am.  St.  Rep.  712.  Am.  Dec.  2CS. 

s  Reynolds  v.  Adams,  90  111.  134;  32  *  Roberts  v.  Trawick,  17  Ala.  55;  52 

Am.  Rep.  15.  Am.  Dec.  1C4. 

'  Gay  V.  Gillilan,  92  Mo.  250;  1  Am.  "  Woodward  r.  James,  3  Strob.  552; 

St.  Rep.  712.  51  Am.  Dec.  649, 
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will  until  a  short  time  before  its  admission  to  probate, 
although  they  lived  near  the  testator.^ 

§  3210.  Sanity  and  Undue  Influence  a  Question  for  the 
Jury. — Where  any  influence  has  been  used  to  induce  the 
execution  of  a  will,  the  jury  should  decide  whether  it  was 
by  fair  and  reasonable  means,  or  by  unfair  and  fraudulent 
means;  and  in  the  former  case  they  should  find  for  the 
will,  in  the  latter  against  it.^  So  upon  an  issue  of 
devisavit  vel  non,  the  question  of  the  testator's  menial 
capacity  is  for  the  jury.' 

§  3211.  Declarations  of  Testator.  —  It  is  held  that  the 
declarations  of  the  testator,  made  at  the  time  of  the  execu- 
tion  of  his  will,  are  part  of  the  res  gcstx,  and  are  therefore 
admissible.*  But  the  mere  declarations  of  a  testator  that 
he  has  made  his  will  are  not  of  themselves  sufficient  proof 
of  execution.'  Declarations  of  a  testator  made  before  and 
after  the  execution  of  a  will  are  held  in  West  Virginia  to 
be  inadmissible  to  set  it  aside.'  The  conduct  and  declara- 
tions  of  a  testator,  made  at  the  time  of  the  execution  by 
him  of  his  will,  as  well  as  his  statements  before  and  after 
that  time,  and  those  made  shortly  before  his  death,  are 
competent  on  the  question  of  sanity  and  his  capacity  to 
make  a  will.'  And  great  "latitude  is  to  be  allowed  in  the 
admission  of  such  evidence.'  So  the  contents  of  a  paper 
dictated  by  the  testator  two  years  after  the  execution  of 


1  Gilbert  v.  Gilbert,  22  Ala.  529;  58 
Am.  Dec.  268. 

■^  Eelbeck  v.  Granberry,  2  Hayw. 
(N.  U.)  232;  2  Am.  Dec.  C24;  Monroe 
V.  Barclay,  17  Ohio  St.  302;  93  Am. 
Dec.  (520. 

=»  iJell  V.  Clark,  9  Ired.  239. 

♦  Maraton  v.  Marston,  17  N.  H.  503; 
43  Am.  Dec.  61 1.  See  notes  to  Roberts 
V.  Tiawick,  52  Am.  Dec.  167;  Matter 
of  Page.  59  Am.  Rep.  399;  Waterman 
V.  Whitney,  62  Am.  Dec.  80;  Jackson 
V.  KnifFen,  3  Am.  Dec.  395. 

*  1  Jaruian  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott'a     notes,     245;      Tyuan     v. 


Paschal,  27  Tex.  286;  84  Am.  Dec. 
619;  a  case  of  a  lost  will  sought  to 
be  probated. 

« Couch  V.  Eastham,  27  W.  Va. 
796;  55  Am.  Rep.  .346. 

'  Pratte  v.  Coffman,  33  Mo.  71; 
Boylan  v.  Meeker,  28  N.  J.  L.  274; 
Colvin  V.  Warford,  20  Mil.  MiJT; 
Cockeram  v.  Cockeram,  17  111.  App. 
604;  McTaggart  v.  Thompson,  U 
Pa.  St.  149;  Allea  v.  Public  Adm'r,  1 
Bradf.  378;  Rule  v.  Maupin,  84  Mo. 
587. 

*  Robinson  r.  Adams,  62  Me.  369;  16 
Am.  Rep.  473. 
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the  will,  and  which  stated  the  reasons  for  certain  disposi- 
tions in  the  will,  are  admissible.* 

The  declarations  of  the  testator,  made  subsequent  to 
the  execution  of  his  will,  showing  that  he  thought  its 
provisions  to  be  different  from  what  they  really  wero,  are 
admissible  in  evidence  in  a  will  contest  where  fraud  and 
undue  influence  are  relied  on.''  So  the  testator's  declara- 
tions are  competent  which  are  made  about  the  time  the 
will  was  executed,  and  which  show  friendly  or  airectioiuito 
feelings  for  a  son  or  other  relative  who  is  excluded  by  the 
terms  of  the  will.'  So  the  testator's  declarations  made 
shortly  before  the  execution  of  his  will  are  admissible  to 
prove  fraud  in  its  execution;*  so  of  declarations  made 
after  the  execution.'*  But  this  does  not  apply  to  declarations 
made  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the  execution;  they  should 
be  so  near  as  to  form  part  of  the  res  gestse.^  And  where 
declarations  are  made  by  the  testator  approving  the  con- 
tents of  the  will  and  its  dispositions,  they  are  admissible 
in  evidence.''  Declarations  of  a  testatrix  tending  to 
show  importunity  and  undue  influence,  made  about  the 
time  of  executing  the  will,  are  admissible  in  evidence  to 
prove  the  state  and  condition  of  her  mind  when  the  will 
was  executed,  but  not  to  prove  the  fact  stated,  that  such 
undue  influence  and  importunity  were  exercised.' 

The  cancellation  or  revocation  of  a  will  being  in  issue, 
the  declarations  of  the  testator  are  admissible  to  rebut 
any  presumption  which  may  exist  by  reason  of  its  loss,^ 
or  to  show  that  it  was  actually  destroyed.^"    But  an  implied 


>Wood  r.  Sawyer,  PhilL  (N.  C.) 

251. 

"Reel  V.  Reel,  1  Hawks,  248;  9 
Am.  Dec.  632. 

»  Cxilbert  v.  Gilbert,  22  Ala.  529;  58 
Am.  Dec.  268. 

*  Roberts  r.  Trawick,  17  Ala.  55;  52 
Am.  Dec.  1C4. 

"  Howell  V.  Barden,  3  Dev.  442; 
Hester  v.  Hester,  4  Dev.  2'2S;  Smith 
V.  Feimer,  1  Gall.  170.  But  see  Ricli- 
ardiiou  v.    Richardson,   35    Vt.    238; 


Jackson  v.  Kniffen,  2  Johns.  31;  3 
Am.  Dec  390. 

«  Smith  r.  Fenncr,  1  Gall.  170. 

'  Pattou  V.  Allison,  7  Hiiini)h.  .320; 
See  Adair  v.  A.l;nr,  30  Ga.  102. 

8  Robinson  V.  Hutchi.soii,  20  Vt.  38; 
60  Am.  Dec.  *J9S;  Comstor  ■<.  Eco. 
Soc,  8  Conn.  254;  20  Am.  1  00. 

»  Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  2«G;  SI 
Am.  Dee.  GI9. 

'•  Lawyer  v.  Smith,  8  Mich.  411;  77 
Am.  Dec.  460. 
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revocation  cannot  be  shown  by  the  declarations  of  the 
testator,  unless  there  has  been  a  change  in  his  material 
relations,  whereby  new  moral  duties  and  obligations  have 
been  created/  So  such  declarations  are  inadmissible, 
unless  connected  with  some  act  done,  or  attempted  to  be 
done,  by  the  testator  to  effect  a  revocation.^  But  the  pre- 
sumption  that  a  will  which  cannot  be  found  was  destroyed 
animo  revocandi  is  not  overcome  by  proof  that  persons 
injuriously  aflfected  by  the  will  had  opportunities  to  de- 
stroy it.  The  facts  and  circumstances  must  be  suflBcient 
to  establish  that  the  will  was  actually  fraudulently  de- 
stroyed.' 

§  3212.  Declarations  of  Other  Parties. — The  declara- 
Mom  of  one  charged  with  the  destruction  of  a  will  are 
admissible,  when  a  part  of  the  res  gestse,  in  behalf  of  those 
attempting  to  establish  the  will.*  But  evidence  is  inadmis- 
sible which  shows  that  one  of  the  devisees  had,  by  various 
discourses,  intimated  that  he  had  procured  the  will  to  be 
made,  and  that  it  was  read  to  him,  and  that  he  had  given 
the  reason  why  his  brothers  and  sisters  received  so  small 
a  portion  for  themselves.'  So  the  declarations  of  a  legatee, 
made  before  the  will  was  made,  and  whose  interests  under 
the  will  are  less  than  those  under  the  intestate  laws,  are 
not  evidence  against  the  will,  though  he  is  a  party  to  the 
issue." 


§  3213.  Evidence  to  Show  Unfinished  Paper  a  Will. 
—  It  is  held,  upon  an  issue  as  to  whether  an  unfinished 
paper  was  intended  as  a  will,  that  parol  evidence  that  it 
was  so  intended  is  competent.^ 


'  JotiM  V.  Moseley,  40  Miss.  261;  90 
Am.  Deo.  327. 

"Dan  ».  Brown,  4  Cow.  483;  15 
Am.  Deo.  395;  Hoitt  v.  Hoitt,  63 
N.  H.  476,  499;  56  Am.  Rep.  530, 
537. 

» Collyer  v.  Collyer,  110  N.  Y.  481; 
6  Am.  St.  Bep.  405r 


*  Batton  V.  Watson,  13  Oa.  63;  58 
Am.  Dec.  504. 

^  Miller  v.  Miller,  3  Serg.  &  R.  266; 
8  Am.  Dec.  651. 

"iltlow  V.  Titlow,  64  Pa.  St.  216; 
93  Am.  Dec.  691. 

'  Witherspoon  v.  Witherspoon,  2 
McCord,  520. 
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§  3214.  Evidence  to  Show  Republication.  —  It  appears 
by  an  Iowa  case  that  where  a  will  is  revoked  by  tlie  subse- 
quent birth  of  a  child,  its  republication  cannot  be  proved 
by  parol  evidence.* 

§  3215.  Evidence  to  Show  Testator's  Knowledge  of 
Contents  of  Will. — Although  the  fact  that  the  testator 
had  knowledge  of  the  contents  of  the  will  may  be  shown 
by  the  testimony  of  one  unimpeachable  witness  to  that 
fact,*  still  his  knowledge  of  the  contents  may  be  shown 
by  circumstances.'  But  the  burden  of  proof  rests  upon  a 
stranger  who  writes  a  will,  by  the  terms  of  which  he  is  the 
principal  beneficiary,  of  showing  that  the  testatrix  was 
acquainted  with  its  contents,  and  had  an  intelligent  con- 
sciousness of  the  proportion  of  the  estate  to  be  taken  by 
him;  and  the  burden  of  proof  in  this  respect  rests  upon 
the  contestant,  where  the  will  is  written  by  the  son  of  the 
testatrix,  who  is  the  principal  beneficiary.* 

§  3216.  Proof  of  Lost  or  Destroyed  Wi)\,  and  Probate 
of  Same.  —  If  a  testator  dies  leaving  an  unrevoked  will, 
which  is  lost  or  cannot  be  found  after  his  death,  parol 
evidence  is  competent  to  prove  its  contents,  and  as  thus 
proved  it  may  be  admitted  to  probate."  But  parol  evi- 
dence of  the  contents  of  a  will  is  not  admissible  unless  it 
is  first  shown  that  diligent  and  unavailing  search  has 
been  made  for  the  original  in  the  place  where  it  was  most 
likely  to  be  found.'  So  in  the  absence  of  the  corpus  of  the 
will,  and  of  all  evidence  of  its  having  been  seen,  evidence 
is  inadmissible  of  declarations  of  the  deceased  that  he  had 


'  Carey  v.  Baughn,  36  Iowa,  540;  14 
Am.  Rep.  634. 

^  Cox  V.  Cox,  4  Sneed,  81. 

^  Montague  v.  Allan's  Executors,  78 
Va.  592;  49  Am.  Rep.  384. 

*  Blume  V.  Hartman,  115  Pa.  St. 
3'J;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  525. 

■■  Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  286;  84 
Am.  Dec.  619;  Foster'a  Appeal,  87  Pa. 
St.  C7;  30  Am.  Dec.  340;  Reeves  v. 
Bouth,  2  Mill  Const.  334;  12  Am.  Dec. 


679;  Apperson  v.  Cottrell,  3  Port.  51 ; 
29  Am.  Dec.  239;  Jackson  v.  Betta,  9 
Cow.  208.  See  Harris  v.  Harris,  36 
Barb.  88;  Voorhees  v.  Voorheea,  39 
N.  Y.  463;  100  Am.  Dec.  458:  Rhodes 
V.  Vinson,  9  Gill,  169;  62  Am.  Dec. 
685.  See  note  to  Tynan  v.  Paschal, 
84  Am.  Dec.  028. 

•Dan  V.  Brown,   4  Cow.   483;    15 
Am.  Dec.  395. 
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made  a  will,  and  had  disposed  of  his  estate  in  a  ceriin 
way.^  One  who  seeks  to  establish  a  lost  or  destroyed  w ;  1 
assumes  the  burden  of  overcoming  by  adequate  proof  li,. 
presumption  that  it  has  been  destroyed  animo  revocamli.- 
And  the  proof  must  be  very  clear  and  strong,  althou-h 
in  cases  of  conflict  of  evidence  the  jury  must  decide' 
But  the  fact  of  the  loss  or  destruction  may  be  proved  l.y 
circumstantial  as  well  as  by  positive  evidence.*  And 
proof  of  the  contents  may  be  sulficiently  shown  by  t la- 
testimony  of  one  witness.^  So  in  order  that  effect  miiy 
be  given  to  the  testamentary  dispositions,  where  a  will  i> 
lost,  it  must  be  proven  as  if  it  were  produced  before  tlu 
court.*  Therefore  its  execution  must  be  proven  by  all  tlii' 
subscribing  witnesses,  if  in  life  and  within  the  jurisdii  - 
tion  of  the  court,  with  the  same  formality  as  on  proof  «: 
the  will  were  the  paper  itself  actually  propounded  for  pro- 
bate.^ But  it  is  decided  that  the  whole  of  a  lost  will  nctil 
not  be  proved,  but  that  so  much  as  is  proven  will  he 
admitted  to  probate.'  And  in  a  suit  to  establish  a  lost 
will,  the  deposition  of  an  heir  at  law  who  is  also  a  devisee 
under  the  will  is  admissible  in  evidence.' 


§  3217.  Jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Equity  to  Establish 
Lost  Will.  —  A  lost,  suppressed,  or  destroyed  will  may  in 
certain  states  be  set  up  where  there  has  been  accident  or 
fraud."*  But  equity  cannot  set  up  a  will  regularly  pro- 
bated  in  a  county  court  until  such  probate  is  set  aside,  no 


1  Clark  V.  Morton,  5  Rawle,  235;  28 
Am.  Dec.  667. 

»  Collyer  v.  Collyer,  110  N.  Y.  481; 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  405. 

•  Kitchens  v.  Kitchena,  39  Ga.  168; 
99  Am.  Dec.  453;  Rhodes  v.  Vinson, 
9  Gill,  166;  52  Am.  Dec.  685. 

*  Schultz  V.  Schultz,  85  N.  Y.  653; 
91  Am.  Dec.  88. 

»  Matter  of  Page,  118  111.  576;  59 
Am.  Rep.  395;  Dickey  v.  Malechi,  6 
Mo.  177;  34  Am.  Dec.  130.  But  see 
Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  286;  84 
Am.  Dec.  619. 


« Tynan  v.  Paschal,  27  Tex.  28G;  84 
Am.  Dec.  619. 

'  Kitchens  v.  Kitchens,  39  Ga.  165; 
99  Am.  Dec.  45.3. 

•  Dickey  v.  Malechi,  6  Mo.  177;  34 
Am.  Dec.  130.  But  see  Rhodes  v. 
Vinson,  9  Gill,  169;  52  Am.  Dec.  GSj. 

•  Dickey  v.  Malechi,  6  Mo.  177;  34 
Am.  Dec.  130. 

'"  Townsend  v.  Townsend,  4  Cold. 
70;  94  Am.  Dec.  185;  Buchanm  v. 
Matlock,  8  Humph.  390;  47  Am.  Dec 
622.  But  see  Morningstar  v.  Sclby, 
15  Ohio,  345;  45  Am.  Dec.  579. 
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27  Tex.  280;  Si 
ins,  39  Ga.  16S; 


matter  how  long  the  will  in  question  may  have  been  lost, 
suppressed,  or  fraudulently  concealed.' 

§  3218.  Admissibility  of  Wills  as  Evidence — Ancient 
Wills.  —  It  is  determined  in  Massachusetts  that  before  the 
probate  of  a  will  it  is  not  admissible  as  evidence  of  title 
to  land,  and  that  one  claiming  under  it  cannot  prove  that 
it  was  fraudulently  destroyed,  and  give  secondary  evidence 
of  its  contents."  But  after  the  lapse  of  thirty  years  it  is 
held  that  wills  stand  on  the  same  basis  as  other  ancient 
documents,  so  far  as  their  admissibility  in  evidence  with- 
out proof  of  their  execution  is  concerned.' 

§  3219.  Extrinsic  Evidence  to  Affect  Will.  —  In  regard 
to  parol  evidence,  the  general  rule  is,  that  such  evidence 
cannot  be  admitted  to  contradict,  add  to,  or  explain 
the  contents  of  a  written  will,  even  though  the  conse- 
quences may  be  the  total  or  partial  failure  of  the  testa- 
tor's intended  disposition.*  So  parol  evidence  is  not 
admissible  to  show  the  intention  of  the  testator  in  mak- 
ing his  will,  s'.ice  a  construction  of  the  will  not  warranted 
by  its  express  terms  might  thereby  be  obtained;'  nor  is 
such  evidence  of  the  testator's  intention  admissible  to 
show  that  a  given  legacy  was  meant  as  a  satisfaction  of 
au  existing  debt,  where  no  presumption  of  satisfaction  is 
created  by  the  provisions  of  the  will;*  nor  can  a  word  or 
a  phrase  in  a  testament  be  diverted  from  its  appropriate 
subject  by  extrinsic  evidence  showing  that  the  testator 
commonly  or  on  that  particular  occasion  used  the  dis- 
puted word  in  a  sense  peculiar  to  himself,  or  even  in  a 


'  Townsend  r.  Townsend,  4  Cold. 
70;  <Jl  Am.  Dec  185.  See  Harris  v. 
Tibeieau,  52  Ga.  153;  21  Am.  Ren. 
242. 

'■"Shumway  t>.  Holbrook,  1  Pick. 
114;  11  Am.  Dec.  153. 

'Northrop  V.  Wright,  7  Hill,  47G; 
Slialler  v.  Brand,  6  Biiin.  435;  6  Am. 
Dec.  482;  Jackson  v.  Luquere,  5  Cow. 
221;  Jackaon  v.  Van  Dusen,  5  Johns. 
144;  4  Am.  Dec.  330;  Jackson  r. 
323 


Blaiishan,  3  Johns.  202;  3  Am.   Dec. 
485. 

♦Eatherlyr.  Fatherly,  1  Cold.  4GI; 
78  Am.  Dec.  499;  Cleveland  r.  Havens, 
13  N.  J.   E<i.  101;  78   Am.  Dec.  90. 

*  A"ery  v.  Chappel,  6  Conn.  270;  10 
Am.  Due.  63;  Asay  v.  Hoover,  5  Pa. 
St.  21;  45  Am.  Dec.  713;  Jones  v.  Mc- 
Kee,  3  Pa.  St.  496;  45  Am.  Dec.  0(51. 

*  Cloud  V.  Cliiikinbeard,  8  B.  Moo. 
397;  48  Am.  Dec.  397. 
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popular  sense,  as  distinguished  from  its  strict  and  primary 
import;*  and  the  rule  that  parol  evidence  is  inadmissible 
to  change  or  add  to  the  terms  of  a  will  applies  equally  to 
bequests  as  to  devises,*  and  covers,  also,  declarations  of 
the  testator.'  The  rule  is,  however,  subject  to  qualifica- 
tions; as,  in  cases  of  ambiguity,  supplying  words,  and  the 
like  (noted  in  the  following  sections).  So  where  there 
are  circumstances  dehors  the  will  to  indicate  tluit  the 
words  of  the  will  were  used  in  a  different  sense  from  th  . 
which  their  ordinary  legal  signification  imports,  then  all 
the  circumstances  may  be  resorted  to  to  assist  the  construe- 
tion;*  and  any  evidence  is  admissible  which  in  its  nature 
and  effect  simply  explains  what  the  testator  has  written.' 
So  where  the  testator,  unr*  )r  the  belief  that  his  mistress's 
children  were  his  offspring,  provides  for  them  in  his  will, 
evidence  is  admissible  that  the  testator  was  by  reason  of 
age  and  infirmity  incapable  of  begetting  children;'  and 
parol  evidence  is  competent  to  show  that  a  devise  of  land 
absolutely  was  accompanied  by  a  secret  trust  in  favor  of 
one  other  than  the  devisee.'  So  it  is  competent  to  show 
by  parol  evidence  the  extent  of  a  privilege  previously 
enjoyed  by  its  devisee  to  give  effect  to  a  devise;'  and  parol 
evidence  aliunde  the  will  is  admissible  in  Maine  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  certain  of  the  testator's  children 
who  did  not  receive  anything  under  the  will  were  inten- 
tionally omitted.'  So  in  Massachusetts,  such  evidence 
has  been  held  admissible  to  show  that  the  testator  inten- 
tionally omitted  a  grandchild  from  his  will.*" 


1  Yundt's  Appeal,  13  Pa.  St.  676;  53 
Am.  Dec.  496. 

*  Barnes  v.  Simins,  5  Ired.  Eq.  392; 
49  Am.  Dec.  435. 

*  Magee  v.  McNiel,  41  Misa.  17;  90 
Am.  Dec.  354. 

*  Hoope's  Appeal,  60  Pa.  St.  220; 
100  Am.  Doo.  562;  Ehrenberg's  Suc- 
cession, 21  La.  Ann.  280;  99  Am.  Dec. 
729. 

"  Warner  v.  Miltenberger,  21  Md. 
264;  83  Am.  Dec.  673. 


«  Davis  V.  Calvert,  5  Gill  &  J.  269; 
25  Am.  Dec.  282. 

'  Jones  V.  McKee,  3  Pa.  St.  496;  4o 
Am.  Dec.  661. 

«Maeck    v.  Nason,   21   Vt.  115;52 

»  Whittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  29:; 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  200. 

"  Wilson  V.  Foaket,  6  Met.  400: 33 
Am.  Dec.  736.  But  see  Estate  of  Gar- 
rand,  35  Cal.  336;  Chace  v.  Chace,  6 
R.  I.  407;  78  Am.  Dec.  44G;  BraJlej 
V.  Bradley,  24  Mo.  311. 
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|rt,5  Gill  &  J- 269; 

I,  3  Pa.  St.  496;  45 

[a,  21   Vt.  115;  5: 
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TuxsTRATioNs.  —  A  W.1S  bcquoftthcd  a  "lot"  of  ".and  by  a 
will.  In  an  action  of  ejectment  for  its  recovery,  it  was  claimed 
that  the  word  "  lot,"  as  used  by  the  testator,  embraced  a  large 
jciroel  of  ground,  and  was  not  intended  to  refer  to  an  ordinary 
town-lot.  Held,  that  extrinsic  evidence,  coupled  with  testimony 
derived  from  other  parts  of  the  will,  was  competent  evidence  to 
show  such  fact:  Warner  v.  Miltenberger,  21  Md.  264;  83  Am. 
Dec.  573. 

§  3220.  Evidence  to  Explain  Ambignities.  —  Latent 
ambiguities  ascribable  to  something  either  omitted  or 
inserted  may  be  explained  by  extrinsic  evidence,*  al- 
though it  is  held  that  this  cannot  be  done  by  testimony 
of  the  one  who  drew  the  will.''  But  the  rule  as  to  latent 
ambiguities  is  declared  not  to  be  applicable  to  patent 
ambiguities  which  leave  the  testator's  intention  doubtful.' 
To  remove  latent  ambiguities,  the  acts  and  declarations  of 
a  testator  in  respect  to  the  thing  given  are  admissible;  so, 
also,  the  relati\re  amount  of  advancements  and  the  differ- 
ences in  value  of  portions  of  land  devised  to  children  are 
proper  subjectr  for  consideration.*  And  parol  evidence  is 
admissible  to  sliow  who  was  intended  by  a  bequest  made 
to  one  by  a  wrong  christian  name,*  even  though  there 
were  persons  of  both  names;'  or  to  show  the  legatee, 
where  the  description  in  the  will  applies  to  several.' 

§  3221.    Evidence  to  Show  Mistake— Supplying  Words. 

—  Although  courts  of  equity  have  power  in  certain  cases 
to  correct  mistakes  in  wills,  where  they  clearly  appear  on 
its  face,  or  are  made  to  appear  by  construction,'  and  may 


'  Avery  v.  Chappel,  6  Conn.  270;  16 
Am.  Dec.  53;  Breckenridge  v.  Duncan, 
'2  A.  K.  Marsh.  50;  12  Am.  Dec.  359; 
E;itlu'rly  r.  Eatherly,  1  Cold.  461;  78 
Am.  Dec.  499. 

'  McAllister  v.  Tate,  11  Rich.  509; 
73  Am.  Dec.  119. 

'  Breckenridge  v.  Duncan,  2  A.  K. 
Marsii.  50;  12  Am.  Dec.  359. 

*  Browiifield  v.  Brownfield,  12  Pa. 
St.  1:JG;  51  Am.  Dec.  590.  See  Zeiter 
t .  Zeiter,  4  Watts,  212;  28  Am.  Dec. 
698, 


'  Connolly  r.  Pardon,!  Paige,  291; 
19  Am.  Dec.  4.33.  But  see  Barnes  v. 
Simms,  5  Ired.  Eq.  392;  49  Am.  Dec.  435. 

«  Powell  0.  Biddle,  2  Dall.  70;  1  Am. 
Dec.  263. 

'  Clarke  v.  Cotton,  2  Dev.  Eq.  301; 
24  Am.  Dec.  279.  See,  on  these  last 
three  points,  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  sees. 
179-181. 

8  Eatherly  w.  Eatherly,  1  Cold.  461; 
78  Am.  Dec.  499;  Story's  Eq.  Jur., 
sees.  179-181.  But  see  Goode  v. 
Guode,  22  Mo.  518;  66  Am.  Dec.  630. 
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supply  omissions  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  paper,'  yd 
parol  evidence  is  inadmissible  to  relieve  against  amistako 
in  a  will  which  does  not  amount  to  a  latent  ambiguity,' 
Therefore  a  will  cannot  be  corrected  by  evidence  of  mis- 
take so  as  to  strike  out  the  name  of  a  legatee  and  insert 
that  of  another  inadvertently  omitted  by  tlio  draughtsuiaii 
or  copyist;'  nor  is  parol  evidence  admissi])le  to  show  that 
certain  legacies  intended  to  have  been  given  to  certain 
persons  were  omitted  by  the  scrivener;''  nor  is  such  evi- 
dence admissible,  though  offered  by  the  person  who  (Ik  ^v 
the  will,  and  whose  character  was  unimpeachable,  to  slmw 
a  mistake  in  that  the  testator  intended  to  dispose  of  tlie 
property  in  a  different  manner  than  appeared  on  the  face 
of  the  will;'  nor  is  evidence  admissible  dehors  the  will, 
that  it  was  made  under  a  mistake  as  to  the  supposed  dtaih 
of  the  son  of  the  testatrix,  whose  name  was  oiuitted 
therefrom;'  nor  will  equity  on  parol  proofs  relieve  {igaiiist 
a  mistake  in  a  will  by  making  it  conform  to  instructions 
claimed  to  have  been  given  the  scrivener/  And  parol 
evidence  is  inadmissible  to  show  that  in  drawing  a  will 


the   scrivener,  through    ignorance,  inserted 


words 


that 


varied  the  meaning  of  the  instrument,  unless  there  be  a 
latent  ambiguity,  a  resulting  trust,  or  fraud;'  nor  can 
an  omission  in  a  will  of  real  estate,  alleged  to  have  been 
made  by  the  draughtsman,  be  supplied  by  parol.' 

Illustrations. —  By  a  will,  land  in  "section  thirty-two" 
was  devised  to E., and  land  in  "section  thirty-one"  was dcvisi'l 
to  J.    Held,  that  parol  evidence  was  inadmissible  to  show  that 


»  Eatherly  r.  Eatherly,  1  Coia.  4G1; 
78  Am.  Dec.  49<J. 

••<  Story's  Eq.  .Tur.,  secg.  17S-181. 

*  Yates  V.  Cole,  1  Jones  Eq.  110;  59 
Am.  Dec.  ()02. 

*  Comstock  V.  HacUyme  Ecc.  Soc,  8 
Conn.  -254;  20  Am.  Dec.  100. 

*  RothmaMer    v.    Myers,  4  Desaus. 
Eq.  215;  0  Am.  Dec.  61.1 

*  Gifford  V.  Dyer,  2  R.  I.  99;  57  Am. 
Dec.  703. 

'  Avery  v.  Chappel,  6  Conn.  270;  16 
\m.  Dec.  53. 


'  Lldings  V.  I(liliii<?3,  7  Serj,'.  &  R. 
Ill;  10  Am.  Dec.  450. 

»  Amlress  i'.  Welter,  3  N.  J.  Iv]. 
G04.  "Parol  eviileiice  is  inst  ailmn- 
sil)le  to  sujiply  any  clause  or  wii 
wliiuli  may  have  been  malverteiitiy 
omitted  by  the  person  drawing  tlij 
will  ";  1  .Idriiian  <m  Will.s,  U.iiiJn!|i'i 
and  T.ilctitt's  notes,  "17,  ami  iinif.'i. 
See  statu  te.s  of  GiMirj.(ia;  also  ol  ( .i!;- 
forniii,  Dakota,  Montana.  ;inil  Utih; 
Stinison's  Amuricau  Statute  Law,  seci. 
260O--80'J. 
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the  draughtsman  of  the  will  mrde  a  mistake,  or  that  "section 
thirty-two"  should  be  section  tl  irty-three  and  "section  thirty- 
one"  should  be  section  thirty-lwo:  Kurtz  v.  Ilibner,  50  111. 
514;  8  Am.  Rop.  (JG5.  There  wis  a  devise  of  the  "west  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter  of  sect  on  twenty-three,"  in  T.  town- 
ehip.  J/sW,  that  parol  evidence  was  inadmissible  to  show  that 
the  testator  owned  the  east  hall  of  tlie  southwest  quarter  of 
ecction  tvventy-tlireo,  and  no  other  land,  and  that  the  draughts- 
nian  of  the  will  had  erred  in  putting  in  one  description  for  the 
other:  Fitzpatrick  v.  Fitzpatrick,  36  Iowa,  G74;  14  Am.  Rep. 
5.'!8.  A  testator  gave  to  his  wife  one  third  of  all  his  personal 
projjorty,  and  the  use  of  any  land  she  mignt  need  for  life;  and 
to  a  daughter  one  hundred  acres  of  land;  and  then,  after  some 
minor  bequests,  gave  "the  rest  ol"  my  estate  personal  "  to  his 
four  sons  and  the  children  of  a  daughter;  then,  in  a  codicil,  he 
recited  that  he  had  disposed  of  hi?  "estate  real  and  personal" 
and  had  "  bequeathed  two  thirds  of  said  estate  "  to  said  sons 
and  grandchildren,  and  revoked  the  share  left  to  a  certain  son. 
7/o/f/,  that  the  court  could  not  supply  the  words  "real  and" 
before  "  personal,"  in  the  will,  and  that  the  testator  died  in- 
testate as  to  all  his  real  estate  except  the  one  hundred  acres: 
Graham  v.  Graham,  23  W.  Va.  36;  48  Am.  Rep.  364.  A  devise 
was  of  "  sixty  acres,  se  25,  toon  7,  and  forty  acres,  se  24,  toon 
6,  Jasper  County."  Held,  to  refer  to  sections  and  townships, 
and  that  parol  evidence  was  competent  to  show  the  township 
and  range  of  the  lands:  Chambers  v.  Watson,  60  Iowa,  339;  46 
Am.  Rep.  70.  The  words  were,  "fifteen  hundred."  Jleld,  that 
the  word  "dollars"  might  be  supplied:  Snyder y.  Warbasse^  11 
N.  J.  Eq.  463.  The  will  contained  the  following  clause:  "I 
give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife  for  and  during  her  widow- 
])ood  the  farm  which  I  now  occupy,  together  with  the  whole  of 
the  crops  of  every  description  which  may  be  thereon  at  the 
time  of  my  death,"  and  after  her  remarriage  or  death,  the  same 
was  to  go  by  devise  over  to  another.  Held,  that  parol  evidence 
was  inadmissible  to  show  that  the  testator  intended  to  devise 
the  whole  of  his  real  estate,  which  included  a  farm  of  ninety 
acres  held  under  a  lease  of  seven  years  from  the  testator,  or  to 
ehow  that  he  gave  such  instructions  to  the  scrivener,  there  being 
a  mistake  and  no  latent  ambiguitv:  Jackson  v.  Sill,  11  Johns. 
201;  6  Am.  Dec.  363. 

§3222.  Impeachment  or  Setting  Aside  Will.  —  Al- 
leged misrepresentations  are  no  ground  for  setting  aside 
a  will,  unless  they  are  proved  to  be  false;'  nor  can  a 
will  be  set  aside  by  the  court  because  of  its  disapprobation 

^  Smith  V.  De  Bose,  78  Ga.  413;  6  Am.  St.  Kep.  260. 
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of  the  motives  that  actuated  the  testator,  or  of  the  disix). 
sition  that  he  makes  of  his  property,  unless  there  is,  ikjI 
merely  in  the  motives,  but  in  the  actual  disposition,  sonu. 
thing  which  is  against  good  morals  or  public  policy;*  nor 
may  a  will  be  avoided  because  its  dispositions  are  inij)rii. 
dent  and  unaccountable; '^  nor  is  secrecy  in  its  execution 
any  ground  for  impeaching  a  will;'  nor  is  it  any  ground 
for  settiiig  aside  a  will  that  the  testatrix  had  no  knowl- 
edge  of  the  fact  that  the  man  to  whom  she  left  her  prop. 
erty,  and  with  whom  she  had  been  unlawfully  living  as  liis 
wife,  was  the  lawful  husband  of  another  woman  living  at 
the  time/  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  voidable  will.' 
But  a  will  void  in  part  may,  notwithstanding,  be  good  as 
to  the  residue.'  A  petition  to  set  aside  a  will  should 
contain  all  the  grounds  necessary  to  effect  that  purpose.' 

§  3223,  Who  may  Contest  Will.  —  The  parties  in  in- 
terest  may  contest  the  validity  of  a  will,*  and  third  par- 
ties,  in  certain  cases,  as  where  a  will  is  opposed  to  their 
title,  may  contest  the  probate  of  a  will  and  show  that  it  wm 
never  executed;'  and  a  legatee  under  a  will  may  contest 
the  probate  of  a  codicil  which  revokes  his  legacy,  and 
this,  although  he  was  not  notified  to  appear.'"  But  one 
who  receives  a  legacy  or  beneficial  interest  under  a  will 
is  thereby  estopped  from  contesting  the  validity  of  the 
will  without  repaying  the  amount  of  the  legacy  or  bring- 
ing the  money  into  court." 


>  Trumbull  r.  Gibbons,  22  N.  J.  L. 
117;  51  Am.  Dec,  253. 

»  Higgina  v.  Carlton,  28  Md.  115;  92 
Am.  Dec.  <)G6. 

»  Coffin  V.  Coffin,  23  N.  Y.  9;  80  Am. 
Deo.  235. 

♦  In  re  Donnelly,  68  Iowa,  126. 

*McGee  v.  Porter.  l4  Mo.  611;  55 
Am.  Dec.  129. 

•Kane  v.  Goct,  24  Wend.  641;  35 
Am.  Dec.  641.  See  Taylor  v.  Kelley, 
31  Ala.  59;  68  Am.  Dec.  150. 

'  Vickery  v.  Hobbs,  21  Tex.  570;  73 
Am.  Dec.  238.  See  also,  aa  to  juris- 
diction in  will  contests  and  practice, 


Duncan  r.  Duncan,  23  111.  364;  76  Am, 
Dec.  699;  Walker  v.  Walker,  14  Ohio 
St.  157;  82  Am.  Dec.  474. 

*  Duncan  v.  Duncan,  23  111.  304;  70 
Am.  Dec.  699. 

*  Succession  of  Clark,  11  La.  Ami, 
124. 

'•  Walsh  V.  Ryan,  1  Bradf.  438. 

»  Hott  V.  Price,  54  N.  H.  31tS;  20 
Am.  Rep.  138;  Smith  v.  GniM,  34  .Mo. 
443;  Smith  v.  Smith,  14  (irav,  5;K; 
Hyde  v.  Baldwin,  17  Pick.  .303;  Siimit 
V.  Easely,  5  J.  J.  Marsh.  214;  I'lestciu 
V.  Jones,  9  Pa.  St.  456;  Van  I'uyue  n. 
Van  Duyue,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  49. 
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CHAPTER   CLVIII. 

CONSTRUCTION  OF  THE  INSTRUMENT. 

§  3224.  Construction  —  How  far  teatator'a  intention  controli. 

§  .3225.  Use  of  introductory  words  to  ascertain  intention. 

§  3220.  Tecluiical  words  —  How  far  governed  by  testator'a  intention. 

S  3227.  Whole  will  is  to  be  construed  together. 

§  3228.  Later  provisions  control. 

§  322i).  (roneral  intent  prevails  over  particular  intent. 

§  3230.  Transposition  of  words. 

§  3231.  Surplusage  and  rejection  of  words. 

§  3232.  Per  stirpes  or  per  capita. 

§  32.33.  Devise  with  power  of  appointment. 

§  3234.  Bequest  of  a  debt  —  Annuity. 

§  3235.  Legacy  may  be  a  personal  charge. 

§  3236.  Gift  of  personal  property  for  a  lifetime  with  gift  over. 

§  3237.  Statutory  rules  concerning  devises  and  legacies. 

§  3238.  Special  instances  of  wills  held  to  be  valid  and  void. 

§  3230.  What  constitutes  a  sufficient  finding  as  to  validity  of  wilL 

§  3240.  Estate  when  segregated. 

§  3241.  Conditions  in  wills. 

§  3242.  Illegal  and  impossible  conditions. 

§  3243.  Conditions  against  contesting  will. 

§  3244.  Bequest  for  support  and  maintenance. 

§  3245.  Perpetuities. 

§  3224.  Construction— How  Far  Testator's  Intention 
Controls.  — The  statutes  of  several  of  the  states  make  spe- 
cial provision  for  construing  wills  where  ambiguous.'  But 
the  rule  is  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  as  expressed  in 
his  will  must  govern,  when  not  inconsistent  with  the  rules 
of  law.^  The  intention  must  be  collected  from  the  whole 
will  itself,  and  no  part  is  to  be  rejected  which  can  be  given 


'  See  Stimson'a  American  Statute 
Law,  sees.  2800-2803,  2808. 

^'olton  V.  Colton,  127  U.  S.  .SOO, 
309,  310;  Boiaseau  v.  Aldridges,  5 
Leigh,  222;  27  Am.  Dec.  590;  Coven- 
hoven  v.  Shuler,  2  Paige,  122;  21  Am. 
Dec.  73;  Morton  v.  Barrett,  22  Me. 
257;  30  Am.  Dec.  575;  Montgomery  v. 
Millikcii,  5  Smedes  &  M.  151;  43  Am. 
Dec.  507;  Armorer  v.  Case,  9  La.  Ann. 


288;  61  Am.  Dec.  209;  Baker  v.  Riley, 
16  Ind.  479;  Tappan  v.  Deblois,  45 
Me.  122;  Hall  v.  ChaflFee,  14  N.  H. 
215;  Wynne  r.  Wynne,  23  Miss.  251; 
57  Am.  Dec.  139.  See  statutes  of  Cali- 
fornia, Dakota,  Georgia,  Louisiana, 
Missouri,  Montana,  Oregon,  Wash- 
ington, Utah:  Stimson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sees.  2800-2803. 


^^ 
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ail  operation  consisiont  with  the  testator's  general  inttiit.' 
And  this  intention  shouki  prevail,  though  it  require  some 
departure  from  tlio  literal  construction  of  one  of  the 
clauses  of  tlio  will.*  This  intention  is,  however,  liinikd 
by  the  following  rules:  1.  The  disposition  intendod  to  bo 
made  must  not  conflict  with  the  rules  of  law;  2.  The  in- 
tontion  must  be  collected  from  the  will  itself,  but  this  niav 
ho  aided  by  evidence  of  the  relative  situation  of  the  jiar- 
lies  and  the  circumstances  of  the  testator;  3.  The  intcii- 
tion  is  not  to  prevail  against  fixed  rules  of  constructii^n; 
1.  The  general  intention  must  prevail  over  a  partitulai 
intention;  5.  Of  two  clauses  which  are  repugnant,  Hi" 
latter  must  prevail  unless  they  can  be  reconciled.'  I'm 
courts  cannot  give  elfect  to  a  will  contrary  to  its  jilain 
terms  upon  a  mere  conjecture  as  to  the  intention.*  Ami 
it  is  held  that  the  testator's  intention  is  not  generally 
taken  into  account  in  determining  the  existence  of  a  spt- 
cific  legacy  at  the  time  of  his  death.' 

§  3225.  Use  of  Introductory  Words  to  Ascertain  Inten- 
tion.—  Introductory  words  in  a  will  may  be  considered, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  testator's  intention.  So  a  fie 
may  pass  when  aided  by  such  clause."      But  the  intro- 


*  Covenhoven  v.  Shuler,  2  Paige, 
122;  21  Am.  Deo.  73;  Myers  v.  Myers, 
2  McCord,  214;  IG  Am.  Dec.  648; 
Ttirbett  v.  Turbett,  3  Yeates,  187;  2 
Am.  Dec.  369;  Kean  v.  Uoffecker,  2 
Harr.  (Del.)  103;  29  Am.  Dec.  330; 
Stoner's  Appeal,  2  Pa.  St.  428;  45  Am. 
Dec.  608;  Baskin's  Appeal,  3  Pa.  St. 
3U4;  45  Am.  Dec.  041. 

"  Morton  v.  Barrett,  22  Me.  257;  39 
Am.  Dec.  575. 

*  Kennon  v.  McRoberts,  1  Wash. 
90;  1  Am.  Dec.  428;  Heisse  v.  Mark- 
land,  2  Rawle,  274;  21  Am.  Dec.  445; 
Covenhoven  v.  Shuler,  2  Paige,  l;22;  21 
Am.  Dec.  73;  Chase  v.  Loukerman,  11 
Gill  &  J.  185;  35  Am.  Dec,  277: 
Schultz  V.  Schultz,  10  Gratt.  S.'jS;  60 
Am.  Deo.  3.15;  Noe  v.  Kern,  93  Mo. 
'Ml;  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  544;  Eatheily  v. 
Kitiierly,   1  Cold.  4GI;  78  Am.  Doc, 


499:  German  v.  German,  27  Pa,  St 
116;  67  Am.  Dec,  451;  Pennoyer  r. 
Slieldon,  4  Blatchf,  316;  Walker  v. 
Walker,  17  Ala.  396;  Pace  v.  Bdnnur, 
27  Ala.  307;  Robert  v.  West,  15  G;i. 
122;  Hunt  v.  Johnson,  11  B.  Mou.  342; 
Brattle  Square  Church  v.  (jlrant,  3 
Gray,  142;  63  Am,  Dec,  7'-.);  Fiaser 
V.  Boone,  1  Hill  Ch.  300;  27  Am,  Dec. 
422.  When  and  in  what  ciisos  the 
law  overrules  the  intention:  Sre  Hus- 
ton V.  Ruston,  2  Dall,  243;  2  Yeiites, 
CO;  1  Am.  Dec.  283. 

♦  Wright  V.  Hicks,  12  Ga.  l.w;  .'6 
Am,  Dec.  451,  See  Theall  r.  Theall, 
7  La.  226;  20  Am.  Dec.  501. 

^  Blackstone  v.  Blaekatoue,  3  Watts, 
33.");  27  Am.  Dec.  .^59. 

"  Sch river  v.  Merger,  19  Pa.  St.  87; 
67  Am,  Dec.  634. 
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dnctory  chuiso  cnnnot  cnhir^o  n.  doviscc's  ostato  when, 
from  other  parts  of  the  will,  there  is  a  cdoar  intention  to 
give  liira  an  estute-tail.* 

§  3226.  Technical  Words— How  Far  Governed  by  Tea- 
tator's  Intention.  —  Althouf^h  the  testator's  intention  will 
not  be  defeated,  because  ho  has  failed  to  clothe  his  ideas 
in  technical  words,'  yet  if  ho  use  technical  terms,  they 
gjionld  be  established  by  reference  to  the  science  or  art  to 
which  they  are  peculiar;'  and  if  teclmical  words,  or  words 
of  settled  legal  construction,  nre  used  in  a  will,  they  must, 
as  a  general  rule,  bo  intended  by  the  court  to  have  been 
nnderstood  by  the  testator  in  their  ;^roj)er  meaning.  This 
rule,  however,  must  yield  to  the  testator's  inlontion  mnn- 
i!"  -i  from  the  whole  will,  nor  will  the  ruly  apply  if  it  be- 
comes necessary  that  the  technical  word  used  be  given  a 
diiferent  construction  in  order  to  give  sense  to  the  will,* 
since,  if  the  context  of  a  will  shows  the  testator  tO  have 
used  such  word  or  words  in  a  certain  sense,  the  court  will 
so  construe  them  in  preference  to  the  meaning  given  by 
lexicographers,  or  even  that  given  in  adjudged  cases.' 


'  Hui'kart  v.  Bucher,  2  Biun.  4oo;  4 
Am.  Dec.  457. 

■'  lull  County  V.  Alexaniler,  22  Tex. 
.^50;  73  Am.  Dec.  268. 

''  Ward  V.  Stow,  2  Dev.  Eq.  509;  27 
Am.  Dec.  238. 

♦  Keiiu  V.  HoflFecker,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
10:{;  '29  Am.  Doc.  336;  Scott  v.  Nelson, 
3  Port.  452;  20  Am.  Dec.  266.  See  stat- 
utes of  California,  Montana,  Utah: 
Stimsoa's  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
2802. 

''  Ciirnagy  v.  Woodcock,  2  Munf. 
2-"4;  5  Am.  Dec.  470.  As  a  general 
riilti,  technical  words  used  by  the  tes- 
tator will  be  given  a  technical  meaning, 
in  the  aljsence  of  an  intent  to  the  con- 
trary apparent  in  the  will:  Evans  v. 
(io  lliolil,  6  Rich.  Eq.  26.  "  Aoooudino 
Til  LAW  "  refers  to  the  manner  of  tak- 
ing, rather  than  the  mode  of  ascertain- 


the  testator  collected  from  the  whole 
will:  East  r.  Garrett,  84  Va.  523,  547; 
Sayward  v.  Sayward,  7  Greenl.  210; 
22  Am.  Dec.  101.  "And"  wdl  also 
be  construed  to  mean  "or"  where  a 
testatri.x  devises  property  to  her  niece, 
with  a  limitation  over  in  case  she 
should  "die  unmarried  and  without 
issue,"  the  intention  of  the  testatrix 
being  apparent  from  the  face  of  the  will: 
Janney  v.  Spris^'t;,  7  Gill,  H)7;  48  Am. 
Dec.  rwl.  See'also  Ely  v.  Ely,  20  N.  J. 
Eq.  44;  Courier  r.  Slagg,  27  N.  J.  Eq. 
305;  Doe  v.  Kawding,  2  Ham.  &  Aid. 
452;  la  re  Merrick,  L.  11.  1  Eq.  Cas. 
551;  In  re  Kirkbiid^ie  Trusts,  L.  R. 
2  Ecj.  Cas.  400;  Reid  v.  Braithwaite,  L. 
li.  1 1  Eq.  Cas.  515.  See  note  to  Janney 
r.  Sjirigi,',  4S  Am.  Dee.  5G5.  "At 
lii.s  HKCKASE."  Where  there  is  a  devise 
subject  to  a  life  interest,  to  take  effect 


in.'  the  person  whoshall  take:  Mclntyre  at  the  deceasoof  the  life  encumbrancer, 

r.  Riinsey,  23  Pa.  St.  317.     "And"  the  words  "at  his  decease"  refer  to 

may  he  construed  "or,"  when  rendered  the  time  of  payment  or  possession,  and 

necessary  by  the  apparent  intention  of  Buch   words   "do    not    postpone    the 
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§3227.    Whole  Will  is  to  be  Construed  Together.-- 


moment  when  the  gift  should  operate: 
Loml.ar.1  v.  Willis,  147  Mass.  13.  14. 
•'Bank  stock."  A  bequest  of  "Ih.nk 
stock  "  IS  to  bu  construed  as  describing 
the  testator's  deposits  in  various  sav- 
ings banks,  where  he  has  no  shares  of 
stock  of  any  bank,  nor  any  otlier  prop- 
erty in  banking  associations:  Tonilin- 
sou  V.  Bury,  145  Mass.  34l>;  I  Am.  bit. 
Rep.  4G4.  These  words  will  also  pass 
other  stock  than  actual  bank  stock: 
Clark  V.  Atkin,  UO  N.  C.  G29;  47  Am. 
Rei>.  538.  "Chilukkn."  Tlie  term 
"children,"  in  a  will,  does  not,  as  a 
rule,  include  grandchildiun  or  issue 
generally,  but  it  may  be  extended  to 
include  them,  where  it  is  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  testator's  intention 
and  give  etfect  to  the  will,  or  where  it 
ia  evident  that  the  testator  intended 
the  word  should  be  so  construed;  and 
it  may  in  either  case  exteml  to  great- 
grandchildren: Castner's  Appeal,  88 
Pa.  St.  478;  Mowatt  v.  Carow,  7  Paige, 
328;  32  Am.  Dec.  641;  Scott  v.  Nelson, 
3  Port.  3-28,  452;  29  Am.  Dec.  2C6; 
Ewing  V.  Handley,  4  Litt.  340;  14  Am. 
Dec.  140;  Brokaw  v.  Peterson,  15  N.J. 
Eq.  194;  Churchill  v.  Churchill,  2  Met. 
(Ky.)  466.  See  cases  cited  in  Lawson's 
Concordance,  "Child"  and  "Chil- 
dren " ;  Armistead  v.  Dangerfield,  3 
Munf.  20;  6  Am.  Dec.  501;  Phillip's 
Devisees  v.  Beall,  9  Dana,  1;  33  Am. 
Dec.  518.  But  grandchildren  cannot 
take  under  a  bequest  to  "children," 
where  there  are  children  of  the  testator 
living,  and  tiuv  e  is  nothing  to  manifest 
an  intent  that  the  grandchildren 
should  take:  Dickinson  v.  Lee,  4 
Watts,  82;  28  Am.  Dec.  C84;  Presley 
V.  Davis,  7  Ricii.  Eq.  105;  62  Am. 
Deo.  396.  And  it  is  held  tliat  a  direc- 
tion in  a  will  to  distribute  among  the 
testator's  children  and  grandchildren 
does  not  inchnle  great-gramlchddren: 
Cuinmings  v.  Plumnier,  94  Ind.  403; 
48  Am.  Rep.  167.  Tiie  word  "chil- 
dren "  imports  legitimate  children,  in  a 
devise,  and  can  be  explained  or  en- 
larged so  as  to  include  illu;4itimate 
children  only  by  clear  expression  or 
necessary  implication  on  the  faoe  of 
the  will:  Shearman  v.  Angel,  1  Bail. 
Eq.  351;  23  Am.  Deo.  166.  But  if  the 
intention  is  manifest  that  the  testator, 
by  the  word  "children,"  intended  to 


include  natural  children,  they  miy 
take:  Heater  v.  Van  Anken,  14  \.  J. 
Eq.  159.  So  if  such  illegitimate  cliild 
is  fully  legitimized  by  statute,  it  iuhv 
take  under  a  bequest  to  "children"": 
Shelton  v.  Wright,  25  Ga.  G;)!). 
"Children"  is  a  technical  word,  lunl 
shoulil  be  construed  in  all  cases  as  a 
woril  of  purchase,  unless  the  intentimi 
gathered  from  the  will  necessit.iti^s 
tiiat  it  be  C()n8true<l  as  a  word  of  lim- 
itation: Kay  V.  Connor,  8  Hiuniili 
624;  49  Am.  Dec.  690;  Carr  r.  Estill 
16  B.  Mon.  309;  63  Am.  Dec.  o4t>; 
Coursey  v.  Davis,  46  Pa.  St.  25;  84 
Am.  Dec.  519.  And  a  devise  to  the 
"children"  of  the  testator's  son  com- 
prehends only  the  children  living  at 
the  tt  itator's  death:  Shotts  r.  I'cje, 
47  Md.  513;  28  Am.  Rep.  485.  So 
"children"  means  all  the  children,  as 
much  as  if  tlieyhad  been  named:  h>m- 
bard  v.  Willis,  147  Mass.  13,  14.  Au.l 
a  bequest  to  "all  tlie  children  "  nf  n 
person  named,  equally,  "when  they 
shall  severally  attain  "  a  certain  ;ii;i,', 
inures  to  all  children  born  beloru  tlio 
first  child  attains  that  age:  Huliliar.l 
V.  Lloyd,  6  Cush.  522;  53  Am.  I),c. 
55.  But  "children  "  does  not  incliule 
adopted  children;  Schafer  v.  Kneu,  54 
Pa.  St.  304.  And  see  statutes  nf 
Mas.sachusetts  and  Miiuiesoca:  Stim- 
son's  American  Statute  Law,  sec.  (i048. 
"Dyino  without  chilijkkn."  These 
words  are  to  be  construed  as  relLiiiiig 
to  chihlren  living  at  the  time  of  tliL 
devisee's  death:  Holmes  v.  Williiinis, 
1  Root,  335;  1  Am.  Doc.  49.  "Dkhts.  ' 
A  bank  deposit  is  not  "debts,"  amlciu- 
not,  in  the  absence  of  a  demand  aii'l 
relusa!  l)y  the  bank,  be  collecttMl  mid 
invested  for  a  legatee's  beut.'lit  iiiidur  it 
will  providing  for  such  ciillectiini  and 
investment  of  debts:  Adams  n  Joik'S, 
6  Jones  Eq.  221.  See  furtiier.  us  to 
"debts,"  in  a  will,  Martin  v.  (iair,  !• 
N.  Y.  398.  "Devi.se,"  "hkijikst." 
and  "i.E(3Acy "  are  words  ap[iliia!ilii 
alike  to  real  or  personal  property,  a,^ 
sliall  best  etl'ectuate  the  tostiitor's  in. 
tenti(m  as  gatliered  from  tin'  will; 
Laddi).  Harvey,  21  N.  H.  514;  .SelioiiLr 
on  Executors  and  Admiiiistiators,  sec. 
4;  I  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randi)l[ili  and 
Talcott's notes,  145,  note,  " rxiinest"; 
See  White  v.  Lake,  L.  R.  6  Eq.  Cis. 
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"  No  rule  is  better  settled  than  that  the  whole  will  is  to 


A-ords   iipiiHcili 


138.  "  Devise  ":  See  Mut'orkle  v.  Slier- 
ill,  G  Iiul.  173;  lJick(iriii:iii  v.  Alira- 
haiiks,  21  Bail).  5.")!.  "Li^gacy":  See 
Hohiicd  V.  Mitchell,  2  Murpli.  '2'IS;  5 
Am.  Dec.  r)'27;  Williams  r.  McComh, 
3 Ired.  Eq.  450.  "Dksokndants."  The 
word  "  descendants,  "  iiseil  in  a  will, 
ought  not,  as  a  rule,  to  extend  beyond 
lineal  heirs,  but  this  rule  of  construc- 
tion must  yield  to  the  testator's  intent 
clearly  expres.sed:  Baker  v.  Baker,  8 
Gray.  101;  Barstow  v.  Goodwin,  2 
Bradf.  413.  See  further,  as  to  "de- 
scendants," in  a  will,  Ralph  v.  Car- 
rick,  L.  R.  11  Ch.  Div.  873;  L.  R.  5  Ch. 
Div.  989;  Crosby  v.  Clark,  1  Amb.  396; 
Armstrong  v.  Moran,  1  Bradf.  314. 
When  "  descendants  "  is  a  word  of  pur- 
chase, see  Stimson'a  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  2824;  Hamlin  v.  Osgood,  1 
Redf.  409.  -'Distkibuted."  The  word 
"distributed"  is  synonymous  with  "di- 
vided," aa  applied  to  personal  prop- 
erty, when  used  in  a  clause  in  a  will 
of  realty  and  personalty,  which  reads: 
"To  be  distributed  when  required,  at 
mature  age  or  majority,  in  equal 
parts":  Chighizola  v.  Le  Baron's  Ex'r, 
21  Ala.  400.  "Dower."  Under  a 
devise  by  a  testator  to  his  wife  of 
"  her  full  and  reasonable  dower  in  all 
his  estate,'  the  term  "dower"  was 
construed  to  mean  the  widow's  right 
in  tiie  real  estate,  and  it  was  limited 
to  that  alone:  Brackett  v.  Leighton, 
7  Greenl.  383.  See  further,  as  to 
"dower,"  in  a  will,  Adamson  v.  Ayres, 
6  N.  J.  Eq.  349.  "Estate."  This 
word  includes  every  kind  of  property. 
In  a  will  it  passes  the  fee  without 
words  of  iniieritance;  and  unless  tied 
down  by  particular  expressions,  it  car- 
riei  everything;  but  it  may,  however, 
be  descriptive  of  the  subject  of  the 
property,  rather  than  t'lie  quantum  of 
interest:  Hammond  »j.  Merrill,  8  Gill 
4  J,  436;  Turbett  v.  Turbett,  3  Yeates, 
187;  2  Am.  Dec.  309;  (iodfrey  v. 
Humphrey,  18  Pick.  537;  29  Am.  Dec. 
621;  Jackson  ('.Merrill,  6  Johns.  185;  5 
Am.  Dej.  213;  Jackson  v.  Delancey, 
13  Johns.  536;  7  Am.  Dec.  403;  Hart 
V.  White,  26  Vt.  260;  Thornton  r. 
Mulquinne,  12  Iowa,  549;  79  Am. 
Dec.  548;  Bell  v.  Scammon,  15  N.  H. 
3SI;  41  Am.  Dec.706.  See  "  Es'  -.e," 
Lawaou's   Concordance.     And    a    de- 


vise of  the  remainder  of  the  testator's 
"  estate  "  operates  as  a  devise  ot  the 
realty:  Palmer  r.  Dougherty,  33  Me. 
502;  54  Am.  Dec.  636.  But  a  bequest  of 
tile  "  remainder  of  my  personal  estate 
not  hereinbefore  nor  hereinafter  speci- 
tied,  etc.,  excepting  what  is  herein 
reserved  and  bequeathed,"  carries  the 
principal  of  a  sum  whicli  in  a  previous 
part  of  the  will  is  directed  to  he  put 
at  interest  for  the  henetit  of  the 
testator's  widow  for  life,  wlieii-  such 
principal  is  not  otherwise  disposed  of 
directly  or  by  implication,  and  the 
whole  tenor  of  the  will  indicates  that 
the  testator's  intention  was  to  be- 
queatii  his  entire  estate:  Nyce'a  Es- 
tate, 5  Watts  &  S.  254;  40  Am.  Dec. 
498.  The  word  "estate"  is  not,  how- 
ever, a  word  of  art,  bu  t  of  interpretati  on, 
and  its  meaning  is  affected  by  other 
clauses  and  dispositions  in  a  will:  Zitn- 
merman  v.  Anders,  6  Watts  &  S.  218; 
40  Am.  Dec.  552.  So  a  charge  by  the 
testator  in  hij  will  of  debts  on  his 
"estate"  will  operate  to  charge  the 
lands  with  such  debts;  Archer  v. 
Deneale,  1  Pet.  585.  But  the  wonla 
"his  estate"  will  not  be  held  to  have 
been  intended  to  include  property  not 
equitably  that  of  the  testator:  Crost- 
waight  V.  Hutchinson,  2  Bibb,  407;  5 
Am.  Dec.  619,  So  a  legacy  "to  be 
raised  out  of  my  estate  "  is  chargeable 
upon  lands  devised  by  the  will,  es- 
pecially wliore  the  personalty,  which  is 
inconsiderable,  is  given  to  the  wife: 
Bray  v.  Lamb,  2  Dev.  Eq.  372;  25  Am. 
Dec.  718.  And  a  residuary  devise  of 
"all  his  estate,  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal," will  pass  a  mortgage  hihl  by 
the  testatiir  at  the  time  of  making  his 
will:  Ballard  v.  Carter,  5  Pick.  112; 
16  Am.  Doc.  377.  The  word  "estate" 
has  a  broader  signitication  than  the 
word  "property"';  tlie  former  in- 
cludes choses  in  action,  while  the 
latter  doe.s  not:  Pippin  v,  Ellison,  12 
Ired.  61:55  Am.  Dec.  403.  "Family." 
The  word  "family"  is  one  of  a  class 
of  worils  specially  noted  in  the  statutes 
of  some  of  the  states  which  may  oper- 
ate as  Words  of  tlonation,  and  not  of 
limitation:  Stiuison's  American  Stat- 
ute Law,  sec.  2824.  See  also,  as  to 
the  construction  of  tiie  word  "family," 
Hall  V.  Stephens,  65  Mo.  671;  27  Am. 
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be  taken   together,  and  is  to  bo  so  construed  as  to  give 


Rep.  S02;  HoUingsworlh  v.  Hollings- 
W(.rtli,  G5  Ala.  :VJ1;  Smith  v.  Wild- 
man,  37  Conn.  384;  Bates  r.  Denson, 
128  Mass.  S'.ii;  Bowiiitch  v,  Andrew,  8 
Allen,  IVM);  Lawson's  Concordance, 
word  "Fiimily."  "Goous  OR  MOV- 
>i!i.K.s. "  Tlie  words  "goods  or  inov- 
aldes"  may  include  bonds,  unless  there 
is  somutiiing  in  tiie  context  of  the 
whole  will  to  restrain  the  construc- 
tion: Jackson  v.  Kohinson,  1  Yeates, 
101;  1  Am.  Dec.  293.  "(Juanuchil- 
DuE^J."  The  word  grandchildren,  in 
a  re.-iiduary  clause  ot  "all  my  estate, 
real  and  personal,  to  he  equally  divided 
between  my  grandchildren,"  may  in- 
clude a  posthumous  graudchilil  en 
Vftitre  Ha  mere  at  the  time  of  the 
^e.stator'a  death:  Smart  r.  King,  Meigs, 
149;  33  Am.  Dec.  137.  But  it  is  held, 
however,  that,  under  a  devise  of  several 
parc'.ds  of  land  to  "  my  dear  grand- 
children, to  them  and  their  heirs  for- 
ever, to  be  equally  divided  between 
them,  only  those  grandchildren  can 
take  who  are  in  being  at  the  testator's 
death:  Loockerman  v.  McBlair,  6  Gill, 
177;  40  Am.  Dec.  664.  As  to  "grand- 
children," see  also  "Children,"  ante; 
Hamilton  v.  Lewis,  13  Mo.  185;  Lr.w- 
Bon'a  Concordance,  word  "Grandchil- 
dren." Though  a  bequest  to  such 
grandchildren  as  are  living  at  the 
testator's  death  will  include  one  born 
within  nine  mouths  after  the  testator's 
decease:  Hall  v.  Hancock,  15  Pick. 
S.');");    26  Am.    Dec.   598.      "Heirs," 

"LAWFDL   HEIR.S,"  "nearest  HEIKS," 

"heirs  of  body,"  "lineal  heirs," 
"heirs  in  fee-simple,"  and  "dying 
WITUOUT HEIRS."  The  word  "heirs"  is, 
in  construing  a  will,  to  be  given  that 
meaning  which  its  legal  acceptation  im- 
plies, if  possible,  but  this  rule  nmst,  in 
all  cases,  yieM  to  the  intention  of  the 
testator  as  expressed  by  the  will:  Love 
V.  Buchanan,  40  Miss.  758;  Williamson 
V.  Williamson,  18  B.  Mon.  32'.);  Den  v. 
Zabriskie,  15  N.  J.  L.  404;  Bailey  v. 
Patterson,  3  Rich.  Eq.  lo'J.  So  "heirs" 
may  mean  lej^al  representatives,  and 
Bo  make  a  legacy  vested  wliere  it 
Would  otherwise  be  coutin£;ent:  Kecd 
V.  LJuoUley,  5  Watts  &  S.  517;  40  Am. 
Dec.  531.  So,  also,  it  may  indicate 
those  who  wouM  be  entitled  only 
under    the    statute    of    ilistrihutious: 


McCabe  v.  Spruil,  1  Dev.  Eq.  ISO; 
Freeman  v.  Knight,  2  Ired.  lOq.  7J; 
Corbitt  V.  Corbitt,  1  Jones  Eq.  114; 
Brothers  v.  Cartwright,  2  Jones  Em. 
113;  64  Am.  Dec.  56.3.  V,o  "Ihmin," 
"heirs  of  the  body,"  and  "lawful 
heirs"  may  be  construed  to  mean 
chililren,  when  necessary  to  effectuata 
the  testator's  intent:  Craig  r.  Am- 
brose, 80  (Ja.  134;  Shepherd  r.  Nalmrs, 
6  Ala.  631;  Moon  v.  Henderson,  4 
Dcsaus.  Eq.  459;  Harris  v.  Philpot,  5 
lied.  Eq.  324;  Ramsay  i».  Joyce,  1  Mc- 
Mull.  Eij.  2.36;  37  Am.  Dec.  551;  King 
V.  Bock,  15  Ohio,  559;  Eby  v.  Ehy,  5  Pa. 
St.  461;  Knight  v.  Knight,  3  Jones  Eij. 
167.  So  the  words  "if  I  die  withmit 
heir"  may  be  construed  as  if  it  had 
read  "if  I  die  without  chihl":  Harper 
V.  Wilson,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  405;  Moon 
V.  Henderson,  4  Desaus.  459.  Auil 
the  words  "  dying  without  heirs  "  iiuy 
be  helvl  to  mean  dying  without  issue, 
as  ill  case  of  a  limitation  over,  the 
issue  heini;  those  living  at  the  death  of 
the  first  taker:  Budd  v.  State,  22  Mi 
48.  It  is  held  that  the  word  "  heirs" 
is  a  word  of  purchase  wherever  a  de- 
vise of  an  estate  to  "heirs"  is  not  pre- 
ceded by  any  prior  estate  of  freehold 
devised  to  their  ancestors,  which  may 
be  expanded  into  an  estate  of  inlieri. 
tance  by  the  estate  left  tlie  "heirs": 
Ward  V.  Stow,  2  Dev.  Eq.  509;  27 
Am.  Dec.  238.  See  jiont,  Rule  in 
Shelley's  Case.  It  is  also  held  that 
the  word  "heirs"  is  not  a  word  of 
purchase,  and  that  it  carries  the  land, 
not  only  to  the  immediate  heir,  but  to 
all  those  who  descend  from  that  dev- 
isee: Roach  V.  Martin,  1  Harr,  (Del.) 
548;  27  Am.  Dec.  746.  "Heirs," 
when  word  of  purchase:  See  Stiiiison's 
American  Statute  Law,  sec.  2S'.'4. 
"Heirs,"  —  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case 
not  abolished:  Powell  v,  Brandon,  24 
Miss.  343.  When  the  words  "heiri 
in  fee-simple  forever "  are  words  of 
limitation,  and  not  of  purchase;  .Stew- 
art V.  Kenower,  7  Watts  &  S.  -SS. 
Though  when  terms  of  limitation  in 
a  will  can  be  fairly  interpreted  to 
mean  "heirs'"  or  "heirs  of  the  liody,' 
an  estate  of  inheritance  will  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  intended  by  the 
testator:  Dodson  r.  Ball,  60  Pa.  St.  41t2; 
100  Am.  Dec.  586.     But  a  bequest  of 
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effect,  if  possible,  to  the  whole";  but  this  rule  may  be 


personalty  to  a  woman,  and  the  "heirs 
of  her  body  lawfully  begotten,"  vests 
tliu  entire  interest  in  the  tirst  taker: 
L)uucan  v.  Martin,  7  Yerg.  519;  27 
Am.  Dec.  525.  The  husband  is  not 
the  "heir"  of  tlie  wife,  within  the 
ordinary  me.Miing  of  a  will:  Ivin'a 
AppLMl.  101)  Pa.  tit.  176;  51  Am.  Kep. 
5lii;  Wilkins  v.  Ordway,  51)  N.  H. 
378;  47  Am.  Rep.  '215.  Nor  is  the 
widow  the  "heir"  of  her  hnsbaml: 
Dodge's  Appeal,  106  Pa.  St.  216;  51 
Am.  Kep.  515).  iSee  Tillman  v.  Davis, 
y5  N.  Y.  17;  47  Am.  liep.  1.  Nor  do 
the  words  "lawful  heirs"  (In  re  Ses- 
sion's Estate,  Mich.,  1888),  nor  the 
words  "nearest  and  lawful  heirs" 
(Ruinders  v.  Koppleman,  94  Mo.  339), 
nor  the  words  "heirs  at  law,"  any 
of  them,  include  an  adopted  child: 
Wyeth  V.  Stone,  144  Mass.  441.  So  a 
devise  to  M.'s  "heirs"  conveys  no 
pioperty,  unless  M.  dies  before  the 
testator;  for  the  rule,  Nemo  eat  htxres 
virnUk,  ajjplies:  Clark  v,  Mosely,  1 
Rich.  Eq.  396;  44  Am.  Dec.  229.  But 
it  is  held,  however,  that  although  the 
above  maxim  is  the  rule,  yet  it  is  also 
decided  that  if  the  ancestor  is  spoken 
of  in  the  will  as  living,  or  is  recognized 
as  living  by  a  legacy  being  given  to 
him,  or  otherwise,  the  devise  is  good, 
and  the  children  or  other  heirs  appar- 
ent of  the  ancestor  may  take  by  pur- 
chase, if  such  appears  to  have  been 
the  testator's  intent:  Heard  v.  Horton, 
1  Denio,  165;  43  Am.  Dec.  659.  See 
also  Morton  ».  Barrett,  22  Me.  257; 
39  Am.  Dec.575.  Asto" heirs,"  "heirs 
of  body,"  "lineal  heirs,"  and  "lawful 
heirs,'  see  Georgia  Code,  sec.  2249; 
Craig  ».  Aml)rose,  80  (Ja.  134;  Loring 
V.  'iliorndike,  5  Allen,  257.  As  to 
"heirs,"  "dying  without  heirs,"  see 
Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  sees. 
U14,  1415.  As  to  "  heirs,"  "  heirs  at 
law,"  "heirs  male,"  "heirs  male  of 
his  body,"  "  legal  heirs,"  and  "  heirs  of 
her  body,"  see  Lawson's  CMiicordance, 
word  "Heirs."  " HoMKsiKAD."  It 
is  lield  in  Wisconsin  that  tlie  term 
"homestead"  manifestly  means,  when 
used  in  a  will,  the  house  and  all 
the  grounds  in  wlixh  the  testator 
lived:  Ford  t>.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19; 
5  Am.  St.  Rep.  117.  "  Homestead," 
in  a  will:    See   Fearing  v.    Swift,  97 


Mass.  415;  Backus  p.  Chapman,  111 
Mass.  3S6;  Hopkins  v.  Grimes,  W 
Iowa,  73.  "HousKHOLD  ao(»Ds." 
By  a  bequest  of  "  all  my  household 
goods  and  furniture,  except  my  plata 
and  watch,"  everything  about  the 
houses  that  had  been  usually  held  and 
enjoyed  therewith,  au''  that  would 
tend  to  the  comfort  of  the  liouse- 
holder,  will  pass:  C'arnagy  v.  Wood- 
cock, 2  Munf.  234;  5  Am.  Dec.  470. 
See  Lutz  v.  Lutz,  2  Blaekf.  72. 
See  also,  as  to  "housohold,"  Stubbs 
V.  Stubhg,  1  Hurl.  &  C.  258;  Dayton 
r.  Tillon,  1  Robt.  21.  "In  case." 
The  words  "incase,'"  when  used  in 
a  will,  create  a  condition  as  clearly  as 
where  tiie  words  "if."  "upon,"  and 
the  like,  are  used:  Robert's  Appeal,  59 
Pa.  St.  70;  98  Am.  Dec.  312.  "  Issue." 
It  is  said  that  the  word  "issue,"  in  a 
will,  is  primarily  a  word  of  limitation: 
Kay  V.  Scates,  37  Pa.  St.  31;  78  Am. 
Dec,  399.  See  Sims  v.  Conger,  39 
Miss.  231;  77  Am.  Dec.  671.  As  to 
when  "issue"  is  a  word  of  purciiase, 
see  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2824.  The  term  "issue,"  in  a 
cl.ause,  "such  issue  shall  represent 
and  take  the  parent's  share,'  refers 
to  children  aloue,  and  means  descend- 
ants taking  by  way  of  representation, 
and  does  not  include  grandchildren 
and  great-grandchildren  descendants 
of  part  of  the  "children":  Dexter  w. 
Inches,  147  Mass.  324.  So  the  word 
"issue"  does  not  include  an  adoptL?d 
child:  Jenkins  v.  Jenkins,  64  N.  H. 
40/.  As  to  "issue,"  in  a  will, 
see  Lawson's  Concordatice,  word 
"Issue."  "Dyino  without  issue," 
"i>iK  WITHOUT  i.ssue."  The  words 
"dying  without  issue"  has  been 
made  a  matter  of  special  enactment- 
in  some  of  tl,  .  states;  and  unless  a 
different  intent  otherwise  ai)pear3, 
they  are  to  bo  construed,  wii«tlier 
Used  with  regard  to  real  or  personal 
estate,  as  reterring  to  a  dying  witliont 
children  living  at  the  time  of  tiia 
devisee's  death:  Holmes  r.  Williams, 
1  Root,  .335;  1  Am.  Dec.  49;  Stim- 
son's American  Statute  Law,  sec. 
141.).  Anil  it  is  determineil  that  the 
addition  of  tlie  words  "  burn,  or  to  '>o 
born,"  to  the  description  of  tliosj  who 
are  to  take,  will  not  be  sulliciunt  to 
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further  added  to,  in  that  the  intention  of  the  testator  is  to 


form  an  exception  to  the  rule:  Heisse 
V.  Markland,  2  ilawle,  274;  21  Am. 
Dec.  445.  The  words  "  die  without 
issue  of  his  body  lawfully  begotten" 
must  be  construed  to  mean  a  definite 
failure  of  issue,  and  will  support  a 
li  nutation  over,  if  other  words  in  the 
will  do  not  prevent  this  result: 
Combs  V,  Combs,  67  Md.  11;  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  359;  De  Haas  v.  Bunn,  2  Pa. 
St.  335;  44  Am.  Dec.  201.  But 
it  is  held  that  a  devise  over,  if  the 
first  taker  "should  die  without  issue 
at  his  decease,"  is  good  as  an  ex- 
ecutory devise,  as  it  does  not  import 
an  indefinite  failure  of  issue:  Heard  v. 
Horton,  1  Denio,  165;  43  Am.  Dec. 
659.  See  note  in  55  Am.  Rep.  774. 
"Leaving  no  issue,"  "without 
LAWFUL  ISSUE."  lu  the  absence  of  an 
intent  to  the  contrary  apparent  in  the 
will,  the  words  "leaving  no  issue" 
should  be  interpreted  as  referring  to 
issue  living  at  the  death:  Robert  v. 
West,  16  Ga.  122.  And  the  words 
"without  lawful  issue"  will  be  so 
construed,  especially  in  case  of  a  limi- 
tation over,  if  the  legatee  die  without 
such  issue,  and  the  limitation  will  then, 
under  such  construction,  take  effect  on 
the  death  of  the  party:  Spruill  v. 
Moore,  5  Ired.  Eq.  284;  49  Am.  Dec. 
428.  As  to  "issue  male,"  "issue  of 
her  body,"  "issue  of  my  body,"  "law- 
ful issue,"  etc.,  see  Lawson's  Concord- 
ance, word  "Issue."  "Lands."  Under 
the  common-law  doctrine,  the  word 
"  lands,"  as  used  in  a  will,  was  not  co- 
extensive with  that  of  tenements  and 
hereditaments;  it  included  the  surface, 
and  everything  below  or  above  it,  as  a 
rule  yet  it  did  not,  by  force  of  the  word 
itself,  include  incorporeal  heredit- 
aments: 2  Jar  man  on  Wills,  Randolph 
and  Talcott's  notes,  381  et  seq.  This 
doctrine,  however,  in  its  limited  appli- 
cation, became  changed  in  England  by 
statutory  enactment  in  1833,  whereby 
the  word  "  lands  "  was  extended  so  as 
to  include  manors,  advowsons,  recto- 
ries, messuage,  lands,  tenements,  tithes, 
rents,  and  hereditaments,  etc.:  3  & 
4  Win.  IV.,  c.  74,  105,  106;  Moore, 
359,  pi.  49.  In  the  American  etates 
there  are  comparatively  few  cases 
where  the  exact  definition  of  "  lands," 
used  in  a  will,  has  arisen,  so  far  as  the 


determination  of  the  particular  ques- 
tion under  consideration  is  conciintd. 
However,  it  is  a  well-known  doctrine, 
as  we  sliall  hereafter  show,  that  tlie 
testator's  intention  furnishes, especially 
in  case  of  doubt,  the  decisive  rule  of 
construction  of  a  will,  and  necessarily 
of  the  words  and  terms,  technical  or 
otherwise,  used  in  a  will;  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  interpretation  of  the 
word  "lands,"  we  would  add  that  the 
character  and  kind  of  estate  left  hy 
the  testator  is  an  important  factor  in 
determining  what  the  testator  meant 
by  using  the  word  "lands."  There- 
fore it  has  been  decided  that  the  word 
"  lands  "  will  be  construed  as  synony. 
mous  with  "real  estate,"  and  "  unless 
restrained  by  something  else,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  carry  a  future  or  contingent, 
as  well  as  a  present,  freehold  estate  in 
lands":  Pond  v.  Bergh,  10  Paige,  140; 
156.  It  weis  also  decided  in  this  ci>se 
that  the  testator's  intention  should 
govern  in  construing  the  meaning  of 
word  "lands."  So  a  devise  of  "all 
my  lands  "  in  a  particular  county,  al- 
tli  nigh  there  is  no  other  denomination 
of  the  subject-matter,  passes  the  tes- 
tator's right  to  rents  uniler  perpetual 
leases  on  lar' ,  in  such  county:  Hunter 
V.  Hunter,  17  Barb.  25,  28,  80.  But 
it  is  also  held  in  New  York,  in  an  early 
case,  that  the  word  "  lands  "  cannot 
"  be  held  to  apply  to  and  include  lands 
leased  ....  in  fee-simple  in  respect 
to  which  the  testator  had  no  estate, 
and  in  regard  to  which  he  had  no  in- 
terest, except  upon  the  conditinns  on 
which  the  lands  were  held  ":  Herring- 
ton  v.  Budd,  5  Denio,  321.  Nor  dde^ 
a  right  of  re-entry  for  condition  hrcken 
pass  by  a  devise  of  "  lands":  Herring- 
ton  V.  Budd,  5  Denio,  321.  Tlinugh 
the  word  "  land,"  in  the  absence  of 
words  of  limitation,  if  such  appears  to 
be  the  testator's  intent,  will  convey  an 
estate  in  fee-simple:  Bell  County  v. 
Alexander,  22  Tex.  350;  73  Am.  Dec. 
208.  Though  where  a  ' '  tract  of  land " 
is  described  in  a  devise  as  lying  in  a 

E articular  county,  and  as  haviiii,'  been 
ought  of  a  certain  named  person,  it 
may  be  shown  by  parol  evidence  wliat 
land  was  bought,  and  of  how  many  tracts 
or  parcels  it  was  composed:  McCorryt. 
King,  3  Humph.  267;  39  Am.  Dec,  ItiS. 
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be  deduced  from  the  whole  instrument,  "  and  a  comparison 


"Leavb"  will  be  construed  to  mean 
"have,"  when  necessary  to  enable  a 
gift  to  take  effect  which  is  made  to  such 
children    as    a    certain    person    may 
"leave":  Du  Bois  v.  Ray,  35  N.  Y. 
]()•_'.     See  further,  as  to  "  leave,"  in  a 
will.  King  r.  Savage,  121  Mass.  303. 
"Leave"  no    child:    See    Wright    v. 
IJaury,  7  Cush.   108.     Leaving  issue: 
See  In  re  Smith,  L.  R.  7  Ch.  Div.  667. 
Leaving  no  issue  living:  See  Walling- 
tunv.  Taylor,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  141;  Vreeland 
V.  Blauvelt,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  483;  Treharno 
t'.  Layton,  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  459;    In  re 
Brown,  L.  R.  16  Eq.  Cas.  2.39.  Without 
leaving  any  child:  See  White  v.  Hill 
L.  R.  4  Eq.  Cas.  265;  Bryden  v.  Wil- 
lett,  L.  R.  7  Eq.  Cas.  473.    "  Legacy." 
This  word  is  often  used  in  a  will  in 
relation  to  real  as  well   as  personal 
property,  and  its  construction  should 
be  governed  by  the  intention  of  the 
testator.     Popularly,  the  word  is  ap- 
plied to  land  as  well  as  to  money, 
and    courts    should    construe    words 
according  to  their  meaning  in  common 
parlance:     Holmes     v.     Alitchell,     2 
Murphy,  228;  5  Am.  Dec.  527.     In  a 
(leiirgia  case  the  word  "legacy,"  in  a 
subsequent  clause  in  a  will,  was  con- 
strued as  covering  all  of  several  be- 
quests in  a  former  item,   where  the 
testator,  in  a  single  item,  gave  his  wife 
a  sum  of  money,  various  articles  of 
personal  property,  and  a  life  estate  in 
certain  realty,  with  the  privilege  of 
taking  a  sum  of  money  in  lieu  of  the 
life  estate,  and  in  a  subsequent  item 
declared  that  the  "legacy"  given  to 
his  wife  was  in  lieu  of  dower:  Clay- 
ton V.    Akin,    38   Ga.   ,320;    95    Am. 
Dec.  393.      See  Burwell  r.  Cawood,  2 
How.  560.     See  also  "Devise,"  ante. 
"Maturity."    The  word  "maturity," 
used  in  a  will,  may  be  interpreted  to 
mean  "puberty  ":  Lowry  v.  Muldrow, 
6  Call,  55.     It  may  also  be  construed 
to  mean  "lawful  age":  Carpenter  v. 
Bouldin,  48  Md.  122.     See  also,  as  to 
meaning  of  ">naturity,"  in  a  will,  Con- 
dictt).  King,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  .375;  Carpen- 
ter V.  Bouldin,  48  Md.  122.     "May 

lilF,   POSSKSSED    OF    OR    ENTITLED    TO." 

Where  a  devise  ia  to  one,  with  a  limi- 
tation over  of  so  nmch  estate  aa  he 
"may  die  possessed  of  or  entitled  to, 
both  real  and  personal,"  the  remainder 


over  will  be  construed  to  be  of  the  es- 
tate remaining  undisposed  of  at  the 
death  of  the  first  devisee:  Flinn  v. 
Davis,  18  Ala.  132.  "Money.s,"  as 
used  in  a  will,  may  be  construed  to 
mean  "personalty":  Smith  v.  Uavis, 
1  Grant  Cas.  158.  And  it  may  include 
bank  stock,  notes,  and  bonds:  Fulker- 
ton  V.  Chitty,  4  Jones  Eq.  244.  Or 
real  and  personal  property:  In  re  Mil- 
ler, 48  Cal.  165;  17  Am.  Rep.  422. 
But  where  there  is  nothing  in  the  will 
to  show  that  the  word  "moneys"  was 
intended  to  be  used  in  any  other  thaa 
its  ordinary  sense,  it  will  not  be  con- 
strued so  as  to  include  bonds,  mort- 
gages, or  other  choses  in  action: 
Mann  v.  Mann,  14  Johns.  I;  7  Am. 
Dec.  416.  "More  or  less."  The 
omission  of  the  words  "more  or  less" 
is  immaterial  in  describing  a  tract  of 
land,  since  its  description  by  a  specific 
number  of  acres  is  the  same,  in  a  will, 
as  the  description  of  a  tract  contain- 
ing so  many  acres  more  or  less:  Wil- 
liams V.  Lane,  2  Car.  Law  Repos.  266; 
6  Am.  Dec.  561.  As  to  "  more  or  less," 
in  a  will,  see  Bishop  v.  Morgan,  82 
in.  351;  25  Am.  Rep.  327.  "  Mov- 
ABLE.S."  Promissory  notes  do  not 
pass  by  a  bequest  in  the  will  of  the 
holder  thereof  of  her  "in-door  mov- 
ables": Penniman  v.  French,  17  Pick. 
404;  28  Am.  Dec.  309.  "Movable 
property":  See  Strong  v.  White,  19 
Conn.  2.38;  Enohin  v.  Wylie,  10  H. 
L.  Cas.  1;  Wood  v.  George,  6  Dana, 
343;  Whitehurst  v.  Harker,  2  Ired. 
Eq.  292.  "My  PLANTATION."  A  devise 
of  "  my  plantation  "  passes  a  fee:  Pey- 
ton V.  Smith,  4  McCord,  476;  17  Am. 
Dec.  758.  "Next  of  kin."  Where 
there  is  nntliing  in  the  context  to 
show  a  ditTerent  intent,  the  words 
"next  of  kin  "  must  be  construed  in 
their  ordinary  meaning  of  relatives  in 
blood:  Keteltas  v.  Ke'teltas,  72  N.  Y. 
312;  28  Am.  Rop.  155;  and  it  does  not 
therefore  include  the  widow:  Id.  Nor  is 
the  husband  tlie  next  of  kin  of  the  wife, 
within  the  ordinary  meaning  of  a  will: 
Ivins's  Appeal,  106  Pa.  St.  176;  51  Am. 
Rep.  516;  Wikins  i\  Ordway,  59  N. 
H.  378;  47  Am.  Rep.  215.  When 
"next"  or  "nearest  of  kin"  are  words 
of  purchase,  see  Stimson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2824.     It  is  said, 
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of  its  various  parts  in  the  light  of  the  situation  and 


cir- 


however,  that  "next  of  kin"  is  not 
confined  to  the  whole-blood,  but  ex- 
tends al!<o  to  the  half-blood:  Wil- 
liaifia  oil  Executors,  12U8;  2  Jarmau  ou 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes, 
643,  and  note.  See  further,  as  to 
"next  of  kin,"  in  a  will.  Harden  v. 
Larrabec,  113  Mass.  430;  Redmond  v. 
Burroughs,  03  N.  C.  242;  Murdock  v. 
Ward,  U7  N.  Y.  387;  Steel  v.  Kurtz, 
28  Oliio,  11)2;  Delancey  ».  McCorinick, 
25  Hun,  574;  Lawson's  Concordance, 
words  "Next  of  kin."  "Nieck,"  or 
"NIECE.S,"  means,  in  a  will,  the  dangh- 
ter  or  daughters  of  a  brother  or  sister, 
and  will  not  be  extended  so  as  to  in- 
clude nephews*  wives  or  widows.  In 
this  respect  they  conform,  like  other 
words,  to  their  ordinary  meaning,  un- 
less the  testator's  intention  is  that 
they  should  bear  different  interpreta- 
tion: Goddard  v.  Amory,  147  Mass. 
71,  74.  For  other  cases  of  construc- 
tion of  these  words,  see  In  re  Blower, 
L.  R.  6  Ch.  351 ;  Slierratt  v.  Mount- 
ford,  L.  R.  8  Ch.  929;  Wells  v. 
Wells,  L.  R.  18  Eq.  Cas.  504.  "Or." 
The  word  "or"  will  be  construed 
"and,"  whenever  necessary  to  effect 
the  purposes  of  the  will,  evidenced  by 
the  intent  of  testator:  Kiudig  v.  Sinitb, 
39  111.  .300;  Munroe  v.  Holmes,  1  Brev. 
319;  Holcomb  v.  Lake,  25  N.  J.  L. 
605;  Witsell  v.  Mitchell,  3  Rich.  289; 
Jackson  v.  Blanshan,  6  Johns.  54;  5 
Am.  Dec.  188;  Janney  v.  Sprijrg,  7 
Gill,  197;  48  Am.  Dec.  557;  Robert- 
■OQ  V.  Johnson,  24  Ga.  102;  Car- 
penter V.  Heard,  14  Pick.  449.  See 
also  cases  cited  under  "Or,"  Law- 
Bon's  Concordance.  "Ornament.s" 
includes  jewelry  worn  for  i)ersonal 
decoration,  when  not  otherwise  spe- 
cifically bequeathed:  Estate  of  Tray- 
lor,  75  Cal.  189.  "Personal  es- 
tate." A  bequest  of  "all  my  per- 
gonal estate"  means  the  balance  of 
personal  estate  after  the  payment 
therefrom  of  the  testator's  debts  and 
other  legal  charges:  Cooch  r.  Cooch, 
5  Houst.  540;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  161. 
See  Jones  v.  Robinson,  L.  R.  3  C.  P.  D. 
345.  "Personal  goods  and  chat- 
tels." The  words  "all  my  personal 
goods  and  chattels,"  when  used  in  a 
will,  should  be  restricted  by  particular 
words  in  other  parts  of  the  will:  Puas- 


lee  V.  Fletcher's  Estate,  60  Vt.  188;  (j 
Am.  St.  Rep.  103.  "Personai,  kep. 
RESENTATIVES."  In  a  will  whifl)  j)ro. 
vides  that  after  the  dcterminati(jii  of 
certain  life  interests  given  to  the  tes. 
tator's  sons  the  estate  should  "be  ilia- 
tributed  or  go  to  his  personal  rejire- 
sentatives,  who  would  be  entititil  to 
his  personal  estate  according  to  law," 
the  words  "personal  representatives" 
will  be  construed  to  mean  "next  nf 
kin":  Davies  v.  Davies,  55  Cdim. 
319.  When  the  words  "personal 
representatives,"  "legal  representa- 
tives," and  "representatives"  are 
words  of  purchase,  see  Stiiiisi.n'.^ 
American  Statute  Law,  gee.  'Jm.'4. 
" Property."  The  term  " property  ' 
does  not  embrace  stock  in  a  railroaii 
company:  Adams  v.  Jones,  6  Jones  Kij. 
221.  Nor  do  choses  in  action  pass  to 
the  wife  b"  a  bequest  of  "  all  my  ijcn;)- 
erty  to  m  wife,"  and  after  her  death 
"to  be  E  id,"  etc. ;  Pippin  v.  Ellison, 
12  Ired.  Gl;  55  Am.  I)ec.  403.  But 
all  the  property  received  by  a  testiitcjr 
from  his  wife  by  reason  of  his  marriage, 
•whether  received  at  that  exact  time  or 
subsequently,  passes  under  thewonU 
"I  give  to  my  wife  all  the  property  I 
got  with  her":  Jessup  v.  Jessup,  I 
Busb.  Eq.  179.  Though  the  words 
"all  my  property"  may  pass  all  tiie 
testator's  real  es'tate  owneil  at  his  de- 
cease: Wynne's  Lessee  v.  Wynne,  2 
Swan,  405;  58  Am.  Dec.  66.  But  a 
bequest  of  all  "personal  property  "is 
governed  by  the  intention  of  the  tes- 
tator and  the  character  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  the  evident  purpose  for 
which  it  was  given:  Spark's  Appeal, 
89  Pa.  St.  148:  .33  Am.  Rep.  740.  See 
further,  a'*  t>  ib»  construction  of 
■•iM.  ■ipencer  v.  W'v.'y 
■'  Mri'i'is  V,  Helider- 
.-.,  Laing  v.  Barlj3ur, 


"  propertv.    ••. 
gius,  22  Con. 
son,  37  5iis     4 
119  Mass.  «!3 
N.  Y.  507;  M. 
5"2(5;    Lawson's 


■rowu  V.  Browi.,  41 
00  •;;.  Jones,  8  R.  I. 
Concordance,  word 
"Property."  "Relation."  A  wife 
is  not  a  relation  of  her  husband,  within 
a  statute  saving  from  lapse  a  device 
to  a  "child  or  other  relation  "of  the 
testator's  who  dies  before  the  testator: 
Cleaver  r.  Cleaver,  39  Wis.  96,  20  Ani. 
Rep.  30.  "Relations":  See  Lawson's 
Concordance,    word   "Relations";  2 
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er»n  "property' 


cumstances  which  surrounded  the  testator  when  the  in- 

strumeut  was  framed."  '■ 

§3228.  Later  Provisions  Control. — It  is  an  equally 
well-settled  rule  of  law  that  if  clauses  in  a  will  are  repug- 
nant to  each  other,  and  cannot  he  reconciled  by  the  rules 
of  construction,  then  effect  must  be  given  to  the  later 
provisions,  since  they  control  in  such  case.' 


Jarnian  on  Wills,  Randolph  and  Tal- 
cott's  notes,  660  et  soq.  "Rela- 
tives ":  See  Hagardine  v.  Pulta,  27  Mo. 
42S;  Drew  v.  Wakefield,  54  Me.  291; 
}lil)bert  V.  Hibbert,  L.  R.  15  Eq.  Cas. 
373j  Eagles  i'.  Le  Breton,  L.  R.  15  Eq. 
Cas.  149.  "Nearest  relatives":  See 
Eiinisi;.  Peutz,  .3  Bradf.  382.  "Sons 
AND  DAUGHTERS."  These  wofds  have 
been  held  to  include  grandchildren: 
Archer  v.  Smith,  2  Desaus.  Eq.  123. 
"  Sous  and  daughters  ":  See  also  Jami- 
son V.  Hay,  46  Mo.  546.  "  Sdpport 
OF  FAMILY."  These  words  will  be  con- 
strued, when  used  in  a  will,  to  include 
the  education  and  maintenance  of  chil- 
dren and  the  widow's  support:  Addi- 
son V.  Bowie,  2  Bland,  606.  As  to  the 
words  "support,"  "support  and  edu- 
cation," "comfortable  support  and 
maintenance,"  "personal  support  and 
comfort,"  see  the  word  "Support,"  in 
La wsou  's  Concordance.  "  SuK vi viNO  " 
and  "SURVIVORS."  The  word  "sur- 
viving "  refers  the  period  of  survivor- 
ship to  the  testator  s  decease:  Stone  v. 
Lewis,  84  Va.  474.  So  in  case  the 
devise  is  of  certain  property  to  the 
testator's  widow  for  life,  and  after  her 
death,  then  to  the  children  of  the  testa- 
tor, to  be  divided  among  them,  or 
among  the  survivors,  should  any  of 
said  chihlren  die  without  issue,  the 
word  "  survivors  "  will  be  construed 
to  refer  to  issue  living  at  the  decease 
of  the  widow:  Williamson  r.  Chamber- 
lain, 10  N.  J.  Eq.  373.  And  it  is  held 
that  the  term  "survivors,"  in  a  will, 
restricts  "dying  without  issue"  to 
lives  in  being  and  twenty-one  years 
thereafter,  wiiere  a  benefit  to  persona 
in  life  not  transmissible  to  heirs  and 
representatives  is  plainly  intended: 
Presley  v.  Davis,  7  Rich.  Eq.  105;  62 
Am.  Dec.  396.  That  is,  words  of  .•^  ur- 
vivorship  in  a  will  relate  to  the  period 
of  division  or  enjoyment,  where  the 
period  of  enjoyment  is  postponed  by 
82S 


interposing  a  life  estate  or  other  par- 
ticular interest,  or  where  a  future 
period  is  by  the  will  fixed  for  a  di\is- 
lon:  Presley  v.  Davis,  7  Rich.  K'l- 
105;  62  Am.  Dec.  396.  The  woid 
"survivors"  may  be  construed  to 
mean  persoiial  representatives,  where 
a  testator  unfamiliar  with  the  use  of 
legal  terms  makes  a  bequest  to  broth- 
ers and  sisters  by  name  or  their  sur- 
vivors: Stoner  Barr's  Appeal,  2  Pa. 
St.  428;  45  Am.  Dec.  608.  As  to 
"survive,"  "surviving,"  and  "sur- 
vivor," in  will,  see  those  words  in  Law- 
son's  Concordance.  See  also  Lowry 
V.  O'Bryan,  4  Rich.  Eq.  262;  57  Am. 
Dec.  727;  Wiles  r.  Fisher,  10  Ohio,  1; 
36  Am.  Dec.  61.  "Wkaring  ap- 
parel," when  used  in  a  will,  does  not 
include  the  testator's  watch,  which  he 
was  accustomed  to  carry  upon  his  per- 
son: Gooch  V.  Gooch,  33  Me.  535. 
' '  Worldly  goods.  "  The  words,  ' '  all 
my  worldly  goods, "  followed  by  a  gen- 
eral clause,  in  which  certain  realty  was 
mentioned,  but  which  did  not  speciti- 
cally  describe  other  realty  of  the  tes- 
tator, which  was  omitted  from  the 
clause  of  the  wdl  in  question,  will  not 
pass  such  other  real  estate:  Farish  v. 
Cook,  98  Mo.  212;  47  Am.  Rep.  107. 

•  Colton  V.  Col  ton,  127  U.  S.  300,. 
Smith  V.  Bell,  6  Pet.  68;  Pue  v.  Pue,  I, 
Md.  Ch.  382;  Lebeau  v.  Trudeau,  10  La. 
An.  164;  Mutter's  Estate,  .38  Pa.  St. 
314;  Lucas  v.  Duffield,  5  Gratt.  456; 
McEachin  v.  McRae,  5  Jones,  19.  See 
statutes  of  California,  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana, and  Utah:  Stimson's  Ameriuan 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2802.  See  ante, 
§§  3224-.3226. 

V.   Clarke,    12  Wend. 

Kirwan,  10   Md.  559; 

52  Me.   287;  Sticklo's 

St.  234.  See  statutes 
of  California,  Dakota,  Montana,  and 
Utah:  Stimson's  American  Statute 
Law,  sec.  2802.  See  ante,  §§  3224-3226. 


*  Bradstreet 
602;  Iglehartr. 
Orr  V.   Moses, 
Appeal,  29  Pa. 
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§  3229.  ;}eneral  Intent  Prevails  over  Particular  Intent. 
—  In  construing  a  will  it  is  a  general  rule  that  the  testa- 
tor's  particular  intent  as  shown  by  a  single  provision 
standing  by  itself  must  yield  to  the  general  leading  intent 
as  manifested  in  the  whole  instrument.*  But  general 
words  in  a  will  following  after  and  coupled  with  words  of 
limited  signification  are  restricted  to  the  same  class  of 
things  as  the  former,  except  where  such  general  words 
are  in  a  residuary  clause.' 

§  3230.  Transposition  of  Words.  — Where  it  is  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  effectuate  the  testator's  manifest  inten- 
tion, that  words  should  be  transposed,  the  court  has 
power  so  to  do.'  But  words  will  not  be  transposed  where 
the  intent  of  the  testator  is  clearly  expressed  in  the  will 
and  the  will  may  be  given  eflfect  without  such  transposi- 
tion of  words.* 


§  3231.  Surplusage  and  Rejection  of  Words. — In  con- 
struing a  will,  words  which  are  so  unintelligible,  obscure, 
and  absurd,  that  they  have  no  place  in,  and  can  give  no 
effect  to,  the  testator's  manifest  legal  intention,  may  be 
considered  as  surplusage,  and  rejected.* 

§  3232.  Per  Stirpes  or  Per  Capita.  — The  per  stirpes 
rule  belongs  properly  to  the  statutes  of  distribution;'  and 
in  "nearly  all  the  states  provisions  are  made  under  such 
statutes  determining  in  what  cases  the  per  stirpes  and  per 
capita  rules  respectively  apply .^  But  the  application  of 
such  rule  must,  in  either  case,  be  controlled  by  the  gen- 


1  Phelps  V.  Bates,  54  Conn.  11;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  92. 

«  Peaslee  v.  Fletcher's  Estate,  60  Vt. 
188;  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  103.  See  ante, 
§§  3224-3226. 

*  Baker  V.  Pender,  5  Jones,  351;  Lin- 
stead  V.  Green,  2  Md.  82;  O'Neall  t>. 
Boozer,  4  Rich.  Eq.  22.  See  statutes 
of  Georgia;  2  Jarman  on  Wills,  Ran- 
dolph and  Talcott's  notes,  75,  and  note. 


Marge, 


Munf. 


♦  Mooberry    v. 
453. 

*  East  V.  Garrett,  84  Va.  523;  Bart- 
let  V.  King,  12  Mass.  537;  7  Am.  iKc, 
99;  Wright  v.  Denn,  10  Wheat.  204; 
Needham  v.  Ide,  5  Pick.  510. 

«  Risk's  Appeal,  52  Pa.  St.  2(19;  HI 
Am.  Dec.  156. 

'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  3101,  3102  b,  3103,  3137,  313S. 
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eral  intention  of  the  testator;*  tliough  a  per  capita  con- 
struction is  not  to  be  forced  upon  a  devise  because  the 
devisees,  had  they  taken  under  tlie  statute,  would  have 
taken  per  stirpes}    In  determining  whether,  in  constru- 
ing wills,  persons  shall  take  per  stirpes  or  per  caprtx,  the 
rule  is,  that  persons  described  as  a  class  take  as  if  each 
individual  composing  the  class  had  been  called  by  his 
proper  name,  and  that  each  takes  a  share  with  the  other 
persons  named,  among  whom  the  division  is  to  be  made. 
There  is,  however,  this  exception  to  the  rule,  that  if  there 
be  anything  in  the  will  indicating  that  the  testator  in- 
tended that  the  persons  described  in  the  class  should 
take  as  a  unit,  then  the  division  should  be  per  stirpes^ 
and  not  per  capita;'  though,  under  a  devise  to  a  class  of 
persons,  where,  by  reason  of  the  legal  incapacity  of  the 
others,  but  one  person  of  the  class  can  take,  he  takes  all 
the  estate  which  the  devise,  by  its  terms,  gives  to  the 
whole  class.*     Under  the   earlier   statutes  in  Tennessee 
the  nephews  and  nieces  of  a  deceased  person  take  per 
stirpes,  and  not  per  capita?     So  persons  taking  as  "heirs 
of  tlie  body,"  under  a  bequest,  take  per  stirpes,  unless  the 
instrument  under  which  they  take  points  out  a  different 
mode  of  distribution.^     But  it  is  decided  in  North  Caro- 
lina that  where  a  bequest  is  made  to  the  heirs  simply, 
they  take  in  the  proportions  prescribed  by  the  statute  of 
distributions.     If  the  testator  directs  that  the  property 
be  equally  divided  among  the  heirs,  the  division  must  be 
ptr  capita;''  and  a  devise  and  legacy  to  "  heirs  "  of  differ- 
ent persons  must  be  divided  among  the  persons  answer- 
ing the  class  description  per  capita,  not  per  stirpes,  where 
the  word  "  heirs  "  is  used  in  the  will  as  one  of  description 


'  Risk's  Appeal,  52  Pa.  St.  269;  91 
Ain.  Dec.  156. 

■'  Id. 

'  Koper  V.  Roper,  5  Jones  Eq.  16;  75 
Am.  Dec.  427. 

♦  Downing  v.  Marshall,  23  N.  Y.  366; 
80  Am.  Deo.  290. 


*  Lewis  V.  Claiborne,  5  Yerg.  369; 
26  Am.  Dec.  270. 

*  Templeton  v.  Walker,  3  Rich.  Eq. 
543;  55  Am.  Dec.  646. 

'  Templeton  v.  Walker,  3  Rich.  Eq. 
543;  65  Am.  Dec.  646. 
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and  purchase.*  So  the  words  "  equally  to  be  divided,"  ia 
a  devise  to  kindred,  will  cause  the  division  to  be  per 
capita,^  even  though  the  devise  is  to  kindred  in  diiroiont 
degrees  of  relationship;''  and  where  a  testator  bequeaths 
a  residue  of  personalty,  to  be  equally  divided  among  cer- 
tain persons  named  in  the  will,  and  the  children  oC  his 
deceased  children,  and  the  children  of  his  son  thm 
living,  all  the  legatees  take  per  capita,  and  not  per  sllrjica* 
So  where  the  division  of  property  devised  is  to  kin  of 
different  degrees  of  relationship,  it  is  to  be  per  capito,  if 
the  devisees  are  individually  named;  and  it  is  enoiij;li 
to  put  the  rule  into  operation  that,  though  in  the  dtvisu 
there  is  no  mention  of  the  names  of  the  devisees,  there  is 
in  it  a  specific  reference  to  another  part  of  the  will  in 
which  such  names  are  set  out.'  So  in  case  of  a  bequest. 
of  personal  property  to  the  testator's  wife,  "and  at  her 
decease  to  be  divided  between  her  ard  my  poor  relations 
equally,"  the  bequest  is  to  be  construed  as  if  the  word 
"poor"  were  not  used,  and  after  the  wife's  death  the  es- 
tate is  to  be  divided  per  capita  between  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  testator  living  at  his  death,  and  the  children 
of  such  brothers  and  sisters  as  were  dead,  and  the  mother 
of  the  wife,  —  the  father  not  being  alive.  The  brothers 
and  sisters  of  the  wife  do  not  take.' 

Illustrations. — A  will  provided  as  follows:  "The  residue 
of  my  estate  I  give  to  the  following  named  persons,  to  be  divided 
equally  among  them,  my  sisters  R.  and  S.,  the  grandchildren 
of  my  deceased  brother  W.,  and  the  grandchildren  of  my  de- 
ceased sisters  D.  and  M.,  meaning  by  this  to  include  all  the 
grandchildren  living  at  time  of  my  decease."  Held,  that  the 
grandchildren  took  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita:  Raymond  v. 
mUhouse,  45  Conn.  4G7;   29  Am.  Rep.  088.    The  devise  was  of 

»  Ward  V.  vStow,  2  Dev.  Eq.  509;  27 
Am.  Dec.  '238. 

'■'  Keaii  V.  Hoffecker,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
103;  29  Am.  Dec.  336. 

»  Kuan  V.  Hoffecker,  2  Harr.  (Del.) 
103;  29  Am.  Dec.  330. 

♦  Bryant  v.  Scott,  1  Dev.  &,  B.  Eq. 
155;  28  Am.  Deo.  590. 


»  Kean  v.  Hoffecker,  2  Harr.  (D^l) 
103;  29  Am.  Dec.  336. 

"  McNeilleilge  v.  Galbraith,  8  Serg, 
&  R.  43;  1 1  Am.  Dec.  .572.  .^ce  alsd.as 
to  per  xtirpeK  or  per  otpiln,  '.'  '  iinmu 
on  Wills,  llmdolpli  arnl  T  imitii 
notes,  (i!9,  6;U-G3t),  643,  G4o,  lijJ,  lH, 
756,  762,  and  uotoa. 
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the  *' balance " of  the  testator's  estate,  "to  be  given  to  the  fami- 
lies of  A  and  B's  cliildren  in  equal  proportion."  Held,  that  A  and 
B's  children  took  per  stirpes,  and  tliat  the  devise  be  divided 
between  the  faniiiius,  one  half  to  each:  Walker  v.  Qriffin,  11 
Wiicat.  375.  Tlie  devise  was  "unto  my  daughters,  to  be 
equally  divided  between  them,  share  and  share  alike,  and 
to  be  to  them  for  and  during  their  natural  life,  and  after  their 
death,  then  to  be  to  their  and  jach  of  their  children,  and  to  be 
divided  between  them,  share  and  share  alike."  Held,  that  the 
devise  must  be  so  construed  fld  to  give  to  each  daughter  a  life 
estate,  with  remainder  to  their  children  as  tenants  in  common, 
and  that  the  children  took  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita:  Bool 
V.  Mix,  17  Wend.  119;  31  Am.  Dec.  285.  A  testator,  after 
making  certain  specific  bequests  and  devises  to  his  children 
and  grandchildren,  directed  the  remainder  of  his  movable 
estate  to  be  divided  equally  among  his  surviving  children  and 
"the  heirs"  of  a  deceased  son.  Held,  that  the  children  of  the 
deceased  took  per  stirpes:  Jioome  v.  Counter,  6  N.  J.  L.  Ill;  10 
Am.  Dec.  390.  A  testator  bequeathed  his  property  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms:  To  his  "deceaned  son"  J.'s  children,  personal 
property;  to  his  deceased  son  W.'s  children,  personal  property; 
to  his  "daughter"  M.,  and  to  each  of  his  other  four  children, 
naming  them,  certain  personal  property;  and  finally,  all  the 
rest  of  the  estate  not  disposed  of  to  be  divided  equally  among 
the  above-mentioned  heirs.  Held,  that,  under  the  last  clause, 
tlie  legatees  took  per  stirpes,  and  not  per  capita:  Collier  v. 
Collier,  3  Rich.  Eq.  555;  55  Am.  Dec.  658.  A  testator  directed 
that  a  portion  of  his  estate  be  divided  equally  between  his 
three  "beloved  children,"  G.,  J.,  and  C,  and  then  directed 
that  the  residue  of  the  estate,  consisting  of  realty,  be  divided, 
or  the  proceeds  thereof  be  divided,  after  giving  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  to  G.,  equally  "  between  my  beloved  children  G. 
and  J.,  and  the  children  of  my  beloved  daughter"  C,  who  was 
married  and  living.  Held,  that  the  children  of  C.  took  per 
stirpes:  Risk's  Appeal,  52  Pa.  St.  269;  91  Am.  Dec.  156.  A 
devise  was  to  the  children  of  A  and  B,  or  to  A  and  the  children 
of  B.  Held,  that  they  took  per  capita:  Cole  v.  Creyon,  1  Hill  Ch. 
311;  2  Am.  Dec.  208.  The  provision  in  the  will  was  for  distribu- 
tion to  the  testator's  "  heirs  at  law,  share  and  share  alike."  Held, 
that  the  distribution  must  be  per  capita,  and  not  per  stirpes: 
Allen  V.  Allen,  13  S.  C.  512;  36  Am.  Rep.  716.  The  devise  was 
of  the  residue  of  the  testator's  estate  "  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween my  son  A  and  my  three  grandsons,"  who  were  named. 
Held,  that  the  grandsons  took  per  capita  equally  with  A:  Mar- 
tin v.  Gould,  2  Dev.  Eq.  305.  The  devise  was  to  the  children 
of  A  and  B,  "to  be  equally  divided  between  them."  Held,  that 
Buch  children  took  per  capita:  Ex  parte  Leith,  1  Hill  Ch.  152. 
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§3233.    Devise  with  Power   of  Appointment. —  The 

testator's  childrou  will  tuke  in  e(iuul  shares  property 
which  1ms  been  bequeathed  to  his  wife  with  a  discretion. 
ary  power  of  uppointiuent,  where  she  fails  to  exercise  tlio 
appointment  or  makes  an  invalid  one/ 

§  3234.  Bequest  of  a  Debt  —  Annuity.—  Where  thoro 
is  a  bequest  of  a  debt  due  from  the  legatee  to  the  tontii- 
tor,  such  bequest  is  subject  to  the  testator's  debts,  and  tlio 
legatee  shares  in  the  residuary  fund.'  A  provision  in  a 
will  for  the  payment  of  "  five  hundred  dollars  per  year 
for  ten  years  to"  B.,  in  equal  quarterly  installments,  is  an 
annuity  contingent  on  B.'s  life,  and  not  a  legacy  of  five 
thousand  dollars  payable  in  installments.' 

§  3235.  Legacy  may  be  a  Personal  Charge.  —  A  leg- 
acy will  be  a  personal  charge  upon  the  testator's  wife,  Jiiul 
determine  with  the  death  of  the  legatee,  under  a  will 
wherein  the  testator  provides  for  his  wife  and  makes  her 
a  residuary  legatee,  and  adds  that  it  is  his  "  will  and 
desire"  that  she  should  pay  his  nephew  two  hundred 
dollars  annually,  commencing  at  a  specified  date,  until  he 
came  of  age, "  for  the  purpose  of  educating  him,"  and  the 
nephew  dies  in  two  years  from  that  date,  but  before  his 
majority.* 

§  3236.  Gift  of  Personal  Property  for  Lifetime,  with 
a  Gift  Over.  —  Whether  a  gift  of  personal  property  for  a 
lifetime,  with  a  gift  over,  is  absolute  or  otherwise  depends 
upon  the  nature  of  the  property,  as  to  its  being  perishable, 
or  merely  of  articles  which  may  depreciate  by  using,  and 
also  upon  other  circumstances.  Where  the  use  of  money 
is  given,  the  gift  is  of  the  interest  only,  and  security  mn>t 
be  given,  or  a  trustee  appointed,  of  whom  a  bond  would  be 

'  Cruse  V.  McKee,  2  Head,  1;  73  Am.  »  Bates  v.  Barry,  ^25  Muss.  8:^;  I'S 

Dec.  186.  Am.  Rep.  207. 

•  Cole   V,  Covington,  86  N.  C.    295;  *  Anderson    v.   Hatniuond,   2   Lei, 

41  Am.  Rep.  458.  281;  31  Am.  Rep.  612. 
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rtMiuired.     These  rules  mny  be  changed,  nc^ording  to  cir- 
cumstuiices,  as  a  court  of  equity  luuy  deem  proper.' 

§  3237.  Statutory  Rules  concerning  Devises  and  Leg- 
acies.—  Statutes  have  been  enacted  in  several  states  that 
a  devise  shall  bo  construed  to  pass  a  fee,  unless  the  in- 
tention of  the  testator  to  the  contrary  is  cleary  manifest 
on  the  face  of  the  will;*  and  in  other  states,  in  certain 
cases,  such  devise  will  include  a  leasehold  interest,  as  well 
us  a  freehold  estate,'  while  in  some  states  it  is  provided 
that  whore  the  devise  or  bequest  is  clearly  and  distinctly 
expressed,  it  cannot  bo  made  to  yield  to  other  expressions 
ill  the  will  which  are  inaccurate  or  equivocal,  not  extended 
by  inference  or  argument  deduced  from  the  context.* 

§  3238.  Special  instances  of  Wills  Held  to  be  Valid 
and  Void.  —  In  addition  to  what  has  been  noted  as  to  the 
requisites  and  validity  of  wills  under  the  several  heads 
herein  to  which  such  topics  more  properly  belong,  we 
shall  note  in  this  section  several  instances  in  which  wills 
have  been  respectively  held  valid  and  void.  It  is  not  a 
ground  of  suspicion  that  one  having  confidential  relations 
with  another  prepares  and  directs  the  execution  of  a  will 
giving  him  a  considerable  benefit;'  nor  that  it  was  drawn 
by  a  confidential  friend  whose  wife  was  a  beneficiary;® 
nor  because  one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  married  the 
testatrix;'  nor  because  the  draughtsman  takes  largely 
under  the  will;^  nor  does  a  mere  mistake  bv  the  scrivener 


'  VVhittemore  v.  Russell,  80  Me.  297; 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  200. 

^  .Sue  statutes  of  Alabama,  Arizona, 
California,  Dakota,  Delaware,  Idaho, 
Kuiisas,  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Mary- 
laml,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Montana, 
Nebrasiia,  Nevada,  New  Hampshire, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
Rlioile  Island,  Tennessee,  Utah,  Ver- 
niiint,  Washington,  Wisconsin,    Wyo- 


*  See  statutes  of  California,  Dakota, 
Montana,  and  Utah:  Stinison's  Ameri- 
can Statute  Law,  sec.  28UH. 

-  Yardiey  v.  Cuthbcrtson,  108  Pa. 
St.  3«t5;  5ti  Am.  Rop.  218. 

*  Montague  v.  Allan's  Executors,  78 
Va.  5l>2;  4'J  Am.  Rep.  384. 

'  Fellows  V.  Allen,  CO  N.  H.  439, 
440. 

*  Cheatham r.  Hatcher,  SOOratt.  5(5; 


miiig:    Stimson'a    American    Statute    32  Am.  Rep.  650;    Post  v.  Mason,  91 
Law.  sees.  1474,  2808.  N.  Y.  539;  43  Am.  Rep.  689;  Stirling 

'  See    statutes  of   Kentucky,  Vir-    v.  Stirling,  64  Md.  138. 
ginia,  and  West   Virginia:   Stimson'a 
American  Statute  Law,  see.  2808  c. 
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in  drawing  the  will  invalidate  it,  when  such  mistake  does 
not  amount  to  a  fraud,  or  does  not  materially  change  tlie 
testator's  disposition  of  his  estate;'  nor  does  the  acquire- 
ment of  influence  through  illicit  intercourse  with  a  woman 
taking  under  the  will  in  itself  vitiate  the  will.'^  So  it  was 
determined  that  a  will  was  valid,  and  it  was  refused  to  hi 
set  aside,  under  the  following  circumstances:  A  testator 
having  several  children  made  a  will  giving  all  his  estate  to 
his  wife,  except  a  dollar  to  each  child;  this  was  because 
there  was  a  large  judgment  against  one  of  his  sons,  wliivh 
the  father  did  not  wish  his  estate  to  pay;  th**  son  had  in 
fact  compromised  the  judgment,  but  failed  to  inform  his 
father;  lie  had  also  urged  the  making  of  a  will,  but  there 
was  no  proof  that  he  induced,  or  that  the  concealment  in- 
duced, the  making  of  the  will  in  this  form.'  A  will 
made  by  a  person  who  is  unable  to  originate  an  idea 
spontaneously,  or  of  his  own  volition  and  power  to  ex- 
press  a  wish,  and  who  is  actuated  in  his  entire  actions  by 
others  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact,  and  Wiiose  onlv 
mode  of  communication  is  by  adopting  or  rejecting  the 
suggestions  of  others,  is  void;*  and  a  will  of  personal 
property  not  executed  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  tes- 
tator's domicile  at  the  time  of  his  death  will  not  be  oper- 
ative in  regard  to  personal  property  in  a  foreign  country, 
although  executed  according  to  the  laws  of  tliat  country.' 
The  will  of  a  convicted  felon,  whereby  he  disposes  of  all 
his  reversionary  interest  in  his  property,  is  good  in  Ken- 
tucky, although  under  the  common  law  the  property  of  a 
felon  was,  after  conviction,  forfeited  to  the  state.® 

§  3239.    What  is  a  Sufficient  Finding  as  to  Validity  of 
Will. —  Upon  a  will  contest  brought  before  the  jury  upon 


"  Whitlock  V.  Wardlow,  7  Rich. 
453. 

•■'  Sunderland  v.  Hood,  84  Mo.  293. 

3  Alli ;  m  V.  Pigg,  82  111.  149;  25 
Am    BfT>  30.3. 

♦  Delaheld  v.  Parish,  25  N.  Y-  9. 


'  Desesbats  r.  Berquier,  1  Binn.  336; 
2  Am.  Dec,  448. 

«  Rankin  r.  Rankin,  6  T.  B.  Mon. 
531;  17  Am.  Dec.  161.  See  note  to 
Avury  v.  Everett,  6  Am.  St.  liqj.  o?J', 
and  see  ante,  §  .3111,  note. 
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appeal  from  the  probate  court,  a  verdict  by  the  jury  that 
they  find  the  "  issue  in  favor  of  the  appellees "  is  a 
sufficient  finding  of  the  validity  of  the  will,  where  to  the 
reasons  of  appeal  filed  by  the  appellants  the  appellees 
answered  that  "  they  were  severally  untrue,  and  if  true, 
insufficient."  ^ 


§  3240.  Estate  when  Segregated.  —  Where  a  bequest 
is  made  of  a  specific  sum  of  money,  to  take  effect  upon 
the  happening  of  a  certain  contingency, — as  the  death 
of  the  testator's  son  before  a  certain  age,  leaving  heirs, — 
if  such  event  happens,  such  sum  should  be  at  once  re- 
garded as  segregated  from  the  estate,  and  held  in  trust  for 
said  heirs  until  such  time  as  they  can  take  absolutely 
under  said  will,  notwithstanding  the  will  in  other  parts 
directs  the  payment  of  all  the  net  annual  income  of  the 
estate  to  certain  beneficiaries  named  therein.^  So  where, 
from  time  to  time,  under  the  provisions  of  a  will,  portions 
of  the  corpus  of  the  estate  were  to  vest  in  fee  in  the  son, 
from  the  moment  he  becomes  the  owner  of  such  fee  that 
portion  becomes  segregated  from  the  estate  and  relieved 
from  every  provision  of  the  will,  especially  where  a  part 
of  it  relates  to  the  paying  out  to  beneficiaries  of  the  net 
annual  income  of  the  estate;  and  so  much  of  the  estate  as 
ti:e  vvidow  elects  to  take  in  lieu  of  dower  becomes  segre- 
gated in  like  manner.' 

§  3241.  Conditions  in  Wills.  —  A  restriction  in  a  will 
inconsistent  with  the  goneral  power  of  disposal  is  void 
and  inoperative.''  So  a  condition  annexed  to  a  devise 
that  it  shall  not  be  "subject  to  conveyance  or  attachment 
is  void."'     But  a  condition  in  a  devise  of  a  life  interest, 

1  St.  Leger's  Appeal,  34  Conn.  434;  ♦  Smith  v.   Starr,  3  Whart.  62;  31 

91  Am.  Dec.  735.  Am.  Dec.  498. 

''  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  5  Am.  *  Blackstone  Bank  v.  Davis,  21  Pick. 

St.  Rep.  117.  42;  32  Am.  Dec.  241. 

"  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  117. 
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that  it  shall  cease  on  judgment  against  the  devisee  being 
recovered  in  a  creditor's  suit  instituted  to  reach  it,  and 
that  the  executors  shall  thereafter  apply  the  income  to 
the  support  of  the  devisee's  family,  is  not  repugnant  to  the 
estate  devised,  nor  contrary  to  public  policy,  and  is  valid.' 
A  devise  of  an  estate  to  the  sons  of  the  testator,  "  tliey 
jointly  and  severally  paying"  to  his  daughter  a  certain 
sum  within  a  specified  time,  is  strictly  conditional  upon 
the  payment  of  the  money  within  the  time  limited.'' 

§  3242.  Illegal  and  Impossible  Conditions  in  a  Will. 
—  Conditions  which  are  illegal  and  impossible,  or  against 
public  policy,  are  void  by  statute  in  two  states.^ 

§  3243.  Conditions  against  Contesting  Will.  —  A  con- 
dition in  a  will  excluding  from  a  share  in  the  estate  any 
heir  or  testator  who  "  goes  to  law  to  break  his  will "  is 
valid,  both  as  to  real  and  personal  property.  Upon  a 
breach  of  such  a  condition,  the  legacy  forfeited  will  pass 
to  the  general  residuary  legatee.*  It  is  held,  however,  in 
South  Carolina,  that  a  condition  that  a  legatee  shall  not 
dispute  or  contest  a  will,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  his  estate, 
is  void,  and  cannot  result  in  such  forfeiture,  unless  the 
testator  provides  that  the  legacy  shall  go  to  another  per- 
son on  breach  of  the  condition.* 


§  3244.  Bequest  for  Support  and  Maintenance.  — 
Where  a  legacy  is  given  charged  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  testator's  children,  so  far  as  it  is  needed  for  that 
purpose,  if  it  is  accepted,  it  must  be  so  applied  so  far  as 


'  Bramhall  v.  Ferris,  14  N.  Y.  41; 
67  Am.  Dec.  113. 

a  \/ heeler  v.  Walker,  2  Conn.  196;  7 
Am.  Dec.  2(i4.  See  Birdsall  v.  Hew- 
lett, 1  Paige,  32;  19  Ain.  Dec.  39'.'; 
Sayward  v.  Sayward,  19  N.  J.  L.  210; 
212  Am.  Dec.  191.  Aa  to  conditions 
generally,  see  ante,  Title  Contracts  — 
Deeds  —  Real  Property. 

*  See  Title  Contracts  —  Real  Prop- 


erty; Stimson's  American  Statute  L:i\v, 
sec.  2825.  As  to  conditions  iu  rustnuiit 
of  marriage  or  alienation,  see  aiile, 
Title  Contracts  — Real  Property. 

♦  Bradford  v.  Bradford,  19  Ohio  St, 
546;  2  Am.  Rep.  419. 

»  Mallet  V.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Eq.  12; 
60  Am.  Dec.  107.  See  2  Jariiiaii  on 
Wills,  Randolph  and  Talcott's  notes, 
582. 
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necessary.*  What  is  a  "  reasonable  and  competent  sup- 
port," as  provided  for  in  a  will,  does  not  mean  merely 
the  food  and  clothing  necessary  to  sustain  life,  but  a  sup- 
port in  the  place  and  manner  in  which  a  party  has  been 
accustomed  to  live;''  and  "a  comfortable  living  through 
life"  for  the  testator's  wife,  provided  for  her  in  the  will, 
subjects  the  whole  estate  to  an  equitable  charge,  which,  if 
wrongfully  withheld,  may  be  enforced  in  a  court  of  chan- 
cery.* So  a  bequest  by  the  testator  of  all  his  property, 
and  the  income  of  the  same,  to  his  widow,  "  to  be  used 
and  disposed  of  by  her,  for  her  convenience  and  comfort 
during  life,"  authorizes  her  to  dispose  of  such  property 
whenever  her  comfort  and  convenience  may  require  it.* 

§  3245.  Perpetuities.  —  Perpetuities  are  unconstitu- 
tional in  many  states,  while  in  others  they  are  expressly 
forbidden  by  their  constitutions,  with  certain  exceptions; 
under  the  statutes  of  several  states  a  suspension  of  the 
absolute  power  of  alienation  by  will  is  limited  to  certain 
definitely  stated  periods,  as  to  lives  in  being,  and  twenty-one 
years  thereafter,  or  to  the  duration  of  two  lives  in  being, 
or  to  three  lives  in  being  and  a  certain  limited  time 
thereafter,  or  to  any  number  of  lives  in  being,  when  the 
estate  is  created;  and  in  other  states  these  provisions  are 
extended  to  chattels  real,  or  to  the  ownership  of  a  term, 
as  well  as  to  estates  of  freehold.^  The  rule  is  universal 
that  a  suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation  must  neces- 
sarily terminate,  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  within 
the  period  prescribed  by  the  statute,  or  the  disposition 
will  be  void."  An  attempt  in  a  will  to  create  a  future 
estate  in  land,  whereby  the  same  is  liable  to  be  tied  up 

'  Wood  V.  Wood,  6  Paige,  596;  28  *  Stimsoa'a  American  Statute  Law, 

Am.  Dee.  451.                .  sees.    402,    1341,    1440-1442.     See    1 

'  Ellerbe  v.   Ellerbe,   1  Speers    Eq.  Jarnian    oa     Wills,     Randolph     and 

328;  40  Am.  Dec.  623.  Talcott'a    notes,   502,    and    note,    et 

'  Rogers  V.  Cawood,  1  Swan,  142;  55  seq. 

Am.  Dec.  729.  «*  Ford  v.  Ford,  70  Wia.  19;  5  Am. 

•  Scott  V.   Perkins,   28  Me.  22;  48  St.  Rep.  117. 
Am.  Dec.  470. 
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from  thirty  to  forty-eight  years  after  the  testator's  death, 
constitutes,  under  the  Wisconsin  statute,  such  an  unlaw- 
ful suspension  of  the  power  of  alienation  as  to  make  such 
disposition  void.  Such  land,  therefore,  descends  to  the 
heirs,  subject  to  the  widow's  rights  therein.^ 

^  Ford  «:  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  117. 
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§3246.     Who   may   Take  under  Will.  — Any  person 
legally  capable  of  taking  property  may  take  under  u  will, 
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and  this  includes  corporations.^  In  California,  however, 
certain  corporations  seem  to  be  excluded  from  taking 
under  a  will.^  But  the  devise  must  be  to  a  corporation, 
and  not  to  a  body  of  individuals  unincorporated.  There- 
fore a  devise  to  an  officiating  priest  and  his  successors, 
not  being  a  corporation  sole,  is  against  the  policy  of  the 
law,  and  void;'  and  a  devise  to  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Quakers  and  to  their  successors  is  void,  because  the  assc 
ciation  is  not  a  corporation,  and  the  members  are  not  so 
designated  as  to  take  as  individuals.* 

§  3247.  Devise  or  Bequest  to  Heir  Who  would  Other, 
wise  Inherit. — A  devise  or  bequest  to  the  heir  who  would 
inherit  does  not  invalidate  the  will,  by  the  statutes  of  a 
majority  of  the  states,  but  the  devise  or  bequest  itself  is 
of  no  validity,  except  in  a  few  states,  though  it  would 
seem  to  limit  the  share  which  the  heir  would  otherwise 
take  as  such.' 

§  3248.  Omission  of  Children  in  Will.  —  A  mere  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  children  living  at  the  execution  of  the 
will  does  not  operate  to  divest  them  of  their  legal  share, 
under  the  statutes  of  several  of  the  states.  This  provision 
is  a  qualified  one,  however, — in  many  states  dependent 
upon  whether  the  omission  was  intentional,  or  by  acci- 
dent  and  mistake.*     And  the  fact  that  the  testator  fails  to 


»  Deering's  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1275. 
And  see  statutes  of  Alabama,  Dakota, 
Indiana,  Louisiana,  Montana,  New 
York,  and  Utah:  Stimson's  American 
Statute  Law,  sec.  2610. 

'  Deering's  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1275. 
But  see  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1313;  Estate 
of  Robinson,  63  Cal.  620;  Estate  of 
Buhner,  59  Cal.  131. 

*  McGirr  v.  Aaron,  1  Penr.  &  W. 
49;  21  Am.  Dec.  361. 

*  Greene  «.  Dennis,  6  Conn.  293;  16 
Am.  Dec.  58.  As  to  a  devise  to  a  cor- 
poration to  be  formed,  see  Tappan's 
Appeal,  62  Conn.  412.  -As  to  devise  to 
ihe  United  States,  see  In  re  Fox,  62  N. 


Y.  530;  11  Am.  Rep.  751;  Dickson  v. 
United  States,  125  Mass.  311;  28  Am. 
Rep.  230. 

^  See  statutes  of  Arizona,  Arkansas, 
California,  Colorado,  Dakota,  Illinois, 
Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Kentucky, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississii;pi, 
Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New 
York,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Texas,  Utah, 
Virginia,  Washington,  West  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  and  Wyoming.  But  exam- 
ine statutes  of  Connecticut,  New  Jer- 
Bey,  and  Vermont. 

"  Stimson's  American  Statute  Lav, 
sec.  2842,  supplement,  sec.  2842. 
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provide  for  one  of  his  children  in  his  will  will  not  pre- 
vent its  being  approved,  though  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  omission  was  intentional.' 

§  3249.  Disinherison  of  Children.  —  In  Georgia,  the 
statute  permits  the  testator  full  power  of  disposition,  to 
the  extent  that  he  may  will  his  entire  estate  to  strangers, 
even  to  the  exclusion  of  his  wife  and  children,  when  not 
inconsistent  with  the  law.^  But  bv  the  statutes  of  some 
states  a  testator  is  prohibited  from  devising  away  his  en- 
tire estate  from  his  children.*  The  question  of  omission 
of  children  is  not,  however,  governed  solely  by  the  express 
terms  of  the  will.  It  is  a  question  of  intent,  which  may 
be  aided  by  extrinsic  evidence,  and  it  may  be  shown  that 
the  testator  intended  to  omit  children  who  are  apparently 
unnoticed  in  the  will.* 


§  3250.    Posthumous  Children — En  Ventre  sa  Mere.  — 

Posthumous  children  take  in  several  states  like  other  chil- 
dren born  after  the  will  is  made.*  In  some  states  special 
provision  is  made  by  statute  that  a  child  en  ventre  sa  mere 
takes  the  same  as  if  born.®  But  in  Pennsylvania  it  has 
been  held  that  where  a  testator  devised  a  portion  of  his 
estate  to  his  children  living  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a 
child  en  ventre  sa  mere  could  not  take," 

Illustrations.  —  A  testator  in  1849  devised  real  estate  to 
his  daughter  "A  and  her  children."  A  then  had  a  child,  which 
died  in  December,  1850.  She  had  another,  born  November  20, 
1851,  which  died  when  three  days  old.  Subsequently  she  had 
other  children.  The  testator  started  on  a  journey  in  January, 
1850.  In  November,  1851,  on  information  of  his  death,  the  will 
was  admitted  to  probate,  but  the  date  of  his  death  was  never 

'  Doane  v.  Lake,  32  Me.  268;  52  *  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
Am.  Dec.  654.  sees.    2844,    .3136,     supplement,    sec. 


''  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 


sec. 


2610. 


^  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  sec.  2622. 

sec.  '.'632.  '  McKuight     v. 

*  Lorieux  v.  Keller,  5  Iowa,  196;  68  213, 
Am.  Dec,  696, 


2844. 

^  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 


Read,    1     Whart, 
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ascertained.  ITehl,  that  it  might  be  inferred  that  he  died  vvliilo 
the  second  child  was  en  ventre  aa  mere,  and  that  A  and  tliat, 
child  took  as  tenants  in  common,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  8iili- 
sequently  born  children,  and  that  on  the  death  of  the  seooinl 
child  its  share  passed  to  its  parents:  Bigga  v.  McCarty,  fcO 
Ind.  352;  44  Am.  Rop.  320. 

§  3251.  Omission  of  Widow  in  Will. — The  omission  of 
the  widow  in  the  will  invalidates  the  will  in  many  state*, 
where  the  will  antedates  the  marriage;  while  the  will  in 
such  case  is  valid  in  some  states,  but  does  not  operate  to 
divest  the  widow  of  her  legal  share  in  her  husband's  es- 
tate; while  in  others  the  widow  may  rely  upon  and  take 
her  dower  in  the  estate.* 


§  3252.  Illegitimate  Children.  —  There  is  no  rule  of 
law  which  prohibits  an  unmarried  man  from  makiufi 
provision  by  will  for  his  illegitraate  children;'  and  the 
descendants  or  heirs  of  either  the  husband  or  wife  may, 
under  the  California  statute,  dispute  the  legitimacy  of  a 
child.'  But  a  devise  to  a  natural  daughter  of  the  testator, 
and  to  her  illegitimate  children  by  a  deceased  friend  of 
the  testator,  is  not  illegal,  nor  is  it  made  so  by  any  illicit 
intercourse  between  said  daughter  and  one  of  the  testa- 
tor's  executors,  where  there  is  no  proof  to  charge  the  tes- 
tator with  knowledge  of  such  intercourse,  or  to  show  that 
he  in  any  way  encouraged  it,  and  where  his  will  makes 
no  provision  for  the  carrying  on  of  such  intercourse  or 
for  the  maintenance  of  any  offspring  that  might  result 
therefrom.* 

§  3253.  Election  or  Renunciation  by  Devisee  or  Legatee. 
— The  doctrine  of  election  is  founded  on  the  apparent  in- 
tent of  the  testator  that  the  legatee  shall  surrender  some 
right  in  exchange  for  the  legacy,  and  therefore  election 

'  Stiinson's  Americaa  Statute  Law,  *  Smith  v.  Du  Bose,  78  Ga.  41.'!;  6 

■eo.  2840.  Am.  St.  Rep.  2()0.     See  further,  a~  to 

*  Duulap  V.  Robinson,  28  Ala.  100.  illegitimate  children,  Stiinsou's  Amur- 

'Deering's  Cal.  Civ.  Code,  sec.  VJo.  icuu  ^Statute  Law,  sec.  2615. 
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cannot  arise  where  the  legatee  had  no  interest  or  right  in 
the  thing  devised  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  wilh* 
Two  things  are  said  to  he  essential  to  originate  the  doc- 
trine of  election;  one  is,  that  the  testator  shall  give  prop- 
erty of  his  own;  the  other  is,  that  he  shall  profess  to  give 
alrio  the  property  of  his  legatee  or  devisee.''  The  doctrine 
may  arise  by  implication.  So  the  application  by  a  widow 
for  letters  testamentary  amounts  to  an  acceptance  of  the 
will.'  And  the  voluntary  execution  of  a  will  by  a  legatee  is 
held  to  be  conclusive  of  his  rights;*  but  the  principle  of 
election  by  implication  in  equity  depends  upon  the  circum- 
stance that  the  same  instrument  which  conveys  certain 
property  to  one  legatee  or  devisee  transfers  certain  other 
property  to  another  legatee  or  devisee,  and  that  the  for- 
mer beneficiary  availing  himself  of  the  instrument  in  one 
particular  must  not  defeat  its  operation  in  another.'  An 
election  may  be  made  by  application  to  a  court  of  equity, 
or  by  other  acts  or  declarations  clearly  indicating  an  in- 
tent to  do  so.®  But  one  cannot  accept  and  reject  under  the 
same  instrument,  but  is  bound  by  his  election.^  So  where 
one  has  elected  to  take  a  beneficial  interest  under  the  will, 
and  has  received  the  same,  he  cannot  afterwards  set  up  a 
claim  of  his  own  which  would  defeat  the  operation  of  the 
will.*  And  a  legatee  who  claims  under  a  will  that  devises 
away  property  of  which  he  is  the  owner  can  have  the  bene- 
fit of  his  legacy  only  upon  renouncing  in  favor  of  the  devisee 
his  right  to  the  property  devised.'  But  a  legatee  is  not  re- 
quired to  elect  either  to  give  effect  to  a  void  clause  in  the 


1  Long  V.  Wier,  2  Rich.  Eq.  283;  46 
Am.  Due.  51. 

'  McQueen  v.  McQueen,  2  Jones  Eq. 
16;  C'2  Am.  Dec.  205. 

»  Morgan  v.  Dodge,  U  N.  H.  255; 
82  Am.  Dec.  213. 

♦  Armorer  v.  Case,  9  La.  Ann.  288; 
61  Am.  Dec.  209.  But  see  Bryan  v. 
Hyre,  1  Rob.  (Va.)  94;  39  Am.  Dec.  246. 

'Tongue  v.  Nutwell,  17  Md.  212; 
79  Am.  Dec.  649. 

•Sledd's  Executor  ».  Carey,  11  B. 
Men.  181;  52  Am.  Dec.  570. 
8zr 


■  Upshaw  V.  Upsliaw,  2  Hen.  &  M. 
380;  3  Am.  Dec.  C32.  See  Lewis  v. 
Lewis,  13  Pa.  St.  71);  53  Am.  Dec-. 
443;  McGinnisr.  McGinais,  1  Ga.  496; 
Ratlitf  V.  Baldwin,  29  Ind.  16;  92  Am. 
Dec.  330. 

*  Weeks  v.  Patten,  18  Me.  42;  36 
Am.  Dec.  696. 

•  Kinnaird  v.  Williams,  8  Leigh, 
400;  31  Am.  Dec.  658;  Gore  v.  Ste- 
vens, 1  Dana,  201;  25  Am.  Dec.  141. 
See  Upshaw  v.  Upshaw,  2  Hen.  &  M. 
380;  3  Am.  Dec.  632. 
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will  or  to  renounce  all  legacies  in  his  favor.*  And  anotlur 
principle,  which  applies  equally  as  if  property  of  the  k'<,'atee 
is  given,  requires  that  no  person  claiming  under  an  instru- 
ment shall  be  allowed  to  defeat  any  of  its  provisions;*  nor 
can  a  person  claim  an  interest  under  a  will  without  ^iv. 
ing  effect  to  all  its  provisions  as  far  as  possible.^  Aiul 
the  doctrine  of  election  applie.  as  well  against  the  testa- 
tor's heirs  as  against  other  persons.*  The  election  by  tlie 
heir  to  take  as  heir,  and  his  consequent  waiver  of  a  lil'o 
estate  given  to  him  by  the  will,  does  not  in  any  manner 
affect  the  estates  of  the  remaindermen,  and  they  will  take 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  heir  had  elected  to  take  his 
life  estate  under  the  will.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  testator  bequeathed  property,  which  is 
owned  by  A,  to  B,  and  bequeathed  five  hundred  dollars  to  A. 
Held,  that  A  would  be  put  to  his  election  which  he  would  take, 
as  he  could  not  take  both:  McGinnis  v.  McGivnis,  1  Ga.  490 
After  a  provision  in  his  will  by  the  testator  directing  how  hi? 
property  may  be  divided  among  all  his  children,  he  provide? 
that  certain  property,  which  part  of  said  children  (brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  half-blood)  were  expected  to  receive  from  their 
maternal  grandfather,  should  be  divided  among  all  the  others 
in  the  same  proportion  as  his  own  property.  He  then  providi's 
that  his  estate  is  not  to  be  distributed  for  two  years,  before  the 
expiration  of  which,  but  after  the  testator's  death,  the  grnnd- 
father  dies,  leaving  to  the  children  the  expected  property.  //  /  /, 
that  to  such  a  disposition  the  equitable  doctrine  of  election  aj)- 
plied:  McQueen  v.  McQueen,  2  Jones  Eq.  16;  62  Am.  Dec.  205. 

§  3254.  Election  by  Widow  between  Benefits  Con- 
ferred by  Will  and  her  Share  in  Community  Property.— 

If  a  will,  after  certain  specific  legacies,  concludes  that  the 
testator  desires  that  the  remainder  of  his  property,  both 

1  Mallet  V.  Smith,  6  Rich.  Eq.  12;  land  instead  of  money,  or  nionej'  in- 

60  Am.  Dec.  107.  stead  of  land,   see   Baker  v.  Copen- 

^Beall   r.   Schley,  2  Gill,    181;    41  barger,  15  111.  103;  58  Am.  D.c.  (iOO; 

Am.  Dec.  415.  Slodd's  Executor  v.  Carey,  11  B.  Mom. 

•Gore  V.  Stevens,  1  Dana,  201;  25  181;  52  Am.  Dec.  570;  Fish  v.  Cusli- 

Am.  Dec.  141.  mkn,  6  Cash.  20;  52  Am.  Dec.  7G1; 

*BeaU  V.   Schley,  2  Gill,    181;    41  Smith  v.  Starr,  3  Whart.  62;  31  Am. 

Am.  Dec.  415.  Dec.  498;  Burr  v.  Sim,  1  Whart.  252; 

ofieall  V.    Schley,  2  Gill,    181;   41  29  Am.  Dec.  48, 
Am.  Dec.  415.    As  to  election  to  take 
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real  and  personal,  should  be  divided  equally  between  his 
wife  and  certain  relatives,  the  right  of  the  wife,  in  addi- 
tion to  her  half  of  the  community  property,  is  to  one  half 
of  her  husband's  half.'  But  where  C  died  seised  of  a 
largo  landed  estate  in  community  with  his  wife,  and  by 
his  will  made  a  number  of  special  devises  and  bequests, 
and  to  his  wife  devised  some  thousand  acres  of  land,  part 
of  his  head  right,  for  and  during  her  natural  life,  with  the 
proviso  that  the  land  so  devised  should  be  to  her  in  lieu 
of  any  claim  she  might  have  to  any  portion  of  the  land 
at  his  death,  it  was  decided  to  be  a  proper  case  for  elec- 
tion, and  one  in  which  the  wife  would  not  be  allowed  to 
take  under  the  will  and  also  to  claim  her  community 
rights.'* 

§  3255.  Election  by  Widow  between  Testamentary 
Provision  and  Dower — Gift  in  Lieu  or  Satisfaction  of 
Dower.  —  A  widow's  acceptance  of  a  testamentary  pro- 
vision conditioned  to  be  in  lieu  of  dower  bars  her  from 
participating  in  lapsed  legacies  under  the  will.'  The 
Kansas  statute  in  relation  to  probating  wills,  and  the 
election  of  the  widow  to  take  thereunder,  specifically 
points  out  the  course  to  be  pursued  when  she  has  not 
consented,  in  writing,  to  the  will,  and  a  substantial  com- 
pliance therewith  is  necessary  to  make  such  election 
binding.*  Where  the  husband  by  will  devises  real  estate  to 
his  wife,  which  she  accepts,  it  must  be  taken  in  lieu  of 
dower  out  of  the  lands  of  which  he  died  seised,  unless  by 
his  will  he  otherwise  declared.'  A  pecuniary  legacy  to 
the  testator's  widow,  accepted  by  her,  must  be  paid  not 
only  in  preference  to  general  legacies,  but,  if  the  abate- 
ment of  those  proves  insufficient,  in  preference,  first  to 


1  Theall  v.  Theall,  7  La.  226;  26  Am. 
Dec.  501,  and  note  503. 

»  Wells  V.  Petree,  39  Tex.  426. 

'  Matter  of  Accounting  of  Benson, 
96  N.  Y.  499;  48  Am.  Rep.  646. 


♦  James  r.  Dunstan,  38   Kan.    289; 
5  Am.  St.  Rep.  741. 

*  Kaes  V.  Gross,  92  Mo.  647;  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  767. 
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specific  bequests,  and  second,  to  specific  devises.'  Wliuro 
a  testamentary  gift  is  made  by  a  husband  to  his  wife  in 
satisfaction  of  her  waiver  of  dower  in  his  estate,  the  gift 
has  a  preference  over  all  unpreferred  legacies;  but  tho 
general  rule  does  not  prevail  if  the  will  clearly  disclose 
that  the  testator  intended  that  such  gift  should  not  have 
a  preference  over  other  bequests.? 

§  3256.    Gift  to  Wife  —  Out  of  What  Funds  Paid.  —  If 

an  annuity  for  life  is  made  to  the  widow  in  lieu  of  her 
waiver  of  dower,  and  si^ch  gift  is  unconditional  and  abso- 
lute,  but  the  testator  overestimates  the  sources  of  supply 
upon  which  its  payment  depends,  the  full  annuity  must  be 
paid  hor  as  long  as  the  estate  lasts;  and  the  source  indi- 
catcd  failing,  others  must  supply  the  deficiency.' 

§  3257.  When  Gift  or  Devise  to  Widow  is  Absolute.— 
It  is  a  question  of  much  importance  whether  a  bequest  or 
devise  to  a  wife  of  the  use  of  property,  with  a  power  to 
dispose  of  the  same,  vests  in  her  a  life  estate  merely,  or 
is  an  absolute  gift.  The  delormination  of  this  question, 
however,  depends,  as  in  all  cases  of  construction  of  wills, 
upon  the  intent  of  the  party  and  the  character  of  the 
l)roperty,  or  whether  there  be  a  limitation  over,  or  whether 
such  gift  is  coupled  with  a  power  to  sell.*  So  a  bequest 
to  the  wife  of  the  use  and  improvement  of  personal  prop- 
erty during  her  widowhood  is  an  absolute  gift  of  the 
property,  where  t!i  re  is  no  limitation  over  by  way  of 
remainder.®  If  a  testator  bequeaths  stock  to  his  wife  to 
be  disposed  of  by  her,  with  its  increase,  to  the  whole  or 
any  one  of  her  children,  as  she  may  think  proper,  at  her 

'  Borden  v.  Jenks,   140   Mass.  562;  peal,  17  Pa.  St.  449;  55  Am.  Dec.  573; 

54  Am.  Rep.  507.  Wortlien  v.  Pearson,  33  Ga.  365;  81 

»  Moore  v.   Alden,   80  Me.  307;    6  Am.  Dec.  213. 

Am.  St.  Rep.  203.     As  to  election  be-  »  Moore  v.    AlJen,    80  Me.   301;  6 

tween    testamentary    provision    and  Am.  St.  Rep.  203. 

dower,    see    also  Church    v.   Bull,   2  *  Alston  v.  Lea,  6  Jones  Eq.  27. 

Denio,  430;  43  Am.  Dec.  754;  Matter  »  Smith  v.    Gates,    2  Root,   532;  1 

of  Accounting  of  Benson,  96  N.  Y.  Am.  Dec.  89.     See  Harrison  r.  Har- 

499;  48  Am.  Rep.  646;   Melizit'a  Ap-  rison,  2  Oratt.  1;  44  Am.  Dec.  365. 
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decease,  the  wife  takes  an  estate  for  life,  with  absohito 
power  of  disposition,  which  is  a  power  coupled  with  an 
interest.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  testator  devised  all  his  real  and  pernonal 
property  to  hip  widow,  8o  long  aH  sho  live(l,  for  hor  niaiiitcnanco, 
nddiiig,  "she  sluiU  have  her  choico  to  sell  it  or  not,  iis  siio  he- 
lieves  best  for  hor";  and  in  unotlier  ciaus(^  of  the  will  j)rovidcd 
tluit"vvith  the  third  part  of  his  estiito  she  could  do  ami  be- 
queath to  whom  she  pleases."  TFrhl,  that  licr  interest  in  her 
deceased  husband's  cstnto  was  the  freehold  of  the  whoh'  estate 
during  life,  and  one  third  thereof  absolute'ly:  Mvssrhmni\'i  I'Js- 
tnte,  ol)  Pa.  St.  4G9.  A  testator  devised  tlie  whole  of  his  cstiite  to 
his  wife  during  hor  life,  and  afterwards  to  be  ecpially  divided  be- 
tween whoever  the  wife  should  thiidc  proper  to  make  her  hoir 
or  heirs,  and  the  testator's  brotlu.-r.  The  wife  died  without 
making  any  appointment.  Jlrld,  that  slu^  took  a  fee-simple  in 
the  moiety,  which  descended  after  her  death  to  her  heir  at  law: 
Shermer  v.  Shermer,  1  Wash.  (Va.)  2G6;  1  Am.  Dec.  4(10.  A  will 
contained  the  following  clause:  '*  I  give,  bequeath,  and  devise  all 
the  rest  and  residue  and  remainder  of  my  estate,  hoth  real  and 
personal,  to  my  son  E.  and  my  daughter  C,  to  be  divided  be- 
tween them,  share  and  share  alike,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the 
dower  and  thirds  of  my  wife."  .Held,  that  the  widow  took  no 
interest  in  the  personal  property:  O^Hara  v.  Dcver,  2  Abb.  Pr.,  N. 
S.,  418.  A  testator  gave  and  bequeathed  all  his  property  to  his 
wife,  "only  requesting  her,  at  the  close  of  her  life,  to  make  such 
disposition  of  the  same  among  my  children  and  grandchildren 
as  shall  seem  to  her  good."  Held,  that  the  g:ft  to  the  wife  was 
absolute:  Foose  v.  Whitmore,  82  N.  Y.  405;  87  Am.  Kep.  572. 
A  husband  devised  and  bequeathed  as  follows:  "I  give  and 
bequeath  to  my  beloved  wife,  D.  A.,  after  the  payment  of  my 

i'ust  debts,  all  my  property,  real,  personal,  and  perishable,  to  be 
lers  in  fee-simple,  so  that  she  can  have  the  right  to  give  it  to 
our  six  children  as  she  may  think  best."  Held,  under  the  terms 
of  the  will,  that  the  testator's  widow  had  the  power  to  sell,  at 
her  discretion,  any  one  part  of  the  property  for  the  payment  of 
the  debts  of  the  testator,  so  as  to  release  another  part  from  such 
debts:  Alston  v.  Lea,  6  Jones  Eq.  27.  A  testator  gave  to  his 
tife  the  "residue  and  remainder  of  his  estate  not  bequeathed," 
and  then  proceeded  to  give  to  another  what  was  left  after  pay- 
ing her  funeral  expenses.  Held,  that  an  intention  to  give  her 
an  estate  for  life  was  manifest:  Zimmerman  v.  Anders,  6  Watts 
&  S.  218;  40  Am.  Dec.  552.  A  testator,  by  will,  devised  to  his 
wife  personal  property  and  land  during  her  widowhood,  and 

1  Crase  v.  McKee,  2  Head,  1;  73  Am.  Dec.  186. 
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thereafter  directed  his  executors  to  sell,  the  proceeds  to  be  di- 
vided among  all  his  children,  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  in  equal 
shares;  also,  that  the  balance  or  residue  of  his  estate,  after  sale 
of  his  real  and  personal  estate,  should  be  divided  equally 
among  his  children,  excepting  one  daughter,  who  was  to  have 
only  the  interest  of  one  share  during  life.  Held,  that  she  took 
under  the  will  an  absolute  and  not  a  life  estate  in  one  share. 
which  her  administrator,  after  her  death,  was  entitled  to  re- 
cover: Silknitter^s  Appeal,  45  Pa.  St.  365;  84  Am.  Dec.  494. 

§3258.  What  may  be  Willed.  — Under  the  statutes 
in  most  of  the  states,  all  kinds  of  property  whatsoever,  ca- 
pable of  passing  by  descent,  or  which  would  otherwise  go 
to  the  heirs  or  personal  representatives,  may  be  disposed 
of  by  will;  and  this  extends  by  express  provision  in  many 
states  to  estates  or  interests  in  reversion  or  remainder, 
and  even  to  lands  to  which  the  testator  has  only  a  right 
of  entry,  and  of  which  he  has  been  disseised,  and  to  con- 
tingent and  executory  interests;  and  in  some  states  to 
money  due  under  a  life  insurance  policy,  to  estates  in 
severalty,  tenancies  in  common,  and  joint  tenancies,  and 
even  to  homesteads,  and  estates  for  years  and  pur  auter 
vie}  In  California  every  estate  and  interest  in  real  and 
personal  property  may  pass  by  will,  and  this  includes  fu- 
ture interests;  the  general  provision  is  subject,  however, 
to  certain  provisious  relative  to  community  property.^ 
And  in  Ohio  a  future  contingent  interest  in  real  estate  in 
the  nature  of  a  contingent  remainder  or  executory  devise 
is  transmissible  by  devise.* 

§  3259.  Description  of  Property  Willed. —  Certainty 
in  description  is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  bequest.*  But  the 
description  of  the  subject  of  a  bequest,  if  false  in  part, 
may  be  made  sufficiently  certain  to  identify  it  by  .-efer- 


'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2630.     Aa   to   exceptions  to  the 


zeneral  rule,  see  Stimson's  American    ington. 


utes  of    Arizona,    California,    Idaho, 
Louisiana,  Nevada,  Texas,  and  Wash- 


statute  Law,  sec.  2631. 

'^Deering's  Civ.  Code,  sees.  699, 
1274,  1401,  1402.  In  regard  to  com- 
munity property  in  general,  see  atat- 


"  Thompson  v.  Hoop,  6  Oiiio  St. 
480. 

*  McCall  V.  McCall,  4  Rich.  Eq.  447j 
57  Am.  Dec.  733. 
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ence  to  extrinsic  circumstances/  So  where  the  name  and 
description  in  a  devise  answer  in  the  same  degree  to  each 
of  two  objects,  the  intention  is  a  pure  question  of  fact, 
and  does  not  depend  in  any  degree  on  legal  direction.' 
By  a  devise  of  a  tract  of  land  in  fee-simple,  together  with 
all  the  crops  thereon,  whether  gathered  or  growing,  at  the 
time  of  the  testator's  death,  not  only  the  crops  of  the 
year  in  which  the  testator  died,  but  those  of  the  preced- 
ing year  remaining  on  the  land,  and  those  brought  there 
from  other  plantations,  will  pass.^  But  a  devise  of  a 
"beach  for  drift-wood  and  timber,"  where  the  testator 
owned  the  upland  adjoining  the  beach,  is  limited  by  that 
line  of  the  shore,  inward  from  the  sea,  to  which  sea-weed 
and  drift-wood  are  usually  carried  in  ordinary  seasons,  by 
the  highest  winter  floods,  and  which  is  usually  marked 
on  the  land  by  the  line  of  such  sea-drift;  and  it  will  not 
include  lands  occasionally  covered  by  sea-water  by  reason 
of  extraordinary  inundations.*  In  determining  what  de- 
scription will  pass  realty,  it  is  held  that  a  devise  of  one 
room  in  a  house  is  a  devise  of  real  estate;"  and  that  a 
devise  of  the  net  profits  of  land  is  a  devise  of  the  land 
itself  for  such  time  as  the  profits  are  devised."  So  in  de- 
vising real  estate,  absolute  certainty  of  description  is  not 
required  as  to  metes  and  bounds,  or  as  to  exact  location; 
therefore  a  devise  of  his  plantation  may  include  two  sep- 
arate tracts  of  the  testator's  land  half  a  mile  distant  from 
each  other,  but  which  were  usually  cultivated  as  one 
farm.^  But  a  devise  of  "  all  my  landed  estate,"  followed 
by  a  description  of  several  tracts  of  land,  will  not  pass  a 
lot  not  described.' 


'  McCall  V.  McCall,  4  Rich.  Eq.  447; 
57  Am.  Dec.  733. 

'  Brownfield  v.  Brownfield,  12  Pa, 
St.  13G;  51  Am.  Dec.  590. 

'  Lcirnagy  v.  Woodcock,  2  Munf. 
234;  5  Am.  Dec.  470. 

*  Brow  .i  V.  Lakeman,  17  Pick.  444; 
28  Am.  Dec.  314. 


»  White  V.  White,  16  N.  J.  L.  202; 
31  Am.  Dee.  232. 

«  Earl  V.  Rowe,  35  Me.  414;  68  Am. 
Dec.  714. 

'  Bradshaw  v.  Ellis,  2  Dev.  &B.  Eq. 
20;  32  Am.  Dec.  686. 

*  Myers  v,  Myera,  2  McCord'a  Ch. 
214;  16  Am.  Dec.  648. 
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§  3260.    When  Will  Passes  After-acquired  Property.  — 

It  was  formerly  held,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  same 
rule  would  now  obtain  in  the  absence  of  any  statutory 
provision  to  the  contrary,  that  real  estate  acquired  subse- 
quent  to  the  execution  of  the  will  is  not  affected  thereby.* 
So  it  is  decided  that  such  lands  do  not  pass  by  a  residuary 
devise,^  although  the  testator  declares  in  a  codicil  his  in- 
tention  to  pass  by  his  will  all  the  real  estate  he  may  there- 
after purchase;*  nor  will  a  devise  of  land  generally,  in  a 
will,  include  land  subsequently  acquired  by  purchase.* 
And  in  brief,  it  is  held  in  numerous  cases  that  a  will  can- 
not dispose  of  real  estate  acquired  after  the  date  of  its 
execution,  however  clearly  expressed  the  intention  of  the 
testator,  unless  there  is  a  republication  of  the  will.'  This 
rule,  however,  has  been  qualified  in  some  of  the  decisions 
to  the  extent  that  such  after-acquired  land  will  pass  with- 
out republication  if  there  be  words  sufficient  to  cover  it;' 
or  if  the  testator's  intent  that  it  should  pass  appears 
from  the  language  of  the  will;''  and  a  clause  in  a  will  in- 
tended  to  pass  after-acquired  real  estate  raises  a  case  of 
election,  and  requires  the  heirs  either  to  renounce  the 
benefits  conferred  by  the  will  or  else  their  right  in  such 
after-acquired  estate  in  favor  of  the  intended  devisee.' 
The  same  rules  govern  equitable  as  well  as  legal  estates, 
so  far  as  the  power  to  pass  after-acquired  lands  by  will  is 
concerned.'     The  statutes  are  conflicting   in  their  pro- 


» Ballard  v.  Carter,  5  Pick.  112;  16 
Am.  Dec.  377. 

»  Bruen  v.  Bragaw,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  261; 
38  Am.  Dec.  519. 

^  Girard  v.  Philadelphia,  4  Rawle, 
323;  26  Am.  Dec.  145. 

♦  Johnston  v.  Hunly,  Tayl.  305;  1 
Am.  Dec.  590;  Meador  v.  Sorsby,  2 
Ala.  712;  36  Am.  Dec.  432. 

»Beall  V.  Schley,  2  Gill,  181;  41 
Am.  Dec.  415;  Landrum  v.  Hatcher, 
11  Rich.  54;  70  Am.  Dec.  737;  Blaia- 
dell  t;.  Uight,  69  Me.  306;  31  Am.  Rep. 
278;  Jackson  v.  HoUoway,  7  Johns. 
394;    Luce    v.    Dimock,    1    Root,    82; 


Jackson  v.  Potter,  9  Johns.  .SI 2; 
Grimke  v.  Grimke,  1  Desaus.  Eq.  36G; 
Parker  v.  Cole,  2  J.  J.  Marsh.  503. 
But  see  Curling  v.  Curling,  8  Daaa, 
38;  33  Am.  Dec.  475. 

*  Dennis  v.  Dennis,  5  Rich.  4G8. 

'  Wynne  v.  Wynne,  23  Miss.  251  j 
67  Am.  Deo.  139;  Allen  v.  Harrison,  3 
Call,  289;  Raines  v.  Barker,  13  Gratt 
128;  67  Am.  Dec.  762. 

^  Beall  V.  Schley,  2  Gill,  181;  41 
Am.  Dec.  415. 

»  Meador  v.  Sorsby,  2  Ala.  712;  36 
Am.  Dec.  432. 
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visions  on  this  point,  since  in  many  states  a  will  includes 
after-acquired  property,  unless  it  appears  therefrom  that 
the  testator  intended  that  it  should  not  pass.'  In  other 
states,  however,  the  intention  that  property  so  subse- 
quently acquired  should  pass  must  appear  upon  the  will; 
otherwise,  it  does  not  pass;  and  some  states  require  such 
intention  to  manifestly,  expressly,  or  clearly  appear  in 
the  will.^  It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  common-law 
principle,  which  is,  as  we  have  shown,  enacted  in  stat- 
utory form  in  many  states,^  to  the  effect  that  a  will  speaks 
from  the  testator's  death,  ought  to  govern  in  all  this  class 
of  cases,  whether  there  are  statutory  provisions  or  not,  and 
therefore  that  all  property  owned  by  the  testator  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  ought  to  pass  by  his  will,  under  either 
a  general  or  residuary  clause.* 

§  3261.  General  Legacies.  —  A  general  legacy  is  one 
so  given  as  not  to  amount  to  a  bequest  of  a  particular 
thing,  or  money,  distinguished  from  all  others  of  the  same 
kind.« 

§  3262.  Specific  Legacies.  —  Specific  legacies  are  such 
only  as  designate  a  particular  thing  or  things  by  a  par- 
ticular description;'  or  in  other  words,  they  are  bequests  of 
a  specific  part  of  the  testator's  personal  estate  distinguished 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  same  kind.'  Such  legacies 
are  to  be  preferred  to  general  or  pecuniary  legacies;*  and 
when  of  a  definite  sum  of  money,  are  entitled  to  be  satisfied 
in  preference  to  all  others.'    A  bequest  of  all  a  man's 


*  See  statutes  of  California,  Con- 
necticut, Dakota,  Idaho,  Georgia, 
Montana,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee,  Utah,  Virginia,  and  ex- 
amine statutes  of  Maryland  and  South 
Carolina. 

*  Stimson'a  American  Statute  Law, 
tec.  2809,  supplement,  sec.  2809. 

» See  ante,  §  3155,  At  What  Time 
Will  Takes  Effect. 

*  See  Curling  v.  Curling,  8  Dana,  38; 
33  Am.  Dec.  475. 


'  Chase  v.  Lockerman,  11  Gill  &  J. 
185;  35  Am.  Dec.  277. 

*  Cooch  V.  Cooch,  5  Houst.  540;    1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  161. 

^  Chase  v.  Lockerman,  11  Gill  &>  J. 
185;  35  Am.  Dec.  277. 

*  Gallego     V.    Attorney-General,   3 
Leigh,  450;  24  Am.  Dec.  054. 

*  Duke    of    Richmond  v.  Milne,  17 
La.  312;  36  Am.  Dec.  613. 
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personal  property  is  not  a  specific  legacy;*  but  a  bequest 
of  moneys  to  be  received  from  a  decree  in  chancery  is  a 
specific  legacy.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  legacy  was  of  "all  the  mill  stock  and 
bank  stock  remaining  in  my  name  after  the  decease  of  my  said 
wife."  Held,  a  specific  legacy:  Tomlinson  v.  Buryy  145  Mass. 
346;  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  464. 

§  3263.  Residuary  Legacies,  and  Estate  under  the 
Residuary  Clause  —  Rights  of  Residuary  Devisees  and 
Legatees.  —  One  purpose  of  the  residuary  clause  is  to  dis- 
pose  of  such  things  as  may  have  been  forgotten  or  over- 
looked, or  which  may  be  unknown.'  So  a  bequest  of  the 
residue  comprehends  all  the  personalty  not  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  by  the  will,  whether  it  fall  in  by  the  lapse  of  a 
legacy  or  from  some  particular  gift  being  iller^al  and 
void,  unless  a  contrary  intention  of  the  testator  clearly 
appears  from  the  will;*  and  it  includes  void  bequests;*^  for 
a  legacy  void  for  uncertainty  will  sink  into  the  residuum.' 
But  where  a  will  provides  that  a  certain  definite  poi-tiou 
of  the  net  annual  income  of  an  estate  shall  be  paid  to 
certain  beneficiaries,  among  whom  is  the  widow,  and 
she  relinquishes  her  rights  to  her  portion  of  such  income, 
the  share  of  the  others  is  not  thereby  increased.^  Al- 
though a  residuary  bequest  generally  operates  upon  all 
the  estate  of  which  the  testator  is  possessed  at  the  time  of 
his  death,®  and  must  include  the  residue  from  all  sources,' 
yet  if  the  balance  mentioned  be  confined  to  what  is  left 
of  a  particular  fund,  it  is  a  special  bequest  only.***  But  the 
words  **  not  otherwise  disposed  of  in  this  will "  do  not 


1  Cooch  i\  Cooch,  5  Houst.  540;  I 
Am.  St.  Rep.   1(51. 

*  Chase  v.  Lockerman,  11  Gill  &  J. 
185;  35  Am.  Dec.  277. 

»  Ireland  v.  Foust,  3  Jones  Eq.  498. 


'  Ford  V.  Ford,  70  Wis.  19;  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  117. 

8  Donohoo  V.  Lea,  1  Swan,  119;  55 
Am.  Dec.  725. 

'  Mahorner  v.  Hooe,  9  Smedes  &  M. 


♦  Sorrey  v.  Bright,  1  Dev.  &  B,  Eq.     247:  18  Am.  Dec.  706. 
113;  28  Am.  Dec.  584.  "'Mahorner  v.  Hooe,  9 Smedes &M. 

»  Barton  v.  King,  41  Miss.  288.  247;  48  Am.  Dec.  706. 

«Clarke  v.  Cotton,  2  Dev.  Eq.  301; 
24  Am.  Dec.  279. 
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have  the  effect  of  restricting  a  devise  to  a  particular  resi- 
due. These  words  do  not  express  any  other  intention 
than  that  which  is  necessarily  im])lied  in  every  residuary 
bequest,  and  they  must  be  construed  with  reference  to  the 
well-established  rule  that  a  residuary  bequest  of  personal 
estate  carries  not  only  everything  not  disposed  of,  but 
every  thing  that,  in  the  event,  turns  out  not  to  be  disposed 
of.^  Lands  devised  specifically  to  the  wife  and  children 
do  not  come  within  the  operation  of  a  residuary  clause  in 
a  will  providing  that  certain  tracts  of  land  shall  pass  to 
the  executor,  in  trust,  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  divided 
between  the  wife  and  children,  and  directing  the  executor 
"to  keep  my  estate  together,  and  not  to  hand  over  any  of 
the  devises  or  legacies  "  until  the  happening  of  a  certain 
event.  As  to  the  lands  specifically  devised,  the  words  "  not 
to  hand  over  "  have  no  application  whatever.^  So  where 
a  residuary  fund  is  given  by  will  to  the  children,  nominatim, 
by  the  testator,  or  where  it  is  given  to  a  certain  number 
of  the  children  to  be  divided  equally  between  them,  if  one 
of  them  die  before  the  testator,  his  or  her  share  will  lapse, 
but  will  not  fall  into  the  residue  for  the  benefit  of  the 
others.  Such  lapsed  residuary  share  must  be  distributed 
among  the  next  of  kin  of  the  testator.''  And  if,  under  a 
disposition  of  the  residuum  of  personal  estate  by  will  into 
two  parts,  the  first  disposition  be  invalid,  the  sum  which 
it  was  the  purpose  thereby  to  dispose  of  does  not  go  to 
the  legatee  of  the  other  part,  but  to  the  next  of  kin  of  the 
decedent.*  So  a  statute  that  every  devise  of  all  the  testa- 
tor's real  estate  shall  pass  all  the  real  estate  he  may  be 
entitled  to  devise  at  his  death  does  not  apply  to  a  residu- 
ary clause  in  a  will,  where  particular  pieces  of  property 
are  devised  to  particular  devisees,  but  only  to  cases  where 


'  Cunningham  v.  Cunningham,  18 
B.  Mon.  19;  68  Am.  Dec.  718.  See 
Perry  v.  High,  3  Head,  349. 

'Patton  V.  Patton,  Winat.  Eq.  20; 
86  Am.  Dec.  448. 


'Winston  v.  Webb.  Phill.  Eq.  1; 
93  Am.  Dec.  599. 

*  Beekmau  v.  Bouaor,  23  N.  Y.  298; 
80  Am.  Dec.  269. 
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the  will  purports  to  devise  all  the  property  equally  or  in 
proportions  to  the  devisees  named  in  it.'  But  where,  by 
a  residuary  clause  of  a  will,  the  testator  directs  all  the 
residue  of  his  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  to  be  divided 
into  eight  equal  shares  or  parts,  and  then  to  be  distributed 
among  certain  devisees,  it  is  fairly  to  be  inferred  that  the 
testatoi-  designed  that  the  entire  residue  of  his  real  and 
personal  estate  should  be  sold  by  his  executors,  and  tlic 
proceeds  be  equally  divided  among  the  eight  residuary 
legatees."  So  all  reversionary  and  contingent  intero.-ts  in 
the  property  of  the  testator  remaining  undispo.-ed  of 
should  pass  under  a  residuary  clause.^  So  a  mort- 
gage,  owned  by  the  testator  at  the  time  of  making  hi, 
all,  passes  under  a  residuary  devise  of  "all  his  estate, 
whether  real  or  personal."*  And  the  surplus  income  from 
the  tf-'stator's  crops  passes  to  a  residuary  legatee  after  the 
payment  cf  the  testator's  debts  and  an  annuity  with  which 
they  are  charged,  although  the  will  directs  that  after  the 
death  of  the  annuitant  the  corpus  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
divided  among  other  legatees.®  So  where  the  testator  be- 
queaths one  third  of  his  personal  estate  to  his  wife,  and 
the  other  two  thirds  to  residuary  legatees,  and  the  bequest 
to  the  wife  lapses  by  her  death  before  the  death  of  the 
testator,  the  personal  property  bequeathed  to  the  wife  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  residuum,  and  passes  to  the  residuary 
legatees.®  If  personal  property  be  not  given  specifically, 
but  generally,  or  as  the  residue  of  personal  estate,  it  must 
be  converted  into  money,  the  interest  only  to  be  enjoyed 
by  the  tenant  for  life,  and  the  principal  reserved  for  the 
remainderman,  and  this  rule  prevails,  unless  there  be  in 
the  will  an  indication  of  a  contrary  intention.' 


*  Bowen  v.  Johnson,  6  Ind.  1 10;  61 
Am.  Dec.  110. 

*  Vanness  v.  Jacobus,  17  N.J.  Eq.  153. 


*  Drayton  v.  Rose,  7  Rich.  Eq.  328; 
64  Am.  Dec.  731. 
^  Cunningham  v,   Cunningham,  18 


Craig   V.    Craig,  3  Barb.  Ch.  76;    B.  Mon.  19;  68  Am.  Dec.  718. 


Read  v.   Payne,  3  Call,  225;  2  Am. 
Dec.  650. 

*  Ballard  v.  Carter,   6  Pick.  112;  16 
Am.  Deo.  377. 


'  Rowe's  Executor  v.  White,  16  N. 
J.  Eq.  411;  84  Am.  Dec.  169.  See 
Healey  v.  Toppan,  45  N.  H.  243;  86 
Am.  Dec.  159. 
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§  3264.  Cumulative  Legacies. — Where  the  same  sum 
of  money  is  given  twice  to  the  same  legatee  in  the  same 
writing,  he  can  take  only  one  of  the  sums  bequeathed;  the 
latter  sum  is  presumed  to  be  a  substitution  of  the  former; 
and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  legatee  to  rebut  this  presump- 
tion, and  show  a  contrary  intention.  But  where  the  two 
bequests  are  in  different  instruments,  as  by  will  in  the 
one  case  and  by  codicil  in  the  other,  the  presumption  is 
in  favor  of  the  legatee  taking  both  sums.'  But  the  pre- 
sumption in  either  case,  whether  against  the  cumulation 
or  in  favor  of  it,  is  liable  to  be  controlled  or  repelled  by 
internal  evidence  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case.' 


§  3265.  When  Legacy  is  Charge  upon  Land. — A  devise 
by  a  testator  of  all  the  residue  of  his  estate,  real  and  per- 
sonal, after  bequests  of  legacies,  implies  a  charge  upon  the 
land  devised  for  the  payment  of  the  sums  bequeathed.' 
So  when  a  testator  blends  real  with  personal  estate  in  one 
fund,  the  legacies  given  are  a  charge  upon  the  land.* 
And  a  particular  legacy  is  a  charge  upon  the  real  estate, 
if  the  heir  be  admitted  before  it  is  discharged.*  But  an 
express  charge  in  favor  of  some  of  the  legatees  does  not 
affect  a  charge  which  arises  by  implication  in  favor  of  all 
the  legatees,  from  the  fact  that  the  testator  has  blended 
his  realty  and  personalty  into  one  fund."  As  a  general 
rule,  however,  real  estate  is  not  chargeable  with  the  pay- 
ment of  pecuniary  legacies,  unless  the  intention  of  the 
testator  so  to  charge  it  is  expressly  declared  or  may  be 
fairly  deduced  from  the  language  of  the  will.  Where  it  is 
manifested  from  the  whole  will  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  testator  that  the  legacies  should  be  paid  at  all  events, 

'  Dewitt  V.  Yates,  10  Johns.  156;  6  *  McLanahaa  v.  Wyant,  1  Penr.  & 

Am.  Dec.  326.  W.  96;  21  Am.  Dec.  363. 

'  Dewitt  V.  Yates,  10  Johns.  156;  6  '  Duke  (>f  Richmond  v.  Milne,  17 

Am.  Dec.  326.     See  further,  as  to  cu-  La.  312;  36  Am.  Dec.  613. 

mulative  legacies,  Wilson  v.  O'Leary,  '  McLanahan  v.  Wyant,  1  Penr.  St 

L  R.  7  Ch.  448.  W.  96;  21  Am.  Deo.  363. 

•Becker  v.  Kehr,  49  Pa.  St.  223; 
Gallagher's  Appeal,  48  Pa.  St.  121. 
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the  implication  is,  that  the  residuary  legatee  or  devisee 
shall  only  have  the  remainder  after  the  satisfaction  of  the 
previous  dispositions.  A  will  whereby  the  testator,  after 
making  several  bequests,  without  creating  an  express  trust 
to  pay  them,  blonds  the  realty  and  personalty  together  as 
one  fund,  in  the  residuary  clause,  manifests  an  inteiitiou 
to  charge  a  bequest  of  money  on  the  land.'  And  a  be- 
quest of  the  residue  of  all  the  testator's  real  and  personal 
estate  is  evidence  of  an  intention  to  make  the  pecuniary 
legacies  a  charge  on  the  real  estate,  and  slight  indications 
of  that  intent  in  other  parts  of  the  will  are  sufficient  to 
make  them  a  charge.  The  words,  "  not  herein  otherwise 
disposed  of,"  added  to  the  residuary  clause,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  personal  property  was  insufficient  to  paj' 
debts,  is  sufficient  evidence  of  this  intention.^  So  where  an 
estate  is  charged  with  an  annuity,  it  is  charged  upon  the 
whole  estate  not  specifically  devised  or  bequeathed.'  And 
legacies  charged  upon  the  issue  of  lands  devised  stand 
upon  the  same  footing  as  land,  when  called  to  contribute 
to  the  payment  of  debts;  and  in  such  case  the  legatees 
and  devisees  of  the  land  must  contribute  ratably  according 
to  value.*  And  a  devisee  accepting  land  charged  with  a 
legacy  makes  himself  personally  and  absolutely  liable  for 
its  payment;*  and  the  devisee's  liability  does  not  prevent 
the  legacy's  continuing  as  a  charge  upon  the  land.^ 


»  Knotts  V.  Bailey,  54  Miss.  235;  28 
Am.  Rep.  348;  Montgomery  v.  Mc- 
Elroy,  3  Watta  &  S.  370;  38  Am. 
Dec.  771. 

»  Dey  V.  Day,  19  N.  J.  Eq.  137.  See 
Thayer  v.  Finnegan,  134  Mass.  62;  45 
Am.  Rep.  285. 

»  Treut  V.  Trent,  Gilmer,  174;  9  Am. 
Dec.  594. 

*  McCampbell  v.  McCampbell,  5 
Litt.  92;  15  Am.  Dec.  48. 

»  Glen  V.  Fisher,  6  Johns.  Ch.  33;  10 
Am.  Dec.  310. 

•  Birdsall  v.  Hewlett,  1  Paige,  32; 
19  Am.  Dec.  392.  But  see  McLanahan 
V.  Wyant,  1  Penr.  &  W.  9l>,  21  Am. 
Dec.  363,  where  it  is  held  that  a 
purchaser  of  land  at  a  sheriff's  sale 


takes  it  discharged  of  the  legacy.  A 
legacy  charged  on  land  devised  is 
payable  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sale 
thereof  on  execution  against  the  dev- 
iaee,  although  the  sale  may  be  made 
expressly  subject  to  au  iuterniediate 
mortgage;  but  the  legatee  may  liave 
the  sale  set  aside  if  it  does  uotproiliae 
enough  to  pay  the  legacy:  Twer's 
Appropriation,  9  Watts  &  S.  103;  42 
Am.  Dec.  319.  Where  a  testator  ex- 
pressly charges  the  payment  of  certain 
specified  debts  upon  the  whole  of  ids 
property,  and  sets  apart  a  fund  for 
the  satisfaction  of  his  general  credi- 
tors, the  latter  may  require  the  speci- 
fied debts  to  be  discharged  out  of  the 
general  estate  so  as  to  obtain  payment 
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Illustrations. — A  will  devised  land  to  A,  and  provided  tliat 
B  shall  "  have  her  support  out  of  the  land."  Held,  that  the 
legacy  was  not  a  charge  on  the  land:  Gray  v.  Went,  93  N.  C. 
442;  53  Am.  Rep.  462.  Where  the  words  of  a  will  were,  "  I 
direct  the  payment  of  all  my  just  debts,"  held,  that  a  charge 
was  created  on  the  whole  estate  for  the  payment  of  the  testator's 
debts:  Trent  v.  Trent,  Gilmer,  174;  9  Am.  Dec.  594.  A  testa- 
tor devised  one  third  of  a  certain  realty  to  each  of  tiiroe  daugh- 
ters, but  directed  that  in  case  one  of  them  had  no  heir  of  her  l)ody 
at  her  death,  her  share  should  go  to  her  sisters,  they  paying 
her  "in  lieu  thereof"  a  certain  sum  of  money.  Held,  that  the 
legacy  was  not  a  charge  on  the  land:  Montgomery  v.  MrElroy,  3 
Watts  &  S.  370;  38  Am.  Dec.  771.  The  only  expression  in  a 
will  tending  to  manifest  an  intention  that  the  real  estate  should 
be  chargeable  with  the  legacies  was  the  following  clause,  occur- 
ring immediately  after  the  appointment  of  the  executors,  viz., 
"investing  them  with  all  power  necessary  to  execute  that 
ample  trust."  Held,  that  such  expression  was  not  sufTicient  to 
charge  the  legacies  on  the  land:  Leigh  v.  Savidge,  14  N.  J.  Eq. 
124.  A  devise  was  of  all  the  testator's  realty  and  personalty, 
the  devisee  '*  paying  the  legacies  hereinafter  mentioned."  Held, 
that  the  land  was  charged  with  the  legacy:  Tower's  Appropri- 
ation, 9  Watts  &  S.  103;  42  Am.  Dec.  319.  A  testatrix  appointed 
her  eldest  son  executor,  and  gave  him  all  her  property,  he  to 
pay  her  debts  and  the  school  and  college  expenses  of  her 
younger  son,  making  no  other  provision  for  the  younger  son. 
Her  personal  property  amounted  to  twenty  dollars,  and  her 
real  estate  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  JTeld,  that 
the  legacy  was  a  charge  on  the  real  estate:  Thayer  v.  Finnegan, 
134  Mass.  62;  45  Am.  Rep.  285. 

§  3266.  Legacies,  when  a  Charge  on  Land  —  Subro- 
gation to  the  Rights  of  Creditors.  —  A  legatee  whose 


themselves  out  of  the  particular  fund: 
Trent  v.  Trent,  Gilmer,  174;  9  Am.  Dec. 
SO'i.  Legacies  chargeable  upon  lands 
given  in  remainder  after  a  life  estate, 
the  remainder  being  upon  a  certain 
condition,  cannot,  upon  the  happening 
of  the  condition  during  the  life  of  the 
first  devisee,  be  recovered  in  equity; 
for  such  remainderman  is  not  obliged 
to  pay  such  legacies,  though  vested, 
until  the  lands  have  come  into  his 
possession:  Spence  r.  Robins,  6  Gill 
&  J.  507;  26  Am.  Dec.  587.  A  legacy 
of  money  secared  upon  real  estate  is 
not  a  heritable  bond,  within  the  mean- 


ing of  that  term  as  understood  under 
the  laws  of  Scotland:  Dulie  of  Rich- 
mond V.  Milne,  17  La.  312;  .SG  Am, 
Dec.  613.  Charging  the  estate  with 
the  payment  of  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  devisees  does  not  prevent  its 
limitation  over  by  way  of  executory 
devise:  Jackson  v.  Staats,  II  Johns. 
337;  6  Am.  Dec.  376.  The  costs  of 
a  suit  to  recover  a  legacy  charged  on 
lands  in  the  hands  of  the  devisee, 
where  payment  is  refused,  become 
also  a  charge  on  the  land:  Birdsall  r. 
Hewlett,  1  Paige,  32;  19  Am.  Dec. 
392. 
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legacy  has  been  absorbed  in  payment  of  the  debts  uf 
the  testator  may  have  it  out  of  undivided  realty  by  sub- 
rogation  to  the  rights  of  creditors.*  So  if  the  creditors 
of  a  decedent  seize  and  apply  to  the  satisfaction  of  their 
claims  any  personal  property  which  has  been  specifically 
bequeathed,  the  legatee  is,  in  a  court  of  equity,  entitled 
to  stand  in  the  place  of  such  creditors,  and  to  subject  the 
lands  descended  to  the  payment  of  his  legacy.^ 

§  3267.  Encumbrances  on  Estate  are  Charge  upon 
Property. —  Encumbrances  placed  upon  the  estate  subse- 
quent to  the  execution  of  the  will  only  operate  as  a 
charge  upon  such  property,  and  the  estate  passes  subject 
thereto.' 

§3268.  Distinction  between  Terms  "Vested"  and 
"Contingent,"  as  Applied  to  Legacies.  —  It  has  been  said 
that  perhaps  no  question  can  arise  in  the  course  of  legal 
inquiries  more  doubtful  in  its  nature,  or  less  referable  to 
fixed  and  certain  rules  and  principles,  than  whether  the 
words  of  a  devise  or  bequest  constitute  a  vested  or  con- 
tingent  interest;*  and  the  apparent  conflict  among  the 
numerous  authorities  upon  the  subject  as  to  when  a 
legacy  is  vested  and  when  contingent  would  seem  to  be 
really  due  to  the  ever-varying  language  of  testamentary 
instruments  as  affecting  intention.*  The  leading  inquiry 
upon  which  the  question  of  vesting  or  not  vesting  turns 
is,  whether  the  gift  is  immediate,  and  the  time  of  pay- 
ment or  of  enjoyment  only  postponed;  or  is  future  and 
contingent,  depending  upon  the  beneficiary  arriving  of 


1  Hope  V.  Wilkinson,  14  Lea,  21;  62 
Am.  Kep.  149. 

*  Trumbo  v.  Sorrency,  .S  T.  B.  Mon. 
284;  16  Am.  Deo.  103.  See  Robarda 
V.  Wortham,  2  Dev.  Eq.  173;  22  Am. 
Dec.  738;  Chase  v.  Loockerman,  11  Gill 
&  J.  185;  .35  Am.  Dec.  277. 

*  See  statutes  of  Alabama,  Arkan- 
sas, California,  Dakota,  Idaho,  Indi- 
ana, Kajuas,  Missouri,  Montana,  New 


York,  Nevada,  Ohio,  Oregon,  Utah, 
and  Washington.  As  to  boud»,  coa- 
tracts,  agreements,  etc.,  affecting 
property  devised  or  bequeathed,  see 
statutes  referred  to  in  Stimsou's  Amer- 
ican Statute  Law,  sec.  2810  c. 

*  Parker,  C.  J.,  in  Shattuck  v.  Sted- 
man,  2  Pick.  469. 

^  Jennings  V.  Barry,  5  Demareat,  531, 
535. 
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age,  or  surviving  some  other  person,  or  the  like.'  And 
the  general  rule,  frequently  stated  in  the  authorities,  is, 
that  if  futurity  is  annexed  to  the  substance  of  the  gift, 
the  vesting  is  suspended;  but  when  the  gift  is  absolute, 
and  the  time  of  payment  only  is  postponed,  the  gift  is 
not  suspended,  but  vests  at  once.^  This  rule,  though  it 
amounts  practically  to  saying  that  if  the  gift  is  future  it 
is  not  present,  has  nevertheless  been  useful  in  drawing 
sharply  the  distinction  between  a  gift  presently  given 
and  its  deferred  j^ayment.'  Briefly,  a  legacy  is  to  be 
taken  as  contingent  or  vested,  just  as  the  contingency,  if 
any,  is  annexed  to  the  gift  or  to  the  payment  of  it.*  The 
point  which  determines  the  vesting  is  not  whether  time 
is  annexed  to  the  gift,  but  whether  it  is  annexed  to  the 
substance  of  the  gift  as  a  condition  precedent.®  It  is 
held  that  legacies  payable  at  a  future  time  certain  to  ar- 
rive, and  not  subject  to  conditions  precedent,  are  vested. 
On  the  other  hand, legacies  only  payable  on  an  event  which 
may  never  happen,  and  hence  subject  to  a  condition 
precedent,  are  contingent.'  It  is  held  in  New  Jersey  that 
whether  a  legacy  is  vested  or  contingent  depends  upon 
the  event,  and  not  upon  the  time.  If  the  event  is  uncer- 
tain, the  legacy  is  contingent,  though  the  time  is  fixed; 
and  if  certain,  the  legacy  is  vested,  although  the  time  is 
uncertain."  According  to  the  prevailing  doctrine,  a  post- 
ponement of  the  time  of  payment  will  not  of  itself  make 
a  legacy  contingent,  unless  it  be  annexed  to  the  sub- 
stance of  the  gift;  or,  as  it  is  sometimes  said,  unless  it  be 


>  Everitt  v.  Everitt,  29  N.  Y.  39. 
'  Van  Wyck  v.  Bloodgood,  1  Bradf. 


•  Scott  V.  West,  63  Wis    529,  566. 
See  Taylor  r.   Mosher,  "•    Md.   44.S; 


154;  Ex  parte  Turk,  1  Bradf.  110;  Dale  v.  White,  33  Conn.  Hxli;  Patter- 
Scofield  V.  Orcutt,  120  111.  362;  War-  son  v.  Hawthorn,  12  Serg.  &  R.  112; 
ner  v.  Durant,  76  N.  Y.  133, 136;  Colt    Reed  v.  Buckley,  5  Watts  &  S.  517;  40 


V.  Hubbard,  33  Conn.  281. 
»  Smith  V.  Edwards,  88  N.  Y.  92, 103. 
*  Peniiock  v.  Eagles,  102  Pa.  St.  290; 


Am.  Dec.  531,  and  note  534;  Thomas 
V.  Anderson,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  22. 

'  Beatty  v.  Montgomery,  21   N.  J. 


Major  V.  Major,  32  Gratt.  819;  Reed's    Eq.  324.     See  also  Clayton  i>.  Somers, 


Appeal,  118  Pa.  St.  215;  4  Am.  St 
Rop.  588. 

"McClure's    Appeal,    72    Pa.    St, 
414. 
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Hare,  459;  Edwards  v.  Edwarils,  15 
Beav.  357;  Whittoa  v.  Field,  9  Beav. 
368. 
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upon  an  event  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  to  he  prosumoil 
tliat  the  testator  meant  to  make  no  gift  unless  tiiat  event 
happened.*  Thus  where  the  legacy  is  given,  payahle  or 
to  be  paitl  wlien  the  legatee  attains  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  the  legacy  vests  immediately  upon  the  death  of  the 
testator.  It  is  a  present  gift,  the  time  of  j  ent  omIv 
being  postponed;  but  when  the  time  is  annexed,  not  to 
the  payment  only,  but  to  the  gift  itself, —  as  when  the 
legacy  is  given  to  the  legatee  at  twenty-one,  or  "if "  or 
"when"  he  attains  the  age  of  twenty-one, —  the  legiicy 
does  not  vest  until  the  legatee  attains  that  age.  Ilii 
attaining  the  age  specified  is  a  condition  precedent;  and 
if  the  condition  be  not  fulfilled,  the  legacy  never  vests.- 
This  rule  was  adopted  by  the  English  jurists  from  the 
civil  law  at  a  comparatively  early  period,  and  it  has  been 
frequently  applied  by  the  courts,  both  in  England  and  in 
this  country,  as  will  appear  from  an  examination  of  the 
cases  already  cited.* 

§  3269.  Law  Favors  Vesting  of  Legacies.  —  The  doc- 
trine that  the  law  favors  the  vesting  of  estates  is  firmly 
established  by  authority,''  and  wills  should,  if  possible,  be 
construed  in  favor  of  vesting  estates.*  If  there  are  clear 
words  of  gift  of  a  vested  interest  to  parties,  the  court  will 
not  permit  that  absolute  gift  to  be  defeated,  unless  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  the  very  case  has  happened  in  which 


»  Loder  v.  Hatfield,  71  N.  Y.  92,  98; 
Van  Wjckt>.  Bloodgood,  1  Bradf.  154. 
But  see  Anderaoa  v.  Feltou,  1  Ired. 
£q.  65. 

»  GiflFord  V.  Thome,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  702; 
Clayton  v.  Somers,  27  N.  J.  Eq.  230. 
And  see  Patterson  v.  Ellis,  1 1  Wend. 
260;  Hanson  v.  Graham,  6  Ves.  239; 
Snow  V.  Snow,  49  Me.  159;  Colt  v. 
Hub1)ard,  33  Conn.  281;  Nixoii  v. 
Bobbins,  24  Ala.  663;  Watkins  v. 
Quarrels,  23  Ark.  351;  Allen  v.  Wbit- 
tuker,  34  Ga.  6. 

^  See  also  Colt  v.  Hubbard,  33  Conn. 
285;  Bead  v.  Buckley,  5  Watts  &  S. 
517;  40  Am.  Dec.  531;  Lock  v.  Lamb, 


L.  R.  4  Eq.  372;  Bruse  v.  Charltou,  13 
Sim.  65,  68;  Phelpa  r.  I'liulps,  2S 
Barb.  121;  Brown  v.  Brown,  44  N.  H. 
281. 

♦  See  Moore  v.  Lyons,  25  Wend. 
119,  142;  Harris  n.  Carpenter,  109  Iml. 
540;  Byrnes  v.  Stilwell,  103  N.  Y. 
453;  57  Am.  Rep.  760;  Crossman  i. 
Grossman,  6  Denio,  148;  Suotield  v. 
Olcott,  120  111.  302;  McCall's  Appeal, 
86  Pa.  St.  254.  See  Stimson's  Ameii- 
can  Statute  Law,  sec.  2815. 

*  Towns  V.  WiUiams,  41  Mich.  5o'2; 
Embury  v.  Sheldon,  68  N.  Y.  2.':; 
Byrd  V.  Byrd,  40  Pa.  St.  182;  Myoi c 
Eisler,  29  Md.  28. 
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it  is  declared  that  the  interest  shall  not  arise;*  and  the 
principle  is  maintained  that  when  conditional  words  are 
used  in  a  will,  which,  if  unexplained,  would  prevent  tho 
vesting  of  a  legacy,  such  words  will  not  be  allowed  to 
defeat  the  intention  of  the  testator  that  the  legacy  sliould 
vest  immediately,  when  it  is  apparent  from  the  other  por- 
tions of  the  will  that  it  should  so  vest.'     So  the  gift  of  a 
legacy  under  the  form  of  a  direction  to  pay  at  a  future 
time  or  upon  a  future  *■      iit  is  not  loss  favorable  to  vest- 
ing than  a  simple  and  dirett  bequest  of  a  legacy  at  a  like 
future  time  or  upon  a  like  event.     The  question  is  one 
of  substance,  and    not  of  form;   and  in    all   cases   it   is, 
whether  the  testator  intended  it  as  a  condition  precedent 
that  the  legatees  should  survive  the  time  appointed   by 
him  for  the  payment  of  their  legacies,  and  the  answer  to 
this  question  must  be  sought  for  out  of  the  whole  will, 
and  not  in  the  particular  expressions  in  which  the  gift  is 
made.'     So    although  in  all  cases  of  doubtful  construc- 
tion the  courts  lean  towards  vested  interests,  yet  where 
it  appears  from  express  declaration    or  clear  inference 
that  the  testator  intended  to  confine  his  bequest  to  those 
only  who  answer  the  description  at  the  happening  of  a 
certain  contingency,  such  intention  must  be  carried  into 
effect.*     In  other  words,   whenever  the  meaning  can  be 
ascertained  it  must  govern,  whether  it  result  in  contin- 
gent or  vested   interests.*      The    leaning   of  the   courts 
towards  a  vested   rather   than  a  contingent   interest   is 
probably  because  testators  have  in  view  the  immediate 
henefit  of  a  legatee,  though  they  may  wish  to  postpone  the 
actual  enjoyment  of  it  to  a  future  period,  when  the  legatee 
might  make  a  better  use  of  the  testator's  bounty.' 


>  Austin  V.  Bristol,  40  Conn.  120, 
\%;  16  Am.  Rep.  23.  See  Harrison  w. 
Foreman,  5  Vea.  209;  Weatherhead  v. 
Stoddard,  58  Vt.  623;  56  Am.  Rep. 
673;  McLeod  v.  McDonald,  6  Ala.  236. 

'  Nixon  V.  Robbins,  24  Ala.  663. 

•Leeining  v.  Sharratt,  2  Hare,  14; 
Read's  Appeal,  118  Pa.  St.  215;  4  Am. 
St.  Rep,  588,  and  note  592. 


*  Austin  V.  Bristol,  40  Conn.  120;  16 
Am.  Rep.  23. 

»  Oliiey  V.  Hall,  21  Pick.  311.  See 
Smith's  Appeal,  23  Pa.  St.  9;  Knight 
V.  Cameron,  14  Ves.  389. 

*  Shattuck  V.  Stedman,  2  Pick.  467; 
Brown  r.  Brown,  44  N.  H.  281 ;  Van- 
hook  V.  Vanhook,  1  Der.  &  B.  £q.  589, 
596. 
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§  3270.    When  Legacy  is  Vested  and  when  Contingent 
—  General  Rules.  —  If  a  legacy  be  given  generally  without 
appointing  the  time  for  its  payment,  it  vests  immediately 
upon  the  testator's  death.     It  is  an  interest  in   prassenli 
solvendum  in  futuro;  and  if  the  legatee  dies  befors  he  is 
allowed  to  adopt  coercive  measures  with  a  view  to  its  re- 
covery, his  personal  representative  will  be  entitled  to  the 
legacy.*     When,  however,  a  period  beyond  the  testator's 
death   is  prescribed  by  the  will  for  the  payment  of  the 
legacy,  it  often  becomes  a  perplexing  question  whetlicr  it 
is  vested  or  contingent;  and  in  ascertaining  the  testator  s 
intention  in  this  respect  it  has  become  an  established 
rule  of   construction  tb       a   bequest,  payable  or  to  he 
paid  at  the  end  of  an'    "jrtain  and  determinate  period, 
confers  on  the  legatee  a  vested  interest  immediately  on 
the  testator's  death;  for  the  words  "payable"  or  "to  he 
paid"  are  supposed  to  disannex  the  time  from  the  gift  to 
the  legacy  so  as  to  leave  the  gift  imm  ;diate,  in  the  same 
manner  in  respect  of  its  vesting  as  if  the  bequest  stood 
singly,  and  contained  no  mention  of  time.^     In  a  legacy 
to  A,  and  if  he  dies  before  attaining  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  then  to  B,  the  interest  of  B,  though  dependent  upon 
a  contingency,  is  transmissible.     It  would  be  otherwise, 
however,  if  the  gift  over  was  to  B  at  twenty-one;  for  if  he 
should  die  before  attaining  that  age  he  could  never  take, 
and  could  therefore  have  nothing  to  transmit.*    Although 
time  or  other  considerations  be  annexed  to  the  substance 
of  the  gift,  and  not  merely  to  the  payment,  yet  when  an 
interest,  whether  by  way  of  maintenance  or  otherwise,  is 
given  to  the  legatee  in  the  mean  time,  the  legacy  will, 
notwithstanding   the  gift   appears  to  be  postponed,  vest 
immediately  upon  the  death  of  the  testator.     This  cir- 

»  Marr  w.  McCulIough,  6  Port.  507;  Thomas  v.  Anderion,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  22, 

Domiuick  v.  Moore,  2  Bradf.  201;  Fel-  26. 
tou  V.  Sawyer,  41  N.  H.  202,  212.  » Chess's  Appeal,  87  Pa.  St.  3112;  ;^0 

» Major    V.    Major,  32  Gratt.    819,  Am.    Rep.  3lil;    Kelso  v.    Dakev,  7 

823;  Kimball  v.  Crocker,  5.1  Ma.  2(33;  Wa-.t-^  &  S.  270.    See  Barker  v.  iiuutli- 

Pattersoa    v.    EUU,    11    VVeud.  259;  erlaud,  6  Deuio,  220, 
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cumstance    indicates  an    intention   that    the  beneficial 
enjoyment  shall  begin  at  once,  and  payment  only  of  tlie 
principal  or  capital  be  postponed.*     In  other  words,  the 
gift  of  a  legacy  to  be  paid  upon  a  future  uncertain  event, 
with  a  direction  to  pay  to  the  legatee  the  interest  accruing 
iu  the  mean  time,  sufficiently  indicates  that  it  was  not  the 
testator's  intention  to  make  the  legacy  conditional.*    The 
rule  is  otherwise,  however,  where  tlie  gift  or  interest  or 
maintenance  is  distinct,  and  the  direction  is  to  pay  or 
transfer  the  principal  sum  at  the  specified  age,  or  upon 
the  condition  named.'     So  the  rule  applies  exclusively  to 
cases  in  which  the  entire  interest  or  income  is  in  the 
irean  time  to  be  paid  to  the  legatee.*     But  where  the  tes- 
tator directs  a  fund  to  be  invested,  and  bequeaths  the 
interest  to  A,  and  the  principal  after  A's  death  to  B,  the 
latter  takes  a  vested  interest  in  the  legacy  at  the  death  of 
the  testator,"  and  where  the  benefit  of  a  legacy  is  given 
for  life  to  one,  and  after  his  death  to  another,  the  interest 
of  the  second  legatee  is  vested,  and  his  personal  represent- 
ative would  be  entitled  to  the  property,  though  he  die  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  person  to  whom  the  property  is  be- 
queathed for  life;'   and  although  there  be  no  other  gift 
than  that  which  appears  iu  the  direction  to  pay  or  dis- 
tribute in  futuro,  yet  if   such  payment  or  distribution 
seems  to  be  postponed  for  the  convenience  of  the  fund  or 
property,  as  where  the  future  gift  is  only  postponed  to  let 
in  some  other  interest,  the  bequest  vests  immediately,  and 


'  Provenchere's  Appeal,  67  Pa.  Sfc. 
463,  466;  Bayard  v.  Atkyns.  10  Pa. 
St.  15,  20;  Robert  v.  Corning,  SO  N. 
Y.  225;  Green  v.  Green,  86  N.  0.  546; 
Read's  Api)eal,  118  Pa.  St.  215;  4  Am. 
St.  Uep.  588. 

'  Marr  v.  McCullough,  6  Port.  507. 
See  Nixon  v.  Kubiason,    24  Ala.   663, 

m. 

^  Pleasanton's  Appeal,  99  Pa.  St. 
362.  See  Anderson  v.  Felton,  1  Ired. 
Eq.  55. 

*  Matter   of   Baker,    6    Demareat, 


271;  Watson  v.  Hayes,  5  Mylne  k  C. 
125.  See  Fox  v.  Fox,  L.  R.  19  Eq. 
286. 

'  Baker  v.  Woods,  1  Sand.  Ch.  129. 
See  King  v.  King,  1  Watts  &  S.  205; 
.37  Am.  bee.  450;  Mull  v.  Mull,  81 
Pa.  St.  393. 

«Conklin  v.  Moore,  2  Bradf.  179; 
Terrill  v.  Public  Adnunistrator,  4 
Btiulf.  245;  Bedell  v.  Gunyon,  12  Hun, 
306;  Naundorf  v.  Schuinan,  41  N.  J. 
Eq.  14;  Wataoa  ».  Quarles,  23  Ark. 
179. 
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will  not  be  deferred  to  the  period  in  question;'  and  al- 
though, as  a  general  rule,  legacies  charged  upon  real  estate 
do  not  vest  until  the  time  appointed  for  payment,  yet  if 
payment  is  postponed  simply  for  the  convenience  of  the 
estate,  the  legacy  may  vest,  notwithstanding  the  death  of 
the  legatee  before  the  time  appointed  for  payment.'' 

According  to  a  well-settled  rule  of  construction,  a  legacy 
given  to  a  person  or  class  to  be  paid  ir  divided  at  a  future 
time  takes  effect  in  point  of  right  on  the  death  of  the  tes- 
tator. A  legacy  is  deemed  vested  when  there  is  a  person 
in  being  at  the  time  of  the  testator's  death  capable  of  tak- 
ing when  the  time  arrives,  although  his  interest  is  liable 
to  be  defeated  by  his  own  death,  or  to  be  diminished  Ly 
future  births.'  The  words  "give  and  bequeath,"  in  a 
testamentary  paper,  import  a  benefit  in  point  of  right  to 
take  effect  upon  the  decease  of  the  testator  and  proof  of 
the  will,  unless  it  is  made  in  terms  to  depend  upon  some 
contingency  or  condition  precedent;*  and  where  words  of 
contingency  or  condition  are  used  which  may  be  con- 
strued as  applying  either  to  the  gift  itself  or  to  the  time 
of  payment,  the  courts  are  inclined  to  construe  them  as 
applying  to  the  time  of  payment,  and  to  hold  the  gift 
as  vested,  rather  than  contingent.'  So  a  vested  legacy 
is  given  by  a  bequest  of  the  interest  of  a  sum  to  the 
testator's  wife  for  life,  and  after  her  death  then  the  princi- 
pal to  go  to  the  testator's  children  "  or  their  heirs,"  to  be 
divided  equally,  and  on  the  death  of  one  of  the  children, 
living  the  wife,  his  share  at  her  death  goes  to  his  per- 
sonal representative.'  And  a  legacy  payable  in  install- 
ments after  the  legatee  arrives  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  and 


*  Peckham  v.  (riegory,  4  Hare,  39G; 
Van  Dyke  v.  Vaaderpnol,  14  N.  J. 
Eq.  IDS;  Hreat  v.  Wasliiugton,  18 
Gratt.  5*20,  529;  Loder  v.  Hatfield,  71 
N.  Y.  92;  Robert  v.  Corning,  89  N.  Y. 
225,  240;  Little's  Appeal,  117  Pa.  St. 
14,  27. 

*  Lyman  v.  Vanderspiegel,  1  Aiken, 
275,  280;  Roberts  v.  .Malin,  5  Ind.  18, 


»  Scott  V.  West,  63  Wis.  ri29;  Soa 
Tucker  v.  Bishop,  16  N.  Y.  40l':  LhI 
V.  Morton,  60  N.  Y.  502;  McArthur  i: 
Scott,  118  U.  S.  340. 

♦  Eldridge  v.  Eldridge,  9  Cuili. 
516. 

"  Dale  V.  White,  33  Conn.  294. 

«  King  V.  King,  1  Watts  &  S.  20J; 
37  Am.  Dec.  459. 
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in  case  she  dies  before  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  unmarried,  or  without  lawful  issue,  then,  or  in  either 
case,  over,  is  vested  absolutely  in  the  legatee  upon  her 
arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  although  she  die  soon 
after  without  issue.*  So  the  testator's  children  take  a 
vested  interest  in  the  estate  devised  to  the  wife  to  be 
divided  "amongst  my  children,  as  she  may  think  best"; 
and  on  failure  of  appointment,  the  children  take  equally  at 
tlie  wife's  death  ^"^  and  a  bequest  of  a  fund  to  be  paid  a  lega- 
tee, and  if  he  dies  without  heirs,  the  fund  to  go  to  another, 
gives  the  first  legatee  a  present  vested  interest  in  the  fund, 
liable  to  be  divested  upon  the  contingency  of  his  dying 
without  issue.'  It  is  evidence  of  an  intent  to  vest  a  legacy 
when  the  testator  in  other  cases  limits  the  vesting  of 
legacies  to  other  persons  by  proper  provisions,  and  fails 
to  make  such  provisions  in  the  case  in  question.*  So  a 
devise  to  a  niece  of  four  thousand  pounds,  to  be  paid  to 
her  one  year  after  marriage,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
remain  in  the  executor's  hands,  he  paying  interest  for  the 
same,  is  not  a  marriage  portion,  but  a  vested  legacy,  and 
the  payment  to  such  legatee  by  the  executor  on  her 
arriving  of  age  is  good,  although  it  is  not  a  year  after 
marriage.*  And  where  a  testator  provides  for  the  invest- 
ment of  a  certain  fund,  the  income  to  be  applied  to  the 
support  and  education  of  his  nephew,  and  further  pro- 
vides that  if  he  attains  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  the 
principal  is  to  be  given  to  him,  the  severance  of  this 
fund  from  his  estate  is  evidence  of  an  intention  to  vest 
the  legacy  in  his  nephew;  and  this  presumption  is  espe- 
cially strong,  where  no  limitation  over  is  made  to  any 
person  in  the  event  of  the  decease  of  the  nephew  before 
attaining  age.'     A  devisee  who  has  capacity  to  take,  at 


»  Soott  V.  Price,  2  Serg.  &  R.  59;  7 
Am.  Dec.  G29. 

-  Ciitliey  V.  Cathey,  9  Humph.  470; 
49  Am.  Dec.  714. 

•'  Rowe'a  Executors  v.  White,  16  N. 
J,  Eli.  411;  84  Am.  Dec.  169. 


♦  Rohcrt's  Appeal,  59  Pa.  St.  70;  98 
Am.  Dec.  312. 

'Boone  v.  Sinkler,  1  Bay,  369;  1 
Am.  Dec.  622. 

«  Robert's  Appeal,  59  Pa.  St.  70;  93 
Am.  Dec.  312. 
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the  death  of  the  testator,  whenever  the  possession  becomes 
vacant,  and  is  only  withheld  from  possession  by  the  tcm- 
porary  right  of  enjoyment  of  another,  has  a  vested,  trans- 
missible interest,  and  not  a  merely  contingent  interest.' 
So  a  devise  to  trustees  after  the  wife's  death,  or  in  case 
she  should  marry,  to  sell  land,  and  divide  the  money 
among  the  testator's  children  when  they  should  severally 
attain  the  age  of  twenty-one  or  become  married,  gives  a 
vested  legacy  to  a  child  who  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one, 
married,  died  intestate,  without  issue,  in  the  widow's  life- 
time, she  not  having  married  again."  But  a  bequest  of 
personalty  to  the  testator's  son  for  life,  and  then  to  the 
latter's  son,  if  he  have  one  living  at  his  death,  otherwise  to 
the  testator's  two  grandsons  on  their  attaining  majority 
and  assuming  the  testator's  name,does  not  vest  in  the  latter 
on  the  first  taker's  death,  without  issue,  before  the  coiidi- 
tions  are  performed;  but  is  contingent.'  It  is  the  English 
rule  that  "  if  it  is  clear,  from  the  language  of  the  will, 
that  the  attainment  of  a  certain  age  is  made  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  vesting  of  the  legacy,  such  legacy  will  be 
contingent,  notwithstanding  a  gift  of  the  legacy  distinct 
from  the  direction  to  pay;  ....  and  in  all  cases  where  the 
payment  or  distribution  is  deferred,  not  merely  until  the 
lapse  of  a  definite  interval  of  time  which  will  certainly  ar- 
rive, but  until  an  event  which  may  or  may  not  happen, 
the  effect,  it  would  seem,  is  to  render  the  legacy  itself 
contingent."* 


§  3271.    When  Legacy  or  Gift  is  Absolute.— Personal 
property  bequeathed  to  one  and  the  heirs  of  his  body 


'  Bentley  v.  Long,  1  Strob.  Eq.  43; 
47  Am.  Deo.  523. 

■*  Price  V.  Watkins,  1  Dall.  8;  1  Am. 
Dec.  222. 

"  Drayton ».  Grimke,  Kich.  Eq.  Cas. 
321;  24  Am.  Dec.  419. 

*  2  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
Talcott's  notes,  456;  see  Id.  419,  and 
note;  Bernard  v.  Montague,    1  Mer. 


422;  Knight  v.  Cameron,  14  Ves.  389; 
Elwin  V.  Elwin,  8  Ves.  540;  Atkins  i'. 
Hiccocks,  1  Atk.  500.  For  cases  of 
contingent  legaciea,  see  also  Collier  v. 
Slaughter,  20  Ala.  2G3;  Moore  r.  Smith, 
9  Watts,  403;  Illinois  Land  ami  Loaa 
Co.  V.  Bonner,  75  111.  315;  Travis  v. 
Morrison,  28  Ala.  494;  Putuam  v. 
Gleason,  99  Mass.  454. 
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passes  to  the  person  absolutely.*  So  a  bequest  to  one  for 
life,  and  "  to  her  children  forever,"  gives  an  absolute  estate 
in  personalty.^  And  where  the  terras  of  a  bequest  of 
personalty  are  such  as  would,  in  a  devise  of  realty,  create 
an  estate-tail  in  the  devisee,  it  operates  as  an  absolute 
gift  of  the  personalty,  and  a  bequest  over  on  the  failure  of 
issue  of  the  first  taker  is  void.'  And  a  devise  of  certain 
rooms  for  life,  and  of  a  certain  quantity  of  wood  for  fuel, 
entitles  the  legatee  to  sell  the  wood  or  to  remove  and 
bu:n  it  elsewhere.'*  A  devise  of  the  interest  of  a  fund, 
there  being  no  trustees  interposed,  and  no  investment 
directed,  will,  without  more,  carry  an  absolute  estate  in 
the  fund  to  the  legatee.'  So  the  bequest  of  the  interest 
or  produce  of  a  fund  to  a  legatee,  or  in  trust  for  him, 
without  any  limitation  as  to  continuance,  bequeaths 
also  the  principal.'  And  in  case  a  will  devises  real  and 
personal  property  to  the  testator's  daughter,  to  be  her 
right  and  property  during  her  lifetime,  and  her  heirs' 
after  her,  and  in  the  event  of  her  dying  without  an  heir, 
to  be  equally  divided  among  the  rest  of  the  testator's  heirs, 
and  bequeathing  the  residue  to  the  said  daughter,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  her  as  she  thinks  best  among  the  lawful 
heirs  of  the  testator  at  the  latter's  death,  the  absolute 
estate  passes  to  the  daughter.' 

§  3272.  Legacies  in  Fraud  of  Creditors.  —  Tangible 
property  is  always  subject  to  the  owner's  or  beneficiary's 
debts,  and  by  the  use  of  no  terms  or  art  in  a  will  can 
property  be  given  to  a  man,  or  to  another  for  him,  so  that 
he  may  continue  to  enjoy  it  or  derive  any  benefit  from 
it,  and  at  the  same  time  defy  his  creditors  and  deny  them 
satisfaction   thereout.*     But   creditors    may  be   excluded 


>  Roach  V.  Martin,  1  Harr.  (Del. ) 
548;  27  Am.  Dec,  746. 

''  Shearman  r.  Angel,  1  Bail.  Eq. 
351; '23  Am.  Dec.  16(j. 

'  Cleveland  v.  Havens,  13  N.  J.  Eq. 
101;  78  Am.  Dec.  90. 

*  Wiggin  V.  Wi>,'gin,  43  N.  H.  561; 
80  Am.  Dec.  192. 


» Silknitter'3  Appeal,  43  Pa.  St. 
365;  84  Am.  Dec.  494. 

«  Craft  V.  Snook,  13  N.  J.  Eq.  121; 
78  Am.  Dec.  94;  Robert's  Appeal,  59 
Pa.  St.  70;  98  Am.  Dec.  312. 

T  Pariah  v.  Parish,  37  Ala.  591. 

*  Mehane  v.  Meb.ine,  4  Ired.  Eq. 
131;  44  Am.  Dec.  102. 
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from  satisfaction  out  of  the  property  by  excludinrr  tho 
debtor  from  all  benefit  from  or  interest  in  the  property 
by  such  a  limitation  as  will  determine  his  interest,  aiui 
make  it  go  to  some  other  person  upon  the  contingency 
of  his  bankruptcy  or  insolvency.^  A  devise  in  the 
nature  of  a  mere  gift,  or  appointing  persons  to  take  in 
lieu  of  the  heirs,  is  void  as  to  creditors.''  And  a  devise 
for  the  payment  of  debts,  if  sufficient  and  eflectual  for 
that  purpose,  is  valid,  and  creditors  can  only  take  the 
estate  devised;  but  if  the  property  devised  is  insufKcient, 
or  the  devise  ineffectual,  it  is  void  against  creditors.^ 

§  3273.  Advancements  and  Satisfaction.  —  Advance. 
ment  is  giving  by  anticipation  the  whole  or  part  of  what 
it  is  supposed  a  child  will  be  entitled  to  on  the  deatli,  in- 
testate,  of  the  party  making  it.  This  definition  embraces 
the  idea  that  the  party  has  irrevocably  parted  from  his 
title  in  the  subject  advanced.*  So  a  gift  to  a  child  or  licir 
by  an  ancestor  in  his  lifetime  is  prima  facie  an  advance- 
ment,* Although  the  presumption  is  as  above  stated,  yet 
whether  property  given  by  a  parent  to  a  child  shall  he 
regarded  as  an  advancement  is  purely  a  question  of  in- 
tention.^ So  money  "advanced"  and  money  "paid  and 
advanced"  by  a  father  to  his  son,  is  presumed  to  have 
been  a  technical  advancement,'  and  a  deed  from  a  parent 
to  a  child,  in  consideration  of  love  and  affection,  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  an  advancement,  though  this  pre- 
sumption may  be  rebutted.*  An  advancement  may  he 
made  by  a  man  to  his  son-in-law  on  condition  that  the 


*  Mebane  r.  Mebane,  4  Ired.  Eq. 
131;  44  Am.  Dec.  102. 

»  Hall's  Case,  1  Bland  Ch.  203;  17 
Am.  Dec.  275. 

»  Campbell's  Case,  2  Blaud  Ch.  209; 
20  Am.  Dec.  360. 

♦  Darne  v.  Lloyd,  82  Va.  859;  3  Am. 
St.  Rep.  123;  Grattan  v.  Grattan,  18 
111.  167;  65  Am.  Dec.  726;  Stimson's 
American  Statute  Law,  sees.  '2811, 
2812,  3160-3109,  3203. 


"  Grattan  v.  Grattan,  18  111.  1C7;  t)5 
Am.  Dec.  726;  Woolery  v.  \Vooler\ ,  '2'J 
lud.  249;  95  Am.  Dec.  GSO. 

«  Woolery  v.  Woolery,  29  Iiui.  249; 
95  Am.  Dec.  030. 

'  Waller  v.  Todd,  3  Dana,  5015 ;  2S 
Am.  Dec.  94. 

8  Hatch  V.  Straight,  3  Conn.  31;  3 
Am.  Dec.  152. 
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latt/)r  convey  the  property  advanced  in  trust  for  the  use 
of  his  wife,  and  a  conveyance  made  in  performance  of 
such  a  condition  will  be  upheld.'  But  the  purchase  of 
land  by  a  parent  in  the  name  of  a  minor  child  is  not 
deemed  an  advancement,  where  it  expressly  appears  that 
such  was  not  the  parent's  intention;''  and  an  advancement 
to  a  son  in  full  of  all  claims  against  the  estate  of  his  father 
will  not,  after  his  death,  prevent  the  son  taking  as  heir  a 
residuum  not  disposed  of  by  will.^  So  the  heir  advanced 
may  elect  to  either  retain  what  he  has  received,  or  to  re- 
linquish it  and  claim  his  equal  share  with  the  others  in 
the  distribution  of  the  estate,  but  he  is  not  entitled  to  par- 
ticipate with  his  co-heirs,  unless  he  brings  his  advance- 
ment into  hotchpot  with  the  whole  estate,  and  takes  his 
equal  portion  thereof/  The  rule  of  considering  a  legacy 
as  satisfaction  of  a  portion  arises  from  the  presumption 
that  it  was  so  intended  by  the  testator,  and  may  be  re- 
pelled or  confirmed.  Accordingly  where  a  father  bequeaths 
certain  articles  to  a  daughter  whose  support  and  mainte- 
nance have  been  made  a  charge  upon  the  son,  and  expressly 
wills  that  the  daughter  is  to  have  her  maintenance  from  the 
son,  such  bequest  is  to  be  considered  an  added  bounty  of 
the  tcatator.^  So  a  bequest  to  a  creditor  upon  a  bond  for  a 
sum  of  money  less  than  the  amount  of  the  bond,  together 
with  certain  specific  articles,  with  a  devise  over  of  the 
residue  of  the  property  after  payment  of  debts  and  lega- 
cies, will  not  operate  as  a  satisfaction  of  the  bond  debt.* 


•  Waller  v.  Todd,  3  Dana,  503;  21* 
Am.  Dec.  94. 

'Jackson  v.  Matsdorf,  11  Johns.  91; 
6  Am.  Dec.  355. 

» Needles 's  iJx'r  v.  Needles,  7  Ohio 
St.  432;  70  Am.  Dec.  85. 

♦G  rattan  v.  Grattan,  18  111.  167( 
65  Am.  Dec.  720;  Sims  v.  Sima,  39 
Ga.  308;  99  Am.  Dec.  450.  See  fur- 
ther, as  to  advancements,  Jackson  v. 
Jackson,  28  Miss.  674;  (54  Am.  Dec. 
114;  Cecil  v.  Cecil,  19  Md.  72:  81  Am. 
Dec.  626;  Wanmaker  v.  Van  Buskirk, 
1  N.  J.  Eq.  685;   23  Am.  Deo.  748; 


Zeiter  v.  Zeiter,  4  Watts,  212;  28  Am. 
Dec.  698. 

"  Taylor  v.  Lanier,  3  Murph.  98;  9 
Am.  Dec.  599. 

«  Strong  V.  Williams,  12  Mass.  390; 

7  Am.  Dec.  81.  See  further,  as  to 
satisfaction,  Rickets  v.  Livingston, 
2  Johns.  Cas.  97;  1  Am.  Dec.  158; 
Byrne  v.  Byrne,  3  Serg.  &,  R.  54;  8 
Am.  Dec.  641;  Cloud  v.  Clinkiubeard, 

8  B.  Mon.  397;  48  Am.  Dec.  397;  Zei- 
gler  V.  Eckert,  6  Pa.  St.  13;  47  Am. 
Dec.  428.  See  Ademption  of  Lega- 
cies, §  3274. 
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§  3274.  Ademption  and  Abatement  of  Legacies.  — 
A  legacy  is  adeemed  when  the  testator  conveys  to  another 
the  specific  property  bequeathed,  and  does  not  afterwards 
become  possessed  of  the  same,  or  otherwise  places  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  executor  to  deliver  over  the  legacy. 
But  if  the  testator  attempts  to  convey,  and  fails  for  any 
cause,  the  legacy  is  still  valid.*  The  doctrine  of  adomp. 
tion  has  been  held  to  apply  as  well  to  realty  as  person- 
alty.* But  is  said,  however,  that  "  the  rule  of  ademption 
is  predicable  of  legacies  of  personal  estate,  and  is  not 
applicable  to  devises  of  realty.  Ademption  is  the  ex- 
tinction or  satisfaction  of  a  legacy  by  some  act  of  the  tes- 
tator which  is  equivalent  to  a  revocation  of  the  bequest, 
and  indicates  the  intention  to  revoke."'  Ademption  is 
presumed  where  a  testator  advances  money  to  his  child 
for  whom  he  has  provided  a  general  pecuniary  legacy  in 
his  previously  executed  will,  but  not  in  case  of  a  resid- 
uary bequest,  nor  in  the  cases  of  grandchildren  or 
strangers.  The  presumption  in  the  first  case  may  be  con- 
tradicted, and  in  the  latter  cases  the  intention  to  adeem 
may  be  established  by  extrinsic  evidence.*  The  question 
of  ademption  is  declared  not  to  be  one  of  intention,  but 
an  ademption  is  etiected  upon  the  principle  that  the  sub- 
ject is  annihilated,  or  its  condition  so  altered  that  nothing 
remains  to  which  the  terms  of  the  bequest  can  apply.' 


'  Whitlock  V.  Vann,  ?,8  Ga.  362. 

"  Hanabrough  v.  Hooe,  12  Leigh, 
316;  37  Am,  Dec.  659. 

"  Burnham  v.  Comfort.  108  N.  Y. 
535;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  462,  464;  citing 
Story's  Eq.  Jar.,  sec.  1111;  2  Williams 
on  Executors,  1202;  1  Roper  on  Lega- 
cies, 365;  Langdou  v.  Astor's  Execu- 
tors, 16  N.  Y,  34;  Davys  t>.  Boucher, 
3  Younge  &  C.  Oh.  397. 

♦  Allen  V.  Allen,  13  S.  C.  512;  36 
Am.  Rep.  716.  See  Burnham  v.  Com- 
fort, 108  N.  Y.  535;  2  Am.  St.  Rep. 
462;  Beall  v.  Blake,  16  Ga.  119. 

*  Ross'  Executor  v.  Carpenter,  9  B. 
Mon.  367;  50  Am.  Due.  513.  See 
Advancement  and  Satisfaction,  ante. 


Legacy  is  adeemed  when  a  parent  who 
gives  the  legacy  afterwards  makes  an 
advancement  to  her  in  the  nature  of  a 
portion:  Hansbrough  v.  Hooe,  12 
Leigh,  316;  37  Am.  Dec.  65!i.  A  sale 
of  property  given  as  a  legacy  by  tlie 
testator  in  his  lifetime  opemtes  as  au 
ademption  of  the  legacy:  Singleton  v. 
Breiiiar,  4  McCord,  12;  17  Am.  Dec. 
699.  Advancement  is  consiilereil  an 
ademption  of  a  legacy,  if  maile  subse- 
quent to  the  will,  but  not  so  if  made 
prior  thereto:  Zeiter  v,  Zciter,  4 
Watts,  212;  28  Am.  Dec.  (i!)8.  But 
see  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2S11,  and  the  statutes  of  Califor- 
nia,   Dakota,     Montana,     and    Utaii. 
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A  bequest  in  lieu   of  dower   accepted    is  not  liable  to 
abatement.^ 

§  3276.  Lapsed  Legacies  and  Devises.— Lapsed  lega- 
cies and  devises  ordinarily  become  a  part  of  the  residue 
of  the  estate.^  The  principal  cases  in  which  legacies  lapse 
are  the  follojwring:  If  the  will  is  so  obscure  that  the  court 
cannot  discern  the  intention  of  the  testator,  the  legacy 
fails,  and  the  property  will  pass  under  the  residuary 
clause;'  so  a  legacy  will  lapse  if  given  to  one  who  has  no 
existence;*  or  if  the  legatee  dies  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  testator.'  Legacies  may  lapse,  however,  from  other 
causes,  as  in  certain  cases  of  gifts  upon  contingencies,  or 
where  estates  even  vest  upon  conditions,  or  where  the 
property  is  consumable,  and  is  for  life,  or  upon  conditions 
the  happening  of  which  may  cause  its  use  to  be  forfeited." 
So  legacies  chargeable  on  land,  and  payable  infuturo,  are 
not  vested,  and  lapse  upon  the  legatee's  death  before  the 
day  of  payment.^  But  legacies  so  chargeable  do  not  lapse 
where  the  gift  is  so  made  under  the  will  that  the  legacy 
vests  upon  the  testator's  death,  even  if  the  legatee  dies 
before  the  day  of  payment.*  The  rule  stated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  section  as  to  devises  becoming,  by  lapse, 
a  part  of  the  residue  of  the  estate  is  statutory;  but  as  a 
statutory  rule  it  does  not  prevail  in  all  the  states;  on  the 

Ademption  or  destruction  of  legacy  by    Blackstone  v.    Blackstone,    .3  Watts, 


delivery  over  of  tiie  property  to  the 
legatee  by  the  testator  during  his  life- 
time is  a  question  of  fact  to  be  decided 


335;  27  Am.  Dec.  350;  Walton  v.  Wal- 
ton,  7  Johns.  Ch.  258;  11  Am.  Dec.  456. 
'  Security   Company  v.  Bryant,  52 


by  the  jury  under  the  evidence:  Clay-    Conn.  311;  52  Am.  Rep.  599. 

ton  V.  Akin,  38  Ga.  320;  95  Am.  Dec.        "  Stimsou's  American  Statute  Law, 

393.     Where  a  legacy  is  given  to  a    sec.  2822. 


child,  and  afterwards  an  advancement 
is  made  to  such  child,  the  same  will 
be  presumed  to  be  in  satisfaction  of 
the  legacy,  but  such  presumption  may 
be  rebutted;  and  although   the  thing 


•  Rothmahler  v.  Myers,  4  Desaus. 
Eq.  215;  G  Am.  Dec.  61.3. 

♦  Helms  V.  Frauciscus,  2  Bland,  544; 
20  Atn.  Dec.  402. 

"  Comfort  V.   Mather,  2  Watts  &  S. 


advanced  is  not  of  the  same  kind  as    450;  37  Am.  Dec.  523. 


the  thing  bequeathed,  it  may  be 
proved  that  it  was  the  testator's  in- 
tention that  one  should  be  in  satis- 
faction of  the  other:  Jones  v.  Mason, 
5  Rand.  577;  16  Am.  Dec.  761.  See 
further,  as  to  ademption  of   legacies, 


*  1  Jarman  on  Wills,  Randolph  and 
and  Talcott's  notes,  617  et  seq. 

'  Bir.lsall  V.  Hewlett,  1  Paige,  32; 
19  Am.  Dec.  392. 

»  Birdsall  V.  Hewlett,  1  Paige,  32; 
19  Am.  Dec.  392. 
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contrary,  it  is  expressly  declared  in  some  states  that  the 
lapsed  devise  vests  in  the  heirs;'  and  it  is  held  that  in 
case  of  a  lapsed  devise  the  lands  do  not  vest  in  the  rosid- 
uary  devisee,  but  descend  to  the  heir;'  and  that  property 
devised  or  bequeathed  to  a  person  who  is  dead  when  tlie 
will  is  made,  or  who  dies  before  the  testator,  does  not  pass 
to  such  person's  heirs.  If  personalty,  it  goes  to  the  resid- 
uary legatee;  and  if  real  estate,  it  descends  to  the  heirs 
of  the  testator.'  So  legacies  payable  out  of  personalty 
differ  from  legacies  payable  out  of  realty,  in  that  the 
latter,  on  the  death  of  the  legatee  before  the  day  of  pay- 
ment, lapse  and  merge  in  the  land  for  the  benefit  of  the 
heir,  while  the  former  would  be  transmissible  to  the  lega- 
tee's personal  representative.*  So  under  a  devise  to  a 
class  of  persons,  where  none  can  take  by  reason  of  alien- 
age, the  estate  descends  to  the  heirs  of  the  testator,  and 
not  to  the  residuary  of  the  devisees.' 

§  3276.  Time  when  Division  of  the  Property  should  be 
Made. — If  the  will  directs  a  division  of  the  property,  hut 
does  not  specify  any  time  in  which  it  shall  be  made,  it 
must  be  made  as  soon  after  the  death  of  the  testator  as 
the  executors  are  ready  to  make  a  final  settlement  of  the 
estate.' 


§  3277.  Estates  Given  by  Will.  —As  to  the  different 
estates  which  pass  under  particular  words  in  a  will,  and 
as  to  executory  devises,  remainders,  and  reversions,  see 
ante,  Title  Real  Property. 


'  Stimsou's  American  Statute  Law, 
Bee.  2822. 

'  Greene  v.  Dennis,  6  Conn.  293;  16 
Am.  Dec.  68. 

"  Gore  V.  Stevens,  1  Dana,  201;  25 
Am.  Dec.  141. 

•  Spence  v.  Robbins,  6  Gill  &  J.  507; 
26  Am.  Deo.  587. 

"Downing  v.  Marshall,  23  N.  Y. 
360;  SO  Am.  Dec.  290.  But  see  Thayer 
V.  Wellington,  9  Allen,  28.3;  85  Am. 
Dec.  753.     See  alao,  as  to  lapsed  lega- 


cies and  devises,  Cureton  v.  Massey, 
13  Rich.  Eq.  104;  94  Am.  Dec.  ISlj 
Morton  v.  Barrett,  22  Me.  '257;  39 
Am.  Dec.  575;  Telfair  v.  Howe,  3 
Rich.  Eq.  235;  55  Am.  Dec.  6:i7;  Beii- 
dall  V.  Bendall,  24  Ala.  295;  GO  Am, 
Dec.  469;  Mowatt  v.  Carew,  7  Paige, 
283;  32  Am.  Dec.  641;  Coleuiau  v. 
Hutchenson,  3  Bibb,  209;  6  Am.  Dec. 
649. 

*  Roper  V.  Roper,  5  Jones  Eq.  10;  75 
Am.  Dec.  427. 
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CHAPTER  CLX. 

REVOCATION,   REPUBLICATION,   AND  REVIVAL. 

g  3278.  Revocation  of  wills. 

§  .S279.  Revocation  by  burning. 

§  3'J80.  Revocation  by  tearing  or  destroying. 

§  3281.  Revocation  by  mutilation. 

§  3282.  Revocation  by  cancellation. 

§  3288.  Revocation  by  subsequent  will. 

§  3284.  Tmplied  revocation. 

§  3283.  Revocation  by  subsequent  marriage. 

§  3286.  Revocation  by  subsequent  birth  of  children. 

§  .3287.  Revocation  by  obliterations. 

§  3288.  Revocation  by  alterations,  erasures,  and  interlineations. 

§  3289.  Revocation  by  deed,  or  by  a  change  in  or  sale  uf  property. 

§  3290.  Revocation  by  agreement  or  contract  to  convey  property. 

§  3291.  Revocation  by  subsequent  clause. 

§  3292.  Revocation  procured  or  prevented  by  menace,  undue  influence,  or 

fraud. 

§  3293.  Partial  revocation. 

§  3294.  Revocation  of  specific  Oevise. 

§  3295.  Revocation  by  codicil  —  B  "vf  cation  of  codicil. 

§  3296.  Republication  of  wills  —  Reviving  former  will. 

§  3278.  Revocation  of  Wills.  —  Revocation  must  be 
by  burning,  tearing,  destroying,  canceling,  or  obliterat- 
ing, in  most  of  the  states,  either  by  the  testator  himself, 
or  by  some  person  for  him,  at  his  express  direction  or 
consent;  and  the  act  of  revocation  is  required  to  be  in  his 
presence,  with  few  exceptions,  and  some  of  the  statutes 
insert  the  further  proviso  that  whatever  the  act  of  revoca- 
tion, though  done  within  the  statute,  the  intent  to  revoke 
must  exist.*  Wills  may  also  be  revoked  by  a  subsequent 
will,  or  by  words  reduced  to  writing,  properly  witnessed 
and  authenticated,  but  not  by  mere  spoken  words.^  A 
will  is  not  revoked  by  the  death  of  legatees  or  beneficiaries, 
by  marriage  of  the  testator  without  issue,  by  alienation  of 

'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,        *  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
lec.  2072,  supplement,  sec.  2672;  Floyd    sees.  2674,  2676. 
V.  Floyd,  3  Strob.  44s  49  Am.  Dec,  626. 
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the  groator  part  of  the  estate  specifically  devised,  by  tho 
acquisition  of  a  much  larger  estate,  nor  by  the  concur- 
rence  of  all  these  events.'  Where  the  statute  prescriltos 
the  mode  by  which  a  will  may  be  revoked,  evidence  of  its 
revocation  in  any  other  mode  is  inadmissible.'  The  law 
as  to  the  revocation  of  wills  is  the  same  in  law  as  in 
equity;"  and  a  will  is  not  any  loss  subject  to  revocution 
by  operation  of  law  because  it  is  made  by  a  woman  uiulcr 
the  special  power  contained  in  a  marriage  settlement, 
instead  of  under  the  general  power  granted  by  law.* 

§  3279.  Revocation  by  Burning.  —  Where  the  statute 
requires  the  burning  of  a  will  in  the  testator's  presence 
to  constitute  a  revocation,  a  burning  by  his  direction,  but 
not  in  his  presence,  does  not  work  a  revocation.'  So  the 
slightest  burning,  even  of  an  unnecessary  part  of  a  will, 
accompanied  by  evidence  aliunde  of  the  intention  to  re- 
voke, is  a  revocation;"  and  where  the  revocation  of  a  will 
is  attempted  by  burning,  tiiere  must  be  a  present  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  testator  to  revoke,  and  this  intent 
must  appear  by  some  act  or  symbol  appearing  on  the  will 
itself,  so  that  it  may  not  rest  upon  mere  parol  testimony; 
and  if  the  will  is  in  any  part  burned  or  singed,  it  is  suf- 
ticient  to  revoke  the  will.^  If  one  ordered  by  the  testator 
to  burn  a  will  deceives  him  by  pretending  to  burn  it, 
while  it  is  in  fact  preserved,  there  is  no  revocation.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  testator  threw  a  will  into  the  fire  with 
intent  to  revoke  it,  and  after  he  had  turned  away,  his  wife  took 
the  paper  from  the  fire  and  secretly  concealed  it,  and  the  testa- 
tor, up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  thought  the  will  was  d'"  '  ivl. 
and  so  frequently  expressed   himself,  the  w'll  i  iving  ixin 


»  Hoitt  V.  Hoitt,  63  N.  H.  475;  56 
Am.  Rep.  530. 

*  Slaughter  ».  Stephens,  81  Ala.  418. 

*  Donohoo  V.  Lea,  1  Swan,  119;  63 
Am.  Dec.  723. 

*  Young's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  St.  115;  80 
Am.  Dec.  513.  As  to  what  is  revoca- 
tion, see  note  to  Gains  v.  Gains,  12 
Am.  Dec.  377.  As  to  evidence  of 
revocation,  see  note  to  Pickens  v.  Davis, 


45  Am.    Rej  As  to  power    ' 

court  to  grai  .icatton,  sue  not' 

Waters  v.  Sti>        y,  90  Am.  Dec.  lou. 

*  Baldwin  v.  i:>i.i  ggs,  ''  >  Md.  373. 

•Johnson  v.  Brailsfi     I,   2  Nott  4 
McC.  272;  10  Am.  Dcl.  ML 

'  White  V.  Casten,  1  Jones,  197;  59 
Am.  Deo.  585. 

«  Hise  V.  Fincher,  10  Ired.  139;  61 
Am.  Dec.  383. 
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burned  through  in  three  different  places,  tlio  outside  scorched, 
and  the  edges  of  the  piiper  singed,  although  no  word  or  letter  of 
the  writing  was  in  any  nrnnner  destroyed  or  obliterated.  Held, 
tliat  tlie  will  was  revoked:  White  v.  Caaten,  1  Jones,  197;  59 
Am.  Dec.  585. 

§  3280.  Revocation  by  Tearing  or  Destroying. — Where 
there  is  evidence  of  an  intention  to  revoke,  the  slightest 
tearing  operates  as  a  revocation.'  Though  a  seal  is  not 
requisite  to  a  will,  yet  if  one  is  affixed  to  it,  and  is  after- 
wards torn  ofT,  this  will  amount  to  a  revocation,  if  so  in- 
tended.^ A  will  is  not  revoked  by  any  act  of  spoliation 
or  destruction  not  deliberately  done  animo  rcvocandi?  A 
man  who  is  incompetent  to  make  a  will  is  equally  incom- 
petent to  revoke  a  will  made  previously;  and  his  destruc- 
tion of  such  will,  when  so  incompetent,  is  not  a  revocation 
thereof.*  Therefore  the  destruction  of  a  will  is  not  a 
revocation,  unless  the  testator  had  at  the  time  capacity  to 
understand  the  nature  and  effect  of  the  act,  and  performed 
it,  or  directed  it  to  be  done,  voluntarily,  with  the  intent  to 
cfTect  a  revocation.'  If  a  testator  directs  that  his  will  be 
destroyed,  and  believes  that  it  is  destroyed  accordingly, 
this  will  not  be  a  revocation  of  it,  if  in  fact  it  is  not  de- 
stroyed, although  the  testator  believes  it  to  have  been 
actually  destroyed.*  And  a  will  destroyed  before  or  after 
the  testator's  ueath  without  his  knowledge  does  not  cease 
to  be  his  will.'' 

Where  a  will  was  in  the  possession  of  the  deceased,  it  is 
presumed,  until  the  contrary  is  shown,  to  have  been  de- 
stroyed animo  revocandl,  from  proof  that  it  cannot  be  found 
after  his  death.'     But  the  fact  that  a  will  is  found  among 


'  Johnson  v.  Brailsford,  2  Nott  & 
McC.  272;  10  Am.  Dec.  601. 

'  Avery  r.  Pixley,  4  Mass.  460. 

'White  V.  Casten,  1  Jones,  197;  59 
Am.  Dec.  585. 

•  Si-'ith  V.  Wait,  4  Barb.  28;  Ford  v. 
Ford  Humph.  92;  Rhodes  v.  ,ViQ- 
lon,  'J  Gill,  169;  52  Am.  Dec.  685. 


"  Malone  r.  Hobbs,  1  Rob.  (Va.)  .346; 
39  Am.  Dec.  263;  Boyd  v.  Cook,  3  Leigli, 
32;  Runkle  v.  Gates,  11  Iiul.  9.5.  But 
see  White  v.  Casten,  1  Jones,  197;  59 
Am.  Dec.  585. 

'  Dickey  v.  Malechi,  6  Mo.  177;  34 
Am.  Dec.  130. 

*  Collyer  v  Collyer,  110  N.  Y.  481; 


'Rhodes  v.  Vinson,  9  Gill,  169;  52    6  Am.  St.  Rep.  405;  Holland r.  Ferris, 
Am.  Dec  685.  2  Bradf.  334;  McBetb  v.  McBeth,  1 1 
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■worthies?  papers  in  an  insecure  place,  and  not  where  the 
testator's  valuable  papers  are  kept,  works  no  revocation  of 
it.*  And  when  an  adequate  motive  for  the  destruction  of 
a  will  is  assigned  by  a  third  party  who  destroyed  the  will, 
and  who  seeks  to  set  it  up,  and  this  is  clearly  eshabiished 
by  evidence,  an  inadequate  and  dishonest  motive  will  not 
be  imputed  on  mere  conjecture.^ 

§  3281.  Revocawion  by  Mutilation. — Where  a  muti- 
lated will  is  found,  the  testator,  in  the  absence  of  proof,  is 
presumed  to  have  done  the  act,  if  it  was  done  while  in  his 
possession,  or  discovered  among  his  papers  canceled  or 
defaced.'  But  such  presumption  does  not  exist  where  the 
will  is  found  in  such  mutilated  condition  under  the  con- 
trol of  a  person  to  be  benefited  by  its  revocation;  and 
where  such  person,  on  being  asked  for  it,  acknowledged 
that  there  was  a  will,  said  nothing  about  the  mutilation, 
refused  to  deliver  up  the  will,  and  it  was  not  obtained 
until  a  subsequent  time.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  statute  provided  that  no  will  shall  be  re- 
voked unless  the  testator  shall  destroy  or  "mutilate  "  the  same. 
A  testator  drew  pencil-lires  across  his  signature,  with  intent  to 
revoke,  but  left  the  signature  still  legible.  Held,  a  "  mutila- 
tion":  Woodjill  V.  Patton,  76  Ind.  575;  40  Am.  Rep.  269. 

§  3282.  Revocation  by  Cancellation.  —  A  will  deliber- 
ately canceled  withc\"c  accident  or  mistake  is  revoked, 
though  the  testator  afterwards  intends  to  make  a  new- 
one,  but  omits  so  to  do.*  But  the  cancellation  of  a  will,  to 
operate  as  a  revocation  thereof,  must  be  directed  against 
the  will  as  a  whole.*    Therefore  the  cancellation  of  a  be- 


Ala.  586;  Weeks  v.  McBeth,  14  Ala. 
474;  Brown  i».  Brown,  10  Yerg.  84; 
Appling  r.  Eades,  1  Gratt.  284;  Lively 
r.  Harwell,  2'J  Ga.  509;  Durant  v.  Ash- 
more,  2  Rich.  134;  Miukler  v.  Min- 
kler,  14  Vt.  125. 

'  Fellows  V.  Allen,  GO  N.  H.  439,  441. 

-  Wyckoff  V.  Wyckoff,  16  N.  J.  Eq. 
401. 


»  Bennett  v.  Sherrod,  3  Ired.  303;  40 
Am.  Dec.  410. 

♦  Bennett  v.  Sherrod,  3  Ired.  303;  40 
Am.  Dec.  410. 

*  Semmes  v.  Semmes,  7  Har.  4  J 
3S8 

6  Malone  v.  Hobbs,  1  Rob.  (Va.)  340; 
39  Am.  Dec.  2(33. 
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quest,  standing  separately  from  other  bequests,  does  not 
cancel  the  other  bequests.' 

iLLUSTRATiONg.  —  The  testator  drew  lines  across  his  will* 
Held,  an  equivocal  act,  which  might  be  explained  by  circum" 
stances:  Bethel  v.  Moore,  2  Dev.  &  B.  311.  The  testator  drew 
p  rcroll  through  his  signature,  but  not  so  as  to  render  it  illegi- 
I»le.  Held,  not  a  revocation:  Gay  v.  Gay,  60  Iowa,  415;  46  Am. 
Rep.  78. 

§  3283.  Revocation  by  Subsequent  Will. — A  will  is  not 
revoked  by  a  subsequent  will  not  expressly  revoking  it, 
and  never  becoming  operative,  because  not  found;*  nor 
does  a  subsequent  will  revoke  a  former  one,  unless  it  con- 
tains a  clause  of  revocation,  or  is  inconsistent  with  it; 
and  where  it  is  inconsistent  in  some  of  the  provisions 
merely,  it  is  only  a  revocation  pro  tanto;  and  where  such 
subsequent  will  has  been  lost,  and  its  contents  cannot  be 
ascertained,  so  that  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  contained 
a  clause  revoking  the  former  will,  it  will  not  be  a  revoca- 
tion of  the  former  will.'  But  a  second  will,  inconsistent 
with  the  first,  and  perfect  in  its  form  and  execution,  but 
incapable  of  operating  as  a  will  on  account  of  the  inca- 
pacity of  the  devisee  or  some  circumstance  dehors  the  in- 
strument, may  be  set  up  as  a  revocation  of  the  first  will.* 
Where  a  second  will  is  found  to  be  invalid,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  clause  of  revocation,  on  the  ground  of  undue 
influence,  the  clause  of  rev  >cation  alone  is  not  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  testator's  intention  to  revoke  a  former 
will.  The  presumption  is,  that  if  the  second  will  is  found 
to  be  invalid  the  testator  intended  that  the  first  will 
should  stand,  rather  than  that  he  should  die  intestate.* 
The  rule  of  construction  in  cases  of  revocation  of  a  former 
will  by  a  subsequent  one  is  this:  where  the  words  are  im- 


'Wikoflfs's  Appeal,  15  Pa.  St.  281; 
53  Am.  Dec.  597. 

'  Peck's  Appeal,  50  Conn.  562;  47 
Am.  Rep.  685. 

'  Nelson  v.  McGiflFert,  3  Barb.  Ch. 
158;  49  Am.  Dec.  170. 


*  Carpenter  v.  Miller,  3  W.  Va.  174; 
100  Am.  Dec.  744;  Price  v.  Ma.fwell, 
28  Pa  St.  23. 

"  Ruby'i;.  Ulrich,  69  Pa.  St.  177;  8 
Am.  Rep.  238.  See  Marsh  v.  Marsh, 
3  Jouea,  77;  64  Am.  Dec.  598. 
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perative,  though  inoperative  by  reason  of  some  incapacity 
in  the  devisee,  they  operate  as  a  revocation;  and  where 
the  words  are  precatory,  if  the  object  of  the  language  be 
certain  and  definite,  the  words  are  considered  imperative, 
creating  a  trust  for  the  purpose  indicated,  and  operate  as 
a  revocation;  but  whenever  the  prior  dispositions  of  prop. 
erty  are  complete,  and  the  words  are  precatory,  and  their 
object  uncertain  and  indefinite,  the  words  will  not  be 
held  to  create  a  trust,  or  be  construed  to  revoke  a  former 
will.^  Where  a  man  dies  leaving  two  separate  and  dis- 
tinct wills  properly  executed  and  attested,  both  relating 
exclusively  to  the  same  kind  of  property,  and  where  by 
specific  legacies  and  residuary  clauses  each  is  entirely 
adequate  to  the  disposition  of  all  the  property  of  the  de- 
cedent, the  latter  will  should  alone  be  given  effect;  they 
cannot  both  stand  together  as  constituting  but  one  will.' 

Illustrations.  —  General  Kosciusko  executed  a  will  in  this 
country  in  1798,  bequeathing  his  personal  property  situate  hfio, 
and  ther-^after  executed  a  will  in  France  in  1806,  charging  said 
property  with  a  legacy;  then,  in  1816,  he  executed  a  will  in 
Switzerland  revoking  all  previous  wills,  and  in  1817  he  made 
in  the  sanie  place  another  will,  whereby  he  bequeathed  "all  my 
effects  [pffets],  my  carriage  and  horses  included,"  to  certain  per- 
sons named,  without  particularly  mentioning  his  property  in 
the  United  States  in  his  third  or  fourth  will.  Held,  that  the 
first  two  wills  were  revoked  by  the  third;  that  the  bequest  in 
the  fourth  will  did  not  include  his  property  in  the  United  Stales: 
Ennia  v.  Smith,  14  How.  400. 

§  3284.  Implied  Revocation. — An  implied  revocation 
of  a  will  is  a  deduction  of  law  from  established  facts.'  It 
also  exists  under  the  statutes  in  many  cases,  as  by  subse- 
quent marriage  and  the  birth  of  a  legitimate  child.*  If  a 
testator's  circumstances  are  so  altered  that  such  new  moral 

'  Carpenter  v.  Miller,  3  W.  Va.  174;  revoke  a  prior  one,  see  McCune  i'. 

100  Am.  Dec.  744.  Houae,  8  Oliio,  144;  31  Atn.  Dec.  4;V«. 

» In  re  Edward  Fisher,  4  Wis.  254;  *  Sneed  v.  Ewiug,  5  J.  J.  Marsh.  WO; 

65  Am.  Deo.  309.     See  also  Hughes  v.  22  Am.  Dec.  41. 

Meredith,  24  Ga.  325;  71   Am.   Dec.  ♦  Stimsoa's  American  Statute  Law, 

127.     That  nuncupative  will  does  not  sec.  207(5,  supplement,  sec.  -1)7(5. 
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testamentary  duties  have  accrued  to  him  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  the  will,  as  may  be  presumed  io  produce 
a  change  of  intention,  this  will  amount  to  an  implied 
revocation,  except  as  to  persons  who  could  gain  nothing 
by  a  revocation,  or  whose  remedy  is  perfect  without  it/ 

§  3285.  Revocation  by  Subsequent  Marriage.  — Whether 
the  marriage  of  a  testator  or  testatrix  entered  into  after 
making  a  will  operates  as  a  revocation  depends  largely 
upon  the  statutes  of  the  several  states.*  And  the  seeming 
conflict  of  authority  upon  this  point  may  in  many  cases 
be  accounted  for  on  this  basis.  It  is  held  that  the 
testator's  marriage  is  not  aground  of  revocation;'  and 
that  a  woman's  antenuptial  will  is  not  revoked  by  her 
marriage.*  So  where  a  married  woman  has  power  to 
make  wills  as  if  single,  the  will  of  a  single  woman  is  not 
revoked  by  her  subsequent  marriage;*  nor  is  the  will  of  a 
married  woman  revoked  by  her  subsequent  marriage, 
where  the  statute  secures  to  her  the  absolute  right  to  dis- 
pose of  her  property  during  coverture;  and  there  being 
no  other  issue  than  the  children  of  a  former  marriage, 
her  estate  is  given  by  said  will  to  them.  But  whether 
such  marriage  would  revoke  a  former  will  in  favor  ^f  a 
stranger  was  undetermined.®  But  under  a  statute  pre- 
scribing the  modes  of  revoking  a  will,  and  recognizing 
revocation  "implied  by  law  from  subsequent  change  in 
the  condition  or  circumstr  ices  of  the  testator,"  a  woman's 
will  is  revoked  by  her  subsequent  marriage.' 

«  Will  of  Ward,  70  Wis.  251;  5  Am. 
St.  Rep.  174.  See  also  lu  re  Fuller, 
79  111.  99,  22  Am.  Rep.  164,  where  it 
is  held  that  a  woinan'ti  second  marriage 
did  not  revoke  a  prior  will,  she  having 
no  children  by  her  second  husband. 

'  Swan  V.  Hammond,  138  Mass.  45; 

52  Am.  Rep.  255.     See  also  Brown  v. 

*  IMlows  V.  Allen,  60  N.  H.  439;  49    Clark,  77  N.  Y.  369;  Hodaeu  v.  Lloyd, 

Am.  Rep.  328,  and  note  329.     See  also    2  Brown  Ch.  534;  Tyler  v.  Tyler,  19 

Webb  V.  Joiie,  36  N.  J.  E(i.  1G3.  111.  151;  Fransen's  Will,  20  Pa.  St.  202, 

'Noyesr.  Southworth,  55  Mich.  J73;     Havens  v.  Van  Den  Burgh,   1  Deuio; 

54  Am.  Rep.  359.  27;  Brush  v.  Wilkin?,  4  Johns.   Ch. 


'  Young's  Appeal,  .39  Pa.  St.  1 15;  80 
Am.  Dec.  513.  See  further  on  implied 
revocation,  note  to  Graves  v.  Sheldon, 
15  Am,  Dec.  659. 

''  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2676. 

» Hoitt  V.  Hoitt,  63  N.  H.  475;  56 
Am.  Rep.  530, 
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§  3286.    Revocation  by  Subsequent  Birth  of  Children. 

— Under  the  statutes  of  several  states,  the  subsequent 
birth  of  a  legitimate  child,  where  there  is  no  provision  in 
the  will  covering  such  contingency,  operates  as  a  revo- 
cation of  the  will.^  In  most  of  the  states,  however,  in 
case  there  are  children  living  at  the  making  of  the  will, 
and  a  child  is  thereafter  born,  such  child  is  entitled  to  his 
share,  as  in  case  of  intestacy,  and  the  will  is  not  thereliy 
made  void.  This  rule  is,  however,  subject  to  certain 
limitations  and  exceptions  in  different  states,  as  where 
■juch  subsequently  born  children  have  been  otherwise 
provided  for  by  the  testator  in  his  lifetime,  or  it  appears 
that  there  has  been  an  advancement  to  them  of  their 
share,  etc.^ 

§  3287.  Revocation  by  Obliterations.  —  Whether  .m 
alteration  or  obliteration  of  a  will  is  a  revocation  depends 
upon  whether  it  was  so  iiitended  by  the  testator;'  and 
where  such  intent  is  evident,  an  obliteration  in  part  is 
effectual  to  work  a  revocation.*  But  a  testator  may  not 
by  obliterating  certain  words  in  his  executed  will  convert 
a  life  estate  into  a  fee-simple,  but  the  will  must  be  effec- 
tuated as  originally  executed.* 

Illustrations,  —  A  will  containing  some  twenty  legacies 
was  found  with  all  the  legacies  except  four  erased  by  pen- 
marks,  but  still  legible.  The  clause  appointing  executors  was 
erased  in  like  manner,  the  names  being  legible  with  more 
difficulty.     The  testator's  signature  was  still  more  complete]} 


506.  See  generally,  on  the  subject,  1 
Jarman  on  Wilis,  272;  Parsons  on 
Wills,  59;  4  Kent's  Com.  522;  1  Red- 
field  on  Wills,  293;  and  §  763,  ante. 
See  generally,  as  revocation  by  subse- 
quent marriage,  notes  to  Fallon  v. 
Chiileater,  26  Am.  Rup.  159,  and  to 
Young's  Appeal,  SO  Am.  Dec.  516,  and 
to  Fellows  V.  Allen,  49  Am.  Rep. 
329. 

'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2676,  2843.  See  Young's  Appeal, 
39  Pa.  St.  115;  80  Am.  Dee.  5i:<;  Ne- 
gus V.  Negus,  46  Iowa,  4S7;    2  Am. 


Rep.  157;  Fallon  v.  Chidester,  4C 
Iowa,  588;  26  Am.  Rep.  104;  Ash  r. 
Ash,  9  Oliio  St.  383. 

'■'  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sees.  2842,  2843,  supplement,  seta. 
2842,  2843;  and  see  sec.  1:840.  Exiuniii-- 
note  to  Fallon  v.  Chidester,  20  Am. 
Rep.  159. 

*  Means  v.  Moore,  3  McConl,  Sm^: 
Jackson  v.  HoUoway,  7  Johns.  394. 

*  Lovell  V.  Quitman,  88  N.  Y.  li^; 
42  Am.  Rep.  254. 

°  Eichbach  v.  Collins,  61  Md.  4:»; 
48  Am.  Rep.  123. 
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marked  out  in  like  manner.  In  the  margin  were  several  ad- 
ditions in  his  handwriting,  apparently  designed  for  a  new  will. 
Held,  that  the  will  was  revoked:  Succession  of  Muh,  35  La.  Ann. 
394;  48  Am.  Rep.  242. 

§  3288.  Revocation  by  Alterations,  Erasures,  and  In- 
ter'ineations.  —  A  will  to  which  effect  is  to  be  given  must 
be  one  which  is  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  of 
the  statutes;  but  the  great  object  of  courts  is  to  give  full 
effect  to  the  intention  of  the  testator;  and  in  case  of  an 
interlineation  by  him  without  a  new  attestation,  it  is  to 
be  disregarded,  and  the  will  is  not  for  that  cause  entirely 
void.^  It  is  also  necessary  that  the  erasure,  alteration,  or 
interlineation  should,  in  order  to  operate  as  a  revocation,  be 
of  some  important  or  material  word  or  part  of  the  will, 
so  that  neither  the  changing  of  an  executor  nor  striking 
out  a  devise  will  amount  to  a  revocation  so  as  to  require 
republication  of  the  will;*  and  a  memorandum  at  the  foot 
of  a  will  of  an  erasure  of  material  words,  which  were  in 
fact  restored  by  the  testator  before  the  execution  of  the 
will,  cannot  affect  such  restored  part;  and  an  erasure  of 
such  memorandum  after  the  execution  cannot  be  deemed 
a  material  alteration  of  the  will.' 

Illustrations, — A  testator  made  certain  erasures  and  inter- 
lineations in  a  duly  executed  will.  After  ho  made  the  altera- 
tions, at  his  request  two  persons  signed  che  will  as  witnesses  to 
"the  erasures  and  interlineations  made"  by  testator.  What 
the  interlineations,  etc.,  were,  the  witnesses  did  not  know.  Held, 
1.  That  the  alterations  did  not  supersede  the  provisions  of  the 
will;  2.  That  the  witnessing  of  such  alterations  did  not  amount 
to  an  attestation  of  the  will  as  altered;  and  3.  That  the  altera- 
tions did  not  operate  as  a  revocation  of  the  original  will:  Will 
of  Penniman,  20  Minn.  245;  18  Am.  Rep.  368.  After  due  exe- 
cution of  a  will,  the  testator  procured  a  scrivener  to  alter  cer- 
tain legacies  by  an  erasure  and  interlineation,  and  change  of 
the  date  of  the  will  to  date  of  alteration.     In  the  presence  of 

*  Doane  v.  Hacllock,  42  Me.  72.  See  note  to  Will  of  Penniman,  1 8  Am. 

'Wells  V.  Wella,  4 T.  B.  Mon.  152;  16  Rep.  .376;  Lewis  v.  Lewis,  2  Watts  & 
Am.  Dec.  150.  Ami  see  Ex  parte  S.  4i)5.  As  to  alterations  and  eras- 
Brown,  1  B.  Mon.  56;  35  Am.  Dec.  174.  ures,  see  note  to  Bigelow  v.  Gillott,  25 

=•  Hohuau  V.  Riddle,  8  Ohio  St.  384.  Am.  Rep.  35, 
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the  witnesses  to  the  will,  the  testator  acknowledged  his  former 
signature  as  the  signature  to  the  will.  Held,  not  to  be  a  revo- 
cation: Dixon's  Appeal,  55  Pa.  St.  424.  A  testator,  after  exe- 
cution of  his  will,  drew  his  pen  transversely  across  the  words 
creating  some  of  the  legacies,  and  in  another  instance,  by  means 
of  visible  alterations,  sub8ti*uted  a  less  sum  than  that  originally 
provided;  several  codicils  were  added.  After  probate  of  the 
whole,  and  in  the  absence  of  proof  that  the  alterations  were 
made  after  the  last  codicil,  held,  that  the  former  legacies  were 
canceled,  and  the  latter  not:  Linnard't  Appeal,  93  Pa.  St.  313; 
39  Am.  Rep.  753. 

§  3289.  Revocation  by  Deed  or  by  a  Change  in  or  Sale 
of  Property. — Where  it  appears  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  the  testator  to  convey  ail  his  efiate  by  will,  a  sub- 
sequent trust  deed  of  the  property  devised  with  a  power 
of  revocation  which  is  subsequently  exercised  does  not 
work  a  revocation  of  the  will.*  But  a  conveyance  by  the 
testator  of  all  lands  owned  by  him  at  the  time  of  making 
his  will  operates  as  a  revocation  of  the  will.^  So  any 
change  by  the  testator  in  the  land  devised,  or  any  act, 
though  nugatory  in  iiself,  yet  demonstrating  an  intention 
to  revoke  the  devise,  will  amount  to  a  revocation,  except 
in  case  of  a  conveyance  for  the  payment  of  debts.' 

Illustrations. — A  made  a  will  devising  all  his  real  and  per- 
sonal property  to  certain  devisees,  and  afterwards  sold  all  of  his 
real  estate,  and  conveyed  the  same.  Held,  to  be  a  revocation  of 
the  will  as  to  the  real  estate  only:  Balliet'a  Appeal,  14  Pa.  St. 
451.  Two  instruments  were  executed  on  the  same  day,  a  trust 
deed  and  a  will,  but  they  were  not  inconsistent  with  each  other. 
Held,  that  the  deed  was  not  a  revocation  of  the  will:  Vrecland 
v.  McClelland,  1  Bradf.  393. 

§  3290.  Revocation  by  Agreement  or  Contract  to  Con- 
vey Property. —  Under  the  statutes  of  many  of  the  states, 
a  will  is  not  revoked  by  an  agreement  or  contract  to  con- 
vey, made  by  the  testator  subsequently  to  the  execution 

1  Morey  ».  Sohier,  63  N.  H.  507;  Am.  Deo.  110;  Cooper's  Estate,  4  Pa. 
66  Am.  Rep.  638.  8t.  88;  45  Am.  Dec.  673. 

>  Bowen  «.  Johnson,  6  Ind.  110;  61        *  W^altoa  v.  Walton,  7  Johns.  Ch.25S; 

n  Am.  Dec.  456. 
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of  the  will,  but  it  passes  to  the  devisees  or  legatees  sub- 
ject to  such  contract  or  covenant  as  a  charge  upon  the 
estate.*  But  outside  of  the  statute,  a  valid  agreement  or 
covenant,  such  as  a  court  of  equity  would  enforce  specifi- 
cally, will  in  equity,  though  perhaps  not  in  law,  operate 
as  a  revocation  of  the  estate  previously  devised,  as  it  is 
regarded  from  that  time  as  the  property  of  the  vendee.* 

§  3291.  Revocation  by  a  Subsequent  Clause. — A  clear 
and  absolute  gift  under  one  clause  of  a  will  is  not  limited 
by  a  subsequent  clause,  except  by  the  employment  of 
clear  and  explicit  terms.' 

§  3292.  Revocation  Procured  or  Prevented  by  Menace, 
Undue  Influence,  or  Fraud. — If  revocation  of  a  will  is 
obtained  by  menace,  undue  influence,  or  fraud,  it  is  void 
in  California.*  But  it  seems  that  fraudulent  prevention 
of  the  revocation  of  a  will  will  not  afford  ground  for  set- 
ting it  aside.*  To  prove  that  the  destruction  of  a  will  was 
procured  by  undue  influence,  evidence  showing  what  took 
place  in  the  sick-room  between  the  time  the  will  was  sent 
for  and  the  time  when  it  was  brought  back  and  destroyed, 
and  also  showing  the  motive  by  which  the  party  exerting 
the  undue  influence  was  actuated,  is  admissible  as  a  part 
of  the  res  gestse* 

§  3293.  Partial  Revocation. — It  is  said  that  "so  long 
as  there  remains  anything  upon  which  the  will  can  oper- 
ate, there  can  be  no  revocation  as  a  matter  of  law,  except 
by  the  mode  pointed  out  by  statute,"^  so  that  a  will 
may  be  revoked  pro  tanto,  and  any  act  may  operate  as  an 
implied  partial  revocation,  as  a  conveyance  of  land  de- 


'  Stiinson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2810  c. 

'  Donohoo  V.  Lea,  1  Swan,  119;  55 
Am.  Dec.  725. 

^  Barksdale  v.  White,  28  Gratt.  224; 
26  Am.  Rep.  344. 

'  Deeriug'a  Civ.  Code,  sec.  1272. 


"Floyd  V.  Floyd,  3  Strob.  44;  49 
Am.  Dec.  626. 

«  Batton  V.  Watson,  13  Ga.  63;  68 
Am.  Dec.  504. 

'  FeUows  V.  Allen,  60  N.  H.  439, 
441. 
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vised/  or  a  mortgiigo  of  the  property.'  But  the  cancel- 
lation  of  a  part  of  the  will  is  an  equivocal  act,  the  legal 
effect  of  which  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  extrin- 
sic proof  of  circumstances,  indicating  the  intention  with 
which  it  was  done;  and  although  it  is  prima  facie  evidence 
of  intent  to  revoke,  parol  testimony  is  admissible  to  show 
that  the  intention  to  cancel  applied  only  to  so  much  of 
the  instrument  as  was  actually  canceled.'  "It  is  the  un- 
doubted general  rule  that  a  partial  revocation  only  pro- 
duces what  is  inaptly  and  inaccurately  termed  a  revoca- 
tion pro  ianto,  instead  of  an  ademption,  of  the  subject  of 
the  devise,  and  thus  necessarily  limits  the  operation  of  the 
will  to  the  extent  of  the  alienation;  not,  however,  because 
of  any  defect  in  the  will  itself,  but  because  it  pleased  the 
testator  to  make  a  disposition  of  such  part  of  his  estate 
different  from  what  he  originally  intended,  which  it  is 
always  competent  for  him  to  do,  either  by  a  conveyance, 
or  a  new  will  or  codicil."  * 

Illustrations.  —  Under  a  statute  which  provides  that  "no 
will  shall  be  revoked,  unless  by  burning,  tearing,  canceling,  or 
obliterating  the  same,  with  the  intention  of  revoking  it,  by  the 
testator  himself,  or  by  some  person  in  his  presence,  or  by  his 
direction,  or  by  some  other  will,  codicil,  or  writing,  signed,  at- 
tested, and  subscribed  in  the  manner  provided  for  making  a 
will,"  held,  that  an  erasure  by  a  testator  of  certain  clauses  in  his 
will,  with  the  intention  of  revoking  only  those  clauses,  is  a  valid 
revocation  of  those  clauses,  but  not  of  the  whole  will;  and  the 
property  therein  referred  to  passes  under  the  residuary  clause, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  of  a  contrary  intention:  Bigelowv. 
Gillott,  123  Mass.  102;  25  Am.  Rep.  32. 

9  Pick.  350;  20  Am.  Dec.  481;  Terry 
V.  Edminster,  9  Pick.  355,  note;  Web- 
ster V.  Webster,  105  Mass.  538,  54:'; 
Balliet'a  Appeal,  14  Pa.  St.  451;  Brush 
V.  Brush,  1 1  Ohio,  287;  Floyd  v.  Floyd, 
7  B.  Mon.  290;  In  re  Mickel,  14  Johns 
324;  McNaughton  v.  McNaughton,  34 
N.  Y.  201 ;  Warren  v.  Taylor,  56  Iowa, 
182;  WelU  v.  Wells,  35  Miss.  6;:8; 
Brydgea  v.  Duchess  of  Cliandos,  2  Ved, 
Jr.  417;  4  Dane  Abr.  576,  577;  Love- 
lass  on  Wills,  358;  1  Redtieldon  Wills, 
335;  Par  sons  ou  Wills,  63. 


'  Minuse  r.  Cox,  5  Johns.  Ch.  441; 
9  Am.  Dec.  313. 

'■'  McTaggart  v.  Thompson,  14  Pa. 
St.  149. 

»  Brown's  Will,  1  B.  Mon.  56;  35 
Am.  Dec.  174. 

*  The  court,  in  Hoitt  v.  Hoitt,  63 
N.  H.  475.  497;  56  Am.  Rep.  530,  534, 
citing  Fellows  v.  Allen,  60  N.  H.  439; 
440;  49  Am.  Rep.  328;  Carter  v. 
Thomas,  4  Greeul.  341,  343,  344; 
Graves  v.  Sheldon,  2  D.  Chip.  71,  75; 
15  Am.  Dec.  653;  Blandin  v.  Eiaudin, 
9  Vt.  210,  211;  Uawea  v.  Humphrey, 
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§  3294.  Revocation  of  Specific  Devise.  —  The  revoca- 
tion of  a  specific  devise  of  real  property  may  arise  from 
the  alteration  or  alienation  of  the  testator's  estate  during 
his  lifetime,  or  by  some  writing  executed  with  all  the 
formalities  required  for  a  valid  will.  Hence  a  devisee  of 
real  estate  is  entitled  thereto,  notwithstanding  she  re- 
ceived from  the  testator  in  his  lifetime  a  sum  of  money, 
and  executed  a  receipt  therefor,  which  stated  that  it  was 
received  as  her  part  of  the  testator's  estate  "up  to  this 
time,  and  all  such  property  as  he  may  accumulate  up  to 
his  decease."  * 

§  3295.  Revocation  by  Codicil — Revocation  of  Codicil. 
—  A  codicil  which  makes  a  different  disposition  of  prop- 
erty from  the  will,  though  it  is  invalid  from  some  defect 
dehors  the  instrument,  is  yet  eflfectual  to  revoke  the  will, 
though  it  contains  no  express  clause  of  revocation;''  though 
a  codicil  which  gives  to  a  residuary  legatee  a  certain  sum 
of  money  will  not  per  se  revoke  the  residuary  bequest  to 
such  legatee.*  In  some  of  the  states  all  codicils  to  the 
will  are,  under  the  statute,  revoked  by  the  revocation  of 
the  will.* 

Illustrations.  —  A  testator,  resident  in  Massachusetts,  de- 
vised property,  the  income  to  be  paid  to  S.  for  life,  tlie  principal 
to  descend  to  his  heirs.  He  also  created  a  fund,  the  income  of 
one  half  to  S.  for  life,  the  principal  to  descend  to  his  heirs,  the 
other  half  to  be  paid  in  money  to  S.  By  a  codicil,  he  revoked 
that  part  of  his  will  by  which  any  of  his  estate  was  bequeathed 
to  S.,  and  gave  him  only  the  income  thereof,  so  no  more  than  the 
income  should  come  to  S.,  the  principal,  on  the  death  of  S,,  to 
descend  to  the  legal  heirs.  Held,  that  the  codicil  revoked  the 
absolute  gift  of  money  to  S.,  and  placed  it  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  other  bequests  for  his  benefit,  both  as  regards  S.  and  his 
heirs:  Homer  v.  Brown,  16  How.  354. 

§  3296.     Republication   of  Wills  —  Reviving    Former 
Will.  —  A  will  cannot  be  revived  after  revocation,  except 

'  Burnham  v.    Comfort,  108  N.  Y.  *  Stultz  v.  Kiaer,  2  Ired.  Eq.  538. 

535;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  462.  *  See   Stimson's  American    Statute 

'  Read  v.  Manning,  30  Miss.  30S.  See  Law,     sec.     2677,     supplement,    sec. 

Suowhill  V.  Snowhill,  23  N.  J.  L.  447.  2677. 
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by  re-execution  or  by  a  codicil,  and  the  revocation  of  a 
will  revoking  a  former  will  does  not  revive  the  former; ' 
but  a  former  will  revoked  by  a  subsequent  one  may,  upon 
revocation  of  the  latter,  be  revived  by  republication, 
under  the  statutes  of  some  of  the  states;"  a  re-execution 
of  a  will  and  codicils  has  no  other  effect  than  a  republi- 
cation,  and  cannot  annul  the  prior  executions  of  the 
instruments,  or  alter  or  vary  their  effect  any  further  than 
as  a  republication."  A  codicil  operates  as  a  republication 
when  referring  to  a  previous  will.*  But  a  will  once  re- 
voked by  a  written  declaration  cannot  be  republished  by 
parol;"  though  it  is  held  that  the  republication  of  a  will 
of  personalty  may  be  proved  by  parol.' 


315; 
V.   Da- 
Am.    Rep. 


*  Harwell  v.   Lively,    30  Ga. 
76    Am.    Dec.    649;    Pickens 
vis,    131    Maaa.   252;    45 
322. 

*  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
sec.  2679. 

*  Langdon  v.  Astor,  16  N.  Y.  9. 
See  Stimson's  American  Statute  Law, 
seo.  2678. 

*  Miles  V.  Boyden,  3  Pick.  213; 
Stimson's  American  Statute  Law,  sec. 


2C78;  Deering's  Cal.  Civ.   Code,  seo. 
1287. 

*  Witter  V.  Mott,  2  Conn.  67.  Se« 
Jackson  v.  Potter,  9  Johns.  312. 

*  Cogdell  V.  Cogdell,  3  Desaug.  Eq. 
346.  See  Boudinot  v.  Bradford,  2  Dall. 
266.  As  to  revival  of  one  will  by  re- 
vocation of  another,  examine  the  notes 
to  Pickens  v.  Davis,  45  Am.  Rep.  327, 
and  to  Harwell  v.  Lively,  76  Am. 
Dae.  652. 
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CHAPTER  CLXI. 

THE  SUBMISSION. 

Arbitration  and  anbiniaaioa  defined  —  Common-law  and  statutory 
submission. 

References. 

Making  submission  a  rule  of  court,  and  entering  judgment  on  award. 

Parties  to  submission  must  be  capable  of  contracting. 

Who  may  submit  to  arbitration. 

Who  may  not  submit. 

To  warrant  submission,  a  "controversy  "  suflScient. 

Matters  which  may  be  submitted. 

Disputes  concerning  real  estate. 

Matters  which  may  not  be  submitted. 

Informal  statutory  submission  — Good  as  common-law  submission. 

Statutory  requirements  must  be  followed. 

Substantial  compliance  sufficient. 

Submission  need  not  be  in  technical  form  —  Agreement  to  be  bound 

by  award  unnecessary. 
Oral  submission  valid  — When  written  one  required. 
Where  title  to  land  not  actually  in  dispute,  parol  submission  good. 
Written  submission  supersedes  previous  oral  one. 
Written  submission  not  variable  by  parol. 
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§  3323.  Submission  may  be  conditional. 

§  3324.  Stij.iulation  not  to  appeal  from  award. 

§  3325.  Agre'meuta  to  arbitrate  not  specifically  enforced — Damages. 

§  332(3.  Agreements  to  refv..  disputes  do  not  pre/ent  action. 

§  3327.  Except  where  reference  is  made  condition  precedent  to  suit. 

§  3297.  Arbitration  and  Submission  Defined — Com- 
mon-law and  Statutory  Submissions. — An  arbitration  is 
the  submission  by  parties  of  matters  in  controversy  be- 
tween them  to  the  judgment  of  a  third  person  or  per. 
sons,  who  are  substituted  in  the  phice  of  the  courts  of 
law  or  equity.'  That  act  by  which  parties  refer  any  mat- 
ters in  dispute  between  them  to  the  decision  of  a  third 
person  is  called  a  submission;  the  person  to  whom  the 
reference  is  made  is  called  an  arbitrator;  the  decision  of 
the  arbitrator  is  called  the  award.'^  A  submission  at  com- 
mon law  is  dependent  entirely  upon  the  agreement  of  the 
parties;  and  an  award,  being  made  under  it,  is  merely  a 
debt  in  favor  of  the  party,  upon  which  he  must  bring  his 
action.^  By  statutes,  however,  parties  may  refer  their 
disputes  to  arbitrators  on  pursuing  certain  forms,  and 
their  award  is  accepted  as  the  judgment  of  a  court.  Such 
submissions  are  called  statutory  submissions.  An  award 
having  been  declared  void,  the  agreement  of  submission 
is  no  longer  a  binding  obligation.* 


*  Note  to  Elemendorf  v.  Harris,  5 
Wend.  522;  Van  Cortland  v.  Under- 
bill, i/  Johns.  405;  2  Johns.  Ch.  339; 
Percival  v.  Herbecourt,  1  McMull.  59; 
Dickenson  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  W.  Va.  390. 

*  See  Senator  Seward  in  Garr  v. 
Gomez,  9  Wend.  661.  An  arbitration 
is  not  a  suit  in  court  within  a  statute: 
Crook  V.  Chambers,  40  Ala.  239.  A 
bond  to  secure  the  performance  of  an 
award  referring  to,  but  not  containing, 
an  agreement  to  submit  will  not  take 
the  placo  of  the  required  written  snb- 
niiasion:  Boots  v.  Canine,  94  Ind.  406 
A  verbal  agreement  that  the  respective 
counsel  of  th«.  parties  should  settle  the 
differences  beiweea  the  parties  does 
not  constitute  the  counsels'  decision 
an  award,  there  being  no  definite  tub- 
mission:  Weichardt  v.  Hook,  83  Pa. 
St.  434. 


*  See  Henderson  v.  Benton,  52  Tex. 
29.  But  the  parties  may  stipulate 
that  judgment  may  be  entered  in  con- 
formity with  the  award:  Bank  v.  Wiil- 
ner,  11  Paige,  529;  43  Am.  Dec.  76S. 
Where,  after  evidence  had  been  fiu 
ished  before  a  jury,  it  was  agreed  that 
the  court  should  taka  the  evidence, 
and  '.fter  hearing  counsel,  "shall  'lu- 
ternnue  all  questions  of  law  and  fact. 
the  verdict  shall  then  be  entered  a^ 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  now  impan- 
eled, and  the  court  to  hie  an  opinion 
and  the  evidence  in  the  case, "  and  the 
court  filed  an  opinion  finding  the  facts, 
and  a  sum  to  oe  paid  by  the  defeiul- 
ant,"  it  was  held  that  the  refereni' 
of  the  facts  and  the  law  was  to  the 
judge  as  an  arbitrator:  Gwyna  v. 
OHern,  72  Pa.  St.  29. 

*  Calvert  v.  Carter,  18  Md.  73. 
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§  3298.  References. — So  a  court,  the  parties  consent- 
ing, may  refer  a  case  pending  before  it  to  arbitrators. 
Such  a  power  "is  incident  to  all  judicial  administration, 
where  the  right  exists  to  ascertain  the  facts  as  well  as  to 
pronounce  the  law."*  By  statute  in  many  states,  such  a 
power  is  given  to  the  courts,  even  against  the  consent  of 
the  parties.^  Such  arbitrations  are  usually  termed  refer- 
ences. If,  during  a  trial,  a  reference  appears  to  be  neces- 
sary, the  court  may  order  it.*  Where  a  court,  having 
power  to  order  a  reference,  has  ordered  it,  it  is  presumed 
that  the  circumstances  justifying  the  order  existed,  al- 
though no  written  consent  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
order.*  If  supported  by  substantial  evidence,  the  find- 
ing of  a  referee  is  conclusive.^  Under  a  rule  that  the 
case  "  be  referred  to  the  determination"  jf  the  referee, 
and  that  his  report  "should  be  final  and  conclusive  be- 
tween the  parties,"  the  referee  has  power  to  decide  ques- 
tions of  law  as  well  us  those  of  fact,  and  his  decision 
thereon  is  conclusive.®  But  a  reference  to  a  master  "to 
hear  the  evidence,  find  the  facts,  and  report  the  same  to- 
gether with  the  evidence,"  does  not  include  conclusions 
of  law.' 

§  3299.  Making  Submission  a  Rule  of  Court,  and 
Entering  Judgment  on  Award.  —  By  statutes,  both  in 
this  country  (in  some  of  the  states)  anr^  in  England,  a 
submission  may  be  made  a  rule  of  coui  L,  and  judgment 
bo  entered  on  the  award  under  it."  The  submission  may 
le  made  a  rule  of  court,  even  aftor  the  award  is  made.' 


'NewPDmb  v.  Wood,  97  U.  S. 
581. 

'  Morey  v.  Warrior  Mower  Co. ,  90 
111.  mi;  Blair  Town  Lot  Co.  v.  Walker, 
50  Iowa,  .^76;  Monitor  Iron  Works 
t).  Kotcham,  47  Wis.  177;  Tribou  v. 
Strowbridge,  7  Or.  156.  An  account 
containing  over  a  liundred  items  is  a 
"long  account,"  justifying  a  compul- 
bory  reference  by  the  court:  Crocker 
».  Currier,  65  Wis.  662. 

•  Central  Trust  Co.  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  18 
880 


Abb.  N.  C.  64,  381;  Ke'.ly  v.  Charlicr, 
18  Abb.  N.  C.  416, 

*  Cartee  v.  Spence,  24  S.  C.  550. 

*  Hoyt  V.  Clark,  8  Mo.  App.  566. 

*  Morse  v.  Beers,  51  Vt.  359. 

'  McNaught  V.  McAllister,  93  Ind. 
114. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
80.     See  post,  §  3401. 

»  McClure  v.  Ciulick,  17  N.  J.  L. 
340;  Hazen  v.  Addis,  14  N.  J.  L.  333; 
Bemus  v,  Quiggle,  7  Watts,  362. 
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But  in  the  absence  of  such  a  statute  a  judgment  will  not 
be  entered  on  an  award  made  under  submission  in  'paU} 
Tlie  rule  as  to  statutory  awards  is  that  objections  must  bo 
presented  in  answer  to  the  application  for  confirmation; 
if  not  raised  then,  they  will  not  be  entertained  after- 
wards.^ 


§  3300.  Parties  to  Submission  must  be  Capable  of  Con- 
tracting.— The  parties  to  a  submission  must  have  a  legal 
capacity  to  contract,  and  to  carry  out  the  award  when 
made.^  But  where  there  is  a  capacity  to  contract,  with 
liability  to  pay,  there  is  generally  a  power  to  arlitraie. 
And  the  fact  that  one  of  the  parties  is  a  corporation 
makes  no  difference.'*  An  award  against  two  persons  i.« 
not  void  as  to  both  because  one  of  them  did  not  agree  to 
submit  the  matter  in  dispute  to  arbitration.  The  award 
is  good  as  to  the  one  assenting.* 

§  3301.     Who  may  Submit  to  Arbitration.  —  The  pov- 

ers  of  agents  and  attorneys  to  bind  their  principals  by 
a  submission  to  arbitration  have  been  already  discussed.' 
Assignees  in  bankruptcy^  may  submit  claims  to  arbitration. 
So  may  a  corporation,  either  public  or  private;*  or  an  execu- 
tor or  admhiistrator  as  to  demands  by  or  against  the  estate; 


1  Shearer  v.  Moera,  19  Pick.  308; 
Simpson  v.  McBee,  3  Dev,  531.  See 
Cushing  V.  Babcock,  38  Me.  452. 

"Shroyer  v.  Bash,  57  Iml.  349; 
Gaines  v.  Clark,  23  Minn.  G4. 

'Bean  v.  Farnain,  6  Pick.  272; 
Brady  v.  Mayor,  1  Barb.  584;  Wyatt 
V,  Benson,  23  Barb.  327. 

*  Brady  v.  Mayor  etc.,  1  Barb.  584. 

*  Mathews  v.  Mathews,  1  Heisk. 
669.  But  see  Yeainaus  v.  Yeamaus, 
99  Mass.  585. 

*  See  Title  Principal  and  Agent. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
30. 

*  Brady  v.  Mayor,  1  Barb.  584;  Al- 
exandria Canal  Co.  v.  Swann,  6  How. 
8.S;  Madison  Ins.  Co.  v.  Griffin,  3  Ind. 
277;  Proprietors  v.  Frye,  5  Greunl.  38; 
Wood   V.   R.   R.   Co.,  8  N.    Y.    160; 


Isaacs  V.  Beth  Hamedash  Soc,  ]  flilt. 
469;  Tuscaloosa  Bridge  v.  Jemiso  i,  33 
Ala.  47t);  City  of  Shawneutuvu  r. 
Baker,  85  111.  563;  Kane  v.  FonJ  du 
Lac,  40  Wis.  495;  llomin£ftov.  ?•.  Har- 
rison Co.  Ct.,  12  Bush,  148;  Memphis 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Scruggs,  50  Miss.  -84, 
"  Kendall  v.  Bates,  35  Me.  357;  Rus- 
sell ?'.  Lane,  1  Barb.  519;  Alhii!.'  t. 
Munson,  2  Conn.  691;  Jones  v.  l\vor. 
16  Ala.  221 ;  Merchants'  Bank  v.  Uawls 
21  Ga.  334;  Overly  v.  Overly,  I  Mot. 
(Ky.)  117;  Yarborough  r.  \^%-M,  14 
Tex.  677;  Logsdon  v.  Roberts,  3  Mon. 
257;  Wheatly  v.  Martin,  6  Leiizii,  02; 
Coffin  V.  Cottle,  4  Pick.  454:  J'.raii  v. 
Farnam,  6  Pick.  269;  CliadlMiuni  v. 
Chadbourn,  9  Allen,  173;  Swii.inl  r, 
Wilson,  2  Const.  Rup.  218;  iJi'iuiett 
V.  Pierce,  28  Conn.   315;   Boyuton  v. 
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or  trustees;*  or  selectmen  of  a  town  or  county;^  so  may 
the  guardian  of  ai  infant,^  or  of  a  lunatic*  The  sub- 
mission of  an  infant  is  voidable;  if  to  his  interest,  it  will 
be  sustained;  otherwise,  not.®  "The  wife  may  bind  herself 
by  her  own  sole  submission  in  respect  of  any  property  in 
regard  to  which  she  has  the  absolute  power  of  disposal 
and  conveyance  by  her  own  independent  and  individual 
action;  but  she  ma}'-  not  bind  herself  otherwise  than  in 
respect  of  such  property.  The  husband  may  bind  the 
wife  to  any  undertaking,  provided  that  he  has  the  power 
to  carry  out  the  possible  terms  of  the  award  without  her 
joinder  or  acquiescence;  or  provided  that  the  law  would 
enforce  such  joinder  or  acquiescence,  if  it  were  legally  in- 


iiiynton,  10  Vt.  117;  Konigina';ker  »;. 
,;i  mol.  1  Tenr.  &  W.  207;  21  Am. 
ec.  375;  Bailey  v.  Dillworth,  10 
Smedes  &  M.  404;  48  Am.  Deo.  760; 
Strodea  r.  Patton,  1  Brock.  228. 
Co'ilra,  Clark  v.  Hogle,  52  III.  427. 

'  Brower  r.  OsterLout,  7  Watts  &  8. 
344;  Isaacs  w.  Beth  Hamedash  Society, 
1  Hil  .  409. 

^  Bo.ston  V.  Brazer,  11  Mass.  447; 
Uix  V.  Dummeraton,  19  Vt.  202;  (Janip- 
liull  V.  Upton,  113  Mass.  67;  Buck- 
land  V.  Conway,  10  Mass.  390;  Hine 
(.  Stephens,  33  Conn.  504;  89  Am.  Dec. 
217.  See  Griswold  v.  North  Stoning- 
tnii,  5  Conn.  307;  liollister  v.  Pawlet, 
43  Vt.  425. 

"Bean  v.  Famaui,  6  Pick.  209; 
Weud  V.  EUis,  3  Caiues,  253;  Coleman 
V.  Turner,  14  Sinedes  &  M.  118;  Wes- 
ton V.  Stuart,  11  Me.  320;  Strong  v. 
Bernujon,  18  Ala.  168;  Fort  v.  Battle, 
13  Sinedes  &  M.  133;  Beebe  v.  Traf- 
forl),  Kirby,  215;  Hannum  i\  Wallace, 
9  Humph.  129;  Smith  v.  Kirkpatrick, 
58  Ind.  254;  McConib  v.  Turner,  14 
Sine(les&  M.  119. 

♦Weston  V.  Stuart,  II  Mo.  326; 
Hutuliins  V.  Johnson,  12  Conn.  376; 
30  Am.  Dec.  622;  the  court  saying: 
"Can  a  conservator  submit  to  arbitra- 
tion questions  relative  to  the  estate  of 
the  award?  It  has  been  settled  by 
this  court  that  an  administrator  may 
submit  claims  in  behalf  of  the  estate 
to  arbitration:  1  Swift's  Digest,  ."^65; 
Ailing  V.  Muuson,  2  Conn.  691,  690; 
Btiau  V.  Faraam,   6  Pick.   269,   271. 


It  is  true  that  an  administrator  has 
a  legal  interest  in  the  goods  and  chat- 
tels of  the  deceased.  A  guardian, 
too,  may  submit  for  his  ward,  and 
bind  himself  that  the  award  shall  be 
performed:  Roberts  i\  N(;wl)iild,  Comb. 
318.  It  may  be  said  that  a  guardian 
has  also  a  vested  interest  in  his  ward's 
property.  This  is  true  of  a  guaidian 
in  socage  and  a  testamentary  guardian 
under  the  statute  of  Charles  II.  But  it 
is  only  such  an  interest  as  is  necessary 
for  the  performance  of  the  trust,  but 
not  for  himself:  14  Vin.  Ahr.  I  "J;  Be- 
dell V.  Constable,  Vaugli.ui,  I  SI -183; 
Peoples.  Byron,  3  Johns.  Cas.  50.  And 
a  guardian  in  socage  is  said  to  ditfer 
only  in  name  from  a  bailiff:  Shopland  r. 
Ryoler,  Cro.  Jac.  99.  And  in  the  case 
of  Weed  n.  Ellis,  3  Caines,  25.'{,  it  was 
held  tnat  a  guardian  could  submit  a 
claim  arising  fron\  an  assault  and  false 
imprisonment  upon  the  uifant,  'viiere 
no  int.irest  whatever  had  vested  in 
him;  and  Livingston,  J.,  says:  '  It  is 
didicult  to  conceive  how  it  could  evt^r 
have  once  been  doubted  whether  guar- 
dians had  this  power.  For  the  very 
reason  that  an  infant  should  not  bind 
himself  in  this  way,  a  power  ^liould 
be  lodged  elsewhere;  and  where  can 
it  be  so  properly  intrusted  as  to  the 
very  person  who  has  the  care  of  all 
his  property?  " 

*  Baker  v.  Lovett,  6  Mass.  78;  4 
Am.  Dec.  88;  Britten  v.  Williams,  6 
Munf.  453;  See  Handy  v.  Cobb,  44 
Miss.  699. 
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dispensable  to  the  due  performance  of  the  award.'"  In  an 
action  upon  an  award,  where  the  submission  was  entered 
into  by  husbands  in  right  of  their  wives,  and  no  objec- 
tion was  made  to  it  below  on  this  ground,  and  it  did  not 
appear  affirmatively,  when  the  rights  of  the  wives  accrued, 
what  interest  the  husbands  had,  or  whether  the  wives 
were  living,  the  court  refused  to  declare  the  submission 
void.* 

§  3302.  Who  may  not  Submit.  —  Bankrupts  may  not 
submit  claims  to  arbitration;"  nor  a  guardian  ad  litem;* 
nor  a  joint  owner  so  as  to  bind  the  other;*  nor  officers  of 
the  government;^  nor  overseers  of  the  poor.^  One  partner 
cannot  bind  his  copartners  by  a  submission  of  a  firm 
matter  to  arbitration,*  unless,  as  is  held  in  some  cases, 
the  submission  is  by  parol,  and  not  by  deed,'  or  unless 
there  is  some  evidence  of  his  copartners  having  authorized 
it.'°  Where  the  statute  allows  an  action  to  be  brought  for 
a  penalty  created  by  it,  by  any  person  who  may  sue  for  it, 
no  person  has  such  an  interest  in  it  as  can  be  the  subject 
of  arbitration,  until  an  action  has  been  brought." 


'  Morse  on  Arbitration  anil  Award, 
•26;  Palmer  v.  Davis,  28  N.  Y.  24'2; 
W^cston  V.  Stuart,  11  Me.  32t); 
McCoinb  V.  Turner,  14  Smedes  &  M. 
119.  See  Handy  v.  Cobb,  44  Miss. 
099. 

^  McCouib  V.  Turner,  22  Miss.   119. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
30. 

*  Fort  V.  Battle,  1.3  Smedes  &  M. 
133;  Hannum  v.  Wallace,  9  Humph. 
129. 

»  Eastman  v.  Burleigh,  2  N.  H.  485; 
Smith  V.  Smith,  4  Rand.  95;  Boyd  v. 
Magruder,  2  Rob.  (Va.)  7C1. 

*  United  States  v.  Ames,  1  Wood.  & 
M.  76. 

'  As  to  the  claim  of  a  pauper:  Fur- 
bish V.  Hall,  8  Me.  315. 

*  Story  on  Partnership,  sees.  114- 
116;  Buchanan  v.  Curry,  19  Johns. 
137;  10  Am.  Dec.  200;  McBride  v. 
Hagan,  1  Wend.  .326;  Jones  v.  Bailey, 
5  Cal.  345;  Eastman  v.  Burleigh,  2  N. 
H.  484;  Southard  v.  Steele,  3  T.  B. 
Mon.  435;  Backus  v.  Coyne,  22  Mich.  5. 


'Taylor  v.  Coryell,  12  Serg,  &  R. 
243;  Buchanan  v.  Curry,  li)  Johns. 
137;  10  Am.  Dec.  200;  Wilcox  v. 
Siiigletary,  Wright,  420;  Ilalbck  v. 
March,  25  111.  48;  Southard  v.  Steele, 
3  T.  B.  Mon.  435.  The  weiglit  of 
modern  authority,  however,  is  to  the 
efi'ect  that  one  partner  cannot  bind 
the  firm,  though  he  binds  himself,  by 
a  reference  to  arbitration,  unless  spe- 
cially authorized,  whether  it  is  done 
by  deed  or  not:  Jones  v.  Bailey,  5  Cal, 
345;  Abbott  c  Dexter,  0  Cnsli.  lOS; 
Horton  v.  Wilde,  8  Gray,  425;  Oiiion 
V.  Robinson,  15  Vt.  510;  .Maitin  v. 
Tiirasher,  40  Vt.  4f)0;  Kartiuiirs  v. 
Ferrer,  1  Pet.  222;  Backus  v.  Coyne, 
35  Mich.  5;  Harrington  v.  Higham,  13 
Barb.  GtiO. 

'•  Mackay  v.  Bloodgood,  9  Johns, 
285;  Martin  v.  Thrasher,  40  Vt.  460; 
Eastman  v.  Burleigh,  2  N.  H.  iSii. 
See  Harrington  v.  Ilighani,  15  Barli. 
524. 

"  Middleton  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  95  N.  C 
167. 
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§  3303.  To  Warrant  Submi.ssion,  a  "  Controversy  "  Suffi- 
cient.—  In  order  to  warrant  a  submission,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  any  suit  should  be  pending  between  the  parties/ 
or  that  a  cause  of  action  exists."^  It  is  enoug'^  that  there 
is  or  may  be  a  controvers}-  between  the  parties  concern- 
ing a  matter  in  which  they  are  interested;''  but  it  is  es- 
sential that  there  should  be  a  matter  in  doubt.*  An 
award  will  .be  set  aside,  where  there  is  no  evidence  what- 
ever tending  to  show  that  the  parties  to  it  had  any  pre- 
vious dispute.*  Thus  a  reference  to  an  accountant  to 
find  a  sum  due  by  simply  adding  up  the  figures  in  books 
of  account  is  not  a  submission;"  nor  an  agreement  that 
the  rent  to  be  paid  for  land,  or  the  price  to  be  paid  for 
goods,  or  the  value  of  certain  services,  shall  be  determined 
by  three  disinterested  persons.^     It  is  held  in  a  number 


1  Titus  V.  Scantling,  4  Blackf.  89. 

'  Mayo  V.  Gardner,  4  Jones,  359; 
Findly  v.  Kay,  5  Jones,  125;  O'Keaon 
V.  Barclay,  2  Penr.  k  W.  531. 

'Brown  v.  Wheeler,  17  Conn.  345; 
44  Am.  Dec.  550;  Laaman  r.  Youni;', 
31  Pa.  St.  306;  Findly  ».  Ray,  >) 
Jones,  I'ia;  Robliins  v.  Claik,  i"J',» 
Mass.  145.  In  Brown  ?'.  Whet'lor,  17 
Conn.  345,  44  Am.  Due.  5.)0,  the 
court  say:  "We  do  not  niideristand 
that  there  must  be  a  law.suit,  or  even 
a  quarrel,  to  I'miie  valid  a  submissioa 
and  award.  Two  persons  not  agree- 
ing about  the  location  of  a  boundary, 
or  a  division  of  a  common  interest, 
may  as  well  refer  these  questions  to 
mutual  friends,  as  if  an  action  of  tres- 
pass had  been  commenced,  or  an  as- 
sault and  battery  had  occurred  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dispute.  A  submission 
to  arbitration  is  for  the  purpose  of  an 
amicable  and  easy  settlement  of  a 
doubtful  concern;  and  it  is  wholly 
immaterial  whether  there  be  any  ac- 
tual controversy  or  not. " 

*  Garr  v.  Gomez,  9  Wend.  6(50.  In 
Thayer  v.  Bacon,  3  Allen,  163,  80  Am. 
Dec.  59,  the  court  say:  "It  is  well 
settled  bj'  a  series  of  decisions  in  this 
commonwealth  that  an  award  of  ar- 
liitrators  under  a  submission  by  which 
they  are  authorized  to  fix  and  estab- 
lish the  boundary  line  between  the 
estates  of  adjacent  proprietors  is  con- 
clusive upon  the  parties,  and  that  they 


are  estopped  to  dispute  the  boundary 
thus  ascertained  anil  settled:  Scarier. 
Al)be,  13  Gray,  409,  and  cases  there 
cited.  And  if  the  instrument  iipo.n 
wiiich  the  defendant  relies  is  to  b'' 
construed  as  an  agreement  to  submit 
to  arbitration  the  line  between  him 
and  the  plaintitf,  the  ruling  of  the 
court  at  the  trial  tv.is  wrong,  and  a 
new  trial  nm.st  be  granted.  But  we 
cannot  so  construe  it.  The  signers  of 
the  paper  say  tha  ;  they  are  desirous 
of  having  their  uspeccive  lines  run 
so  that  each  ot  them  may  know  their 
boundary;  and  they  .severally  agree 
to  employ  Mr.  Wadswortli  to  run  said 
lines  and  put  up  stakes  or  marks  to 
designate  each  lot,  and  agroe  to  pay 
their  proporti(m  of  the  expense.  We 
seek  in  vain  for  the  usual  and  apt 
words  to  constitute  a  submission  to 
arbitration.  It  does  not  appear  that 
there  was  any  controversy  between 
the  owners,  anything  requiring  a  no- 
tice or  hearing,  or  decision  of  conflict- 
ing claims.  So  far  as  the  paper  shows, 
the  service  expected  of  Mr.  Wads- 
worth  was  simply  ministerial." 

"Cothran  v.  Knox,  13  S.  C.  496; 
Curry  v.  Lackey,  35  Mo.  389. 

6  Kelly  V.  Crawford,  5  Wall.  735. 

'  Store  I'.  Hessler,  120  111.  433;  60 
Am.  Rep.  563;  Willingham  v.  Veal. 
74  Ga.  755;  Atkinson  v.  Dailey,  107 
Ind.  117;  Sutro  Tunnel  Co.  v.  Belcher 
Mining  Co.,  19  Nev.  121. 
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of  cases  that  a  mere  measurer  of  work  is  not  an  arbi- 
trator;' or  one  wlio  merely  calculates  a  matter  of  inter- 
est due."  And  in  England,  and  in  some  cases  in  this 
country,  an  agreement  which  leaves  the  value  of  an  article 
or  of  labor  to  be  fixed  by  the  opinion  of  a  third  person  is 
held  not  a  submission  to  arbitration.'  But  the  weight  of 
authority  in  our  courts  is  to  the  effect  that  an  appraiser 
is  an  arbitrator.'*  "Though,"  says  Bell,  J.,  in  a  New- 
Hampshire  case,*  where  this  view  of  the  case  is  well  stated, 
—  "though  there  i  .^  cases  where  it  has  been  held  that  a 
reference  to  a  third  person  to  measure  materials  or  work, 
to  jud^e  of  their  quality,  to  fix  a  price,  or  to  make  an 
appraisal,  or  the  like,  is  not  a  submission  to  arbitration, 
yet  it  seems  to  us  that  every  agreement  of  parties  by 
which  they  bind  themselves  to  abide  by  the  decision  of 
an  indifferent  third  person  as  to  any  matter  affecting 
their  rights  is  a  submission  to  arbitration,  and  the  de- 
cision of  such  party  upon  the  matter  thus  referred  to 
him  is  an  award  We  do  not  perceive  that  any  difler- 
ence  in  the  nature  or  importance  of  the  question  sub- 
mitted, or  of  the  evidence  upon  which  it  must  be  decided, 
or  in  the  means  to  be  used  to  arrive  at  a  correct  result, 
can  affect  in  this  respect  the  nature  of  the  proceeding. 
If  the  parties  have  a  difference  or  dispute,  however  trivial, 
or  upon  a  matter  however  simple,  and  in  whatever  mode 
the  truth  is  to  be  ascertained,  and  they  select  an  indiffer- 
ent third  persom  to  be  the  judge  between  them,  and  bind 
themselves  to  abide  his  decision,  that  seems  to  us  a  sub- 
mission to  arbitration,  and  the  decision  to  be  an  award," 


•  Hale  V.  Handy,  26  N.  H.  206;  Con- 
don V.  R.  R  Co.,  14  Gratt.  302;  Balti- 
more etc.  R.  R.  Co.  r.  Parley,  14 
Gratt.  447:  VlcKinney  v.  Page,  32  Me. 
513.     But  see  McAvoy  v.  Long,  13  111. 

147. 

•i  Grimes  v.  Blake.  16  Ind.  160. 

*  Leeda  v.  Burrows,  12  East,  1;  Lee 
V.  Hemingway,  3  Nev.  &  M.  860;  Jen- 
kins V.  Betham,  24  L.  .1.  Com.  P.  94; 
Collins  V.  Collins,  26  B«av.  306;  Garred 


V.  MaccT,  10  Mo.  161;  Curry  r.  Lackey, 
35  Mo.  389. 

*  Underhill  v.  Van  Cortlandt,  2 
Johns.  Ch.  .339;  17  Johns.  405;  Efner 
V.  Shaw,  2  Wend.  567;  Laumaii  v. 
Young,  31  Pa.  St.  306;  Oakes  v.  Moore. 
24  M^.  214;  41  Am.  Dec.  379;  Leonani 
V.  House,  15  Ga.  473.  And  see  Joli' 
V.  McKiernan,  Moody  &  M.  340. 

'Smith  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  H. 
458. 
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§  3304.  Matters  Which  may  be  Submitted.  —  But  sub- 
ject to  the  qualifications  in  the  last  section,  almost  any 
matter  in  dispute  may  be  submitted  to  arbitration;^  as,  for 
example,  boundary  lines,^  dower  claims,*  ejectment  suits,* 
the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid  for  land  taken  for 
a  railroad  right  of  way,^  questions  of  law,*  single  items  of 
a  long  account.^ 

§  3305.  Disputes  concerning  Real  Estate.  —  Disputes 
concerning  real  estate  were  at  one  time,  in  England,  not 
permitted  to  be  referred  to  arbitrators,  but  this  exception 
is  not  now  known.  "The  law  is  well  settled  that  where 
tlie  parties  might  by  their  own  act  transfer  real  property, 
or  exercise  any  act  of  ownership  with  respect  to  it,  they 
may  refer  any  disputes  concerning  it  to  the  decision  of 
arbitrators,  who  may  order  the  same  acts  to  be  done  which 
the  parties  themselves  might  do  by  agreement."*  A  gen- 
eral submission  will  include  questions  relating  to  realty 
as  well  as  to  personalty." 


'  Jones  V.  Burns,  27  Miss.  373; 
Davenport  v.  Fulkerson,  70  Mo.  417. 

'■'  Jones  V.  Boston  Mill  Corp.,  6  Pick. 
148;  Page  v.  Foster,  7  N.  H.  392. 

'•'  Cox  '•.  Jagger,  2  Cow.  038;  1-4  Am. 
Dec.  5'->2. 

*  McCracken  v.  Clarke,  31  Pa.  St. 
498. 

•'  Knoche  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  34  Fed.  Rep. 
471. 

•*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
54;  Johnson  v.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  '28G; 
38  Am.  Dec.  485. 

'  McHride  v.  Hagau,  1  Wend.  326. 

*  Cox  r.  Jagger,  2  Cow.  (549;  14  Am. 
Dec.  523;  Blair  v.  Wallace,  21  Cal. 
31.'1;  Penniman  v.  Rodman,  13  Met. 
382.  In  Olcott  r.  Wood,  14  N.  Y.  38, 
the  court,  in  construing  the  New  York 
Btatute  (2  Rev.  Stats.,  p.  541,  sec.  2) 
declaring  that  no  submission  to  arbi- 
tration shall  be  lawful  "respecting  the 
claim  of  any  person  to  any  estate  in 
fee  or  for  life  in  real  estate,"  said: 
"Prior  to  the  Revised  Statutes,  such 
claims  as  existed  between  these  par- 
ties migiit  have  been  8ul)uiitted  and 
determined  by  arbitration:  Watson  on 
Arliitration  and  Awartl,  (i2,  (13;  3 
Rev.  Stats.,  774,  note  to  sec.  2;  but  in 


regard  to  title  to  the  freehold  or  in- 
heritance, at  an  early  pei-iod  it  was 
held  tiiat  it  could  not  be  determined 
by  arbitrament.  That  rule  was  de- 
prived of  its  efficacy  by  its  being  de- 
cided that  though  the  award  would 
not  pass  the  title,  yet  it  would  estop 
the  parties:  Doe  v.  Rosser,  3  East,  15; 
Sellicki;.  Addams,  15  Johns.  197.  The 
object  of  the  statute  seems  to  have 
been  to  restore  the  old  rule  of  the 
common  law,  and  perhaps  to  carry  out 
its  principle  further  than  the  old  rule 
had  gone,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pre- 
vent etfeetually  its  evasion.  Its  policy 
was  to  remove  from  the  usually  un- 
learned forum  of  arbitrators  questions 
of  title  to  estates  in  land  in  fee  or  for 
life,  which,  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  class  of  questions,  depended  upoa 
principles  of  technical  learning.  These 
considerations  would  apply  with  much 
less  force  to  controversies  in  respect 
to  equitable  rigiits  to  have  legal  titles, 
which  ordinarily  would  depend  upon 
broader  principles  of  justice." 

9  Munro  v.  Allaire,  2  Caines,  320; 
Sellick  V.  Adams,  15  Johns.  197; 
Byers  v.  Van  Dusen,  5  Wend.  268; 
Pcnniman  v.  Rodman,  13  Met.  382. 
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§  3306.    Matters  Which  may  not  be  Submitted.— But 

parties  cannot  submit  to  arbitration  the  question  of  tlio 
liability  of  a  person  to  a  criminal  prosecution;*  or  matters 
of  an  illegal  nature;^  or  a  claim  which  is  absolutely  for- 
bidden by  statute.' 

§  3307.  Informal  Statutory  Submission —  Good  as  a 
Common-law  Submission.  —  It  is  generally  held  that  tlie 
common-law  arbitration  is  not  superseded  by  the  statutory 
one,  and  that  a  submission  valid  at  common  law  will  be 
sufficient  to  support  an  award,  though  it  do  not  conform 
to  the  statute.'*  Where  a  statutory  reference  is  not  prop, 
erly  entered  into,  the  statutory  requirements  not  being 
followed,  it  may  be  treated  as  a  common-law  submission.^ 


*  Harrington  v.  Brown,  9  Allen,  579. 
But  see  Noble  v.  Peebles,  13  Serg.  & 
R.  319. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
53.  See  Wyatt  v.  Benson,  23  Barb. 
327;  4  Abb.  Pr.  182. 

»  Hall  V.  Kiinrner,  61  Mich.  269;  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  575. 

*  Wells  r.  Lain,  15  Wend.  99;  Burn- 
side  D.Whitney,  21  N.  Y.  148;  Diedrick 
V.  Richley,  2  Hill,  271;  Howard  v. 
Sexton,  4  N.  Y.  157;  Laiiiar  r.  Nichol- 
son, 7  Port.  158;  Dickerson  v.  Truer, 
4  Blackf.  25:i;  Titus  v.  Scantling,  4 
Blackf.  89;  Logsdon  v.  Robert,  3  T.  B. 
Men.  256;  Evans  v.  McKinney,  Litt. 
Sel.  Cas.  264;  Richardson  v.  Cassidy, 
3  Watts,  320;  Overly  v.  Overly,  1 
Met.  (Ky.)  117;  Byrd  v.  Odem,  9  Ala. 
755;  Conger  v.  Dean,  3  Iowa,  463;  66 
Am.  Dec.  93;  Fink  v.  Fink,  8  Iowa, 
313;  Brown  v.  Kincaid,  Wright,  37; 
Carsou  v.  Earlywine,  14  Ind.  256;  Mil- 
ler V.  Goodwin,  29  Ind.  46;  Shackel- 
ford V.  Purket,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  435;  12 
Am.  Dec.  422;  Eisenmeyer  v.  Santer, 
77  111.  515;  Thomasson  v.  Risk,  11 
Bush,  619;  Smith  v.  Kirkpatrick,  58 
Ind.  254;  Galloway  v.  Gibson,  51 
Mich.  135.  Contra,  Bulson  tt.  Lohnes, 
29  N.  Y.  291. 

»  Dodge  V.  Waterbury,  8  Cow.  136; 
Diedrick  r.  Richley,  2  Hill,  271;  Akely 
V.  Akely,  17  How.  Pr.  21;  Pleasants 
V.  Ross,  1  Wash.  156;  Moore  r.  Barnett, 
17  Ind.  349;  Collins  v.  Karatopsky,  36 
Ark.  316.     In  Conger  v.  Dean,  3  Iowa, 


463,  66  Am.  Dec.  93,  the  court  say: 
"Tlie  rejection  [of  the  award  IjuIinV] 
was  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  siil). 
mission  was  not  made  in  the  manner 
required  by  the  code;  and  thus  tliG 
question  arises,  whetlier  a  submissinu 
and  award  will  be  good  as  betweuu  tlio 
parties,  though  they  may  not  have 
puisued  the  course  pointed  out  by  the 
code  on  that  subject.  And  brielly,  we 
understand  that  if  parties  wish  to  ask 
the  aid  of  the  court  for  judgment  upon 
an  award,  they  must  submit  in  the  man- 
ner required  by  our  law.  liut  if  they 
do  not,  a  submission  without  comply- 
ing with  the  regulations  of  tlie  code 
may  be  made,  by  which  the  parties  will 
be  bound.  By  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  parties  may  by  parol  submit 
any  matters  in  controversy  hetwet;ii 
them  to  arbitration;  and  this  right  has 
not  been  taken  away  by  the  provisions 
of  the  code  governing  those  awards 
which  are  designed  to  be  reported  to 
the  court  for  judgment  and  execution. 
There  is  nothing  in  chapter  119  taking; 
away  tiiis  right,  either  in  express 
words  or  by  implication.  This  cliapter 
is  similar  in  its  terms  to  that  fouml  m 
many  of  the  states,  and  we  understand 
it  to  have  been  frequently,  if  not  uni- 
formly, held  under  such  statutes  that 
parties  were  not  necessarily  confined 
to  such  provisions  in  submitting  mat- 
ters in  controversy  to  arbitrators,  but 
that  they  may  adopt  other  methods 
which   will   be   equally  obligatory  to 
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So  parties  who  do  not  choose  to  resort  to  the  method  and 
observe  the  formalities  directed  by  the  statute  may  never- 
theless enter  into  an  arbitration  as  at  common  law;  and 
if  the  submission  and  proceedings  conform  to  the  requi- 
sites of  the  common  law,  the  award  will  have  the  effect  of 
a  common-law  award.* 

§  3308.  Statutory  Requirements  must  be  Followed. — 
Where  the  benefits  of  the  statutory  arbitration  are  sought, 
and  the  parties  seek  to  enter  into  a  submission  under  the 
statute,  it  is  requisite  that  the  statutory  requirements 
shall  be  substantially  followed.'*  Hence,  if  the  submis- 
sion is  defective  as  a  statutorv  submission,  some  courts 


them.  When  submitted  by  parol,  or 
in  a  manner  different  from  that  re- 
quired by  the  code,  it  may  be  regarded 
as  the  means  mutually  adopted  by  the 
parties  for  an  amicable  settlement  of 
their  difficulties,  by  the  aid  and  assist- 
ance of  their  neighbors  and  friends; 
and  as  such,  should  have  the  force  and 
effect  of  a  settlement  made  by  the 
parties  themselves.  If  there  is  a  fail- 
ure to  comply  with  the  agreement  to 
submit,  or  with  the  terms  of  the  award 
when  rendered,  the  remedy  would  be 
by  action  either  on  the  agreement  or 
award,  and  such  award  could  not,  of 
course,  like  one  under  the  code,  be  re- 
turned to  court  for  judgmentand  execu- 
tion. It  may,  however,  be  set  up  as  a 
defense  to  an  action  brought  or  prose- 
cuted for  the  subject-matter  tlierein 
settled.  In  King  i\  Hampton,  4  G. 
Greene,  401,  it  appears  that  to  an 
action  to  recover  damages  for  the 
fraudulent  sale  of  lands  defendant 
pleaded  in  bar  an  arbitration  and 
award.  This  was  demurred  to,  for  the 
reason  that  the  arbitration  was  not 
conducted  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
code;  that  the  award,  by  the  terms  of 
the  submission,  was  to  bo  returned  to 
a  justice  of  the  peace  instead  of  the 
district  court.  The  court,  after  dis- 
posing of  other  questions,  add  that 
they  have  no  doubt  but  that  the 
award  was  good,  and  could  be  enforced 
at  common  law,  clearly  indicating 
from  the  whole  opinion  that  an  award 
woald    be    good  as   to    the    parties, 


though  not  rendered  in  the  manner  re- 
quired by  the  code.  And  to  the  samo 
effect,  see  Carpenter  v.  Edwards,  10 
Met.  200;  Wells  v.  Lain,  13  Wend. 
99;  Ressequie  v.  Browuson,  4  Barb. 
541;  McMuUen  v.  Mayo,  8  Smodes  & 
M.  298;  Norton  v.  Savage,  10  Me.  457; 
Keepv.  Goodrich,  12  Johns.  397." 

*  Martin  v.  Chapman,  1  Ala.  278; 
Byrd  v,  Odem,  9  Ala.  755;  Titus  v. 
Scantling,  4  Blackf.  89;  Coifin  v. 
Woody,  5  Blackf.  423;  Carson  v.  Eariy- 
wine,  i4  Ind.  256;  Miller  v.  Good- 
wine,  29  Ind.  46;  Conger  v.  Dean,  3 
Iowa,  463;  66  Am.  Dec.  93;  Overly  v. 
Overly,  1  Met.  (Ky.)  117;  Brown  v. 
Kincaid,  Wright,  37;  Winne  v.  Elder- 
kin,  1  Chand.  219;  52  Am.  Doc.  159; 
Allen  V.  Chase,  3  Wis.  249;  Pierce  v. 
Kirbv,  21  Wis.  124;  Howard  v.  Sexton, 
4  N."Y.  157;  1  Denio,  440;  Miller  r. 
Vaughan,  1  Johns.  315;  Stevenson 
V.  Beeckor,  1  Johns.  492;  Cranston 
V.  Kenny,  9  Johns.  212;  Peachy  t>. 
Ritchie,  4  Cal.  205;  Meyers  v.  Easter- 
wood,  60  Tex.  107. 

•^  Abbott  V.  Dexter,  6  Cush.  108; 
Halloran  v.  Bray,  29  Ga.  422;  Barnett 
V.  Peck,  6  Vt.  456;  Willingham  r. 
Ilarrell,  36  Ala.  583;  Monosiet  v.  Post, 
4  Mass.  532;  BuUard  v.  Coolidge,  3 
Mass.  324;  Smith  v.  Polack,  2  Cat  92; 
Love  V.  Burns,  35  Iowa,  153;  Moody 
V.  Nelson,  60  111.  229;  Price  v.  Byne, 
57  Ga.  176;  Burnett  v.  Gould,  27  Hun, 
366:  Forman  Lumber  Co.  v.  Ragsdale, 
12  111.  App.  441;  Martine  v.  Harvey, 
12  111.  App.  587. 
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have  refused  to  uphold  it  as  a  common-law  one.'  "Where 
a  statute  requires  a  submission  to  be  in  writing,  an  awiud 
made  by  an  arbitrator  appointed  by  a  parol  agreement 
subsequent  to  the  written  submission  will  not  be  valid.* 
A  statute  requiring  a  submission  to  be  signed  and  ac- 
knowledged before  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  both  partied, 
the  submission  is  not  good  if  only  one  of  two  partners 
who  sign  it  acknowledge  it.'  Where  the  statute  requires 
the  submission  to  be  acknowledged,  an  unacknowledged 
submission  is  void.*  So,  also,  where  by  statute  a  seal  is 
required;*  or  where  more  than  one  arbitrator  must  be  ap- 
pointed.* 

§  3309.    Substantial  Compliance  Sufficient.  —  But  on 

the  other  hand,  a  substantial  compliance  is  enough,  and 
other  courts  have  been  liberal  in  accepting  as  good  the 
efforts  of  the  parties  to  follow  the  statute.^  In  spite  of 
formal  defects,  the  courts  seek  to  uphold  a  submission  ac- 
cording to  the  obvious  intention  of  the  parties,*  So  it 
has  been  held  that  the  parties  may  by  mutual  consent 
waive  a  statutory  provision;'  as,  for  example,  the  oath  of 
the  arbitrators.'"  And  the  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the 
regularity  of  a  submission."  A  submission  required  by 
statute  to  be  signed  by  the  parties  is  good  if  signed  by 
one  of  a  firm  for  the  other.'* 


1  DeerfielJ  v.  Armes,  20  Pick.  480; 
32  Am.  Dec.  228;  Allen  v.  Chase,  3 
Wis.  '-'49;  Williiuiis  v.  Walton,  9  O'al. 
142;  Franklin  Mining  Co.  v.  Pratt,  101 
Mass.  ■'!i39.  And  tliougli  the  parties 
may  elect  between  a  submission  at 
common  law,  and  under  the  statute, 
and  under  a  rule  of  court,  yet  having 
made  their  election  by  beginning  un- 
der 0!)e,  they  must  pursue  that  one  to 
the  end:  Francis  v.  Ames,  14  Ind.  251. 

'■'  Jones  V.  Payne,  41  Ga.  23. 

3  Abbott  V.  Liexter,  6  Cusli.  108. 

*Finky.  Fink,  8  Iowa,  313. 

*  Hamilton  v.  Hamilton,  27  111.  158. 

*  Bowes  «.  French,  11  Me.  182. 

'  Humphry  v.  Stroni;,  14  Mass.  262; 
luman  v.  Wheeler,  1  Pick.  504;  Buck- 


man  V,  Davis,  28  Pa.  St.  211;  McAdam 
V.  Stillwell,  13  Pa.  St.  90;  Harmon  v. 
Jennings,  22  ^:  e.  240;  Wood  v.  Hoi- 
den,  45  Me.  374;  Barnett  v.  Peck,  6 
Vt.  451);  Kendall  v.  Bates,  35  Me.  U57; 
Withers  v.  Haines,  2  Pa.  St.  435; 
Forsley  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Tex.  516; 
Hays  V.  Hays,  23  Wend.  363. 

^  Large  v.  Passmore,  5  Serg.  &  R. 
51;  Harris  v,  Hayes,  6  Binn.  422;  Mas- 
sey  V.  Thomas,  6  Binn.  333;  Cleinunt 
V.  Comstock,  2  Mich.  359;  French  v. 
New,  20  Barb.  481. 

»  Day  V.  Hammond,  57  N.  Y.  479; 
15  Am.  Rep.  522. 

'•  Howard  v.  Sexton,  1  Denio,  440. 

"  Wright  V.  Ratldin,  100  Mass.  m. 

'"  Skillings  v.  Coolidge,  14  Mass.  43. 
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g  3310.  Submission  need  not  be  in  Technical  Form— 
Agreement  to  be  Bound  by  Award  Unnecessary.  —  No 
technical  phrases  or  set  form  of  words  is  required  to  niako 
a  binding  submission;  it  is  sufliciont  if  it  ai)pears  that 
the  parties  mutually  ai^roed  to  submit  tlie  di.sputo  to  the 
person  or  persons  named.'  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the 
parties  should  expres.sly  agree  that  they  will  bo  bound  by 
the  decision;  this  will  be  implied  from  tlie  agreement  to 
submit.'  But  the  submission  should  be  certain  as  to  the 
questions  to  be  decided,  and  the  powers  of  the  arbitra- 
tors." 

§  3311.  Oral  Submission  Valid— When  Written  One 
Required. — An  oral  submission  is,  as  a  rule,  valid  and 
binding.*  But  there  are  cases  in  which  a  submission  is 
required  to  be  in  writing  or  by  deed,  as  where  the  statutes 


'  Sharswood,  J.,  in  Wilson  r.  Getty, 
57  Pa.  St.  2GG;  Kimball  v.  Walker,  30 
111.  482;  Galloway  V.Webb,  Hanliu,  319. 
The  following  have  been  held  suffi- 
ciently certain:  A  submission  of  all 
"our  iicc'ouuts  and  elaiin.s  in  relation  to 
the  Mill  Rock  Mills":  Zook  v.  Spray, 
38  Iowa,  273.  A  submission  of  "our 
business  pertaining  to  a  trade  in  land  ": 
McKinnis  v.  Freeman,  88  Iowa,  3(34. 

■'  Wilson  V.  Getty,  57  Pa.  St.  2G(5; 
Stewart  v.  Cass,  16  Vt.  G63;  42  Am. 
Dec.  534;  McManus  v.  McCullocli,  6 
Watts,  357;  the  court  saying':  "No 
technical  phrases  or  set  form  of  words 
are  requicsite  to  constitute  a  submis- 
sion; it  is  sufficient  if  it  appears  from 
what  has  passed  between  the  parties 
that  they  mutually  agreed  to  submit 
the  matter  in  dispute  between  them 
to  the  decision  of  the  peraon  or  per- 
sons named  and  mutually  agreed  on 
by  them  for  that  purpose.  And 
though  at  cue  time  it  would  seem 
that  where  the  award  was  for  any 
collateral  act,  and  not  for  the  payment 
of  money,  as  if  an  express  promise  to 
perform  it  was  deemed  requisite  to 
enable  the  party  in  whose  favor  the 
award  was  given  to  maintain  an  action 
for  the  non-performance  of  it,  yet  it 
has  long  since  been  held  and  taken 
that  in  either   case  the  very  act  of 


submission  implie.s  a  promise  by  the 
party  to  abide  by  the  determination  of 
the  person  to  whom  the  matter  is  re- 
ferred; and  mutual  promises,  being 
thus  given,  form  a  sufficient  consider- 
ation in  law  to  render  the  jiromise  of 
each  to  the  other  tliat  he  will  abide  l)y 
and  reform  the  award  bimling:  See 
Truman  v.  Hernard,  1  Ld.  Rayni.  24.S; 
Squire  r.  Grevell,  2  Ld.  Kaym.  9li5;  0 
Mod.  35:  Boisloe  r.  Baily,  2  Ld. 
Raym.  1030,  1340;  6  Mod.  221;  Knox 
V.  Sinnnoiids,  3  Brown  Ch.  3G1;  Kyd 
on  Award,  S-11." 

^  Tiimigh  it  is  said  that  an  uncertain 
submission  may  be  cured  by  a  certain 
award:  Woodward  v.  Atwater,  3 
Iowa,  Gl.     See  po.it.  §  3318. 

♦  Byrd  v.  Odein,  l>  Ala.  755;  Titus  v. 
Scantling,  4  Blackf.  8!(;  Cai.son  v. 
I'^arlywine,  14  Ind.  256;  Winno  v. 
Elderkin,  1  Chand.  2(;9;  2  Pinn.  248; 
52  Am.  Dec.  159;  Wells  v.  Lain,  15 
Wend.  99;  Bulsom  v.  Lampman,  1 
Kan.  324;  Shockey  v.  Glasford,  6 
Dana,  9;  Green  v.  Ford,  17  Ark.  568; 
^IcManus  v.  McCoUoch,  6  Watts, 
357;  Haliburton  v.  Flowers,  12  Heisk. 
25;  Koon  v.  HoUingsworth,  97  111.  52; 
Webb  V.  Zeller,  70  Ind.  408;  Dil. 
Hammond,  86  Ind.  5G3;  Ehrma. 
Stanfield,  80  Ala.  118;  Cadyt;,  Walker, 
62  Mich.  157;  4  Am.  -St.  Rep.  S34. 
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prescribe  a  written  submission;*  or  the  questions  submit, 
ted  involve  the  title  to  or  an  interest  in  lands;'  or  a  sealed 
instrument;'  or  a  writing  be  necessary  to  pass  the  title  to 
the  thing  in  controversy.* 

§  3312.  Where  Title  to  Land  not  Actually  in  Dispute, 
Submission  by  Parol  Good.  — But  unless  the  title  to  land 
is  actually  at  issue  in  the  arbitration,  the  submission  need 
not  be  by  deed,  and  the  courts,  in  favor  of  parol  submis- 
sion, have  construed  such  questions  strictly.'  Thus  in  a 
large  i^umber  of  cases  where  the  arbitration  related  to 
real  estate,  yet  the  title  was  not  actually  in  dispute,  parol 
submi  •  ">ns  have  been  sustained;  e.  g.,  where  the  question 
was  as  to  ;  -e  boundaries  of  land;'  as  to  the  price  of  land;' 
as  to  thf3  phce  to  be  paid  for  a  right  of  way  over  land;" 
as  to  thf'  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  real  estate." 

§  3313.  Written  Submission  will  Supersede  Previous 
Oral  One. — A  subsequent  written  submission  will  super- 
sede  a  previous  oral  one.*"  And  so  a  subsequent  complete 
agreement  to  refer  will  supersede  a  previous  incomplete 
memorandum." 

§  3314.    Written  Submission  not  Variable  by  Parol— 

A  written  submission  cannot  be  varied  or  explained  by 
parol  evidence.*" 


»  Smith  V.  Pollock,  2  Cal.  92;  Boots 
«.  Canine,  58  Ind.  450. 

«  Philbrickr.  Preble,  18  Me.  255;  36 
Am.  Dec.  718;  Walters  v.  Morgan,  2 
Cox,  369;  McMullen  v.  Mayo,  8 
Smedes  &  M.  298;  French  v.  New,  20 
Barb.  481.  A  parol  submission  to 
arbitration  of  disputes  concerning  title 
to  land  is  void  by  the  statute  of  frauds: 
Stark  V.  Cannady,  3  Litt.  399;  14  Am. 
Dec.  76.  An  award  relative  to  a  right 
to  flow  land,  mcide  in  part  under  a 
mere  oral  agreement,  is  not  binding: 
Copeland  v.  Wading  River  Reservoir 
Co.,  105  Mass.  397. 

*  Logsdon  o.  Roberts,  3  T.  B.  Mon. 
255. 

*  Smith  V.  Douglass,  16  111.  34; 
French  v.  JNew,  20  Barb.  481;  Evans 


V.    McKinney,    Litt.    Sel,    Cas.    262; 
Martin  v.  Chapman,  1  Ala.  278. 

*  French  v.  Richardson,  5  Cush.  450; 
Carson  v.  Earlywine,  14  Ind.  256; 
Byrd  v.  Odem,  9  Ala.  .755. 

*  Jackson  v.  Gager,  5  Cow.  383; 
Stewart  v.  Cass,  16  Vt.  863;  42  Am. 
Dec.  534. 

'  Davy  V.  Faw,  7  Cranch,  171. 

*  Mitchell  V.  Bush,  7  Cow.  185. 

»  Palmer  v.  Davis,  28  N.  Y.  242. 

"  Loring  v.  Alden,  3  Met.  576;  Syin- 
onds  V.  Mayo,  10  Cash.  39;  Palmer  v. 
Green,  6  Conn.  14. 

"  Billington  v.  Sprague,  22  Me.  34. 

>»  Efuer  V.  Shaw,  2  Wend.  567;  Da 
Long  V.  Stanton,  9  Johns.  38;  McNear 
V.  Bailey,  18  Me.  251. 
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§  3315.  Submission  may  be  Extended  or  Altered  by 
Consent  of  Both  Parties. — An  oral  submission  may  be 
extended  or  altered  by  consent  of  t'he  parties.^  And  so 
may  a  written  one.' 

§  3316.  Clerical  Errors  in  Submission. — Clerical  errors 
or  omissions  in  the  submission  will  not  be  permitted  to 
invalidate  it.'  The  same  degree  ^f  particularity  is  not 
demanded  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  execution  of  a 
submission  to  arbitration  as  is  required  in  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  deeds.* 

§  3317.  Submission  Liberally  Construed  to  Include  All 
Disputes. — In  construing  the  language  of  a  submission, 
the  courts  put  upon  it  as  liberal  an  interpretation  as  is 
consistent  with  the  apparent  intent  of  the  parties  to  in- 
clude all  controversies  between  them.*  "  All  disputes  " 
will  include  a  claim  of  damages  for  an  assault  and  bat- 
tery.' "All  matters  of  controversy,"  in  relation  to  a  livery- 
stable,  include  an  injunction  bond  given  in  a  suit  in 
relation  thereto.'  A  submission  of  a  pending  suit  and 
"all  other  demands"  includes  all  demands  and  claims  be- 
tween the  parties.*  A  submission  to  settle  "  all  partnership 
affairs"  includes  the  question  as  to  what  is  and  is  not 
partnership  property.®  A  submission  of  a  "claim"  in- 
cludes  both    its   legality  and  amount.*"     "Divers   other 


'  Eveleth  v.  Chase,  17  Mass.  438. 

»  Woods  V.  Page,  37  Vt.  252;  Blauch- 
ard  V,  Murray,  ]5  Vt.  548;  Loring  v. 
Alden,  3  Met.  575;  Graham  v.  Gra- 
ham, 9  Pa.  St.  254;  49  Am.  Dec.  557; 
Shockey  r.  Glasford,  6  Daua,  9; 
Bloomer  v.  Sherman,  5  Paige,  575. 

»  Hill  V.  Taylor,  15  Wis.  190;  Bacou 
V.  Ward,  10  Mass.  141. 

*  McKnight  v.  McCuUough,  21  Iowa, 
111. 

'Estep  V.  Laish,  21  Ind.  190; 
Schockey  o.  Glasford,  6  Dana,  9;  Or- 
cutt  V.  Butler,  42  Me.  83;  Ross  v. 
Watt,  16  111.  99;  Gerrish  v.  Ayres,  3 
Scam.   245;    Hopsoa  v.  Doolittle,   13 


Conn.  326;  Graham  v.  Graham,  9  Pa. 
St.  254;  49  Am.  Dec.  5o7;  Owen  v. 
Boerum,  23  Barb.  187;  Berkshire 
Woolen  Co.  v.  Day,  12  Cush.  128; 
Com.  V.  Pejepscut  Props.,  7  Mass. 
399;  Blair  v.  Wallace,  21  Cal.  317; 
Adams  v.  Harrold,  29  Ind.  198;  New- 
ton V.  West,  3  Met.  24;  Carey  v.  Wil- 
cox, 6  N.  H.  177;  Higby  v.  Upton,  3 
Met.  (Ky.)  409. 

« Noble  V.  Peebles,  13  Serg.  &  R. 
319. 

'  Jesse  V.  Cater,  28  Ala.  475. 

•  Harmon  v.  Jennings,  22  Me.  240. 

•  Masters  v.  Gardner,  5  Jones,  298. 
••  Colcord  V.  Fletcher,  50  Me.  398. 
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matters"  extend  to  real  as  well  as  personal  disputes,  and 
is  a  general  submission  of  all  controversies  between  the 
parties.*  An  award  for  damages  actually  sustained  is 
within  the  terms  of  a  submission  to  arbitration  of  the 
amount  of  damages  to  be  paid  for  any  injury  or  loss  tlie 
plaintiff  may  sustain,'  Upon  a  submission  to  arbitration 
of  the  accounts  of  a  partnership,  the  arbitrators  may  award 
payment  by  one  of  the  partners  of  a  partnership  debt, 
where  the  creditor  is  a  party,  though  in  another  capa- 
city.' Arbitrators  have  no  power  under  a  submission  of  a 
matter  in  dispute  between  two  parties,  and  of  all  out- 
standing accounts  between  them,  to  award  concerning  the 
costs  of  a  criminal  prosecution  instituted  by  one  of  the 
parties  against  the  other,  though  growing  out  of  such 
disputed  matter.*  A  submission  reciting  that  whereas 
"a  controversy  is  now  existing  concerning  the  settlement 
of  book-accounts  and  all  other  deal  and  disputes  between 
them,  the  said  parties,"  and  submitting  "  all  said  contro- 
versies, which  we  cannot  settle  ourselves,  if  any  there  be," 
does  not  include  matters  not  in  controversy  and  not  laid 
before  the  arbitrators;  and  suits  on  such  matters  are  not 
barred  by  the  award.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  referee  is  appointed  to  ''  take  proof  con- 
cerning a  confession  of  judgment,  and  whether  the  same  was 
actually  filed  in  the  clerk's  office."  Held,  not  to  include  the 
question  whether  or  not  the  judgment  has  been  satisfied  in 
whole  or  in  part:  Solomon  v.  Maguire,  29  Cal.  227.  A  submis- 
sion authorized  the  arbitrators  to  award  upon  any  demands  of 
A  against  B  and  against  C,  all  being  parties  to  the  submission, 
and  also  to  charge  B  with  any  claims  against  D,  who  was  not  a 
party  to  the  submission,  if  they  should  find  that  he  ought  to 
pay  the  same.  Held,  an  excess  of  authority  to  charge  B  with 
claims  against  C,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  converted  C's 
property  to  his  own  use:  Matter  nf  Williams,  4  Denio,  194. 


*  Munro  v.  Allaire,  2  Caines,  .320. 

'  Maryland  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Porter, 
19  Md.  458. 

>  Wangh  V.  Mitchell,  1  Dev.  tt  B. 
Eq.  510. 


*  Harrington  v.  Brown,  9  Allen, 
579. 

«•  Robinson  v.  Morse,  29  Vt.  404; 
Trescottv.  Baker,  29  Vt.  459. 
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§3318.  Uncertain  or  Ambiguous  Submission.— If  a 
submission  be  uncertain  or  indefinite,  the  court,  if  it  can 
supply  the  deficiency,  will  seek  to  do  so,  and  to  uphold  it.' 
Mr.  Morse  says:  "Where  a  submission  is  so  worded  as  to 
leave  its  extent  ambiguous,  and  to  create  a  doubt  whether 
a  certain  matter  or  class  of  matters  were  included  in  it, 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  at  the  hearing  before  the 
arbitrators  may  be  looked  to  for  elucidation.  If  such 
matter  or  matters  have  been  presented  by  one  without 
objection  by  the  other,  if  evidence  has  been  offered  upon 
them,  and  they  have  been  considered  in  argument,  it 
will  be  presumed  that  they  fall  within  the  scope  of  the 
submission.  But  if  they  have  been  wholly  omitted  in 
the  proceedings,  a  contrary  presumption  would  prevail.*" 
In  a  statutory  reference  of  matters  not  the  subject  of  an 
existing  suit,  the  particularity  requisite  in  pleading  is 
not  necessary;  it  is  enough  if  the  matters  referred,  and 
the  character  in  which  the  parties  are  to  be  bound,  in- 
telligibly appear.' 

But  though  it  is  the  desire  of  the  courts  to  have  a  sub- 
mission include  as  many  disputes  as  are  manifestly  within 
its  scope,  still  the  language  of  the  submission  will  not  be 
stretched  by  a  forced  construction  to  include  matters  not 
obviously  within  it.*  Where  demands  made  to  one  party 
only  are  submitted  to  arbitrators,  if  tliey  award  a  sum  in 
favor  of  the  party  on  whom  the  demand  is  made,  such 
award  is  void.*  A  submission  to  referees  of  "the  ques- 
tion of  damages,"  in  an  action  for  debauching  plaintiff's 


'  Rexford  v.  Nye,  20  Vt.  132;  Price 
V.  White,  27  Mo.  275;  King  v.  Jen- 
nison,  33  Ala.  499;  Cheshire  Bank  v. 
Robinson,  2  N.  H.  126;  Hays  v.  Hays, 
23  Wend.  363. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
62. 

^  Tuskaloosa  Bridge  Co.  v.  Jemison, 
33  Ala.  476;  King  v.  Jemison,  33  Ala. 
499. 

« Scott  V.  Barnes,  7  Pa.  St.  1.S4; 
Adams  v.  Adams,  8  N.  H.  82;  Hop- 


son  i;.  Doolittle,  13  Conn.  36;  Solomon 
V.  Maguire,  29  Cal.  227;  Irvine  v. 
Marshall,  7  Minn.  286;  Bixby  w. 
Whitney,  5  Greenl.  192;  Gilinan  v. 
Brown,  1  Mason,  191;  Richards  v. 
Todd,  127  Mass.  167.  An  award  is  void 
in  toto,  if  it  embrace  a  note  not  owned 
by  one  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of 
the  submission:  Thrasher  v.  Haynes, 
2  N.  H.  429. 

^  Worthen    v.     Stevens,    4    Mass. 
448. 
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wife,  does  not  include  the  question  of  the  defendant's 
liability.* 

§  3319.  Statutes  Providing  for  Submissions  Liberally 
Construed.  —  Statutes  concerning  submissions  are  liber- 
ally construed,  where  the  question  of  what  causes  may  be 
submitted  to  arbitration  is  raised.'  A  statute  permitting 
"accounts"  to  be  submitted  has  been  construed  to  embrace 
not  only  an  ejectment  suit,'  but  "  every  other  cause  of  ac- 
tion."* "Civil  actions"  include  matters  cognizable  only 
in  a  court  of  equity."  "  Claims"  include  equitable  claims 
against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person."  A  "  long  account" 
is  a  series  of  charges  made  at  various  times,  as  the  trans- 
actions occurred.^  "  Claims  against  the  estate  "  include  a 
personal  claim  of  the  executor,  but  not  claims  held  by  him 
as  such  executor.*  "  Subject  of  a  personal  action  at  law 
or  a  suit  in  equity"  does  not  include  a  ch  m  for  the  future 
surrender  of  a  lease."  "Controversies  Wiiich  may  be  the 
subject  of  a  personal  action,  and  wherein  judgment  could 
be  entered  up  on  the  award  by  a  court  of  law,"  include  a 
claim  for  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract,  but  not  a 
claim  for  its  specific  performance.*" 

§3320.    General  Submission — What  It  Includes. —  A 

general  submission  includes  all  controversies  between  the 
parties  of  every  kind,"  whether  relating  to  realty  or  per- 
sonalty;*' or  whether  in  their  individual  or  representative 


'  Samson  v.  Young,  50  N.  H.  62. 

»  Primer  v.  Kulin,  1  Ball.  452;  Pettit 
V.  Witigate,  25  Pa.  St.  74;  Francisco 
V.  Fitch,  25  Barb.  130;  Eastanson  v. 
Uupuy,  2  Browne  (Pa.),  100.    Contra, 
Fowler  v.  Bigelow,  8  Mass.  1. 

»  Austin  V.  Snow,  2  Dall.  157. 

*  Primer  v.  Kuhn,  1  Dall.  452.     See 
Druse  v.  Horter,  57  Wis.  644. 

'  TomlinsoQ  v.  Hammond,  8  Iowa, 
40. 

«  White  V.  Story,  43  Barb.  124. 
^  Druse  v.  Horter,  57  Wis.  644. 

*  Dana  v.  Prescott,  1  Mass.  200. 


•  Hubbell  V.  Bissell,  l.S  Gray,  i9». 

»•  Butler  V.  Mace,  47  Me.  423. 

*'  De  Long  v.  Stanton,  9  .Johns.  38; 
Barker  v.  Belknap,  39  Vt.  168;  Woods 
V.  Page,  37  Vt.  252;  Orcutt  v.  Butler, 
42  Me.  83;  Brown  v.  Leavitt,  2C  iMe. 
251. 

'^  Mnnro  v.  Allaire,  2  Caines,  .320; 
Byers  v.  Van  Deuson,  6  Wend.  2G8; 
Sellick  V.  Adams,  15  Johns.  197;  In- 
diana Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Bri'.<lley,  7 
Ind.  49;  Merritt  v.  Merritt,  11  111.  565; 
Shackelford  v.  Purket,  2  A.  K.  Marsh. 
435;  12  Am.  Dec.  422. 
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capacities.*  It  authorizes  the  arbitrators  to  decide  both 
the  law  and  the  facts;'*  to  order  mutual  releases;'  to  awartl 
costs;*  to  assign  one  person's  interest  to  another  on  the 
facts  found;'  or  to  order  the  surrender  of  papers  or  prop- 
erty;" or  to  award  conveyances.^  Under  a  general  sub- 
mission of  all  causes  of  action,  an  allegation  of  a  frautl 
ill  a  sale  is  included.'  A  submission  by  A  and  B,  of  all 
claims  and  demands,  in  law  or  equity,  against  each  other, 
embraces  a  note,  not  negotiable,  assigned  by  C  to  A,  for 
value,  with  notice  to  B;'  a  submission  of  "all  and  every 
que?  ton  of  difTcrence  growing  out  of  this  contract"  in- 
cludes a  dispute  in  reference  to  damages  from  non-per- 
formance of  the  contract.*"  But  a  general  submission 
does  not  include  future  matters,"  or  matters  not  directly 
existing  between  the  parties,"*  nor  really  in  dispute  be- 
tween them;"  or  matters  previously  settled." 

Illustrations.  — Two  partners  submitted  to  arbitration  all 
the  differences  between  them,  in  respect  to  their  partnership 
affairs,  in  general  terms.  leld,  that  the  arbitrators  were  au- 
thorized to  adjust  every  question  of  dispute  arising  out  of  the 
partnership  transactions,  however  complicated,  and  that  they 
were  not  limited  to  the  books  of  the  partnership  account: 
Tucker  v.  Page,  69  111.  179.  Pending  an  injunction  suit  for  the 
abatement  of  a  livery-stable,  the  parties  agreed  to  submit  to^ 
arbitration  the  matters  in  controversy  between  them.  The 
agreement  contained  a  stipulation  "that  the  award  '>f  the 
arbitrators,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  agreement,  shall  termi- 
nate and  forever  decide  all  matters  of  controversy,  at  law  or 
in  equity,  in  relation  to  the  said  livery-stable."  Held,  that  am 
action  on  the  injunction  bond,  though  the  bond  was  not  men- 
tioned in  the  award,  could  not  be  maintained:  Jesse  v.  Cater ,  28 


'  King  V.  Cook,  1  T.  U.  P.  Charlt. 
286;  4  Am.  Dec.  715. 

'  Iiidiatia  Central  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brad- 
ley, 7  lad.  4<J. 

•  Shepherd  v.  Brigg3,  28  Vt.  81. 

•  Bowinaa  v.  Downer,  28  Vt.  5.S2. 
"  Ford  V.  Burleigh,  60  N.  H.  278. 

•  Leavitt  v.  Comer,  5  Cush.  129. 

'  Williams  v.  Warren,  21  111.  541. 
'  De  Long  v.  Stanton,  9  Johns.  38. 
•Browu  V.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251. 
>*  Connor  v.  Simpson,  104  Pa.  St.  440. 
831 


"  Thrasher  v.  Haynes,  2  N.  H.  42J>. 
But  under  a  submission  of  all  de- 
mands, the  referees  may  award  upon 
all  the  damage,  arisen  or  expected, 
from  breaches  of  a  bond  of  indemnity: 
Clieshire  Bank  v.  Robinson,  2  N.  U. 
126.  And  see  Daren  v.  Getchell,  55 
Me.  241. 

"  Adams  V.  Adams,  8  N.  H.  82. 

"  Robinson  v.  Morse,  28  Vt.  404. 

"Calvert  v.  Calvert,    18    Md.    73; 
Carter  v.  Calvert,  4  Md.  Ch.  199. 
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Ala.  475.  The  siibniiesion  was  of  "all  claims,  whcthor  in  l;nv 
or  equity,  existing  between  tlie  parties."  IFcUl,  that  the  arbi- 
trators may  incjuire  whether  a  ]>n'vious  settlement  of  a  8uit  in 
equity  between  the  parties,  by  the  entry  "  bill  dismissed  "  ujion 
the  dockt-t,  was  not  fraudulently  obtained;  and  if  it  ai)i)i;(|.i 
that  it  was  so  obtained,  they  may  reopen  the  cause:  Micldcs  v. 
Thayer,  14  Allen,  114. 

§  3321.  Claims  Barred  by  Limitation. — A  general  sub- 
mission will  not  revive  a  claim  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,*  though  it  seems  that  the  submission  of  a 
specific  claim  barred  by  time  will  revive  it.*  And  a  court 
of  law  will  not  inquire  whether  there  was  such  proof  of 
fraud  or  mistake  as  will  justify  the  opening  of  the 
account.*  The  rule  that  the  mere  submission  to  arbitra- 
tion of  matters  ou  which  the  arbitrators  never  acted 
would  not  prevent  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions during  the  continuance  of  the  submission  is  not 
affected  by  the  fact  that,  pending  the  submission,  the 
right  of  action  was  suspended.* 

§  3322.  Submission  of  Pending  Cause.  —  The  sub- 
mission of  a  pending  cause  of  action  includes  all  the 
issues,  both  of  law  and  fact,  raised  by  the  pleadings  in 
the  case.'  It  does  not,  however,  include  anything  which 
is  not  involved  in  the  action.^  By  the  submission  or 
reference  of  a  pending  cause,  all  technical  exceptions  to 
the  form  of  the  pleadings  are  waived.'  The  arbitrator  is 
not  bound  by  the  particular  declaration  and  pleadings, 


^  Adams  v.  Adams,  8  N.  H.  82.  Even 
a  power  to  settle  disputes  on  principles 
of  equity  an'l  justice  gives  no  right  to 
disregard  t  ae  plea  of  the  statute  of 
limitations:  Pearce  v.  Roller,  5  Lea, 
485. 

*  Colkings  V.  Thackston,  Cam.  &  N. 
93;  Hunt  v.  Guilford,  4  Oliio,  310. 

»  Emmet  v.  Hoyt,  17  Wend.  410. 

*  Cowart  V.  Perrine,  21  N.  J.  Eq. 
101. 

*  Gushing  v.  Babcock,  38  Me.  452; 
Newton  v.  West,  3  Met.  (Ky.)  241; 
Renouil  v.  Harris,  2  Sand.  641;  Lee  v. 


Tillotsou,  24  Wend.  337;  35  Am.  Dec. 
624. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
72. 

'  Page  V.  Monks,  5  Gray,  492;  Mer- 
rill V.  Gold,  1  Cush.  457;  Eddy  v. 
Sprague,  10  Vt.  216;  Briggs  v.  Oiks, 
26  Vt.  138;  Coffin  w.  Cottle,  4  I'lck. 
454;  Davis  v.  Campbell,  23  Vt.  '1%: 
Maxfield  v.  Scott,  17  Vt.  O.'U;  Water- 
man V.  R.  R.  Co.,  30  Vt.  610;  73  Am. 
Dec.  326;  Taylor  v.  Sayre,  24  N.  J.  L. 
647;  Ames  v.  Stevens,  120  Mass. 
218. 
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but  mny  award  upon  the  subjcct-mtittor  cf  the  suit,  with- 
out regard  to  them.'  But  though  liberal  powers  of 
amendment  are  thus  secured,  a  new  and  independent 
cause  of  action  cannot  be  introduced.''  ^5o  a  submission 
or  voluntary  reference  is  a  waiver  of  errors  in  the  pro- 
ceedings taken  in  the  cause  up  to  that  time,'  unless  the 
error  is  jurisdictional,  or  fatal  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
action.* 

The  submission  of  a  pending  cause,  accsrding  to  some 
cases,  works  a  discontinuance  of  it.*  On  the  other  hand, 
in  other  states,  it  is  held  that  a  mere  submission  of  a 


'  Cook  V.  Carpenter,  34  Vt.  121;  SO 
Am.  Dec.  670. 

*  Merrill  v.  Gold,  1  Cash.  457. 

'  Vauderhoof  v.  Dean,  1  Mich.  463; 
Forseth  v.  Shaw,  10  Mass.  25.3;  Max- 
Held  V.  Scott,  17  Vt.  6:i4;  Swift  v. 
Harriinan,  30  Vt.  607;  Hix  »•.  Sumner, 
50  Me.  290;  Spauldiiig  r.  Warren,  25 
Vt.  316;  Read  v.  Stoukwell,  34  Vt. 
20li;  Hazen  r.  Addis,  14  N.  J.  L.  334; 
the  court  saying:  "A  question  was 
raised  on  the  argument  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  such  an  action,  and  the 
statute  (Rev.  Laws,  174,  see.  2)  was 
cited  on  the  one  side,  and  the  case  of 
Cooper  V.  Crane,  9  N.  J.  L.  178,  on  the 
other.  But  this  is  a  question  that 
cannot  be  raised  and  need  not  be  set- 
tled in  this  case.  The  parties,  instead 
of  taking  the  opinion  of  the  court  on 
that  point,  voluntarily  withdrew  the 
cause  from  this  tribunal,  and  submitted 
it  to  another  of  their  own  choosing. 
The  subsequent  proceedings  out  of 
court  were  not  ip  that  action.  It  was 
abandoned  and  constructively  discon- 
tinued by  a  submission  of  all  the 
matters  touching  and  concerning  the 
trespass  complained  of  to  arbitrators; 
and  any  rule  this  court  can  now  make 
cannot  be  made  in  that  cause  but  upon 
the  subuiission  and  award.  That  the 
parties  so  understood  and  intended  is 
manifest  from  their  agreement  that 
the  submission  should  be  made  a  rule 
of  this  court  on  motion  of  either 
party.  But  even  if  it  was  a  reference 
instead  of  a  submission,  it  would  now 
be  too  late  to  except  to  the  form  of 
action,  or  to  anything  in  the  process 


or  declaration:  Smivh  v.  Minor,  1  N.  J. 
L.  16,  24;  Forseth  v.  Shaw,  10  Mass. 
25.3." 

*Garcie  v.  Sheldon,  3  Barb.  232; 
Porter  v.  Dickerman,  11  Gray,  482. 
But  see  Brickhouse  t*.  Hunter,  4  Hen. 
&  M.  363;  4  Am.  Dec.  5'28. 

*  Green  v.  Patchen,  13  Wend.  294; 
Wells  V.  Lain,  15  Wend.  99;  West  v. 
Stanley,  1  Hill,  69;  Towns  v.  Wil- 
cox,  12  Wend.  503:  Jordan  v.  Hyatt, 
3  Barb.  275;  Buel  v.  Dewey,  22  How. 
Pr.  342;  Camp  v.  Root,  18  Johns. 
22;  Johnson  v.  Parmely,  17  Johns. 
129;  Yatea  v.  Russell,  17  Johns. 
461;  Gunter  v.  Sanchez,  1  Cal.  45; 
Mooers  v.  Allen,  35  Me.  276;  58 
Am.  Dec.  700;  Saffle  v.  Cox,  9  Humph. 
142;  Bigclow  v.  Goas,  5  Wis.  421; 
Jewell  V.  Blankenship,  10  Yerg.  4.39; 
Crooker  v.  Buck,  41  Me.  355;  Heslep 
V.  San  Francisco,  4  Cal.  1;  Bank  v. 
Widner,  11  Paige,  529;  43  Am.  Dec. 
768;  Reeve  v.  Mitchell,  15  III.  297; 
Cunningham  v.  Craig,  53  III.  252;  Ex 
parte  Wright,  6  Cow.  399;  Jacoby  v. 
Johnston,  1  Hun,  242;  Baldwin  v. 
Barrett,  4  Hun,  119;  Rogers  i\  Wall, 
(5  Humph.  29;  Susong  v.  Jack,  1 
Heisk.  415;  Muekey  v.  Pierce,  3  Wis. 
307:  Bowen  v.  Lazalerc,  44  Mo.  383; 
McNulty  V.  Solley,  95  N.  Y.  242; 
Larkin  v.  Robbins,  2  Wend.  505.  An 
express  agreement  that  the  action 
shall  cease  is  not  necessary,  and  is 
implied,  in  all  cases,  from  the  selec- 
tion of  another  mode  of  adjustment 
and  settlement  of  the  liti^ratiou:  Gros- 
veuor  V.  Hunt,  11  How.  Pr.  355. 
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pending  suit  does  not  discontinue  it.'  But  if  the  suli. 
mission  provides  that  judgment  sliull  bo  entered  on  tlio 
report  or  uward,  the  suit  will  be  kept  alive  for  such  pur- 
pose;''  so  if  it  appears  from  the  submission  that  the  par- 
ties did  not  intend  that  the  cause  should  be  discontinued.' 
A  submission  of  the  action  to  arbitration  after  appoil 
taken  from  a  judgment  recovered  therein  operates  as  a 
discontinuance,  not  only  of  the  appeal,  but  of  all  proceed- 
ings in  the  action  from  its  inception.* 

§  3323.  Submission  may  be  Conditional.  —  A  submis- 
sion may  be  conditional,  i.  e.,  may  be  based  on  the  fullili- 
raent  of  an  agreement  of  one  of  the  parties  or  a  third 
person,  as  a  condition  precedent.*  In  such  cases  a  sub- 
stantial  fulfillment,  though  not  a  technical  one,  will  suffice* 

§  3324.  Stipulations  not  to  Appeal  from  Award.— A 
stipulation  in  a  submission  that  the  parties  shall  not  a])- 
peal  from  the  award  is  valid,'  and  will  estop  the  losing 
parties  from  filing  exceptions  or  bringing  a  writ  of  error," 
except  on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  mistake  appearing  on 
the  face  of  the  award;'  for  where  parties  agree  to  submit 
to  and  abide  by  an  award,  the  agreement  will  be  con- 


» Lary  r.  Goodnow,  48  N.  H.  170; 
Diusmore  v.  Hansou,  48  N.  H.  413; 
Pauliaon  r.  Halsey,  38  N.  J.  L.  488; 
Kuaus  V.  Jenkins,  40  N.  J.  L.  237;  29 
Am.  Rep.  2.37;  Hearne  v.  Brown,  67  Me. 
156;  Nettleton  v.  Gridley,  21  Conn. 
531;  56  Am.  Dec.  378. 

»  Green  r.  Patchen,  13  Wend.  20G; 
People  V.  Onoudago  Cfc.,  1  Wend.  314; 
Ex  parte  Wright,'  6  Cow.  3'Ji>:  Ryan 
V.  Dougherty,  30  Cal.  218;  Wear  v. 
Ragan,  30  Miss.  83;  Roger  v.  Wall,  6 
Humph.  29;  Crocket  v.  Beaty,  7 
Humph.  66;  Wilson  v.  Williams,  66 
Barb.  209.  And  see  Elliott  v.  Quimbv, 
13  N.  H.  182;  Chapman  v.  Seccomb, 
36  Me.  102. 

•  Jacoby  v.  Johnston,  1  Hun,  242? 
Hearne  v.  Brown,  67  Me.  156;  Eii'ign 
17.  R.  R.  Co.,  62  How.  Pr.  123. 

*  Grosvenor  v.  Hunt,  1 1  How.  Pr. 
355;  Baldwin  v.  Barrett,  6  Thomp.  & 


C  362;  4  Hun,  119.  After  a  refer- 
ence has  been  made  by  consent  of  par- 
ties, neither  party  can  accept  or  li.ive 
a  trial  by  jury.  A  motion  must  be 
made  to  set  aside  the  report  as  a  ver- 
dict for  proper  cause:  Beattie  r.  David, 
40  N.  J.  L.  102;  Spencer  v.  Curtis,  57 
Ind.  221. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Awanl, 
67;  Merritt  v.  Tliompson,  'JT  N.  Y. 
225. 

*  Boston  V.  Brazer,  11  JIass.  447. 

'  McCahan  v.  Kearney,  'AA  I'a.  St. 
535;  Andrews  v.  Loe,  3  IViir.  k  \V. 
99;  Rogers  v.  Playford,  I'J  I'a.  St  IM; 
Binuham  v.  Guthrie,  J'J  Ta.  M.  -IkS; 
Williams  v.  Daiiziger,  91  I'a.  Sr.  •JiiJ. 

*  Cuncle  V.  Dripps,  3  I'eiir.  &  W. 
291;  23  Am.  Dec.  84. 

»  Andrews  v.  Lee,  3  Penr.  &  W.  9i); 
Mulilrow  V.  Norris,  2  Cal.  74;  6l>  Am. 
Deo.  313. 
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strued  to  mean  thnt  they  will  abide  by  a  legal  award.* 
And  the  agreement  not  to  appeal  must  be  clearly  ex- 
pressed; it  will  not  be  implied  from  the  words  "  final  and 
conclusive,'  or  that  the  parties  will  "abide  the  award."* 

Illustrations. — Two  parties  submitted  tlnjir  matters  in  con- 
troversy to  arbitration,  agreeing  tliat  there  should  be  no  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  referees,  save  for  "  actual  fraud."  Jleld, 
that  the  award  should  be  sustained,  in  the  absence  of  a  show- 
ing that  there  was  a  mistake  of  fact,  or  injustice:  Struthen  v. 
Clnrk,  40  Iowa,  508.  Inckided  in  a  promissory  note  w(!re  the 
following  words:  "  If  not  paid  at  maturity,  waiving  inrjuisition, 
appeals,  etc."  Held,  that  the  maker  was  tliereby  precluded 
iVoni  an  appeal  from  an  award  of  arbitrators  and  a  compulsory 
rule  of  reference:    M'atson  v.  Wetter,  91  Pa.  St.  o85. 

§  3325.  Agreements  to  Arbitrate  not  Specifically  En- 
forced—  Damages. —  An  agreement  to  submit  to  arbitra- 
tion will  not  be  specifically  enforced,*  the  rule  generally 
adopted  being  that  the  party  refusing  to  carry  out  his 
agreement  is  simply  liable  for  damages  as  for  a  breach  of 
contract.'     But  where  parties  to  a  contract  agree  that  dis- 


'  Atlanta  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Manghan, 
49  Ga.  2G6. 

'<  McCahan  v.  Reainey,  33  Pa.  St. 
535. 

»  Shaw  V.  Hatch,  6  N.  H.  162. 

♦  Tobeyr.  County  of  Bristol,  3  Story, 
800;  Greason  v.  Keteltas,  17  N.  Y.  491 ; 
Hurst  V.  Litchfield,  39  N.  Y.  377; 
March  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  40  N.  H.  548;  77 
Am.  Dec.  732;  Smith  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  36 
N.  H.  487;  Tscheider  v.  Biddle,  4  Dill. 
55;  Copper  v.  Wells,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  10; 
Coibin  V.  Adams,  76  Va.  58. 

''  Haggart  v.  Morgan,  5  N.  Y.  422; 
55  Am.  Deo.  35U.  But  see  Orne  v. 
Sullivan,  3  How.  (Miss.)  161,  34  Am. 
Dee.  74,  where  it  was  held  that  wliere 
two  parties  enter  into  an  agreement 
by  wliich  one  ia  to  erect  improvements 
on  the  lands  of  the  other,  the  value 
thereof  to  be  estimated  by  two  disin- 
terested persons,  one  party  cannot  de- 
feat the  right  to  an  appraisement  by 
refusing  to  appoint  an  arbitrator,  and 
a  refusal  or  failure  to  appoint  gives 
the  other  party  an  undisputed  right 
to  have  the  valuation  made.  When 
no  mode  of  appointment  is  agreed  upon 


in  such  a  case,  the  court  infers  the 
intttition  to  be  that  each  party  is  to 
appoint  one  arl)itr;it(ir.  Where  one 
pariy  requests  the  other  to  appoint  an 
appraiser,  and  the  latter  appoints  a 
num  to  survey  the  land,  but  instructs 
him  not  to  appraise,  as  he  had  fixed 
rules  for  valuing  improvements,  this 
would  be  a  sulKcient  refusal  to  justify 
the  first  party  in  having  the  appraise- 
ment made.  In  T8ch!<?iler  v.  Biddle, 
4  Dill.  55,  the  court  refused  to  leave 
the  party  simply  to  his  action  for 
damages,  on  the  ground  that  such  a 
course  would  result  in  manifest  injus- 
tice. A  lease  of  certain  real  property 
was  made  for  ten  years  with  a  covenant 
by  the  lessor  for  periodical  renewals 
extending  through  terms  aggregating 
a  period  of  five  hundred  years;  the 
amount  of  the  rental  at  the  end  of 
each  ten  years  was  to  be  ascertained 
by  assessors  to  be  appointed  by  the 
parties;  tlie  lessor  fraudulently  sought 
to  evade  the  provisions  of  tiie  lease  in 
respect  to  renewal;  the  lessee,  on  the 
faith  of  the  covenant  for  renewal,  had 
expended  in  buildings  oa  the  demised 
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putes  shall  be  dcciclcd  by  referees,  the  party  who  refuses 
to  join  in  selecting  referees  cannot  invoke  the  provifti(»i) 
of  the  contract  as  against  the  other  party.*  If  eitlier  party 
brings  an  action  for  a  breach  of  the  contract,  he  sIkuiI.] 
bo  required  to  show  either  an  arbitration  and  award,  or 
some  facts  to  excuse  a  resort  to  arbitration."  In  an  action 
for  the  wrongful  revocation  of  a  submission  to  arbitration, 
the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  recover  for  the  expense  in- 
curred  in  making  the  agreement,  but  can  recover  for  his 
loss  of  time  and  for  his  trouble,  and  for  his  necessary  ex- 
penses in  preparing  for  the  hearing,  employing  counsel, 
taking  depositions,  and  paying  witnesses  and  arbitrators, 
so  far  as  he  cannot  avail  himself  of  these  things  for  the 
subsequent  trial  of  his  case  before  a  court.' 

Illustrations.  —  A  lease  provided  that  the  lessee  might  erect 
a  building,  and  that  at  the  end  of  the  term  the  lessor  might 
elect  to  renew  the  lease,  buy  the  building,  or  sell  the  lot  at  a 
price  to  be  fixed  by  arbitrators.  The  lessee  built.  The  lessor 
failed  to  elect,  and  the  lessee  elected  to  purchase  the  lot,  l»ut 
the  l('<5Sor  refused  to  arbitrate  as  to  the  price.  Held,  that  equity 
would  relieve  the  lessee:  Coles  v.  Peek,  96  Ind.  333;  49  Aiii. 
Rep.  161.  A  suit  with  reference  to  a  boundary  line  was  settlcMl, 
and,  as  incidental  to  the  settlement,  it  was  agreed  that  the  value 
of  a  strip  of  land  should  be  fixed  by  arbitration.  Held,  that  the 
agreement  would  be  enforced,  and  that  the  court  would  substi- 
tute itself  in  the  place  of  the  arbitrators,  one  of  the  parties  re- 
fusing to  select  an  arbitrator:  Black  v.  Rogers,  75  Mo.  441. 

§  3326.  Agreements  to  Refer  Disputes  do  not  Prevent 
Action. — A  mere  executory  agreement  to  arbitrate  is 
not  a  bar  to  an  action.*  A  clause  in  a  contract  that 
any  disputes  which  may  arise  thereunder  shall  be  re- 


premises  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
thousand  dollars.  The  lessors  sutid 
the  lessee  at  law  for  use  and  occupation, 
whereupon  the  lessee  Hlcil  this  bill 
in  equity  to  stay  the  action  at  law 
until  the  lessor  appointed  an  assessor 
as  required  by  the  lease.  Held,  that 
a  general  demurrer  to  the  bill  sliould 
be  disallowed;  and  the  lessee  being 
villing  to  comply  with  the  lease  as  to 


renewal,  the  court  entered  an  order 
stayinf^  the  pmcccilinijs  at  law  until 
the  lessor  should  appoint  an  iiiiinii'lial 
assessor  (,o  make  iIk;  valuation.  And 
see  Illustrations,  2">.s/. 

»  Vox  V.  Voliicrt,  66  Mo.  505. 

»  Fox  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  .3  Wall.  Jr.  24?,. 

»P..nd  V.  Harris,  113  iMa>s.  114. 

♦  Latliu  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  '6-i  Fed.  Kti> 
859. 
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fcrred  to  an  arbitrator  or  arbitrntor.^  docs  not  oust  the 
courts  of  jurisdiction,  and  oitlicr  party  may  have  ru- 
course  to  them  without  carrying  out  his  agreement  to 
refer.*  An  agreement  to  submit  to  arbitration  is  void 
when  its  eflect  would  be  to  oust  the  courts  of  jurisdiction.^ 

'  Gray  v.  Wilson,  4  Watts,  39;  Hill 
r.  Moore,  40  Mo.  515;  Caviinagh  r. 
Duoluy,  U  Allan,  (iU;  Uowo  v.  Wil- 
lianiH,  97  Mans.  UiM;  linrflt  v.  Liteli- 
*i.lil,  39  N.  Y.  377;  Smith  v.  11.  R. 
Co.,  30  N.  H.  487;  March  r.  K.  R.  Co., 
40  N.  H.  548;  77  Am.  Dec.  73'2;  Stone 
Dunnis,    3   I'ort.    '2'M;   Luuman  v. 


Young,  31  Pa.  St.  300;  Snodgraaa  v. 
(iavit,  •2»  I'a.  St.  '221;  Allegro  d.  Mary- 
laiul  Inn.  Co.,  C  Har.  &  J.  408;  14 
Am.  Doc.  289;  Wood  v.  Humphrey, 
114  MuHH.  185;  I'uarl  v.  Hurrio,  121 
Mass.  3<>0;  Tiott  r.  City  Ins.  Co.,  1 
Cliff.  443;  Uohinson  t'.  (iieorges  Ins. 
Co.,  17  Me.  13!;  35  Am.  Due.  239; 
Liverpool  etc.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Creigh- 
ion,  51  (ii\.  95;  tlortou  v.  Sayer,  4 
Hurl.  &  N.  043;  5  Jur.,  N.  S.,  989;  Lee 
V.  Page,  7  Jur  ,  ?'  S.,  708;  9  Week, 
liep.  754  (but  see  the  PonnHylvania 
ca-xes:  O'Reilly  v.  Kerns,  52  Pa.  St. 
214;  Reynolds  v.  Caldwell,  51  Pa.  St. 
298);  Haggart  v.  Morgan,  5  N.  Y.  422; 
55  Am.  Dec.  350;  Hart  v.  I^Auman,  29 
ISarb.  419;  Sinclar  v.  Tallmadge,  35 
Barb.  007;  Binusev.  Pago,  1  Abb.  App. 
154;  Doyle  v.  Ualpin,  1  Junes  &  S.  309; 
Holmes  V.  Riclcet,  56  Cal.  307;  38  Am. 
Rep.  54.  In  Delaware  Canal  Co.  v. 
I'oiinsylvania  Coal  Co.,  SON.  Y.  258, 
tlie  court  say:  "  It  appears  to  be  well 
gt'ttiod  by  authority  tliatan  agreement 
to  refor  all  nuittors  of  (iitlorence  or 
(ILspute  that  may  ariue  to  arbitration 
will  not  oust  a  court  of  law  or  equity 
of  juri.nprudence.  The  reason  of  the 
rule  is  by  some  traced  to  the  jealousy 
of  the  courts,  and  a  desire  to  repress 
all  attempts  to  encroach  on  the  exclu- 
sivunoss  of  their  jurisdiction;  and  by 
others,  to  an  aversion  of  tlie  courts, 
from  reasona  of  public  policy,  to  sanc- 
tion contracts  by  which  the  protection 
which  the  law  affords  tlie  individual 
citi/eits  is  renounced.  An  agreement 
of  this  character  induced  by  fraud,  or 
overreaching,  or  entered  into  unad- 
visedly through  ignorance,  folly,  or 
undue  pressure,  might  well  be  refused 
a  specific  performance,  or  disregarded 


when  sot  up  as  a  defense  to  an  action. 
But  when  the  parties  stand  upon  an 
equal  footing,  and  intelligently  and 
delil)erately,  in  niakina  tnuir  execu- 
tory contracts,  provide  for  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  any  ditforeucu  that  may 
arise,  eithor  by  arbitration  or  other- 
wise, it  is  not  easy  to  assign  at  this 
day  any  good  roaion  why  the  contract 
ahould  not  stand,  and  the  parties 
made  to  abide  by  it,  and  the  judgment 
of  the  tribunal  of  their  chfiice.  Were 
the  question  leti  nova,  I  ai>|/  ohen<lod 
that  a  party  would  not  now  In  permit- 
ted, in  the  absence  of  fraud,  or  soma 
peculiar  circumstances  entitling  him  to 
relief,  to  repudiate  '  agreement  to 
submit  to  arbitration,  and  seek  a  rrn.t- 
cdy  at  law,  when  his  adver.  ry  had 
not  refused  to  arbitrate,  or  m  i/.y  way 
obstructed  or  hindered  tl.e  arbitration 
agreed  upon.  But  the  rule  that  a 
general  covenant  to  submit  any  differ- 
ences that  may  arise  in  the  perform- 
ance of  a  contract,  or  under  an  execu- 
tory agreement,  is  a  nullity,  is  too 
well  established  to  be  now  questioned; 
and  the  decision  of  the  appeal  of  the 
present  defendant  does  not  make  it 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  reasons 
of  the  rule,  or  question  its  existence. 
The  better  way,  doubtless,  is  to  give 
effect  to  contracts,  when  lawful  in 
themselves,  according  to  their  terms 
and  the  intent  of  the  parties,  and  any 
departure  from  this  principle  is  an 
anomaly  in  the  law,  not  to  be  ex- 
tended or  applied  to  new  cases,  unless 
they  come  within  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  decisions  already  made.  The 
tendency  of  the  more  recent  decisions 
is  to  narrow  rather  than  enlarge  the 
operation  and  effect  of  prior  decisions 
limiting  the  power  of  contiacting  par- 
ties to  ])rovide  a  tribunal  for  the 
adjustment  of  possible  differenc>!s, 
without  a  resort  to  courts  of  law,  and 
the  rule  is  essentially  modified  and 
qualiliod." 

'^  Wood  V.   Humphrey,    114    Mass. 
185. 
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If,  pending  an  action,  the  parties  agree  otherwise  than 
under  a  rule  ci'  court  to  arbitrate,  the  remedy  for  a  refusal 
by  one  of  them  is  by  an  independent  action,  not  by  supple- 
mental complaint  in  the  pending  action.^  But  if  the  par- 
ties  have  proceedftd  under  the  agreement,  and  an  award 
lias  been  made,  this  will  prevent  a  suit  in  the  courts.'' 

§  3327.  Except  wtere  Reference  is  Made  Condition 
Precedent  to  Suit.  —  Where,  however,  it  is  agreed  in  a 
contract  that  a  reference  to  an  arbitrator  or  person  se- 
lected shall  be  a  condition  precedent  to  the  institution  of 
a  suit,  such  an  agreement  will  be  upheld,  and  neither 
party  can  sue  until  he  has  performed  the  condition  prece- 
dent.'    Although  the  courts  will   take  jurisdiction  iiot- 


'  Metcalf  V.  Guthrie,  94  N.  C.  447. 

»  Smith  0.  R.  11.  Co.,  .S6  N.  H.  487. 

^  llowe  V.  Williams,  97  Masa.  163; 
.Smith  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  36  N.  H.  45S; 
Hurst  ».  Litchfield,  39  N.  Y.  377; 
United  States  v.  Robeson,  9  Pet.  327; 
Delaware  etc.  Canal  Co.  v.  Pennsylva- 
nia Coal  Co.,  50  N.  Y.  258;  Berry  v. 
Ciirter,  19  Kan,  1.35;  Scott  v.  Liver- 
pool Corporation,  3  De  Gex  &  J.  334; 
T)  Jur.,  N.  S.,  105;  Lowndes  v.  Stam- 
ford and  Warrington,  18  Q.  B.  425; 
i.'l  L.  J.  Q.  B.  371;  Hood  v.  Harts- 
liorn,  100  Mass.  119;  1  Am.  Rep.  89; 
the  court  saying:  "The  question 
whether  an  arbitration  clause  in  a  con- 
tract is  valid  has  often  arisen,  and  in 
bome  of  its  aspects  presents  great  diifi- 
culties.  But  the  present  case  jomes 
within  the  principle  stated  by  Cole- 
ridge, J.,  in  Avery  v.  Scott,  8  Ex.  501), 
that  it  is  not  unlawful  for  parties  to 
agree  to  impose  a  condition  precedent 
M'ith  respect  to  the  mode  of  settling 
the  amount  of  damage,  or  the  time  of 
paying  it,  or  any  matters  of  that  kind 
that  do  not  go  to  the  root  of  the  action: 
See  also  Elliott  v.  Royal  Exchange 
Assurance  Co. ,  L.  R.  2  Ex .  243.  There 
is  no  policy  of  the  law  in  this  common- 
wealth adverse  to  the  settlement  of 
controversies  or  questions  between 
parties  by  arbitration;  and  contracts 
to  that  effect  are  enforced  so  far  as 
they  can  be  consistently  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  law.     Judicial  tribunals  are 


provided  by  the  government  to  enable 
parties  to  enforce  their  rights  wlifcu 
other  means  fail,  but  not  to  IiIiuUt 
them  from  adjusting  tlieir  difl'erences 
themselves,  or  by  agents  of  tlieir  own 
selection."  In  Dawson  v.  Fitzgerald, 
3  Cent.  L.  J.  477,  L.  R.  1  Ex.  Div. 
257,  this  question  was  examined  by 
the  court  of  appeal.  "I  take  it,"saiil 
Jessel,  M.  R.,  "that  the  law  on  the 
subject  is  really  settled  by  the  liigh- 
est  authority  by  which  we  are  bouml, 
viz.,  by  the  decision  of  the  honse  of 
lords.  The  rule  is  this,  that  wiicre 
there  is  an  agreement  to  refer  to  ar- 
bitration, and,  either  from  the  nature 
of  the  sum  to  be  recovered,  it  must  he 
previously  ascertained  by  the  arbitra- 
tion, or  it  is  expressed  that  the  arlii- 
tratiin  is  a  condition  preceileiit,  no 
actioii  can  be  maintained  unless  tlie 
arbitration  has  taken  place.  In  <itlipr 
words,  vliere  are  two  cusos  in  wliieh 
the  ar'atration  clause  can  b«  jjleail  4 
successfully:  1.  Where  the  action  is 
only  to  be  brought  for  a  sum  to  be 
named  by  an  arbitrator;  2.  Wliert;. 
whatever  the  form  of  the  covenant,  it 
is  agreed  that  no  action  shall  be 
brought  until  tiie  award  has  been 
made.  In  those  two  cases,  therefore, 
there  can  be  no  action."  Tlie  jirimi- 
jile  was  very  well  put  up  by  Mr.  M  iron 
Bramwell  in  the  case  of  Tredwcn  r. 
Holman,  10  Week.  Rep.  652;  1  Hurl. 
&C.72.     He  says:  "  If  a  tenant  cove- 


52S9 


THE    SUBMISSION. 


3327 


withstanding  an  agreement  to  arbitrate,  yet  when  the 
agreement  is  that  the  covenantor  shall  pay  such  sum, 
and  only  such  sum,  as  shall  be  determined  by  arbitrators, 
the  procuring  an  award  is  as  clearly  a  condition  precedent 
as  if  the  parties  had  expressly  so  provided.* 

Illustrations. — An  insurance  policy  provided  that  in  case 
of  differences  arising  touching  any  loss  or  damage,  the  matter 
may,  at  the  written  request  of  either  party,  be  submitted  to 
impartial  arbitrators,  whose  award  in  writing  should  be  bind- 
ing on  the  parties  to  the  amount  of  such  loss  or  (hiniage,  "but 
sliall  not  decide  the  liability  of  the  company  under  tliis  policy"; 
also,  "it  is  furthermore  nmtually  agreed  that  no  suit  or  action 
against  this  company  for  the  recovery  of  any  claim  by  virtue  of 
tliis  policy  shall  be  sustainable  in  any  court  of  law  or  clumcery 
until  an  award  shall  have  been  obtained  fixing  the  amount  of 
such  claim  in  the  manner  hereinabove  provided."  Held,  that 
no  suit  could  be  sustained  against  the  objection  of  the  company 
until  an  award  had  been  made,  although  neither  party  previous 
to  the  suit  had  requested  arbitration:  Yeomans  v.  Guard  Fire 
etc.  Ins.  Co.,  5  Ins.  Law  J.  858;  see  Scott  v.  Avery,  5  II.  L.  Cas. 
811;  Braunstein  v.  Accidental  Death  Ins.  Co.,  1  Best  &  S.  782; 
31  L.  J.  Q.  B.  17.  By  a  written  agreement  a  tenant  of  a  fur- 
nished house  agrees  at  the  expiration  of  the  tenancy  to  deliver 
up  possession  of  the  house  and  the  furniture  in  good  order,  and 
in  the  event  of  loss,  damage,  or  breakage,  to  make  good  or  pay 
for  the  same  the  amount  of  such  payment;  if  disputed,  to  be  set- 
tled by  two  valuers;  the  settlement  of  the  amount  of  the  pay- 
ment by  the  valuers  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  right  of  the 
landlord  to  bring  an  action  in  respect  of  the  dilapidations: 
Bahbage  v.  Coulbiirn,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  D.  235;  51  L.  J.  Q.  B.  D. 
638;  46  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  288;  30  Week.  Rep.  950;  affirmed  L.  R.  9 
Q.  B.  D.  237,  note;  46  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  794;  30  Week.  Rep.  950,  note. 


nants  that  he  will  cultivate  the  de- 
mised land  in  a  liusbauil-like  inaniier, 
and  also  covenants  that  it  any  dis[nite 
sliall  arise  in  respect  thereut  it  shall 
be  referred  to  arbitration,  an  action 
may  nevertheless  be  maintained;  but 
where  the  covenant  is  to  pay  such 
damages  aa  shall  be  ascertained  by  an 
arbitrator,  no  action  will  lie  until  he 


has  ascertained  them."  And  see  Ed- 
wards V.  Aberavron  Ins.  Co.,  L.  R.  1 
Q.  li.  513. 

'  Hfdniea  v.  Richet,  51)  Cal.  307; 
38  Am.  Rep.  54;  Smith  v.  Hiiggs,  3 
Denio,  73;  Hurst  r.  Litcbliold,  :ii)N.  Y. 
377.  And  see,  ante,  Title  Contracts, 
§  2504. 
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§  3.348.  How  defense  that  arbitrators  exceeded  authority  may  be  availed  of. 
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§  3328.    Who  may  be  Arbitrators— Causes  of  Disquali- 
fication.— Any  person  (subject  to  certain  disqualifications 

to  be  presently  noticed)  may  be  an  arbitrator.'     These 


'  Neither  natural  nor  legal  disabili- 
ties hinder  a  person  from  being  an 
arbitrator.     It  has  been  laid  down  as 


law  in  works  to  which  great  respect  is 
due  that  idiots,  lunatics,  infants,  mar- 
ried women,    persons    attainted  and 
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>e  availed  of. 


'hen  award  of 


tion —  Canuiit 


>m  third  ar!ii- 


disqualifications  arise  from  facts  in  regard  to  the  arbitra- 
tor, unknown,  at  the  time  of  his  being  chosen,  to  one  of 
the  parties;  e.  g.,  that  he  is  personally  interested  in  the 
matter,  or  is  related  to  one  of  the  parties,  or  has  already 
formed  an  opinion  on  the  matter  in  dispute,  or  is  preju- 
diced in  favor  of  one  of  the  parties.'  A  person  having  a 
secret  interest  in  the  decision,  or  in  the  result  of  the  con- 
troversy, is  incompetent  to  act  as  an  arbitrator.'  But  a 
mere  remote  or  contingent  or  trifling  interest  whicii 
could  not  be  expected  to  influence  him  in  his  decision 
will  not  disqualify;'  as  that  he  is  a  debtor  or  creditor  of 
one  of  the  parties,*  or  had  formerly  been  his  counsel  in 
another  action.*  That  the  arbitrator  is  related  or  con- 
nected by  family  to  one  of  the  parties,  unknown  at  the 


excommunicated,  are  disqualified  for 
the  office;  but  the  better  opinion  is, 
that  they  may  be  arbitrators;  for  every 
person  is  at  liberty  to  choose  whom  lie 
likes  best  for  hia  judge,  and  he  cannot 
afterwards  object  to  the  manifest  de- 
ticiencies  of  those  whom  he  has  himself 
selected.  And  see  Evans  v.  Ives,  15 
Phila.  635;  Hopkins  v.  Lodouskie,  1 
Bibb,  148;  Galloway  v.  Webb,  Hardin, 
318. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
100;  Poole  v.  Hennessy,  39  Iowa.  192; 
18  Am.  Rep.  44;  Bo  wen  v.  Steere,  6 
K.  I.  251;  Beattie  v.  Billiard,  55  N.  H. 
428;  Earl  v.  Stocker,  2  Vern.  251;  Fox 
V.  Hazelton,  10  Pick.  275. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
100;  ^tna  Ins.  Co.  v.  Stevens,  48  111. 
31;  WoodworUi  v.  McGovern,  52  Vt. 
318.  Where  plaintiff  has  given  the 
referee  in  the  cause  a  lien  for  his  fees 
on  the  judgment,  the  referee  is  dis- 
qualified from  settling  the  case:  Leon- 
ard V.  Mulry,  93  N.  Y.  392.  So  an 
arbitrator  becomes  disqualified  where, 
pending  the  proceedings,  the  interest 
of  one  party  in  the  subject-matter  in 
dispute  is  transferred  to  a  near  relative 
of  the  arbitrator;  as  his  son:  Spear- 
man V.  Wilson,  44  Ga.  473. 

'  Leominster  v.  R.  R.  Co. ,  7  Allen, 
38;  Cheney  v.  Martin,  127  Mass.  304. 
Where  a  claim  against  a  city  is  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration,  the  award  cannot 


be  impeached  on  the  ground  that  one 
of  the  arbitrators,  being  an  alderman 
of  the  city,  had  been  active  in  the  coun- 
cil in  endeavoring  to  procure  payment 
or  arbitration  of  the  claim:  Kane  v. 
Fond  du  Lac,  40  Wis.  495. 

♦  Morgan  v,  Morgan.  1  Dow. P.  R.  Gl  1; 
Fisher  V.  Towner,  14  Conn.  2G;  Cliicago 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Hughes,  28  Mich. 
ISG.  In  Wallis  v.  Carpenter,  13  Allen, 
24,  the  court  said:  "The  defendants 
object  that  one  of  the  arbitrators  was 
a  creditor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  therefore 
was  not  impartial.  But  for  aught  that 
appears,  the  debt  may  have  been  very 
inconsiderable,  or  it  may  have  been 
well  secured,  or  the  plaintiff  may  be 
in  such  circumstances  tliatthe  decision 
of  this  case  may  not  appreciably  affect 
his  ability  to  pay  the  debt,  and  tliere- 
fore  there  is  no  established  fact  which 
authorizes  the  suggestion  that  tlie  ex- 
istence of  the  debt  creates  partiality." 
It  would,  perhaps,  be  otherwise  if  the 
arbitrator's  chances  of  payment  were 
therel)y  increased:  Cases  «»' '.  A  large 
award  to  an  insolvent,  who  was  iu- 
«lebted  to  an  arbitrator,  to  whom  it 
was  immediately  assigned,  was  set 
aside  in  an  early  case:  Rand  v.  Rod- 
ington,  13  N.  H.  72.  See  also  V.'ood- 
worth  V.  McGovern,  52  Vt.  318. 

Hioodrich  i'.  Hulbert,  123  Mass. 
190;  25  Am.  Rep.  60;  Cheney  v.  Mar- 
tin, 127  Mass.  304. 
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time,  or  objected  to  when  ascertained,  is  sufficient  to 
render  him  incompetent.*  So  where  the  arbitrator  is  a 
partner  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  this  is  concealed  from 
the  other.*  It  is  improper  for  an  arbitrator  to  accept 
hospitality  from  either  of  the  parties;  and  where  this  was 
extended  for  the  purpose  and  had  the  effect  of  inducing 
the  arbitrator  to  act  unfairly,  his  award  was  set  aside.* 


'Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251; 
Rand  V.  Redingtcin,  13  N.  H.  72; 
Stepliunson  v.  Oatniau,  .3  Lea,  402; 
Baud  V.  Mayor,  74  N.  Y.  382.  lu 
Puole  V.  Hennessy,  39  Iowa,  192,  IS 
Am.  Rep.  44,  a  lease  provided  that 
the  rent  should  be  fixed  by  three 
appraisers,  one  to  be  chosen  by  each 
party,  and  the  third  by  these  two. 
One  of  the  parties  chose  liis  brother 
and  1)usines3  agent.  Uuld,  that  this 
avoided  the  appraisement.  Said  the 
court:  "One  of  the  grounds  of  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  jdaintiif  is,  that 
the  appraiser  appointed  on  the  part  of 
Bishop  Hennessy  was  his  brother  and 
confidential  business  agent.  Tiiat  he 
was  such,  there  is  no  manner  of  doubt; 
indeed,  it  is  not  questioned  tliat  he 
did  sustain  these  relations,  but  it  is 
claimed  that  since  the  lease  authorized 
each  party  to  select  an  individual  for 
himself,  and  those  two  to  select  a 
third,  that  it  was  'optional  with  the 
parties  to  select  whomsoever  they 
chuse,  without  restriction  as  to  inter- 
est or  partiality.'  It  seems  to  us  that 
such  a  doctrine  cannot  be  admitted. 
Tlie  very  fact  that  the  parties  to  the 
lease  stipulated  for  the  submission  of 
the  question  of  the  value  of  the  leased 
premises  as  a  basis  for  the  rent  to 
persons  to  be  chosen  in  tlie  manner 
provided,  conclusively  shows  that  they 
intended  to  have  the  value  establishetl 
by  an  impartial  tribunal.  The  object 
and  purpose  in  providing  for  an  ap- 
praisement in  the  mode  menl-'oned  in 
the  leiises  it  is  manifest  was  to  secure 
a  fair  and  just  valuation  of  the  leased 
premises  as  a  basis  for  the  second  five 
years  of  the  term.  This  purpose  could 
bu  attnined  only  by  means  of  fair  and 
impartial  persons  as  appraisers.  The 
person  to  be  selected  by  the  respective 
parties  ought  not  to  be  respectively  the 
agent  of  the  parties.     If  this  were  al- 


lowed it  would  be  the  same  in  effect  as 
the  parties  themselves  acting  in  tlieir 
own  behalf  as  appraisers;  for  wliat  a 
man  docs  by  his  agent,  he  does  by  him- 
self. '1  he  persons  selected  as  appraisers 
should  be  iuditferent  between  tlie  par- 
ties. The  shouM  be  impartial  juilgts. 
The  fact  that,  by  the  stiimlations  of 
the  lease,  each  party  was  autiioriz-d 
to  choose  one  appraiser,  does  not  lead 
to  the  conclusion  claimed  by  appel- 
l;mts.  The  autliority  to  choose  con- 
fers no  authority  to  choose  an  improper 
person.  This  provision  of  the  lease 
merely  provides  a  mode  by  which  tlie 
tribunal  shall  be  created  which  is  to 
determine  the  question  of  the  value  of 
the  property  for  the  purposes  of  tiie 
lease.  That  the  parties  expected 
that  this  should  be  an  impartial  tri- 
bunal that  would  place  a  fair  and  just 
valuation  upon  the  lea.sed  premises 
cannot  be  doubted.  That  they  intended 
the  contrary  will  not  be  presumed, 
and  will  not  be  held,  in  the  absence  of 
express  words  to  that  effect.  True,  it 
is  not  stated  in  express  words  that  the 
appraisers  shall  be  'disinterested,' 
'impartial,'  or  'indiflferent'  persons, 
but,  in  the  absence  of  anytliing  to 
manifest  a  contrary  intention,  this 
must  be  presumed.  For  the  reasons 
that  one  of  the  appraisers  was  tlie 
brother  of  the  defendant  and  his  busi- 
ness agent,  and  that  these  facts  were 
not  known  to  the  plaintiffs  until  after 
the  appraisement  was  made,  the  court 
below  decided  rightly  in  setting  the 
appraisement  aside." 

^  Connor  v.  Simpson,  104  Pa.  St. 
440;  Wiieeling  Gas  Co.  v.  Wlieelinf;, 
T)  W.  Va.  448.  But  see  (i  raves  v. 
Fisher,  5  Me.  69;  17  Am.  Dec.  20.1; 
Morville  v.  Amer.  Tract  Soc,  l'J3 
Mass.  129;  25  Am.  Rep.  40. 

»In  re  Hopper,  8  Best  &  S.  100; 
Noyes  V.  Gould,  57  N.  H.  20. 
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So  the  partiality  of  an  arbitrator  may  be  allegefl  in  de- 
fense of  an  action  upon  the  award.'  That  the  arbitrator 
had  already  formed  an  opinion  on  the  subject-matter  of 
the  arbitration  renders  him  incompetent  to  so  act.'  And 
it  is  gross  misconduct  for  a  person  who  has  formed  and 
expressed  an  opinion  on  the  case  to  accept  the  offica  of 
arbitrator  without  informing  the  parties  of  the  fact.^ 

The  mere  expression  of  an  opinion  on  a  matter  by  one 
to  whom  it  is,  long  afterwards,  submitted  for  arbitration 
will  not  disqualify  him,  where  no  bias  or  unfairness  ap- 
pears at  the  time  of  the  submission  or  in  the  award.* 
Nor  will  mere  conversations  of  the  arbitrators  with  others, 
or  even  with  the  parties,  respecting  the  subject  of  the 
arbitration,  necessarily  require  the  setting  aside  of  the 
award.'  And  if  these  objections  are  known  to  the  parties, 
and  they  nevertheless  select  the  persons  as  arbitrators, 
they  waive  such  objections.®  "  They  are  at  liberty  to  se- 
lect a  person  interested  or  a  person  prejudiced,  a  relation 
or  an  enemy,  or  either  of  them."'     Knowledge  of  a  party's 


*  Hyeronimua  v.  AUisou,  52  Mo.  102. 
A  was  acting  as  referee  in  a  case  in 
which  B  was  attorney.  Held,  that  B 
should  not  be  appointed  referee  in  a 
case  in  which  A  was  attorney:  Carrall 
V.  Lupkins,  29  Hun,  17. 

*Fox  V.  Hazelton,  10  Pick.  275; 
Remp  V.  Rose,  1  Gifif.  258;  Conrad  v. 
Massasoit  Ins.  Co.,  4  Allen,  '20;  Botiton 
Water  Power  v.  Grey,  G  Met.  131 ; 
Strong  V.  Strong,  9  Cush.  500;  Cal- 
craft  V.  Ro^V/ack,  1  Ves.  Sr.  227; 
Bowen  v.  Steere,  (i  R.  I.  251;  Smith  v. 
Cooley,  5  Ualy,  401.  But  see  Graves 
V.  Fisher,  5  Me.  69;  17  Am.  Dec.  203; 
Morville  v.  American  TrJict  Soc,  123 
Mass.  129;  25  Am.  Rep.  40.  Evidence 
of  partiality  held  insutiicient  in  Butler 
V.  Boyles,  10  Humph.  155;  51  Am. 
Dec.  697. 

»  Beattie  v.  Hilliard,  55  N.  H.  428. 

*  Brush  V.  Fisher,  Mich.  1888. 

*  Flatter  v.  McDermitt,  25  Iiid.  326; 
Shear  v.  xMosher,  8  111.  App.  119. 
But  see  Catlett  v.  Dougherty,  114  111. 
6li8. 

*  Conrad  v.   Massasoit  lua.   Co.,  4 


Allen,  20;  Wheeling  Gaa  Co.  v.  City 
of  Wheeling,  5  W.  Va.  448;  Davis  ». 
Forsliee,  34  Ala.  107;  Dougherty  v. 
McWhorter,  7  Yerg.  239;  Monongahela 
Nav.  Co.  V.  Fenlon,  4  Watts  &  S.  205; 
Bell  V.  Vernooy,  18  Hun,  125;  Robb 
V.  Brachman,  38  Ohio  St.  423. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
102;  Strong  v.  Strong,  9  Cush.  560; 
Johnston  v.  Cheape,  5  Dow.  247; 
Morgan  r.  Birnie,  9  Bing.  672;  Perry 
r.  Moore,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  32,  where  the 
objection  was  known  to  the  party's 
attorney;  Combs  v.  WyckoflF,  1  Caiues, 
147:  Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251. 
In  Fox  V.  Hazelton,  10  Pick.  277,  it 
was  said:  "  But  volenti  non  Jit  injuria. 
If  parties  are  content  to  submit  ques- 
tions in  controversy  to  those  who  aro 
known  to  have  formed  and  expressed 
opinions  upon  the  subject-matter,  or 
who  are  known  to  have  partialities 
and  prejudices  for  or  against  tlie  re- 
spective parties,  an  awanl  made  by 
such  arbitrators  is  binding.  And  it  is 
not  infrequent  in  practice  tor  each 
party  to  select  a  friend  known  to  have 
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attorney  has  Locu  IjoM  to  be  the  knowledge  of  tlie  party 
himself.'  The  objection  should  be  made  at  the  earliest 
opportunity,''  even  at  the  trial  before  the  arbitrators  them- 
selves.' An  arbitrator,  like  a  judge,  is  exempt  from  lia- 
bility to  an  action  for  any  judgment  given  by  him  in  his 
official  character.* 

Illustrations.  —  An  architect  had  assured  a  female  that  the 
price  for  building  a  church  should  not  exceed  a  certain  sum. 
Held,  that  he  was  incompetent  to  act  as  arbitrator  upon  claims 
for  extras  made  against  her  in  building  such  church:  Kemp  v. 
Rose,  1  Giff.  258.  The  owner  of  land  through  which  a  railroad 
was  built,  and  the  railroad  company,  submitted  the  question  of 
damages  to  arbitrators.  Held,  that  their  award  must  be  set 
aside  because  one  of  them  was  related  to  the  mortgagee  of  the 
land,  and  because  said  mortgage  was  not  known  to  the  com- 
pany: Stephenson  v.  Oatman,  3  Lea,  462.  The  mother  of  a 
child  resisted  its  father's  attempt  to  obtain  its  custody  on  habeas 
corpus.  The  proceedings  were  sent  to  a  referee,  who,  in  a  di- 
vorce suit  betwen  the  parents,  had  found  the  mother  guilty  of 
adultery.     Held,  that  she  was  entitled,  on  motion,  to  I  ave  the 


formed  and  expressed  opinions  upon 
the  subject  and  preferences  for  the 
parties  respectively,  trusting  that 
these  opposite  prejudices  will  balance 
each  other,  especially  with  the  aid  of 
an  impartial  umpire.  Without  com- 
mending the  expediency  of  such  ref- 
erences, the  court  can  entertain  no 
doubt  of  the  validity  of  an  award 
made  by  such  referees,  nor  could  the 
parties  be  heard  to  impeach  it  on  this 
ground.  If  the  objection  is  known  to 
the  party  before  the  hearing,  and  not 
then  disclosed,  and  no  exception 
taken,  the  objection  must  be  taken  to 
be  waived,  and  the  consent  of  the 
parties  be  presumed  that  the  hearing 
shall  proceed.  It  is  like  the  case  of 
challenge  of  a  juror.  If  a  party 
knows  of  any  prejudice  entertained 
by  a  juror,  and  makes  no  exception 
when  the  jury  is  impaneled,  iiow- 
ever  good  his  cause  of  challenge  then 
is,  it  must  be  deemed  to  be  waived. 
Otherwise,  knowing  of  a  secret  taint 
to  which  the  verdict  may  be  exposed, 
he  takes  his  chance  for  a  favorable 
verdict,  reserving  a  power  to  impeach 
it  should  it  happen  to  be  against  him, 
—  a  proceeding  inconsistent  with  the 


plain  principles  of  fair  dealing,  and 
with  the  frankness  which  ought  to 
characterize  the  whole  course  of  judi- 
cial proceedings.  In  the  present  case, 
the  evidence  is  quite  sufficient  to  show 
that  if  the   party  was  not  fully  ap- 

Erized  of  the  partiality  of  the  referee 
efore  the  hearing,  he  had  ample  no- 
tice to  put  him  upon  inquiry,  which 
would  have  led  to  the  full  knowluUge 
of  the  fact;  and  had  the  exception 
been  taken  at  the  hearing,  and  thu 
referees  had  persisted  in  proceeding, 
it  would  have  been  a  strong  f,'round 
of  objection  to  tlie  award.  As  he  was 
content  to  proceed  with  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact,  relying  upon  the 
strength  of  his  cause,  or  the  cnpacity 
and  firmness  of  the  other  n  inr?  >  I'c 
must  be  deemed  to  have  v/a*-.' 
exceptions." 

'  Perry  v.  Moore,   2  E.  O.    S-   ■'■■ 
32. 

*  Combs  V.  WyckofiF,  1  Cainoc  i7, 
Fox  V.  Hazelton,  10  Pick.  275;  B.obb 
V.  Brachman,  38  Ohio  St.  4'2;J. 

*  Cones  V.  Vanosdol,  4  Ind.  24S. 

*  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  Co.  v, 
O'Brien,  137  Mass.  424;  50  Am.  Rep. 
323. 
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referee  changed:  In  re  I]Uf:f!,  30  Hun,  504.  Arbitrators  had 
rendered  an  award  fixing  the  vahie  of  a  building,  and  it  ap- 
peared tliat  one  of  the  arbitrators  had,  before  his  appointment, 
and  in  view  of  it,  at  the  instance  of  the  party  afterwards  pro- 
posing him,  examined  the  building  and  formed  an  opinion  as 
to  its  value.  Held,  sufficient  evidence  of  partiality  in  the  arbi- 
trator to  warrant  a  court  of  equity  in  setting  abide  the  award: 
Smith  v.  Cooley,  5  Daly,  401.  A  is  a  stockholder  in  a  bank, 
which  holds  shares  in  a  railroad  company  as  collateral  security 
for  a  loan  to  a  customer.  A  is  not  disqualified  to  act  as  an 
arbitrator  in  a  reference  to  which  the  railroad  is  a  party:  Leom- 
inster v.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen,  38.  One  of  the  arbitrators  was 
familiarly  acquainted  with  one  of  the  parties,  and,  before  the 
submission,  had  heard  him  honestly  state  the  facts  in  the  case, 
and  thereupon  expressed  the  opinion  that  no  commercial  house 
could  stand  upon  the  transaction.  Held,  not  to  invalidate  the 
award:  Morville  v.  American  Tract  Society,  123  Mass.  129;  25 
Am.  Rep.  40. 

§  3329.  Arbitrator  Entitled  to  Compensation  for  Ser- 
vices.— Arbitrators  and  referees  are  entitled  to  their  fees, 
as  any  other  person  for  services  rendered;^  and  a  referee 

recover  a  reasonable  compensation 
therefor,  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
promise  to  pay;  and  it  has,  since  the 
time  of  the  case  referred  to,  been 
so  adjudged  in  England:  Swinford 
V.  Burn,  1  Gow,  7,  8;  Chitty  on 
Contracts,  165,  166.  The  evidence 
in  this  case  shows  that  the  plaintiff 
was  appointed  an  arbitrator  by  the 
parties  to  the  controversy;  that  the 
arbitrators  were  engaged  five  days  as 
such,  attended  by  the  defendant  and 
the  other  parties  to  the  submission, 
and  until  the  powers  of  the  arbitrators 
were  revoked  by  the  defendant.  I 
cannot  doubt  but  the  evidence  showed 
a  suthcient  employment  of  the  plain- 
tiff as  an  arbitrator  to  entitle  him  to 
compensation  for  services  rendered  as 
such  arbitrator.  An  objection  is 
made  here,  for  the  first  time,  that 
tlie  plaintiff  in  error  could  not  sustain 
a  separate  action  for  his  services;  that 
the  other  arbitrator  had  a  joint  inter- 
est with  him.  Several  cases  have  been 
cited,  supposed  to  sustain  this  point, 
but  I  am  unable  to  see  the  application 
of  the  principle  decided  by  those  cases 
to  the  question  before  us.  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  the  claim  of  each  ar- 


»Ott  V.  Schroeppel,  3  Barb.  63; 
Holcomb  V.  Tiffany,  38  Conn.  27 1 .  In 
Hinman  v.  Hapgood,  I  Denio,  188,  43 
Am.  Dec.  663,  the  court  say:  "The 
defendant  relies  upon  the  objection 
that  no  express  promise  or  request  by 
the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff  to  ren- 
der such  services  had  been  proved, 
and  therefore  his  services  must  be 
deemed  to  have  been  rendered  gratu- 
itously: Virany  i\  Warne,  4  Esp. 
47,  is  cited  as  decisive  of  this  point. 
In  that  case  the  plaintiff's  counsel, 
in  stating  the  case  to  the  jury, 
said  that  the  action  was  brought  to 
recover  a  sum  of  money  due  to  the 
testator  for  acting  as  an  arbitrator  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  in  a  certain 
dispute  with  another.  Lord  Kenyon 
decided  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  en- 
titled to  recover  anything  unless  he 
could  prove  an  express  promise;  that 
tlie  appointment  of  an  arbitrator  was 
not  of  such  a  nature  as  to  raise  a  de- 
mand for  payment.  Whatever  may 
be  the  law  in  England,  I  do  not  doubt 
but  in  this  state  an  arbitrator  selected 
by  the  parties  to  perform  such  ser- 
vices, and  having  performed  the  ser- 
vices, attended  by  the  parties,   may 
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or  arbitrator  has  a  lieu  on  his  report  or  award  for  his 
fees.'  Arbitrators  are  entitled  to  pay  for  all  the  days 
they  are  necessarily  employed  in  the  case,  including  the 
time  of  deliberation;*  and  for  attending  a  meeting  that  is 
rightly  arljourned  without  any  other  proceeding;  but  not 
for  a  meeting  where  they  adjourn  on  their  own  motion, 
when  both  parties  are  present,  without  proceeding  in  the 
cause,  and  without  consent  of  either  party.'  Whatever 
may  be  the  agreement  between  the  parties  to  an  arbitra- 
tion as  to  which  shall  pay  the  arbitrator's  fees,  if  tiie 
arbitrator  is  not  privy  thereto,  both  parties  are  liable  to 
him  for  the  full  amount  of  his  services.*  They  are  not 
entitled  to  pay  until  they  are  organized,  unless  they  arc 
prevented  from  organ iz'  jg  by  the  default  of  the  parties, 
or  one  of  them,  or  by  agreement  of  the  parties  attending.^ 
Where  a  statute  provides  for  a  referee's  fee  for  each  day 
occupied  in  a  hearing,  a  fee  is  not  chargeable  for  days  on 
which  there  was  an  adjournment  only.'  And  where  they 
hear  two  cases  together,  the  matters  of  which  are  identical, 
and  no  more  time  is  consumed  in  investigating  both  of 
them  together  than  would  have  been  necessary  to  devote 
to  each  separately,  they  are  entitled  to  fees  as  for  only  one 
case.'  An  arbitrator  who  has  rendered  some  services  con- 
templated by  the  submission  will  not  necessarily  be  de- 
feated of  all  right  to  compensation  by  reason  of  a  failure  to 
render  all  the  services  necessary  to  enable  him  to  make 


bitrator  is  several  and  not  joint,  and 
that  a  joint  action  by  the  arbitrators 
for  their  compensation  could  not  be 
sustained.  Tlie  defendant  cannot  ob- 
ject that  the  other  parties  to  the  sub- 
mission should  have  been  joined. 
This  could  only  be  availed  of  by  plea 
in  abatement. " 

'  Devlin  v.  Mayor,  54  How.  Pr.  68; 
Clement  v.  Cotnstock,  2  Mich.  859; 
Fischer  v.  Raab,  58  How.  Pr.  221. 
But  they  cannot  demand  more  than 
the  statutory  fees:  Greenwood  v.  Mar- 
vin, 29  Hun,  99;  Derlin  v.  Mayor  etc. 
of  New  York,  7  Daly,  466.  Tlie  lien 
of  arbitrators  upon  property  in  contro- 


versy which  is  awarded  to  one  of  the 
parties  for  the  portion  of  their  fees 
due  from  him  is  superior  to  a  mort- 
gage executed  by  such  person  alter 
the  date  of  the  award,  but  before  it  is 
entered  on  the  minutes  of  the  court: 
Miller  v.  BMsk,  47  Ga.  270. 

*  Hassinger  v.  Diver,  2  Miles,  411. 
'  Baker  v.  Hunter,  1  Miles,  357. 

*  Young  V.  Starkey,  1  Gal.  426. 
And  see  Malone  v.  Koby,  62  Wis. 
459. 

*  Baker  v.  Hunter,  1  Miles,  357. 
«  In  re  Clark.  .36  Hun,  301. 

'  Butcher  v.  Scott,  1  Pa.  L.  J.  311; 
Girard  v.  Hutchinson,  4  Serg.  &  R.  iil> 
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a  valid  award  binding  upon  the  parties,  but  he  will  be 
entitled,  notwithstanding,  to  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  the  services  actually  rendered,  in  good  faith,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  submission.*  But  an  arbitrator  through 
whose  misconduct  an  award  has  been  set  aside  cannot 
recover  for  his  services  as  such.* 

§  3330.  Arbitrators  need  not  be  Sworn  —  Required  by 
Statute.  —  At  common  law  an  arbitrator  need  not  be 
sworn.'  But  by  statutes  which,  in  several  of  the  states, 
provide  for  arbitration,  it  is  required  that  the  arbitrators 
be  sworn.  This  formality  in  New  Jersey,  Louisiana,  and 
some  other  states  is  imperative;*  while  in  New  York  and 
others  it  is  permissive  merely,  and  may  be  waived  by  the 
parties.* 

waukee  Supervisors  v.  Ehlers,  45  Wis. 
281;  Kelseyr.  Darrow,  22  Hun.  125; 
In  re  Vilniar,  10  Daly,  15.  In  Day  v. 
Hammond,  57  N.  Y.  479,  15  Am.  Kep. 
522,  the  court  said:  "The  first  sub- 
ject of  inquiry  is,  whether  Slater's 
failure  to  take  the  statutory  oath  in- 
validates the  award  so  coiii|)lettly  as 
to  make  it  a  nullity,  or  wliutiier  it  is 
an  irregularity  which  leaves  the  award 
in  force  until  set  aside  by  the  court,  or 
whetlier  it  is  of  no  legal  consequence. 
On  these  points  there  is  a  great  con- 
flict in  the  decisions  of  the  respective 
states.  In  New  Jersey,  where  an  oath 
of  office  is  required  by  law  of  arbitra- 
tors, an  award  made  without  taking 
the  oath  is  a  nullity:  Combs  r.  Little, 
4  N.J.  Eq.  310;  40  Am.  Dec.  207;  Inslee 
V.  Flagg,  26  N.  J.  L.  :}GS;  09  Am.  Dec. 
580.  The  same  rule  prevails  in  Ken- 
tucky: Lilo  V.  Barnett,  2  Bihb,  1(56. 
So  in  Louisiana:  Overton  v.  Alpha,  13 
La.  Ann.  558;  Bethea  v.  Hood,  9  La. 
Ann.  88;  and  in  Missouri:  Frissell  v. 
Fickes,  27  Mo.  557;  Toler  v.  Hayden, 
18  AIo.  399;  Fassett  v.  Smith,  4)  Mo. 
516.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  beea 
held  in  Vermont,  in  Wisconsin,  and 
in  Pennsylvania  that  the  oath  of  the 
arbitrator  may  be  waived,  and  that  its 
absence  is  not  a  vital  or  jurisdictional 
question:  Woodrow  v,  O'Connor,  28 
Vt  776;  Hill  v.  Taylor,  15  Wis.  190; 
Otis  V.  Northrop,  2  Miles,  350.    This 


'  Goodall  V.  Cooley,  29  N.  H.  48. 

'  Bever  v.  Brown,  56  Iowa,  565;  41 
Am.  Rep.  118. 

"  Bradstreet  v.  Erskine,  50  Me.  407; 
Daggy  V.  Connelly,  20  Ind.  474;  Dick- 
enson V.  Hays,  4  Blackf.  44.  An 
award  is  not  vitiated  by  the  fact  that 
the  arbitrator's  oath  was  not  signed 
by  them  till  after  the  hearing:  Ogden 
V.  Forney,  33  Iowa,  205. 

*  lusleo  V.  Flagg,  26  N.  J.  L.  368;  69 
Am.  Deo.  580;  Combs  v.  Little,  4  N.  J. 
Eq.  310;  40  Am.  Dec.  207;  Overton  v. 
Alpha,  13  La.  Ann.  558;  Jackson  v. 
Steele,  Sneed,  21;  Lile  v.  Barnett, 
2  Bibb,  166;  French  t).  Moseley,  1  Litt. 
248;  Walt  v.  Huse,  .38  Mo.  210;  Toler 
V.  Ilayden,  18  Mo.  399;  Fassett  v.  Fas- 
sett,  41  Mo.  516;  Hepburn  v.  Jones,  4 
Col.  98.  See  Ruckmau  v.  Ransom,  35 
N.  J.  L.  565. 

*  Browning  v.  Wheeler,  24  Wend. 
258;  35  Am.  Dec.  617;  Howard  v. 
Sexton,  1  Denio,  440;  4  N.  Y.  157; 
Sloan  V.  Smith,  3  Cal.  406;  Winship 
V.  Jewett,  1  Barb.  Ch.  173;  Tucker 
t).  Allen,  47  Mo.  488;  Sonneborn  v. 
Lavarello,  4  Thomp.  &  C.  536;  Day  v. 
Hammond,  67  N.  Y.  479;  15  Am.  Rep. 
522;  Newcomb  v.  Wood,  97  U.  S.  581; 
Nason  v.  Luddington,  56  How.  Pr. 
172;  8  Daly,  149;  Woodrow  v.  O'Con- 
nor, 28  Vt.  776;  Browning  v.  Marvin, 
5  Abb.  N.  C.  285;  Kankakee  etc.  R. 
R.  Co.  V.  Alfred,  3  HI.  App.  611;  Mil- 
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§  3331.  Parties  Entitled  to  Notice  of  Hearing.  —  Each 
party  is  entitled  to  be  present  at  the  hearing,'  and  tlicre- 
foro  is  entitled  to  a  reasonable  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  the  hearing;'  and  an  award  made  without  notice 


lesult  has  alao  been  reaclicd  in  the 
Now  York  cases;  Browning  r. Wheeler, 
24  Wend.  258;  35  Am.  Dec.  617; 
Win8'.ii»  V.  Jowett,  1  Barb.  Ch.  173; 
Howanl  v.  Sexton,  1  Denio,  440;  4  N.  Y. 
157.  The  defendant  insists  that  the 
question  did  not  coino  up  directly  in 
the  last  case.  The  principle,  however, 
was  involved.  Tiie  oath  cannot  be 
waived  if  it  is  jurisdictional.  In  Ins- 
lee  V.  Fl.'igK,  20  N.  J.  L.  3G8,  09  Am. 
Dec.  580,  the  case  of  Howard  v.  Sex- 
ton is  commented  upon,  and  the  de- 
cision is  made  to  rest  upon  the  ground 
that  the  New  York  courts  hold  that 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  gives  the 
arbitrator  jurisdiction,  and  that  the 
absence  of  the  oath  is  not  vital.  In 
following  Howard  v.  Sexton  this  court 
must  hold  that  the  failure  of  Slater  to 
take  an  oath  as  arbitrator  was,  at  the 
most,  an  irregularity,  and  could  be 
waived.     There  was,  however,  in  the 

t)re8ent  case  no  waiver.  The  irregu- 
arity  continued  down  to  the  issuing 
of  the  award.  The  true  view  is,  that 
the  court,  acting  as  a  court  of  equity, 
should,  where  there  is  no  waiver,  set 
aside  the  award  on  proper  application. 
The  statute  should  be  regarded  as 
having  some  practical  operation. 
While  it  is  reasonable  to  hold,  as  in 
Howard  v.  Sexton,  that  the  parties 
may,  by  mutual  consent,  waive  the 
statutory  provision,  yet,  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  wliere  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  of  waiver,  the  correct  con- 
struction of  the  statute  is,  that  a  party 
may  insist  upon  the  observance  of  its 
requirements;  and  the  court  may,  in 
the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  set 
aside  the  award  for  want  of  such  ob- 
servance. The  oath,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, tends  to  secure  freedom  from  bias 
and  partiality,  and  to  exclude  from 
the  arbitrament  of  cases  men  who  are 
for  those  reasons  unfit  to  act.  The 
parties  have  a  right  to  ask  the  arbi- 
trators to  purge  themselves  from  any 
imputations  of  this  kind.  They  should 
be  protected  by  the  courts  in  the  exer- 
oise  of  tbia  right."    After  an  award 


has  been  executed,  the  court  will  not 
set  it  aside  because  the  arbitratoni 
were  not  sworn:  Johnson  i'.  Ketclmm, 
4  N.  J.  Eq.  304.  Where  an  award  is 
recommitted  to  the  arbitrators  for  ri- 
consideration,  it  is  not  necessary  tlmt 
the  arbitrators  should  be  reswoiii; 
nor  need  the  award,  after  such  rucon- 
sideration,  show  upon  its  face  tliat 
the  arbitrators  were  sworn  in  tlie  first 
instance:  Tomlinson  v.  Hammond,  8 
Iowa,  40.  If  the  parties  to  an  arlntri- 
tion  consent  to  the  arbitrator's  dutii 
being  administered  by  another  ollicer 
than  those  prescribed  by  statute,  tiiuir 
consent  will  bo  v;did  as  a  waiver  df 
the  oath:  Hill  v.  Taylor,  15  Wis.  19l>. 
If  an  awai  !  state  that  the  arbitrators 
were  sworn  before  J.  S.,  it  will  ho 
presumed  that  J.  S.  had  power  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  to  them:  Shryock  r. 
Morton,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  501.  Where 
arbitrators  were  sworn  "faitlifuliy  uiil 
impartially  to  discbarge  their  duties  as 
arbitrators  in  a  matter  submitted  to 
them  by  A  and  B,  by  articles  of 
agreement,"  etc.,  this  was  held  to  lie  a 
substantial  compliance  with  the  stat- 
ute: Vaughn  ».  Graham,  11  Mo.  oTo. 

*  Hollingsworth  v.  Leiper,  1  l)all. 
161;  Hagner  v.  Musgrove,  1  Dall.  t>.'<; 
Chaplin  v.  Kirwan,  1  Dall.  187;  Iniics 
V.  Miller,  1  Dall.  188;  Tate  v.  Vaiuo, 
27  Gratt.  571:  Linde  v.  Republic  Fire 
Ins.  Co.,  50  N.  Y.  302. 

^  Young  V.  Reynolds,  4  Md.  375; 
McKinney  v.  Page,  32  Me.  51. S;  Brown 
V.  Leavitt,  20  Sle.  251;  Upsliaw  v. 
Hargrove,  6  Smedes  &  M.  2S0;  Weiibtr 
i\  Ives,  1  Tyler,  441;  Armstroiii,'  c. 
United  States,  1  Ct.  of  CI.  22;  Taylor 
V.  Vessel  Owners'  Towing  Co.,  -.')  111. 
App.  503;  Bullitt  V.  Musgrave,  3  (Jill, 
31 ;  Rigden  v.  Martin,  0  Har.  &  J.  401^; 
Bushey  v.  Culler,  26  Md.  534;  More- 
wood  V.  Jewett,  2  Robt.  490;  I'eters  v. 
Newkirk,  6  Cow.  103;  Lutz  v.  Lintlii- 
cum,  8  Pet.  178;  Conrad  v.  Massisoit 
Ins.  Co.,  4  Allen,  20;  Knowltou  v. 
Mickles,  29  Barb.  405;  Goodall  i>. 
Cooley,  29  N.  H.  48;  Selby  v.  Gibson, 
1  Har.  &  J.  362j  Emerson  v.  Udall,  8 
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to  the  party  is  not  binding  on  him.*  So  when  the  decis- 
ion is  postponed  to  enable  tlie  defendant  to  produce 
further  testimony,  and  the  arbitrators  afterwards  receive 
such  testimony,  and  decide  tlio  case,  without  notifying  the 
plaintiff  of  tlie  time  and  place  of  the  last  meeting,  the 
award  is  void.^  An  award  made  without  hearing  one  of 
the  parties  is  void  as  to  him,  unless  ho  has  agreed  that 

And  the  award  of  two  of  three 


there  shall  be  no  hearing.' 

Vt.  357;  Jordan  v.  Hyatt,  3  Barb.  2S4; 
Briggs  V.  Smith,  20  Barb.  413;  Day  v. 
Haimnoud,  57  N.  Y.  48C;  15  Am.  Uep. 
522;  Emory  v.  Owings,  7  Gill,  488;  48 
Aui.  Dec.  581;  Curtis  v.  Sacramento, 
()4  Cal.  102.     In  Klmendorf  v.  Harria, 
23  Wend.  028,  35  Am.  Dec.  587,  the 
court   said:    "What  is  a  reaBonablo 
notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  hear- 
ing, uptm  a  submission  to  arbitration, 
musb  of  course  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  arbitrator.     And  if  he  acts  in 
good  faith  in  reference  to  that  ques- 
tion, he  acts  within  the  authority  of 
the  submission;  and  his  award  will  bo 
valid  at  law,  althuugii  he  actually  mis- 
takes the  true  rule  as  to  what  was  a 
reasonable   notice.     But  I  apprehend 
tiiat,  as  a  fundamental  rule  of  con- 
struction in  referenco  to  every  trans- 
action  in    the   nature    of    a    judicial 
proceeding,  the  contract  of  submission 
necessarily  implies  that  the  arbitrator 
is  not  authorized  or  empowered  to  de- 
cide the  question  in  controversy  with- 
out giving  the  parties  an  opportunity 
to  be  h'jard  in  relation  thereto;  unless 
by  the  terms  of  the  submission  the 
right  of  the  party  to  be  heard  before 
the  arbitrator  is  waived.     If  I  am  cor- 
rect as  to  this  principle,  it  necessarily 
follows  that  where  tlie  arbitrator  pro- 
ceeds entirely  ex  parte,  without  giving 
the  party  against  whom  the  award  is 
made  any  notice  of  the  proceedings 
on  the  submission,  the  award  is  with- 
out authority,  and  void.    The  only  case 
I  have  been  able  to  find  in  our  own 
reports  upon  this  point  is  Peters  v. 
Newkirk,  6  Cow.  103,  referred  to  in  the 
opinion  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Savage 
in  the  present  case.  There  the  supreme 
court  of  this  state  distinctly  decided 
that  an  appraisement  which  was  to 
control  the  rights  of  parties  in  the 


nature  of  ao  award  was  a  nullity,  the 
nppraiseme  i,  iiaviiig  been  made  by 
the  arbilra'.or  to  whom  the  parties  had 
agreed  to  submit  the  question,  on  the 
cj:  jiar/e  application  of  one  party  only, 
and  without  any  notice  whatever  to 
the  other  party,  who  was  not  present. 
In  Lutz  r.  Linthicum,  8  Pet.  178,  Mr. 
Justice  Story,  in  reference  to  such  a 
proceeding,  says  that,  without  ques- 
tion, due  notice  should  bo  given  to  the 
parties  of  the  time  and  place  of  hear- 
ing; and  if  the  award  was  made  with- 
out such  notice,  it  ought,  upon  the 
plainest  principles  of  justice,  to  be  set 
aside.  Neither  is  it  of  any  importance, 
in  such  a  case,  that  the  arbitrator,  who 
has  condemned  one  of  the  parties  un- 
heard, did  not  intend  to  act  corruptly, 
but  merely  mistook  his  duty  in  that 
respect;  for  the  want  of  an  opportu- 
nity to  bo  heard  fioes  directly  to  the 
authority  of  the  arbitrator  to  make  an 
award." 

'  McFarland  v.  Mathis,  10  Ark,  5G0; 
Emery  r.  Owings,  7  Gill,  488;  48  Am. 
Dec.  580;  Cobb  r.  Wood,  32  Me.  455; 
Hook  V.  Philbriek,  23  N.  H.  288;  Jor- 
dan V.  Hyatt,  3  Barb.  275;  Selby  v. 
Gibson,  1  Har.  &  J.  362;  Willson  v. 
Boor,  40  Md.  483;  Downey  v.  Knovver, 
55  Iowa,  722;  Curtis  v.  Sacramento,  64 
Cal.  102;  Dreyfous  r.  Hart,  36  La. 
Ann.  929;  Wood  v.  Helme,  14  R.  L 
325;  Lincoln  v.  Taunton  Copper  Mfg. 
Co.,  8  Cush.  415;  Moran  v.  Bogert,  16 
Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  303;  Wheaton  v. 
Crane,  27  N.  J.  Eq.  368;  Republic 
Bank  v.  Darragh,  30  Hun,  29;  Goodall 
V.  Cooley,  29  N.  H.  48. 

»  Shinnie  v.  Coil,  1  McCord  Ch.  478; 
McCormick  v.  Blackford,  4  Gratt.  133; 
West  Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas,  21 
N.  J.  Eq.  205. 

»  Billings  V.  Billings,  110  Mass.  225. 
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arbitrators  is  void,  if  tlio  third  arbitrator  had  no  notice  to 
act  in  the  matter.*  But  notice  to  his  attorney  la  notice  to 
the  party.'  The  notice  must  be  given  before  the  hearing,' 
and  the  parties  must  have  sufficient  time  to  examine  doc- 
umentary evidence.*  One  wlio,  in  order  to  sustain  an 
award,  relies  upon  an  agreement  to  dispense  with  a  hear- 
ing before  the  arbitrators,  must  establish  such  agreement 
by  affirmative  evidence.*  If,  after  notice  given,  a  party 
does  not  attend,  the  arbitrators  may  proceed  ex  parte,'^ 
and  notice  may  be  waived  by  the  parties.'     The  appear- 


'  Bannister  v.  Read,  0  111.  92. 

*  Morie  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
119.  Coutra,  Rivers  t>.  Waliter,  1  Dall. 
81.  If  the  attorney  of  the  party  has 
agreed  to  the  time  and  place  or  the 
arbitrators'  meeting,  notice  to  the 
party,  personally,  becomes  unneces- 
sary: Shibe  V.  Rex,  1  Brown,  174. 

'  Conrad  v.  Masaanoit  Ins.  Co.,  4 
Allen,  20;  the  court  saying:  "A  notice 
after  the  arbitrators  had  examined  the 
property  and  made  up  their  minds  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  damages  sustained 
by  the  plaintiffs  was  too  late.  The 
object  of  the  notice  is  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  parties  to  present 
their  case  to  the  arbitrators  before  a 
conclusion  is  arrived  at.  It  is  an  idle 
ceremony  if  given  after  the  judgment 
of  the  arbitrators  is  formed."  Where, 
upon  the  application  of  one  party,  the 
time  for  rendition  of  an  award  is  en- 
larged, he  is  not  entitled,  in  tlie  absence 
of  stipulations,  to  notice  of  the  time 
when  it  is  rendered,  after  the  enlarged 
time  has  elapsed:  Scruggs  v.  Bibb,  33 
Ala.  481. 

♦  Passmore  v.  Pettit,  4  Dall.  271. 
See  VVinsor  v.  Griggs,  5  Cush.  210. 

"  West  Jersey  R,  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas, 
23  N.  J.  Eq.  4:n. 

"Bray  ?;.  English,  1  Conn.  498; 
Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251;  Scott 
V.  Van  Santlau,  6  Q.  B.  237;  Harcourt 
».  Ramsbottom,  1  Jacob  &  W.  512. 

'  Shockey  v.  Glasford,  6  Dana,  9; 
Harding  v.  Wallace,  8  B.  Mon.  536; 
Hill  V.  Hill,  11  Smedes  &  M.  616; 
Spencer  v.  Curtis,  57  Ind.  221;  Wiberly 
».  Matthews,  91  N.  Y.  648;  Duckworth 
«.  Diggles,  139  Mass.  51.  In  Graham 
V.  Graham,  9  Fa.  St.  254,  49  Am.  Dec. 


557,  the  court  say:  "The  evidence  waa, 
tiiat   formal   notice   of  the  time  and 
place  of  hearing  by  the  umpire  had 
not  been  given;  but  that  Richard,  being 
told  of  the  unipirage  by  one  of  tlio 
arbitrators,  declared  that,  acting  by 
the  advice  of  his  counsel,  he  would  not 
appear;  in  earnest  of  which  he  handed 
a  paper  to  the  arbitrator,  with  instruc- 
tion to  lay  it  before  the  umpire,  iii 
order  to  bring  into  his  view  certain 
accounts  which   he   feared  might  be 
overlooked.     Notice    may  be   waived 
in   advance  by  a  commvinication  ad- 
dressed to  the  person  wlio  would  l)c 
bound  to  give  it,  and  had  there  been 
merely  a  declaration  of  intention,  in 
this   instance,    without    tlie    nicssaiji: 
which   accompanied   it,    there   woiilil 
perliaps   have  been  no  waiver.     It  is 
true   that  arbitrators    are  not  J'uiiHi 
officio  by  the  appointment  of  an  um- 
pire;  for  they   may  still  go  on  and 
award;  and  where  they  do  not,  it  is 
their  business  to  give  information  aud 
assistance  to  tiie  umpire,  at  least  they 
may  do  so.     Hut  though  it  was  their 
province  to  give  notice  to  the  parties 
of    their  own   meetings   in   tlio    first 
instance,  and  of   the   appointment  of 
the  umpire  in  the  second,  it  became 
his  province,  having  the  duties  to  per- 
form which  had  before  rested  on  tlieiii, 
to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  liis 
sitting,  and  to  warn  the  person  con- 
cerned:  Kyd  on  Awards,  59.     But  as 
a  party  may  beforehand  signify  his 
determination  not  to  appear,  and  thus 
dispense  with  notice  of  the  time  and 
place,  he  may  do  it  in  person,  or  by 
an  agent  authorized  to  communicate 
it.     In  this  instance  there  was  more 
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ance  of  parties  at  the  time  and  i)laco  fixed  for  hearing 
waives  a  defect  in  giving  notice.'  Upon  submission  to 
arbitration  made  by  a  city,  the  fact  that  the  city  attorney 
appeared  on  the  hearing,  and  argued  and  submitted  tlie 
cause,  h  a  waiver  of  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  licar- 
ing."  After  an  award  is  made,  that  notice  was  given  to 
the  parties  will  bo  presumed.'  The  recital  in  an  award 
that  the  parties  had  been  hoard  is  conclusive,  in  a  court 
of  error,  that  the  parties  appeared,  and  thus  waived  the 
want  of  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting,  the  record 
on  error  showing  no  evidence  to  the  contrary.* 

§  3332.  Of  What  Proceedings  Notice  to  Parties  not 
Necessary.  —  No  notice  is  essential  of  the  meeting  of  the 
arbitrators  to  consider  and  make  up  the  award ;^  or  of  a 
meeting  called  simply  to  arrange  an  adjournment."  It  is 
not  always  necessary  that  notice  should  be  given  of  the 
time  and  place  of  making  an  award.''  lleforecs  authorized 
to  locate  a  line  may  make  measurements  without  the  par- 
ties' knowledge.'  A  referee's  report  will  not  be  set  aside 
because,  after  hearing,  he  took  a  second  view  of  the  prem- 
ises alone,  the  court  finding  that  the  fairness  of  the  trial 
was  not  affected  by  such  view.'  A  surety  upon  a  submis- 
sion is  not  entitled  to  notice;"  nor  a  surety  on  a  lease  the 
subject  of  the  dispute." 

§  3333.    Power  of  Arbitrators  to  Administer  Oath. — 

An  arbitrator  at  common  law  has  no  power  to  administer 


than  an  expression  of  intention;  it  was 
accompanied  by  a  paper  to  be  laid 
before  the  umpire  and  used  in  the 
party's  defense,  and  the  declaration  of 
his  intention  thus  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  a  communication,  as  it  would 
have  done  had  it  been  confided  to  a 
stranger.  Besides,  without  an  appear- 
ance, a  party  is  not  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  matter  of  defense,  or,  having 
given  it,  to  treat  the  proceeding  as  ex 
parte.  After  that  it  would  be  idle  to 
trouble  him  with  notice." 

1  Pike  V.  Stallings,  71  Ga.  8fiO. 

*  Kane  v.  Fond  du  Lac,  40  Wis.  495. 


"  Lutz  V.  Linthicum,  8  Pet.  J  78; 
Rigdeu  V.  Martin,  6  Har.  &  J.  403; 
Mayor  of  New  York  v.  Butler,  1  Barb. 
325;  Bullitt  v.  Musgrave,  3  (iill,  31. 

*  Vankirk  v.  McKee,  9  Pa.  St.  100. 

»  Koloson  r.  Carson,  8  Md.  208;  Zell 
V.  Johnston,  76  N.  C.  302.  And  see 
Herrick  v.  Blair,  1  Johns.  Ch.  101. 

'  In  re  Morphett,  2  Dowl.  &  L. 
967. 

'  Miller  ».  Kennedy,  3  Rand.  2. 

«  Straw  V.  Truesdale,  59  N.  H.  109. 

»  Adams  v.  Buahey,  60  N.  H.  290. 

"  Farmer  v.  Stewart,  2  N.  H.  97. 

»'  Biusse  V.  Wood,  47  Barb.  624. 
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an  oath  to  a  witness.*  By  statute  in  many  of  the  states  he 
is  given  such  power,  and  a  referee  may  be  given  it  by  the 
order  of  court  appointing  him.  But  the  award  will  not 
be  vitiated  by  their  swearing  the  witnesses  without  au- 
thority.'' Even  where  power  to  administer  the  oath  is 
given  by  statute,  an  examination  without  the  formality 
will  be  sustained,*  the  parties  assenting  to  it  without  ob- 
jection.* 

§  3334.     To  Compel  Attendance  or  Production. — In  the 

absence  of  a  statute  an  arbitrator  has  no  power  to  compel 
the  attendance  of  witnesses,  or  the  production  of  docu- 
ments.®  But  by  statute  in  some  states  arbitrators  may 
summon  witnesses,  compel  their  attendance,  and  punish 
for  contempt  by  fine  or  imprisonment  to  the  extent  of 
justices  of  the  peace,  administer  proper  oaths  to  parties 
and  witnesses,  and  preserve  order,  etc.® 

§  3335.  Arbitrators  Judges  of  Law  and  Fact. — They 
are  the  judges  both  of  the  law  and  the  facts;^  they  are 
not  obliged  to  follow  the  strict  rules  of  law,  but  they  may 
decide  according  to  what  they  believe  to  be  right  and  just." 


*  Tohey  v.  County  of  Bristol,  3 
Story,  86i>;  Large  v.  Pass  more,  5  Serg. 
&  R.  51,  People  v.  Towusend,  5  How. 
Pr.  315. 

*  Largf;  <>.  Passmore,  5  Serg.  &  R.  51. 
'  MayiKird    v.    Frederick,    7    Cush. 

247;  Ber^h  v.  Pfciffer,  Hill  &  D.  110. 
But  see  Wolfe  v.  Hyatt,  7t>  Mo.  156. 

♦Ridout  V.  Pye,  1  Bos.  &  P.  91; 
Allen  V.  Francis,  9  Jur.  691. 

*  Tobey  v.  County  of  Bristol,  3 
Story,  800. 

"Tliomasson  v.  Risk.  11  Bush,  619. 

"  Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush. 
246;  Vi^liite  Mountains  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Beane,  39  N.  H.  10' ;  Kleine  v.  Catara, 
2  Gall.  61;  Mjers  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2 
Curt.  28;  Brown  v.  Clay,  31  Me. 
518;  Johnson  v.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  286; 
38  Am.  Dec.  485;  Walker  v.  Sanborn, 
8  Greenl.  288;  VVhitmore  v.  Le  Ballia- 
tier,  35  Me.  488;  Sweetsir  v.  Kenney, 
32  Me.  464;  Tyler  v.  Dyer,  13  Me.  41; 
Haaeltiue  v.  Smith,  3  Vt.  535;  Hall  v. 


Decker,  51  Me.  31;  Rundell  v.  La 
Fleur,  6  Allen,  480;  Bigelow  n.  Newell, 
10  Pick.  348;  Chapline  v.  Overseers,  7 
Leigh,  231;  30  Am.  Dec.  504;  Curd  r. 
Wallace,  7  Dana,  190;  32  Am.  Dec. 
85;  Colcord  v.  Fletcher,  50  Me.  398; 
Austin  V.  Kimball,  12  Cush.  48.5; 
Memphis  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Scruggs, 
50  Miss.  284;  Forbes  v.  Turner,  54 
Ga.  252;  Fudichar  v.  Guardian  Mut. 
Ins.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  392. 

"  See  cases  in  last  note;  and  Jolinsou 
V.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  286;  38  Am.  Dec. 
485;  Kleine  v.  Catara,  2  Gall.  01; 
Sweetsir  v.  Kenney,  32  Me.  4(J4' 
Porter  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Me.  539;  West 
Jersey  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Thomas,  21  N.  J. 
Eq.  205;  Ruckman  v.  Ransom,  23  N.  J. 
Eq.  118;  Leach  v.  Harris,  69  N.  C. 
532.  Arbitrators  need  not  decide  ac- 
cording to  law.  They  are  a  law  unto 
themselves:  Robbins  v.  Killebrew,  95 
N.  C.  19.  Where  a  submission  confers 
power  "to  make  a  just  and  equitable 
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In  the  absence  of  any  showing  of  partiality,  an  award  on 
a  common-law  arbitration  will  be  sustained,  even  if  the 
relief  granted  is  outside  of  the  legal  rights  of  the  parties.* 
Arbitrators  may  disregard  the  defense  of  usury,  and  decide 
according  to  the  justice  of  the  case,  without  affecting  the 
validity  of  their  award,  unless  it  be  expressly  stipulated 
in  the  rule  of  reference  that  the  parties  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  legal  defenses.^  Arbitrators  appointed  under  a  rule 
of  court  have  authority,  if  they  think  proper,  to  refer 
questions  of  law  decided  by  them  to  the  revision  and 
adjudication  of  the  court.^  In  Missouri  a  referee's  con- 
clusions of  law  are  not  binding  upon  the  court,  which 
may  accepc  the  facts  found  by  him,  and  render  such  judg- 
ment thereupon  as  is  applicable.* 

§  3336.  Powers  of  Arbitrators  —  Admission  of  Evi- 
dence.—  Arbitrators  are  not  bound  by  the  strict  rules  of 
law  a5  to  the  admissibility  of  evidence.'     They  are  the 

settlement,"  the  arbitrators  may  look 
beyond  the  strict  technical  and  legal 
right.i  and  obligations  of  the  parties: 
Cobbr.  Dolphin  Mfg.  Co.,  108  N.  Y. 
4G3.  "If,  knowing  what  the  law  is, 
the  referees  choose  to  disregard  it,  and 
decide  according  to  what  they  think 
to  be  the  equity  and  good  conscience 
of  the  case,  the  report  is  not  for  this 
cause  to  be  rejected":  Greenough  v. 
Rolfe,  4  N.  H.  357.  "The  referees, 
being  judges  of  the  party's  choice,  .'''- 
not  obliged  to  decide  upon  the  strict 
princii^lea  of  law,  but  may  disregard 
them  altogether,  and  adopt  certain 
principles  of  equity  and  ju.stice  to 
govern  their  decision ":  Hazeltine  v. 
Smith,  3  Vt.  535.  "Where  a  matter 
is  referred  to  arbitrators  by  the  mere 
act  of  the  parties,  it  is  no  ground  of 
objection  to  their  award,  in  an  action 
to  enforce  it,  that  it  is  against  law" : 
Mitchells.  Bush,  7  Cow.  185.  "Arbi- 
trators are  to  decide  according  to  their 
own  opinions  of  equity  and  conscience, 
without  being  tied  down  to  the  observ- 
ance of  precedents  either  of  law  or 
equity,  or  of  any  other  positive  rules": 
Jocelyn  v.  Donuel,  Feck,  274;  14  Am. 
Dec.  753. 


'  McKinnia  v.  Freeman,  38  Iowa, 
364. 

'■'  Edriugton  v.  League,  1  Tex.  64. 

»  Knight  V.  Wilder,  2  Cush.  199;  48 
Am.  Dec.  660. 

*  Moniteau  Bank  v.  Miller,  73  Mo. 
187. 

''  Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush.  246; 
Fuller  V.  Wheelock,  10  Pick.  J. 35; 
Hooper  v.  Taylor,  39  Me.  224;  Inday 
V.  WikoflF,  4  N.  J.  L.  132;  Fennimore 
V.  Childs,  6  N.  J.  L.  386;  Eyre  v. 
Fennimore,  3  N.  J.  L.  932;  Ailams  v. 
Mac'farlane,  65  Me.  143.  In  Johnsou 
V.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  286,  38  Am.  Dec. 
485,  the  court,  after  a  lengthy  review 
of  the  authorities,  say:  "The  plain 
doctrine,  deducible  from  the  cases  cited, 
is,  that  a  submission  of  the  law  of  a 
case  to  referees  is  to  be  considered  as 
embracing  in  it  a  submission  of  tha 
rules  of  evidence;  and  that  the  decis- 
ion of  the  referees  is  as  conclusive  in 
relation  thereto  as  in  relation  to  any 
other  matter  of  law  or  fact  submitted. 
And  it  is  a  reasonable  doctrine.  No 
reason  occurs  to  us  why  the  rules  of 
evidence  should  not  be  regarded  aa 
being  within  the  purview  of  the  sub- 
mission; but  strong  reason  is  seen  which 
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judges  both  of  the  admissibility  and  the  weight  of  evi- 


wonld  induce  the  court  to  construe 
the  submission,  and  the  power  con- 
ferred by  it,  as  einbraci'ig  those  rules, 
when  it  ia  not  otherwise  expressly 
stipulated.  The  question  of  the  ad- 
missibility of  a  witness,  or  of  the  com- 
petency or  relevancy  of  testimony,  ia 
purely  a  question  of  law,  and  the  law 
governing  the  admissibility  and  com- 
petency of  evidence  is  necessarily  a 
portion  of  the  law  of  the  case,  and 
when  the  law  of  the  case  is  submitted, 
it  must  necessarily  be  considered  aa 
being  submitted  as  a  branch  of  the 
law.  It  would  result  from  this  view 
that  an  error  in  tlie  application  of  those 
rules  would  not  alone  constitute  a 
valid  reason  for  setting  aside  an  award. 
And  a  different  doctrine  on  this  subject 
would  in  its  operation  be  wholly  in- 
tolerable. If  every  award  of  refureea 
were  to  be  overhauled  and  rejudged 
because  they  may  have  listened  to  an 
interested  witness,  or  because  evidence 
for  some  one  or  more  of  the  great 
variety  of  existing  causes,  deemed  in- 
competent or  inadmissible  in  the  ordi- 
nary legal  tribunals,  should  be  laid 
before  them,  surely  speedy  justice 
would  be  a  thing  wholly  unknown  aa 
the  result  of  the  action  of  these  do- 
mestic tribunals;  and  the  law's  delay 
would  become  more  than  ever  a  sub- 
ject of  complaint.  Ordinarily,  persona 
chosen  to  discharge  the  duties  of  ref- 
erees are  not  selected  with  reference 
to  the  extent  of  their  legal  learning, 
but  with  reference  to  their  sound  and 
discriminating  judgment  in  regard  to 
right  and  justice,  and  their  general 
probity  of  character.  Errors  in  such 
tribunals,  in  the  application  of  the 
strict  legal  rules  of  evidence,  if  such 
strictness  were  required,  must  neces- 
sarily be  frequent  and  inevitable. 
And  accuracy  in  that  regard  would  be 
so  little  to  be  expected  that  it  is  un- 
reasonable to  suppose  that  it  ia  either 
expected  or  designed  by  parties  who 
submit  to  place  any  such  limit  upon 
their  action  without  an  express  pro- 
yisioa  to  that  effect;  and  it  results,  as 
a  fair  presumption,  that  no  such  re- 
striction is  intended  when  none  ia  ex- 
pressed. Upon  the  authorities,  then, 
we  think  the  doctrine  is  clear  that, 
nnder  a  general  and  unlimited  sub- 


mission, the  fair  and  impartial  judg- 
ment of  the  referees  is  c<mclusive,  both 
upon  the  law  and  the  facts  of  the  mat- 
ters submitted  and  decided,  in  case 
the  referees  themselves  have  placed  no 
limit  upon  the  exercise  of  the  power 
conferred  by  the  submission.  And 
in  such  case  the  rules  as  well  as  the 
weight  of  evidence  are  matters  wholly 
within  their  power.  And  it  is  wholly 
immaterial  whether  the  judgment  of 
the  referees  be  based  on  legal  or  equi- 
table principles.  The  legal  and  equi- 
table considerations  of  the  case  are 
equally  within  the  scope  of  their  au- 
thority; and  in  neither  case,  when  the 
judgment  of  the  referees  is  fairly 
exercised,  is  it  the  duty  or  within  the 
province  of  the  court  to  interfere  ami 
set  ac ide  the  report.  In  the  case  under 
consideration,  the  submission  was  gen- 
eral and  unrestricted  as  to  the  power 
conferred  and  the  mode  of  the  exercisG 
of  that  power.  The  report  is  silent  as 
to  the  principles  and  grounds  of  the 
decision;  and  no  aid  of  the  court  is 
asked  by  the  report,  either  in  the  de- 
termination of  the  law  or  facts  of  the 
case,  either  in  express  terms  or  by 
implication.  The  referees  have  exer- 
cised the  power  conferred  upon  them, 
aa  rightfully  they  might,  in  the  deter- 
mination of  both  the  law  and  the  facta 
of  the  case,  without  such  aid,  and  it 
falls  not  within  the  proper  exercise  of 
the  authority  of  the  court  to  set  aside 
or  in  any  other  way  disturb  the  report 
made  under  such  circumstances. 
What  might  have  been  the  opinion  of 
this  court  as  to  the  admissibility  of 
the  evidence  of  the  promise  of  mar- 
riage, for  any  purpose  connected  with 
the  action,  upon  a  trial  at  law,  uiioa 
the  authority  of  Gillet  v.  Mead,  7 
Wend.  193,  22  Am.  Dec.  578,  or  what 
might  have  been  the  opinion  of  this 
court  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts 
detailed  in  the  deposition  of  Lucy  M. 
Johnson,  as  evidence  of  the  existuuee 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant 
ut  the  time  of  the  alleged  trespass,  upon 
the  authority  of  Miller  v.  Thompson, 
1  Wend.  447,  Nickleson  r.  Stryker,  10 
Johns.  115,  6  Am.  Dec.  318,  and  Mar- 
tin V.  Payne,  9  Johna.  387,  6  Am.  Dec. 
288,  —are  questions  wholly  immaterial 
to  the  decision  of  thia  cause.    It  ia 
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dence.'     That  they  have  received  evidence  which  is  not 


sufficient  that  the  parties  clothed  the 
referees  with  authority  to  ileeiile  those 
questions  according  to  their  own  views, 
and  that  they  have  exercised  that 
power.  A  coincidence  or  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  two  tribunals  upon 
those  questions  cannot  affect  the  re- 
sult." 

'  Campbell  r.  Western,  3  Paige,  124; 
Hooper  v.  Taylor,  39  Me.  2'24;  Pike  v. 
Gage,  30  N.  H.  4G1 ;  Shaifer  v.  Raker, 
38  Ga.  135.  In  Boston  Water  Power 
Co.  V.  Gray,  6  Met.  165,  Shaw,  C.  J., 
said:  "In  general,  arbitrators  have 
full  power  to  decide  upon  questions  of 
law  and  fact  whicli  directly  or  inci- 
dentally arise  in  considering  and  de- 
ciding the  questions  embraced  in  the 
submission.  As  incident  to  the  de- 
cision of  the  questions  of  fact,  they 
have  power  to  decide  all  questions  as 
to  the  admission  and  rejection  of  evi- 
dence, as  well  as  the  credit  due  to 
evidence  and  the  inferences  of  fact  to 
be  drawn  from  it.  So  when  not 
limited  by  the  terms  of  the  submission, 
they  have  authority  to  decide  ques- 
tions of  law  necessary  to  the  decision 
of  the  matters  submitted;  because  they 
are  judges  of  the  parties'  own  choos- 
ing. Their  decision  upon  matters  of 
fact  and  law,  thus  acting  within  the 
scope  of  their  authority,  is  conclusive, 
upon  the  same  principle  that  a  final 
judgment  of  a  court  of  last  resort  ia 
conclusive;  which  is,  that  the  party 
against  whom  it  is  rendered  can  no 
longer  be  heard  to  question  it.  It  is 
within  the  principle  of  res  judicata;  it 
is  the  final  judgment  for  that  case,  and 
between  those  parties.  It  is  amongst 
the  rudiments  of  the  law  that  a  party 
cannot,  when  a  judgment  is  relied  on 
to  support  or  to  bar  an  action,  avoid 
the  effect  of  it  by  proving,  even  if  he 
could  prove  to  perfect  demonstration, 
that  there  was  a  mistake  of  the  facts 
or  of  the  law.  But  this  general  rule 
is  to  be  taken  with  some  exceptions 
and  limitations,  arising  either  from  the 
submission,  or  from  the  award  itself, 
or  from  matters  distinct  from  either. 
If  the  submission  be  of  a  certain  con- 
troversy, expressing  that  it  is  to  be 
decided  conformably  to  the  principles 
of  law,  then  both  parties  proceed  upon 
the  assumption  that  their  case  is  to 


be  decided  by  the  true  rules  of  law, 
which  are  presumed  to  be  known  to 
the  arbitrators,  who  are  then  only  to 
inquire  into  the  facts,  and  apply  the 
rules  of  law  to  them  and  decide  ac- 
conlingly.     Then  if  it  appears,  by  the 
award,  to  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, that  the  arbitrators  have  de- 
cided contrary  to  law,  —  of  whicli  the 
judgment  of  such  a  court,  when  the 
parties  have  not  submitted  to  another 
tribunal,  is  the  standard,  —  the  neces- 
sary conclusion  is,  that  the  arbitrators 
have    mistaken  the   law,   wliich    tliey 
were  presumed  to  understand;  tlie  de- 
cision is  not  within  the  scope  of  their 
authority,  as  determined  by  the  sub- 
mission, and  is  for  that  reason  void. 
But  when  the  parties  have  expressly, 
or  by  reasonable  implication,  sulnnitted 
the  questions  of   law,  as  well  as    the 
questions  of   fact,  arising  out  of   the 
matter  of  controversy,  the  decision  of 
the   arbitrators   on    both    sul)jects    is 
final.     It  is  upon  the  principle  of  res 
jitdicata,  on  the  ground  that  the  mat- 
ter has  been  adjudged  by  a  tribunal 
which  the  parties  iiave  agreed  to  make 
final,  and  a  tribunal  of  last  resort  for 
that    contro>fersy;    and    therefore    it 
would  be  as  contrary  to  principle  for 
a  court  of  law  or  equity  to  rejudge  the 
same  question  as  for  an  inferior  court 
to  rejudge  the  decision  of  a  superior, 
or  for  one  court  to  overrule  the  judg- 
ment of   another,  where  the  law  has 
not  given  an  appellate  jurisdiction,  or 
a  revising  power  acting  directly  upon 
the  judgment  alleged  to  be  erroneous. 
It  has  sometimes  been  made  a  question 
whether  the  court  will  not  set  aside  an 
award  on   the   ground  of    mistake  of 
the  law  when  the  arbitrator  is  not  a 
professional  man,  and  decline  inquiry 
into  such  mistake  when  he  was  under- 
stood from  his  profession  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  law.    Some  of  the 
earlier  cases  may  have  countenanced 
this  distinction,  but  the  probability  is, 
that  this  distinction  was  taken  rather 
by  way  of  instance  to  illustrate  the 
position  that  when  the  parties  intended 
to  submit  the  questions  of  law  as  well 
as  of  fact  the  award  should  be  final; 
but  otherwise  not,  which  we  take  to 
be  the  true  principle.     But  we  think 
the  more  modern  caaeb  adopt  the  priu- 
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competent  by  rules  of  law  will  not  suffice  to  avoid  their 
report,  unless  their  course  evinces  partiality  or  corrup- 
tion.' And  books  and  papers  may  be  examined  by  thein 
without  regard  to  their  not  being  strictly  legal  evidence.^ 
As  to  rejecting  proffered  evidence,  while  an  arbitrator 
has  undoubtedly  some  discretion  in  determining  how 
much  evidence  to  establish  a  given  point  he  will  hear,  yet 
it  will  be  safer  for  him  to  hear  all  evidence  offered  material 
to  the  case,^  But  the  arbitrator  must  not  reject  evidence 
which  he  thinks  not  admissible  under  the  submission, 
but  which  is  legally  so,  as  this  is  a  mistake  concerning 
the  scope  of  the  submission  which  the  court  will  feel 
bound  to  rectify,*  and  he  must  not  receive  evidence  going 


ciple  that  inasmuch  as  a  judicial  de- 
cision upon  a  question  of  right,  by 
whatever  forum  it  is  made,  must  almost 
necessarily  involve  an  application  of 
certain  rules  of  law  to  a  particular 
statement  of  facts,  and  as  the  great 
purpose  of  a  submission  to  arbitration 
usually  is  to  obtain  a  speedy  determina- 
tion of  the  controversy,  a  submission 
to  arbitration  embraces  the  power  to 
decide  questions  of  law,  unless  that 
presumption  is  rebutted  by  some  ex- 
ception or  limitation  in  the  submission. 
We  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any- 
thing contrary  to  the  policy  of  the 
law  in  permitting  parties  thus  to  sub- 
stitute a  domestic  forum  for  the  courts 
of  law  for  any  good  reason  satisfactory 
to  themselves,  and  having  done  so, 
there  is  no  hardship  in  holding  them 
bound  by  the  result.  Volenti  non  fit 
injuria." 

'  Harding  v.  Wallace,  8  B.  Mon. 
536;  Vaughn  v.  Graham,  11  Mo.  575; 
Pike  V.  Gage,  29  N.  H.  401;  Johnson 
V.  Noble.  13  N.  H.  28G;  38  Am.  Dec. 
485;  Campbell  v.  Western,  3  Paige, 
124;  Sharp  v.  Dusenbury,  2  Johns. 
Cas.  117;  Viele  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  21  Barb. 
381. 

*  HoUingsworth  v.  Leiper,  1  Dall. 
161.  But  see  Cameron  v.  Castleberry, 
29  Ga.  495;  Emery  v.  Owings,  7  Gill, 
488;  48  Am.  Dec.  580;  Cleland  v. 
Hedly,  5  R.  I.  163;  Jenkins  v.  Listen, 
13  Gratt.  535. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 


142;  Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  178;  Van  Cortland  v.  Under- 
bill, 17  Johns.  405. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
138;  Samuel  V.  Cooper,  2  Ad.  &  E.  752. 
In  the  leading  case  of  Boston  Water 
Power  Co.  v.  Gray,  6  Met.  168,  Shaw, 
C.  J.,  reviews  the  cases  in  which  the 
mistake  of  the  arbitrators  in  the  ad- 
mission of  testimony  will  be  reversed 
by  the  courts.  He  says:  "But  where 
the  whole  matter  of  law  and  fact  is 
submitted,  it  may  be  open  for  the 
court  to  inquire  into  a  mistake  of 
law  arising  from  matter  appai'ent 
on  the  award  itself;  as  where  the 
arbitrator  has,  in  his  award,  raised 
the  question  of  law,  and  made  his 
award  in  the  alternative,  without  ex- 
pressing his  own  opinion;  or,  what  is 
perhaps  more  common,  where  the  ar- 
bitrator expresses  his  opinion,  aiul, 
conformably  to  that  opinion,  finds  iu 
favor  of  one  of  the  parties;  but  if  the 
law  is  otherwise  in  the  case  stated, 
then  his  award  is  to  be  for  the  otlier 
party.  In  such  case,  there  is  no 
doubt  the  court  will  consider  the 
award  conclusive  as  to  the  fact,  and 
decide  the  question  of  law  thus  pre- 
sented. Another  case,  somewhat  anal- 
ogous, ia  where  it  is  manifest  upon 
the  award  itself  that  the  arbitrator 
intended  to  decide  according  to  law, 
but  has  mistaken  the  law.  Then  it  is 
set  aside,  because  it  is  manifest  tliat 
the  result  does  not  conform  to  the  real 
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to  establish  an  illegal  or  unenforceable  claim.*     A  referee 
appointed  simply  to  take  testimony  in  a  case,  and  to  re- 


judgment  of  the  arbitrator.  For  then, 
whatever  his  authority  was  to  decide 
the  questions  of  law,  if  cuntrovcrted, 
according  to  his  own  judgment,  the  case 
supposes  that  lie  intended  to  decide  as 
a  court  of  law  would  decide;  and 
therefore,  if  such  decision  would  be 
otherwise,  it  follows  that  he  intended 
to  decide  the  other  way.  Another 
ground  for  setting  aside  the  award  is 
a  mistake  of  fact  apparent  upon  the 
award  itself;  and  this  is  held  to  in- 
validate the  award  upon  the  principle, 
stated  in  the  preceding  proposition, 
that  the  award  does  not  conform  to 
the  judgment  of  the  arbitrators,  and 
the  mistake,  apparent  in  some  mate- 
rial an<l  important  particular,  shows 
that  the  result  is  not  the  true  judg- 
ment of  the  arbitrators.  The  mistake, 
therefore,  must  be  of  such  a  nature, 
so  all'ceting  the  principles  upon  which 
tlie  award  is  based,  that  if  it  had  bet..» 
seasonably  known  and  tlisclosed  to  the 
arbitrators,  if  the  truth  had  boon 
known  and  understood  by  them,  they 
would  probably  have  come  to  a  ditl'er- 
ent  result.  A  familiar  instance  of 
this  class  of  mistakes  is  an  obvious 
error  in  computation,  by  which  the 
apparent  result,  in  sums  or  times,  or 
other  things  of  like  kind,  is  manifestly 
erroneous.  In  such  case  it  is  clear 
that  the  result  stated  is  not  that  in- 
tended; it  does  not  express  the  real 
judgment  of  the  arbitrators.  The 
class  of  cases  in  which  the  court  will 
set  aside  an  award,  upon  matter  not 
arising  out  of  the  submission  or  award, 
is  where  there  is sonie  corruption,  par- 
tiality, or  misconduct  on  the  part  of 
the  arbitrators,  or  some  fraud  or  im- 
position on  the  part  of  the  party  at- 
tempting to  set  up  the  award,  by 
means  of  which  the  arbitrators  were 
deceived  or  misled.  In  neither  of 
these  cases  is  the  result  the  deliberate 
and  fair  judgment  of  the  judges  chosen 
by  the  parties;  the  former  is  the  re- 
sult of  prejudice,  uninHuenced  by  law 
and  fact;  the  latter  may  be  a  true 
judgnient,  but  upon  a  case  falsely  im- 
posed on  them  by  the  fraud  of  a  party. 
Under  this  class  of  cases,  where  the 


award  may  bo  set  aside  upon  matter 
not  arising  out  of  the  submission  or 
award,  another  was  stated  at  the 
trial;  that  is,  where  the  arbitrators 
make  a  mistake  in  matter  of  fact,  by 
whicli  they  are  led  to  a  false  result. 
This  woubl  not  extend  to  a  case  where 
the  arbitrators  come  to  a  conclusion 
of  fact  erroneously,  upon  evidence 
submitted  to  and  considered  by  them, 
although  the  party  impeaching  the 
award  should  propose  to  demonstrate 
tliat  the  inference  was  wrong.  This 
W(ndd  be  the  result  of  reasoning  and 
judgment  upon  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces known  and  understood;  there- 
fore, a  result  which,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples stated,  must  be  deemed  con- 
clusive. But  the  mistake  must  be  of 
some  fact,  inadvertently  assumed  and 
believed,  whieii  can  now  be  shown  not 
to  have  been  as  so  assumed;  and  tlie 
principal  illustration  was  that  of  us- 
ing a  false  weight  or  measure,  believ- 
ing it  to  be  correct.  Suppose,  as  a 
furtlier  illustration,  that  a  compass 
had  been  used  to  ascertain  the  bear- 
ings of  points,  and  it  shoulil  be  after- 
wards found  that  by  aceitlent,  or  the 
fraud  of  a  party,  a  magnet  had  been 
so  placed  as  to  disturb  the  action  of 
the  needle,  and  this  wiudly  unknown 
to  tlie  ari)itrators,  it  is  not  a  fact,  or 
the  inference  of  a  fact,  ujion  which 
any  judgment  or  skill  had  been  exer- 
cised, but  a  pure  mistake  i)y  which 
their  judgment,  as  well  as  the  needle, 
had  been  swerved  from  the  true  di- 
rection, which  it  would  have  taken 
had  it  followed  the  true  law  under- 
stood to  govern  it.  One  test  of  such 
a  mistake  is,  that  it  is  of  such  a  kind, 
and  so  obvious,  that  when  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  arbitrators  it  would 
induce  them  to  alter  the  result  to 
wiiich  they  had  come  in  the  particular 
spiicified.  It  is  not  to  bo  understood 
tuat  such  mistake  can  be  proved  only 
by  the  testimony  or  by  the  admission 
of  the  arbitrators.  They  may,  from 
various  causes,  be  unable  to  testify, 
or  may  not  be  able  to  recollect  the 
facts  and  circumstances  sutficiently. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  as  matter  of  law, 


'  De  la  Riva  v,  Berreyesa,  2  Cal.  195. 
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port  to  the  court,  cannot  decide  upon  the  admissibility 
of  the  evidence.'  An  award  was  held  valid  although  no 
evidence  as  to  the  value  of  certain  jute  was  submitted, 
the  arbitrators  being  experts,  and  having  determined  the 
value  from  personal  examination.'' 

§  3337.  Powers  of  Arbitrator  —  Conduct  of  Hearing, 
—  The  mode  in  which  the  reference  is  to  be  conducted  is 
in  the  discretion  of  the  arbitrator.*  Thus  he  has  the  right 
to  appoint  the  time  and  place  of  meeting.''  He  has  a  right, 
in  his  discretion,  to  limit  the  number  of  witnesses;*  or  to 
reopen  a  case  to  hear  new  evidence.*  If  it  appear  that 
the  award  is  in  strict  conformity  to  the  articles  of  submis- 
sion, it  is  of  no  importance  that  the  arbitrators  were  in- 
formed  only  verbally  of  the  contents  of  the  agreement  of 
submission,  or  that  the  paper  was  not  actually  before  them 
in  their  proceedings.'^  But  both  parties  must  have  an 
opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  that  in  the  presence  of 
each  other;  witnesses  must  give  their  evidence  in  tlie 
presence  of  the  parties;  and  the  parties  must  have  a  rea- 
sonable time  to  bring  forward  their  witnesses.*  A  referee 
acts  as  a  court;  and  in  order  to  a  review  of  his  rulings, 


confined  to  a  case  of  mistake  admitted 
or  proved  by  the  arbitrators;  but  it 
must  be  of  a  fact  upon  which  the 
judgment  of  the  arbitrators  has  not 
passed  as  a  part  of  their  judicial  in- 
vestigation, aud  one  of  such  a  na- 
ture, and  so  proved,  as  to  lead  to  a 
reasonable  belief  that  they  were  mis- 
led and  deceived  by  it,  and  that  if 
they  had  known  the  truth,  they 
would  have  come  to  a  different  re- 
sult." 

^  Brotherton  v.  Brotherton,  14  Neb. 
186. 

»  Cobb  V.  Dolphin  Mfg.  Co.,  108  N. 
Y.  463. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
115,  citing  Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  164.  A  bill  to  set  aside 
an  award,  on  the  ground  that  the  arbi- 
trators had  refused  to  take  down  the 
heads  of  the  testimony  in  writing,  was 


dismissed  in  Ewing  v.  Beauchamp,  2 
Bibb,  456. 

*  Bray  r.  English,  1  Conn.  498;  Blod- 
gett  V.  Prince,  109  Mass.  44. 

*  Sizer  v.  Bent,  4  Denio,  426. 

"  Williams  v.  Hayes,  20  N.  Y.  68; 
Delafield  v.  De  Grauw,  9  Bosw.  1; 
Spear  v.  Myers,  6  Barb.  445;  Pearson 
V.  Fiske,  2  Hilt.  146;  Cooper  v.  Steven- 
son, 5  Minn.  201;  Derguid  v.  Ogilvie, 
3  E.  D.  Smith,  527;  Sweeney  v.  Vau- 
dry,  2  Mo.  App.  352. 

'  Boor  v.  Wilson,  48  Md.  305. 

'  HoUingsworth  v.  Leiper,  1  Dall. 
161;  Peters  v.  Newkirk,  6  Cow.  103. 
The  referees,  in  the  absence  of  one  of 
the  parties,  after  the  hearing  was 
closed,  compared  the  account  sub- 
mitted with  the  book  of  entries. 
Held,  not  to  constitute  an  ex  partt 
bearing:  Small  v.  Trickey,  41  Me.  507; 
66  Am.  Dec.  255. 
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exception  must  be  taken  as  definitely  and  seasonably  as  if 
the  trial  were  proceeding  in  court.' 

Illustrations.  —  Arbitrators  excluded  the  parties  during  the 
hearing,  while  permitting  the  presence  of  the  secret  partner  of 
one  of  them.  They  appointed  others  to  examine  the  accounts 
and  vouchers,  and  adopted  tlieir  conclusions  without  examin- 
ing the  vouchers  themselves.  Held,  that  the  award  should  be 
set  aside:  Shipman  v.  Fletcher,  82  Va.  601. 

§  3338.  Powers  of  Arbitrator  —  Adjournments. — Ad- 
journments are  in  the  arbitrators'  discretion,  provided 
only  they  are  reasonable.*  Their  power  is  not  determined 
by  their  neglect  to  attend  at  the  time  and  place  appointed 
for  the  hearing;  but  they  may  appoint  another  session 
within  a  reasonable  time,  unless  their  authority  is  ex- 
pressly revoked,  or  they  are  prohibited  by  the  terms  of 
the  submission.'  The  following  have  been  held  good 
causes  for  adjournment:  Surprise  caused  by  unexpected 
evidence;*  absence  of  a  material  witness;^  absence  of 
some  of  the  arbitrators.®  A  provision  in  a  statute  that 
arbitrators  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day  does  not  exclude 
necessarily  the  right  to  adjourn  for  a  longer  time  should 
the  exigencies  of  the  case  require  it.'  If  arbitrators  refuse 
a  request  for  an  adjournment  founded  on  suflicient  rea- 
sons, and  offered  at  a  proper  season,  it  is  a  good  cause  for 
setting  aside  an  award.® 

lar,  unless  the  defendant  appears  or 
consents  to  them:  Weir  v.  Johnston, 
2  Serg.  &  II.  459;  Frey  v.  Vanlear,  1 
Serg.  &  R.  435. 

^  Harrington  v.  Rich,  6  Vt.  C66. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
150;  Solomon  v.  Solomon,  28  L.  J.  Ex. 
129;  Packer  v.  French,  Hill  &  D.  lO:^; 
Madison  Ins.  Co.  v.  Griffin,  3  Ind.  277; 
Forbes  v.  Frary,  2  Johns.  Cas.  224; 
See  Woodworth  v.  Van  Buskirk,  1 
Johns.  Ch.  432. 

6  Sudam  v.  Swart,  20  Johns.  476. 

«  Harrington  v.  Rich,  6  Vt.  666. 

'  Richardson  ».  Hartsfield,  27  Ga.528. 

8  Coryell  v.  Coryell,  1  N.  J.  L.  385; 
Passmorew.  Petti t,  4  Dall.  271;  Forbes 
V.  Frary,  2  Johns.  Cas.  224.  But  see 
Woodworth  v.  Van  Buskirk,  1  Johns. 
Oh.  432. 


1  Cincinnati  v.  Cameron,  33  Ohio  St. 
S3G. 

-Ex  parte  Rutter,  3  Hill,  464; 
Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251;  Brayw. 
English,  1  Conn.  498;  Bixby  v.  Whit- 
ney, 11  Me.  62;  Richardson  v.  Harts- 
field,  27  Ga.  528;  Forrest  v.  Forrest,  3 
Bosw.  650;  Ringer  v.  Joyce,  1  Marsh. 
404;  Deputy  v.  Betts,  4  Harr.  (Del.) 
352;  Boring  v.  Boring,  2  W.  Va.  297. 
Adjourning  to  hear  further  argument 
on  behalf  of  one  party,  against  the  ob- 
jection of  the  other,  and  after  an  agree- 
ment that  the  case  should  bo  deemed 
closed  on  a  previous  day,  was  held 
an  excess  of  power  on  the  part  of  the 
arbitrators,  avoiding  their  award:  Cole 
V.  Blunt,  2  Bosw.  116.  If  arbitrators 
do  not  meet  on  the  day  appointed,  their 
proceedings  afterwards  will  be  irregu- 
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§  3339.    Arbitrator  must  not  Exceed  his  Authority. 

—  The  arbitrator's  authority  is  derived  eitlier  from  a 
statute,  an  order  of  court,  or  from  the  submission  under 
which  he  acts.  These  must  be  followed,  and  he  must  not 
act  in  excess  of  them;  for  his  award  which  exceeds  his 
powers  so  given  is  void.'  When  the  arbitrator  takes 
into  consideration  and  makes  an  award  about  matters 
not  involved  in  the  matters  submitted,  nor  submitted  ac- 
cording to  law,  the  award  is  good  only  as  to  the  matters 
submitted.^  The  presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  award, 
and  that  the  arbitrator  has  not  exceeded  his  authority.' 
The  burden  is  upon  the  party  objecting  to  show  that  the 
authority  was  exceeded.* 

Illustrations.  —  Claims  made  by  A  against  B  are  submitted 
to  arbitration.  The  arbitrator  has  no  authority  to  award  as  to 
claims  of  B  against  A:  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award,  181. 
The  submission  was  of  a  question  of  title.     Held,  that  arbi- 


iCookv.  Carpenter,  34  Vt.  121;  80 
Am.  Dec.  670;  Howard  v.  Edgell,  17 
Vt.  9;  Blantoii  v.  Gale,  6  B.  Mon.  260; 
Adams  v.  Adams,  8  N.  H.  82;  Rich- 
ardson V.  Huggins,  23  N.  H.  106; 
Smith  V.  Kincaid,  7  Humph.  28; 
Butler  V.  Mayor  of  New  York,  7  Hill, 
32St;  Robinson  v.  Moore,  17  N.  H.  479; 
Haynes  v.  ForskoU,  31  Me.  112;  Wor- 
then  V.  Stevens,  4  Mass.  448;  Gilmore 
V.  Hubbard,  12  Cush.  220;  Sawyer  v. 
Freeman,  35  Me.  542;  Wyman  v. 
Hammond,  55  Me.  534;  Culver  v. 
Ashley,  17  Pick.  98;  Shearer?;.  Handy, 
22  Pick.  417;  Curdn  Wallace,  7  Dana, 
190;  32  Am.  Dec.  85;  Stewart  v.  Cass, 
16  Vt.  663;  42  Am.  Dec.  534;  Denman 
V.  Bayless,  22  111.  300;  Reynolds  v. 
Reynolds,  15  Ala.  398;  Lee  v.  Oustott, 
1  Ark.  206;  Stevens  v.  Gray,  2  Harr. 

g)el.)  347;  Fountains.  Harrington,  3 
arr.  (Del.)  22;  Wright  v.  Wright,  5 
Cow.  197;  Brown  v.  Hankerson,  S 
Cow.  70;  Lyle  v.  Rodgers,  5  Wheat. 
394;  Schuyler  v.  Van  der  Veer,  2 
Caines,  235;  Gibson  v.  Powell,  5 
Smedea  &  M.  712;  Solomons  v.  McKin- 
stry,  13  Johns.  27;  Sessions  v.  Bar- 
field,  2  Bay,  94;  Bean  v.  Farnam,  6 
Pick.  269;  Merrill  v.  Gardner,  40  Me. 
282;   French  v.   Richardson,  5  Cush. 


450;  Tracy  v.  Herrick,  25  N.  H.  .SSI ; 
Brown  v.  Brown,  4  Jones,  I'JS; 
Sweet  V.  Mathewson,  1  R.  I.  4:^0; 
Buckley  v.  Ellmaker,  13  Serg.  &  R.  71; 
Wooden  v.  Little,  3  McCord,  487; 
Brown  v.  Davis,  2  Brev.  468;  Perkins 
V.  Kershaw,  1  Hill  Eq.  344;  Sutton  v. 
Dickinson,  9  Leigh,  142;  Morris  v, 
Morris,  OGratt.  637;  Black  v.  Hickey, 
48  Me.  545;  Hubbelh*.  Bissell,  13  Gray, 
298;  Allen  v.  Galpin,  9  Harl).  L'4i); 
Young  V.  Young,  6  N.  J.  Eq.  iM; 
Ott  V.  Schroeppel,  7  Barb.  431 ;  Hazuu 
V.  Addis,  14  N.  J.  L.  333;  Borrow  ;•. 
Millbank,  5  Abb.  Pr.  28;  Duncan  v. 
Duncan,  1  Ired.  466;  CuUifer  v.  (iilliani, 
9  Ired.  466;  Dunlap  v.  Canipbull,  5 
W.  Va.  195;  Squires  v.  Anderson,  54 
Mo.  193;  Waller  ».  Shannon,  44  Conn. 
480;  Burns  v.  Hendrix,  54  Ala.  78. 

=•  Carson  v.  Carson,  1  Met.  (Ky.)  41^4. 

'  Lampshire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420; 
Myers  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Curt.  28;  Haynes 
V.  Forskoll,  31  Me.  112;  Ricliard.son 
V.  Huggins,  23  N.  H.  106;  Fiske  v. 
South  Wilbraham,  7  Allen,  476. 

*  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  15  Ala.  398; 
Blair  v.  Wallace,  21  Cal.  317;  Hub- 
bard V.  Firman,  29  111.  90;  Clenieut 
V.  Comstock,  2  Mich.  359;  Parsons ». 
Aldrich,  6  N.  H.  264. 


5311 


THE    ARBITRATION. 


§§  3340,  3341 


trators  cannot  arrange  a  purchase  and  sale  of  the  property: 
Robinson  v.  Moore,  17  N.  H.  479.  The  submission  was  of  the 
question  whether  goods  sold  by  sample,  and  delivered,  corre- 
spond to  the  sample,  and  must  be  accepted.  Held,  not  to 
authorize  the  arbitrators  to  award  damages  for  a  refusal  to  ac- 
cept the  goods:  Leach  v.  Weelcs,  2  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,  2G9.  A  sub- 
mission authorizes  the  arbitrators  to  determine  the  amount  due 
from  one  party  to  another.  Held,  to  give  no  authority  to  im- 
pose a  condition  upon  the  payment  of  the  amount  awarded: 
Mayor  etc.  of  Neto  York  y.  Butler,  1  Barb.  825. 

§  3340.  Powers  of  Arbitrator  —  To  Order  Acts  to  be 
Done.  —  The  arbitrator  has  power  to  order  either  or  both 
parties  to  perforin  certain  acts  in  the  future  only  where 
such  authority  is  expressly  or  impliedly  given  in  the  sub- 
mission. Such  power  is  either  permissive  or  compulsory. 
If  the  former,  he  may  exercise  it,  or  not,  in  his  discretion; 
if  the  latter,  he  must  exercise  it,  and  to  fail  to  do  so  will 
avoid  the  award.*  An  arbitrator  in  general  may  award 
that  one  party  pay  to  the  other  money,''  or  other  chattels;^ 
or  that  one  person  apologize  to  another.'*  An  arbitrator 
cannot  award  that  two  persons  shall  intermarry;*  or  that 
a  person  shall  do  a  criminal  or  an  illegal  act.® 

§  3341.    Powers  of  Arbitrator — To  Order  Conveyances. 

—  Where  disputes  as  to  the  title  or  boundaries  of  lands 
are  submitted  to  arbitration,  the  arbitrator  has  power  to 
order  the  execution  of  conveyances  to  give  effect  to  the 
award.^ 


'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
198;  Angus  v.  Radford,  2  Dowl,  N.  S., 
735;  Nicholls  v.  Jones,  6  Ex.  373;  Mor- 
gan V.  Smith,  1  Dowl.,  N.  S.,  617; 
Crump  r.  Adney,  1  Cromp.  &  M.  355; 
Boynton  v.  Frye,  33  Me.  216;  Berk- 
shire Woolen  Co.  v.  Day,  12  Cush. 
128;  Stratton  v.  Mason,  15  Pick.  508. 

'  Morse  on  Ai'bitration  and  Award, 
180. 

'Bac.  Abr.,  tit.  Arbitration,  E; 
Purslow  V.  Baily,  2  Ld.  Raym.  1039; 
la  re  Gillon  v.  Mersey  etc.  Nav.  Co., 
3  Barn.  &  Add.  493. 

*  Glover  v.  Barrie,  1  Salk.  71. 

'  Bac.  Abr.,  tit.  Arbitration,  E,  3; 


Roll.  Abr.,  tit.  Arbitration,  I,  10,  p, 
252. 

«Wood  V.  Griffith,  1  Swanst.  55; 
Turner  v.  Swainsou,  1  Mees.  &  W.  572; 
Russell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
391. 

'  Williams  v.  Warren,  21  111.  541; 
Preston  v.  Whitcomb,  11  Vt.  47;  Cald- 
well V.  Dickenson,  13  Gray,  305.  In 
Penniman  v,  Rodman,  13  Met.  382,  a 
bill  was  filed  in  equity  to  compel  a 
specific  performance  of  such  an  award; 
and  the  defendant  demurred.  The 
plaintiff  had  judgment;  Wilde,  J.,  say- 
ing: "The  defendant  demurs  to  the 
bill,  and  the  first  cause  of  demurrer  ia, 
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§  3342.    Powers  of  Arbitrator — To  Order  Releases. — 

An  arbitrator  has  povvor  to  order  a  release  as  to  any  claim 
embraced  in  the  submission.'  Under  a  general  submis- 
sion general  releases  may  be  ordered,^  but  not  under  a 
special  submission.' 

§  3343.    Powers  of   Arbitrator — To  Award  Costs.— 

While  it  is  held  in  some  states  that  arbitrators  have  no 
implied  power  to  award  the  costs  of  the  in  titration  to  be 
paid  by  one  of  the  parties/  the  best  considered  cases  are 


that  the  court  has  no  juriadiction  of 
the  subject-mattor  of  the  bill.  But 
the  quoatioii  of  juriadictioit  in  this  case 
is  not  distinguishable  from  that  of 
Jonca  V.  Boston  Mill  Corporation,  4 
Pick.  501,  Iti  Am.  Dec.  '.ibH,  a  case 
which  was  very  well  couaidcrod;  and 
the  decision  seems  to  ua  to  be  well 
founded  on  i^rinciple  and  on  the  au- 
thorities: See  2  Story's  Eq.  Jur.,  sec. 
145S.  By  the  submission,  tlie  parties 
agree  that  the  award  of  the  arbitrators 
shall  be  final  as  to  the  matters  sub- 
mitted; which  is  virtually  a  contract 
between  them,  by  whicii  each  party 
agrees  to  ijerform  whatever  the  arbi- 
trators sliall  lawfully  direct  to  bo  done 
and  performed  by  tiiem  respectively: 
Wood  V.  Griifith,  1  Swauat.  54;  Blun- 
dell  V.  Brettargh,  17  Ves.  241.  The 
other  ground  of  defense  is,  that  the 
arbitrators  had  no  authority  to  award 
and  direct  conveyances  of  real  estate. 
The  bill  alleges  that,  at  the  tinie  of  the 
submission,  there  was  a  controversy,  or 
conilicting  claims,  between  the  parties 
rospcctiug  real  estate,  and  that  these 
clauns  were  laid  before  the  arbitrators. 
It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  par- 
ties intended  to  submit  their  claims 
against  eacli  other  as  to  the  real  es- 
tate in  controversy,  and  the  words  of 
the  submission  are  sulficiently  compre- 
hensive to  embrace  these  claims.  The 
terma  of  the  submission  are  general, 
and  embrace  all  accounts,  claims,  and 
demands  which  the  parties  had  against 
each  other  at  the  time  of  the  submis- 
bion.  That  their  claims  concerning 
real  as  well  as  personal  property  were 
designated  by  these  general  terma  is, 
we  think,  unquestionable,  and  that 
the  arbitrators  were  thereby  authorized 


to  direct  the  conveyances  mentioned 
in  their  award.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  arbitrators  should  bo  specially, 
and  iu  terms,  authorized  to  direct  such 
conveyances,  if  the  general  terms  are 
suthcient  to  show  that  the  parties  in- 
tended to  give  them  such  authority. 
So  it  was  decided  in  Sellick  v.  Addains, 
15  Johns.  197;  and  that  decision  is 
supported  by  tlie  caaes  there  cited. 
See  also  Byers  v.  Van  Deusen,  5  Wuuil. 
2G8.  We  think,  therefore,  there  is 
no  ground  for  saying  that  the  ari)itra- 
tors  have  exceeded  their  authority  ao 
that  the  defendant  is  not  bound  tc 
perform  their  award." 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
192;  Roberts  v.  Marriett,  2  Sauud. 
190;  Boyes  v.  Bluck,  13  Com.  B.  G,V2; 
I'ortland  v.  Brown,  43  Me.  223;  Mc- 
Neil V.  Magee,  5  Mason,  244;  Guerrant 
V.  Smith,  48  Miss.  90. 

••<  Cable  V.  Rogers,  3  Bulafc.  311. 
'  Williams  v.  Richardson,  8  Taunt 
C77. 

*  Vose  V.  How,  13  Met.  243;  Har- 
rington V.  Brown,  9  Allen,  579;  May- 
nard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush.  247;  Shir- 
ley V.  Shattuck,  4  Cush.  470;  Peters  v. 
Pierce,  8  Mass.  398;  Gordon  v.  Tucker, 
6  Me.  247;  Day  v.  Hooper,  51  Me.  178; 
Harrison  v.  Webber,  40  Me.  194;  Por- 
ter V.  R.  R.  Co.,  32  Me,  539;  Dmidon 
V.  Starin,  19  Wis.  2G1;  Morrison  v, 
Buchanan,  32  Vt.  289;  Griffin  v.  Had- 
ley,  8  Jones,  82.  A  provision  in  the 
submission  that  the  award  shall  be 
"pursuant  to  law"  does  not  necessarily 
imply  an  authority  to  award  costs: 
Akely  v.  Akely,  17  How.  Pr.  21. 
Referees  cannot  award  costs  where 
the  law  says  they  shall  not  be  given: 
Lewis  V.  England,  4  Bion.  6. 
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to  the  effect  that,  although  the  question  of  costs  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  submission,  the  power  of  awarding  them 
is  incident  to  the  authority  of  the  arbitrators;'  and  if 
the  submission  is  of  a  pending  cause,  it  seems  agreed  that 
the  arbitrator  or  referee  has  power  to  award  concerning 
the  costs  of  the  suit.^  The  successful  party  to  an  arbitra- 
tion is  not  entitled  to  costs,  unless  either  the  agreement  to 
submit  to  arbitration  expressly  imposes  them,  or  the  arbi- 
trators, under  implied  authority  from  the  terms  of  the 
agreement,  expressly  award  tliem.'  In  Massnehusotts  if  the 
award  made  under  a  rule  of  court  is  silent  on  the  subject 
of  costs,  the  prevailing  party  is  entitled  to  recover  them.* 
If  arbitrators  should  award  costs,  without  designating  the 
amount,  or  prescribing  any  mode  by  which  the  amount 


'  Nichols  V.  Rensselaer  Ins.  Co.,  22 
Wend.  127;  Cox  v.  Jagger,  2  Cow. 
038;  14  Am.  Dec.  522;  Strang  v.  t'er- 
guson,  14  Johns.  161;  Spofford  v.  Spof- 
foril,  10  N.  H.  254;  Ailing  v.  Munson, 
2  Conn.  091;  Chase  v.  Strain,  15  N.  H. 
5;i5;  Joy  v.  Simpson,  2  N.  H.  179; 
Cliapin  V.  Boody,  25  N.  H.  285;  Brown 
V.  Mathes,  5  N.  H.  229;  Andrews  v. 
Foster,  42  N.  H.  376;  Hawley  v. 
Hodges,  7  Vt.  237;  Bowman  r.  Dow- 
ner, 28  Vt.  532;  Harden  v.  Harden,  11 
Gray,  485;  Dudley  v.  Thomas,  23  Cal. 
305;  Diclierson  v.  Tyner,  4  Blaclif.  253; 
Young  V.  Shook,  4  Rawle,  302;  Hewit 
V,  Furinan,  IG  Serg.  &  K.  135;  Burnell 

V  Rverson,  50  Vt.  449;  Wade  v.  Pow- 
ell, 31  Ga.  1. 

'  Austi..  V.  Snow,  2  Dall.  157;  Vose 

V  How,  13  Met.  243;  Bacon  v.  Cran- 
don,  15  Piclc.  79;  Nelson  v.  Andrews, 
2  Mass.  164;  Brown  v.  Mathes,  5  N. 
H.  229;  Joy  v,  Simpson,  2  N.  H.  79; 
Chapin  v.  Boody,  25  N.  H.  285;  School 
District  v.  Aldrich,  13  N.  H.  140.  In 
Joues  V.  Carter,  8  Allen,  430,  the  court 
say:  "The  power  of  arbitrators  ap- 
pointed under  a  rule  of  court  to  award 
on  the  subject  of  costs  is  perfectly  well 
settled  in  this  commonwealth:  Nelson 
V.  Andrews,  2  Mass.  164;  Bacon  v. 
Crandon,  15  Pick.  79.  This  power  is 
not  interfered  with  or  controlled  by 
any  statute  provisions:  Gen.  Stats.,  c. 
150,  sec.  21.  Nor  can  there  be  any 
doubt  that  it  includes  an  authority  to 

838 


determine  concerning  the  costs  of  arbi- 
tration as  well  as  tlie  costs  of  court: 
Vose  V.  How,  13  Met.  244.  The  fees 
of  arbitrators,  and  the  expenses  attend- 
ing the  hearing  before  them,  are  the 
necessary  costs  of  the  cause,  incurred 
by  the  consent  of  parties  before  the 
tribunal  of  their  own  selection,  and 
are  deemed  to  be  included  in  the 
power  given  by  the  rule  to  determine 
the  cause  as  incident  thereto,  and 
forming  an  essential  part  of  the  final 
determination  thereof.  But  this  power 
cannot  be  extended  further,  so  as  to 
authorize  an  award  of  costs  to  either 
party  for  fees  or  items  of  charge  not 
expressly  authorized  by  law.  No  con- 
sent to  such  allowance  can  be  implied 
from  the  reference  of  the  cause.  Be- 
yond the  award  of  their  own  fees  and 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  refer- 
ence, such  as  the  charges  for  the  place 
of  meeting  and  the  cost  of  stationery, 
arbitrators  can  include  no  costs  in 
their  award  except  those  which  are 
expressly  authorized  by  law  to  be  taxed 
as  legal  costs.  This  would  include  the 
fees  for  attendance  of  witnesses  be- 
fore the  arbitrators,  and  other  similar 
charges. " 

» Akely  v.  Akely,  17  How.  Pr.  21; 
Anonymous,  2  N.  J.  L.  228;  Hamilton 
V.  Wort,  7  Blackf.  348;  Harralson  v. 
Pleasants,  Phill.  (N.  C.)  365. 

♦  Woolson  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  103  Mass. 
580. 
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is  to  be  ascertuined,  tlmt  part  of  tlicir  award  would  bo 
void  for  want  of  certainty.' 

§  3344.  Powers  of  Arbitrator— To  Order  as  to  Terms 
of  Payment  —  Interest.  —  Tho  arbitrator  has  power,  in 
awarding  A  to  pay  B  a  sum  of  money,  to  ovder  wlien  and 
where  payment  is  to  be  made.*  He  may  also  order  that 
the  amount  shall  be  payable  in  installments;'  or  that  it 
be  made  in  negotiable  paper;*  or  a  bond  given  to  secure 
it.*  But  an  authority  to  find  a  sum  due  does  not  give  tho 
arbitrator  power  to  order  payment  in  something  else  than 
money.'  So  an  arbitrator  has  power  to  award  interest  in 
his  discretion.'^ 

§  3345.  Appointment  of  Substitute. — Arbitrators  have 
no  power  to  name  a  substitute  for  one  unable  or  unwill- 
ing to  act,  unless  so  authorized  by  the  submission.®  In 
Massachusetts,  upon  a  reference  by  rule  of  court,  the 
award  must  be  made  by  the  arbitrators  named  in  the 
rule.  Even  if  the  parties,  by  writing  indorsed  on  the  rule, 
substitute  an  arbitrator  in  place  of  one  of  those  named, 
and  waive  all  exceptions,  no  judgment  can  be  rendered  on 
the  award." 

Illustrations. — By  the  conditions  of  a  lease,  the  time  when 
the  rent  for  the  leased  premises  should  commence  was  to  be 
determined  by  two  arbitrators  therein  named,  and  it  was  further 
provided  that  if  either  of  the  arbitrators  named  should  refuse, 
or  be  unable  to  perform  such  duties,  a  successor  should  be  ap- 
pointed in  a  certain  way.  Held,  that  the  absence  of  one  of  the 
arbitrators  in  Europe  was  suffinient  evidence  of  his  inability  to 
act  to  justify  the  appointmonf;  of  another:  Binsse  v.  Wood,  37 

'  Sherry  «.  Oke,  SDowl.  '19;  Morgan 
V.  Mather,  2  Vea.  Jr.  15;  In  re  Badger, 
2  Barn,  ft  AM.  691;  In  re  Morpliett,  3 
Dowl.  &  L.  967;  Armitage  v.  Walker, 
2  Kay  &  J.  211. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
205;  Russell  v.  Gray,  6  Serg.  &  R.  145; 
Potter  V.  Sterrett,  24  Pa.  St.  411; 
Norton  v.  Savage,  10  Me.  455;  Ross  v. 
Pleasants,  Wythe,  147. 

•  Woodbury  ».  Proctor,  9  Gray,  18. 


»  School  District  v.  Aldrich,  13  K 
H   139 

»  In  re  Morphett,  2  Dowl.  &  L.  967; 
Freeman  v.  Bernard,  1  Salk.  69;  Armi- 
tage V.  Walker,  2  Kay  &  J.  211.  But 
see  Emery  r.  Wase,  8  Ves.  Jr.  504  a. 

»  Kockill  V.  Witherell,  2  Keb.  838. 

*  Booth  V.  Garnett,  2  Strange,  1082. 

'  Cook  V.  Wborwood,  2  Saund. 
337. 

■  State  V.  Jones,  2  Gill,  49. 
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N.  Y.  520.  Throo  persons  worn  nitpointcd  nrbitrutors,  it  beirig 
])rovi(l('(l  that  "if  ritlicr  of  tlicin  do  not  attend,  anotlior  or  others 
shall  l)»i  chosen  in  their  room."  One  of  the  three  died.  Jfdd, 
that  the  jmrties,  and  not  the  surviving;  arbitrators,  must  appoint 
the  substitute:  Potter  v.  Stcrrctt,  24  Pa.  St.  411. 

§  3346.  Powers  of  Arbitrator  —  To  Permit  Amend- 
ments.—  Where  u  pendiiif]^  suit  is  submitted  to  a  referee 
or  arbitrator,  he  may  allow  such  amendments  as  might 
have  been  made  to  the  pleadings  in  court  to  bring  before 
him  all  the  matters  in  controversy.'  But  a  now  subject- 
matter  or  cause  of  action  cannot  be  thus  introduced.* 

§3347.    Effect  of  Making  Unenforceable  Order. —If 

arbitrators  order  a  thing  to  be  done  whicii  is  beyond  their 
power  to  order,  the  award  will  be  void  so  far  as  it  is  de- 
pendent upon  such  order,  or  based  upon  it  as  a  considera- 
tion.' But  if  the  person  execute  the  order,  or  offer  to  do 
so,  this  will  render  the  award  founded  on  it  good.* 

§  3348.  How  Defense  that  Arbitrators  Exceeded  Au- 
thority may  be  Availed  of.  —  That  the  arbitrator  has 
acted  without  authority  at  all,  or  in  excess  of  his  author- 
ity, may  be  pleaded  as  a  defense  to  a  suit  upon  the  bond 
and  award;'  or  it  may  be  set  up  in  opposition  to  a  motion 
to  enter  judgment  on  the  award."  Only  the  party  preju- 
diced can  object  to  the  arbitrator's  exceeding  his  author- 
ity.^ 


•  Sumner  v.  Brown,  34  Vt.  194; 
Fulton  V.  Wiley,  32  Vt.  712;  Merrill 
V  Gold,  1  Gush.  457;  Meyers  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  2  Curt.  28;  York  etc.  R.  R.  Co. 
V.  Myers,  18  How.  246;  Secor  r.  Law, 
9  Bosw.  163;  Van  Buskirk  v.  Stow,  42 
Barb.  9;  Ford  v.  Ford,  53  Barb.  525; 
South  Carolina  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Barrett, 

12  S.  C.  173;  Knapp  v.  Fowler,  30 
Hun,  512;  Oregon  isteam  Co.  v.  Otis, 
69  How.  Pr.  254;  Mason  v.  Johnson, 

13  S.  C.  20. 

'Merrill  v.  Gold,  1  Cush.  457; 
Sumner  v.  Brown,  34  Vt.  194;  Cook 
V.  Carpenter,  34  Vt.  121;  80  Am. 
Deo.  670;    Fulton  v.  Wiley,   32  Vt. 


712;  WoodruflF  v.  Hurson,  32  Barb. 
557. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
204;  Nichols  v.  Rensselaer  Ins.  Co.,  22 
Wend.  129. 

♦Smith  V.  Sweeney,  35  N.  Y.  291; 
Schuyler  w.  Van  der  Veer,  2  Caines,  235. 

*  Woodbury  v.  Northy,  3  Greenl. 
85;  Relea  v.  Ramsay,  2  Wend.  602; 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Gray,  6 
Met.  131. 

*  Berkshire  Woolen  Co.  v.  Day,  12 
Cush.  128;  Boston  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  14 
Gray,  253;  Merrill  v.  Gold,  1  Cush.  457. 

^  Lyman  v.  Arms,  5  Pick.  213;  Oij- 
vin  V.  Thompson,  13  Me.  367. 
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§  3349.  All  of  Several  Arbitrators  must  Act. — Where 
the  submission  is  to  several  arbitrators,  all  must  be  pres- 
ent and  act  together  tliroughout  the  proceedings/  and 
this  is  so  even  where  a  majority  is  authorized  by  the  sub- 
mission to  make  the  award.''  A  statutory  provision  that 
"all  the  arbitrators  must  meet  and  hear  all  the  proofs" 
renders  a  less  number  absolutely  incompetent  to  sit.'  But 
although  a  statute  requires  all  the  arbitrators  to  be  pres- 
ent at  each  meeting,  the  absence  of  one  of  them  from  a 
meeting  at  which  no  final  action  was  taken,  if  not  objected 
to  at  the  time  by  a  party  to  the  arbitration,  cannot  after- 
wards be  objected  to.*  Where  the  award  is  silent  as  to 
whetlier  all  the  arbitrators  met,  it  will  be  presumed  that 
they  did  so." 


»  Plew8  V.  Middleton,  6  Q.  B.  845; 
Smith  V.  Smith,  i28  111.  56;  Thompson 
V.  Mitchell,  35  Me.  281;  Howard  v. 
Conro,  2  Vt.  492;  Blin  v.  Hay,  2  Tyler, 
304;  4  Am.  Dec.  738;  Moore  v.  Ewing, 
1  N.  J.  L.  144;  1  Am.  Dec.  195;  Hoff 
V.  Taylor,  5  N.  J.  L.  829;  Hoffman  v. 
Hoffman,  26  N.  J.  L.  175;  Mclnroy  v. 
Beneilict,  11  Johns.  402;  Harris  v. 
Norton,  7  Wend.  534;  Ackley  v.  Finch, 
7  Cow.  290;  Brower  v.  Kingsley,  1 
Johns.  Cas.  3:M;  Short  v.  Pratt,  6 
Mass.  49ti;  Henderson  v.  Bulkley,  14 
B.  Mon.  236;  Tuscorora  Bridge  Co.  v. 
Jemison,  33  Ala.  476;  McCrary  v.  Har- 
rison, 36  Ala.  577;  Green  v.  Miller,  6 
Johns.  39;  5  Am.  Dec.  184;  Norfleet  v. 
Southall,  3  Murph.  189;  Byard  v. 
Harkrider,  108  lud.  376.  Where  a 
submission  is  to  five  as  arbitrators,  and 
three  only  concur  in  making  the  award, 
it  cannot  be  upheld:  Oakley  v.  Ander- 
son, 93  N.  C.  108.  In  Blin  v.  Hay,  2 
Tyler,  304,  4  Am.  Dec.  738,  it  is  said: 
"  Parties  to  an  arbitrament,  without 
any  improper  motives,  may  have  a 
peculiar  and  reasonable  predilection 
for  a  particular  person  or  persons  to 
sit  as  arbitrators.  The  subject-matter 
in  dispute  may  be  better  comprehended 
by  some  than  others,  owing  to  their 
particular  avocations  in  life.  When  a 
person  submits  a  controversy  to  five 
arbitrators,  he  has  reason  to  expect 
that  all  will  be  present  at  the  hearing 


of  hia  cause,  or  at  least  that  all  will  be 
notified  of  the  time  and  place  of  meet- 
ing; for  the  absence  of  one  might  ma- 
terially affect  the  award.  His  superior 
judgment  in  the  matter  in  controversy 
may  have  been  relied  upon  by  the  party 
in  preference  to  that  of  all  the  others, 
and  might  have  altered  the  opinion  of 
the  others;  and  although  a  majority, 
after  a  candid  discussion,  may  make 
the  award,  yet  all  the  arbitrators  to 
whom  the  matters  in  controversy  have 
been  submitted,  in  the  terms  of  the 
present  submission,  ought  to  be  pres- 
ent at  the  hearing,  or  at  least  it  should 
appear  that  they  were  notified  of  the 
time  and  place  of  meeting,  if  not  pres- 
ent." 

•■'  Battey  v.  Button,  13  Johns.  187; 
Bulson  V.  Lohnes,  29  N.  Y.  291;  King- 
ston V.  Kincaid,  1  Wash.  C.  C.  448; 
People  V.  Coghill,  47  Cal.  361. 

*  Bowen  v.  Lazalere,  44  Mo.  383; 
Shores  v.  Bowen,  44  Mo.  3fl6. 

*  Glass-Pendery  Consolidated  Min- 
ing Co.  t>.  Meyer  Mining  Co.,  7  Col. 
51. 

*  Yates  V.  Russell,  17  Johns.  461; 
Schultz  V.  Halsey,  3  Sand.  405;  May- 
nard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush.  247; 
Brower  v.  Kingsley,  1  Johns.  Cas. 
334;  Ackley  v.  Finch,  7  Cow.  290. 
Contra,  Blin  v.  Hay,  2  Tyler,  304; 
4  Am.  Deo.  738;  Short  o.  Pratt,  6 
Mass.  496. 
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§  3350.    Unless  One  Withdraws  or  Refuses  to  Act.  — 

Where  one  of  the  arbitrators  witlidraws  or  refuses  to  act 
with  the  others,  tlie  hitter,  where  the  submission  gives 
authority  to  a  majority  to  make  the  award,  may  go  on 
without  the  dissentient.'  If  a  reference  be  made  to  three, 
or  any  two  of  them,  and  after  many  meetings  one  cannot 
agree  with  the  other  two,  and  requests  not  to  be  called 
upon  at  future  meetings,  and  the  other  two  meet  and 
agree  upon  a  report,  this  is  good.''  If  the  withdrawal  or 
refusal  to  act  occurs  before  the  proceedings  are  begun,  it 
seems  that  the  others  cannot  go  on.'  This  has  been  ex- 
pressly decided  in  the  case  of  referees,*  even  after  one  re- 
port and  a  recommitment,®  unless  the  second  report  is 
identical  with  the  first  unanimous  one.' 

§  3351.  All  of  Several  Arbitrators  must  Unite  in 
Award  —  When  Award  of  Majority  Binding.  —  "  Unless 
the  statute  or  the  submission  under  which  the  arbitrators 


'  Camherland  w.  North  Yarmouth, 
4  Greenl.  468;  Schultz  v.  Halsey,  .3 
Sand.  405;  Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7 
Gush.  247;  Bulson  v.  Lohneg,  29  N.  Y. 
291;  Green  v.  Miller,  6  Johns.  39;  5 
Am.  Dec,  184;  Crofoot  v.  Allen,  2 
Wend.  495;  King  v.  Grey,  31  Tex.  22; 
Dodge  V.  Brennan,  59  N.  H.  138.  In 
Carpenter  v.  Wood,  1  Met.  412,  the 
court  said:  "No  particular  form  of 
words  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  re- 
fusal to  act,  or  a  withdrawing  from 
any  further  participation  in  a  trust  of 
til  IS  nature.  In  Kingston  v.  Kincaid, 
1  Wash.  C.  C.  448,  it  appeared,  on 
examination  of  the  referees,  that  the 
three  often  met  upon  the  subject,  but 
as  one  could  not  agree  ivith  the  others 
on  important  points  of  dispute,  he 
said  it  was  unnecessary  to  call  upon 
him  again,  and  he  withdrew;  and  the 
award  of  the  majority  without  any 
further  notice  to  the  third  referee 
was  not  held  obje^'l.ionable  on  that  ac- 
count: 1  U.  S.  Digest,  Arbitrament, 
etc.,  246.  In  Cumb  'and  v.  North 
Yarmouth,  4  Greenl.  468,  Mellen, 
G.  J.,  said:  'If  after  a  joint  hearing 
of  the  parties  and  their  proofs,  in  the 


first  instance,  and  before  a  recommit- 
ment, one  of  the  referees  absent  him- 
self immediately,  or  refuse  to  consult 
with  his  brethren,  or  to  give  any  opin- 
ion, then  the  other  two  have  fnll 
power  to  decide  the  cause  upon  the 
evidence  previously  produced,  and 
heard  by  all.'  And  so  in  Kunckle  v. 
Kunckic,  1  Dall.  3G4,  an  award  signed 
by  two  of  the  three  referees,  without 
notice  to  the  third,  was  sustained, 
where  they  agreed  upon  the  substance 
of  their  report  in  the  presence  of  the 
third  referee,  who  declared  his  dis- 
agreement, and  said  the  others  could 
make  the  report  without  him.  Hav- 
ing said  that,  it  became  unnecessary 
for  the  two  to  give  him  any  further 
notice  before  they  made  and  signed 
the  report." 

'  Kingston  v.  Kincaid,  1  Wash.  C.  C. 
448. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
159. 

*  Boardman  r.  England,  C  ^Tass.  70. 

*  Cumberland  v.  North  Yarmouth, 
4  Greenl.  468. 

'  May  V.  Haven,  9  Mass.  325;  Peter- 
Boa  V.  Loring,  1  Greenl.  64. 
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act  and  derive  their  authority  provide  to  a  contrary  effect, 
or  unless  a  contrary  intention  of  the  parties  can  be  clearly 
and  unmistakably  gathered  from  the  submission  and  at- 
tendant facts,  the  rule  is  general  and  imperative  that  all 
the  arbitrators  must  unite  in  the  award  in  order  to  render 
it  valid."  *  The  submission  need  not  expressly  authorize 
an  award  by  a  majority  of  the  arbitrators;  if  the  language 
implies  such  a  power,  it  will  be  suflBcient."    Where  one 


*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
162;  Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush. 
247;  Nettleton  v.  Gridley,  21  Conn. 
531;  56  Am.  Dec.  378;  Rhodes  v. 
Baird,  16  Ohio  St.  573;  Mackey  v. 
Neill,  S  Jones,  214;  Qiiimby  v.  Mel- 
vin,  28  N.  H.  250;  Knowltou  v.  Homer, 
30  Me.  552;  Towne  v.  Jaquith,  6 
Mass.  46;  4  Am.  Dec.  84;  Smith  v. 
Walden,  26  Ga.  249;  Jeffersonville 
etc.  li.  R.  Co.  V.  Mounts,  7  Ind.  669; 
Eanies  u.  Eames,  41  N.  H.  177:  Rus- 
sell V.  Gray,  6  Serg.  &  R.  145;  Patter- 
sou  V.  Leavitt,  4  Coun.  50;  10  Am. 
Dec.  98;  Payne  «.  Moore,  2  Bibb,  163; 
4  Am.  Dec.  689;  Reeves  v.  Gaff,  2  N. 
J.  L.  143;  Pattoii  v.  Collins,  Sneeil, 
153;  Hoffman  v.  Hoffman,  26  N.  J.  L. 
176;  Tetter  v.  Rapesnyder,  1  Dall. 
293;  Welty  v.  Zentuyer,  4  Watts,  75; 
Baker  v.  Farinbrough,  43  Ind,  240; 
Harryiaan  v.  Harryman,  43  Md.  140; 
Memphis  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Pillow,  9 
Heisk.  248;  Hills  v.  Home  Ins.  Co., 
129  Mass.  345;  Lorenzo  i\  Deary,  26 
Hun,  447.  Contra,  Black  v.  Pearson, 
1  McCord,  137;  Spencer  v.  Curtis, 
57  Ind.  221.  In  Green  v.  Miller,  6 
Johns.  39,  5  Am.  Dec.  IS4,  the  court 
said:  "A  controversy  between  these 
parties  was  submitted  to  five  arbitra- 
tors. The  submission  did  not  provide 
that  a  less  number  than  the  wholo 
might  make  an  award.  All  the  arbi- 
trators met  and  lieard  the  proofs  and 
allegations  of  the  parties,  but  four 
only  agreed  on  the  award  made;  and 
whether  this  award  be  binding  is  the 
question  now  before  the  court.  No 
case  has  been  cited  by  the  counsel 
where  this  question  has  been  directly 
decided.  I  am,  however,  satisfied 
that  as  a  submission  to  arbitrators  ia 
ft  delegation  of  power  for  a  mere  pri- 
r»te  purpose,  it  is  necessary  that  all 


the  arbitrators  should  concur  in  the 
award,  unless  it  is  otherwise  provided 
by  the  parties.  In  matters  of  public 
concern  a  different  rule  seems  to  pre- 
vail; there  the  voice  of  the  majority 
shall  govern.  In  the  case  of  Griudley 
V.  Barker,  1  Bos.  &  P.  236,  Eyre,  C. 
J.,  says:  'It  is  now  pretty  well  es- 
tablished that  where  a  number  of  per- 
sons are  intrusted  with  power,  not  of 
mere  private  confidence,  but  in  some 
respects  of  a  general  nature,  and  all 
of  them  are  regularly  assembled,  the 
majority  will  conclude  the  minority, 
and  their  act  will  be  the  act  of  the 
whole.'  The  same  principle  was  rec- 
ogr.ized  by  the  court  of  king's  bench, 
in  the  o^.ze  of  King  v.  Beeston,  3  Term 
Rep.  592,  which  arose  under  the  stat- 
ute 9  George  I.,  which  enables  the 
church-wardens  and  overseers  to  con- 
tract for  the  providing  for  the  poor. 
It  was  held  that  it  was  not  necessary 
that  all  the  church-wardens  and  over- 
seers should  concur,  as  the  contract  of 
the  majority  of  them  would  bind  tho 
rest.  Lord  Keuyon,  however,  ob- 
serves that  this  was  very  different 
from  the  case  of  trustees  in  settle- 
ments, who  are  generally  chosen  by 
the  different  branches  of  the  family, 
in  which  case  it  is  necessary  that  they 
should  all  concur  in  every  act,  in 
order  that  each  may  protect  the  inter- 
est he  was  appointed  to  guard.  These 
cases,  I  think,  warrant  the  conclusioa 
that  where  tlie  trust  or  authority  del- 
egated is  for  mere  private  puriioses, 
the  concurrence  of  all  interested  with 
the  power  is  necessary  to  its  due  exe- 
cution. " 

*  Battey  v.  Button,  13  Johns.  187; 
Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7  Cush.  247| 
Phippen  v.  Stickney,  3  Met.  384j 
Sweeney  v.  Vaudrey,  2  Mo.  App.  362. 
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of  the  parties  to  an  agreement  to  name  arbitrators  refuses 
to  name  his  part,  an  award  made  by  those  named  by  the 
other  party  is  irregular  and  void.^  An  award  signed  by 
two  of  three  arbitrators  in  the  presence  of  each  other, 
but  not  in  that  of  the  third,  and  by  the  third,  at  a  differ- 
ent time  and  place,  in  the  presence  of  only  one  of  the 
others,  is  invalid.''  The  report  of  a  majority  of  several 
referees  is,  however,  valid.'  If  a  cause  be,  by  a  rule  of 
court,  referred  to  certain  arbitrators,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
an  award  made  by  a  majority  of  the  referees  named  will 
not  be  vitiated  by  other  persons  not  named  in  the  rule 
of  reference  joining  in  and  signing  the  award.*  A 
referee's  report  need  not  be  signed  by  a  person  chosen  by 
the  parties  to  advise  and  assist  the  referee.^ 

§  3352.     Final  Unanimity  only  Necessary. — If  all  the 

arbitrators  agree  in  the  final  award,  it  is  immaterial  that 
they  were  not  unanimous  on  every  incidental  question 
which  may  have  arisen.®  And  the  process  by  which  they 
came  to  their  agreement  is  not  to  be  inquired  into.'  The 
dissent  of  one  arbitrator  from  the  finding  of  the  others 
must  be  expressed  at  or  before  the  time  of  publication  of 
the  award.* 

§  3353.  Arbitrator  must  Exercise  Judicial  Judgement 
and  Discretion — Cannot  Delegate  Authority.  —  Each  arbi- 
trator must  exercise  his  best  judgment  and  discretion  in 
coming  to  a  conclusion,^  and  cannot  delegate  the  decision 
to  another,  be  he  a  fellow-arbitrator  or  a  stranger.^"     But 


•  Copper  V.  Wells,  I  N.  J.  Eq.  10. 
'French   v.    Butler,    39    Mich.    79; 

Daniels  v.  Ripley,  10  Mich.  5i37. 

"  Billiiigton  V.  Spraguo  22  Me.  34; 
Lockart  v.  Kidd,  2  Mill  Const.  217; 
In  re  Farwell,  2  N.  H.  123;  Eastman 
V.  Burleigh,  2  N.  li.  484.  Contra, 
Tetter  v.  Rapesnyder,  1  Dall.  293. 

*  Carter  v.  Laws,  <k  Dev.  &  B. 
182. 

*  Dajjgy  V.  Cronnelly,  20  Ind.  474. 

•  Campbell  v.  Western,  .3  Paige,  124; 
Bean  v.  Wendell,  22  N.  H.  582. 


'  Camphell  v.  Western,  3  Paige,  124; 
Bean  v.  Wendell,  22  N.  H.  582. 

*  Canipbell  v.  Western,  3  Paige,  124; 
Jackson  V.  Gager,  5  Cow.  383;  Cox  v. 
Jagger,  2  Cow.  038;  14  Am.  Dec.  522. 

"Eads  V.  Williams,  24  L.  J.  Ch. 
531;  Brown  v.  Bellows,  4  Pick.  179. 

'•Lingoodr.  Eade,  2  Atk.  501;  Proc- 
tor w.  Wdliamson,  29  L.  J.  Com.  P.  157; 
Little  V.  Newton,  9  Dowl.  437;  Haff 
V.  Blossom,  5  Bosw.  559;  Whitemore 
t>.  Smitli,  5  Hurl.  &  N.  824;  7  Hurl. 
&  N.  509. 
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an  arbitrator  may  take  the  opinion  of  a  third  person 
whose  judgment  and  ability  he  relies  upon,  and  adopt  it 
as  his  own.*  He  may  consult  men  of  science,  or  call  in  a 
valuer  to  assist  him,  unless  prohibited  by  the  terms  of  the 
submission.'^  And  an  act  not  judicial,  but  merely  minis- 
terial, may  be  delegated.'  Thus  an  arbitrator  to  whom 
is  referred  a  suit  for  an  accounting  and  the  settlement  of 
a  copartnership  may  employ  other  persons  to  examine 
the  books.*  There  being  no  proof  that  the  award  as 
drawn  does  not  contain  just  what  the  arbitrators  agreed 
on,  the  fact  that  it  was  drawn  by  the  claimant's  attorney 
is  no  ground  of  objection.^ 

Illustrations. — Arbitrators  were  empowered  to  decide  on 
what  terras  a  building  lease  held  by  an  individual  under  a  cor- 
poration should  be  renewed.  They  awarded  that  the  corpora- 
tion should  put  the  premises  in  "  good  tenantable  repair,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  M.,  builder."  Held,  that  this  reference  of  repairs 
to  the  judgment  of  a  third  person  was  not  within  the  authority 
of  the  arbitrators,  and  made  the  award  bad :  Tomlin  v.  Forthcirh, 
6  Nev.  &  M.  594;  5  Ad.  &  E.  147.  And  see  Johnson  v.  Latham, 
1  Lown.  M.  &  P.  348j  19  L.  J.  Q.  B.  329. 

§  3354.  Irregfularities  in  Proceedings  may  be  Waived. 
— Irregularities  in  the  proceedings  of  arbitrators  may  be 
waived  by  the  parties."  Thus  by  appearing  and  proceed- 
ing  in  the  cause,  knowing  the  facts,  the  party  will  be 


'  Soulsby  V.  Hodgson,  3  Burr.  1474; 
Emery  v.  \Vase,  5  Ves.  Jr.  840;  Cale- 
donian R.  R.  Co.  V.  Lockhart,  3  Maeq. 
808;  Hopcraft  v.  Hickman,  2  Sim.  & 
St.  130;  Eads  v.  Williams,  24  L.  J.  Ch. 
531;  Ciiaplinv.  Kirwin,  1  Uall.  187. 

'  Caledonian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lockhart, 
3  Macq.  808. 

*  Rus.sell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
204;  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
169;  Thorp  v.  Cole,  2  Cromp,  M.  &  R. 
367;  Harvey  v.  Shelton,  7  Beav.  455; 
Moore  v.  Barnett,  17  Ind.  349;  Moore 
V.  Ewing,  1  N.  J.  L.  144;  1  Am.  Dec. 
195;  as  drawing  up  the  award. 

*  Moore  v.  Barnett,  17  Ind.  349. 

*  Kane  v.  Fond  du  Lac,  40  Wis.  495; 
Baker  v.  Cotterell,  7  Dowl.  &  L.  20; 
14  Jur.  1120;  18  L.  J.  Q.  B.  345. 


*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  A«arii, 
171;  Brown  v.  Leavitt,  2(3  Me.  :.'51: 
Hall  V.  Morris,  30  Tex.  280;  Cog-^wcll 
V.  Cameron,  136  Mass.  518.  In  Gra- 
ham V.  Graham,  12  Pa.  St.  128,  it  is 
said:  "That  the  doctrine  of  waiver  is 
applicable  to  proceedings  before  arbi- 
trators is  not  only  agreeable  to  reason, 
but  is  shown  by  a  variety  of  instances. 
An  umpire  may  not  be  chosen  by  lot, 
yet  a  choice  by  lot  will  be  sustained 
if  the  parties  knowingly  procee  1  tc  a 
hearing  before  him.  So  w.icre  two 
arbitrators  mistakingly  appoint  an 
umpire  instead  of  a  third,  a  party  who 
has  attended  the  meetings  will  not  be 
allowed  to  impeach  the  award.  There 
are  other  waivers  of  irregularity,  which 
it  would  be  superfluous  to  specify." 
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estopped  from  taking  advantage  of  irregularities  which 
otherwise  would  be  fatal;'  as,  for  example,  that  the  arbi- 
trator was  not  qualified;*  that  the  witnesses  were  not 
sworn;*  that  the  award  should  be  in  writing,  as  required 
by  the  submission;*  that  matters  not  included  in  the 
submission  were  heard  and  decided;®  that  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  third  arbitrator  was  not  made,  as  required, 
in  writing;*  that  another  person  had  been  substituted  as 
arbitrator;'  that  he  had  not  received  notice.^  So  defects 
in  the  proceedings  are  waived  by  ratifying  the  awfird  and 
executing  its  requirements.^ 

§3355.  When  Umpire  may  be  Appointed  —  Distin- 
guished from  Third  Arbitrator. — An  umpire  is  a  person 
whom  two  or  more  arbitrators,  authorized  by  the  submis- 
sion, 'select  to  decide  the  matter  in  controversy,  concern- 
ing which  the  arbitrators  are  unable  to  agree.  His  duty 
is  to  determine  the  issue  submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  on 
which  they  have  failed  to  agree,  and  to  make  the  award 
himself.  He  differs  from  a  third  arbitrator  in  this,  that 
the  latter  must  act  with  the  other  arbitrators,  while  the 
umpire  is  a  sole  arbitrator.'"    An  umpire  is  not  to  be 


^  Brooke  v,  Bannon,  3  Watts  &  S. 
382;  Perry  v.  Moore,  3  E.  D.  Smith, 
32;  Norton  t>.  Savage,  10  Me.  455; 
Valle  V.  11.  R.  37  Mo.  445;  Cutter  v. 
Whittemore,  10  Mass.  442;  Dorman 
V.  Turnpike  Co.,  3  Watts,  126;  Tracy 
t'.  Herrick,  25  N.  H.  381;  Browning 
V.  McManus,  1  Whart.  177;  Beinus  v, 
Clarke,  29  Pa.  St.  251 ;  Madison  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Griffin,  3  Ind.  277;  Christman  v. 
Moran,  9  Pa.  St.  487;  Sellickr.  Adams, 
15  Johns.  177;  Brown  ».  Bellows,  4  Pick. 
179;  Akridge  v.  Patillo,  44  Ga.  585; 
Deering  v.  Saco,  68  Me,  322. 

»  Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251;  Fox 
V.  Hazleton,  10  Pick.  275.  Or  not 
properly  appointed:  Mitchell  v.  Wil- 
helm,  6  Watts,  259.  Or  not  chosen 
in  time  limited  by  the  submission: 
Montague  v.  Smith,  13  Mass.  396. 

'  Maynard  v.  Frederick,  7  Gush. 
247;  Bergh  v.  Pfeififer,  Hill  &  D.  110; 
Pierce  v.  Perkins,  2  Dev.  £q.  250. 


♦French  v.  New,  20  Barb.  481; 
Tudor  V.  Scovill,  20  N.  H.  174. 

*  Woods  V.  Page,  37  Vt.  252. 

*  Knowlton  v.  Horner,  30  Me.  552. 
'  Hill  V.  Hill,   19  Miss.  610;  Hicks 

t>.  McDonnell,  99  Mass.  459. 

*  Page  V.  Banstead,  10  Allen,  295; 
Dickcrson  v.  Hays,  4  Blackf.  44; 
Shockey  v.  Glasford,  6  Dana,  9;  New- 
ton V.  West,  3  Met,  24;  Madison  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Griffin,  3  Ind,  277.  See  ante, 
§  3331. 

» McShane  r.  Gray,  13  Iowa,  504; 
Reynolds  v.  Roebuck,  37  Ala.  408; 
Henneigh  r.  Kramer,  50  Pa.  St.  530; 
Hoogs  V.  Morse,  31  Cal.  128.  The 
giving  of  a  note  for  the  amount  of  an 
award  is  a  waiver  of  irregularities  in 
the  arbitration  proceedings:  Miller  v. 
Brumbaugh,  7  Kan.  343. 

'•  Haven  v.  Winnisimmet  Co.,  11 
Allen,  377;  87  Am.  Dec.  723;  Bassett 
«.  Cunaiugham,  9  Gratt.  684;  Sbielda 


3355 


REMEDIES   AND    PROCEDURE. 


5322 


called  in  until  the  original  arbitrators  have  differed,  and 
then  only  to  decide  the  points  on  which  they  differ.  If 
he  is  called  in  before  they  disagree,  and  he  decides  upon 
the  whole  case,  the  award  is  bad.*  But  when,  by  the 
terms  of  the  submission,  in  case  of  the  disagreement  of 
the  arbitrators,  the  decision  is  devolved  upon  an  umpire 
clothed  with  all  the  power  of  £.n  arbitrator,  his  duties 
extend  to  the  determination  of  all  the  questions  sub- 
mitted.^ Where  an  umpire  is  provided  to  decide  points 
upon  which  the  arbitrators  may  disagree,  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  arbitrators  and  umpire  shall  sign  one  award.' 
But  a  stipulation  that  each  party  shall  elect  one  or  two 
arbitr/^'  who  shall  choose  a  third  or  a  fifth  one,  does 
not  ii  '  <  .at  the  award  will  be  valid  if  all  do  not  join 
therein.^ 

Illtjsi.  tion,^,  -A  submission  provided  that  each  party 
should  chuuoe  o'lu  refei'ee,  and  in  case  they  did  not  agree,  the 
two  referees  to  choose  a  third  one,  and  that  the  parties  should 
be  heard  before  said  referees.     Held,  that  the  third  referee  was 


V.  Renno,  1  Over.  313;  Mullins  v. 
Arnold,  4  Siieed,  262;  .Rison  v.  Berry, 

4  Rand.  "275;  Butler  v.  Mayor  of  New 
York,  1  Hill,  489;  Scudder  v.  Johnson, 

5  Mo.  551;  Graham  v.  Graham.  12  Pa. 
Sfc,  128;  Keana  v.  Rankin,  2  Bibb,  88; 
Lyon  V.  Blossom,  4  Duer,  318;  Day  v. 
Hammond,  57  N.  Y.  479;  15  Am.  Rep. 
522.  For  one  of  the  arbitrators  to 
join  iu  the  umpire's  award  is  mere 
surplusage,  and  does  not  affect  it: 
Boycr  V.  Amand,  2  Watts,  74;  King  v. 
Cook,  1  T.  U.  P.  Charlt.  28(5;  4  Am. 
Dec.  715;  Rison  v.  Berry,  4  Rund.  275; 
Frissell  v.  Fickles,  27  Mo.  557;  Kile  v. 
Chapin,  9  Ind.  150;  Tyler  v.  Webb, 
10  B.  Mon.  12.3.  InDayw.  Hammond, 
67  N.  Y.  479,  15  Am.  Rep.  522,  it  is 
said:  "The  cases  sometimes  refer  in- 
discriminately to  these  two  classes  of 
persons.  In  the  course  of  the  discus- 
sion the  cases  of  both  classes  will  be 
considered,  and,  also,  whether  there 
is  any  substantial  distinction  between 
them.  A  distinction  between  a  '  third 
arbitrator '  and  an  '  umpire  '  is  taken 
in  Lyon  v.  Blossom,  4  Duer,  318,  325. 
It  is  there  said,  '  When  an  umpire  haa 


been  duly  appointed,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  a  disagreement  of  the  arbi- 
trators, has  entered  on  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  the  authority  to  make 
a  final  decision  is  vested  exclusively 
in  him;  the  original  powers  of  the 
arbitrators  have  ceased  to  exist.  They 

a.Te /uDCti  officio But  when  two 

arbitrators,  unable  to  agree,  exercise 
a  power  given  by  the  submission  by 
appointing  a  third,  the  authority  to 
make  an  award  is  vested  in  them 
jointly;  and  even  when  an  award  made 
by  only  two  of  them  is  good,  it  must 
be  shown  to  be  the  result  of  their 
joint  deliberations.' " 

•  Traverse  v.  Beall,  2  Cranch  C.  C. 
113;  Royse  v.  McCall,  5  Bush,  C95; 
Crawford  v.  Orr,  84  N.  C.  24G.  And 
see  Half  v.  Blossom,  5  Bosw.  559; 
Mullins  V.  Arnold,  4  Sneed,  202. 

^  Crab  tree  v.  Green,  8  Ga.  8. 

»  Powell  V.  Ford,  4  Lea,  278.  And 
see  Scudder  v.  Johnson,  5  Mo.  551; 
Quay  V.  Weatcott,  60  Pa.  St. 
163. 

*  Willia  r.  Higginbotham,  61  Miss. 
164. 
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2  Cranch  C.  C. 
1,  5  Bush,  693; 


a  joint  arbitrator,  and  not  an  umpire:  Gaffyv.  Hnrtford  Bridge 
Co.,  42  Conn.  143.  A  building  contract  provided  that  in  case 
of  a  disagreement  between  the  parties  respecting  extra  work,  it 
should  be  appraised  by  two  persons,  and  if  the  appraisers  dis- 
agreed, then  an  umpire  should  decide.  Held,  that  an  award  of 
the  umpire  was  conclusive  as  to  the  amount:  Butler  v.  Mayor 
etc.,  1  Hill,  489;  1  Barb.  325.  Several  causes  were  referred,  by 
order  cf  the  court,  with  the  consent  of  the  parties,  to  A  and  B, 
and  in  case  of  disagreement  between  them,  then  to  an  umpire, 
to  decide  such  difference  for  their  arbitrament  and  award, 
which,  when  made  by  them,  or  their  umpire,  and  duly  certified 
by  them,  should  be  entered  as  the  judgment  of  the  court. 
Held,  that  on  the  disagreement  of  A  and  B,  the  whole  matter 
was  to  be  adjudged  by  the  umpire,  and  that  his  decision  was 
conclusive,  though  he  differed  from  both  the  arbitrators:  Bassett 
y.  Cunningham,  9  Gratt.  684. 

§  3356.  Appointment  of  Umpire.  —  Arbitrators  have 
no  inherent  power  to  appoint  an  umpire;  it  must  be 
given  them  by  the  submission;  otherwise  the  award  of 
the  umpire  would  be  a  nullity.^  The  umpire  must  be 
appointed  by  the  arbitrators  agreeing  upon  a  particular 
person.  It  will  not  do  to  choose  him  by  lot.'  If  they 
name  an  umpire,  and  he  refuse  to  act,  they  may  go  on 
appointing  another,  or  others,  until  some  one  accepts.' 
If  the  submission  is  by  parol,  the  appointment  of  umpire 
may  be  by  parol.*  The  arbitrators  may  make  choice  of 
an  umpire  before  they  have  lieard  the  case  or  have  dis- 
agreed.*    So  they  may  appoint  the  umpire  after  the  time 


)tham,  61  Mis3. 


'  Daniel  r.  Daniel,  6  Dana,  98;  Sharp 
V.  Lipsey,  2  Bail.  113;  McMahan  v. 
Spinuiug,  51  Ind.  187.  lu  a  submis- 
sion providing  that  certain  claims 
shall  "be  referred  to  the  final  decision 
and  arbitration"  of  parties  named, 
"and  an  umpire,  if  needful,^'  the  ar« 
bitrators  thus  appointed  are  author- 
ized to  appoint  an  umpire  in  rase  of 
their  disagreement:  Smith  v.  Morse, 
9  Wall.  76. 

» In  re  Cassell,  9  Barn.  &  C.  624; 
Ford  V.  Jones,  3  Barn.  &  Adol.  248; 
Graham  v.  Graham,  12  Pa.  St.  128. 
Though  it  seems  that  if  each  arbitrator 
names  a  person  to  whom  the  others  do 
not  object,  the  choice  may  be  by  lot: 


Neale  v.  Ledger,  16  East,  51.  When 
two  persons  are  ajipointed  arbitrators, 
and  it  is  provided  in  the  submission 
that  they  may  select  an  umpire,  it 
must  appear  on  the  face  of  the  award 
tliat  the  appoiutment  of  the  umpire 
was  the  concurrent  act  of  both  arbi- 
trators: Crisp  V.  Love,  Go  N.  C.  126. 

*  Cloud  r.  Sledge,  1  Bail.  105. 

*  Elemendorf  v.  Harris,  23  Wend. 
628;  35  Am.  Dec.  587.  See  Sharp  v. 
Lipsey,  2  Bail.  113. 

"  Rigden  v.  Martin.  6  Har.  &  J.  403; 
Butler  V.  Mayor,  1  Hill,  489;  Alexan- 
dria Canal  Co.  v.  Swann,  5  How.  90; 
Van  Cortlandt  v.  Underbill,  17  Johns.. 
406;  McKiustry  v.  Solomons,  2  Johns. 


t.^!: 
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for  making  their  award  has  expired,  if  before  the  time 
within  which  the  umpire's  award  is  to  be  made.* 

§  3357.  Umpire  must  Examine  Case  Himself — May 
Order  Rehearing. — The  umpire  must  himself  examine  the 
whole  case;  it  will  not  do  for  him  simply  to  hear  the  con- 
flicting opinions  of  the  arbitrators  and  decide  between 
them.'  The  parties  have  the  same  right  to  introduce  their 
evidence  and  to  be  heard  before  an  umpire  that  they  had 
before  the  arbitrators.'  In  some  early  cases  it  was  held 
that  the  umpire  must  rehear  the  whole  case.*  But  the 
better  ruld  now  adopted  is,  that  the  umpire  may  examine 
the  evidence  taken,  without  ordering  a  rehearing,  unless 
one  of  the  parties  ask  for  it.'  He  should  give  notice  to  the 
parties  of  the  hearing."  Arbitrators  may  award  as  to  part 
of  several  matters  submitted,  and  the  umpire  as  to  the 
residue.'     It  is  essential  to  the  validity  of  the  umpire's 

agreement  or  assent  by  the  parties  to 
the  controversy,  dispensing  with  a 
full  hearing  by  the  umpire,  it  is  his 
duty  to  hear  the  whole  case,  and  to 
make  a  distinct  and  independent  award 
thereon,  as  the  result  of  his  judgment. 
He  stands,  in  fact,  in  the  same  situation 
as  a  sole  arbitrator,  and  he  is  bound 
to  hear  and  determine  the  case  in  like 
manner  as  if  it  had  been  originally 
submitted  to  his  determination:  Wat- 
son on  Arbitration  and  Award,  3(1  ed,, 
100;  McKinstry  v.  Solomons,  2  Johns. 
57;  13  Johns.  27;  Bates  v.  Cooke,  9 
Barn.  &  C.  407;  In  re  Salkeld  and 
Slater,  12  Ad.  &  E.  767;  Passmore  v. 
Pettit,  4  Dall.  271." 

*  Daniel  v.  Daniel,  6  Dana,  93;  Small 
V.  Courtney,  1  Brev.  205. 

*  Falconer  v.  Montgomery,  4  Dall. 
232;  Passmore  v.  Pettit,  4  Dall.  271. 

*  Ranney  w.  Edwards,  17  Conn.  309; 
Knowlton  v.  Horner,  30  Me.  552; 
Graham  v.  Graham,  9  Pa.  St.  254;  49 
Am.  Dec.  657;  Daniel  v.  Daniel,  6 
Dana,  93. 

•Elmendorf  v.  Harris,  23  Wend, 
628;  36  Am.  Dec.  587;  Day  r.  Ham- 
mond, 67  N.  Y.  479;  16  Am.  Rep.  5'J2; 
Walker  v.  Walker,  28  Ga.  140;  Thorn- 
ton  V.  Chapman,  2  Cranch  C.  C.  244. 

T  Finney  v.  Millsr,  1  Bail.  81. 


67;  13  Johns.  27;  Bigelow».  Maynard, 
4  Cush.  317;  Bassett  v.  Cunningham, 
9  Gratt.  684;  Dudley  v.  Thomas,  23 
Cal.  365;  Newton  v.  West,  3  Met. 
(Ky.)  24;  Peck  v.  Wakely,  2  McCord, 
279;  Woodrow  v.  O'Connor,  28  Vt. 
776;  Stevens  «.  Brown,  82  N.  C. 
460. 

'  Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  218;  Morse  on  Arbitration 
and  Award,  244;  Richards  v.  Brock- 
enbrough,  1  Rand.  449. 

•  Crabtree  v.  Green,  8  Ga.  8;  Taber  v. 
Jenny,  Sprague,  315;  Frissellr.Fickles, 
27  Mo.  557;  Ingrahamr.  Whitmore,  75 
111.  24.  Contra,  Kile  v.  Chapin,  9  Ind. 
160;  Blood  v.  Shine,  2  Fla.  127.  In 
Haven  v.  Winnisimmet  Co.,  11  Allen, 
377,87  Am.  Dec.  723,  thecourtsay:  |'An 
umpire  is  a  person  whom  two  arbitra- 
tors, appointed  and  duly  authorized 
by  parties,  select  to  decide  the  matter 
in  controversy,  concerning  which  the 
arbitrators  are  unable  to  agree.  His 
province  is  to  determine  the  issue 
submitted  to  the  arbitrators  on  which 
they  have  failed  to  agree,  and  to  make 
an  award  thereon,  which  is  his  sole 
award.  Neither  of  the  original  arbi- 
trators is  required  to  join  in  the  award 
in  order  to  make  it  valid  and  binding 
on  the  puties.    In  the  absence  of  any 
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3e.*    But  the 


award  that  it  should  be  signed  by  the  umpire  selected. 
An  award  signed  by  the  two  arbitrators  named,  and  stat- 
ing that  they  had,  by  the  appointment  of  A  B  as  third 
and  final  arbitrator,  decided,  etc.,  is  not  an  award  upon 
which  the  court  will  order  judgment.*  But  the  fact  that 
an  arbitrator  adds  his  signature  to  the  award  of  an  um- 
pire does  not  vitiate  it  as  an  award  of  the  umpire.''  An 
award  made  by  an  umpire  before  the  day  appointed  for 
the  arbitrators  to  make  their  award  is  good.'  Upon  a 
motion  to  set  aside  the  award  of  an  umpire,  in  a  case 
where  the  arbitrators  had  disagreed,  the  court  will  not 
regard  any  irregular  and  improper  acts  of  the  arbitrators.* 


*  Jackson   v.    Merritt,  11  Abb.  Pr. 
370;  Daniel  v.  Daniel,  6  Dana,  93. 

*  Jenkins  v.  Meagher,  46  Miss.  84. 


•  Richards     v.     Brockenbrougb,     1 
Rand.  449. 

*  Crabtree  v.  Green,  8  Ga.  8, 


■.*^ 
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CHAPTER  CLXIII. 

DURATION  OF  AUTHORITY  OF  ARBITRATOR 

8UBMISSI0N. 


■  REVOCATION  OF 


§  3358.     Arbitration  limited  as  to  time  —  Power  of  arbitrators  expires  with 

that  time. 
§  3359,     Authority  of  arbitrators  expires  with  making  of  award. 
§  33G0.     Submission  revocable  before  award  made. 
§3361.     Revocation  by  act  of  law. 
§  3362.     Party  revoking  submission  liable  in  damages. 

§  3358.  Arbitration  Limited  as  to  Time  —  Power  of 
Arbitrators  Expires  with  that  Time.  —  If  tlie  submission 
or  rule  appointing  the  arbitrators  specifies  a  time  within 
which  an  award  or  report  is  to  be  made,  their  authority 
ceases  with  the  expiration  of  that  time,  and  they  have  no 
power  at  all  after  that  to  do  anything  in  the  matter.'  If 
the  submission  is  silent  as  to  when  the  award  is  to  be 
made,  the  arbitrators  may  take  their  own  time.^  But  on 
the  request  of  either  party  they  must  make  their  award 
within  a  reasonable  time;'  otherwise  their  authority  may 
be  revoked.*  So  although  a  submission  requires  an  award 
by  a  certain  day,  if  the  time  is  extended  by  consent  of  both 
parties,  an  award  after  the  day  named  will  be  sustained.' 


'  Brower  v.  Kingsley,  1  Johns.  Cas. 
334;  White  v.  Kimble,  3  N.  J.  L.  461; 
White  V.  Puryear,  10  Yerg.  441;  Hall 
V.  Hall,  3  Conn.  308;  Marshall  v. 
Powell,  9  Q.  B.  779;  Burnam  «.  Bur- 
nam,  6  Bush,  389;  Robinson  v.  O'Con- 
nor, 12  Neb.  405.  Contra,  Shaw  v. 
Pearce,  4  Binn.  485;  Keller  v.  Sut- 
rick,  22  Cal.  471;  Deitrichs  v.  R.  R. 
Co.,  13  Neb.  43. 

"Small  V.  Thurlow,  37  Me.  504; 
Harrington  v.  Rich,  6  Vt.  666;  Hard- 
ing V.  Wallace,  8  B.  Mon.  536;  White 
V.  Puryear,  10  Yerg.  441;  Tyson  v. 
Robinson,  3  Ired.  333.  And  being 
delivered  to  a  party  with  the  signature 
of  only  one  arbitrator,  it  may  after- 
ward* be  signed  by  the  other,  and  will 
thereupon begood:  Saundersv.  Heaton, 


12  Ind.  20;  Nichols  v.  Rensselaer  Ins. 
Co.,  22  Wend.  125;  Small  r.  Thurlow, 
37  Me.  504.  But  an  award  niaile 
twelve  years  after  the  submission  was 
held  invalid  in  Hook  r.  Pbilbrick,  23 
N.  H.  288. 

» In  Rogers  v.  Tatnm,  25  N.  J.  L 
285,  the  court  said:  "The  third  objec- 
tion is,  that  the  submission  is  void  be- 
cause no  time  is  specified  within  which 
the  award  shall  De  made.  It  is  not 
necessary.  Either  party  in  such  case 
may  request  the  arbitrators  to  proceed 
within  a  reasonable  time." 

♦Small  V.  Thurlow,  37  Me.  604; 
White  V.  Puryear,  10  Yerg.  441;  Cur- 
tis V.  Potts,  3  Maule  &  S.  145. 

0  Buntain  v.  Curtis,  27  111.  374. 


5327       DURATION    OF    AUTHORITY    OF   ARBITRATOR.       §  5359 


VOCATION  OF 


Illusthations.  —  A  submission  was  mnde  to  three  firbitrators, 
with  the  provision  that  the  award  should  be  in  writing,  signed 
by  the  three,  "or  any  two  of  tiiem,"  and  ready  for  delivery  by 
a  certain  day  fixed.  Only  two  of  the  three  arbitrators  met  and 
heard  the  parties.  The  tliird  had  due  notice  of  the  hearing, 
and  appeared,  but  declined  taking  any  part  in  the  proceedings. 
The  award  was  afterwards  made  by  the  two  who  heard  the 
tlie  case.  Held,  that  the  award  was  null:  Bulson  v.  Lohnes,  29 
N.  Y.  291.  The  condition  of  an  arbitration  bond  was  silent  as 
to  the  time  when  the  award  should  be  rendered.  An  acknowl- 
edgment in  the  penal  part  of  the  liond  thut  the  obligors  bound 
theniselves  to  pay  to  the  obligee  in  three  months  from  date 
was  held,  not  to  limit  the  power  of  the  arbitrators,  and  make  an 
award  void,  which  was  rendered  fter  three  months  had  elapsed: 
Armstrong  v.  Robinson,  5  Gill  &.  J,  412.  The  submission  did 
not  expressly  fix  the  time  for  making  the  award,  but  provided 
that  the  party  who  should  be  found  indebted  should  pay  the 
other  by  a  certain  day.  Held,  that  it  implied  a  limitation  on 
the  arbitrator's  power,  and  that  their  subsequent  proceedings, 
without  a  written  enlargement  of  the  time,  were  not  a  proceed- 
ing under  the  statute:  People  v.  Townsend,  5  How.  Pr.  315. 

§  3359.  Authority  of  Arbitrators  Expires  with  Mak- 
ing of  Award. — The  authority  of  the  arbitrutor  or  referee 
expires  with  the  making  and  publishing  of  his  award  or 
report.  After  that  he  can  do  nothing  more  in  reference 
to  the  subject-matter  or  his  award  or  report.*  He  cannot 
alter  it,  even   to  correct  mistakes.     But  a  certificate  in 


'  Woodbury  v.  Northy,  3  Greenl. 
85;  14  Am.  Dec.  214;  Aldrich  v.  Jessi- 
man,  8  N.  H.  516;  Indiana  etc.  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Bradley,  7  Ind.  49;  Lansdale  v. 
Kendall,  4  Dana,  613;  Cleveland  v. 
Dixon,  4  J.  J.  Marsh.  226;  Smith  v. 
Smith,  28  111.  56;  Butler  v.  Bogles,  10 
Humph.  155;  51  Am.  Dec.  697;  French 
V.  Moseley,  1  Litt.  248;  Fitzgerald  v, 
Fitzgerald,  Hardin,  227;  Clement  v. 
Rohraback,  15  Pa.  St.  116;  Doke  v. 
James,  4  N.  Y.  568;  Ward  v.  Gould, 
6  Pick.  291;  Bigelow  v.  Maynard,  4 
Cush.  317;  Thompson  v.  Mitchell,  35 
Me.  286;  Bodge  v.  Hull,  59  Me.  228; 
Goodell  V.  Raymond,  27  Vt.  241;  Pat- 
ton  V.  Baird,  7  Ired.  Eq.  222;  Eaton  v. 
Eaton,  8  Ired.  Eq.  102.  CoiUra, 
Hazeltine  v.  Smith,  3  Vt.  535.  "Ar- 
bitrators exhaust   their  power  when 


they  make  a  final  determination  on 
the  matters  submitted  to  them. 
They  have  no  power,  after  having 
made  an  award,  to  alter  it;  the  author- 
ity conferred  on  them  is  then  at  an 
end " :  Bayne  v.  Morris,  1  Wall.  97. 
In  Irvine  v.  Elnon,  8  East,  54,  Lord 
Ellenborough  said  that  "the  arbitra- 
tor's authority,  having  been  once  com- 
pletely exercised  pursuant  to  the  terms 
of  the  reference,  was  at  an  end,  and 
could  not  be  revived  again,  even  fn 
the  purpose  of  correcting  a  mistaken 
calculation  of  figures."  Matters  which 
have  occurred  subsequent  to  the  mak- 
ing of  an  award  cannot  be  set  up 
against  the  award  by  way  of  answer 
to  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  judgment 
should  not  be  rendered  on  the  award: 
Beeber  v.  Bevan,  80  lad.  31. 
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regard  to  costs  attached  subsequently  will  be  treated  as 
surplusage.*  So  he  may,  after  delivery,  correct  a  mere 
clerical  error  of  omission  not  affecting  the  merits.'  There 
is  no  objection  to  arbitrators  making  first  a  preliminary, 
then  a  final,  award,  where  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
render  it  proper,  and  the  submission  is  broad  enough  to 
warrant  such  course.'  And  the  power  of  arbitrators 
not  terminated  by  delivery  to  the  parties  of  an  informal 
statement  of  their  conclusions.'*  The  vacating  of  the 
award  does  not  revive  the  arbitrator's  authority.* 

Illustrations.  —  Arbitrators,  having  made  and  delivered 
their  award,  discovered  afterwards  that  they  had  passed  on  mat- 
ters not  submitted  to  them.  They  thereupon  made  a  new  and 
correct  award.  Held,  that  the  latter  was  a  nullity,  their  powers 
being  at  an  end  on  the  making  of  the  first:  Doke  v.  Jamea^  4 
N.  Y.  568.  Arbitrators,  after  signing,  sealing,  and  reading  their 
award,  but  before  delivery,  reconsidered  the  award,  upon  the 
objection  of  one  of  the  parties  interested,  and  reduced  the 
amount,  and  again  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  it.  Held^  that 
the  latter  award  was  the  true  one:  Byars  v.  Thompson,  12  Leigh. 
550. 

§  3360.    Submission  Revocable  before  Award  Made. 

Before  the  award  is  made  the  arbitrator's  authority  may 
bo  revoked.  Any  of  the  parties  to  the  submission, 
whether  it  be  by  deed  or  by  parol,  may  at  any  time  before 
the  award  is  made  revoke  it,*  even  if  the  submission  pro- 
vides  that  it   shall   be  irrevocable.^    If  the  submission 


i1 


>  Dudley  v.  Thomas,  23  Cal.  365; 
Lansdale  v.  Kendall,  4  Dana,  613; 
Aldrich  v.  Jessiman,  8  N.  H.  516; 
Woodbury  v.  Northy,  3  Me.  85. 

» Goodell  V.  Raymond,  27  Vt.  241; 
Henley  v.  Menefee,  10  W.  Va.  771. 

"  Truesdale  v.  Straw,  58  N.  H.  207. 

*  Bodge  V.  Hull,  69  Me.  225. 

*  Calvert  v.  Carter,  18  Md.  73; 
Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
228. 

«  Asyinwall  v.  Tousey,  2  Tyler,  328; 
Tyson  v.  Robinson,  3  Ired.  333;  Peter 
V.  Craig,  6  Dana,  307;  Bank  of  Mon- 
roe V.  Widner,  11  Paige,  529;  43  Am. 
Dec.  708;  Leonard  v.  House,  15  Ga. 
473;    Erie  v.    Tracy,   2    Grant    Gas. 


20;  Allen  v.  Watson,  16  Johns. 
205;  Power  v.  Power,  7  Watts,  205; 
Marseilles  v.  Kenton,  17  Pa.  St.  288; 
Wallis  V.  Carpenter,  13  Allen,  19; 
Marsh  v.  Packer,  20  Vt.  198;  Davis  v. 
Miixwell,  27  Ga.  368;  Johnson  v.  An- 
dreas, 5  Phila.  8;  Bray  v.  English,  1 
Conn.  198;  Keyes  v.  Fulton,  42  Vt. 
159;  Seely  v.  Pelton,  63  111.  101;  Dilks 
V.  Hammond,  86  Ind.  563;  People  v. 
Nash,  112  N.  Y.  310;  7  Am.  St.  Rep. 
747;  Jones  v.  Harris,  59  Miss.  214; 
Com.  U.  A.  Co.  V.  Hocking,  115  Pa. 
St.  407;  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  562. 

'  Tobey  v.  County  of  Bristol,  3 
Story,  800;  Power  v.  Power,  7  Watts, 
205.     An  agreement  iu  a  submissioa 
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be  under  seal,  so  also  must  the  revocation,  and  a  submis- 
sion in  writing  must  be  revoked  in  writing,  while  a  verbal 
submission  may  bo  revoked  verbally.'     The  revocation 
must  bo  express  and  positive,  and  coupled  with  no  con- 
ditions wluitever.'     But  when  it  is  done  by  writing,  it  is 
siifficiont  if  enough  appear  to  show  an  intention  to  re- 
voke.'    Notip(>  of  the  revocation  must  be  given   to  the 
arbitrators,  to  make  it  eHectivo.*     An  agreement  to  refer 
to  arbitration  a  matter  upon  which  an  award  has  been 
made  under  a  previous  agreemen'    li  preijumcd  to  be  a 
waiver  of  the  first  award,  and  no  action  will  lie  upon  that 
award,  although  no  valid  award  is  made  under  the  second 
agioement.'      Where  a  covenant   to  arbitrate   does   not 
make  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators  binding,  while  an 
agreement  to  submit  does,  the  award  must  be  deemed  to 
follow  the  agreement,  not  the  covenant,  and  the  submis- 
sion is  revocable  before  award  made.'     A  nolce  of  revo- 
cation should  be  served  on  the  arbitrators  before  their 
a\vard  lias  been  agreed  upon.     Subsequent  service,  though 
made  before  the  award  has  boeu  reduced  to  writing,  is  of 
no  effect.^ 

A  reference  by  rule  of  court  is  not  revocable  except  by 
the  court;'  nor  is  a  submission  after  it  is  made  a  rule 
of  court.'  In  New  York  the  submission  cannot  be  re- 
voked after  the  cause  has  been  finally  submitted,"  nor  in 


tluit  the  arbitrators  may  proceed  fx 
■pirte  if  either  party  neglects  to  ap- 
pear (Iocs  not  make  the  submipsion 
irruvociible:  Boston  etc.  R.  11.  Co.  v. 
R.  H.  Co.,  139  Mass.  463. 

'  Rilyea  r.  Ramsay.  2  Wend.  602; 
Howanl  r.  Coojjer,  1  Jlill,  44;  Sutton 
t.  TyiroU,  10  Vt.  91;  Mullins  v.  Ar- 
noM,  4  Siieed,  262;  Brown  v.  Leavitt, 
2t)  Me.  251 ;  Van  Antwerp  v.  Stewart, 
S.Jnlina.  12.');  McFarlane  v.  Cushman, 
21  Wis.  401:  Evans  v.  Cheek,  3  Hayw. 
(Tenu.)  42;  Shroyer  v.  Bash,  57  Ind. 
349. 

» Goodwine  v.  Miller,  32  Ind.  419. 

•  Fiets  V.  Frets,  1  Cow.  335. 

♦Allen  V.  Watson,  10  Johns.  203; 
Brown  v.  Leavitt,  26  Me.  251. 


'Rollins  r.  Townseud,  118  Mass. 
224. 

«  Sherman  r.  Cobb,  15  R.  I.  570. 

'  Buukwalterv.  Russell,  110  Pa.  St. 
495. 

»  Dexter  v.  Young,  40  N.  H.  i:^0; 
Haskell  (>.  Wliitiiey,  12  Mass.  47; 
Cumberland  v.  North  Yarmouth,  4 
Greeul.  450;  Tyson  v.  Robinson,  3 
Ired.  33:?;  Bray  r.  Engli.sh.  1  Conn. 
408;  Phillips  r.  Siiipley,  1  liland,  516; 
Keavy  r.  Sliisler,  8  Phila.  54;  Master- 
son  V.  Kidwell,  2  Cranch  C.  C.  669. 

•  Frets  V.  Frets,  1  Cow.  335. 

'•  Bank  v.  Widiier,  1 1  Paige,  529;  43 
Am.  Dec.  768;  Heath  v.  Gold  Ex- 
change, 7  Abb.  Pr.,  N.  S.,251;  Bloomer 
V.  Sherman,  5  Paige,  675. 
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Ohio,  after  the  arbitrators  are  sworn;'   and  a  statutory 
submission  is  not  revocable  in  some  states.^     It  is  always 
too  late  after  the  award  is  made.'    And  where,  by  the  sub- 
mission,  the  award  was  to  be  made  and  published  to  the 
parties  on  or  before  a  certain  day,  and  the  arbitrator  made 
an  award  before  that  day,  but  before  it  was  published  to 
both  parties  one  of  them  revoked  the  submission,  it  was 
held  that  the  revocation  was  too  late.'*     A  reference  made 
in  consideration  of  the  discontinuance  of  proceedings  in 
court  by  one  of  the  parties,  or  for  a  consideration  of  some 
kind,  js  not  revocable.     It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  contract 
which  cannot  be  rescinded  by  onr    lone.'    Thus  an  agree- 
ment to  do  certain  things,  and    .   arbitrate  concerning  a 
part  of  them,  executed  in  part,  cannot  be  rescinded  as  to 
the  arbitration  after  a  hearing  and  argument.'     And  a 
general  agreement  to  refer  to  arbitration  cannot  be  re- 
voked by  one  of  the  parties.'    Where  several  i  »intly  sub- 
case in  hand  the  plaintiff  had  instituted 
proceedings  in  chancery  to  com  pi  1  a 
settlement    of    partnership    accuurits 
which  had  been  for  some  time  pro- 
crastinated, but  as  they  approacIie<l  n 
close,    he  agreed   to  discontinue  the 
proceedings,  which  of  course  subjooteJ 
him  to  the  costs,  and  with  the  defeml- 
ants  agreed  to  enter  into  an  aiiiicalile 
action  of    account  render,    and  sub- 
mit the  matters  in  controversy  to  an 
\impire  named,  whose  decision  was  to 
be  tinal  and  conclusive  without  aiipual, 
and   judgment  to  be  entered   by  the 
Itrothonotary.     It   is  (juite  apparent 
that  tlie  plaintiff  was  induced  to  agree 
to  discontinue  his  proceedings  in  chan- 
cery by  the  substituti<m  of  this  ami- 
cable taction,  and  tliat  he  never  wouhl 
have  entered  into  tlie  agreement  if  lie 
had  not  believed  the  substituted  pro- 
ceedings were  to  be  final  and  bimliii;; 
mutually.    There  are  other  matters  in 
the  agreement  which   give  it  tlie  in- 
delible marks  of  a  mutual  contract  ou 
sufficient  consideration. " 

•Haley  v.  Bellamy,  137  Mass. 
357. 

'  Piercy  v.  Young,  L.  R.  14  Cli.  D, 
200;  42  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  710;  Christie  v. 
Noble,  L.  R.  14  Ch.  D.  203, 


'  Carey  v.  Montgomery  Co.,  19  Ohio, 
245;  Montgomery  Co.  v,  Carey,  1  Ohio 
St.  463. 

^Bash  V.  Christian,  84  Ind,  180; 
Shroyer  v.  Bash,  57  Ind.  349. 

"  Tobey  v.  County  of  Bristol,  3  Story, 
800;  Marsh  v.  Packer,  20  Vt.  198; 
Clement  v.  Hadlock,  13  N.  H.  185. 

♦  Hunt  V.  Wilson,  6  N.  H.  .36. 

*  Bank  of  Monroe  v.  Widner,  11 
Paige,  529;  43  Am.  Dec.  768;  Mc- 
Gheehen  v.  Duffield,  6  Pa.  St.  497;  the 
court  saying:  "There  can  be  no  doubt 
or  question  about  the  right  of  a  party 
to  a  submission  to  revoke  it  before  it 
is  consummated.  It  has  been  assimi- 
lated by  the  courts  to  the  case  of  any 
other  power  which  is  naked  and  with- 
out consideration;  whether  upon  suffi- 
cient grounds  of  policy  or  similarity,  it 
is  not  for  me  to  question.  The  court 
take  the  law  aa  they  find  it.  But  in 
the  case  at  bar  it  was  not  a  naked 
power  or  submission.  It  assumed  the 
form  of  a  contract  upon  sufficient  con- 
sideration, and  was  therefore  beyond 
the  dominion  of  either  party  after  its 
execution.  Its  rescission  required  the 
consent  of  both:  Hunt  v.  Rousmanier, 
8  Wlieat.  174;  Monongahela  Nav.  Co. 
*.  Feuloa,  4  Watts  &  S.  205.     In  t'ae 
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rait  their  claim  to  arbitration,  constituting  together  the 
party  of  one  part,  revocation  can  only  be  made  by  them 
jointly.* 

§  3361.  Revocation  by  Act  of  Law.  —  The  death  of 
the  arbitrator  or  referee,  or  of  one  of  several  arbitrators 
or  referees,  revokes  the  submission.''  But  not  if  subse- 
quent to  the  award.' 

The  death  of  a  party  to  the  submission  before  the  award 
is  made  revokes  it.*  But  a  reference  of  a  lis  pendens  by 
rule  of  court  will  not  abate  by  the  death  of  a  party  after 
a  report  but  before  a  final  decree  is  entered;'  and  the  ref- 
erence does  not  abate  where  the  action  survives,  or  is 
continued  by  the  administrator.^  At  common  law  the 
death  .1  a  party  does  not  operate  as  a  revocation  of  a 
submission,  where  the  arbitrator  is  in  the  situation  of  a 
person  appointed  by  vendor  and  purchaser  to  fix  the 
value  and  price  of  an  estate  sold.'  The  death  of  one  of 
several  plaintiffs  in  a  cause  referred  will  not  revoke  the 
authority  of  the  referees.*    Where  a  partnership  is  a  party 
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'  Bohertson  v.  McNeil,  12  Wend. 
578.  Contra,  dictum  in  Brown  v.  Leav- 
itt,  26  Me.  251. 

» Sutton  V.  Tyrrell,  10  Vt.  91; 
Potter  V.  Sterrett,  24  Pa.  St.  411, 
where  a  cause  is  referred  by  consent 
of  parties.  Otherwise  where  the  ref- 
ereuce  is  by  order  of  court;  in  such 
case,  a  new  referee  must  be  appointed 
and  the  trial  begun  anew:  Devlin  v. 
New  York,  C2  How.  Pr.  163;  9  Daly, 
334. 

'Cartledger.  Cutliff,  21  Ga.  1. 

*  Marseilles  v.  Kenyon,  1 7  Pa.  St. 
238;  Power  v.  Power,  7  Watts,  205; 
Tyson  v.  Robinson,  8  Ired.  333;  Dex- 
ter V.  Young,  40  N.  H.  130;  Cain  v. 
Pullam,  1  Hayw.  (N.  C.)  173;  Mcln- 
tire  V.  Morris,  14  Wend.  70;  Bailey  v. 
Stewart,  3  Watts  &  S.  560;  39  Am. 
Dec.  50;  Whitfield  v.  Whitfield,  8 
Ired.  163;  47  Am.  Dec.  350;  Toussaint 
V.  Hortop,  7  Taunt.  571.  A  submis- 
sion is  not  revoked  by  the  death  of  a 
party  after  award  made,  but  not  con- 
firmed by  the  court:  Baah  v.  Chris- 
tian, 77  Ind.  290. 


*  Baker  v.  Crockett,  Hardin,  388. 
See  Farmer  v.  Frey,  4  McCord,  160. 

"  Bacon  v.  Crandon,  15  Pick.  79; 
Ruston  r.  Dunwoody,  1  Binn.  42.  And 
see  Moore  v.  Webb,  6  Heisk.  301. 

'  Caledonian  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Lockhart, 
3  Macq.  808. 

^  Freeborn  v.  Denman,  8  N.  J.  L. 
116.  In  Freeborn  v.  Denman,  the 
court  said:  "  The  second  objection 
urged  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  in 
error  is,  that  the  death  of  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  below  revoked  the  submis- 
sion, aiid  that  the  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings were  therefore  erroneous  and 
illegal.  This  objection  is  formidable, 
because  it  attacks  tht  substance,  — the 
authority  of  the  referees.  In  support 
of  it,  the  counsel  has  relied  ou  the 
doctrine  that  there  may  be  an  implied 
as  well  as  an  express  revocation  of  a 
submission  to  arbitration:  1  liac.  Abr. 
134,  Arbitration  and  Award,  IJ;  and 
upon  the  cases  of  Potts  v.  Ward,  1 
^larsh.  336,  and  of  Toussaint  v.  Har- 
top,  7  Taunt.  571,  in  which  it  was 
held  that  the  death  of  the  defendant 


S3361 


REMEDIES   AND   PROCEDURE. 


5332 


to  a  submission,  and  one  of  the  partners  dies,  the  sur- 
vivors may  proceed.^ 

The  insanity  of  a  party  revokes  the  authority  of  the 
arbitrator.^ 

The  institution  of  a  suit  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the 
arbitration  has  been  held,  in  Kentucky  and  Illinois,  to 
revoke  the  submission.'  But  a  different  conclusion  has 
been  reached  in  Vermont*  and  New  Jersey.' 

Marriage  of  a  feme  sole,  a  party  to  the  arbitration,  re- 
vokes the  arbitrator's  authority.*  The  refusal  of  the  ar- 
bitrator to  act  revokes  the  authority.^  If  arbitrators  with 
power,  in  case  of  disagreement,  to  appoint  an  additional 
arbitrator  do  not  make  an  award  in  a  reasonable  time, 
but  do  not  refuse  to  appoint  the  umpire,  neither  party 
to  the  reference  is  in  a  situation  to  revoke  the  submis- 
sion, and  the  matters  may  therefore  be  considered  as 
pending.' 


before  the  making  of  the  award  was 
a  revocation  of  the  authority  of  an 
arbitrator  acting  under  a  submission 
by  order  at  nisi  priua,  and  where  a 
verdict  had  been  taken  subject  to  the 
award.  To  these  cases  may  be  added 
Cooper  V.  Johnson,  2  Barn.  &  Aid. 
394,  where  a  similar  decision  was 
made.  But  in  the  case  stated  of  an 
implied  revocation  by  the  marriage 
of  a  Jeme  sole,  an  actual  revocation 
was  within  the  power  of  the  party; 
and  in  the  cases  where  the  death  was 
held  a  revocation,  the  party  dying 
was  the  sole  defendant,  and  not  one 
of  several  defendants.  No  case  was 
cited  at  the  bar,  nor  have  I  found  one 
in  the  exercise  of  some  diligence,  where 
the  death  of  one  of  several  plaintiffs 
or  defendants  has  been  held  to  affect 
the  power  of  the  arbitrator.  Nor  can 
the  effect  of  the  death  of  liie  sole 
party  be  considered  as  entirely  settled 
in  Westminster  Hall;  for  in  the  case 
of  Bower  v.  Taylor,  7  Taunt.  574,  the 
court  of  kings  bench  refused  to  set 
aaide  an  award  made  after  tlie  death 
of  one  of  the  parties,  where  a  verdict 
had  been  taken  subject,  by  an  order  of 
nisi  prius,  to  a  reference,  although  a 


notice  not  to  proceed  in  the  reference 
had  been  given  by  the  attorney  of 
the  plaintiff'  to  the  attorney  of  the 
defendant,  and  judgment  was  entered 
up  with  a  suggestion  of  the  death  of 
the  party. " 
»  Emerson  v.  Udall,  8  Vt.  357. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
235;  Sutton  v.  Tyrrell,  10  Vt.  91. 

=*  Peter  v.  Craig,  6  Dana,  307;  Paul- 
son V.  Mauske,  24  111.  App.  95.  The 
entry  of  an  action  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  party's  riglits,  slioukl 
the  arbitration  be  fruitless,  will  not 
have  this  effect:  Suttou  v.  Tyrrell, 
10  Vt.  91. 

*  Sutton  V.  Tyrrell,  10  Vt.  91. 

*  Knaus  V.  Jenkins,  40  N.  J.  L.  288; 
29  Am.  Rep.  237. 

«  Sutton  V.  Tyrrell,  10  Vt.  91;  Mar- 
seilles V.  Kenton,  17  Pa.  St.  2:VS;  Ab- 
bott V.  Keith.  11  Vt.  525;  Biiluy  i. 
Stewart,  8  Watts  &  S.  500;  39  Am. 
Dec.  50;  McCan  v.  Ferrall,  8  Clark  & 
F.  30. 

'  llelyea  v.  Ramsay,  2  Wend.  G02; 
Chapman  v.  Seecomb,  36  Me.  lOi'; 
Crawsliay  v.  Collins,  3  Swanst.  Ut); 
Brown  v.  Welcker,  1  Cold.  197. 

'  Small  V.  Thurlow,  37  Me.  504. 
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§  3362.  Party  Revoking  Submission  Liable  in  Dam- 
ages.  — The  party  revoking  the  submission  is  liable  to 
the  other  in  damages  as  for  a  breach  of  contract,*  who 
IS  entitled  to  recover  all  damages  arising  from  the  revo- 
cation, including  loss  of  time,  trouble  and  expenses  in- 
curred,  his  expenses  for  witnesses,  and  counsel  fees." 

r.    P^ei  Tco^.^l^;ill;J;'':    S[e*5?l'""'=  ^'^""^  "  ''''''''''  ^^ 

^ell'u  Vk  ?8^V?lfn'"  "•  "^     Jf"^'  '■  J"'-«-   Canal  Co..  53 
^\tm^-Tt'';XZ^^^\    f,f  •  '^-'    C^"  -  Harper.  69  Me. 
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§  3391.  Award  final  as  to  all  matters  submitted  —  Different  rale  in  some  states. 

§  3392.  Award  of  chattels  vesta  title. 

§  3393.  But  not  award  of  laud. 

§  3394.  Effect  of  award  as  to  strangers  to  submission. 
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§  3396.  Performance  of  award. 
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other. 
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§  3399.  Defenses  to  action. 
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i  3403.  Or  vacated  on  motion. 
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§  3363.  Form  of  Award  — No  Technical  Form  Neces- 
sary.—Where  the  submission  requires  no  form,  no  par- 
ticular  form  of  language  in  making  the  award  is  necessary. 
"  Any  form  of  words  which  amounts  to  a  decision  of  the 
questions  submitted  is  good  as  an  award;  no  technical 
expressions  are  necessary,  nor  any  introductory  recitals."' 
It  is  not  necessary  that  the  award  should  expressly  de- 
clare that  the  arbitrators  have  decided  the  questions  sub- 
mitted; it  is  sufficient  that  this  should  appear  from  the 
contents  oi  the  award,  or  can  be  implied  from  its  lan- 
guage.'' Thus  an  award  of  costs  to  one  side,  without  more, 
is  equivalent  to  a  finding  of  the  issue  in  his  favor.'  And 
the  following  have  been  held  sufficient:  "I  am  of  opinion 
that  XI.  is  entitled  to  claim  of  B"  a  certain  sum;*  "  G.  P. 
is  to  give  up  the  note  which  he  holds  against  N.  S.  & 
Co.";^  "  I  have  surveyed  and  estimated  the  several  works 
necessary  to  be  done  in  repairing  the  dilapidations  to 
the  house,  etc.,  and  find  the  same  amount  to  the  sum  of," 
etc.* 

§  3364.  Award  may  be  Oral  —  Exceptions. — An  award 
may  be  orally  made,'  even  where  the  submission  is  in 
writing  or  by  deed.*  A  written  award  may  be  necessary, 
though  not  called  for  in  the  submission  in  express  terms;' 


1  Ott  V.  Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  483; 
Price  V.  Hollis,  1  Maiile  &  S.  105; 
Smith  V.  Hartley,  10  Com.  B.  800; 
Coxe  V.  Luncly,  1  N.  J.  L.  255;  Piatt 
r.  Smith,  14  Johns.  368;  Rogers  v. 
Tatum,  25  N.  J.  L.  281;  Muuro  v. 
Alaire,  2  Caines,  .320. 

'^  Caldwell  v.  Dickinson,  1 3  Gray, 
3G5;  Hanson  v.  Webber,  40  Mo.  194. 

■^  Buckland  v.  Conway,  10  Mass. 
39C;  Stickles  v.  Arnold,  1  Gray,  418; 
Rixford  V.  Nye,  20  Vt.  132;  Lam- 
phire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420. 

*  Matson  v.  Trower,  Ryan  &  M.  17. 

»  Piatt  V.  Smith,  14  Johns.  368. 

«  Whitehead  v.  Tattersall,  1  Ad.  & 
E.  491. 

'  Valentine  v.  Valentine,  2  Barb. 
Ch.  430;  Philbrick  v.  Preble,  18  Me. 


255;  36  Am.  Dec.  718;  McManus  v. 
McCuUoch,  6  Watts,  357;  Jones  v. 
Dewey,  17  N.  H.  596:  Gay  v.  Walt- 
man,  89  Pa.  St.  453;  Phelps  v.  Dolau, 
76  111.  90. 

*  Marsh  v.  Packer,  20  Vt.  198; 
Goodell  V.  Raymond,  27  Vt.  241. 
Mr.  Morse  (Morse  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  256)  lays  it  down  that  an 
oral  award  is  good  except  in  three 
cases:  1.  Where  it  is  required  to  be 
in  writing  by  statute;  2.  Where  the 
submission  calls  for  a  written  award. 
3,  Where  the  right  to  be  disposed  of 
is  by  its  own  nature  capable  of  bein<; 
disposed  of  only  by  a  sealed  instru- 
ment. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
257. 


( 
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as,  for  example,  where  the  award  is  required  to  be 
"signed"  by  the  arbitrators.*  An  award  which  deter- 
mines the  title  to  or  disposes  of  any  interest  in  real  estate 
must  be  in  writing.'  Where  the  submission  requires  the 
award  to  be  in  writing,  and  there  is  a  written  award  as 
to  part  and  a  parol  award  as  to  tlie  remainder  of  the 
matters  submitted,  the  awards  are  insuflBcient.'  The  fact 
that  one  party,  by  consenting  to  a  verbal  award,  induced 
the  arbitrators  to  make  such  an  award  does  not  estop 
him  from  objecting  that  the  matters  in  controversy  coulJ 
not  be  determined  by  a  verbal  award.* 

§  3365.  Need  not  be  Sealed  or  Witnessed —  Signing.— 
An  award  need  not  be  sealed*  nor  witnessed.®  The  fact 
that  a  submission  to  arbitration  is  under  seal  does  not 
make  it  necessary  that  the  award  should  also  be  under 
seal.  It  is  never  necessary  that  an  award  should  be  under 
seal,  unless  it  is  required  by  the  terms  of  the  submission 
or  by  statute.''  But  if  the  submission  requires  that  the 
award  shall  be  under  seal,  the  omission  of  a  seal  renders 
it  void.'  If  an  award  in  writing  is  not  signed  by  the  ar- 
bitrators, it  is  not  binding  on  the  parties.' 


'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
257. 

^  Philbrick  v.  Preble,  18  Me.  255; 
36  Am.  Deo.  718;  Jouea  v.  Dewey,  17 
N.  H.  596.  See  Peabody  v.  Rice,  113 
Mass.  .SI. 

■'  Tudor  V.  Scovell,  20  N.  H.  174. 

*  French  v.  New,  2  Abb.  App. 
20!). 

*Owen  V.  Boerum,  23  Barb.  187; 
McAdams  v.  Stilwell,  13  Pa.  St.  90. 
If  required  by  statute,  the  seal  may  be 
annexed  after  delivery:  Power  v.  Cofif- 
man,  23  Gratt.  871.  And  see  Price  v. 
Kirby,  1  Ala.  184. 

"  Valle  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  37  Mo.  445; 
Hedrick  v.  Judy,  23  Ind.  548.  Aliter 
by  statute:  New  Albany  etc.  R.  R. 
Co,  V.  McPheters,  12  Ind.  472;  Es- 
tep  V,  Larsh,  16  Ind.  82;  Newman  v. 
Labeaume,  9  Mo.  29;  Field  v.  Oliver, 
4:t  Mo.  200.  But  the  attestation  is  a 
furtiiality  which  may  be  afterwards 


supplied:  Tucker  v.  Allen,  47  Mo. 
488.  An  award  required  by  the  terms 
of  the  submission  to  be  attested  by  a. 
subscribing  witness  signed  by  three 
arbitrators,  but  attested  as  to  two  of 
them  only,  was  sustained  as  being 
valid  as  the  award  of  those  two,  in  Ott 
V.  Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  482;  4  Barb. 
250. 

'  White  V.  Fox,  29  Conn.  570;  Cnb- 
tree  v.  Green,  8  Ga.  8. 

*  Price  i>.  Thomas,  4  Md.  514;  .Stan- 
ton V.  Henry,  11  Johns.  133;  Re;i  v. 
Gibbons,  7  Serg.  &  R.  204.  But  one 
seal  for  all  the  arbitrators  has  hton 
held  sufficient;  Cheney  v.  Gates,  12 
Vt.  505.  In  \V  est  Virginia  an  awiin! 
valid  in  other  respects  is  not  invalid 
because  not  made  under  seal,  tli(in2!i 
required  to  be  so  made  by  the  suli- 
mission:  Mathews  w.  Miller,  25  W.  Va. 
817. 

*  State  V.  Gurnee,  14  Kan.  111. 
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Conn.  570;  Cnb- 


§  3366.  Award  need  not  Give  Reasons  nor  Recite 
Proceedings.  —  Tlie  award  must  contain  the  actual 
decision  of  the  arbitrators,  but  not  necessarily  the  rea- 
sons for  the  decision,'  nor  the  processes  by  which  they 
arrived  at  their  findings  of  fact.''  Arbitrators  are  not 
bound  to  find  the  facts,  or  to  state  them  separately  from 
their  conclusions  of  law;*  nor  to  supplement  the  general 
finding  by  special  answers  to  specific  questions  dictated  by 
counsel.*  The  duty  of  arbitrators  is  best  discharged  by 
a  simple  announcement  of  the  result  of  their  investiga- 
tions.* They  are  not  bound,  though  requested  to  do  so, 
to  make  the  evidence  a  part  of  their  award.'  The  award 
need  not  recite  the  submission,  nor  any  portion  of  it;'  nor 
the  facts  necessary  to  give  the  award  validity;®  as  that  no- 
tice of  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  was  given;'  or  that 
the  arbitrators  were  sworn,  or  that  the  parties  appeared 
before  them;'"  or  the  presence  of  all  the  arbitrators  at  the 
time  of  making  the  award."  Even  an  erroneous  recital 
will  not  vitiate  the  award,"  or  an  erroneous  statement  of 
fact.'* 

§  3367.  M^.y  Give  Gross  Sum  or  Award  on  Each  Claim. 
—  The  award  may,  even  when  there  are  several  items  or 
claims  submitted,  award  a  sum  in  gross,"  or  it  may  pass 

Da  vies  v.  Pratt,  17  Com.  B.  183;  Hoflf- 
man  v.  Hotfmau,  20  N.  J.  L.  175. 

»  Rigden  v.  Martin,  G  Har.  &  J.  403; 
Upshaw  V.  Hargrove,  14  Miss.  28(5. 

i»  Negley  v.  Stewart,  10  Serg.  &  R. 
207. 

"  Rogers  v.  Tatum,  25  N.  J.  L.  281. 

'"Diblee  v.  Hest,  11  Johns.  i03; 
Caldwell  V.  Dickinson,  13  Gray,  .305. 

'^  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
278. 

1^  Lamphire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420; 
Strong  V.  Strong,  9  Cush.  500;  Shirley 
V.  Shattuck,  4  Oush.  470;  Bigelow  w. 
Maynard,  4  Cush.  317;  Sides  i-.  Brend- 
linger,  14  Neb.  491.  Under  a  submis- 
sion of  all  matters,  it  is  to  be  i)resuined, 
unless  the  contrary  appears,  that  an 
award  of  a  gross  sum  embraces  all 
matters:  McCuUough  v.  McCuUough, 
12  Ind.  487. 


'  Patterson  v.  Baird,  7  Ired.  Eq.  255; 
Blossom  V.  Armitage,  63  N.  0.  05; 
Lampliire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420;  Stew- 
art V.  Cass,  10  Vt.  603;  42  Am.  Dec. 
534;  State  v.  Pettigrew,  19  Mo.  373. 

^  Dolan  V.  Merritt,  18  Hun,  27. 

=*  Keener  v.  Goodson,  89  N.  C.  273. 
But  see  Wench  v.  Cook,  39  Mich.  134; 
Brikright  v.  Brown,  10  S.  C.  155. 

*  Odd  Fellows  V.  Morrison,  42  Mich. 
521. 

^  Clanton  v.  Price,  90  N.  C.  96. 

6  Allen  V.  Mdes,  4  Harr.  (Del.)  234; 
Vaughan  v.  Smith,  09  Ala.  92. 

'  .Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
276. 

*"  Leominster  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen, 
38;  Houghton  v.  Burroughs,  18  N.  H. 
499;  Rixford  v.  Nye,  20  Vt.  132; 
Baker  v.  Hunter,  16  Mees.  &  W.  672; 
Speace  v.   R.  R.   Co.,  7  Dowl.  697; 
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on  and  award  each  item  separately.*  Where  the  matter 
submitted  to  arbitration  consists  of  cross-money  demands, 
the  award  need  not  show  on  its  face  how  each  item  vvati 
disposed  of.  The  award  of  a  gross  sum  of  money  will  bo 
sufficient  in  sucli  case.'  An  award  under  an  oral  sub- 
mission  may  be  valid  if  it  clearly  states  the  amount  duo 
from  one  party  to  the  other,  although  not  otherwise  an- 
swering subordinate  questions  in  dispute." 

Illustratfons.  — PJaintiffs  had  two  suits  in  their  joint  names 
against  the  defendant,  and  each  had  an  individual  suit  against 
him,  all  of  which  were  referred  to  an  arbitrator,  the  defendant 
and  his  surety  giving  a  bond  to  "  pay  to  the  plaintift's  sucli 
sums  of  money  as  should  be  awarded  to  be  paid  them  by  de- 
fendant." Held,  in  a  suit  on  the  bond,  that  the  award  was  not 
invalid  because  a  consolidated  one  finding  a  single  sum  due  to 
the  plaintiffs  jointly:  Vannali  v.  Carney,  69  Me.  221.  A  referee 
in  his  report,  in  an  action  involving  mutual  accounts,  allowed 
certain  of  the  plaintiff's  and  defendant's  items  by  name,  and 
found  a  balance  due  the  plaintiff.  Held,  that  his  failure  to 
allow  the  items  not  named  was  an  adjudication  against  them: 
Griffiths  V.  Reimert,  24  Kan.  226. 

§  3368.  Delivery  of  Award. — Delivery  of  a  copy  of  an 
award  to  the  parties  is  not  necessary  where  the  submis- 
sion contains  no  such  stipulation,  and  where  the  parties 
were  present  when  it  was  signed,  and  understood  its  pro- 
visions.* Where  the  submission  requires  the  award  to  Le 
"delivered"  within  a  certain  time,  actual  delivery  within 
that  time  is  necessary.*  But  if  the  condition  is  that  it  is 
to  be  "  ready  for  delivery  "  on  a  certain  day,  it  is  sulli- 
cient  if  it  is  made  and  executed  on  that  day.®  The  de- 
livery must  be  of  the  original  award,^  and  should  be  made 


'Id.;  Spofford  v.  Spofford.  10  N.  H. 
254;  Keadrick  v.  Tarbell,  2o  Vt.  416. 

*  Stearns  v.  Cope,  109  III.  340. 
'Blackwell  v.  Gogs,  116  Masa.  394. 

♦  Crawford  v.  Orr,  84  N.  C.  246. 

''  Russell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
238;  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
280.  But  arbitrators  are  not  bound  to 
deliver  their  award  until  their  fees 
have  been  paid:  Ott  v.  Schroeppel,  3 
Barb.  56. 


e  Rundell  v.  La  Fleur,  6  Allen,  48): 
Houghton  V.  Burroughs,  18  N.  H.  i'M\ 
Owen  V.  Boerum,  23  Barb.  187;  Hlooimr 
V.  Sherman,  5  Paige,  575;  VVillard  v. 
Bickford,  39  N.  H.  536.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  arbitrators  ghoiild 
prepare  a  duplicate  until  it  is  ile- 
manded:  Martiu  v.  McCormick,  'Si 
N.  J.  L.  23. 

'  Sellick  V.  Addams,  15  Johns,  197; 
Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award,  2S0. 
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to  the  winning  party.'  A  copy  need  not  be  delivered  to 
each  party  unless  the  submission  calls  for  it.'  But  if  the 
submission  requires  that  the  award  be  delivered  to  the 
"  parties,"  duplicates  must  be  prepared  so  that  each  party 
can  have  one.*  A  delivery  to  o!ie  of  the  parties  is  not  a 
compliance,  and  the  award  is  a  nullity.*  An  oral  award 
is  delivered  by  pronouncing  it  to  the  parties.'  When  it  is 
stipulated  that  the  award  shall  be  made  in  writing,  and 
ready  to  be  delivered  on  a  certain  day,  this  stipulation  i3 
complied  with  if  before  that  day  the  award  is  made, 
signed,  delivered  to  one  of  the  arbitrators,  and  by  him 
read  to  the  parties.* 

§3369.  Publication  of  Award.  — Publication  of  the 
award  is  frequently  called  for  by  the  submission.'  This 
means  that  it  shall  be  notified  to  the  parties;  and  is  satis- 
fied by  a  delivery  of  the  award  or  a  duplicate  thereof  to 


But  where  sworn  copies  of  the  award 
are  delivered  to  the  parties  by  the 
arbitrators,  and  received  without  ob- 
jection, this  will  be  deemed  a  waiver 
of  their  right  to  receive  the  original 
award:  Sellick  r.  Addams,  15  Jolins. 
197. 

'  Houghton  V.  Burroughs,  18  N.  H. 
499;  Buck  v.  Wadsworth.  1  Hill,  321; 
Pratt  V.  Uackett,  6  Johns.  14;  Conrad 
V.  Johnson,  25  Ind.  487. 

•■<  Wade  V.  Powell,  31  Ga.  1;  Hough- 
ton V.  Burroughs,  18  N.  H.  499;  Tracy 
V.  Herrick,  25  N.  H.  .381.  See  Bur- 
nap  V.  Losey,  1  Lans.  111. 

^Gidley  v.  Gidley,  65  N.  Y.  169. 
In  Buck  V.  Wadsworth,  1  Hill,  321,  it 
was  said:  "The  words  of  the  bond 
made  it  a  condition  that  the  award 
should  be  ready  for  delivery  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  June,  to  Wadsworth 
as  well  as  Buck.  It  Wfvs  ready  for 
delivery  to  the  latter,  but  not  to  the 
former.  The  arbitrators  did  not  even 
suppose  an  award  was  necessary  for 
Wadsworth,  and  they  accordingly 
never  signed  a  counterpart.  Even  if 
Goflf  had  the  power,  he  did  nothing 
which  can  be  construed  into  a  waiver 
of  the  right  to  insist  on  the  delivery  of 
an  award  to  his  principal.     The  only 


method  by  which  an  award  made 
uniler  the  condition  of  a  bond  such  as 
this  can  be  rendered  binding  is  by  the 
arbitrators  executing  and  delivering 
two  parts,  unless  the  party  shall  ex- 
pressly discharge  thcni  uf  that  neces- 
sity; as  by  telling  them  they  need 
make  no  counterpart,  for  he  will  not 
receive  it;  or,  as  in  ISellick  v.  Addams, 
15  Johns.  197,  accepting  sworn  copies, 
in  lieu  of  the  original,  without  objec- 
tion: See  Perkins  v.  Wing,  10  Johns. 
143.  In  short,  nothing  like  a  waiver 
exists  in  this  case;  and  without  that, 
it  is  entirely  settled  that  the  award  is 
a  nullity  for  want  of  its  being  ready 
within  the  terms  of  the  condition: 
Pratt  w.  Hackett,  0  Johns.  14." 

*  Buck  V.  Wadsworth,  1  Hill,  321. 

<>  Gates  V.  Bromhill,  (i  Mod.  176. 

«K,undell  V.  La  Fleur,  6  Allen, 
480. 

'  Caldwell  v.  Dickinson,  13  Gray, 
365;  Hunt  v.  Wilson,  6  N.  H.  36. 
Publica'^^ion  is  iicct's»sary  only  where 
the  subuiission  expressly  stipulates 
that  it  shall  be  publislied:  Parsons  v. 
Aldrich,  6  N.  H.  264.  An  award  fur- 
nishes no  ground  of  action  unless  it  is 
published  to  the  parties:  Kingsley  v. 
Bill,  9  Mass.  198. 
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them;'  or  by  a  notice  to  the  losing  party;'  or  by  reading 
it  to  the  parties.'  The  "publication"  of  an  award  re- 
quired by  the  Wisconsin  statute  is  the  filing  of  the  sub- 
mission and  award  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  court/ 


§  3370.  Formalities  Required  by  Submission  or  Stat- 
ute must  be  Observed. — But,  as  to  all  these  matters,  if 
the  submission  contain  instructions  as  to  the  form  or  exe- 
cution of  the  award,  they  must  be  followed;'  as,  for  ex- 
ample, that  the  award  shall  be  in  writing;"  or  under  seal;' 
or  be  attested  by  witnesses;*  or  shall  find  separately  as  to 
each  item;'  or  shall  be  delivered  to  the  parties.'"  So  in  a 
statutory  arbitration,  an  award  must  conform  to  the  stat- 
utory requirements."  But  an  award  defective  in  this 
way  may  sometimes  be  uphold  as  a  common-law  award." 
Strict  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  submis- 
sion as  to  the  award  may  be  waived  by  the  parties;"  and 
also,  it  seems,  may  statutory  requirements." 


'  Plummer  v.  Morrill,  48  Me.  184; 
P.ixford  V.  Nye,  20  Vt.  132;  Low  v. 
Kolte,  16  111.  475;  Morae  v.  Stoddard, 
23  Vt.  445. 

'^  Knowlton  v.  Homer,  30  Me.  553; 
Thompson  v.  Mitchell,  35  Me.  281; 
Jonea  v.  Dewey,  17  N.  H.  596. 

a  Rundell  v.  La  Fleur,  6  Allen,  480; 
Paucoast  v.  Curtis,  6  N.  J.  L.  415; 
holding  that  the  publication  of  a 
referee  s  report  is  the  reading  and 
filing  it  in  court:  Perkins  v.  Wing,  10 
Johns.  143. 

*  Russell  V.  Clark,  60  Wis.  284. 

*  Pratt  V.  Haukett,  6  Johns.  14; 
Tudor  V.  Scovell,  20  N.  H.  174;  Mon- 
tague V.  Smith,  13  Mass.  3%;  Bloomer 
V.  Sherman,  2  E.'-.jr.  Ch.  452.  "The 
parties  had  a  perfect  right  to  give  to 
the  arbitrators  such  powers  as  they 
pleased,  and  to  dictate  the  manner  in 
which  the  award  should  be  made. 
Tliey  might  have  directed  it  to  be 
written  on  parchment,  or  engraved 
upon  brass,  or  that  the  arbitrators 
should  cause  it  to  be  printed,  and  if 
the  arbitrators  did  not  choose  to  do 
as  they  were  autliorized,  their  acts 
would  not  bind  the  parties." 


•  Thompson  «.  Mitchell,  35  Me.  281; 
Everard  v.  Paterson,  6  Taunt.  C25; 
Caldwell  v.  Dickinson,  13  Gray,  305. 

'  Sallours  v.  Girling,  Cro.  Jac.  278  a; 
Stanton  v.  Henry,  11  Johns.  133. 

•  Bloomer  v.  Sherman,  5  N.  Y.  482. 

•  Houston  V.  Pollard,  9  Met.  1C4. 

'•  Sellick  V.  Addams,  15  Johns.  197; 
Perkins  v.  Wing,  10  Johns.  143. 

"Darling  v.  Darling,  16  Wis.  644; 
Steel  V.  Steel,  1  Nev.  27;  Higgins  v. 
Kinneady,  20  Iowa,  474. 

'■'  Darling  v.  Darling,  16  Wis.  644. 

"  Sellick  V.  Addams,  15  Johns.  197; 
Perkins  v.  Wing,  10  Johns.  113; 
Tudor  V.  Scovell,  20  N.  H.  174;  Coul- 
ter V.  Coulter,  81  Ind.  542. 

'*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
264.  Where  the  parties  to  an  arbi- 
tration waive  the  swearing  of  the 
arbitrators  and  witnesses,  the  awurd 
cannot  be  assailed  on  the  ground  of 
their  failure  to  be  sworn,  and  this  ir 
the  case  notwithstanding  such  swears 
ing  is  required  by  the  statute.  No- 
is  it  material  to  such  waiver  that  tha 
parties  did  not  know  that  the  statute 
required  the  oath:  Cochran  v.  Bartle, 
91  Mo.  636. 
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§  3371.  Mistake  of  Law  in  Award.  —  As  to  the  effect  of 
a  mistake,  either  of  hiw  or  of  fact,  not  appearing  on  the 
face  of  the  award,  but  made,  or  alleged  to  have  been  made, 
by  the  arbitrator  or  arbitrators  in  coming  to  a  decision, 
the  decisions  are  not  at  all  uniform.  The  text-writers, 
both  American  and  English,  who  have  paid  special  at- 
tention and  given  special  study  to  the  law  of  arbitration 
and  award,  and  the  adjudications  of  the  courts  thereon, 
have  criticised  this  lack  of  harmony,*  and  have  repeated 
the  expressions  of  able  judges  to  the  same  effect.'  The 
best-considered  of  the  cases  nevertheloss  hold  —  and  in 
doing  so  undoubtedly  stand  by  the  correct  rule  to  be 
applied  to  the  decisions  of  arbitrators  —  that  where  the 
parties  intend  to  leave  the  whole  question  of  law  and  fact 
to  the  arbitrators,  their  award  is  conclusive,  though  they 
may  have  mistaken  the  law.  To  hold  otherwise,  as  well 
said  by  Mr.  Justice  Grier,^  "would  be  a  substitution  of  the 
judgment  of  the  chancellor  in  place  of  the  judges  chosen 
by  the  partie.",  and  would  make  an  award  the  commence- 
ment, not  the  end,  of  litigation."*  Subject  to  exceptions 
to  be  noted  hereafter,  arbitrators,  then,  are  the  judges  of 
the  law  as  well  as  of  the  facts,  and  their  decision  cannot 
be  appealed  from,  revised,  or  set  aside  because  they  have 
mistaken  the  law.' 


'  Mr.  Russell  says  (Russell  on  Arbi- 
tration and  Award,  2i)2):  "One  uni- 
form principle  has  not  been  adhered 
to  as  to  the  consequences  of  a  mis- 
take"; while  Mr.  Morse  (Morse  on 
Arbitration  and  Award,  'J9-)  hobJs 
that  "tlie  only  certain  element"  in 
them  "is  the  entire  uncertainty." 

*  Lord  Ellenborough,  in  Chace  v, 
Westmore,  13  East,  liiiti.  In  Jones  v. 
Boston  Mill  Corp.,  6  I'ick.  148,  Parker, 
C.  J.,  said:  "There  seems  to  be  con- 
siderable contrariety  of  opinion  iu 
courts  of  law  and  equity  upon  this 
subject,  and  it  is  not  tasy  to  reconcde 
the  opinions  and  reasonings  of  ditl'ereut 
judges  thereon." 

^Biirchell  v.   Marsh,   17   How.  344. 

*  iSee  cases  cited,  aiUc,  §  333(j;  Boston 


Water  Power  Co.  r.  Gray,  6  Met.  131, 
quoted  from  at  lenc[th,  ante,  §  33315; 
Jones  V.  Boston  Mill  Corp.,  0  Pick. 
148;  Indiana  Cent.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Brad- 
ley, 7  Ind.  49;  I)e  Long  v.  Stanton,  9 
John.s.  38. 

^  Kwing  V.  Beauchamp,  2  Bibb,  456; 
3  Bibb,  41;  Campbell  v.  \Vestern,  3 
Paiiie,  124;  Greenough  v.  Rolfe,  4  N. 
H.  o57:  Hoane  v.  Wendell,  •J2  N.  H. 
5S'J;  H(Mlu;kinson  o.  Fernie,  3  (,'om.  B., 
N.  S.,  1S9;  York  etc.  K.  R.  Co.  v. 
Myers,  IS  How.  •24();  Loukc  v.  Fdley, 
14  Hun,  139;  Riddle's  Estate,  19  Pa. 
St.  4:{1;  Moore  v.  Barrett,  17  Ind. 
349;  Hnrroughs  v.  David,  7  Iowa, 
154;  Fudickar  v.  Guanlian  etc.  Ins. 
Co.,  02  N.  Y.  392;  45  How.  Pr.  462; 
Merritt  v.  Merritt,  11  111.  565;  Jack- 
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The  first  exception  to  the  nbove  principle  is  where  the 
parties  in  the  submission  stipulate  and  require  that  the 
hearing  shall  be  carried  on  or  the  decision  made  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  principles  of  law.  Here  the  arbitra- 
tors must  do  so,  and  if  they  mistake  the  law,  their  award 
M'ill  be  set  aside.'  An  award  of  arbitrators  is  void  when 
by  the  terms  of  the  submission  they  were  to  decide  upon 
equitable  as  well  as  upon  legal  grounds,  if  the  award 
shows  that  equitable  considerations,  which  would  have 
led  to  a  different  result,  were  by  mistake  wholly  disre- 
garded.'' The  next  exception  is  where  the  arbitrators 
mistake  their  authority,  and  either  refuse  to  allow  a  claim 
because  they  wrongly  believe  it  not  to  be  embraced  in 
the  submission,  or  consider  a  claim  which  they  wrongly 
believe  to  be  included  in  the  submission.^  The  next  ex- 
ception is  where  the  submission  requires  that  the  court 
shall  "approve"  the  award,*  or  that  the  decision  of  the 


son  V.  Ambler,  14  Johns.  96;  Cranston 
V.  Kenny,  9  Johns.  212;  Mitchell  v. 
Bush,  7  Cow.  185;  Bigelow  v.  Newi^ll, 
10  Pick.  348;  Gensnaii)  v.  Gorineiin,  11 
Moore,  1 ;  Fuller  v.  Feiiwick,  3  Com. 
B.  705;  Bell  r.  Price,  25  N.  J.  L.  578; 
Jocelyn  v.  Donnel,  Peck,  274;  14  Am. 
Dec.  753;  Pollard  v.  Lumpkin,  G  Gratt. 
398;  52  Am.  Dec.  128;  Morris  v.  Ross, 
2  Hen.  &  M.  418;  Valle  v.  K.  R.  Co., 
37  Mo.  445;  Eaton  v.  Eaton,  S  Ired. 
102;  Spear  v.  Bidwell,  44  Pa.  St.  23; 
Jenkins  v.  Meagher,  46  Miss.  84; 
McCuUough  V.  Mitchell,  42  Ga.  495; 
Sanborn  v.  Murphy,  50  N.  H.  65; 
Sabin  v.  Angell,  44  Vt.  523;  Carter 
V.  Carter,  109  Mass.  .309;  Willoughby 
V.  Thomas,  24  Gratt.  521;  Mitchell, 
V.  Curran,  1  Mo.  App.  453;  Halstead 
V.  Seaman,  52  How.  rr,  415;  King  v. 
Falls  Mfg.  Co.,  79  N.  C.  360;  De  Cas- 
tro V.  Brett,  56  How.  Pr.  484;  Ports- 
mouth V.  Norfolk  Co.,  31  Gratt.  727; 
Adams  v.  liengo,  79  Ky.  211;  Kent  v. 
Brown,  59  N.  H.  236.  As  has  been 
stated  above,  all  the  reported  cases  in 
the  American  reports  do  not  hold  to 
the  rule  set  out  in  the  text.  A  large 
number  of  authorities  are  opposed  to 
that  rule,  but  they  lay  down  no  prin- 


ciple capable  of  a  logical  stateniont. 
Tlio  only  point  to  be  extracted  from 
these  cases  is,  that  the  court  will  set 
the  award  aside  for  mistake,  either  of 
law  or  fact,  if  it  thinks  it  beat  to  do 
so.  The  following  cases  support  tliis 
idea:  Williams  v.  Paschall,  4  Dall.  285; 
Morris  v.  Ross,  2  Hen.  &  M.  408; 
Brown  v.  Green,  7  Conn.  53(5;  Hum- 
pass  V.  Webb,  4  Port.  65;  29  Am.  Doc. 
274;  Sumptler  v.  Murrell,  2  Bay.  450; 
Askew  V.  Kennedy,  1  Bail.  40;  Harts- 
home  V.  Cuttrell,  2  N.  J.  Eq.  'JD7; 
Cleaveland  v.  Dixon,  4  J.  J.  Alarsli. 
226.  See  also  English  cases  cited  in 
Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award,  3L''_'- 
325;  Allen  r.  Miles,  4  Harr.  (Uel.)  234; 
State  V.  Williams,  9  Gill,  172. 

'  Greenough  v.  Rolfe,  4  N.  H.  3."; 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  •  ray,  G 
Met.  131.     See  Mickles       'I' 
Allen,    114;    Bigelov 
Pick.  348;  Estes  v.  u 

len,  69. 

^Trescott  v.  Fello\N  11  N.  ''  9; 
77  Am.  Dec.  752. 

'  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v-  iiv, 
6  Met.  131;  Heuitt  v.  State,  6  Uar.  & 
J.  95;  14  Am.  Dec.  259. 

*  Allen  V.  Miles,  4  Harr.  (Del.)  234. 
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arbitrator  shall  be  subject  to  review  as  to  questions  of 
law  by  the  court.'  The  next  oxcoptioii  is  wliore  the  arbi- 
trator, though  authorized  by  the  submission  to  decide  uU 
matters  of  law  and  fact,  nevertheless  expressly  refers  the 
questions  of  law  to  the  court.  Here  his  decision  will  bo 
reviewed.''  The  next  exception  is  where  the  arbitrator 
distinctly  states  in  the  award  his  intention  to  decide 
according  to  legal  principles.  In  this  case,  if  in  trying 
to  apply  the  law  he  mistakes  it,  the  court  will  revise  his 
finding.'  The  next  exception  is  where  the  arbitrator  re- 
cites in  his  award  the  grounds  of  his  decision.*  Here  the 
award  and  the  reasons  given  "so  clearly  indicate  the  pur- 
pose of  the  arbitrator  to  decide  by  the  strict  rules  of  law 
that  it  justifies  the  judicial  mind  in  supposing  that  the 
arbitrator  would  have  made  a  different  award  had  he 
known  that  the  judicial  tribunals  held  a  different  view  of 
the  questions  of  law  arising  in  the  case  from  those  enter- 
tained by  himself."*    Finally,  it  has  been  held  in  one  case 


'  Com.  V.  City  of  Roxbury,  9  Gray, 
451. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
304;  Cushman  v.  Wooster,  45  N.  H. 
410. 

■^  Johnson  r.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  286;  38 
Am.  Dec.  485;  Boston  Water  Power 
Co.  V.  Gray,  6  Met.  131;  Ward  v. 
American  Bank,  7  Met.  486;  Johns  v. 
Stevens,  3  Vt.  308;  United  States  v. 
Ames,  1  Wood.  &  M.  70;  Pleasants 
V.  Ross,  1  Wash.  (Va.)  156;  1  Am. 
Dec.  449;  Muldrow  v.  Morris,  2  Cal. 
74;  56  Am.  Dec.  313;  Greunough  v. 
Rolfe,  4  N.  H.  357;  Crissman  v.  Criss- 
man,  5  Ired.  498;  Roosevelt  v.  Tiiur- 
man,  1  Johns.  Ch.  220;  State  r.Ward, 
9  Heisk.  100.  Contra,  Learned  v.  Bel- 
lows, 8  Vt.  79.  Thus  where  the  award 
tihows  that  they  intended  to  disallow 
all  items  which  were  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  but  that  they 
have  allowed  some  to  which  the  stat- 
ute ought  to  have  been  applied,  a 
court  of  equity  may  grant  relief 
against  the  award;  and  may  do  so  in  a 
prope'  ase,  by  striking  out  the  cred- 
its iiiiiuoperly  allowed,  and  allowing 
the  award  to  stand  for  the  balance. 


instead  of  by  vacating  the  entire 
award:  Moore  v.  Luckess,  23  Gratt. 
160. 

♦  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Gray, 
6  Met.  131;  Johnson  v.  Noble,  13  N. 
H.  286;  38  Am.  Dec.  485;  Kluine  v. 
Catara,  2  Gall.  61.  They  must  bo  in 
the  award,  and  not  in  a  separate  paper: 
Brown  v.  Clay,  31  Me.  518;  \Vard  v. 
American  Bank,  7  Met.  486. 

*  Smith  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  16  Gray,  521; 
Cutting  V.  Stone.  23  Vt.  571.  In 
Fairchild  v  Auams,  11  Cush.  555, 
Shaw,  C.  J.,  said:  "But  it  is  argued  — 
and  this  is  the  only  possible  ground 
on  which  the  claim  for  a  revision  of 
the  award  can  be  maintained  —  that 
if  the  arbitrators  state  the  grounds  of 
their  award  simply,  and  without  ex- 
pressing the  contrary,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed that  they  do  mean  to  submit 
those  grounds  to  the  court.  This  is 
to  be  taken  with  some  qualification. 
If  they  state  the  grounds  of  their  de- 
cision avowedly  for  the  satisfaction 
of  the  parties,  or  one  of  them,  and  it 
distinctly  appears  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  submit  their  conclusions  as 
matter  of  law  to  the  court,  then  the 
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in  this  count'.y  that  if  the  mistake  is  of  a  well-known  and 
fundamental  rule  of  law,  a  point  "universally  known  and 
clear,"  the  award  will  be  bad.* 

§  3372.  Mistake  of  Pact  in  Award.  — "  it  has  long 
since  been  settled  that  awards  are  conclusive  on  all  mat- 
ters of  fact  submitted  to  arbitrators."^  To  this  rule  there 
are  also  some  exceptions. 

The  first  exception  is  where  a  fact  which  the  arbitrators 
take  as  true  turns  out  false.'  The  next  exception  is  where 
a  mistake  of  fact  is  patent  on  the  face  of  the  award.*  The 
next  exception  is  where  there  is  an  error  in  calculation, 
or  a  clerical  error  patent  on  the  face  of  the  award.* 


awanl  is  conclusive.  The  question  is 
as  to  the  intent  of  the  arbitrators. 
Perhaps  w}iere  they  say  nothing  in 
regard  to  tlieir  intent,  the  presump- 
tion is  that  they  intend  to  say,  '  These 
are  the  grounds  of  our  award;  if  they 
are  right  in  point  of  law,  we  think 
the  award  is  right,  but  we  submit  the 
question  to  the  court.'  In  such  a  case 
the  court  might  revise  and  set  aside 
the  award,  if  it  were  found  not  to  be 
well  grounded  in  point  of  law,  be- 
cause it  would  not  then  be  the  award 
which    the    arbitrators   intended    to 

'Cieary  r.  Coor,  I  Hayw.  (N.  C.) 
225.  See  Morse  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  314;  citing  English  cases  to 
came  effect. 

*  Shaw,  C.  J.,  in  Fairchild  r.  Ada  v.-. 
11  Cush.  550.  And  see  ante,  §  3V;> '; 
Boston  Water  Power  Co.  t'.  Crray,  6 
Met.  131;  De  Long  v.  Stanton,  9  Jcl^ns. 
98;  Goldsmith  v.  Tilly,  1  Har.  &  J.  .361; 
Weston  V.  Stuart,  11  Me.  32(j;  With- 
ington  V.  Warren,  10  Met.  431;  Bell 
V.  Price,  22  N.  J.  L.  578;  Cromwell  v. 
Owings,  6  Har.  &  J.  10;  JoUey  v. 
Blanehard,  1  Wash.  252;  Kleine  v. 
Catara,  2  Gall,  til;  Ciirley  v.  Dean,  4 
Conn.  259;  10  Am.  Dec.  140;  Brown 
V.  Bellows,  4  Pick.  179.  If  there  is 
any  evidence  to  support  a  referee's 
findings,  his  report  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed: Botsford  V.  Sweet,  49  Miuh. 
120;  Adleman  v.  Steel,  13  Phila.  529. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 


317.  Arbitrators  appointed  to  meas- 
ure land  use  a  measure  which  they 
think  perfect,  but  which  turns  out  to 
be  imperfect,  one  link  being  fjoiie. 
This  is  a  mistake  which  will  avoid  the 
award:  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v. 
Gray,  6  Met.  131.  See  this  case,  ante, 
§  40.  The  mistake  of  fact  which  is  a 
ground  for  setting  aside  an  awaid 
must  be  a  wrong  assumption  made  by 
the  arbitrators,  not  a  wrong  conclu- 
sion drawn  by  them:  American  Screw 
Co.  V.  Sheldon,  12  R.  1. 324.  A  referee's 
conclusions  as  to  the  weight  to  be  given 
to  conflicting  testimony  do  not  biad  a 
court  as  do  similar  conclusions  of  a 
jnry:  Nason  v.  Ludington,  l3  Abb. 
N.  C.  401.  But  in  Massachusetts  it 
is  said  th  it  an  award  of  arbitrators  is 
to  be  'retted  as  a  substitute  for  and 
as  having  the  same  eflFect  as  tlie  ver- 
dict of  a  jury:  Leonard  v.  Wading 
River  Reservoir  Co.,  113  Mass.  2o5. 

*  Jocelyn  v.  Donnel.  Peck,  274;  14 
Am.  Dec.  753;  Mitchell  v.  Ciurun,  1 
Mo.  App.  453;  Conger  t\  Jjuiios,  2 
Sueed,  213;  Nance  v,  Tlioinpsoii,  1 
Sneed.  321. 

*  Boston  Water  Power  Co.  v.  Gray,  6 
Met.  131,  quoted  at  length,  an/'',  ^'.iXK; 
Klein  V.  Catara,  2  Gall.  61;  Brown  v. 
Hellaby,  26  L.  J.  Ex.,  N.  S.,  217;  Inre 
Hall,  2  Man.  &  G.  847;  Smith  v.  Cut- 
ler,  10  Wend.  589;  25  Am.  Dec.  580. 
An  arbitrator  m^de  an  award  which 
was  larger  by  a  given  sum  than  it 
should  have  been,  owing  to  an  error 
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3 '  -       -  -  -  J 

V,    Thompson,   1 


§  3373.  Misconduct  or  Fraud  of  Arbitrator. — Miscon- 
duct or  fraud  in  the  arbitrators,  or  one  of  them,  is  a  good 
ground  for  setting  aside  the  award.*  A  common-law  or 
statutory  award  is  assaihible  for  corruption  or  misbehavior 
of  the  arbitrators,  notwitlistanding  the  parties  have  agreed 
thot  there  shall  be  no  exceptions  or  appeal.*  A  court  does 
not,  in  a  case  of  fraud,  correct  an  award,  or  revise  the  de- 
cision of  the  arbitrators,  but  holds  it  to  be  against  con- 
science to  take  advantage  of  the  award  by  seeking  to 
enforce  it,  or  by  using  it  as  a  plea  to  bar  a  defense.' 
And  the  following  acts  have  been  held  misconduct  in  the 
arbitrator  within  this  rule,  viz.:  Acting  as  attorn'^y  for 
one  of  the  parties,  stopping  witnesses  from  testify  in--,  and 
showing  a  deep  interest  in  one  party's  success;*  acting 
as  an  arbitrator  while  in  a  state  of  intoxication;*  mak- 
ing an  award  on  Sunday;*  receiving  ex  parte  communica- 


merely  in  computation,  and  which 
could  be  made  certain  by  mathemati- 
cal calculation.  Held,  that  the  error 
did  not  render  the  award  void,  but 
that  it  might  be  obviated  by  a  remit- 
tal: Clement  v.  Foster,  69  Me.  818. 

'  Strong  V.  Strong,  9  Cush.  500;  In 
re  Hare,  6  Bing.  N.  C.  loS;  Mitchell 
V.  Curran,  1  Mo.  App.  453;  Hyeroni- 
inu3  V.  Allison,  52  Mo.  102;  Smith  v. 
Cooley,  5  Daly,  401;  Ncwland  v. 
Douglass,  2  Johns.  62;  Beam  v.  Ma- 
conil)er,  33  Mich.  127;  Dickinson  v. 
II,  11.  Co.,  7  W.  Va.  390;  Lutz  v.  Liu- 
thicum,  8  Pet.  178;  Smith  v.  Cuil^r, 
10  Wend.  589;  25  Am.  Dec.  580;  Bin.  • 
pass  V.  Webb,  4  Port.  65;  29  Am.  Df  j. 
274;  Randv.  Reddington,  13  N.  H.  'tl; 
Torrance  v.  Amsden,  3  McLean,  509; 
L'ie  V.  Patillo,  4  Leigh,  436.  In  Morse 
on  Arbitration  and  Award,  539,  it 
is  sail',  as  to  this:  "Fraud  or  corrup- 
tion upon  the  part  of  an  arbitrator, 
whenever  discovered,  will  furnish  a 
sutiicient  cause  for  vacating  the  award. 
Thase  may  be  of  two  kinds,  —  either 
positive,  as  by  some  act  that  can  be 
proved;  or  inferential,  where  the  cir- 
cumstances so  strongly  point  to  dis- 
honesty that  the  court  will  consider 
the  presumption  of  its  existence  thus 
raised  to  be  conclusive.  A  common 
case  of  iuferential  fraud  or  corruption 
835 


is  where  the  award  is  obviously  and 
extremely  unjust.  An  erroneous  or 
excessive  award  is  not  for  that  sole 
reason  necessarily  to  be  set  aside. 
Yet,  if  the  error  or  excess  be  gross 
and  palpable,  and  if  the  injustice  bo 
great  and  irremediable,  these  facts, 
either  alone,  or  taken  in  connection 
with  other  cor"oborative  circum- 
stances, may  amount  to  virtual  proof 
of  dishonesty.  In  such  an  event  the 
court  will  imperatively  presume  the 
corruption  or  misconduct  of  the  arbi- 
trators, and  will  vacate  their  award, 
upon  proceedings  in  equity  instituted 
for  that  purpose:  Tracy  v.  Herrick,  25 
N.  H.  381:  Rand  v.  Reddington,  13 
N.  H.  72;  Van  Cortlandt  v.  UnderhUl, 
17  Johns.  405;  In  re  Hall  v.  Hinds,  2 
Man.  &  G.  847;  Ashton  v.  Pointer,  2 
Dowl.  651 ;  Baker's  Heirs  v.  Crockett, 
Hardin,  383;  Bum  pass  v.  Webb,  4 
Port.  65;  29  Am.  Dec.  274.  The  same 
causes  may  be  a  sutfioient  ground  for  a 
court  of  law  to  vacate  the  award,  pro- 
vided the  award  was  required  by  law 
to  be  returneil  into  the  court." 
=<  Specr  V.  Bidwell,  44  Pa.  St.  23. 

*  Hardin  v.  Brown,  27  Ga.  314. 

*  Bash  V.  Christian,  77  Iiid.  290. 

*  Smith  V.  Smith,  28  111.  56. 

«  Strong  V.  Elliott,  8  Cow.  27;   18 
Am.  Dec.  423. 
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tions  from  one  of  the  parties;^  refusing  to  hear  a  party's 
witnesses;^  taking  money  as  payment  for  services  from 
one  party.' 

But  an  award  will  not  be  set  aside  for  misconduct  of 
the  arbitrators,  unless  it  appear  to  have  been  intentional 
or  gross.*  The  fact  that  the  damages  assessed  by  arbitra- 
tors are  very  much  larger  than  the  court  would  probably 
give,  and  that  they  are  divided  very  disproportionably, 
and  apparently  arbitrarily,  between  two  defendants,  does 
not  constitute  evidence  of  fraud,  or  corruption,  or  im- 
proper conduct  on  the  part  of  the  arbitrators  so  decisive 
that  a  court  of  equity  would  set  aside  the  award.®  But 
where  an  award  gives  nearly  three  times  the  amount 
claimed,  it  is  so  manifestly  erroneous  on  its  face  that  it 
must  be  set  aside.* 

§  3374.  Fraud  of  Party  in  Obtaining'  Award.  —  Fraud 
on  the  part  of  either  of  the  parties  in  procuring  the  award 
constitutes  a  ground  for  setting  aside  the  award.'    An  at- 


'  Sisk  r.  Garey,  27  Md.  401 ;  Conrad 
V.  Masaasoit  Ins.  Co.,  4  Allen,  20; 
Bassettr.  Harknesa,  9  N.  H.  164. 

'Van  Cortlandt  v.  Underbill,  17 
Johns.  405;  Halstead  v.  Seaman,  82 
N.  Y.  27;  37  Am.  Dec.  537;  Fudickar 
V.  Ins.  Co.,  62  N.  Y.  392;  Miller  v. 
Noel,  43  Ind.  324;  Fluharty  v.  Beatty, 
22  W.  Va.  698. 

*  Shephard  v.  Brand,  Caa.  t.  Hardw. 
63. 

*  Cutter  V.  Carter,  29  Vt.  72.  See 
Shear  v.  Mosher,  8  111.  App.  119. 

*  Burchell  v.  Marsh,  17  How.  .344. 

®  South  Carolina  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Moore, 
28  Ga.  398;  73  Am.  Dec.  778;  Smith  v. 
Cooley,  5  Daly,  401. 

'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
541;  South  Sea  Co.  v.  Bumstead,  2 
Eq.  Caa.  Abr.  80;  Mitchell  v.  Harris, 
2  Ves.  Jr.  129  a;  Cutter  v.  Carter,  29 
Vt.  72;  Payne  v.  Moore,  2  Bibb.  163; 
4  Am.  Dec.  689;  Mitchell  v.  Curran, 
1  Mo.  App.  453;  Spnrck  v.  Crook,  19 
111  415;  Bulkley  v.  Starr,  2  Day,  552; 
Baird  v.  Crutchfield,  6  Humph.  171; 
Chambers  v.  Crook,  42  Ala.  17';  94 
Am.  Dec.  637;  Fluharty  v.  Beatty,  22 


W.  Va.  698.  In  Emerson  v.  Udall,  13 
Vt.  477,  37  Am.  Dec.  604,  the  court 
said:  "The  kind  of  fraud  which  it  is 
necessary  to  prove  upon  a  party  pre- 
vailing before  arbitrators,  in  order  to 
justify  a  court  of  equity  in  setting 
aside  the  award,  it  is  not  important, 
perhaps,  here  to  consider,  beyond  that 
which  is  proved  in  the  present  case. 
It  is  very  certain  that  the  mere  fact 
that  the  party  oflfered  and  prevaileil 
before  the  arbitrators  upon  a  ground- 
less claim  is  no  ground  of  charging 
him  with  fraud.  This  he  might  havu 
done  with  perfect  innocence  and  sin- 
cerity. It  is  necessary  sometliing 
more  should  be  shown.  And  I  feil 
very  confident  that  the  fact  that  the 
party  making  the  claim  consiileretl  it 
one  of  doubtful  equity,  or  even  tint 
he  might  honestly  have  believed  that 
the  claim  was  not  well  founded,  either 
in  law  or  equity,  if  all  the  facts  known 
to  him  were  fairly  laid  before  the  arbi- 
trators, and  they  allowed  the  claim,  is 
no  such  fraud  as  will  justify  a  court  of 
equity  in  interfering.  Thn  party  must, 
either  by  suggestion  of  falsciiuud,  or 
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§§  3375,  3376 


tempt  improperly  to  influence  an  arbitrator  by  making  a 
statement  in  the  absence  of  the  adverse  party  ia  ground 
for  setting  aside  the  award,  without  regard  to  whether  the 
arbitrator  was  in  faco  influenced  or  not.'  But  merely  sub- 
mitting a  groundless  claim  is  not  such  fraud,"  nor  the 
concealment  of  a  fact  not  material  to  the  case.^  Fraud  of 
this  kind  is  a  question  of  fact  for  a  jury.* 

IiiLUSTKATioNs.  —  A  matter  in  litigation  between  two  brothers 
and  their  father  was  referred  to  arbitrators.  One  of  the  brothers 
threatened  the  other  that  if  he  did  not  strike  out  certain  items 
from  his  account  he  would  prosecute  his  father  for  perjury. 
The  threatened  brother,  believing  his  father  liable  to  such  a 
prosecution,  though  in  fact  he  was  not,  struck  out  the  items. 
Heldf  that  the  award  should  be  set  aside  for  having  been  ob- 
tained by  fraud:  Mathews  v.  Mathews,  1  Heisk.  669. 

§  3375.    Variance  in  Duplicate  Report  or  Award.  — 

Where  the  arbitrators  execute  their  award  in  duplicate, 
but  each  copy  differs  materially  from  the  other,  both  a.. 
void,'  unless  the  variance  is  a  mere  verbal  one,  and  does 
not  substantially  affect  the  award.® 

§  3376.  Court  cannot  Modify  or  Alter  Award  or  Re- 
port.—  The  court  has  no  power  to  alter  or  modify  in  any 
way  an  award  or  a  report,  unless  authorized  to  do  so  oy 
statute^  or  by  the  submission.*  It  must  either  confirm, 
reject,  or  recommit.®    A  court  of  equity  will  not  affirm  an 


( 


the  suppression  of  truth,  have  pre- 
sented to  the  arbitrators  a  state  c" 
facts  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
claim  which  were  factitious,  and  which 
the  party  at  the  time  believed  to  be 
such.  And  it  is  questionable  even 
how  far  such  a  case  will  justify  a  court 
of  equity  in  setting  aside  the  award. 
Some  cases  of  good  authority  seem  to 
justify  such  a  course.  It  is  certain 
nothing  short  of  this  would  justify 
it." 

»  Catlett  V.  Dougherty.  114  111.  568. 
See  Johnson  v.  Holyoke  Water  Power 
Co.,  107  Mass.  472. 

«  Emerson  v.  Udell,  13  Vt.  477;  37 
Am.  Dec.  604. 


'  Newburyport  Ins.  Co.  v.  Oliver,  8 
Mass.  402. 

*  Wakeman  v.  Dalley,  44  Barb.  498; 
Duren  v.  Getchell,  55  Me.  241. 

*  Green  v.  Lundy,  1  N.  J.  L.  435. 

« Piatt  V.  Smith,  14  Johns.  368; 
SpofiFord  V.  Spofford,  10  N.  H.  254. 

'  Smith  V.  Cutler,  10  Wend.  589;  25 
Am.  Dec,  680. 

^  Com.  V.  City  of  Roxbury,  9  Gray, 
451. 

*  Com.  V,  Pejepscut  Proprs.,  7  Mass. 
399.  See  Lathrop  v.  Arnold,  25  Me. 
136;  43  Am.  Dec.  256.  In  Missouri, 
the  court  may  adopt  a  referee's  report 
with  modifications,  and  not  adopt  or  re- 
ject in  toto:  Smith  v.  Paris,  70  Mo.  616. 


§§  3377,  3378    remedies  and  procedure. 
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award  so  far  as  it  extends,  and  supply  its  omissions  and 
defects,  but  will  enforce  it  as  made,  or  set  it  aside  if  de- 
fective.' 


§  3377.  Recommitment  of  Report  or  Award. — Where 
au  award  or  report  is  returnable  into  court,  the  court  may, 
in  its  discretion,''  recommit  it  to  the  arbitrators  for  the 
purpose  of  their  correcting  errors  in  form,'  or  for  a  new 
finding  or  hearing.*  An  award  may  be  recommitted  on 
the  ground  of  newly  discovered  evidence,  or  for  any  other 
reasons  that  would  justify  a  new  trial,  or  an  arrest  of 
judgment.*  Where  the  recommitment  is  not  simply  to 
correct  a  clerical  error,  but  to  rehear,  it  must  be  of  the 
whole  case,  and  not  of  a  single  issue.*  The  arbitrator  has, 
as  a  rule,  the  same  power  on  the  recommitment  as  on  the 
original  submission.' 

§  3378.     Extrinsic    Evidence    to    Impeach    Award.  ~ 

Where  there  is  no  charge  of  corruption  or  misconduct 
in  the  arbitrators,  and  the  award  on  its  face  is  final, 
nothing  extrinsic  to  the  award  can  be  pleaded  or  given 
in  evidence  to  invalidate  it;*  and  no  agreement  or  un- 
derstanding  outside  the   award    that   it  was  still  to  be 


'  Carnochan  v.  Christie,  11  Wheat. 
446. 

»  Walker  v.  Sanborn,  8  Greenl.  288; 
Cumberland  v.  North  Yarmouth,  4 
Greenl.  459.  But  otherwise  the  arbi- 
trator's power  entirely  ends  with  the 
making  of  the  award:  Smith  v.  Smith, 
28  II  1.56;  Evans  v.  Sheldon,  69  Ga. 
100.     See  ante,  §  3359. 

*  Brann  v.  Inhabitants,  50  Me.  64; 
Blood  V.  Robinson,  1  Cush.  389;  Kleine 
V,  Catara,  2  Gall.  61 ;  Bird  v.  Penniee, 
6  Mees.  &  W.  754;  Heslop  v.  Bush,  80 
Pa.  St.  70;  Yeaton  v.  Brown,  52  N. 
H.  14;  Bowers  v.  Worrell,  1  Browne, 
(Pa.)  170;  Snyder  v.  HoflFman,  1  Binn. 
43;  Thompson  v.  Warder,  4  Yeates, 
336;  Shaw  v.  Pearce,  4  Binn.  485, 

*  Cumberland  v.  North  Yarmouth,  4 
Greenl.  459;  Boardinan  v.  England,  6 
Mass.  70;  Treasurer  v.  Norton,  1  Ohio, 


270;  Whitney  v.  Cook,  5  Mass.  143; 
Joh.ioton  V.  Paul,  22  Minn.  17;  Mast 
V.  Lockwood,  59  Wis.  48.     Where  the 
report  of  one  referee  is  not  responsive 
to  the  issues,  the  case  should  be  re- 
ferred to  another,  or  tried  by  jury: 
Union  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  I 
Wyo.  Ter.  307. 
*  Depew  V.  Davis,  2  G.  Greene,  2G0, 
6  Smith  V.  Warner,  14  Mich.  ]52._ 
'  French  v.  Richardson,  5  Cush.  450; 
McRae  v.  McLean,  2  El.  &  B.  946. 

8  Todd  V.  Barlow,  2  Johns.  Ch.  531; 
Cromwell  v.  Owings,  6  Harr.  &  J.  10; 
Lewis  V.  Wildman,  1  Day,  153;  Head 
V.  Muir,  3  Rand.  122;  Shermer  v. 
Beale,  1  Wash.  11;  Jocelyn  v.  Doiinel, 
1  Peck,  274;  14  Am.  Dec.  753;  Dorsay 
V.  Jeofiray,  3  Har.  &  McH.  121;  Brown 
V.  Green,  7  Conn.  536;  Ebert  v.  Ebert, 
6  Md.  353, 
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considered  open  for  further  proof  can  be  set  up.*  An 
unambiguous  award  cannot  be  shown  by  their  own  or 
other  parol  evidence  to  mean  other  than  what  is  expressed 
on  its  face.^  But  the  court  can  look  into  the  testimony 
for  tne  purpose  of  determining,  from  the  evidence  and 
other  circumstances,  whether  the  errors  were  so  gross  or 
palpable  as  to  show  misbehavior  or  corruption  in  the 
arbitrators.'  The  discovery  of  material  evidence  which, 
by  using  due  diligence,  the  party  might  have  discovered 
before,  is  not  a  sufficient  reason  to  set  aside  an  award.* 
But  new  evidence  may  be  so  decisive,  and  have  been  so 
suppressed  by  the  other  party,  that  an  award,  though 
binding  at  law,  will  be  set  aside  in  equity.*  And  evi- 
dence is  admissible  to  show  that  the  arbitrators  refused 
to  consider  and  pass  upon  a  claim  submitted  to  them  by 
defendant." 

§  3379.  Testimony  of  Arbitrator— To  Explain  or  Alter 
Award. —  The  testimony  of  the  arbitrator  is  not  admissi- 
ble to  alter  or  explain  the  meaning  of  the  award;'  nor  is 
evidence  of  his  oral  statements  admissible.®  An  arbitra- 
tor will  not  be  permitted  to  impeach  the  integrity  of  his 
own  conduct,  or  that  of  his  co-arbitrators,  in  making  the 
award,  either  as  to  its  execution,  delivery,  or  the  binding 
effect  it  is  to  have.'     But  arbitrators  may  testify  upon  the 


>  Todd  V.  Barlow,  2  Johns.  Ch.  551 ; 
Buinpass  v.  Webb,  4  Port.  Co;  2t>  Am. 
Dec.  274;  Shermer  v.  Beale,  1  Wash. 
11;  Head  v.  Muir,  3  Rand.  122; 
Wheatley  v.  Martin,  6  Lei<^h,  62. 

»  Cobb  V.  Dortch,  52  Ga.  548. 

'  Baring  v.  Boring,  2  W.  Va.  297. 

*  Aubel  V.  Ealer,  2  Binn.  582,  note; 
Allen  V.  Ranney,  1  Conn.  569. 

'  Lankton  v.  Scott,  Kirby,  356, 

'Gay lord  v.  Norton,  J 30  Mass.  74; 
Osborne  v.  Col  vert,  SON.  C.  170. 

'  Kingston  v.  Kincaid,  1  Wash.  C. 
C.  448;  Patterson  v.  Baird,  7  Ired.  Eq. 
255;  Aldrici:  v.  Jessiman,  8  N.  H. 
516;  Ward  v.  Gould,  5  Pick.  291; 
Ward  V,  Americau  Bank,  7  Met.  486; 


Campbell  v.  Western,  3  Paige,  124; 
Withington  v.  Warren,  10  Mut.  431; 
Leavitt  v.  Comer,  5  Cush.  129;  King 
V.  Jennison,  33  Ala.  499;  Bigelow  v. 
Maynard,  4  Cush.  317;  French  r.  New, 
20  Barb.  481;  Mulligan  v.  Perry,  64 
Ga.  567.  An  arbitrator  may  bo  ex- 
amined as  a  witness  to  sustain,  but  not 
to  imbeach,  his  award:  Stone  v.  At- 
wood,  28  111.  30. 

*  Caldwell  v.  Dickinson,  13  Gray, 
365;  Clark  v.  Burt,  4  Cusli.  396;  Hub- 
bell  V,  Bissell,  2  Allen,  196;  Leggo  v. 
Young,  16  Com.  B.  626;  Strong  v. 
Strong,  9  Cush.  560. 

»  Tucker  v.  Page,  69  111.  179.  Bnt 
see  Huntsman V.  Nichols,  116  Mass.521. 
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question  whether  a  certain  demand  was  included  in  their 
deliberations  and  award,'  or  to  prove  the  facts  submitted 
to  them,  and  the  grounds  of  their  award.^  So  the  affida- 
vit or  testimony  of  an  arbitrator  is  admissible  to  show  a 
mistake  in  an  award  not  apparent  on  its  face.'  **  But  tho 
kind  of  mistake  which  can  be  shown  in  this  way  is  limited 
to  cases  where  the  error  has  occurred  in  making  up  or 
expressing  the  opinion  or  judgment.  The  fact  of  a  mis- 
calculation or  of  an  accidental  or  unintentional  omission 
might  be  thus  made  out.  But  no  case  furnishes  any 
authority  for  supposing  that  a  substantial  error  in  judg- 
ment could  be  thus  proved.  No  arbitrator  could  be  al- 
lowed to  testify  that  he  thought  he  had  made  a  mistaken 
decision,  or  that  he  had  misunderstood  or  misapplied  the 
rules  of  law.  Testimony  of  the  arbitrators  to  impeach 
their  own  award  is  inadmissible."* 


§  3380.  Effect  of  Setting  Aside  Report.  —  Where  a 
report  is  set  aside,  the  ciuse  remains  as  though  it  had 
never  been  referred;*  the  court  cannot  again  refer  it  to 
the  same  referees  without  the  consent  of  the  parties.* 

§  3381.  Award  must  be  Co-extensive  with  Submission. 
— Formerly,  where  several  matters  were  submitted,  the 
award  might  determine  one  of  them  only,  and  it  would 
be  good  for  that,  unless  what  was  known  as  the  ita  quod 
clause  had   been  inserted  in  the  submission  or  bond.' 


'  Stevens r.  Gray,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  347; 
Hale  V.  Huse,  10  Gray,  99;  Spurck  v. 
Crook,  19  111.  415;  Roopw.  Brubacker, 
1  Rawle,  304;  Williams  v.  Wood,  1 
Dev.  82. 

«  Allen  V.  Miles,  3  Harr.  (Del.)  234; 
Cole  V.  Blunt,  2  Bosw.  116. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
336;  Robertson  v.  McNeil,  12  Wend. 
578;  PuUiani  v.  Pensonean,  3  111.  375. 

♦  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
337;  Bigelow  v.  Maynard,  t  Cush.  317; 
Withington  v.  Warren,  10  Met.  43); 
Ward  V.  American  Bank,  7  Met.  486. 

"  Rice  V.  Benedict,  18  Mich.  75. 


«  Smith  V.  Smith,  28  111.  56.  Nor  to 
a  new  referee:  Smith  v.  Warner,  14 
Mich.  152. 

'  The  ita  quod  clause  was  in  full  as 
follows:  Ita  quod  arbitrium  fiat  de 
prcemissia,  —  provided  the  award  ba 
made  upon  and  concerning  tiie  prem- 
ises: See  Morse  on  Arbitration  aud 
Award,  340,  citing  the  English  cases; 
Wright  V.  Wright,  5  Cow,  197.  In 
Ott  V.  Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  486,  the 
court  say:  "If  the  submission  is  made 
conditional  by  the  clause  of  ila  quod 
arhitriuw  fiat  de  prcemissis,  and  recites 
several    distinct    matters  which  are 
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But  the  rule  not  well  settled  is,  that  whatever  the  parties 
submit,  the  arbitrators  must  decide,  and  that,  unless  it  ap- 
pears that  the  intention  was  that  all  should  not  be  de- 
cided, the  award,  unless  it  determines  all  the  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them  bv  the  submission,  will  be  void.^  So 
where  arbitrators  expressly  decline  deciding  on  some  of 
the  matters  submitted,  their  award  is  void.''  But  while  an 
award  not  determining  all  matters  submitted  may  not  be 
binding,  a  subsequent  promise  to  perform  may  ratify  the 
award.'  So  a  party  cannot  set  up  the  absence  of  a  de- 
cision as  to  matters  which,  though  submitted,  he  objected 
to  being  considered  at  the  hearing,^  or  which  were  with- 
drawn by  consent.'  Though  an  award  does  not  in  terms 
decide  all  the  matters  submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  yet  if 
the  thing  awarded  necessarily  includes  the  other  things 
and  matters  mentioned  in  the  submission,  it  is  sufficient.* 


specifically  referred,  and  the  arbitra- 
tors omit  to  decide  one  of  the  matters, 
and  there  are  no  general  words  in  the 
award  which  can  be  construed  to  em- 
l)race  a  decision  on  such  particular 
matter,  the  whole  award  is  bad:  Bas- 
pole's  Case,  8  Coke,  97;  Randale  v, 
liandale,  7  East,  83;  Jackson  v.  Am- 
bler, 14  Johns.  96;  Willes,  268; 
Wright  V.  Wright,  5  Cow.  199;  Rus- 
sell on  Arbitration  and  Award,  2u0, 
251,  255;  Rider  v.  Fisher,  3  Bing.  N. 
C.  874;  Simmonds  v.  Swaine,  1  Taunt. 
549,  per  Chambre,  J.;  1  Saund.  32, 
note  1;  Ross  v.  Boards,  8  Ad.  &  E. 
290;  1  Bac.  Abr.,  tit.  Arbitration,  E. 
216;  Cro.  Eliz.  838;  Lutw.  545. 
Where  the  submission  containing  the 
ita  quod  clause  is  general,  but  the  ad- 
judication applies  in  terms  only  to  a 
particular  matter,  the  award,  if  it 
purports  to  be  made  concerning  the 
matters  submitted,  will  be  presumed 
good  until  it  is  proved  that  there  were 
other  matters  before  the  arbitrator 
which  he  neglected  or  refused  to  de- 
cide: Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  258,  261,  264;  Ingram  v. 
Milnes,  8  East,  444;  Baspole's  Case,  8 
Coke,  97;  5  Cow.  199;  9  Ad.  &  E.  522; 
1  Burr.  277. 
'James  v.  Thurston,   1  Cliflf.  367; 


Edwards  v.  Stevens,  1  Allen,  315; 
Varney  v.  Brewster,  14  N.  H.  49; 
Wrightson  v.  Bywater,  3  Mees.  &  W. 
199;  McNear  v.  Bailey,  18  Me.  251; 
Ott  V.  Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  482;  Rich- 
ards  V.  Drinker,  6  N.  J.  L.  307; 
Harker  v.  Hougli,  7  N.  J.  L.  428; 
Carnochau  v.  Christie,  11  Wheat.  446; 
Wright  V.  Wright,  5  Cow.  197;  Bun- 
tain  V.  Curtis,  27  111.  374;  Tudor  v. 
Scovell,  20  N.  H.  171;  Muldrow  v. 
Morris,  12  Cal.  331;  Karthana  v. 
Ferrer,  1  Pet.  222;  Young  v.  Kinney, 
48  Vt.  22;  Jones  v.  Wei  wood,  16  N. 
Y.  Sup.  Ct.  106;  71  N.  Y.  208;  Parker 
V.  Chese,  104  Mass.  431;  Davis  v. 
Dyer,  54  N.  H.  146;  Boston  and  Lowell 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  R.  R.  Co.,  139  Mass.  463; 
Gooch  V.  McKnight,  10  Humph.  229. 
A  report  of  referees  that  does  not  em- 
brace all  the  subjects  of  submission 
will  be  recommitted:  Boardman  v. 
England,  6  Mass.  70;  Kleine  v,  Catara, 
3  Gall.  61. 

»  Richards  v.  Drinker,  6  N.  J.  L. 
307;  Harker  v.  Hough,  7  N.  J.  L.  428; 
Smith  V.  Potter,  27  Vt.  304;  65  Am. 
Dec.  198. 

»  Belt  V.  Poppleton,  II  Or.  201. 

♦  Page  V.  Foster,  7  N.  H.  392. 

'  Varney  v.  Brewster,  14  N.  H.  49. 

8  Smith  V.  Demarest,  8  N.  J.  L.  195. 


■^rsj^ 


3382 


REMEDIES   AND   PROCEDURE. 


5352 


^■; 


So  where  a  matter  is  not  expressly  passed  upon,  but  the 
award  purports  to  be  "  in  full  of  all  matters  referred." ' 
And  it  seems  that  the  omission  to  embrace  in  the  award 
a  few  articles  of  small  value  will  not  vitiate  it.''  And  an 
award  is  good  which  settles  the  deputed  question,  though 
it  does  not  at  the  same  time  award  the  damages  claimed.* 

Illustrations. — Arbitrators  were  appointed  to  determine 
the  value  of  land  taken  for  a  railroad,  and  also  the  damage 
which  the  owner  would  sustain  from  the  road  passing  across 
his  farm.  Both  subjects  were  considered,  though  but  one  sum 
was  specified.  Held,  valid:  Wood  v.  Auburn  etc.  Co.,  8  N.  Y. 
160.  Pending  an  action  of  ejectment,  in  pursuance  of  an  agree- 
ment of  parties  to  refer  to  arbitrators  the  value  of  the  land  in 
controversy,  an  order  of  court  was  made  submitting  to  the 
referees  all  matters  in  dispute  between  the  parties.  The  award 
only  determined  the  value  of  the  land.  Held,  sufficient:  Clarke 
v.  Reins,  12  Gratt.  98.  Two  suits  were  brought  at  the  same 
time  between  the  same  parties, — one  on  the  law  and  the  other 
on  the  chancery  side  of  the  court , —  and  the  same  order  was 
entered  in  both  cases,  referring  each  to  an  arbitrator  "  to  take 
and  settle  all  accounts  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant, 
and  finally  to  determine  their  claims  in  full  against  each  other." 
Held,  that  an  award  on  the  matters  involved  in  one  case  only 
was  invalid:  Bean  v.  Bean,  25  W.  Va.  604. 

§  3382.  Award  must  be  Certain.  —  An  award  must 
be  certain;  it  must  have  such  a  degree  of  fullness  and 
precision  that  no  reasonable  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  arbitrator  can  be  entertained  by  intelli- 
gent men  acquainted  with  the  subject-matter.*     And  the 

435;  Colcord  v.  Fletcher,  50  Me.  39S; 
Murray  v.  Bniner,  6  Serg.  &  R.  276; 
Jackson  v.  De  Long,  9  Johns.  43; 
Parker  v.  Eggleston,  5  Blackf.  12S; 
Barnett  r.  Gilson,  3  Serg.  &.  R.  340; 
Caruochan  }>.  Christie,  II  Wlieat.  44(3; 
Lyle  V.  Rodgers,  5  Wheat.  394;  Zeiger 
V.  Sailor,  6  Binu.  24;  Sicaril  v.  I'eter- 
son,  3  Serg.  &  R.  4G8;  Thomas  v, 
Molier,  3  Ohio,  266;  Walsh  r.  Gilmoiir, 
3  Har.  &  J.  383;  6  Am.  Dec.  503; 
Gratz  V.  Gratz,  4  Rawle,  411;  Borretts 
V.  Patterson,  Tayl.  37;  1  Am.  Dec. 
576;  King  v.  Cook,  T.  U.  P.  Charlt. 
288;  Gonsales  v.  Devens,  2  Yeates, 
539;    Grier    v.    Grier,    1    Dall.    173; 


'Mickles  v.  Thayer,  14  Allen,  114. 

«  Backus  V.  Fobes,  20  N.  Y.  204. 

'  Moore  v.  Gherkin,  Busb.  73; 
Holyoke  Machine  Co.  v.  Franklin 
Paper  Co.,  97  Mass.  150. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
408;  Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  275;  Jackson  v.  Ambler,  14 
Johns.  96;  Perkins  v.  Giles,  53  Barb, 
342;  Butler  v.  Mayor,  1  Hill,  489; 
Purdy  V.  Delavan,  1  Caiues,  304; 
Schuyler  v.  Van  der  Veer,  2  Caines, 
235;  Akely  v.  Akely,  16  Vt.  450; 
'^'trong  V.  Strong,  9  Cush.  560;  Hen- 
drickson  v.  Remback,  33  111.  299; 
HoUiugsworth  v.   Pickering,  24  Ind. 
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arbitrators  cannot  remedy  an  award  void  for  uncertainty 
by  making  a  second  and  more  precise  award.'  The  de- 
gree of  uncertainty  required  to  avoid  an  award  is  the 
same  as  that  required  to  avoid  any  contract.'^  An  award 
to  do  some  act  other  tluin  the  payment  of  money  should 
be  so  certain  that  a  specific  performance  could  be  de- 
creed.' And  a  referee's  finding  must  state  facts  with  the 
certainty,  precision,  and    fullness  of  a  special   verdict.* 


Carter  w.  Roas,  2  Root,  507;  Parkliurst 
r.  Powers,  2  Root,  531;  Hazeltine  i\ 
Smith,  3  Vt.  535;  BurldioUler  v. 
McFerran,  3  SerR.  &  R.  4'J2;  Spalding 
?'.  Irish,  4  Serg  &  R.  322;  James  v. 
Tliurston,  1  CliflF.  367;  Howard  v. 
Bahcock,  21  111.  259;  Pierson  v.  Nor- 
man, 2  Cal.  539;  Gibson  v.  PowuU,  5 
Bmedea  and  M.  712;  Lee  v.  Oiistott,  1 
Ark.  206;  McCrackeu  v.  Clarke,  31 
Pa.  St.  498;  McKeen  v.  Oliphant,  18 
N.  J.  L.  442;  Cauthorn  v.  Courtney, 
6  Gratt.  381;  Pettiboiie  v.  Perkins,  6 
Wis.  616;  Myers  v.  R.  R.  Co.,  2  Curt. 
28;  Kingston  V.  Kincaid,  1  Wash.  C.  C. 
448;  Etnier  v.  Shope,  43  Pa.  St.  381; 
Hendrickson  v.  Reml)ack,  33  111.  299; 
Farr  r.  Johnson,  25  111.  522;  Kurtner 
V.  State,  3  Ind.  86;  Northern  Central 
R.  R.  Co.  V.  Canton  Co.,  24  Md.  492; 
Pike  V.  Gage,  29  N.  H.  461;  Carson  v. 
Carter,  64  N.  C.  3.32;  Burrows  v.  Guth- 
rie, 61  111.  70;  Ingraham  v.  Whitmore, 
75  111.  24;  Boughton  i>.  Seamans,  16  N. 
Y.  Sup.  Ct.  392;  Coiner  v.  Thompson, 
54  Ala.  265.  In  Whitcher  r-.  Whitoher, 
49  N.  H.  176,  6  Am.  Rep.  486,  the 
court  say:  "An  award  must  be  so  cer- 
tain that  not  only  the  intention  of  the 
arbitrators  shall  be  clearly  apparent, 
but  that  it  can  be  easily  comprehended 
and  be  carried  into  execution  without 
reference  to  or  the  aid  of  extrinsic 
and  independent  circumstances:  How- 
ard V.  Babcock,  21  111.  59.  And  where 
a  sum  to  be  paid  does  not  appear 
from  the  award  itself,  unless  that  sum 
may  be  easily  ascertained  by  reference 
to  a  rule  or  provision  of  law,  or  some 
fixed,  ascertained,  and  well-understood 
standard,  or  by  arithmetical  calcu- 
lation, the  award  as  to  that  sum  is 
void:  School  District  v.  Aldrich,  13 
N.  H.  145;  Waite  v.  Barry,  12  Wend. 
380;  Brown  v,  Hunkerson,  3  Cow.  72; 


Price  V.  Popkins,  10  Ad.  Sc.  E.  145; 
Parker  v.  Eggleston,  5  Bbickf.  128. 
Tlierefore  it  was  held,  in  Wriglit  v. 
Smith,  19  Vt.  110,  that  an  award  that 
a  party  should  pay  the  '  taxable  costs' 
of  a  pending  suit  was  sufliciently  cer- 
tain, because  the  precise  ainount  of 
the  taxable  costs  was  ascertainable  by 
reference  to  the  statute.  And  so  in 
Andrews  v.  Foster,  42  N.  H.  376.  But 
in  Winter  v.  Garlick,  Salk.  75,  where 
the  award  was  that  one  party  should 
pay  the  other  ten  pounds  and  the  costs 
of  a  suit  pending  in  an  inferior  court, 
and  there  to  give  mutual  releases, 
the  court  said:  'To  pay  such  i ost-s  aa 
the  master  shall  tax  is  good;  for,  Id  cer- 
ium est  (juod  cerium  reddi  polest;  but 
this  is  uncertain,  and  carries  it  further 
than  has  hitherto  been  allowed.'  An 
award  that  one  shall  give  a  bond, 
without  saying  in  what  sum,  is  bad: 
Samon's  Case,  5  Coke,  77,  80.  And 
and  so  of  an  award  that  one  should 
pay  as  much  as  a  quarter  of  malt 
should  be  worth:  1  Roll.  Abr.,  Arbi- 
tration, E,  pi.  7.  Or  so  much  as  the 
land  is  worth:  Skin.  247,  248;  Tip- 
ping V.  Smith,  Strange,  1024;  Knott 
V.  Long,  Strange,  1025;  Lincoln  ?•. 
Whittenton  Mills,  12  Met.  31;  Schuy- 
ler V.  Van  der  Veer,  2  Caines,  240. 
And  in  School  District  v.  Aldrich.  13 
N.  H.  145,  Parker,  C.  J.,  said: 
'  There  would  have  been  no  certainty 
if  the  arbitrators  had  awarded  costs, 
unless  they  specified  the  amount  or 
provided  a  mode  by  whicli  it  was  to 
be  ascertained,  for  there  was  no  tri- 
bunal to  tax  them. ' " 

J  Fallon  V.  Kelehar,  16  Hun,  266. 

a  Akley  v.  Akely,  16  Vt.  450. 

»  Banks  v.  Adams,  23  Me.  259. 

♦  Harris  v.  Hay,  111  Pa.  St.  562. 


\ 


y^' 


§  3382 


REMEDIES    AND    PROCEDURE. 


5354 


An  award  which  fixed  no  definite  sum  to  be  paid,  and 
furnislies  no  data  from  which  the  amount  to  be  paid  can 
be  computed,  is  void  for  uncertainty.* 

But  all  that  is  required  at  the  present  day  is  certainty 
to  a  common  intent.'^  To  render  an  award  invalid  for 
uncertainty,  it  must  be  the  decision  whicli  is  left  uncer- 
tain, not  the  reasoning  which  led  to  the  decision.'  So  an 
award  is  sufficiently  certain  if  the  matters  concluded  by 
it  can  be  ascertained  by  looking  into  the  whole  proceed, 
ings,  as  well  before  the  reference  as  after.*  An  award 
will  not  be  deemed  void  because  it  does  not  state  the 
amount  due  at  its  date,  if  it  contains  all  the  elements 
necessary  to  ascertain  such  amount  by  a  simple  calcu- 
lation.^  An  award  is  none  the  less  certain  because  it 
refers  in  general  terms  to  a  previous  report  by  a  com- 
missioner, and  concurs  with  it,  without  specifying  the 
particulars  or  substance  thereof."  An  award  which  pro- 
vides that  certain  amounts  shall  be  paid  in  proportion 
to  the  interests  of  the  parties,  which  are  specially  stated 
in  the  bill  and  admitted  in  the  answer,  is  sufficiently 
certain.'  An  award  requiring  conveyances  to  be  made  of 
certain  portions  of  land  "up  to  the  original  claim  lines" 
is  not  invalid  for  uncertainty,  as  parol  evidence  is  admis- 
sible to  establish  such  lines  as  monuments.*  If  two  parts 
of  an  award  are  irreconcilable,  the  first  prevails.' 

Illustrations. —  Awards  Held  Void  for  Uncertainty.— 
An  award  is  that  one  party  shall  pay  to  the  other  as  much 
money  as  is  in  conscience  due:  Wataon  v.  Watson,  Style,  28. 
A  is  ordered  to  deliver  to  B  "  a  certain  bond  bearing  date  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1821."  No  other  description  of  the  bond  is  given: 
Sheppard  v.  Stites,  7  N.  J.  L.  90.  In  an  action  on  an  account, 
one  d^'fense  was  the  statute  of  limitations.  The  report  left  the 
time  uncertain  when  the  period  of  limitation  began  to  run: 


»  Hays  V.  Hays,  2  Ind.  28. 
»  Bush  V.  Davis,  34  Mich,  190. 
'  Lamphire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420. 
*  Blackledge  ».    Simpson,  2  Hayw. 
(N.  C.)30;  2  Am.  Dec.  614. 
"  Bushv.  Davis,  34  Mich.  190. 


*  Brickhouse  v.  Hunter,  4  Hen.  & 
M.  303;  4  Am.  Dec.  528. 

'  Gudgell  V.  Pettigrew,  26  111.  305. 

8  Williams  v.  Warren,  21  111.  541, 

•Cox  V.  Jagger,  2  Cow.  638;  14 
Am.  Dec.  522. 
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Doyle  V.  RriJly,  18  Iowa,  108;  85  Am.  Dec.  582.  An  award  was 
in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  $80.73,  with  the  exception  of  an 
allowance,  as  made  by  the  plaintiff,  for  hauling  620  staves: 
Parker  v.  Eyylestoii,  5  Blackf.  128.  An  award  was  to  deliver 
books,  papers,  and  accounts,  and  a  small  chest  of  wearing  ap- 
parel, without  any  further  description:  Thomas  v.  Molirr,  3 
Ohio,  2G6.  An  award  was  to  finish  tho  house,  or  to  pay  for  the 
stove,  without  stating  what  house,  or  what  stove:  Schuyler  v. 
Van  der  Veer,  2  Caines,  235.  C,  as  agent  of  0.,  entered  into  a 
submission  with  A.  to  refer  certain  matters  under  the  statute. 
The  award  was  in  favor  of  A.,  without  stating  at^ainst  whom: 
Callahan  v.  McAlexander,  1  Ala.  3(56.  An  award  required  a 
railroad  to  pay  four  hundred  dollars  for  a  right  of  way,  at  any 
time  fixed  by  the  company,  uj)on  giving  the  land-owner  three 
days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  payment,  he  to  deliver  a 
deed  thereof:  Alfred  v.  R.  li.  Co.,  92  111.  60i).  An  award  was  that 
B  pay  to  A  the  su/n  of,  etc.,  "within  the  space  of  sixty  days," 
and  that  A,  on  the  receipt  of  that  sum,  do  deliver  up  a  certain 
bond  bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of  Decemlicr,  1836":  McKeen 
V.  Allen,  17  N.  J.  L.  506.  An  award  stated  that  the  arbitrators 
"decide  the  case  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  and  the  costs  of 
reference  taxed, —  seventy-five  dollars,  and  the  costs  of  court 
taxed  by  the  court,  and  all  costs,  paid  by  the  plaintiffs" :  Leom- 
inster V.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Allen,  38.  An  award  was  that  a  party 
pay  the  difference  between  a  tax  receipt  and  a  note.  It  did 
not  set  out  said  papers,  was  not  accompanied  by  them,  nor 
refer  to  them  by  date  or  amount:  Hollingsworth  v.  Pickering,  24 
Ind.  435.  An  award  determinded  "  certain  matters  and  ac- 
counts now  in  dispute  and  undetermined  between  the  parties." 
It  did  not  show  what  matters  and  accounts  were  in  dispute: 
Turpin  v.  Banton,  Hardin,  312.  An  award  was  that  A  should 
deliver  "  the  said  farm  "  to  B,  etc.,  and  that  B  should  pay  A  a 
certain  sum.  It  did  not  describe  the  farm  by  reference  or 
otherwise:  Brown  v.  Hankerson,  3  Cow.  70.  The  submission 
was  to  settle  the  ground  rent  of  certain  lots.  The  award  stated 
that  a  certain  abatement  should  be  allowed  until  a  party  be 
put  in  possession,  the  time  whereof  was  not  determined:  Evans 
V.  Sheldon,  69  Ga.  100.  An  award  adjudged  that  the  defend- 
ants had  the  right  to  maintain  their  dam  at  a  certain  height, 
except  in  times  of  "freshet "  :  Harris  v.  Social  Mfg.  Co.,  9  R.  I. 
99;  11  Am.  Rep.  224.' 


^  The  court  said:  "It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  a  complete  award  that  it  should 
execute  itself.  That  is  not  always 
possible.  But  it  should  be  in  its  terms 
reasonably  certain;  it  sliould,  as  a 
general  rule,  leave  nothing  to  be  per- 


formed but  the  mere  ministerial  acts 
needed  to  carry  it  into  effect.  It 
should  end  controversy,  and  not  leave 
its  own  meaning  open  to  future  con- 
troversy. It  should  be  certain  as  a 
judgment  of  court.     A  judgment  of 
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Tllustrattons  Continufd.  —  AwAUDH  IIjcld  Sufficiently 
Certain.  —  An  award  was  in  favor  of  tho  plaintiff  for  '*th« 
amount  of  the  note"  in  controverHv:  Coxe  v.  (Jcntf  1  McMull. 
302.  Arbitrators,  authorized  to  deeide  to  whom  a  certain  pieee 
of  fence  belonged,  awarded  that  the  defendant  niipht  take  away 
tlio  rails  and  stakes  put  into  tho  feneo  by  one  M.,  a  former 
owner:  Wliittemore  v.  Mason,  14  111.  3!)2.  An  award  was  for  a 
Hum  certaii\  and  "the  costs":  Brown  v.  Warnock,  5  Dana,  492. 
An  award  under  a  submibsion  of  all  matters  at  variance  between 
tho  parties  was  that  one  should  pa}'  the  other  a  sum  certain, 
and  that  each  party  should  be  equally  bound  to  pay  certain 
debts  due  to  third  persons:  Coulter  v.  Hilchens,  3  Harr.  (Del.) 
70.  An  award,  in  a  controversy  between  partners,  provided 
that  the  partnership  should  be  dissolved  from  the  date  of  the 
award,  and  stating  the  amount  due  from  each  one  to  the  firm, 
and  that  the  one  should  recjover  from  the  other  half  the  differ- 
ence between  those  amounts:  Carsley  v.  Lindsay,  14  Cal.  3*.)0. 
An  award  directed  one  party  to  pay  to  the  other  a  certain  sum 
within  a  certain  time  after  the  date  of  the  award,  with  interest 
till  paid:  Skeeh  v.  Chickering,  7  Met.  316.  An  award  was  in 
favor  of  a  plaintiff  in  ejectment,  "  agreeable  to  the  decision  of 
the  board  of  property,"  there  having  been  a  decision  of  that 
board  between  the  same  parties,  concerning  the  land  in  dispute: 
Santee  v.  Keister,  6  Binn.  36.  An  award  provided  that  notes 
which  were  ordered  by  the  award  should  be  "  satisfactorily  se- 
cured": Cutter  V.  Cutter,  48  N.  Y.  Sup.  Ct.  470.  An  award  was 
to  pay  to  the  "executors"  of  A  a  certain  sum:  Orier  v.  Grier, 
1  Dall.  173.  On  submission  of  the  question  of  boundary  lines, 
which  would  be  determined  by  the  location  of  a  certain  corner, 
an  award  found  two  points  in  two  lines  from  which  a  conqie- 
tent  surveyor  could  locate  the  corner:  Rogers  v.  Carrothem,  26 
W.  Va.  238. 


court  may  need  process  to  enforce  it; 
but  that  could  hardly  be  called  a  final 
judgment  which  requires  another 
judgment  to  determine  its  meaning. 
The  object  of  an  arbitration  is  to  pre- 
vent future  dispute.  This  object  can 
hardly  be  said  to  be  carried  into  efifect 
when,  in  defining  rights  of  the  parties, 
terms  are  used  which  might  require 
another  lawsuit  to  fix  their  meaning, 
and  still  less  if  left  open  to  continual 
lawsuits,  at  the  pleasure  or  ill-will  of 
the  parties.  It  should  leave  no  doubt 
as  to  the  nature  or  extent  of  the  du- 
ties imposed  by  it  upon  the  parties: 
Russell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
277.  It  may  require  future  ministe- 
rial acts  to  be  done  by  the  arbitrators 
or  others,  but  cannot  reserve  any  judi- 


cial act  to  be  done:  Id.  274.  Hin 
duty  is  to  make  a  complete  and  fiiiul 
determination,  and  it  is  a  breach  of 
that  duty  to  leave  anything  to  be 
determined  hereafter:  Id.  722.  Tlie 
word  'freshet*  varies  in  its  meaning 
in  various  rivers,  in  various  years, 
and  in  various  seasons  of  the  year. 
If  any  mode  had  been  provided  in  the 
award  settling  its  meaning,  then,  per- 
haps, according  to  the  maxim.  Id  cer- 
ium est  quod  certum  reddi  fotcd,  the 
award  might  be  considered  sufficiently 
certain;  but  in  case  of  a  suit,  a  jury 
could  only  decide  that  the  state  of  the 
water,  in  the  particular  case  before 
them,  did  or  did  not  constitute  a 
freshet,  and  this  would  necessitate 
constant  litigation." 
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§  3383.  Award  must  be  Entire.  —  An  award  must  be 
entire.  This  is  said  to  be  un  imperative  rule,  and  to 
mean  that  it  must  have  unity  and  completeness.  "  There 
can  be  but  one  award,  and  that  award  must  bo  perfect  and 
complete.'" 

§  3384.  Award  must  be  Final.  —  An  award  must  be 
final;  i.  e.,  it  mu.st  so  thoroughly  determine  and  dispose 
of  the  controversies  submitted  that  they  cannot  become 
the  basis  of  future  litigation.'    Thus  if  two  parties  having 


■  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
369;  Gould  v.  Stafibrdsliire  rotterics,  5 
Ex,  214,  223;  Winter  v.  Muiiton,  2 
Moore,  723;  Dav  v.  Latlin,  6  Met.  280; 
Kussell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
247;  Stephenson  v.  Price,  .10  Tex.  715. 

^  Waite  V.  Barry,  12  Woml.  377; 
McKee  v.  Oliphaut,  18  N.  J.  L.  442; 
Young  V.  Shook,  4  Rawle,  299;  Dun- 
don  V,  Starin,  19  Wis.  2G1;  Colcord  v. 
Fletcher,  50  Me.  398;  In  ro  Williams, 
4  Denio,  194;  Paine  v,  Paine,  15  Gray, 
299;  Lamphiro  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420; 
Wilkinson  v.  Page,  1  Hare,  270;  Bhear 
V.  Harradine,  7  Kx.  209;  Cockburn  v. 
Newton,  2  Man.  &  G.  899;  Lincoln  v. 
Whittenton  Mills,  12  Met.  31;  Mc- 
Kinstry  v.  Solomons,  2  Johns.  57;  13 
Johns.  27;  Semple  v.  Hutchinson,  4 
I'hila.  249;  McCrary  v.  Harrison,  36 
Ala.  577;  Jones  v.  Welwood,  9  Hun, 
160;  Cox  V.  Jagger,  2  Cow.  038;  14 
Am.  Dec.  522;  Calvert  v.  Carter,  G 
Md.  135;  Morse  v.  Hale,  27  Vt.  000; 
Coupland  v.  Anderson,  2  Call,  100; 
Akely  v.  Akely,  10  Vt.  450;  Williams 
V.  Landon,  14  Serg.  &  R.  338;  Waugh 
V.  Mitchell,  1  Dev.  &  B.  Eq.  510;  Jacob 
V.  Kctcham,  37  Cal.  197;  Coghill  v. 
Hord,  1  Dana,  350;  25  Am.  Dec.  148; 
Byars  v.  Thompson,  12  Lei^^h,  5.30;  37 
Am.  Dec.  080;  Purdy  v.  Delevan,  1 
Caines,  304;  Karthaus  v.  Ferrer,  1  Pet. 
2'2'_>;  Spofiford  v.  Spofford,  10  N.  H. 
L'o4;  Manuel  v.  Campbell,  3  Ark.  324; 
Lee  i\  Oustett,  1  Ark.  200;  Carter  v. 
Calvert,  4  Md.  Ch.  199;  Gonsales  v. 
Deavens,  2  Yeate.s,  539;  Archer  v. 
Williamson,  2  Har.  &  G.  02;  Patton  v. 
Baird,  7  Ired.  Eq.  255;  Smith  v.  Pot- 
ter, 27  Vt.  304;  05  Am.  Dec.  19S;  In- 
grahami?.  W!  itmoro,  75111.  24;  Rhodes 
f.  Hardy,  53  Miss.  687;  McGregor  etc. 


R.  R.  Co.  V.  R.  R  Co.,  49  Towa,  (UU; 
Hiscock  V.  Harris,  74  N.  Y.  108.  In 
Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award,  385, 
the  author  says:  "It  is  one  of  the 
cardinal  rules  in  the  law  concerning 
urijitration  that  tho  award  must  be 
final;  tiuit  is  to  say,  it  muMt  constitute 
a  complete  and  final  disposition  and 
determination  of  the  matter  submitted. 
Tiiu  very  sweeping  ciiaracter  ami  opera- 
tion of  this  rule  will  beconie  obvious 
upon  a  moment's  rellection.  Without 
stretching  the  phrase  ))eyond  its  ordi- 
nary meaning,  the  requisition  of  final- 
ity may  be  made  to  include  a  large 
proportion  of  all  the  characteristics 
essential  to  a  valid  award.  Thus  an 
awaid  which  is  not  certain  is  not 
final;  for  where  there  is  doubt  there 
can  be  no  finality.  An  award  which 
is  not  consistent  is  not  final.  Aa 
award  which  does  not  dispose  of  all 
the  matters  which  the  arbitrators  are 
under  obligation  to  dispose  of,  or 
which,  in  other  words,  is  not  co-ex- 
tensive with  tho  submission,  is  evi- 
dently not  final.  An  award  which 
neglects  to  give  directions  which  are 
indispensable  to  the  fuUillmunt  of  its 
decision  is  not  final.  As,  for  example, 
it  is  a  rule  that  an  award  concerning 
the  title  to  real  estate  is  not  sufficient 
by  itself  to  pass  tho  title  to  the  land, 
but  a  subsequent  conveyance  must  bo 
made  by  the  party  in  whom  the  legal 
title  is  outstanding.  (Consequently,  if 
an  award  finds  that  the  title  is  in  a 
person  other  than  him  in  whose  name 
it  legally  stands,  or  if  an  award  makes 
a  partition  of  lands  held  in  common 
(Johnson  v.  Wilson,  Willes,  248),  or 
runs  a  disputed  boundary  line,  and 
does  not  order  conveyances,  it  may  be 
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mutual  suits  submit  both  to  arbitration,  an  award  on 
one  suit  only  is  wanting  in  finality.*  A  reservation  of  a 
future  power  by  the  arbitrators  in  their  award,  if  it  affect 
the  whole  of  the  award,  will  render  it  totally  void.'^  There- 
fore an  award  which  is  expressly  made  subject  to  future 
alterations  upon  the  suggestion  of  errors  by  the  parties 
does  not  constitute  a  valid  award.'  But  an  award  is  final 
though  the  question  of  its  propriety  in  point  of  law  is 
submitted  by  the  arbitrators  to  the  court.*  So  an  award 
finding  the  facts  in  dispute,  and  directing  a  certain  sale, 
"if  it  be  competent  for  an  arbitrator  to  do  so,"  is  final.'' 
Where  an  award  leaves  nothing  to  be  done  to  dispose  of 
the  whole  matter  in  ccntrovers},  except  mere  ministerial 
acts,  the  award  cannot  be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of 
want  of  finality.*  An  award  of  payment  of  a  specific  sum 
is  final  and  sufficient,  without  directing  a  release  from  tlie 
party  to  whom  it  is  paid.'^  An  award  is  not  void  because 
it  is  in  the  alternative,  and  contingent;  nor  because  one 
of  the  aliernatives  requires  the  party  to  do  an  act  in  con- 


bad  for  want  of  finality.  This  inclu- 
sion of  other  traits  in  the  grand  trait 
of  finality  will  be  noticed  in  the  lan- 
guage of  many  of  the  decisions.  Often 
a  defect  will  be  displayed,  and  the 
courts  will  say,  as  though  the  phrases 
were  interchangeable,  that  by  reason 
of  it  the  award  is  nt  ither  certain  nor 
final,  or  that  it  is  not  final  and  does 
not  dispose  of  the  matters  which  tlie 
arbitrators  were  bound  to  dispose  of." 
lu  Strong  V,  Strong,  9  Cush.  567, 
Gushing,  J.,  said:  "When  it  is  laid 
down  as  a  principle  of  law  that  an 
award  should  be  final,  che  meaning  is, 
not  that  nothing  shall  remain  to  be 
done  to  complete  the  execution  of  the 
award,  but  that  the  thing  to  be  done 
shall  have  been  determined  and  de- 
fined to  a  reasonable  certainty.  Thus 
an  award  is  bad  whi>'h  requires  A  to 
give  bond?  to  B,  with  uch  s":reties  as 
B  shall  approve,  because  that  commit? 
everything  to  the  discretion  of  B:  Com. 
Dig.,  tit.  Arbitration,  E,  15.  But  an 
award  that  the  property  of  a  pump  is 
in  A,  and  that  B  has  a  right  to  use  it, 


and  that  it  f:hall  be  repaired  at  their 
joint  expc'.ise,  has  been  adjudged  to  lie 
final:  Boodle  v,  Pavies,  3  Ad.  &  K. 
200.  Yet  in  this  last-named  c;.se 
many  things  remained  to  be  done  to 
give  efl'ectual  execution  to  tlie  award, 
about  which  things  it  was  quite  pos- 
sible for  litigation  to  arise.  But  the 
respective  rights  of  the  parties  being 
determined  by  the  award,  it  is  to  be 
taken  as  valid;  for  the  law  furnishes 
the  appropriate  remedies  for  the  en- 
forcement of  those  rights." 

*  Morse  v.  Hale,  27  Vt.  66C;  Coup- 
land  V.  Andf  son,  2  Call,  106. 

2  Calvert  v.  Carter,  6  Md.  135. 
'  McCrary  v.  Harrison,  36  Ala.  577; 
Hooker  v.  Williamson,  60  Tex.  524. 

*  Brickhouse  v.  Hunter,  4  Hen.  & 
M.  3b3;  4  Am.  Dec.  528. 

"  Waugh  V.  Mitchell,  1  Dev.  &  B, 
Eq.  510. 

*Owen  r.  Boerum,  23  Barb.  187; 
Carter  v.  Calvert,  4  Md.  Ch.  199. 

'  McKinstry  v.  Solomons,  2  Johns. 
67;  By  era  v.  Van  Deuseu,  6  Wend. 
268. 
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junction  with  another  not  a  party  to  the  award,  and  over 
whom  he  has  no  control.^  It  is  not  necessary  that  the 
same  acts,  in  the  same  unqualified  matter,  should  be 
awarded  on  each  side,  to  render  an  award  mutual.  Nor 
is  it  an  objection  that  one  party  is  to  perform  something 
on  his  part  before  the  other  releases,  when  matter  is 
awarded  to  be  done  by  that  other,  independent  of  the 
releases.' 

Illustrations.  —  An  award  directed  that  one  of  the  parties 
should  pay  to  another  a  certain  sum  as  the  value  of  stock  hold 
by  the  latter  in  a  corporation,  on  the  ground  that  the  former 
had  converted  to  his  own  use  the  effects  of  the  corporation.  The 
award  did  not  direct  a  transfer  of  the  stock  to  the  party  charged 
with  its  value.  Held,  bad,  because  not  final:  In  re  Williams,  4 
Denio,  194.  A  reference  was  made  to  one  as  "  spt  oial  referee," 
to  make  a  report,  stating  the  facts,  his  conclusions  of  law,  and 
his  recommendations.  The  report  did  not  make  a  final  finding 
of  the  matters  referred,  but  professed  to  be  only  a  recommenda- 
tion. Held,  invalid:  Strong  v.  Barbour,  1  Mackey,  209.  A 
reference  to  arbitrators  required  them  to  make  a  settlement  of 
the  accounts  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant.  The 
award  declared  that  the  defendant  and  another  are  entitled  to 
certain  credits  on  their  account  with  the  plaintiff.  Held,  in- 
valid: Jacob  V.  Ketcham,  87  C;  197.  Arbitrators  determined 
that  the  plaintiffs  should  be  <  m titled  to  a  credit  of  a  certain 
sum,  on  account  of  sales  of  lands  to  the  defendant,  provided 
"they  shall  grant,  or  cause  to  be  granted,  to  W.  C,  the  defend- 
f^nt,  a  clear,  unencumbered,  and  satisfactory  title"  to  the  lands. 
It  did  not  limit  any  time  within  which  the  title  sliould  be  made. 
Held,  invalid:  Carnochan  v.  Christie,  11  Wheat.   'AQ. 

§3385.  Award  must  be  Mutual. —An  award  must  be 
mutual;  i.  e.,  not  give  an  advantage  to  one  party  without 
an  equivalent  to  the  other.  "But  this  mutuality  is  noth- 
ing more  than  that  the  thing  awarded  to  be  done  should 
be  a  final  discharge  of  all  future  claim  by  the  party  in 
whose  favor  the  award  is  made  against  the  other  for  the 
causes  submitted,  or  in  other  words,  that  it  shall  be  final."* 

'  Thornton  v.  Carson,  7  Cranch,  596;  '^  Munro  v.  Alaire,  2  Caines,  320. 
Commonwealth  v.  Pejepscut  Proprie-  '  Purdy  v.  Delavan,  1  Caine.s,  304; 
tors,  7  Mass.  399.     And  see  next  sec-  Karthaua  v,  Ferrer,   1  Pet.  22'2;  Mo- 
tion. Kiudtry    v.    Sulomous,   2    Johns.    57; 
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An  award  is  not  objectionable  for  want  of  mutuality  which 
directs  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  by  one  party  to 
the  other  without  prescribing  any  act  to  be  done  by  the 
other.^  If  one  party  is  not  bound  by  the  award,  it  is  not 
mutual.''  But  although  an  infant  or  a  feme  covert  cannot 
bind  themselves  to  submit  to  an  award,  yet  if  a  person 
enter  into  a  submission  with  a  person  so  incapacitated, 
knowing  the  fact,  he  will  be  bound,  though  the  other  party 
is  not.'  An  arbitration  entered  into  between  the  consignee 
and  muster  of  a  vessel,  which  is  not  binding  on  the  cliMr- 
terer,  in  whose  favor  the  decision  is  given,  is  not  binding' 
on  the  owner.* 


Illustrations. — A,  B,  and  the  0  company  submitted  the 
separate  demands  of  A  against  B  and  the  company,  and  tlie 
arbitrators  charged  B  with  the  value  of  the  stock  owned  by  A 
in  the  company,  on  the  ground  that  B  had  converted  the  effects 
of  the  company  to  his  own  use,  but  they  did  not  order  A  to  con- 
vey the  stock  to  B.  Held,  that  the  award  was  void,  because  not 
mutual  and  final:  Matter  of  Williams,  4  Denio,  194. 


M 


§3386.  Award  must  be  Possible,  —  The  award  must 
be  possible;  i.  e.,  possible  on  its  face.*  Thus  awards  as  to 
the  following  are  said  to  be  impossible  and  void;  e.  g.,  to 
pay  money  on  :  day  already  past;^  to  turn  aside  the  course 
of  the  Thames.^  So  of  an  award  requiring  A  to  procure 
a  certain  person  to  become  his  surety  for  the  payment  of 
the  award ;^  or  of  an  award  that  A  is  to  convey  property 


Munro  v.  Alaire,  2  Caines,  320;  Black- 
riil<;e  V.  Simpson,  .3  Hayw.  (Tenu.)  30; 
Millor  r.  Moore,  7  Serg.  &  R.  1G4;  Han- 
son  V.  Weljber,  40  Me.  I'J-t;  Lamphirei;. 
Cowan,  30  Vt.  420;  Borretta  t-.  Patter- 
son, Tayl.  37;  1  Am.  Dec.  576;  Doo- 
little  r.  Malcom,  8  Leigh,  608;  31  Am. 
Dec.  671;  Russell  on  Arbitration  and 
Award,  285;  Morse  on  Arbitration 
and  Award,  377;  McKeen  v.  Olipiiant, 
18  N.  J.  L.  442;  Power  v.  Power,  7 
Watts,  205;  Gibson  v.  Powell,  5 
Smedes  &  M.  712. 

'  Reyuolda    v.    Reynolds,    15    Ala. 
398. 


2  Furbish  v.  Hall,  8  Me.  315. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
381;  Palmer  v.  Davis,  28  N.  Y. 
242. 

*  Belmont  v.  Tyson,  3  Black  f.  530. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Awanl, 
375;  Lee  17.  Elkina,  12  Mod.  585;  Curd 
V.  Wallace,  7  Dana,  190;  32  Am.  Deo. 
85;  Russell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
247. 

*  Russell  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
288. 

'  Bac.  Abr.,  tit.  Arbitration,  E,  4, 
8  Oldfield  V.  Wilmer,  1   Leon.  140; 
Thursby  v.  Helbot,  3  Mod.  272. 
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to  which  he  has  no  tide,  or  to  pay  money  out  of  a  fund 
not  his.^ 

§  3387.  Awards  are  Liberally  Construed. — Awards  are 
liberally  construed  by  the  courts,  who  will,  if  they  can,  con- 
sistently with  legal  principles,  give  effect  and  operation  to 
the  intention  of  the  arbitrators.'  Thus  where  several 
claims  are  referred  by  a  general  submission,  an  award  for 
the  plaintiff  on  one  or  more,  and  silent  as  to  the  others,  will 
be  taken  to  be  against  him  on  the  latter.*  So  if  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  a  suit  at  law  is  submitted  to  arbitration,  an 
avard  that  the  plaintiff  shall  pay  all  the  costs  of  the  suit 
is  by  necessary  implication  a  finding  that  he  shall  recover 
»<•.  damages.''  The  terms  "heirs  at  law,"  in  an  award 
re.  j^ecting  personal  estate,  may  be  construed  to  mean  all 
a  testator's  children  living,  and  the  child  or  children  of 
uiy  Tf  them  who  died  in  his  lifetime.^  Where  "  all  de- 
mana ' "  were  submitted,  an  award  of  a  certain  sum  in 
full  of  "all  accounts'  to  them  submitted  was  held  to  be 
the  same  as  of  all  demands.^  But  an  award  cannot  be 
extended  beyond  the  things  submitted;  and  even  if  the 
language  of  the  submission  be  broad  enough  to  cover  a 
claim  subsequently  sought  to  le  enforced,  yet  if  it  be 
clearly  made  to  appear  that  the  claim  was  not  before  the 
arbitrators,  and  was  not  passed  upon  by  them,  the  award 
will  not  bar  it.^ 


lation  and  Award, 


'  Adauia  V.  Staley,  2  Show.  01. 

'■^  Archer  v.  Williainsdu,  2  Har.  Sr,  J. 
02;  Butler  V.  Mayor,  1  Hill,  4Ss);  James 
'•.  Thurstou,  1  Cliff.  oG7;  i'linly  v. 
Dulevan,  1  C'aiiie.s,  304;  Sii.ith  v. 
Siiiitli,  4  llaiul.  yj;  Rixford  v.  Nye,  20 
Vt.  132;  Schuyler  v.  Vau  der  Veer,  2 
Caiiiea,  235;  Jackson  v.  Ambler,  14 
Johns.  %;  Walker  v.  Merrill,  13  Me. 
173;  Spuar  v.  Hooper,  22  Tick.  144; 
Kaiiouse  r.  Kanouse,  30  111.  4'M; 
•Skdlings  V.  C'oolidge,  14  Mass.  43; 
Kiihardsoii  v.  iluggui.s,  23  >i.  H.  106; 
15auon  v.  Wilher,  1  Cow.  117;  Burns 
V.  lluudrix,  u4  Ala.  78;  Maryland  etc. 
R.  K.  Co,  V.  Porter,  19  Md.  458;  KoM 
386 


V.  Watt,  16  III.  90;  Lewis  ?•.  Burg  iss, 
5  Gill,  129;  Garitoe  v.  Carter,  1(5  MJ 
309;  Greer  v.  Greer,  1  Dall.  174; 
Inness  v.  Miller,  1  Dall.  183;  Kunckle 
V.  Kunckle,  1  Dall.  30.');  (ronsales  v. 
Deavens,  2  Yeates,  "i.'iO;  Joy  v.  .Simp- 
son, 2  N.  H.  179;  Mueller?'.  Cravat,  2 
Bay,  370;  Sunipter  v.  Murrell,  2  Bay, 
450. 

*  Englemau  v.   Engleman,    1   Dana, 
437. 

*  Sears  v.  Vincent,  8  Allen,  tJO". 

*  Smith  V.  Smith,  4  Rand.  95. 

«  Kendall  v.  Bates,  35  Me.  357. 
'  Lee  V.  Dolan,  39  N.  J.  Eq.  193. 


§§  3388,  3389    remedies  anw  procedure. 
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§  3388.  Presumption  in  Favor  of  Award. — And  the 
courts  will  make  all  reasonable  presumptions  in  favor  of 
the  validity  of  an  award;  and  the  award  will  be  sustained, 
unless  these  presumptions  are  overcome  by  full  proof.* 
The  presumption  will  be  made  that  all  the  legal  requisites 
to  its  validity  have  been  performed  by  the  arbitrators;'' 
and  thiit  all  matters  submitted  have  been  decided  by  the 
arbitrator,  and  that  he  has  not  exceeded  his  authority.* 
One  who  undertakes  to  set  aside  an  award,  if  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  contrary  to  evidence,  must  set  forth  all 
the  evidence  produced  before  the  arbitrators,  and  show 
expressly  that  ii  is  all,  and  that  it  clearly  contradicts  the 
law;  and  if  on  the  grounds  of  mistake,  he  must  siiow  a 
palpable  and  gross  mistake,  not  a  mere  error  in  judgment; 
if  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  he  must  make  clear,  affirmative 
proof  of  the  fraud.'* 


§  3389.     Award  Good  in  Part  and  Bad  in  Part.  —  An 

award  may  be  good  in  part  and  bad  in  part;  and  in  such 
a  case  the  courts  will  enforce  it  as  to  the  good  parts,  and 
reject  those  parts  which  are  void,  because  unauthorized 


'  Strong  V.  strong,  9  Cnsh.  .^GO; 
Tallinau  v.  Tallman,  5  Cush.  .325;  Par- 
sons v.  Aldrich,  6  N.  H.  264;  Hendrick- 
Bon  V.  Kenibach,  33  111.  299;  Hixford 
r.  Nye,  20  Vt.  1.32;  Laniphirev.  Cowan, 
39  Vt.  420;  Hayes  r.  Forskoll,  31  Me. 
112;  Gonsalea  v.  Deavens,  2  Yeates, 
539;  Fiske  v.  South  Wilbrahani  Co., 
7  Allen,  476;  Kendrick  v.  Tarbell,  26 
Vt.  416;  Toinlinson  v,  Hammond,  8 
Iowa,  40;  Dolph  v.  Clemens,  4  Wis. 
181;  Merritt  v.  Merritt,  11  111.  565; 
Tlioreau  v.  Pallies,  5  Allen,  354;  Mc- 
Calmont  v.Whitaker,  3  Rawle,  84;  23 
Am.  Dec.  102;  Harris  v.  Social  Mfg. 
Co.,  8  R.  I.  133;  5  Am.  Rep.  549;  Mc- 
Donald V.  Aniont,  14  111.  58;  Richards 
t.'.  Brockenhrough,  1  Rand.  449;  Coup- 
land  »'.  Anderson,  2  Call,  106;  King 
V.  Cook,  T.  U.  P.  Charlt.  287;  4  Am. 
Dec.  715;  Archer  r. Williamson.  2  Har. 
&  (Jr.  67;  Fryeburg  Canal  v.  Frye,  5 
Me.  38;    Kartbaua  v.  Ferrer,  I    Pet. 


222;  Smith  v.  Minor,  1  N.  J.  L.  Iti; 
Haywood  t).  Harmon,  17  111.  477;  Itdln 
son  V.  Carson,  8  Md.  208;  Armstrong 
V.  Armstrong,  1  Leigh,  491;  Ott  i; 
Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  482;  Green  v. 
Franklin,  1  Tex.  497;  Taberi;.  Jenny, 
Spragne,  315;  Carter  v.  Sams,  4  Dev. 
&  B.  1S2;  Kimble u.  Saunders,  10;Sei!,'. 
&  R.  193;  Scannard  v.  Smith,  4U  \t. 
513;  Denhtvm  v.  Williams,  39  Ga.  SIJ; 
Pollock  V.  Sutherlin,  25  Gratt.  "J*; 
Phipps  V.  Tompkins,  50  Ga.  641 ;  Mc- 
Dowell V.  Tliomas,  4  Neb.  542;  Ymmg 
V.  Kinney,  48  Vt,  22;  Darst  v.  Culliur, 
86  111.  96;  Liverpool  etc.  Ins.  Co.  i: 
Goehring,  99  Pa.  St.  13. 

''  Leominster  t'.  R.  R.  Co.,  7  Alkn, 
38;  Blood  t>.  Shine,  2  Fla.  127;  Waiinr 
V.  Collins,  135  Mass.  26;  Price  j;. Kiiby, 
1  Ala.  184. 

»  Caton  V.  McTavish,  10  Gill  &  J. 
192;  Green  v.  Ford,  17  Ark.  586. 

*  Overby  v.  Thrasher,  47  Ga.  10. 
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or  illegal.*  If  an  award  is  for  more  than  the  arbitrators 
have  power  to  make  it,  as,  for  example,  where  their  power 
is  limited  by  the  amount  of  the  penalty  of  a  bond,  the 
award  is  not  necessarily  void  altogether,  but  the  excess 
may  be  remitted.'*  An  unauthorized  provision  for  payment 
of  costs,  or  of  arbitrator's  fees,  will  not  vitiate  an  award, 
as  respects  payment  of  damages,  if  the  two  can  be  distin- 
guished.* And  so  of  a  defect  in  neglecting  to  ascertain 
costs.*  But  if  there  is  such  a  connection  between  the  two 
parts  that  one  cannot  be  rejected  and  the  other  allowed 
to  stand  without  doing  injustice,  then  the  award  will  be 
void  in  toto} 


»  Cox  V.  Jagger,  2  Cow.  638;  14  Am. 
Dec.  522;  Orcutt  v.  Butler,  42  Me.  83; 
Clement  v.  Durgin,  1  Greenl.  300; 
Jackson  v.  Ambler,  14  Johns.  96; 
Martin  v.  Williams,  13  Johns.  264; 
McBride?^  Hogan,  1  Wend.  326;  Dake 
V.  James,  4N.  Y.  568;  Chase  v.  Strain, 
15  N.  H.  535;  Day  v.  Hooper,  51  Me. 
178;  Banks  v.  Adams,  23  Me.  25'.); 
Carson  v.  Earlywine,  14  Tnd.  256; 
Blossom  V.  Van  Aniriuge,  63  N.  C.  65; 
Rogers  v.  Tatum,  25  N.  J.  L.  281; 
Walker  v.  Walker,  28  Ga.  140;  Dar- 
ling V.  Darling,  16  Wis.  644;  Cowan 
V,  McNeeley,  10  Irerl  5;  Caton  v.  Mc- 
Tavish,  10  Gill  &  J.  192;  Garitee  v. 
Carter,  16  Md.  .309;  Reynolds  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 15  Ala.  398;  Barrows  v.  Cayen, 
11  Cnsh.  37;  Parnialee  v.  Allen,  32 
Coini.  115;  Cohen  v.  Habenicht,  14 
Rich.  Eq.  31;  Woglani  v.  Kurnes,  1 
Binn.  109;  Giddings  v.  Hadawav,  28 
Vt.  342;  Gilmore  v.  Hubbanl,  12 
Cash.  220;  Tracy  v.  Herrick.  25  N.  II. 
381;  Smith  v.  Sweeney,  35  X.  Y.  291; 
Williams  V.  Walton,  9  Cal.  146;  Mul- 
drow  /'.  Morris,  2  Cal.  74;  56  Am.  Dec. 
313;  Rand  v.  Mather,  11  Cush.  1;  59 
Am.  Dec.  131;  overruling  Loomis 
r.  Newhall,  15  Pick.  159;  Nichols  v. 
Ins.  Co.,  22  Wend.  417;  Shearer 
V.  Handy,  22  Pick.  417;  Cromwell  v. 
Owings.  6  Har.  &  J.  10;  Gibson  v. 
Bioadfoot,  5  Deaaua.  Ch.  11;  Gibson 
V.  Powell,  5  Smedes  &  M.  712;  Wynn 
V.  Bellas,  34  Pa.  St.  160;  Gordon  v. 
Tucker,  6  Me.  247;  De  Groot  v.  United 
States,  5  Wall.  419;  Harrington  v. 
Brown,    9    Allen,    579;    Hoagland    v. 


Veghte,  23  N.  J.  L.  92;  Babb  v.  Strom- 
berfT,  14  Pa.  St.  397;  Ri.xford  v.  Nye. 
20  Vt.  132;  Lawson  ?\  Hall,  56  Me. 
142;  Stanwood  v.  Mitchell,  59  Mu. 
121;  Hartland  ?•.  Henry,  44  Vt.  593; 
Riciiardson  r.  Payne,  55  Ga.  167; 
Bogan  V.  Daughrill,  51  Ala.  312; 
Adams  V.  Rinao,  79  Ky.  211;  Warner 
V.  (.!(illins,  135  Mass.  26. 

*  Elirman  v.  StanHeUl,  SO  Ala.  118. 

^  Day  V.  Hooper,  51  Me.  178;  Han- 
son V.  Webber,  40  Me.  IIM;  Garitee  v. 
Carter,  16  Md.  309;  Hi  bbell  r.  Bi.ssell, 
2  Allen,  196;  Blossom  .VanAmringo, 
63  N.  C.  65;  Stevens  ■•.  Brown,  82  N. 
C.  460;  Tyler  ,.  I--.,  13  Me.  41. 

*  Rixfortl  V.  Nye,  20  Vt.  1.32. 

»  Adams  v.  Adam.s,  8  N.  H.  82; 
Hagan  c.  Addis,  14  N.  J.  L.  333;  Sweet 
V.  Mattlicw.son,  1  R.  I.  420;  Culpepper 
;•.  Gilliam,  9  Ired.  126;  Buckley  v. 
Ellmaker,  13  Serg.  &  R.  71;  Gibson  v. 
Powell,  4  Snu'ili's  &  M.  712;  Shearer 
V.  Handy,  22  Pick.  417;  McCornuck 
V.  Gray,  13  How.  26;  Philbrick  v. 
Preblo,  18  Me.  2.55;  36  Am.  Dec.  718; 
Lyde  V.  Rodgers,  5  Wheat.  394;  Saw- 
yer V.  Freeman,  35  Me.  542;  De  Groot 
V.  United  States,  5  Wall.  419;  Boyn- 
ton  V.  Fry(!,  33  Me.  216;  Thrasher  v. 
Haynes,  2  N.  H.  429;  Bullet  v.  Mus- 
grave,  3  Gill,  31;  Bullock  r.  Bergman, 
46  Md.  270;  White  v.  Arthur,  59  Cal. 
33.  In  Nichols  v.  Rensselaer  Ins.  Co., 
22  Wend.  127,  it  is  said:  "An  award 
may  be  good  in  part  and  bad  in  part, 
and  the  vicious  will  not  overthrow  the 
good,  unless  there  is  such  a  connection 
between  them   that  injustice  will  be 
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Illustrations.  —  An  award  may  be  binding  on  a  portion  of 
the  parties,  and  not  on  the  residue.     Thus  where  adult  and 


done  if  one  part  standa  while  the 
other  fails:  13  Johns.  264;  1  Cow.  117; 
2  Cow.  038.  If  the  same  party  is  re- 
quired to  do  p  iveral  things,  and  as  to 
some  of  them  tlie  award  is  bad  on  the 
ground  of  uncertainty,  or  because  the 
arbitrators  have  exceeded  their  powers, 
this  can  furnish  no  good  reason  for 
holding  the  party  discharged  as  to 
those  things  which  are  well  awarH^d. 
But  where  the  good  and  the  bt  e- 
late  to  diflferent  parties,  and  thb  "oid 
part  of  the  award  is  the  consideration 
or  recompense  of  the  thing  awarded 
on  the  other  sii^e,  the  whole  award 
must  fail.  It  would  be  manifestly 
unjust  to  compel  one  party  to  perform 
the  award,  when  he  cannot  have  the 
benefit  or  advantage  wliich  the  arbi- 
trators intended  he  should  receive  as 
an  equivalent:  Popew.  Brett,  2  Saund. 
21)2,  and  note  1;  Schuyler  v.  Van  der 
Veer,  2  Caiues,  2li5;  Luc  v.  Elkins,  12 
Mod.  587,  5S9;  Kyd  on  Awards,  244- 
248,  251),  287;  Wutsou  on  ArbitratioK 
and  AM'ard,  131,  ]3r),  138.  But  in 
cases  falling  within  t!iis  rule,  an  offer 
to  pei'forui  that  part  of  the  award 
which  is  void  for  uncertainty,  or  !)c- 
causu  it  is  out  of  the  subnii.>sii)U,  would 
perliaps  remove  tlie  objection:  Leo  ?•. 
Elkins,  12  Mod.  587,  589;  Kyd  on 
Awards,  259,  287."  In  Whiteher  v. 
Whiteher,  49  N.  H.  176,  0  Am.  Rep. 
486,  the  court  said:  "It  is  an  eleiu'ii- 
tary  principle  in  the  law  of  arbitra- 
ment and  award  tliat  an  award  may 
be  good  in  part  and  bad  in  part,  and 
that  in  certain  conditions  the  valid 
part  may  be  sustained,  and  may  sup- 
port an  action  for  breach  of  the  prom- 
ise to  perforin  tiie  general  award: 
Tope  V.  Brett,  2  Saund.  292;  Foster  v. 
Durant,  2  Ciish.  544;  Caldwell  on 
Arbitration,  106,  l.'IO;  Lyle  w.  Rodgers, 
5  Wheat.  394;  Sctuiyler  v.  Van  der 
Veer,  2  Caines,  240.  But  those  are 
cases  where  the  su  'ject  appears  clearly 
capable  of  l)eiiip  separated.  It  must 
clearly  appear  that  the  void  part  is 
not  only  disconnected  and  distinct 
from  the  valid  parts  in  itself,  but  that 
it  would  not  have  affected  the  decision 
of  the  arbitrators  in  other  respects,  so 
that  the  void  part  being  rejected,  the 
remaining  parts  will  yet  express  the 


judgment  of  the  arbitrators  truly: 
Caldwell  on  Arbitration,  130,  note  1, 
and  authorities  cited;  or  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
(5  Wheat.  409),  'if  that  part  which  is 
void  be  so  coimected  with  the  re.^t  as 
to  affect  the  justice  of  the  case  between 
the  parties,  the  whole  is  void.'  And 
he  enforces  the  principle  by  this  ilhis- 
tration:  'If  A  be  directeil  to  pay  B 
one  hundred  dollars,  and  also  to  do 
some  other  act  not  well  enough  defined 
to  be  obligatory,  there  is  no  reason 
why  B  should  not  have  his  one  hun- 
dred dollars  because  he  cannot  also 
get  that  other  thing  which  was  in- 
tended for  him.  But  if  A  be  directed 
to  pay  B  one  hundred  dollars,  and  B 
to  do  something  for  the  benefit  of  A, 
which  is  not  so  defined  as  to  enable  A 
to  obtain  it,  there  is  much  reason  why 
A  should  not  pay  B  the  one  hundred 
dollars,  since  he  cannot  obtain  that 
which  the  arbitrators  as  much  in- 
teudeil  he  should  receive  as  that  he 
should  pay  the  sum  awarded  against 
him. '  In  Pope  v.  Brett,  2  Saund.  29'J, 
the  award  was  that  Pope  should  be 
paid  by  Brett  the  money  due  to  Pope  a' 
well  for  task  work  as  for  day  work,  and 
tlien  Pope  should  pay  to  Brett  twenty- 
five  pounds,  and  mutual  releases  were 
also  awarded.  It  was  admitted  that 
the  award  of  payment  for  task  work 
and  day  work  was  void  for  uncertainty, 
but  it  was  contended  tliat  the  award 
was  good  for  the  residue.  But  the 
court  said  that  '  if  the  clause  of  task 
work  and  day  work  be  void,  as  it  is 
admitted  to  be,  the  whole  award  is 
void;  for  it  appears  that  William  Pope 
was  awarded  to  pay  the  twenty-hvo 
pounds,  and  to  j:ive  a  general  release, 
upon  a  sniiposirion  by  the  arbitrator 
that  he  should  ue  p  dd  the  task  work 
and  day  work  by  virtue  of  that  award, 
and  that  not  being  so,  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  tiie  arbitrators,  as  appears  by 
the  award  it-rlf,  that  he  should  pay 
the  money  aud  give  a  general  release, 
and  yet  recMve  nothing  for  the  task 
work  and  d.^y  work,  as  by  reason  oi 
the  uncertainty  of  the  award  in  tliat 
part  he  could  not.'  And  in  his  note 
of  this  case  Sergeant  Williams  s:iys: 
'  If  by  the  nullity  of  the  award  in  any 
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minor  heirs,  the  latter  acting  by  their  guardian  ad  litcv),  have 
submitted  with  the  administrator,  the  hitter's  course  of  admin- 
istration, to  arbitrators,  and  approved  of  their  award,  the 
adults  will  be  bound,  but  not  the  minors:  Furt  v.  JJattle,  21 
Miss.  133. 

§  3390.  Award  Final  and  Conclusive  —  Merger  of 
Claims.  —  An  award,  when  valid,  oporatos  as  a  final  and 
conclusive  judgment  between  the  parties  as  to  all  matters 
determined  by  it.*  An  award  of  arbitrators,  unappoaled 
from,  has  the  same  legal  ed'oct  by  way  of  estojipel  by 
judgment  as  the  verdict  of  a  jury  and  a  judgment  thereon 
under  an  issue  strictly  made  up.^  It  operates  as  a  merger 
of  the  original  claim.'  But  if  the  award  is  void,  tlio 
original  cause  of  action  stands;*  or  if  the  award  fail;°  or 
if  it  was  published  on  the  express  condition  that  neither 
party  was  to  be  bound;*  or  where  the  matter  is  not  a  sub- 
ject of  arbitration,  or  is  a  specialty,  and  the  submission 
is  by  parol;'  or  where  it  does  not  appear  with  reasonable 
certainty,  from  a  submission  and  award,  that  the  rights 


part,  one  of  the  parties  cannot  have 
the  advantage  intended  him  as  a  rec- 
ompense Of  consideration  for  that 
which  he  is  to  do  to  the  other,  the 
award  is  void  in  the  whole.'  See  also 
York  and  Cumberland  R.  R.  v.  Myers, 
18  How.  245;  Boynton  v.  Frye,  33  Me. 
219;  Sawyer  t\  Freeman,  35  Me.  546; 
Price  V.  Popkin,  10  Ad.  &  E.  145." 

»  Coleman  v.  Wade,  6  N.  Y.  44; 
Bannel  v.  Pinto,  2  Conn.  431; 
Wheeler  v.  Van  Houton,  12  Johns. 
311;  Girdlerr.  Carter,  47  N.  H.  305; 
Fideler  v.  Cooper,  19  Wend.  285; 
Varney  v.  Brewster,  14  N.  H.  49; 
Johnson  v.  Noble,  13  N.  H.  286;  38 
Am.  Dec.  485;  Greene  v.  Darling,  5 
Mason,  201 ;  Wright  v.  Bolton,  8  Ala. 
548;  Shackelford  v.  Purket,  2  A.  K. 
Marsh.  435;  12  Am.  Dec.  422;  Speer 
V.  McChesney,  2  Watts  &  S.  233; 
Ennos  v.  Pratt  26  Vt.  630;  Rogers  v. 
Holden,  13  111.  ?93;  Jessiman  v.  Haver- 
hill Iron  Co.,  1  N.  H.  68;  Preston  v. 
Whitcomb,  11  Vt.  47;  Keaton  v.  Mul- 
ligan, 43  Ga.  308;  Hadaway  v.  Kelly, 
78  111.  286;  Young  v.  Kinney,  48  Vt. 
72;  Smith  v.  Brandon  Kaolin  Co.,  52 


Vt.  469;  Auding  v.  Levy,  60  Miss. 
487;  Morse  v.  Bishop,  55  Vt.  231. 
Where  parties  agree  to  have  timber 
estimated  by  a  surveyor,  his  estimate 
is  binding,  in  the  absence  of  corruption 
or  gross  negligence  on  his  part:  Oakes 
V.  Moore,  24  Me.  214;  41  Am.  Dec. 
379. 

^  Lloyd  w.  Barr,  11  Pa.  St.  41. 

'  Coleman  v.  Wade,  6  N.  Y.  44; 
Dinen  v.  Getchell,  55  Me.  241 ;  Varney 
V.  Brewster,  14  N.  H.  49;  Girdler  v. 
Carter,  47  N.  H.  305;  Armstrong  v. 
Masten,  11  Johns.  189;  Curley  v. 
Dean,  4  Conn.  259;  10  Am.  Dec.  140; 
Tevis  V.  Tevis,  4  T.  B.  Mon.  46;  Evans 
V.  McKinsey,  6  Litt.  262;  Briggs  v. 
Brewster,  23  Vt.  100;  Wiberlv  v. 
Matthews,  91  N.  Y.  648;  Groat  v. 
Pracht,  31  Kan.  656. 

*  Mayo  V.  Butler,  1  Barb.  325;  Hart 
V.  Lauman,  29  Baro.  410;  Morton  v. 
Cameron,  3  Rob.  (N.  Y.)  189. 

*  Haggart  v.  Morgan,  5  N.  Y.  422; 
55  Am.  Dec.  350. 

«  Sartwell  v.  Horton,  28  Vt.  370. 
^  Logsdon  V.  Roberts,  3  T.  B.  Mon. 
255. 
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of  a  party  which  he  seeks  to  enforce  in  an  action  were 
submitted  to  the  arbitrators,  or  ascertained  and  deter- 
mined by  the  award.*  The  original  cause  of  action  will 
not  bo  extinguished  by  an  award  which  finds  a  certain 
sum  of  money  to  be  due  on  a  mortgage,  and  extends  the 
time  of  its  payment.''  Where  the  award  finds  for  a  party, 
with  a  condition  that  the  other  party  shall  first  do  some- 
thing, performance  by  the  latter  must  be  shown  before 
the  award  can  be  pleaded  in  bar.^ 

Illustrations.  —  In  a  controversy,  the  parties  agree  to  sub- 
mit certain  legal  questions  to  the  decision  of  a  referee,  and  one 
of  the  parties  afterwards  sues  the  other,  and  the  suit  concerns 
the  same  subject-matter  on  which  the  award  was  rendered. 
Held,  that  the  decision  of  the  arbitrator  is  the  law  governing 
the  case:  Lunsford  v.  Sviith,  12  Gratt.  554.  An  arbitrator  was 
chosen  by  two  partners  on  dissolution  to  complete  the  firm 
business,  to  collect  dues  and  pay  debts,  settle  all  disputes  be- 
tween themselves,  and  present  an  account  showing  the  amount 
due  either  partner.  Held,  that  no  negligence  on  his  part  as 
agent  of  both  parties  in  failing  to  collect  debts  could  aflect  the 
validity  of  his  award:  Russell  v.  Smith,  87  Ind.  457. 

§  3391.  Award  Final  as  to  All  Matters  Submitted  — 
Different  Rule  in  Some  States.  —  In  England,  after  the 
award  has  been  made,  no  action  can  be  maintained  upon 
any  demand  or  matter  within  the  scope  of  the  submission, 
even  though  it  was  not  presented  to  the  arbitrators  or  de- 
cided by  them.*  In  the  United  States  the  rulings  on  this 
question  are  not  in  accord.  In  Nevv-  York  it  is  held  that 
the  award  is  a  bar  as  to  demands  included  in  the  submis- 
sion, but  not  presented  to  the  arbitrators.'     And  the  same 


»  Hopson  V.  Doolittle,  13  Conn.  23G. 
«  Howett  V.  iMonical,  '25  111.  122. 

*  Com.  V.  Pejepscut  Props.,  7  Mass. 
399. 

♦  Dunn  V.  Murray,  9  Barn.  &  C.  780; 
Dicas  V.  Jay,  6  Bing.  519;  Smalley  w. 
R.  R.  Co.,  2  Hurl.  &  N.  158;  Clegg 
V.  Dearden,  12  Q.  B.  570;  Smith  ?'. 
Johnson,  15  East,  213.  Though  relief 
might  be  had  in  equity  where  the  ar- 
bitrators by  accident  or  mistake  had 


neglected  to  consider  a  claim:  Brophy 
V.  Holmes,  2  MoUoy,  1. 

^  Fidler  v.  Cooper,  19  Wend.  285; 
Wheeler  I'.Van  Houten,  12  Johns.  311; 
Coleman  »;.  Wade,  6  N.  Y.  44;  Howard 
V.  Cooper,  1  Hill,  44;  Brazill  v.  Isliam, 
12  N.  Y.  9;  1  E.  D.  Smith,  437;  Em- 
met  V.  Hoyt,  17  Wend.  410;  Owen  v. 
Boerum,  23  Barb.  187.  Thus  in  Ottw. 
Schroeppel,  5  N.  Y.  486,  it  is  said: 
"An  award  made  under  a  general  sub- 
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rule  has  been  followed  in  other  states.'  On  the  other 
hand,  in  Massachusetts  and  some  other  states,  the  award 
is  only  a  bar  as  to  demands  and  matters  presented  to  and 
determined  by  the  arbitrators.' 

§  3392.  Award  of  Chattels  Vests  Title.  —An  award  of 
chattels  vests  the  property  in  the  party  to  whom  they  are 
awarded  at  once,'  unless  subject  to  a  condition  precedent 
to  be  first  performed  by  the  other.* 

§  3393.  But  not  Award  of  Land.  —  But  an  award  of 
land  does  not  vest  title  in  the  party.  It  acts  sim[)ly  as  an 
estoppel  to  prevent  the  other  from  sotting  up  title.* 

§  3394.    Effect  of  Award  as  to  Strangers  to  Submission. 

— As  a  rule,  an  award  is  inoperative  both  in  favor  of  and  as 


mission  is  final  as  to  matters  within 
the  submission,  although  not  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  arbitrator  nor 
embraced  in  his  award.  The  parties 
are  bound  to  claim  before  the  arbitra- 
tor all  demands  coming  within  the 
scope  of  the  submission;  and  if  tliey 
fail  to  do  so,  they  will  be  conchulod 
from  ever  after  asserting  such  de- 
mands." 

'  Robinson  v.  Morse,  26  Vt.  392; 
Briggs  V.  Brewster,  23  Vt.  100;  Shack- 
elford V.  Purket,  2  A.  K.  Marsh.  435; 
12  Am.  Dec.  432;  McJimsey  t>.  Trav- 
erse, 1  Stew.  244;  18  Am.  Dec.  43; 
Stipp  V.  Washington  Hall  Co.,  5 
Blackf.  473;  Green  v.  Danby,  12  Vt. 
338;  Seeley  v.  Pelton,  63  111.  101.  An 
award  that  nothing  was  due  from 
either  party  to  the  other  is  a  good  de- 
fense against  all  claims  due  betore  the 
submission:  Johnson  v.  Knowlton,  35 
Me.  467. 

»  Mt.  Desert  v.  Tremont,  75  Me.  252; 
North  Yarmouth  v.  Cumberland,  6 
Greenl.  21 ;  Bixbyr. Whitney,  5  Greenl. 
192;  Whittemore  v.  Whittemore,  2 
N.  H.  26;  Webster  y.  Lee,  5  Mass.  334; 
Edwards  v.  Stevens,  1  Allen,  315. 
Unless  the  party  deliberately  refuses, 
on  request,  to  present  a  demand  em- 
br;u'ed  in  the  submission  to  the  arbi- 
tiators:  Wartield t>.  Holbrook,  20  Pick. 
631. 


»  Girdler  v.  Carter,  47  N.  H.  305. 

*  Hunter  v.  Kice,  15  Piast,  100. 

'  Sellick  V.  Addams,  15  Johns.  197; 
Shepard  v.  liyers,  15  Johns.  497; 
Shelton  v.  Alcox  11  Conn.  240;  Gray 
V.  Berry,  9  N.  H.  473;  Girdler  v.  Car- 
tor,  47  N.  H.  305;  Page  v.  Foster,  7 
N.  H.  392;  Goodridge  v.  Dustin,  5 
Met.  363;  overruling  Whitney  v. 
Holmes,  15  Mass.  152;  Cox  v.  dagger, 

2  Cow.  638;  14  Am.  Dec.  5'J2.  In 
Jackson  v.  Gager,  5  Cow.  387,  it  is 
said:  "An  award,  whether  it  relates 
to  the  title,  the  possession,  or  the  loca- 
tion or  boundaries  of  land,  has  not  the 
operation  of  a  conveyance.  But  the 
parties  are  concluded  by  their  agree- 
ment from  disputing  tlie  location,  or 
boundaries,  or  title,  as  settled  by  the 
arbitrators.  Its  operation  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  estoppel:  Doe  v.  llosser, 

3  East,  15;  Hunter  v.  Rice,  15  East, 
100;  Calhoun's  Lessee  v.  Dunning,  4 
Dall.  120;  Lessee  of  Dixon  v.  More- 
head,  Addis.  216,  219.  The  award  in 
such  cases  is  not  offered  as  evidence  of 
title,  but  to  prevent  either  party  to  it 
from  setting  up  a  title,  etc.,  which 
had  been  negotiated  by  the  award: 
Kyd  on  Awards,  Phila.  ed.  1808,  62, 
note  d;  Sellick  v.  Addams,  15  Johns. 
197;  Shepard  v.  Ryers,  15  Johns.  497, 
and  cases  there  cited;  Cox  v.  Jagger, 
2  Cow.  650." 
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against  a  stranger  to  the  submission.    It  is  not  arlmissiblo 
in  evidence  against  him/  tliough  it  may  bo  ovi<lence  iu 
his  favor.'    An  arbitrator  has  no  autliority  to  award  as  to 
persons  not  parties  to  tlio  submission  or  their  property.' 
Whore  A  and  B  submit  to  arbitration  a  suit  between  C 
and  D,  an  award  in  that  suit  is  not  binding  upon  tlio 
parties  to  the  submission.*     An  award  requiring  one  of 
the  parties  to  the  submission  to  cause  a  third  person, 
whom  it  does  not  appear  ho  has  any  right  to  dispossess, 
to  deliver  the  possession  of  land  to  the  other  party,  ia 
void.*    If  one  of  the  holders  of  a  joint  promissory  note 
and  one  of  the  makers  submit  to  arbitration  the  question 
whether  the  note  is  valid  as  to  such  maker,  and  the  arbi- 
trators award  that  it  is  not,  the  award  will  not  bar  a  suit 
by  all  the  holders  against  all  the  makers  of  the  note.'    If 
parties  to  a  suit  at  law  submit  the  subject-matter  thereof 
to  arbitration,  and  include  in  the  submission  separate 
matters,  one  of  which  affects  the  rights  of  a  third  person, 
an  award  in  favor  of  the  defendant  as  to  the  subject-matter 
of  the  suit  will  be  a  bar  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
action,  although  it  may  not  be  binding  upon  such  third 
person.^     A  stranger  may,  however,  by  his  acts,  bring 
himself  within  the  operation  of  an  award."     Thus  where 
persons  not  parties  to  the  suit  agreed  in  writing  to  the 
arbitration,  it  was  held  that  they  thereby  became  parties 
to  the  suit,  and  that  the  award  was  binding.®     And  if  the 
parties  comprehended  in  the  award  were  in  contemplation 
of  the  submission,  though  not  directly  parties  to  it,  the 


*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
619,  520;  Collins  v.  Freas,  77  Pa.  St. 
493;  Chapman  v.  Champion,  2  Day, 
101;  Wyatt  v.  Benson,  23  Barb.  327; 
4  Abb.  Pr.  182;  Dayton  v.  District  of 
Columbia,  18  Ct.  of  CI.  13. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
619,  520. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
202,  203;  Dale  v.  Mothram,  2  Barn. 
291;  Martin  V.  Williams,  13  Johns.  264. 


♦  Vosburg'i  V.  Bame,  14  Jolms. 
302. 

*  Martin  v.  Williams,  13  Johns. 
264. 

•  Woody  V.  Pickard,  8  Blackf.  55. 
'  Sears  v.  Vincent,  8  Allen,  507. 

'  George  r.  Johnson,  45  N.  H.  456; 
Humphreys  v.  Gardner,  11  Johns.  61; 
Sears  v.  Vincent,  8  Allen,  507;  Mc« 
Ghee  v.  McGhee,  12  Ala.  83. 

»  Shultz  V.  Lempert,  55  Tex.  273. 
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award  is  good.*  An  award  as  to  a  bond  maj',  by  extend- 
ing time  of  payment,  release  sureties  not  i)artie3  to  tlio 
submission.'  And  the  rights  of  a  party  under  an  award 
may  pass  to  a  stranger  by  assignment.'  Where  the  sub- 
mission makes  no  reference  to  the  assigns  of  the  parties 
thereto,  an  award  which  purports  to  bind  a  party  and  his 
assigns  to  an  annual  payment  is  invalid.*  An  award  can- 
not be  impugned  by  a  third  person.'  And  a  party  cannot 
object  to  parts  of  an  award  which  aflect  others,  and  not 
himself.* 


ime,    14    Johns. 
lams,    13   Johns. 


§  3395.  Voidable  Award  may  be  Ratified  by  the  Par- 
ties.—  A  valid  award  is  binding  on  the  parties  at  once, 
and  needs  no  ratification  by  them.^  Even  a  voidable 
award  may  be  ratified  and  made  valid  by  the  parties;* 
and  this,  without  any  new  consideration.'  Where  tho 
parties  to  an  arbitration  enter  into  an  agreement  founded 
on  the  award,  they  ratify  it.'"  If  a  defendant  defeat  a  suit 
by  relying  on  a  submission  and  award  in  the  case,  ho 
cannot  afterwards  object  in  a  suit  upon  tho  award  that 
the  submission  was  invalid."  The  objection  that  an  award 
is  not  certain  or  final  should  be  made  before  judgment  is 
pronounced  thereon.'*  After  long  acquiescence,  an  award 
will  not  be  set  aside,  though  the  arbitrators  exceeded 
their  authority."    So  where  a  party  has  paid  an  award, 


*  Macon  r.  Crump,  1  Call,  575. 
«  Coleman  v.  Wade,  6  N.  Y.  44. 
•Hodge  V.  Sanders,  17   Pick.  470; 

Shelton  V.  Alcox,  11  Conn.  240. 

*  Littlefield  v.  Smith,  74  Me.  387. 

*  Penniman  v.  Patchin,  6  Vt.  3'25. 
*NetIeton  v.  Buckingham,  1  Root, 

149. 

'  Sears  v.  Vincent,  8  Allen,  507; 
Hopson  V.  Doolittle,  13  Conn.  236. 

•Culver  V.  Ashley,  19  Pick.  300; 
Jones  0.  Phoenix  Bank,  8  N.  Y.  228; 
George  v.  Johnson,  45  N.  H.  456; 
Tyler  v.  Stephens,  7  Ga.  278;  Hays  v. 
Hays,  23  Wend.  363;  Willingham  v. 
Harrell,  36  Ala.  583;  Christman  v. 
Moran,   9   Pa.    St.   487;    Heunigh  v. 


Kramer,  50  Pa.  St.  530;  Cross  v.  Cross, 
17  N.  J.  Eq.  288;  Noyes  v.  Gould,  57 
N.  H.  20;  Phillips  v.  Coucli,  66  Mo. 
219;  Reynolds  v.  Roebuck,  37  Ala. 
408;  Estice  v.  Cockerill,  26  Miss.  127; 
Hoogsj).  Morse,  31  Cal.  128;  Forqueron 
r.  Van  Meter,  9  lad,  270.  That  a  void 
award  cannot  be  ratified  is  held  in 
some  cases:  Wiles  v.  Peck,  26  N.  Y. 
42;  Bullitt  v.  Musgrove,  3  Gill,  31. 

»  Ellison  V.  Weathers,  78  Mo.  1 15. 

»  Bentley  v.  Davis,  21  Neb.  685. 

"  Stipp  V.  Washington  Hall  Co.,  5 
Blackf.  473. 

'*  Burrows  v.  Guthrie,  61  111.  70. 

"  McDaniel  v.  Bell,  3  Hayw.  (Tenn.) 
258. 
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and  acquiesced  iu  it  for  j'ears,  chancery  will  not  disturb 
it.^  Newly  discovered  evidence  is  no  ground  for  setting 
aside  an  award,  where  the  party  has  been  guilty  of  laches.' 
An  award  may  be  abandoned  by  consent  of  the  parties, 
who  thereupon  will  be  remitted  to  their  original  rights.' 
An  award  repudiated  by  both  parties  cannot  afterwards 
be  set  up  by  one  of  them.* 

§  3396.  Performance  of  Award.  —  Performance  of  the 
award  is  required  of  the  parties  according  to  its  orders 
ai'd  i!it'3nt.*  A  demand  is  not  necessary  to  sustain  an 
&(  .vii  on  an  award,  except  where  the  award  is  to  pay 
mon^y  on  request.*  Where  it  is  for  the  payment  of 
money  unconditionally,  the  party  becomes  liable  to  pay 
afte/  publication,  without  any  demand.'  If  an  award  di- 
rects one  of  two  things  to  be  done  in  the  alternative,  and 
one  of  them  is  uncertain  or  impossible,  it  is  incumbent 
on  the  party  to  perform  the  other.'  On  a  parol  award,  if 
there  be  a  tender  of  performance  and  a  refusal  of  the 
tender,  this  is  equivalent  to  a  performance.' 

§  3397.  Where  Performance  by  One  Condition  Prece- 
dent to  Performance  of  Another.  —  "  Where  by  an  award 
acts  are  to  be  performed  by  both  parties,  and  those  acts 
are  distinct  and  independent,  the  one  not  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  the  other,  either  party  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
the  award  who  does  not  perform  all  he  is  appointed  to  do, 
although  the  opposite  party  may  have  entirely  neglected 
to  obej''  the  award  on  his  side."  "•  But  if  the  acts  ordered 
to  be  done  by  one  party  are  dependent  on  acts  ordered  to 
be  done  by  the  other,  the  former  cannot  sue  until  he  has 


'  McRae  v.  Buck,  2  Stew.  &  P.  155; 
McDaniel  v.  Bell,  3  Hayw.  (Tenn.)  258; 
Hite  V.  Hite,  1  B.  Mon.  177;  Willing- 
ham  V.  Harrell,  36  Ala.  583;  Clark  v. 
Thurmond,  46  Ga.  97. 

»  Dulin  V.  Caldwell,  29  Ga.  362. 

'  Eastman  v.  Armstrong,  2G  111.  216. 

*  Miirahall  r.  Piles,  3  Bush,  249. 

»  Preston  V.  VVhitcomb,    11   Vt.   47. 


«  Parsons  v.  Aldrich,  6  N.  H.  264. 

'  Thompson  v.  Mitchell,  35  Me.  281. 

«  McDonald  v.  Arnout,  14  111.  58. 

•  Smith  V.  Stewart,  6  Ind.  220. 

"  Girin^r  v.  Carter,  47  N.  H.  305; 
Pickering  v.  Pickering,  19  N.  H.  389; 
Loring  v.  Whittemore,  13  Gray,  228; 
Nichols  V.  Rensselaer  Jus.  Co.,  "2 
Wend.  125. 
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shown  performance  on  his  part.*  Where  an  award  di- 
rects each  party  to  release  certain  estate  to  the  other, 
and  the  acts  are  to  be  done  within  a  certain  time,  they 
are  to  be  held  concurrent,  and  neither  can  demand  per- 
formance without  offering  performance  on  his  own  part.' 
But  where  arbitrators  award  a  sura  of  money,  and  mu- 
tual releases  between  the  parties,  a  tender  of  u  release  is 
not  necessary  before  bringing  an  action  for  the  money.' 

Illustrations. — Arbitrators  awarded:  1.  That  A  pay  to 
B  a  certain  sum;  2.  That  B  execute  releases  to  A.  Held, 
that  the  payment  was  a  condition  precedent  to  the  release: 
Hoffman  v.  Hoffman,  26  N.  J.  L.  175.  An  award  directed  the 
phiintiff  to  pay  a  certain  sum,  and  the  defendant  thereupon  to 
return  certain  property;  upon  non-payment  the  defendant  was 
to  sell  the  property  to  raise  the  amount  due  him.  Held,  that 
the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  the  value  of  the  property  with- 
out first  performing  the  award:  Leitch  v.  Beaty,  23  III.  642.  A 
lessor  and  lessee  agreed  in  writing  that  the  lessee  should  leave 
the  leased  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  relinquish  a  re- 
maining year  of  his  lease,  and  submitted  to  arbitration  the 
question  what  damages  the  lessor  should  pay  the  lessee  for  so 
doing,  and  the  arbitrators  awarded  a  certain  sum  to  be  paid  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Held,  that  the  award  was  not  conditional 
on  the  lessee's  leaving  the  premises  according  to  the  agreement: 
White  V.  Fox,  29  Conn.  570. 

§  3398.    Award  may  be  Enforced  by  Action  at  Law. — 

An  award  may  be  enforced  by  action  upon  it  at  law.*  So 
an  award  under  a  statute  may  be  enforced  at  law.'  The 
mode  of  proceeding  by  arbitration  provided  by  statute 


1  Shearer  v.  Handy,  22  Tick.  417; 
Poniroy  v.  Gold,  2  Met.  500;  Mat- 
thews V.  Matthews,  2  Curt.  lOo;  Huy 
V.  Hruwn,  12  Weiid.  5U1;  Laiiiphiiu  v. 
Cowan,  39  Vt.  420;  Jesse  v.  Cater,  28 
Ala.  475;  Lincoln  r.  Cook,  3  III.  01; 
Hugs  V.  Collins,  18  N.  J.  L.  294. 

^  MoNeil  V.  Magee,  5  Mason,  244. 

»  Dudley  v.  Thomas,  23  Cal.  3(i5. 

*  Morse  on  Arbitratioa  and  Award, 
574;  Dickersou  v.  Tyner,  4  Blackf. 
253;  Burnside  v.  Whitney,  24  Barb. 
632;  21  N.  Y.  148;  McManua  v.  Mc- 
Culloch,  6  Watts,  357;  Blanchard  v. 
Murray,  15  Vt.  548;  W^oodbury  v. 
Northy,  3  Greeul.   85;  14  Am.   Deo. 


214;  North  Yarinoutli  v.  Cumberland, 
0  Uruenl.  21 ;  Et'ner  v.  Shaw,  '2  Wend. 
517;  Bates  v.  Curtis,  21  Pick.  247; 
Bayne  v.  Morris,  1  Wall.  97;  Scarce  v. 
Scarce,  7  Ind.  25G;  Merritt  v.  Merritt, 
11111.565;  Day  y.  Hooper,  51  Me.  178; 
Pierson  v.  Hobbs,  33  N.  H.  27;  West 
V.  Stanley,  1  Hill,  G9;  Parrish  v. 
Strickland,  7  Jones,  504;  Stevena  v. 
Record,  50  Me.  488.  The  remedy  to 
recover  the  amount  of  an  award  is 
upon  the  award,  and  not  upon  the 
submission:  Rank  v.  Hill,  2  Watts  & 
S.  56;  37  Am.  Dec.  483. 
0  Low  V.  Nolte,  16  111.  476. 
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is  not  exclusive;  an  award  upon  a  submission  valid  at 
common  law  may  support  an  action.'  Although  an  un- 
authorized  and  void  judgment  may  have  been  entered 
upon  an  award,  the  award  itself  may  be  good  and  valid, 
and  in  such  a  case  an  action  of  debt  upon  the  award 
may  be  sustained.*  Where  a  bond  is  given  to  abide  by 
an  award,  a  party,  upon  the  rendition  of  the  award  in  his 
favor,  may  sue  on  the  award  or  on  the  bond.  In  such 
case,  if  he  sues  on  the  award,  and  obtains  satisfaction,  he 
holds  the  same  position  as  regards  the  bond  as  if  the 
award  had  been  paid  without  suit.'  That  the  submission 
was  under  seal  does  not  render  it  necessary  that  an  action 
to  recover  the  amount  of  the  award  should  be  covenant.* 
An  award  under  a  statutory  submission,  the  acceptance 
of  which  was  denied  by  the  court  to  which  it  was  return- 
able, cannot  be  sued  upon  as  an  award  at  common  law.' 
An  action  will  not  lie  upon  an  award  founded  on  the 
composition  of  a  felony.'  An  award  cannot  be  sued  on 
until  after  publication;'  but  it  may  be  enforced  in  part 
only  where  the  parts  are  separable.*  An  award  may  be 
given  in  evidence  under  the  general  issue.' 

Illustrations.  —  Two  neighbors  submit  their  respective 
claims  for  damages,  growing  out  of  depredations  upon  each 
others'  crops  by  their  cattle,  respectively  to  arbitrament,  and 
the  arbitrators  only  consider  the  claims  of  one,  and  award  him 
damages,  and  refuse  to  consider  or  hear  evidence  as  to  the 
claims  of  the  other.  Held,  that  the  latter  may  pay  the  award 
and  then  maintain  a  suit  upon  his  original  claim:  Pritchard  v. 
Daly,  73  111.  523. 

§  3399.  Defenses  to  Action. — To  an  action  on  the 
award  the  misconduct  of  the  arbitrators  cannot  be  set 


>  Tynan  v.  Tate,  3  Nel).  .388. 

*  Hume  V.  Hume,  3  Pa.  St.  144. 
»  Nolte  V.  Lowe,  18  111.  437. 

*  Averill  v.  Buckingham,  36  Conn. 
359.  Contra,  Tullia  v.  Sewell,  3  Ohio, 
611,513. 

0  Allen  V.  Chase,  3  Wia.  249. 


•Levy  V.  Ross,  T,  U.  P.  Charlt. 
293. 

'  Varney  v.  Brewtter,  14  N.  H.  49. 

» Lamphire  v.  Cowan,  39  Vt.  420j 
Schuyler  ».  Van  der  Veer,  2  (Jaines,  23S. 

•  Winne  t».  Elderkin,  2  Piim.  248; 
1  Chaud.  219;  62  Am.  Deo.  169. 
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up  as  a  defense.'  Such  misconduct  furnishes  ground  for 
an  application  to  the  court  to  set  the  award  aside;  but  in 
a  suit  upon  it,  only  defects  and  errors  apparent  upon  the 
record  can  be  pleaded."  No  evidence  can  be  given  to 
show  a  mistake  in  an  award; ^  and  it  is  no  defense  that 
the  amount  is  more  than  by  a  previous  agreement  was  to 
have  been  paid.*  But  the  defendant  may  avail  himself 
of  any  defense  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  award  and 
i-ubmission,  or  any  defense  that  would  defeat  any  other 
written  agreement.^  He  may  show  in  defense  that  the 
arbitrators  omitted  to  consider  and  pass  upon  certain 
questions  submitted  to  them;®  or  that  there  was  an  error 
in  computation.^ 


§  3400.  Or  Suit  in  Equity.  —  Specific  performance  of 
an  award  will  be  enforced  in  equity,  where  no  adequate 
remedy  exists  at  law.*     But  an  award  for  the  payment  of 


'  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
542;  Hough  v.  Beard,  8  Blackf.  158; 
Morewood  v.  Jewett,  2  Rob.  (N.  Y.) 
490;  Finley  ».  Finley,  11  Mo.  >'2i;  El- 
kins  «.  Page,  45  N.  H.  310;  Mitchell  v. 
Bush,  7  Cow.  18o;  Briggs  ».  Smith,  20 
Barb.  409;  Shepherd  v.  Brigga,  28  Vt. 
81.  Contra,  Duren  v.  Getchell,  55 
Me.  241;  Brown  v.  Bellows,  4  Pick. 
192;  Bean  v.  Farnam,  6  Pick.  2GU; 
Strong  V.  Strong,  i»  Cuuh.  5G0. 

» Trueadale  v.  Stiaw,  58  N.  H.  207. 

'  Briggs  V.  Smith,  20  Barb.  400. 

*  Saunders  v.  Heaton,  12  Ind.  20. 

*  Wilkes  V.  Cotter,  28  Ark.  519. 

*  Sharp  t>.  Woo<lbury,  18  Iowa,  193. 
'  Robertson  v.  Wells,  28  Miss.  90. 

*  McNeil  V.  Maj?ee,  5  Mason,  244; 
Page  V.  Foster,  7  N.  H.  392;  Smith  v. 
Smith,  4  Rand.  95;  McNear  v.  Bailey, 
IS  Me.  251;  Jones  v.  Boston  Mill 
Corp.,  4  Pick.  507;  16  Am.  Dec.  358; 
Bouck  V,  Wilber,  4  Johns.  Ch.  405; 
Penninian  v.  Rodman,  13  Met.  382; 
Caldwell  V.  Dickinson.  13  Gray,  305; 
Ballance  v.  Underbill,  4  111.  453;  Paw- 
ling V.  Jackman,  6  Litt.  1;  Memphis 
etc.  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Scraggs,  50  Miss. 
2S5;  Davis  v.  Havard,  15  Serg.  &  R. 
163;  16  Am.  Dec.  537;  Akely  v.  Akely, 


16  Vt.  4.')0;  Brown  v.  Burkenmeyer,  9 
Dana,  159;  33  Am.  Dec.  541;  Burke  r. 
Parker,  5  VV.  Va.  122.  In  Brown  v. 
Burkenmeyer,  9  Dana,  159,  33  Am. 
Dec.  541,  the  court  say:  "We  can 
perceive  uo  just  ground  to  distinguish 
the  case  of  an  award  to  convey,  made 
upon  a  written  submission,  from  an 
agreement  to  convey.  The  same  moral 
obligation  to  convey,  if  the  award  was 
fairly  made,  would  seem  to  rest  upon 
the  defendant,  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.  And  good  faith  would  re- 
quire that  be  should  carry  into  etfect 
and  perform  faithfully  that  which  he 
had  undertaken  to  perform,  in  the  one 
case  as  well  as  in  the  other.  And  if 
he  has  not  acquiescud  in  an  award 
fairly  made,  by  judges  of  his  own 
choosing,  in  good  conscience,  he  ouiilit 
to  acquiesce,  and  ought  to  convey,  if 
there  be  no  equitable  ol)jections  to  its 
execution.  Is  or  will  it  do  to  say  that 
the  party  desiring  an  enforcement  of 
an  award  has  his  remedy  at  law,  upon 
his  bond  of  submission;  tite  party  to 
an  agreement  to  convey  has  his  remedy 
at  law  also;  but  in  both  cases  the 
remedy  at  law  is  often  very  inadequate 
to  the  ends  of  justice.     And  in  both 
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money  merely  can  only  be  enforced  at  law.*  Equity  will 
not  enforce  specific  performance  of  an  award  concerning 
real  estate  until  the  claimant  has  performed  all  his  own 
part  of  the  award,  nor  after  long  delay  and  laches,  espe- 
cially where  circumstances  have  materially  changed,  and 
defendant  has  been  injured;  nor  against  purchasers,  even 
with  notice,  if  their  vendor  is  dead  or  insolvent,  so  that 
they  have  no  remedy  over;'  nor  will  it  enforce  perform- 
ance of  an  uncertain  or  defective  award.'  By  filing  a  bill 
to  enforce  an  award,  the  complainant  treats  the  award  as 
a  contract;  and  the  defendant  may  show  a  mistake  of  the 
arbitrators  in  making  up  their  award.* 

Illustrations. — A  and  B  were  engaged  in  the  tanning  busi- 
ness, and  disagreeing,  submitted  their  disputes  to  arbitration. 
The  award  was  that  A  was  to  receive  ae  half  of  the  skins  in 
the  yard,  one  half  of  the  leather,  and  .  je  use  of  one  half  of  the 
vats.  Held,  that  equity  would  enforce  the  award:  Kirksey  v. 
Fike,  27  Ala.  883;  62  Am.  Dec.  768. 

§  3401.    Or  Enforced  as  Judgment  by  Rule  of  Court.  — 

Where  the  submission  is  made  under  a  rule  of  court,  or 
under  a  statute,  the  award  is  usually  entered  as  a  judg- 
ment of  the  court  in  the  same  way  as  on  a  verdict  of  a 
jury.*  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  court  give  notice  to 
the  parties,  or  to  either  of  them.'  Judgment  may  be  reii- 
dered  on  a  report  for  a  less  sum  than  is  therein  awarded, 
if  the  prevailing  party  release  the  difference  on  the  awardJ 
But  where  the  award  is  void  for  want  of  mutualitv,  the 
court  cannot  correct  it  and  render  judgment  on  it  as  cor- 


cases  more  full  and  complete  justice 
may  be  often  done  by  a  discreet  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  of  the  chancellor  la 
the  enforcement,  specifically,  of  the 
undertaking  of  tlie  parties." 

'  Cannady  v.  Roberta,  6  Ired.  Eq. 
422. 

*  McNeil  V.  Magee,  6  Mason,  244. 
»  Cox  V.  Smyth,  Hardin,  411. 

*  Ballance  v.  Underbill,  4  111.  453. 

"  Morse  on  Arbitration  and  Award, 
674;  Liamar  r.  Nicholson,  7  Port.  158; 
Mobile  Bay  Road  Co.  v.  Yemil,  29 


Ala.  325;  Davis  v.  Forshee,  34  Ala. 
107;  Crook  v.  Chambers,  40  Ala.  239; 
Carsley  r.  Lindsay,  14  Cal.  390;  Thorpe 
V.  Starr,  17  111.  199;  Whitis  v.  Culver, 
25  Iowa,  .30;  Sargent  v.  Hampden,  32 
Me.  78;  Shriver  v.  State,  9  Gill  &  J. 
1;  Farrington  v.  Hamblin,  12  Wend. 
212;  HoUenback  v.  Fleming,  6  Hill, 
303;  Merritt  v.  Thompson,  27  N.  Y. 
225;  Williams  v.  Craig,  1  Dall.  313; 
Duer  V.  Boyd.  1  Serg.  &  R.  203. 

•  Kelly  V.  Morse,  3  Neb.  224. 

^  Phelps  V.  Goodmui,  14  Mass.  252. 
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rected.*    And  interest  on  the  amount  of  an  award  cannot 
he  included  in  the  judgment.'     It  is  held  in  New  York 
that,   under    the   statutes   relating    to   judgments    upon 
awards,  either  of  the    parties   may  resort  to  the  court 
named  in  the  suhmission,  to  set  aside  the  award,  or  to 
give  judgment  upon  it;  hut  this  does  not  deprive  them 
of  their  other  remedies  in  chancery  or  at  common-law, 
although  they  have  agreed,  hy  the  submission  under  the 
statute,  that  a  summary  judgment  be  entered.'     It  is  only 
\).heu  the  submission  and  award  are  in  conformity  with 
the   statute   that   courts   can    acquire    jurisdiction    over 
awards  of  arbitrators  and  enter  judgment  upon  them.* 
If  the  parties  to  a  suit  not  referable  under  the  statute 
expressly  consent,  by  a  written  agreement,  that  a  rule  of 
reference    he   entered,   and   that    a    judgment   may   be 
entered  on  the  report  of  the  referees,  such  judgment  so 
entered  is  as  valid  as  ^'f  entered  on  a  verdict.'    Judgment 
on  the  award  is  not  granted  as  of  course;  and  the  party 
aggrieved  by  the  award  may  defend  himself  against  the 
motion  for  judgment,  even  though  he  neglected  to  apply 
in  time  to  have  the  award  vacated.'     A  demurrer  is  not 
admissible   to  an   application   for  judgment.     The  only 
mode  of  contesting  it  is  by  an  answer  alleging  some  of 
the  grounds  of  objection  to  the  award  mentioned  in  the 
statute.'     An  affidavit  to  prevent  an  award  from  becoming 
a  judgment  must  contain  a  statement  of  facts,  a  setting 
forth  of  the  circumstances,  so  that  the  court  can  say  that 
if  the  facts  are  true,  the  mistake  did  occur,  and  was  ma- 
terial.    A  mere  general  charge  of  "fraud,  accident,  mis- 
take, or  illegality  "  is  not  sufficient.*     An  award  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  cures  the  same  defects  in  the  declaration 


'  Conger  v.  James,  2  Swan,  213. 

'  Keadall  v.  Power  Co.,  36  Me.  19. 

'Burnside  v.  Whitney,  21  N.  Y. 
148;  24  Barb.  632. 

♦  Low  V.  Nolte,  16  III.  368;  Owens 
V.  Withee,  3  Tex.  161;  Crane  v.  Barry, 
47  Ga.  476. 


'  Yates  V.  Russell,  17  Johns.  461. 
And  see  Oibbs  v.  Berry,  13  Ired. 
388. 

*  Shores  v,  Bowen,  44  Mo.  396. 

'  Martin  v.  Bevan,  58  Ind.  282. 

■  Sbaifer  v.  Baker,  38  Ga.  135. 
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which  would  be  cured  by  a  verdict.^  If  money  only  be 
awarded  to  be  paid  as  then  due,  execution  issues  as  in 
other  cases  of  judgments.*  If  the  award  be  prospective, 
by  ordering  money  to  be  paid  at  some  future  period,  or  a 
specific  act  to  be  done,  no  execution  will  issue,  but  the 
remedy  is  by  attachment,  or  action  on  the  award;  and  if 
a  benefit  be  to  accrue  or  a  right  be  made  to  depend  on 
the  performance  of  a  condition,  the  party,  if  the  condi- 
tion be  performed,  is  entitled  to  the  same  remedies  to 
enforce  the  award;  but  if  it  be  not  performed,  the  benefit 
or  right  does  not  accrue.' 

§  3402.  Award  may  be  Set  Aside  or  Corrected  in 
Equity.  —  An  award  may  be  set  aside  by  a  court  of  equity; 
and  a  bill  in  equity  for  this  purpose  is  frequently  resorted 
to  in  the  English  courts.  In  the  United  States,  however, 
if  the  objections  to  the  award  can  be  taken  advantage  of 
in  a  suit  on  the  award,  a  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere, 
except  on  some  equitable  ground,  as  fraud,  accident,  or 
mistake.*    Equity  will  set  aside  an  award  on  these  grounds, 


'  Dickerson  %k  Hays,  4  Blackf.  44. 

*  Commonwealth  v.  Pejepacut  Pro- 
prietors, 7  Mass.  399. 

"  Com.  V.  rejepscut  Proprs.,  7  Mass. 
399;  Skilliiiga  r.  Coolidge,  14  Mass.  43. 

«  Mickles  v.  Thayer,  14  Allen,  114; 
Ferson  v.  Drew,  19  Wis.  225;  Melov 
V.  Dougherty,  16  Wis.  209;  Rand  v. 
Redington,  13  N.  H.  72;  38  Am.  Dec. 
475;  Muldrow  v.  Norris,  2  Cal.  74;  56 
Am.  Dec.  313;  Tracy  v.  Herrick,  25 
N.  H.  '.81;  Burroughs  v.  David,  7 
Iowa,  '54;  Howell  v.  Howell,  26  111. 
460;  Hurst  v.  Hurst,  2  Wash.  C.  C. 
127;  Flournoyr.  Halcomb,  2  Munf.  .34; 
Wheatluy  V.  Martin,  6  Leigh,  02;  Elliot 
V.  Adams,  8  Blackf.  103;  Tappun  v. 
Heath,  I  Paige,  293;  Bissel  v.  Mor- 
gan, 56  Barb.  309;  Brandon  v.  Forest 
Co.,  59  Pa.  St.  187;  United  States  v. 
Farragut,  22  Wall.  406;  Emerson  v. 
Udall,  13  Vt.  477;  37  Am.  Deo.  604; 
per  Redfield,  J.:  "Notwithstanding 
some  early  cases  to  the  contrary,  it  is 
now,  I  apprehend,  well  settled  that  a 
court  of  equity  wUl  not  examine  into 


the  foundation  of  the  judgment  of  a 
court  of  law  upon  any  ground  wliich 
either  was  trietl  or  might  have  botii 
tried  in  the  court  of  law.  The  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  law  is  conclusive 
upon  all  the  world  as  to  all  matters 
within  its  cognizance.  If  a  party  fail 
there  by  not  presenting  his  defense, 
when  he  should  have  done  it,  and  but 
for  his  own  neglect  would  have  dniiL- 
it,  he  can  have  no  redress  in  a  court  of 
equity;  much  less  can  he  expect  rulief 
in  a  court  of  equity  when  he  has  had  a 
full  trial  at  law  upon  the  very  grounds 
which  he  now  wishes  to  urge  anew. 
For  a  court  of  equity  to  grant  relief 
in  any  such  case  would  be  but  to  sit  as 
a  court  of  errors  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  courts  of  common  law,  which 
would  be  a  very  invidious,  as  well  as 
a  very  unwarrantable,  assumption. 
Equity  has  sometimes  interfered  tO 
grant  relief,  when  a  party,  by  accident 
or  mistake,  without  his  own  default, 
or  by  the  fraud  of  the  opposite  party, 
has  failed  of  an  opportunity  to  present 
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even  where  the  parties  have  stipulate  1  not  to  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  arbitrators.'  A  judgment  upon  an 
award  of  arbitrators  may  be  impeached  for  fraud  upon  an 
answer  or  cross-petition  to  a  petition  by  the  administrator 
of  the  judgment  debtor  deceased,  seeking  an  order  to  sell 
lands  for  payment  of  the  judgment.' 

Equity  may  inquire  into  awards  made  in  a  court  of  law, 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  discovered  after  judgment  on 
them.'  The  rules  governing  courts  of  equity  in  awarding 
new  trials  in  actions  at  law  on  tlM>  ground  of  after-dis- 
covered evidence  apply  equally  to  motions  to  set  aside 
an  award  on  that  ground.*  Equity  may  rectify  a  mistake 
of  arbitrators  in  omitting  the  name  of  the  person  from 
an  award  to  whom  certain  land  was  to  l)e  conveyed,  if  the 
proof  is  clear  and  explicit  as  to  what  was  intended  by  the 
arbitrators.*     So  equity  will  correct  a  mistake  in  an  award. 


his  defense.  So,  too,  when  the  ground 
of  defense  was  exclusively  of  an  equi- 
table ciiaracter,  and  such  as  would  not 
avail  the  party  at  law.  Beyond  this, 
I  know  of  no  good  ground  upon  which 
a  court  of  equity  could  interfere  to  en- 
join the  party  from  pursuing  a  judg- 
ment at  law,  I  am  aware,  however, 
that  there  may  be  found  many  cases, 
but  not  of  a  very  high  character  for 
authority,  which  have  gone  somewhat 
beyond  this.  In  the  present  case  there 
is  no  pretense  that  the  party  did  not 
have  full  opportunity  to  urge  his  de- 
fense in  the  court  of  law.  The  case 
was  there  fully  tried  upon  its  merits 
before  the  jury,  questions  of  law  re- 
served, and  tinally  decided  in  this 
court.  The  question  how  far  the 
matters  passed  upon  by  the  arbitrators 
were  within  the  submission,  and  how 
far  the  orator  received  legal  and  suffi- 
cient notice,  were  fully  cognizable  in 
a  court  of  law.  That  was  the  proper 
tribunal,  and  the  only  proper  tribunal, 
in  which  to  urge  any  such  defense. 
Those  questions  were  there  fully  heard 
and  determined  against  the  orator. 
With  that  decision  he  must  be  content: 
Bonner  v.  Liddell,  5  Eng.  Com.  L.  20; 
Beau  V.  Farnhain,  (5  Pick.  '2t)!>;  Matter 
of  Cargey  and  Aitohisoii,  10  Eng.  Com. 
L.  80.  But  parMality  or  corruption 
837 


in  the  arbitrators,  or  fraud  in  the  party 
in  obtaining  the  award,  are  grounds  of 
defense  exclusively  of  equitable  cog- 
nizance:  Wills  v.  Maccarniick,  2  Wils. 
148;  Braddick  v.  Thompson,  8  East, 
344.  In  the  English  practice,  I  con- 
clude, all  arbitrations  are  made  rules 
of  court,  and  any  irregularity  in  the 
proceedings  is  remedie(l  by  application 
to  the  court  to  set  aside  the  award. 
This  is  more  convenient  than  a  resort 
to  chancery,  which  the  party  must 
there  do,  if  he  delay  until  suit  brought 
upon  the  award:  Swinford  v.  Burn,  5 
Eng.  Com.  L.  438."  Ihe  only  mode 
of  obtaining  relief  against  an  award, 
on  the  ground  of  fraud  or  corruption 
on  the  part  of  the  arbitrators,  is  by 
bill  in  equity,  unless  the  reference  was 
by  order  of  court  in  a  pending  suit,  or 
under  the  statute,  in  which  ease  such 
award  may  be  set  aside  in  a  court  of 
law:  Baltimore  etc.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Polly, 
14  Gratt.  447. 

'  Muldrow  ».  Norris,  2  Gal.  74;  56 
Am.  Dec.  313.  See  McClain  v.  Boyer, 
84  Pa.  .St.  417. 

-  Conway  t».  Duncan,  28  Ohio  St. 
102. 

=»  Waples  V.  Waples,  1  Harr.  (Del.) 
392. 

♦  Adams  V.  Hubbard,  25  C.ratt.  129. 

»  Williams  v.  Warren,  21  111.  541. 
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where  it  is  mutual,  was  acquiesced  in  by  all  the  arbitra- 
tors, and  where  the  award  as  made  is  not  their  award, 
but  if  corrected,  would  be  the  award  of  all  of  them.'  A 
court  of  equity  will  set  aside  an  award  obtained  by  tho 
perjury  of  a  party  to  the  submission;'  or  made  under  a 
submission  agreed  to  by  an  administrator  in  the  mistaken 
belief  that  his  intestate  had  been  served  with  protest;'  or 
when  an  item  had  by  mistake  been  charged  twice;*  or  an 
award  appointed  under  a  mutual  mistake  of  both  parties, 
in  supposing  themselves  bound  by  law  to  submit  the 
matter  in  dispute  to  arbitration.'  But  not  only  error  on 
the  part  of  the  arbitrators,  but  also  injury  resulting  there- 
from to  the  defeated  party,  must  be  shown."  An  award 
will  not  be  set  aside  because  the  arbitrators  have  omitted 
to  determine  some  part  of  the  matters  submitted,  nor 
because  they  have  exceeded  their  powers,  unless  the 
error  appears  to  nave  injured  the  party  who  complains.' 
Equity  will  not  relieve  one  of  the  parties  as  to  a  matter 
which  he  forgot  to  lay  before  the  arbitrators."  The  court 
will  grant  an  injunction  to  restrain  an  arbitration,  if  it 
appears  that  it  is  not  probdble  or  even  possible  that  the 
arbitration  can  end  in  any  result."  So  an  injunction  was 
granted,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the  parties  to  an  arbi- 
tration, restraining  an  arbitrator  from  continuing  to  act, 
the  court  being  of  opinion  that  under  the  circumstances 
it  was  not  probable  that  he  would  faithfully  and  honestly 
discharge  his  duty."* 

g  3403.    Or  Vacated  on  Motion.  —  An  award  may  also 
be  vacated   on  uiotiou,  where  the  submission  has   been 


1  Eisenmeyer  v.  Santer,  77  III.  SIS. 
^  Craft   V.    Thompson,    51    N.    H. 
536. 
»  Bright  V.  Ford,  II  Heip;..  252. 

♦  Thrasher  v.  Overby,  51  Ga.  91. 
»  Peisch  V.  Ware,  4  Cr»nch,  347. 

*  See  Thompson  t'.  Blanchard,  2  Iowa, 
44;  Tomlinson  r.  Hammond,  8  Iowa, 
40. 


^  Davy  V.  Faw,  7  Cranch,  171;  Pom- 
roy  V.  Kibbee,  2  Root,  92;  Daniels  v. 
Willis,  7  Minn.  374. 

*  McJimsey  v.  Traverse,  I  Stew.  244; 
18  Am.  Dec.  43. 

»  North  London  R.  R.  Co.  r.  R.  R. 
Co.,  47  L.  T.,  N.  S.,  38.3. 

"  Beddow  v.  Beddow,  26  Week.  Rep. 
670;  47  L.  J.  Ch.  Div.  588. 
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made  by  rule  of  court,  or  it  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  by  statute.'  The  same  cause  which  would  in- 
duce  the  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict  and  grant  a  new  trial 
will  govern  in  the  case  of  awards;  and  therefore,  if  it 
appear  that  there  has  been  manifest  injustice,  or  a  plain 
and  clear  mistake,  either  in  law  or  fact,  the  report  will  be 
set  aside.' 

Aii^wT-i**"  Arbitration  and  Award,    Aubel  v.   Ealer,  2  Binn.   882,  note; 
612;  Muldrow  v.  Norris,  2  Cal.  74;  56    Graham  v.  Pence,  6  Rand.  529;  Wiley 

twfy     ''•      r.    •       ,     T.  »  "•  P**"er,  17  III.  538.  ' 

»  WiUianw  V.  Oraig,   1    Dall.  313; 
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Accession. 

title  by 

ActofOod.     SeeWAVTKVEA3EM;;V;. P.4391.82693 

Adverse  Possession. 

title  by 

Ancient  Lights.' "  SeV  Light  Ind' Ai'b. ^^  **'^^'  §  ^TOO 

Arbitration  and  Award. 

The  mibniission. 
arbitration    and    submission    defined  -  common-law    and 
referenir.:^^^"':'^^^^^^       P- 52G4.  §  3297 

making  submission  a  rule  of  cour't."  and  entering  "jucigment  ^'  ^^^'''  ^  ^''^^ 
on  award 

parties  to  submission  must  be"  capable  of"  coniracting  ■■.■.'.■  '.p  rI^'  I  S 

who  may  submit  to  arbitration ^  f  J.;' , '  «  1"? 

who  may  not  submit ^"  -o,  s\^  ^f ' 

to  warrant  submission,  a  "  controversy  "  sufficient".  ■*■.'.■.■.*.  p'  52(59'  S  3S03 

matters  which  may  be  submitted [[['l  f^f     ^l 

disputes  concerning  real  estate n   52- 1 '  8  ^in  J 

matters  which  may  not  be  submitted '. '. „  5073  s  tZr 

informal  statutory  submission  -  good  as  commo"n."law"  sub'-" 

mission „, „ 

p  527^  S  S^07 

statutory  requirements  must  be  followed p  5073  I  o-jas 

substantial  compliance  sufficient p  5274'  s  ^309 

submission  need  not  be  in  technical  form-  agreemVnt  to 

be  bound  by  award  unnecessary p  5075   q  33,0 

oral  submission  valid  -  when  written  one  required ..!!""  'p  5075'  s  33, , 
where  title  to  land  not  actually  in  dispute,  parol  submis'-'       " 

sion  good _„„„   „ 

^  ...  *  . p.  5276,  §3312 

written  submission  supersedes  previous  oral  one p  5076  §3313 

written  submission  not  variable  by  parol "  " p"  5275'  §  33, 4 

submission  may  be  excluded  or  altered  by  consent  of  both 

P"*ies g2^^ 

clerical  errors  in  submission n  5277*  §  3316 

submissions  liberally  construed  to  inclu..o  all  disputes.' .'.'."  .p'  5277*  §  3317 
uncertain  or  ambiguous  submission p  5279'  §  ggjg 
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statutes  providing  for  submissions  liberally  construed p.  5280,  §  3319 

general  submission  —  what  it  includes p.  5280,  §  3320 

claims  barred  by  statute p.  5282,  §  3321 

submission  of  pending  cause p.  5282,  §  3322 

submission  may  be  conditional p.  5284,  §  3323 

stipulation  not  to  appeal  from  award p.  5284,  §  3324 

agreements  to  arbitrate  not  specifically  enforced  —  damages. p.  5285,  §  3325 

agr jements  to  refer  disputes  do  not  prevent  action p.  5286,  §  3326 

except  where  reference  is  made  condition  precedent  to  suit. p.  5288,  §  3327 
The  arbitrator. 

who  may  be  arbitrators  —  causes  of  disqualification p.  5290,  §  3328 

arbitrators  entitled  to  compensation  for  services p.  5295,  §  3329 

arbitrators  need  not  be  sworn — required  by  statute p.  5297,  §  3330 

parties  entitled  to  notice  of  hearing p.  5298,  §  3331 

of  what  proceedings  notice  to  parties  not  necessary p.  5301,  §  3332 

power  of  arbitrators  to  administer  oath p.  5301,  §  3333 

to  compel  attendance  or  production p.  5302,  §  3334 

arbitrators  judges  of  law  and  fact p.  5302,  §  3335 

powers  of  arbitrators  —  admission  of  evidence p.  5303,  §  3336 

conduct  of  hearing p.  5308,  §  3337 

adjournments p.  5309,  §  3338 

arbitrator  must  not  exceed  his  authority p.  5310,  §  3339 

powers  of  arbitrator  —  to  order  acts  to  be  done p.  531 1 ,  §  3340 

to  order  conveyances p.  531 1,  §  3341 

to  order  releases p.  5312,  §  3342 

to  award  costs p.  5312,  §  3343 

to  order  as  to  terms  of  payment  —  interest p.  5314,  §  3344 

appointment  of  substitute p.  5314,  §  3345 

power  of  arbitrator  —  to  permit  amendments p.  5315,  §  3346 

effect  of  making  unenforceable  order p.  5315,  §  3347 

how  defense  that  arbitrators  exceeded  authority  may  be 

availed  of p.  5315,  §  3348 

all  of  several  arbitrators  must  act p.  5316,  §  3349 

unless  one  withdraws  or  refuses  to  act p.  5317,  §  3350 

all  of   several  arbitrators  must  unite  in  award  —  when 

award  of  majority  binding .p.  5317,  §  3351 

final  unanimity  only  necessary p.  5319,  §  3352 

arbitrator  must  exercise  judicial  judgment  and  discretion 

—  cannot  delegate  authority p.  5319,  §  3353 

irregularities  in  proceedings  may  be  waived p.  6320,  §  3354 

when  umpire  may  be  appointed  —  distinguished  from  third 

arbitrator p.  5321,  §  3355 

appointment  of  umpire p.  5323,  §  3356 

umpire  must  examine  case  himself —  may  order  rehearing.. p.  6324,  §  3357 
arbitration  limited  as  to  time  —  power  of  arbitrators  ex- 
pires with  that  time . . p.  5326,  §3358 


^asE 


INDEX. 


Arbitration  and  Award  (Continued). 

authority  of  arbitrators  expires  with  making  of  award p.  6327,  §  3359 

submission  revocable  before  award  made p.  5328,  §  33G0 

revocation  by  act  of  law p.  5331,  §  3361 

party  revoking  submission  liable  in  damages p.  5333,  §  3362 

The  award. 

form  of  award  —  no  technical  form  necessary p.  6335,  §  3363 

award  may  be  oral  —  exceptions p.  5335   2  3364 

need  not  be  sealed  or  witnessed  —  signing p.  5336,  §  3365 

award  need  not  give  reasons  or  recite  proceedings p.  5337,  §  3366 

may  give  gross  sum  or  award  on  each  claim p.  5337,  §  3367 

delivery  of  award p.  5338,  §  3368 

publication  of  award p.  5339,  §  3369 

formalities  required  by  submission  or  statute  must  be  fol- 
lowed  p.  5340,  §  3370 

mistake  of  law  in  award p.  5341,  §  3371 

mistake  of  fact  in  award p.  5344,  §  3372 

misconduct  or  fraud  in  arbitrators p.  5345,  §  3373 

fraud  of  party  in  obtaining  award p.  o'M6,  §  3374 

variance  in  duplicate  report  or  award p.  5347,  §  3375 

court  cannot  modify  or  alter  report  or  award p.  5347,  §  3376 

recommitment  of  report  or  award p.  5348,  §  3377 

extrinsic  evidence  to  impeach  award p.  5348,  §  3378 

testimony  of  arbitrators  —  to  explain  or  alter  award p.  5349,  §  3379 

efifect  of  setting  aside  award p.  5350,  §  3380 

award  must  be  co-exteusive  with  submission p.  5350,  §  3381 

award  must  be  certain p.  5352,  §  3332 

award  must  be  entire p.  5357,  §  3383 

award  must  be  final p.  6357,  §  3384 

award  must  be  mutual p.  5359,  §  3385 

award  must  be  possible p.  5360,  §  3386 

awards  are  liberally  construed p.  5361,  §  3387 

presumption  in  favor  of  award p.  5362,  §  3388 

award  good  in  part  and  bad  in  part p.  5363,  §  3389 

award  final  and  conclusive  —  merger  of  claims p.  5365,  §  3390 

award  final  as  to  all  matters  submitted  —  different  rule  in 

some  states p.  5366,  3  3391 

award  of  chattels  vests  title p.  5367,  §  3392 

but  not  award  of  land p.  5367,  §  3393 

effect  of  award  as  to  strangers  to  submission p.  5367,  §  3394 

voidable  award  may  be  ratified  by  the  parties p.  5369,  §  3395 

performance  of  award p.  5370,  §  3396 

when  performance  of  one  condition  precedent  to  perform- 
ance of  another p.  5370,  §  3397 

award  may  be  enforced  by  action  at  law p.  5371,  §  3398 

defenses  to  action p.  5372,  §  3399 

or  suit  in  equity p.  5373,  8  3400 
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Arbitration  and  Award  (Continued). 

or  enforced  aa  judgment  by  rule  of  court p.  5374,  §  3401 

award  may  be  set  auide  or  corrected  in  equity p.  5376,  §  3402 

or  vacated  on  motion p.  5378,  §  3403 

ABsig»nment.     See  Lease;  Mortgaq£3. 

Attorney.     See  Liens. 

Auctioneer.    See  Liens. 

Award.     See  Arbitration  and  Award. 

Banker.     See  Liens. 

Bankruptcy.     See  Mortoaoes. 

Betterment  Laws.    See  Fixtures. 

Carrier.     See  Liens. 

Chattel  Mortgages.    See  also  Registration. 

definition  and  nature  of p.  4988,  §  3075 

distinction    between    mortgage,   pledge,   and  conditional 

aale p.  4990,  §  3070 

form  and  contents p.  4993,  §  3077 

who  may  be  parties p.  4997,  §  307S 

what  may  be  mortgaged p.  4998,  §  3079 

the  mortgagor p.  5010,  §  3084 

the  mortgagee p.  5014,  §  308.") 

the  mortgagor's  assignee p.  50) 8,  §  30S() 

the  assignee  of  the  mortgagee p.  501 9,  §  8087 

fraudulent  mortgages  in  general p.  5021,  §  3088 

mortgagor  remaining  in  possession p.  5022,  §  3089 

under  the  statute  of  Elizabeth p.  5024,  §  3090 

preferences  under  insolvent  laws p.  5026,  §  309 1 

power  of  sale  in  mortgage p.  5028,  §  3092 

Conditions.    See  Real  Froferty. 

Conversion. 

equitable  conversion,  the  doctrine  of p.  4383,  §  2688 

Co-tenancy.    See  also  Partition. 

estates  in  joint  tenancy p.  4434,  §  2719 

joint  tenancies  not  favored  — abolished  by  statute p.  4435,  §  2720 

incidents  of  joint  tenancy  —  survivorship p.  4436,  §  272) 

estates  in  coparcenary p.  4437,  §  2722 

tenancies  in  common p.  4438,  §  2723 

actions  between  tenants  in  common p.  4442,  §  2724 

actions  by  or  against  strangers p.  4444,  §  2725 

rights  and  liabilities  of  tenants  in  common p.  4446,  §  2726 

right  of  tenant  in  common  to  convey p.  4449,  §  2727 

Covenants.     See  Landlord  and  Tenant;  Lease. 

Crops.     See  Real  Property.  . 

Damages. 

for  removing  subjacent  support  of  land p.  4546,  §  27SS 

in  actions  on  leases p.  4694,  §  28S0 

ia  actions  between  landlord  and  tenant p.  4694,  §  28S0 
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.p.  5374,  §  3401 
.p.  5376,  §3402 
.p.  5378,  §3403 


. .  p.  4988, 

lal 

p.  4990, 
p.  4993, 
,p.  4997, 
p.  4998, 
p.  5010, 
p.  5014, 
p.  5018, 
p.  5019, 
p.  5021, 
p.  5022, 
p.  5024, 
p.  5026, 
p.  5028, 


§3075 

§3076 
§  3077 
§  3078 
§3079 
§3084 
§  3085 
§  3080 
§3087 
§3088 
§3089 
§  3090 
§3091 
§3092 


.p.  4383,  §  2088 

.p.  4434,  §2719 
.p.  4435,  §2720 
.p.  4436,  §  2721 
.p.  4437,  §2722 
.p.  4438,  §2723 
.p.  4442,  §2724 
.p.  4444,  §2725 
.p.  4446,  §2726 
,p.  4449,  §  2727 


.p.  4546,  §  2788 
.p.  4694,  §  2880 
.p.  4694,  §  28S0 


Damages  (Continued). 

for  .naintaining  nuisance pp.  4851-4853,  §§  2978,  2979 

for  refusing  to  submit  to  arbitration „   v.s-.  s  ^q.,<. 


Dams.     See  Wateruours33. 
Declarations.    See  Wills. 
Descent  and  Distribution 
definition  of 


.p.  6285,  §  3325 


5074,  §3115 
5076,  §3116 
6078,  §3117 


5086,  §  3124 
p.  5090,  §  3125 
p.  5093,  §  3126 


th«i,-  A     f   /"^*=«"'"'^"d  descendants" p.  5068,  §  3108 

the  kinds  of  descent 1^   ^'  ^  „,^ 

j;«.  ,    ,  „     p.  6009,  S  3109 

diflference  between  English  and  American  law p  5069  §  31 10 

state  has  powers  to  regulate  desceut  and  distribution p.  507o'  §  31 1 1 

legal  status  and  title  as  aflfecting  course  of  descent p  5071'  §  31 12 

who  are  heirs,  and  who  may  take  -  in  general p.  5072  §  31 13 

survivorship  in  case  of  death  by  common  disaster p.  5074*  §  31 14 

time  when  estate  vests "-'»,  son* 

what  estate  or  interest  descends  to  heir. 

rights  and  duties  of  heirs  in  relation  to  inherited'e'sUte! .' .' 
liabilities  of  heirs  in  regard  to  decended  estate  and  ances- 
tor's debts 

descents  falling  to  chiidr'en  and  ■th;i;"i's;ue: :::::;;: : : : : :  :i  0081;  §  3I I' 

descents  falling  to  surviving  husband „  goso   s -Uon 

descents  falling  to  widow ::::::::::::r5083;  s^ 

descen    o   community  property 5086,  §  3122 

descents  falling  to  brothers  and  sisters p  5086   §  31 23 

brothers,  sisters,  and  kindred  of  the  half-blood .'.  *. .  ..p. 

ancestral  estates „ 

descents  falling  to  parents 

descents  falling  to  step-father  and  step-mother.  * ...'. p'  5095'  §  T\S 

rule  as  to  the  heirs  of  parents p.  5095,' §  3128 

descents  tailing  to  grandparents p  5095   g  gj^g 

descents  falling  to  uncles,  grand-uncles,  aunts,  nephews, 

,         *"^7^«! : p.  6096.  §3130 

descents  falling  to  cousins p.  5096.  §  3131 

descent  from  infants 

who  are  next  of  kin 

degrees  of  kindred  —  how  computed .....p.  sloo' 

posthumous  children "  '  gj^,* 

descents  to  and  from  adopted  children !.!!.!  .p.  510l'  §  .3136 

descents  to  and  from  illegitimate  children .....p!  5102,'  §  3137 

evidence  necessary  to  establish  heirship p  5105'  s  31^8 

Discharge.     See  Mortoaoes.  "*     ' 

Distribution.     See  Descent  and  Distwbption. 

Drunkenness.     See  Wiu.8. 

Easements. 

easements  defined ....p.  4523,  §  2773 

easements  illustrated p  4534  §2774 

how  acquired -by  grant p.  4525,' §  2775 

by  prescription p.  4527,  S  2776 


6096,  §  3132 
5098,  §  3133 
§31.34 
6101,  §  3135 
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Easements  (Continued). 

by  dedication p.  4R28,  S  2777 

construction  of  euementa  —  extent  of p.  4528,  S  2778 

how  extinguished  —  by  act  of  God p.  4529,  §  2779 

by  operation  of  law p.  4530,  8  2780 

by  act  of  party p.  4531,  §  2781 

obstructions  to  easements  —  remedies p.  4534,  §  2782 

who  may  sue  and  be  sued p.  4535,  §  2783 

easement  of  light  and  air  —  ancient  lights p.  4535,  g  2784 

removing  lateral  support  of  land p.  4539,  §  2785 

contributory  negligence p.  1543,  §  2786 

subjacent  support  —  mines  and  mining p.  4544,  §  2787 

damages p.  4540,  §  2788 

party-walls  —  in  general p.  4548,  §  2789 

rights  and  liabilities  of  parties p.  4549,  §2790 

contribution  between  parties p.  4550,  §  2791 

rights  of  way  —  private  ways p.  4551,  §  2792 

ways  by  grant  or  prescription p.  4552,  §  2793 

ways  by  neceseity j    4554,  §  2794 

rights  and  liabilities  of  parties ;    4557,  §  2795 

Zljectment.     See  Landlord  and  Tenant. 

Emblements.     See  Real  Pkoperty. 

Eminent  Domain. 

title  by p.  4393,  §2695 

Equity.    See  Powers. 

Escheat. 

title  by p.  4392,  §  2694 

Estoppel. 

title  by p.  4408,  §  2701 

Executory  Devise.    See  Real  Frofertt. 

Factor.     See  Liens. 

Ferries. 

rights  and  liabilities  as  to p.  4819,  §  2957 

remedies  for  interference  with .    p.  4821,  §  2958 

Fishery.    See  Watercourses. 

Fixtures. 

fixtures  defined —  the  different  testa ,  y .  ' , '".-'    :';  2S90 

bona  fide  holder  could  not  recover  for  permanent  improva- 

ments  —  "betterment  laws" p.  •<       ,  *$  2891 

annexation  as  the  test p.  47)3,  §  2892 

removability  without  injury  to  premises  as  the  test p.  4714,  §  2893 

application  or  adaptability  to  the  use  as  the  test p.  4714,  §  2894 

.mteution  as  the  test p.  4715,  §  2895 

act  of  wrong-doer  —  property  of  third  person p.  47 1 7,  §  2896 

contract  or  consent  of  owner  of  land p.  4718,  §  2897 

heir  and  executor p.  4724,  §  2898 

landlord  and  tenant p.  4724,  §  2899 
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§2791 
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4713,  §2892 
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.4714.  §2894 
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Fixtures  (Cnntinnefl). 

veiulor  aad  vendee p.  4729,  8  2900 

riglitH  of  mortgagee p.  4731,  §  2901 

what  are  and  are  not  fixtures—  buildings p.  4734,  §  2902 

gas-fixturea  and  water-pipes p.  4735,  §  2903 

machinery p.  4735,  §  2904 

other  things  which  are  and  are  not  fixtures p.  4742,  §  2905 

Fraud.     See  Powkrh;  Wills. 

Fruit.     See  Real  Pkopekty. 

Orant. 

title  by  public  grant p.  4393,  8  2696 

Heir-looms.     See  Rkal  Property, 

Houses  and  Buildings. 

are  real  property,  when p.  4369,  8  2680 

Innkeeper.     See  Liens. 

Insanity.    See  Wills. 

Joint  Tenants.     See  Co-tbnanct. 

Judicial  Sale. 

title  by p.  4413,  8  2702 

Landlord  and  Tenant.    See  also  Fixtures. 

estate  for  years  —  term  of p.  45C5,  §  2796 

relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  —  how  created p.  4566,  §  2797 

implied  tenancy p.  4568,  §  2798 

holding  over  after  expiration  of  term p.  4509,  §  2799 

letting  on  shares p.  4571,  §  2800 

lease  defined  —  agreement  for  lease  —  action  for  breach  of 

agreement  to  make  lease p.  4573,  §  2801 

who  may  bo  lessor  —  and  lessee p.  4576,  §  2802 

form  of  lease p.  4576,  §  2803 

acceptance  necessary p.  4577,  §  2804 

when  lease  begins  —  ends p.  4577,  §  2805 

what  passes  by  lease  —  appurtenances p.  4579,  §  2806 

tenant  cannot  dispute  landlord's  title p.  4581,  §  2807 

rights  and  liabilities  of  tenant  for  years  —  and  of  landlord.. p.  4586,  §  2808 

tenancy  at  will p.  4687,  §  2809 

how  determined p.  4588,  §  2810 

tenancies  from  year  to  year  favored p.  4589,  8  281 1 

tenancy  by  suflFerance p.  4589,  §  2812 

lodgings  and  apartments  —  rights  and  liabilities p.  4590,  §  2813 

rent  —  in  general p.  4592,  §  2814 

when  payable p.  4594,  §  2815 

double  rent p.  4595,  §  2816 

action  for  rent —  debt  and  covenant p.  4596,  §  2817 

use  and  occupation p.  4596,  §  2818 

distress p.  4.59E,  §  2819 

the  landlord's  lien .p.  4600,  §  2820 

apportioumeat  of  rent p.  4601,  §  2821 
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Landlord  and  Tenant  (Cuntinued). 

destriictiun  of  preiniaM  p.  4602,  §  2822 

conditions  in  leoiea —  in  general p.  4ti06,  §  2823 

covenants  in.  ieasea  —  in  general  —  implied  covenants p.  4607,  §  2824 

what  cr  jnants  run  with  land p.  4609,  §  2825 

usn  .1  or  ordinary  covenants  in  leases p.  4613,  §  2826 

'ne  lessor's  covenants  —  for  quiet  enjoyment p.  4613,  §2827 

to  repair p.  4616,  §  2828 

liability  of  landlord  for  injuvies  to  tenant p.  4619,  §  2829 

warranty,  implied  and  express,  as  to  condition  of  house p.  4622,  §  2830 

furnished  houses  or  apartments p.  4624,  §  2831 

as  to  healthy  condition  of  house p.  4625,  §  2832 

covenant  to  renew p.  4627,  §  2833 

covenant  against  encumbrances p.  4633,  §  2834 

covenant  for  further  assurance p.  4634,  §  2835 

right  of  landlord  to  re-e    ,er p.  4634,  §  2836 

the  lessee's  covenants  —  to  pay  rent p.  4635,  §  2837 

to  repair *.  .p.  4636,  §  2838 

as  to  use  of  premises p.  4638,  §  2839 

to  pay  taxes  and  assessments p.  4641,  §  2840 

to  insure , p.  4643,  §  2841 

to  redeliver  possession p.  4644,  §  2842 

not  to  assign  or  sublet p.  4645,  §  2843 

assignment  of  lease  —  distinguished  from  sublease p.  4646,  §  2844 

assignment  —  form  of  —  rights  and  liabilities  of  parties ....  p.  4647,  §  2845 

assignment  by  operation  of  law p.  4650,  §  2846 

right  to  sublet  —  rights  and  liabilities p.  4650,  §  2847 

liability  of  lessee  for  acts  of  subtenants p.  4652,  §  2818 

assignment  by  landlord p.  4653,  §  2849 

attornment  —  payment  of  rent  without  notice p.  4054,  §  2850 

covenants  as  to  improvements p.  4654,  §  2851 

option  to  purchase p.  4657,  §  2852 

other  covenants  and  agreements p.  4657,  §  2853 

dependent  and  independent  covenants p.  4658,  §  2854 

waste  —  in  general p.  4660,  §  2855 

buildings  —  repairs p.  4661,  §  285(5 

cutting  trees p.  4662,  §  2857 

in  cultivation  of  land p.  4663,  §  2858 

taking  clay  and  minerals  —  opening  mines p.  4664,  §  2859 

excusable  waste  —  act  of  God p.  4665,  §  28G0 

remedy  for  waste  —  at  law p.  4665,  §  28(il 

inequity p.  4666,  §  2862 

termination  of  lease — by  lapse  of  time  or  agreement p.  4666,  §  28G3 

by  merger p.  4667,  §  2864 

by  surrender p-  4668,  §  2865 

by  abandonment p.  4673,  §  2866 

by  forfeiture  r. p.  4673,  §  2867 


INDEX. 


Landlord  and  Tenant  (Continued). 

by  notice  to  quit—  in  general p.  4675,  §  2868 

when  notice  to  quit  required p.  4076,  §  2809 

master  and  servant p.  4678,  §  '2870 

as  to  assignees  and  subtenants p.  4677,  §  2871 

tenancies  for  fixed  terms p.  4680,  §  2872 

notice  by  tenant p.  4681,  §  lS7j 

who  not  entitled  to— in  general p.  4681,  §  2874 

length  of  notice p.  4083,  §  2875 

requisites  of  notice p.  4084,  §  2876 

waiver  of  notice p.  4085,  §  2877 

eviction p.  4685,  §  2878 

partial  eviction p.  4693,  §  2879 

damages,  measure  of — in  general p.  4094,  §  2880 

ejectment — between  landlord  and  tenant — who  liable  and 

who  not p.  4696,  §  2881 

who  may  bring  action  —  who  may  not p.  4097,  §  2882 

ejectment  by  third  person p.  4098,  §  2883 

recovery  of  mesne  profits p.  4099,  §  2884 

summary  proceedings  to  recover  possession — in  general.. .  .p.  4700,  §  2885 

when  maintainable,  and  by  whom p.  4702,  §  2886 

when  not  maintainable p.  4703,  §  2887 

procedure p.  4705,  §  2888 

dispossession — restitution p.  4706,  §  2889 

Land-warrant. 

title  by p.  4400,  §  2698 

Lateral  Support.    See  also  Mines  and  Mining. 

removing  lateral  support  of  land p.  4539,  §  2785 

contributory  negligence p.  4543,  §  2786 

Lease.     See  also  Fixtures;  Landlord  and  Tenant;  Waste. 

lease  defined p.  4573,  §  2801 

agreement  for  lease p.  4573,  §  2801 

action  for  breach  of  agreement  to  make  lease p.  4573,  §  2801 

who  may  be  lessor  —  and  lessee p.  4576,  §  2802 

form  of  lease p.  4576,  §  2803 

acceptance  necessary p.  4577,  §  2804 

when  lease  begins —  ends p.  4577,  §  2805 

what  passes  by  lease  —  appurtenances p.  4579,  §  2806 

tenant  cannot  dispute  landlord's  title p.  4581,  §  2807 

rights  and  liabilities  of  tenant  for  years  —  and  of  landlord,  .p.  4586,  §  2808 

lodgings  and  apartments  —  rights  and  liabilities p.  4590,  §  28 1 3 

rent  — in  general p.  4592,  §2814 

when  payable p.  4594,  §2815 

double  rent p.  4595,  §  281 6 

action  for  rent  —  debt  and  covenant p.  4596,  §  2817 

use  and  occupation p.  4596,  §  2818 

diitreu .p.  4598,  §  2819 
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Leaae  (Continued). 

the  lan(llord'8  lien p.  4C00,  §  2820 

apportionment  of  rent p.  4001,  S  2S'21 

deatructiou  of  preinisea p.  4002,  §  2822 

conditions  in  leases  —  in  general p.  4006,  §  2823 

covenants  in  leases  —  in  general  — implied  covenants p.  4007,  §  2824 

what  covenants  run  with  land p.  4009,  §  2825 

usual  or  ordinary  covenants  in  leases p.  4013,  §  2826 

the  lessor's  covenants  —  for  quiet  enjoyment p.  401 3,  §  2827 

to  repair p.  4016,  §  2828 

liability  of  landlord  for  injuries  to  tenant p.  4019,  §  2829 

warranty,  implied  and  express,  as  to  condition  of  house. . .  .p.  4022,  §  2830 

furnished  houses  or  apartments p.  4024,  §  2831 

as  to  healthy  condition  of  house p.  4025,  §  2832 

covenant  to  renew p.  4027,  §  2833 

covenant  against  encumbrances p.  4033,  §  2834 

covenant  for  further  assurance p.  4CM,  §  2835 

right  of  landlord  to  re-enter! p.  4034,  §  2836 

the  lessee's  covenants  —  to  pay  rent p.  4035,  §  2837 

to  repair p.  4030,  §  2838 

as  to  use  of  premises p.  4(t38,  §  2839 

to  pay  taxes  and  assessments p.  4641,  §  2840 

to  insure p.  4043,  §  2841 

to  redeliver  possession p.  4044,  §  2842 

not  to  assign  or  sublet p.  4045,  §  2843 

assignment  of  lease — distinguished  from  subleaiie p.  4040,  §  2844 

assignment — form  of  —  rights  and  liabilities  of  parties p.  4647,  §  2845 

assignment  by  operation  of  law p.  4650,  §  2846 

right  to  sublet  —  rights  and  liabilities p.  4650,  §  2847 

liability  of  lessee  for  acts  of  subtenants p.  4052,  §  2848 

assignment  by  landlord p.  4053,  §  284!) 

attornment  —  payment  of  rent  without  notice p.  4()54,  §  2850 

covenants  as  to  improvements p.  4054,  §  2851 

option  to  purchase p.  4057,  §  2852 

other  covenants  and  agreements x^-  4057,  §  2853 

dependent  and  independent  covenants p.  4058,  §  2854 

termination  of  lease  —  by  lapse  of  time  or  agreement p.  4060,  §  2S03 

by  merger   p.  4067,  §  2804 

by  surrender p.  4008,  §  2805 

by  abandonment p.  4009,  §  2S0G 

by  forfeiture p.  407.3,  §  2807 

by  notice  to  quit  —  in  general p.  4673,  §  2808 

when  notice  to  quit  required p.  4676,  §  2S09 

master  and  servant : . . .  p.  4678,  §  2870 

as  to  assignees  and  subtenants p.  4679,  §  2871 

tenancies  for  fixed  terms p.  4080,  §  2872 

notice  by  teuaut p.  4681,  §2873 
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,..p.  4G00,  §2820 
...p.  4001,  8*2821 
...p.  400-2,8  2822 
...p.  4006,  8  2823 
...p.  4007,  8  2824 
...p.  4009,8  2825 
...p.  4013,  8  282G 
...p.  4013,8  2827 
...p.  4016,  §2828 
...p.  4019,8  2829 
...p.  4022,  §2830 
...p.  4024,8  2831 
...p.  4625,8  2832 
....p.  4627,8  2833 
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....p.  4ri:«,  8  2835 
....p.  4034,8  2836 
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....p.  4044,  §2842 
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....p.  4040,8  2844 
.p.  4047,  8  2845 
...p.  4650,  8  2846 
....p.  4650,8  2847 
....p.  4652,8  2848 
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,..p.  4054,  §2850 
...p.  4654,8  2851 
...p.  4657,  §2852 
...p.  4057,  §2853 
...p.  4058,  §2854 
...p.  4660,  §2863 
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...1).  4608,  §2805 
...p.  4609,  8  2S6C 
...p.  4073,  §2807 
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...p.  4678,  §2870 
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...p.  4681,  §2873 


Lease  (Conkinued). 

M'hoaot  entitled  to  — in  goncral p.  4681,  8  2S74 

length  of  notice p.  M'tH.i,  i  1\S75 

ruqiiisitos  *f  notice p.  4081,  §  2S76 

waiver  of  notice p.  4084,  §  2S77 

eviction p.  4085,  §  2878 

partial  eviction p.  4093,  §  2879 

damages,  measure  of  —  in  general p.  4694,  §  2880 

ejectment  —  Iwtween liindlonl  and  tenant —  who  liable  and 

who  not p.  4090,  §  2881 

who  may  bring  action  —  who  may  not p.  4697,  §  28Sl' 

ejectment  by  third  person p.  4098,  §  28S3 

recovery  of  mesne  profits p.  4099,  §  2884 

summary  proceedings  to  recover  possession  —  in  general.  .  .p.  4700,  §  '2885 

when  maintainable,  and  by  whom p.  4702,  §  '2886 

when  not  maintainable p.  4703,  S  2887 

procedure p.  4705,  §  2888 

dispossession  —  restitution p.  4700,  §  2889 

Legacies.     See  Wills. 
Liens. 

commondaw  liens p.  5033,  §  3093 

equitable  liens p.  5035,  §  ,3094 

liens  by  express  agreement p.  5038,  §  3095 

statutory  liens p.  5039,  §  3090 

lien  of  artibia  or  workman [>.  5040,  §  ,3097 

lien  of  attorney p.  5043,  §  3098 

lien  of  auctioneer p.  5047,  §  3099 

lien  of  banker p.  50ii7,  §  3100 

lien  of  carrier p.  5048,  §  3101 

lien  of  factor p.  5051,  §  3102 

lien  of  innkeeper p.  5051,  §  3J03 

lien  of  warehouseman p.  5053,  §  3104 

vendor's  lien  —  realty p.  5053,  §  3 1 05 

vendor's  lien  —  personalty p.  5000,  §  31 00 

vendee's  lien p.  5062,  §  3107 

Light  and  Air. 

easement  of  light  and  air p.  4535,  §  2784 

ancient  lights p.  4535,  §  2784 

Married  Women.    See  Mortoaqes. 
Merger.    See  Mortgaqes. 
Mills.    See  Watercourses. 
Mines  and  Mining. 

subjacent  support  of  land p.  4544,  §  2787 

damages  for  removing p.  4546,  §  27SS 

are  real  property p.  4376,  §  26S3 

construction  of  grants  of  minerals p.  4377,  §  2684 

gold  and  silver  mines pp.  4381,  4382,  §§  2685,  2686 
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Money.    8m  Riai  PROPRitTT. 

MortgaKM.    Sea  aUo  CiiAmi.  Mortoaobs. 

definition  and  nature  of p.  4881,  8  ^0)2 

who  tnay  make p.  488.'),  ji  :iOI3 

^no  may  take p.  4884,  S  ;«H4 

requisites  and  form,  generally p.  4881'),  {j  M0I5 

designation  of  parties p.  4887,  ^  'MHti 

description  of  the  property p.  4888,  ^  :U)I7 

terminology  of  the  proviso p.  48<,)l),  jj  .SOI  s 

specification  of  the  thing  secured p.  4891 ,  ^  MOI i) 

principles  of  construction p.  489'.',  Jj  .SO'JO 

subject-matter  of  the  mortgage p.  48*j;<,  ^  liOiM 

buildings,  fixtures,  crops,  and  franchises p.  4895,  §  ;{()'_"J 

equity  of  redemption p.  4897,  §  'M)'2',i 

equitable  mortgages p.  4898,  §  'M24 

dsoit/niiient  qfmortgaye. 

by  whom  may  be  made p.  4002,  §  .302.') 

mode  of  assignment p.  4903,  §  302li 

of  portion  of  debt p.  4905,  §  8027 

assignment  subject  to  equities p.  4907,  §  30'J.s 

eflfect  and  construction p.  4909,  §  3029 

Hiijhta,  interests,  and  liabilities  o/parliet. 

the  mortgagor p.  4911,  §  .303(1 

the  mortgagee p.  4913,  §  SO.il 

the  purchaser  of  the  equity  of  redomption p.  4918,  §  .30.'!'.' 

the  lessee  of  the  mortgagor p.  4921,  §  30l<;t 

right  of  mortgagor  to  bring  ejectment p.  4923,  §  3l);U 

right  of  mortgagee  to  bring  ejectment p.  4924,  §  'MX) 

right  of  mortgagee  to  writ  of  entry p.  4924,  §  SOIiiJ 

subsequent  encumbrancers p.  4925,  §  M'M 

mortgagee  under  mortgage  of  indemnity p.  4927,  §  30.'!$ 

right  of  parties  to  maintain  partition p.  4928,  §  SO.'i'J 

when  mortgagee  estopped  from  setting  up  mortgage p.  4930,  §  3U4(J 

Aammption  qf. 

form  and  nature  of p.  4933,  §  3041 

by  junior  mortgagee p.  4930,  §  .'!i)4:' 

by  married  woman p.  4937,  §  .'!043 

release  of  mortgagor  by  mortgagee p.  4937,  §  .'i044 

release  of  purchaser  by  mortgagor  or  mortgagee p.  4939,  §  3045 

Jubrogalion  and  merger, 

subrogation  — in  general p.  4941,  §  304(] 

who  entitled  to p.  4942,  §  .•!047 

in  favor  of  junior  mortgagee p.  4944,  ti  .'!()4S 

in  favor  of  surety  or  guarantor p.  4946,  §  304!) 

when  mortagor  entitled  to p.  4947,  §  3U30 

mere  stranger  or  volunteer  not  entitled  to p.  4948,  §  .3051 

merger  as  applied  to  mortgages p.  49.10,  §  3052 

when  not  axiplicable p.  4952,  ^  3053 
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Mortgages  (Continued). 
Sati\,i'itetion  and  diteharge, 

what  oonatitutei p.  4055,  |  3054 

what  (loei  not p.  4957,  I  3055 

who  may  give p.  4tMJ0,  |  3066 

when  satisfled  mortgage  may  be  revived p.  4901,  8  3067 

form  of  diioharge p.  4902,  8  3058 

penalty  for  not  diicharging p.  4903,  9  3050 

Jteilemption. 

who  haa  right  of p.  4965,  §  3060 

when  it  may  be  exercised p.  4900,  §  3001 

proviio  must  be  complied  with p.  4907,  9  3062 

against  mortgagee  in  possession p.  4908,  §  3063 

improvements  and  repairs p.  4970,  9  3004 

expenses  of  management p.  4970,  S  3005 

Forecloture. 

in  general p.  4973,  9  3060 

when  right  arises p.  4974,  9  3007 

by  whom  may  be  exercised p.  4970,  9  3008 

operation  of  decree p.  4978,  §  3009 

title  passes  by  deed  thereunder p.  4979,  9  3070 

delivery  of  possession  to  purchaser p.  4982,  §  307 1 

right  to  pursue  concurrent  remedies p.  4983,  §  3072 

deficiency  after  sale  p.  4984,  9  3073 

effect  of  mortgagor's  bankruptcy p.  4980,  9  3074 

Navigable  Waters.    See  Watkrcourses. 

Negligence.     See  Easements. 

Nuisance. 

nuisance  defined  —  the  different  kinds  of  nuisances p.  4826,  9  2959 

use  of  property  must  be  unlawful  —  legislative  legalization .  p.  4827,  9  2960 
injury  must  be  tangible  —  diminution  of  value  of  property 

insufficient p.  4829,  9  2961 

nuisance  by  omission p.  4^30,  §  2962 

damage  presumed  from  proof  of  legal  injury p.  4831,  9  2963 

reasonable  use  —  as  depending  on  situation  of  property. . .  .p.  4831,  9  2964 

statutory  rights  and  wrongs p.  4832,  9  2965 

nuisances  per  se  —  the  old  doctrine p.  4833,  §  2906 

the  modern  doctrine p.  48.34,  9  2967 

prima  facie  nuisances  —  inequity p.  4834,  9  2968 

at  law p.  4835,  9  2969 

no  civil  action  for  common  or  public  nuisance p.  4835,  §  2970 

alitor  where  plaintiff  suffers  a  special  injury p.  -4836,  §  2971 

remedy  by  injunction  —  public  nuisance p.  4838,  9  2972 

private  nuisance p.  4839,  9  2973 

when  injunction  granted  after  verdict  at  law p.  4843,  9  2974 

rights    by  prescription  —  public    nuisance  —  private  nui- 
sance  p.  4844,  9  2975 
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Nuisance  (Continued). 

who  may  sue , p.  4845,  §  2076 

who  1-*d1o  —  erector  and  continuer p.  484G,  §  2i)77 

da^iigea p.  4851,  §  2978 

jieuiplary  damages p,  4853,  §  2979 

.'"     illustrations  of  nuisances p.  4853,  §  '2[)S0 

right  to  pure  air  —  limitations p.  4858,  §  29S1 

smoke  —  when  a  nuisance , p.  4K59,  §  2\)S-2 

chiiiuiuys p.  4SliO,  §  2983 

fuel p.  48(51,  §  2984 

noxious  vapors p.  4S()2,  §  2985 

briok-yards p.  48ti3,  i5  2986 

blacksmith's  shop p.  48G:),  §  2987 

defenses p.  4864,  §  298S 

smells  and  stenches p.  48G5,  §  2989 

bone-boiling  works p.  4866,  §  2990 

cattle-yards p.  4866,  §  2991 

dairies p.  4866,  §  2992 

hog-styes p.  4866,  §  2993 

livery-stables p.  4867,  §  2994 

privies p.  4868,  §  2995 

slaughter-houses p.  4868,  §  2996 

soap  and  candle  factories p.  4868,  §  2897 

stables  and  barns p.  4869,  §  2998 

tallow  factories  and  melting-houses p.  4869,  §  2999 

tanneries p.  4870,  §  3000 

other  trades p.  4870,  §  3001 

nuisance  by  noise — test p.  4870,  §  3002 

jarring  of  machinery p.  4872,  §  3003 

noisy  trades  near  dwellings p.  4873,  §  3004 

animals p.  4874,  §  3005 

bells p.  4875,  §  3000 

musical  in°trumeuts p.  4875,  §  3007 

other  noises p.  4875,  §  30()S 

malicious  noises p.  4876,  §  3009 

coming  to  nuisance  no  defens  j  — acquiescence y.  4877,  §  3010 

other  defenses p.  4878,  §  3011 

Partition. 

partition  —  in  general p.  4450,  §  27'.'S 

voluntary  partition p.  4451,  §  27'J<.I 

written  agreements  for  partition p.  4452,  §  27.'>0 

parol  agreements  for  partition p.  4453,  §  L'7'^l 

involuntary  partition  —  jurisdiction  of  equity p.  4454,  §  '-'7;i"- 

statutory   jurisdiction p.  4456,  §  '21n-> 

who  may  have  partition p.  4457,  §  2734 

of  what  property  may  partition  be  made p.  4460,  §  '27-^'> 

who  must  be  defendants p.  4461,  §  273u 


INDEX. 


XVI 1 


....p.  4845,  §2076 
....p.  484G,  §2977 
....p.  4851,  §2978 
....p.  4853,  §2979 
....p.  485:?,  §29S0 
....p.  4858,  §29S1 
....p.  4S59,  §2'.»S-2 
....p.  4800,  §2983 
....p.  48(51,  §2984 
....p.  48()2,  §2985 

p.  48t)S.  §  2980 

....p.  480:),  §2987 
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Partition  (Continued). 

mode  of  decreeing  partition p.  4463,  §  2737 

requisitea  aud  effect  of  judgment  or  decree p.  4406,  §  2738 

effeot  of  partition  deed p.  4467,  §  2739 

Party-walls. 

party-walls  in  general p.  4548,  §  2789 

rights  and  liabilities  of  parties p.  4549,  §  2790 

contribution  between  parties p.  4550,  §  2791 

Patent. 

title  to  land  by p.  4393,8  2696 

Powers. 

powers  —  defined  and  classified p.  4479,  §  2748 

how  created p.  4480,  §  2749 

who  may  execute  power p.  4481,  §  2750 

power,  how  executed  —  form p.  4482,  §  2751 

powers,  how  construed  —  what  is  a  good  execution p.  4485,  §  2752 

appointments  set  aside  for  fraud p.  4488,  §  2753 

defective  execution  of  powers  —  relief p.  4489,  §  2754 

poweis  by  statute p.  4491,  §  2755 

'.ow  extinguished p.  4492,  §  2756 

Pre-emption. 

title  to  land  by p.  4397,  §  2G97 

Prescription. 

title  by p.  4401,  §  2700 

Probate.     See  Wills. 

Public  Lands.     See  Pre-emption  —  Land- warrant;  Pat- 
ent; Grant. 

Beal  Property.     See  also  Co-tknancy;  Partition;  Pow- 
ers; E.\SEMESTS. 

The  (liferent  kinds  of pp.  4367-4390,  §§  2678-2691 

real  property  defined p.  4367,  §  2678 

corporeal  aud  incorporeal  hereditaments p.  4367,  §  2679 

houses  aud  buildings p.  4369,  §  2680 

trees,  crops,  fruit,  etc p.  4379,  §  2681 

emblements p.  4373,  §  2682 

mines  aud  minerals p.  4376,  §  2683 

construction  of  grants  of  minerals p.  4377,  §  2084 

gold  aud  silver  mines p.  4381,  §  2685 

rights  and  liabilities  as  to p.  4382,  §  2686 

money p.  4383,  §  2687 

the  doctrine  of  equitable  conversion p.  4383,  §  2688 

heir-looms p.  4387,  §  2689 

water p.  4388,  §  2090 

other  kinds  of  realty p.  4388,  §  2691 

manure p.  4388,  §  2091 

sea-weed p.  4389,  §  2091 

shares  of  stock p.  4389,  §2691 
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Beal  Property  (Continued). 

pews p.  4389,  §2691 

road>bed,  rails,  and  right  of  way  of  railroad p.  4389,  §  2691 

ponds,  springs,  reservoirs,  and  pipes  of  water  company....  p.  4389,  §  2091 

ore  rights p.  4389,  §  2G91 

■labs,  saw-dust,  shavings p.  4389,  §  2091 

saw-mills  and  grist-mills p.  4390,  §  2G91 

Title  to  realty pp.  4391-4413,  §§  21592-2702 

title  in  general p.  4391,  §  2G92 

title  by  accession p.  4391,  §  2093 

by  escheat p.  4.392,  §  2694 

by  eminent  domain p.  4393,  §  2095 

by  public  grant  or  patent p.  4393,  §  2090 

by  pre-emption p.  4397,  §  2097 

by  land  warrant  or  certificate p.  4404,  §  2098 

by  conveyance p.  4401,  §  2099 

by  prescription  —  adverse  possession p.  4401,  §  2700 

by  estoppel p.  4408,  §  2701 

by  judicial  sale p.  4413,  §  2702 

tstatea  in  real  property.     See   also   Landlord    and    Ten- 
ant  pp.  4414-4444,  §§  2703-2772 

meaning  of  "esUte" p.  4415,  §  2703 

the  different  kinds  of  estates p.  4410,  §  2704 

estates  in  fee-simple p.  4416,  §  270") 

how  created p.  4410,  g  270() 

power  of  alienation  —  restrictions  as  to  alienation p.  4419,  §  2707 

fee  in  abeyance p.  4420,  §  270S 

seisin p.  4420,  §  2709 

disseisin p.  4421,  §  271U 

tenures  in  the  United  States p.  4423,  §  2711 

•states-tail p.  4424,  §  2712 

•states  for  life p.  4427,  §  2713 

estates  pur  auter  vie p.  4429,  §  27 14 

rights,  powers,  and  liabilities  of  tenant  for  life p.  4429,  §  2715 

how  terminated p.  4431,  §  27IG 

forfeiture  of  estate p.  4432,  §  2717 

merger  of  estates p.  4433,  §  271S 

•states  in  joint  tenancy pp.  4434-4430,  §§  2719-2721 

estates  in  coparcenary p.  4437,  §  2722 

tenancies  in  common pp.  4438-4450,  §§  2723-2727 

estates  in  remainder p.  4468,  §  2740 

vested  and  contingent  remainders p.  4409,  §  2741 

how  defeated p.  4472,  §  2742 

rule  in  Shelley's  Case p.  4473,  §  •274;{ 

reversions p.  4474,  §  2744 

executory  devises  —  the  different  classes  of p.  4474,  §  2745 

illustrations  of  executory  devises p.  4470,  §  274(i 
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p.  4390,  §  2691 
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p.  4429,  §2714 

p.  4429,  §2715 

p.  4431,  §2710 

p.  4432,  §2717 

p.  4433,  §2718 
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Real  Property  (Continned). 

must  not  create  a  perpetuity p.  4477  §  2747 

estates  upon  condition  —  in  general p.  4492  §  2757 

conditions  precedent p.  4493   §  2753 

conditions  subsequent  — in  general p.  4495,  §  2709 

how  created  — form  of  words  immaterial p.  4497,  §  2760 

conditions  subsequent  not  favored p.  4499  §  2761 

doubtful  conditions  construed  as  covenants p.  4501,  §  2762 

conditional  limitations p_  4502  §  2763 

restrictions  as  to  use  of  property  or  premises p.  4503,  §  2764 

restrictions  as  to  intoxicating  liquors p.  4507,  §  2705 

other  valid  restrictions p.  4508,  §  2766 

what  conditions  are  void  —  in  general  p.  4510  §  2707 

restrictions  as  to  alienation p.  4512   §  2708 

performance  of  conditions •, p,  4413  §  27^^ 

when  performance  excused  or  waived p.  4515,  §  2770 

enforcement  of  conditions,  and  by  whom p,  4517,  §  2771 

equitable  relief  against  forfeiture p.  5413   §  2772 

Reference.     See  Arbitration  and  Award. 

Registration. 

of  chattel  mortgages p.  5002,  §  3080 

filing  and  refiling p.  5003,  §  3081 

precedence  of  unrecorded  mortgages p.  5007,  §  3082 

actual  notice p.  5007,  §  3083 

Remainders.     See  Real  Property. 

Reversions.     See  Real  Property. 

Riparian  Rights.     See  Watercourses. 

Satisfaction.     See  Mortgages. 

Specific  Performance.     See  Arbitration  and  Award. 

Subrogation.     See  Mortgages. 

Taxes.     See  Landl,ord  and  Tenant;  Lease. 

Tenants  in  Common.     See  Co-tknancy. 

Trees.     See  Real  Property. 

Vendor  and  Purchaser.     See  Liens. 

Warehouseman.     See  Liens. 

Waste. 

waste  —  in  general p.  4660,  §  2855 

buildings  — repairs p.  40GI,  §  2856 

cutting  trees p.  4002,  §  2857 

in  cultivation  of  land p.  4(563,  §  2858 

taking  clay  and  minerals  —  opening  niinea p.  4004,  §  2859 

excusable  waste  — ■  act  of  God p,  4005,  §  2800 

remedy  for  waste  —  at  law p.  4605,  §  2801 

in  equity p.  4600,  §  2862 

Watercourses.    See  also  Feukie.s. 

watercourse  —  what  is p.  4749,  §  2906 

artificial  watercourses p.  4751,  §  2907 
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Watercourses  (Continued). 

right  of  adjoining  proprietor  as  to  extent  —  fresh-water 

lakes  and  ponds p.  4752,  §2908 

fresh-water  streams p.  4754,  §  2909 

where  tide  ebbs  and  flows p.  4754,  §  2910 

where  water  and  lands  are  in  different  proprietors p.  4755,  §  29 1 1 

boundaries p.  4755,  §  2912 

accretion  —  alluvion  —  reliction p.  4756,  §  2913 

rights  of  riparian  proprietors p.  4700,  §  2914 

to  use  of  water p.  4763,  §  291 5 

no  superior  right  at  common  law  by  prior  appropriation. .  .p.  4764,  g  2916 

what  is  a  reasonable  use  —  in  diversion  of  water p.  4764,  g  2917 

in  detention  of  water p.  4765,  §  2918 

dams p.  4766,  §  2919 

mill-dams —  mill-sites p.  4767,  §  2920 

mill-owners  —  use  of  water  by p.  4769,  §  2921 

injury  to  higher  proprietor — by  setting  back  water p.  4771,  §  2922 

right  to  erect  barriers  to  protect  one's  land p.  4771,  §  2923 

right  to  use  water  to  injury  of  adjoining  proprietors  —  by 

grant  or  prescription p.  4772,  §  2024 

by  acquiescence p.  4774,  §  2925 

remedies —  damages p.  4774,  §  2926 

what  are  navigable  waters p.  4777,  §  2927 

floatable  streams  —  booms  and  booming  companies p.  4779,  §  2928 

navigability  a  question  of  fact  —  what  streams  are  and  are 

not  navigable p.  4780,  §  2929 

rights  of  riparian  proprietors  —  as  to  extent p.  478 1 ,  «;  29.S0 

high  or  low  water  mark p.  4782,  §  2'.i;i  I 

as  to  use p.  4783,  §  29:)2 

control  of  state  over  inland  streams  and  waters p.  4784,  §  '2',yXi 

tidal  streams  and  waters  of  interstate  commerce p.  4785,  §  29;U 

state  may  convey  its  right  to  shore p.  4786,  §  29;{r) 

any  obstruction  of  a  navigable  stream  a  nuisance p.  4787,  §  2y:)(i 

right  of  riparian  proprietors  to  erect  wharves,  etc p.  4789,  g  291)7 

rights  of  fishery  —  in  fresh  waters p.  4790,  §  29;)8 

in  tide-waters  —  oysters p.  4792,  ^  2!i'ilt 

state  regulations  as  to  Ashing p.  4794,  §  2940 

remedies p.  4795,  §  2!> tl 

surface- water  —  the  common-law  rule p.  4796,  g  2(U'J 

drawing  off  surface-water  —  drains p.  4799,  §  294.') 

the  civil-law  rule p.  4800,  S  2944 

subterranean  waters  —  wells p.  4802,  g  294j 

injuries  by  escape  of  water  —  in  general p.  4804,  g  'JIM  li 

water  from  roofs p.  4808,  g  2947 

water-pipes p.  4809,  ^i  1^948 

percolating  waters p.  4809,  §  294'.) 

pollution  of  waters  —  rights  of  riparian  proprietors  —  in 

general p.  4811,  g  29J0 
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Watercourses  (Continued). 

what  pollution  of  water  is  actionable .....p.  4812, 

when  pollution  not  actionable  —  reasonable  use p.  4814, 

when  pollution  will  be  enjoined , p.  4815, 

right  to  pollute  —  by  grant,  license,  or  prescription p.  4816, 

other  defenses p.  4816, 

cess-pools  —  sewers — filthy  percolation! p.  4817, 

Ways. 

rights  of  way  —  private  ways p.  4551, 

ways  by  grant  or  proscription p.  4552, 

ways  by  necessity p,  4554, 

rights  and  liabilities  of  parties p.  4657, 

WUls. 

What  ia  a  will. 

will  defined p.  5109, 

what  papers  or  writings  constitute  a  will p.  5110, 

whether  a  paper  ia  a  deed  or  a  will p.  5113, 

extraneous  papers,  when  part  of  will p.  5114, 

writings  which  are  not  willo p.  5115, 

form  and  requisites  of  will p.  6116, 

contingent  wills p.  611J, 

partial  wills  —  wills  imperfectly  executed,  and  unexecuted 

wills p.  5118, 

olographic  wills p.  5119, 

nuncupative  wills  —  what  are — requisites  and  validity  of.  .p.  5120, 

nuncupative  wills  —  who  may  make .... p.  5123, 

nuncupative  wills  —  what  property  may  be  willed p.  5123, 

agreement  to  make  a  will  or  to  leave  property  —  expecta- 
tion of  compensation  by  will  for  services p.  5123, 

joint  or  mutual  wills p.  5125, 

codicils p.  5126, 

inclosing  and  depositing  will  for  preservation,  and  delivery 

of  will  so  deposited p.  5127, 

at  what  time  will  takes  effect , p.  5127, 

Who  may  make  will, 

who  may  make  will p.  5129, 

will  drawn  by  person  other  than  testator p.  5131, 

definition  and  test  of  testamentary  capacity p.  6131, 

fraud  and  undne  infiuence  in  procuring  will p.  5134, 

belief  in  spiritualism p.  5138, 

insanity p.  5139, 

lucid  intervals p.  5141, 

partial  insanity p.  5142, 

delirium p.  51 43, 

drunkenness p.  5143, 

imbeciles  —  deaf,  dumb,  and  blind  persons p.  5144, 

Execution  and  attestation. 
execution  of  will p.  5145,  §  3167 
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Wills  (Continued). 

manner  and  mode  of  signing p.  6145,  S  3IGS 

sealing p.  5148,  §3109 

acknowledgment  of  signature p.  6149,  §  3170 

publication p.  5150,  §  317J 

reading  of  will  to  or  by  testator,  and  knowledge  by  him  of 

contents p.  5153,  §  3172 

will  must  be  attested  or  subscribed p.  5153,  §  3173 

whether  attestation  clause  is  part  of  will p.  5154,  §  3174 

witnesses  need  not  read  or  know  contents  of  will p.  5154,  §  8175 

who  are  competent  or  credible  witnesses p.  5155,  §  3176 

how  witnesses  should  sign p.  5156,  §  3177 

where  witnesses  should  sign p.  5157,  §  3178 

order  of  signing p.  5158,  §  3179 

request  to  witness p.  5158,  §3180 

attestation  as  to  sanity p.  6158,  §  3181 

attestation  at  different  times  p.  6159,  §  31 82 

attestation  in  presence  of  testator p.  6159,  §  3183 

signing  by  witnesses  in  presence  of  each  other p.  6161,  §  3184 

witnesses  should  see  testator's  signature p.  5162,  §3185 

Probate  of  and  contesting  wills. 

probate  of  wills  -  -  jurisdiction  of  probate  courts p.  5164,  §  318G 

when  jurisdiction  attaches p.  5164,  §  3187 

when  will  should  be  presented  for  probate. . . .   p.  5164,  §  3188 

where  will  should  be  probated p.  5164,  §  3189 

who  may  apply  for  probate p.  5165,  §  31!)0 

what  may  be  probated p.  5165,  §  3191 

ante-mortem  probate p.  5166,  §  3192 

will  executed  in  another  state. . .   p.  6166,  §  3193 

foreign  wills p.  5167,  §  3194 

what  proof  requisite  to  uitablish  will p.  5167,  §  31 95 

burden  of  proof  of  execution  of  will p.  5168,  §  3196 

how  many  witnesses  required p.  5168,  §  3197 

proof  of  handwriting p.  5169,  §  319S 

presumption  of  due  execution  from  attestation  clause p.  5169,  §  3199 

other  evidence  to  show  execution  of  will p.  6170,  §  3200 

oharacter  of  evidence  required  from  subscribing  witness. .  .p.  6170,  §  3201 
will  may  be  admitted  to  probate  where  court  is  satisfied  of 

its  validity p.  6170,  §  3202 

evidence  to  rebut  attestation  and  to  contradict  affidavit  of 

subscribing  witness p.  6171,  §  3203 

proponent's  declarations  inadmissible  to  defeat  probate  of 

will p.  6172,  §3204 

testamentary  capacity  —  evidence  and  burden  of  proof p.  5172,  §  3205 

non-expert  evidence  of  testator's  mental  capacity p.  5175,  §  3206 

effect  of  dispositions  in  will  as  determining  sanity  —  bur- 
den of  proof p.  5176,  §  3207 

quantum  of  evidence  as  to  testamentary  capacity p.  5177,  §  3208 
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Wills  (Continued). 

evidence  and  burden  of  proof  aa  to  undue  influence  and 

fraud p.  5177,  §  3209 

■anity  and  undue  influence  a  question  for  the  jury p.  5180,  §  3210 

declarations  of  testator p.  5180,  §  321 1 

declarations  of  other  persons p.  5182,  §  3212 

evidence  to  show  unfinished  paper  a  will p.  51 82,  S  321 3 

evidence  to  show  republication p,  5183,  §  3214 

evidence  to  show  testator's  knowlo'lge  of  contents  of  will.  .p.  5183,  §  3215 
evidence — proof  of  lost  or  destroyed  will  —  probate  of  same . p.  518.3,  §  ,3216 

jurisdiction  of  equity  to  establish  lost  will p.  5184,  §  3217 

admissibility  of  wills  as  evidence —  ancient  wills p.  6185,  g  3218 

extrinsic  evidence  to  atfoct  will p.  5185,  §  3219 

evidence  to  explain  ambiguities p.  5187,  §  3220 

evidence  to  show  mistake  —  supplyiniJ!  words p.  5187,  §  3221 

impeachment  or  setting  aside  will p.  5189,  §  3222 

who  may  contest  will p.  5190,  §  3223 

Construction  of  trills. 

how  far  testator's  intention  controls p.  5191,  §  .3224 

use  of  introductory  words  to  ascertain  intention p.  5192,  g  .3223 

technical  words — how  far  governed  by  testator's  intention. p.  5193,  §  3226 

whole  will  is  to  be  construed  together p.  5194,  §  3227 

later  provisions  control p.  5201 ,  §  3228 

general  intent  prevails  over  particular  :.ntent p.  5202,  §  3229 

transposition  of  words p.  5202,  g  3230 

surplusage  and  rejection  of  words p.  5202,  §  3231 

per  stirpes  or  per  capita p.  5202,  §  32.32 

devise  with  power  of  appointment p.  5206,  §  3233 

bequest  of  a  debt  —  annuity p.  5206,  §  3234 

legacy  may  be  a  personal  charge p.  5206,  §  3235 

gift  of  personal  property  for  a  lifetime  with  gift  over p.  5206,  §  ,3236 

statutory  rules  concerning  devises  and  legacies.   p.  5207,  §  3237 

special  instances  of  wills  held  to  be  valid  and  \  oid p.  5207,  §  3238 

what  constitutes  a  sufficient  finding  as  to  validity  of  will.  ..p.  5208,  §  32.">9 

estate  when  segregated p.  5209,  §  3240 

conditions  in  wills p.  5209,  §  3241 

illegal  and  impossible  comlitions p.  5210,  §  3242 

conditions  against  contesting  will p.  5210,  §  3243 

request  for  support  and  maintenance p.  5210,  §  3244 

perpetuities p.  521 1 ,  §  3245 

Legacies  and  devises. 

who  may  take  under  will p.  521 3,  §  3246 

devise  or  bequest  to  heir  who  would  otherwise  inherit p.  5214,  S  3247 

omission  of  children  in  will p.  .VJ 14,  §  3248 

disinherison  of  children p.  5215,  §  3249 

posthumous  children  —  children  en  ventre  sa  mere p.  5215,  §  .3250 

omissiou  of  widow  in  will p.  5216,  §  3251 
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Wills  (Continned). 

illegitimate  children p.  6216,  §  3252 

eleotion  or  renuuoiation  by  devisee  or  legatee p.  5216,  §  3253 

•leotion  by  widow  between  benefits  conferred  by  will  and 

her  share  in  commnnity  property p.  S218,  §  3254 

•leotion  by  widow  between  testamentary  provision  and 

dower  —  gift  in  lieu  or  satisfaction  of  dower p.  6219,  §  3256 

gift  to  wife,  out  of  what  funds  paid p.  5220,  §  3256 

when  gift  or  devise  to  widow  is  absolute p>  6220,  §  3257 

what  may  be  willed p.  5222,  §3258 

description  of  property  willed p.  5222,  §  3259 

when  will  passes  after-acquired  property p.  5224,  §  32(50 

general  legacies p.  6225,  §  3261 

ipecific  legacies p.  5225,  §  3262 

residuary  legacies,  and  estate  under  the  residuary  clause  — 

rights  of  residuary  devisees  and  legatees p.  5226,  §  32G3 

onmulative  legacies p.  5229,  §  3264 

when  legacy  is  charge  upon  land p.  5229,  9  3265 

legacies  when  a  charge  on  land  —  subrogation  to  the  rights 

cf  creditors p.  6231,  §  3266 

encumbrances  on  estate  are  charge  upon  property p.  6232,  i  3267 

distinction  between  terms  "vested  and  "contingent,"  as 

applied  to  legacies p.  6232,  §3268 

law  favors  vesting  of  legacies p.  6234,  §  3269 

when  legacy  is  vested,  and  when  contingent  —  general 

rules p.  6236,  §  3270 

when  legacy  or  gift  is  absolute p.  5240,  §  3271 

legacies  in  fraud  of  creditors p.  5241,  §  3272 

advancements  and  satisfaction p.  6242,  §  3273 

ademption  and  abatement  of  legacies p.  5244,  §  3274 

lapsed  legacies  and  devises p.  5245,  §  3275 

time  when  division  of  the  property  should  be  made p.  5246,  §  3276 

estates  given  by  will p.  6246,  §  3277 

Sevocation,  republication,  and  revivaL 

revocation  of  wills p.  6247,  §  3278 

revocation  by  burning p.  6248,  §  3279 

revocation  by  tearing  or  tlestroying p.  5249,  §  3280 

revocation  by  mutilation p.  5250,  §  3281 

revocation  by  cancellation p.  5250,  §  3282 

revocation  by  subsequent  will p.  5251,  §  3283 

implied  revocation p.  5252,  §  3284 

revocation  by  subsequent  marriage p.  5253,  §  3285 

revocation  by  subsequent  birth  of  children p.  6254,  §  3286 

revocation  by  obliterations p.  6254,  §  3287 

revocation  by  alterations,  erasures,  and  interlineations.... p.  6255,  §  3*288 
revocation  by  deed,  or  by  a  change  in  or  sale  of  property,  .p.  5256,  §  3289 
revocation  by  agreement  or  contract  to  convey  property. .  .p.  6266,  §  3290 
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p.  5216.  §3252 

p.  5216,  §3253 

Hand 

p.  6218,  §3254 

n  and 

p.  6219,  §3256 

p.  5220,  §3256 

p.  5220,  §3257 

p.  5222,  §3258 

p.  5222,  §3259 

p.  5224,  §32(50 

p.  5225,  §3261 

p.  5225,  §3262 

use  — 

p.  5226,  §3203 

p.  5229,  §3264 

p.  5229,  §3265 

rights 

p.  6231,  §3266 

p.  6232,  §3267 

it,"  as 

p.  5232,  §3268 

p.  6234,  §3269 

meral 

p.  5236,  §3270 

p.  5240,  §3271 

p.  5241,  §3272 

p.  5242,  §3273 

p.  5244,  §3274 

p.  5245,  §3275 

p.  5246,  §3276 

p.  6246,  §3277 

p.  5247,  §3278 

p.  5248,  §3279 

p.  5249,  §3280 

p.  5250,  §3281 

p.  5250,  §3282 

p.  5251,  §3283 

p.  5252,  §3284 

p.  5253,  §3285 

p.  5254,  §3286 

p.  6254,  §3287 

IS p.  6255,  §3288 

rty..p.  5256,  §3289 
ty...p.  6266,  §3290 


Wills  (Continued). 

revocation  by  subsequent  clause p  5257, 

revocation  procured  or  prevouted  by  menace,   undue  iuflu- 

once,  or  fraud  5257, 

partial  revocation 5057 

revocation  of  specific  devise _  p  5251)' 

revocation  by  codicil  —  revocation  of  codicil ."p.  525!)' 

republication  of  wills  — reviving  former  will ... .  p  525(j 

Witnesses.     See  Wills.  ' 

Words  and  Phrases.    See  Wills. 
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